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Ecclesial News 
BOSTON, Mass 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

On July 22, 2017 James Sommerville of the Boston ecclesia gave a 

good confession of his faith and was later baptized at Bro. Wayne J. 

Wolfe's tank.  Bro. James received the right hand of fellowship on 

Sunday in Lampasas, Texas. 

Bro. Jim Sommerville, Recorder 
 

HOUSTON, Texas 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Loving greetings, 

Sis. Gail Steger has come to the conclusion that it is best that she be 

in fellowship with the Bereans and has requested to be reinstated. We 

are happy to have her back and look forward to continuing our journey 

together. 

Love in the bonds of the Truth, 

Bro. Dan Lorquet, Recording Brother 
 
 

GATHERINGS & ACTIVITIES 
(To be held Yahweh Willing) 

BOSTON FRATERNAL GATHERING.......................................Oct 28-29, 2017 

Bro. Jim Sommerville, jsommer393@msn.com   

 

 

I Will Extol Thee, My God, O King 

“Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, and His greatness is 

unsearchable” (Psalm 14:3). Anthem 32 

“PRAISE YE THE LORD . . . both young men and maidens, old 

men AND CHILDREN: Let them praise the Name of the Lord, for His 

Name alone is excellent, His glory is above the earth and heaven” 

(Psalm 148:12-13). 

What is praise? What does it mean to praise the Lord? 

Praising is not just a form of words or an outward exercise. It is no 

praise for God just to have words of praise coming out of a tape 

recorder, or a record player. Praise is a living condition—a joyful, 

thankful state of the mind and heart. 

We may remember God. We may keep Him in mind as the central 

reality of life. We may acquire knowledge and understanding of Him—
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but if all this does not lead us to be filled with praise and rejoicing in 

God, it is no good to us. It is mechanical. It is lifeless. 

We must be filled constantly with the joyful spirit of praise. It must 

be the air we breathe—the influence we radiate. God is a Person, a 

Father, a Centre—not only of wisdom and power and righteousness and 

truth—but of love and goodness and kindness and joy. 

The people of God—the true people of God—are a glorious, joyful 

family, rejoicing in love for one another and for the Father of Love 

Who has called them all unto Him. 

Most people are too wrapped up in themselves to praise God. Their 

own little circle of activity is all their cramped little minds can reach 

out to. They never learn how to live in the largeness and fullness of life. 

Their potentialities for spiritual growth and expansion lie dormant and 

useless, like the wings of a caged bird. They are miserable prisoners of 

their own self-centeredness. 

This can happen to any of us. 

But, the spirit of praise opens the doors of the cage, and lifts us up 

to the vast heavenly expanse, and all the petty problems of the present 

shrink below us into insignificance. 

Praise to God is the mind’s great healer and purifier. It is no 

meaningless coincidence that the last seven Psalms are all dedicated to 

this glorious theme, and that the final words are— 

“Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord. PRAISE YE THE 

LORD!” (Psalm 150:6).                                         —Bro. G.V.Growcott 

 

Don’t look back! 

This morning we will consider for exhortation, the Scriptural 

incident described to us in the history of Abraham, concerning the wife 

of Lot, Abraham’s nephew. The theme of this morning’s exhortation is 

“Don’t look back!”  In the world, they sometimes tease each other not 

to look back, for someone might be gaining on you.  But our reason for 

not looking back is completely different.  We don’t look back, because 

we must utterly reject, even despise what we have left behind, when we 

decided to dedicate our lives to serving Yahweh. 

In our readings today, we read of the principle of baptism in 

Romans 6. Many of us here, were privileged to see Bro. James 

Sommerville baptized a week ago, and on that occasion, Bro. Jimmy 

reminded us of the things inherent in this chapter.  We read there: 
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Rom. 6:3-4, “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into 

Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  Therefore we are buried 

with him by baptism into death:” 

Baptism then, represents our death. We become dead to all the toys 

and trinkets of this world, all shiny objects and the false promises that 

this world appears to offer.  And we look toward another world, based 

upon promises which God made to us in the pages of the Bible.  Our 

baptism brings us into line with those promises, as Paul told us: 

Gal. 3:27-29, “For as many of you as have been baptized into 

Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 

neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all 

one in Christ Jesus.  And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, 

and heirs according to the promise.” 

Those promises play an important and indispensable part in our 

subject this morning.  We all recall that after Abraham had come into 

the land of Israel, that he, with Lot had wandered the land for about 10 

years till, finally Abraham and Lot’s families had grown so large, that 

their animal herders were starting to compete with each other for 

grazing land.  To end the friction, Abraham told Lot to choose which 

land he wanted, and Abraham would move a different direction. We 

read this of the account: 

Gen. 13:8-9, “And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I 

pray thee, between me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy 

herdmen; for we be brethren.  Is not the whole land before thee? 

separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, 

then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will 

go to the left.” 

Lot looked at the land before them, and he felt that the plains of 

Jordan were the most lush land, the best land for the establishment of 

his family. And the Scriptural account appears to agree.  But it makes 

this one qualification.   

Gen. 13:13, “But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before 

the LORD exceedingly.”  

Abraham then chose to dwell far away from the men of the plain, in 

the land of Canaan.  It was at this very point in time that God made this 

all-important promise to Abraham. 

Gen. 13:14-15, “And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was 

separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place 

where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and 
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westward:   For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and 

to thy seed forever.”  

He didn’t tell Abram to look up, that his reward was in heaven.  He 

didn’t tell him to look down. This promise, made to Abraham and his 

seed, was that the earth, and all that is therein should be given to him, 

and that is the reason we are here this morning.  By baptism, Paul said 

as we just read, we become Christ’s, and therefore Abraham’s seed, 

and heirs according to this promise.  Yes, people think we have lost our 

senses, counting on a promise made thousands of years ago.  They do 

so as they run headlong to fulfill the very Bible prophesies God granted 

us, as bro. Josh pointed out last night.  NO, it is not us that have lost 

our senses. 

Abraham was content to dwell in the land of promise as a stranger 

in that land.  And God rewarded Abraham for this, though this was not 

what he sought.  He only sought to live in the land as a stranger, and 

pilgrim.  Paul tells us about Abraham: 

Heb. 11:8-10, “By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into 

a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and 

he went out, not knowing whither he went.  By faith he sojourned in the 

land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with 

Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise:  For he 

looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is 

God.”  

Abraham was not looking for rewards in his day.  He was content to 

simply dwell in the land, waiting for another day which he knew would 

come.  As Paul concludes his thoughts: 

Heb. 11:39-40, “And these all, having obtained a good report 

through faith, received not the promise:  God having provided some 

better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.” 

This was the great difference between Lot and Abraham.  Lot was 

looking for his reward now, and chose the fertile plains of the Jordan 

River, in spite of the wickedness of the population.  Abraham chose the 

hills of Canaan, not watered by the river, but by God’s grace through 

rain. 

There was great danger to Lot in choosing to dwell among the 

wicked.  It is a divine principle, established clearly by the apostle Paul 

in his letter to the Corinthians: 

1Cor. 15:33, “Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good 

manners.” 



287—Berean 2017 

 

And that word “communications,” is better translated “fellowship.”  

Evil fellowship corrupts us. It is not possible to associate with corrupt 

men, and escape the corruption their behavior brings.  But there is a 

problem in all this.  To the mind of the flesh, these people do not seem 

corrupt. They seem happy, and prosperous, and rich. They seem 

smarter, more aware of the world and its surroundings than everyone 

else.  Look at all they are achieving.  Surely God is with them, the flesh 

reasons. This is the great deception. 

Sodom, of whom God testified the men were evil, was a city on the 

plain which Lot chose to dwell upon. How wicked these men of 

Sodom, Gomorrah, and the other cities of the plain were, should have 

been apparent to Lot. It is a divine principle that God punishes 

wickedness with the fury of the nations, coming against each other.  

These cities of the plain had been put under tribute by four eastern 

kings, and had been so for 12 years.  So it should have been obvious to 

Lot that God was not tolerating their wickedness, but trying to change 

them. Shortly after Lot began to dwell among them, they rebelled 

against these eastern kings.   

So from the start, Lot’s decision to associate with an evil people, 

proved a bad one.  And God gave Lot this stark warning.  For no sooner 

had Lot moved into the plains of Jordan, than did God bring nations 

against this region.  God’s way of punishing nations for wickedness is 

to bring their enemies against them.  And this, God did, in the form of 

four kings from the east, who came and conquered the five kings of the 

plain.  Lot was caught up in Sodom’s defeat.  He was carried off into 

captivity by the victorious kings.   

But God is not willing that his people should perish. God raised up 

Abram to go and war with those kings, and save Lot from the foolish 

associations he had surrounded himself with.   

The age we live in, brothers and sisters, is not an age unlike the time 

of Lot. The whole world is gone after evil, and unrighteousness.  

Scripturally, the age we live in is compared to the seventh ecclesia 

listed in Revelation, the Laodicean age. It was an age of great wealth.  

The world has never seen anything like the wealth we all have today.  

We live so differently than all the rest of the people who ever lived on 

this earth, over the course of the last 6000 years that it is hard to even 

think about making a comparison.  The poor among us are rich beyond 

the dreams of those Kings who have gone before us.  But what does the 

Bible prophesy about our riches?  Let’s read of the prophesy of our age, 

to see whether or not it applies: 
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   Rev. 3:14-17, “And unto the angel of the church of the 

Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true 

witness, the beginning of the creation of God; I know thy works, that 

thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then 

because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee 

out of my mouth.  Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with 

goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art 

wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:”  

   This is what the Scriptures say about the time in which we live. 

We say we are rich, increased with goods, and have need of nothing.  

Instead, the Scriptures’ evaluation of us is that we are wretched, 

miserable, poor, blind, and naked.  It gives us that warning because of 

how hard it is in our age, to see through the fog created by the world 

around us. Lot’s wife could not see through this fog, and she becomes a 

stark warning for us in our age.   

   After Lot is rescued by Abram, Lot makes no effort to remove 

himself from the evil associations of this wicked land.  But Abram will 

have nothing to do with them.   

   Gen. 14:21-23, “And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give me 

the persons, and take the goods to thyself.  And Abram said to the king 

of Sodom, I have lift up mine hand unto the LORD, the most high God, 

the possessor of heaven and earth, that I will not take from a thread 

even to a shoelatchet, and that I will not take anything that is thine, lest 

thou shouldest say, I have made Abram rich:” 

   Abram wanted nothing to do with the world. Lot, however, settled 

back on those most fruitful plains, and lived among the wicked people 

there, another 15 years or so, before we come to the instance 

concerning Lot’s wife. We aren’t told much of the detail of this time, 

but it is not hard for us to understand how human nature works, as we 

are all encumbered by it.  Probably, when Abram rescued Lot, Lot felt 

very humbled, the way we often do after being exhorted all week at a 

gathering.  But over time, the thoughts and counsels diminish, and the 

cares of this world over take us, and if we let them, smother all our 

good intentions.   

Had the cities of the plain learned anything from the trial that had 

come upon them, in the form of the four kings of the east? Obviously 

not, for when the angel came to bless Abraham, and announce the birth 

of Isaac to him, they told Abraham of their intent to destroy the wicked 

cities of the plain.   

 Abraham then gives us a wonderful example of how we should care 

for those around us.  He, of course, knew of their wickedness.  Still he 
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cared for the people, lest there be ever so few among the cities that 

were righteous, that they should not be destroyed.  If there were but ten 

righteous in the cities, Abraham pleaded with the avenging angels, that 

the cities would not be destroyed.  And they agreed. If there were only 

ten righteous in the cities, they would not be destroyed.   

This attitude tends to go against the mind of the flesh. The flesh 

wants to be justified. It wants to pretend it is righteous, but its 

neighbors are not; And so it is so often too quick to judge, and too slow 

to teach. The natural man would say, upon learning of the pending 

destruction of neighboring cities, which probably had mocked 

Abraham, and ridiculed him that he would not join with them in 

running the riot:  The natural man might say, “good! Destroy those 

wicked people.  Show them how wicked they are.”  The natural man 

fails to realize the force of that which we read yesterday: 

Rom. 3:23, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 

God;” 

The wicked of Sodom and Gomorrah were about to receive nothing 

that wasn’t due to all who sinned, and come short of the glory of God.  

Jesus taught us our relationship to this, and how patient we must be 

with those who for a time may reject divine teaching.  

 Luke 9:52-56, “And [Jesus] sent messengers before his face: and 

they went, and entered into a village of the Samaritans, to make ready 

for him.  And they did not receive him, because his face was as though 

he would go to Jerusalem.  And when his disciples James and John saw 

this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come down 

from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did?  But he turned, and 

rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of.  

For the Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them. 

And they went to another village.” 

   What manner of men we are, we who are to have infinite patience 

with our brethren, always teaching calmly in the face of criticism, and 

even when mocked, and to the best of our abilities, always teaching by 

example. This was Abraham, when learning of the impending 

destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, and pleading for them.   

The angels did go to Lot, to warn him to get he and his family out of 

the cities—that they would be destroyed. But Lot’s wife had set her 

affections on the things of this world.  Her heart was with her son’s in 

law, who looked at Lot as one who mocked. We read of the account 

here: 
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Gen. 19:14,  “And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, 

which married his daughters, and said, Up, get you out of this place; 

for the LORD will destroy this city. But he seemed as one that mocked 

unto his sons in law.”  

   There is a lesson in this for us. There is a time coming, when the 

world will finally be out of time. That is not the time for us to begin our 

teaching. The time for us to warn is now. We may be reluctant to do so, 

because we don’t feel the urgency, or because we are apt to be ignored, 

or ridiculed when we bring these things up. But the lesson of Lot’s sons 

in law, shows that there does come a time when it is too late—when 

nothing more can be done. And if the groundwork is not laid in 

advance, it can’t be laid at that time. 

   The following day, the angel ordered Lot, (and those who would 

listen to him,) out of the cities. 

   Gen. 19:15-17, “And when the morning arose, then the angels 

hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which 

are here; lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city. And while he 

lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his 

wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; the LORD being merciful 

unto him: and they brought him forth, and set him without the city.  And 

it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, 

Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the 

plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed.” 

   Look not behind you. Yes, the angel knew that Lot had chosen 

this land, because of the things he could acquire in it. And no doubt he 

had acquired much.  But it was all for nothing. It was all going to be 

destroyed. And Lot was lingering. He was reluctant to leave it all 

behind. 

   Lot’s wife however, was too attached to the things of the world, 

and she looked back. Like the children of Israel under Moses, 

Abraham’s descendants would do about 350 years later when they 

came out of Egypt, they began to consider all the toys of this world 

which were lost to them, and they mourned for them.  Jesus told us: 

   Luke 9:62, “And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his 

hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

   When Lot’s wife looked back, she became a pillar of salt. It’s 

curious that salt was chosen to make of her, a pillar.  Salt, added to the 

sacrifices under the law symbolized righteousness, truth, obedience, or 

faith.  It is that which gives enthusiasm and flavor to our activities.  We 

are to be sure our salt does not lose its savor, that is, that we do not lose 
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our enthusiasm, our excitement, our interest in the things of the Truth.  

In making Lot’s wife a pillar of salt, she became a testimony to all 

whose enthusiasm is reserved only for the things of the world, and not 

for God. When called, she delayed. She made excuses. She didn’t want 

to go. When dragged away by the angels trying to help her, she yearned 

to go back, and in direct disobedience to a divine command, she turned 

and died. That is where her enthusiasm lay.  She was the salt for that 

wicked generation. 

   Brothers and sisters, we all have, since our baptism, to some 

degree or other, found ourselves encumbered with the things of the 

world so that it has interfered with our work in the Truth. We are 

blessed that our God is a loving God, not willing that any should 

perish.  But we should not tempt God, and do our best not to look back.  

For the time is quickly approaching when the avenging angel will go 

forth and do to this world, what those angels did to Sodom and 

Gomorrah.   

Lot’s daughters, after the destruction of the cities looked around and 

decided that all humanity had been destroyed—that is how devastating 

the destruction was to those cities.  That will be how devastating the 

destruction of the world will be at the return of Christ.  The things we 

spoke of this week in our study classes, the creation of a giant plain 

north east of the city of Jerusalem, upon which the battle of the valley 

of Jehoshaphat will be fought.  That plain will be over five miles wide, 

where today, it is but a small little gully, easily covered on foot in a 

short period of time.  The waters from under the Alter, in the temple we 

have studied this week, will flow to the Dead Sea, healing it.  The Dead 

Sea will be no longer dead, but will flow fresh water into the 

Mediterranean, and probably also into Gulf of Aqaba in the Red Sea.  

Fishermen will line its banks, where today, no fishing exists. It will 

probably create a trade route, connecting Asia with Europe like the 

Suez Canal does today. But imagine the devastation that the 

earthquakes and volcanos which will create these things, will do, when 

they bring that much change to the geography of the world.  Not much 

of what exists today will survive, just like the cities of the plain in Lot’s 

day. This is all the more reason, brethren, why it is so important that in 

these last few days or years, we do not look back. 

*** 

When I saw the topic which was assigned to me, it immediately 

brought to mind that a few years ago, I was writing on Facebook, when 

it dawned on me that it was November 19th.  I know that day wouldn’t 

mean anything to anyone here, but it was the day I was examined and 

accepted into the Berean Christadelphians, in Houston. As I recall, Bro. 
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Paul Neely was on that committee, so you can blame him. Thinking 

about it at that time, I sent out a message that said “38 years in the 

Bereans today.  No Lot’s wife disease here.” 

Of course I was not suggesting that I never lifted my hand from the 

plow looking back, as that would be terribly untrue.  But what I was 

saying was I knew why I had left the Central body, what is now 41 

years ago (hard to believe isn’t it?) and never had any inclination to 

return. I had left Central over the same point upon which the Berean 

Christadelphians were formed, in 1923. It is the point we assemble each 

week, to memorialize. It is the divine teaching concerning the death and 

resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus. 

In our discussions concerning Ezekiel’s Temple we see a perfect 

example of why I never looked back, and why I am a Berean 

Christadelphian.  I’ve been to two gatherings this year, where Ezekiel’s 

Temple was examined in detail, and in both instances, the Temple was 

exclusively considered a literal Temple to be built upon this earth in the 

Kingdom age. This would not have been the case had I stayed in 

Central. You see, there is a verse in these chapters of Ezekiel which is 

fundamental to our Berean Christadelphian foundation, yet stumbled at 

so badly in the world around us. 

We looked at that verse in our classes, which is so very difficult for 

the world, and today, even for many Christadelphians to accept. It is for 

this reason, that this once staple of Christadelphian belief, the building 

of the Temple described by Ezekiel, is questioned in virtually every 

corner.  We read there: 

Ezekiel 45:21-22, “In the first month, in the fourteenth day of the 

month, ye shall have the passover, a feast of seven days; unleavened 

bread shall be eaten.  And upon that day shall the prince prepare for 

himself and for all the people of the land a bullock for a sin offering.” 

A large number of folks using the name Christadelphian, have never 

been able to understand the Truth that Christ’s great victory over sin, 

was first over the sin-defiled and sin-motivated flesh and blood body he 

bore; and then for us. And these have consequently never been able to 

accept the fact of Messiah the Prince of the Temple, offering first for 

himself in type, as a memorial of the things he once actually 

accomplished. This is the great flaw in all modern theories that seek to 

do away with a literal explanation of Ezekiel’s prophetic Temple, and 

sacrifice in the millennial age.   

From the earliest days of the truth, when bro. Roberts was dealing 

with the first of the issues which was ultimately to bring the Berean 
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Christadelphians into existence, he printed a work called Questions and 

Questions, and regarding this Temple, he asked these questions: 

57.      —As Christ was the antitype of the high priest who “went 

alone once every year, not without blood, which he offered for himself 

and for the errors of the people” (Heb. 9:7), is it not required that his 

sacrifice should comprehend himself as well as his people in the effect 

of its operation? 

58.      —If you deny this most obvious conclusion, how do you 

explain the fact that the Messiah Prince in the Temple age, at the 

restored feast of the Passover, “shall prepare for himself and for all the 

people of the land a bullock for a sin offering?”— (Ezek. 45:22.) Do 

you deny that the sacrifices in the future age are memorial, like the 

breaking of bread of what has been, in the same way as the sacrifices 

under Moses are typical of what was to be? Presuming you are 

scripturally enough informed to give the right answer to this, let me ask 

how the Messiah’s offering for himself as well as for the people can be 

a memorial offering, if Christ in dying for us did not die for himself as 

well? 

59.      —To put it in a simpler form, in whatever sense our sins 

were laid on Christ, did they not, for the time being, become his; and, if 

so, did it not require his death that he might be purified from them, and, 

in this sense, in dying for us, did not he die for himself as well? 

Christ offers a bullock for himself and for all the people of the land. 

Does it seem fitting that the supreme immortal Christ should offer a 

joint-sacrifice for himself and all the mortal people? It will be seen as 

fitting, and as a beautiful act of Christ’s love and God’s wisdom, if we 

see the true picture. These people with Christ in the Temple, are now 

Christ’s devoted and loving brethren, even as we consider ourselves 

today, very close to him. We cannot take into consideration the wicked 

among them. They don’t count. We are considering the faithful.  

How better could Christ exhibit his oneness with his brethren, than 

in his example giving submission to God and leading them in all 

righteousness? The purpose of this great sacrifice is to demonstrate 

God as righteous, and man as desperately in need of God’s mercy and 

goodness, on account of sin.  In this great sacrifice that Christ made for 

us, we see the perfect man, the sinless man, a man of whom no one 

could convict of sin; lay down his life in obedience to the commands of 

his Father.  “No man takes it from me,” Jesus said, speaking of his life; 

“but I lay it down of myself.  I have power to lay it down, I have power 

to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father.”   
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     So in obedience to that great command, Jesus laid down his life for 

us. Every time a man dies, God’s righteousness is demonstrated.  

Hence the importance and significance of a man who was bringing an 

animal to be sacrificed, that he should identify with the animal about to 

be slaughtered.  He placed his hands on the head of the animal, and 

confessed over him all their transgressions in all their sins, placing 

them (the sins) upon the head of the animal.  In so doing, the man was 

recognizing that what was happening to the animal because of his sins, 

was due to him. 

God’s righteousness, we are told in Rom. 3 which we read 

yesterday, was exhibited in the death of Jesus. We read there: 

Rom. 3:25, “Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation [that is a 

mercy seat, the place where we go for the forgiveness of sins] through 

faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins 

that are past, through the forbearance of God;” [and that word declare 

really means to exhibit. We must see God as righteous when we see 

Christ crucified.] 

Rom. 3:26, “To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he 

might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.”  

Jesus had no sins of his own, but he bore in him, the sins of us all, 

the sins that God made him to be, that the body of sin might be 

destroyed.  Jesus needed to be redeemed from this body, as we all do.  

The older, and sicker that we become in these temporary bodies derived 

from the earth, the more we are aware of this great fact.  And so upon 

that cross Jesus demonstrated what was due and the proper way to view 

sin, destroying it, the diabolos in the flesh; that he might be granted a 

glorious body of life eternal. And because he bore this terrible disease 

in his body, God was right and just in requiring the destruction of it, 

that Jesus himself might be redeemed from it. 

In the earliest days of our Berean movement, in 1913, there was a 

book written by Bro. William Smallwood called Sin and Sacrifice. It 

was written directly against the attacks on the Truth that resulted in our 

being here this morning.  It was the first book I read after joining the 

Bereans. You see, bro. Don Newcomer, and I’m sure we all know Bro. 

Don ended his probation this year; he  had wanted to print something to 

help us keep in mind where the Bereans came from, and why we don’t 

look back to the Leeks and Garlic of Central.  His first inclination was 

to print the book that had the error in it, as a warning to us all.  Bro. 

Growcott encouraged him instead, to print the book with the solutions 

to the error in it, from that same era. This is what Bro. Newcomer did.  

And that book was Sin and Sacrifice. 



295—Berean 2017 

 

The book has this paragraph in it, which defines for us that doctrine 

which sets us apart from the larger Christadelphian body. I want to read 

it, as it is so fundamentally important to our existence, and to our 

understanding of the great sacrifice we have come to memorialize this 

morning. 

“As the captain of his people’s salvation, the Lord Jesus had to 

become victorious over sin and death before any could obtain 

forgiveness of sins and eternal life through him.” Like his brethren he 

had to contend with that enemy of God styled diabolos (Heb. 2:14) 

which is a personification of sin in the flesh. This enemy within human 

nature is the mind of the flesh, ‘which is enmity against God, it is not 

subject to his law, neither indeed can be’ (Rom. 8:7). The 

commandment of God which is ‘holy, just, and good’ being so 

restrictive of the propensities, which in purely animal men display 

themselves in uncontrolled violence, makes them appear in their true 

colors. These turbulent propensities the apostle styles ‘sin in the flesh’ 

of which it is full; hence he also terms it ‘sinful flesh.’ This is human 

nature; and the evil or sin in it is the accuser, adversary, and 

calumniator of God. It is the devil and Satan within human nature; so 

that ‘when a man is tempted, he is drawn away of his own lust and 

enticed.’ If a man examine himself he will perceive within him 

something at work craving after things which the law of God forbids. 

The best of men are conscious of this enemy within them. It troubled 

the apostle Paul so much that he exclaimed ‘O wretched man that I am; 

who shall deliver me from the body of this death or mortal body?’ He 

thanked God that the Lord Jesus would do it as he had himself been 

delivered from it (Rom. 7:12, 17-18, and 24-25). 

 “Probation before exaltation is upon the principle of faith in the 

promises of God, made precious by trial well sustained. Even Christ 

himself was subjected to it...”  

 This quote from the book “Sin and Sacrifice” was actually 

borrowed from Elpis Israel, showing how closely our movement 

identifies with the foundation of the Christadelphian movement in 

general.  Bro. Thomas had pointed out in Elpis Israel, that “Sin, could 

not have been condemned in the flesh of Jesus, had it not existed 

there.”  This sin in Jesus was not transgression, as he was perfect in all 

moral things.  It was a physical condition.  It was the “thinking of the 

flesh” a proper translation by bro. Thomas, of the words “carnal mind” 

as they occur in the King James Version.  To be carnally minded is 

death in the way it reads.  It should read “the thinking of the flesh is 

death.”  This is a physical condition.  The flesh thinks.  Its thoughts are 
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the propensities of human nature also referred to in the paragraph just 

read. To repeat:   

These turbulent propensities the apostle styles ‘sin in the flesh’ of 

which it is full; hence he also terms it ‘sinful flesh.’ This is human 

nature; and the evil or sin in it is the accuser.  

Bro. Thomas would go on to say this evil condition we all bear was 

a misfortune, it was not a crime.  But it was sin none the less.  It is the 

great enemy within human nature.  And Bro. Smallwood stated clearly 

“Even Christ was subject to it.”  In fact Jesus was so subject to these 

terrible propensities that we see him in these Psalms which clearly refer 

to Jesus, as they both are predictive of his crucifixion, lamenting them: 

   Psa. 69:5, “O God, thou knowest my foolishness; and my sins are 

not hid from thee.”  

   And again: 

   Psa. 40:12, “For innumerable evils have compassed me about: 

mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that I am not able to look 

up; they are more than the hairs of mine head: therefore my heart 

faileth me.”  

This is the sin he bore.  Not transgression—nothing immoral. Just a 

physical condition called “sin in the flesh,” “the thinking of the flesh,” 

or the devil, diabolos; which he slew on the cross. We cannot 

understand how sin was condemned in the flesh of Jesus, if we do not 

understand what the sin was.  Where I came from in Central, it would 

generally be agreed by all, that Jesus condemned “sin in the flesh.”  But 

when you asked what “sin in the flesh” was, you found out they 

believed it was only a symbol of sin, it was not actually sin.  Yes, they 

would agree that there were these propensities in man, but, they said, 

the propensities were not sin.  Since the fall in the garden, yes, they are.  

So, I would ask, how was this any different than the symbols under the 

law?  Paul says, 

Heb. 10:1,  “For the law having a shadow of good things to come, 

and not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices 

which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto 

perfect.”  

Symbols couldn’t take away sin, Paul said. But the sacrifice of the 

body, sin’s body, could.  Doesn’t that prove that Jesus’ body was not a 

symbol, but the actual destruction of sin?  As Paul went on: 
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Heb. 10:5,  “Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, 

Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared 

me:”    

The value of Christ’s sacrifice was that he actually did, what the 

Mosaic Sacrifices, and even the sacrifices in the kingdom age of which 

we have been studying this week, symbolized. The Mosaic law in 

symbol, prophesied of what Jesus would do. The Kingdom law 

memorializes what Jesus did.  But Christ’s death for us itself, was not a 

symbol.  It was a reality. It was the true destruction of sin, when that 

body was slain on the cross.  Sin could not have been condemned in the 

body of Jesus, had it not existed there. 

We identify with that great sacrifice this morning. When we eat this 

bread which we are about to partake of, we are symbolically eating the 

flesh of the sin offering, acknowledging the need to put this body, with 

its defiled nature, to death. When we take this wine, we are 

acknowledging the righteousness of God in setting forth this 

requirement, that death is the wages of sin, and therefore that God is 

righteous and we are not, worthy of death due to sin.  And when we do 

so, keeping in mind these ordinances of the Temple, we are encouraged 

to look forward to that great day when Christ shall rule in the earth, 

before his ancients gloriously. 

So let us not suffer from Lot’s wife’s disease, longing for 

associations with the world, and all their shiny trinkets, or even longing 

for the association with those who have, or are in the process of 

abandoning the one doctrine that makes all the rest possible.  As Bro. 

Roberts once said, the sacrifice of Christ is the hub of the wheel. If it is 

out of balance, soon all the spokes vibrate loose. Let us strive to hold 

all these things true to the end.                                   —Bro. Jim Phillips 
       

Signs Snippets 

YERUSHALAYIM — Russia’s foothold in the Mideast grew bigger 

on Tuesday with the deployment of military police to monitor two safe 

zones being established in Syria, including an observation post near the 

Israeli Golan Heights. 

The move came despite Israeli opposition to the arrangement made 

between the U.S., Russia and Jordan, which could endanger Israeli 

security by allowing an Iranian-backed military presence close to its 

border. 
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Keep the vision, put oil in your lamps now.  Don’t wait for the 

knock. Our foothold in the Truth needs to be sure and firm. Pray for the 

peace of Jerusalem. 

     

WASHINGTON ― President Donald Trump on Tuesday threatened 

North Korea, promising “fire and fury like the world has never seen,” 

following new reports the country has escalated its nuclear program. 

“North Korea best not make any more threats to the United States. 

They will be met with fire and fury like the world has never seen,” he 

said in a short statement to reporters at his golf club in Bedminster, 

New Jersey, before a meeting on the opioid crisis. 

We see the push ever forward of nation rising against nation. This 

still may be an empty threat but it shows the mindset of the American 

president.  

We keep our eyes also on the other signs such as weather unrest, 

ecclesial unrest, natural disasters, etc. let us continue to strengthen one 

another especially the young to focus on the hope that is so nigh to 

come about.                                                             —Bro. Dan Jackson 

“Thither will the eagles be gathered together.” 

The eagle was the emblem of Rome when it destroyed Jerusalem in AD 

70, and today, it is the emblem of the modern day Romans (the Papacy and 

the Russians). 

In Luke 17, Christ details the sudden destruction that will come upon 

Israel, and the disciples ask him where this will happen? Christ responds 

by saying; “Wheresoever the body is, thither will the eagles be gathered 

together”. In Deuteronomy 28, God told Israel that if they depart from his 

ways, he will bring a nation of fierce countenance against them - as swift 

as the eagle flies. 

Today, the Russians are gathering on the border of Israel. This emblem 

is a reminder that we are only moments away from the “day when the son 

ofmanisrevealed”. 

North Korea 

The world today is concerned with threats from North Korea, made 

against various nations in the world. How relevant is North Korea to 

Bible prophesy? The quick answer is: Not at all. North Korea, and all 

the oriental world will be brought into subjection to the Divine King by 

the action of the fourth chariot of Zech. 6, with its horses, grizzled and 

bay. This will be after the War/battles the world calls Armageddon. 

The actions of these wars and rumors of war outside of the Holy 

Land, could, and probably will have their greatest impact in creating an 

attitude among the nations, according to the requirements of God. 
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Nations who have successful war efforts tend to be anxious for the next 

one. Nations who have unsuccessful war efforts retreat, and are 

reluctant to jump into another one. The sabre rattling creates urgency, 

and motivates Joel’s call to action: 

Joel 3:9-10, “Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, 

wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; let them 

come up: Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks 

into spears: let the weak say, I am strong.”  

North Korea is really an extremely limited threat, in the event of a 

serious war. The greatest threat is to Seoul South Korea, who will 

suffer terribly from North Korea’s conventional armament. These will 

present a terrible difficulty for the citizens of Seoul, though the effect 

will be short lived. North Korea has done little in respect to defense, 

(defense costs a lot more money than offense, so N. Korea has paid 

little attention to defense) and its forces would be quickly eliminated, 

but not till it had created havoc on Seoul. Then, the real question is 

what happens to the world’s economy when a tremendous financial 

engine like Seoul, is essentially broken.  

It does not appear that the US is taking the question too seriously, 

yet. The US has only one aircraft carrier within range of Korea, another 

that could be there in short order, and two that could be in position in 

seven days. The US probably needs two carriers in position; to do the 

most it possibly can to limit damage to Seoul. 

As far as the attacks on Guam, which are currently threatened by N. 

Korea that appears unlikely. This is hardly the first time N. Korea has 

threatened Guam. If these attacks happen, then those who suggest that 

the N. Korean leader is not as crazy as he seems, would be wrong. It 

would be pure suicide to attack Guam. Guam is very well protected, 

including by the THAAD missile defense system, so the likelihood of a 

successful attack is very dubious.  

To put the missile crisis in perspective, it was thought, before the 

Korean matter had escalated, that North Korea had the material for 

about 30 nukes total. Since the escalation, that number has magically 

doubled to 60, but probably the number is actually around 30, with 60 

being possible by 2020. The smaller THAAD version can handle 49 

incoming missiles at once. The larger one, 72. To attack Guam, not 

only would they have to defeat the THAAD system, but also all the 

Aegis systems, which are essentially Naval vessel mounted THAAD 

systems. 

And it is not clear that N. Korea actually has miniaturized its atomic 

weapons to fit on a missile. Most experts, prior to the recent reports, 

considered N. Korea’s next test to be a test for the miniaturization, not 
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the system itself. All that supports this report is a vague reference from 

Japan (who wants the US to install the THAAD system in defense of 

Japan) and equally vague statements from the US defense agency. Its 

always difficult to tell just how much of this is real, and how much is 

for political pressure to spend more money on defense. 

An interesting comparison that is continually being drawn today by 

the American Press, is the comparison to Bill Clinton’s handling of N. 

Korea, to Barack Obama’s handling of Iran. The comparisons are eerie. 

They have been running clips from Bill Clinton, pronouncing that 

through his peace deal, N. Korea would never have Nukes. Barack 

Obama made almost identically the same speech. Commentators are 

drawing the obvious comparison saying that if we follow the same 

course, it won’t be long till we are fearing a nuclear armed Iran. 

It’s pretty easy to see how the failure of diplomacy in Korea, could 

make the US overly anxious to intervene in Iran. 

“Andletusconsideroneanothertoprovokeuntoloveandtogood

works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the 

manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, 

asyeseethedayapproaching” (Heb. 10:24.25).     —Bro. Jim Phillips 

 

As Ye See The Day Approaching 

There has never been a time in the past when believers could see the 

day approaching as clearly as we can today. Why did Paul think it more 

necessary for those in the time of the end who were contemporary with 

the closing scenes of Gentile times to exert themselves in a special way 

in the matter of more intense ecclesial activities? Why did he think the 

need in our time for considering one another, and of provoking to love 

and good works, would be “so much more,” than had been the case 

with all previous generations of Christadelphians? 

In studying the import of these words, and their special application 

to our time, we need to consider first the fact that there is a necessity, 

according to the will of God, that there be a people prepared for the 

coming of the Lord, just as there was at his first appearing. 

“I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which shall 

never hold their peace day nor night: ye that make mention of the 

Lord,' keep not silence, and give him no rest, till he establish, and till 

hemakeJerusalemapraiseintheearth” (Isa. 62:6, 7). 

Now these watchmen on the walls of Zion, waiting and watching for 

the signs of her glad morning, are the Israel of God of the time of the 

end who would “see the day approaching.” As they prayed for the 

peace of Jerusalem, asking that it may be made a praise in the earth, 
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they would find these words of Paul especially suited to their needs; for 

they would be living in a world ripe for destruction, abounding in 

iniquity and every evil way. Jesus said: 

“Because iniquity shall abound, the love ofmany shall wax cold.

But he that shall endure to the end, the same shall be saved” (Matt. 

24:12-13). 

An abiding and lively faith, a strong and continuous effort directed 

to the maintenance and development of the household, as they stand out 

against the prevailing influences of their times; was what the apostle 

was directing them to in the words quoted at the beginning. 

Paul had written to Timothy: 

“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come”    

(2 Tim. 3:1). 

The perils peculiar to these times are not physical dangers and open 

persecution as it was in the days of Paul, who suffered imprisonment, 

ship-wreck and stoning because of his testimony for the Truth. The 

forces of evil now are more stealthy and dangerous; they are more 

subtle and insidious, though no less powerful to the detriment of a 

wholesome walk in the Truth. The problems that now work against us 

and endanger the purity and strength of the body are harder to 

recognize and more elusive than they ever were before. The enemy has 

now gone under-ground, so to speak, and his assaults are no more made 

on the open field of battle, but behind the lines, where he appears in the 

clothing of a friend and ally. Such a sad condition of affairs was 

anticipated and foretold by the spirits. 

“Evilmenandseducersshallwaxworseandworse,deceivingand

being deceived” (2 Tim. 3:13). 

But that there will be a few who are able to detect the fangs of the 

wolf underneath the sheep's clothing, and be found of the Lord in peace 

at his coming, without spot and blameless, is evident. There will be 

some who give diligent heed to the words of the spirit that apply to our 

needs as we consider one another to provoke unto love and to good 

works. 

The apostle speaks of some who will be alive and remain to the 

coming of the Lord, ready to be caught away in clouds, with the 

awakened saints, to meet the Lord in the ariel of that new age, when 

they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament. 

These few who will not sleep, but be changed that mortality might 

be swallowed up of life, will find in that day that they have been wise 

in giving up and standing apart from all the subtle influences that 

would corrupt them. 
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They were able to do this, and so obtain the Lord's approval, 

because they kept well in mind the elevating and sustaining words of 

the spirit by means of which they could draw nigh to God in the spirit 

of Truth and righteousness, and thus obtain the strength to go on 

without wavering to the end. 

Their interests and activities were centered around those things that 

brought them together in love and unity, in the wholesome atmosphere 

where God and His word were truly magnified and reverenced to the 

exclusion of all else. With this word as a generating and directing force 

in their lives, and with the strength of the Great God of Israel on their 

side, there was nothing that could weaken or draw them away from the 

course of wisdom. 

We are only on solid ground, and firmly holding our place as the 

“little flock” to whom the Lord will give the kingdom, if we are alive 

and awake to the separateness and holiness to which we are called by 

the gospel.                                                                  —Bro. E.W. Banta 

 

Meditations— Deity’s Ways No. 97 

HOW vividly Paul realised the fact of God’s existence and His 

closeness to us. The apostle seems to have been quite unable to lose 

sight of God and the near and affectionate connection between Him and 

the experiences of His children. His references to the matter are simply 

delightful. They are so homely and natural, and are made with such 

assurance that we must be dull indeed if, when we reflect upon them, 

we fail to be encouraged and uplifted. As an example of the apostle’s 

artless, impressive, and confident way when speaking of God, let us 

read his letter to the Philippian believers. Here are a few quotations 

(and they might be doubled) from this very brief epistle: “I thank God 

upon every remembrance of you” (ch. 1:3); “God is my record how 

greatly I long after you all” (ch. 1:8); “Be blameless and harmless, the 

sons of God, without rebuke” (ch. 2:14); “Let your requests be made 

known unto God” (ch. 4:6); “My God shall supply all your need” (ch. 

4:19); “It is God which worketh in you” (ch. 2:13) “God also hath 

highly exalted him (Christ)” (ch. 2:9); “God had mercy on him 

(Epaphroditus)” (ch. 2:25); “Now unto God and our Father be glory for 

ever and ever” (ch. 4:20). How helpful and encouraging is all this to 

us—especially in view of the atheistic tendency of our times. Let us 

remember that Paul derived his knowledge and conviction concerning 

God, not only from the Scriptures, but also in other ways. The apostle 

conversed with the risen Christ, he saw angels, and was the recipient of 

many tangible favours which were beyond the power of man to bestow. 
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Paul was not a fool in placing belief and trust in Israel’s God. Nor are 

we fools in following his example. 

“Why believe the Scriptures in preference to the Monuments?” 

Because the Scriptures have received the endorsement of Christ. “But 

why believe the Monuments at all if their testimony is not to be entirely 

accepted?” Chiefly because the Monuments confirm the Scriptures in 

matters which are self-evidently true. “What matters?” Those relating 

to the reality, antiquity, greatness and civilisation of the nations with 

which the Monuments are associated. True, the Monuments may tell 

many untruths, but to reject the whole of their testimony on this 

account would be simple indeed. An octogenarian may be a liar, but 

when he asserts that he was not born yesterday, he has to be believed. 

So has a thief’s confession of wrong-doing when he is caught red-

handed. Facts which the Scriptures reveal, the Monuments corroborate. 

And as to the falsehoods they tell (those, for instance, that relate to the 

Creation, the Fall of Man, the Flood, etc.), even these confirm the 

teaching of the Bible. The scriptures lead us to look for corruption of 

the truth—for little light and much darkness among the ancient nations, 

and the Monuments show it to be so. It is for these reasons that the 

Monuments are both interesting and valuable to Bible believers. 

The tongue is a tiny member, but it can accomplish great things. It 

can lead men into the truth, and it can lead them out of it — into the 

Kingdom, and into Gehenna. James likens the tongue to a bit in a 

horse’s mouth, and to the rudder in a big ship. Let us be careful to 

control our tongues. If we do so, the reward will be eternal life. What is 

lawful and unlawful in the way of speech? No speech is lawful which 

tends to weaken or undermine another’s confidence in the things of 

God. The principle which is to govern is stated by Paul: “Let no corrupt 

communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to 

the use of edifying” (Eph. 4:29). The standard is high, but not 

unreasonably so. Are we not God’s children? Are we not aspiring to a 

place in His coming kingdom? Is it strange then that we should be 

required to aim higher than mere worldlings in our speech? Let us not 

be led astray as to our duty by the unbridled and unholy chatter of those 

with whom we have to mingle in our various callings, or by the daring 

and unscriptural talk of the newspapers, or by the scurrilous, 

defamatory, strong language to be found now in the writings of many 

men who profess to speak for the edification of the brotherhood. “They 

are not all Israel who are of Israel.” Let us also remember that 
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embraced in unlawful speech is tale-bearing and lying, as well as 

railing and reviling. 

It is not necessary to join a “Mutual,” or mount a platform, or write 

in a magazine, to play the part of a critic. More criticism is done in 

private than in public—at the meal table and in the sitting room—than 

anywhere else. Criticism is right enough if it is intelligently, honestly, 

and considerately undertaken, but there is far too much that is not of 

this kind. Writers have described unworthy critics as asses, dogs, and 

wasps, also as bandits and butchers. No one who is at all acquainted 

with the many petty, foolish, spiteful, unfair and untrue things uttered 

in the name of criticism, will question the accuracy of these 

descriptions. Let Christadelphians be exemplary. We are all strong in 

the gift of criticism. There are but few letters read, addresses heard, or 

acts performed, but what we subject them to criticism. A worthy critic 

is painstakingly particular as to his facts, and engages in criticism only 

with a commendable object in view, viz., the interests of truth and the 

truth. An unworthy critic is one who is reckless in his statements, and 

who prostitutes a legitimate and useful exercise for purposes of self-

glorification, or worse still, of malice and revenge. 

Lot was a righteous man, one whose soul was vexed from day to 

day by the wickedness of his surroundings. This is the testimony of an 

apostle, and is on record for our upbuilding (2 Pet. 2:7, 8). Let us heed 

it, and allow not its profitable influence upon us to be destroyed by the 

many offensive things said concerning the patriarch by modern 

scripture expositors. After our probation is over, brethren, will Christ 

be able to say of us what Peter has said of Lot? Will he be able to hold 

us forth to the mortal subjects of the kingdom, as having been, in our 

day and generation, continually vexed, righteously angered, grievously 

saddened, by the lawless and sinful doings of our contemporaries? It 

will be so, if we are among those who truly love God and tremble at 

His Word, but it will not be so, if we are among those who derive 

pleasure and not pain from yielding to the temptations, and indulging in 

the pleasures of the ungodly. The Sodomites ate and drank, bought and 

sold, planted and builded, irrespective and in spite of the will and 

wishes of God, but with Lot it was not so. Hence the irritation—the 

mental distress. There is only one thing that will produce a Lot 

condition of mind, and that is an acquaintance with God’s testimonies, 

and an ardent endeavour to carry them into practice. Of Lot, the words 

of the Psalmist are applicable, “I beheld the transgressors, and was 

grieved; because they kept not thy word.” 

                                                               —Bro. A.T. Jannaway  1911 
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Thoughts  Gleaned By The Way 
By a Wayfarer 

“The sea and waves roaring” — Luke 21:25. This state of things is 

given by the Lord Jesus Christ as a sign of His immediate return to 

earth. 

As all Bible students know, the sea and the waves are used often in 

the Bible figures of speech to denote multitudes of peoples. The sea in 

a state of turbulent motion is taken to describe revolutionary political 

upheavals among the peoples of the earth. We might cite many 

scriptural references on this point, such as: “The waters which thou 

sawest...are peoples and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.” (Rev. 

17:15).  

“In that day they shall roar against them like the roaring of the 

sea.” (Jer. 50:42) 

 “The wicked are like the troubled sea when it cannot rest, whose 

waters cast up mire and dirt.” (Isa.57: 20) 

And so, the wise in scripture teaching have not been deceived by the 

utopian dreams of many of the worldly wise who have made grandiose 

predictions of a world converted to peace, unity and universal 

brotherhood through human political scheme; knowing that the era 

preceding the coming of Christ would be marked not by world unity, 

but by nation divided against nation, race against race, class against 

class. 

Never before in human history has there been, in a similar length of 

time, so many revolutionary changes in the map of the world. Only a 

few nations have the same forms of government they had a generation 

ago. The school boy studies an entirely different map of the world to 

what his father studied when he went to school. The map of Europe has 

undergone a complete change, and is due for many more changes in the 

near future, even the mighty British Empire, long noted for never 

surrendering a foot of land, once she came into possession of it, has had 

to surrender sovereignty over much of her vast domain, chief of which 

is India. 

Nearly half of the earth's population is Communistic, and that 

turbulent political fraud is making itself felt in all countries of the 

world, and is one of the chief reasons for the dissatisfaction and spirit 

of revolution now existing on earth. 
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The increase of knowledge among the great masses of humanity, 

who have for ages lived in ignorance, poverty and want, has made them 

aware of their unhappy lot as compared to the more favored countries 

and they are protesting, and demanding their share of the resources of 

the earth. Wendell Wilkie, in his book, “One World,” written after his 

trip around the world some 26 years ago, warned the more favored and 

prosperous peoples of the world that the “have nots” would not long 

endure their poverty; not long be content to remain in want while other 

peoples basked in prosperity and plenty. 

We can be sure that these things are not going to get better but 

worse, until He who is to “deliver the needy when he crieth,” and 

“break in pieces the oppressor,” will return to earth to “Take unto 

himself his great power and reign.” Only then will the “seas” stop their 

roaring, and the light of divine teaching make all peoples know the 

Lord from the least to the greatest; when men shall understand each 

other, and the resources of the earth which God has given to be shared 

equally by all in justice and equity shall be controlled by Him who shall 

“reprove with equity for the meek of the earth.” Only He can and will 

stop the “roaring of the sea,' when He comes as the light of the morning 

to sweep away the dark clouds of sin, for the ages; who shall heal all 

the woes with which humanity is afflicted in the establishment of that 

grand new order of things, the “new heavens and new earth, wherein 

dwelleth righteousness.”                                       —Bro. O. Beauchamp 

 

There Is One God and One Mediator 

“ThereisbutONEGod,theFather…ANDoneLordJesusChrist” 

(1 Cor. 8:6).  

“There is ONE God, AND one mediator between God and men, the 

MAN Christ Jesus” (1 Tim.2:5).  

Note that this last quotation, specifically distinguishing Jesus from 

the One God,' and calling him a 'MAN,' was written long after Jesus 

arose & was glorified.  

The Father is eternal and underived. The Son is a manifestation of 

the Father in a man begotten by the Spirit's operation upon Mary, born 

a babe and growing up and developing and learning as all other men. 

The Holy Spirit is the concentration of God's power, His 'free spirit' 
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which fills heaven and earth. 'Holy' means separated for a special 

divine use. God is supreme above all, even above Christ—  

“The Head of Christ is God” (1 Cor. 11:3).  

“Then (eternally) shall the Son be subject unto Him (the Father) 

Who put all things under him, that God may be ALL IN ALL” (1 Cor. 

15:28).  

The man Christ Jesus subject to God, that God may be over all: that 

is the final picture that we are given in the Scriptures. Again, God 

statedly knows all things (Acts 15:18). Jesus, in the days of his mortal 

flesh, did not know the time of his return to earth in glory, though he 

says that the One true God knew it—  

“But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels 

which are in heaven, NEITHER THE SON, but the Father” (Mark 

13:32).                             —Bro. Robert Roberts — Christendom Astray 

 

Eureka —A Temple Of Light  

Eureka does for its generation what Sir. Isaac Newton did for the 

mariner. It places a man in such a mental relation to before-perceived 

but not understood objects of the Apocalyptic firmament, that he is able 

to extract from them information of his whereabouts in the apparently 

benighted journey he is running. 

The Scripturally-enlightened reader is made to feel himself in the 

company of generations past, who have trodden the same unpopular 

path of obedience to the Word...His faith is strengthened: his ardour 

strongly excited, his enlightenment increased, and his mind in every 

way exercised unto godliness, with a vigour that is bracing in the 

extreme. 

Eureka is a breeze of truth that comes from the high hills of 

prophetic vision upon the nearly-stagnant atmosphere of the plains of 

ignorance below, blowing away the sultry vapours, and dispersing 

incipient disease. 

Eureka is a temple of light, resplendent with hues of precious 

stones: in the courts of which, those who love the light and the truth 

will often be found.                                        —The Ambassador, 1869 
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Good Works and Religious Madness 

Good works consist of doing that which is good according to 
GOD'S rule. Man is no judge here. Some works are good by the divine 
rule which are bad by the human rule. Preaching the “narrow” way, 
“contending earnestly for the Faith,” is bad according to modern man, 
but good according to the commandment of God. 

Things are good according to man which are bad according to God - 
sparing Agag, to wit, by Saul; holding your tongue about religion in our 
day, according to etiquette. There are many other examples. 

We must have God's rule for the estimate of the “good works” of 
which we are to be “zealous.” When people are zealous, their hands 
don't hang lazily and helplessly down. They are prompt, and active, and 
earnest. 

And it is an earnestness about what the natural mind has no affinity 
for - they are considered mad by merely natural men of every kind and 
variety. Well, this is not nice, especially as there IS such a thing as 
religious madness. 

But are we going to be scared out of zeal for good works, just 
because there IS such a thing as religious madness? No, No 

There also IS such a thing as that which is holy, and just, and good, 
and true - and the truly enlightened mind will hold on to this with all 
the heart and soul and strength, whatever odium it may bring. 

                                                              —Bro. Robert Roberts, 1888 

 

Bearing One Another’s Burdens 

Perhaps in no time in the life of believers have we had greater need, 
than at the present time, for kindly help and encouragement from one 
another. The times we are living in are so fraught with trial and 
discouragements, that one is apt to feel that he, or she, has all they can 
do to bear their own burdens. While this in a measure is true, it is also 
true that this attitude is not in conformity with the admonition of Paul 
where he says, “Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ.”  

If we follow his advice we will be putting into practice the two 
greatest commandments upon which hang all the law and the prophets, 
namely: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind,” and “Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself.” And again, “Whatsoever ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye even so to them.”                                    —Berean July, 1949 
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The Mystery of Godliness - 3 

“I WILL BE WHO I WILL BE” 
“He that hath seen me hath seen the Father”—John 14:9 
“I am in the Father, and the Father in me”—John 14:10 

“God was manifest in the flesh”—1 Timothy 3:16 
“I and my Father are one”—John 10:30 

BY BROTHER JOHN THOMAS 

In 1877 (as at most other times) there were crotchets afloat concerning 
Christ and the manifestation of God in and through him. Some were 
endeavouring to use Bro. Thomas’ writings to support the “mere man” 
theory then current. Others-missing the beauty of the true doctrine he 
expounded of the Mystery of Godliness, “God manifest in the flesh,” by 
not following him carefully and closely — were accusing him of 
confounding Christ with God along Trinitarian lines. A brother therefore 
assembled the following extracts from Bro. Thomas’ writings, to give a 
balanced picture. We are not concerned with the crotchets, but there is 
great value in meditating on these divine  things. Our mind can never be 
other than its natural state—a useless shrivelled bag of rubbish destined 
to death like all the rest of the animal world—unless we meditate long and 
lovingly on the revealed spiritual things of the Word. This alone can 
expand the mind from its natural cramped smallness, and cause us to be 
lifted from the perishing animal state up to the enduring spiritual state. 
“This is life eternal, that they may KNOW Thee.”     —Bro. G.V.Growcott 

PART THREE 

 “I am the Living Bread which came down from heaven: if any man 
eat of this Bread he shall live for ever: and the Bread that I will give is 

my flesh”—John 6:51 

THE TERM “CHRIST,” and CHRIST IN THE PROPHETS 

THE Eternal Spirit—Heb. 9:14 as Creator is necessarily before all 
things and is, therefore, the Theos and the Logos of John 1:1-3, where it 
is testified that— “All things were made on account of Him; and 
without Him was made not one thing that exists.” 

This same Eternal Spirit was effluently in Noah, Moses, David, all 
the prophets, Jesus, and the apostles: One Spirit in these many persons. 
In the Mosaic system, the Effluence of the Eternal Power was 
represented by—”An oil of holy ointment” or “a holy anointing oil.” 
—an unction that was not to be commonly used upon pain of death—
Exod.30:25; 1John 2: 20, 27. It was composed of myrrh, sweet 
cinnamon, sweet calamus, cassia and olive oil, after the art of the 
perfumer.  

The Tabernacle with all it contained—with the Altar of burnt 
offering and all its vessels, the Laver and its foot—were all anointed 
with it, and thereby became most holy, so that whatsoever touched 
them became holy. Aaron and his sons were also consecrated with it 
when—”The diadem of the anointing oil of his Elohim.” —was said to 
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be “upon him”—Lev. 21:12. The holy anointing oil was not to be used 
apart from these, for, saith the Law— “Upon man’s flesh it shall not be 
poured” (Exod. 30:32). 

The Cherubim were anointed with the most holy unction, by which 
also they became most holy. It was one holy anointing oil for many 
things which, in and of themselves, differed nothing from that which 
was common. This principle of ONE IN MANY is thus foreshadowed 
in the Law and the Prophets—One Eternal Spirit-Power which “shall 
be” in the “mighty ones of Israel” as it was and is in Jesus of Nazareth: 
“Thou,” Eternal and Anointing Spirit, are “He” in “the Mighty Ones of 
Israel,” and the Theos and the Logos Creator of the heavens and the 
earth.”  

The “Holy Anointing Spirit-Oil” is styled by Peter— “The Spirit of 
Christ which was in the prophets” (1 Pet. 1:2). —because “Christ” 
signifies “Anointed”; and the Spirit that was poured out upon Jesus and 
constituted him anointed, also anointed them. Hence it was said of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob— “Touch not Mine Anointed, and do My 
prophets no harm” (1 Chr. 16:22). 

Speaking of the same Spirit, Nehemiah says (9:20, 30)—  

“Thou gavest Israel Thy good Spirit to instruct them . . . and many 
years didst Thou forbear them, and testifiedst against them by Thy 
Spirit in Thy prophets; yet would they not give ear: therefore gavest 
Thou them into the power of the peoples of the lands” as at this day. 
                                      —Phanerosis  90  

* * * 

TO have taught the doctrine of only one Eloahh, as well as only one 
‘named Yahweh, would have been to set aside the doctrine of a Messiah 
altogether, so that there would be neither a personal Christ nor a 
multitudinous Christ—the latter being constituted of all in him, the 
personal. Well, then, Moses and Jesus both taught a plurality of 
Eloahhs. Jesus said “I am Eloahh, and my Father is Eloahh, and the 
children of God by resurrection each one is Eloahh; and altogether we 
are thy Elohim, O Israel, and yet but one Yahweh.”  

But the Jews repudiate such a God-Name as this. It is 
incomprehensible to them; and in their opinion nothing short of 
blasphemy. It was so repugnant to their notion of things that when 
Jesus taught it “they took up stones to stone him,” and declared that 
they did so because that he, being a man, made himself Eloahh in 
saying, “I am the Son of Ail—John 10:33-36. They objected to the idea 
of Yahweh having a Son; and of that Son being a man; and that man 
consequently Eloahh or God. Hence, when Jesus asked them—  

“What think ye of Christ? Whose Son is he?” (Matt. 22:42). 

—they did not answer “He is the Son of God.” To have done so 
would have been to admit that he would be equal to God, which they 
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considered blasphemy. They therefore adhered to the fleshly view of 
the matter, and replied— 

“He is the Son of David” (v.42). 

This was equivalent to saying that he was equal with David only; 
and consequently, not equal with Deity. But this position was 
pregnable, and easily turned. Jesus saw their weakness, and 
immediately exposed it by enquiring (vs. 43-45)—  

“How then doth David in spirit call him Adon (lord, superior, ruler), 
saying, Yahweh said unto my Adon, Sit thou at My right hand till I 
make thine enemies thy footstool? If David then called him Adon, how 
is he his son?” They could not answer this—  “No man was able to 
answer him a word.” 

The point in this argument is a question of equality; and therefore of 
Deity or of mere humanity. If Messiah were to have been simply son of 
David, then he would be equal in natural descent, and inferior in rank. 
If equal in natural descent, he would have been no more than a son of 
Jesse. And if simply David’s son, he would have been socially inferior, 
inasmuch as in society—and especially in Hebrew society—fathers 
take precedence of sons.  

This being admitted as contained in their premise, on what known 
principle could David speak of such a Messiah as his Adon or 
Sovereign Lord? Here is a notably weak point in the Jewish 
understanding of the doctrine concerning the Messiah. As in the days of 
their fathers, so to the present time, they— “Judge after the flesh” 
(John 8:15). 

They can only see in Christ a son of David, having no higher origin 
than blood, or the impulse of the flesh, or the will of man. They have 
no conception of a Christ who should be formed by the Eternal Spirit 
from the substance descended from David, as Adam was formed by the 
same Spirit from the dust—and therefore generated by the will and 
power of Ail. Still less did they see that such a Son of Power should 
become a Son by a spirit-generation from among the dead. 
        —Phanerosis 68-69  

THE ORIGIN OF JESUS 

In our remarks on “Jesus,” we have spoken of the etymology of this 
name. We repeat that it signifies He shall be: and in the form ani 
Yahweh, signifies— “I, the Spirit, am He Who shall be.” 

The individual who was to be—he who was promised to Eve—Gen. 
3:15, to Abraham—Gen. 15:4; 21:12, to Judah—Gen.49:10, to 
David—2 Sam.7: 12-14; Isa. 9:6-7—was the personage indicated by 
YAHWEH—He shall be—styled in Hebrew ‘the Messiah’; in Greek 
‘the Christ’; and in English ‘the Anointed.’ Now, the Spirit said by the 
prophets, “I shall be he”; and in the Apocalypse we find the Spirit and 
Jesus speaking as one.  
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Now, the “Seed of Abraham,” genealogically considered, must 
partake of Abraham’s nature—must partake of flesh and blood. The 
Spirit therefore in effect said, “I shall become flesh and blood.” 

But how could this be? The answer to this is that the fact depends 
not upon our ability to explain the mode in which spirit maybe 
elaborated into flesh and blood. The Bible testifies that all things are 
out of Deity—1 Cor.8: 6, Who is Spirit—John 4:24. The Eternal Power 
formed Adam out of dust. SPIRIT IS THE BASIS OF ALL CREATED 
THINGS; and, according to the will of the Creator, becomes rock, dust, 
sea, vegetable, and animal, all in their diversity of form and beauty.  

All the resurrected who shall be approved will become spirit, for—  

“That which has been begotten of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3: 6). —
begotten subsequently to their post-resurrectional appearance at 
Christ’s tribunal. If, then, flesh and blood thus become spirit (and some 
flesh and blood will become spirit without tasting of death, Paul says—
1 Cor. 15:51-2), why may not spirit become flesh and blood? It is but a 
reversal of results from a change of process.  

The Name (Jesus) then, in connection with the testimony of the 
prophets, indicates a conversion of Spirit into flesh and blood, 
developed by the formative power of the Eternal, independently of and 
apart from the will of man.  

In the case of the first Adam, spirit as it were leaven mingled 
formatively with dust, and a flesh and blood man was developed, styled 
“Son of God”— Luke 3:38. But in the case of the second Adam, spirit 
acted upon the nervous system of Mary, as it had previously done upon 
Sarah and Hannah; but to a further degree (for in these it had only 
imparted strength for conception according to nature) in that it operated 
germinatively upon the contents of Mary’s ovarium, and caused an 
ovum, or “seed of the woman,” to be deposited in her womb.  

Here, as the spirit-germ of the second man, it remained the usual 
‘set time,’ subject to the laws of the animal economy. At the appointed 
time it was born the babe of Bethlehem, and duly named JESUS, or He 
shall be who shall save—both ‘Son of God’ and ‘Son of Man,’ which 
the first Adam was not. Adam was Son of God and Son of the Dust. 
Jesus was Son of God and Son of Man, being a creation of the Eternal 
Power from the substance of David’s daughter.  

Such was the babe Jesus in preparation for the Sacrificial Man. His 
germination was irrespective of the lust of the flesh, the propensity 
excited in the first Adam by his guilty companion, and of which Cain 
was the fruit. In this particular, the generation of Jesus was different 
from that of all other men. If Joseph had been his father, he would have 
been born of blood, of the will of the flesh, and of man, instead of the 
Spirit. He would have been son of man only, and not Son of God; and 
consequently would not have answered to the testimony of the Name 
… To understand the Yahweh-Name, as exhibited in the writings of the 
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prophets, is to “know the joyful sound’—to believe the— “Gospel of 
the Deity which He had promised before by the prophets in the Holy 
Scriptures, concerning His Son the Christ, made of the seed of David 
according to flesh, and constituted Son of Deity in power according to 
the spirit of holiness” (Rom. 1:1-4).  

And to understand the same Name historically and doctrinally 
expounded, as it is in the New Testament, is to understand—  

“The things concerning the Kingdom of the Deity, and the Name of 
Jesus Anointed” of the Spirit (Acts 8:12).  

In the teaching of Jesus, the “Name,” the “Gospel,” and the 
“Kingdom of the Deity” are interchangeably used.  
      —Eureka 1:275-277  

“GOD WITH US,” and ONE OF THREE THINGS 

IN Deut. 6:4 Moses says—”Sh’ma Yisraail Yahweh Elohainu 
Yahweh ekhad.” 

The literal translation is— “Hear, O Israel! I WILL BE our 
MIGHTIES is One I will be!” 

This is the proclamation in plain English. There is no word in it 
which is not perfectly intelligible. It announces a person who shall be. 
And if you ask Moses who that person is, he tells you—Exodus 3:14-6; 
6:3 that the person who shall be is that same One who, 430 years 
before, was known to Abraham as the “Strength of the Mighty Ones” 
(Ail Shaddai), Who visited him from time to time; and Whose 
messenger appeared to (Moses) himself in the Bush. The answer is 
equivalent to saying that the subject of the proclamation to Israel is—  

“One Who is, and Who was, and Who is to come, the Pantokrator, 
or Strength of All” (Rev. 1:8).  

He is, while Moses makes the proclamation; He was, in Abraham’s 
time, and from an antecedent eternity; and He shall be, when He comes 
as the Prophet like unto Moses. Nothing short of this can be educed 
from the words of Moses.  

Had we lived in the days of Moses, speaking the Hebrew as our 
mother tongue, his proclamation would have created in us an 
expectation that, at some future time, HE—the Possessor of the 
Heavens and the Earth, the Most High, Who admitted Abraham to His 
friendship—would appear in the midst of Israel; and that then, 
consequently, whatever His Name might be called, He would be Imma-
nu-ail, GOD WITH US.  

Now, for this result to be manifested, 1 of 3 things was necessary— 
Either that AIL, the Eternal Spirit Himself, should descend from 
unapproachable light, and plant Himself in the midst of the Hebrew 
nation unveiled;  
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Or that a portion of free spirit emanating from His substance should 
be embodied, constituting HOLY SPIRIT NATURE, or God veiled;  

Or that the Eternal Spirit should create a body from the material race 
of Adam, and fill it with His Own power and wisdom without measure.  

In any of these events, it would have been God with Israel, dwelling 
in the midst of them. But the first alternative was impossible: for God 
unveiled in any nation would be its destruction, for Moses testified that 
Yahweh declared to him— 

“There shall no man see Me, and live” (Exodus 33:20), And Paul, 
who taught the same doctrine as Moses, says—”No man hath seen, or 
can see, Him” (1 Tim. 6:16). 

And Jesus also bears the same witness that— “No man hath seen 
the Father, except he who is from Theos (Divine Power): the same hath 
seen the Father” (John 6:46).                                        —Phanerosis 63  

 

“I CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN” 

THE Flesh and the Manna, according to Paul, were ‘spiritual 
meat’—spiritual in the sense of representing something else than their 
own material constituents. In other words, the Flesh and the Bread were 
types of something that was afterwards to descend from the heavens 
and to become the life-sustaining principle of all that should receive it. 
What was that something? The question has been answered by Jesus in 
John 6. The Jews had said—  

“Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He gave 
them bread out of the heaven to eat” (John 6:31).  

But in reply to this Jesus said (vs. 32-33)—  

“Moses gave you not the bread out of the heaven; but my Father 
giveth to you the True Bread out of the heaven. For the Bread of the 
Deity is He Who, descending out of the heaven, giveth life to the 
kosmos.”  

This was as much as to say that the manna was representative of a 
life-imparting agent from heaven, even the Logos speaking by Jesus. 
John says— “In him (the Logos) was life, and the life was the light of 
men” (1:4). 

The Logos, or Spirit of the Deity, was the Manna, or True Bread. It 
was this Logos Who said— “I am the Way and the Truth and the 
Resurrection and the Life . . . I am the Bread of Life (or the Manna) . . . 
I came down from heaven . . . This is the Bread which descendeth from 
heaven, that a man may eat thereof and not die . . . If any man eat of 
this Bread he shall live in the Aion: and the Bread that I, the Logos, will 
give is  my flesh, which I give for the life of the kosmos” (John 14:6; 
11:25; 6:35-51).  
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Thus spake the Logos, Who was in the beginning the Deity. He 
promised to give “His Flesh” for the sustenance of the kosmos. This 
flesh was the Son of Mary and David, named Jesus. —Eureka 1:310  

* * * . 

Jesus says— “I came down from heaven . . . I am the Bread that 
came down from heaven—the Bread of Life. If any man shall eat of this 
Bread he shall live in the Aion, and the Bread that I will give is my 
flesh.”  

These sayings caused the Jews who heard them to enquire— “How 
can this man have come down from heaven, whose father and mother 
we know? And how can he give us his flesh to eat?” (John 6:38, 51).  

These inquiries were prompted by their rule of interpretation, which 
has been the rule of their posterity to this day. They interpreted the 
discourses of Jesus by the principles of the flesh. He said—  

“Ye cannot tell whence I come and whither I go. Ye judge after the 
flesh” (John 8:14). 

They only conceived of the flesh born of Mary coming down from 
heaven, and of their eating that flesh as they would eat meat. They did 
not recognize the voice of the Father in the words that came from the 
mouth of Jesus. If they had, they would have understood that it was the 
Spirit that had come down, and was to “ascend where He was before’’; 
that the Spirit claimed the Cherub born of Mary as “His flesh” because 
it was prepared for Him—Psa.40:6; Heb. 10:5; and that He gave this 
flesh (which He calls “My flesh”) for the life of the world: which flesh, 
Paul says (Heb.9:14)— “Through the Eternal Spirit offered himself 
without fault to God.” 

Judging according to the principles of flesh-thinking, they did not 
understand that it was an intellectual eating and drinking of the Spirit-
and-life words, or teaching, that came down from heaven concerning 
the Christ and him crucified. Jeremiah says— “Thy words were found, 
and I did eat them” (15:16). 

But the contemporaries of Jesus had almost as little taste for such 
eating as ours. When a man marks, reads, and inwardly digests the 
subject-matter of the Father’s doctrine, he eats and drinks it, and is 
“taught of God,” as all must be who would be saved. That doctrine sets 
forth the things of the Kingdom of God, and the things concerning 
Jesus Anointed, among which is the sanctifying of those who believe 
the Promises covenanted, through the offering of the body of Jesus 
once. They who understand the doctrine of the Father and believe it 
unto obedience, eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son of Man, 
for, saith he— 

“He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and 
I in him” (John 6:56). 
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This in-dwelling is by faith of the words which are “spirit and life,” 
as appears from Paul’s exhortation to us, saying—  

“Let Christ dwell in your hearts by faith” (Eph.3:17). 

When the words or doctrine of the Eternal Spirit concerning the 
Kingdom and Name are the subject-matter of our faith, we dwell in 
Christ and Christ dwells in us—  

“It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profits nothing. The words 
that I speak unto you are Spirit and Life” (John 6:63).  

Therefore, if these words dwell in us, “Spirit and Life” dwell in us; 
otherwise not; it is evident that the son of Mary, the body laid in the 
sepulchre, was never in heaven till his ascent thither after his 
resurrection. How then (says the man who thinks only after the flesh), 
can— “The Son of Man ascend where he was before” (John 6: 62)? 

This is as incomprehensible to him as the eating of the flesh and the 
drinking of the blood of a slain man imparting life to the eater; and he 
exclaims with Nicodemus— “How can these things be?” 
                                       —Phanerosis 83  

* * * 

THAT burning and shining light, John the Immerser, testified that 
the Bridegroom, his friend, who is superior to all— “Cometh from 
above . . . from heaven” (John 3:31). 

And when he appeared he said— “I came down from heaven to do 
the will of Him Who sent me”(John 6:33). 

And again— “No man hath ascended into heaven, but he that 
descended out of the heaven, the Son of Man who is in the heaven” 
(John 3:13).  

Now, upon the same principle that it could be said that one “born of 
a woman, and made under the Law”—Gal. 4:4—who during his life 
never went further from Palestine than Egypt, died on the cross, was 
buried, and came forth from thence on the 3rd day—came down out of 
heaven, and was “the Lord from heaven”—1 Cor. 15:47: upon this 
identical principle it can truly be affirmed that a “multitude which no 
man can number,” 1000’s of men and women coming forth from the 
earth, and who had never visited any other planet of the universe, were 
seen—as the Bride the Lamb’s Wife, the New, the Holy Jerusalem, the 
Great City— “Descending from the Deity out of the heaven” (Rev. 
21:2).                                   —Eureka 111:686 

 
 [This is a five part exposition on the “Mystery of Godliness” from different 

works by Bro. Thomas recorded in the Bereans for Feb-June 1977] 
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Hints For Bible Markers 

The Psalms 

Psalm 7 

Psalm 7:10 

“Mydefenseis ofGod,whichsaveththeuprightinheart.” 

God is our protector and it is his decision how and when those 

who wish to do us harm are to be punished. This brings to mind the 

verse in Romans (12:19) “Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, 

but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; 

I will repay, saith the Lord.” and its companion verse in the Old 

Testament (Deuteronomy 32:35) “To me belongeth vengeance, and 

recompense; their foot shall slide in due time: for the day of their 

calamity is at hand, and the things that shall come upon them make 

haste.” When we look at the history of Israel we find that when they 

trusted in Yahweh there was vengeance and recompense. However, 

when they lost faith and looked only to human strength, the Lord 

forsook them with calamitous results. By this example we realize God 

favored Israel according to the degree of their trust in Him. This is 

placed on record for our learning and we would be wise to heed the 

lesson: “My defense is of God, which saveth the upright in heart.” 

The righteous know that they have a defender in heaven and He will 

avenge them at his discretion. It is our natural desire to avenge 

ourselves. If we should give way to that temptation, we are displaying 

an extreme lack of faith, while despising His protective wings, and are 

assuming that which is His prerogative. 

Because our defense is of the Lord, it really does not matter 

what people do to us, friend, foe, brother, or sister. Likewise, it's of no 

matter who rules over us, except for the case of Bible prophecy where 

the ruler is fulfilling God's plan. But as far as what the rulers do to us it 

is nothing. They have a temporary power to bruise; but to the righteous 

they can afflict no lasting harm. Our Heavenly Father will save the 

“upright in heart.” There must be knowledge and loving obedience to 

that knowledge before God is our defense and salvation. If we are 

under the always protective wings then we truly find great comfort 

when we sing the opening two lines of hymn 53: 

God is my strong salvation, 

What foe have I to fear? 
Continued next month should the Lord will 

 bro. Beryl Snyder 


