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liThe Wise Shall Understand" 
BY BROTHER JOHN THOMAS 

"The wise shall inherit glory, but shame shall be the promo
tion offools." Reader,be wise; for "wisdom is the principal thing; 
therefore, get wisdom", seeing that he is happy who findeth 
it. Dost thou inquire what there is extant through which you 
may become wise? Hear the Apostle, what saith he? "The Holy 
Scriptures are able to make thee wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus"; and these writings teach that 
"the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom." Dost thou 
fear Him with that religious veneration which knows no tor
ment? Dost thou fear, or venerate Him, because thou lovest 
Him for His abounding goodness to the children of men? Then 
you possess the element of that wisdom, which, though fool
ishness with men, is "more precious than rubies" in the sight 
of God; and incomparably more valuable than all the things 
you can possibly desire. "Length ofdays is in her right hand, 
and on her left hand riches and honour. Her ways are ways of 
pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. She is a tree of life 
to them that lay hold upon her; and happy is every one that 
retaineth her." Be wise, then, I repeat, if you would "shine as 
the brightness ofthe firmament" in the Future Age; apply your 
heart unto wisdom, for, in this, "the Time ofthe End,""the wise 
shall understand" "the things of the Spirit ofGod." 

The intercession ofChrist is necessary to our salvation:and we 
can only set it in motion in our individual behalfby individual 
prayer. To live in disregard ofthis would be soon to decay from 
our places in the true vine, and, finally, at his coming, to drop 
as withered branches to the ground.-R.R. 
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Studies and Thoughts BYBROTHERJOHNTHOMAS 

THE VISION OF JACOB'S LADDER 
On the night after his departure, while asleep under the canopy 

of heaven, the Lord appeared to him (Jacob) in a dream. In the 
vision he saw, as it were

"Aladder set up on the land, and the top ofit reached to heaven: 
and behold, the angels of God ascending and descending on it. 
And the Lord stood above it, and said, I am the Lord God ofAbra
ham thy father, and the God of Isaac: THE LAND WHEREON 
THOU LIEST, TO THEE WILL I GNE IT, AND TO THY SEED: 
IN WHOM ALL THE FAMILIES OF THE EARTH SHALL BE 
BLESSED. And behold, I am with thee, and will protect thee in 
all places whither thou goest, and I will bring thee again into this 
land: for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have 
spoken to thee of'(Gen. 28:4, 10-15; 25:11,23, 28-34; Rom. 9:10-13). 

Thus, in the blessing that now rested upon Jacob as well as 
upon Abraham, and Isaac, God promised

1. That at some future time not specified, He would give Jacob 
actual and personal possession ofthe land he was then lying upon, 
and upon which the town of Bethel stood for ages; 

2. That he should have a seed, or descendant, in whom all na
tions should be blessed; and, 

3. That Jacob and his seed should have possession of Palestine 
and Syria together, that is, at one and the same time. 

The exact time, I say, was not specified in the promise. Jacob, 
however, was given to understand by the representation in the 
vision, that it would be a long time after the epoch of his dream. 
As the apostle says-"he saw the promises afar off, and was per
suaded ofthem, and embraced them, and confessed that he was a 
stranger and pilgrim in the land." 

He saw the fulfilment of the things promised afar off in point 
of time; but not afar offas to place: for the place where they were 
to be fulfilled was BETHEL, about fifteen miles from Jerusalem. 
He was at the place; and so well did he understand this, that he 
termed Bethel "the gate of heaven." 

Now,the interval of time between the giving ofthe promise and 
the fulfilment of it , was represented to Jacob by a ladder of ex
traordinary length; one end ofwhich stood at Bethel, and the other 
end against the vault of heaven. Here were two points of contact, 
the land of Judah and heaven; and the connecting medium, the 
ladder between them.This was a most expressive symbol , as will 
be perceived by considering the uses to which a ladder is applied. 
It is a contrivance to connect distant points, by which one at the 
lower end may reach a desired altitude. It is, then, a connecting 
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medium between points of distance. Now, if instead of distant 
localities distant epochs be substituted, the ages and generations 
which connect them will sustain a similar relation to the epochs as 
a ladder to the ground on which it rests, and the point ofelevation 
against which it leans. 

The ladder, then, in Jacob's vision was representative of his 
seed in their generations and appointed times. One end of it was 
in his loins; the other, in the Lord Jesus when he should sit upon 
his throne, reigning over the land upon which Jacob was asleep. 

But upon this ladder of ages and generations, with Jacob at the 
bottom and his seed, the Shiloh, at the top-"the angels ofGod were 
seen ascending and descending." This represented to him that the 
affairs of his posterity, natural and spiritual, in all their relations 
with the world, would be superintended by the Elohim, who would 
pass to and fro between earth and heaven, in the performance 
of their work. Hence, the apostle styles them-"all ministering 
spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall inherit salvation" 
(Heb. 1:14). 

Israel and the nations are under their vicegerency till the 
Lord Jesus comes to assume the sovereignty of the world. When 
he appears in his Kingdom, the land of Israel especially will be 
no longer subjected to their superintendence. The apostle styles 
Palestine and Syria, when the Hebrew commonwealth is reconsti
tuted upon them, the future habitable (Heb. 2:5). When he wrote 
this, these countries were inhabited by Israel under the Mosaic 
constitution, mixed up with, and in subjection to, the Gentiles. 
Under this arrangement their affairs were superintended by the 
angels of God. 

But with the future habitable it will be different; for, the apostle 
says-"God hath not put it in subjection to the angels" but ''when 
He brings the first-born back again into the habitable he says, 'let 
all the angels of God do homage to him'." 

This return of the Lord to the habitable cannot be referred 
to the epoch of his resurrection; because he had not then left it. 
Indeed he never left it but once before his resurrection, and that 
was involuntarily when Joseph and Mary carried him into Egypt. 

He said himselfthat he had not been to the Father before rising 
from the dead (In. 20:17). He was in the habitable only asleep in 
death. But when he ascended then he departed into a far country 
to receive the kingdom; and when he had received it, to return. 
But, he has not yet received it, or he would be at this time reign
ing in the future habitable land. Till the Lord Jesus, however, 
sits on his throne as "King of the Jews" (In. 18:33-39; 19:12-19), 
the providential direction of human affairs is committed to the 
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Elohim; who are termed the angels of the ''little ones who believe 
in Jesus" (Matt. 18:3-6, 10); because they minister to their profit, 
in causing all things among the nations to work together for their 
ultimate good. 

When that remarkable change in the constitution of things is 
brought to pass, when Jesus having received the sovereignty, the 
angels shall do homage to him, there will be a great national jubilee 
throughout the earth. The nations which are now groaning under 
the blood-stained tyrannies of the world, and imprecating curses 
loud and deep upon the heads oftheir destroyers, will send up to 
heaven a shout-"like mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia:for the 
Lord God, the Omnipotent reigneth" (Rev.19:6). Paul evidently had 
a view to this period of blessedness, when he quoted the saying, 
"worship him all gods." He quoted this from the 97th Psalm, which 
celebrates the epoch of the reign in these words

"The Lord reigneth; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude ofthe 
isles be glad. Clouds and darkness are round about Him; righ
teousness and judgment are the habitation of His throne. A fire 
goeth before Him, and burneth up His enemies round about. His 
lightnings enlightened the world; the earth saw and trembled. The 
hills melted like wax at the presence ofthe Lord, at the presence of 
the Lord ofthe whole earth. The heavens declare His righteousness, 
and all the people see His glory. Confounded be all they that serve 
graven images, that boast themselves in idols: worship Him all ye 
Elohim. Zion heard, and was glad; and the daughters ofJudah 
rejoicedbecause ofThy judgments, 0 Lord. ForThou, Lord, art high 
above all the earth; Thou art exalted far above all the Elohim." 

Such will be the manifestation when the Father shall bring the 
Lord Jesus back again to the habitable. At present, the Elohim 
are ascending and descending the ladder, so to speak, between 
the Lord Jesus, who is at the right hand of the Majesty in the 
heavens, and the earth: but, when "he reigns on Mount Zion , and 
in Jerusalem before his ancients gloriously" (Isa, 24:23), heaven 
and the habitable will be one; and the Elohim will ascend and 
descend upon him. Heaven will then be open to the eyes of his 
saints, and they will behold the wonders of the invisible. For such 
is the doctrine taught by the Lord himself; who, when Nathanael 
recognized him as the Son of God, and King of Israel, because he 
revealed his secret actions, said to him

"Thou shalt see greater things than these. Hereafter ye shall see 
heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending 
upon the Son of man" (In. 1:51). Then will the future habitable 
have been subjected to the Son. 

The ladder of ages and generations, as I have said, connects the 
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commencing and terminating epochs of a long period of time. Of 
this interval about three thousand seven hundred and sixty years 
have elapsed. A few more years only remain, and the top of the 
ladder will be attained by Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and by all 
others with them who shall be accounted worthy ofthe Kingdom 
of God. They will have reached to heaven; not by flying thither 
as ghosts upon the wings of angels, but by heaven being brought 
down to earth, when the Lord Jesus shall descend in glory. 

* * * 
Jacob sojourned with his uncle Laban twenty years (Gen.31:38). 

While residing in Mesopotamia eleven sons were born to him. 
The twelfth, named Benjamin, was born of Rachel, the mother of 
Joseph, at Bethlehem Ephratah, where she died and was buried. 
Now,as Joseph was thirty-nin e when Jacob went down into Egypt, 
being at that time a hundred and thirty years old (Gen.41:46;45:6; 
47:9); it follows that Jacob was ninety-one when Joseph was born, 
and seventy-one when he fled to Haran. 

After the birth ofJ oseph, the angel of God appeared to him, and 
said-"[am the God ofBethel;wherethou anointedst the pillar,and 
vowedst a vow unto Me: now, arise,get thee out of this land, and 
return unto the land of thy kindred." He obeyed. Having secretly 
collected together all his substance, he fled from Laban, taking up 
his route "to go to Isaac his father in the land of Canaan." Having 
crossed the Euphrates, he arrived at the river Jabbok, which flows 
into the Jordan about midway between the Sea of Galilee and the 
Dead Sea . Not very far from the confluence ofthese rivers "the 
angels of God met him," and on this account he named the place 
Mahanaim, that is, God's host. 

Having sent messengers to Esau in the land ofSeir to propiti
ate him , and got over all that he had, he remained on the north 
side alone. It was here that he wrestled with one of the angels, 
who blessed him; and changed his name from Jacob to the more 
honorable one of Israel, which signifies a prince of God. As a me
morial of this honor, the angel touched the tendon in the hollow 
of his thigh, and caused it to shrink. So that Jacob became lame, 
"and halted upon his thigh." 

Having crossed the Jabbok to Penuel, and joined his company, 
he had an interview with Esau, who received him with apparent 
kindness, though with evident mistrust on the part of Jacob. A 
reconciliation ensued. Esau accepted a liberal present, and pressed 
upon Jacob the unw elcome protection of his warriors. Jacob, how
ever, persuaded him to depart without him ; and he would follow 
"softly, until," said he, "I come unto my lord unto Seir." 

But as soon as Esau was well on his way, Jacob pushed on to 
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Succoth. Having halted there for a time, he crossed the Jordan, 
and pitched at Shalem, in the land of Canaan. After his sons had 
taken vengeance upon the city on account ofDinah their sister, God 
appeared to him again, and told him to go and dwell at Bethel, and 
erect an altar there to God, who appeared to him when he fled from 
the face ofEsau. The gods ofLaban were still in the possession of 
his family. In obeying the voice of God, therefore, he ordered his 
household to put them away. This they did, and surrendered their 
ear-rings with them, and Jacob buried gods and jewels under an 
oak near Shechem. 

When he arrived at Bethel, h e built th e altar as God had told 
him. And God said to him there

"I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply: a nation and a 
company ofnations shall be of thee, and kings shall come out of 
thy loins:and the land which I gav e Abraham and Isaac, to thee 
will I give it, and to thy Seed after thee will I give the land" (Gen. 
35:12). 

In this renewal ofthe promise, the additional idea was revealed 
to Jacob, that the nation constituted of his desc endants, would 
contain a plurality of nations, that is, be a national association of 
tribes. He was to inherit the land with them, and with the Seed, 
or Christ; and as he knew they were to be oppressed by another 
nation till four hundred years, after which that nation would be 
judged, and his children would come out with great wealth; this 
blessing at Bethel reminded him, that he would rise from the dead 
with Abraham, and inherit the land for ever with his Seed. 

Having left Bethel, he journeyed towards Bethlehem, on the way 
to which Rachel died. After her death he spread his tent beyond 
the tower ofEdar, on Mount Zion. From thence he came to Hebron, 
where his father Isaac dwelt. Twenty-nine years having elapsed 
after this re-union from Jacob's departure from Laban, Isaac died, 
having attained the age of one hundred and eighty years; and his 
sons, Esau and Jacob, buried him (Gen. 35:29). -Elpis Israel 

Second Voyage To Australia 
(Continued) 

I spoke for about an hour, and then the chairman threw the 
meeting open to questions. Of these, there were several-of the 
usual sort. When I had done answering, the chairman tendered 
me a vote of thanks in the name ofthe meeting, and said I had not 
only entertained the meeting, but had evidently magnetised the 
children, who had listened with great silence-which was true. 

The chairman asked me if I would lecture again if we were 
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another Sunday at sea? I said I was afraid it was not likely there 
would be another Sunday at sea, though it would be another Sunday 
before we should reach our destinations. According to the captain's 
expectations, we should be in harbour at Adelaide on Sunday next, 
and in that case, most ofus would be ashore-(we with the brethren 
in that city-though I did not say this). But should expectation be 
disappointed, I should have no objection . 

I was surprised, I must say, at the suggestion of another lecture 
after having in my answers to questions, about the death state, 
the resurrection, etc., so grievously shocked their prejudices.They 
were puzzled between the heterodoxy of the views advanced and 
the ready and abundant Scripture quoted in their support. 

MONDAY, Sept. 6, 1887-1 was surprised to receive a letter 
written today in the steerage,beginning"Mydear BrotherRoberts." 
The letter was signed "Ralph Holmes," who, it appears, is a brother 
emigrating from England to the colonies. He said in the letter, "I 
did not know you were on board until I saw you mount the main 
hatch to lecture last Sunday, and I was very agreeably surprised, 
you may depend on it. I had been feeling like Elijah in the reading 
for August 24th when he said "I only am left."Youknocked the wind 
clean out of their sails last night. It was too strong for them. They 
are up in arms. They asked me what I thought of it. I said, 'First
class in every respect.' I was just in want of something to cheer me 
up. I am young in the Truth and the least of the saints. With love, 
I remain your brother in the hope which gladdened David's heart." 

Immediately after receiving the letter, I made my way to the 
steerage and found brother Holmes. I found he was an Australian 
brother (a member ofthe Ipswich ecclesia) who was returning from 
England, where he had been on a visit to his father and mother 
in Northallerton. He had not been able to have access to the 
Christadelphian for about a year, and consequently was in igno
rance of our movements. 

It was therefore, an inexpressible surprise to him when I stepped 
forward to lecture. It was now an additional surprise to him to learn 
that my wife and daughters and another sister were in the vessel 
with us. We had some interesting conversation, in which he gave 
me an account ofhis introduction to the Truth in Ipswich some two 
years ago. 

It seems he was at the meetings when I was there, and said 
farewell at the tea meeting without the least idea it was possible 
we should meet again. I told him I should introduce him to my 
wife and daughters at a convenient opportunity. The opportun
ity occurred two days later, when we had a pleasant half-hour's 
conference in the second-class saloon. 
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TUESDAY, Sept. 7, 1897-Sighted the Australian coast today 
(Southwest corner, Cape Leeuwin )at 10:45.Shortly afterwards the 
wind fell, and sailing became smooth and pleasant, which, with 
the prospect of ending the voyage, gave a new access ofpleasure to 
all on board. "0, that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, 
and for his wonderful works to the children ofmen." 

Towards night, one ofEglon's companions threw my deck chair 
overboard in expression ofthe hatred which he could not otherwise 
safely gratify, He had threatened personal violence with clenched 
fist . I would prefer a lost chair to a broken jaw. The rest of the 
passengers sympathised. Eglon and his gang landed at Albany 
to the great relief of the ship. Before they went, they rendered 
night hideous with their drunken orgies , in which they sang and 
danced and screamed like maniacs. Human law is powerless to 
deal with such nuisances. There will be short work with such in 
the day of the iron rod. 

WEDNESDAY, Sept. 8, 1897-When we rose-I can scarcely 
say when we awoke , for between the whooping savages before 
named and the noise of the donkey engines unloading the ship, 
there was precious little sleep---we found ourselves moored to a 
pier in the snug harbour ofAlbany, inside St. George's Sound to 
the left . Some Sydney letters were brought on board in the early 
morning. I wish the steward had kept possession till breakfast 
instead of rapping me up at 3 a.m. to receive. I suppose he thought 
he was conferring a kindness. 

It was said we would sail at 12 for Adelaide, so we had just time 
to go ashore after breakfast. It was a luxury to find ourselves once 
more on terra firma after so many weeks on the heaving ocean. 
We clambered along the hillside to the left, gathering some of the 
beautiful and highly-coloured flowers for which this corner ofAus
tralia is famous, and then walked into Albany, which we found a 
small place, well laid out with pretty houses and well-made roads. 

We made one or two necessary purchases at the shops, and 
then returned by the railway which runs along the margin ofthe 
sea to the pier at which the Darmstadt was moored. The weather 
had dulled down, threatening rain, and it had become cold before 
we got back to the vessel. We remembered it was winter. It had 
been bright, clear and warm in the morning, when we landed. 

Our little ramble was chieflynoteworthy for the first opportuni
ty it gave our company of acquaintance with Australian skies and 
vegetation-with both of which they were well pleased. Having 
completed the discharge of cargo by 3 o'clock or thereabouts, the 
steamboat slipped her hawsers, and made her way out ofthe har
bour, across the sound and towards "the great Australian Bight," 
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where a run in a straight line of a thousand miles to Adelaide lay 
before us. The wind had fallen, and there were many pleasing ef
fects of light and shadow as the sunset in clouds behind the dark 
mountains, over the dark waters behind us. 

THURSDAY, Sept. 9, to SATURDAYSept. 11, 1897-Across the 
"great Australian Bight," is usually very rough sailing, but in this 
case it was comparatively smooth, the weather bright and light, 
sailing pleasant, with a sense of getting near our journey's end. At 
noon we came close to Kangaroo Island on our right (an island about 
100 miles long and 50 miles broad at its broadest part; the kangaroos 
that gave it its name in the first instance have disappeared. They 
are still plentiful on the mainland, but are being gradually pushed 
inland to the north). 

We arrived at Adelaide between seven and eight o'clock in the 
evening. We had been hoping to stay here over Sunday and spend 
the day ashore with the brethren. The captain told us that if we 
arrived after six o'clock, he could not unload, under the local Sunday 
laws. But there was a saving clause which he did not add: "Unless 
we get permission." The permission was obtained, and as soon as 
we dropped anchor in the dark, the cargo lighters came alongside, 
and the work of discharging cargo commenced, with the prospect 
of sailing at twelve (midnight). 

Away went out pleasant thoughts for Sunday. One pleasant 
thought remained; perhaps some ofthe brethren will come out in 
the tender. But how can they know when we should arrive? The 
tender duly came out, but there was no brother on board. After 
waiting an hour and a half or so in the dark and cold on deck, we 
made up our minds to retire for the night and get as such sleep as 
the noise of the donkey engines would allow. (By the way, we hear 
that hydraulic power has been applied to this work of discharging 
cargo, with the result that henceforward, when the new appliance 
comes into vogue, the process will be a noiseless one, which will 
be a great relief to passengers, who are always sure of a night of 
misery when they come into port and struggle for a little sleep in 
the midst ofthe horrid din of discharging cargo, at a time too, when 
the screw engines being at rest, and the vessel in smooth water, a 
quiet restful night ought naturally to be expected). 

We had not quite escaped into bed, when brother Macdonald 
and brother Wauchope knocked against me in the passage among 
the sleeping berths. They had missed the first boat by a few min
utes, and after waiting on the pier nearly two hours, they got a 
steam launch and had come out. It was a true pleasure to see 
them. I hastily summoned sister Roberts and daughters and our 
sister-maid, and we all , except one-(not the least precious) too far 
into the preparatory dishabilles to present herself---(Samuel and 
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Jeremiah will give her initialsj-s-repaired to a corner of the saloon 
and had a good time for about an hour. Then the departing launch 
blew her whistle, and the two brethren had to hurry on deck to 
prevent "getting left." When they had gone, we had all got below 
the blankets except one-when another brother (brother Wenner) 
was announced in the saloon. He had come out by a later boat on 
the chance of seeing us. He nearly succeeded . 

Eusebia, the late member, saw him on behalf of the rest of us. 
We were sorry not to show ourselves, but "how could we?"Brother 
Wenner had only a few minutes to spare, and he would have been 
gone by the time we were presentable. This matter of toilet is a 
point in which we are behind the lower creatures who carry their 
ready-made suits always on th em and can turn out at a moment's 
notice-e-Ibut there are compensations. Some letters came on board 
for us from Australian brethren). 

SUNDAY Sept. 12, 1897-We left Adelaide at 4 a.m.: sleepless 
night, and consequently dilapidated day,but beautiful weather and 
smooth sailing. At 11 a.m., we broke bread together in the girls' 
cabin, sending for brother Holmes to join us. We spent a delightful 
hour.We do not, in our present state, realise the full sweetness of 
the worship of God until we are cut offfrom the association of the 
Truth, and made to herd from frivolous , sterile, and evil people. 

Last Sunday, I promised to lecture again if at sea, provided it 
were the wish of the people who had requested the first lectures. 
Here we were at sea, and the evening coming on, but there was 
no request. Brother Holmes said there would be none, as my 
last lecture (which I supposed at the time would be my last, and 
therefore I spoke plainly), had made their desire go sour. It cannot 
be wondered at. ''Religion," as popularly practiced, and "the truth 
of the Lord" as revealed in the Scriptures, are not only diverse 
but incompatible elements. They have no more in common than 
frenzy and science. It is not an accidental Bible figure that calls 
the nations "drunk"with the spurious religiousness of Rome. I was 
glad to be excused another lecture, as I felt out of trim, and not 
encouraged by the nature of the audience. (To be continued, God Willing) 

The Psalms 
By BRO. G. V. GROWCOTI 

"If any man have not the spirit ofChri st, he is none ofhis" 
(Rom. 8:9). 

The Psalms are much more than the emotional outpourings 
ofa human mind. They speak freely and surely of prophecy and 
eternity, and the deep original causes and purposes which only 
the Spirit knows. They portray the development ofthe mind and 
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character ofthe multitudinous Christ, centering particularly in 
the training and perfecting of its glorious head. The Psalms fill 
in the gaps and omissions of the Gospels. They take us behind 
the scenes, and give us an inner view of the Gospel picture. In 
them we are with Christ during those years when he was hid 
from the world, and during those hours when He was alone with 
the Father. 

"His delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he 
meditate day and night" (Psa. 1:2). 

This is the godly man. The fact that such a character seems 
extreme and unattainable is illustrative of the depravity ofthe 
flesh, and its deceptive ability to present its own deformity and 
illness as the standard of health. But this is the true standard
anything less is a diseased condition. This ideal character, the 
godly man, appears throughout all the Psalms, weaving them 
into an epic of the perfect fulfillment of man's destiny. 

* * * 
"The Lord hath set apart him that is godly for Himself' (Psa. 

4:3). The world rushes by and around him, but it all has the un
real atmosphere of a dream. God has called him aside out of the 
throng into the quiet sanctuary of divine favour, and has shown 
him the plans for the eternal building that is to be erected on 
the site of all the present purposeless bustle and strife. 

For peace of mind, and for the single-minded and effectual 
accomplishment of the work to which he is divinely appointed, 
the godly man does well to remember that he has been set 
apart. But still, he is not a cold, unfeeling spectator, hardly re
garding the world's troubles and, like Jonah, impatient for its 
destruction. Repeatedly we are told that Christ was moved with 
compassion for the vast droves of shepherdless sheep and was 
never far away from tears when he contemplated the benighted 
misery of the world, but still

"Thou hast put gladness in my heart" (Psa, 4:7). Gladness is 
our true foundation .The deepest layer of the life of the righteous 
is pure gladness. Underneath and surrounding the transient 
sorrows of the present, God has put an all-embracing gladness 
in his heart. It is not a shallow gladness that ignores sorrow, 
but one that sees through and beyond it. This is real. All else 
is passing. This is God's gift of peace in the midst of storm-re
ceived and enjoyed in direct proportion as it is perceived and 
drawn upon. 

* * * 
"Out ofthe mouths ofbabes and sucklings hast thou ordained 

strength" (Psa. 8:2), The weak things of the world are used to 
Berean 2017 48 



carryon God's mighty purpose and confound the wise. "1 thank 
thee, Father; Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid 
these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them 
unto the babes." 

The last shall be first, the weak shall be strong, the abased 
shall be exalted, the poor shall be rich. Is it that Godjust set out 
deliberately to reverse every human trend or value, or is it that 
all man's views and standards are in direct and presumptuous 
defiance of eternal reality and truth? Can it be possible for 
proud, self-satisfied man to be consistently wrong? "That which 
is highly esteemed among men is an abomination in the sight 
of God." And to our minds comes that vicious parade of selfish 
virtues and glorified vices that comprise the philosophy of the 
natural brute beast called man. Let us distrust every natural 
thought and inclination. 

"What is man, that Thou are mindful ofhim?" asks the Psalm
ist (Psa. 8:4), contemplating this sad spectacle. Then, illustrating 
the rich inter-weavings of the mind ofthe Spirit, Paul takes up 
this very passage and focuses it on the Man, Christ

"Thou has made him a little lower than the angels, and hast 
crowned him with glory and honor . . . 0 Lord, our Lord, how 
excellent is Thy Name." 

Thus is man brought from the depths. But so few rise to the 
call of this glorious destiny

"The Lord looked down from heaven upon the children ofmen, 
to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God. They 
are all gone aside" (Psa. 14:2). 

Many wonder about the countless millions that come and go 
entirely outside the scope ofGod's plan, but God has looked them 
all over. The material that God desires is very rare- almost 
non-existent-true humility that seeks God's will in all things, 
and has no ideas of its own. Man's major problem is to get his 
estimation of himselfand his own ideas down to its true level of 
utter insignificance. Then he will not wonder why God can find 
no use for so many creatures like him, but he will bend every 
effort to make himself of some value to God. 

* * * 
Psalm 15 gives eleven points which mark the man that God 

can use. Among them-"He that sweareth to his own hurt and 
changeth not" (v, 4). 

There are few tests of character more decisive, especially 
in little things. There are many things that seem too small to 
make it necessary to be careful to adhere to principles; little 
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infractions that we can laugh off, or dismiss lightly
"He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful in much: 

he that is unjust in the least is unjust in much." 
Ifwe are unfaithful in little things, then we can be sure that 

our faithfulness in big things has no sound basis, but is merely 
the result offear, necessity or pride . In any accepted benefit, there 
is an implied covenant.The limitations of our circumstances may 
confine the return to simple thanksgiving, but usually there is 
much more to be done. The person who fails to realize this-that 
whenever he accepts, he is obliged to give-has not learned the 
first law of the spirit oflife. 

The life of Christ was in its entirety a complete and contin
ual giving, and it was the only perfect life. He came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister-not to get, but to give-not to 
accumulate, but to distribute. He fully realized the implications 
of the everlasting covenant

"He that doeth these things shall never be moved" (Psa . 15:5). 
What is it that moves us when others find fault? It is the 

half-conscious fear that somewhere we have lost contact with the 
mind of the spirit and the fault-finder may have some ground of 
fact at the bottom of the grievance he has built up . And in God's 
wise provision for the mortification of the flesh, we usually find 
that to a larger or smaller degree this is true. Rarely, if ever, 
are we permitted to enjoy the sweet but dangerous gratification 
of having been entirely right. "The Lord is the portion of mine 
inheritance" (Psa . 16:5). The mind that has fully grasped this 
has solved all problems and achieved perfect peace. All fear is 
removed and all desire is satisfied. Psa. 16:1l-"In thy presence 
is fullness ofjoy" How remote, and ineffectual, are the vain chat
terings and c1amourings of men ! "Men ofthe world, which have 
their portion in this life" (Psa , 17:14). 

David was Icing of a prosperous and successful nation. He 
subdued all his enemies round about, and enjoyed all the power 
and wealth and respect that natural man could wish. But he 
was never a "man of the world having his portion in this life." 
God was too real to him. He was too simple and genuine and 
unaffectedly humble. Weak though he was, these were the basic 
qualities of his heart, and he was chosen as the most suitable 
medium for the recording ofthe Psalms. They are far more than 
David's thoughts, but David was the one whose mind was most 
in tune with them. He says in the next verse

'~s for me, I will behold Thy face in righteousness, I shall be sat
isfied when I awake with Thy likeness . . . The Lord is my portion." 
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Many of the holy garments portrayed in the Psalms are far 
too large to fit David, but David, more than any other, burned 
with a realization of the infinite desirability of the full stature 
of the perfect man in Christ Jesus-"I shall be satisfied when I 
awake with Thy likeness." 

* * * 
Psalm 18 is majestic and warlike throughout. Its theme is 

vengeance and victory. All the destructive elements of nature 
are marshalled on the side of omnipotence, but right in the midst 
of it we read (v, 55)-"Thy gentleness hath made me great." 

The destructive power is the outer shell. The Lord is not in 
the whirlwind, the earthquake, or the fire . These are but the 
passing manifestations of His fury, which endures but for a 
moment; but the still small voice of gentleness remains. 

Whirlwind and earthquake and fire-those mighty evidences 
ofpower-ean pull down, and purify, and destroy, but gentleness 
alone can build and make great. 

"The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple" 
(Psa. 19:7). 

God does not attempt to give wisdom to the wise. To recognize 
our simplicity and distrust our wisdom is the first step toward 
knowledge. 

* * 
The twenty-second Psalm stands apart. The opening words, 
which Jesus uttered on the cross, are no puzzle to those who 
know the Psalms. "Why hast Thou forsaken me?"This thought is 
not an uncommon one. We find several Psalms beginning with 
this sentiment, but we do not find them ending with it. Consider 
the end of this one

"He hath not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the af
flicted, neither hath He hid His face from him, but when he cried 
unto Him, He heard .. .All the ends ofthe world shall turn unto 
the Lord" (v 24). Christ only quoted the opening words, but the 
whole Psalm would be vividly before his mind, for it is clear that 
it was written expressly for that very occasion

"They pierced my hands and my feet" (v. 16). 
"They parted my garments among them" (v. 18). 

* * * 
Then the familiar twenty-third Psalm, v.3, "He restoreth my 

soul."What does this mean, and how is it done? It is that process 
which clears and renews the perception and shrinks the present 
back into its proper dimensions. It consists of having certain 
things passed through the mind in orderly procession until the 
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lurking shadows are removed, and the true relations of present 
and future are perceived. It would not matter how deep the pit 
were if, like Jacob, we could perceive a ladder reaching from it to 
the safe haven with God, peopled by His messengers sent forth 
to minister to the heirs of salvation. 

The preceding Psalm is an example. The first verse prepared 
Christ for what was coming, and told him that it was all foreseen. 
Specific details of the occasion confirm the application. Then 
assurance is given that God is never heedless or unmindful of 
those in affliction, and finally the ladder leads the mind right 
to the final glorious consummation, linking the sorrows of the 
present into a continuous chain with the pleasures of eternity. 
So the soul is restored and takes up the journey again with the 
renewed vigor and courage. It is often the harshness of man that 
drives the soul to seek and find this comfort from God. 

* * * 
"The meek will He teach His way" (Psa. 25:9). Meekness opens 

the gates to communion with God. God will not transmit wisdom 
through any other medium. "To this man will I look . . . him who 
is ofa humble and contrite spirit." And it shuts the gates in the 
opposite direction. It is difficult to hurt a meek man. Arrows 
bounce harmlessly off the armor of his meekness. The proud is 
covered with exposed and tender susceptibilities, but the meek 
man knows none of these miseries. 

"All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto s uch as 
keep His covenants and His testimonies" (Psa. 25:10) . 

We unconsciously tend to absorb from those around us dan
gerous conceptions concerning the indiscriminate operation of 
God's mercy. God said, "I will have mercy on whom I will have 
mercy." "Great is His mercy toward them that fear Him." 

And those that fear the Lord are specifically defined in Psalm 
112:1. as "those that delight greatly in His commandments." Not 
just delighting in His Word, but delighting in the actual appli
cation of it to their lives. 

Every effect has a cause. All things operate by law, and the 
Scriptures teach us that the mercy of God is no exception. He is 
not a God of chance or caprice. For those who bend every effort 
to carefully learn and obey God's commands as the first concern 
of life, His mercy will have no limits; but for those who in any 
way presume upon their position, or ignore His instructions in 
any respect, mercy does not enter the picture. 

If we delight greatly in a commandment, it ceases to be a 
commandment, and becomes a loving expression of communion 
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and desire. This is the perfect law ofliberty-the ultimate per
fect merging of duty and desire. Law, we are told, is not for the 
righteous, but for the disobedient. Love eventually absorbs all 
law, as it does all fear, by removing all cause and necessity for 
it. Thus in the very process of abolishing the law, we establish 
it. The law is the form into which the character is poured. The 
form is soon removed, but the fixed character remains as an 
eternal monument to it. 

* * * 
"When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon 

me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell.''''Stand still and 
see the salvation of the Lord" (Psa. 27:2). Sometimes patience 
and faith must bridge a great gulf between the two parts of 
this verse, but for the godly man the immutability of the basic 
principle is assured. The worst of s torms will finally blow itself 
out and leave the man of God unharmed. 

"One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after; 
that I may dwell in the house ofthe Lord all the days ofmy life, to 
behold the beauty ofthe Lord, and to enq uire in His temple" (v. 4). 

One thing. One thing is needful. Complication is unrest, but 
simplification is peace. One thing in life must stand in majestic 
isolation like the mountain of the Lord, and all other things 
must be grouped in complete subjection at its base. 

"Wait on the Lord" (v, 14).We have ample instruction that we 
must be diligent and redeem the time, but in many problems 
waiting on the Lord is the best solution. God is in complete 
control: we are merely servants. We have many specific duties 
and responsibilities, but even in the discharge of these, waiting 
on the Lord plays no small part. The question, "Who shall roll 
away the stone?" often occasions needless care. Much of it rises 
from our failure to recognize our own insignificance in rel ation 
to God's great work. God is primarily testing and preparing us , 
not coming to us for help. Our task is confined to doing our own 
small part as it comes to us, in a manner pleasing to God. All 
the planning and engineering we can safely leave to Him. "He 
is the sav ing strength ofHis anointed" (Psa. 28:8). 

Was Christ different from us? God was his strength and his 
salvation. He had none other-nothing in himself; nor have we. 
He was the perfect man because he was the perfect manifestation 
of man's helplessness and God's perfection . 

* * * 
'W orship the Lord in the beauty ofholiness" (Psa, 29:2). Beau

ty is that attribute which gives pleasure simply by its existence, 
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that which embodies in itself its own reason for being. This is 
the ultimate state ofthe redeemed. Beauty is perfection of'forrn 
or quality. Holiness, or divine eternal perfection is the only true 
beauty. 

* * * 
"Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morn

ing" (Psa. 30:5). 
The weeping of the night is essential to the perfection of the 

morning's joy. Knowledge of good and evil have always been 
inseparably linked, right from the Garden of Eden.The weeping 
of the night, once it is over, will be a highly valued memory. Its 
actual sorrows will have left the mind, but its beneficial effect 
will be eternal. Nothing is unnecessary in the working of God's 
purpose. 

* * * 
"Fret not thyself because ofevildoers" (Psa, 37:l). 
It is natural to fret, but only because the whole picture is not 

kept in mind. It is no part ofthe necessary sorrows of the right
eous to fret about evildoers, or about the multitude of abuses 
and inequalities evildoers impose upon each other. The state of 
the world, local and international, is a matter of interest, but not 
of concern. Prices, wages, and social injustices are no personal 
anxiety of the man of God. He has been assured sustenance, and 
he desires no more. God's power is not shortened. Who comes 
out victor in the bitter political and industrial strivings of the 
potsherds of the earth cannot affect God's tender care for His 
children. Continuing this thought-"Surely every man walketh 
in a vain show; surely they are disquieted in vain; he heapeth 
up and knoweth not who shall gather it" (Psa. 39 :6). 

Three thousand years have not changed the picture. Man is 
still disquieted in vain. How futile and pitiful must man seem 
to God! And we all claim to know better; we are often careful 
and troubled about such little things. We sing, "Oh how love I 
Thy law, it is my study all the day." Surely if this is to be more '.
 than a pious exaggeration, it must fill our minds and eliminate 
our petty disquietude, and lead us to say 

"Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul?" (Psa. 43:5) 
Here is spiritual wisdom reasoning with natural feeling. 

It is much more easy and natural to follow and be affected by 
feeling than reason. But wisdom here calls attention to all the 
blessings and promises of God, present and future, and urges 
the inescapable conclusion that only hope and joy and praise are 
in order among the company of God's elect, therefore .. . "Sing 
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ye praises with understanding" (Psa. 47:7). 
This is the whole spirit of the book of Psalms. Praise is its 

form, understanding its outstanding characteristic. The Psalms 
speak with certainty and wisdom, upon every phase of divine 
purpose and human welfare, and they turn every aspect into 
praise and glorification of God. Understanding and praise go 
hand in hand. 

* * 
In Psalm 33 it is recorded "Praise is comely for the upright."All 

the activities of the upright should be directed toward the praise 
of God, in word and deed. Activities which do not measure up 
to this standard are uncomely and out of place. To worship in 
holiness, and to praise with understanding, comprise the highest 
destiny and joy to which man can aspire. The whole Scripture 
is necessary to teach both the holiness and the understanding, 
but in the developing and expressing of them in the form and 
spirit of worship and praise, the Psalms are pre-eminent. 

And in the heart of every Psalm, lifting it out of the realm of 
the ideal and impossible into the practical and attainable, we 
see-"that one man"-in whom all the strength and salvation 
of God centered

"In the volume of the book it is written of me, I delight to do 
Thy will, 0 my God." 

"Amen, Even So Come" 
By BRO. E.F. ffiGHAM, SR 

(Continued) 

This expression, "Even so come," can only be joined in with 
John if we have been made conformable to the chastisement 
coming upon all the elect of the Creator. This is a necessary ex
perience to constitute us as Sons and Daughters of God . Coupled 
with the acceptance of the Hope of Israel, a patient endurance 
of the fires of affliction is an evident token of God working in us, 
to will and to do of His good pleasure. 

The whole process of probation is to bring about a confident 
faith in God, a realization that all that is in the world, the lust 
of the flesh, the lust ofthe eye and the pride of life, are to vanish 
away. 

Perhaps by a consideration of these thoughts we can see the 
application ofthe expressions ofthe apostles when they referred 
to the necessary sufferings required in the lives oftheir followers, 
and the import oftaking up the cross and following the Master. 
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Why all this constant talk of necessary pain, trial and suf
fering? Is it required that we always be chastising ourselves in 
order to be saved? Are we not of all people the most blessed to 
have the hope of the Kingdom? Are we not told that

"The fruits of the Spirit are love, JOY and PEACE"? 
It is not a case of being mournful. It is a matter of thinking 

soberly and godly upon the things ofthe Truth in contrast with 
the ephemeral nature of worldly things. Christ said

"The servant is not greater than his Lord. If they have perse
cuted me, they will also persecute you" (In 15:20). 
We know how they treated him

"He was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief" 
That does not mean that he was mournful. He had a glorious 

prospect before him, and an unalterable conviction of its reality. 
"For the joy that was set before him, he endured the cross, 

despising the shame" (Heb. 12:2). 
This was the mind of Christ. It must also be in us if we 

are his servants, for we are not greater than our Lord. A true 
appreciation of the glories which are in store for the elect can 
only come by the recognition ofthe uselessness of the things of 
this life. Man's greatest attainments are but vanity. They shall 
all disappear into the dust, as has happened to the efforts of 
so many generations heretofore. There is only one thing that 
changes not. This is the Word of God

"Unchangeable Jehovah's Word 
I will be with thee, saith the Lord." (Hymn 139) 

:j: :+: * 
"The evening and the morning were the first day". 
So also it was recorded of the sixth day. We therefore, as in 

all generations find the evening of darkness and trial preceding 
the morning of brightness and joy. The apostle, continuing upon 
the theme of Christ's enduring because of the future prospect, 
declares of us

"Ye have not yet resisted unto blood striving against sin" (Auth. 
Ver.), or-"In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted 
to the point ofshedding your blood" (Heb. 12:4-New Rev.Ver.). 

To be associated in the same struggle to maintain the Truth 
in its purity, and thus endure hardship in consequence as a good 
soldier is to become related to the glories ofthe future. Thereby 
will be developed in us a great yearning for the coming of the 
glories of that age, when all men shall be blessed in the seed 
of Abraham. If we do not feel that strong urge and the necessity 
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for Christ's coming, if we have not come to want it more than 
anything else, then we have not been refined, purged and made 
white as we need to be. 

Perhaps the trials have made us bitter. They have not had 
their perfect work. We have

" ... forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto us as unto 
children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, 
nor faint when thou art rebuked ofHim." 

Let us not despise it, but count it-as James said (1:2-New 
Rev.}-':4lljoy-prospective joy-when you meet various trials." 

These things are designed to create a yearning, an earnest 
desire for the future in each one of us, so that we exclaim, 
from the helplessness, the realized helplessness of our own 
efforts-"EVEN SO, COME, LORD JESUS." 

It is not merely a recognition that a Divine government would 
be good for all those benighted people, so-called Christians, 
atheists, pagans and so forth; but an inward conviction of our 
own personal need for such a change to affect ourselves

"Lord, be merciful to me, a sinner." 
We come to take a different view toward trial. We "rejoice in 

tribulations"-not as such, but because of what they lead to. 
Paul told the Romans (8:17-19)

"The sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be com
pared with the glory which shall be revealed in us." 

This revealing of glory in us , if faithful, is a lot fuller than 
we may at first realize. The revealing, or apocalypsing will be 
for all the world to see, and comprehends what has been going 
on for 6000 years. Ifwe are God's children, we become

"Joint-heirs with Christ, ifso be that we suffer with him that 
we may be also glorified together" (v. 17). 

The understanding of this glorification together brings us 
one step nearer to a realization of the manner in which world 
events are framed around God's dealings with His servants. The 
principle is expressed by Moses in a national sense with Israel 
of old

"When the Most High divided to the nations their inheritance, 
when He separated the sons ofAdam, He set the bounds of the 
people according to the number of the children of Israel" (Deut, 
32:8). 

This applies in a higher and fuller sense to the servants of 
God and world events. This is illustrated in what Christ said to 
his disciples concerning the destruction of Jerusalem-
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"Except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh 
be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened " 
(Matt. 24 :22). 

Here was to be a direct Divine manipulation of world affairs 
for the sake ofa very few individuals.The operation of the power 
ofRame, the world empire, was to be controlled to such an exte n t 
that deliverance was to be effected at that time for those few 
under Divine care. 

This Divine supervision of the lives of His loved ones was 
not limited to this case. It is continuous and in accord with the 
Creator's will with each servant. 

Paul in writing of his trials to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 4) 
states that though he and they were persecuted, they were not 
forsaken; though cast down, were not destroyed. Then he adds

"ALL things are for your sakes" (v, 15). 
The purpose being that through the thanksgiving rising to 

God from the hearts of many, because of Hi s abundant mercy, 
the glory of God should be manifest by their patient subjection 
to trial. And then he continues

"Our light affliction, which is but for a moment (compara
tively), worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
ofglory" (1 Cor. 4: 17). 

He continues this theme in 2 Cor. 1:7
"Asye are partakers ofthe sufferings, so shall ye be also ofthe 

consolation." 
The original for "consolation" in the Greek is paraklesis

meaning "comfort," or from th e root ide a of "call ing near." It 
comes from the same original as parakletos translated as "Com
forter" in John, and which has direct application to the Spirit 
of God which was to come in measure upon the apostles. This 
coming was shown as taking place on Pentecost, Acts 2

"They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak 
with other tongues, as the Sp irit gave them utterance" 

Peter upon that occasion quoted the prophet Joel, saying that 
this outpouring of the Spirit was wh at Jo el said would happen. 
Because of this expression of the incipient fulfillment of the 
promise, many have concluded that it was the fullest applica
tion of what Joel had in mind. But it was only one step in the 
complete picture the Spirit wa s painting by J oel's prophecy; for 
the prophet's fullest hopes were in th e outpouring of spirit life 
when

"He will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain; 
and the latter rain in the first month" (J oel 2:23 ). 
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The full reaping of the harvest is here implied, the gathering 
of the wheat into the garner, for Joel continues (2:24)

"The floors shall be full of wheat, and the fats shall overflow 
with wine and oiL" 

These things he states happen when God takes in hand to 
gather all nations into the Valley of Jehoshaphat, when the 
proclamation goes forth, "Prepare war, wake up the mighty men," 
when God has brought again the captivity of His people. 

This "consolation" then, of which Paul told the Corinthians, 
is the outpouring of the Spirit of life upon the righteous, the 
change from the natural body to the Spirit body (Psa. 72:6)

"He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass" 
"Mown grass" tells us of grass cut down. Psalms and Peter 

tell us that all men are as grass (Psa. 90:5-6)
"Thou carriest them away as with a flood; they are as a sleep: 

in the morning they are like grass which groweth up. 
"In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up; in the evening 

it is cut down, and withereth." 
The thought of mowing is to be cut off, as a fleece ofthe sheep. 

Those who have been humbled and brought low by the trials 
which have been their lot, become the mown-grass element, and 
as such, God sends on them the rain oflife everlasting, the latter 
rain ofthe Spirit. Their urgent desire for this condition is brought 
about by their sufferings. They entreat the Lord to deliver them 
from this period of probation. If they do not experience this trial, 
this cutting down, they will have no desire for a change from the 
present dispensation. For ifa man is comfortable in his present 
surroundings he will have no desire for the Comforter. For as 
Paul told the Romans

"What a man hath, why doth he yet hope for?" (Rom. 8:24). 
The conflict and trial of the saints was illustrated from the 

beginning
"It (the seed ofthe woman) shall bruise the serpent's head, and 

he (the seed ofthe serpent) shall bruise the heel of the woman's 
seed" (Gen . 3:15). 

To which Christ added (John 15:20)
"The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have perse

cuted me, they will also persecute you ." 
Row can a man fervently pray
"Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on the earth, as it is now 

done in heaven" 
-if he is satisfied with his present little kingdom, if the 

bounds of his little empire are untouched by tribulation? 
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This seems to point up the matter of prayer. Are our petitions 
to God the expressions of what we really desire from the heart, or 
are they just so many words? James exhorted us to pray fervently 
(5:16)

"The effectual fervent prayer ofa righteous man availeth much." 
What kind of prayer is "effectual fervent" prayer? This is in

tense prayer expressed with our whole being, not just a few words 
hurried through abstractly. It must be with conviction that the 
petition is possible of fulfillment on the part of the Petitioned 
(Heb.11 :6)

"He that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He 
is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him." 

The word "effectual" comes from the Greek energeo which 
basically means "work, action, operative, powerful." Our word 
"energy" comes from the same Greek root. The word "fervent" 
comes from zelos meaning to be hot, glow, or figuratively, ardor. 
Again our word "zealous" comes from this same Greek source. 
The whole picture is a passionate imploring the blessing of the 
Heavenly Father, Who alone can bring to pass our strongest 
desire-

"The energetic, zealous prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much." 

James illustrates what he meant when he said (5:17-18)
"Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he 

prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the 
earth by the space of three years and six months. 

"And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth 
brought forth her fruit." 

We constantly meet expressions telling us to "pray without 
ceasing," "pray always," "continue in prayer." Of our great exam
ple, Jesus, we read

"He continued all night in prayer unto God" (Lk. 6:12). 
We recall that upon one occasion Christ pictorially represented 

this principle of drawing the Heavenly Father's response by the 
parable of the Unjust Judge (Luke 18:1)

"He spake a parable to this end, that men ought always to pray, 
and not to faint." 

He concluded by saying
"Shall not God avenge His own elect, which cry day and night 

unto Him, though He bear long with them? 
"1 tell you He will avenge them speedily. " 
Those who cry day and night unto God are those who are of 

the class who cry
"E ven so, Come, Lord Jesus."-1957 Berean 
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Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy 
A GRIM PROGNOSIS 
In a recent interview,former President of the Soviet Union Mikhail 
Gorbachev gave a grim prognosis. According to the longtime 
statesman, the world is preparing for war. 

"Politicians and military leaders sound increasingly belligerent 
and defense doctrines more dangerous. Commentators and TV 
personalities are joining the bellicose chorus," Gorbachev wrote 
for Time. "It all looks as ifthe world is preparing for war .. . [The] 
world today is overwhelmed with problems. Policymakers seem 
to be confused and at a loss."-Rare, 1/17 

In this short and succinct statement from the same leader 
that oversaw the dissolution of the Soviet Empire, we find 
confirmation of these two respective messages of prophecy 
concerning the final days of the Gentile age

'Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake 
up the mighty men, let all the men ofwar draw near; let them 
come up Thither cause thy mighty ones to come down, 0 
Yahweh Yahweh also shall roar out ofZion, and utter his 
voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall 
shake" (Joel 3:9-16). 

"Upon the earth distress ofnations, with perplexity; the sea 
and the waves roaring; Men's hearts failing them for fear, and 
for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: 
for the powers ofheaven shall be shaken. And then shall they 
see the Son ofman coming in a cloud with power and great 
glory" (Luke 21:25-27). 

The preparations for war are proceeding apace, and the 
public measure of fear seems to have leapt upward exponen
tially with the election of the present U.S. president. 

This is very significant, because despite the emergence of 
the UN and the European experiments geared toward ensuring 
peace, the reality has been peace was only effectively enforced 
via the shadow cast by the phenomenal U.S. military machine. 

That, now, is changing. The previous U.S. president passively 
watched as turmoil created significant fractures and stress 
lines in Europe and the Middle East-most notably with Libya, 
Egypt, Crimea and Syria. U.S. interventionism and foreign 
policy stalled, and even Israel was recently surprised at U.S. 
recalcitrance at the UN. Now the new U.S. leader appears to be 
putting U.S. policy in reverse, publicly questioning the value 
of NATO, the UN, economic and social globalization, and the 
historical role of U.S. as arbiter of world affairs. 
"REVlSIONIST POWERS" 

Many are taking note of both this and the rise of Russia 
and China as "revisionist powers": meaning aggressive states 
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dissatisfied with the current international order. And these po
litical analysts are fearful of what they see on the horizon-

Think of two significant trend lines in the world today. One is 
the increasing ambition and activism of the two great revisionist 
powers, Russia and China. The other is the declining confidence, 
capacity, and will ofthe democratic world, and especially of the 
United States, to maintain the dominant position it has held in the 
international system since 1945.As those two lines move closer,we 
will reach the moment at which the existing order collapses and 
the world descends into a phase of brutal anarchy, as it has three 
times in the past two centuries. The cost of that descent, in lives 
and treasure, in lost freedoms and lost hope, will be staggering. 

Americans tend to take the fundamental stability of the in
ternational order for granted, even while complaining about the 
burden the United States carries in preserving that stability. 
History shows that world orders do collapse, however, and when 
they do it is often unexpected, rapid, and violent. The late 18th 
century was the high point of the Enlightenment in Europe, be
fore the continent fell suddenly into the abyss of the Napoleonic 
Wars. In the first decade ofthe 20th century, the world's smartest 
minds predicted an end to great-power conflict as revolutions in 
communication and transportation knit economies and people 
closer together. The most devastating war in history came four 
years later. The apparent calm ofthe postwar 1920s became the 
crisis-ridden 1930s and then another world war. Where exactly 
we are in this classic scenario today, how close the trend lines 
are to that intersection point is, as always, impossible to know. 
Are we three years away from a global crisis, or 15? That we are 
somewhere on that path, however, is unmistakable. 

And while it is too soon to know what effect Donald Trump's 
presidency will have on these trends, early signs suggest that the 
new administration is more likely to hasten us toward crisis than 
slow or reverse these trends. The further accommodation ofRussia 
can only embolden Vladimir Putin, and the tough talk with China 
will likely lead Beijing to test the new administration's resolve 
militarily. 

The American public's patience with the difficulties and costs 
inherent in playing [their] global role has worn thin. 

Coming as it does at a time ofgrowing great-power competition, 
this narrowing definition ofAmerican interests will likely hasten 
a return to the instability and clashes of previous eras. The weak
ness at the core of the democratic world and the shedding by the 
United States of global responsibilities have already encouraged 
a more aggressive revisionism by the dissatisfied powers .That, in 
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tum, has further sapped the democratic world's confidence and 
willingness to resist. History suggests that this is a downward 
spiral from which it will be difficult to recover. 

Revisionist great powers are not easy to satisfy short of com
plete capitulation. Their sphere of influence is never quite large 
enough to satisfy their pride or their expanding need for secu
rity.-Foreign Policy, 2/17 

And again, we see an unintentional endorsement of the 
truth of Biblical prophecy, this time acknowledging Russia 
as dissatisfied and insecure, and that her pride will drive her 
to conquest-awaiting only the stepping forward of a proud 
Autocrat to lead her people to security. Or in the words of 
Habakkuk concerning the character and motivation ofGog

"He is a PROUD man, neither keepeth at home, who en
lurgeth his desire as hell, and is as death, and CANNOT BE 
SATISFIED, but gathereth unto him all nations, and heapeth 
unto him all people . . . Woe to him that coveteth an evil 
covetousness to his house, that he may set his nest on high, 
THAT HE MAYBE DELIVERED FROM THE POWER OF EVIL!" 
(Hab. 2:5-9). 
RUSSIA'S GEOGRAPHIC PLAN 

The incoming administration ofthe new U.S. president has 
noted the growing threat of the Russian bear-

During the first phone call between Donald Trump and 
Vladimir Putin on 28 January, both sides agreed on the need to 
improve the US-Russian relationship. While it's still uncertain 
how this new relationship will evolve, the conclusion of Secretary 
of State Rex Tillerson that "we're not likely to ever be friends" is 
telling. More importantly, Tillerson noted that the Kremlin has 
"a geographic plan" and that it is "taking actions' to implement 
that plan."-Yale Univ., 2/17 

Russia has been complaining for years about the encroach
ment ofNATO onto its geographic borders, seeing the West as 
continually taking advantage of the breakup of the USSR. We 
know from Ezekiel 38 that Poland and Germany are stepping 
stones on the way to Russia's assembling the territories that 
once belonged to the Roman and Holy Roman Empires (along 
with the other territories of Neb. Image). Now we see how the 
West's activity in these two countries is exacerbating Russian 
insecurity, as it considers the perceived ''power of evil" set 
against itself in the form of NATO-

Russia views the deployment of NATO troops and military 
hardware to the Baltic states, Poland and Germany as a threat 
and has no information about how and when the build-up will 
end, the RIA news agency reported. 
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RIA cited Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Alexei Meshkov as 
saying Moscow was watching closely and would ensure that its 
own security was guaranteed. 

"This deployment is of course a threat for us," RIA cited Mesh
kov as saying. ''And who said that it will end with this? We do not 
have such information. For the first time since World War Two we 
see German soldiers along our borders." 

Meshkov's comments follow the United States deploying thou
sands of soldiers and heavy weaponry to Poland, the Baltic states 
and southeastern Europe in its biggest build-up since the Cold 
War. 

German troops and armor are also due to reinforce Lithuania 
this month as part of NATO's plans.-Bus. Insider, 2/17 

And yet again in line with prophecy, little hints here and 
there concerning the eventual spoiling of the Middle East by 
the King of the North are reported by an unsuspecting media-

While the world warily eyed Donald Trump's inauguration, Rus
sia and Syria signed a long-term basing agreement giving Russian 
ships and planes access there for 50 years, a major commitment 
that underscores Russian President Putin's years-long effort to 
restore Russia's once-powerful role in the Eastern Mediterranean. 

The pact calls for expanding and making permanent Russia's 
temporary air base in Latakia, and expanding the Russian naval 
facility in Tartus that would allow it to permanently harbor 11 
ships. The expansion would enable Tartus to host larger ships 
than it currently can accommodate-for instance, the aircraft 
carrier Kuznetsov couldn't dock there last fall-as well as nuclear 
submarines, according to Russian state-controlled press reports. 

State Duma member Sergei Zheleznyak said that the deal "will 
help protect the Syrian people from the terrorist threat and, on 
top of that, will make it possible to consolidate stability across the 
Middle Eastern region."-Foreign Policy, 1/17 
TARSHISH POWERS DRAWING TOGETHER 

Returning again to the new U.S. president, we also see pos
itive indications concerning the prophetic picture ofthe lions 
ofTarshish united together against the Northern Colossus; the 
formulation of which alliance will leave Europe ready to fall 
to the "proud man" who will form the two feet of clay and iron 
ofNeb.'s Image. 

US President Donald Trump has agreed to start immediate 
trade talks with Britain with the goal of preserving current ar
rangements when it leaves the European Union, Downing Street 
said. 

The "high-level talks" risk antagonizing EU leaders, who have 
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warned London cannot start negotiations with other countries 
until it exits the bloc. 

The bilateral talks are aimed at laying the groundwork for a 
new deal that can be signed as soon as possible after Brexit, 

Bilateral trade is currently worth more than £150 billion and 
the United States is the single biggest source of inward invest
ment in Britain. 

[British PM] May has promised to start the two-year process 
ofleaving the EU by the end of March, but her government has 
already had informal trade discussions with India, Australia and 
New Zealand. 

[May] revealed that Trump said he wanted their relationship 
to be even closer than that of Margaret Thatcher and Ronald 
Reagan during the Cold War.-AFp, 1/17 

All these old colonies ofthe British (Tarshish) Empire, along 
with a few others such as Canada, will form the collective 
second "mountain of brass" of Zechariah's prophecy. 

Wehave seen how Germany's NATO activities have offended 
Russia, setting up a situation where Gog will someday decide 
to conquer Magog (Germany) in order to remove the threat, 
just as Ezekiel 38 demands. But another nation ofEurope also 
has a very prominent role in the ongoing play: France. 
FRENCH OPPORTUNISM 

France is the European originator of the three unclean 
spirits like frogs that continue to agitate the nations into 
a state of war, per Rev. 16:13-14. It is quite remarkable that 
France is suddenly acting very prominently in two directions: 
first, in that it convened a ''peace conference" of 70 nations 
specifically to address the Palestinian Arab problem in Israel; 
and second, to step up its military leadership in NATO as it 
sees opportunity through the looming Brexit, 

Considering the latter item-
France is reportedly hoping to take Britain's senior position 

in NATO amid claims the UK's role within the alliance could be 
at threat after Brexit. 

The country has held the position of deputy supreme allied 
commander-the No.2 military post in the alliance-since 1951 
but this may have to be transferred to a member of the EU un
der options being discussed, the Royal United Services Institute 
(RUSn said. 

The Times claimledl Paris sent an unofficial delegation to 
Washington last autumn to convince US officials that French 
armed forces were better placed than their British counterparts 
to be America's special ally in Europe after Brexit. 
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"They also pointed out that, after Brexit, they would be the 
only EU country with this capability." 

A [British] Ministry of Defence spokesman told the newspaper: 
"Wewill continue to playa leading role in European security. This 
includes providing NATO's deputy supreme allied commander for 
Europe." 

The think-tank said a solution might be the creation of a second 
equivalent position within NATO or the UK swapping its role for 
another senior one, such as chief of staff. 

Meanwhile, Britain faces losing foreign policy influence in 
countries which put a high value on access to EU markets, such 
as the Balkan nations, Belarus and Ukraine. 

And, given that the UK is highly likely to withdraw from EU 
economic assistance programmes, it faces a similar decline in 
influence in neighbouring areas such as Turkey and North Africa, 
RUSI warns. 

"Tr ump's election-on a platform of 'America First'<-could 
[throw] further doubt on whether the post-1945 Western insti
tutional order can now survive."-Telegraph, 1 / 17 

France is positioning itself as the head of Europe, as the Eu
ropean Union comes under increasing strain while both Brit
ain and U.S. draw increasingly distant (and note the countries 
where British influence is receding from: all territories per
taining to Gog). This positioning would place France, which 
once launched a general named Napoleon Bonaparte across 
the arc of Europe, at the head of any European conversation 
leading to war, and any eventual gathering ofmultitudes into 
a specific theater ofwar: "to gather them to the battle ofthat 
great day ofGod Almighty ... and hegathered them together 
into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon" (Rev. 
16:14,16). 

Dr. Thomas wrote concerning this-"In ch. 16:16, the sixth 
angel-power gathers the kings of the earth and of the whole 
habitable, "into the place called in the Hebrew tongue Anna
geddon."This is equivalent to saying that Armageddon is in 
the land where Hebrew was wont to be spoken" (Eureka Vol. 
II; pg. 463). Thus, the eventual focal point of a war gathering 
all nations will be Israel, and the plain of the ancient city of 
Megiddo, where Daniel says, "the King of the North shall plant 
the tents of his camp." 

So the agitating influences ofFrench democracy will focus 
the nations' attention on Israel-

France will convene some 70 countries on January 15 for a 
Middle East peace conference in Paris and will invite the Israeli 
and Palestinian leaders to meet separately at its conclusion. 
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The stated goal of this conference is to promote a "two-state 
solution" to the long-running Arab-Israel conflict. 

There is concern in Israel that whatever is agreed upon will 
immediately be used as the basis for a UN Security Council 
resolution that would permanently divide the land and create a 
Palestinian state. 

But ... [U.S. President] Donald Trump has already made it 
clear that he would never support such a resolution. 

France has repeatedly tried to breathe new life into the peace 
process, holding a preliminary conference last June at which the 
UN, EU, the US and major Arab countries gathered to discuss 
proposals, without the Israelis or Palestinians present. 

A French diplomatic source said that with uncertainty sur
rounding how exactly the next US administration would proceed, 
it was more important than ever to deal with the issue. 

All in all, the stage is being set for one of the Middle East's 
biggest-ever conflicts.-IsraelNews, 1/17 
A SURPPRISE MOVE BY BRITAIN 

Such a blatant move by France to put its stamp on Israel 
and the Middle East resulted in a surprise move by Britain-

The Paris peace conference saw Great Britain break ranks with 
the countries that attended in a move that pleased Israel and 
perhaps the incoming administration of President-elect Donald 
Trump. 

Instead ofdemonstrating international consensus as intended 
by France under President Francois Hollande, the summit turned 
into a showdown between France and the United Kingdom over 
IsraeL 

The UK, along with Australia, declined to join 70 other nations 
in co-signing a relatively mild statement about preserving the two
state solution, even though it matched positions long supported 
by the British government. 

It was a stunning about-face that even caught longtime observ
ers ofAnglo-Israeli relations by surprise. 

Trump has called for the United Kingdom to veto any further 
action on Israel at the United Nations. A midlevel British diplomat 
said his country will not support any further attempts in the near 
future to pass another resolution on Israel. 

The Guardian suggested that [UK PM] May ordered the Paris 
snub to align her policy with that ofTrump.-Jer. Post, 1/17 

The world wonders at the elevation of this particular in
dividual to the highest political position of president of the 
United States. We do not, because we know that if we watch 
patiently, we will perceive the Creator's hand at work in ar
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ranging the nations for the final end-game. Each successive 
move brings us closer to the reality of the Kingdom, and into 
a deeper appreciation of the commandment to stay away 
from the politics of the world, lest we vote or act or protest 
in opposition to the will of the Father. 

So while the world's wide path of pleasure and treachery 
descends into an ever-deeper abyss of fear and insecurity, we 
grow increasingly assured that our lonely path ofseparation 
is the right one, because we have received the promise

"Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the 
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I willreceive you, 
and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty" (2 Cor. 6:17-18).-T.D.C. 

One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Cont inued from page 72) 

Where?-"Thus shall we be always with the Lord." Where he 
is-"that where I am,ye may bealso."This question is answered 
in the last verse of Ezekiel; Jer. 3:17; Joel 3:21; Zech. 2:10; 8:3; 
Psa . 132: 13-14-and in numberless other places. 
All the redeemed gathered together in the Holy Land.-It is not 
so stated in the Word. They are not all to dwell there at once . 
The redeemed have all a common right to that land, which gives 
them a right in common to the Kingdom to exist there, and to 
the Dominion of that Kingdom over all nations. The redeemed 
will dwell in all parts of the earth where there are men to be 
governed and enlightened. They are the leaves of the Tree of 
Life-for the healing of the nations. 
There number so great as to exceed the calculating powers of 
man.-Not so. ''Agreat multitude, which no man could number;" 
and not that the number was great beyond the power of human 
calculation. The number will be relatively small though, abso
lutely great-small compared with all Adam's posterity; great 
if no more than a million; for a million is a number absolutely 
great. "Many are called, but there are few chosen." yet that few 
will be adequate to all the demands ofthe kingdom and empire 
of the Age to Come. -Herald of the Kingdom, 1856 

* * * 
IN "Further Questions and Answers, " bro. Thomas responded to a candi

date's obligations before coming into the Truth:
 
PAY debts before entering the Truth?-


Ans. It is not necessary. Obey the Truth as soon as affectionately 
believed, and then do the best that is possible in the premises. 

RECONCILIATION with the wronged-
Ans. A right-minded sinner-if we may use such a phrase
when convinced that he had wronged another, would make all 
honourable amends in his power."Scope for repentance" is only 
denied to those who sell their birthright, as Esau did; it is, there
fore, not necessary. The reconciliation and restitution, where 
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possible, will be the result of believing and obeying the Truth. 
WRONGLY influencing others-

Ans. Purify your own soul in the obedience of the Truth 
first, and restore the victim, where possible, afterwards. 

WHAT is unpardonable offences?-
Ans. Ifa man become a New Testament Christian, and he after
wards "sell his birthright for a mess of pottage," that is, aposta
tizes, or continue to profess faith, but become "unrighteous," as 
murderers, drunkards, thieves, covetous, fornicators, and such 
like , his offence is unto exclusion from the Kingdom ofGod, and 
to death (1 Cor. 6:9-11 ; Eph . 5:5; 1 In. 3:15; v. 16; Rev. 21:8). 

* * * 
AN address to "The Young Women of the Birmingham Ecclesia" by sis. 
Roberts (was read by her Husband, at a Tea Meeting of the said Young 
Women, held in the Athenaeum Hall, Thursday, Dec. 29, 1881). 

* * * 
IN his continuing articles on the "Visible Hand of God" in Miracles, Signs, 
and Wonders: No. 12, bro. Roberts dealt with some of the ten plagues on 
Egypt. His comment on the frog plague was well suited for all the others-

The manifest connection between the prayer of Moses and 
this cessation of the plague of frogs ought to have convinced 
Pharaoh that it was God that was at work in the case, and that 
it was futile and insane to continue his opposition. It would 
have had this effect had Pharaoh been ofa reasonable and en
lightened mind; but he was neither reasonable nor enlightened. 

* * * 
IT is noteworthy that each month, along with his many other efforts, bro. 
Roberts was writing and publishing the "Bible Finger Posts." For January 
and the following few months, the subject of the Finger Posts centered 
around the resurrection of Christ and the many aspects in relation to this 
great event. The purpose of these articles was for door to door distribution. 
Concerning one of these, we find the following thought expressed-

A systematic distribution ofthese tracts, from month to month, 
would be a form of service within reach of the poorest and most 
lonely. A brother standing alone in a town or district, would 
by this means be able to bring the Truth regularly under the 
notice of those around him, without public lectures, which are 
in his case impossible. 

Bro. Roberts further stated a very important point that we should keep 
in mind-

With the result he need not trouble himself. The tracts refer 
readers to larger works, and may thus open the way for a 
larger enlightenment. Butwhether or no, he would in this way 
be bearing a dutiful testimony, "whether they hear or forbear." 

* * * 
WE noticed that under the "Editorial" comments given each month by 
bro. Roberts, the theme is on encouragement in relation to the apparent 
slow moving Signs of the Times. To us today these were exciting times, 
as we note when we look back through the events of 135 years ago; but to 
those living then, it seemed like things were not coming quickly enough. 
Nonetheless, His Divine purpose is being fulfilled, although there are times 
we cannot see it and perhaps even become impatient in relation to them. 
Bro . Roberts, again this month, commented on the outlook of mankind 
towards the events taking place before their eyes-
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There are not only those who seriously recognize the character 
of the age, now current as the epoch for the culmination of the 
purpose of God with the nations of the earth (as revealed by 
His servants, the prophets); there are those, also, who make fun 
out of such recognitions, and those, also, who dismally forbode 
without light. Both are visible ... 

* * * 
UNDER the "Signs of the Times" items, we find the following comments

The Jewish sign grows to greater size and brilliance in the 
political sky. The brilliance is that of a lurid glare, but still it 
betokens the approach of Israel's mom. The persecutions in 
Russia, where the greatest body of Jewish population in the 
world is to be found, and which turn out to be worse than the 
Bulgarian atrocities in extent and ferocity, are now attracting 
the attention of the English press, and of influential sections 
of the British public. 

This situation led to another development of the Divine purpose with the 
British Empire. Britain's position was to be one of favour for the Jews and 
their hope of a regathering back to the Holy Land. From this point on, we 
should notice the great influence that Britain had in causing the Jewish 
restoration. She was to fulfill her part, as ordained by God. Bro. Roberts 
writes on this aspect-

These terrible events (concerning Jewish persecution) have 
evoked an influential movement in England. A committee (of 
some of the leading influential people of the day) ... has been 
formed for the purpose of arousing English public opinion on 
behalf of the persecuted Jews and raising at least a million 
sterling for their relief. 

* * * 
IN the ecclesial news section we note the following: 
BIRMINGHAM: bro. Roberts-

At a tea meeting of a special character, a few readings were given 
by bro. Roberts from the forthcoming book the Trial. At the close 
of the meeting, a unanimous resolution was passed requesting 
that the whole work might be read in the same manner, by in
stalments. Bro . Roberts undertook to comply. The opinion was 
freely expressed that the new book would be a great stimulus to 
the work ofthe Truth, both as regards brethren and strangers. 
It is to be published anonymously, for the sake of getting at the 
public. It will be a book of about 300 pages. 

MOLD: a brother writes-
I have been labouring hard in this place for the last twelve 
months, and have had hopes at times of some who seemed in
terested. I and my wife are alone, but we sometimes have the 
pleasure of meeting with another bro. and sis. We met together 
on Christmas day, and were much edified and strengthened by 
each other's company, by breaking bread and drinking wine 
in remembrance of our Lord's death, also in singing hymns of 
praise to our Father in heaven and His son Jesus Christ, whom 
we love and for whom we wait. 

SWANSEA: a brother's brief account of his coming to a knowledge of theTruth
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I was totally ignorant of a community professing the Christa
delphian faith. At that time, religion was to me but of secondary 
importance. The Bible I regarded as a dry, uninteresting book, 
and religion an irksome necessity-the practical observance of 
which I considered consisted in chapel-going on Sundays, the 
leading of a moral life, and an occasional reading of the Word 
of God. 
A change of abode brought me into connection with Christa
delphians and Christadelphianism. My astonishment and pious 
horror was exceedingly great when the Christadelphian doctrines 
were made known unto me and I immediately applied myself 
to the Scriptures for matter wherewith to refute those (as I 
supposed) heretical and impudent notions. My hatred and oppo
sition, was chiefly directed towards that doctrine which declares 
that man was mortal. I discovered that proof of man's inherent 
immortality were not so abundant as I imagined. 
A brother kindly lent me the Twelve Lectures, the perusal of 
which I commenced, the result being a thorough revolution in 
my religious convictions ... Ultimately, after a struggle of about 
two years, I resolved to leave all and to be immersed into the 
sin-covering name, and to 'seek first the Kingdom of God.' A 
sense ofquietness and peace has replaced that ofuneasiness and 
conflict, and my earnest endeavour now in this candidature for 
immortality, is to work out my salvation 'with fear and trembling.' 

* * * 
INTERESTING Bible Lectures: 

"The Year ofthe Redeemed"
 
"The Bible Explanation ofthe Numerous Religious Denomina

tions: their Origin and End"
 
"The Gospel to the Poor: Their Blessing in the Coming Age"
 
"The Time for Rewarding Men for their Works"
 
"Salvation and its Conditional Bestowment"
 
"The Annihilation Theory"
 

January Answers-"1st and 2nd Peter" 
1. Apostle 21. Heirs 
2. Grace 22. Feed 
3. Lively 23. Ensample 
4. Inheritance 24. Humility 
5. Reserved 25. Careth 
6. Revealed 26. Promises 
7. Temptation 27. Virtue 
8. Faith 28. Prophecy 
9. Precious 29. Scoffers 

10. Angels 30. Slack 
11. Obedient 31. Grace 
12. Holy 32. Faith 
13. Unfeigned 33. Eyewitnesses 
14. Grass 34. Beloved 
15. Endureth 35. Mount 
16. Spiritual 36. Minds 
17. Chosen 37. Prophets 
18. Abstain 38. Apostles 
19. Ornament 39. Coming 
20. Wife 40. Ignorant 
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One Hundred & Thirty-Five Years Ago� 
The ChristadeJphian, February, 1882 

UNDER the heading of "Interesting Questions Answered," bro. Thomas 
explained the meaning of In. 14:2-3

In his Father's House are many mansions-The Father's house 
referred to his Kingdom, in which are many places for the faith
ful. He has been engaged in the work ofpreparation for eighteen 
centuries past. He will remain there until he has reconciled all 
to the Father "who are ofthe Truth, " and for whom he prepared 
the kingdom. This work accomplished, the Russo-Assyrian 
Confederacy matured, and its armies encamped in Palestine, 
he comes again, and "receives" his brethren to himself from 
among the dead; that where he is then, they may be also : that 
is, in the kingdom restored again to Israel. (Continu ed on page 68) 

BIBLE PUZZLE-uBiblical Persons" 
1. Pioneer from Dr� 21. Famous woman judge 
2. The Law Giver� 22. Prophet with unfaithful wife 
3. Boy brought up in tabernacle 23.~oses'brother 
4. Physician who wrote a gospel 24. Banished to Patmos 
5. Prophet taken up in chariot of fire 25. Author of second gospel 
6. Samuel's mother� 26. Job's daughter 
7. King tried to kill Jesus when baby 27. King ofTyre helped Solomon 
8. Woman of Joppa sewed for poor 28. Sis of Lazarus and ~ry 
9. A strong man ' 29. He lied to Peter 

10. Ruth's mother-in-law 30. His wife 
11. Jacob's father� 31. Son David mourned 
12. High priest at trial of Jesus 32. Oldest man of Bible 
13. First king of Israel 33. Had John Bap.tist killed 
14. Jesus raised him from dead 34. Abraham's Wife 
15. Builder of first temple 35. ~other ofJohn the Baptist 
16. Pharisee who saw Jesus by night 36. One of Eli's sons 
17. Disciple Jesus called Cephas 37. Jacob's named changed to this 
18. Syrian whose leprosy Elisha healed 38. Nephew ofAbraham 
19. Mighty hunter of Genesis 39. A young companion of Paul 
20. Sweet singer of Israel 40. Memorial Name of God 
Aaron Hannah Lazarus Nimrod 
Abraham Herod Lot Peter 
Absalom Herodias Luke Samson 
Ananias Hiram ~ark Samuel 
Caiaphas Hophni Martha Sapphira 
David Hosea Methuselah Sarah 
Deborah Isaac Moses Saul 
Dorcas Israel Naaman Solomon 
Elijah John Naomi Timothy 
Elizabeth Keren-happauch Nicodemus Yahweh 
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