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Studies and Thoughts BY BROTHER JOHN THOMAS 

BLESSED IS HE WHO WATCHETH 
"Blessed he who watcheth and keepeth his garments, that he 

walk not naked, and they see his shame " (Rev. 16:15). 
The apocalyptic benedictions are not mere ornamental fig

ures of speech, thrown in, as it were, for the ventilation of 
pious feeling. They are substantial and joyous realities, prom
ising present and future benefits. Thus-"Blessed he that 
readeth and they that understand the words of this prophecy, 
and keep those things which are written therein; for the time is 
near" (Rev. 1:3). 

He that reads, understands, and keeps "the sayings of the 
prophecy of this book, " thereby places himself in the blessed 
companionship of the apostle John, and of his brethren the 
prophets, one of whom (whether Enoch, Moses or Elijah, we 
know not) was the bearer of the apocalypse to him (Rev. 1:1; 
22:7-10). 

The knowledge herein revealed, understood and kept, is an 
infallible preservative against all the wiles of the adversary, 
and all the delusions by which the worshippers of the Beast's 
Image are deceived, and made meet only for capture and de
struction. 

Again, blessedness is pronounced upon them who die in the 
Lord, in Rev. 14:13. These are the same as they who keep the 
sayings of the prophecy. The text informs us when they are 
blessed-at the time, namely, when as constituents of the Per
fect Man, they rest from their arduous labours. 

But they are greeted with benediction as candidates for the 
high honour and glory of which he is the subject. This candida
ture is predicated upon "watching and keeping the garments ;" 
not upon watching, or looking, only, but upon keeping the gar
ments, as well. In this sense it is that the Christ personally 
shall appear without sin to them who are looking for him for 
salvation (Heb. 9:28). 

They must first put on the garments, and then keep them 
from being soiled by the corruptions of the flesh and world. 
None can watch scripturally, who do not "keep the sayings of 
the prophecy of this book;" for, without an understanding of 
them, it is impossible to know the signs of the advent, and 
whether it is near or afar off. 

All the world sees the facts in regard to the Ottoman, Papal, 
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Austrian, and French powers; but it knows not what is indi
cated thereby, or whether anything is signified at all . This is 
the case also with many who profess that they are not of the 
world, but whose practice belies their profession. They talk 
glibly about the advent, but they are neither in the faith, nor 
do they know what it is. Such are "naked," and have no gar
ments to keep, and all their professed looking for Jesus is not 
the "watchin g" of the text before us . 

But they who are truly "watching and keeping their gar
ments" are blessed in that they see "the Sign of the Son of 
Man in the heaven ," by which they are wamed to trim their 
lamps with "the knowledge of the Deity 's will, in all wisdom 
and spiritual understanding," that, when his arrival is an
nounced, they may go forth to meet him with all confidence 
and joy. 

They are "blessed" in being able thus to stand before the 
Judgment Seat of Christ, in thewildemess of Ternan; but more 
blessed still will they be when the account they are able truth
fully to render of themselves is accepted and approved, and 
they are pronounced by the Judge to be the blessed of his 
Father (Matt. 25:34); and are exalted to be sharers with him in 
his joy (Matt. 25:21). In this exaltation they will have attained 
to that perfect blessedness to which they are called in the gos
pel of invitation to "the marriage supper of the Lamb" (Rev. 
19:9). 

Being adopted, by the transforming power of the Spirit, as 
constituents of the Perfect Man, they are "blessed and holy:" 
not blessed only, but holy likewise. 

"Be ye holy in all manner ofconduct: because it is written, 
Be ye holy, for I am holy" (1 Peter 1:15, 16). 

This was their character in the days of their flesh; but, be
ing now participants of the Perfect Man, they are holy, in the 
sense of the incorruptible and immortal "Fir stfr uits" of the 
resurrection. On them, the second death will have no power; 
but they shall be priests of the Deity and the Christ, and shall 
reign with him a thousand years (Rev. 20:6). 

Such is the blessedness which results from doing the com
mandments of "the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and 
the End, the First and the Last." By obedience to his institu
tions, they obtain "the right," whi ch, not being forfeited by 
misconduct, is realized in "the adoption, to wit, the redemp
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tion of the body of us," who-"are kept by the power of the 
Deity through faith for salvation, ready to be apocalypsed in the 
last time" (1 Peter 1:5). 

As the blessed constituents of the Perfect Man, they are the 
Tree of Life, and the Great City, the holy Jerusalem, into which 
they have entered, and whose name is written upon each (Rev. 
3:12). The door is yet open to all who aspire to so great and 
exalted a destiny: as it is written
"Blessed they who do his commandments, that they may have 
right to the tree oflife, and may enter in through the gates into 
the city " (Rev. 22:14). 

The penalty incurred by neglecting to watch and keep the 
garments, is expressed in the words, "that he walk not naked, 
and they see his shame." 

When a body comes out of the dust of the ground, and there 
is impressed or written upon its organization a character pre
viously developed in a former state, if that character is bad, 
such a person is said to "walk naked," even though he might 
be abundantly supplied with clothes. He is morally naked, and 
certain to be put to shame. Being morally naked, he will con
tinue to walk naked, in the sense of not being "clothed upon 
with the house which is from heaven;" that is, his earthy body 
will not be transformed into an identity with the spirit-body 
of the Lord Jesus. 

He will be dealt with judicially after the example of the first 
man, who, after receiving sentence of death, was "dri ven " with 
shame from the Divine presence to live awhile in sorrow and 
pain and then to die and rot in the dust from whence he came 
(Gen. 3:24). Such is the unhappy future of those "who profess 
to know God, but in works deny Him;" and who, being "in 
Christ Jesus, walk after the flesh ." After this order, "they come 
forth into a resurrection ofcondemnation," in which they reap 
of the flesh the corruption due to what they have hereunto 
sown. 

But, the first man of the earth was put to shame before a 
plurality of Divine Personages. This is evident from the narra
tive, which records the sayings of the Judge, who remarked, 
"Behold the man is as one ofus, knowing good and evil. " The 
"US" is indicative of the associates of the speaker, styled by 
Moses YAHWEH ELOHIM. These it was who, in the language 
of our text, "saw his shame." 
Berean 2014 401 



This Court ofAssize in Eden, which condemned the man of 
the earth to remain earthy unto death because of one offence, 
is the type, for example, of the future Court of Assize in Ternan, 
where his earthy representatives, who come forth from the 
dust as he, will be tried, or scrutinized, and justified or con
demned, according to their works." As in the case of the first 
human pair, this justification and condemnation will be pro
nounced and carried into effect before a plurality of dignitar
ies. In relation to the condemned, this is indicated in the word 
bleposi, "THEY see" his shame. 

If it be inquired, who are the "they," it must be admitted, 
that the words of Rev. 16:15 do not inform us. The exposition, 
however, I have given, will supply this lack. The man of the 
earth condemned to walk naked in his shame, will stand in the 
presence of the Lord Jesus, of the angels of his power, and of 
the justified constituents of the Perfect Man, all of whom will 
be embodiments of the power or spirit of the Eternal Father. 
This "I" who comes "as a thief upon the sons of the night, is 
the "they" who see the shame of the earthborns, who are sen
tenced to condemnation with the world. 

And this interpretation is in harmony with the words of 
Jesus, who saith in Luke 12:8, "whosoever shall confess me 
before men, him shall the Son of Man also confess before the 
angels of the Deity, and before my Father who is in heaven;" 
and "whosoever shall be ashamed of me, and of my words, of 
him shall the Son of Man be ashamed when he shall come in 
his glory, and the Father's, and of the Holy Angels (Luke 9:26 ): 
"I will deny him before the Father" (Matt. 10:33). 

So that what we confess, or deny, and do in the present 
state, will define our moral standing at the bar of the Divine 
Court of Ternan; where "they who are accounted worthy to 
obtain of that aion (the Resurrection-Aion) and of the resur
rection from among the dead (which gives entrance into it) 
are equal to the angels:" all else are repudiated, or denied, and 
put to shame before all "his servants, both small and great," 
whether angels, or constituents of the Perfect Man. 

-Eureka3:590 

The more you learn of the Scriptures, the less you will WANT 
to learn of anything not eternally useful. The more interested 
you are in the Scriptures, the less interested you will be in any
thing not related to God and the Scriptures.-G.v.G. 
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Voyage To Australia And New Zealand 
And Other Lands 

(Continued) 

Sunday, June 21st-The sea quieter this morning, and the 
wind not so strong. Sky cloudless; sun shining brightly; sea 
glancing like oil, yet with a troubled look; our good ship plough
ing faithfully along day and night, and taking me steadily home
wards-homewards. 

But 0 , I am a lonely stranger on board this ship, and have 
to take such deep drinks at the fountain of our God in Bible 
reading, singing and prayer. In this I find sublime strength 
and confidence. 

I have a talk with home friends every day, reading one or 
more letters, of which I have a big bundle now. 

It would be unspeakably pleasant to have a breaking of bread 
with true disciples on this first day of the week. I am as a 
sparrow on the housetop-as a pelican in the wilderness. 

The pleasant promise with which the voyage opened has all 
vanished. The young doctor salutes occasionally from a dis
tance. "Prophetic rot" has brought me-you know. I am se
verely avoided; well, in eight or ten days it will all be over, and 
will get among new friends and new letters. 

It is a wonderful institution, this system of postal communi
cation over all the world. No matter where you are, there is a 
vast machinery and a vast army of servants at your disposal to 
convey whatever message you may have, anywhere. 

A thing unknown in ancient days, and days not very far 
ancient. A preparation doubtless for the age of happy inter
course that will come with righteousness in new heavens and 
new earth. 

The Pacific is a solitary ocean. Although dotted all over with 
islands on the map, none of these are visible except at the 
beginning and end of our voyage. We meet no ships, see no 
birds, discern no living thing in the water-nothing but a vast 
melancholy waste of waters, and the untiring silent arch of 
heaven. 

Our ship is a little world sailing through space, and like the 
larger world, has little dwelling for wisdom. The oppressive 
struts of pride make it a wilderness. 

If I had only one companion, it would take off the rigours. 
Perhaps it is the last voyage I shall be so much alone. Other 
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times--eertainly next time-that is, after reaching home, I shall 
have very congenial society. Probably, always hereafter, one or 
other will be coming or going with me. 

Then, as part of the monotony, the wind is always blowing 
one way, north-east for days and days. At home, this would be 
a biting wind, but here it is quite balmy. When we get to the 
other side of the equator, the wind is steadily south-east (the 
wind chart tells me). These are what are called the trade winds. 

I wonder what makes the wind blow always one way near 
the equator? Perhaps it is the diurnal motion of the earth . The 
earth is always turning towards the east, and the motion is 
greatest in the middle belt, and may cause this constant mo
tion of the air from the east, the ear th slipping away from 
under the atmosphere "as it were." 

At all events, something in the wise arrangement of things 
prevents its stagnation and causes life and joy, if man would 
only allow. 

* * * 
Monday, June 22nd-This morning like all the rest-bright 

and boisterous. It is getting hotter. Presumably we are at the 
hottest, as we are now at the equator-half-way between the 
Fiji and Sandwich Islands. The thermometer stands at 85 in 
the shade. -

When I look back to the intense heat we experi enced in the 
Red Sea, and contrast it with the comparative coolness of to
day's record, I come to the conclusion that there must have 
been something wrong with the thermometer reading given on 
that occasion. Someone suggested this shortly after the appear
ance of the statement. I afterwards discovered there was a de
fect in the action of my thermometer, through air penetrating 
the mercury. 

I write this in the saloon. In the centre of the roof is an oval 
opening about 12 feet long and 6 feet broad, communicating 
with the music-room above. Since I commenced writing, sounds 
of a "service" have begun to come through , making it difficult 
to write. 

I do not quite understand this, as yesterday was Sunday-at 
least according to my reckoning: surely I have not overhauled 
time by a day. Perhaps the steamer adds a day to make up for 
the daily loss of time on her eastward voyage. I have just asked 
a fellow-passenger, and he is in the same quandary as myself. 
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I thought at first as there was no "service" yesterday, and 
the people tiring of their frivolous books, that they had ar
ranged for a mental anodyne. But I begin to fear it is all by 
rote. 

Whether or no, the performance creates mixed feelings. The 
singing is very pleasing for what it suggests, and easily stirs in 
the mind in the present desolate circumstances: the sound of 
Bible sentences causes the heart to leap for joy in the midst of 
the absolute spiritual aridity that prevails among these as
sembled people when they are left to themselves. 

Even the droning prayers with the name of Christ inter
jected, have a certain refreshing effect as the manifestation of 
a reverence that ought to be habitual and normal with every 
human being. 

But, 0, listen to the sermon that is now going on. The cleri
cal sorcerer is soaping these elegant and godless sinners down 
beautifully. Every good thought they have is the working of 
the Holy Ghost. Heaven is prepared for them all . If they go to 
the other place , he hints that is by accident. 

It is not wonderful that the people like the clerical institu
tion. It gives them a pleasant sleeping draught that sends them 
off into pleasant dreams. It enables them to sin without dis
tress, and to belong to the present world, while thinking them
selves the children of God. "O Lord, send out thy light and thy 
truth. Manifest thy judgment, that all nations may come and 
worship before thee. " 

Life on board is becoming somewhat monotonous---every 
one doing their part by rote, except the idle passengers who, 
having no God , lounge about and kill the time with frivolous 
books and idle talk. 

My daily programme prevents me feeling the time long. Here 
it is-1, bath ; 2, dress; 3, prayer; 4, walk on deck; 5, breakfast; 
6 , Bible reading on deck; 7, walk; 8, down to the saloon for 2Y2 
hours' writing; 9, an hour on deck, divided between Gibbon 
and walk; 10, lunch (a disagreeable process-it would be oth
erwise with sensible ways and congenial company); 11, an hour 
on deck, with Gibbon; 12, Daily News in cabin (a fresh paper 
every day out of stock sent me from home); 13, nap; 14, walk 
on deck, with singing and prayer; 15, (at 6.30) dinner (a disa
greeable performance; meal too elaborate-"king's dainty 
meats"-style too stately: people "stiff "! 
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Human beings turn refinement into an affliction: their re
finement is not refined enough: seasoned too highly with dev
iI's pride, and not enough with the sincerity of Truth and the 
humility of good sense, and the grace of true kindness); 16, a 
little miscellaneous reading in cabin; 17, two hours' writing in 
saloon; 18, an hour on deck under the stars, garnished with 
meditation, singing and prayer; 19, a few minutes' quiet think 
in cabin; 20, surrender to the daily taste of death. 

* * * 
Tidbits from today's reading: 1, Hannah's answered prayer 

was not a spoken prayer: "She spake in her heart: only her lips 
moved, but her voice was not heard" (I Sam. 13). 

This shows how easy it is for us to communicate with God. 
He requires no shouting or noise. At the same time, "her lips 
moved." This shows intense mental action . A listless prayer 
cannot be acceptable . How should we like people to speak to us 
half-heartedly? 2, The accusation against Eli : "Thou honourest 
thy sons above Me." 

This shows that friends must never come in the way of what 
we owe to God. This is what Christ taught: he even went fur
ther (Luke 14:26-27). But then, the other side : "Them that ho
nour m e, I will honour. " 

What an honour to be acknowledged of God in the presence 
ofthe angels (Luke 12:8). 

3, "In all their affliction, he was afflicted." If God felt it so 
much, why did He permit it? There is an object, "He doth not 
willingly afflict. " It is "that we may be partakers of his holi
ness" (Heb.12:10). "Our light affliction worketh for us an eter
nal weight ofglory. " 

And then, the other side: "The angel of his presence saved 
them: in his love, and in his pity, he redeemed them." This is 
the merest dip. 

Passed the equator today. I found out the explanation about 
the derangement of days. It was as I suggested. As the vessel 
comes eastwards, she loses a bit of a day with every revolution 
of the earth, and these bits make 24 hours when she has sailed 
quite round from any given starting point. 

For convenience of calculation, long. 180 deg. is selected as 
the spot where a day begins and ends. This line passes the Fiji 
Islands. We were there on Thursday last. Consequently, we had 
to make up for all the lost bits by putting an extra day in. 
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Thursday was repeated in the ship's log-which, of course, 
threw Sunday a day forward. If this was not done, a ship pass
ing long. 180 deg. eastwards would find her reckoning a day 
ahead of the rest of the world. As it is, we are brought level : 
but it causes a curious embarrassment to a diary. 

* * * 
Having called yesterday (Monday, June 22nd) , I must call 

today-
Monday (A)-A quieter day: wind and sea both down, but 

no sun: a cloudy sky, and occasional rain. Wind light and balmy. 
The Bible readings delicious, but nobody on board cares for 

them. The readings they like are the vacuous bubble-blowings 
of fellow-grinners. Even Gibbon they consider a bore. The Bi
ble-ugh! An emetic! It is truly melancholy to hear their empty 
conversation-highly cultured and sweet-mannered, but in
ane-as if the object of all education were to suffocate reason 
in amiability, and bandage every fair face with intellectual 
blinders, while the ship gently glides to perdition to the sweet 
strains of music. 

The hero of the hour is the man who can let ofTthe greatest 
number of foolish remarks with the greatest composure. In
terject a plea for wisdom, and down go eyes, down all noses. 

If they say, "There is a time for everything, " when is the time 
for the claims of common-sense, duty and God? It never comes. 
The state of things is what prevailed in Israel: "Every mouth 
speaketh folly and every heart is given to covetousness." 

IfGod said concerning Israel-"Shall not My soul be avenged 
on such a nation ?"-<loes he regard with any pleasure the grave, 
and expensive trifling of fine ladies and gentlemen who call 
themselves Christians and cast the word of God behind their 
back? 

The answer will presently come in sharp thunderclaps from 
the over-charged clouds that hang over the world 

I beg pardon , ladies and gentlemen. It would be pleasant to 
speak in a different strain. 

* * * 
Tuesday, June 23rd-Today bright and dry and sea a little 

rougher. Health better than yesterday, but company becoming 
more oppressive-finding each other out as it were. 

About two days off Sandwich Islands yet. I have a lot of 
Australian letters ready for posting there, and am now getting 
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ready English and American letters for posting at Vancouver. 
Have damaged a beautiful watch I got as a present before 

leaving England: How is that? Well you see, it is too hot to 
wear my vest. So I had to carry the watch in the pocket of an 
alpaca coat, which is rather deep and takes the watch deep in 
the tails, "as it were." 

Now, I forgot about my watch being there, and making an 
effort to sit on a deck chair, I am pitched heavily on one side 
with the lurching of the vessel, my coat-tails under me. Imag
ine the rest, I hear a slight scrunch. It does not strike me at 
the time what it can be, but afterwards-alas! (Bro. Edwards 
put it right afterwards.) 

* * * 
Wednesday, June 24th-Bright, breezy and rough. Voyage 

becoming monotonous in this absolute solitude: for now I never 
exchange a word with a soul : never even see the young doctor: 
I am afraid he is in the monkey state. Miss Bluestocking, next 
me at table, is barren except in social small wares in which I 
cannot deal. We have each tried to get rid of this horrid si
lence-she tries her way (occasionally), I try mine (ditto): but 
we make no headway. 

I have tried her with the new expedition to Dongola, the 
Jewish settlements in Palestine, the position of the Bible in 
society, meteorological phenomena at the equator. In each case, 
I have been stopped by a cui de sac, and have had to come 
back. 

She has tried me with the weather, which soon gives in: with 
Fijian scenery which I have not seen, and can only say "in
deed!" "ah!" with missionary allusions which I can only han
dle very gingerly. 

She gets on splendidly with neighbours opposite and to her 
right. (I am on the left at the end). Anecdotes of pug dogs; 
descriptions of different fruits, vegetables, and dishes; stories 
of greenhorns at sea; gossip about people being and thriving 
at various places visited: what mishaps befell bicycle riders, 
etc., etc., etc. Those are rattled off with great vivacity, not a 
word of serious moment for any human being, all trifle, traf
fic, and laughing gas. 

* * * 
Thursday, June 25th-A day like yesterday only not qui te so 

rough: blue sky, white clouds, sunshine and heaving, glancing 
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waters through which our vessel ploughs her way with motion 
enough to distress those who are not what is called "good sail
ors ." This is our sixteenth day out. She will bring us at last 
safely to land if God will. 

If our propeller were to break, we should be helpless, like a 
steam-boat which the Miowera, last voyage but one, found 
adrift rudderless on the ocean . She gave her a rope and towed 
her four days, and then during a rough night the rope broke, 
and in the morning she was nowhere to be seen. This was one 
of the things that delayed the sailing of the Miowera from 
Sydney. The other ship took refuge in an island, which she 
found in her neighbourhood when light dawned. 

The voyage is getting dreary for want of company. There 
are people enough on board, but none to whom I can speak. 

How many are there ashore? Some. There will be a muster 
of the Lord's friends at the appointed time. They are waiting 
in the grave to show themselves at the other end of the jour
ney. 

These frivolous, elegant, haughty people around me who 
cast the Word of God behind their backs, are only a fleeting 
picture. 

The company on board the Minnesota who distressed me in 
a similar way twenty-four years ago, when I crossed the At
lantic for the first time to bury Dr. Thomas-where are they? 
Gone! No power on earth could bring them together again. 

Where are the people that angrily shouted against Paul, 
''Away with such a pestilent fellow; he is not fit to live?" 

They could not be found with the most diligent search. 
Where are the railers, who , outside Lot's house, wanted to 

lay hands on his angelic visitors? They were ashes next day. 
''All flesh is grass, and the glory of man as the flower of the 
field. " 

When the friends of God are grieved by the contradiction or 
coldness of those who understand not their righteous ways in 
God, let them remember that affiiction cannot last longer than 
God requires. 

After that, joy and gladness among God's loving people for 
ever; the beautiful earth their inheritance, Divine friendship 
their solace, without check or hindrance, the boundless store
house of God's unmixed goodness, the portion of their rejoic
ing and lovely multitudes. (To be con tinued , God willing) 
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Through Much Tribulation 
By BROTHER G. V.GROWCOn 

(Continued) 

God has made certain revelations concerning His purpose. 
What He has revealed is truth and fact, and He has revealed it 
so that man may have a necessary foundation of truth to guide 
him. It is sheer presumption to assume that it is superfluous. 
God alone is the judge. "Many false prophets have gone out into 
the world," says John (1 In. 4:1), and the Word of God is the 
only defense against them. Wemust have the facts as surely as 
a ship's pilot must have a true chart of the course he is to 
follow. Otherwise we have no stability, no security, no assur
ance. We read (Acts 15:1)

"Certain men which came down from Judea said, Except ye 
becircumcised after the manner ofMoses,ye cannot besaved." 
Here is a case in point. There are always men rising up and 

saying we must do this or that. To withstand them and follow 
a straight course, we must know the facts. Only the Truth can 
make us free-free from the shackles of self-deception and base
less imagination. The fuller our knowledge, the deeper our un
derstanding, the keener our perception, then the freer and safer 
we are. Truth is precious above all things-not only truth in 
knowledge but in life and character

"Thou desireth truth in the inward parts" (Psa. 51:6). 
Returning to the original consideration-the blessing and 

comfort of true spiritual companionship, as illustrated by the 
co-labors of Paul and Barnabas-we find that there is much 
food for thought in the concluding verses of this 15th chapter. 

Truly there is no greater joy than to take sweet counsel 
together with others who realize and appreciate divine values, 
and to work with them, but this blessing, like many others, 
must be subject to the best interests of the Spirit. There are 
times, as we have seen, where companionship must end and an 
individual course must be followed. There are times when higher 
considerations intervene. 

We refer in this instance to the separation of Paul and 
Barnabas over the question of Mark. For ten years these two 
men had labored together in God's service, through privation 
and hardship, in spite of severe physical abuse and often in 
imminent danger of death. Here each saw his duty differently 
and joint action was no longer possible. 
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Men like Paul were no special creation exempted from the 
weakness of the flesh . They worked under the same limita
tions as we do. Revelations from God and possession of the 
powers of the Spirit did not smooth or soften the rough road 
they trod. Paul, beside the physical handicap of his "thorn in 
the flesh," often felt and expressed the need of his brethren's 
prayers for courage. 

Truly he was a rock and a pillar, but his strength was no 
fore-gone conclusion. Rather, as he says, did he learn strength 
through weakness-discovering among his own doubts and fail
ures and misgivings the fact that of himself he was nothing 
but that through Christ who strengthened him (Phil. 4:13) he 
could steadfastly run his course and fight a good fight of faith. 
Paul was but a willing and devoted, though weak, vessel through 
whom this work was accomplished. He said, and it reveals 
much

"Brethren, pray for me that I may open my mouth boldly" 
(Eph.6:19). 
According to human standards, he was an unsuitable ves

sel, as his remarks in various places indicate. His presence was 
not commanding-it required a spirit of understanding and 
forbearance on the part of his hearers, which at times he men
tions thankfully. 

His power was exclusively in what he said: the way he said 
it exercised no spell. His hearers, if moved at all , were con
vinced-not swayed with unstable sentiment and emotion. 

"My preaching was not with persuasive words ofMAN'S 
wisdom. " 

-no eloquence or oratory
"... but in demonstration of the Spirit and ofpower: that 
your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in 
the power ofGod" (1 Cor. 2:4-5). 
''Ah, Lord God!" said Jeremiah (l :6), "Behold I cannot 
speak, for I am a child. " 
"Who am I, " said Moses, "that I should go unto Pharaoh?" 

"You are nobody" is God's answer, "That is why you have been 
chosen, that no man should glory in men (I Cor. 3:21). You are 
but a tool"

"It is GOD which worketh IN you both to will and to do of 
His good pleasure" (Phil. 2:13). 
Until we realize our own intrinsic valuelessness and learn 
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to submerge ourselves, we are of little value in God's work. 
The issue upon which Paul and Barnabas divided was a mat

ter of considered and legitimate difference of opinion. Barnabas 
wished to take Mark on their proposed circuit of the newly 
established ecclesias: Paul objected to this because Mark had 
failed them on a previous occasion. 

As to which of them was more justified in the viewpoint he 
took it is impossible to determine, though our sympathies would 
favor Paul 's view. Paul's outlook was the more impersonal one. 
To him the paramount consideration was the success ofthe work. 
He was completely imbued with the inner conviction that he 
was a vital tool in the vast and eternal operations of the Spirit 
and he felt he dare not allow any personal motives to jeopar
dize the result. 

Mark had failed them, and doubtless it had been a serious 
and discouraging handicap and inconvenience at the time. Paul 
felt that he could not knowingly take a chance of a similar 
occurrence again and that, for the dangerous and arduous work 
in hand, he must take someone with a record of resolution and 
steadfastness. 

There is no evidence on Paul's part of personal feeling against 
Mark, and knowing Paul's loving and sympathetic character 
from his writings, we can be sure he found it vert difficult to 
take the unpleasant stand that he felt it was his duty to main
tain. 

Barnabas, on the other hand, was moved by other consider
ations. It seems clear that he viewed the matter more from the 
angle of Mark's position and welfare. Mark, of course, was his 
sister's son. Barnabas would know his characteristics very in
timately. He would feel able to judge his position much better 
than Paul could. 

He must have had strong reasons for believing that Mark 
could redeem himself, and strong assurances from Mark that 
there would be no repetition of his earlier desertion. He doubt
less felt that to refuse to give him the opportunity of offsetting 
his former failure would leave a permanent and unjustified 
stigma upon him and might discourage him to the extent of 
affecting his future. 

That Mark did subsequently prove faithful and illustrate 
with what "hardness he could endure as a good soldier ofChrist " 
does not necessarily prove that Paul was wrong. Paul 's prin
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ciple was that the work should come first and that any doubts 
should be resolved in its favour. 

And he probably thought too that if Mark had the disposi
tion and qualities that were required for the rigors of the pro
posed journey, then he would be able to see the reasonableness 
of Paul 's stand, and would not be permanently deterred by 
this unpleasant but necessary setback. 

Perhaps, furthermore, Paul's clear-cut attitude at this time, 
bitter though it may have been for Mark to receive, furnished 
the incentive for the faithful labors with which he later re
trieved himself. 

At least we have positive assurance (Col. 4:10-11; 2 Tim. 
4:11; 1 Cor. 9:6) that a full reconciliation between these three 
men was later effected on the firm basis of mutual labor and 
respect in the work of the Lord. And so though a conscientious 
difference of opinion unfortunately separated them for a time, 
still an honest and God-fearing pursuance of steadfast endeavor 
finally reunited them in firmer and deeper companionship, for 
Mark was of much value and comfort to Paul in the end. God 
did not permit the incident to erect a permanent barrier or 
cause permanent damage, but rather "all things worked to
gether for good" and "turned out rather unto the furtherance of 
the Gospel" by two parties setting out instead of one. 

In Acts 14:21 we read: "When they had taught many," or as 
the margin gives it, "had made many disciples . . . " What was 
it that convinced these people of the truth of Paul's teaching 
when the great majority were hostile and unreceptive? 

There was no natural advantage or incentive to belief in 
those days. It meant certain peril, persecution and ostracism 
from friend and kinsman. True, the apostles wrought miracles, 
but miracles of themselves do not convince. They did not con
vince the many others in these places who saw them performed. 
They invented other explanations for them. 

But even in these outposts of the empire there were those 
who were receptive to revelation and instruction. Humble, 
simple people with reverent, God-seeking minds and a depth 
of spiritual perception which through the ages has distinguished 
the handful of chosen vessels. 

To these, Paul 's teaching was not foreign and unintelli
gible-it was the divine answer to a long-felt search and need. 
Their minds having long pondered the evidences of invisible 
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divinity around them (as Paul describes in the opening chap
ters of his epistle to the Romans), they received with eager 
gratitude the God-provided explanation and solution. 

These were no haphazard converts captivated by novelty 
and emotion. The present disadvantages of conversion would 
call for careful consideration and firm resolve. They had long 
sought for God "if haply they might feel after Him and find 
Him" (Acts 17 :27). Therefore while the vast majority, as al
ways, despised and ridiculed the uncouth and unattractive 
preacher, a few prepared vessels perceived and responded to 
the divine power of his message. 

'~ many as were ordained to eternal life, believed" (Acts 
13:48). 
Are we among such? Are we, in the sight of God as He scans 

the broad and turbulent expanse of human history, among 
those very, very few who stand out as His servants, His friends, 
His children? If we are, it is wholly on the basis of a vast dif
ference between ourselves and the world-not just a differ
ence of detail or circumstance or interest-that is not suffi
cient to mark us out where myriads are forgotten . It requires 
an entirely different course of life. We must directly reverse 
most desires, must be completely submerged in devotion to 
Him. The "living sacrifice" that He demands can mean no less 
than this. 

Does this condition exist within and among us? Upon this, 
and this only, depends our union with these devout disciples of 
so long ago . Outward appearance-profession-Iong familiar
ity, mean nothing . .. absolutely nothing. God is no respecter 
of persons. His choice is made upon rigid and inflexible prin
ciples. The countless millions are allowed to die . The few who 
are chosen to life must be very, very different to justify the 
choice. Many are called but very few are chosen. What a trag
edy to confuse the call with the choice! 

Let us, above all things, avoid this tragic error-the error 
of the Jews. "WE have Abraham for OUR father," they said 
(Ma t t . 3:9 ), "WE are the chosen of God!" No error could be 
more fatal. 

"Think not to say to yourselves, We have Abraham to our 
father, for I say unto you that God is able of these stones to 
raise up children unto Abraham" (Matt. 3:9 ). 
That which they counted on so highly meant nothing in the 
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sight of God. They thought to ride into the Kingdom on the 
strength of their position and affiliations. Can it be that we 
suffer from this same delusion to some degree, forgetting that 
God plays no favorites and that acceptance is strictly an indi
vidual affair and responsibility-that only an outstanding hand
ful are chosen? 

"These things" said Paul, "were written for our admoni
tion, upon whom the ends of the ages are come . . . Where
fore," he continues, "let him that thinketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall" (1 Cor. 10:11, 12). 

"Tholl Hidden Love Of God" 
A FRATERNAL GATHERING ADDRESS ON HYMN 52 

Dear Brethren and Sisters: The theme of this year's Gath
ering is based on our hymns. We find hymns mentioned in four 
verses in the Scriptures as follows-

Matt. 26:30 and Mark 14:26-'11nd when they had sung an 
hymn they went out into the Mount of Olives. . . " 

Ephesians 5:19-"Speaking to yourselves in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your 
heart to the Lord. " 

Col. 3:16-"Let the word ofChrist dwell in you richly in all 
wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs , singing with grace in your hearts to 
the Lord." 

(According to Strong's Concordance [Nos. 5215 and 5214] 
the Greek words for hymn/hymns is connected with Humnos 
and Humneo-meaning "to celebrate [God] in song; a hymn 
[praise unto] or religious ode [such as one of the Psalms"]). 
What clear thoughts are expressed in these words! 

In singing hymns we use our voices to put words into mu
sic. The words used help us to focus our minds on various 
themes of Scripture while the music helps us to put these im
portant words into our hearts. The apostle Paul in Col. 3:16 
says it is part of having the word of Christ dwelling richly in 
our hearts so that we apply our hearts to the wisdom of God . 
This is because songs can usually be remembered more easily 
than something that is simply read; and by singing these 
thoughts are more deeply impressed upon us . 

As we glance through our hymn book, we find songs about 
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brethren dwelling together in unity; about the blessedness of 
walking undefiled in the way of God; of the waiting for the 
time of blessing; about the true Messiah; about death and res
urrection, about coming judgments; about Israel's sorrows and 
the promise of Israel's restoration; about the coming Kingdom 
and about the greatness of God, among many other things. 

The apostle Paul describes singing hymns as a sacrifice to 
God; using our lips not for our own glory or desires but for 
praise to Yahweh. Heb 13:15

"By him (Christ) therefore let us offer the sacrifice ofpraise 
to God continually, that is, the fruit ofour lips, giving thanks 
to his Name. " 
Hymn 52 is a hymn of praise but also of reflection on our 

inner longings and needs for closer communion with God; about 
the unrest of the natural man; about feelings of inadequacy 
and a seeking for God's help and guidance in our daily lives. 
Andjust as the Messiah was the pleasant theme of the Psalms, 
so Christ is the conduit through whom we must approach Yah
weh to praise and petition Him for help, strength and blessing. 

THE GOODNESS OF GOD
 
Hymn 52
 

Thou hidden Love of God, whose height,
 
Whose depth unfathomed, no man knows;
 

I see from far Thy beauteous light,
 
Inly I sigh for Thy repose;
 

My heart is pained, nor can it be
 
At rest, till it find rest in Thee.
 

'Tis mercy all, that Thou hast brought,
 
My heart to seek for peace in Thee;
 
Yet while I seek, but find Thee not,
 

No peace my wandering mind shall see;
 
Oh, when shall all my wanderings end,
 
And all my steps to Thee-ward tend?
 

Is there a thing beneath the sun
 
That strives with Thee my heart to share?
 

Ah! tear it thence, and reign alone
 
The Lord of every motion there;
 

Then shall my heart from pain be free
 
When it hath found repose in Thee.
 

'.
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a Lord, Thy sovereign aid impart,
 
To save me from low-thoughted care;
 

Chase this self-will through all my heart,
 
Through all its latent mazes there:
 
Make me Thy duteous child, that I
 

Ceaseless may Abba, Father cry!
 
* * * 

We will consider the hymn two lines at a time
"THOU hidden love of God, whose height, whose depth 
unfathomed no man knows. " 
From the very beginning of this hymn we lift our thoughts 

to recognize the vastness and supremacy of the Creator of 
heaven and earth. We are reminded of the teachings of 1 In. 4 
-"God is love" (v. 8), and that "Love is of God" (v, 7). We can 
see all around us the manifestation of God's love-in the daily 
rise of the sun, the daily awakening from a night of sleep; the 
daily provision of rain and sunshine on the earth; the provi
sion of fruits, vegetables and meat for man's daily food; the 
provision of water in the rivers and streams and oceans; etc. 
All these things show us that God cares for and has provided 
for mankind. 

But in some ways, God's love is hidden. We do not naturally 
know God or His plan. We see His goodness, but we also see 
much evil and sorrow in the earth. We look at the vast uni
verse of space with sun, moon and stars; and the minute things 
through a microscope and see the hand of a Great and Marvel
ous Creator. Even our bodies are wonderfully and marvelously 
made. But the height, and depth of all these things is unfath
omable. We feel our smallness, our weakness, our mortality 
and it makes us understand how far natural man is from God. 
We recognize that without God we are in darkness and have no 
hope at all. 

Sowe sing
"I see from far thy beauteous light, 1nly I sigh for thy repose." 
We desire to become close to God, to understand Him and 

find rest and peace in our hearts and minds. 
We have learned that God has provided a book-the Bible, 

"God's Word." Things written in this Book were written by 
men, but men that were inspired by God what to write. Proph
ecies written thousands of years ago have been fulfilled to the 
letter. Other things written therein are matters of promise 
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and hope to those who "know God." By God's Word we have 
become aware of His great plan of Salvation provided in the 
Gospel and we have been baptized into Christ. We have learned 
that God's great love has been manifested in His Plan and 
Purpose and in His son. Christ manifests God's love as he is 
the Redeemer and Savior through whom we can be forgiven of 
our past sins and walk in newness of life according to God 's 
will and commands. 

The beauteous ligh t of the Gospel has shined in to our hearts. 
We have learned that God is not only Love but that "God is 
light, and in him is no darkness at all" (1 In. 1:5). This Light 
is not literal light, but spiritual Light. We know that Light is 
the opposite of darkness, whether we speak of things natural, 
secular or spiritual. Darkness is the shelter and covering of all 
that is evil, while light is the symbol and habitation of all that 
is pure, true and good. "Men love darkness rather than light 
because their deeds are evil. " 

The true Light gives us to understand the Gospel message 
of God to a perishing world; it brings us within the paths of 
righteousness, and the hope of eternal life, and it helps us to 
better realize the meaning of Jesus' words-"I am the light of 
the world." 

We follow the light in order to serve God, but we also hope 
for the promised day of repose (rest). Indeed, as the hymn 
reads, we sigh, or long for that day when the troubles and 
trials of our probation are complete and pray that we may 
share in the reward. With this Light in our hearts it can be 
said truly-"Now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be!" (1 In. 3:2). 

How wonderful and true do the words of Jesus ring out in 
his confirmation of the hope of salvation

"I am the light ofthe world. He that followeth me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life." 
"If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son cleanseth us from all sin" (1 In. 1:6, 7). 
Proverbs 6 :23 says

"The commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and 
reproofs of instruction the way of life." 
The light of the Truth in God 's law made us responsible 

and as our first act of obedience and love for God through 
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Christ we were baptized into Christ. But there must be a deeper 
consideration. There must be growth from babes in Christ to 
men and women in Christ. The apostle Paul says 2 Pet. 1:5-7

"... Giving all diligence, ADD to your Faith virtue; and to 
virtue knowledge; and toknowledge temperance; and to tem
perance patience and topatience godliness; and to godliness, 
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity (or 
love). " 
And vs. 8,9

"For if these things be in you and abound, they make you 
that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowl
edge ofour Lord Jesus Christ. 
"But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see 
afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old 
.sins. " 
When we were baptized we were full of joy and thanksgiv

ing because we had found the Light oflife, and began our walk 
in that light to the Kingdom. We began walking in newness of 
life, walking in faith, and hope, striving to keep God's com
mands with a perfect heart. 

But as we walk, we find our hearts are not perfect. Natu
rally the heart is deceitful above all things (Jer. 17 :9). Like the 
apostle Paul we have found that there is "a law that, when I 
would do good, evil is present with me " (Rom. 7:21). We have 
found that in our natural state we are not good . We do not 
always feel at peace or at rest like we so desire. 

* * * 
Returning to the hymn

"My heart is pained, nor can it be at rest, till it find rest in 
Thee. " 
David felt this same way. Psalm 25:17,18

"The troubles ofmy heart are enlarged, 0 bring thou me out 
of my distresses. Look upon mine affliction and my pain; 
and forgive all my sins. " 
We are faced with trial, we are afflicted or sick, we are 

distressed and conscious of sin. So we seek God's forgiveness 
through prayer and further study of His Word. We cannot 
rest, be at peace, until we find peace with God. And peace with 
God is not a temporary thing. We seek for the permanent peace 
and constantly look forward to the promised Kingdom. Through 
self examination we realize the greatness and beauty of the 
things promised. (To be continued God willing) 
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Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy
 
THE DAYS AREQUICKLY FLYING
 

Once again finding ourselves at the terminus of a year, 
and reflecting on all the marvelous developments we have 
seen in the last 12 months, we are impressed upon by the 
words of Dr. Thomas written in Eureka

"When Deity signified the Apocalypse to the apostle 
John, did He not intend it to be understood by His ser
vants? Was it not revealed for their information; and ES
PECIALLY for the enlightenment of that generation of 
them which might be contemporary with the denouement' 
of the plot so skillfully laid, and admirably worked out, in 
all the ages and generations of the past, by "the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, who had prevailed 
to open the scroll, and to loose the seven seals thereof?" 
Was all the wonderful and mighty working to be lost upon 
this generation, and to be in regard to it as though it had 
never been? 

"This, the author could not bring himself to believe. 
His thorough and abiding conviction was, that the Apoca
lypse was not only given to be understood, but also to be 
understood before the appearing of THE ANCIENT OF 
DAYS. For otherwise, how could His servants watch, and 
perceive the signs therein revealed, and be prepared for 
his coming?" (Vol. II, Preface). 

The crowning achievement of a lifetime of Scriptural 
study, Eureka brings us into a close understanding and 
excellent perception of the purpose of God not only in the 
records of history, but as it unfolds before our eyes. We 
perceive by the careful examination of the prophetic word 
how God directed the nations over the last 1900+ years in 
accordance to a plan fully determined and communicated 
in types and symbols (Apoe. 1:1) to John at the Isle of 
Patmos. This same work continues apace, and we are wit
nesses to the very last stages before the Son of God re
turns to effect the final outcome of a complex sequence of 
events-the denouement. 

While an appreciative small remnant remains, stead
fastly and unmoveably viewing unfolding events through 
the telescope of the Apocalyptic visions-perceiving the 
Signs-the world reels at the implications of the repeated 
failures of the nations' leaders to establish a just and 
peaceable society. The drums of war echo louder and louder, 
as one nation in particular has picked up the sword and 
begun to take its first steps toward conquest. 
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THEF~URETOCREATEPEACE 

Countless attempts have been made, and are continuing 
to be made , to settle things between the nations, to no 
avail. Perhaps no failure has been more unsettling to the 
current generation than that of the current U.S. president, 
whose election was based on promises of good feeling, ca
maraderie and 'hope'; of 'resetting' relationships with op
posing nations; of moral liberality and openness. After six 
years, faith in the 'leader of the free world' has crumbled-

A decade ago , when things were going badly, we could at 
least take solace in the fact that we understood the problem: 
cowboy diplomacy simply didn 't work. George W Bush had 
messed up everything. But at least there was hope--naive hope, 
but still hope-that someone like Barack Obama could fix all 
of this. All he had to do was show everyone around the world 
that we Americans really are nice people-to charm them with 
his cosmopolitan wiles, soaring rhetoric and Nobel Peace Prize 
and they would go about their business and leave us alone. But 
now we have given up on the notion that even Obama can 
change things. This loss of hope may be the most important 
and surprising legacy of the Obama years. 

There is a growing sense of frustration that nothing works. 
In the foreign policy realm, this is especially true. Being strong 
didn't work. Being nice didn't work. Intervening ... didn't 
work. Turning inward ... didn 't work. Both strategies-and 
everything in between-only seemed to invite provocation. 

The only thing to conclude is that nothing works. We've tried 
it all . We've tried intervention; we 've tried a humble foreign 
policy. And so, Mr. Obama adopts a policy of reaction, oscillat
ing between interventionism and isolationism. That's no way 
to run a railroad.-Nat'l Post, 10/14 

Pundits, analysts, philosophers, political scientists-no 
one has an answer. Speculations, theories, ideas abound, 
but one way or another they've been tried before, and the 
only firm constant nowadays across powerful nations is 
political partisanship that stymies nearly every attempt to 
govern within, let alone on a global scale. The only unfet
tered leaders are those who take on an autocratic author
ity, and who make every move to repress rebellion and dis
sent. Russia has such a leader now. 

The implications of all this are not lost on astute ob
servers of the political heavens. They understand that 
things may change rapidly now that the great western so
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cial experiments of the modern age have proven useless to 
effect peace among the nations-

It has been 26 years since Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
stood before the United Nations and used Woodrow Wilson's 
phrase "new world order" to describe the "profound social 
change" that was about to take place . 

As the UN once again convenes its General Assembly there 
is a profound sense that the world is once again reordering 
itself. The old certainties have collapsed or faded, and new 
threats challenge them. 

The y.S. no longer always calls the shots, andwhenit tries 
to, as in the Middle East, it sometimes fails badly. It may no 
longer be the only superpower. Rival models of nationhood, far 
more economically and politically authoritarian, are increas
ingly influential, ifnot united. 

An authoritarian, territorial and anti-Western Russia has 
brought back some of the harsh logic of the Cold War. And a 
group of defiantly anti-democratic states and violent non-state 
movements are exercising their own influence-most notably 
in the failed states created by Iraq's aftermath, where the Is
lamic State's well-financed bid for a brutal theocracy is pro
voking a new, very different sort of international war. 

In-a recent lecture, [former candidate for Canadian Prime 
Minister] Michael Ignatieff, now at Harvard University, spoke 
of the failure of the old institutions and powers to hold to
gether "the tectonic plates ofa world order that are being pushed 
apart by the volcanic upward pressure ofviolence and hatred. " 
The old rules don't seem to apply any more. People who make 
a living observing the interactions between nations almost all 
say that some form of an even newer world order is taking 
shape around us-but there is little agreement as to what it 
looks like. 

There are five major, competing visions of the emerging in
ternationalorder: 

A) The world becomes rudderless : The U.S. is declining in 
power and influence. As a result, the world is increasingly frag
mented, without a single vision to shape its direction. 

B) A new Cold War erupts: A number of influential thinkers 
believe that the signature event of our age is Russian Presi
dent Putin 's seizure of Crimea and military meddlings in east
ern Ukraine and northern Georgia. In this vision , the new world 
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order is being replaced with something a lot like what came 
before it-a showdown between ideological blocs allied against 
one another. 

C) A Chinese superpower takes hold: On the other hand, 
some believe that the end of superpower dominance is really a 
transi tion. What if Beijing overtakes Washington not just eco
nomically, but militarily and politically as well? 

D) We fight over climate and scarce resources: What if no 
specific superpower or alliance becomes a major enemy, but 
the Earth itself does? As petroleum becomes more scarce and 
valuable, will we have global wars and conflicts over access to 
it? 

E) The world muddles through as it has before: It isjust as 
likely, given recent history, that all four will provide at least 
some sources of tension in a world order that is not so much 
new as slightly difTerent---one where the same old creaky in
stitutions, and a new set of compromises, allow the world to 
muddle through. These thinkers could be equally wrong-their 
views sound like those which were popular on the eve of the 
First World War.-Globe&Mail, 10/14 

Through the lens opened up to us, we know that Russia 
is the power which the world will need to contend with 
(Ezekiel 38). This contention will not develop merely into 
a Cold War-there will indeed be a showdown between two 
blocs allied against one another. These we know are Russo
and Tarshish-led-c-two mountains of brass arrayed around 
the Promised Land (Zech. 6:1}----one power threatening Is
rael, the other responding, "Art thou come to take a spoil?" 
(Eze. 38:3-13). 
PEACE AND SAFETY AND SUDDEN DESTRUCTION 

SO many signs and indications now exist that THE AN
CIENT OF DAYS is about to make his appearance, that we 
may choose only one to consider as the year turns over. 
But it is, to the saints, the most significant of all: for it 
pertains to that Land claimed by Yahweh Himself; it speaks 
to the consternation and perplexity of the nations in the 
latter days; it involves the location of the throne of the 
righteous king to whom it is promised; and its conten
tions create the trigger that will lead all nations to war. 

The apostle Paul spoke of this cause celebre thousands 
of years ago-UFor yourselves krww perfectly that the day 
of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For when they 
shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh 
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upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they 
shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that 
that day should overtake you as a thief" (l Thess. 5:2-4). 
That sign is the peace process in the Middle East, which 
heralds the eve of sudden destruction. 

Even back in the days when you could still use the term 
"peace process" with a straight face, the odds of solving the 
Jerusalem issue were already pretty long. Then, I would have 
put those odds a bit north of impossible and a little south of 
hopeless. Things are even worse now. 

I remember day eight of the Camp David summit in July 
2000, when discussion turned to Jerusalem. That day, it was 
clear to me that as far as Camp David was concerned, it was 
game over. 

There were some intriguing moves on Israel's part, but noth
ing that could have settled the issue. Indeed, Ehud Barak, Yasser 
Arafat and Bill Clinton could have fallen into the yawning gaps 
that separated Israelis and Palestinians on this issue and never 
have been heard from again. 

Fast forward a decade and a half, and not much has changed. 
Jerusalem is still insoluble and it now seems more explosive 
then ever. 

So what is it about JerusalemlYerushalayim/al-Quds that 
makes it so potentially contentious and deadly? 

Three things stand out: 
It's a perfect storm of complexity. Jerusalem is a microcosm 

of almost all the issues in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict packed 
into one small place that is marked by a big history. It com
bines territory (who will control land in the east and west, not 
to mention the four quarters-Jewish, Muslim, Armenian, Chris
tian-ofthe old city) . It involves political identity (conflicting 
claims to the city as a capital); it is driven by religion involving 
not just Jews, Muslims and Christians in the Middle East, but 
globally, too; and as the last few months suggest, it is also a 
matter of security fraught and framed now by an intimacy of 
killing reflected in the slayings of Israelis and Palestinians. 

Jerusalem is above all a matter offaith, of belief and of reIi
gion. The notion that the three Abrahamic faiths-Islam, Chris
tianity and Judaism-share common values concerning peace, 
social justice and humanity may well be true . But that has 
never been the case when it comes to this city. History is filled 
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with claims, conquests, crusades, occupations, massacres and 
violence in the name of possessing Jerusalem, not sharing it. 

And nowhere has the religious complexity of the J erusalem 
issue been clearer than on the question of who controls and 
what will happen to the Haram aI-Sharif (Noble Enclosure) 
and Har Habayit (Temple Mount). That platform, situated 
within the walls of Jerusalem's Old City, is in essence a physi
cal manifestation of overlapping sacred space. 

Atop sits the golden Dome of the Rock, a seventh century 
Islamic shrine built by the Caliph Abd al-Malik that houses 
the foundation stone, a massive rock that figures prominently 
in Jewish and Islamic tradition. 

And nearby there's a site of even greater significance-the 
al-Aqsa mosque started by Caliph Abd aI-Malik in the seventh 
century. 

It is quite extraordinary that despite incidents of violence
October 1990, September 1996, September 2000 and of course 
what's transpired in recent weeks-that the area has not been 
a scene of continuous struggle. Part of the answer may lie in 
the fact that the Israeli government has been the single great
est factor in preventing Jewish prayer there and in trying to 
preserve the status quo. That, combined with efforts by the 
Palestinian Authority to cool its own rhetoric and avoid any
thing that could be interpreted as inciting to violence, will 
help minimize the chances of a blowup and buy time and space. 

But buy time and space for what? Is there a solution? 
In July 2000 , at the Camp David summit, we didn't come 

close to resolving any of these issues. On the sacred space issue 
we tried creative ideas, including sovereignty above ground 
for the Palestinians and below for the Israelis and taking sov
ereignty away from both and placing it with God. No deal , 
even though we were dealing with Israelis (Barak) and Pales
tinians (Arafat) who were far more willing and able to do some
thing if the terms were right. Those are not the leaders we 
have today. 

There were nights in Jerusalem after the negotiations had 
ended that I'd sit with my friend Gamal Helal, adviser and 
Arabic interpreter to half a dozen presidents. We'd look at the 
walls of Jerusalem and wonder about what the Muslim leader 
Saladin and the Christian crusader Richard the Lionheart 
would have made of American efforts. Not much, we concluded 
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sadly. But we knew what they must have sensed, too. History 
teaches that Jerusalem isn't to be shared. Jerusalem is to be 
possessed and contested in the name of the tribe, the nation
and above all in the name of God. And whether that past will 
remain prologue remains to be seen.-CNN, 11/14 
JERSUSALEM THE BURDENSOME STONE 

Jerusalem will be at the centre of world-wide conten
tion. But as the author considered, it will not be shared. 
For all the nations fighting over it, it will be to their utter 
abasement at last. For thus saith Yahweh

"Behold, 1 will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto 
all the people round about, when they shall be in the siege 
both against Judah and against Jerusalem. And in that 
day will 1 make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all 
people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in 
pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered to
gether against it" (Zech. 12:2-3). 

Old Jerusalem, with its dreadful association with reli
gions and idolatrous worship of all types, will be a prize 
of the world's contests. And it will cut them to pieces. 

Dr. Thomas wrote
"The reader will have learned that the Deity proposes 

to enact a great and mighty coup-d'etat, or stroke of policy, 
upon the world's government. He intends so to shape and 
overrule its ambitions and schemes, as to cause them to 
make the territory of His kingdom the seat of war between 
hostile confederacies, contending for dominion over the 
hundred and twenty seven provinces of Daniel's lion, bear, 
and leopard. "I will gather," saith He, "all the nations 
against Jerusalem to war; and I will bring them down into 
the Valley of Jehoshaphat." "They shall pitch the tents of 
their entrenched camp between the seas to the mountain 
of the glory of holiness"; a region which in Apoc. 16:16, is 
indicated by the Hebrew word "Armageddon". 

"This concentration of the hosts of the nations in the 
Holy Land, is its invasion by Gog, the Prince of Rosh, in 
hostility to the Merchant Power of Tarshish and its allies, 
then in possession of Jerusalem. But "this city shall be 
taken"; "and the land of Egypt shall not escape." Advanced 
to this sovereignty, the Gog-dominion stands forth as "the 
Dragon, the Old Serpent, surnamed the Diabolos and the 
Satan"-Apoc. 20:2; and as the Image of the kingdom of 
men in its latter day manifestation, as represented to Neb
uchadnezzar in his dream. In the development of these 
events a crisis is formed, such as the world, for magnitude 
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and importance, has never seen before. The Satan will then 
have attained to the loftiest pinnacle of the temple, with 
the presumption that universal sovereignty is within the 
grasp of his omnipotence ... 

"But things having arrived at this crisis, under the lead
ership of the Lawless One, the time will have also arrived 
for opening a door into Satan's heaven, through which 
the saints may enter in. This will be done by a divine coup
d'etat such as the Satan little expects. This political stroke 
consists in the power represented by a Stone falling upon 
the enemy, and crushing them with a terrible overthrow. 

"This STONE-POWER is the power of the Eternal Spirit 
in Jesus and the saints; who with sword, pestilence, rain, 
hail, fire and brimstone, plead with the adversary, and de
stroy him from the Promised Land. In this way Yahweh 
makes Jerusalem "a cup of trembling, unto all the people 
round about when they shall be in the siege both against 
Judah and against Jerusalem: also a burdensome stone 
for all people, all that burden themselves with it shall be 
cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gath
ered together against it." Their multitudes and power will 
not appal him. He will go forth and fight against them, 
and stand victorious upon the Mount of Olives, which is 
before Jerusalem on the east. In this way, He, who the 
prophet styles, Yahweh my ELOHIM comes in, all-the saints 
with him" (Eureka Vol. II, p. 6). 

Thus all the world shall begin to know the Power mani
fested in the "four chariots out from between two moun
tains" (Zech. 6:1)-the Power which will not only rescue 
the city of "the King" from the contentions of the Gen
tiles, but will eventually bring all nations under the con
trol of the ANCIENT OF DAYS, who shall rule them with a 
rod of iron. 

This is the apocalyptic vision that steadies the resolve 
of the elect, and strengthens their determination to be 
among the "prepared for the Lord." 

"He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come 
quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus."-T.D.C. 

One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Continuedfrom page 432) 

"The identical Jesus, who thus visibly and gloriously entered the 
heavens, shall as visibly and sensibly descend to earth again, to 
Olivet, to escort all his friends from this sin-polluted earth to a 
new paradise of God, in which the tree of life, in all its deathless 
beauties, shall bloom and fructify for ever!" 
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On this statement, bro. Thomas responded and then asked his readers to 
make a choice between historians and protessors or the apostles-

Can the reader divine what necessity there can possibly be for 
this return to escort, and especially to Mt. Olivet, seeing that 
upon the hypothesis of college theology, men's souls, at death, 
go direct to Jesus, where he now is, sitting upon David's throne, 
reigning personally over Israel, having gained kingdoms as in
dicated by the many crowns upon his head, beyond the range 
of the solar system in the Milky Way? 
The wisdom of theological historians and professors, and the 
foolishness of the apostles? Which does the reader prefer? Jesus 
to return to Mount Olivet to become an escort in a flight; or the 
Lord Jesus to return to the ear th , and at the head of the saints, 
and of Israel their king, to contend here in battle with Satan's 
hosts, to subdue them on every side, and thus removed all ob
struction, set up the throne of David, restore the Kingdom again 
to Israel , and then bestow it and the dominion of the subj ect 
nations, upon the apostles and the believers of the Gospel of 
the Kingdom for ever? 
Which is the only Scriptural hope, besides which all other theo
ries are only rhapsodies, the airy flights of imaginations, per
verted and bewitched. 
That, we believe, is the only true hope which finds the con
summation of the divine purpose upon the earth; and, with 
the apostles, looks for the realization of its expectations in the 
restoration of the Kingdom again to Israel as in the days of old. 

Bro. Thomas' words are right to the point-it is either the learned of the 
world or the Word of God. There is no in-between! Thankfully, we are so 
blessed in knowing the Truth as it is revealed in the Scriptures! 

* * * 
CONTINUING his writings on "The Ways of Providence, No. 15," bro. Rob
erts continued in this fifteenth chapter the life of David, the man after God's 
own heart. He wrote-

In no case are the ways of Providence more signally illustrated 
than in the case of David. We have already glanced at his 
boyhood. We will now look at him as a man, following a public 
career, full of incident, chequered by vissitude, and clouded by 
frequent perils and fears. 
A life beginning in obsurity on the hillside among sheep, and 
ending on the throne, necessarily presents marked contrast, 
bright lights and deep shadows, towering precipice and deep 
gorge. It was in all respects the opposite of a tame life: it was 
full of stiring events and brimming with instruction in the ways 
of God. 

* * * 
THE "Sunday Morning EXhortation, No. 114," by bro. Roberts, was in rela
tion to the Breaking of Bread each Sunday, in accordance with Jesus' com
mand-

When the Lord appointed the breaking of bread, it was that we 
might be strengthened in the faith of him during his necessary 
absence. 
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Though there is a sense in which the Gentile proverb is true, 
that "absence makes the heart grow fonder. " there is a sense in 
which it works the other way.The absent friend is liable to become 
the forgotten friend because of the other principle of frail human 
nature, "out of sight, out of mind." 
Jesus who "knew what was in man," knew our need for help in 
the essential matter of "keeping in memory"the things delivered 
to his brethren concerning himself. Therefore he said, "do this in 
memory of me." Therefore also Peter, to whom the Lord pre
eminently confided the work of feeding the flock, in writing, says , 
"I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease, to have 
these things always in remembrance." 
The reviving of our memories in relation to the things of Christ is 
the process of edification or building up. To revive this memory is 
to strengthen faith, for faith is the conviction of these things. 
Whatever strengthens conviction strengthens faith, and faith is 
the power by which we triumph in our conflict with the weights 
and the sins which do so easily beset us, within and without. 

* * * 
THERE is an article entitled, "Notes on Isaiah" (chapter 8:11-20) written by 
an unknown author. At the end of this brother's remarks, bro. Roberts added, 
"A brother (who ought to af/ow his name to appear). Here are a few of his 
general thoughts-

One noticeable feature ofIsaiah's style is the rapid and graphic 
transition he so frequently makes from one portion of his 
subject to another, from the time and circumstance attendant 
upon the matter in its introduction and development, to periods 
future and far remote, in which it finds its counterpart and 
fulfilment. 
In the course of his prophecies he frequently carries the thread 
of his discourse rapidly through many ages, bringing out here 
and there, with a master's touch, its grand features, until its 
full and perfect consummation is reached. 

* * * 
THERE are a few interesting thoughts in bro. Roberts' "Notes" section

1) Seasons of Comfort"-The work is in the hands of the 
printer, but we cannot say, "Now Ready." We shall not use these 
words till the books are actually in the Office. We thank many 
who have subscribed during the month. 
2) WN.B.-We shall probably act on your suggestion to publish 
the articles on The Ways of Providence as a separate volume (a 
La "Seasons of Comfort.") when the series is complete. The 
desire for this has been expressed by several, who have said 
that "it would be an excellent book to lend to orthodox believers, 
as a way for bringing them to look at the Truth." 
3) AA-The following is a list of books that have been used as 
prizes in the Birmingham Sunday School: Bible , Hymn Book, 
Elpis Israel, Twelve Lestures, Bible Atlas ... 

* * * 
BRD Roberts' "Editorial" comments are exhortational in regard to the Chris
tadelphian Magazine. -
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December, 1879-This is the last number of Vol, XVI. Would be 
to God it might be the last number of all. The last number will 
certainly come, and this may be it , for it cannot be denied that 
the developments of the latter-day situations of the world 's affairs 
are sufficiently marked to admit to the occurrence of the Lord's 
appearing at any time, to gather and organize his house for the 
great work to be done at his arrival. 
Every year sees these elements more and more distinctly defined. 
Yet the place assigned, in the midst of their evolution, for the 
world-stirring event has not been revealed. Consequently it is 
ours to watch, and prepare for it while watching, by the faithful 
occupation of the position appertaining to those to whom the 
privilege has been allowed of becoming aquainted with the mighty 
Word and Works of God . 

* * * 
BIBLE Lectures (135 Years Ago)

"The Passing Away of the Heavens"
 
"The Restoration of the Jews"
 
"The Two Natures to Which Believers Stand Related"
 
"The Bible its Own Interpreter"
 
"The Gospel that Saves"
 
"Is Present Salvation a Bible Doctrine?"
 
"Proofs from Nature of the Existence of God"
 
"The First Apostolic Sermon to the Gentiles"
 
"Why are There so Many Sects and Denominations in the
 
Land?,' 

"God: A Unity or Trinity-Which?" 
"A Few Reasons Why we Should Avoid Clerical Teaching" 
"God's Name: Its Meaning, and Why it Should be Understood" 
"Pilate's Question and Jesus' Answer" 

November Answers-'Who Said?" 
1. No whither-Gehazi 21. Top of the rocks-Balaam 
2. I see 4 men-Nebuchadnezzar 22. He is my brother-Ahab 
3. I was naked-Adam 23. I was no prophet-Amos 
4. I am thy son-Esau 24. He is thy brother-Absalom 
5. I am a child-Jeremiah 25. Bring me a sword-Solomon 
6. Not so, Lord-Peter 26. I will be no judge-Gallio 
7. Here is water-Eunuch 27. Skin of my teeth-Job 
8. Beside thyself-Festus 28. Had Zimri peace?-Jezebel 
9. VVhatistruth?-~ate 29. Me and my house-Joshua 

10. Fast ye for me-Esther 30. Blessed be Abram-Melchizedek 
11. They are lively-Midwives 31. Our life for yours-Spies 
12. My sentence is-James 32. Not so, my father-Joseph 
13. Bring me word-Herod 33. Do nothing rashly-Townclerk 
14. I coveted them-Achan 34. Thou bloody man-Shimei 
15. I am with child-Bathsheba 35. How shall this be?-Mary 
16. She is my sist er - Ab r aham 36. Take thee ten pieces-Ahijah 
17. The child is not-Reuben 37. Messiah the Prince-Gabriel 
18. Take them alive-Benhadad 38. Art thou in health?--Joab 
19. I am an Hebrew-Jonah 39. Here am I; send me-Isaiah 
20. Tarry at Jericho-David 40. Bring me a minstrel-Elisha 
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163,200
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Thou Hidden Love Of God 415
 
Through Much Tribulation 376,410
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Connect Dress With Persons 288, 323
 
Connect Things With Persons, 324,
 

359
 
Living Things 360, 395
 
Match Place With Area 35
 
Match Place With Meaning 36, 71
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144, 179
 

CURRENT EVENTS
 
26,60,94, 131, 168,205,241,275,
 

312, 350, 385, 420
 

135 YEARS AGO
 
36, 72, 108, 144, 180, 216, 252, 288,
 
324, 360, 396, 432
 

STIIDIES AND THOUGHTS
 
Aaron and Christ 291
 
All Kings Shall Bow Before Him 39
 
Ambassadors To The Nations 111
 
Apocalyptic Holy City 114
 
Blessed Is He Who Watcheth 399
 
Daniel's Seventy Weeks: Dan.
 

9:24-27259
 
Drunk With Blood 184
 
Messiah The Prince 327
 
Roman Babylon 184
 
Russia In The Latter Days 186
 
Sincere Ignorance Cannot Save 75
 
Spirituals In High Places
 

Removed 41 ..
 
Suffer Little Children To Come 43
 
The Angels of His Power 3
 
The Day of Atonement 365
 
The Ending of Daniel's Seventy
 

Weeks 260
 
The First Day OfThe Week 147
 
The God Of The Earth 185
 
The God Of The Earth and The
 
Antichrist Identical 221
 
The Image And The Beast 44
 
The Man Of Sin 183
 
The Memorial Name 112
 
The Perfect Man and How He Is To
 

Be Apocalypsed 255
 
The Perfect Man In His
 

Manifestation 363
 
The Strength Of The Mighty
 

Ones 112
 
The Subjugation of Tarshish 5
 
The Time Of The End 219
 
To Jews 45
 
Weak In Faith 76
 
Weak In The Faith 77
 

VoYAGE TO AUSTRALlAAND
 
NEW ZEALAND
 
8, 45, 79, 131, 152, 188, 224, 262,
 
298,334, 369, 403
 

ECCLESIAL NEWS
 
Edmonton 110
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London 38, 254
 
Webuye, Kenya 290
 
Whangarei, NZ 182
 

There is much in Scripture to study. We shall never know a 
fraction of it, but we are required to learn as much as we can 
in the opportunity given us.-G.v.G. 
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One Hundred & Thirty-Five YearsAgo 
The Cbristodelpbian, December, 1879 

FOR the December Christadelphian, bro. Thomas' article was on, '7he Pro
fessors Versus The Apostles, ~ with the subheading "Escorting to Glory
Errors of the Wise-Their Origenism." Bro. Thomas strongly wrote con
cerning the subject of Christ's coming Kingdom in opposition to that taught 
by the so-called learned among men-

Whence comes it that historians, professors, college students and 
their patrons (a classification which comprehends nearly all 
Antichristendom) with the Old and New Testaments, or Booksof 
the Covenant, in their hands, have sunk into such visible dark
ness, and fallen so far behind the apostles in a scriptural under
standing of the genius, spirit, and character of the Kingdom of 
Christ? . 

Bro. Thomas was answering an erroneous teaching of Alexander Camp
bell, on his idea concerning Christ's coming. Campbell wrote

(Conti nued on page 427) 

BIBLE PUZZLE-"Who Was?" 27. Master of Israel 
1. Mine host 14. Mighty hunter 28. Cunning hunter 
2.A brother 15. Great and noble 29. Mother in Israel 
3. Very good 16. Exceeding fair 30. Greatly beloved 
4. A wildman 17. Most excellent 31. Very subtle man 
5. Most noble 18. Sweet psalmist 32. Son of perdition 
6. Son of man 19. Make Israel sin 33. King's cupbearer 
7. Your prince 20. Highly favored 34. The Jews' enemy 
8. A plain man 21. An old disciple 35. Perfect and upright 
9. Tender-eyed 22. Lover of David 36. Child of the devil 

10. That woman 23. Profane person 37. Saint of the Lord 
11. Light of foot 24. Friend of God 38. Succorer of many 
12. Chosen vessel 25. Israelite indeed 39. The chief speaker 
13. Doctor of law 26. Seventh from Adam 40. Unstable as water 
Aaron Esau Jeroboam Nathanael 
Abraham Esau Jezebel Nehemiah 
Adam EzeJdel Job Nicodemus 
Asahel Festus Jonadab Nimrod 
Asnapper Gaius Judas Paul 
Daniel Gamaliel Leah Paul 
David Haman Mary Phebe 
Deborah Hiram Michael Quartus 
Elymas Ishmael Mnason Reuben 
Enoch Jacob Moses Theophilus 
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