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Ecclesial News 
EDMONTON, Alberta 

Dear Brethren and Sisters in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

Loving greetings in the sure promises of the Hope of Israel.   

It is with much sorrow and heaviness of heart that we, of the 

Edmonton Ecclesia, relay the passing of our dear Sister Margaret Luard 

in the late hours of Saturday, January 23, 2016.  She now awaits, with 

her late husband, Bro. Arthur Luard, in a restful sleep, the awakening 

by our Lord when they are called before Him.  Times such as this, 

though very grievous to be borne, highlight our complete reliance and 

dependence on the mercy of our Heavenly Father and absolute faith in 

the promises of salvation to be seasoned with immortality and joy for 

the righteous. 

We have also received a silver lining to this dark cloud in our 

ecclesia. Tuesday, January 19, 2016 Bro. Brent and Sis. Rachel Dul 

welcomed their second son, Jetton, into their family.  Truly what a 

joyous account this is; and although a steep responsibility, we can’t 

help but see the manifold wonders and blessings of our Creator in the 

provision of life. 

From both ends of life’s pendulum we see the righteousness of God 

and His loving kindnesses toward us.  So, our dear Brethren and Sisters 

we pray this message finds you each anxiously awaiting the advent of 

our Saviour and request the inclusion in your prayers for all those 

persevering through these transitions of life.  

Much love from your fellow servants of the Edmonton Ecclesia in 

the bonds of Messiah, Bro. Ben Darter  

NAKALIRA, Kenya 

Greetings in our Master’s name,  

From this side of  the Lords’ vineyard, we  have the following  

fraternal news. With  much  joy and  gladness  we  announce  

readmission  to fellowship of Bre. Conrad Wanyama, Godwin 

Wanyonyi and Patrick Wafula after acknowledging  their wrongs 

before God, His son Jesus Christ  and the  brotherhood at large. 

They afterwards received the right hand of fellowship. Join us in 

praying for  them and all in  steady  walk. Bre. Epa Wekati and John 

Simiyu  were  present on Saturday 5th,  March 2016. 

We are happy for the family of Bro. Moses and Sis. Gladys for 

being blessed with a baby girl named Kaye Nasimiyu Wafula for which 

we thank Yahweh.  
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On a sad  note, we  announce  withdrawal from fellowship of sisters 

Everlyne  Makokha and Celestine Wamalwa due  to ungodly conduct. 

Our wish  is that  they  acknowledge their wrongs and change  so as 

to resume  their walk Zionwards. Sister Everlyne  deserted her husband. 

Sis. Celestine has decided to neglect the Lord’s table.  Efforts  to have 

them realize and denounce their folly have been  futile. Join us in 

praying for them to see  the need  to resume  fellowship as we  await  

our Lord’s near return.  

Bro. Moses Wafula, on behalf of Nakalira Ecclesia 

LAMPASAS, Texas 

We are sorry for the delay in sharing the good news of our new 

BRO. NATHAN EDWARDS here in Lampasas ecclesia.  Bro. Nathan  

is the son of Bro. Chip and Sis. Joyce Edwards, gave a good confession 

of his faith on Wednesday evening, March 9 to the ecclesial examining 

committee.  He was baptized during the Sunday school hour March 13 

at the home of Bro. Justin and Sis. Amanda Patterson and then given 

the right hand of fellowship during the Memorial Service that morning. 

Words of welcome and encouragement can be sent to him in various 

ways: 

Nathan Edwards 

PO Box 296 

Goldthwaite, TX  76844 

Phone 325-642-4827 

Email nathanedwards98@ymail.com 

In the hope we all share, 

Recording Bro. Jerry Connolly 

GATHERINGS & ACTIVITIES 
(To be held Yahweh Willing) 

HENGOED STUDY WEEKEND……….………………………. May 27–30, 2016 
The Hengoed Ecclesia plans to hold its next Study Weekend from Friday the 
27th May to Monday 30th May, 2016, in the Stackpole Outdoor Centre (where it 
has been held in previous years), God Willing. The theme is the “Prophecy of 
Zechariah”  A warm invitation is extended to all in the Berean fellowship to 
gather with us around the Word of Yahweh as we consider the thrilling aspects 
of this Prophecy.  If you plan on attending, please let us know at your earliest 
convenience so that we can plan accommodation and transport.  My email 
address is malesinwales@btinternet.com or feel free to contact any member of 
Hengoed to advise us of your plans. Bro. Steve Male 

LAMPASAS FRATERNAL GATHERING…….…...…………..June 10–12, 2016 
Bro. Ricky Hurst, PO Box 1381, Goldthwaite TX 76844,    325-451-4075 

tel:325-642-4827
mailto:nathanedwards98@ymail.com
mailto:malesinwales@btinternet.com
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HYE FRATERNAL GATHERING…….….………………….…...July 24-31, 2016 
Bro. Mark Braune, 209 Ranger Dr, Buda TX, 78610 512-577-1119, 
markbraune@gmail.com, Study on Ezekiel 

SOUTHEAST FRATERNAL GATHERING…….….….…...October 29-30, 2016 
The gathering will be held at the ElderCare of Alachua County Senior 
Recreation Center, 5701 NW 34th Blvd., Gainesville, FL 32653.   
Bro. Michael Jasionowski, mjasionowski@gmail.com  

 

The BCAA 

The Berean Christadelphian Audio Archives, or BCAA for short, has made 
available a large selection of talks on MP3 online. The address is 
www.bcaudioarchives.blogspot.com. Please check this link often as we will be 
updating with new material as much as possible. The purpose of this site is to 
restore and make available lectures, exhortations, and study classes. Some of 
these talks are decades old and have seldom been heard.  

We are always looking for tapes, and if you have some talks that you would like 
to share, please email Bro. Craig Kiley (craigkiley@yahoo.com) and we will be 
happy to transfer the talks to MP3 format and post them. 

The Man That Hath Seen Affliction 6 
The Lamentations of Jeremiah 

PART SIX 

“Jerusalem remembered all her pleasant things.” 

VERSE NINE 

“Her filthiness is in her skirts.” 

The filthiness is, first of all, the same as the legal impurity 

(uncleanness) of v. 17 (cp. Jer. 13:22, 27). It speaks of moral 

pollution. This word ‘skirts’ is translated from Hebrew ‘shuwl,’ 

which is always the original where ‘hem’ occurs—”the hem of the 

garment” of the priest had bells and pomegranates (Ex. 28:33, 39:25). 

The children of Israel were commanded (Num. 15:38-40) to— 

“Make them fringes in the borders of their garments 

throughout their generations, and that they put upon the fringe of 

the borders a ribband of blue: 

“And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye may look upon 

it, and remember all the commandments of the Lord, and do 

them; 

“And that ye seek not after your own heart and your own 

eyes, after which ye use to go a whoring.” 

What a perfect picture this gives us! Her uncleanness was in 

that she did not remember to do the commandments of the Lord. 
Instead she went back to her adulterous ways, the ways she learned in 

tel:512-577-1119
mailto:markbraune@gmail.com
mailto:mjasionowski@gmail.com
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Egypt. Thus her hem was defiled; her skirt was defiled by her 

spiritual fornication. Her sacrifices were detestable to God. 

Although the word ‘skirt’ is not the same in the original, we get 

another picture from Jer. 2:34. Here the filthiness speaks of the blood 

of her victims— 

“Also in thy skirts is found the blood of the souls of the poor 

innocents.” 

In this, the persecution of the innocent (Mt. 23:34-35), including 

Christ, Jerusalem—the prospective “Holy City”—bears a close 

resemblance to the other so-called ‘holy city’—”Babylon the Great” 

and her hideous system (Rv. 17:6; 18:24)— 

“And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of saints, and 

with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.” 

It is a sobering warning, when we remember that the ‘Christian’ 

Apostasy—just as the Jewish religion—was once clean and pure and 

acceptable to God. How soon man forgets his Maker! 

In view of this, we should keep before our minds that ‘raiment’ 

which we put on in the waters of baptism. We too covenanted with 

God to keep His commandments, and we should not return to our 

former position in the world. Neither should we shed the blood of the 

innocent (in word or deed), nor crucify Christ again by turning from 

‘the Way.’ 

*      *     * 

“She remembered not her last end.” 

“She took no thought of her doom.” (RSV); “She took no 

thought of her future” (Amer. Trans.). That is, she took no thought 

of what God had threatened would be her end—the desolation she is 

experiencing here. God had pleaded incessantly for her to change her 

ways (Jer. 7:25), but to no avail (Dt. 32:29; Isa. 62:2). 

Again, Jerusalem is comparable to ‘Babylon’ of the 

Apocalypse—in her stubbornness— 

“And thou saidst, I shall be a lady forever: so that thou didst 

not lay these things to thy heart, neither didst remember the 

latter end of it” (Isa. 47:7; Rv. 18:7). 

*     *     * 

“Therefore she came down wonderfully.” 

1 
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A better rendering for wonderfully would be ‘astoundingly.’ 

“Her fall was terrible” (RSV). She came down— 

“Because her tongue and her doings are against the Lord” 

(Isa. 3:8). 

This was just as God had said in Jer. 13:17-18— 

“But if ye will not hear it, my soul shall weep in secret 

places for your pride; and mine eye shall weep sore, and run 

down with tears, because the Lord’s flock is carried away 

captive. 

“Say unto the king and to the queen, Humble yourselves, sit 

down: for your principalities shall come down, even the crown of 

your glory.” 

When she did fall, it was in amazement; it came on her as a 

surprise—not because she had not been warned but because she had 

turned her back on all the warnings. This has a valuable lesson for 

us, Jesus says— 

“Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and 

keepth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame” 

(Rev. 16:15). 

How beautiful the harmony of the Word of God! This is an 

almost identical figure of what we have seen in these last two verses 

of Lam. 1. Apostasy is usually such a gradual development it is not 

recognizable by those immediately affected by it unless they are 

watching carefully. 

And individual apostasy is the same. Falling away is not sudden; 

it just seems sudden—the final outward climax of a gradual inward 

spiritual decline. 

*     *     * 

“No comforter” 

—again the central theme of this first chapter— 

“O  Lord, behold my affliction.” 

Jerusalem now pleads before God in what appears to be a prayer 

which is repeated at the close of this first chapter. The words are not 

the same but the principal thoughts are the same. 

*     *     * 

“For the enemy hath magnified himself.” 
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“For the enemy has triumphed” (RSV). 

VERSE TEN  

“The adversary hath spread out his hand upon all her pleasant 

things.” 

These are called ‘desirable things’—margin. (See note vs. 6-7: 

“All her beauty is departed”). This includes the vessels of the 

Temple, c a l l ed ‘goodly vessels’ (‘vessels of desire’—mg.) in 2 Ch. 

36:10, 19. 

Some of these vessels were brought to Babylon by Nebu-

chadnezzar; the others were destroyed when God’s House was 

burned. Jeremiah himself had predicted these things (Jer. 15:13; 

20:5). 

The word is translated ‘treasures’ in v. 11 in RSV. With a slight 

variation it is the same word as in v. 7, where it was an abstract 

plural. Here it definitely points to the treasures of the Temple. 

*     *     * 

“For she hath seen that the heathen (nations) entered into her 

Sanctuary, whom Thou didst command that they should not enter 

into Thy congregation.” 

Compare this with Dt. 23:3— 

“An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter into the 

congregation of the Lord; even to their tenth generation shall they 

not enter into the congregation of the Lord for ever.” 

Not only did Babylon enter the congregation or assembly of 

Israel, but these outsiders entered even into the holiest part of the 

Temple. In her life, the daughter of Zion had ignored the intents of 

such commands as this, and had mingled freely with the aliens, even 

to intermarriage. She thus brought these punishments on herself. 

VERSE ELEVEN 

“All her people sigh, they seek bread.” 

Again, the reference is to the famines of a besieged city, 

Jerusalem (See Jer. 37:21; 38:9; 52:6). 

*     *     * 

“They have given their pleasant things for meat to relieve the soul.” 

It is probable that the ‘pleasant things’ mentioned here apply to 

personal treasures or belongings. The city had passed through a long 
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period of famine prior to capture. For a long period after capture 

there would be lack of food. 

Instead of ‘have given,’ the phrase should be ‘they trade’ or 

‘they give,’ indicating present experience. The Amer. Tran. freely 

renders “relieve the soul” as “keep themselves alive,” presenting 

the situation more understandably, but losing the more faithful 

literalness that adds to our knowledge of the meaning of ‘soul’ 

(nephesh). (As an example: 2 Kings 6:25, speaking of Israel). 

*     *     * 

“See, O Lord, and consider; for I am become vile.” 

Jerusalem, beginning to recognize her guilt, pleads to God to 

consider her plight and extend mercy to her. This will be seen more 

fully in v. 20 and in ch. 2 and succeeding chapters, as Israel begins 

to turn more to God. 

 The word ‘vile’ carries with it the idea of worthlessness, moral 

looseness. 

 In this first section we have seen the sorrow of the city, once 

the throne of the Lord, now desolate. As we all must, she has reaped 

what she sowed, and realizing this, she weeps. 

                                                                              —Bro. G.V.Growcott 
 

 

Saved Through Belief of the Truth 

“O send out Thy Light and Thy Truth: let them lead me! Let them 

bring me unto Thy holy hill, and to Thy tabernacles”—Psa. 43:3.  

‘TRUTH’ is a broadly comprehensive word, having many forms, 

and being related to many subjects. It is generally defined as: ‘that 

which is true, in conformity with fact or reality, in agreement with a 

standard.’  

When Paul wrote to the Ephesians:  

“Speak every man truth with his neighbour” (Eph.4:25). 

—he was using the word in an abstract sense. But when he wrote to 

Timothy about:  

“Coming unto the knowledge of The Truth” (1 Tim. 2:4). 
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—he was speaking specifically of that form of truth which 

constituted the bond that united the believers—among themselves and 

to God in the days of the apostles:  

“THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL” (Gal. 2:5). 

‘The Truth’ is a phrase used by all the apostles for this glorious 

message whose belief in its purity is essential to salvation. But it is 

especially used by John in his 2nd and 3rd epistles. The 2nd is 

addressed to a group of loved ones, and opens in this beautiful 

manner—  

“The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in The 

Truth; and not I only, but also all they that have known The Truth.”  

The 3rd epistle is addressed to Gaius, whom, says John,  

“I love in The Truth.” 

And then he adds (v.3)—  

“For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and testified of The 

Truth that is in thee, even as thou walkest in The Truth.”  

When we come to trace the scriptural origins of the word, we find 

them especially rich in the Psalms, where we read, among others—  

“Lead me in Thy Truth, and teach me” (25:5).  

“I have walked in Thy Truth” (26:3)  

“I have not concealed Thy Truth from the great congregation . . . 

Let Thy Truth continually preserve me” (40:10-11).  

“Thou hast given a banner. . . that it may be displayed because of 

The Truth” (60:4).  

“Thou swarest unto David in Thy Truth” (89:49).  

“The Truth of the Lord endureth for ever” (117:2).  

“Thy Law is THE TRUTH” (119:142).  

All these, of course, find their focus and fulfilment in the Word 

made flesh, who was the very embodiment of the Truth of the Gospel. 

And when he was revealed to Israel, he had much to say concerning 

The Truth. At the apex and crisis of his ministry, as he stood—though 

bound and abused—in divine and majestic dignity before the awed 

Roman Governor, he uttered the memorable words—  

“Thou sayest that I am a King! To this end was I born, and for this 

cause came I into the world: that I should bear witness unto THE 



                                                                                                      Berean 2015—118 

 

 

TRUTH. Everyone that is of THE TRUTH heareth my voice” (John 

18:37).  

The last sentence of those words of Jesus has a direct connection 

with a previous statement recorded by John (John 8:31-32)—  

“Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye 

continue in my word, then are ye my disciples in deed. And ye shall 

know THE TRUTH, and THE TRUTH shall make you free.”  

This brings us to the point of identification, and we find it in the 

phrase: ‘If ye continue in my word.’ To continue in his word is to abide 

in his teaching. And his teaching is comprehended in the golden word 

‘Gospel’—which, at that time, signified ‘The things concerning the 

Kingdom of God—as is so amply illustrated throughout the 4 Gospels, 

long before the disciples even knew that Christ was to suffer and die. 

All testify that the Gospel was the Gospel of the Kingdom, as Mark—  

“Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, 

preaching the Gospel of the KINGDOM OF GOD” (Mark 1:14).  

We also have his own frequent statements, as in Luke 4:43—  

“And he said unto them, I must preach the KINGDOM OF GOD to 

other cities also: for therefore am I sent.”  

Long after this extensive and intensive preaching of the Gospel of 

the Kingdom, he was still straitly forbidding his disciples to tell any 

man that he was the Christ—Matt. 16:20. But after his suffering and 

resurrection, and when he could at last exclaim, in joy and triumph, ‘It 

is finished!’—then this glorious fact was added to ‘The Truth,’ that 

eternal Abrahamic Gospel of the Kingdom that is to fill the earth in 

righteousness with the glory of God and the blessing of all nations. And 

it became:  

“The Things Concerning the Kingdom of God and the Name of 

Jesus Christ.” 

This latter was necessary in order to show the relation of Jesus to 

the Kingdom: that he was the long-awaited Fulfiller of the Promise and 

the Purpose concerning the Kingdom that will fill the earth. Therefore, 

when we speak of ‘The Truth,’ we do so because of the immeasurable 

significance involved in the phrase, which comprehends everything 

related to the Gospel of the Kingdom, and of the ‘Lamb slain from the 

foundation of the world.’  

Having come to a knowledge of The Truth, and having obeyed its 

initial command in the prescribed manner, and so entered into the only 
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Name under heaven whereby we may be saved, we find ourselves—

from time to time—faced with a heart-searching question. And not only 

heart-searching, but a question vital to our eternal welfare—  

“What is our standing in relation to THE TRUTH? What are we 

doing to ‘make our calling and election sure’?”  

If we have followed our daily Bible readings carefully and 

prayerfully, we must realize by this time that our walk in the Truth—

according to what it may be—will lead us either unto death or unto life. 

The ultimate result depends entirely upon how we walk before God.  

Do we all clearly realize that it is quite possible for us to be deeply 

interested and active in the details of The Truth from what we might 

call a structural or technical point of view—and yet totally fail to lay 

hold on the deep and spiritual things relating to it: the things that give 

life? That is, those things that should lift us entirely out of worldliness 

and fleshliness, and should stir up our love and zeal, and a flooded 

sense of overwhelming thanksgiving that would rend our very being, 

and cause us to exclaim with Paul (Rom. 11:33)—  

“O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 

God! How unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding 

out!”  

Then, again, it is possible to have our minds centred upon the signs 

of the times, so that every important change that takes place among the 

nations would stir up our enthusiasm, and burst forth into excited 

conversation. Of course, there is nothing wrong with that—indeed, it is 

desirable—provided our walk in the Truth, our obedience to the 

commands, and our manifestation of the spirit of Christ, all reflect the 

same ardent spirit. We must keep vividly before our minds that the 

Signs all relate to, and focus upon THE COMING OF THE LORD, and 

our standing before him to give account of our stewardship, and how 

well we have heeded Paul’s counsel of salvation (Eph. 4:22-24)—  

“That ye put off, concerning the former conversation (way of life) the 

Old Man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts. And be 

renewed in the spirit of your mind; and that ye put on the New Man, 

which after God is created in righteousness &: holiness of Truth.”  

It is also possible for us to look upon The Truth from a strictly 

intellectual, scholastic, or scientific point of view; and to become 

absorbed in burrowing into secondary questions of original tongues, or 

hazy secular historical backgrounds and relationships, which lead us 

into blind alleys of mere worldly learning—and away from the 

Gospel’s living power as to Holiness and Godliness.  
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It is so fatally easy, and pleasing to the pride of the flesh, to be led 

away from the searching, practical, personal application of Scripture to 

our own conduct, into current ‘scientific’ and ‘scholarly’ speculation & 

controversy, after the learned confusion of the wise of the world.  

Many things are very interesting, and have a natural attraction for 

the mind. But they are the sterile husks compared to the true spiritual 

meat that will build us up in the stature of Christ. They should be left at 

that point, and our time should be devoted to the study and meditation 

of that which is written for our instruction in godliness, so that we may 

be more and more conformed to the mind of the Spirit.  

If we faithfully and prayerfully apply ourselves to that, we shall find 

that our motives which lead us into action will be generated by love: 

love for God, and for the Truth, and for our brethren—and not by a 

love of prominence, or controversy, or novelty, or excitement.  

Let us then, in the spirit of teachable humility and desire to obey, 

apply our minds to the divine ideas and principles so beautifully 

revealed in, and woven into, the Word of God. We will then, in 

thankful joy, ‘keep ourselves in the love of God,’ and will know (1 

Tim. 3:15)—  

“How we ought to behave ourselves in the House of God, which is 

the Ecclesia of the Living God, the Pillar and Foundation of THE 

TRUTH.”                —Bro. G.A. Gibson  

 

Where There is No Vision, The People Perish 

The rest of this verse, (Proverbs 28:18) concludes: “but he that 
keepeth the law, HAPPY is he.” 

  It is often brought to our attention that we are of all people the 
most privi1egcd and the most blessed. This is true, for ours is indeed a 
high and holy calling. Our finite minds struggle daily to comprehend 
the joy and purpose set before us in the “exceeding great and precious 
promises.” 

  When the scales were first removed from our eyes and the light of 
the glorious gospel of Truth flooded into our hearts, we were so humbly 
grateful for the opportunity to become a part of the family of God. We 
were like prisoners set free; our hopelessness was swallowed up in 
impelling purpose; our joy was boundless, and our appreciation of the 
mighty works of God accomplished in Christ searched for communion 
and expression. We were filled with awe, impatient to be about our 
Father’s business. 

Have WE retained that earnest “first love?” 
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   Has our love of God, our zeal for the Truth, really increased? ARE 

we the happiest of all people? Has our REJOICING in the One Hope 

become an evident characteristic of our probation? More impelling with 

each passing day? It SHOULD have. 

   True, we have sorrow, - troubles of all kinds. But, when the fire 

tests our faith, do we recognize the opportunity to put our love and our 

appreciation of what God has done for us into action? The example of 

Paul is before us in this matter. He says, 

“We are troubled on every side, YET NOT distressed, we are 

perplexed, BUT NOT in despair; persecuted, BUT NOT forsaken; cast 

down, BUT NOT destroyed…FOR WHICH CAUSE WE FAINT 

NOT; but though our outward man perish, yet the INWARD MAN IS 

RENEWED day by day.” 

“For our LIGHT AFFLICTION (and consider what Paul terms light 

in 2 Cor. 11), which is but for a moment, WORKETH FOR US a far 

more and exceeding and eternal weight of glory…” 

How was it he was able to remain steadfast in spite of all these 

things that came upon him? It was in that— 

“…we look not at the things which are SEEN; but at the things 

which are not seen.” 

   The temporal things, to which his senses were constantly exposed, 

could in no way effect the inner man which was kept by the power of 

God unto salvation. No fleshly consideration veiled Paul’s ardent love 

of Christ, or the brethren, or the things of the Truth. 

“Henceforth I know no man after the flesh.” 

Unlike the children of Israel who “could not steadfastly look to the 

end of that which is abolished, Paul DID steadfastly look to the end 

promised in, 

“the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 

Christ.” 

His vision had not dimmed. Rather, it had matured and developed 

through testing and time into something much MORE impelling, “from 

glory to glory.” 

“For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy 

to be compared WITH THE GLORY THAT SHALL BE REVEALED 

IN US, For the earnest expectation of the creature WAlTETH for the 

manifestation of the sons of God”— Romans 8:19. 
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 “For we are saved by hope: but hope that is SEEN is not hope; for 

what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? But if we hope for that we 

see not, then do we with patience wait for it.” 

“Denying ungodliness and worldly lusts (the veil of the flesh), we 

should live soberly righteously LOOKING FOR THAT BLESSED 

HOPE AND…GLORIOUS APPEARING.” 

  Do we look with delight and anticipation toward the glorious 

coming of Christ and the great consummation of God’s purpose? Has 

our interest and participation in these things WHICH ARE THE ONLY 

TRUE REALITIES become vague, or lost in ritual? It is ONLY “unto 

them that’1OOK FOR HIM” that he “shall appear the second time unto 

salvation.” 

“According to His Abundant mercy (God) hath begotten us…unto A 

LIVELY HOPE...to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that 

fadeth not away, RESERVED IN HEAVEN FOR YOU WHO ARE 

KEPT BY THE POWER OF GOD THROUGH FAITH ready to be 

revealed in the last time.  WHEREIN YE GREATLY REJOICE…that 

the trial of your faith…though it be tried with fire, might be found unto 

praise and honor and glory at the appearing OF JESUS CHRIST.” 

The time is SO NEAR. Let us NOT be found entangled with the 

things of this life – bogged down in the possessions and weights that so 

easily beset us. Let us do ALL within our power to furbish the sword of 

the Spirit – to keep the vision bright, clear, impelling and transforming, 

that we may anticipate with Paul that crown of righteousness given to 

all them who LOVE HIS APPEARING.              —Bro. John F. Packer  

 

Meditations—Deity’s Ways No. 79 

RUSSIA is in a sorry plight. She goes from bad to worse. People are 

predicting an early break-up of the Empire—a foolish prediction in 

view of Bible revelation. Russia truly is doomed, but her end is not yet. 

She has first to fulfil a terrible mission. She has been divinely 

appointed to lead the nations against Jerusalem, that they may be 

punished and humbled, on account of their iniquity, by Christ at his 

coming. This is the teaching of the Bible, as conclusively demonstrated 

in the writings of Dr. Thomas. This mission requires that Russia shall 

not only survive her existing troubles, but that she shall emerge from 

them a mightier and more influential power than ever. The suggestion 

that the Doctor would have materially altered his interpretation 

regarding Russia, had he lived to see her recent reverse in the Far East, 

and her present deplorable state, is very weak, although it may please 
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certain ones who would delight to see the faith of Christadelphians 

upset. Only those who are unacquainted with, or who have not rightly 

grasped the nature and principles of the Doctor’s reasoning, could 

entertain such a suggestion. The Doctor was prepared for Russian 

reverses. Shortly after the Crimean War he remarked: Russia “may lose 

many battles, and experience considerable reverses, but this will only 

prove that its efforts have been in the wrong direction, or that it has 

been going ahead too impetuously for the times and purposes of God. 

Its success eventually is certain, and none can finally repulse it, until 

the sling-stone of David’s Son shall prostrate the Giant upon the 

mountains of Israel” (Herald, 1855, p. 61). 

When in trouble, let us be patient. Let us commune with God in 

reference to the matter, and keep a wise and vigilant lookout for lawful 

relief (we say lawful relief, for our tendency is, when confronted with 

trouble, to seek relief by any means—lawful or otherwise). If relief is 

slow in coming, console the mind with the grand fact that benefit, and 

not hurt, is accruing from the delay. God has an object in sending or 

permitting trouble (Heb. 12:6, 7; 2 Cor. 1:6). It is very hard to realise 

this, especially when trouble presses heavily; but it is true. The 

Scriptures are not false in declaring that “all things”—things 

occasioned through foes or friends, poverty or riches, ill health or 

robust health—”work together for good to them that love God” (Rom. 

8:28). Be our experiences what they may, God will, if we are faithful, 

never leave us nor forsake us (Heb. 13:5, 6). To whine or “flare up” 

when in trouble will never improve the situation. This simply 

aggravates matters—it makes others miserable and ourselves more 

unhappy. Besides which, it must be intensely displeasing to God. 

Impatience is a sign of unbelief, and the only cure for it is faith in God. 

If needs be, let us cry, but not complain. Grief is not inconsistent with 

patience. Paul wept often, but was not impatient. He appreciated 

trouble, for he knew the philosophy of it. “We glory,” said he, “in 

tribulations” (Rom. 5:3; 2 Cor. 7:4). But he never courted affliction, nor 

was he slow to lawfully escape it. An illustration of this occurs in his 

request for the prayers of the brethren that he might be delivered, if 

possible, from the chief cause of the apostle’s trouble—the 

machinations of wicked men (2 Thess. 3:1, 2). 

“Light and temporal”—”weighty and eternal.” This is the 

impressive and encouraging contrast that Paul draws between present 

suffering and future glory. The passage (2 Cor. 4:17, 18) in which he 

draws this contrast is considered by many to be the most beautiful 

utterance in all his writings. Will any say that it is not? Let us commit 

the passage to memory, and frequently feed on it. Not only does Paul 
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emphasise the incomparable greatness of the coming glory, but points 

out that suffering is the divine path to it. Is not this also encouraging? 

But let us note that suffering is effectual in working out glory only in 

the case of those who absorbingly keep the glory in view. The apostle’s 

words are: “While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the 

things which are not seen.” What follows, if we keep not the glory in 

view? Why, wretchedness and despair. Apart from hope, suffering is 

killing. In proof of this the experience of many men, in and out of the 

Christadelphian body, might be related. Whilst under a cloud of 

affliction, how many brethren have given way—become despondent 

and desperate—through losing sight of the promised reward. As for 

unbelievers, their view of suffering is proverbial. “There is nothing in 

all creation,” said one of this unfortunate class, “so demoralising as 

suffering.” “Suffering,” said another, “thrusts you down, degrades you, 

brings you to impotence, abjectness and despair.” These expressions of 

opinion enforce the truth of Paul’s teaching. “The sorrow of the world,” 

said this great teacher, “worketh death” (2 Cor. 7:10). What is the 

lesson? It is this, if we would successfully endure suffering, and extract 

good from it, we must keep the joy of eternal life in view—and thus 

follow Christ (Heb. 12:2) and Moses (Heb. 11:26) and Paul (Phil. 

3:13).                                                         —Bro. A.T. Jannaway— 1906 

 

Principles of Righteousness — “The Breaking of 

Bread in Simon’s House” 
There may be those who feel that certain cases of divorce and 

remarriage (not for “porneia”) cannot be received back into fellowship; 
that they could never break bread with the offending party no matter 
what they say, thereby cutting off the sinner from the path to 
redemption unless “falling into the hand of man” (1 Chronicles 21:13) 
they were prepared to submit to unscriptural conditions! It remains a 
marvel of marvels to the writer’s mind that Yahweh, who is so holy, 
condescended to extend His love toward man and created a plan of 
salvation that could declare His just claims of righteousness without 
cutting off, in that very process, the path to redemption of us sinners! It 
is the comprehension, appreciation and the making plain of these same 
principles in the life of the disciple that set him/her apart as a friend of 
the Master. We do well to remember Bro. Thomas’ words in Eureka 
that the manifestation of the Yahweh Name in Christ with all its glorious 
attributes of grace and truth, “is only initiated, not completed, in the 
person of Jesus Christ” (Volume 1 pg. 105). 

God’s grace as well as His truth must become integral 
characteristics of all those who desire to be among that glorious 
multitude who will comprise the Yahweh name. The Lord warns us in 
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Matthew 7:2, “for with what judgement you judge, ye shall be judged: 
and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again”. In 
our desire to behold the glory of our Lord full of grace and truth, 
we may have to sit uncomfortably for a time with Simon the 
Pharisee (Luke 7:36–50). Simon’s problem was not his inability to 
judge what the truth was when a certain woman, a notorious sinner, 
came uninvited to his feast and began to wash the Lord’s feet with her 
tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. His estimation of her 
was correct; she was a sinner indeed. Simon’s problem was “the 
grace of God”. The Lord did not cut short this woman’s need to pour 
out her soul in such a public manner, nor did he hasten to end this 
period of profound embarrassment that all at that table felt, particularly 
Simon, who though he had invited the Lord into his house to break 
bread, had no comprehension at this stage of his life as to what that 
truly entailed. This incident was recorded that those who would 
fellowship the Lord Jesus might identify themselves with one of the two 
classes presented here; the one represented by their spokesman, 
Simon; the other by this woman who was guilty of “porneia”. Before we 
proceed we must honestly examine ourselves and ask, to which class 
do we most closely identify? We have but two choices. 

In the parable of the two debtors, the Lord extracted from Simon his 
judgement of which of the two forgiven debtors loved his lord more. 
Simon’s answer was a stark lesson in justice, mercy and truth. “‘Do you 
see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my 
feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her 
hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not 
ceased to kiss my feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she 
has anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore I tell you, her sins, which 
are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven 
little, loves little.’ And he said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven.’ Then 
those who were at the table with him began to say among themselves, 
‘who is this who even forgives sins?’ (Luke 7:44–49, ESV). 

The tears this woman so reverently shed upon those “beautiful feet” 
(Isaiah 52:7) were tears of inexpressible appreciation for what she 
believed her Lord could do despite her present “state” described by 
Simon as that of ‘a sinner’!” Her belief motivated her to do something 
that took great courage in the presence of Simon’s friends. Though 
a word was not uttered, for what could she say, burdened with the guilt 
of iniquity, transgression and sin? Yet her tears constituted one of the 
greatest confessions in all Scripture. The Lord’s words “her sins which 
are many are forgiven―for she loved much” provide the divine 
guidance as to what constitutes scriptural repentance that incurs the 
blessedness of divine forgiveness. 

It is our conviction that long after the Lord and Simon’s other guests 
had departed, Simon would have sat in the darkness of his room 
thinking about what the Lord had said, thereby opening Simon’s ears. 
Simon’s name means, “Hearing.” At times we also need dramatic 
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incidents in our personal and ecclesial lives to open our eyes to 
behold God’s grace and truth, and our ears to the cry for help. 

The problems surrounding the divorce and remarriage question may 
well be circumstances in which the Lord Jesus appeals to us to open 
our eyes so that we might comprehend what in reality constitutes 
Yahweh’s truth. Like Simon, we may believe that we see the truth so 
vividly that we cut off the means of recovery to the repentant sinner, 
and likewise showing how we have failed utterly to comprehend 
Yahweh’s grace. 

In the Lord’s words and example there is an earnest appeal for the 
sake of the love of God to search out this subject diligently and pray to 
Yahweh for guidance to understand what is His will, to perform it 
ourselves and be empowered in all humility to teach it in a balanced, 
comprehensive way to others. 

 
Jerusalem Revisited - 6 

OLIVET HOUSE, JERUSALEM 

March, 1912. 

DEAR BROTHER WALKER,—After lunch to-day I called at the 

“Kaminetz Hotel” to pay a return visit to an archæological student 

staying there, and who was likewise interested in Zionism. 

Unfortunately he was out, but my time was not lost, for I had a very 

interesting conversation with the venerable old proprietor, after whom 

the hotel is named. I had heard of him by repute even in England, and 

had I been travelling by myself most likely should have put up at his 

hotel, not the least reason for which is the fact that not only is he a 

reputable Jew, but his hotel is largely patronised by lovers of Zion. The 

drawback to us, however, would have been the foreign element and 

Yiddish atmosphere. As it is, I shall be a frequent visitor at the place, 

and were there no “Olivet House” that would be my home. 

Upon leaving there I strolled forth, camera in hand, to make a 

complete circuit of the city, and photograph any objects of interest that 

might come in my way, particularly the eight gates, seven of which are 

open and in use, while the other has been walled up for centuries. The 

open gates are (1) The Jaffa Gate, called by the Arabs Bâb-el-Khalil—

”The Gate of the Friend”; it leads to Jaffa and to Hebron (El Khalil, so 

called because it was the city of Abraham, God’s “friend” (Isa. 41:8; 

Jas. 2:23). (2) The New Gate, opened in 1889, very near “Olivet 

House,” and midway between The Jaffa Gate and (3) The Damascus 

Gate. This is the finest of all the Gates, in fact it does credit to the city. 

It leads to Damascus. (4) The Gate of Herod, leading to the Moslem 

Quarter of Jerusalem. (5) St. Stephen’s Gate, being near the reputed site 
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of the stoning of Stephen. It faces the road leading to Olivet and 

Bethany. (6) The Golden or East Gate, the walled up one, forming part 

of the Temple Area. (7) The Dung Gate, leading out to Siloam, and (8) 

Zion Gate, or “Gate of the Prophet David,” on the ridge of Zion. 

I am pleased to record that I carried out my programme to the letter, 

and obtained good pictures, although it took much longer than 

anticipated, there being so much to engage one’s attention en route. Not 

the least interesting item was an Arab or Mahommedan funeral. The 

corpse was borne, without any coffin, on a bier. Oh, how it did remind 

me of the incident recorded by Luke (7:11–18): “Now when they came 

to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out, the 

only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much of the people 

of the city was with her,” etc. Yes, and so upon this occasion I was just 

about to photograph the St. Stephen’s Gate, when out came the 

procession. I joined in the motley crowd, down the slopes of Mount 

Moriah, across the Kedron Valley, round by the Garden of 

Gethsemane, up the Mount of Olives, and there I gave up the chase, for 

it seemed possible at the tremendous rate they went that they might be 

bound for Bethany. 

I therefore retraced my steps, and on the way met a gentleman who 

is staying at our hotel. He is connected with school work and wants me 

to visit his school. Whether I shall do so is doubtful, he is not of my 

taste; too much collar and cuff, shirtfront and dress-coat! the company 

of some old Jerusalem Jew is preferable. For the moment his chief 

ambition seems to be to sit next to the Bishop of St. Albans, who is 

staying with us to meet the Bishop of London, who has called at 

Jerusalem en route from Egypt, where he has been taking part in 

opening the new Cathedral there. I shall not shed tears when he goes, 

for at dinner time most of the talk on the opposite side of the table is 

about “the dear Bishop.” Am afraid my “frank” remarks (as you 

sometimes term them) on ecclesiastical matters are upsetting him. 

Some already know we place the Bible before the Prayer Book. 

After dinner I was again drawn out into the Jerusalem darkness. I 

know not why, but the open, albeit dark, roads and turnings and fields 

have an irresistible fascination, and I am not inclined to curb its 

gratification. By the way, Mount Zion is still being “ploughed as a 

field” (Micah 3:12). During our donkey ride yesterday over the slopes 

of Zion, there we beheld a man with ox and plough turning the ground 

“upside down” “as a man wipeth a dish” (2 Kings 21:13). As Gibbon 

tells us (vol 4., p. 100), this was first done “After the final destruction 

of the Temple by the arms of Titus and Hadrian, a ploughshare was 

drawn over the consecrated ground as a sign of perpetual interdiction.” 
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Since then “Jerusalem” has truly “become heaps” (Jer. 26:18). While 

strolling along in the dark I had vividly brought to my mind the 

statement of the Psalmist (119:105). “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 

and a light unto my path.” I met a native lady being shown home by her 

Arab servant. The latter walking several feet, if not yards, in advance, 

swinging an oil lantern backwards and forwards so as to shed a light on 

the road, and thus allow of his mistress to see where she was about to 

tread. Aye, and it needs some doing to walk without getting soiled in 

Jerusalem as much as it does to walk in the environment of every-day 

life without slipping or getting contaminated with Gentile uncleanness 

(Ps. 73:2; 119:9). 

Before retiring for the night, I engaged a carriage and three horses 

for a tour next day down to Jericho (down nearly 4,000 feet in less than 

20 miles). An old lady here wishes to join us, and as there will be room, 

we have consented. We have to start soon after 5 a.m. so as to do the 

worst of the journey before the intense heat of the day. We shall stay 

the night at Jericho in one of the three buildings called “hotels,” 

surrounded by ruins and mud huts. If, because unsatisfied, you leave 

one “hotel” for the other, you would be no better off, for they are all 

owned and run by the same Arab proprietor. 

These notes I am now penning in a bedroom at the “Jordan Hotel,” 

the best of the three. We were up this morning before sunrise, and 

having partaken of breakfast were soon going full pace down hill en 

route to the “City of Palm Trees,” as Moses terms Jericho in Deut. 

34:3. The “Park Hotel” that you stayed at with us 11 years ago is no 

more. After leaving Jerusalem and touching Bethany and Bethphage we 

broke the journey for a short while at an inn near the “Apostles’ 

Fountain,” which gave me the opportunity of bartering for a couple of 

shepherds’ slings, so often mentioned in the Bible (1 Sam. 17:40, 50: 

25:29; Prov. 26:8; etc). The shepherd did marvels with those I bought, 

and my beloved thinks it possible for anyone to do the same. If I ever 

try, it will be as well for everyone to get out of reach, for it would 

puzzle anyone to say where the stone would hit; possibly alight on the 

slinger himself. 

We next rested our horses and selves at the “Inn of the Good 

Samaritan,” which is about half-way between Jerusalem and Jericho. 

About here the scenery is very wild and rugged, quite the kind of place 

for that to happen referred to by Christ in his parable of the Good 

Samaritan. I mean the highway robbery incident (Luke 10.). You 

remember how, on our first visit, as well as the last, we had to have a 

Bedouin escort for protection. That has since been abolished, although I 

am not so sure that it will not again have to be resorted to. In their place 
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the Turkish Government has substituted Bedouin Patrols, stationed here 

and there at stated distances, to protect travellers on the beaten track, or 

roads, as they are often wrongly termed. They are so placed as to be 

able to see from one patrol to the other. Thus it would not be wise to 

take “short cuts,” as you and I did when we went down to Jericho 

(especially with that Birmingham overcoat which came out so well in 

the photograph at En Shemish!). 

The proprietor of the inn is saving up enough money to get away to 

Europe with his wife and daughter. His two sons have already gone to 

avoid conscription, and dare not return for fear. To return to the 

dispensing of the military escort, the unwisdom and danger is seen 

from what has just happened on the high road from Jerusalem to Jaffa 

to the German and Austrian mail coaches. These had started as usual, 

each drawn by three horses, last Friday afternoon. There was a bright 

moon when the night fell, and when the coaches approached the village 

of Sarafant shots were fired at both vehicles. The driver of the German 

mail whipped up his horses to a gallop and got clear away. One horse, 

however, was wounded and fell dead a quarter-of-a-mile further on, but 

the driver cut the traces and pursued his way with the other horses. The 

Austrian post (by which I send all my letters) was less lucky. The 

Kavass, that is the military and armed representative of the Consul, 

who was sitting beside the driver, was hit by four bullets and instantly 

killed; two horses fell, and the third was badly lamed. The driver 

sprang from his box and escaped in the darkness. A patrol of four 

gendarmes had, however, heard the firing, and came up when the 

brigands were going through the mail packets. The latter opened fire on 

the gendarmes, killed one of them, and managed to escape themselves, 

carrying a number of packets with them. 

The mail coaches will in future leave Jaffa and Jerusalem in the 

morning instead of in the evening, and will be accompanied by 

gendarmes on horseback. Not long since, a late hotel proprietor was 

waylaid, robbed, and his body impaled on a tree. I did not know of 

these unsettling incidents or would probably have not been content with 

simply one man to drive us to Jericho and back. Just before reaching 

our destination we stopped at the Gorge and Brook Cherith, with its 

barren and precipitous cliffs and so-called Monastery of Elijah, built 

into the side of the mountain, where it is said God told him: “Get thee 

hence, and turn thee eastward by the brook Cherith that is before 

Jordan,” and where he was miraculously fed by the ravens (1 Kings 

17:2–6). It is now called the Wady Kelt. I climbed down into the 

supposed stoning place in the valley of Achor, where Achan and 

company were put to death for what they did at the taking of Ai (Josh. 
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7:21–26). We also visited the fountain named after Elisha on account of 

his healing its unsavoury water (2 Kings 2:19–26). 

Jericho is now but a miserable village with scarcely a substantial 

ruin to mark its whereabouts—very different place to what the two 

spies saw (Josh. 2:1). Herewith is one of the pictures I took from our 

bedroom window. 

Apparently the curse mentioned in Joshua 6:26 still rests upon the 

place. Ah, what tales it could tell! Somewhere near here was the fertile 

plain chosen by Lot (Gen. 13:11). Of course, when I say “here” I mean 

the whole district, including Gilgal, the plains of Jordan, and the 

neighbourhood of the Dead Sea. Here Jacob crossed and re-crossed the 

river (Gen. 32:10); and here the children of Israel crossed (Josh. 4:18) 

and kept the Passover for the first time in the Land of Promise (Josh. 

5:10). Not far away the wily Gibeon ambassadors deceived Joshua with 

their plausible tales, and worn-out shoes and stale bread (Josh. 9:3–6). 

Here, too, Samuel anointed Saul as King (1 Sam. 10:8) (Is not this the 

“Gilgal” in Ephraim? It is rather difficult to decide with certainty, but 

the journey of Elijah and Elisha—2 Kings 2, “Gilgal, Bethel, Jericho, 

Jordan”—seems to point to the Ephraimite “Gilgal.”—ED., C.), and 

later on slew King Agag (1 Sam. 10:33). Here David mourned for 

Absalom (2 Sam. 19:15), and Elijah and Elisha both lived (2 Kings 

2:1). Both those prophets here divided the river (2 Kings 2:8, 14), and 

the latter prophet caused iron to swim (2 Kings 6:2–7). Why, even the 

sky overhead here had an interest for us Biblical students, for just here 

Elijah was taken up into heaven in the presence of Elisha and fifty of 

the sons of the prophets (2 Kings 2:8) who had a school here (2 Kings 

4:38). Later on it became a very idolatrous place (Hos. 4:15; 9:15; 

12:11), where God’s people “multiplied transgressions” (Amos 4:4; 

5:5). 

Not less interesting are the New Testament associations, for it was 

here that Christ was baptised by John (Mark 1:9). Here he cured 

Bartimaeus of his blindness (Mark 10:46), and here, too, he was the 

guest of little Zacchaeus, the publican (Luke 19:1–10). Close by is the 

“Quarantania,” the imposing and precipitous mountain that is claimed 

to be the scene of Christ’s temptation (Matt. 4:8, etc.). 

Having partaken of a lunch which was not worth a tenth of its cost, 

we set out for the Jordan. No, it and its surroundings have not altered a 

wee bit. There grow the same old familiar trees on which the bathing 

pilgrims hang their clothes; there is that same old boat and Arab 

attendant. And one could almost aver that there are the same old 

Russian and Greek Pilgrims dipping themselves in the waters they 
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believe to possess such beneficial properties spiritually, men and 

women all bathing from the same spot, the removal of such garments as 

they possess being accomplished with childlike simplicity. 

Not quite relishing the company, I bargained for the boat and Arab 

and made for midstream, leaving my beloved with the interesting 

company on shore. I must confess I felt rather lonely diving into the 

rushing river, remembering that when I last did so you joined me in the 

swim. The Arab was quite frightened, for he was preparing a rope for 

my use. The tide was swifter than anticipated, for the Jordan was 

evidently in “flow” (Jer. 12:5, etc.). I had to make for the bank, and 

clutching hold of an overhanging branch wait the arrival of the boat, 

otherwise I should have been carried away to the Dead Sea some miles 

further down. After bottling some of the water, we re-entered our 

conveyance and made for the Dead Sea. Oh, the journey! Fortunately 

the weather had been fine and dry, so we were spared the wet slime pits 

which you remember prevented us getting there 11 years ago. Genesis 

14, and in particular verse 10 came to my mind. And the awfulness of 

that sea: The “Salt Sea” (Gen. 14:3); the “Sea of the Plain” (Deut. 

3:17); the “East Sea” (Joel 2:20); the “Former Sea” (Zech. 14:8); or the 

“Dead Sea” as it was called by the Greeks. In the Talmud it is called 

the “Sea of Sodom.” 

Beside ourselves and a native in a solitary hut not a human being 

visible. Forty-six miles of lifeless water, bounded by high and 

precipitous mountains. Leaving my two companions in charge of my 

dragoman-driver, I strolled some distance along the north-west end of 

the sea, only the ripple of which, caused by the wind, broke the awful 

deathly silence. It is indescribable. I soon disrobed, and, plunging into 

the water, swam out about a quarter of a mile or so. The after-effects 

were not pleasant by any means, for the intense saltness soon 

introduced itself to the excoriations resultant from donkey riding, etc. 

After a photo or two we returned to our hotel at Jericho, which we 

reached after about two hours’ hard riding, and discovered we were the 

only visitors. The dinner was served to we three in a dining room that 

would have held 200. The meal was worse than the lunch, so bad I had 

to beg for some bread and cheese to stay our hunger. We retired to bed 

at half-past seven, ordering our horses to be ready by six in the morning 

for the return journey. Oh, this hotel! the yelling of the jackals, the 

barking of the Bedouins’ dogs and the braying of donkeys! There is an 

encampment of Bedouins not a hundred yards away, with scores of 

villainous-looking individuals hanging about armed with guns, daggers, 

and clubs. 
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But I must close for the night and get into bed, and try and sleep if 

the yelping animals will let me. Evidently they have not prevented my 

partner going soundly off; why should they me? I should like to open 

the window, but dare not, for the bats are continually flying against the 

glass—horrible creatures.— 

Affectionately yours as ever, Bro. FRANK G. JANNAWAY 1912 

 

Thoughts  Gleaned By The Way 
By a Wayfarer 

“Seek ye the Lord while he may be found; call ye upon Him while 

He is near. Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 

thoughts; and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy 

upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” 

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 

ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so 

are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your 

thoughts.” 

“For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and 

returneth not hither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth 

and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater; SO 

SHALL MY WORD BE that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not 

return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it 

shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it” (Isa. 55:6-12). 

These are solemn words – words of life to all who heed them;-for 

they contain a lesson rarely recognized by sinful man -.that his ways 

and his thoughts are of no value so far as eternal salvation is concerned, 

that all the inventions of men in attempting tofind his own way of 

salvation are vain. As we read in Prov. 14:12, 

“There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof 

are the ways of death.” 

  We also learn that, in the Divine plan of human redemption, God 

has a definite purpose - a perfectly ordered plan which will be 

accomplished exactly as God has planned it. He will not change His 

plan to conform to human notions and the wishes of the sinner, but the 

sinner must forsake his thoughts and his ways, and conform his 

thoughts, his life and character to the Divine plan and purpose. The too 

common notion that God will accept any one who is sincere in 

whatever he may think or do, is not only contrary to the Word of God - 

it is fatal to anyone’s hope of salvation. 
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   Now, the primary purpose of the Divine plan of redemption - the 

reason why God is taking out from among the fallen race of Adam a 

people for His Name, is that God might be-glorified in them. We read 

of this in Eph. 1:9-12. 

“Having made known unto us the mystery of His will, according to 

his good pleasure, which he hath purposed in himself; that in the 

dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather in one all things in 

Christ…in whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being 

predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things 

after the counsel of his own will, that we should be to the praise of His  

glory...” 

   If man could design and work out his salvation according to his 

own ideas, then man not God, would be glorified thereby. God has 

eliminated all human glory from the Divine plan of redemption. It was 

for this purpose that God chose not the wise, the rich, the noble of the 

world, but the weak, the humble and the poor. 

“And base things of the world, and things which are despised (that 

is: things considered base and are despised by the world), that NO 

FLESH SHOULD GLORY IN HIS PRESENCE.” 

   Thus we see that the Divine plan of human redemption has as its 

purpose something far greater and grander than the salvation of 

unworthy sinners who deserve to die. 

   “All have sinned and come short of the glory of God. None 

deserve or merit salvation, except the Son of God. All who are saved 

will be saved by the grace (or favor) of God. As Paul says, 

Not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.” 

And God will save them - not because of their own righteousness, 

but because of HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, which He confers upon them 

because of the child-like belief in, and acceptance of, His Word, and 

obedience to His commands. 

   The pleasing sophistry which would have dying men and women 

believe that all they need to do in order to be saved is to lead fairly 

good moral lives, according to whatever standards may seem best to 

them, is an insult to the God of heaven; for it is contrary to all that He 

has ever revealed concerning His plan of redemption. Therefore it will 

condemn all who place their trust in such nonsense. 

God has appointed the way that man must worship Him, and He has 

given to man NO RIGHT NOR PRIVILEGE to worship Him any other 

way. All man-made forms of worship - all doctrines of men - are not 
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only worthless so far as eternal salvation is concerned, but abominable 

in the sight of God. For said the Son of God: 

“In vain do ye worship me, teaching for doctrine the 

commandments of men.” 

On the other hand, Paul tells us in Romans 4:3, that— 

“Abraham believed God, and it (his belief) was counted to him for 

righteousness.” 

The Apostle in this same chapter tells us that all who walk in the 

steps of that Abrahamic faith, believe the things which Abraham 

believed with a strong faith like Abraham had, will inherit with 

Abraham, the things which God has promised to, them who do believe 

and obey His Word. 

   To deny God’s Word is to call Him a liar. To treat His word with 

indifference IS TO DISHONOR HIM; for He has magnified that word 

above all His Name (Psa. 138:2; Heb. 2:3). 

   Getting back to the words of God in Isa. 55, where’ He says, 

“So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth; it shall not 

return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please:” 

It matters not whether any man, or any number of men, like God’s 

way or not. It will not affect its accomplishment in any way. But it will 

have EVERYTHING to do with whether or not they have a part or 

inheritance in that purpose. 

Men and women of Adam’s race are saved, as Paul says in Eph. 

3:11, 

“according to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.” 

And, as he says in Romans 8:28— 

“And we know that all things work together for good to them that 

love God, to them who are called ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE.” 

Some may say, 

“I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 

Others may say, 

“I accept Christ as my personal Saviour.” 

Others may recite the stereotyped rituals of the catechisms. But such 

is mere lip service unless accompanied with a faith based upon what 
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God has testified concerning HIS PURPOSE IN CHRIST JESUS; a 

purpose founded in the promises made of God unto the fathers of Israel, 

that purpose into which Abraham believed, and which God counted 

unto him for righteousness. Paul tells us in Gal. 3:6, that the Gospel 

was preached to Abraham when these promises were made to him. The 

same inspired Apostle tells us in Romans 1:16 that this Gospel is the 

POWER OF GOD UNTO SALVATION to everyone that believes it. 

   So the seeker after salvation, in order to become united with 

God’s eternal purpose - the Divine plan of the ages - MUST 

CONFORM to the way provided of God; not to some way of his own 

choosing, though it might seem plausible and convincing to the mind of 

natural man. 

“Ho every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath 

no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk 

without money and without price. Wherefore do ye spend money for 

that which is not bread? And your labour for that which satisfieth not? 

...Incline your ear, and come unto ME...”             —Bro. O. Beauchamp 

 
The Evidence for the Authenticity of Daniel 

THERE are many fulfilled prophecies in the Bible, but none of 
them is so circumstantial in detail or has received such an undeniable 
fulfillment in the actual events of a long past history as the prophecy 
contained in the first 39 vs. of ch.11. The fulfillment is so remarkable 
that unbelievers can do nothing with it but assert that the prophecy of 
Daniel is a forgery, written after the events were accomplished.  

But this assertion is contrary to explicit evidence. Those who wish 
Daniel to be untrue, or who cannot distinguish between assertion and 
proof, are easily enough carried away with it. But there is nothing to it. 
The evidence is overpowering.  

Ch.11 describes the wars and intrigues of the Greek monarchs of 
Syria and Egypt (so far as they bore on the Holy Land), from the 3rd 
year of Cyrus down to the absorption of Syria by the Roman Empire. 
The evidence for Daniel is—  

1. Jesus mentions the book as the work of Daniel, and describes 
Daniel as a prophet, and refers to it in a way that assumes the disciples 
were familiar with it as a current and true writing: “When ye see the 
abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel the prophet (whoso 
readeth, etc.)”—Matt. 24:15.  

This, of itself, is decisive with those who believe in Jesus.  

2. The book of Daniel was received by the Jews in general in the 
time of Christ as a prophecy written in Babylon by a captive of that 
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name. The testimony of Josephus is decisive as to this. If the Jews in 
general received it as the writing of Daniel produced in Babylon, it is 
proof that it was so, for they knew that they were the custodians of the 
Scriptures. They carefully excluded the apocryphal writings (as 
Maccabees, Esdras, etc.), and if Daniel had been a spurious writing of 
the Maccabean age, it would have been known and rejected as such.  

3. The first book of Maccabees uses the prophecy of Daniel as a 

well-known and recognized prophetical book. And it describes the 

sufferings of Israel during the Maccabean period as the greatest since 

‘the time that no prophet appeared among them’—recognizing the 

Maccabean period as one where there was no prophet.  

4. The dissensions between Pharisees and Sadducees sprang up 

during the Maccabean age, and were a guarantee against either party 

successfully introducing any new book as part of Scripture. Both 

recognized Daniel, which is proof that Daniel had been known to them 

both from the time of the captivity.  

5. In a speech before his death (recorded in I Maccabees). 

Mattathias, father of Judas Maccabeus, in recounting examples of 

faithfulness to the law of God, refers to the book of Daniel thus: 

“Ananias, Azarias and Misael [Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego], 

believing, were saved from the flame. Daniel, in his simplicity, was 

delivered from the mouth of the lions” (2:59).  

6. The book of Daniel was not only received at the time of the 

Maccabees by the Jews that returned from Babylon, but by the 

community of Jews that remained behind in that city. This is proof that 

it could not have been written by a spurious author in either country. 

For if first published spuriously in Babylon, it would have been 

rejected by the Jewish community there, who knew the facts connected 

with Daniel. And if published at Jerusalem, the opposition of the Jews 

of Babylon would have been still stronger. There is an example of how 

the book would have been treated in the case of the apocryphal book of 

Baruch. This was professedly written by the companion of Jeremiah, 

but it was rejected as a forgery at the time of its introduction, and was 

never afterwards received as genuine by the Jews.  

7. The book of Ezekiel (written during the Babylonian captivity) 

recognizes Daniel as the name of a person well-known and eminent 

among the Jews—“Though these three men—Noah, Daniel, and Job 

were in the land, they should deliver but their own souls by their 

righteousness” (Eze. 14:14, 20).   

So also Eze. 27:3 —“Behold, thou art wiser than Daniel.” 
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There is no trace in Ezekiel’s age of any Daniel but the Daniel of 

the captivity. And a Daniel comparable with Noah and Job must have 

been known to all the Jews before he could thus be spoken of. The 

book of Daniel was received by the body of Jews as the work of the 

Daniel mentioned by Ezekiel. Placed as they were, they must have 

known whether it was his work or not.  

8. The book of Daniel appears in the Septuagint, which (whatever 

obscurity rests on the origin of this version) was demonstrably 

commenced BC 285, and when completed was received by all the Jews 

in Jerusalem and Alexandria. Although there are imperfections in the 

Septuagint, the occurrence of Daniel in it (even in a mutilated form) is 

proof that Daniel was recognized as part of Scripture long before the 

time of the Maccabees. The very defects of the Greek version of Daniel 

prove its antiquity, for had Daniel been a product of the Maccabean 

age, its real character could not have been so soon forgotten.  

9. Josephus, writing in the first century, records (in ‘Apion against 

the Jews,’ bk. 11, sec. 1-8), that Jaddua, the High Priest in the lifetime 

of Alexander the Great, showed him the prophecy of Daniel which 

foretold his overthrow of Persia. Even if it could be proved that this 

statement of Josephus was historically doubtful (of which there is not 

the least evidence), the writing of the statement by Josephus is proof 

that in the first century the Jews believed the book of Daniel existed in 

the days of Alexander. This belief, placed as they were, amounts to 

proof, for the days of Alexander were only a little over 300 years 

earlier. And if the book of Daniel was shown to Alexander by the high 

priest, then is the genuineness of Daniel proved, for there was an 

unbroken succession of Biblically-recognized high priests down to 

Jaddua (Neh. 12:22). The reception of a spurious Daniel by the official 

high priest of the nation to whom ‘was committed the Oracles of God’ 

is an impossibility.  

Christ received Daniel: that is enough. The arguments against 

Daniel are of the slimmest character—  

1. The author of Ecclesiasticus, enumerating the great men of 

Scripture, does not mention Daniel: therefore Daniel was not in the 

Scriptures as known to that author (Jesus, son of Sirach).  

This argument might be of some weight if he had been giving a list 

of the books of Scripture. As he merely recounts the famous men, the 

omission of Daniel may have been the mere act of forgetfulness or 

literary fatigue, or sense of superfluity, like Paul, who, enumerating 

Bible instances of faith, says time would fail to tell all (Heb. 11:32). If 

it be insisted on as a proof against Daniel, then it is a proof against 
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Ezra, for the same author is silent as to Ezra. But the opponents have 

nothing to say against the historical reality of Ezra. On the contrary, 

they build greatly on Ezra, and attribute much of the authorship of 

Moses to him. This is proof that they do not really think the silence of 

the son of Sirach is evidence against Daniel. Besides, the son of Sirach, 

if he does not mention Daniel, mentions Ezekiel, and so is bound to 

admit Daniel—for Ezekiel mentions Daniel, and Ezekiel was inspired, 

which it is admitted the son of Sirach was not.  

2. Daniel, in the Hebrew Bible, is not placed among the prophets, 

but in that section which commences with Psalms and ends with 

Chronicles.  

What then? The enemy thinks it shows that Daniel was a book of 

whose authority they were in doubt. How can this be made out? Who 

knows on what principle the holy writings were arranged? It is the 

nature of each writing by itself that is the important consideration. As 

for Daniel, it is settled by Christ’s estimate of it, even if there were not 

the other powerful considerations already noticed.  

3. The miracles recorded in Daniel are considered evidence it is 

apocryphal.  

If there is any weight in this, it would be an argument against 

Christ and against Moses, and against any Bible at all. But there is no 

weight in it. The miracles in Daniel are very different from the childish 

Jewish fables and legends to which Paul deprecatingly refers. They are 

dignified and reasonable and congruous to the situation of which they 

form a part. They are on a par in this respect with the miracles of 

Moses and Christ, which are guaranteed to us by testimony which 

cannot be set aside.  

4. The book is said to contain historical errors and contradictions 

that could only have been fallen into by a late writer.   

This is attempted to be proved by ancient histories of Babylon that 

do not agree among themselves. When the instances are examined in 

detail, they all disappear one by one. This is not the place to enter upon 

the process. Let the single case of Herodotus suffice. He does not 

mention Nebuchadnezzar, though he obtained his information on a 

personal visit to Babylon. Therefore, it was argued, Daniel must be 

wrong, who assigns such a prominent place to Nebuchadnezzar in his 

history. But the discovery of Babylon in our day, with public buildings 

bearing his name, has proved Daniel right and Herodotus wrong*. This 

is a fair illustration of the emptiness of the argument which would set 
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up the mere silence of ancient history by profane writers against the 

Bible.  

5. Daniel contains Greek names for some of the musical 

instruments used at the worship of the golden image.  

What then? It proves, says the enemy, that Daniel was written after 

the establishment of the Greek Empire. How so? If there had been no 

Greeks and no instruments before the Greek Empire, there might have 

been some force in the objection. But in point of fact, the Greeks were 

not only the sculptors, but the instrumentalists, of the world—long 

before they came to political power.  

6. The Hebrew of Daniel is not so pure as the Hebrew of Isaiah.  

What of that? It would be imagined that this is rather a proof of 

genuineness of a book written in Babylon, than evidence against it. A 

Hebrew mixing with Chaldeans and daily speaking the Chaldean 

language would be liable to have his Hebrew a little corrupted. 

             —

’Daniel’ booklet, published July, 1897  

*The same is true of Belshazzar—a name known only from Daniel 

for the past 2000 years or so; and a very mighty point with the noisy 

critics till archeology silenced them (on this point: they are never of 

course to be silenced in their foolishness), and revealed Belshazzar as a 

historical character just where and when he should be, plus other 

questioned Babylonian facts.  

THE argument from the acceptance of the whole Jewish nation is 

very strong—both naturally and providentially. If there was one quality 

the Jews did have, it was reverence—even to the point of superstition—for 

the Scriptures: taking every extreme precaution to preserve them in their 

integrity. They knew they were custodians of the Word of God. It is 

impossible that a 400-year later (and therefore obvious) forgery could 

have been added to the Scriptures they so jealously preserved. And, 

providentially, we know God was guiding them in the choice: this is self-

evident, if we believe God was in it at all.  

Actually, the marvelous Messianic prophecy of Dan. 9:24-27—so 

wonderfully and beautifully and terribly fulfilled just at the appointed 

time in the climactic events of the Crucifixion, and of the destruction of 

Jerusalem and the Temple that followed—is sufficient in itself to establish 

the divine inspiration of the book of Daniel, as is lsa. 53 of the inspiration 

of the book of Isaiah. He that hath eyes to see, let him see. Most prefer to 

be willfully blind.                                                              —Bro. GV Growcott 
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Scripture quotes and Bro. Roberts’ Comments No. 9 

Scripture quote: — 

“I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot; I would thou wert 
cold or hot.”—Revelation 3: 15. 

Brother Roberts said, “Some wonder why Jesus should wish anyone to 
be cold. We find the explanation in the fact that, as a matter of 
temperature, cold or heat are acceptable in food, while a middle state is 
unpleasing. As cold water to thirst, or warm food to the hungry, so 
should the saints be to Christ. In some form or other, they should 
minister to his pleasure.” 

(“The Day of the Lord” “Seasons of Comfort” Volume 1, page 147.) 

Scripture quote: — 

“Anoint thine eyes with eye-salve that thou mayest see.”—Revelation 
3: 18. 

Brother Roberts said, “That is, to correct the mental perceptions in such 
a way as to see all things in the light in which Christ regards them.” 

(“The Day of the Lord” “Seasons of Comfort” Volume 1, page 148.) 

Scripture quote: — 

“Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our 
learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might 
have hope.”—Romans 15: 4. 

Brother Roberts said, “Let us, then, in obedience to the invitation of the 
Spirit, read what has been written that we may acquire that faith 
which cometh by hearing, and which, in its exercise, is likened to gold 
tried in the fire. This reading to be effective must be constant.” 

(“The Day of the Lord” “Seasons of Comfort” Volume 1, page 149.) 

Scripture quote: — 

“We ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have 
heard, lest at any time we should let them slip.”—Hebrews 2: 1. 

Brother Roberts said, “Many fail to attend to the things in this earnest 
way; they lay hold of the kingdom of God, but, at the same time, keep 
hold of twenty other things. They devote their best faculties and their 
principal time to the promotion of objects unconnected with Christ 
entirely, and which are not even necessary for them in the provision of 
their livelihood.” 

(“Present Suffering” “Seasons of Comfort” Volume 1, page 160.) 
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 The Subugation Of Tarshish 

AT his return, the Lord Jesus finds a remnant of his countrymen in 

Jerusalem and Judea—a ‘third part’ only (Zech. 13:8) of those in the 

land before the invasion: so reduced is their number by the war. This 

third part, however, constitutes the subject nucleus of the Kingdom, 

which afterwards becomes a ‘great mountain’ and ‘fills the whole 

earth’ (Dan. 2:35). It is a third part which will have been ‘brought 

through the fire’ (Zech. 13:9), and referred to by Isaiah as ‘those that 

escape of them’. Of these, says Yahweh, He will send messengers to 

Tarshish and the nations, to Greece and the coasts that are afar off, that 

have not heard His fame nor seen His glory—  

“And they shall declare it among the Gentiles” (Isa. 66:19). 

The Tarshish fleet being dispersed and broken by storm (Ps.48:7), 

the surviving land forces of the Lion-Power in Palestine have no 

alternative but retreat or surrender. All knowledge of events must, 

therefore be communicated westward by the messengers of the 

Conqueror. When they arrive at ‘the isles,’ or coasts, and at Tarshish, 

the Lion-Power of Britain will answer them with words of peace. The 

then recent breaking of their Mediterranean ships by the east wind, in 

obedience to the will of the Stone of Israel, will certainly convince the 

‘young lions’ of the State the impossibility of a maritime power 

contending successfully against One whom the winds and sea obey.  

The very nature of the case is sufficient to prove to the reader that 

however hostile Britain and the other maritime States may be to the 

King of the Jews, not a single hostile vessel could leave their ports. The 

wind and raging of the sea would be too furious. What, then, must be 

the necessary position of the maritime powers of the world on hearing 

of the fame of Jesus, and his demands on them through his 

ambassadors? The only answer that can be given is: They shall obey 

him. This conclusion is confirmed by the words of Isa. 60:9—  

“Surely coasts shall obey him, and the ships of Tarshish among the 

first.” 

Thus, then, it is that the Lion-Power—rendered powerless for evil 

on the coasts of Palestine by the dispersion of its fleet, and confined to 

its ports by ‘the winds’ which become ‘his messengers’(Psa.104:3-4)—

finds no alternative but to place itself at the disposal of the King of the 

Jews, and to become his naval arm in the restoration of Israel, and the 

prosecution of the war upon—  
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“The Beast, False Prophet, and kings of the earth, and their armies” 

—all of which will refuse obedience to his will (Rev. 19:19).  

Peace being granted, then, to the Lion-Power of Sheba, Dedan and 

Tarshish, and to certain other maritime States, styled ‘coasts,’ they will 

blockade the hostile countries which refuse to let Israel go. And thus 

policing the seas against the King’s enemies, they proceed to convey 

his subjects from the ‘coasts afar off’ to the ‘place of the Name of 

Yahweh of armies, Mt. Zion’ (Isa. 18:7). Thus saith Isaiah—  

“The ships of Tarshish among the first, shall obey him, to bring thy 

sons, O Zion, from afar, their silver and their gold with them, to the 

Name of the Lord thy God, and to the Holy One of Israel, because He 

hath glorified thee” (Isa. 60:9).  

And besides this service (Psa. 72:10-15)—  

“Kings of Tarshish and of the coasts shall bring presents: kings of 

Sheba shall offer gifts . . . And the gold of Sheba shall be given to 

him.”  

Gold is the last thing governments deliver over to one another. All 

their financial policy is to keep the gold in their respective countries. 

The fact, therefore, of Tarshish and Sheba (which we have seen are 

subject to the same Lion-Power) giving up their gold to the Son of 

David as a gift, is proof of his acknowledged ascendancy in the 

countries pertaining to that dominion. His imperial sovereignty there 

being admitted, it is manifest that all things pertaining to the 

government of the British Empire will be at the absolute disposal of 

‘Jesus, the King of the Jews.’  

Now, it is not to be supposed that—this being the case—the King of 

Israel will permit the government of that dominion to remain in the 

hands of the reigning family, and of those hereditary and representative 

legislators and officials who at present constitute its ‘young lions.’ It 

will certainly be taken from them, & transferred to the personal friends 

of His Majesty, the Holy One of Israel.  

At present the British Empire has but one Chief, that is styled King 

or Queen, who is head of both Church and State. From this person all 

glory, honour and power proceed; and in whose name also all civil and 

ecclesiastical affairs are administered, and the souls of the people 

professedly ‘cured’!  

The intelligent believer of the Gospel of the Kingdom will at once 

perceive that there will be no place for such a King or Queen in the 
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Empire whose peoples have come to the acknowledgement of the 

imperial sovereignty of Yahweh’s King. Hence the Royal Family of 

England must be dethroned; and all its ‘lords spiritual and temporal’ be 

ejected from their present rank, dignity, place and power.  

Their fate may be more tolerable than that of the ‘kings of the earth’ 

and their adherents ‘who make war upon the Lamb’ (Rev.17:12-14). 

For these latter, who will ‘not have him to reign over them’ will be 

slain before his face (Luke 19:27); but the others, who prudently 

surrender at discretion, shall be conveyed to Jerusalem & see the glory 

of him who shall have superseded them in administering their Empire.  

Thus, if the present Queen of England become contemporary with 

these events, she will have the opportunity of bowing the knee—as a 

former Queen of Sheba did to a King of Israel—to the ‘greater than 

Solomon.’ When she arrives before the divine majesty of Israel’s King, 

what an insignificant thing her ‘British Majesty’ will appear, even in 

her own eyes! Surely there will then remain ‘no more spirit in her,’ and 

she will confess that ‘it was a true report’ she had heard in her own land 

of his acts and of his wisdom, but that she believed not their words till 

she came, and her own eyes had seen it; and that one half of the 

greatness of his wisdom had not been told her (1 Kings 10:5-7). She 

may then truly say (vs. 8-9)—  

“Happy are thy men, and happy are these thy servants which stand 

continually before thee and hear thy wisdom. Blessed be Yahweh thy 

God, Who delighted in thee to set thee on His throne, to be King for 

Yahweh thy God.  

“Because God loved Israel to establish them FOR EVER, therefore 

hath He made thee King over them, to do judgment and justice.”  

What a joyous sight it will be to the men who encompass Israel’s 

King, to behold the proud queen, nobles and bishops of England 

bowing the knee and making confession of their own worthlessness, 

and the blessedness of those in whose presence they are humbled. Such 

a sight as this will abundantly repay them for all they may have 

suffered of neglect, hardship & contempt at their ungodly hands.  

Bribery and corruption, royal extravagance and pauperism, Gentile 

legislation and injustice, episcopal and priestly blasphemy and 

hypocrisy will then have an end in Britain and its dependencies. And 

the reason of all this is because ‘the kingdoms of this world’ will then 

have ‘become the kingdoms of Yahweh and of the Christ’ who will 

‘reign in righteousness’ and appoint ‘princes who shall rule in 

judgment’ (Rev. 11:15; Isa. 32:1).              —Herald, April, 1858.  
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Hints For Bible Markers 

I would like to beg the indulgence of the brotherhood this 
month, as this is truly not Bible marking per se. In the Christadelphian 
of 1883 I came across the journeys of brother Ashcroft in America. He 
had written a narrative to brother Roberts, which found its way into the 
magazine. I found this very interesting and wanted to share. It also 
shows things have not changed in the last 125 or so years. He does at 
the end of the quote, show how God will take the matter in hand when 
His son returns to reign on Earth. 

“One of the sights of Elmira is the State Prison, to which, along 
with three other brethren, I procured access as a free man, and was 
politely shown over the vast premises by an attendant. Here a great 
number of distinct manufactures are carried on by the prisoners, whose 
lot does not appear so dreadful as one would have supposed. True, they 
are kept hard at work, but the dietary scale is liberal, and they are so 
well cared for in other ways, that it is said to be no uncommon thing for 
a man to commit some petty larceny just before winter sets in, in order 
to ensure a comfortable housing for the cold weather. It is no 
exaggeration to say that American gaol-birds fare much better, and 
sleep in cleaner and more cheerful apartments than do thousands of the 
working classes in England. Their anxieties, in some cases, only begin 
when the term of their incarceration approaches its end. We noticed 
that many of the cells were decorated with pictures, and contained other 
accessories to comfort, which we were informed were the rewards of 
good behaviour. Sometimes a gang is told off for a day’s labour on a 
neighbouring farm, under cover of a warden’s rifle, whose aim is said 
to be wonderfully exact, the men chosen for this work of supervision 
being the pick of a class known as “sharp-shooters.” Woe to the rash 
man who attempts to defy the accuracy and promptitude of their fire! 
He bites the dust. 

Wondered for a moment what Christ will do with these results of 
Gentile legislation at his coming. “The Lord looseth the prisoners” 
(Psalms 146:7), but this must be his own prisoners—prisoners of hope 
at present immured in the pit where is no water. To loose the ordinary 
sort of prisoners would be a dangerous proceeding. To them rather a 
deeper prison with more company and of a sort little expecting such 
treatment. “The kings of the earth, upon the earth . . . they shall be 
gathered together as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and shall be shut 
up in the prison” (Is. 24:22). Is it not written, “He putteth away all the 
wicked of the earth like dross?” (Psalms 119:119), and again “He will 
give them that are wicked to the sword”? (Jer. 25:31). This is a solution 
of the criminal difficulty that would be a little startling to modern 
reformers, but which will be far more effectual than the state prison 
system.” 

  Continued next month should the Lord will                                                              bro. Beryl Snyder 




