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Ecclesial News 
LONDON, ON-Berean Christadelphian Hall, 166 Central Ave. (1 block 
west of Richmond St.)-S.S. and Eureka Class, 10 a.m.; Memorial 11 
a.m.; Public Lecture, 3rd Sun., 1 p.m.; Wed. Class: Daily Readings and 
Discussion, 7 p.m. (1st and 3rd Wed.)-bro. David Clubb, 42 Oneida 
Rd., London, Ontario, Canada N5V 2X1; (519) 451-4063; Fax: (519) 451
9627. Email: kdclubb@rogers.com 
FRATERNAL greetings in the Truth to the Household of Faith. 

It is with much sadness that we report the falling alseep in 
Christ on April 9, 2015, of sis. Evelyn Pridham of our ecclesia. 
She had been in the Truth well over 60 years and was in her 
91st year. As sad as it is we do not sorrow as do others who 
have no hope. We know that our sister's sleep is only tempo
rary, and then she shall be called forth to face her Master, 
J esus the Anointed One, to give an account. We pray that she 
and all of us will be found acceptable in that day. Bro. David 
Gwalchmai took care of the service, presenting the long-held 
beliefs of sis. Pridham. 

Mixed with our sorrow has been the joy of holding our 102nd 
annual Sunday School Program, on Sunday, April 5, 2015. The 
day began with the weekly Memorial Service as we are com
manded to do until our Master appears to set up His Father's 
Kingdom on earth. Refreshed by the spiritual benefit of our 
assembling together, we had a small lunch before our Sunday 
School Program began. 

The Program opened with a hymn, Scripture reading, prayer 
and remarks by the Sunday School superintendent. Then the 
scholars were called upon to give their addresses, recitations, 
and some chosen hymns, in praise to our Father in Heaven. 
The day was of an encouraging nature as we saw the effort put 
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Studies and Thoughts BY BROTHER JOHN THOMAS 

THE HEAVENS AND THE SIGNS THEREOF (Cont'd) 
Peter took up the prophecy of Joel as the burden of his 

proclamation of "judgment to come" upon the State; and upon 
the "cursed children, who had forsaken the right way," and 
become again entangled in the pollutions of the world from 
which they had escaped in obeying the truth which he minis
tered to the circumcision. He urged upon them a then ap
proaching epoch of "wonders and signs," which should bring 
destruction upon them and their country "before that great 
and terrible day of the Lord," in which Joel foretold the re
demption of Israel, and the punishment of their oppressors. 
Nevertheless, he promised deliverance to all Jews who should 
call upon the name of the Lord; for at that time he knew noth
ing of the salvation of Gentiles in the great and terrible day. 

The "wonders" and "signs" of this Mosaic Epoch are some 
of them indicated by the Great Prophet in this message he 
delivered to the people. 

"There shall be great earthquakes in places, and famines, and 
pestilences, (as) portents; and great signs also ofheaven shall 
there be" (Luke 21:11). 

These portents were to occur before the encompassing of 
Jerusalem with armies, (which was the immediate sign of its 
approaching desolation), and the manifestation of the "great 
signs of heaven" (Luke 21:25). Immediately after the desola
tion of the city these signs would be visible; for then Jesus 
said-"The sun should be darkened, and the moon shall not 
give her light, and the stars shall fall from the heavens" (Mark 
13:24-25 ). 

These were the signs that indicated to the believers of that 
generation that Messiah the Prince, as Son of Man, though 
invisible, had come (see Matt. 10:23) with his armies, and taken 
vengeance upon his murderers , and burned up their city (Matt. 
22 :7). Thus, in "the tribulation of those days," which were 
"days of vengeance," when there was "great distress in the 
land, and wrath upon this people," as their prophets had fore
told, the words of Joel were germinantly fulfilled, and Zion's 
days of widowhood and mourning established. 

Haggai speaks of those days as well as of the days to come. 
"Thus saith the Lord: Yet once, it is a little while and I will 
shake the heavens and the earth, and the sea and the dry land;" 
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which signifies, as is explained in the next sentence, "And I 
will shake all the nations" (Hag. 2:6,7). 

The earnest of this is found in the overthrow of Judah by the 
Romans, five hundred and eighty years after Haggai proph
esied; the full measure when "the desires of all the nations 
shall come," and the Lord shall "overthrow the throne of king
doms (an imperial throne), and shall destroy the strength of 
the kingdoms of the nations;" and the anti-typical Zerubbabel 
shall be "as a signet," or ensign, in Jerusalem (Hag. 2:22,23). 

Paul quotes from this prediction, and points out its 
germinant fulfilment, by applying it to one particular system 
of things to which the Hebrew Christians, to whom he was 
writing, were politically related. Having reminded them that 
the Mosaic Economy under which they lived, had "waxed old 
and was ready to vanish away" (Heb. 8:13), he speaks of its 
removal after this wise

"He whose voice shook Sinai hath promised NOW, saying, 
Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also the heaven. 
And this word, yet once more, signifieth the removing ofthose 
things that may be shaken, as ofthings that have been fulfilled, 
that the things which cannot be shaken may remain. Wherefore 
we taking a kingdom (NOT having received) which cannot be 
shaken, let us, etc. "(Heb. 12:26-28). 

The heaven and the earth then shaken was one of "the heav
ens" spoken of by Haggai. Jehovah began with Judah's heaven 
and earth, and will end with those of all other nations. This is 
His order of judgment, as it is written by Paul-"Tribulation 
and anguish upon every soul ofman that doeth evil, ofthe Jew 
first, and also of the Gentile" (Rom. 2:9). The tribulation and 
anguish of the Jew is rapidly closing, while that of the Gentile 
has notably begun. 

In the Day of the Lord upon David's throne, Nebuchadnez
zar was His sword; in the Day of the Lord upon the murderers 
of His Son, the Romans were His sword; but in the Day of the 
Lord upon the Gentiles, Judah and Israel in the hand of the 
Son of David, will be His battle-axe and weapons of war to 
"destroy the strength of their kingdoms." 

The Day of the Lord upon His Son's murderers was "the 
Day ofGod " earnestly desired by the apostles and their breth
ren, who were suffering persecution at the hands of the Jewish 
power-a day, (di ain), through which their inflamed heavens 
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would be dissolved, and "pass away with a great noise." Peter 
says Paul spake of these things in all his epistles; that is, of the 
dissolution with judgment of "the heavens and earth which 
are now;" namely, those existing when Peter wrote, which, while 
I am writing, are no where to be found extant. 

3. "I will shake the heavens and the earth-I will shake all 
the nations; and the desires of all nations shall come, saith 
Jehovah;" and "the powers of the heavens shall be shaken," 
repeated the Lord Jesus. j,�

This was to accompany the in t oduction of the desires of all 
the nations. The shaking was to Irecede, and be contemporary 
with the coming Abrahamic b~es. mg , but did not attend Christ's 
birth, for he was born in a peri d of profound peace . The shak
ing at the destruction of Jer .a lern , nor any national convul
sions since did at all result i nis manifestation, or the com in g 
of any object of Gentile desi/.e. Hence, then, the prophecies of 
Haggai, Joel, and Jesus, 10 k to the future for their full termi
nal accomplishment, and .s Israel has no longer any heavens 
and earth to be shaken, ne shaking predicted must relate to 
other heavens, which c .1 therefore only be the heaven of the 
Gentiles. / 

The conclusion, tho/ 1, to which we are led is this : that in the 
Gentile world in its ljeavens and earth , will be displayed won
ders and signs, attraded with "blood and fire, and pillars of 
smoke," or bl~Odi and destructive war; and that their sun 
shall be turned i CO darkness , and their moon into blood, as 
Judah 's has be 1; that is , that its existing supreme secular 
sovereignty sh ,1 be set aside by the overshadowing of a new 
power, who~e engeance will be disastrous to the ecclesiastical 
orders ; and .ia t all this shall come to pass "before the great 
and the ter .ble rl ' .J of the Lord come. " 

Synchros ,-,cls with these "wonders" and "signs" is the period 
alluded to by the Lord Jesus in these words, saying

"And there shall be SIGNS in sun, and moon, and stars; and 
upon the earth distress ofnations in perplexity; the sea and the 
waves roaring; men 's hearts failing them for fear and anticipa
tion of the things coming upon the habitable; for the powers of 
the hea vens shall be shaken. And afterwards shall they (who 
pierced him-the Jews, then hereafter in Palestine) see the Son 
ofMan coming in cloud, with power and great glory" (Mat t . 
24; Luke 21; John 19). 
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This period is a time of great trouble , but not the greatest 
that will be . The coming of the Son of Man is th e end of one 
period, and the beginning of another. His appearing is the 
standing up of "Michael, the great Commander," who stands 
for Judah. Before this standing up there is a period of great 
trouble; but after the appearing is " the great and terrible day 
of the Lord," when "there shall be a time of trouble, such as 
never was since there was a nation to that same time" (Dan. 
12:1 ); it will also be "the time ofJacob 's trouble, but he shall be 
saved out of it " (Jer. 30:7); for "at that time Daniel's people 
shall be delivered . . . and many ofthem who sleep in the du st of 
the earth shall awake " (Dan. 12 :1,2). 

The nations have already entered the pre-adventual time of 
trouble , in which the "wonders" and "signs" in the sun, moon, 
and stars of the Gentile heavens, and " the blood , and fire , and 
pillars of smoke," upon the habitable, are being displayed to 
the eye of enlightened faith, for whose benefit they are alone 
revealed. The work is begun which Joel did foresee , as well as 
the apostle John. "The nations are angry;" but not yet so en
raged as they will be before "the wrath of the Lord God AI
mighty comes." 

"Secret diplomacy, " against which there is so much indigna
tion in Europe, is effectually at work upon "the kings of the 
earth and of the whole habitable;" and will not intermit its 
labours until it have involved them all in war, the crowning 
event of which will be the rushing of the roaring sea and 
waves-"the upwakened nations"-into the Valley of Je
hoshaphat, where they will be encountered and rolled back 
with terrible disaster by the mighty ones of God. 

4. The sun and the moon having been darkened, and the 
stars withdrawn their shining, Joel tells us that-"Jehovah 
also (the Lion of Judah) shall roar out ofZion, and utter his 
voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall 
shake" (J oel 3 :16). 

This is the Gentile heavens and earth; for the declaration is 
offset with the comforting assurance that, in the midst of this 
shaking, " the Lord will be the shelter of his people, and the 
strength of the children of Israel." He will not shake them, 
but "the powers of the heavens" that oppress them. "So," says 
Joel, that is , by the Lord uttering his voice from Jerusalem in 
the midst of this shaking of the nations-"So shall ye know 
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that I am the Lord your God DWELLING IN ZION, my holy 
mountain: THEN shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no 
foreigners (or Gentile powers) pass through her ANY MORE" 
(J oel 3:17) . 

5. The "throne of kingdoms " being overthrown, and the 
"strength of the kingdoms of the nations" destroyed, by this 
shaking of the Gentile heavens and earth, Israel shall eat in 
plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord their 
God that hath dealt thus wondrously in their deliverance. "And 
it shall corne to pass AFTERWARD," saith the Lord by Joel , 
" tha t I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh " (J oel 2:28). 

Ezekiel also testifies to the same thing as to occur after their 
deliverance. He declares that " the Lord will take them from 
among the nations, and gather them out of all countries, and 
will bring them unto their own land" (Ezek. 39), and "then" 
give them a new heart, and put a new spirit in them, and will 
take away the stony heart out of their flesh, and give them a 
heart of flesh : and continues-"I will PUT MY SPIRIT 
WITHIN YOu, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye 
shall keep myjudgments, and do them " (E ze. 36 :27). 

And in his prophecy of Gog's overthrow, he informs us that 
when this is accomplished, the promise of bringing again the 
captivity of Jacob, and the having mercy upon the whole house 
ofIsrael, will be carried into effect; and he concludes the pas
sage by saying-"Neither will I hide my face from them any 
more: FOR I HAVE POURED OUTMY SPIRIT upon the house 
ofIsrael , saith the Lord God" (Eze. 39 :29). 

The difference between this outpouring of the Spirit and 
that of Pentecost is , that the latter was only upon a few of 
Judah's Commonwealth who believed: wh ereas the former will 
be an outpouring upon the whole twelve tribes of Israel en
grafted into their own olive tree again. 

6. The thrones of the Gentiles being cast down by the shak
ing of their heavens and earth, their high ones on high pun
ished, Israel delivered, the whole nation engrafted and anointed, 
and the crucified King of the Jews in Zion upon his throne
the Gospel preached to Abraham will have become an accom
plished fact. The City of the Great King, "the Jerusalem that 
is exalted, and the mother of us all," will be holiness; and , 
saith Joel-"Judah shall dwell for ever, and Jerusalem from 
generation to generation. For I will cleanse their blood that I 
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have not cleansed; even I, the I SHALL BE dwelling in Zion" 
(J oel 3:20, 21 ). 

In conclusion , this ar ticle will have illustrated the scriptural 
import of the symbolic style of speech to some exten t, igno
rance of which has led to most of the absurdities of not a few of 
the "or thodox" interpretations of the sure prophetic word. The 
well-intentioned people who hold on to these fatal errors ought 
to know that the Bible is not a revelation of geological and 
meteorological phenomena; and that God 's signs are not in the 
atmosphere, or in astronomical appearances. To take cogni
sance of these as indications of the fate of nations and other 
kingdoms, and of the appearing of the Lord of Glory, is a relic 
of that paganism which has been transmitted to our genera
tion by the Romano-Babylonish Mother of all the abomina
tions of Anti-Christendom. 

The idolatrous Greeks and Romans used to prognosticate 
human calamities by the flights of birds, eclipses, comets, 
atmospherical darkenings, and so forth , to the dismay of all 
that believed in them. But these are not God's signs. He says 
concerning them-"Learn not the way ofthe nations, and be not 
dismayed AT THE SIGNS OF THE HEAVENS; for the nations 
are dismayed at them; for the cus toms of the peoples are vain" 
(Jer. 10:2). 

The darkened state of the New England atmosphere in 1780, 
the falling of meteoric stones which is limited to neither time 
nor place, the star-like pyrotechnics of November 1833; Au
rora Borealis, the redness of the sun in a fog, and other phe
nomena of a like character, are all referable to specific electri
cal conditions of the earth and air. And besides, God's signs are 
not in the heavens of the New World, physical or political. 

His signs are in the Heavens of the Habitable-the political 
heavens of Daniel's Fourth Beast, whose dominion does not shine 
over the American Continent. Signs in these republican heav
ens would not indicate the fall of kingdoms beyond the Atlan
tic, and the Lord's appearing in Jerusalem; they would only 
indicate something to happen in relation to the political consti
tution of these States". 
FOOTNO TE: "B ro . Thomas wo uld be familiar with the above ill ustrations of 
natural phenomena of the 18th and 19th centuries . He app ear s to be scriptur
ally an swering th e m isapplica tio n ofth ese to Chr ist '8 an d th e propheti c decla
rations about th e ti me of th e end . 

The signs of God are in the heavens to be affected by the 
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events they signify or represent; and there is no sign ever in these 
which he has not previously declared to be such, and the signifi
cation ofwhich he hath not also revealed. As we have seen, the 
subjects discoursed of show that the luminaries to be dark
ened are the sun, moon, and stars of a particular system of 
nations, connected with Jehovah's people Israel, and that, too, 
for a long series of ages; not for a few fleeting hours in Yankee
dom, to the inconvenience of its industrious artisans! 

Alas! how the people are deceived by the ignorance that is 
in them concerning the purpose of God. Not knowing his re
vealed purpose, they understand not the signs he has commu
nicated "to his servants," indicative of its approaching fulfil
ment. This comes of not knowing the Gospel of the Kingdom 
"which he has promised afore by his prophets in their Holy 
Writings;" and so long as they put this from them and refuse 
to be instructed as babes, they will continue to perpetuate the 
most eccentric foolishness, which will ever and anon expose 
them to the pity due to those who are bewitched, and grope 
for the wall in darkness visible, crying out, "I see, I see!" 

The truth is, that the signs of the New Testament can only 
be understood by reference to the prophets, and an historical 
acquaintance with the past. The meaning of the term "the 
Times of the Gentiles" must be sought for in Daniel, to which 
it refers. Ignorance of these disqualifies a person for discern
ing the signs of their approaching conclusion. In like manner, 
the meaning of the signs in the sun, and moon, and stars, men
tioned by the Lord Jesus, his apostles, and in the Apocalypse, 
must be sought for in the writings of Moses and the proph
ets.-Herald 1855 

Voyage To Australia And New Zealand 
And Other Lands 

(Continued) 

Monday, August 3, 1896-0n Monday, there was what was 
called a "social meeting." Usually, this involves the idea of 
eating and drinking in some form, however slight, with free 
conversational intercourse. In this sense, the meeting was not 
a social one . 

It seemed more an exhortation meeting than anything else, 
held, too, under circumstances of unusual difficulty. It was 
held in a long, low-roofed apartment, liable to be suffocating 
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with the windows closed, and to be deafening with the win
dows open, for it was over a street where street-cars, coming in 
from different directions, passed with great noise once every 
minute and sometimes oftener. 

It really seemed for a time as if it would not be possible for 
anyone to be heard except at a stentorian shout, and perhaps 
not then. Closed windows were tried to some extent, with the 
result that an ante-room was in requisition, with six fainting 
sisters and six attendants. It was a trying experience, but we 
struggled through. 

Brother Mitchell occupied the chair, in response to whom, I 
spoke for three-quarters ofan hour on the chapter read (one of 
the day's reading-Rom.12) . "P resen t your bodies a living sac
rifice holy and acceptable to the Lord," seemed to challenge 
the universal bodily defilement of narcotism (tobacco chewing, 
smoking, etc.) . I gave in to this line of thought, without pre
meditation , making out, I think, a strong case for cleanliness 
and purity "in all manner of conversation," in those who offer 
themselves for Divine acceptance now, and Divine use in the 
age of holiness to come. 

A brother rose and excited much sympathy by saying he 
had been a user of tobacco all his life, and had made painful 
efforts to give it up, without success: but henceforth, he should 
never smoke again whatever the consequences might be. Other 
brethren made remarks, and the meeting came to an end with 
the singing of a hymn and prayer. 

* * * 
Tuesday, August 4, 1896-Tuesday was an "off-day", which 

I gave to writing. 

* * * 
Wednesday, August 5, 1896-0n Wednesday, there was a lec

ture in "The People's Temple," an immense quasi-ecclesiastical 
structure devoted to popular preaching on Sundays in an anti
Papal direction. It is capable of holding 3,000 people. The place 
would be about half full on this occasion. I lectured on "Four 
Signs that Christ is Near"-with what effect-who can tell? 

* * * 
Thursday,August6, 1896-On Thursday there was tohave been 

another "social meeting" in a better place (Putnam Hall): but it was 
turned into a conference with a separated section of brethren with a 
view to reunion. They would be about 15 in number. 
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The cause of separation lay in extreme views of "wilful sin." 
The separated brethren, while rightly holding that presump
tuous sin would not be pardoned, as Jesus declared (Mark 3:28
29) and Paul also (Reb. 10:26), seemed inclined to include all 
sin in this category, with the effect of shutting the door of hope 
and rendering the priesthood of Christ a superfluity. 

We talked the matter over for an hour or so , without ap
parently making any progress, but next day an intimation was 
sent that the separated brethren desired to return, and asking 
a meeting with that view. What the result was, I have not yet 
heard. 

* * * 
Friday, August 7, 1896-0n Friday, there was a meeting of 

the official brethren, in brother Mitchell's house, to talk over 
various matters affecting the welfare of the Truth. 

The question of "marriage with the alien" was one on which 
some seemed inclined to go to extremes. I said the question 
had been chronic for 40 years to my knowledge, and I did not 
think they could improve upon the way of dealing with it which 
was in vogue among themselves, requiring offenders to admit 
the wrong and leaving them to God. The idea of requiring 
them to separate and declaring their children illegitimate was 
monstrous. I pointed out why. 

* * * 
Saturday, August 8, to Saturday, August 15, 1896-Got up 

early this morning to sail in the Servia for Liverpool. Brother 
and sister Mitchell and one or two others accompanied me to the 
vessel, which was to start at eight o'clock. There was a crowd of 
friends to see passengers off. The vessel slipped her hawser at 
8.30, and slowly slipped out of dock amid the waving ofhandker
chiefs and other tokens of farewell. 

We were soon speeding out to sea, which we found enveloped 
in fog. This fog prevailed more or less all the way across the 
Atlantic, compelling the vessel to blow her fog-horn every three 
minutes, to warn other vessels offour course. 

There is very little danger-though ofcourse a little-of col
lision in mid-ocean-the sea is so wide, and other ships so far and 
few between. It is when we approach land that the danger of fog 
is great. I read in the Daily News of the foundering of the 
Drummond Castle through running on the rocks offCape Ushant 
during a fog, with the loss of every soul on board except three. 
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This made the constant blowing of the fog-horn for six 
days rather a dismal sound. The sea was fortunately smooth 
during our whole passage, and the voyage was otherwise an 
agreeable one. 

The company of passengers was small on account of few 
people going from America to England after July. The stream 
is mostly the other way. 

Then such company as we had was mostly American, who 
are easier to get on with than English strangers as a rule . 
They are more friendly and sensible than the English. The 
English, of the upper class, are crusted over with a frost of 
pride and hauteur which embarrasses personal intercourse 
unless you can strut in the same peacock-fashion and emit the 
same scornful inanities. 

In some respects the Americans are the English improved. 
A gentleman in the company asked what could be the explana
tion of this, seeing they were of the same stock? I thought it 
was due to three things

1) The Americans in the first generation were the English 
thrown into a primitive country and compelled to become self
helpers in a sensible way, which developed a certain simplicity 
of character not so easy in the artificial conditions which in 
the English fostered pride. 

2) The Americans had the English to look at from a dis
tance, as a kind of mountain of antiquity and superiority which 
drew forth a certain kind of reverence and tended to soften 
character. The Americans felt they were second, through brag
ging they could "lick creation." The very intensity and rest
lessness of their brag was proof of this consciousness. 

The Englishman, on the other hand, looked round and saw 
no one above himself, and become disagreeably lordly in his way. 

3) There was such perfect liberty among the Americans that 
they developed a better manhood on the average than was possi
ble where caste and rank prevailed to such an extent as among 
the English. 

For all that, the Americans were very proud, and would have 
to come in for a good share of the terrible whipping the world 
was about to receive by way of preparation for the Kingdom of 
God. 

* * * 
On Sunday I was writing in the saloon, when everybody 
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came trooping in for "service," including all the stewards and 
stewardesses, neatly and tidily dressed. The ship-doctor read 
the service and gave out the hymns. There would not be far 
short of a hundred present. 

The doctor did as well as any clergyman, and the assembly 
entered heartily into the exercises. One lady near me took part 
with an evident abandon of devotion, throwing herself on her 
knees at the right moment, and uttering the responses with 
great fervour. 

It was a beautiful and touching sight. If I could have be
lieved it were as real as it seemed, and as enlightened as it 
ought to be, it would have been a pure joy of heart to take 
part. But it was mostly hollow: like Israel's service, of whom 
God complained by Isaiah-"This people draweth near me with 
their lips, but their heart is far from me. " 

The lady was an exception . The slangy and unprincipled 
"commercials" were there, standing up and singing the hymns 
and uttering the responses as if they feared God and regarded 
man: whereas, they were like a certain medical man that I 
once knew who enjoyed ecclesiastical exercises from an aes
thetic poin t of view, though regarding them as the offspring of 
superstition. 

The whole assembly, when taken in detail, was devoid of 
any sincere relish for Divine things or solid knowledge of any 
kind. As with Israel-"Every mouth speaketh folly and every 
heart is given to covetousness. " 

The knowledge of this took away the beauty of the pro
ceedings. Still, it could not shut the eyes to what may be called 
their potential beauty. What it might have been-what it might 
be-what it will be, when the whole earth, sobered by judg
ment, will recognise God in sincerity and truth, and take pleas
ure in His worship, under true, wise, good, and immortal lead
ers. 

The happy day will soon come. Meantime, we have to wait 
for it in a day of parching drought. 

There was one very pleasant American gentleman on 
board-Stewart, by name-the son of a deceased American 
sister, but not himself, as yet, a lover of Israel 's God, and the 
God of his mother. I was told of him before I started, and had 
hopes that I might be instrumental in drawing him to the 
knowledge of God. Fortunately, I was placed opposite him at 
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table , and had a good deal of intercourse with him-with what 
final effect, if any, I cannot tell. 

I felt called upon, according to opportunity, to confess Christ 
before them all, for his sake. 

He "guessed" the Bible was right, but referred to a lawyer 
at the table, of the name of Mr. Priest, who would be rather 
hard to bowl out on that question. I had an opportunity after
wards of letting Mr. Stewart know that the said lawyer was 
not the formidable antagonist he seemed to imagine. 

* * * 
On the fifth day, a lady came to me, as I was sitting at the 

saloon table writing, and asked me if I might give her a little 
time in conversation, as she had heard scraps of my conversation 
at table, and felt a great desire to know what my ideas in general 
were . We made an appointment for two o'clock on deck. 

Then we had a long talk . I found her a highly intelligent lady, 
from Colorado, of the name of Mrs. Scott-Saxon: deeply interested 
in religious questions, but inclined to Theosophic theories of evolu
tion. In answer to her many question, I tried to manifest to her the 
foundationless character of all merely human thoughts on the sub
ject of God and human destiny ; and the genuine character of the 
Bibleas the record ofthe only truly Divinework upon earth. I sketched 
the plan revealed therein. She admired it greatly but lamented it 
was so narrow in being limited to a selected class. 

I replied that created intelligence could but bow in the pres
ence of the Creator's undoubted prerogative. When His work 
was finished, th ere would be no room for criticism or dissatisfac
tion . What could we have better than an earth filled with a popu
lation of perfected and immortal men and women, in full, mod
est, grateful and joyful communion with the Eternal? 

Should we wish the abortive forms ofhuman nature that had 
then passed away to be restored? Would it be possible for us to 
wish those to be brought upon the scene again who, in the Crea
tor's estimation, were "not fit for" inunortalisation? 

She expressed great satisfaction at the conversation which I 
cut short before it become wearisome to her. 

(To be continued, God willing) 

In all our troubles and problems and di sappointments, let us 
never for a moment forget our blessings--and constant thanks
giving for them.-G.v.G. 
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Fellowship With Him 
BY BROTHER G. V.GROWCOTT 

"This then is the message which we have heard ofhim, and� 
declare unto you, that God is Light, and in Him is no� 

darkness at all" (1 John 1:5).� 
THE FIRST EPISTLE OF JOHN, CHAPTER ONE� 

In our readings we begin today the first epistle of John. We 
are told very little about John, either in the Gospels or in Acts 
and the Epistles. Peter, Paul and James the Lord's brother 
stand out prominently, but not John. 

And yet there is something very special about John. He was 
the disciple Jesus loved. Truly Jesus loved them all, but John 
particularly. This tells us volumes about John . There was a 
very special and unique relationship between John and Jesus, 
and it must have been because of John 's special character. It 
was not favouritism . We can rule that out as unthinkable. 

The depth and closeness oflove depends upon mental and 
spiritual affinity. The depth and fullness oflove is limited only 
by the comprehensions and capacities of the participants. John 
was especially beloved because ofa deeper unity with the mind 
of Christ. 

It is notable, and there is a certain amount of comfort for 
us in the fact, that on two occasions where John is prominent 
in the Gospels, it is not in a good light. He , with James, wanted 
to call down fire from heaven upon the Samaritans, and he, 
with James, wanted the two places of highest pre-eminence in 
Christ's Kingdom. He had to learn the way of wisdom-the 
true nature of the spirit he was called unto. 

Both times Jesus had to gently rebuke them. When he had 
first selected James and John, he called them Boanerges-"Sons 
of Thunder"--doubtless for the ardent power of their dedica
tion and zeal. By Jesus' love, John's thunder was purified. 

John was the first to believe, after the resurrection when 
he saw the empty tomb. Though not prominent in the history, 
John wrote the deepest Gospel , the deepest Epistle (th is one) 
and the deepest prophecy (Revela tion ). 

Though deep, and spiritual, and laying all emphasis on love 
as the essential motive and power of holiness, this epistle is 
eminently practical and plain-spoken. There is no haziness, 
such as the mind of the flesh delights and takes refuge in. 
What could be plainer or blunter than this?-
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"He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commands� 
is a liar."� 
"Be not deceived: he that DOETH righteousness is right�
eous."� 
"He that committeth sin is of the devil."� 
The first five verses lay the eternal foundations in words we 

could meditate on forever without fully plumbing their depth, 
but the next five turn upon us and are plain , uncompromising 
and unsparing. They speak of sin , and liars, and self-decep
tion. 

* * * 
"That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, 
which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked 
upon, and our hands have handled, ofthe Word ofLife." 
"For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear 
witness; and show unto you that eternal life, which was with 
the Father, and was manifested unto us ." 
Christ is the great reality-the key to everything-the vis

ible , tangible, touchable manifestation to man of all God's ev
erlasting purpose and goodness and holiness. He had to be per
fect . He was the perfect Word of Life--eternal life-made flesh. 
John says later

"He that hath the Son hath life, and he that hath not the 
Son hath not life " (5: 12 ). 
That is unmistakable and unevadable. We must have the 

Son to have life. See how John emphasises this specific, factual 
reality as the vital foundation

"We heard, we saw, we scrutinised, we handled-the Word 
of Life." 
Their message was not a hazy philosophy of indefinite good

ness according to the mind and judgment of man . It was not 
groping, human philosophy. It was specific testimony to a spe
cific person to be accepted, specific truths to be believed, spe
cific commands to be obeyed. 

* * * 
"That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you , 
that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father, and with His son Jesus Christ." 
Fellowship with the apostles and with God and His Son, 

depends on learning and accepting and bringing ourselves into 
harmony with these things that John reveals and declares . 

And what is fellowship? We must ever be on guard against 
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letting technicalities take the place ofrealities. Fellowship is 
not an external agreement to associate, but communion, har
mony, unity of mind and spirit. 

We are in fellowship with God if-and only if-our entire 
lives and thoughts and desires and interests are centred on 
God-only if everything we do is done for and because of God; 
only if we think God's thoughts. 

* * * 
''And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be 
full. " 
Joy is God's great purpose oflove for man. Is our joy full? 

Is joy the thankful atmosphere in which we constantly live?
an all-sustaining, all-irradiating, all-proteetivejoy? 

It will be, if we really believe what we say we believe-if we 
really have a meaningful faith, and not just a form without 
power. John wrote to invite us up out of the flesh into the 
realm of all-enveloping spiritual joy, and if we are willing to 
follow all the rules, and cast off the encumbrances that hinder, 
we can enter this joy. 

The whole purpose, says John, of his writing, is that our joy 
may be full. It is John that records that Jesus said the same 
thing, on the night that he was betrayed

"These things have 1 spoken unto you, that my joy might 
remain inyou, and that yourjoy might be full" (In. 15:11). 
Joy is the great identification and secret of the Truth. Ifwe 

have the Truth in a real and living way, we have joy-deep, 
overwhelming, unassailable joy. This is the key to whether our 
faith is real or just an empty form. 

It is not a joy that ignores the sorrows and troubles and 
difficulties of this life. It is not even a joy that is in spite of 
these things. Rather it is a joy because of these things-an 
intense thankfulness FOR these things. Jesus said

"When men persecute you, rejoice: be exceeding glad" (Matt. 
5:11). 
James said

"My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into trials and 
afflictions" (Jam. 1:2). 
Paul said

"1 rejoice in tribulations" (Rom. 5:3). 
And of the disciples it is recorded, when the authorities had 

beaten them for preaching Christ-
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"They rejoiced that they were counted worthy to suffer for 
his Name." (Acts 5:40-41). 
This is really having the Truth, having God, in a living and 

saving way! 
Do we have it in this burning robust way, or do we just have 

a pale, cold, powerless form of godliness? 
HOW can we joy in tribulations and rejoice in sorrow? Can 

it be reasonably explained, or is it just a striking form of words? 
It CAN be explained. It IS real. It is reasonable. In fact, it is 
the only reasonable, sensible, intelligent course at all. Jesus 
continued by saying

"For great is your reward in heaven. " 
James continues by saying

"The trying ofyour faith worketh patience." 
"Let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect 
and entire, wanting nothing. " 
Paul continued by saying

"Tribulation worketh patience, and patience worketh 
assuredness, and assuredness worketh hope. 
"And hope maketh us unashamed, because the love ofGod is 
shed abroad in our hearts." 
Is this reasonable? Is this sensible? Is this the path we want 

to follow, and the goal we want to achieve? 
Present pleasure does us no good. It is nice while it lasts, 

like candy to a baby, but it really is not healthy. It is a cheat 
and a deception-it builds nothing lasting. Paul says present 
pleasure is a living death, because it has no promise for the 
future . It is just a brief dance of folly on the deck while the 
boat is sinking under us. 

Joy is oneness with the mind of God, being in mental and 
spiritual harmony with God, seeing everything as God sees 
it-seeing the meaning and the purpose and the love and the 
beauty in all the works of God, in EVERYTHING that hap
pens to us and around us; seeing-not just blindly believing
but actually seeing, realising, understanding, rejoicing that

"All things work together for good to them that love God. " 
Would it be nice to be never unhappy, never disappointed, 

never fearful, never lonely, never worried-always joyful, al
ways content with what we have and what our position is? 
This is what the Truth freely offers us. 

This is what the Truth really is. Do we have it? Have we 
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found it? The Truth is not just a little tidy packet of doctrines, 
but a living, transforming spirit-power. Paul said he was trou
bled on every side, yet not distressed; perplexed, yet never in 
despair; in sorrow, yet always rejoicing: having nothing, yet 
possessing all things. He said he took PLEASURE in weak
ness, hardship, contempt, persecution and distress; for when 
he was weak and poor naturally, then he was strong and rich 
spiritually. And he said

"Be ye followers ofme. " 
This is the mind of Christ, the mind of God, the spiritual 

mind-which is life and peace . Other than this is the mind of 
the flesh, which is sorrow and death. 

"These things, " says John, "we write unto you, that yourjoy 
may be{ull"-notjust partially filled, but wholly FULL--eom
plete, perfect, unassailable, unalloyed. 

* * * 
"This then is the message which we have heard ofhim, and 
declare unto you, that God is light, and in Him is no dark
ness at all. " 
The great, central message that John brings is that God is 

all Light, pure Light, perfect Light. There are two great defi
nitions of God in this epistle

"God is Light" and "God is Love"-the two great, eternal, 
divine realities: LIGHT-Truth, Holiness, Purity, Righteous
ness; and LOVE-Goodness, Mercy, Compassion, Benevolence, 
Kindness. 

Wherein does the significance of this message lie for us, that 
"God is Light! "? The message is that if we seek Life and Joy we 
MUST come to the Light. We must leave all things of darkness 
behind. Jesus said

"Men love darkness rather than light because their deeds are 
evil. " 

This is natural man-natural desires. Wemust desire light, 
and the light we must desire is the light of God's Word as 
applied to all our thoughts and feelings and actions. 

By nature, we are evil. Our thoughts are evil and fleshly. 
The light of God's Word reveals this evil and tells us what God 
desires, and if we love God we shall be very anxious to search 
out and do everything He desires and give His Word the ben
efit of every doubt. 

The natural way is to decide what we desire, and what our 
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flesh desires , and then try to justify it. If we allow ourselves to 
be deceived by this tendency, we can always find self-justifica
tion, and God will let us be self-deceived; yea, help us to be self
deceived. 

But if we sincerely want to learn, want to improve, want to 
change, want to please God rather than ourselves, then God 
will open our understanding. 

Light is the great theme of the Scriptures throughout. The 
very first thing God said was

"Let there be light. " 
''And God saw that the light was good: and God separated 
the light from the darhness. " 
And in the last chapter of the Bible we are told of the re

deemed
"God giveth them light." 
The spirit through Solomon says

"The path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day ." 
John said of Jesus

"That was the true light, which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world." 
And Paul says

"God, Who commanded the light to shine out ofdarhness, 
hath shined in our hearts to give the light ofthe hnotoledge 
ofthe glory ofGod in the face ofJesus Christ." 
By nature, we are all darkness. It is our life's purpose and 

our life 's work more and more to absorb and radiate the light, 
and cast out the darkness. 

The Light is God's Word: every part of it, from beginning to 
end. ALL Scripture, we are told, is profitable that we may be 
made perfect. We must prayerfully and continually study it, 
ponder on it, agonise to understand every word, as if it were a 
precious map leading us to great treasure, as it truly is. 

All the time we can spare should be given to this. It is the 
only way to gain the life that only the few will ever find . 

"If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and uiallz in 
darhness, we lie, and do not the truth. " 

(To be continued, God willing) 

It is that the community of the glorified saints, as a whole, are 
described in the Apocalypse as "those who have come out ofgreat 
tribulation.-R.R. 
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Behold The Lamb Of God 
By BROTHER E. FRED HIGHAM SR 

(Continued) 

"Thy Seed shall bruise his (the Serpent's) head." 
Such were the words prophetically spoken of the Seed of 

the Woman . That was the foundation stone: that unto which 
all the righteous had looked forward in hope. 

It was indicated again with the children of these first par
ents of the race. Genesis 4, speaking of Cain and Abel

"In process oftime, Cain brought ofthe fruit ofthe ground, 
an offering unto the Lord." 
There was in Cain's action the concept of the offering, but 

in his heart there was rebellion. 
''Abel also brought of the firstlings of his flock, and of the 
fat thereof And the Lord had respect unto Abel and his of
fering: but unto Cain and to his offering He had not re
spect" (Gen . 4:3-5). 
This is referred to as the faith of Abel. He believed in God 

and in the coming of the Savior of mankind, the foundation 
hope, which Cain did not espouse. We are told Cain was the 
firstborn

"The Lord said unto Cain , Why art thou wroth? And why is 
thy countenance fallen? If thou doest well, shalt thou not be 
accepted? And if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. 
And unto thee shall be his (Abel 's) desire, and thou shalt 
rule over him. " 
If he had done well, he would (being the firstborn) have 

been accepted, and ruler over his brethren. This record is left 
for us to contemplate, that we must (as saith bro. Roberts in 
the La w of Moses) constantly have this before our minds in all 
that we do and in every action that we propose-elearly in 
focus: the Lamb of God that taketh away sin. 

We take highlights from the Word of God in this respect. 
One with which we are all familiar occurs in Gen . 22. A faith
ful individual, the father of the Jewish race, the ancestor of 
Christ, is commanded by God to take his son-the son that 
was promised and long awaited as the heir, the one through 
whom was to come the Savior to take away sin-and offer him 
for a sacrifice. 

A 3-day journey: from BeerSheba to Mt. Moriah. As they 
approached the mount (an old man of about 120 years and a 
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lad perhaps no more than 20 years), they lift up their eyes and 
behold the mount afar off. The place was called Jehovah-Jireh

"In the Mount ofthe Lord it shall be seen" (Gen . 22:14). 
We follow the two men up the mount with all the items for 

the sacrifice. Suddenly the lad Isaac, with knowledge of the 
principles of sacrifice and redemption, asks-"My [ather, be
hold the fire and the wood. But where is the lamb for the burnt 
offering?-which Abraham replied with heavy and trembling 
heart

"My son, God will provide Himself a lamb for a burnt of� 
fering. "� 
"NOT MY WILL, BUT THINE BE DONE."� 
Can we visualize this young man permitting himself to be 

bound? Can we enter into the searchings of his heart, and that 
of the old man, as they, in obedience and faith follow the Di
vine command to the bitter end? Do we not see the outstretched 
lad on the prepared altar, the look on their faces as the hand 
ofthe father is raised to slay his son?

"God will pro vide a lamb for the burnt offering." 
(And God DID provide HIS Own beloved Son for an offer

ing upon the same mount 2000 years later-when the fullness 
of time was come). 

We know the sequel : the ram caught in the thicket; a last
minute r elease from this, the apex of all the trials that had 
been brought upon this father of the faithful

"Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou anything 
unto him; for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing 
thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, from Me. 
And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold 
behind him a ram caught in a thi cket by his horns" (vs. 
12,13). 
If we follow that thought of the ram caught in the thicket, 

we find King David taking up the theme in 2 Sam 23 . Here he 
is speaking of those who would crucify the Messiah (v, 6) 

"The sons of Belial shall be all of them as thorns thrust 
away, because they cannot be taken with hands (that is, hu
man hands). But the man that shall touch them must be 
fenced with iron and the staffofa spear; and they shall be 
utterly burned with fire in the same place. " 
The thorns and the briars restrained the sacrifice, the Lamb 

of God's providing. We know the curse upon Adam and Eve
"Thorns and thistles shall theground bring forth unto thee. " 
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We see the Savior as he was led forth to be crucified with 
the crown of thorns upon his head. Paul in his submission to 
the will of God had a thorn in the flesh to buffet him, to keep 
him humble. Briars and thorns encompass the children of God 
in this day of trial and probation, as God said to Ezekiel 2

"Son ofman, be not afraid ofthem, though briars and thorns 
be with thee, and thou dost dwell among scorpions. " 
Ezekiel is addressed by God ninety-two times as "Son of 

Man, " a few more times than this term is applied to Christ 
himself. Ezekiel clearly was a man of sign. His identity with 
Christ is made pointedly with "briars and thorns" being with 
him. 

Upon Mount Moriah, the ram is loosed, the sacrifice is per
formed, and Abraham in commemoration and thanksgiving 
called the name of that place Jehovah-Jireh: "In the mount of 
the Lord it shall be seen ." 

From that time the faithful looked forward to the ram which 
would be caught in the thicket, the briars and thorns, the 
wicked hands which no human hands could restrain: the ram 
which must be fenced (or 'filled' margin) with iron, nailed to 
the cross and pierced with the staff of a spear. 

This was the ram, the powerful one (made powerful by God) 
that could touch the sons of Belial, which were utterly burnt 
with fire in the "same place" (Jerusalem) when the Divine wrath 
was executed upon them by the Roman legions in AD 70. And 
yet more fully shall the sons of Belial be burnt in the same 
place when the armies of the world are gathered against Jerusa
lem and destroyed in the Valley of Jehoshaphat (''Judgment of 
God") by the glorified Ram and his accompanying immortal 
flock, which he leads. 

We move to another illustration: Ex . 12-the forerunner of 
what we now do in these memorials, the keeping of the Passover. 

"Every man a lamb, according to the house oftheir fathers, 
a lamb for an house. They shall tahe ofthe blood and strihe 
it upon the two sideposts and upper door post of the house 
wherein they shall eat it. " 
They were told to eat this lamb while prepared as wander

ers and pilgrims for a journey. Of this lamb it was commanded 
that they should let nothing of it remain until the morning. 
There had to be a complete consumption and destruction of 
the flesh-
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"And that which remaineth ofit until the morning ye shall 
burn with fire" (v. 10). 
That of the flesh which remains in us to the morn of the 

resurrection shall be burned with fire, destroyed. 
"And thus shall ye eat of it, with your loins girded, your 
shoes on your feet, and your staffin your hand. Andye shall 
eat it in haste. It is the Lord's Passover. And when I see the 
blood on the lintel and the doorpost, I will pass over you, 
and the plague shall not come upon you to destroy you, 
when I smite the land ofEgypt. " 
One other important element (v, 22)

"It shall come to pass, when your children shall say unto 
you, What mean ye by this service, that ye shall say, It is the 
sacrifice ofthe Lord's Passover." 
Another generation would ask : "What is this all about?" 

"It shall come to pass, when your children shall say unto 
you, What mean ye by this service, that ye shall say, It is the 
sacrifice ofthe Lord's Passover" 

-the sacrifice of the Lamb of God . 
For 1500 years this sacrifice, over and over and over again, 

was performed by this nation-with only a few perceiving the 
significance of what was being done. 

Now, we memorialize the great event unto which that Pass
over night pointed forward, the sacrifice of the Lamb of God. 
This was it unto which the nation had been looking, which 
John announced on the banks of the Jordan

"Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the 
world!" 
What did John's disciples "behold?" What were they to see 

for 3-1/2 years, as they journeyed with the Master toward Mt. 
Moriah, the Mount of God? 

They would not see a king to which they looked. They were 
looking for the setting up of the Kingdom, but they were see
ing something else, something each one of us must see for our
selves-and the necessary consumption and destruction of the 
fleshly motions in ourselves. 

"Who hast believed our report? And to whom is the arm of 
the Lord revealed? (Isa. 53 :1). 
"He is despised and rejected ofmen; a man ofsorrows and 
acquainted with grief" (v, 3). 
"We hid as it were our faces from him. He is despised, and 
we esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne our griefs and 
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carried our sorrows, yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten 
ofGod and afflicted. 
"He was wounded for our tran sgressions: he was bruised for 
our iniquities. Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him: He hath 
put him to grief. 
"When Thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall 
see his seed, he sha ll prolong hi s days: and the pleasure of 
the Lord-(which is the most importan t aspect of the whole 
sacrifice)-shall prosper in hi s hand" (Isa. 53:3-10). 
They did not see a king, though many in their misguided 

and shallow enthusiasm would have made him a king, because 
of the loaves and fishes. What did Peter say in later years when 
his perception wa s ma ture, an d his eyes were opened , an d he 
fully perceived the Lamb of God? 

''Th krww that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as 
silverandgold, fromyour vain conversation received bytradition 
from your fathers. But with the precious blood ofChrist, as ofa 
lamb without blemish and without spot" (I Pet. 1:18-19). 

(To be continued, Godwilling) 

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy 
THE IRON AND THE CLAY-THE EU 

Familiarity with the symbolism of Nebuchadnezzar's 
Image acknowledges that the primary ancient empires from 
Daniel's time (in relation to Israel, the centre of all things) 
were the Babylonian (Gold), Medo-Persian (Silver), Greek 
(Brass), and Roman (Iron). The timeline indicated in this 
prophetic vision takes the Iron power down through the 
feet and toes as a final brittle mix of Iron and Clay, ready 
to be broken in pieces by the stone "cut out without hands" 
(Dan. 2:34). This stone, therefore, is one created and set in 
motion by Yahweh, not man, that will become "a great 
mountain, to fill the whole earth" (v. 35). 

Understanding the Iron element to be Roman in nature, 
we see the great influence the Inhabiter of Rome exe r c ises 
in national affairs across the world. His title is Pope, and 
the strength of his institution will lend cohesion and pur
pose to the otherwise distinct (ten toe) nations inhabiting 
Europe. Thus, '~nd whereas thou sawest the feet and toes , 
part ofpotters ' clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be 
divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, 
forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry cla y. 
And as the to es of the feet were part of iron, and part of 
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clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly bro
ken" (Dan. 2:41-42). 

The time has not yet arrived when the iron element will 
provide its cohesive strength to cause the nations to stand 
up against the Stone-aggressor: the Papal Iron Anti-Christ 
in Rome against the Stone-Lion power set in motion by 
Yahweh when Christ returns to the earth. In the mean
time, the clay element prevails, as the nations of Europe 
struggle with their unity. In the language of Daniel's proph
ecy, "whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they 
shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they 
shall not cleave to another, even as iron is not mixed with 
clay" (v. 43). 

Over the last several decades, we have witnessed the 
institution of the monetary euro as part of the eurozone
intended to bring Europe into one economic power to ri
val the United States. This intent of men has not devel
oped according to their purpose, and the eurozone contin
ues to show signs of crumbling, as vexing as trying to join 
clay to iron-

On May 29 , 2005, French voters rejected a proposed Euro
pean Constitution in a nationwide referendum. A week later, 
the Dutch followed suit. This clear rejection of greater Euro
pean integration was an iconic moment in the history of the 
European Union. The European Constitution would primarily 
have collated all previous EU treaties into a single document. 
This symbolic act would have been a major step toward a uni
fied Europe. 

[Now], the European project is in its deepest crisis. The 
economic turmoil that began in 2009 and produced the eurozone 
crisis has awakened nationalist instincts that undermine pan
Europeanism. These centrifugal forces have always been present 
and, historically, led some members to opt out of certain ini
tiatives. The key difference in 2015, however, is that nations 
will choose to backpedal on integration-a first in EU history. 

The contest between nationalism and pan-Europeanism has 
been at the core of the EU since it was first formulated in 
Rome in 1957. To unify these states, the EU promised peace 
and economic prosperity. In the ensuing decades nationalism 
succeed[ed] several times in slowing the integration process. 

-Stratfor, 6/15 
This refusal of nations to surrender their individuality 

is based on nationalism and desire for independence from 
decisions made outside their country's borders. Unlike the 
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u.S., where states agreed to join power under one cohe
sive federal government, the kings/political leaders of Eu
rope have too many memories of attempts to put them 
under centralized control (e.g, by the Germans) to will
ingly surrender significant power to Brussels. 
BRITAIN NOT NUMBERED AMONG THEM 

And then there is the issue of the United Kingdom, the 
western Tarshish power, who is to stand up against Gogue 
and the vast army accumulated under him (Eze. 38:1-8, 
13). Necessarily, for it to attain such a position, the UK 
cannot be part of conquered Europe (or numbered among 
the ten toes), when Gogue assembles all the vast territo
ries of Babylon, Persia, Greece and Rome to cause the com
plete Image to stand upon its feet as one great power ready 
to be smitten by the Stone. Thus we see the history of 
Britain in relation to Europe as continuing to be distinct 
and separate, even as the EU tries repeatedly to bring all 
parties deeper into its folds-

In both 1963 and 1967, the French president vetoed at
tempts to fold the United Kingdom in the European Union 
out of fears that London would gain too much power. 

In 1965, de Gaulle opposed the European Commission's plan 
to accrue more power. De Gaulle's opposition sparked what 
came to be known as the "empty chair crisis." Paris withdrew 
from the European Council and all its committees, forcing the 
European Commission to abandon its bid. European unifica
tion entered a long period of stagnation after that, caused in 
part by the economic downturn and oil price crisis of the 1970s. 

In the 1980s, the European Union emerged from this slump 
in integration. The end of the decade brought German reuni
fication and the fall of communism, a sweeping historical 
change that the European Union used to push for more inte
gration. During this period, the EU president also adopted 
measures such as the common euro currency in 1988 through 
the Single European Act and the 1992 Maastricht Treaty. 

The 2005 French and Dutch rejections of the European Con
stitution brought this slow progress to a halt. In 2007, most 
member states adopted the Lisbon Treaty, which replicated 
the text of the European Constitution line by line. Many 
deemed the treaty a backdoor deal between national and EU 
leaders, feeding public anti-EU sentiment. 

Shortly after the adoption of the Lisbon Treaty, Europe 
entered an economic crisis that completely derailed integra
tion. The crisis opened opportunities for Euroskeptic parties 
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and the local politicians who supported them. In May 2014, 
these parties won European elections in several member states, 
including France and the United Kingdom. The May 10 Tory 
victory in British elections yielded promises from David 
Cameron for a referendum on EU membership and a renego
tiation of the Lisbon Treaty. 

Unlike previous drives for national sovereignty, the current 
wave will actively bring power back to the states. This time, 
the United Kingdom is directly challenging existing policies and 
EU principles. 

Even if British negotiations avoid a near-term EU crisis and 
keep the United Kingdom in the organization, they will set a 
precedent for other states to push for increased sovereignty. 
The United Kingdom is not the only country where anti-estab
lishment parties have emerged. 

The anti-EU push will, however, provoke a reaction. Brus
sels, Berlin and other pro-European governments will prob
ably try to establish an inner club of member states eager to 
promote integration. The question of the French-German alli
ance will be at the center of this reshaping. France could be 
tempted to bring back the idea of a Mediterranean Union, leav
ing Germany in an alliance with Northern Europe. 

Regardless of its shape, any restructuring of the European 
Union would require a new treaty. The temptation of national
ism will influence member states to confront Brussels and re
patriate power to their capitals, ultimately meaning the death 
of the European Union.-Stratfol; 6/15 

The Bank of England said May 23 that it is researching the 
implications of a British exit from the European Union , con
firming information in an email accidentally forwarded to jour
nalists, Reuters reported, citing the Guardian . British Prime 
Minister David Cameron has said the United Kingdom will hold 
a referendum on leaving the European Union before 2017. 

-Stratfor, 5/15 
CONTINUAL FAILURE OF MAMMON AS A COHESIVE 
POWER 

Changes are likely once again on the horizon for the 
ED. As is usual in the complicated affairs of men, it is money 
that is of primary importance in all struggles-

Although the Greek crisis is not officially on the current G-7 
summit agenda, the Mediterranean nation's uncertain future 
is at the center of the debate among the world's largest econo
mies. What was originally a technical dispute about Greece's 
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financial situation is evolving into a discussion about the geo
political implications of a Greek exit ("Grexit") from the 
eurozone and potentially the European Union. 

The U.S. delegation to the G-7 meeting has voiced its po
litical and security concerns about a possible Grexit. From 
Washington's point of view, a desperate government in Athens 
could turn to Russia for financial help, which would undoubt
edly come with obligations. In addition, the United States is 
concerned that economic collapse in Greece could lead to so
cial and poli tical chaos in which extremist groups, both local 
and foreign, could flourish . These concerns are not unique to 
the United States: German officials have made similar state
ments. Berlin wants to teach Athens a lesson, but it is also 
worried a Grexit would threaten the survival of the eurozone. 

The concerns of world powers are not unfounded. Greece 
has a strategic interest in maintaining good relations with Rus
sia, because of its dependency on Russian energy, potential 
Russian investment, and Greece's participation in infrastruc
ture projects such as the Moscow-sponsored Turkish Stream 
pipeline. Greece also is no stranger to extremist and violent 
movements. More important, Greece is strategically positioned 
in the eastern Mediterranean, a region already in flux. 

-Stratfor, 5/15 
EUROPE'S TEN TOE KINGDOMS 

Greece is enumerated by Dr. Thomas as one of the ten 
toe-kingdoms of Europe: "1. Belgium; 2, France; 3, Spain; 
4, Portugal; 5, Naples; 6, Sardinia; 7, Greece; 8, Hungary; 
9, Lombardy; 10, Bavaria." He goes on to say

"I have not named Britain, although the island was a 
part of the Roman dominion. It is, however, no more im
perative that she should be included in the ten than Egypt, 
which is also on the Roman territory ... The ten king
doms enumerated above are all within the Roman limits. 
There are many other kingdoms beyond its frontiers, rest
ing upon territory that never belonged to Rome, or the 
iron dominion; therefore they must not be named in the 
same category. Nebuchadnezzar's image has to do only 
with powers occupying the area of the golden, silver, bra
zen, and iron dominions; other prophecies survey the rest" 
(Elpis Israel, p. 326). 

Whether Greece proceeds with its "Grexit" is beside the 
point, and illustrates the crumbling foundations of man's 
designs built upon Mammon rather than the Rock of Yah
weh. Greece will be part of the conquests of Moscow as 
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Gogue assembles his host on his way to the mountains of 
Israel. For us, it is important to note the wording of Dan. 
2:44 in regard to this ongoing European turmoil-'~ in 
the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a 
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed." 
RUSSIA'S LOOMING OPPORTUNITY 

The instability of Europe is part of the overall condi
tioning of the world for the purpose of God in manifesting 
his Son and accompanying brethren before the world as 
His all-consuming army. As Europe's purposes shake and 
disintegrate, Gogue will see his opportunity to expand his 
empire, exceed the borders of the old Soviet Union, and 
stretch his northern kingdom from the Pacific to the At
lantic-

European crises can destabilize the world. What happens 
between Greece and Germany, for example, can have conse
quences in multiple directions. 

Europe is undergoing two interconnected crises. The first 
is the cr isis of the European Union. The bloc began as a sys
tem of econ omic integration, but it was al so intended to be 
more than that: It was to be an institution that would create 
Europeans. Europe is str uggling with integration because with
out general prosperity, the seduction of Europeans away from 
the parochial allure of nations will fail. Therefore, the crisis of 
the European Union, focused on the European Peninsula, is 
one of the destabilizing forces. 

The second crisis rests in the strategic structure of Europe. 
The Continent 's primordial issue is the relationship between 
the largely unified but poorer mainland, dominated by Russia, 
and the wealthier but much more fragmented peninsula. 

In 2008, two critical things happened. First, and le ss im
portant, was th e Russian war with Georgia that demonstrat
ed-more than reality might r equire-the re-emergence of 
Russia as a significant and capable regional power. Second, 
and more important, the economic crisis triggered by the 
American sub-prime mortgage crisis led to the gradual frag
mentation of European unity, causing a massive divergence of 
interests. The eastern movement of European influence, sup
ported by the United States, con tinued in spite of the cr isis. 
The Russians were for ced to coun ter and were less concerned 
about the consequences. 

The interests of the European Peninsula diverged into four 
parts: those of Germanic Europe (Germany, Austria and, to 
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some extent, the Czech Republic); Mediterranean Europe; the 
eastern frontier of the European Union; and the rest of north
ern Europe. 

Germany has an overwhelming interest in the European 
Union and its free trade zone. It is an inherently weak nation, 
as are all countries that are dependent on exports. Germany's 
well -being depends on its ability to sell its products. It is an 
economic engine of Europe, but also extremely insecure. Given 
the fragmentation in the European Union, it must reach out 
to others, particularly Russia, for alternatives. 

Central and Eastern European countries are in a complex 
position with the European Union, since they are generally 
members that are not in the eurozone. But for most of them, 
the question of Russia's power and intentions is more impor
tant than the Greek crisis. For the east, there is an awareness 
that Europe never did progress to a common foreign and defense 
policy and that the European Union cannot defend them against 
Russia. They are also aware that NATO cannot defend them, 
except with American involvement, which is coming in very 
measured and slow increases. 

Then there is France, which is supposed to be Germany's 
equal in the European Union but has fallen behind in recent 
decades. It is being drawn in multiple directions on economic 
and strategic issues. 

A continent drawn in multiple directions is the best de
scription of the European Union, and one that gives the Rus
sians some relief The Russians were saved by the fragmenta
tion of the peninsula. 

The Net Assessment of Europe is that the Continent's basic 
geographical split remains in place, and Russia still holds the 
weaker position. However, its relative strength has increased 
with the rise of divergent interests within the European Union, 
and its primary concern regarding the Continent is not Eu
rope but the United States. The discussion will move from 
debt and repayment to the creation of a sustainable European 
Union in which Germany may not get to export all it wants 
but must accept limits on its prosperity relative to its part
ners. Since politics makes that unlikely, the fragmentation of 
the peninsula will increase, and with it, Russia's relative power 
will rise.-Stratfor, 5/15 

As we ponder the Signs of the Times and their signifi
cance, let us call to mind an exhortation by brother Rob
erts-
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Christ "has made known the principle of his judgment: 
'I will give to everyone of you according as your work 
shall be.' Therefore, now is the time of action. Let every 
man look to what he is doing-and every woman. Let them 
remember that their present daily life-dull, uninterest
ing, unimportant though it may appear, is really pregnant 
with their destiny. All depends upon how they turn the 
present time to account. Future position will be determined 
entirely by present deportment; the important thing is to 
be filled with the knowledge of His will, in all wisdom and 
spiritual understanding ... our anxiety should be, while 
the Lord delays, to get on the right side of the account" 
(Christadelphian, 1872, p, 266).-'£D.C. 

Ecclesial News (Continued from page 182) 

forward by the scholars. Their effort was quite a blessing and 
hopefully will bear fruit in the days that lay ahead. Following 
the Program, dinner was served in the hall , which allowed us 
to have that sweet fellowship one with the other. 

Since our last ecclesial news, we have had the company and 
fellowship of bro. Dan and sis Jennifer Clubb , of the Carrollton, 
Texas, ecclesia, as well as bro. Edward and sis Lori Williams of 
the Waterford, Ontario, ecclesia. We appreciate the word of 
exhortation given by bro . Williams, as we make our way to
ward the day of Christ's return. 

What can we add to the sterling events that are transpiring 
around the globe? There are so many countries filled with ter
ror and woe; including wars and rumours of wars, with men's 
hearts failing them for fear of those things that are coming. 
We see this more specifically in the countries that are found 
mentioned in the Scriptures of Truth. Things are being Di
vinely fulfilled that will lead us soon to the coming of the Lord 
from heaven. "When ye see these things come to pass, know 
that the Kingdom of God is nigh at hand." May we be ready to 
face our Lord and Redeemer! 

With Fraternal greetings to the brotherhood, on behalf of 
the London ecclesia.-bro. DavidClubb 

One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Cont inued from page 216) 

"Having at length got through my remarks by snatches, I prom
ised to conclude if they would agree to hear my amendment 
peaceably. They seemed to assent to this ... 

Bro. Thomas then presented his amendment. Here is a small part of it
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"Resolved: That war, being an institution of divine appoint
ment for the bruising to death of the Serpent-power, though 
disastrous to the subjects of it, has proved of great benefit to 
the human race-that civil and religious liberty have been won 
by the warpower in connection with the advocacy of truth, 
which it has often protected; that the rights of God in the earth, 
the vengeance due to the blood of his people poured out like 
water in past ages, the chastisement and overthrow of civil and 
spiritual tyrants, the defence ofliberty, and the establishment 
of peace based upon the ascendancy of right over wrong, of 
knowledge and faith over ignorance and superstition, and of a 
well ordered and enlightened liberty over despotism-are 
things of infinitely greater value than gold or human life ... 
that while a Bible Christian must not fight in the absence of 
the Captain of his Salvation, the Scriptures leave the nations 
to do as they please . .." 

Bro. Thomas then added
"The reader, doubtless, will be curious to know, how many were 
in favor of it? I do not know exactly, but I do not think there 
were more than half a dozen . Myself and the seconder, it is 
probable, would have made eight; which was a large minority 
in the two thousand, compared with the Noachic minority in a 
world ." 

* * * 
IN "The Ways of Providence, No. 21," bro. Roberts next considered the 
history of the Kingdom of Judah-

Wenext look at a few illustrations of the ways of Providence in 
the history of the Kingdom of Judah. They are not numerous, 
but they are distinct and yield the lesson plainly read in the 
history of the Ten Tribes and of Israel before the division. 
We have already noticed the case of Rehoboam at the rupture 
of Solomon's kingdom into two-how an unwise speech was 
"of the Lord" that there might be brought about the division 
determined on as a punishment of Solomon's sins . Wenow look 
at an incident that occurred in Rehoboam's reign. 
We read that "when Rehoboam had established the kingdom 
and had strengthened himself, he forsook the law of the Lord, 
and all Israel with him" (2 Chron. 12:1). The result was that 
so early as the fifth year of his reign, "Shishak, king of Egypt, 
came up against Jerusalem . ... Thus said the Lord, ye have 
forsaken Me, and therefore have I also left you in the hand of 
Shishak" (v, 5). 
We are informed (v. 6), that "they humbled themselves and 
said, the Lord is righteous." The result of this attitude on their 
part is most interesting and instructive, and brings out the 
point of the ways of Providence: "When the Lord saw that they 
humbled themselves .. ." 
From this, it follows that Shishak's movements were divinely 
directed, though unknown to him; and further, that repentance 
and humiliation avail to avert the divine displeasure. 
Rehoboam does not appear to have permanently benefited by 
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this most interesting episode. We are informed that during his 
reign of seventeen years, he "did evil," and "prepared not his 
heart to seek the Lord ," in probable consequence of which, 
"there were wars continually between Rehoboam and Jero
boam" (5:15 ). So much for Rehoboam. We will look at a few of 
his successors, taking them in chronological order, but not go
ing through every reign. 

BRO. Roberts next wrote about the reign of Asa, of Jehoshaphat (fourth 
from Rehoboam), Jehoram, the days of Amaziah (eighth from Rehoboam), 
Uzziah (Amaziah's successor), the reign of Ahaz, and lhe deslruction of 
Sennacherib's army in the reign of Hezekiah. 

* * * 
BRO. Roberts' exhortation No. 120, was based on Proverbs 28. He wrote

This morning, we listen to the voice of wisdom by the mouth of 
Solomon, whose words are apostolically commended to us as th e 
words of the Spirit (Heb, 12:5; 2 Tim. 3:16 ), though the man by 
whom they were spoken did not in his latter days stand forth as 
a conspicuous illustration of those words obeyed. 
Let us select just a few of the leading points in the chapter read 
(Prov 28), as the subject of the morning's contemplations in 
connection with the breaking of bread. They are not inappropri
ate to th e breaking of bread, although it might not seem there 
was any connection. The fact is, whatever the Spirit of God has 
said , may be traced to a living connection with the central idea 
of the table of the Lord. 
J esus, as that central idea, is the embodiment of wisdom for 
present action , and hope for those unsatisfied aspirations which 
continually impel us to the contemplation of the future for th e 
prospect of their fulfilment. Consequently, the manifestations 
of that Spirit of wisdom and hope , in all the times that went 
before him, will be found of one nature with him. 

* * * 
IN his "Editorial" bro. Roberts wrote on lhe Good news Kingdom

"Good tidings to Zion!" This is what the saints are waiting and 
hoping for, with an ardour increasing in intensity with the lapse 
of every year. The Glad Tidings will not arrive in their effectual 
form till it be said of a higher than Nehemiah: "There is come a 
man to seek the welfare of the children of Israel ," even he whom 
men despised and whom the nation abhorred-the glorified 
man Christ J esus, at his coming in power and great glory. 
Nevertheless, it is good tidings of a certain sort to hear of 
attention being drawn to the land in so many ways as is now 
illustrated. This attention is itself a precursor of the great Good 
Tidings which will presently make every ear tingle. It is there
fore something to be glad about-something to lift up the head 
about, as a tok en of redemption drawing nigh. 

* * * 
BRO. Roberls menlioned a number of lhings in his "Notes" seclion

H. S.-Many thanks for the first instalment of articles on the 
subject of the Temple of Ezekiel's vision. We shall be glad to see 
it. It was too late for this number. 
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"The Apocalyptic Lectures"-These are now in the hands of� 
the printer. The sub scription list is not yet complete, but� 
sufficiently advanced to warrant the work going on. We shall� 
be glad when we can say "Now Ready." Our thanks are due to� 
all who who have so readily taken part.� 
"Not Yet"-By a misapprehension of the printer's mode of� 
estimating the cost of Seasons of Comfort, we find he has a� 
larger claim than we had provided for. We have to pay for the� 
binding extra to the figure named for printing. The subscrip�
tions do not yet cover his bill. This will probably rectify itself� 
with the sale of the book that may take place in the future .� 

* * * 
BIBLE Lectures (135 Years Ago)

"The Temptation of Christ" 
"Is it Death to Die?" 
"The Mosaic and Abrahamic Covenants, What Do They 
Teach?" 
"Has Paul Received the Crown Laid Up for Him?" 
"The Cloud of Witnesses (Heb. 12:1), Who are They, and What 

Did They Witness?"� 
"The National Reorganization of the Jews in the Holy Land,� 
One of the Great Events in the Near Future"� 

"The Divided State of Christendom as Predicted 1,800 Years� 
Ago"� 

"The Past, Present and Future Inhabitants of the Earth"� 
"The Resurrection of the Dead and the Judgment"� 
"Father, Son and Holy Spirit"� 
"The Devil of the Bible, Not the Pluto of Popular Belief, but� 

the Evil Principle in Human Nature Apostolically Styled� 
'Sin in the Flesh '"� 

May Answers-'Who Said To Christ" 
1. I see men-Bethsaida blind 23. They have no wine-His mother 
2. Rabboni!-Magdalene 24. My name is Legion-Gadarene 
3. Come down-Theythat passed. by madman 
4. The dogs eat-Byrophenician 25. By what authority?---QJ.i.ef priests 
5. Hail, Master!-Judas Iscariot & elders 
6. Bid me come-Peter 26. Save us, we perish!-His disciples 
7. Good Master-Rich youngman 27. Grant that my son.s---Salome 
8. I have no man-Bethesda impotent 28. Help mine unbelief!-Epileptic's 
9. No man, Lord-Woman in adultery father� 

10. Master, say on-Bimon (Pharisee) 29. Show us the Father-Philip� 
11.Remember me-Penitent thief 30. My Lord and my God-Thomas� 
12. I restore four-fold-Zaccheus 31. Art thou a stranger?-Cleopas 
13. Lord, who is it?-John (disciple) 32. Dost thou not care?-Martha 
14. Art thou a king?-Pilate 33. Comest thou to me?-John Baptist 
15.Why do wefast?-John's disciples 34. Thymartyr Stephen-Paul 
16. Who is he, Lord?-Blind from birth 35. Speakthe word only-Centurion 
17. Save thyself & us--Other malefactor 36. Hail, king of the Jews!-8oldiers 
18.Cast thyselfdown-Tempter 37. Come eremychilddie-Nobleman 
19.There is a lad here-Andrew 38. Devils subject to us-The Seventy 
20. My little daughter-Jairus 39. Lawful to give trlbute?-Herodians 
21. Whose wife is she?-Badducees 40. If thou hadst been here-Mary 
22. Give this water-8amaritan woman (Bethany) 
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One Hundred & Thirty-Five Years Ago 
The Christadetphian, June, 1880 

BRO. Roberts continued the summary of bro. Thomas' work under the tille, 
':4 Stfll Earlier Appearance of Dr. Thomas in London,· in 1849. It was a 
further part of his attempt to present an amendment to '~ Petition to Parlia
ment In Favour of the Motion for Special Treaties of Arbitration to Supercede 
the Cruel and Costly War System." Continuing the account printed from lhe 
May Christadelphian, we find recorded

"It was Mammon shouting, and hissing, and yelling through 
his unthinking multitude, who made the delivery of the pro
test almost an impossibilty. When I could get a chance, I told 
them that they might just as well hear me peaceably, as I in
tended to maintain my ground, if! had to stand there till morn
ing. 
"I had expected to meet a respectable, religiously disposed, and 
sober-minded audience; but it proved the very reverse. It was 
a mere mob of swine, to whom it was not only useless, but dan
gerous, to cast the pearl of the Truth. But I engaged in the 
fray, and being single handed, I had to open for myself a way 
out as best I could ... (Conti nued on poge 212) 

BIBLE PUZZLE-"Characteristics" 
1. Age 11. Short 21. Wisdom 31. Fleetness 
2. Liar 12. Greed 22. Novelty 32. Doubting 
3. Bald 13. Railer 23. Courage 33. Meekness 
4. Love 14. Height 24. Patience 34. Devotion 
5. Folly 15. Ruddy 25. Subtlety 35. Lameness 
6. Pride 16. Cursed 26. Unstable 36. Lewdness 
7. Foxy 17. Beauty 27. Guileless 37. Backslider 
8. Faith 18. Traitor 28. Deceived 38. Eloquence 
9. Hairy 19. Cruelty 29. Rashness 39. Skilfulness 

10. Blind 20. Counsel 30. Murderer 40. Hypocrites 
Abraham Bezaleel Herod Nahash 
Absalom Cain Jephthah Nathanael 
Ahithophel Canaan Job Nebuchadnezzar 
Aholibah Daniel John Pharisees 
Ananias David Jonadab Reuben 
Apollos Demas Judas Ruth 
Asahel Elijah Mephibosheth Shimel 
Athenians Elisha Methuselah Solomon 
Balaam Eve Moses Thomas 
Bartimeus Goliath Nabal Zaccheus 
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