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Ecclesial News
WHANGAREI, N.Z. - Sunday School 9 am; Memorial 10:30 am; Bible Class
Wednesday in homes-bro. Ron Crocker, 4 Wai Place, One Tree Point,
Ruakaka, 0118 New Zealand; Ph 9-4327·954. Email: ronley@ihug.co.nz
TO our brethren and sisters in Christ Jesus our Lord and Sav
iour, scattered far and wide over God's glorious creation, Love
and Greetings.

It is a great blessing to be visited by those of like faith and
hope. Sadly those occasions are now few, so it was a lift for our
ecclesia to hear that bro. Jeff Hodges, from the Esperance Ecole
sia, was planning to spend time with us in Whangarei, and we
looked forward to his visit and all too soon it was over. Even if
not continually engaged in the things of the Truth, just being
with other brethren and sisters is a comfort and blessing in that
the Truth guides our beliefs and walk and is an indication of
association with those of like faith in the Kingdom Age.

The Lamb's Bride will be a great multitude, made up of men
and women, mostly strangers to one another, from every lan
guage, culture, generation and race, for God has not left Himself
without witnesses and in every age the Spirit searches out those
predestined to come within the sphere of the Spirit's operation
in preparation for service in guiding a troubled world out of
darkness into light.

All the brotherhood are no doubt following with great inter
est the outworking of events in Ukraine, and with our readings
in Isaiah ch. 17 and 18 today, 28th May, it brings home to us the
wonder of living at such a time as this. Israel also contains a
large number of Russian speaking Jews, many of whom are from
those regions caught up in this present conflict.

God long ago told ofpresent day conditions through the mouth
of His Hebrew prophets and warned them and us that the latter

(Continued on page 213)
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Studies and Thoughts BY BROTHER JOHN THOMAS

THE MAN OF SIN
The presence of the Man of Sin in Rome for upwards of

twelve centuries past may be determined by Paul's descrip
tion of him. If we find an order of men there answering to the
character recorded against them, we may know that the Man
of Sin has been revealed. He describes him as one "who op
poses and exalts himself above every one called a god, or an
object ofveneration; so that he sits in the temple ofthe god as a
god, exhibiting himselfthat he is a god. "

This in few words is highly descriptive of the Popes. "God"
in the passage signifies a ruler of whatever kind; for "god" in
the Scriptures is applied to angels, magistrates, and the whole
nation oflsrael ; as , "I said, ye are gods; but ye shall die as one
of the princes;" and "worship him, ye gods ;" the former being
addresses to Israel; the latter, to the angels concerning J esus.
The "temple of the god" is St. Peter's at Rome.

Now, the history of the papacy shows th e applicability of
the description to the Popes, and to them exclusively. They
have systematically opposed and exalted themselves above ev
ery ruler, whether emperors or kings, and above all bishops
and priests; so that they have sat in St. Peter 's as gods, exhib
iting themselves thus, because they claim to be gods upon earth .

The incarnate devilism of these blasphemers of God 's name,
and of His people, and murderers of His saints, cannot be
surpassed by any power that could possibly arise. They are
essentially sin corporealized in human shape ; and therefore
most emphatically the order of the Man of Sin; as " the Holy,
Apostolic, and Roman Catholic Church" is the "Mother of
Harlots, and of all the abominations of the earth ."

Paul styles this dynastic order the Lawless One; and be
cause of its destiny, "the Son ofPerdition." In the Apocalypse,
it is represented by an Eighth Head of the Beast, which di
vides "the habitable" with the Dragon. Of this head, the Spirit
saith, "It goeth to perdition." It is a head, which exercised
both civil and pontifical dominion over the west; and when
resolved into other symbols its conjoint dominion is repre
sented by a Two-horned Beast; and an image of the sixth head
of the Seven-headed Beast; the former symbolizing the Aus
trian power; and the latter, his ally, the Lawless One. These
are both doomed to perdition together.-Elpis Israel, 105
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DRUNK WITH BLOOD ...
Now it is the saints who refuse to adore the imperial Ro

man image, or Eyes and Mouth of the Little Horn; and who
have not the sign upon their foreheads, or in their right hands.
These are the parties whom the image has caused war to be
made upon, and who have been prevailed against, and killed
with all the attendant enormities of promiscuous massacre.

The slaughter of the Albigenses in Languedoc; of the Vaudois
in the valley of the Piedmontese mountains, in the thirteenth
and fifteenth centuries ; and of the Huguenots on St. Bartholo
mew's, and at the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes; the
dragonnades, drownings, etc., are instances of the cruelties
inflicted upon the saints by the roaring lion of the "eternal
city".

In the face of these teeming testimonies of history, the spe
cial pleaders of the Papacy have the hardihood and effrontery
to declare that the Head of their church has put none to death;
that their church is the pure, sinless spouse of Christ! But the
spirit denounces it as "drunk with the blood of the saints,"
because, in stirring up the secular powers to murder and mas
sacre the opponents of Romanism and the advocates of hu
man rights, it has "caused the saints to be killed"; and become
so dyed in wickedness, and steeped in crime, that its iniquity
hath at last reached unto heaven , and the burning flame of
war is consuming and destroying it unto the end.-E.I., 339

ROMAN BABYLON . ..
The scripture saith, "Precious in the sight of the Lord is

the death of his saints"; and "precious shall their blood be in
his sight." If the blood of the murdered Abel , crying from the
ground, was heard of God and avenged, what shall be said of
that exceeding great and piercing cry, which upon the same
principle, ascends to His throne from that ocean of blood which
has been poured out like water from the hearts of his slaugh
tered saints?

Doth it not cry aloud to heaven against popes, emperors,
kings, hypocritical and blaspheming priests, and their hordes
of mercenaries; and against all ecclesiastical abettors of arbi
trary power in Church and State? Yes, that voice, though un
heard and unheeded by those who worship the beasts and
their image, continually ascendeth, and hath "entered into
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the ears of the Lord of sabaoth", saying, "How long, 0 Lord,
holy and true, dost thou notjudge and avenge our blood on them
that dwell on the earth?" The hour has come, and the death
knell of the destroyer hath sent forth its clangour throughout
the dominion of the Roman beast.

As in the case of Sodom, though unseen by the eye of the flesh,
God hath "come down to see if they have done altogether ac
cording to the cry" . He has found it even so. "Their sins have
reached unto heaven", therefore He will reward them double for
all the evil with which they have afflicted His saints.-E.I., 353

THE GOD OF THE EARTH
That the term deity, or god , is rightly applied to this impe

rially apotheosized Roman bishop, is apparent from the fol
lowing testimonies -

"The venerable name of Pope (or Father )" says Gibbon,
speaking of A.D. 500, "was now appropriated to the Roman
Pontiff. " Addressed by nations, it was an imperial, and origi
nally a divine title. So Ovid says to Augustus, "Thou hast that
name through earth, which in high heaven is Jupiter's; thou,
the Father of men, He of the gods ." And Horace, "Here thou
mayest love to be called Father and Prince."

The title as given to the Roman Bishop, was sometimes in
the form Pater Patrum, Father of fathers; as in a letter from
the bishop of Larissa to Boniface II, A.D. 531, in which occurs
the sentence, "to my holy lord, and over all most blessed, and
truly venerable Father of Fathers, the universal Patriarch
(ChiefFather) Boniface." The imperial and royal sense attached
to the title pope, is illustrated in the legend of the medal of
Julius III; "Dominus Julius Rep. Christianae Rex. ac Pater
"Lord Julius, King and Father of the Christian Common
wealth. "

In the time of Charlemagne, A.D. 799, a Roman Council de
clared, that the Pope who was the judge of all men was above
being judged by any other than himself. So in the year 1090 ,
"that the right of judging concerning every church is to the Pope
alone; but he himself, indeed, is subject to the judgment of none ."
Afterwards in the Canon Law, collected and published by Gratian
in the 12th century, it was said, "It is certain that the Pontiffwas
called a god by the pious prince Constantine; and it is manifest
that God cannot be judged by men ."
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This claim continued unchanged in the 15th century. So
A.D. 1463, on Paul II dismissing Platina after his election,
and Platina's threatening to bring the case before the judges
of the Rota, Paul fiercely replied, "Thou bring us before the
judges? Would'st thou not know, that all laws are placed in
the repository of our breast? . . . I am Pontiff: and upon the
pleasure of my mind it depends both to rescind, and approve
the acts of others. " Assuredly, no future antichrist can be more
entitled to the name, "Lawless," than the popes.

The pope was frequently addressed as Christ, and received
the title as distinctively and only his due. lllustrative of this
S. Bernard in the 12th century writes to Pope Eugenius, "Con
sider that thou art the Vicar of Christ, the Christ of the Lord."

Another and later illustration occurs in an official report
about Pope Martin's embassy to the Greek Emperor contain
ing the following description of the Pope by his own accred
ited orator: "The most Holy and most Blessed One, who hath
divine judgment, who is Lord on earth; successor of Peter, the
Lord's Christ, Lord of the universe, Father of kings, Light of
the world, the Chief Pontiff Pope Martin ." It was the com
mand of Gregory VII, that "the name of the pope alone should
be recited in the churches;" and Southey observes , that men
were required to bow at the Pope's name (so recited) as at
Christ's.

In setting up for Vicar, he claimed to be the substitute, not
of a pure man, but of the true God - "Summus Pontifex non
hominis purised 'VERI DEI, oere Vicarius appellatur:" - rul
ing in place of the true God on earth - "VERI DEI, VICEM
gerit in terris, " as said Innocent III.

"Sir Culling Eardly," says Mr. Elliott, from whose Latin
notes I have translated these gleanings, "in a late pamphlet,
notices the following title of a book, published with the sanc
tion of the Neapolitan censorship in 1724, and which illus
trates the common application of this title Vice-God to th e
popes, even in the 18th century: "Istoria dell' antica Repub
lica di amalfi; Consecrata al VICE DEO Benedetto decimo
terzo, Pontefice Ottimo Massimo. Con licenza dei Superiori" 
History of the ancient Republic of Amalphi; Consecrated to
the Vice-God Benedict XIII., a perfectly good supreme pon
tiff. With license of the Superiors.

The Papal Casuists say, "that honor which is due to Christ,
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according to what God is, is due to the Pope; because honor is
due to power. But the power of Christ, according to what God
is , and of the Pope, is one ." The same had been set forth by
Innocent in his Decretals, "the Pope is God because the Vicar
of God: also in the Canon Laws' statement, before referred to,
that Constantine called the pope a God; with the gloss, "Our
Lord God the Pope."

In the year 727, Gregory II, boasted to the Dragon-Em
peror, that "all the kings of the west held the pope to be a God
upon earth." In this he told the truth ; for when Stephen vis
ited France to obtain aid from the Franks against the
Lombards, Pepin received him, according to Sismondi , as a
Divinity.

RUSSIA IN THE LATTER DAYS
Hence, the title bestowed by Ezekiel upon the confederacy of

th e latter days , clearly imports that the Prince of the Russias is
to become Imperial Chief of Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Ger
many, and so forth. "He shall enter into the countries, and shall
overflow and pass over. He shall enter also into the land of de
lights, and many countries shall be overthrown"-Dan. 11:40-41.

The Russian Autocracy, then, in the fulness of its dominion
being Ezekiel's Gog, the next thing to inquire is, will the power
display itself as Ezekiel predicts, before or after the manifesta
tion of YAHWEH in power and great glory? In answer to this we
remark, that Ezekiel evidently declares-

1. That a gathering out of many peoples will be in prosperous
occupation of the land oflsrael; and that of this gathering many
will be Israelites-Eze. 38:8,14, 16.

2. That this colony does not overspread the whole country;
but is limited to "the midst of the land"-verse 12; Isa. 6:12-13.

3. That the prosperity of this central colony becomes a bait,
tempting Leviathan to bite; in consequence of which Yahweh's
hook enters his jaws-verses 10-12; Isa. 27:1.

4. That Gog invades the land, and because actually there, the
Lion-Power of Tarshish makes war upon him-verse 13.

5. That the invasion of the land by Gog is the exciting cause of
the outbreak ofADONAIYAHWEH'S fury-verse 18.

6. That after Adonai Yahweh 's fury is thus aroused, his pres
ence is manifested upon the land, accompanied with a great earth
quake therein, and a panic seizure of all the men, inhabitants
and combatants engaged-verses 19, 20.
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7. That afterAdonai Yahweh 's presence has evened, "a sword"
is developed against Gog, "throughout all Yahweh's mountains;"
and with which He pleads against Gog, in the eyes of the many
nations fighting under his banner against the Lion-Power of
Tarshish--verses21-23.

8. That the sword with which Adonai Yahweh, or Jesus Christ,
pleads against Gog, causes his power to be broken upon the moun
tains ofIsrael---eh. 39:1-5.

9. That the war is then transferred from Canaan to Europe,
indicated by the terms "Magog" and "the Isles"-verse 6.

1O. That these events being consummated, Israel no more pol
lutes the holy name; and "THE DAY"proclaimed in the Gospel of
the Kingdom, and styled by Paul "the Day ofthe Christ, is intro
duced-verses 7, 8; the Day of Adonai Yahweh's glorification
verse 13.

11. That from the time of the great sacrifice of Gog upon the
mountains ofIsrael by the Sword ofJudgment called for by Adonai
Yahweh; when this is eaten; when the vengeance is executed upon
the invader; then will begin the work of bringing again the cap
tivity of Jacob, and the bestowal of mercy upon the whole house
ofIsrael--verses 17-25; and lastly,

12. ThatAdonai Yahweh will then pour out the spirit upon the
twelve tribes--verse 29.

Such is the order of events, to our mind plainly predicted by
the prophet.

Being satisfied of the correctness of this analysis of the two
chapters, we affirm, with full assurance offaith, that the Russian
Power will certainly enact the grandly prominent part assigned
it before the advent of the Messiah in power and great glory.

Voyage To Australia And New Zealand
And Other Lands

(Cont in ued)

Wednesday, April 8th-Weather wet and cold. After writing,
paid an afternoon visit to Miss Walker, sister to brother C. C.
Walker, of Birmingham.

In the evenin g, there was a somewhat improved attendance
at the lecture. Still, it was a poor affair except for the beautiful
things always involved in the contemplations of the Truth.
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We always do ourselves good when the Gospel is preached,
whether there is an appreciative audience or not.

* * *
Thursday, April 9th-In the forenoon spent a pleasant couple

of hours with brother Gamble and other brethren at the house
of sister Smi th, and in the evening at 7:55, took night train (there
is no other train) for Adelaide.

Arrived next morning between 9 and 10 in the midst of a
terrific storm. Brother Macdonald met me at the station, and
conveyed me to his elegant and loving home in Hutt Street.

In the evening, there was a lecture in the New Trades Hall on
the Bible significance of the present state of the Turkish Empire,
brother Ellis presiding. There was a good audience. The breth
ren succeeded in getting a good notice into the papers.

* * *
Saturday, April 11th-Wrote in the morning: went out in the

afternoon; in the evening wrote again, but intermitted work at a
certain stage to talk with brethren who had called, and were in
another room.

* * *
Sunday, April 12th-Met with the brethren in their place of

meeting for the breaking of bread; a large and pleasant meeting.
Addressed th em on the reality, truth, and excellence of our hope.

Children a little too prominent; cannot be helped perhaps, yet
perhaps it can. Let them be placed away behind, so that the
object of the meeting may not be interfered with. The object is
spiritual exercise, deep and impressive.

There is a right and a dear place for the children, as there is
for everything else. Out of this place, they are liable to be-well,
not acceptable, when they might be delightful. Parental author
ity is the first requisite, and then wise arrangements.

In the evening, there was a crowded audience (brethren 's meet
ing-place) to hear of the powerless position of the Papacy as a
sign of the nearness of the Lord.

* * *
Monday, April 13th-Day spent in writing; lecture in the

evening on the mission of the political frogs: better audience:
brother Hopkins presiding.

* * *
Tuesday, April 14th-Took it into my head to write "Open

Letter to the Readers of the Christadelphian ," which appeared
in the Christadelphian for July following.
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In the evening, took tea with brother Mansfield and family:
most pleasing experience: Godly-hearted family with practical
capability of hand and eye . How interesting is human nature
when wisdom rules.

They gave me a curio or two, to take home. This was owing
to my m entioning that I had received a request from an Ameri
can sister to bring something from Australia for her scientific
daughter-if only a small bottle of sand.

If I had been in the mood for either photo or curio collect
ing, the long journey afforded me capital opportunities: but
my mind was in another line. But a request from a dear be
loved family woke me up. There is nothing so pleasing as th e
service oflove.

I got a few things together: but I regret that when I got to
the place in America where they ought to have been safely
delivered, most of them were in a state of ruin and debris from
the smashing nature of the American baggage express service.
I had heard of the perils of this service, but did not provide
sufficiently against them in those careful wrappages that skilled
and experienced hands know how to employ.

Consequently my carefully labelled bottle of Henley beach
sand from Adelaide; ditto, ditto, crushed quartz from the ruby
mines of Beechworth; ditto, ditto, from an Australian gold mine,
I could only find in scattered fragments at the bottom of my
box.

A sea-ball (a natural formation by the action of the surf on a
fibre laden beach) was intact, but even this had a little adven
ture on the way. I was taking great care of the somewhat ten
der basket package, of which it formed a part, and left it in a
secure place in an empty carriage com par tmen t , while I slept
in an adjoining car.

On my returning to get it, that and everything else had dis
appeared. Enquiring at the guard, he informed that finding no
one in the compartment he had transferred the things for safety
to the van, and in doing so, a ball had roll ed out on to the line,
at a spot now some hundreds of miles away.

He had telegraphed back to the place to have the line in
spected. No doubt it would be found, and I would get it after
wards on application at Sydney, which I did. This was greatly
appreciated, as , also a small Australian bear, which received
much admiring attention from the children of the Buffum
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Street Christadelphian colony, Buffalo. But this is going too
far ahead.

In the evening, there was an informal ecclesial assembly at
brother Macdonald's, for consultation as to the best ecclesial
methods on some matters. The Adelaide ecclesia is not very
old, and was desirous of what people call "a wrinkle or two. "

* * *
Wednesday, April 15th, to Saturday, April 18th-These days

spent in similar manner; embracing two lectures in the New
Trades Hall , on Russia and Britain. Made the acquaintance of
what is called "The Christadelphian dog," an animal that at
tends all the meetings, whether public or private, and knows
all the places of resort, and all the brethren : behaves well,
curling himself demurely under chairs or tables at the proper
times, and saluting friends with a wag of his tail. He trotted
before us on the homeward journeys with becoming gravity.
He would be an example to some dogs with two legs.

* * *
Sunday, April 19th-Large and interesting meeting at the

breaking of bread in the morning. In the afternoon, brother
Walkup (a tall , spruce, intelligent and engaging young man,
not long married, and having the enthusiastic appreciation of
the truth that belongs to "fir st love " and sometimes continues
to the very last love; may it be so with him, which I should say
is probable, from the nature of the "soil") drove me out to the
seaside at Henley, with sister Walkup and an interested and
interesting young lady friend. (God grant her the wisdom to
embrace heartily the hope of Israel).

The day was fine, the drive beautiful, and the conversation
gratifying.

In the evening, there was a crowded meeting to hear a lec
ture on Jewish movements and prospects as betokening the
near approach of the Kingdom of God .

After the lecture, the public having dispersed, the brethren
and sisters remained behind, and we had a sort of farewell
meeting. I told them of the possibility of my return to Aus
tralia under circumstances of which they might hear a wrong
version, and therefore of which I gave them the right.

We parted with mutual regret, and many declared resolves
on their part that they would act a more vigorous part hereaf
ter as the servants of the gospel in Adelaide.
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Monday, April 20th-Left Adelaide in the afternoon-a
number of brethren and sisters coming to see me off; hot day :
crowded station, and crowded train. In due time (a t 4.30 ), the
train started, and we were soon rushing eastwards, through many
picturesque wood-clad hills and valleys, towards Daylesford.

* * *
Tuesday, April 21st, to Friday, April 24th-Arrived at

Daylesford (after an all-night journey, and a change at Ballarat).
Brother Helpful Hinder met me at the station, and conveyed me
to Bachelor's Home, where it was not difficult to find ease and
comfort, notwithstanding the absence of some home features,
which were lamented by my two hosts (brother and brother-in
law) .

Daylesford is a picturesque place, which I described on the
occasion of my first visit. The weather on this occasion was wet,
as winter was approaching with May and June, when summer
holds high festival on the other side of the globe.

There were two lectures-favourably noticed before and after
by the local paper, but poorly attended by the Daylesford public.
The occasion was pure altar service , when the day of the truth's
misfortunes has to be borne as cheerily as possibly by the truth's
friends. The hall was gloomy, low-roofed, badly lit, and draught
swept.

Brother Gamble presided, and a number of brethren were
present from adjacent parts.

* * *
Saturday, April 25th-Left Daylesford in the forenoon for

Melbourne, where I arrived in the afternoon, and was met by
brother Adair, and driven to brother Robertson 's restful abode.

* * *
Sunday, April26th-Pleasant meeting in the morning, at the

breaking of bread.
In the evening, the lecture was in the Athenaeum Hall, the

largest public hall of Melbourne, next the Town Hall. The breth
ren had taken special advertising measures, and there was a
monster audience, at which many of the more respectable mem
bers of the community were present, including the ChiefJustice
of Victoria.

The subject was the Jews, in which many people are inter
ested. I was enabled to engage the attention of the audience,
successfully, for about an hour-and-a-half, and to make myself
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heard, notwithstanding the size of the place. There were many
hearty congratulations at the close .

* * *
Monday, April 27th-Farewell tea-gathering at the Y.M.C.

Hall. Large muster of brethren and sisters, and very hearty
meeting. After tea, several brethren spoke in a very gratifying
manner concerning my visit, now drawing to a close.

In responding, I gave some account of my experience in vari
ous parts of Australia and New Zealand since the time I had
left them, six months previously; and also some inkling of the
circumstances and proposals that might lead to my presence
in Australia every second year till the coming of the Lord.

The announcement was received with every manifestation
of pleasure; and at the close, I had to shake hands with almost
every person present, and then drove off, with less sorrow than
if I had had to go away with the idea that I, probably, would
never see them again.

* * *
Tuesday, April 28th to Friday, May 1st-Was to have gone

today to Albury, which is on the way to Sydney, but it had
been arranged at the last moment that I should go first to
Beechworth (30 miles distant from Albury); and make some
endeavour to help the brethren there to end a division, on
personal differences, which had lasted some time.

Brother Wortley met me at 1l.25p.m., and drove me to his
place at Glenwood, a romantically-situated bush clearing some
mile or two out of Beechworth. The reconciliation meeting
next day was an entire success, for which we were all purely
thankful.

There was another gratifying element in the situation. On
arriving, I was informed that Miss Frew, whom I had seen at
Albury six months before, was in Beechworth, and that she
had made up her mind to obey the truth. The news was good
news, for I had heard nothing of her in the in terval, and was
afraid that the opposition of a large circle of church friends
would be too much to allow of her practical submission to the
requirements of the truth. It was, therefore, both a joyful and
a surprising intimation. .

But there were clouds and obstacles. When I met her next
day, she was in tears at a letter of affectionate expostulation,
which she had received from her brother (the Superintendent
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of-the St. Matthew's Church Sunday School, under whom she
was a teacher).

Various other pressures were being brought to bear to deter
her from her intended course; and she was in distress. We had
a long conversation, which she said strengthened her, and re
newed her decision to go forward.

She invited me to question her with a view to her fitness for
immersion, which I did, with satisfactory results, but advised
her to submit to a similar process at the hands of the Albury
brethren on her return home.

My journey lay straight to the place, and we went there
together on Friday, May 1st, being driven part of the way by
brother Longmore, and the rest by train from Chiltern. Ar
rived at Albury, we parted.

Some time afterwards I received a note, stating she was
threatened with expulsion from home if she went on with her
baptism; what was she to do?

Sister Dinsmore authorised me, in a reply note, to offer her
a temporary home in that case. This seemed to disperse the
danger.

Then another note reported a pressing call upon her by the
canon, accompanied by another ecclesiastic, a "Rev." Allanson,
who was holding an I8-days "mission" in Albury. She had felt
unable to meet all their statements, but she had asked Mr.
Allanson if he would consent to meet me in her presence, and
that gentleman had consented: would I come?

I wrote back consenting, and another note fixed the inter
view to come off next day in the vestry of St. Matthew's Church,
at three o'clock in the afternoon, her immersion having been
arranged to take place in the evening, so that we might all
break bread together next day. (To be continued, God willing)

The Serpent And The Rod
By BROTHER G. V. GROWCOn

(Continued)

When Moses (Num. 20:8) is told to enter the sacred Most
Holy Place-the very presence of God-and bring out this Rod,
the whole forty-year history of its use would be before his mind,
from the time of the burning bush forward.

Now, all its former uses had been judicial. This fact has a
significant bearing on Moses' action at this time. With it he
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and Aaron had brought the plagues on Egypt; with it he had
smitten Amalek; with it he had smitten the Rock before at
God's command; and finally, it had been laid up in the Taber
nacle as a testimony "against the rebels" who challenged Mo
ses' and Aaron 's authority.

Now-when rebels are challenging his authority again, God
says: "Take the Rod." It is perfectly natural, then, that he
should smite the Rock, at the same time crying: "Hear now, ye
rebels!"

It was natural-but it was wrong. Moses had lost control of
himself, and contact with God. He was not thinking calmly. He
was excited and angry, and not paying attention to God's words.
Every word God speaks to man is vital. God had plainly said:
"Speak to the Rock."

* * *
When Miriam had questioned Moses' authority, it was tes

tified-
"Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men that
were upon the face ofthe earth" (N um . 12:3).
Webster's Dictionary defines "meek" as-"Mild of temper,

not easily provoked or irritated, patient under injuries: not vain,
haughty or resentful. "

Truly a beautiful character. Here is true strength. In Prov
erbs the wisdom of the Spirit tells us (16:32)-

"He that ruleth his own spirit is greater than he that taketh
a city."
Meekness is true self-control-the greatest achievement and

victory possible to man. And the man Moses was meek above
all the men on the face of the earth.

But on this occasion his self-control gave way. Angrily de
nouncing the children ofIsrael, he struck the Rock twice. The
water came out; the congregation drank; and the incident ap
peared closed. Moses, though doubtless regretting his brief
outburst, would probably-in the light of his forty years of
faithful labour-not regard it very seriously.

But it was not closed. God called him to account, and hum
bled His faithful servant Moses before this evil multitude who
were not fit to tie his shoes.

God said to him: "Ye believed me not." Did Moses really
disbelieve God? Belief is a far greater and deeper thing than
mere assent to the truth of a matter. Belief is what we DO.
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Our way of life is the true index of what we actually believe,
whatever our professions may be.

"What doth it profit though a man SAY he hath faith, and
have not works? Can faith save him ?" (J am . 2:14 ).
Ifwe SAYwe love God and desire to please Him, then deliber

ately choose a way of life (as marrying into the world) that we
know He hates, we clearly demonstrate what our belief actually
is-our faith (belief) is in the flesh , not in God.

John, the gentle apostle oflove, records plainly and bluntly
"Let no man deceive you: he that DOETH righteousness is
righteous. "
Moses did not sanctify God on this occasion-therefore it was

necessary for God to sanctify Himself in publicly punishing Mo
ses. David says that, under provocation, Moses "spake unadvisedly
with his lips. " James warns us (3:6)-

"The tongue is a fire, a world ofiniquity. If any man offend
not in word, he is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the
whole body."
Not only evil talking, but all foolish talking, says Paul, is an

abomination to the God of holiness. How much we say lightly
and forget! But God does not forget. Jesus said-

"Every idle word that men shall speak, they shallgive account
thereofin the day ofjudgment" (Matt . 12:36).
Because of the apparent drasticness of this saying, some have

endeavored to water it down by changing the meaning of the
word translated "idle," but when we look it up and face it squarely
we find it does mean "idle." Saintship is no light thing! The word
is "argos," meaning "idle, profitless, barren, unfruitful." It car
ries the idea of empty unproductiveness when there should be
usefulness.

* * *
Of the Rock that Moses struck, Paul says (1 Cor. 10:4): "That

Rock was Christ. " Here is a key to something far deeper than the
literal transaction, opening up to us a wide panorama of spir
itual significance-"The Rock was Christ. "

There were two incidents of the smitten Rock-one just be
fore Sinai when they had just come out of Egypt, and this present
one at the end of the forty years wandering.

The first time, Moses was commanded to smite the Rock to
bring forth the living water for Israel. It was in God's purpose
and providence that Israel, under the Mosaic constitution, should
smite the Christ-Rock, releasing the life-giving stream.
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But forty years later, at the end of the probation period, after
the wilderness journey, just on the verge of entering the Prom
ised Land, it was God's wisdom to portray a far different state of
affairs.

In the meantime the Rod of God had budded with new life,
manifesting His divine choice and approval. (Incidently, we learn
from the budding that it was the "Rod of an almond-tree," for it
"yielded almonds" Num. 17:8 .) Jeremiah, amid the desolations
of Jerusalem, saw the prophetic budding of an almond-rod (Jer.
1:11).

And the Rod had been laid up beyond the Veil in the Most
Holy Place---the very presence of God. Now, as the time for en
tering the land draws near, Moses is to bring forth the Rod out
of th e Most Holy Place before the whole congregation of Israel,
and then by speaking to the Rock draw water for the thirsty,
waiting people.

It is impossible to miss the significance. The blossomed, res
urrected Rod-hidden beyond the Veil-dearly portrays Christ,
as does the life-giving Rock. But how can the Rod and the Rock
both typify Christ, when one strikes the other? It is exactly the
same problem we have in seeing Christ in both the slaying Priest
and the slain Offering.

In the first place we must recognize the overall hand of God
throughout, in both Rod and Rock. The smiting was ordained by
God, and the Rock was provided by God. This unites the two
symbols. Not only so, but Christ himself was an active and vol
untary participant in the smiting. His crucifixion was his own
voluntary repudiation and smiting of the sin-power, so we can
see him in the Rod as well as in the Rock .

Furthermore, we must view the Rod of God in its broad his
torical perspective. It was first figuratively placed in the hands
of Adam-that is , divinely-bestowed authority and dominion.

In Moses' day it was embodied in the Law in the hands of
Moses . In Jesus' day the Rod and sceptre of the Kingdom of God
was still in the hands of Moses' successors, though the true Rod
and heir to the sceptre was in their midst.

In the Age to Come, God will "send the Rod of His strength
ou t of Zion."

But from beginning to end, Christ is at the heart of the Rod
symbol, for he was ordained from the world's foundation to be
its Ruler and Lawgiver.
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When regathered Israel stands in the latter day before the
Christ-Rock, at the entrance to the land, there is to be no rep
etition ofthe smiting-only a humble speaking to the Rock.

This was one time above all times in his long and eventful
life-when he stood at the end of the wilderness journey be
fore the Christ-Rock as the representative of a regathered and
repentant Israel-that Moses needed to portray self-abase
ment, and humility, and glory to God .

But by his words and actions he made himself a type of the
rebels who, says Ezekiel (20:38), will be purged out ofIsrael in
the wilderness of the people, and, declares the Spirit

"THEY SHALL NOT ENTER INTO THE LAND."
And so it was said to Moses, "Thou shalt not enter." We see

again in these things the limitless depths of divine wisdom in
bringing all things into conformity with the interwoven pat
tern of type and antitype, for apart from this specific sin, it
was not fitting that Moses should lead Israel into the Land of
Promise.

Why? Because Moses personified the whole Mosaic consti
tution-the "law of condemnation"-the "ministration of
death." The Law could not give life-s-could not give them the
true, eternal entrance to the Land-s-could not give them the
"Rest that remaineth for the People of God."

Therefore Moses, the ministrator of the Old Covenant, could
not lead them into the Land-that must be the work of Joshua,
the type of Jesus, whose name he prophetically bore.

In like manner the High Priest Aaron, too, must give way
to a successor before the inheritance is entered into-for, as
Paul says (Heb. 7:12), the Mosaic Law and the Levitical priest
hood stood and fell together; a change in one required a change
in the other also.

So-beginning in verse 23-we find the instructions for
Aaron's death and the transferring of his office to another.
God says (v. 24)-

"He shall not enter, because ye REBELLED against My
Word ."
Moses had addressed Israel as rebels-"Hear now, ye

rebels!"-little realizing that in God's sight he himself was a
rebel in that very act. Surely a sobering lesson for us in the life
of this great man. It is when we are condemning othei's that we
are most likely to fall into condemnation ourselves.

When faithfulness to the Truth requires us to take a stand
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for what is right, and to stand aside from what is wrong, let us
be especially careful to remember this lesson. We may warn,
and exhort, and point out what we believe is wrong, and sor
rowfully separate-but it is not ours to condemn. At such a
time especially, meekness and humbleness and kindness and
gentleness (in heart and not just in oily words ) is essential-

"Considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted."
At God's command, Aaron ascends Mt. Hor to die . He is

stripped of his priestly garments of "Glory and Beauty," and
they are placed upon his son Eleazar.

In this solemn ceremony, the weakness and imperfections
of the Levitical priesthood are emphasized. In Hebrews 7 Paul
points out these imperfections, in contrast to the perfect priest
hood of Christ.

He says Christ's priesthood is eternal, but the Levitical was
but temporary and passing. This we see in Eleazar supersed
ing Aaron who headed and personified the Levitical order.

In the Levitical, Paul says, men with infirmities served
how sadly this is illustrated in the circumstances of Aaron's
punishment!

Then, he points out, apart from any specific wrong-doing,
death must inevitably claim every succeeding Levitical priest,
because they are mortal. This, too, is portrayed in this scene
on Mt. Hor.

Now Miriam and Aaron are gone-and Moses alone remains.
These three were all about 120 years old. A vast gulf separated
them from the multitude of Israel, among whom were now
none over sixty.

In between was a lost generation, whose carcasses had fallen
in the wilderness-a generation that had been transformed in
a day from the degradation of slavery to the true kings of the
earth-a royal nation, a kingdom of holy priests.

They had been divinely chosen from all the people of the
earth and had stood closer to God than any other nation or
generation before or since .

But of this once greatly-favoured host only two now re
mained-Caleb and Joshua-the faithful two who had incurred
the rebellious multitude's bitter enmity by standing out against
them on the side of God. (To be continued, God willing)

Only in the sought-for guidance of God moment-to-moment is
there any possibility of "directing the steps aright. "- G.v.G.
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They Entered Into The Cloud
By BROTHER E. F.HIGHAM SR

(Continued)

In Zechariah, we are shown the high priest, Joshua, clothed in
filthy garments, a type of Jesus bearing our condenmed nature.
With an extension of the vision we see a change of this fleshly
nature to the glorious immortal body-

"Take away the filthy garments from him. And unto him he
said, Behold I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee,
and I will clothe thee with change ofraiment. "

Our relationship to these things is illustrated in the message
to the Ecclesia in Sardis (Rev. 3:4-5)-

"Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled
their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they
are worthy. He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in
white raiment."
The exhortation to the Laodicean Ecclesia was (Rev. 3:18)

"I counsel thee to buy of me . . . white raiment, that thou
mayest beclothed, and that the shame ofthy nakedness do not
appeal:"
Those who heed this exhortation are shown in Rev. 4:4, as

being clothed in white raiment. In the marriage of the Bride to
the Lamb (Rev. 19:4) it is said-

"To her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen,
clean and white, for the fine linen is the righteousness ofsaints. "
We are impressed by another incident in the life of Christ,

having a bearing upon thi s theme. A woman suffering from an
illness for twelve years, comes behind Jesus and declares to her
self (Matt. 9:21)-

"IfI may but touch his garment I shall be whole. "
Our righteousness must touch, or conform to, or become like

Christ's garment of righteousness if we ever hope to be made
whole of our leprous condition of sin. Only those who touch th e
Master in this way can become whole (or be "delivered" or "saved,"
as the Greek word implies). And it must be by faith in the out
come (Ma tt . 9:22)-

"Daughter, be ofgood com fort; THY FAITH hath made thee
whole. And the woman was made whole from that hour. "
Upon another occasion we read (Matt . 14:36)-
"The diseased besought him that they might only touch the
hem of hi s garment: and as many as touched were made
perfectly whole."
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Returning to the mount, we find that the disciples have
awakened and behold Jesus in resplendent glory, in company
with Moses and Elijah, in deep discussion upon the subject of
the forthcoming death that awaits the Master at Jerusalem.
This discussion was designed to strengthen the Savior for that
dread event, assuring him that all that had been written in
"The Law ofMoses" (for which Moses stood) and in "The Proph
ets" (of which Elijah was the representative) had their focal
point in Jesus himself.

The disciples seeing and hearing these things would link the
sufferings and death of which Christ had previously spoken to
them some six days before with the glory manifested. Though
dimly perceived at first, they would increase in knowledge as
their hearts were opened after the resurrection. Had not these
events been prophesied long before? In Luke 24 :25-27, Jesus
said to two followers -

"0 fools and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets
have spoken! Ought not Christ to have suffered these things,
and to enter into his glory?"
'~d beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded
unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning him
self"
But yet another aspect presents itself in the two men that

appeared to Christ. Moses represented the dead, while Elijah
stood for the living. Combined, they show the way to life, and
convey a loving assurance for all God's servants and disciples
of Jesus-

"1 am the resurrection and the life, he that believeth in me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live" (In. 11 :25) .
Or as Paul told the Thessalonians (1 Thess. 5:10)

"Jesus Christ, died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep,
we should live together with him. "

* * *
Luke uses the expression concerning the two men: ':4.s they

departed."The Diaglott renders this, "When they were depart
ing. "The American Revised, ':4.s they were departing from him,
Peter said," indicating present progressive action. The discus
sion drawing to a close, it became apparent to the disciples
that the two men with Jesus were about to depart.

Peter in his zeal, feeling that the Kingdom was a reality,
failing to grasp the cross before the crown, suggested a taber
nacle or temple of worship be erected for Christ, Moses and
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Elijah. He completely missed the aspect that Christ's work was
to fulfill-what Moses and Elijah had typified-that he was the
Anti-type. So saying he placed Moses and Elijah on a level with
the Master.

Yet he was not chided for this, but by Peter's speech the three
disciples were drawn into association with the events happening
on the mount. By these things we are shown that the apostles
are linked together with Moses and Elijah in their testimony of
the Saviour, both in regard to his death and his resurrection. It
gives us the power of all Scripture, both Old and New Testa
ments, unto salvation. This was done by what followed, and Pe
ter received his answer from the Father Himself-

"While he thus spake, there came a cloud, and overshad
owed them: and they feared as they entered into the cloud. "
Matthew tells us (17:5)-
"Wh ile Peter yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshad
owed them."
It was not a dark cloud. Luke tells us that they entered

into the cloud. By this action the disciples are made part of
the cloud, they are enveloped in the glorious brightness which
had covered Christ, Moses and Elijah. They became part ofthe
"g reat cloud ofwitnesses " spoken by Paul.

All those who form part of the company of the accepted
become part of this cloud , this "bright" cloud. Paul told the
Thessalonians that when Christ returns the resurrected and
the living accepted followers are "caught away in clouds" (or
companies) to "meet the Lord in the air" (or ruling places of
the earth), a picture in perfect harmony with this typical rep
resentation of that glorious event.

A cloud is comprised of particles of rain or dew drops, sus
pended in the atmosphere. The saints are likened unto the
dew of the morning. The harmonious association of brethren
and sisters is pictorialized as the dew of Hermon descending
upon the mountains or hills of Zion, bringing forth the Divine
blessing of "life for evermore" (P sa . 133 :3). Are we not taught
by our daily lessons that every effort must be extended to live
peaceably with one another, that we may, with Christ, Moses
and Elijah and the Apostles be engulfed by the bright cloud
upon Mount Hermon, and become part of the dew of the morn
ing, r eceiving the blessing of everlasting life?

The disciples feared as they entered into the cloud. Will we
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not also, upon resurrection, if we are humble, and realize that
our salvation is predicated upon Divine mercy and not upon
our works, stand before the Master in reverential fear, not
with self-assurance, but as Paul told all the righteous-

"WORK OUT your salvation with fear and trembling. "

* * *
"And there came a voice out ofthe cloud, saying, This is My
beloved Son: hear him" (Lk. 9:35).
Here was the answer to Peter's question about making three

tabernacles. It was a Divine answer, and most appropriately
coming from the Father, a further witness to the disciples, and
confirming the earlier declaration of Peter concerning the
Master being the Christ. It shows us once again that all that
was spoken in the Law and the Prophets have their fulfillment
in the Master; that in him all the promises are "Yea and Amen. "
Paul told the Hebrews-

"God Who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in
time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last
days spoken unto us by a Son, whom He hath appointed heir
ofall things (Heb. 1:1).
With the close of the ministry of the prophets God directly

speaks to us by His Son. The wording of the record appears to
read as though Moses and Elijah had been doing the speaking
to Christ about his death. Now the answer from God draws
attention to that most important feature which is for our ex
hortation and direction in the way of life .

"This is My beloved Son: hear ye him."
"Hear him." "Hath spoken unto us by a Son." Repeatedly

we are advised that he that hath an ear to hear, let him hear.
And again-

"He that HEARETH these words of mine and doeth them
is like a man who built his house upon a rock. "
Our method of hearing is a DAILYAPPLICATION TO THE

WORD , hearing it inwardly. It is possible to have ears that do
not hear. We must have ears to hear the Spirit's voice directing
us to walk in the way oflife.

This Divine message caused fear and reverence on the part
of Christ 's disciples, as we are told by Matthew. They are im
pressed by the heavenly voice, as Moses was at the burning
bush or Israel at the voice of God at Sinai. But to those who
pass into the brilliant cloud state, the comforting words are
uttered-
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'~ise, and be not afraid" (Matt. 17:7).
Here is the glorious invitation to life everlasting-"Arise . . .

be not afraid!" What welcome words to those who have worked
out their salvation with fear and trembling-arising from the
sleep of death, arising from all their fears and trials, to inherit
the blessings of Divine mercy?

* * *
The scene closes, the brilliance departs. The disciples lift up

their eyes and behold Christ alone. The Master stands alone as
the fulfillment of all things, the "fullness of the Godhead," or
Divine Character. They behold him, unto whom God had di
rected their attention so forcefully.

It is to this end that we have been directed to assemble
week by week in the appointed manner around the memorials ,
to "Behold the Lamb of God. " It is not just as a matter of idle
curiosity, but that we might behold Christ inwardly and be
caused thereby to examine ourselves as we partake of the em
blems of Christ's sacrifice.

"This is My beloved Son, HEAR HIM. "
And what did he say?-

"Do this in remembrance ofme, for as often as ye eat this
bread and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death, until
he come. "
Thus we speak of Christ's death which he accomplished at

Jerusalem. We are exhorted thereby to crucify in ourselves the
old man , and rise to a new life wholly dedicated to God.

* * *
Another day dawns. The glory of the night in the holy mount

has passed. The realities of the mortal struggle are impressed
as the company returns to the world below. The dew of Hermon
is clearly visible as it increases and rushes down the steep de
clivity of the Jordan valley into the Dead Sea. So the Master
returns to the valley of the shadow of death to the fulfillment
of all that Moses and the Prophets had spoken. But the bril
liance ofthe night on the mountain became a force to carry him
through the dark and mournful night in the valley that lay
ahead ofhim .

So God has, in His mercy, provided these weekly assemblies
for His faithful children, to receive strength by association
with the glories of the Kingdom of God, to endure the age of
trial and probation.
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Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy
THE MAN OF SIN

In 2 Thess. 2:3, the Apostle Paul warned the ecclesial body
about the rise of the "Man of Sin"-that was, in fact, al
ready developing at the hand of those who had entered into
the fold as wolves in sheep's clothing (v. 7). This develop
ment was a 'falling away' from the Truth originally pro
claimed by all the apostles-a deterioration that would even
tually lead to the rise of the great apostasy, or abandonment
of the one Faith-as Paul wrote to Timothy-"Now the Spirit
speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall de
part from THE Faith" (l Tim. 4:1).

There is no real mystery as to what system of religion
eventually came about because of this departure from sound
principles. Brot.her Roberts wrote-

"This leads us straight to the Papacy, for the fact is noto
rious that the Papacy, which has ruled the political and eccle
siastical destinies of Europe for twelve centuries, is nothing
more nor less than the political incorporation of the prin
ciples developed as the result of a departure from the truth,
on the part of the early professing Christians. In the Papacy,
therefore, we behold the MAN OF SIN, predicted by Paul ...
Throughout all the generations of the Papacy, the Pope has
been the only man in the earth in his position. The system of
the Papacy is essentially a ONE-MAN system. The theory of
the system does not admit of more than a single head" (Chris
tadelphian, 1866, p. 125).

In multiple Scriptural references we find this system has
a significant characteristic that distinguishes it from all
other political systems: a self-aggrandizing mouth. Thus, the
Man of Sin "exalteth. himself above all that is called God, or
that is worshipped" (2 Thess. 2:4); having "a mouth speak
ing great things" (Dan. 7:8); there being "given unto him a
mouth speaking great things and blasphemies" (Rev. 13:5).

This self-promoting hierarchical system, under the au
thority of one man, is known for issuing a constant stream
of texts designed to persuade the people that its leader (the
Pope) is the authority of God on earth, while diminishing
the importance (and even the relevancy) of the Bible in the
eyes of the people.

This makes the papacy, even without its temporal mili
tary power, a force to be recognized in political affairs. Cer
tainly the modern pope is behaving true to form-

It's hard to argue that Pope Francis is not the world's best
politician after his trip to the Holy Land. In 55 hours, the 77
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year-old Bishop of ROme visited three countries, gave fifteen ad
dresses, planted two trees and held a groundbreaking 45-minute
press conference.

While celebrating an open-air Mass in Bethlehem, Francis
unexpectedly invited Israeli President Shimon Peres and Pales
tinian President Mahmoud Abbas to the Vatican for a June meet
ing of prayer and dialogue. Within an hour, both had accepted.

Even as recently as last September, Pope Francis and the
Catholic Church flexed their spiritual muscles in the wake of
possible American military intervention in Syria. When an inva
sion seemed imminent, Francis called on the Church to have a
global day of prayer and fasting. During a vigil held in St. Peter 's
Square, Francis asked: "[i]s it possible to change direction? Can
we get out of this spiral of sorrow and death? Can we learn once
again to walk and live in the ways of peace?"

Critics argued then that the Church's response of fasting and
prayer would do nothing to alter the situation in Syria. But they
were wrong. The international community negotiated a disar
mament plan for Syria's chemical weapons, and the U.S. was
able to avoid a third significant overseas military campaign in
twelve years.

Time and again when political actors fail to make progress on
society's most contentious issues, religion has made all the dif
ference.

If Pope Francis's prayer meeting is the initial catalyst to re
start the Middle East peace talks and we can somehow end the
perpetual violence that plagues the region, then we will know
the angel Gabriel was right: "nothing is impossible with God."

-CNN, 5/14
ALL NATIONS INTOXICATED

We can see how the spiritual wine from this "god of the
earth" (Rev. 11:3) continues to intoxicate the nations. As
brother Roberts wrote-"The great Babylonian Harlot
(shown to John) was to intoxicate all nations with abomi
nable wine of corrupt religious teaching" (Christadelphian,
1875, p. 132).

No country's leadership appears to be immune to this
not even the richest and most powerful-

President Barack Obama offered his respect today to a pope
who has excited Catholics and non-Catholics alike.

"I'm a great admirer," Obama told the pope before the two
men entered the Papal Library for their meeting. "Thank you so
much for receiving me."
206 Berean 2014



With Obama more popular in many countries than he is at
home, foreign leaders often seek Obama's presence to build pres
tige with domestic audiences. The tables were turned this time
as the president visited a pope who recently, in an interview
with an Italian newspaper, sought to deflate his "superman"
status.

The two spent the bulk of their meeting discussing economic
inequality and international conflict, Obama said later. Despite
a "convergence" of interests on the topics, Obama said he doubts
the pope would ever forge a direct partnership with a political
leader.

"His job is a little more elevated," Obama said. "We'r e down
on the ground, dealing with the often profane, and he's dealing
with higher powers."

Eighty-five percent of American Catholics have a favorable
view of Francis. Seventy-one percent of Catholics say Francis
represents a major change in the direction of the church, a sen
timent shared by 56 percent of non-Catholics.

The pope gave the president two medallions, including one
that symbolizes the need for solidarity and peace between the
northern and southern hemispheres.

He also presented Obama a copy of Evangelii Gaudium, or
"The Joy ofthe Gospel," a 2013 apostolic exhortation by Francis
that called for a renewed focus on the world 's poor.

"I actually will probably read this in the Oval Office when
I'm deeply frustrated," Obama said. "I'm sure it will give me
strength and calm me down."-Bloomberg, 3/14

Even Israel, which ought to know better, is besotted with
the influence that the pope has, eagerly anticipating the
monetary benefit of attracting the interest of the world's
billion-plus Catholics to Jerusalem-

Israel is banking on Pope Francis's star appeal to boost its
tourism industry.

The country may see a 7% jump in arrivals next year just
from the pope's visit, Tourism Minister Uzi Landau said. The
Tourism Ministry is using Francis's trip in a bid to draw Chris
tians to follow in the pontiff's footsteps.

Cameras will be "following the very places where the pope is
going to be: Gethsemane, the site of the Last Supper, Mount
Zion and the Old City," Landau said.

A quarter of the record 3.5 million tourists who visited Israel
last year were Catholic.

The visit of Pope Paul VI in 1964 "started quite a lot of inter-
Berean 2014 207



est in coming to Israel and visiting the holy places for the Chris
tian world," said economist Rafi Melnick. "We will see a similar
effect now."

Tour operators in Catholic markets have already reported in
creased interest by church groups due to the pope's visit.

At the Vatican, Francis has proven to be a draw. He attracted
more than double the number of attendees to Vatican events in
the first nine months of his tenure than predecessor Benedict
XVI did during a similar period, according to Vatican statistics.

The highlight of the pontiff's visit will be his meeting with the
spiritual leader of the Eastern Orthodox church, Bartholomew I,
marking 50 years after predecessors met to pave the way to end
ing the churches' 1054 schism. Francis will also privately bless
the tabernacle of a church that's just been built on the shores of
the Sea of Galilee, where Jesus is said to have preached.

The church is part of a bigger complex, the Magdala Center,
that is to include an archaeological park, spiritual center and
I50-room hotel. Construction has been led by Father Juan Solana,
h ead of the Pontifical Institute of Notre Dame of Jerusalem, who
said he expects a "big increase" in tourism following the papal
visit.-Bloomberg, 5/14
THE PAPAL "HOLY PLACES"

We note the growing enthusiasm for Christendom's 'holy
places', and marvel that the people can miss the lesson con
cerning man's places of worship so evident in the Scrip
tures-as even the man whom the pope professes to honour
once illustrated-':4s he went out of the temple, one of his
disciples saith unto him, Master, see what manner of stones
and what buildings are here! And Jesus answering said unto
him, Seest thou these great buildings? There shall not be left
one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down" (Mark
13:1-2).

But God has ordained Jerusalem to be a source of great
perplexity and trouble to all dealing with it-"Behold, I will
make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round
about, when they shall be in the siege both against Judah
and against Jerusalem. And in that day will I make Jerusa
lem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden them
selves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of
the earth be gathered together against it" (Zech. 12:2-3).

The infatuation of the masses with the 'sacred places' of
Christ's sojourn will create an obsession that will eventu
ally draw the European nations into battle with the true
King of Peace, as Dr. Thomas pointed out-
208 Berean 2014



"To abolish the Greek and Latin superstitions in Jerusa
lem. would ... inflame the two hundred millions of Euro
pean papists with burning fanaticism. and throw the Au
tocrat of all the Russias into fierce and furious paroxysms
of wrath ... Would not the False Prophet of Rome make
proclamation, that Antichrist had come at last; and that
he was aiming like another Mohammed, to destroy the
Catholic church, and to propagate a new religion by the
sword! ... When the true Christ comes, his mission is in
part to destroy the Papacy and the Roman Prophet at the
head of it. All, therefore, who acknowledge that the Pope
is the real Vicar of the true Christ, will be sure to regard
the Arabian of Teman as the Antichrist" (Eureka Vol. III,
p. 601-602).

Note the quiet reference in the Bloomberg piece to the
meeting of the pope with the orthodox leader Bartholomew
I-a leader of the Eastern Orthodox Church, which has
strong ties with Russia's current budding Autocrat.

Note also the multitude of references to peace from the
mouth of the current pope, particularly in regards to the
Middle East-
PAPAL PEACE MOVEMENT

In the first of his openly political comments on Mideast con
flict, [the pope] urged Israelis and Palestinians to "intensify
efforts and initiatives aimed at creating the conditions for a
stable peace based on justice, on the recognition of the rights of
every individual, and on mutual security. The time has come
for everyone to find the courage to be generous and creative in
the service of the common good, the courage to forg e a peace
which rests on the acknowledgment by all of the right to two
States to exist and to live in peace and security within interna
tionally recognized borders."

Peace talks, sponsored by U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry,
recently fell apart amid continued Israeli settlement expansion
and a unilateral Pal estinian push for statehood at the United
Nations.

Standing alongside Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas,
the pope said, "The time has com e to put an end to this situa
tion, which has become increasingly unacceptable."

"I can only express my profound hope that all will refrain
from initiatives and actions which contradict the stated desire
to reach a true agreement, and that peace will be pursued with
tireless determination and tenacity," he said.

"In this, the birthplace of the Prince of Peace, I wish to
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invite you, President Mahmoud Abbas, together with President
Shimon Peres, to join me in heartfelt prayer to God for the gift
of peace," he said. "I offer my home in the Vatican as a place for
this encounter of prayer."

The message of peace to Israel and the Palestinians threat
ened to overshadow an equally momentous rapprochement, which
took place Sunday at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, vener
ated as the site of both the crucifixion of Jesus and his resurrec·
tion from the tomb, known as Calvary or Golgotha.

There, on the 50th anniversary of a similar meeting of their
predecessors, Pope Francis met with Bartholomew I, Orthodox
Patriarch of Constantinople, whose church has been in schism
with Rome for a thousand years.-Nat'l Post, 5/14

We are all familiar with the warning of Paul regarding
this peace movement-"For yourselves know perfectly that
the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For
when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruc
tion cometh upon them" (1 Thess. 5:2-3). The pope, as with
all others who dwell within the elitist domain styled by Paul
"principalities, powers, rulers of the darkness of this world,
spiritual wickedness in high places" (Eph. 6:12)-these all
cannot bring about peace. "There is no peace, saith my God,
to the wicked " (Isa. 57:21). Only the true Prince of Peace
may establish it, after a lengthy war to subjugate the na
tions and implement the Law that would secure it (Isa, 2:3
4).

The pope's peace activities, therefore, are useless, so far
as their stated objective goes. As Paul indicated, a great
war will follow upon the tail of the peace and safety cry,
even Daniel's "time of trouble, such as never was." Surely,
to the eye of faith, there is great meaning in allegory found
in a small event in Rome-

Symbols of peace have come under attack at the Vatican.
Two white doves were sent fluttering into the air as a peace
gesture by Italian children flanking Pope Francis at the Apos
tolic Palace ... [but] a seagull and a big black crow quickly
swept down, attacking the doves.-Nat'l Post, 1/14

Brother Roberts wrote of all the 'holy things' and sym
bols of the Man-of-Sin system as being utter rubbish-

"The devotions and ceremonies connected with the
shrines of popular superstition in various parts of the world,
including even the "Holy places" themselves, which by the
fooleries of fanatical "pilgrims," fostered by a corrupt and
scheming priesthood, are made to stink as much in the di
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vine nostrils as the brazen serpent of his own appointment
when it was made an object of idolatry by Israel-have been
fruitful of nothing but evil to men and nations" (Christa
delphian 1865, p. 215).

The nations--even the 'enlightened' West, are intoxicated
by the high-sounding phrases and show of humility that come
from the current pope. All the world is slowly being drawn
to the conflict between North and South, and Beast versus
Lamb, while the people blindly go about their business. Be
thankful that we have the Light, and can clearly see the
working out of God's purpose among the nations.

Brother Roberts wrote of the Harlot system led by the
Man of Sin-

"There is no religious folly of which she has not been
guilty. She has arrogated the power to forgive sins . . . She
has established nests of infamy throughout the world, in
the name of spiritual purity and seclusion; and in convents
and nunneries carries on secret abominations and cruel
ties, of which the unutterable heinousness will only be fully
known when "Great Babylon comes into remembrance be
fore God," and the time arrives to give unto her "double for
all her sins."

"She has decreed the heathen fiction of the immortality
of the soul to be the cardinal point of the Christian faith,
and has exalted the Pagan dreams of Hell and Elysian fields
to the same eminence. She has turned away from the Truth,
and given heed to fables . She has made lies her refuge. She
knoweth nothing of the Gospel of the Kingdom of God. She
repudiates the promises made to the Fathers. She subverts
and sets aside the doctrine of the Name of Christ, as a suf
fering in the flesh of the penalty due to the flesh, in order to
a resurrection to incorruptibility.

"From the sole of the foot to the crown of the head, she
is one mass of spiritual putrefaction; and when to this is
added her great swelling words of vanity, her proud looks,
and rapacious deeds, her wicked principles and cruel acts,
her malignant hostility to the truth in every shape and form,
and her implacable persecution by rack, torture, fire and
death of all who professed it, whom she could get into her
power, and the picture of her enormities is complete ...

"Well might the servants of God be represented as crying
'How long, 0 Lord, holy and true?' Such a triumph of iniq
uity in the earth is well-nigh beyond the capacity of human
forbearance; but our patience is strengthened by the word
which God has sent, 'that his servants might know the things
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which must shortly come to pass.' Through it, as through a
telescope, we see the coming retribution, and we hear the
murmuring echoes of that mighty paean of triumph, which
will ascend from countless tongues, like the noise of a tu
mult of waters: 'Alleluia! Salvation, and honour, and glory,
and power unto the Lord our God, for true and righteous
are his judgments; for he hath judged the great whore which
did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged
the blood of His servants at her hands' (Rev. 19:1,2)" (Chris
tadelphian, 1866, p. 127).-T.C.
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Ecclesial News (Cont inu ed from page 182)

days would see the nations angry, the sea and the waves roaring,
but through the apostle John the Spirit reveals God's solution
to the mess mankind is in. In vision John sees a sea of glass, the
nations at last at peace with one another and under the control
of Jesus and His saints.

We live in hope of being partakers of the future blessings if we
maintain our faith in the things written for our learning and
walk worthy of our calling.

On behalf of the Whangarei Berean Christadelphian Ecclesia,
bro. Ron Crocker

One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Conlinuedfrom page 216)
glory of the Lord shall fill the earth as the waters cover the
sea" (Hab. 2:14), for Jehovah sware to Moses, saying, "As truly
as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord"
(Num. 14:21). This is glorious good news from God to every
one that believes it.
God 's Gospel is styled "the Gospel of the Kingdom" (Matt.
4:23; 24:14; Mk. 1:14-15; Lk. 8:1) because He purposes to
manifest His glory and blessedness through a Kingdom He
declares He will set up in the land lying between the Euph
rates, Mediterranean, and Nile.
The Gospel of the Kingdom, and the "great salvation spoken
by the Lord," are the same thing. This is evident from the fact
that the Lord Jesus when he began to preach did not make
two proclamations. Throughout his ministry he preached but
one thing, which is variously expressed in the history of his
career.
Now, the Bible reveals no other salvation than this-a deliver
ance of the righteous from "the pit in which there is no water,"
by a resurrection from the dead; a transformation of the living
saints who may be contemporary with the second advent; a
restoration of the Kingdom again to Israel under the New Cov
enant; and a redemption of the nations from the social, civil
and spiritual evils which now press so heavily upon them. This
is the only salvation of which the Gospel treats.

* * *
IN the article, "The Ways of Providence" No.9, bro. Roberts considered
another man of God, the prophet Moses-

Next we turn to the case of Moses. This towers over all the
others like a great mountain over the surrounding country.
Moses is next to the Lord Jesus, "the prophet like unto him,"
in the height, breadth, importance, and greatness of his case
in all points and relations; yet all of God, for apart from God's
use of him (God's word to him and the work with him), Moses
would have lived a quiet pastoral life in Midian , and passed off
the scene without leaving much if any mark behind him.

After writing about Moses' birth and deliverance from the Nile River, bro.
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Roberts concluded this section of his treatise by stating the following im
portant point-

Our aim is to bring to bear so much of the history and experience
of the fathers as may be applicable to our own case. Like Moses,
we are living at the end of a time of Israel's downtreading. Like
him, we are looking for a promised divine interposition. Like
him we are able to discern providential signs characteristic of
the situation; but like him we have been the subjects of delay in
our expectations.
As in his case, we may see that notwithstanding adverse
appearances, God is at work, and we may hope that like him,
we shall one day, and that soon, be rescued and cheered by the
angelic intimation that the moment of open interference has at
last arrived.

IN "Things New and Old from the Treasures of the Spirit, • several interesting
points were made--

1) Christ and his resurrected brethren changed into the "image
of the heavenly," will be th e heavenly or "celestial bodies" (sun,
moon and stars) of th e world to come-the heavens which will
rule in the Kingdom of Godgiving forth the light of Truth and the
healing sunshine of righteousness to all below (Isa. 60:19-20; Mk.
4:2; Matt. 12:43; Rev. 21:23; 12:5; Dan 12:3).
2) We are called, but not yet finally chosen. We are justified, but
not yet glorified. We are heirs, but not yet inheritors. Weare come
out of Egypt, but we are not yet in Canaan. We have begun the
race, but we have not yet won the crown. Wehave put our hand to
the plough, but we have not yet reached the Kingdom. We have
borne the cross, but we have not yet received the crown. Wehave
sown the seed, but we have not yet reaped the harvest. We have
been born of water, but have not yet been born of the Spirit. Inone
word, we have believed , but we are not yet saved; therefore, "let
him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall."
3) The Scriptures decree the existence of five universal forms of
government upon earth; four of these imperial dominions are
matters of history, and compr ehend in their totality the kingdoms
of men and the "times of the Gentiles" as distinguished from the
fifth imperial power, which is the Kingdom of God and the times of
Israel (Isa . 32:6). This fifth empire is a yet future development, as
it is also the last and final form of administration pertaining to the
affairs of mortal men , only to be superseded by the eternal state
itself, in which duration will be boundless, life immortal, and all
things else immutable as God Himself. This may be tabulated as
follow&--
1st universal empire-the Babylonian.
2nd universal empire-the Medo-Persian.
3rd universal empire-the Grecian.
4th universal empire-the Roman.
5th universal empire---Christ's.

* * *
AGAIN bro. Roberts, in his "Notes" section, answered more inquires from
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the various letters he had received from brethren and sisters In the faith
1) It is our duty to "submit to every ordinance of man" that is
not in opposition to the ordinances of God. It is therefore a
matter of conscience to correctly report the ages of children
travelling by rail, and to pay accordingly.
2) We are precluded from conducting ordinary private corre
spondence. We wrote once because your case seemed to require
it. Understand that private silence does not mean indifference.
It is a reluctant necessity forced on us.
3) All and Sundry-We have before explained that the books in
the office are the property of the printer, and that we are merely
his agent for their disposal. When the books are out of the of
fice we are responsible, which compels us to work on the prin
ciple of prepayment.
4) The Hine Debate: now ready.

* * *
BIBLE Lectures (135 Years Ago)-

"The Signs of Christ's Return"
"The Future Pilgrimage of the Nations"
"The Scriptures on Everlasting Punishment"
"The Popular Theory of the Burning-Up of the Heavens and
Earth Shown to be Incompatible with the Purpose of God"

"Peter and the Spirits in Prison"
''APopular Fiction-the Immortality of the Soul"
''An Unpopular Truth-the Immortality of the Bible"
"Daniel and the Sleepers in the Dust of the Earth"
"The Splendours of the Bible"
"Our Dear Friends Where are They?"
"The Sufferings and Death of Jesus Christ and How Man May
be Benefited Thereby"

"The Hell of the Scriptures Versus the Hell of Popular Beliefs"

M A 'Wh S ·d?" 21.Willnot believe-Thomas to apostles
ay nswers- 0 at . 22. Is this thy voice-Saul to David

1. Shoot!-Elisha to Joash 23. Give me children-Rachel to Jacob
2. Come in-Ahijah to Jerobo's wife 24. Give me my wife-Jacob to Laban
3. Treason!-Athaliah 25. Make selfsick-Jonadab toAmnon
4. Rabbonil-Mary to Christ 26. Bringme a sword-s-Solomon
5. Ye are idle--Pharaoh to Israel 27. Thou the man-Nathan to David
6. Blot me out-Moses to God 28. Cursed be Canaan-Noah
7. Brother Saul-Ananias to Paul 29. Had Zimri peace-Jezebel toJehu
8. Bless me also-Esau to Isaac 30. Prove servants-Daniel to Me1zar
9. I laughed not-8arah to angel 31. Do it the 3rd time-Elijah

10. Cast me forth-Jonah to mariners 32. I seek my brethren-Joseph
11. Drinkye wine-Jer. to Rechabites 33. I shall be a fugitive-Cain to God
12. Let him go up-Cyrus to captives 34. Go in merrily-Zeresh to Haman
13. I abhor myse1f-Job to God 35. Where is lamb-Isaac to Abraham
14.Am I not free-Paul to Corinthians 36. Art thou in health-Joab to Amasa
15. Get her for me-Samson to parents 37. Show us Father-Philip to Christ
16. Give me a man-Goliath to Israel 38. My reason returned-Nebuch'zar
17. Man, I am not!-Peter to accuser 39. Thou shalt be dumb-Gabriel to
18. Lie down again-Eli to Samuel Zacharias
19. Behold man-Pilate to the Jews 40. Be content, take 2-Naaman to
20. TarryJericho-David toambas'dors Gehazi
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One Hurtdred & Thirty-Five YearsAgo
TIu! Christodelpbion, June, 1879

THE first article in this issue of the Christadelphlan was from the pen of
bro. Thomas. The heading was "The Gospel of the Kingdom and the Great
Salvation, One and the Same Thing. ~ Bro. Thomas expounded on the fol
lowing first principle of the Scriptures-

"How shall we escape ifwe neglect so great a salvation which
assumed a beginning spohen. by the Lord?"-Paul
The Anglo-Saxon word Gospel is euanghelion in the Greek.
This is a word compounded of eu, an adverb of quality signify
ing good; and anghelia, a message delivered in the name of
anyone: euanghlion, therefore, signifies a good message, which
becomes good news to those previously unacquainted with it.
It is styled "the Gospel of God" (Rom. 1:1) because it is a good
message emanating from Him. It is also called "the glorious
Gospel of the blessed God" (1 Tim. 1:11), because it is a good
message of future glory on account of which all that partake in
it will call Him blessed.
It announces a good time coming, when "the kn owledge ofthe

(Continued on page 213)

81 BlE PUZZlE-'What Did Christ Say To?
1. Paul 11. Martha 21. Tempter 31. Nobleman
2. Peter 12. The sea 22. Caiaphas 32. Sadducees
3. Thief 13. Fig tree 23. Pharisees 33. Magdalene
4. Pilate 14. Cleopas 24. Zaccheus 34. His mother
5. Judas 15. Lazarus 25. The leper 35. Deaf man
6. Philip 16. Ananias 26. Jerusalem 36. Nicodemus
7. J aims 17. Andrew 27. Bartimeus 37. His parents
8. Herod 18. Thomas 28. Centurion 38. Capernaum
9. Simon 19. A scribe 29. Nathanael 39. Palsied man

10. Legion 20. Lawyers 30. Nazarenes 40. The women
Reach Offer the gift Ye shall not see- Many widows were-
All hail! Come and see Receive thy sight I am the resurrection
I do cures Take up thy- To this end was- My grace is sufficient
Ephphatha He is a chosen Woman, behold- Then are the children
Wist ye not Thy son liveth That thou doest- Fear not, believe only
No man eat I spake openly Thou art not far- I will come and heal
Come forth Woman, why- For the hardness- Thou shalt see greater
Come down Get thee hence Woe unto you also Seest thou this woman
Peace be still Ye do err, not- Art thou a master- Show how great things
What things? Have I been so-- Thou shalt be with- Thou shalt be brought

down
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