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Ecclesial News 
LAMPASAS, Texas 

Since our last communication we have added a few classes to our 

weekly studies.  Friday evenings at Sis. Carol Smith's we have taken up 

the book “Faith in the Last Days”. Wednesday evenings after Bible 

readings, we have started a study of the “Berean Amended Statement of 

Faith”, reading each item, its scriptural foundation and followed with 

discussion. These have both proven to be of benefit to all who attend. 

May 13th we had another Seafood Feast and readings evening at 

Sis. Carol's home. The June Gathering theme this year was The Acts of 

the Apostles to include - Gospel in Macedonia/Bro. Shane Wolfe, 

Trials of the Apostles/Bro. Gary Stephen, Spiritual Gifts/Bro. Lee 

Smith, The Book of Acts/Bro. Andrew Naglieri and The Gospel/Bro. 

Noland Wolfe.  These talks were surrounded by a hymn-sing, swim, 

fish-fry and ice cream social. We thank all those who attended to make 

our weekend an uplifting time together. 

It is with sadness we share the withdrawal from the Lampasas 

ecclesia of the Berean Fellowship of Bro. Peter and Sis. Lori 

Gustavsson, Bro. Shawn and Sis. Amy House, Sis. Alexis House, Bro. 

Haden Shields, Bro. Craig and Sis. Lacy Kiley, Sis. Sarah Brown, Bro. 

Ricky and Sis. Julie Hurst, and Bro. Daniel and Sis. Casey Adams.   

We pray for the soon return of Christ - in the one hope we share -  

Bro. Jerry Connolly 

HOUSTON, Texas 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Loving greetings, 

Regretfully the Houston ecclesia has withdrawn fellowship from 
Sis. Susan Sumler due to certain actions unbecoming her walk in the 
Truth. Bro. Mark Dylla, Sis. Carol Dylla and Bro. Thomas Dylla have 
decided to remain in fellowship with sis. Susan and assist her with 
some personal issues.  

Sis. Gail Steger has withdrawn from the Berean fellowship to join 
the Hengeod group. 

We are all hoping and praying that we all can be reunited in 
fellowship so we all can walk hand in hand towards Yahweh's 
soon coming Kingdom. 

Love in the truth, Bro. Dan Lorquet, Recording Brother 

Berean Fellowship 

It is also with sadness we share the withdrawal from the Berean 

Fellowship of some from the Southeast ecclesia, the Conway ecclesia 

and the Hengoed ecclesia and some from the Goldthwaite ecclesia. 
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GATHERINGS & ACTIVITIES 
(To be held Yahweh Willing) 

BOSTON FRATERNAL GATHERING.......................................Oct 28-29, 2017 

Bro. Jim Sommerville, jsommer393@msn.com   

 

 

Grace Be Unto You, and Peace 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ Who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places” (Eph. 1:3). 

  Paul's letter to the Ephesians is perhaps the highest expression of 
the joys that constitute the spiritual blessings in heavenly places. 

  It was written many years before the Spirit had occasion through 
John to remind this ecclesia of its lost first love. Those among them 
who were moved by John's warning words from Patmos would 
doubtless read again this earlier epistle of Paul. They would remember 
those purer and happier days. They would remember Paul's tearful 
parting words of warning when he saw them for the last time at 
Miletus, words which at the time perhaps seemed unnecessarily 
ominous— 

 “Take heed therefore unto yourselves . . . for I KNOW this, that 
after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not 
sparing the flock” (Acts 20:29). 

And they would remember too, that Jesus himself had said, shortly 
before he left them— 

 “The love of the many shall wax cold” (Matt. 24:12, R.V.). 

 Time would take its toll. Other things would claim the attention. 
The original enthusiasm would slowly disappear, and the light stand, no 
longer zealously tended, would gradually flicker out. How slowly! But 
how surely and how deadly! 

“Thou hast left thy first love” (Rev. 2:4). 

 A watchman slumbering at his post with a cold, empty lamp in his 
hand! 

 But none of this had begun when this epistle was written. All is 
light and joy and Paul writes freely and warmly of the things nearest to 
his heart—of the things he desired to share with the Corinthians, but 
could not because they were yet carnal and had to be carefully fed with 
milk as babes. 

mailto:jsommer393@msn.com
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 He writes of the deep things of the glorious, predestinating purpose 
of God in Christ. He writes of the fellowship of the mystery, of the 
multitudinous unity of the Spirit, of the love of Christ which passeth all 
knowledge and which constrained Paul to superhuman effort and 
endurance on behalf of his brethren. 

 He writes of the fullness of God with which they were filled and by 
which they were gloriously strengthened with might in the inner man, 
and of the wonderful time in the future to which all creation was 
painfully travailing when God would gather together in one all things in 
Christ. 

  Contemplating their love and faith and unalloyed zeal, he ceases 
not to give thanks unto God continually, and he prays that they may 
fully know within themselves the inexpressible joys of the working of 
His mighty power. 

* * * 

“Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints.” 

 —the separated ones, the holy people “Be ye holy even as I am holy, 
saith the Lord.” 

“…to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ 
Jesus” (Eph. 1:1). 

  Paul broadens his salutation to include not only the holy ones in 
Ephesus, but also that select and blessed few who in all ages come 
under the category of “the faithful in Christ Jesus.” Does this include 
us, too? Are we among the “faithful in Christ Jesus”? 

 Faithful means many things. First, it means “firm in belief,” having 
the full assurance of faith, unquestioning and undoubting, single-
minded adherence to God's Word. 

“Without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he that cometh to 
God MUST BELIEVE” (Heb. 11:6). 

  Secondly, it means “true to one's word”—faithfully fulfilling one's 
promises and obligations. 

“Faithful is He that calleth you, Who also will do it” (1 Thess. 
5:24). 

“The Lord thy God, He is God, the faithful God which keepeth 
covenant and mercy” (Deut. 7:9). 

Third, faithful means “steadfast in the face of temptation,” holding 
firm and unmoved come what may. 

“Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown of life” 
(Rev. 2:10). 
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  Then faithful means “trustworthy in guarding what has been 
entrusted,” and diligent in its use. 

“He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and 
he that is unjust in the least is unjust in much” (Lk. 16:10) . 

“It is required in a steward that a man be found faithful” (1 Cor. 
4:2). 

  Let us remind ourselves of that—the little things are just as 
important as the big things for all is a matter of principle. Often, 
indeed, the little things are more important than the large things, and 
little sins worse than big ones. Why? Because while big transgressions 
may be the result of human weakness under great pressure, the little 
ones are often a sign of just plain heedlessness and lost love and 
enthusiasm for God. 

  It is the little sins and little services that paint the true picture of 
the heart; the daily acts of faith or faithlessness, unaffected by either 
momentary stress or momentary enthusiasm. 

  Many of God's faithful committed grievous transgressions—they 
fell low, but when they came to themselves He received them again 
with joy, for He knew that their hearts were set upon Him and their life 
was bound up in His, though they were overcome for a while. 

  Again, faithful means “trusting and dependent” unwavering; 
confidence and reliance. 

“If God so clothe the grass of the field . . . how much more will He 
clothe you, ye of little faith?” (Matt. 6:30). 

“Why are ye fearful, ye of little faith?” (Matt. 8:26). 

  And, finally, faithful means “true and constant in affection,” 
having the entire heart and mind firmly fixed upon an object of 
devotion. It means steadfastness in love. This perhaps is the foundation 
of all its other means—the basis or motive power of all, for “Faith,” 
says Paul (Gal. 5:6), “worketh by love.” 

  Such then are the faithful in Christ Jesus; the ones to whom Paul is 
speaking throughout this epistle; the ones for whom these blessings are 
reserved— 

 “This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith” 
(1John 5:4). 

By this we can measure ourselves. 

* * * 

Verse 3: “Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and 
from the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
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  What is grace? What mental pictures does the word create? It is 
difficult to define. It carries the atmosphere of harmony, and loveliness, 
and courtesy, and kindness, and gentleness. It is, in brief, godliness of 
deportment. 

  From grace we derive two related words—graceful and gracious. 
Graceful is defined as “displaying beauty in form or that is, grace of 
body; while gracious means displaying beauty of the mind and 
character. 

“Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father.” 

  “Be clothed with humility,” counsels Peter (1 Pet. 5:5), “for God 
giveth grace to the humble.” And John records with an awe that is ever-
new— 

“The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth” (Jn. 1:14). 

  That is the ideal combination. Grace and Truth. It is easy to stress 
one to the exclusion of the other, and some tend to err one way and 
some the other, but neither Grace nor Truth is complete alone. 
Christendom at large makes much of Grace, but cares little for Truth. 
But Grace alone, though pleasant has no eternal value. It must cling to 
the sturdy stock of Truth to give it vitality and purpose. 

  Likewise Truth without Grace is like light without warmth. It is 
frigid and unmoving. It is easy to be convinced without being aroused, 
and if we convinced someone without arousing them, we only add to 
their condemnation without showing them the power to rise out of it. 

  The multiplication table is truth, but it is without grace. It is 
possible, out of a desire to avoid the errors of Christendom, to present 
the Gospel of God in the same sterile fashion as a mathematical 
equation—to declare its truth with the implied attitude that: “There it 
is, take it or leave it.” This error must he carefully avoided, too. 

“Let your speech be always with grace” (Col. 4:6). “Speak that 
which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the 
hearers” (Eph. 4:29). 

That must be the purpose of all that we say— 

“To administer grace unto the hearers.” 

  Truth itself is indeed a worthy object of search and attention, but it 
is the grace we find woven throughout all the Truth of God that kindles 
our love and affection. Let us, then, as Peter counsels (2 Pet. 3: 18)— 

“Grow in grace, AND in knowledge.” 
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Let the two grow side by side, each helping the other. 

“Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 1:2). 

  Peace—tranquility, freedom from disturbance or agitation, calm, 
harmony, concord, exemption from fear. Not, as some picture it, an 
emotional vacuum, but a calm inner serenity that external factor can 
touch. A serenity unshakably rooted in a perfect oneness with the 
Eternal Author of Peace. Jesus calmly said, in the dark night of agony 
and desertion that led to the cross— 

“Peace I leave with you: MY peace I give you . . . Let not your heart 
be troubled, neither let it be afraid!” (John 14:27). 

Present conditions around us, both within the Household and 
without, emphasize the preciousness and blessing of peace. Not of 
course, peace at any price—that is a fools’ paradise—but true, well 
grounded, God given peace. 

There are, of course, always those to whom the thought of peace does 
not appeal, those to whom excitement and pleasure have a much more 
tantalizing ring. But this is a limited and pitiable mentality. The 
thoughtful student soon realizes that God has so constituted us that our 
deepest and fullest happiness demands quiet peace of both mind and 
body and that, in this present life, it is the greatest blessing that God can 
give. 

Now the Scriptures define certain elementary principles concerning 
peace, and the first is that, like every other good, it doesn't just happen, 
but has definite causes. Peace is not the toy of time and chance. It does not 
come to us as the caprice of the cycle of fortune. It is determined by 
law—fixed, divine law. 

And furthermore, it is something that requires working and planning and 
earnest effort. It is, in a sense, a matter of learning and practice, just like any 
other worthwhile accomplishment. We must learn how, and then, by 
practice, develop our skill. We must be prepared to make a great, all-
consuming effort, if we truly value the prize. The first relevant statement 
of Scripture is this— 

“I make peace . . . I the Lord do these things” (Isa. 45:7) . 
This is lesson one. True peace begins in God. And lesson two is— 

“There in NO PEACE, saith the Lord, to the wicked” (Isa. 48:22). 

Peace is divinely bestowed in proportion to righteousness—”GREAT 
PEACE have they which love Thy Law” (Psa. 119:165). 

Loving the Law does not, of course, mean abstract admiration, for 

“THIS is the love of God, that we keep His commandments” (1 Jn. 5:3). 
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Solomon declares— 

“My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments; for 
length of days, and long life, AND PEACE, shall they add unto thee” (Prov. 
3:1, 2). 

And Isaiah says— 

“The work of righteousness shall be peace” (Isa. 32:17).  

Obedience, then, is the first key to peace. We must accept this primary 
fact at the outset, before we even begin to take the course. It is 
inescapable, and the wise man will not kick against the pricks. The 
delicate balance of our minds and moods, that control which determines 
between tranquility and turmoil is reserved within the almighty power 
of God. 

  We may ignore God's counsel and we may so arrange our outward 
circumstances by worldly provisions and guarantees that we seem 
assured against all the vagaries of chance, and peace appears to be 
inevitable, and men may envy us mightily, but still the divine verdict is, 
“Thou fool.” 

  An obedient heart—a heart that yearns to obey and to conform 
itself to the holiness of the object of its affection—is an essential 
prerequisite to peace. Paul says of them that obey not God 

   “The WAY of peace have they not known” (Rom. 3:17). They 
want it but it is hid from them. Paul says further we must— 

“Follow after the things that make for peace” (Rom. 14:19). 

  Peace is made, and we must learn how to make it. If we would 
have peace, we must take the steps that lead to peace. It is not enough 
just to hope for it, and to pray for it. We must consciously set our 
course toward it, and we must keep moving along that course. Paul gets 
a step closer to telling us how when he says in this same epistle to the 
Romans (8:6)— 

“To be SPIRITUALLY-MINDED is peace.” 

  Peace is a state of the mind. It does not depend upon the things that 
happen to us. They can't give us peace or take it from us. Peace 
depends upon how we receive them, and react to them. It is godliness 
with contentment—doing right and being satisfied. 

Zacharias, father of John the Baptist, said of Christ's birth— 

“The dayspring from on high hath visited us . . . to guide our feet in 
the way of peace” (Lk. 1:78, 79). 
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  Here again is the same thought “The WAY of peace.” The 
dayspring to whom Zacharias refers reveals this way in Matthew 11:28, 
29— 

“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me.” 

That is, Copy me, Follow my example— 

“…for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls.” 

“REST unto your souls” is a very good synonym for peace, and the 
way to it is, “Be meek and lowly.” Take it easy. Be content with little. 
Leave the worrying to God. Settle back into the everlasting arms. Cast 
your care upon Him. Turn it all over to your Father. Give up the frantic 
struggle to keep up with the mad and endless treadmill. 

  Relax your grip upon the things that are vanishing, and let the 
world rush by. Don't look after it longingly, because it isn't going 
anywhere—but of course it doesn't know that. 

“Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth 
understanding . . . Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her 
paths are peace” (Prov. 3:13, 17). 

“To be spiritually-minded is peace” (Rom. 8:6). 

“He that is spiritual discerneth all things” (1 Cor. 2:15). 

  This is the basis of his peace, and it is a real and genuine 
foundation. His peace is founded upon knowledge—the knowledge 
that— 

“ALL things work together for good to them that love God” (Rom. 
8:28). 

  It is only necessary to know the truth, and be really convinced of it, 
and to live in harmony with it, to achieve peace. It doesn't require self-
deception. We don't have to pretend, or run away from the facts. We 
only need to stand well back and get a good clear picture of everything 
in its true proportion, and peace is the inevitable result. 

  Everything in God's universe is progressing according to schedule. 
There is nothing out of hand. God is in full control. The plan is rolling 
forward gloriously; and the present puppets which loom so large and 
self-important are but passing shadows. 

  And we've got to hold on to that picture! We must not let it fade 
away and be replaced by the sordid, distorted, fractional view that is 
apparent to our immediate senses. 
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  Such, then, are the ingredients of peace. Supply these ingredients, 
and the desired result must follow. Let us list them. 

  First, love, for that is the root and mainspring of all virtue. 
Meaning, of course, true scriptural love—pure, zealous and intense, 
“hating even the garment spotted by the flesh” love that is bigger and 
stronger than fear. 

  Then obedience: that naturally follows. That is the fruit that 
identifies the tree of love, and a tree is known by its fruits. 

Third, lowliness—for there is no peace in struggling endlessly up 
toward barren and elusive pinnacles of empty glory. A relaxed sense of 
nothingness and powerlessness. A contentment to be of small account, 
knowing that man's puny accomplishments and vain honors are 
worthless in God's sight. The world cannot give us peace. Peace is in 
the hand of God, kept for His children alone. 

“The Lord will bless His people with peace” (Psa. 29:11). 

  Fourth, meekness—mildness of temper, forbearance, humility, 
patience. True strength of character and power of mind. Self-control. 
Being big enough not to be petty and resentful. 

“The meek also shall increase their joy in the Lord” (Isa. 29:19). 

“He will beautify the meek with salvation” (Psa. 149:4). “The 
hidden man of the heart . . . the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit” 
(1Peter 3:4). 

  Then graciousness—for if we are to have real peace our outward 
contacts must leave us with no inward regrets. We must learn to give of 
our best to everyone—to treat everyone with studied courtesy and 
kindness—never too big or too busy to be kind and considerate. 

  And this, to mean anything, must be without regard to persons. If 
angels ever deign to visit us unawares, they are not likely to come 
disguised as pompous bank directors or corporation presidents, but as 
very simple, common people. 

  Sixth, wisdom—vision and discernment, for peace requires a keen 
perception that pierces through the disquieting and deceptive outward 
appearance of things. We must live by the things that are not seen, for 
these are the real things. We must, with Moses, “see Him who is 
invisible” (Heb. 11:27). 

  Finally, spiritual mindedness for peace is essentially a spiritual 
quality. The carnal mind never knows peace for it ever burns with an 
insatiable flame of bitterness and envy, lust and desire. Only God can 
calm the raging of the storm, and say to our troubled mind, “Peace, be 
still.” 
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“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on 
Thee” (Isa. 26:3). 

  Such, then, are the seven pillars of the temple of peace, the seven 
keys to the garden of spiritual rest. 

“Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 1:2). 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places” (Eph. 1:3). 

It is these “spiritual blessings” in heavenly places that should fire 
our zeal to transform ourselves for God. Not so much for what God has 
done for us. Let us go deeper than that. It is for-the love that caused 
Him to do it. Paul exclaims elsewhere, with an overflowing heart 

“Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift” (2 Cor. 9:15). 

“We love Him,” says John, “because He first loved us” (1John 
4:19). His love is so intense and so electrifying that, when it meets a 
receptive heart, even this common clay cannot but be charged and 
transformed. 

But it must be kept in the direct focus of that influence. Our light, 
like that of the moon, is only reflected glory, and fades quickly when 
the source is obscured. So again we perceive that all is of Him, even 
our love for Him. 

What are these “spiritual blessings in the heavenlies” of which 

Paul speaks? They are summarized in John's words—”Behold what 
manner of love the Father hath bestowed on us, that we should be 
called the sons of God!” (1John 3:1). 

FULL adoption into the divine family, with all its privileges! He 
throws the door to Himself wide open. Sonship implies fellowship and 
communion, confidence and dependence. He could offer us no more 
than to offer us Himself. No higher honor. No greater blessing. And He 
gives it to us freely, merely upon our promise to be faithful, and to give 
Him in loving return the pitiful little we have to give— 

“All things are yours . . . the world, life, death, things present, things 
to come; ALL ARE YOURS!” (1Cor. 3:21, 22). 

“Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling . . . 
what manner of persons ought we to be in all holy conversation and 
godliness!” (Heb. 3:1; 2 Pet. 3:11). 

Holiness, the divine eternal beauty of holiness, is the purpose of all 
this manifestation of love toward us. If it fails to move us to ceaseless 
and wholehearted efforts in that direction, it has missed its object and 
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failed in its purpose. This is the end to which all is directed, as Paul 
continues here in Ephesians 1:4— 

“According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of 
the world, THAT WE SHOULD BE HOLY and without blame before 
Him in love.” 

That is the glorious secret of His purpose—a people perfected in 
holiness by love. Not by force or fear, but by love. Holiness is the 
watchword of the future. Even the bells of the horses are to be 
inscribed, “Holiness to the Lord” (Zech. 14:20). 

“And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called the 
Way of Holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it” (Isa. 35:8). 

And they shall sing with triumphant ecstasy- 

“Who is like unto Thee, Lord, GLORIOUS IN HOLINESS? . . . 
Thou in Thy mercy hast led forth the people which Thou hast 
redeemed; Thou hast guided them in Thy strength unto Thy holy 
habitations” (Ex. 15:11-13). 

Such was the Song of Moses, upon the deliverance of Israel, and 
such will be the Song of Moses and the Lamb. “Every man that hath 
this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure . . . BLESSED 
ARE THE PURE IN HEART” (1John 3:3; Matt. 5:8). 
                                                                                —Bro. G.V.Growcott 

 

Men of Sign 

Our first four subjects this morning are Adam, Abel, Isaac and 
Joseph.  But this is not going to be a talk per se, after all this is a study 
day, which in my mind means audience participation.  So I am going to 
devote about fifteen minutes to each subject – I will start with about 
five to seven minutes of remarks and then ask for your thoughts for 
about 5-7 minutes, then move on to the next subject. 

But before we get to Adam, I thought it might be good to talk about 
what a type is! 

The word “type” is derived from the Greek and it is variously 
translated in the New Testament as figure – pattern – fashion – manner 
– form – and example.  There is one general idea that is common to all 
those words, and that is “likeness”.  You see, a person, event or thing is 
so fashioned or appointed as to resemble another.  The one is made to 
answer to the other in some essential feature; or in some particulars, the 
one matches the other. These two things are called “types and 
antitypes” and the link which binds them together is the 
correspondence and the similarity of one with the other. 
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So, what are the features of a type?  A type must possess three well 
defined qualities. 

It must be a true picture of the person or thing it represents or 
prefigures.  A type is a draft or a sketch of some well-defined feature of 
redemption, and therefore it must in some distinct way resemble its 
antitype.  For instance Aaron as High Priest is a rough figure of Christ, 
the Great High Priest. 

The type must be of divine appointment, because in its inception it 
is designed to bear a likeness to the antitype.  So both type and antitype 
are preordained by God to be part and counterpart of the scheme of 
redemption. Therefore, as sometimes it may be centuries that lie 
between the type and its accomplishment in the antitype, only divine 
wisdom alone can ordain the one to be the picture of the other.  In other 
words only God can make types. 

A type always prefigures something future.  Really a scriptural type 
and a prophecy are in substance the same – the only difference being 
the way they are presented.  This is also what distinguishes a symbol 
from a type.  A symbol can represent a thing from the past, present or 
future, as in the symbols of the bread and wine.  But a type always 
looks to the future – which is why the antitype is always greater than 
the type. 

And then there are three broad classifications of types. 

Personal types – Like we are delving into today.  These personages 
of the Scriptures whose lives and experiences illustrate some principle 
of Truth of redemption in Christ, such as Adam who was a “figure of 
Him who was to come”. 

Historical types – Those great historical events that by God’s 
providence became foreshadowings of great things to come such as the 
deliverance from the bondage from Egypt, the conquest of Canaan and 
the call to Abraham. 

Ritual types – Such as the altar, offerings and tabernacle. 

So types are really just pictures and object-lessons by which God 
taught His people concerning His plan of salvation. The Mosaic system 
was a sort of kindergarten in which God’s chosen people were trained 
in divine things, by which also they were led to look for better things to 
come.  So one might say that God in types of the Old Testament was 
teaching His children their letters and now in the New Testament He is 
teaching them to put the letters together and find that the letters spell 
CHRIST. 

And now our first subject for consideration is ADAM – 

Romans 5:14 – “The figure of Him that was to come” – Christ 
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Eve – woman out of first Adam – type of ecclesia – so the ecclesia 
is formed out of Christ 

Eve subject to Adam – ecclesia subject to Christ 

Adam had dominion over all living things – Christ is to have 
dominion over all the world. 

Adam was created in the “image and likeness of God” – the last 
Adam (Christ) is described as being “the image of the invisible God” 
(Col 1:15) Adam in describing Eve said she was bone of my bones and 
flesh of my flesh – Paul describing Christ’s love for ecclesia (Ephesians 
5:30) “For we (the ecclesia) are members of His body, of His flesh and 
of His bones”. 

Covering, animals skins and shedding of blood represented the 
“Lamb slain from the foundation of the world (Christ) whose blood 
covers our sins. 

First Adam blamed Eve – second Adam blames no one but died for 
our transgressions – willingly submitting to His Father. 

Adam as the federal head of the human race, typed the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the “second Adam” who likewise is the federal head of those 
redeemed out of humanity to become the creation of God (Revelation 
3:14) equal to the angels to die no more. 

In Adam man was subjected to sin and death, in Christ there is 
deliverance from both, sin and death.  “As by one man’s disobedience 
many are made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made 
righteous.”  Romans 5:19. 

Also as a side note, Between Adam and Christ there is 60 
generations and we all know that the number six bears the significance 
of man.  But what is unique is the generations leading up to Christ are 
in segments of six 10’s – with each tenth ending on a significant 
personality.  First ends with Noah, second is Abraham, third is Boaz, 
forth is Uzziah, fifth is Zerubbabel and sixth is “Joseph, the husband of 
Mary of whom was born Jesus who is called Christ.” 

ABEL 

Cain was the seed of the serpent, Abel was the seed of the woman. 

Both Abel and Christ were killed by the seed of serpent or sin. 

The events of Abel’s life foreshadow those of Christ. The 
appointment of Seth typified the resurrection of the Lord; the 
punishment of Cain pointed forward to the judgment of AD 70 given to 
the Jews who crucified their Savior.  Nevertheless the record is careful 
to point out that Christ’s blood speaketh better things than that of Abel 
(Hebrews 12:24). Abel’s blood cried out for vengeance; but in addition, 
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Christ’s blood cries out for mercy on those who base their faith in it. 
Abel’s blood, though that of a righteous man (Matthew 23:35) cannot 
atone, but Christ’s blood does (I John 1:7). 

Abel means “vain or empty” which is the way he considered this 
life just as Christ did while He was upon earth. 

1) He was the first shepherd of the Bible just as Christ is our 
shepherd 

2) In replacing Abel with Seth, God typically raised him from 
the dead like Christ 

3) Abel is to be raised from the dead (Hebrews 11:39-40) 
representing being bruised in heel like Christ who is raised and 
immortal, having overcome his heel bruising. 

As another side note, there are interesting parallels between Cain 
and Abel AND Saul and David. 

1) Cain a tiller of the ground – so was Saul (I Samuel 11:5) 

2) Abel was a shepherd – so was David 

3) Cain jealous of Abel – so was Saul jealous of David 

4) Cain sought to worship God in his own way – Saul was 
guilty of same mistake 

5) Cain killed Abel – Saul tried to kill David 

6) God provided another seed in place of Abel – God 
delivered David from hand of Saul 

Abel is clearly set forth in the Bible as a type of Christ. 

ISAAC 

1) Isaac was born by the intervention of the Holy Spirit – so 
was Christ 

2) Abraham did not withhold his only son – either did our 
Father, His only son, Jesus 

3) The two men that went with them to the mount typify the 
two men who were crucified on either side of Christ 

4) The three days journey to Isaac’s place of sacrifice in 
Genesis 2:4  could typify the three days Christ was buried 

5) Isaac carried his own wood to the sacrifice just as Christ 
carried His own cross to His sacrifice 
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6) Isaac could have violently opposed this terrible event, yet 
he willingly submitted to the demands of his father. A type of Christ 
who was a willing and obedient sacrifice. 

7) Isaac’s being saved from death by God’s intervention by 
the angel typifies death being unable to hold Christ by his resurrection 
from the grave and the ram foreshadowing the “lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world. 

There is one more connection that I would like to throw out for your 
consideration before comments – 

8) Genesis 25:20 says – “And Isaac was forty years old when 
he took Rebekah to wife.”  Forty is the number of probation and it is 
significant that Isaac, who is a type of Christ, should take his bride at 
that particular age.  For it appears to foreshadow the “marriage of the 
Lamb” after the period of probation for those who constitute “the 
Lamb’s Bride”. 

JOSEPH 

Concerning Joseph’s life, Brother Thomas wrote in Elpis Israel: “A 
parable is the setting forth of a certain thing as a representative of 
something else.  Hence, it is a comparison, or similitude…Whether 
spoken or acted, parables are dark and unintelligible to those who are 
not skilled in the things of the kingdom; but when once they come to 
comprehend these, the things they resemble immediately are made so 
much more interesting, and capable of containing so much more matter, 
than any other book on the same subject, and of the same size…Hence, 
the life of Joseph became a living parable by which was represented to 
Jacob and his sons, and to believers afterwards, what was to be 
transacted in the life of Christ.”  (pp 280-285) 

1) Joseph was hated by his brethren and sold for 20 pieces of 
silver and cast into a pit - typical of a grave…likewise Christ was hated 
by his own and sold for 30 pieces of silver and cast into a grave. 

2) Joseph’s brothers, who knew he was alive, pretended he 
was dead but later were forced to admit he was indeed alive…likewise 
the Jews, who caused Christ to be put to death, later could not deny the 
reality of his resurrection and was therefore alive (Matthew 28:11-15) 

3) Joseph being in his prison-grave, interpreted accurately the 
wine-bearing butler’s dream of being restored in three days to his 
rightful place which is typical of Christ’s death and resurrection after 
three days in the heart of the earth. 

4) Joseph being “sold into Egypt” represents in type the 
gospel sent to the Gentiles, after the rejection of Christ at the hand of 
the Jews. 
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5) Although at first finding favor with the Gentiles, Joseph is 
cast into prison, being falsely accused and innocent.  Christ also in his 
innocence had to endure false accusations. 

6) Joseph is put in prison with the butler and baker – each 
keeper of the wine and bread which is representative of the two 
emblems of Christ’s death. 

7) After interpreting Pharaoh’s dream Joseph is exalted and 
made ruler over all the land of Egypt…likewise Christ is exalted to His 
Father’s side and has been given all power over powers and rulers in 
heaven and earth. 

As a final remark – 

8) It is interesting to note that upon the rejection of Joseph a 
severe famine came upon “all the lands” including the land of Canaan.  
Likewise, historians like Josephus tell of a sever famine in Jerusalem in 
AD 70 – which was also predicted by Christ himself in Matthew 24:7. 

                                                                            Bro. Jerry Connolly 

 

Signs of the Times 

"The emptying of Syria is the biggest forced migration of humanity 
since the Second World War. Millions of individually shattered lives 
will reshape the Middle East — and the world beyond — for 
generations to come". 

News article just written. How does this fit prophecy? 

Isa. 17:1 “An oracle concerning Damascus. Behold, Damascus will 
cease to be a city and will become a heap of ruins.” 

Isa. 17:2 “The cities of Aroer are deserted; they will be for flocks, 
which will lie down, and none will make them afraid.” 

As well as in Jeremiah... 

Jer. 49:23 Concerning Damascus: "Hamath and Arpad are 
confounded, for they have heard bad news; they melt in fear, they are 
troubled like the sea that cannot be quiet.” 

Jer. 49:24 “Damascus has become feeble, she turned to flee, and 
panic seized her; anguish and sorrows have taken hold of her, as of a 
woman in labor.” 

Jer. 49:25 “How is the famous city not forsaken, the city of my joy?” 

Jer. 49:26 “Therefore her young men shall fall in her squares, and 
all her soldiers shall be destroyed in that day, declares the LORD of 
hosts.” 

Jer. 49:27 “And I will kindle a fire in the wall of Damascus, and it 
shall devour”  
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The time is close brethren and sisters. Focus on the future that is 
before us. Keep the vision and keep the faith. Yahweh will perform 
what He has promised.                                            —Bro. Dan Jackson 

 

Syrian Update 

The Trump administration yesterday, said they would quit 
supporting the Syrian rebels. Essentially, that means Assad has won, as 
prophesy dictates he should. Syria makes up a part of the northern 
crescent of nations which ally with the King of the North, or Russia. 
From New York Times: “President Trump has ended the clandestine 
American program to provide arms and supplies to Syrian rebel groups, 
American officials said, a recognition that the effort was failing and 
that the administration has given up hope of helping to topple the 
government of President Bashar al-Assad.” [END QUOTE] 

The nations which ally with Russia are obviously Persian or Iran, a 
Shi’ite majority, Shi’ite ruled nation. Cush or Iraq (although some think 
this is Ethiopia—I don’t) which is a Shi’ite majority, Shi’ite ruled 
nation, and Syria which is a Sunni majority, Alawite (a branch of 
Shi’ite) ruled nation. It is the Sunni population which has suffered the 
devastation to date, as they rebelled against the rule by a minority of 
the population. The civil war has begun an incipient fulfillment of the 
prophesies bro. Dan has mentioned, and crippled the Sunni population 
who, if they could establish their goals, would try to establish a Sunni 
government, placing them in alliance with Saudi Arabia (Sheba and 
Dedan), contrary to Bible prophesy. 

So there has now been three really big prophetic moves in the 
Middle East since the Trump trip to the Middle East. The giant arms 
deal to Saudi Arabia, (with Israel’s blessing) strengthening the ties 
between Tarshish and Sheba/Dedan; the breaking of the financial 
support to the Sunnis of the northern alliance (Isis & Taliban,) through 
the pressure brought to bear on Qatar by other Sunni nations of the 
Southern alliance. And now the stopping of the US support of the 
Sunnis of Syria. 

While not a consequence of the trip, another huge recent 
development is the redeployment of 5,000 US troops, more if 
necessary, in Afghanistan. That brings the number of US troops to just 
under 15,000. Bro. Thomas identified Afghanistan as the nation 
“beyond the rivers of Cush” (Ethiopia in the KJV—again, I doubt it) 
from where Tarshish would shadow Israel with wings.                            

                                                                             —Bro. Jim Phillips 
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Meditations—Deity’s Ways No. 96 
“IF any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men 

liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him” (James 1:5). 
This is definite and encouraging, but let us not lose sight of the 
conditions which underlie the promise. No request for wisdom will be 
heeded by God unless the one who makes it is moved by a pure motive, 
and looks in the direction from which wisdom alone can come. Upon 
the first of these points some further words of James are relevant, “Ye 
ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it 
upon your lusts.” In our prayers for wisdom let us have clearly before 
the mind an object for wanting it which is pleasing to God, and when 
the blessing has been received, let us employ it in that way, and in no 
other. How many prayers, may be, remain unanswered, how many 
brethren and sisters, possibly, advance no further than babyhood in 
relation to the truth, solely on account of the fact that God knew that 
His gift would be employed in unworthy ways, as a power to smite and 
wound unlawfully, or to “show off” to the glory of self. As to the 
second point, divine wisdom comes through the channel of the 
Scriptures, and the man who turns from these, can expect no response 
to his prayer. Let us examine ourselves in these matters, and act the part 
of true and sensible beings. 

As we read Ezekiel’s writings, with our eyes open to the sins of 
Christendom, how striking is the similarity between his times and our 
own. Both are characterised by apostacy and great wickedness. The 
priest and the people in both cases are alike in their unfaithfulness to 
the Word of God. The sins rampant now are the same as then. In the 
past, as now, the sceptic was loud in his contention that God had ceased 
to take interest in the earth, and that time had falsified the sayings of 
the prophets, “Every vision faileth.” Then, as now, the clergy, by their 
pagan and flesh-pandering doctrines, had lulled the religious into a state 
of apathy and fatal complacence. “The vision that he (Ezekiel) seeth, is 
for many days to come,” “With lies ye have made the righteous sad, 
whom I have not made sad; and strengthened the hands of the wicked, 
that he should not return from his wicked way, by promising him life.” 
Then, as now, divine judgments were impending, and the people were 
blind to the soul-stirring signs of the times. What are the lessons? That 
we (1) believe the Scriptures, (2) distrust the teaching of the clergy, (3) 
avoid the broad path of the unreflecting multitude, and (4) show 
Ezekiel-like courage and fidelity in our duty as watchmen. 

Better to praise a brother Porter, who employed his modest ability 
and attainments in unfolding in the Millennium the life-giving truths of 
the gospel, than an Archdeacon Farrar who prostituted his liberal 
education in perverting in his Life of Paul the teaching of the Bible 
concerning the Kingdom and destiny of man and the earth. Some of us 
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are too much inclined to overrate the scholastic attainments of the 
clergy—too much inclined to bend the knee in the presence of mere 
learning. To eulogise the leaders of the apostacy, although the eulogy 
may only apply to their acquaintance with Hebrew and Greek, is 
dangerous. When done, it requires very careful qualification, otherwise 
it may prove misleading to the young and unwary among the 
brotherhood. In God’s sight, what is the value of learning when 
unaccompanied by divine revelation? Paul tells us in 1Cor. 1. Yea, 
what is God’s opinion of men who use that learning to make of none 
effect, as do the clergy, the threats and promises that He has made? We 
have the answer in His terrible denunciations of Israel’s false prophets. 
We have it in the scathing words addressed by Christ to the clergy of 
his day. We have, too, the information reproduced in the faithful 
writings of Dr. Thomas and brother Roberts. We are apt to draw too 
kind and favourable a distinction between an open and avowed sceptic 
and a cultured, influential leader in spiritual Babylon. Let us not forget 
that, when Christendom’s religious systems are overthrown, and their 
upholders recompensed, the true saints are to shout again and again, 
“Hallelu Yah.” 

“The worst adversity now is truest kindness, if needful to make us 
acceptable then (in the day of the Lord’s appearing). It is in this light 
that I try to bear the depressing embarrassments in which my 
unwisdoms have involved my affairs. The world is a vast bog in which 
the greenest spots are sometimes the most dangerous. I trust in the 
Lord’s forgiveness because of my aims. ‘He discerneth the thoughts 
and intents of the heart.” These are the words of our late brother 
Roberts, extracted from a letter written not long before his death. 
Ponder them, ye who were his friends. Do the same, ye who were his 
foes—if perchance they come within your gaze. They are the edifying 
upliftings of a voice under the influence of the truth. They are not 
words of abuse or complaint, but of David-like resignation, uttered with 
God and the Kingdom in view. They are also a frank admission of 
short-comings. But what are the short-comings to which our brother 
refers? They consisted of lending, giving, helping, when his financial 
position did not warrant it, of unwisely entering upon commercial 
enterprises (about which he knew little or nothing) in order to meet the 
liabilities incurred through this unjustifiable benevolence. May we, 
dear readers, never be guilty of greater sins! But if we should be, and 
find ourselves landed where our brother was, in hopeless muddle, then 
may we be as scripturally-minded as was he. 

“Don’t join that meeting—no chance there of getting on—too many 
to pass.” “What brother would talk like that?” Let us hope that none 
would; and if he did, that none would take the advice. To unite one’s 
self to a meeting for the sake of attaining to a position of prominence is 
most unworthy, though a sin easily committed. If we are called on to 
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decide between two meetings, let our choice fall on that meeting in 
which, irrespective of any thought of coming to the front, we may best 
serve the interests of the truth. It was the love of preeminence that led 
Diotrephes to turn his back on an apostle, and the same feeling has 
caused many others since then to drift from valuable and true friends. It 
is easy to delude one’s self over this question by thoughts about the 
lawfulness of desiring the office of a bishop (1Tim. 3:1), and the 
coveting the work of a prophet (1Cor. 14:39), but let us pause and ask, 
what would make such a desire acceptable to God? Not a craving for 
place and power, but the possession of such characteristics as are 
enumerated by Paul in 1Tim. 3:2–7. As to whether we have these, let 
others judge. 

Let us not treat the aged with disrespect. To do so is reprehensible 
in the eyes of both God and man. “Thou shalt rise up before the hoary 
head,” said Moses, “and honour the face of the old man” (Lev. 19:32). 
Israel’s law-giver expressed the mind of God. Let us heed the teaching 
and show that we do so by our example. As a further step in this 
direction let us carefully train our young. Let us not only tell our 
children of the wishes of God, let us also explain to them the 
seemliness and reasonableness of them. Let us point out that old age is 
no crime, that we grow old because God has decreed it so, and that to 
speak contemptuously of the aged is to insult Him and mock His work. 
Irreverence toward the aged is, unfortunately, on the increase. Pagan 
Rome made it a crime for juveniles not to rise up in the presence of the 
aged. Professing Christians in our day would rather make it criminal to 
encourage this. We can do something by way of checking the evil in 
the circle of the brotherhood, if not in the world. We can do so by 
refraining from unseemly behaviour towards those advanced in years—
from poking fun and cracking jokes at their expense. We can also 
administer timely reproof where these failings are unworthily exhibited 
by those in whose company we may happen to be. 

                                                               —Bro. A.T. Jannaway  1911 

 
Thoughts  Gleaned By The Way 

By a Wayfarer 

The English word apostasy is defined as meaning “abandonment of 
what one has voluntarily professed: desertion of principles of faith.” An 
apostate is one who deserts professed principles of belief. To apostatize 
is to teach or persuade one to desert accepted principles of belief. 

The word is derived from the Greek “apostasia,” and it is used but 
twice in the scriptures, and it means falling away from, a defection or 
the forsaking of accepted principles or teaching. Paul uses the word in 
2nd Thess. 2:3, where he says: “Let no one deceive you by any means, 
for that day [the coming of Christ] shall not come except there come a 
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falling away first.” Here the apostle is referring to the great or falling 
away from the Faith which took place during the first centuries of the 
Christian era, the results of which was the creation of the Roman and 
Greek Catholic systems of false religion, from which also sprang the 
various creeds and denomination of Protestant Christendom. 

   The word “apostasia” is used in Acts 21:21, and is translated 
“forsaken,” where the Jews are accusing Paul of having forsaken or 
apostatized from the Law of Moses. However, though the word 
"apostasies" is used only twice in the scriptures, the act of committing 
apostasy is referred to throughout the scriptures, and, in the scriptural 
sense, refers to departure from the true faith and teaching of the 
scriptures. Apostasy differs from heresy in that the apostate is one who 
teaches a doctrine or holds opinions contrary to accepted and 
established forms of doctrine. The apostate teacher of error is also a 
heretic, but the heretic is not necessarily an apostate, as he may never 
have known the Truth. Apostasy differs from error and unbelief in that 
error and unbelief may be the result of ignorance, while apostasy can be 
committed only by those who have been favored by having known the 
way of Truth, but have deliberately departed therefrom. 

   Many causes of apostasy are given in the scriptures. Desire for 
leadership is a common one; as we read in Acts 20:30, where Paul is 
warning the Ephesian elders of coming apostasy. He says: "Also of 
your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw 
away disciples after them.” And thus it has been since the days of the 
Apostles. And ever since the days of Dr. Thomas there have been those 
who were not satisfied to be humble students of that great exponent of 
the scriptures but who in their pride and self-esteem desired a following 
of their own, have invented crotchets contrary to the Faith, and ever 
after spent most of their time and energies promulgating the same and 
trying to indoctrinate others with it. 

   In II Tim.4:3 we have described one of the most common causes 
of apostasy. It is Paul's warning of the falling away from the Faith 
which was already at work in his day. He exhorts Timothy to preach 
the word constantly with zeal and energy, "For the time will come 
when they will not endure sound doctrine, but after their own lusts 
(desires) shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears, 
and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned 
unto fables." The pleasing fables of the Agnostics, the subtle 
philosophy of the learned professors who had found their way into the 
ecclesias and the "good words and fair speeches" of the worldly-
minded compromisers took their toll, until apostasy 'reigned supreme 
and the faithful were reduced to an unrecognized minority, and the light 
of Truth was reduced to a mere flicker in the ecclesias. 
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   There are many causes and many kinds of apostasy, but all having 
the same basic meaning and result; the falling away or departure from 
the faith in doctrine and, or, practice. In the Epistle of Jude, verse 3, we 
have an exhortation to "contend earnestly for the faith," because that 
"certain men crept in unawares...turning the grace of our God into 
lasciviousness, and denying the Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ." 
In this epistle Jude shows apostasy fully developed. Total apostasy, 
which, as it always does, had a small beginning, but little by little 
whittled away at the true faith and the moral principles of the word of 
God until total 'apostasy was the result. It is an ominous warning that 
apostasy, though it may be small and innocent-appearing in its 
beginnings, like a cancer, grows to fearful proportions, unless speedily 
checked, until the last vestige of spiritual life and vigor had been 
extinguished. The outward profession maybe there. Like Sardis, they 
may have a name which they live, but they are dead. Or like Laodicea, 
may imagine they have need of nothing, but spiritually, are poor, and 
blind and naked. 

   In II Tim. 3:1-5 the Apostle Paul mentions many causes and many 
forms of apostasy, among which is self-esteem, covetousness or 
unbridled desire, unholiness, disobedience to the commandments of 
Christ, lovers of pleasure, godliness reduced to mere formalism, 
powerless, lifeless; despisers of those who are good, who are seeking to 
avert apostasy. It was this general state of apostasy which resulted in 
the formation of that ecclesiastical monstrosity, the church of Rome 
and her many harlot daughters; which began with the perversion of a 
few elements of the Faith and ended in total apostasy. And let no one 
be so blind as to think that they can condone just a "little error." As the 
accumulated drops of water swell into a mighty river, so error grows 
until all who tinker with it are swept into the ocean of total departure 
from the Faith that is pleasing to God. 

   Apostasy is the most dangerous form of opposition to divine 
teaching. For the infidel, the skeptic and the rank heretic are easily 
recognized for what they are, while the apostate always comes garbed 
in the clothing of deception. He outwardly professes “unswerving 
loyalty" to the very teaching which he is perverting. Coming in the 
robes of piety and professed love for the Truth and zeal for 
righteousness, he deceives the hearts of the simple. His “liberal” 
policies of fellowship appeal to the weak in faith and those who are 
impressed by large numbers. 

   Weak fellowship is in itself one of the most dangerous forms of 
apostasy, for it is bidding God speed to the apostate teacher. When 
error is harbored in any group of believers, and is allowed to exist for 
any length of time, it would appear to be almost, if not quite beyond 
reform. Therefore, there is but one sure way of avoiding contamination 
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with such a condition, and that is to "come out" from it. Teaching error, 
condoning it, or fellowshipping it appears to be so debilitating to the 
spiritual man that complete recovery from its effects appears very rare. 
This, it would seem, is indicated by the words of II Peter 2:21 - 

   "For it had been better for them not to have known the way of 
righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy 
commandments delivered unto them." 

   To us living in the time of the end, the warnings against apostasy 
are especially ominous. For we live in an age of so-called liberalism, in 
which the work of God, and even tried and true principles of living are 
being discarded for "modern" flesh-pleasing forms of religion. It would 
be tragic of some should be led away now, who have so faithfully held 
out up to the present. But it seems that this is so. Faithfulness for a little 
while will not save us. Apostasy from the solid foundation of sound 
doctrine and fellowship may ruin a life previously devoted to the Truth. 
It is faithfulness unto death which will win the crown. 

                                                                       —Bro. O. Beauchamp 

 
 

The Mystery of Godliness - 2 

“I WILL BE WHO I WILL BE” 
“He that hath seen me hath seen the Father”—John 14:9 
“I am in the Father, and the Father in me”—John 14:10 

“God was manifest in the flesh”—1 Timothy 3:16 
“I and my Father are one”—John 10:30 

BY BROTHER JOHN THOMAS 

In 1877 (as at most other times) there were crotchets afloat concerning 
Christ and the manifestation of God in and through him. Some were 
endeavouring to use Bro. Thomas’ writings to support the “mere man” 
theory then current. Others-missing the beauty of the true doctrine he 
expounded of the Mystery of Godliness, “God manifest in the flesh,” by 
not following him carefully and closely — were accusing him of 
confounding Christ with God along Trinitarian lines. A brother therefore 
assembled the following extracts from Bro. Thomas’ writings, to give a 
balanced picture. We are not concerned with the crotchets, but there is 
great value in meditating on these divine  things. Our mind can never be 
other than its natural state—a useless shrivelled bag of rubbish destined 
to death like all the rest of the animal world—unless we meditate long and 
lovingly on the revealed spiritual things of the Word. This alone can 
expand the mind from its natural cramped smallness, and cause us to be 
lifted from the perishing animal state up to the enduring spiritual state. 
“This is life eternal, that they may KNOW Thee.” —Bro. G.V.Growcott 

“The Logos became flesh, and dwelt among us; and we beheld his 
glory, glory as of an only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth”—John 1:14 
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THE LOGOS 

THE apostle who had the honour of receiving the Apocalypse for 
transmission to the servants of the Deity has called our attention to the 
consideration of the fountain and origin of life and power in what is 
commonly called the Gospel according to John. He there points us to a 
certain commencement, and saith— “In the beginning was the Logos, 
and the Logos was with the Theos, and Theos was the Logos” (John 
1:1). 

In the AV this reads— “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God.”  

We may see from this the propriety of God styling Himself “the 
First,” “the Beginning,” and “He Who is and Who was.” He was from 
the beginning, whether that beginning be referred to the Creation 
narrated by Moses, or a remoter beginning before ever the earth was; 
and none but a fool, the Spirit saith, would affirm that God is not.  

Though John introduces 2 words into the text, he is careful to 
inform us that they are not representative of 2 Gods contemporary with 
the beginning, but of 1 only; for he expressly says that— 

“Theos was the Logos.” 

In this text then there is ONE DEITY, and He is styled the LOGOS. 
This word signifies—  

“The outward form by which the inward thought is expressed and 
made known; also, the inward thought or reason itself. So the word 
comprehends both the ideas of REASON and SPEECH.”  

Hence, by John styling Him the Logos, it was equivalent to 
affirming that He was a Reasoner and a Revelator. Or, as Daniel 
declared to Nebuchadnezzar— 

“The Elahh in the heavens revealed secrets . . . the deep and secret 
things” (Dan. 2:28, 22). 

But was the Deity reason and speech only? In other words, an 
abstraction independent of substance, or, as some affirm “without body 
or parts”? To preserve us from such a supposition, John informs us—  

“The Logos was with the Theos.” 

Here was companionship and identity— 

“The Logos was with the Theos, and Theos was the Logos.” 

Never was there a conceivable point of time or eternity when the 
one existed without the other (Prov. 8:22-30)-  

“Yahweh possessed me (saith the Logos) in the beginning of His 
way, before His works of old. I was set up from olahm (the hidden 
period), from the beginning, or ever the earth was.  
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“When there were no depths, I was brought forth; when there were 
no fountains abounding with water. Before the mountains were settled, 
before the hills was I brought forth; while as yet He had not made the 
earth, nor the open places, nor the highest part of the dust of the world.  

“When He prepared the heavens I was there; when He set a compass 
upon the face of the deep; when He established the clouds above; when 
He strengthened the fountains of the deep; when He gave to the sea His 
decree that the waters should not pass His commandment; when He 
appointed the foundations of the earth—  

“Then I was by Him as one brought up with Him (the Logos was 
with the Theos), & I was daily His delight, rejoicing always before 
Him; rejoicing in the habitable parts of His earth, and my delights were 
with the sons of men.”  

No Logos, then there would be no Theos; and without Theos, the 
Logos could have no existence. This may be illustrated by the relation 
of reason, or intelligence and speech, to brain, as affirmed in the 
proposition: No brain—then no thought, reason, nor intelligence.  

Call the brain Theos; and thought, reason and understanding 
intelligently expressed, Logos; and the relation and dependence of 
Theos and Logos, in John's use of the terms, may readily be conceived. 
Brain-flesh is substance, or the hypostasis that underlies thought; so 
Theos is substance which constitutes the substratum of Logos. Theos is 
the substance called Spirit, as it is written,  

“Theos is Spirit” (John 4:24). —and he who uttered these words is 
declared to be himself both substance and Spirit.       —Eureka 1:89-91  

* * * 

THE Hebrew representative of THEOS is AIL. This is a primitive 
word which to the mind of the Hebrew always presented the idea of 
strength and power. It is applied in the prophets to the Former of all 
things when contemplating Him in His Almightiness. The meaning of 
the word is strength, might, power; and when used of a person signifies 
a mighty one, a powerful one, a strong one, a hero. The first place in 
which it occurs is Gen. 14:18 where Melchizedek is styled 'the Priest of 
the Most High AIL.' This teaches, by implication, that there are other 
Ailim, but that He Whose priest Melchizedek was, was the highest of 
them all.                            —Eureka 1:93  

* * * 

SPEAKING of Himself in His address to the ends of the earth, AIL 
says— “Look unto Me, for I am AIL, and none else” (Isa.46:22). 

And to Israel He saith (Isa. 43:10)—  “Ye are My witnesses, and 
My servant whom I have chosen; that ye may know and believe Me. 
and understand that I, YAHWEH, am He.  
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“Before Me, AIL or Power has not been formed, nor after Me shall 
be.”  

—a testimony that identifies Ail with the Logos and Theos of John, 
which, as ONE POWER, he saith (1:3)—  

“Made all things, and without Him was not anything made that was 
made.” 

From Him came the Apocalypse, as it is written (Rev. 1:1)—  

“A revelation which the THEOS committed to Jesus Christ.”  
                                                    —Eureka 1:95  

* * * 

IN the Name and Memorial revealed at the Bush, the Deity declared 
that He would be a person, or persons, not then manifested. He 
announced to Moses that He was the Mighty Ones Who had appeared 
as '3 men' to Abraham, and as 'a host' to Jacob; but that at a future 
period He would manifest Himself in others, even in persons of the 
Adamic race. Hence, in view of this new manifestation, and to keep it 
constantly in remembrance, He imposed upon Himself the Name of 
EHYEH, I Will Be. And this Name of the Deity was to retain its import 
in a certain time hidden in the future.  

The time when it shall no longer be memorialized is not yet arrived. 
It is to continue for the Olahm, for that epoch when (Rev. 1:4-7)—  

“He Who is, and Who was, and Who is coming. . . shall come with 
the clouds, and every eye shall see Him; and all the tribes of the earth 
shall wail before Him” (Rev. 1:4-7).                             —Eureka 1:98  

* * * 

YAHWEH or Yah, as a noun and signifying “He Who Will Be,” is 
then the Memorial Name the Deity chooses to be known by among His 
people. It reminds them that HE will be manifested in a multitude. . . 
This multitudinous manifestation of the One Deity—One in many and 
many in One by His Spirit—was proclaimed to the Hebrew nation in 
the formula of Deut. 6:4— 

“Hear, O Israel YAHWEH our ELOHIM is the ONE YAHWEH.” 

That is—  

“He Who shall be our Mighty Ones is the One Who shall be.” 

Certain Mighty Ones are promised to Israel . . . The Deity will be 
manifested in the Sons of Deity: He in them and they in Him by the 
One Spirit. And this company of Sons, led to glory by the Captain of 
their salvation, is— 

“The ONE Who shall be . . . the ONE YAHWEH.” 

Of these Sons or Elohim, One is “the Firstborn”—  



                                                                                                      Berean 2017—276 

 

“The Child born, and the Son given” (Isa. 9:6). 

He is the Eloah in Chief, the “Head of the Body” in whom “it 
pleased the Father that all the fulness should dwell,” that “among all he 
might have the pre-eminence”—Col. 1 18-19.  

This ELOAH is the great theme of prophecy. His manifestation was 
predicted in the promise of the Woman's Seed—Gen 3: 15; in Isaac—
Gen. 21:12; of the royal Shiloh from Judah—Gen.49:10; of the 
sceptred Star out of Jacob—Num.24: 17; of the Divine Son assured to 
David—2 Sam.7: 14; born of a virgin—Isa. 7: 14; and to rule upon his 
throne—Isa. 9: 6-7.  

In these testimonies it was revealed that he should be both Son of 
man and Son of Deity. How this could be, otherwise than is related in 
the New Testament, would be impossible to devise. The Spirit saith:  

“Is there an Eloah without Me? Yea, there is no Rock: I know none” 
(Isa. 46:8). 

The manifestation therefore must be by the Spirit of the Deity, or 
not at all. The time of manifestation was appointed and placed on 
record in Dan. 9:25, and— 

“When the fullness of the time was come, the Deity sent forth His 
Son, made of a woman” (Gal. 4:4).  

—begotten, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will 
of man, but of the Deity—John 1: 13—by Holy Spirit coming upon her, 
and power of the Highest enveloping her: therefore also the holy thing 
she bore was called a Son of Deity, and named JESUS—Luke 1: 35, 
31. Thus, says John— 

“The Logos became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his 
glory, glory as of an only-begotten from the Father, full of grace and 
truth” (John 1:14).  

For (v. 17)— 

“The Law was given thru Moses; the Grace and the Truth came thru 
Jesus Anointed.”  

Now, “Theos was the Logos,” says John; that is, Deity was the 
Word; and this Word became flesh in the manner testified. Was the 
product therefore not Deity? Did the union of Spirit with flesh 
annihilate that Spirit, and leave only flesh? Was the holy thing born a 
mere son of Adam? Or “the fellow” and “equal” of the Deity— 
Zech.13:7; John 5: 18; Phil. 2:2? The latter unquestionably.  

After this manner, then, the ETERNAL POWER, or Yahweh, 
became flesh; and commenced the initiation of His promise that He 
would be to Israel for Elohim. The chief Eloah was now born; and as 
the STAR OF JACOB cradled in a manger, received the homage of the 
wise, and the acclamation of the heavenly host. This babe was the 
“body made in secret”—Psa. 139: 15; Heb. 10: 5 thru which the 
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ETERNAL SPIRIT, when it should attain to the “fulness of the times,” 
designed to manifest Himself. That time had arrived when—  

“Jesus began to be about 30 years of age” (Luke 3:23) 

He was now to be “sent forth,” being—  

“Made under the Law, that them under Law he might purchase from 
it, that we might obtain THE SONSHIP” (Galatians4:5).  

His sending forth was subsequently to his immersion, and preceded 
by his anointing with Holy Spirit. Tho born of “YAHWEH'S 
Handmaid” six months after John the Immerser, John said of him—  

“After me cometh a man who hath been preferred to me; for he was 
before me.” 

Isaiah styles him YAHWEH and Elohim in his prophecy concerning 
John as the “Voice” that was to herald his manifestation, saying— 

“Prepare ye the way of YAHWEH; make straight in the desert a 
highway for our Elohim” (Isaiah 40:3).  

The Father was one Eloah, and Jesus was another; so that in the 
unity were developed 2 who, in the Hebrew plural, are termed Elohim. 
Here then was a practical illustration of the phrase so often occurring in 
the Scriptures of the prophets, “YAHWEH Elohim'' most incorrectly 
rendered in the English Version “LORD God.” Based on this 
combination of Holy Spirit and flesh, Jesus said to Nicodemus—  

“I say unto thee, WE speak what WE do know, and testify what WE 
have seen, and ye receive not OUR witness” (John 3:11).  

Here was plural manifestation IN UNITY. This is abundantly 
evinced in all the New Testament. Hence on another occasion Jesus 
said to the Jews— 

“I and the Father are one” (John 10:30). 

One what? We are, in the words of Moses, “One Yahweh.” The 
Jews, who “judged after the flesh,” were indignant at this, and 
attempted to stone him for blasphemy, saying that— 

“Being a man, he made himself Deity” (John 10:33). 

But Jesus rebuked the charge with an unanswerable argument—  

“Is it not written in your Law, I said ye are Elohim, and Sons of the 
Highest, all of you (Psa. 82:6)? If He (the Deity) called them ELOHIM 
to whom the word of the Deity came (that is, to their fathers), and the 
Scripture cannot be broken, say ye of him whom the Father hath 
sanctified and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest, because I said I 
am the Son of the Deity? … know that the Father is in me, and I in 
Him” (John 10:34-8).  

“He who hath seen me hath seen the Father” (John 14:9).  
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They judged after the flesh—John 8:15, and therefore imagined his 
words were flesh; that is, the mere utterances of the thinking of the 
flesh. But he told them that this was not so, for he said—  

“My teaching is not mine, but His Who sent me” (John 7:16). 

And John also testified that— 

“He whom the Deity had sent spake the words of God” (John 3:34). 

—as Moses had predicted in Deut. 18:18 concerning the Christ, 
saying—  

“I (God) will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak unto 
them all that I shall command him and whosoever will not hearken unto 
My words which he shall speak in My Name, I will require it of him.”  

And so when the Word became flesh, the Word-Flesh recalled 
attention to what Moses had written, and said (John12:48-9; 6:68)—  

“He that rejecteth me and receiveth not my words . . . the word that I 
have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day. For I have not 
spoken of myself; but the Father Who sent me, He gave me a 
commandment what I should say and what I should speak . . . the 
words of eternal life.”  

The words, then, that came out of the mouth of Jesus are to be 
received as the direct teaching of the Eternal Spirit, and to be 
interpreted of Him.    —Eureka 1:101-103  

* * * 

THE ETERNAL POWER is the Logos or Word, which is identical 
with Theos or DEITY, glowing in light: SPIRIT substantial and 
corporeal.                —Eureka 1:105  

* * * 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, beginning and ending, saith the 
Lord, the Who is, and Who was, and Who is coming, the Omnipotent” 
(Rev. 1:8).  

These words announce to us that He Who is coming is “The 
Almighty”; also that this Almighty One pertains to the past, the present, 
and the future; that he has a “beginning” and also an “ending,” as 
symbolized by the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, Alpha and 
Omega.  

But let the reader understand that this annunciation is not an 
announcement that the Eternal Theos, styled “the Father” had a 
beginning. If He had not always existed without beginning, there would 
have been no Creation. To imagine a time, or point of past eternity, 
when Theos or Ail, commonly styled “God,” did not exist, would be to 
suppose an epoch when there was nothing—no existing thing; and this 
supposition would be to make nothing the intelligent and wise creator 
of something, which is palpably absurd.  
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No; the annunciation before us carries us back no further than that 
“beginning” to which John had already introduced his readers, in the 
book he had already written, to convince men Jesus is the Anointed 
One, the Son of the Deity; and that believing they might have life thru 
his Name—John 20: 31—the beginning of the pre-existent Deity, by 
His Spirit-Effluence or Logos, becoming flesh: the beginning of the—  

“Great Mystery . . . Deity manifested in Flesh” (1 Tim. 3:16). 

This manifestation, then, as we have shown, had its beginning. It 
began in Jesus, Son of David and Son of Deity.          —Eureka 1:151  

* * * 

THE “clouds of heaven”—Dan.7: 13 constitute the Son of Man, 
who is brought before the Ancient of Days when “they” who compose 
him themselves come into His presence. The Ancient of Days is “the 
Lord the Spirit,” the “Quickening Spirit,” the Logos in David's Flesh, 
who is the Head of this Son of Man.           —Eureka 1:166  

* * * 

JESUS Anointed was the Glory of Yahweh. This is proved by 
John's testimony that—  

“The Logos became flesh and dwelt among us (Israelites), and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth . . . And of his fulness have all we received, and grace 
for grace; for the Law was given thru Moses; the Grace and the Truth 
(represented by the Law) came thru Jesus Anointed” (John 1:14-17).  

This Glory of the Father was seen by “Judah and his companions” 
in the evening—Exodus 16: 8 of the Mosaic Aion; and he was seen in 
the wilderness, as Isaiah had predicted, saying (40:3-5)—  

“The Voice of him that proclaimeth in the wilderness, Prepare ye 
the way of Yahweh, make straight in the desert a highway for our 
Elohim . . . and the Glory of Yahweh shall be revealed, and all flesh 
shall see together.”  

This was partially fulfilled in the evening of the Mosaic Aion, as 
related in regard to John the Baptizer. He was that Voice; the Spirit 
descending in the form of a dove was Yahweh or the Logos; and Jesus, 
the Eloah of Israel who, when anointed, became (as the voice of John 
proclaimed) “our Elohim”; or the Logos the Eloah from heaven become 
flesh in Jesus, the other Eloah of the house of David.  

These two Elohim dwelt among the Jews as “the Only Begotten of 
the Father”—Son of Power and Son of Man—who hath declared the 
Invisible Deity to men.          —Eureka 1:312  

 
 [This is a five part exposition on the “Mystery of Godliness” from different 

works by Bro. Thomas recorded in the Bereans for Feb-June 1977] 
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Hints For Bible Markers 

The Psalms 

Psalm 7 

Psalm 7:7-8 

“So shall the congregation of the people compass thee about: for 

their sakes therefore return thou on high. (8) The LORD shall judge the 

people: judge me, O LORD, according to my righteousness, and 

according to mine integrity that is in me.” 

As far as the righteous are concerned this will be the most 

glorious time. It will bring about their salvation in all the things they 

desire most in this world. Unfortunately, until this time comes about 

they will receive their share of misunderstanding, hatred, and trials. “If 

the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.” 
(John 15:18). Therefore they look forward to this time, the day their 

current experience will disappear and “that time when his (Christ) glory 

shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.” (1 Peter 

4:13). They are prayerfully, with abundant longing in their hearts, 

looking for his return, the coming of a friend, who will overturn 

wickedness surrounding them.  

 

Psalm 7:9 

Oh let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end; but establish 

the just: for the righteous God trieth the hearts and reins. 

The continual plea in the hearts and minds of the righteous is for the 

time when this age of wickedness, this period of suffering, this season 

of human failure, when the kingdom of men will come tumbling down, 

struck by the “stone was cut out of the mountain without hands,” and 

“the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: 

and the kingdom shall not be left to other people”. God will send Christ 

to do this and he will “establish the just” of all ages past and present. 

Under their righteous reign all nations will be blessed through the 

knowledge of Yahweh. “They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, 

as the waters cover the sea.” (Isaiah 11:9). “For the earth shall be 
filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters 
cover the sea.” (Habakkuk 2:14) 

    

Continued next month should the Lord will                                                                bro. Beryl Snyder 


