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Ecclesial News 
GAINESVILLE, Florida 

It is with great joy of heart that we announce the baptism into the one 

hope of our Son and Sunday School Scholar, Michael Jasionowski, Jr. on 

December 27.  The baptism took place at Lampasas, Texas before a good 

crowd of witnesses.  Our new brother is the son of Bro. Mike and Sis. 

Vikki Jasionowski and the brother of Sis. Emmaline Jasionowski. 

It is our fervent prayer that his walk in Christ will be short and that in 

the end he will be blessed, through the grace and mercy of Yahweh, to 

ascend the hill of the Lord (Psalm 24: 3, 4).  We would like to thank the 

brethren of the Lampasas Ecclesia for assisting in the baptismal interview 

and we would like to thank Bro. Wayne Wolfe for use of his pond. Bro. 

Michael T. Jasionowski 

PALESTINE, Texas 

Sis Mickie Lucas, Bro. Bud Banta’s sister, passed away this past 

week. She would have been 80 this coming March. She had been ill for 

quite some time and living with her son, Randy, 903-922-1662, 

condolences can be called to him there. 

Wednesday at 1 PM,  her funeral service was presided by Bro. Wayne 

Jr. Wolfe in her home town of Palestine, Texas at the Bailey & Foster 

Funeral home, 207 South Magnolia, 75801 - 903-729-2248.  

Bro. Jerry Connolly 

 

CHIKANDA, Malawi 

Dear all brothers and sisters,  

Greetings in one hope of Israel, let me take this opportunity to thank 

God for his wish has done as brother Bob explained in his email. 

Let me also thank brother Bob, Epa and Sis. B. Tembo for their effort to 

visit Malawi and all brothers and sisters for their contributions to Malawi 

visit. 

Above all let me also thank God for he has allow all this to happen. Let 

us pray for one another that me may see each other in our kingdom of God 

soon. 

One love in our Lord Jesus, 

Bro. Victor Magwira 

 
AFRICA, Malawi Ecclesias 
    Greetings in the one hope of Israel. This may be old news to most and I 

apologize for sending this news out late, but I had email trouble while in 

Africa and was unable to access my account. 

After visiting Malawi one year ago, we met some Bible scholars who 

were very interested in learning the true Gospel of hope for mankind. 

When Bro. Epa and Myself presented the Gospel to them, their question 

http://trk.cp20.com/click/lm1tv-d4k1yp-2zrich6/
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was one of similarity to what was written in Acts, Act 2:37,  “Now when 

they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and 

to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter 

said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit.” Now we have the pleasure to announce 32 of Adam's race 

have made the right choice of coming out of this world of darkness and 

walk with us on that road to Zion. After a year of Bible study we have 

found the following brothers and sisters of good spiritual standing in the 

First principles and so they were immersed at a local river after giving a 

good confession of their faith. 

Bro. Madalitso Magwira, Bro. Dixon Mwenye, Bro. Lisbon 

Stonard, Sis. Dyna Mwenye, Sis. Ruth Mkandawire, Bro. Hackwell 

Sanjama, Sis. Catherine Magwira, Sis. Sungeni Dankeni, Sis. 

Elizabeth Magwira, Sis. Stelia Laphael, Sis. Hannah Mkandawira, 

Bro. Eric John Mkandawiraand  and Bro. Frank Carlos. All from the 

Mikundi and Masache Ecclesias. 

Bro. Moses Maganga, Bro. Alodi Samalani, Bro. Dyson Mapeta, 

Bro. Rabson Chiwaga, Bro. Hendreson Kakweche, Bro. Samusoni 

Waile, Bro. Edward Matemba, Bro. Damyano and Sis. Andrea Ndere. 
All from the Mwambo Ecclesia.  

Bro. Diverson Mkungwi, (the elder for the village.) Bro. Willy 

Mkwaila, Sis. Linly Mkungwi, Bro. M'mera Kolala, Sis. Meria 

Chisulo, Bro. Chisisi M'mela, Bro. Diston Kwenda, Bro. Wedsoni 

Twaya. All from the Sanga Ecclesia. 

Sis. Esnat Chingwarlo, (Wife of Bro. Victor), Bro. Oscar Peter and 

Bro. Francis Chingwarlo.  All from the Chikanda Ecclesia. 

We had a lovely day of witnessing the baptism of all of our brothers 

and sisters and afterward we had a delicious lunch of beef and ugali (it's 

called a different name here) with vegetables. We then gathered at the 

Ecclesial hall for breaking of bread and exhortation along with giving our 

new brethren and Sisters the right hand of fellowship. 

A little story about Bro. M'mera Kolala. He is totally blind, so we had 

to do the whole interview orally. The answers he gave and the confidence 

he had in his belief stunned us so much we knew he was absorbing the 

material better than most others were. He is truly an inspiration in how 

well one can absorb the Truth without the eyes to read. 

This work was done primarily by Bro. Victor who took the time to 

download the KEY lessons, translate them to Chichewan and teach the 

brethren and sisters. The written questions were also translated and copied 

for each Bible student. So in all we spent 4 days of 6 to 8 hours per day 

interviewing and talking to the candidates. My thanks also to Sis. Bervelyn 

Tembo for her assistance in correcting the written exams and to sit in to 
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ensure the questions and answers were correct in their perspective 

language.  

    The next two days we held classes on Ecclesial building and 

maintaining and the election of Serving brethren. Bro. Roberts guide to 

forming an Ecclesia was used as a guide. It is a joyous occasion to witness 

and the joy seen on our brothers and sister faces will be a lifelong memory. 

Our Bro. Victor Magwira is our main contact to the brethren and sisters 

as most do not speak English very well. His email address 

is victormagwira@gmail.com. 

      The immediate spiritual needs for our new brethren and sisters is 

Chichewan Bibles. When the readings are done the few Bibles are passed 

around so those who are able to read can read. 

Please keep our new Ecclesias in your thoughts and prayers as they 

start their journey Zionwards amidst a time of spiritual degradation and 

world chaos. 

Love in Christ, Bro. Bob Bent 

 

UGANDA, Docolo, Lira, Nambieso  

We have received news from the northern ecclesias of Uganda that the 

three ecclesias have left the Berean Fellowship. These are Docolo, Lira 

and Nambieso.  We advise caution and seeking advice from the committee 

before entering into arrangements with those who are soliciting funds for 

assistance and projects. 

  
PNG, Brisbane 

The brethren and sisters of the Lae and Mt. Hagen ecclesias of Papua 

New Guinea send their loving greetings to all in the Berean 

Christadelphian fellowship, 

The year 2017 was one of high expectation because of the 100 year 

anniversaries of the Balfour declaration and Bolshevik revolution 

coinciding with the 1967 Jubilee of the Six-Day War in which Israel 

regained possession of eastern Jerusalem in its own right for the first time 

since the Maccabee era. 2017 significantly witnessed Britain’s official 

triggering of its exit from the European Union and the United States’ 

decision to move its embassy to Jerusalem, being the first nation to 

recognise it as Israel’s capital. 2017 was a year which very appropriately 

concentrated our minds on the continued providential preparation of all the 

major players in the drama prophesied of time of the end in Ezekiel 38 – 

Russia, the Tarshish power and its young lions, and most notably Israel.  

As we get closer and closer to the crisis of the ages it is to be expected 

that as part of our own purifying process, trials and difficulties will 

increase and not abate. It has been a year of challenges, sorrow and 

disappointment. Yet through Yahweh’s inestimable grace, sis. Sharon and 

mailto:victormagwira@gmail.com
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I were able to put everything into true perspective when we found 

ourselves once again amongst our beloved brethren and sisters in PNG. 

Our aim was to strengthen our faith against the trials which yet lie ahead, 

and spread the gospel message in a land of such diversity and poverty, and 

yet truly a nation whose hills and mountains are white, ready for the 

harvest when our blessed Lord comes to re-establish God’s kingdom on 

the earth in the land covenanted to Abraham. 

On 23rd December, sis. Sharon and I flew into Port Moresby, the 

capital of the PNG, and had a brief visit with Bro. Macx, who in previous 

years accompanied us throughout our journey of “street preaching” and 

Bible studies in the areas where through God’s grace small ecclesias have 

been established. This year brother Macx remained in Port Moresby where 

we have encouraged him to live and work on establishing an ecclesia in 

this important city – the capital of PNG. From there we flew to Lae, PNG’s 

second biggest city.  Having arrived late that evening we met our brethren 

and sisters the next day – Sunday 24th December, for memorial meeting 

and study classes afterwards. In our study class we considered a first 

principle leaflet we were planning to distribute the next day amongst 

interested friends who might join our Bible studies. Having spent the day 

with the ecclesia in Lae with their young families we dispersed to meet the 

following day to discuss plans for the construction of a tabernacle on land 

to be purchased in Lae so as to provide somewhere for the brethren and 

sisters to meet together with interested friends and hear the gospel declared 

on a regular basis. After these discussions we travelled to Voco Point, a 

popular area at the beach where many families were gathered for the day.  

We found shelter under shady trees and began our Bible studies. It was not 

long before many interested friends were joining us and so the opportunity 

arose to speak upon many parts of the Scriptures with respect to things 

concerning the kingdom of God and signs of the times. It was with great 

joy that we saw the brethren of Lae ecclesia disburse amongst the many 

gathered to hear the word of life and engage in Bible conversations about 

the subjects raised. This provided opportunity to hand out the leaflets we 

had discussed the day before, which also had the contact details of 

members in the Lae ecclesia printed on the back. The following day we 

gathered at a public park in Eriku a suburb of Lae, again under large shade 

trees and concentrated our studies on the prophets and particularly Isaiah 

and its great theme of the latter day Assyrian.  Sis. Sharon  and I had 

planned to fly to Mount Hagen the next day, and Bro. Hensley, who was 

determined to accompany us, left us early that afternoon to begin the very 

long and arduous road trip from Lae to the Western Highlands. 

Our few days in Lae were greatly encouraging. We noticed with joy the 

spiritual maturity of our brethren and sisters, who have not been 

discouraged by some of the recent ecclesial upheavals, and who remain 

steadfast in their love and devotion to the one true hope, and a real desire 
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to further the growth of the ecclesia there. We look forward to seeing the 

tabernacle plans become a reality – a place where the one true gospel will 

be found as a blessing in this part of PNG, and a source of glory and 

honour to our loving heavenly Father.  

On 28th December we flew to Mount Hagen in the Western Highlands 

of PNG.  Mount Hagen is a mountainous environment and is considerably 

cooler than Lae, which is constantly hot and humid.  But again this time of 

the year sees significant storms building up in the late afternoon and rain 

most of the night, for it to be clear in the morning. This allowed us to have 

open-air Bible studies, which we did on the 29
th
 and 30

th
 at Queen’s Park 

under a large pine tree near a pathway where many of the citizens of 

Mount Hagen would pass by. Here we met with friends who have been 

studying the key lessons and relations of our Bro. Matthew, as well as our 

elder Bro. Keen, and spoke on themes of prophecy taken from Ezekiel and 

Isaiah, and once again the significance of the signs of the times which 

2017 has impressed upon us with all its extraordinary anniversaries. This 

public thoroughfare provided much opportunity for interested friends to 

come and listen to our Bible discussions. During our discussions, I would 

pause at regular intervals and invite brethren Matthew and Hensley to 

address the crowds in their native pidgin language, to impress upon all the 

urgency of the message which God’s grace had brought to Mount Hagen. 

We were again impressed with the zeal, enthusiasm and passion with 

which our brethren spoke, and the effect it had on so many who heard this 

unique message in PNG. 

Our short trip to PNG ended on 31
st
 December, with a very moving 

memorial meeting centred upon the concluding readings of 2017 – the 

story of Job, the warnings of Malachi and the soaring unspeakable 

consolation and comfort of the concluding chapters of the Apocalypse with 

our beloved brethren of the Mount Hagen ecclesia, and with brother 

Hensley who intended to stay on with them after our departure, and then 

on his return to Lae, visit the ecclesia at Aiyura to strengthen and 

encourage the brethren and sisters there.  We flew back to Port Moresby 

the same day,  and ended the day with a second memorial meeting with our 

brother Macx after which we discussed plans to return, God willing to 

PNG in a couple of months – at Passover time March 30 – April 7. We 

hope on that occasion to again visit Lae and witness the progress of the 

tabernacle construction and visit the ecclesia at Ayruia in the Eastern 

Highlands, concentrating our gospel proclamation and studies of the hope 

of Israel in the year that will witness the 70
th
 anniversary of the declaration 

of the establishment of the state of Israel, in the year we pray will witness 

the coming at last of Israel’s blessed king! 

On behalf of the ecclesias in PNG in the sure hope of Israel, 

Peter Small 
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GATHERINGS & ACTIVITIES 
(To be held Yahweh Willing) 

BOSTON STUDY WEEKEND.….….……….………………...…Feb 17–18, 2018 

Bro. James Sommerville  508-292-6257 
HOLLADAY STUDY WEEKEND.….….……………………...…Mar 10–11, 2018 

Bro. Jeremy Osborne - call or text 774-262-3003 or e-mail   josborne827@gmail.com 
Bro.Don Miller   call or text 330-284-4416  or e-mail  donaldg.miller@yahoo.com 
Bro. Noah Brown  call or text  731-468-0843   or e-mail  sbsugar@hotmail.com 
LAMPASAS FRATERNAL GATHERING.….….………………June 8–10, 2018 

Information to follow next month God Willing 
HYE FRATERNAL GATHERING…….….…………….….….....July 22-29, 2018 

Bro. Mark Braune, 209 Ranger Dr, Buda TX, 78610 512-577-1119, 
markbraune@gmail.com, Study on 1st and 2nd Peter 

 

The Last Terrible Forty Years  
“Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the 

earth, for her grapes are fully ripe”—Rev. 14:18  

IN this particular subject, even more than in others, we are 

completely indebted to Bro. Thomas. We are truly indebted to him for 

all our knowledge of the Truth, but especially so as to prophecy and the 

last days. Though he wrote over 100 years ago, his writings are still 

right to the point, and there is NOTHING produced since to compare 

with them.  

Current speculations emphasize value of Bro. Thomas’ sound 

teaching.  

The long intervening time that has passed since he wrote has served 

to put Eureka to the acid test where most human works fail: in this case 

the passage of time has infinitely added to and strengthened our 

confidence in Bro. Thomas’ Scriptural teaching. The various strange 

and piecemeal current speculations that keep sprouting up only serve 

by contrast to give added force and power to Bro. Thomas’ balanced 

and consistent picture.  

In the preparation of these notes I have again read much from 

Eureka, and found it more satisfying than ever. All the following is 

either from Eureka or Elpis Israel, or thoughts derived from reading 

them. Bro. Thomas does not dogmatize on details, but he has woven 

together a picture of the developments of the last terrible 40 years of 

man’s rule that no one has been able to come remotely near to 

improving on.  

Bro. Thomas was successful in understanding and interpreting 

prophecy because he gave weight to EVERY WORD of Scripture, and 

always fitted in the literal as well as the symbolic whenever possible. 

tel:(774)%20262-3003
mailto:josborne827@gmail.com
tel:(330)%20284-4416
mailto:donaldg.miller@yahoo.com
tel:(731)%20468-0843
mailto:sbsugar@hotmail.com
tel:512-577-1119
mailto:markbraune@gmail.com
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The results he achieved, which time has so marvellously confirmed, are 

a complete vindication of his method. No other writings outside of 

Scripture have the life and warmth and power and depth of Bro. 

Thomas’ exposition.  

Vast changes in 100 years, but Bro. Thomas wonderfully 

vindicated  

Vast and unforeseen changes have occurred in the earth since Bro. 

Thomas’ day. Two tremendous worldwide conflicts have torn the 

world’s political maps to shreds, over and over. Most of the great 

nations of Bro. Thomas’ day are no longer major factors on the world 

scene, but the line-up of nations is more and more as he foresaw from 

prophecy that it must be: Britain, US, France, Russia, Israel, Arabs, 

etc., are all falling into line for the last great scene that will climax and 

end the play.  

Some details are not yet worked out, and this adds deep interest and 

suspense. Some parts of the puzzle do not yet fit into place, but the 

great sweep of events in the century since Bro. Thomas fell asleep is all 

in the right direction.  

Some of Bro. Thomas’ applications of prophecy strike us at first as 

strained and far-fetched, but if we examine the context we shall find 

that in most places it greatly strengthens Bro. Thomas’ exposition, for 

often, when he points it out, we find the context is inescapably 

Millennial. And this MUST be all through the prophets, for Peter 

declares in Acts 3:21 that God has spoken of these times by the mouth 

of all His holy prophets since the world began. This is the great 

common focus of all their prophecy, and no one has brought this out so 

beautifully as Bro. Thomas.  

Eureka an inseparable part of the Truth in these last days  

Eureka is an inseparable part of the Truth in these last days. Truly 

some parts are not first principles, but it is impossible to separate its 

general teachings from the Gospel. It is impossible to reject Eureka and 

still retain the Gospel in its fulness and depth, as many have tried to do, 

and made shipwreck. Bro. Roberts used to print over and over on the 

covers of the magazine: “Read Eureka! Read Eureka! Read Eureka!”  

Eureka, by tracing the 6000-year war of the Seed of the Serpent and 

the Seed of the Woman right down through the ages to the great 

culmination in the Battle of the Great Day of God Almighty, shows us 

our true relation to the world and to Christendom: the embodiment of 

the enmity and the flesh. It is sad to note that the modernists who set 

Bro. Thomas aside because of his clear delineation of the Enemy, 

become more and more confused in this relationship. They cannot see 
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the issue clearly of the deadly Rome vs. Zion enmity, and therefore 

they partake in various ways of the intoxicating Roman wine.  

Bro. Thomas was the root of the Truth’s latter-day revival  

We must never forget that Bro. Thomas was, in the providence of 

God, the root of the current revival of the Truth in the earth. However 

we may endeavour to twist or obscure it, this is a basic, immovable fact 

in the development of God’s purpose in the earth.  

There is a great host of separate prophecies on this subject of the 

events of the last days. We are nowhere given a complete chronological 

or consecutive outline—this has been divinely concealed for the 

faithful to endeavour in zeal and interest to work out. From an 

examination of Eureka, we shall try to present Bro. Thomas’ suggested 

outline of the 40 years that transforms the earth from its present 

manmade hell of war and wickedness to God’s Paradise of 

righteousness and peace.  

Israel’s history is the key to prophecy: the 40 years  

Israel’s history is typical in very many respects. It is the key to 

prophecy. And when we consider the 40 years of travail that marked 

their birth as a nation—the complete destruction of a wicked generation 

so that a new generation might enter God’s Kingdom, we are more and 

more impressed with its significance and importance in the prophetic 

scheme. In dealing with Israel, God was always typically dealing with 

mankind.  

Bro. Thomas, who from much study was saturated with the spirit of 

prophecy, builds the events of the last days (the setting up of the 

worldwide Kingdom) on the type of Israel’s 40 years (the setting up of 

the typical Mosaic nucleus of the Kingdom). This foundation he puts 

together from several converging lines of evidence. First the words of 

God to Israel through Micah (7:15-16)—  

“According to the days of thy coming out of the land of Egypt will I 

show unto him marvellous things.  

“The nations shall see and be confounded at all their might.”  

Then the “hour”—the 30 years— of the kings of the earth giving 

their power to the Beast to make war with the Lamb (Rev. 17:12-14), 

preceded by the necessity of a reasonable and practical period for the 

proclamation of the Everlasting Gospel to all nations of the earth (Rev. 

14:6).  

Then the fact that so often in Scripture 40 marks a period of trial, 

transition, testing and judgment.  

The necessity of a long time to accomplish the transition  

And then the actual fitness and necessity of things. God truly could 

set up the Kingdom overnight if He chose: consider the vastness of 
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Creation in 6 days. But He is dealing with men, and adjusts Himself to 

their limitations, and He has revealed a sequence of events, and 

purposes to be accomplished, that will require time as far as man is 

concerned.  

The purpose basically is to offer salvation to all, to call for 

individual submission, to present opportunity, to gradually thresh out 

the wicked and rebellious while extracting the potential wheat as the 

human nucleus of the subjects of the Kingdom. This, in dealing on 

apparently natural principles with the earth’s enslaved and drugged and 

benighted billions, will take time.  

The more we consider the magnitude of the undertaking, the more 

we are impressed that 40 years—a generation—is a suitable and fitting 

time to accomplish these things, and God’s ways are always suitable 

and fitting. We come, in fact, to wonder if 40 years is enough, and we 

conclude that only the almighty power of God could accomplish this 

purpose in 40 years, considering the present state of mankind. If it were 

just destruction, that would take no time, but it is not: it is transition, 

education, orderly reorganization, complete renovation.  

The present corrupt, debauched, benighted population of the earth 

cannot be just ushered into the Millennium just because they happen to 

be alive when Christ comes. We know that character and development 

must be formed in childhood. We know, as prophesied of the last days 

and as we see before our eyes, that the present population of the earth is 

increasingly violent, self-willed, rebellious, animalistic and pleasure-

seeking.  

The present population is mentally, morally and physically unfit for 

the blessings and peace of the Millennium—too immoral, too high in 

their own esteem, in the pride and glory of man. Surely 40 years is not 

too long to prepare a population fit for God’s Kingdom.  

The complete destruction of all man’s rubbishy, ungodly works  

Think of what is involved in pulling down all man’s ugly buildings, 

demolishing to the ground all his crowded and vice-ridden cities, 

cleaning off the face of God’s earth all man’s rubbishy edifices and 

constructions, and building an entirely new, permanent, sound social 

fabric in harmony with nature and with the mind of God.  

Even ignorant man himself is suddenly realizing that he is 

approaching the dead end of environmental disaster in all the 

destructively blind “progress” and “civilization” that he has been so 

obsessed in and so proud of. Think of the pollution problem—can this 

be taken into the Millennium?  

ALL the works of ignorant and foolish man must be swept away— 

demolished—scraped to the foundation. The Kingdom in its 
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transitional, millennial form is to be built for cleanliness and health and 

1000 years’ duration. How could any of man’s flimsy, ricketty, tinker-

toy productions have a place in that?—for even now man’s proudest 

works are so quickly obsolete and superseded.  

And the earth is full of idols—human memorials, churches, temples, 

mosques, synagogues—how could all these polluted things stand in 

God’s glorious Kingdom of purity and wisdom and holiness? There 

must be a thorough and drastic cleansing and purging of the earth itself 

and of the whole human race.  

The vine of the earth is fully ripe: great impending judgments  

The harvest of the earth is ripe. The angel cried to him that had the 

sharp sickle (Rev. 14:18)—  

“Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the 

earth, for her grapes are fully ripe.”  

“Her grapes are FULLY ripe”! This is very significant as to worldly 

conditions at the return of Christ—  

“The iniquity of the Amorites is FULL.”  

There must be a universal destruction (Psa. 46:8)—  

“Come, behold the works of the Lord, WHAT DESOLATIONS HE 

HATH MADE IN THE EARTH.”  

The context of the whole psalm make it clear that this is in the last 

days at the setting up of the Kingdom, especially the next 2 verses—  

“He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth.  

“He breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder. He burneth 

the chariot in the fire.  

“Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the 

nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”  

The 7th Vial poured out in the Air is the last 40 years of the 

kingdom of men—a judicial period—the most important and most 

terrible time of all the earth’s long dark human history. This 40 years is 

foreshadowed in the reign of David—preparing for Solomon, for the 

era of peace, for the building of the Temple, the “House of Prayer for 

All Nations.”  

We are told that at this time Israel will be God’s threshing 

instrument, to thresh the nations (Isa. 41:15). Here is a picture of a 

processing operation that will take time—a separating of the wheat 

from the chaff. The whole population of the world must be 

progressively threshed in such a way as to give individual opportunity 

and choice. Otherwise there is no scope for the proclamation to every 

nation and kindred and tongue and people—  
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“Fear God, and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment is 

come” (Rev. 14:6-7).  

The conflict and destruction will largely appear natural  

The 40-year process of subduing the earth will largely appear to be 

natural. Truly there will be adequate evidence for those with eyes to 

see, as there was when Christ was among men the first time, but it will 

be all done in an apparently natural way to the extent that those who, 

like the Pharisees, CHOOSE not to see, will be able to deceive 

themselves. Bro. Thomas refers us to Zech. 14:6-7, which he translates 

(Eur. 11:319) as follows—  

“Yahweh my Elohim shall come in; all the Saints with Thee.  

“And it shall be in that day there shall be no brightness» the 

splendid ones drawing in.  

“And it shall be one day that shall be made known by Yahweh: not 

day nor night but it shall be in time of evening there shall be brightness 

(Ur).”  

And Bro. Thomas’ comments on this are (Eur. II :319-20)—  

“From this we learn that when the Lamb and 144,000 enter upon 

their work of judgment at eventide, they will not “shine as the 

brightness of the firmament and as the stars” (Dan. 12:3).  

“They will not be manifested as URIM; but, though capable of so 

doing, they will draw in their brightness, and appear as men.  

“But when the judgment is over, and the Kingdom established, and 

the time is come for them to rest from their labours, then they will no 

longer draw in their splendour, but “shine forth as the sun in the 

Kingdom of their Father” (Matt. 13:43).  

Similarly he says, speaking of the Little Open Scroll (Eur. 

11:543)—  

“The supernatural element is now introduced, which wonderfully 

quickens and consummates the end. But the infusion of this into the 

situation does not supersede the free action of the enemy, and the 

counteraction of him by the symbolic angel upon SEEMINGLY 

ORDINARY PRINCIPLES.  

“The 4th Beast, or Nebuchadnezzar’s Image, which covers the 

whole area, will contend against them, as if they were a Zinghis or 

Tamerlane, until defeat and destruction on every side give mankind a 

practical understanding of the opening of the 7-Sealed Scroll”  

Wicked mankind, self-deceived, will resist Christ and the Saints  

So mankind will resist and contend against Christ and the Saints 

under the impression that they are a natural human power arisen in the 

Mideast to seek control of the world (though the supernatural 
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“Antichrist” concept will be part of the delusion). Two factors will help 

the enemy to deceive themselves—  

1. Christendom’s false theory that the prophesied Antichrist is a 

latter day Jew who rises up against the Pope (instead of as it really is—

the Pope himself). The essence of Christendom’s age-old traditions of 

“Antichrist” are that: he is a Jew, he arises at the last day, he appears in 

Jerusalem, he demands worship and submission, and that the Roman 

Church is the great defender of the world against him.  

Man’s scientific developments. For their own destruction, God has 

so allowed them to increase knowledge and develop such awesome 

weapons of mass murder that they will easily believe that Christ is 

merely a human impostor who has developed some new “secret 

weapons.” We read with increasing frequency today of many fantastic 

weapons at present in vision or development—deadly laser beams like 

controlled bolts of lightning, and increasingly dehumanized electronic, 

computerized, push-button warfare (see Current Events, pg. 187).  

The Jews are the natural means used: the “battle-ax” & 

“warhorse”.  

The Jews will provide the natural means. This is prophesied in 

many places (Mic. 5:8; Jer. 51:20-23; Isa. 41:15; Zech. 9:13; 12:6; 

Num. 23:24; Deut. 33:17, etc.). All will look very natural. During 

Gentile times, the Jews have always been a strange, feared, separate 

people, hated by mankind. And they have been disproportionately 

prominent in scientific and nuclear development in these last days: we 

have only to consider such names as Einstein, Oppenheimer, Teller, 

etc. It will look like the Jews are trying to take over the world.  

Both horns of the Beast—Gog and the Papacy—are viciously anti- 

Jewish. The Pope has fawned on the Arabs and has never recognized 

Israel. He demands, with Russia and the Arabs, that they get out of 

Jerusalem.  

The latter-day development of nuclear warfare fits perfectly into the 

world’s fatal self-deception about Christ when he comes. We are told 

that he will cause them to use their own weapons against each other, as 

Zech. 14:12-13. Consider these verses (and the whole context of the 

chapter) in the light of nuclear war and the real and terrible example of 

Hiroshima (the present sufferers still 10’s of 1000’s).  

When the judgments on the earth are exhausted and have done their 

work, when the earth is fully purged and the wicked and rebellious 

destroyed, when the smoke of divine wrath and retribution has at last 

cleared from the Temple (Rev. 15:8), then the Saints no longer “draw 

in,” or withhold their glory (Matt. 13:40-43)—  
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“So shall it be in the END OF THIS WORLD. The Son of man shall 

send forth his angels (messengers) and they shall gather out of his 

Kingdom all things that offend and them which do iniquity, and shall 

cast them into a furnace of fire…  

“THEN shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the Kingdom of 

their Father. Who hath ears to hear, LET HIM HEAR!” 

And Daniel gives the same picture (12:1-3)—  

“At that time shall Michael (Christ) stand up for the children of thy 

people, and there shall be a TIME OF TROUBLE such as never was.  

“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the 

firmament, and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars 

forever and ever.”                        (Continued next month, if the Lord will) 

                                                                           —Bro. G.V.Growcott 

 

A New And Living Way 

“Put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is 

corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; and be renewed in the spirit of 

your mind; and that ye put on the new man, which after God is created 

in righteousness and true holiness.” —Ephesians 4:22 

In the above passage the apostle Paul speaks of an “Old Man” and a 

“New Man.” The one is to be “put off” or discarded, the other is to be 

“put on” or developed within us. It is plain that the reference here is not 

to the physical or natural man, but rather to the character, manner of 

life, actions, thoughts and affections that go to make up the things that 

we do and the principles that we stand for. 

Now since our salvation DEPENDS upon our putting off the former 

conversation, the Old Man, and being renewed in the spirit of our 

minds to the end that we might put on the New Man, it is essential that 

we clearly understand the characteristics of each. 

 Paul gives a good description of the Old Man in Eph. 4:17— 

 “Henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their 

minds, having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the 

life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the 

blindness of their heart: who being past feeling have given themselves 

over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.” 

 The Old Man walks or lives as other Gentiles do, in the vanity of 

their minds. The word “vanity” in this passage is defined as 

“uselessness” in Young’s Concordance, and the word is translated 

“futility” in the Revised Standard Version. 
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To walk in the vanity of our minds, then, is to live in a purposeless, 

aimless way, with thoughts and actions motivated quite altogether by 

present and immediate considerations, with little or no regard for 

anything beyond the present limited horizon —the present life. 

The understanding is said to be darkened so that the light of the 

Truth does not shine into the heart, and in such a case one is alienated 

or separated from God, through ignorance of His Word. Being thus 

blind to the good things of the Spirit, they give themselves over to 

baser things, to work all uncleanness with greediness—the natural mind 

of the flesh. 

Such is the Old Man that we must put off, and in its place, to fill our 

lives, and control our thoughts and actions, there must be the renewing 

and transforming influence of the New Man, which is said to be created 

in righteousness and true holiness after the image of God as He has 

manifested Himself in His Son. 

But this New Man, in the fullness of its stature, will have no 

connection with the Old. It will be a NEW CREATION altogether from 

beginning to maturity. James says (1:18)— 

“Of His Own will begat He us with the Word of Truth.” 

The power and influence of God’s Word acting upon the fleshly 

tablets of the heart conceive within us the beginning of a new life of 

holiness, which comes to the birth when it has reached such proportions 

as to dominate our lives and bring us to renounce the hidden things of 

darkness and be guided in all thoughts and acts by the light of the 

Truth— 

“Being BORN AGAIN, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, 

by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth forever” (1 Peter 1:23). 

But at birth the new man is only a babe, and must have regular and 

continuous growth toward maturity, or else, as in the natural, fulness of 

development will never be reached— 

“Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and all 

hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, as newborn babes, 

desire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye may GROW thereby” (1 

Peter 2:1-2). 

Those of us who have had the experience of raising a child up from 

birth to manhood know that it is a matter of hourly and daily attention 

to many details. Not only must the child have its proper food according 

to a definite schedule faithfully administered, but it must also be 

protected from such other foods and circumstances and conditions as 

would be a hindrance to normal growth. 
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As the spiritual life is more important and on a higher plane than the 

natural, so it is that its proper and well-rounded maturity requires more 

attention and more effort all through the course of its development. 

But as growth proceeds, milk must be supplanted by food of a more 

substantial kind— 

“For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of 

righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that 

are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses 

exercised to discern both good and evil” (Heb. 5:13-14). 

Are we sure that we are giving sufficient attention from day to day 

to those things that will lend growth and strength to this inner man of 

God within us that was begotten by the Word of His Truth? 

Let us not wait till we fall down before the throne of Christ’s 

judgment before we are deeply affected and moved to action in the 

interest of our salvation. Let us not wait till midnight, like the foolish 

virgins, to trim our lamps!                                  —Bro. E.W.Banta 

 

Signs - A HAPPY WORLD – 1930’s 

 There is no doubt in the minds of those who believe the Holy 
Scriptures to be divine, and who are intimately acquainted with their 
teaching, that Jesus Christ will personally return to this earth. In all 
ages such believers have been few, and to-day the number is growing 
less. This is largely due to the attitude of the clergy, who, in spite of 
their ordination vows, no longer (as a body) accept the divine 
authenticity of the Scriptures. In this they are encouraged by their 
bishops who have no hesitation in pronouncing as mere folk-lore those 
Old Testament records which Jesus, their professed Master, accepted as 
true history. 

  Consequently those who accept the Scriptures in their entirety are 
an insignificant minority today; a fact which does not perturb genuine 
Christians who realise it is just as Jesus predicted: 

“Narrow is the way which leadeth unto life and few there be that 
find it” (Matt. 7:14). 

They remember, too, His question: 

“When the Son of Man cometh, shall He find the Faith on the 
earth?” (Luke 18:8, R.V. marg.). 

  They know also that God’s object in visiting the Gentiles is not to 
convert the world but to “take out of them a people for His name” 
(Acts 15:14). Such Christians have no doubt that Jesus lived nineteen 
hundred years ago; that, for three years he traversed Palestine, telling 
his hearers of a Good Time Coming, the “Gospel of the Kingdom of 
God”. The Scriptures assure us that this had reference to the earth, not 
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to “realms beyond the bounds of time and space”. Here are some of its 
declarations: 

“Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth” (Matt. 5:5). 

“The righteous shall never be removed: but the wicked shall not 
inhabit the earth” (Prov. 10:30). 

“Those that wait upon the Lord, they shall inherit the earth” (Psa. 
37:9). 

That the Lord knew the fulfilment of these promises was not to be 
expected at His first appearing is evident from His parable to those who 
“thought that the Kingdom of God should immediately appear” (Luke 
19:11). In that parable He pictured himself as “a certain nobleman who 
went into a far country to receive for himself a Kingdom, and to 
return.” In view of that we can appreciate His promise to the disciples: 

“I will come again” (John 14:3). 

As to the literality of that promise there is no doubt in view of Acts 
1:9-11. There we are told that after His resurrection, He was in the 
company of His apostles when:  

“He was taken up; and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And 
while they looked stedfastly toward Heaven as He went up, behold, two 
men stood by them in white apparel; which also said, Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into Heaven? This same Jesus, which 
is taken up from you into Heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye 
have seen Him go into Heaven.” 

A more definite declaration is not possible. Peter, who was present 
on that occasion, had no doubts, for, within a few days he was assuring 
his hearers: 

“God shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you; 
whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all 
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets 
since the world began” (Acts 3:20-21). 

The apostle Paul is equally explicit, declaring: 

“Unto them that look for Him shall He appear the Second Time” 
(Heb. 9:28). 

Not only did Jesus promise to “Come again,” but, since ascending 
to Heaven He has given His servants a program of events which are to 
transpire between His ascension and His coining back; the last item of 
which program reads: 

“Surely I come quickly” (Rev. 22:20). 

THE OBJECT OF HIS RETURN 

Upon this matter the Bible is as emphatic as it is upon the fact that 
Jesus will Come Again. Paul declared: 

“God hath appointed a day, in the which He will judge (rule) the 
world in righteousness by that man whom He hath ordained; whereof 
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He hath given assurance unto all men, in that He hath raised Him from 
the dead” (Acts 17:31). 

Jesus, in His Apocalyptic program, gives the sequel as:“The 
Kingdoms of this world are become the Kingdoms of Our Lord, and of 
His Christ; and He shall reign for ever and ever” (Rev. 11:15). 

That will mean a fulfilment of the prophetic outburst of the angels 
over the fields of Bethlehem at the birth of Jesus: “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men” (Luke 2:14). 

  With these truths in mind we can appreciate why the Lord taught 
His disciples to let their prayer be: 

  “Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in Heaven so in earth” 
(Luke 11:1, 2). 

  The Bible abounds with glowing pictures of the world when 
Heaven’s “Nobleman”, “having received the Kingdom”, will return 
from the “far country”; will put down the “oppressors from their 
seats” and exalt those of “low degree”; when the vanquishers of the 
people having been deposed, the “King of Kings” will appoint others to 
take their place—men and women of character who will have “fought 
their way through during the previous six thousand years”; having 
“learnt by experience”. To these He will say: 

“Have thou authority over ten cities . . . Have thou authority over 
five cities” (Luke 19:17, 19). 

A GOOD TIME COMING 

Yes, too good for words; as Paul said: 

“Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love 
Him. But God hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit” (I Cor. 2:9, 
10). 

  The pictures by the prophets are ravishing—prophecies that “came 
not in old time by the will of man; but holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Spirit” (II Pet. 1:21). Let us sample some of 
the good things God has spoken “by the mouth of His holy prophets” 
(Luke 1:70): 

“In His days shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of peace 
so long as the moon endureth. He shall have dominion also from sea to 
sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth. . . . Yea all Kings 
shall fall down before Him: all nations shall serve Him. For He shall 
deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no 
helper. . . All nations shall call Him blessed” (Psa. 72:7, 8, 11, 12, 17). 

“He shall judge among the nations. . . . They shall beat their swords 
into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nations shall 
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more” 
(Isa. 2:4). 

“The tree of the field shall yield her fruit, and the earth shall yield 
her increase” (Ezek. 34:27). 
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“The ploughman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of 
grapes him that soweth seed” (Amos 9:13). 

The “holy men of old” who predicted these good things were the 
very prophets who foretold the Fall of Babylon and Egypt and the 
uprise and fall of Greece and Rome, events which are now history; 
surely a guarantee that their other prophecies will be fulfilled in due 
time. 

WHEN ? 

We are prepared for that question. The answer we give is neither a 
shot at random, nor mere guesswork, but one based upon the “Word of 
prophecy made more sure” (2 Pet. 1:19, R.V.). We refer to the 
Apocalyptic programme which, as we have already seen, is an epitome 
of events to happen from the time Jesus gave it (Rev. 1:9), until He is 
again in the earth. The program includes twenty-one scenes, the 
twenty-first being: 

“Behold I come as a thief”  (Rev. 16:15).  

THE TURKISH SIGN 

What of the previous event, the twentieth? Let the Lord Himself 
speak: 

“The sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; 
and the water thereof was dried up that the way of the Kings of the East 
might be prepared” (Rev. 16:12). 

Having in mind the Lord’s declaration that the events predicted 
were “signified” (Rev. 1:1), it does not require any stretch of 
imagination to see that “The great river Euphrates” signifies the Power 
through whose land that river ran—the Turkish. But, it may be asked, 
why should Jesus be concerned with the Turk? For the best of reasons. 
For centuries the Turk had in his grasp the Holy Land—the Land of 
Israel—over which Jesus had promised His apostles they should reign 
(Luke 22:30); hence the necessity for this “river” to “dry up”. Its “final 
flow” in God’s Land was on November 11th, 1917, when its tide ebbed 
at the approach of the British Army under General Allenby, who 
triumphantly delivered Jerusalem from the the aldom of the Gentile 
Turks, who ignominiously fled helter-skelter in retreat. To all intents 
and purposes the “great river Euphrates” of Rev. 16:12 “dried up”. 
Surely a “Sign of the Times” seeing that the next important scene in the 
Lord’s programme, as given in verse 15, is “Behold I come as a thief “. 

BRITAIN IN PALESTINE 

This is another Palestinian Sign that Christ is at the door. Ezekiel 
foretold a time when Jerusalem would be rebuilt on a scale never yet 
experienced; when it would be named: 

“The Lord is there” (Ezek. 48:35). 

The prophet predicted that prior to that time the land would be 
“desolate,” and her people “dry bones”; but that, later on, the desolate 
land would again be tilled, and her people nationally resurrected and 
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become “an exceeding great army” upon the mountains of Israel (Ezek. 
37:5, 10-12). Then the prophet, in vision, beheld them in “unwalled 
villages”; “at rest”; “safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and 
having neither bars nor gates”; “gathered out of the nations, which 
have gotten cattle and goods, that dwell in the midst of the land” 
(Ezek. 38:11-12). That 25-century-old prophecy seemed during the last 
eighteen hundred years most unlikely of fulfilment, for during that long 
period the lament of Israel was “Our hope is lost, we are clean cut off” 
(Ezek. 37:11, R.V.). There were, however, students of the Scriptures 
who knew better; they knew that Israel’s God had declared a time was 
coming when He would say: 

“I have long time holden my peace; I have been still and refrained 
Myself: Now will I cry like a travailing woman: I will destroy and 
devour at once” (Isa. 42:14). 

That means, says the same prophet: 

“The Lord shall go forth as a mighty man. He shall stir up jealousy 
like a man of war; He shall cry, yea roar; He shall prevail against His 
enemies” (Isa. 42:13). 

 Moreover, God declared through Ezekiel, that restoration of 
political life to Jerusalem and her people, would be accomplished under 
the protectorate of a Power described as: 

“The Merchants of Tarshish, with all the young lions thereof” 
(Ezek. 38:13). 

The identity of those merchants and young lions with Great Britain 
and her Overseas Dominions cannot be questioned—the proverbial 
meaning of the letters of the word “ANZAC” is too obvious to need 
comment. And, so it came to pass. The world now beholds a vast 
“Zionist Organisation” creating a “National Home” for the Jews in the 
“Land of Promise” (Heb. 11:9) under the protectorate of Great Britain 
[and the United States]. The next event recorded in the divine program 
reads: “Thus will I magnify Myself, and sanctify Myself; and I will be 
known in the eyes of many nations, and they shall know that I am the 
Lord” (Ezek. 38:23): therefore Britain in Palestine is a sign that we are 
living in the “Time of the End” —the days of the Lord’s Second 
Advent. 

THE NATIONS ANGRY 

 This is another sign given by the Lord in His Apocalyptic program. 
It is appropriately placed at the end thereof, when the “Seventh Angel”, 
sounds his trumpet. It reads thus: 

“The nations were angry and Thy wrath is come” (Rev. 11:18). 

Beyond doubt this has reference to the Second Coming of Christ, 
for it goes on to say, it is “The Time of the Dead that they should be 
judged, and that Thou shouldest give reward unto Thy servants”. This 
is not the only Scripture where the Second Coming of Christ and the 
Resurrection, are conjoined; for example, 1 Thess. 4:16, 17: 
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“The Lord himself shall descend from Heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God; and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first.” 

That the nations today are angry is seen in their competitive 
preparations for an expected “day of slaughter” such as never before 
witnessed; preparations under the sea, on the sea, and over the sea; 
submarines; torpedoes; dreadnoughts; troopships; torpedo-planes; 
bombers; tanks; to say nothing of poison gas and other infernal 
inventions. The “League of Nations” is not only helpless to stem the 
tide of war, as was the now defunct “Peace Society”, but is fast 
becoming the laughing-stock of all thoughtful people—people whose 
“hearts are failing them for fear, and for looking after those things 
which are coming on the earth” (Luke 21:26). 

This brings us to another Sign of the Times; again of the Lord’s 
providing, namely:— 

WORLD-WIDE PERPLEXITY 

Luke informs us that when the Lord was discoursing to His disciples 
upon the “Days of Vengeance” (Luke 21:22), they put to Him the 
question: “Master, when shall these things be? And what sign will there 
be when these things shall come to pass?”  (verse 7). Matthew tells us 
the enquiry included “What shall be the Sign of Thy Coming?” There 
can be no mistaking the time the apostles had in mind, for Jesus 
brackets with it “Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until 
the Times of the Gentiles be fulfilled” (Luke 21:24). Manifestly those 
are times in which we are now living, in view of what has happened to 
Palestine, since the Great War. Furthermore, we behold all over the 
world, just what the Lord said would be concurrent with the 
Deliverance of Jerusalem. He predicted: 

“Upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the 
waves roaring; men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after 
those things which are coming on the earth” (Luke 21:25, 26). 

That this specially applies to the times in which we are now living is 
too patent to call for comment. Further, these happenings are also 
conjoined by Daniel. He prophesied: “There shall be a time of trouble, 
such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time . . . 
And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some 
to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt” (Dan. 
12:1, 2).  

Then, too, there is: 

THE RUSSIAN SIGN 

This is unmistakably portrayed in Ezekiel 38. Bearing in mind what 
we have already written concerning the restoration of the Jews to 
Palestine, and their prosperity in the land under the Protectorate of 
Great Britain, we are able to appreciate what God inspired Ezekiel to 
foretell; namely the jealousy of, and invasion of Palestine by, an enemy 
of its protector. That enemy is described by the prophet as: 
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“Gog, of the land of Magog, Prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal” 
(Ezek. 38:2, R.V.). 

Competent linguists and historians testify to “Rosh” being the 
ancient name of Russia. As to “Gog”, it is at least a remarkable 
coincidence that imports are being received from Russia branded 
“Gog”, including lead pencils by the million. As to “Meshech and 
Tubal”, the very combination suggests “Moscow and Tobolsk”. In brief 
the evidence is complete that the “Prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal 
“is a synonym for the “Prince of all the Russias”. 

The intentions and aims of the Russian invaders are clearly stated by 
the prophet thus: 

“Thou shalt say, I will go up to the land of unwalled villages; I will 
go to them that are at rest, that dwell safely, all of them dwelling 
without walls, and having neither bars nor gates, to take a spoil, and to 
take a prey, to turn thine hand upon the desolate places that are now 
inhabited, and upon the people that are gathered out of the nations, 
which have gotten cattle and goods, that dwell in the midst of the 
land”. (Ezek. 38:11, 12). 

  We ask—Is it likely that Great Britain, the Mandatory Protector of 
Palestine, would stand by with folded arms in the event of such an 
invasion by Russia? We are certain she would not; our chief reason 
being found in the Scriptures. Here are the words of the prophet penned 
2,500 years ago: 

“Sheba, and Dedan, and the Merchants of Tarshish, with all the 
young lions thereof, shall say unto thee, Art thou come to take a spoil ? 
Hast thou gathered thy company to take a prey? to carry away silver 
and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to take a great spoil?” (Ezek.  
38:13). [Sadly Great Britain did stand by with folded arms and 

abandoned Palestine in their time of need and many Jews perished.] 

In the light of all the facts concerning Palestine restored and 
Palestine protected by Great Britain; the jealous hatred of Britain by 
Russia; and the latter’s unceasing military and naval preparations for 
war, we cannot help exclaiming—What a Sign! 

YET—ANOTHER SIGN 

There are many others which space forbids enumerating ; but there 
is one other we must mention: a Sign pathetically referred to by the 
Lord in His ominous question: 

“When the Son of Man cometh shall He find the Faith on the 
earth?” (Luke 18:8, R.V. marg.). 

Today, although Bibles are multiplied as never before, yet never 
was there such a dearth of the Faith as set forth in those Scriptures; 
even among professing Christians. The value of the Bible with its 
priceless. message, was brought close home to the writer over half a 
century ago on reading a work called “Christendom Astray from the 
Bible”, written by Mr. Robert Roberts, a layman of Birmingham. Our 
conclusions thereon are best expressed in the language of another of its 
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countless appreciators whose eyes had been opened thereby to the 
eternal verities of the Bible, and who was desirous of opening the eyes 
of others. He wrote: 

“If you are bewildered by the contradictory creeds of 
Christendom—If you are grieved by the blasphemous onslaughts on the 
Bible—If you are distressed at the amount of suffering, crime, and 
disease that weighs down the human race, you should borrow from 
your Library, Christendom Astray from the Bible. It will open to you 
the infallible remedy that God has arranged for every human woe; and 
it will tell you of the good day that is coming when all the earth will be 
sorrowless and deathless.” 

Prior to the death of the author of “Christendom Astray from the 
Bible”, some of his friends had come to the conclusion that the book 
should be placed within the reach of all” without money and without 
price”, by getting it into every free and public library all over the world. 
We discussed the matter with the author; he heartily approved of our 
proposals, and—in pleasing contrast to the majority of authors, 
repudiated any idea of “Copyright”. In fact, when a mercenary-minded 
friend informed him that one of his works had been “purloined” and 
was being sold at a lower price, he replied: “Let them go in their 
thousands, I shall not interfere with the good work”. 

To cut a long story short, the Free Library project was started, and 
has met with results that have surpassed our wildest dreams. We do not 
know of any country on earth, where English is spoken or understood, 
where “Christendom Astray from the Bible”, by Robert Roberts, is not 
accessible “without money and without price”. 

We cannot but regard this Latter-Day Free Library Effort, with its 
world-wide results, as another Sign of the Times; as another evidence 
that “the Lord is at hand”. Personally, we are deeply impressed with the 
prophecy of Jesus in His discourse to the disciples when treating of the 
“Signs of His Coming”: 

“This Gospel of The Kingdom shall be preached in all the world for 
a witness unto all nations; and then shall The End come” (Mat. 24:14). 

                                                                 —Bro. Frank G. Jannaway 

         

Meditations— Deity’s Ways No. 102 
RECREATION is good. “All work and no play” is not an 

arrangement which the Scriptures commend. But we have to be careful 
in choosing our recreation. Much that is looked upon by the world as 
innocent and beneficial is far otherwise, when viewed in the light of 
Bible teaching. Is it difficult to discriminate in this matter? Not at all. 
Any recreation which encourages thoughts and feelings which it is our 
duty to subdue and conquer is bad. The theatre, the music hall, the ball 
room, the smoking concert, the popular, degrading cinematograph 
show, have all to be shunned on this account. Then, again, any 
recreation, however innocent and lawful, must not be indulged in at the 
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expense of express duty. A spin on the bike, when we should be at the 
Lord’s table, would be reprehensible. So would it be for us to spend 
time in listening to the band in the park, or on the common, when our 
support is needed at the lectures. Not less wrong would it be for us to 
go fishing, boating, footballing, cricketing, sight-seeing, when the time 
so occupied should be devoted to the preparation of a promised 
address, or the fulfilling of an ecclesial appointment. We must, 
however, refrain from hastiness in judging in these things. A little word 
of explanation oftentimes turns what appears to be a sin into a perfectly 
justifiable transaction. Even where weakness exists as to recreation, it 
is better and more becoming to try to educate and persuade than to 
scold. 

“Ye are not of the world.” “I have chosen you out of the world.” 
“The world hateth you.” “In the world ye shall have tribulation.” How 
up-building and ennobling are these utterances of Christ. They were 
addressed by him to his faithful disciples. Let us imagine that they were 
said to us. Would they apply in our cases? Would they strike us as 
being true and apposite? Or would they appear extravagant, and, so far 
as we are concerned, altogether out of place? It would entirely depend 
upon the relationship that existed between us and the world. If we loved 
the world—were on the best of terms with it—if we took part in its 
politics, mixed ourselves up with its religious affairs, joined in its 
forbidden pleasures—then Christ’s remarks would receive no response 
from us. When he spoke we should exhibit scepticism and guilt in our 
faces, and ardently long for the topic to be changed. On the other hand, 
if we had come out from the world, and were holding aloof from it, as 
enjoined to do in a score of New Testament precepts, then Christ’s 
references would receive from us a ready and hearty assent. However, 
whatever might be our mind, Christ’s references to the world show us 
his estimate of it, and, further, that he expects us, through an 
acquaintance with his commandments, to know that the world is 
wicked, and to be kept at arm’s length, even though it be at the cost of 
our being unpopular, hated, and persecuted. 

The Second Psalm—how brief, how comprehensive. With what 
certainty and authority it speaks. What information it discloses in 
regard to the experiences of the then unborn Messiah. Written a 
thousand years before the angel announced his nativity on the plains of 
Bethlehem, and three thousand before the accomplishment of his 
mission as conqueror and monarch of the world, yet the news of these 
events is stated in this Psalm with the preciseness of a Times reporter. 
Who but the Great Eternal could have inspired this scripture? The 
Psalm takes but a minute and a half to read, yet it contains thoughts 
enough for a volume. We are reminded by it of the divine paternity of 
Christ—his dependency on his Father—the locality and nature of his 
reward—the kingly character of his position—the wickedness and 
incorrigibility of the nations—as well as the longsuffering, goodness, 
and severity of God in the blessings promised and the judgments 
threatened. What thoughts are suggested by this Psalm, and what 
pictures it conjures up before the mind—exciting Cabinet and War 
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Office Councils—angry ultimatums—staggering and unaccountable 
disasters—world-wide terror and despair—and, not least, the friends of 
God triumphant. Truly wonderful is the second Psalm. But it requires 
the enlightenment of a faithful Christadelphian to appreciate it. 

God has arranged a wage for faithful service, but we are not to look 
for this wage till Christ is here and our work is done (Matt. 16:27). The 
amount of wage that we are to receive is to be determined by our 
degree of worthiness—”Every man shall receive his own reward 
according to his own labour” (1 Cor. 3:8; Matt. 25:19–23). Now whilst 
not forgetting God’s marvellous kindness in arranging this reward, let 
us not make the mere selfish attainment of it the only inducement to 
faithful toil. Let our thoughts soar higher—let the nature and nobility of 
our calling also enter into the matter. Let us think of others as well as 
ourselves in relation to our work. What a splendid lesson as to this is 
set us in the life of Paul. For the glory that was set before him he life-
long laboured, but how much was there of an utterly unselfish character 
that entered into his prospective happiness. Paul’s incentive was not 
merely the thought of his own salvation, but also that of others— 
“What is our hope, our joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in 
the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?” (1 Thess. 2:19). 
Brethren, are we Paul-like? If not, our chances of eternal life are but 
poor. How Paul’s mind, when thought upon, speaks to us of the 
blessedness of the kingdom—how it opens out to us the time when we 
shall see a perfect fulfilment of the Royal Law (Matt. 22:37–39). 

The public mind, in its reverence for the Word of God, is 
degenerating at a rate which is astounding. Things which would have 
appalled a little while since are now applauded. The recent dramatising 
of the sacred narrative of “Joseph and his brethren” is but one of many 
instances of the growing evil. A few years ago the Lord Chamberlain 
would have refused to allow any direct quotation from the Scriptures to 
be made upon the stage; but now he sanctions the performance of a 
complete Biblical story—notwithstanding its adulteration with 
demoralising rubbish from the Koran and other profane quarters. The 
poor Censor has had to give way to the Noah’s-day spirit of the times. 
The newspaper writers regard the change as a laudable triumph. They 
predict many more such plays— “for which material from the same 
quarry will be used.” They argue that this departure from the good old 
rule will attract people to the theatre who have hitherto refrained from 
attending on religious grounds (Oh, the depths and wiliness of the 
Satan!). They even assert that the success which attends the new play is 
an evidence that religion is a reality in the minds of the rising 
generation. Yes, they say all this, and much more which should make 
every true Christadelphian sigh. We are in no doubt as to what Christ 
would say if he were to utter his mind regarding the unworthy and 
blasphemous handling of the oracles of God for the amusement and 
carnal gratification of a theatre audience—of this union of the holy 
Scriptures with fulsome, amatory, degrading trash, in order to make the 
divine account more sensational and spicy to playgoers. 

                                                                —Bro. A.T. Jannaway  1913 
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THOUGHTS GLEANED BY THE WAY   
By a Wayfarer 

“These are written that ye might believe”.  John 20:31 

  BELIEF IS the motive power behind all human activity. Without a 
strong belief in the desirability of one’s objective, failure is almost 
certain. 

  The inventor toils, often in poverty, and endures the jeers of the 
skeptical, because he believes that eventually he will be rewarded for 
creating some device which will be of great benefit to mankind, and 
bring to the inventor fame and fortune. 

The explorer sails into uncharted seas, or plunges into the trackless 
wilderness because he believes that he can reach that goal for which he 
is seeking and the fulfillment of all his dreams. 

Whatever one’s character may be, good or bad, depends chiefly on 
the principles believed. A strong belief in right principles tends to 
building of good character; belief in evil principles leads to immorality, 
crime and wickedness. 

And so we could go on to include the whole range of human 
activity, showing that each action, good or bad, was the result of belief 
in something. To this all informed people will agree. It is inescapable; 
it is a matter of common and universal knowledge. 

Yet, strange to say, when it comes to the most vital matter of all—
that action which makes all others pale into utter insignificance—
popular thought does a complete about-face and says that belief is not 
essential at all. That is, when it comes to one’s eternal salvation, we 
are told it makes no difference what we believe, if anything at all, 
concerning the great issues involved. This notion is not only commonly 
accepted by the rank and file of humanity, by the overwhelming 
majority of church members, but by professed preachers of the Gospel. 

We affirm, on the basis of infallible scripture testimony, that it not 
only makes a difference what we believe, it makes all the difference in 
the world—the difference between eternal salvation and eternal 
condemnation. 

Is it reasonable to assume that the God of heaven would condescend 
to reveal His eternal plan of redemption, for the specific purpose of 
making known His will and purpose to man that he might be saved, and 
then permit these weak, fallible creatures to do as they please about 
believing or accepting it? 

Is it logical that God should so lightly esteem His own word, 
delivered through His inspired prophets and apostles, many of whom 
suffered death in doing so, and then permit man to treat it lightly—
believe it or disbelieve it as he may choose? 

Can we believe that God will crown with “glory, honor and 
immortality” those who reject or disbelieve His Word delivered 
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through His only begotten Son? Will He save anyone merely because 
he is “sincere” in his unbelief? 

God has given to no one the right to tell his fellowman what he must 
believe, or how he shall worship God. Neither has God given to anyone 
the right or privilege of choosing his own creed, or worshipping God in 
any way except that way which God provides. 

Cain and Abel (Gen. 4) offer the first example of what God requires 
of man in this respect. Abel followed God’s way and was accepted. 
Cain chose his own way and was condemned. Let us be sure we follow 
the example of Abel and not of Cain. 

In the absence of divine revelation, man’s religion must depend 
solely upon his own thinking and reasoning. It is because so many have 
assumed the right to formulate their own creeds, and use the great 
blessing of religious freedom as license to ignore God’s word and 
believe as they please, that we see so many creeds and conflicting 
religious beliefs in the world today. Sinful man is altogether incapable 
of framing his own way of salvation. His natural tendency is to go 
contrary to God’s will and purpose. Therefore, when he attempts to 
choose his own religion and think as he pleases, he is certain to go 
wrong. 

There is nothing more evident in Bible history than the fact that the 
vast majority of mankind have always been wrong. Only a small 
minority have ever been in full accord with God and His word. Only a 
few in any age have been willing to heed the divine injunction— 

“Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord and He will have mercy 
upon him, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isa. 55:7-9). 

The very first consideration in the delivering of God’s message of 
salvation to man was that it might be believed, and it was through this 
belief that salvation was to be obtained. In John 20:20-31 we read—
”But these are written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that believing ye might have life through His name.” 

The Gospel preached by Christ and His apostles was a message 
requiring belief. Christ’s commission to the apostles was— 

“Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature. 
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth 
not shall be condemned” (Mark 16:15-17). 

Scriptural belief involves more than a vague belief in some kind of a 
supreme being or the mere acceptance of Christ as a Saviour. It refers 
to a certain form of doctrine, or teaching, as noted in the following 
testimonies. 

“Hold fast the form of sound words which thou hast heard of me” (2 
Tim. 1:13). 
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“Ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was 
delivered you” (Rom. 6:17). 

“It was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye 
contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints” (Jude 3). 

The purpose of the Gospel to the Gentiles was “to turn them from 
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may 
receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are 
sanctified by faith that is in me (Christ)” (Acts 26:18). 

No one can “call upon the name of the Lord” in the Scriptural sense, 
or come into fellowship and relationship with the Father and the Son 
except through a knowledge and belief of the Truth of the Gospel, as 
we read in Rom. 10:13-16— 

“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not 
believed? and how shall they believe in him in whom they have not 
heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?...So then faith 
comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 

Eternal blessing is obtained only through a belief in God’s word— 

“Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this 
prophecy, and keep the things that are written therein” (Rev. 1:3). 

On the other hand, in the last chapter of the Bible, God warns that if 
anyone shall add to His words, that God shall add unto him all the 
plagues written therein; and if anyone takes anything from that word, 
God will take away his part in the book of life (Rev. 22: 17-18). In 
writing to the church at Galatia, Paul warns them against permitting 
false teachers to pervert or adulterate the saving Gospel, saying— 

“As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any 
other Gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed” 
(Gal. 1:9). 

A lack of knowledge and belief of the Gospel definitely bars one 
from salvation. We read— 

“If our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost” (2 Cor. 4:3-4). 

Paul reminds the Ephesians that when they were ignorant of the 
divine plan of redemption as revealed in the covenants of promise— 

“That at that time ye were without Christ...having no hope and 
without God in the world” (Eph.2:11-12). 

It is an indisputable fact that all of whom it is testified in the Bible 
that they were accepted of God have been accepted on the basis of 
belief in His word. 

Cornelius, the first Gentile to be offered salvation in Christ, was 
accepted only after he had sent for Peter, at God’s direction— 

“Who shall tell thee words whereby thou and thy house shall be 
saved” (Acts 11:14). 
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It is said of Abraham, the great example of faith and 
righteousness— 

“Abraham believed God and it was imputed unto him for 
righteousness, and he was called the Friend of God” (Jas. 2:23); Rom. 
4:3). 

Only a casual reading of the 4th chapter of Romans and the 2nd 
chapter of James should teach anyone something which the “liberal-
minded” entirely overlook. It is that God forgives sins and bestows 
rewards only on the basis of belief in His word and obedience of His 
commands. 

The notion that God will save anyone solely on the basis of sincerity 
and morality is foreign to the scriptures. Abraham became the friend of 
God because he believed the word of God and did what God told him 
to do. What faith and righteous works did for Abraham it will do for us, 
because Paul tells us that it was not written for Abraham’s sake alone, 
but to all— “who walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham” 
(Rom. 4:11,12,23,24). 

Now it amounts to a certainty that the way of salvation has not 
changed since the days of the Apostles. There has been no further 
revelation. The only change that has taken place is that Christendom 
has departed from the faith once delivered to the saints. These doctrines 
of men have undergone many changes, but— “the word of God abideth 
forever.” 

The Gospel is still— “the power of God unto salvation.” 

The Gospel or “good news” of salvation, which the Apostles 
preached is defined as “the things concerning the Kingdom of God and 
the Name of Jesus Christ” (Acts 8:12). It is God’s message of a coming 
kingdom on earth, which will bless all nations and in which the saints 
will receive their reward of the inheritance. The things concerning the 
Name of Jesus Christ is composed of the things relating to Christ—His 
nature, His mission, His sacrificial offering for sin, His resurrection, 
and everything pertaining to salvation in Him. This Gospel has the 
power to save— “for therein is the righteousness of God revealed” 
(Rom. 1:16-17). 

In it God has revealed Himself, His purpose, His will. It is that 
which makes us free (Jn. 8:32); it is the word of life (Phil. 2:16); it is— 
“able to build you up and to give you an inheritance among all them 
which are sanctified” (Acts 20: 32); “By which also ye are saved” (1 
Cor. 15:2). 

To briefly summarize: Jesus Christ and His apostles taught that man 
is by nature a sinner, condemned to death (Rom. 5:12); That God has 
offered to man a plan by which he can be freed and inherit eternal life 
Rom. 6:23); That salvation depends on a belief in God’s plan of 
salvation centered in Christ (Jn. 3:16); that there is but one Faith (Eph. 
4:5); that this faith comes by hearing and believing the word of God 
(Rom. 10:17); that no one can please God without this faith (Heb. 
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11:6); That all who were blind or had no knowledge of the Gospel were 
lost (2 Cor. 4:3); that to reject God’s word brings certain condemnation 
(John 12: 48); That to neglect “that great salvation” is fatal (Heb 2:1-4). 

One of, if not the greatest sin of the present age is the neglect of 
God’s word. The baneful effects of this general unbelief and skepticism 
are already apparent in the awful wave of crime and immorality which 
is sweeping over the world, and in the obvious weakness of popular 
“liberal” religions which stand helpless as they face an unbelieving 
world which they have taught “it makes no difference what you 
believe.” 

Such “broad-mindedness” has been very pleasing to the world. They 
have taken the preachers of smooth things at their word and have 
rejected everything which might interfere with the pursuit of their 
worldly ways. God’s saving word is ignored and in its place we have 
everything that is pleasing to the flesh, things that “seem right unto a 
man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” 

Let us follow the advice of the inspired apostle James, chap. 1:21, 
and— “receive with meekness the engrafted word which is able to save 
your souls...and be doers of the word and not hearers only.” 

Uninspired man may offer us much in things that pertain to this life 
but he stands mute and helpless at the graveside. God’s word alone can 
guide us into eternity.                                          —Bro. O. Beauchamp 

 

Christ in the Psalms 
“All things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses, 

and in the Prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning me”—Luke 24:44 

This article is from the Apostolic Advocate, 1835, reprinted in the 
Christadelphian, 1873. In reading the Advocate, we marvel at brother Thomas' 
grasp of many deep things of the Truth so early in his studies.  

PSALMODY, the singing of metres or measures dictated by 
the Holy Spirit, was the means prescribed by the Apostle to the 
Ephesians by which to exhilarate and cheer their hearts. He presents it 
as the antithesis of wine, and says (5:18)—  

“Be filled with the Spirit; speaking to one another in 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs; singing and making 
melody in your hearts to the Lord.”  

And again he says (Col. 3:16)—  

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; and with all 
wisdom teach and admonish each other by psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with gratitude in your hearts to the 
Lord” (Col. 3:16).  

Here the Apostle commands the Ephesian and Colossian disciples 
to—  

“Be filled with the Spirit.”  

“Let the Word of Christ dwell in them richly,” and  
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“With all wisdom teach and admonish each other.”  

How were they to obey these commands? The following 
phrases plainly show HOW they were to do it, namely, by speaking, 
singing, and making melody in the language of psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs.  

But, it may be asked, what is the meaning of the phrase 
“psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs”? I reply, the testimony concerning 
the Christ arranged in the form of psalms, or concise celebrations; 
hymns, or encomiastic measures; and spiritual songs, 
extemporaneously inspired odes.  

Now, the question is, where in the Apostles' days was this 
“Word of Christ” to be found so arranged so that believers could have 
access to it for impletion? I reply, in the Book of Psalms. This was the 
National Psalmody of the Jewish Nation for many centuries. It is 
FULL, from the beginning to the end, of the “Word of Christ.” Jesus 
and his apostles have enstamped upon it the divine imprimatur—  

“All things must be fulfilled which were written 
CONCERNING ME” (says Jesus) “in the Law, the Prophets, 
and (the Hagiographa, holy writings, or) the Psalms.”  

And Paul, when quoting the words of David, says—  

“Wherefore, AS SAYS THE HOLY SPIRIT, Today, etc...”  

And Peter says that David—  

“Being a prophet, spake of the resurrection of the Messiah, 
etc...”  

If there were no other prophecies than those contained in the 
book of Psalms, these contain abundant and sufficient testimony to 
prove that the Messiah of God should—  

Be a sufferer for sin;  

Be declared righteous by a resurrection from the dead;  

Be exalted to the right hand of the Majesty on high;  

Be an object of adoration;  

Descend from heaven again, attended with angels;  

Come to Zion, raise the dead, subdue the nations, establish his 
Name forever, etc., etc. . .  

Nay, so full are they of these subjects, so glowingly and plainly 
depicted, that one might draw from them such a prophetic portrait of 
Messiah that, upon comparing it with apostolic testimonies, Jesus of 
Nazareth would be found to answer the description in every particular.  

“The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy” (Rev. 19:10),  

— a spirit that is nowhere more luxuriantly exhibited than in the 
Book of Psalms. A few instances may suffice to prove this: —  

Were the Heathen, and the Jews, and the Kings of the land, and 
the Princes of Israel, to conspire against the Messiah? Was this 
conspiracy to be successful, and yet was he to be delivered by a 
resurrection? (Psa. 2). This was the fate of Jesus, see Acts 4:26.  
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         In Psa. 6, Messiah prays for salvation from the power of death —  

“In death no praise ascends to Jehovah:  

“In the grave, who can give thanks to Thee?”  

In Psa. 9, in view of suffering for sin, he invokes the Father thus —  

“Have pity upon me, O Lord! Look upon my affliction from 
them that hate me. Lift me up from the gates of death!”  

In Psa. 12, Jehovah says —  

“I will place him in safety upon whom they pour contempt.”  

And as expletive of the manner of Messiah's deliverance, we 
are told in Psa. 57 that Jehovah would send from heaven and save him, 
and that he would “wake,” or rise from the dead, “at the early dawn.” 
The same thing is foreshown in Psa. 18, in these words —  

“He (Jehovah) stretched forth His hand from above. He 
took me and drew me from deep waters. He delivered me from 
my strong enemy (death).”  

His restoration to life, his breaking through a troop of armed 
men, and over a wall by which he was blocked in, is also predicted in 
vs. 28-29 —  

“Thou causest my lamp to shine. Jehovah, my God, 
enlighten my darkness. For by Thee (O Jehovah) I have broken 
through a troop; through my God I have leaped over a wall.”  

Turn to the apostolic testimony, and what does it say concerning 
Jesus?—  

That he was put to death by the aforesaid combination;  

That a troop of soldiers was set as a guard over him;  

That he was secured in the tomb by a great stone by which the 
entrance was blocked up;  

That at the early dawn of the first day of the week he arose 
from the state of the dead, God having sent an angel from 
heaven who rolled away the upwalling stone, aided by an 
earthquake;  

That his lamp of life being thus trimmed by the oil of 
gladness (or power or Spirit of Jehovah), his darkness was 
enlightened; and  

That having emerged from the chamber of death, he broke 
through the Roman troops, to their great consternation.  

Did Jehovah in the language of the Psalms (110:1) say to 
Messiah —  

“Sit thou down at My right hand until I make thine enemies thy 
footstool”?  

The apostles testify that this same Jesus hath been exalted to be 
both Jesus and Messiah (Acts 2:35) and that he —  

“Sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high” (Heb. 1:3). 
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 Once more, and lastly: Paul says that Jesus was delivered for 
our offences, and raised for our justification, or pardon (Rom. 4:25); 
and further, that if the Christ has not been raised, your faith is useless, 
you are still in your sins, or unjustified (1 Cor. 15:15:17). Certainly 
also they who are fallen asleep in (the faith of the) Christ are perished, 
or will never see eternal life (v. 18).  

We see then from this the immense importance of the 
resurrection of the Messiah; and that had his blood only been shed and 
he remained in the state of the dead, that blood would have been of no 
value to Jehovah as an expiation of sin. For Messiah not being raised 
again would have shown that he had not been accepted as a propitiation 
for iniquity.  

This same doctrine is taught by the Holy Spirit in Psa. 30. The 
preface of this ode, contained in vs. 1-3, is a celebration of Jehovah's 
praise for having raised Messiah from the dead. Says the Holy Spirit, 
who afterwards dwelt in the incarnated Logos—  

“I will extol Thee, O Lord, for Thou hast lifted me up” (v.1).  

“O Lord, Thou hast raised me from the grave; Thou hast 
kept me alive (in such a manner) that (though dead) I should 
not go down to the pit (or see corruption)”—v. 3.  

And he continues (vs. 8-10)—  

“I cried unto Thee, O Jehovah: to Jehovah I made 
supplication (saying), What will my blood profit Thee, that I 
should go down to the pit (or see corruption)?  

“Can dust (or a man dead in his grave) praise Thee? Can it 
(he) declare Thy faithfulness?  

“Hear, O Lord, and have pity upon me (in the tomb): be Thou, . 
Lord, my Helper (or Deliverer from death)!”  

In view of this deliverance, he says (vs. 11-12)—  

“Thou didst turn my mourning into dancing; Thou didst loose 
my sackcloth and gird me with gladness.  

“Wherefore I will sing praise to Thee, and not be silent. O 
Jehovah my God, I will give thanks to Thee forever!”  

I presume no one will deny that the phrase “the Word of 
Christ” is fairly represented by that of “the Testimony concerning the 
Christ or Messiah.” If so, then the command of the apostle is that we 
should store up this testimony richly in our memories and 
understanding; and that we should make it the subject matter of our 
speech or conversation (thus seasoning it as with salt), and the burden 
of our melody, or sweetest singing, and so melodizing in our hearts to 
the Lord. Says James—  

“Is any one cheerful? Let him sing psalms.”  

—the divine songs of the true Israel of God.  



                                                                                                      Berean 2018—70 

 

The intelligent Jews, in whose minds these hymns were 
treasured up, when they beheld the facts of the life of Jesus, could 
say—  

“Is not this he of whom the prophets have spoken?”  

And who of these prophets was more renowned among them 
than David, the Royal Poet of their nation? They, then, in their 
psalmody, extolled the life, miracles, wisdom, sufferings, death, 
resurrection, exaltation and glories following the sufferings of him who 
was to come.  

And we, by the light of apostolic testimony, can, if we will, in 
the same melodies celebrate the same thing in relation to him who was 
indeed come, and will, ere long, make his appearance again.  

But it has been said that “Paul does not at all refer to the 
Psalms of David, because he says 'psalms' and not ‘THE Psalms,' by 
which definite article they are always designated.''  

A sufficient reply to this, we conceive, may be found in the fact 
that he referred to those “psalms, hymns and spiritual songs” which 
contain the “Word of Christ.” If the Psalms of David do not contain the 
Word of Christ, then Paul had not reference to them. If, on the other 
hand, they DO, then he did refer to them, and to all others in which that 
Word was treasured up.  

This leads us to obviate another objection that lies in our way, 
namely, that “Although the Psalms of David may have been used by the 
congregations in Judea, which were composed almost entirely of Jews, 
they could not have been constituted the sacred or spiritual songs of 
Gentiles remote from that country, for they were ignorant of these 
writings.”  

We do not feel much weight in this objection, for it would 
appear from 1 Cor. 14:26 that when the brethren of Corinth came 
together for worship, they abounded with metrical compositions, for, 
says the apostle—  

“When you come together each of you has a psalm.”  

From whence did they get these psalms, but from the Holy 
Spirit, the poet of the Body of Christ? Seeing that this congregation 
was composed chiefly of recent pagans and some Jews, all their 
acceptable worship must have been derived from an inspiring fount.  

The Holy Spirit, whether whispering in their ears or breathing 
through the apostles, was their great illuminator or instructor in prayer 
or psalmody and everything else necessary for the edification of the 
Body of Christ. He dictated odes to Moses, to David or Asaph, and to 
the Corinthian brethren. He testified concerning the Christ “in various 
ways” (Heb. 1:1), so that whether we refer to a psalm of David, the 
oracles of the prophets, or the spiritual songs of the Corinthians, the 
Christ was all and in all.  
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Although the Psalms of David are all “spiritual songs,” I am 
inclined to the opinion that the phrase is limitable to the songs of the 
Inspiring Spirit in the apostolic times.  

The gifts of the Spirit were subject to the volition of the 
believers to whom they were entrusted. Hence, they were sometimes 
exercised in a very disorderly manner, and the psalmody of the 
congregation was occasionally subject to this irregularity, which Paul, 
in 1 Cor. 14, labors to correct. They prayed and sang sometimes in 
languages they did not understand: hence, they failed to “make melody 
IN THEIR HEARTS to the Lord”— 

“Since you are earnestly desirous of spiritual gifts..”  

—or gifts of the Spirit, as spiritual songs are songs of the Spirit—  

“. . seek them that you may abound for the EDIFICATION 
of the congregation.. If I pray in a foreign language, my 
spirit..”  

—that is, the portion of the Spirit distributed to me—  

“. . prays; but my UNDERSTANDING is unfruitful.”  

—that is, I am ignorant of what I speak, not knowing the language. 
This accounts for his saying—  

“Let him who prays in a foreign language pray that he may 
interpret for the edification of the congregation.”  

The same remarks obtain in relation to their psalmody. In view 
of this, he inquires —  

“What then is to be done? I will (he replies) pray with the 
spirit (spiritual gifts of prayer), but I will pray with the 
understanding (power of interpreting the prayer); I will sing 
with spirit (spiritual gift of song), but I will sing also with 
understanding (power of interpreting the song).  

“Else, how shall he who fills up the place of the private 
person (disciple possessing no spiritual gift) say the Amen, if 
he understands not what you say?”  

The proper subject of the psalmody of the mystical Body of 
Christ is everything that appertains to the fortunes of the literal 
sufferings and glorified body of Messiah—all the events and relations, 
the antecedents and consequents of its varied destiny.  

What an admirable fitness there is in the MYSTICAL Christ 
celebrating the sufferings, death, resurrection, and triumphant 
exaltation of the LITERAL Messiah in the compositions of the Holy 
Spirit!  

What more grateful incense could ascend to God than such a 
spiritual sacrifice? It would indeed be acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. It would be showing forth, unerringly, the perfection of Him 
Who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light!  

“GOD IS KING! Sing ye praise with understanding!”  

“For it is good to sing praise to our God!”  

                                                                              —Bro. John Thomas 
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Hints for Bible Markers 

The Psalms 

Psalm 8:4 

“What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, 
that thou visitest him?” 

When a man without the knowledge concerning the things of the 
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ tries to explain the Bible 
the results are laughable, pitiable, and sorrowful. It is laughable when 
we see the news clips they try to jump through to make the Scriptures 
bend to their will and the confusion when all does not fit neatly. 
Pitiable because they will never know true beauty of God’s word. And 
sorrowful because they are doomed to destruction and even in life will 
never know true peace that is given by God to those who truly love his 
Word. 

We have a fine example of their confusion when we consider what 
they say about this verse in the Believer’s Study Bible. They write, 
“Discuss the significance of 8:4 Two different Hebrew words are 
employed in reference to man in this text: (1) ˒enosh (first occurrence), 
which portrays man in all his weakness and frailty; and (2) ˒adam 
(second occurrence), which magnifies man’s relationship to the ground. 
The psalm is paradoxical in the sense that man is pictured as being 
weak and mortal on the one hand, yet possessing a dignity and glory 
second only to God on the other (cf. 144:3; Job 7:1).” 

The claim is the use of wording which creates a paradox in this 
verse. Paul has no difficulty in quoting this verse and the next in 
Hebrews and applying it to Christ. Hebrews 2:6-10 “But one in a 
certain place testified, saying, What is man, that thou art mindful of 
him? or the son of man, that thou visitest him? (7) Thou madest him a 
little lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honor, 
and didst set him over the works of thy hands: (8) Thou hast put all 
things in subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection 
under him, he left nothing that is not put under him. But now we see 
not yet all things put under him. (9) But we see Jesus, who was made a 
little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with 
glory and honor; that he by the grace of God should taste death for 
every man. (10) For it became him, for whom are all things, and by 
whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the 
captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.” It was not 
paradoxical to Paul as he applied it, emphasizing Jesus, identifying him 
with his brethren of the human race and then placing him far into his 
future. Paul well knew, “God is not the author of confusion, but of 
peace, as in all churches of the saints.” (1 Corinthians 14:33)  

                               Continued next month should the Lord will                      Bro. Beryl Snyder 


