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As life goes on , we are always faced with days of sadness such 
as the falling asleep in Christ on June 11, 2015, of sis. Marlene 
Oliver of our ecclesia. She was a good labourer in the Truth; 
always eager to help out in service where she could. She was a 
faithful attendee at the Memorial Service when possible, up to 
the time she became ill, as she had a long drive from her resi
dence. She now rests after her labours to our Father in heaven , 
and awaits, like so many others who sleep, for the day of Christ's 
return to raise the responsible dead to judgment. We pray that 
we will all be found faithful in that day. Sis. Marlene was the 
sister of the writer. 

Along with our sorrows has been the joy of holding our an
nual Sunday School Outing at the 3M Park, on Saturday, June, 
22, 2015 . The weather for the day was very good and even 
better was the time spent with the brethren and sisters and 
scholars. There were Bible games and quizzes for all before we 
sat down for dinner. The day was a blessing for us as we make 
our way Zionward. 

Since our last ecclesial news , we have had the company and 
fellowship of bro. Edward and sis Lori Williams of the Water
ford, Ontario, ecclesia. We appreciate the word of exhortation 
given by bro. Williams. (Continued 0 11page 284) 
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Studies and Thoughts BY BROTHER JOHN THOMAS 

THE SIGNS OF THE SON OF MAN'S PRESENCE 
AT THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM 

When ye shall see all these things know that he 
is nigh at the doors- Jesus 

When Jesus was already in Palestine, and had been for many 
months delivering to the sons of Israel Jehovah's Message of 
peace through the re-establishment of the Kingdom and throne 
of David, the subject of his "Coming" was dwelt upon with 
much interest among his disciples . He had already come, and 
was there among them; but with that coming neither he nor 
they were satisfied. 

How could they! He and they were in deep poverty and great 
reproach. However much attached to his person, it was not in 
the nature of things possible for them to be content with such 
a coming; nor was Jesus himself satisfied with it as a finality; 
for he prayed saying-'~nd now glorify thou me, 0 Father, 
with thyself for the glory that I had in thy sight before that the 
world was" (In. 17:5). 

He desired to be glorified, and for the Father to be glorified 
also through him; and that he might have that glory promised 
of the Father to Abraham's seed before the foundation ofIsrael's 
Commonwealth. 

The desire of his disciples was akin to his; for he had told 
them that-"WHEN the Son ofMan should sit upon the throne 
ofhis glory, they also should sit upon the twelve thrones ruling 
the twelve tribes ofIsrael " (Matt. 19:28). 

But after having received this promise, Jesus informed them 
that he was going to leave Palestine on a journey to a far coun
try, and for a long time. This troubled their hearts greatly; for 
it would separate them from their beloved friend, and leave 
them, as they supposed, defenceless , comfortless, and forlorn; 
and the realization of the promised Sovereignty over Israel 
which, as David had said, was "all their salvation and all their 
delight," a questionable affair in their weak condition of their 
faith. 

Jesus perceived this, and sympathized with them, saying
"Let not your hearts be troubled; have faith in God and have 
faith in me. In the house (or Kingdom) ofmy Father are many 
abodes; ifit were not so, I would have told you. I GO AWAY TO 
PREPARE A PLACE FOR YOu. And ifI go away and prepare a 
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place for you, I COME AGAIN, and will receive you to myself; 
that where I am ye may be also" (In. 14:1-3). 

These words were a comforting assurance for the future . 
They all had faith in Jesus, except Judas. They not only be
lieved that he was the Anointed Son of God, but they believed 
what he said, and thereby proved that they really loved him; 
which is more than the pious millions of our day, who profess 
great love and devotion to him, can do. "I will come to you . . . 
If a man love me, he will keep my words; and my Father will 
love him, and we will COME unto him, and make our abode 
with him." 

These are they to whom the Lord will come-not to those 
who believe he is coming, but to those who look for this, and 
prove their love to him in keeping his words. They shall not go 
to him; for said he, ':4.s I said unto the Jews whither I go, ye 
cannot come; so now I say to you:" but he will come to them as 
he wrote to the Thyatirans, saying, "Hold fast that which ye 
have TILL I come;" and to the Philadelphians, "Behold I come 
quickly" and to the Laodiceans, "Behold, I stand at the door 
and knock; ifany man hear my voice, and open the door, I WILL 
COME IN TO HIM, and will sup with him, and he with me ." 

The coming of Jesus was the all-absorbing topic of the apos
tolic and Christian mind of the first century. The last words 
ever uttered by Jesus to mortal man were, "Surely I come 
quickly." No well-instructed believers have any idea of going 
to heaven where Jesus is; their prayer is ever in the faith of his 
coming to them. "Let your loins begirded about, andyour lamps 
burning; and ye yourselves like unto men WAITING FOR their 
Lord, when he shall come away on account ofthe wedding; that 
COMING and knocking, they may open unto him immediately" 
(Lk. 12:35,36). 

This is their attitude at all times and seasons; and death is 
forgotten in the earnest expectation of his appearing. They 
believe his words, that he will come quickly; and their hearty 
response to them is "Even so, come, Lord Jesus. " 

Let the reader then bear in mind as a first principle never 
to be forgotten in his reasonings, that the attitude and expec
tation of those who are "taught of God," is waiting for the 
coming of the Lord Jesus from heaven (I Thess. 1:10) . But it 
may be asked, What did the apostles and their brethren ex
pect him to accomplish when he came? 
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In answer to this I would reply, that before the ascension of 
Jesus, they expected him in having joined them again, immedi
ately to "restore the Kingdom again to Israel;" but that from 
the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit brought all things to 
their remembrance, and onwards, they looked for him to come 
and take vengeance on his murderers and to burn up their 
city; and at some time after that not revealed to them, but, in 
general terms, when "the Times of the Gentiles should be ful
filled," to come and destroy the Gentile powers and regenerate 
Israel, that in that regeneration, or restitution of all things 
Jewish , not incompatible with the sacrificial and sacerdotal 
character of Jesus, they might sit with him upon the thrones 
of the House of David, ruling the Twelve Tribes ofIsrael. Thus, 
they expected, two judgment days. 

1. Thejudgment upon Judah and Jerusalem by means of the 
Gentiles; and, 

2. The judgment upon the Gentile Powers, the oppressors of 
Israel and the Saints, by means of Judah and Israel, commanded 
by their king. 

These two judgment days are covered by the oracle con
tained in the prophecy of the Seventy Weeks. The judgment on 
Judah and Jerusalem is there predicted in these words -"The 
Prince's people coming shall destroy the City and the Temple; 
and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and to the end of the 
war desolations are decreed" (Dan . 9 :26). 

The same judgment is also foretold in Dan. 8:10-12, saying
'The Little Horn of the Goat waxed great above the army of the 
heavens; and it cast down of the army and of the stars to the 
ground, and stamped upon them. And it magnified itself above 
the Commander ofthe army, and by it the Daily was taken away, 
and the foundation ofits holy place was cast down. And an army 
was given against the Daily because of the rebellion; and it cast 
down the Truth to the ground; and it practised and prospered. " 

And in verse 23 of the same chapter-"When the transgressors 
are come to the full , a king (Moses styles the power-"a nation") 
offierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences (Moses 
says, "whose tongue Israel should not understand"), shall stand 
up (or be brought against them). And his power shall be mighty, 
but not by his own power; and he shall destroy wonderfully, and 
shall prosper and practice and shall destroy multitudes, even the 
people ofthe holy ones. " 
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contemplated its continuance in a time when they should be 
brought before kings and governors on his account, "for a tes
timony to them and the nations;" but they were to go to Israel 
first, and afterwards to the Gentiles. 

They were to proclaim that "the kingly power ofthe heavens 
hath approached"-hoti engiken he basileia ton ouranon. This 
fact, namely, that his Majesty, the king of the Jews, was actu
ally present among them, was urged as a reason why the lost 
sheep of Israel's house should "repen t. " 

But, if they would not repent, then they were to denounce 
judgment against their cities; for, said Jesus, "in a day of judg
ment it shall be more tolerable for th e land of Sodom and Go
morrah than for that city" This was "the end" set before Jerusa
lem and all her sister cities of Judea, for despising the testi
mony of the apo stles to the validity of the claims of the Lord 
Jesus to the throne of Israel. It should be more tolerable for 
"the land of Sod om and Gomorrah" than for the land of Judah; 
therefore he said-"Let them which are in Judea flee to the moun
tains; and let them which are in the midst ofJerusalem depart 
out; and let not them who are in the countries enter thereinto. 
For these are days ofvengeance for the fulfilling ofall the things 
written. And there shall be great calamity (or TRIBULATION, 
Matt. 24 :21) upon the land, and wrath against the people " (Lk . 
21:21-23) . 

The attaining to this "end," without apostasy from the faith , 
hope, and walk of the Kingdom's Gospel , was a work that tried 
the reclaimed sheep of the house of Israel to the utmost for 
even "children would rise up against their parents, and cause 
them to be put to death;" and as to the apostles , they would be 
hated of all on account of their testimony for the name ofJesus. 
"But, " said he, "he that endureth to the end shall be saved." 

This terrible end of Judah's Commonwealth was the fulfil
ment of Moses' prophecy in which he threatened Israel that if 
they did not venerate "the glorious and fearful Name Yehowah 
Elohekha, I SHALL BE, THY GODS," they should "be plucked 
from off the land, whither they were going to possess it. And 
the I shall be should scatter them among all people from the 
one end of the earth, even unto the other." 

The "I SHALL BE" was to do this, because they did not fear 
His name, which he caused to be proclaimed to them by the 
apo stles. These announced that that name covered two gods ; 
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the God of Abraham and the God of Jesus, his Son, in whom 
He delighted; and in whom He dwelt by His Holy Spirit. 

This glorious indwelling was Abraham's God manifested in 
Abraham's seed-a Divine Manifestation which Judah despised, 
reproached, and rebelled against; wherefore after the longsuf
fering of the God of their fathers had endured forty years 
from the baptism of His Son, wrath came upon them at length 
through the power of the Little Horn, as the executioner of 
the Mosaic sentence against them. 

The Roman Horn of the Goat was the agent of him whose 
name is , "The who is, the who was, and the who is to come. " 
When therefore that power went against Judea, the Divine 
Name came against it, and the Romans were for the time be
ing, "the people of the Prince" of Judah. 

The Lord Jesus was as literally present at the overthrow of 
their Commonwealth , as he was present and near to Paul a 
few minutes before he threw him to the ground, and demanded 
why he persecuted him. He was present, but not seen by Paul 
and his companions, nevertheless they felt his power. The op
erations of the siege and destruction of Jerusalem were under 
his directions ; hence that unaccountable interruption of the 
siege, in which for no obvious cause the Romans drew off their 
army from the city, and afforded the faithful in Christ an op
portunity to "depar t out of it ." 

But, it may be inquired, How do you know that Jesus was 
present at the siege in the absence of the testimony of eyewit
nesses? I answer, because Jesus declared he would be present 
at the end of the age. The subject of the Mount Olivet dis
course was the parousia, and the erchomenos, of Jesus. The 
word parousia signifies "presence," or "being nigh to; from 
pareimi, nigh to, and, I am; and is used in connection with the, 
sunteleia tou aionos, "the end of the age" related to the Mo
saic Law. Jesus reproduced Daniel's prophecy of the destruc
tion of the temple, saying,-"There shall not be left here one 
stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down." 

This was in effect proclaiming the end of the age when read 
in connection with the declaration that Jerusalem should hence
forth be trodden down of the nations until their times be ful
filled ; at the end of which times, the city should see him again, 
and hail him the blessed of the Lord. The disciples, who were 
Jews, understood it thus ; and therefore they said to him, "Tell 
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us when shall these things be?And what the sign ofthy BEING 
NIGH, and of the end of the age?" (Matt. 24:3). 

The sign of his parousia, or being nigh, was also the sign of 
the end of the age; and this was the sign-the abomination of 
desolation standing on holy ground, or as Mark expresses it, 
"Standing where it ought not," as foretold by Daniel. Luke 
expresses the sign with less ambiguity-"When ye shall see 
Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desola
tion thereof draweth nigh." This was "the sign" to that gen
eration of the parousia or nighness of Jesus, and of the end of 
an age or dispensation, or cycle, that could not exist without 
the temple. 

In giving this sign of his nighness, Jesus warned the disciples 
not to be misled by any report of the Christ being in the desert, 
or in any secret chambers. His proximity would not be indicated 
by messages appointing places of rendezvous for his friends; there
fore they were not to believe any saying upon the subject. 

For like the lightning, the sign would break forth from the 
east and proceed westward against Jerusalem; "so," said he, 
"shall the parousia, or nearness of the Son of Man be :" and 
here is the reason why it shall be so; "for," continues he, "where
soever the carcase (or body politic of Judah) is, there will the 
eagles (or Rome) be gathered together"-that is, according to 
the history, Titus at the head of the Roman Legions of the East 
should compass Jerusalem, for the purpose of destroying it. 

The parousia, or proximity, of the Son of Man to Jerusalem 
in the crisis of its overthrow was to be in the lifetime of that 
generation, according to the words of Jesus, who said-"This 
generation shall not pass till all these things be fulfilled " (Matt. 
24:34). 

But of the precise time when the temple should disappear 
and the Mosaic Economy "vanish away," the Father only could 
tell; for Jesus said, "Of that day and hour knoweth no man, 
no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the 
Father only" (Matt. 24 :36; Mk. 13 :32) . 

The disciples were permitted to know only the proximity of 
the judgments of Gehenna, termed in our English version, "the 
damnation of hell. " "As the days of Noah, so would theparousia 
of the Son of Man be;" unexpected to the faithless, but looked for 
by them who watched for the sign, though not knowing the hour 
of its approach. 
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But before the great sign of the desolation, that is, ''Jerusa
lem compassed with armies," there was another striking indi
cation to the believer that "the parousia of the Lord hath ap
proached," as James expresses it, he parousia engike; and "That 
the Judge standeth before the door": or, as Peter indicates the 
same thing, saying, "The end of all things has approached," 
when "judgment must begin at the house of God," prepara
tory to "the end of those that obey not the gospel of God." 

This indication was the full accomplishment ofthe work the 
apostles were commissioned to do. "THIS Gospel of the King
dom," said the greatest preacher of it, "shall be heralded in 
the whole habitable, for a testimony to all the nations (thereof), 
and afterwards shall come THE END" (Matt. 24:14). Jesus 
spoke these words before ''his death, burial and resurrection," 
and also said to his apostles-"Verily I say unto you, Ye shall 
not have gone over the cities of Israel, TILL THE SON OF 
MAN BE COME" (Matt. 10:23). 

And after his resurrection he added, in relation to the Gos
pel he began to preach in Galilee as God's message to Israel
"Go through the whole state, and make known the Gospel to 
every creature (thereof). He having believed and been baptized 
shall be saved; but having not believed, he shall be condemned" 
(Mk. 16:15,16). 

The apostles understood this commission to extend only to 
"the loss sheep of the House of Israel;" not to the Gentiles. 
Had they understood it as extending to every Gentile creature 
of the whole Roman Habitable, it would have been unneces
sary for the Lord afterwards to have prepared Peter in a spe
cial manner for a ready compliance with the invitation from 
Cornelius to come and "tell" his pious Gentile household (pros
elytes to Moses) "words whereby they might be saved." 

The Twelve were commissioned to the Circumcision; so that 
the kosmon apanta, rendered in the Common Version "all the 
world," relates only to the citizens of the Commonwealth of 
Israel; a truth which well defines the limits of the phrase, I am 
with you all the days, till the consummation ofthe age-to the 
end of the age and the end of the Commonweal th; two ending 
things, hence the word SUN teleia, for the state once had an 
end before in the reign ofNebuchadnezzar; but not "the age:" 
that did not end till the parousia of the Son of Man, when both 
were finished for a time. 
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Judah not proving faithful to the required extent, the time 
arrived to extend the proclamation of the Gospel of the King
dom to the Gentiles of the Roman Habitable. Paul was called 
to this purpose. He published it for a testimony to the nations, 
while the Twelve were "going over the cities ofIsrael; " and he 
appears to have accomplished his work before them. For in his 
letter to the Colossians he says, that at the time he was writ
ing to them, the faith and hope of the Gospel, of which he was 
minister, had been preached to every creature under heaven 
(Col. 1:23). 

Here, then, was the Olivet indication of the end being near. 
The Gospel of the Kingdom Jesus came to preach had been 
preached by Paul, who laboured more abundantly than the 
rest of the apostles and his companions under the whole heaven 
of the Roman Habitable. What did the faithful look for next? 
The end of all things Mosaic. And why? Because Jesus had said 
that after this universal proclamation throughout the habit
able, "the end shall come;" and if the date of Paul's Epistle to 
the Colossians be correct, it did come in eight years after
wards; and before the other apostles had gone over the cities 
of Israel. 

During these eight years a very lamentable state of things 
obtained in the churches of Judea. Many were seduced from 
the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and be
came again entangled in the pollutions of the world. 

They were the ''perilous times ofthe last days" of the Mosaic 
economy, in which professors were "lovers of their own selves, 
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to par
ents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, impla
cable, devils (diaboloi), incontinent, fierce, despisers of those 
that were good, betrayers, heady, highminded, lovers of plea
sure rather than lovers of God; having a form ofgodliness, but 
denying the power thereof. They maintained the form of Chris
tianity, but the false prophets among them neutralized its power 
over them by their traditions which deceived and corrupted 
them. 

They betrayed and hated one another, smote their fellow
servants, and ate and drank with the drunken in their dis
gusting revels. They were presumptuous and self-willed, and 
spoke evil of the things they did not understand. They were 
spots and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own 
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deceivings while they feasted with the faithful. Cursed chil
dren , who had forsaken the right way, for the wages of 
unrighteousness-the scoffers of the last days, walking after 
their own lusts, and saying, Where is the (fulfilment of the) 
promise of his parousia or proximity? 

What evidence is there ofhis being near to put an end to the 
age and commonwealth of Israel-"the (Mosaic) heavens and 
the earth which are now," For since the fathers (of the nation) 
fell asleep, all things continue as from the creation of the state?). 

Such wa s the apostasy foretold by the Lord Jesus, which 
exhausted the patience of God with Judah; and caused them 
to be broken off as a withered branch at the destruction of 
their city and temple. "Many, " said he, "shall be seduced 
(skandal-isthesontai, CAUSED TO STUMBLE), and shall be
tray one another, and shall hate one another. And many false 
prophets shall rise, and shall deceiv e many. And because iniq
uity shall abound, the love ofthe many shall be cooled. But he 
who suffers patiently to the end, the same shall be saved" (Mat t . 
24:10-13). 

This state of things in the Jewish churches was a great af
fliction to the apostles; who saw much of the work done under 
their administration about to be consumed as wood, hay and 
stubble-mere tares bound up in bundles to be burned in the 
fiery furnace of divine wrath upon the land. But they did not 
forget the words of the Lord Jesus, who told them, saying 
"When ye shall see all these things know that HE (the Son of 
Man) IS NIGH at the doors-engus estin epi thuralis" (Mat t . 
24:33 ). 

This nearness was his parousia, inappropriately rendered 
"com ing " in the Common Version. They, and the gold and sil
ver, and precious stones, who continued steadfast in the faith , 
perceived it, and watched with intense solicitude for the end. 
For the apostles wrote to them, saying, "the end of all things 
hath approached; be ye therefore sober, and watch even to 
prayers;" "looking for and earnestly desiring the nearness of 
the day of God , through which, heavens being on fire shall be 
abolished, and elements burning, IT is dissolved, " teketai, that 
is, the state. 

The judgment that was to affect this was "the baptism of 
fire " foretold by John the Baptist, with which the Son of Man 
was to baptized, overwhelm, and consume, the unfruitful trees 
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of that viperous generation-the "unquenchable fire with which 
he was to burn up the chaff," or ungodly men of Judah, who 
lived in pleasure and wantonness on the land; and nourished 
their hearts for a day of slaughter. 

Those who remained faithful and true saw what was com
ing; for they were "mindful of the words before spoken by the 
holy prophets, and of the commandment of the apostles of the 
Lord and Saviour." They were therefore as rocks in the stormy 
sea ; and not to be moved from their steadfastness in Christ, 
though the heavens were rolled up as a scroll, and the land 
became blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. 

They knew that the Mosaic system must vanish in a loud 
tumult of war and desolation-"pass away with a great noise"
before the Kingdom of God, in which dwelleth righteousness , 
could be established; for so long as that economy continued, 
there could be no Melchizedec High Priest in Israel reigning 
over the Twelve Tribes of his father David's throne; and conse
quently no inheritance for them as partakers of his joy. 

Hence, this being the position in which they were placed by 
their faith, Peter wrote to them saying-"SEEING THAT YE 
LOOK FOR SUCH THINGS, be diligent that ye may be found 
ofHim in peace, without spot, and blameless. Ye therefore, be
loved, SEEING YE KNOW THESE THINGS BEFORE, be
ware lest ye also, being led away by the deceit ofthe lawless, fall 
from your own steadfastness; but grow in grace and knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both 
now and in the day of the age. Amen" (2 Pet. 3:14,17,18). 

Such then, were the signs of the Son of Man 's coming, and 
invisible presence at and before the overthrow of the Mosaic 
system in Judea, and which for the sake of clearness, may be 
summarily presented as follows: 

1. The appearance of many impostors claiming the Messi
ahship ofIsrael; 

2. Wars and rumors of wars, famines, pestilences, and earth
quakes ; 

3. The appearance of many false prophets among the Chris
tians; 

4. Apostasy to a great extent in the churches of Judea; 
5. The apostolic mission to Roman nations fully accomplished; 
6. The state of things in Judea, a facsimile of society in the 

days of Noah; 
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7. Jerusalem compassed with armies, or the abomination of 
desolation, spoken of in Dan. 8:9. 

8. Zion's sun and moon darkened; and her stars cast down 
to the ground, and stamped upon by the Roman horn of the 
goat, which thus establishes "the end." 

In my next article upon signs in heaven, I shall speak upon 
the erchomenos, of Jesus and the sign thereof, the great event 
of these "latter days. "-Herald 1855 

The Beginning Of Things
 
Necessarily Miraculous
 

ByBROTHER ROBERT ROBERTS 

In recent months, there has been considerable discussion 
and debate between so-called Evolutionists and Creationists, 
especially so as to which of these views, evolution or creation, 
if not both, should be taught in the schools. The debate on the 
origin of man, Evolutionists vs. Creationists, has continued 
since the death of Charles Darwin, the supposed father of evo
lution. 

For well over 100 years, faithful Christadelphians have be
lieved and maintained that God, the Creator, made the heavens 
and the earth by His Divine and unlimited power, and every 
living thing of this dispensation, after its kind. They believe 
that the Bible is God's Holy and Divine word of Truth, and 
that it accurately presents man's origin, as well as his present 
and future state. We also, as Christadelphians, believe that evo
lution, as popularly understood, is contrary to what God states 
in His word of truth, and is therefore a false, God denying 
theory. It is a hodgepodge ofspeculations, guesses andperhapses, 
and has been passed off as factual and the only answer to the 
origin of life as we know it. 

In reality, evolution has no basis in fact. Many things in 
science disprove its thesis. If one honestly takes the time to 
examine all the facts, they would unhesitatingly cast aside any 
thought of man evolving from a simple form of life, to that of 
an animal, to that of a man, or any other evolutionary theory. 
The following article is an excerpt from the book "The Visible 
Hand of God" by bro. R. Roberts, and it shows us the basic 
Christadelphian beliefand teaching from Scripture, on the sub
ject of man's creation. The points mentioned are exceptionally 
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well thought out, and their arguments are as sound today as 
they were when originally written. 

* * * 
We might begin with the first chapter of Genesis. Here we 

have marvel enough of the miraculous order. "God said, 'Let 
there be light,' and there was light," and so with other things: 
His word produced the result. It is not foreign to the subject to 
realize in passing that such must have been the beginning of 
things. 

It is the scientific fashion tobelieve that things have "evolved" 
themselves. But this is a mere speculation. That is, it is a guess 
suggested by certain facts on the surface of things that look in 
that direction, but which are capable of another explanation. It 
is a guess inconsistent with other facts: a guess hazarded by one 
or two clever men, and taken up and re-echoed by thousands of 
mediocrities: a guess, however, rejected by man of equal scien
tific eminence to the originators of it, and refused by a large 
section of the scientific community. 

As a guess it is not like most scientific conclusions-demon
strated truth; it is a mere theory in the air that has rapidly 
become popular because of its tendency to liberate from the obli
gations associated with the Scriptures. It is a guess effectually 
demolished when the resurrection of Christ is established, for 
with the resurrection of Christ comes the proof of his divinity 
and the consequent establishment of Moses and the prophets 
endorsed by him. 

But even evolution itself cannot dispense with such a begin
ning of things as is exhibited in the Mosaic narrative. For what is 
evolution? It is the gradual development of things from latent 
power. The power for a thing to be (or its "poten tiality," as scien
tific writers say) must exist before the thing itself can come. For 
example, the potentiality of any plant exists in its seed; th e po
tentiality of ice exists in water; the potentiality of the various 
orders of living things exists in their respective seeds. Without 
this antecedent power to exist, they would not come . 

Now, carry the process of evolution backwards far enough, 
we are bound to come to a time when there was no earth, no sun, 
no stars; when the universe was an undeveloped potentiality. (The 
hypothesis of evolution involves this). Very well, imagining our
selves in such a time, what should we have to look at, so to speak? 
In a sense, of course, there would be nothing to see , for nothing 
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the six days' work ending in the appearance of Adam on the 
scene. 

The Bible and geology are sufficiently in agreement to make 
the acceptance of both possible, but even ifthere were hopeless 
divergence between them, we must remember that geology is 
too incomplete and changeable a science (changeable, that is, in 
the inferences that men draw from the facts observed; change
able also in the aspect in which facts present themselves to vari
ous students and at clifferent times), to come into competition 
with the attested authority of the Scriptures of Moses, the proph
ets and the apostles. 

The beginning of miracle upon earth, then, we doubtless con
template in the formation of Adam from the dust and the at
tendant works of repair and re-order. There is no difficulty in 
the reception of this miracle that is not equally experienced in 
any theory in which human intellect may prefer to take refuge. 
This is the conclusion reached by the line of reflection we have 
roughly sketched. 

Whatever the nature of th e beginning, and to however re
mote a point it may be deferred, it is enveloped in mystery in
scrutable. Here is the fact, th at man-wonderful man with all 
his weakness and baseness-is here; and there is the other fact 
that, go far enough back, and he was not upon earth. Between 
these two points of time his appearance takes place; and when
ever and however that appearance took place, a marvel occurred 
for which no explanation can be found in the antecedent eter
nity, apart from the existence of eternal wisdom and power. 

This is adapting the argument to modern habits of thought. 
By whatever name people may please to designate the cause, 
that cause, combining wisdom and power, is God and nothing 
else. That we cannot understand God, is no obstacle. Whatever 
we may call it, we are in the presence of that which cannot be 
understood. Who can understand eternity? Who can understand 
"force "? 

To put away God and give us "force" is not relieving us of 
any difficulty; it is not giving us anything we can understand 
better. It is rather increasing our clifficulty; for if passive, mind
less force can produce a creation like that which we see around 
us, bearing the stamp of matchless wisdom, both in its general 
form and its minutest arrangements, then is force a more won
derful God than the God of Israel, for the God of Israel declares 
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to us He has made all these things by His power and His wisdom, 
while scientific Atheism would give us a God possessed of nei
ther-a blind God-a sleeping God-a God that slept for ages 
and then woke up without a cause and proceeded to "evolve" at a 
rate of progress suggestive of wonderful sloth in the first case. 

Adam must have appeared at once, and at the time Moses 
informs us he appeared; for ifhe appeared by slow development 
from a lower life , or by spontaneous development in a complete 
form, the fact would demand three things that experience does 
not realize. 

1. There ought to be no lower forms oflife now: for if creation 
"evolves" by mechanical impulse without discernment, discrimi
nation, or design, her "developments" should march abreast, and 
there ought to be no monkeys, no dogs, no "primordial germs"
nothing but men. 

2. If to this it is objected that surrounding circumstance exer
cise a "natural selection," and prevent development in certain 
cases, then, as there are all sorts of circumstances, there ought to 
be all sorts of stages of development, and we ought to have some 
tribes of men with tails, and some with wings, and some with 
horns, and some with amphibious capabilities like the hippopota
mus, and certainly we ought to have speaking animals; instead of 
which man is man everywhere: there is an unbridgeable gap be
tween the lowest human specimen and the highest of the animals 
in the bulk and distribution and position of the brain. 

3. Ifman appeared on the scene by spontaneous development 
(most absurd of all the wild suggestions to which atheistic predis
position drives the cleverest of men) he ought to do so now, be
cause nature, on this hypothesis, is unchanged and unchange
able, and ought to present us every now and then with a man 
whose mother should be the rock or the peat bog, and his father 
the sun's rays or some other form of the wonderful "force." 

Finally, the extent of human population upon earth at the 
present time, considered with reference to known rates of in
crease , after allowing for the devastations of war and the 
depopulations of barbarism, and the flood, involves the conclu
sion that human generation began at the time presented by Mo
ses. 

What if there are remains of pre-historic and pre-Adamic 
races? The conclusion is not weakened. Such facts would only go 
to show that in the pre-Adamic history, for which there is room 
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in the Mosaic narrative, the prior races, with which we have no 
connection, played a part, of which all memory and trace have 
been obliterated by the catastrophe (probably judicial) which 
plunged the earth into the chaos in which the Mosaic narrative 
opens: after the analogy of the Noahic flood which we shall have 
to consider by and by. 

"The Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a 
living soul." This is the all-sufficient explanation of the marvel 
of man's advent upon earth-the initial miracle of human his 
tory. 

God fashioned him direct from the dust. This is enough. It 
suits and harmonizes all the facts of the case, which cannot be 
said of any scientific hypothesis. It has the merit of being unbur
dened by the pretentious jargon of science, and of setting forth 
all that we can or need to know of the process by which the 
foundation of the human race was laid in the production of the 
first man. 

It has the further merit of being an authoritative piece of 
information and not speculation , for it comes to us with the 
stamp of Christ's endorsement, and Christ's case is too far be
yond the region of uncertainty to be debatable: in telling us that 
God made man it clears the resurrection of all the difficulty 
which some men have professed to see in it; for obviously, God 
who produced the wonderful mechanism of human life at the 
beginning, can easily reproduce it when the occasion calls . 

We have looked upon man in the moment of his appearance 
on the scene. Welook at him in the first stage of his career. "The 
Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden , and there he put 
the man whom he had formed . . . to dress it and keep it" (Gen. 
2:8-15). This was before the appearance of Eve. The planting of 
the garden would be in the nature of a miracle. A clearing or 
enclosure would be made, and stocked with fruits and flowers, in 
a readier and easier manner than by shovel and pick. 

The power that made a man from the same material would 
find no difficulty in this. It was not a work of superfluity. It was 
necessary that Adam being alone in the land should have a pre
pared and suitable place to be in, and what more suitable than 
an enclosed collection of "every tree that is pleasant to the sight 
and good for food" (verse 9). Such surroundings were adapted to 
the tastes and necessities of a newly-made and solitary man. 
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But another miracle was necessary to complete his situation. 
"The Lord God said, It is not good that th e man should be alone : 
I will make him an help meet for him ... and the Lord God 
caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept; and he took 
one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in stead thereof; and the 
rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, 
and brought her unto the man." 

God could have made woman direct from the ground as he 
made Adam: but he preferred to extract a portion of Adam's 
own framework and use that as a foundation from which to 
build the woman. We should speak presumptuously if we were 
to say there were no reasons for this preference. 

We may not know them all, but it is easy to see that the fact 
of Eve's origin (coming to Adam's knowledge as it did-see verse 
23) would give her a place in his sympathy which another origin 
might have failed to give her: and it is not unnatural to suppose 
that the employment of a portion of his own being as the basis of 
his helpmeet would establish an electrical affinity between them, 
which would tend to the unity which God designed should exist 
between man and woman as "one-flesh." 

There was also an allegory established which would have been 
wanting had Eve been independently produced. Paul tells us that 
Adam was "a figure of him (Christ) who was to come" (Rom . 
5:14 ). Now, it was in the purpose of God to develop "the bride, 
the Lamb's wire " from Christ himself by death (the antitype of 
Adam's deep sleep). Consequently, it was fitting that the rela
tion of Eve's origin to Adam should exhibit th e analogy corre
sponding to this. 

Naturalists, of course, scout the whole affair as a fable . But 
they are precluded from doing so in true reason . They mu st first 
get rid of Christ, which is impossible, and of the Bible, which is 
another impossibility; and of Palestine and the Jews-still fur
ther impossibilities. It does not follow that because the lower 
animals are male and female by common derivation, which does 
not distinguish one from the other, that therefore it is so in the 
human species. 

Though man, in his present condition, is like the animals in 
nature, and lies down on equal terms with th em in the dust, he 
is far higher than they in his origin, type, and destiny. He is in 
the image of the Elohim. He is the similitude of the divine form 
among the myriads ofliving forms that people the earth: among 
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them, he is the only reflex ofthe moral and intellectual attributes 
of the Creator. He is the head of the animal world . Therefore he 
is not to be classed as a matter of course with the lower creatures 
as to the laws that govern his appearance upon earth. A dignity 
and a meaning attach to his origin and his history totally apart 
from that of the animals. 

Naturalists reason from below up to man: in truth, the proc
ess must be reversed. Man has come down from the position in 
which he started: and the nature of that position and the reason 
of that descent cannot be understood without contemplating him 
from the divine point of view. Reproduction was a foreseen ne
cessity in the purpose of God with the human species: therefore 
the male and female relation was introduced, but it was done in 
an interesting, dignified, and sympathetic way. It was an adapta
tion of a common animal peculiarity to a special and noble crea
ture formed for the glory of God. Woman was formed from a rib 
extracted from man, and thus was achieved the first miracle 
after man's appearance in Creation. 

---bro. R. Roberts, 1883 Visible Hand ofGod, 1959 Edition 

The Household Of Faith In The Latter Days 
By BROTHERG. V. GROWCOn 

"We all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the Glory 
ofthe Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to 

glory, even as by the Lord the Spirit" (1 Cor. 3:18). 
A FRATERNAL GATHERING ADDRESS 

The Gathering Committee's outline for this address lists 
these 5 items: 

1. The attitude of the Household in relation to the Signs of 
the Times. 

2. The attitude of the Household in relation to the Gentile 
world. 

3. The attitude of the Household in relation to Israel. 
4. The effect the Signs should have on the Household. 
5. The glory that will be theirs in the Kingdom ofGod. 
First, then: our attitude toward the Signs. It should com

prise these aspects: Awareness, Thankfulness, Deep Interest, 
Neutrality, Caution, Balance, and Discrimination. 

AWARENESS: Jesus severely chided the Pharisees because 
they could not discern the Signs of the Times. It could have 
helped save them from the greatest tragedy that ever befell a 
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people. They should have been aware of their location in Dan
iel 's Messianic 70 Weeks, which culminated in their genera
tion. They should have recognised in Rome the terrible, strange
tongued, eagle-nation from afar (Deut, 28) that was to destroy 
their city and Temple (Dan. 9:26), and cast them out of their 
land. 

They should have recognised John as Isaiah's 'Voice crying 
in the wilderness', and as Malachi's messenger of the Messiah. 
But they did not-and all that was foretold came suddenly 
upon them. 

THANKFULNESS: Without the Signs, the whole pattern 
of our lives would be far less interesting; far more hazy and 
indefinite. Truly we could live full , godly lives without them: 
they are not essential to salvation. But they greatly strengthen 
faith and interest, and give us encouraging bearings and land
marks whereby to plot our position in the outworking of the 
Divine Purpose. It is much more pleasant and comforting to 
be travelling in clear sunlight, observing the changing terrain 
that indica tes the approach of our destination, than it is trav
elling in indistinguishable dark or fog. 

The 'sure word of prophecy' would lose much of its force 
for us if we had no way to tie ourselves in, by current events 
and circumstances, to our specific position in the Plan . The 
Signs are of God 's love and mercy, for the strengthening ofRis 
children. The wise will be thankful for them, and will be stirred 
to godly action by them. 

DEEP INTEREST: It is a remarkable paradox that the true, 
unworldly, separated people of God are far more interested in 
the significant events in the world than the world itselfis. The 
vast majority of the world's billions of people-we could say 
99 %-know and care little or nothing of what goes on outside 
their own tiny personal circle oflow animal activity and enjoy
ment. Even in our own supposedly educated and sophisticated 
countries, we find the weekly newsmagazines are almost en
tirely petty froth and rubbish: a few meaningful paragraphs 
in average issues of over 100 pages. 

Our position is unique. It is their world, but we are more 
interested in what is happening and where it is going. Wehave 
a programme. We know generally what is going to happen, 
though we do not know specifically from event to event, which 
makes it far more interesting. 
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NEUTRALITY: We must constantly remind ourselves to be 
neutral: to keep in harmony with the Divine view of things. It 
is the potsherds striving with the potsherds of the earth: ALL 
fleshly and evil. 

We have natural sympathy with the downtrodden and the 
oppressed. On the other hand, we have natural, selfish sympa
thy with the status quo and the preservation of the inequities 
which favour our own safety and well-being, as the historic 
dominance and privileges of the White race, which seized as 
much of the world's good lands as it could-especially the Brit
ish---eonfining the other races to overcrowded conditions in 
less favourable areas. 

We have many natural, fleshly sympathies and prejudices 
which we must examine, try to be aware of, and guard against. 
Our interests and sympathies in watching the Signs must be on 
the basis of the will and purpose of God, and not our own na
tional, racial or personal feelings . 

CAUTION: We must be very careful about attempting to 
prophesy, and about over-emphasising passing events. There 
are many zigs and zags in the development of the Purpose. 
Just a few years ago, prominent brethren in another group 
were confidently saying in their official magazine that bro. 
Thomas was wrong, and Russia could not possibly be King of 
the North, because of her 'Pact of Eternal Friendship' with 
Egypt. Very soon after, that pact went the way of all human 
pacts. 

Over 100 years ago, the Brotherhood had every reason to 
believe the end was upon them. The temporal power of the 
Pope had recently ended-the 1260-year period of power to 
persecute-just when expected. Russia was furiously driving 
against the tottering Turkish Empire with the full weight of 
its armed might. Europe was favouring Russia, because ofreli
gious sympathy and envy of Britain's power. Britain opposed 
the Russian advance, and had drawn a line at Constantinople 
beyond which it dared Russia to go. Turkey held the Holy Land, 
where Russian and Catholic interest was strong. The Jews were 
stirring toward political life, and had begun to return. 

But it was not the end. All the Signs they saw were correct, 
but had to get far bigger and more prominent: Israel, Russia, 
war, violence, immorality, human knowledge and travel and 
pride, world turmoil and discontent, etc. Britain and Europe 
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had to be weakened, and shrink tremendously on the world 
scene: the German and Austrian empires broken up - all fad
ing before the dreadful superpower of Russia . 

BALANCE: The Signs are important, but secondary. Some 
have made shipwreck in over-emphasising them far out of pro
portion: obsessed with them to the detriment of deeper things
then often being devastated when they did not follow an ex
pected pattern at an expected time. Unbalance concerning the 
Signs can lead to a shallow and unstable faith: a gospel of 
political sensationalism. 

Character, service to God and the Brotherhood, and an ever
deepening knowledge of the full range of the Truth, must be 
the principal aspects of our interest and effort. And finally-

DISCRIMINATION: We must distinguish between normal 
phenomena and legitimate Signs of the Times. We weaken our 
case if we consider every tornado a Sign. Earthquakes, floods, 
droughts, violent weather activities only become Signs if they 
establish a measurable new pattern of greatly increased frequency 
or intensity or significant location or bearing on current events. 

This principle applies equally to human events and activi
ties. We must distinguish between normal variations and rep
etitions of what has always been, and specific new aspects pe
culiar to these last days. War has always been, and therefore 
war is not in itselfa Sign (although it is a striking fulfilment of 
prophecy that, despite all man's protestations and predictions 
of peace, and claims of civilisation and culture, war still is with 
us more prominently than ever).But war is a Sign in that it 
has suddenly, in our lifetime, become infinitely more deadly 
and destructive and horrible and burdensome to the world's 
peoples: man now has the actual ability in his hands to destroy 
all life on the planet, and make it uninhabitable for centuries. 

The 100s of billions of $s, and billions of hours of ingenuity 
and labour, and mountains of irreplaceable natural resources , 
spent annually on ever deadlier and more diabolic instruments 
of war, could transform the earth into a paradise for all, and 
eliminate all cause for men to go to war at all , if mankind had 
any decency and wisdom. But it cannot be, as long as evil hu
man nature rules the earth. 

* * * 
The second item: The attitude of the Household in relation 

to the Gentile world. Jesus said
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"God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son" (I n . 3:16). 
He said again

"Thou shalt love thy neighbour AS THYSELF" (Mat t. 
19:19). 
And in illustration, when pressed as to who is 'thy neigh

bour' , he showed by the parable of the Good Samaritan that 
the term has universal application. It is as large and broad as 
the heart is able to expand and grow up to . He said further, 
through Paul

'~s ye have opportunity (that is , to the fullest extent ye are 
able), DO GOOD TO ALL MEN" (Gal. 6:10 ). 
This is a very important injunction as part of the Way of 

Life. It requires positive action and effort. It is by context 
directly connected with the promise (v. 8 ) that those who sow 
to the Spirit shall reap everlasting life : that is, it is a required 
part of the sowing to the Spirit. 

Jesus said also, even more searchingly
"Love your enemies . . . DO GOOD to them that hate you" 
(Matt. 5:44). 
Do we carefully obey this, or do we conveniently ignore it? 

content to feel noble and superior in not returning the evil? 
The Way of Life is a very special kind of training for a very 
special Divine position for eternity. Are we big enough for it? 

This is one group of commands. There is another group
"Love not the world . . . Ifany man love the world, the love 
ofthe Father is not in him" (1 In. 2 :15) . 
"Come out from among them and be ye separate" (2 Cor. 
6:17). 
"T he friendship of the world is enmity with God" (Jam. 
4:4). 
"Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works ofdarkness" 
(Eph . 5 :11). 
These two sets of commands seem contradictory: many in 

fact use one set to discountenance the other, according as their 
preferences may be. 

But we know they are not contradictory. And we know that 
both sets are vitally important, are com mands, and must be 
obeyed. 

Wisdom will humbly and enquiri ngly discern the true pat
tern and balance between them. We must have an attitude 
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toward the world that harmonises and fulfils both sets of teach
ings. Bro Roberts said, with much discernment, that it is such 
apparently opposite commands as these that develop our spiri
tual insight and penetration. We are forced to analyse and dis
criminate, and perceive the finer lines of instruction. We can
not jump to broad or coarse conclusions. We are forced to the 
delicate balance of self-control within limited guidelines. 

We can have no fellowship or fraternisation with the world. 
We must maintain all our motives and desires and interests on 
a higher, purer, spiritual plane: but our feeling and attitude 
toward them must be kindness and hope and helpfulness. Jesus 
said

"1 came not to judge the world, but to save the world" (In. 
12:47). 
He will judge, eventually-he plainly tells us so (Acts 17 :31) 

but that was not his mission then: nor is it ours. It is essential 
to the healthy development of our character that we suppress 
the fleshly tendency to constantly criticise and condemn 'those 
that are without'; and rather by study of the mind of Christ 
learn how to desire to do good unto all men. And the kindness 
and concern must be genuine, from the bottom of our hearts in 
wisdom; not a forced, surface kindness. 

Christ wept for wicked Jerusalem, in spite of her long and 
bloody record of wickedness and murder of the prophets of 
God. He was bowed down with the realisation that wickedness 
is tragic, self-destructive folly; and he desired to save men from 
it, not coldly condemn them in it. So must we, sincerely, with 
heartfelt concern and sympathy. 

Primarily, of course, we must be separate. We must feel sepa
rate, think separate, act separate. We are not, and cannot be, a 
part of the world in activities, interests and associations. All 
we do, all day and every day, must be with the sole motive of 
pleasing God , keeping close to Him in heart and mind, doing 
all for and unto Him. 

This is first, and fundamental; but it does not stop there. 
We have obligations to the world ; and the importance of these 
obligations is not so much for the world's sake, as for our own 
training and character. 

Criticism and judging come cheap and easy. They are natu
ral, and fleshly, and very small-mindedly self-gratifying. But to 
learn how to put ourselves out, and set aside our own comfort 
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and satisfaction, and take the time and trouble and effort to 
help and strengthen those we so glibly criticise, is the Christ
like sacrifice God demands-"DO GOOD TO ALL MEN . . . Do 
good to them that hate you. " 

It is a positive command; a required part of the Way of 
Life. Some people spend much time in building muscles by 
lifting great weights: if faithfully adhered to, the results are 
very impressive. These are the weights that build the essential 
muscles of the Spirit. (To be con tinued, God willing) 

Will Of Peter The Great 
[In The Which He Prescribes ToHis Successors The Course Which They 
Ought ToFollow In Order to Acquire Universal Dominion.] 

In the name of the most holy and indivisible Trinity, we, Peter 
the Great unto all our descendants and successors to the throne 
and government of the Russian nation. 

The All-Powerful, from whom we hold our life and our throne, 
after having revealed unto us His wishes and intentions, and 
after being our support, permits us to look upon Russia as called 
upon to establish her rule over all Europe. 

This idea is based upon the fact that all the nations of this 
portion of the globe are fast approaching a state of utter de
crepitude. From this it results that they can be easily conquered 
by a new race of people, when it has attained full power and 
strength. We look upon our invasion ofthe West and the East as a 
decree ofDivine Providence which has already once regenerated 
the Roman Empire by an invasion of barbarians. 

The emigration of men from the North is like the inundation 
of the Nile, which at certain seasons enriches with its waters the 
arid plains of Egypt. We found Russia a small rivulet; we leave it 
an immense river. Our successors will make of it an ocean, des
tined to fertilize the whole of Europe, if they know how to guide 
its waves. We leave them, then, the following instructions, which 
we earnestly recommend to their constant meditation: 

1. To keep the Russian nation in constant warfare, in order 
always to have good soldiers. Peace must only be permitted to 
remit the finances. To recruit the army, choose the moment 
favourable for attack. Thus peace will advance your projects of 
war, and war those of peace, for obtaining the enlargement and 
prosperity of Russia . 
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2. Draw unto you, by all possible means, from the civilized 
nations of Europe, captains during war, and learned men during 
peace--so that Russia may benefit by the advantages of other 
nations. 

3. Take care to mix in the affairs of all Europe, and in particu
lar of Germany, which being the nearest nation to you, deserves 
your chief attention. 

4. Divide Poland, by raising up continual disorders and jealou
sies within its bosom. Gain over its rulers with gold; influence 
and corrupt the diet, in order to have a voice in the election of 
the kings. Make partizans and protect them; if neighbouring 
powers raise objections and opposition, surmount the obstacles 
by stirring up discord within their countries. 

5. Take all you can from Sweden; and, to affect this, isolate 
her from Denmark, and vice versa. Be careful to rouse their 
jealousy. 

6. Marry Russian princes with German princesses; multiply 
these alliances; unite these interests; and, by the increase of our 
influence, attach Germany to our cause. 

7. Seek the alliance with England, on account of our com
merce, as being the country most useful for the development of 
our navy (merchants, etc.) and for the exchange of our produce 
against her gold; keep up continued communications with her 
merchants and sailors, so that ours may acquire experience in 
commerce and navigation. 

8. Constantly extend yourselves along the shores of the Baltic 
and the borders of the Euxine. 

9. Do all in your power to approach closely Constantinople 
and India. Remember that he who rules over these countries is 
the real sovereign of the world. Keep up continual wars with 
Turkey and with Persia. Establish dockyards in the Black Sea. 
Gradually obtain the command of this sea, as well as of the Bal
tic. This is necessary for the entire success of our projects . Has
ten the fall of Persia. Open for yourselves a route towards the 
Persian Gulf. Re-establish, as much as possible, by means of Syria, 
the ancient commerce of the Levant, and thus advance towards 
India. Once there, you will not require English gold. 

10. Carefully seek the alliance of Austria. Make her believe 
that you will second her in her projects for dominion over Ger
many, and secretly stir up the jealousy of other princes against 
her, and manage so that each be disposed to claim the assistance 
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of Russia; and exercise over each a sort of pro teetion, which will 
lead the way to future dominion over them. 

11. Make Austria drive the Turks out of Europe, and neutral
ize her jealousy by offering to her a portion of your conquests, 
which you will further on take back. 

12. Above all, recall around you the schismatic Greeks, who 
are spread over Hungary and Poland; become their center and 
support-as universal dominion over them, by a kind of sacerdo
tal rule (autocratic sacerdotal); by this you will have many friends 
amongst your enemies. 

13. Sweden dismembered, Persia conquered, Poland subjugated, 
Turkey beaten, our armies united, the Black and Baltic Seas 
guarded by our vessels, prepare separately and secretly, first the 
court of Versailles, then that of Vienna, to share the empire of 
the universe with Russia . If one accept, flatter her ambition and 
amour propre, and make use of one to crush the other, by engag
ing them in war, the result cannot be doubtful; Russia will be 
possessed of the whole of the East, and of a great portion of 
Europe. 

14. If, which is not probable, both should refuse the offer of 
Russia, raise a quarrel between them, and one which will ruin 
them both. Then Russia profiting by this decisive moment, will 
inundate Germany with the troops which she will have assembled 
beforehand. At the same time, two fleets full of soldiers will have 
the Baltic and the Black Sea-will advance along the Mediterra
nean and the Ocean, keeping France in check with one, and Ger
many with the other. And these two countries conquered, the 
remainder of Europe will fall under our yoke. 

Thus can Europe be subjugated. -Herald, 1851 
(It is quite fitting how much of this is happening as we get closer 

to the time ofChrist's return. Russia has not changed much from the 
days ofPeter the Great and the desire for world conquest. 

Notice the religious content: Peter the Great believed it was God's 
purpose that Russia rules the world. The leader of Russia today, a 
member ofthe Greek Orthodox church, has the same view. Notice the 
parallels-Keep Russia in constant warfare; Mix in the affairs ofall 
Europe and in particular Germany; the mention ofPoland, Denmark 
and Sweden; Th e Baltic Sea; Constantinople; India; Mediterranean; 
Britain; establish dockyards in the Black S ea; Persia; Syria; Aus
tria; the schismatic Greeks; Hungary; Versailles, Vienna; the use of 
[lottery; an attack on Germany and France if needed; and be to the 
nations an autocratic sacerdotal (priestly despot) ruler! Th ese are a 
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few of the things we see in this decree ofPeter the Great, for Russia to 
acquire universal dominion. 

What should beour reaction. to world events? Watch Russia. Watch 
Germany, France, Austria (EU), Greece and Turk ey. The prophetic fu
tureofthesenations will happen by divineprovidence,but not theprovi
dence Russia expects, as they will be met on the mountains ofIsrael by 
themultitudinous Christ Jesus and a great destruction will befall them 
(Eze. 38, 39)-K.D.C.). 

Ecc1esial News (Continued from page 254) 

In looking at the events transpiring throughout the world, 
we are again moved to say that we are truly living in the very 
latter days. Troubles are everywhere and men have no real 
solutions to them. This we see in the outlook and actions of the 
nations of Europe and the Midea st, principally with Russia 
and her soon-to-be allies in Europe. Remarkably the latter day 
signs long-foretold are being fulfilled right before our eyes. 

Along with this is the rock-bottom morals of the world as 
they have become more evil as laws change. Truly the whole 
world is like to Sodom and Gomorrah. Although abominations 
are a daily occurrence-we do know they were long predicted, 
as well as th e actions of the nations-they are part of the signs 
of the latter days just before Christ comes. Are we discour
aged? No!-Because we know God's judgments on the world 
will occur after the saint's judgment. And what a wonderful 
cleansing it will be. Let us hold fast until our deliverance comes . 

The words of our hymn 94 fit the picture nicely
"LORD, J esus come; for here our paths through wilds are 

laid; We watch as for the day-spring near, amid the breaking 
shade. 

"Lord, Je sus, come; for hosts meet on the battle plain; The 
captive mourns, the tyrant boasts, and tears are shed lihe rain. 

"Lord Jesus, come; for still vice shouts her empty mirth, The 
famished crave in vain their fill, while teams the fruitful earth . 

"Harhl, herald-voices near lead on thy happier day; Come, 
Lord, and our hosannas hear; we wait to strew the way. 

"Com e, as in days ofold, with words oflife and power; Gather 
us all within thy fold, reveal the happy hour." 

On behalf of the London Berean Ecclesia-bro. DavidClubb 

One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Con tinued from page 288) 

It is strange to hear these men boasting of what is lying before 
them as the result of modern enlightenment. Each morning , 
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as they look forth from their window, upon the world and its 
prospects, the horizon seems to widen, the atmosphere to clear, 
and the sun to gather intenser and more healing radiance. 'Glo
rious prospect!' they exclaim, in rapturous musing. 
The thought of their heart is, that the world's true day has 
dawned at last-light has risen-darkness must make way for 
it; the progress once begun must accelerate in speed-the wave 
once set in motion, even far out in the mid-ocean, must swell 
and rise ... 
Visions of splendour float out before them, and they cannot 
away with those who suggest that possibly these may be but 
man's vision-nay, perhaps a picture conjured up by the god of 
this world, in order the more surely to mislead their hopes, 
and by bewildering their fancy, to entangle their steps more 
cruelly in his snares. 

(These very interesting thoughts caused bro. Thomas and bro. Roberts to 
put them in their various magazines. The point Is that the world may look 
glorious on the surface, but it is a sham, for beneath there is overwhelming 
evil that few can see. But there are believers of the Truth who can see this 
wicked world as it is and that it will soon pass away forever). 

* * * 
IN his next exhortation, No. 122, bro. Roberts' wrote on this present life

Sometimes what we read-sometimes what we sing-furnishes
 
a starting point of our meditations. This time, it is both.
 
We have sung of the ephemerality of our present life: we have
 
read some cheering things touching another life and of the con

ditions that lead to emancipation from one to the other.
 
If you have it in your power, go to a place where you have not
 
been for twenty years. Consider the people you were acquainted
 
with before you left. Where are the babies you knew? Nowhere.
 
Most of them are in their graves: the rest are bustling young
 
men and women.
 
Where are the young men and women you knew? You cannot
 
find them. You may find sober middle-aged people on whom
 
time is making its mark, and who show little of the blithesome

ness of youth.
 
Where are the middle-aged men? They are dead or old.
 
Where are the old men that interested you and were interested
 
in your boyhood or girlhood? They are gone. The grass grows
 
on their graves in the cemetery. The picture saddens perhaps,
 
but it instructs.
 
Follow the flame long enough, and it has but one end in the
 
natural order. The flame of the lamp burns low in its socket till
 
after a few unsteady twinkles, it goes out. The night comes when
 
no man can work. The mourners go about the street.
 
But let ours be the man of God's prayer, "So teach us to num

ber our days that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. "
 

* * * 
CONTINUING his writings on ''The Ways of Providence, No. 23," bro. Rob
erts next considered the time between the Babylonish captivity and the 
appearance of Christ-
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In the interval between the return from Babylonish captivity 
and the appearance of Christ, there are many ways of Provi
dence. The eleventh chapter of Daniel's book is a prophetic 
sketch of the principal of them, the most striking perhaps be
ing those relating to the faithful class of the Maccabeaan era, 
who are spoken of (v, 33), as "they that understand among the 
people," of whom it is also said, "they shall fall, to try them, and 
to purge, and to make them white, even to the time of the end ." 
The falling in the case is defined as "falling by the sword, and 
by flame, and by captivity, and by spoil many days," so that we 
have here a case of calamity divinely permitted to faithful men 
for the accomplishment of certain moral results with reference 
to God's ultimate purpose with them in the time of the end. 
This is a principle of very frequent illustration throughout the 
Scriptures. It is condensed into the saying "whom the Lord 
loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he re
ceiveth." 

* * 
A brother wrote to bro. Roberts with extracts from the tours of bro. Thomas. 
He thought they would be of value to the brotherhood. We have extracted a 
few exhortational parts of what appeared in the Christadelphian

1) "At Shady Grove . . . a small nucleus quite sufficient for a 
healthy beginning, have been organized in the interests of the 
faith. We trust they will have more regard for the quality than 
the quantity of members." 
2) Louisa-"It is to be hoped that they will make a conscience of 
meeting every first day of the week, to publicly remember the 
Lord as he has commanded them; and that the outside may know 
that there is a body of living Christadelphian people in the midst 
of the surrounding dead." 

* * * 
PART No. 2 on "The Temple of Ezekiel's Prophecy, by bro. Henry Sulley, 
offered these thoughts-

As already remarked, the times when the vision was given di
vides the history of the children of Israel into two epochs, one 
ending with their complete restoration. 
For proof of the first affirmation the testimony of Jeremiah al
ready adduced, that which we have no better, will doubtless be 
deemed sufficient. For proof of the second assertion the proph
ecy itself gives indispensable evidence. 
After being shewn the chief constructional features of the build
ing, Ezekiel saw "the glory of the God of Israel" enter the house, 
and heard a voice speaking out of it. 

* * * 
UNDER "Editorial" remarks, bro. Roberts wrote-

The servants of Jehovah are exhorted to give him no rest until 
He shall make Jerusalem a praise in the earth (Isa . 62:7). They 
have long been crying night and day for generations, and Jesus 
says their cry will not always be unheeded. They have every 
reason to desire the day of Jerusalem. Their salvation is bound 
up with hers. 
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AGAIN in his brief "Notes, bro . Roberts responded to a number of is W 

sues
1) It is true that Dr. Thomas once wrote an article on the sec
ond chapter of Nahum's prophecy. We shall have pleasure in 
reproducing it in due course. 
2) Be assured that no contempt was meant by our silence. It 
had no meaning except that in the multitude of brain-racking 
matters and anxie ties, th e matter ha s escaped our memory. 
3) Daniel's Vision-Bro. Ollis, of Birmingham, has published a 
collectionof six drawings representing the image and four beasts 
of Daniel's Vision, They are stitched together under a cover. 
4) The only remedy for persis tent error when all endeavour to 
remove it from the mind of th e subject of it is a failu re, is that 
prescribed by Jesus to the disciples in reference to the Scr ibes 
and Pharisees: "Let them alone." This cannot be followed out 
except by disassociation or withdrawal, which , however pain
ful to the feelings , will operate wholesomely on both sides, by 
at all events securing peace one side and opportunity for reflec
tions on the other. 

* * * 
BIBLE Lectures (135 Years Ago)

"Christ as a Master; Christ as a Brother ; Christ as a Servant"
 
"The Confession of Faith and Creation"
 
"Have the Jewish People a National Future?"
 
"The Resurrection of Lazarus"
 
"Has Paul Received His Crown?"
 
"The Souls Under the Altar"
 
"The Glorious Realties of the Future Age"
 
"Is the Earth to be Burned Up at the Last Day?"
 
"Is Baptism Sprinkling or Immersion?"
 
"Behold the Bridegroom Cometh"
 

July Answers-'Who Killed" 
1. Elah-Zimri 21. Nadab-Baasha 
2. Joab-Benaiah 22. Asahe1-Abner 
3. Abel-Cain 23. Amasa-Joab 
4. John-Herod 24. Shimei-Benaiah 
5. Agag-Samuel 25 . Hamor-Levi/Simeon 
6. Ahab-An archer 26. Haman-Ahasuerus 
7. Zimri-Phinehas 27. Jezebel-Jehu 
8. Judas-Judas 28. Naboth-Jezebel 
9. Uriah-David 29. Amnon-Absalom 

10. Joash-His servants 30. Goliath-David 
n .Eglon-Ehud 31. Ahaziah-Jehu 
12. Cozbi-Phinehas 32. ShaIlum-Menahem 
13.ltezin-llg1ath-Pileser 33. Jehoram-Jehu 
14. Sisera-Jael 34 . Athaliah-Jehoiada 
15.Pekah--Hoshea 35. Absalom-Joab 
16.James-Herod 36. Gedaliah-Ishmael 
17. Amon--His servants 37. Shechem-Levi/Simeon 
18. J osiah-Necho 38. Pekahiah-Pekah. 
19.Zebah~ideon 39. Adonijah-Benaiah 
20. Abner-Joab 40. Zachariah-Shallum 
Berean 2015 287 



One Hundred & Thirty-Five YearsAgo 
The Christa delphian, August, 1880 

BRO. Roberts continued the article printed in the July ChrisfadeTphian. It 
was printed under the title of "Night or Day?" Again, it was not from the pen 
of bro. Thomas, but one that he fully agreed with and thought worth repro
ducing

"That the age is, in many aspects, a needy one, few will ques
tion. Even the self-satisfied and vain-glorious enthusiasts of 
progress feel that there is much awanting. They scoff at any 
symptom of what they call retrogression; they smile at those 
who are disposed to stand still; and they urge on progress, with 
all the buoyancy of young hope, fearing neither precipitancy 
or impetuosity. (Cont inued on page 284) 

20. Pursued him seven daysBIBLE PUZZLE-'Who?" 
21. Had four sons who hid 

I. Used clouts 22. Washed then' stripes 
2. Said, Take two 23. Had f"1lthy garments 
3. Hid in a well 24. Hid among the stuff 
4. Rescued Paul 25. Lived by the seaside 
5. Worked wilily 26. Sat still in the house 
6. Kissed Amasa 27. Loved present world 
7. Washed his face 28. Dealt hardly with her 
8. Shaved his head 29. Burned priests' bones 
9. Painted her face 30. Bound up his wounds 

10. Gave much alms 31. Set his house in order 
11. Lived at Philippi 32. Died in year of Flood 
12. Was killed in bed 33. Understood by books 
13. Sat on top of a hill 34. Meditated in the field 
14. Cut off the ropes 35. Was mourned seventy days 
15. Was hid three months 36. Cut it with a penknife 
16. Wallowed in blood 37. Was afraid at midnight 
17. Ran unto the herd 38. Was cast under a shrub 
18. Escaped on a horse 39. Turned his face to wall 
19. Wept and did not eat 40. Dismissed the assembly 
Abraham Elijah Jeremiah Methuselah 
Ahimaaz Gibeonites Jezebel Moses 
Ahithophel Hannah Josb Naaman 
Amasa Hezeki.ah Job Ornan 
Benhadad Isaac Joseph Samaritan 
Boaz Ishbosheth Joshua Sarah 
Claudius Lysias Ishmael Josiah Saul 
Cornelius Jacob Laban Simon 
Daniel Jailor Lydia Soldiers 
Diotrephes Jehoiakim Mary Townclerk 
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