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Ecclesial News 
GOLDTHWAITE, Texas    

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, 
Loving greetings from the Goldthwaite Ecclesia, 

We are happy to report that Bro. Bob Bent has contacted us advising 
us of his change in position concerning fellowship with those who 
believe it is a command for some to observe the Sabbath. 

Bro. Bob then expressed his desire to be reinstated in the Berean 
fellowship and to rejoin us in our walk Zionward; to this we agreed. 

Please welcome back Bro. Bob. 

Love in Christ Jesus,  
Bro. Len Naglieri, on behalf of the Goldthwaite Ecclesia 

 

BOSTON, Mass. 

Dear brethren and sisters, Greetings in the One Hope, 
 It gives me great pleasure to announce that we have interviewed 

Brother Joe and Sister Carol Garvey and have found them of one mind 
with us. We were pleased to welcome them into fellowship yesterday at 
the memorial service. This brings a total of four new members to the 
Boston Ecclesia this summer.  Bro. Jesse Gustavsson has relocated to 
the Boston area and Brother James Sommerville was baptized while 
in Texas this summer.  We pray that God will strengthen and bless each 
one of them so that His word may radiate further in this area.  

Brother Joe and Sister Carol can be contacted 
at joegarvey42@yahoo.com 

 Time is drawing close for our Northeast Fraternal Gathering.  We 
plan on holding it October 28,29,30, 2017 at: 

Towneplace Suites by Marriott 
50 Rosebrook Place 
Wareham, MA 02571 
 The gathering will start informally Friday evening with readings 

followed by refreshments and end with Monday’s readings, dinner and 
outing.  

The theme of the gathering is: 
“New Testament Letters” 
If needed you may contact Jon Garvey at jgarv04@yahoo.com 

Your brother in Christ, Jim Sommerville, Recording Brother 
 

GATHERINGS & ACTIVITIES 
(To be held Yahweh Willing) 

BOSTON FRATERNAL GATHERING.......................................Oct 28-29, 2017 

Bro. Jim Sommerville,   jsommer393@msn.com   

mailto:jsommer393@msn.com
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Grace Be Unto You, and Peace 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ Who hath 

blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places” (Eph. 1:3). 

Paul’s letter to the Ephesians is perhaps the highest expression of 

the joys that constitute the spiritual blessings in heavenly places. 

  It was written many years before the Spirit had occasion through 

John to remind this ecclesia of its lost first love. Those among them 

who were moved by John’s warning words from Patmos would 

doubtless read again this earlier epistle of Paul. They would remember 

those purer and happier days. They would remember Paul’s tearful 

parting words of warning when he saw them for the last time at 

Miletus, words which at the time perhaps seemed unnecessarily 

ominous— 

 “Take heed therefore unto yourselves . . . for I KNOW this, that 

after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not 

sparing the flock” (Acts 20:29). 

And they would remember too, that Jesus himself had said, shortly 

before he left them— 

 “The love of the many shall wax cold” (Matt. 24:12, R.V.). 

 Time would take its toll. Other things would claim the attention. 

The original enthusiasm would slowly disappear, and the light stand, no 

longer zealously tended, would gradually flicker out. How slowly! But 

how surely and how deadly! 

“Thou hast left thy first love” (Rev. 2:4). 

 A watchman slumbering at his post with a cold, empty lamp in his 

hand! 

 But none of this had begun when this epistle was written. All is 

light and joy and Paul writes freely and warmly of the things nearest to 

his heart—of the things he desired to share with the Corinthians, but 

could not because they were yet carnal and had to be carefully fed with 

milk as babes. 

 He writes of the deep things of the glorious, predestinating purpose 

of God in Christ. He writes of the fellowship of the mystery, of the 

multitudinous unity of the Spirit, of the love of Christ which passeth all 

knowledge and which constrained Paul to superhuman effort and 

endurance on behalf of his brethren. 
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 He writes of the fullness of God with which they were filled and by 

which they were gloriously strengthened with might in the inner man, 

and of the wonderful time in the future to which all creation was 

painfully travailing when God would gather together in one all things in 

Christ. 

  Contemplating their love and faith and unalloyed zeal, he ceases 

not to give thanks unto God continually, and he prays that they may 

fully know within themselves the inexpressible joys of the working of 

His mighty power. 

* * * 

“Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints.” 

  —the separated ones, the holy people “Be ye holy even as I am 

holy, saith the Lord.” 

“…to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ 

Jesus” (Eph. 1:1). 

  Paul broadens his salutation to include not only the holy ones in 

Ephesus, but also that select and blessed few who in all ages come 

under the category of “the faithful in Christ Jesus.” Does this include 

us, too? Are we among the “faithful in Christ Jesus”? 

  Faithful means many things. First, it means “firm in belief,” having 

the full assurance of faith, unquestioning and undoubting, single-

minded adherence to God’s Word. 

“Without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he that cometh to 

God MUST BELIEVE” (Heb. 11:6). 

  Secondly, it means “true to one’s word”—faithfully fulfilling one’s 

promises and obligations. 

“Faithful is He that calleth you, Who also will do it” (1 Thess. 

5:24). 

“The Lord thy God, He is God, the faithful God which keepeth 

covenant and mercy” (Deut. 7:9). 

Third, faithful means “stedfast in the face of temptation,” holding 

firm and unmoved come what may. 

“Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown of life” 

(Rev. 2:10). 

  Then faithful means “trustworthy in guarding what has been 

entrusted,” and diligent in its use. 
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“He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: 

and he that is unjust in the least is unjust in much” (Luke 16:10) . 

“It is required in a steward that a man be found faithful” (1 Cor. 

4:2). 

  Let us remind ourselves of that—the little things are just as 

important as the big things for all is a matter of principle. Often, 

indeed, the little things are more important than the large things, and 

little sins worse than big ones. Why? Because while big transgressions 

may be the result of human weakness under great pressure, the little 

ones are often a sign of just plain heedlessness and lost love and 

enthusiasm for God. 

  It is the little sins and little services that paint the true picture of 

the heart; the daily acts of faith or faithlessness, unaffected by either 

momentary stress or momentary enthusiasm. 

  Many of God’s faithful committed grievous transgressions—they 

fell low, but when they came to themselves He received them again 

with joy, for He knew that their hearts were set upon Him and their life 

was bound up in His, though they were overcome for a while. 

  Again, faithful means “trusting and dependent” unwavering; 

confidence and reliance. 

“If God so clothe the grass of the field . . . how much more will He 

clothe you, ye of little faith?” (Matt. 6:30). 

“Why are ye fearful, ye of little faith?” (Matt. 8:26). 

  And, finally, faithful means “true and constant in affection,” 

having the entire heart and mind firmly fixed upon an object of 

devotion. It means steadfastness in love. This perhaps is the foundation 

of all its other means—the basis or motive power of all, for “Faith,” 

says Paul (Gal. 5:6), “worketh by love.” 

  Such then are the faithful in Christ Jesus; the ones to whom Paul is 

speaking throughout this epistle; the ones for whom these blessings are 

reserved— 

 “This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith” (1 

John 5:4). 

By this we can measure ourselves. 

* * * 

Verse 3: “Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and 

from the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
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  What is grace? What mental pictures does the word create? It is 

difficult to define. It carries the atmosphere of harmony, and loveliness, 

and courtesy, and kindness, and gentleness. It is, in brief, godliness of 

deportment. 

  From grace we derive two related words—graceful and gracious. 

Graceful is defined as “displaying beauty in form or that is, grace of 

body; while gracious means displaying beauty of the mind and 

character. 

“Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father.” 

“Be clothed with humility,” counsels Peter (1 Pet. 5:5), “for God 

giveth grace to the humble.” And John records with an awe that is 

ever-new— 

“The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his 

glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 

truth” (John 1:14). 

  That is the ideal combination — Grace and Truth. It is easy to 

stress one to the exclusion of the other, and some tend to err one way 

and some the other, but neither Grace nor Truth is complete alone. 

Christendom at large makes much of Grace, but cares little for Truth. 

But Grace alone, though pleasant has no eternal value. It must cling to 

the sturdy stock of Truth to give it vitality and purpose. 

  Likewise Truth without Grace is like light without warmth. It is 

frigid and unmoving. It is easy to be convinced without being aroused, 

and if we convinced someone without arousing them, we only add to 

their condemnation without showing them the power to rise out of it. 

  The multiplication table is truth, but it is without grace. It is 

possible, out of a desire to avoid the errors of Christendom, to present 

the Gospel of God in the same sterile fashion as a mathematical 

equation—to declare its truth with the implied attitude that: “There it 

is, take it or leave it.” This error must he carefully avoided, too. 

“Let your speech be always with grace” (Col. 4:6). “Speak that 

which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the 

hearers” (Eph. 4:29). 

That must be the purpose of all that we say— 

“To administer grace unto the hearers.” 

  Truth itself is indeed a worthy object of search and attention, but it 

is the grace we find woven throughout all the Truth of God that kindles 

our love and affection. Let us, then, as Peter counsels (2 Pet. 3: 18)— 
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“Grow in grace, AND in knowledge.” 

Let the two grow side by side, each helping the other. 

“Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the 

Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 1:2). 

  Peace—tranquility, freedom from disturbance or agitation, calm, 

harmony, concord, exemption from fear. Not, as some picture it, an 

emotional vacuum, but a calm inner serenity which no external factor 

can touch. A serenity unshakably rooted in a perfect oneness with the 

Eternal Author of Peace. Jesus calmly said, in the dark night of agony 

and desertion that led to the cross— 

“Peace I leave with you: MY peace I give you . . . Let not your heart 

be troubled, neither let it be afraid!” (John 14:27). 

Present conditions around us, both within the Household and 

without, emphasize the preciousness and blessing of peace. Not of 

course, peace at any price—that is a fools paradise—but true, well 

grounded, God given peace. 

There are, of course, always those to whom the thought of peace does 

not appeal, those to whom excitement and pleasure have a much more 

tantalizing ring. But this is a limited and pitiable mentality. The 

thoughtful student soon realizes that God has so constituted us that our 

deepest and fullest happiness demands quiet peace of both mind and 

body and that, in this present life, it is the greatest blessing that God can 

give. 

Now the Scriptures define certain elementary principles concerning 

peace, and the first is that, like every other good, it doesn’t just happen, 

but has definite causes. Peace is not the toy of time and chance. It does not 

come to us as the caprice of the cycle of fortune. It is determined by 

law—fixed, divine law. 

And furthermore, it is something that requires working and planning and 

earnest effort. It is, in a sense, a matter of learning and practice, just like any 

other worthwhile accomplishment. We must learn how, and then, by 

practice, develop our skill. We must be prepared to make a great, all-

consuming effort, if we truly value the prize. The first relevant statement 

of Scripture is this— 

“I make peace . . . I the Lord do these things” (Isa. 45:7) . 

This is lesson one. True peace begins in God. And lesson two is— 

“There in NO PEACE, saith the Lord, to the wicked” (Isa. 48:22). 

Peace is divinely bestowed in proportion to righteousness—”GREAT 
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PEACE have they which love Thy Law” (Psa. 119:165). 

Loving the Law does not, of course, mean abstract admiration, for 

“THIS is the love of God, that we keep His commandments” (1 John 

5:3). 

Solomon declares— 

“My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments; for 

length of days, and long life, AND PEACE, shall they add unto thee” (Prov. 

3:1, 2). 

And Isaiah says— 

“The work of righteousness shall be peace” (Isa. 32:17).  

Obedience, then, is the first key to peace. We must accept this primary 

fact at the outset, before we even begin to take the course. It is 

inescapable, and the wise man will not kick against the pricks. The 

delicate balance of our minds and moods, that control which determines 

between tranquility and turmoil is reserved within the almighty power 

of God. 

  We may ignore God’s counsel and we may so arrange our outward 

circumstances by worldly provisions and guarantees that we seem 

assured against all the vagaries of chance, and peace appears to be 

inevitable, and men may envy us mightily, but still the divine verdict is, 

“Thou fool.” 

  An obedient heart—a heart that yearns to obey and to conform 

itself to the holiness of the object of its affection—is an essential 

prerequisite to peace. Paul says of them that obey not God 

   “The WAY of peace have they not known” (Rom. 3:17). They 

want it but it is hid from them. Paul says further we must— 

“Follow after the things that make for peace” (Rom. 14:19). 

  Peace is made, and we must learn how to make it. If we would 

have peace, we must take the steps that lead to peace. It is not enough 

just to hope for it, and to pray for it. We must consciously set our 

course toward it, and we must keep moving along that course. Paul gets 

a step closer to telling us how when he says in this same epistle to the 

Romans (8:6)— 

“To be SPIRITUALLY-MINDED is peace.” 

  Peace is a state of the mind. It does not depend upon the things that 

happen to us. They can’t give us peace or take it from us. Peace 
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depends upon how we receive them, and react to them. It is godliness 

with contentment—doing right and being satisfied. 

Zacharias, father of John the Baptist, said of Christ’s birth— 

“The dayspring from on high hath visited us . . . to guide our feet in 

the way of peace” (Luke 1:78-79). 

  Here again is the same thought “The WAY of peace.” The 

dayspring to whom Zacharias refers reveals this way in Matthew 11:28, 

29— 

“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will 

give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me.” 

That is, Copy me, Follow my example— 

“…for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 

your souls.” 

“REST unto your souls” is a very good synonym for peace, and the 

way to it is, “Be meek and lowly.” Take it easy. Be content with little. 

Leave the worrying to God. Settle back into the everlasting arms. Cast 

your care upon Him. Turn it all over to your Father. Give up the frantic 

struggle to keep up with the mad and endless treadmill. 

  Relax your grip upon the things that are vanishing, and let the 

world rush by. Don’t look after it longingly, because it isn’t going 

anywhere—but of course it doesn’t know that. 

“Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth 

understanding . . . Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her 

paths are peace” (Prov. 3:13, 17). 

“To be spiritually-minded is peace” (Rom. 8:6). 

“He that is spiritual discerneth all things” (1 Cor. 2:15). 

  This is the basis of his peace, and it is a real and genuine 

foundation. His peace is founded upon knowledge—the knowledge 

that— 

“ALL things work together for good to them that love God” (Rom. 

8:28). 

  It is only necessary to know the truth, and be really convinced of it, 

and to live in harmony with it, to achieve peace. It doesn’t require self-

deception. We don’t have to pretend, or run away from the facts. We 

only need to stand well back and get a good clear picture of everything 

in its true proportion, and peace is the inevitable result. 
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  Everything in God’s universe is progressing according to schedule. 

There is nothing out of hand. God is in full control. The plan is rolling 

forward gloriously; and the present puppets which loom so large and 

self-important are but passing shadows. 

  And we’ve got to hold on to that picture! We must not let it fade 

away and be replaced by the sordid, distorted, fractional view that is 

apparent to our immediate senses. 

  Such, then, are the ingredients of peace. Supply these ingredients, 

and the desired result must follow. Let us list them. 

  First, love, for that is the root and mainspring of all virtue. 

Meaning, of course, true scriptural love—pure, zealous and intense, 

“hating even the garment spotted by the flesh” love that is bigger and 

stronger than fear. 

  Then obedience: that naturally follows. That is the fruit that 

identifies the tree of love, and a tree is known by its fruits. 

Third, lowliness—for there is no peace in struggling endlessly up 

toward barren and elusive pinnacles of empty glory. A relaxed sense of 

nothingness and powerlessness. A contentment to be of small account, 

knowing that man’s puny accomplishments and vain honors are 

worthless in God’s sight. The world cannot give us peace. Peace is in 

the hand of God, kept for His children alone. 

“The Lord will bless His people with peace” (Psa. 29:11). 

  Fourth, meekness—mildness of temper, forbearance, humility, 

patience. True strength of character and power of mind. Self-control. 

Being big enough not to be petty and resentful. 

“The meek also shall increase their joy in the Lord” (Isa. 29:19). 

“He will beautify the meek with salvation” (Psa. 149:4). “The 

hidden man of the heart . . . the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit” (1 

Pet. 3:4). 

  Then graciousness—for if we are to have real peace our outward 

contacts must leave us with no inward regrets. We must learn to give of 

our best to everyone—to treat everyone with studied courtesy and 

kindness—never too big or too busy to be kind and considerate. 

  And this, to mean anything, must be without regard to persons. If 

angels ever deign to visit us unawares, they are not likely to come 

disguised as pompous bank directors or corporation presidents, but as 

very simple, common people. 
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  Sixth, wisdom—vision and discernment, for peace requires a keen 

perception that pierces through the disquieting and deceptive outward 

appearance of things. We must live by the things that are not seen, for 

these are the real things. We must, with Moses, “see Him who is 

invisible” (Heb. 11:27). 

  Finally, spiritual mindedness for peace is essentially a spiritual 

quality. The carnal mind never knows peace for it ever burns with an 

insatiable flame of bitterness and envy, lust and desire. Only God can 

calm the raging of the storm, and say to our troubled mind, “Peace, be 

still.” 

“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on 

Thee” (Isa. 26:3). 

  Such, then, are the seven pillars of the temple of peace, the seven 

keys to the garden of spiritual rest. 

“Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the 

Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 1:2). 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who hath 

blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places” (Eph. 1:3). 

It is these “spiritual blessings” in heavenly places that should fire 

our zeal to transform ourselves for God. Not so much for what God has 

done for us. Let us go deeper than that. It is for-the love that caused 

Him to do it. Paul exclaims elsewhere, with an overflowing heart 

“Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift” (2 Cor. 9:15). 

“We love Him,” says John, “because He first loved us” (1 Jn. 4:19). 

His love is so intense and so electrifying that, when it meets a receptive 

heart, even this common clay cannot but be charged and transformed. 

But it must be kept in the direct focus of that influence. Our light, 

like that of the moon, is only reflected glory, and fades quickly when 

the source is obscured. So again we perceive that all is of Him, even 

our love for Him. 

What are these “spiritual blessings in the heavenlies” of which 

Paul speaks? They are summarized in John’s words— “Behold what 

manner of love the Father hath bestowed on us, that we should be 

called the sons of God!” (1 Jn. 3:1). 

FULL adoption into the divine family, with all its privileges! He 

throws the door to Himself wide open. Sonship implies fellowship and 

communion, confidence and dependence. He could offer us no more 

than to offer us Himself. No higher honor. No greater blessing. And He 
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gives it to us freely, merely upon our promise to be faithful, and to give 

Him in loving return the pitiful little we have to give— 

“All things are yours . . . the world, life, death, things present, 

things to come; ALL ARE YOURS!” (1 Cor. 3:21, 22). 

“Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling . . . 

what manner of persons ought we to be in all holy conversation and 

godliness!” (Heb. 3:1; 2 Pet. 3:11). 

Holiness, the divine eternal beauty of holiness, is the purpose of all 

this manifestation of love toward us. If it fails to move us to ceaseless 

and wholehearted efforts in that direction, it has missed its object and 

failed in its purpose. This is the end to which all is directed, as Paul 

continues here in Ephesians 1:4 — 

“According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of 

the world, THAT WE SHOULD BE HOLY and without blame before 

Him in love.” 

That is the glorious secret of His purpose—a people perfected in 

holiness by love. Not by force or fear, but by love. Holiness is the 

watchword of the future. Even the bells of the horses are to be 

inscribed, “Holiness to the Lord” (Zech. 14:20). 

“And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called 

the Way of Holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it” (Isa. 35:8). 

And they shall sing with triumphant ecstasy- 

“Who is like unto Thee, Lord, GLORIOUS IN HOLINESS? . . . Thou 

in Thy mercy hast led forth the people which Thou hast redeemed; 

Thou hast guided them in Thy strength unto Thy holy habitations” 

(Exodus 15:11-13). 

Such was the Song of Moses, upon the deliverance of Israel, and 

such will be the Song of Moses and the Lamb. “Every man that hath 

this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure . . . BLESSED 

ARE THE PURE IN HEART” (1 John 3:3; Matt. 5:8).  

                                                                          —Bro. G.V.Growcott 

 

The Christadelphian Landmark 

While perusing the Christadelphian Treasury, I came upon two 

paragraphs that arrested my attention: 

First, “The spirit of compromise is abroad; it threatens the 

brotherhood. Let us face it in the spirit which animated the worthy 
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Christadelphians of the past. To help us to this end is the immediate 

purpose of this book; it summarizes Christadelphian teaching on the 

fundamental questions of doctrine and practice from the days of Dr. 

Thomas and Bro. R. Roberts to our own days. It reflects the minds of 

men who, where the Truth is concerned, refused to compromise. 

Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have 

been taught.” 

Second, “Warning, counsel, exhortation and comfort; and at such a 

time with Christ at the door! With what urgency should such words be 

charged! Warning against unfaithfulness; counsel to steadfastness; and 

diligence in our profession of godliness. ‘Let us abide by the old 

landmark’—the Bible, inspired and infallible, as the basis of our belief 

and the ground of our confidence. At our peril we depart from this 

standard. More than ever we need to advocate the supremacy of the 

Bible, both in theory and practice.” 

As the children of Israel left Egypt, we see a mixed multitude of 

about 600,000 men beside women and children, who were commanded 

to leave Egypt and go into a land that they did not know. They would 

have been hopelessly lost had God not provided a landmark for them. 

Exodus 13:21-22— “And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar 

of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give 

them light; to go by day and night: He took not away the pillar of the 

cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the people.” 

Exodus 40:38— “For the cloud of the LORD was upon the tabernacle 

by day, and fire was on it by night, in the sight of all the house of 

Israel, throughout all their journeys.” 

Now in 1 Cor. 10, Paul rehearses some of the events in their 

journeying’s, saying that all these things happened unto them for types, 

and they are written for our admonition. In Rom. 15 he says they were 

written for our learning.  

Realizing this, we go back and consider one of the types. Exodus 

14:19-20— “And the angel of God, which went before the camp of 

Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went 

from before their face, and stood behind them: And it came between the 

camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and it was a cloud and 

darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these: so that the one 

came not near the other all the night.” 

There was only one cloud yet it was light to the Children of Israel 

but darkness to the Egyptians. That might seem strange to some yet is it 

not also a fact with our landmark, the Bible. Is it not a great light to us 
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and is it not darkness to unbelievers? It is the same book, but light to 

one and darkness to the other. 

Today we are to consider the light side for to us the darkness is past. 

We have embarked upon a journey from Egyptian darkness to a land 

that floweth with milk and honey. 

At first everything was beautiful, but by and by storms came up and 

the waves began to roar, some cried out that we were lost but others 

said no we have the Bible, our landmark, before us. It is inspired and 

infallible. It is the basis of our belief and the ground of our confidence. 

If we depart from it, we will be lost but if we abide by our landmark, 

we will reach our objective and be saved. 

In writing to the Corinthian brethren, Paul exhorted them to be 

followers of him even as he also was of Christ.  

Now let us see what Paul and Peter thought of the Bible. In Acts 

20:17-35, Paul gives a charge to the brethren at Ephesus and verse 32, 

he says— “And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word 

of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an 

inheritance among all them which are sanctified.” 

And again in his 2nd letter to Timothy in 3:14-17—  “But continue 

thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, 

knowing of whom thou hast learned them; And that from a child thou 

hast known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto 

salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is given 

by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may 

be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” 

Also in 2 Peter 1:20-21— “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of 

the Scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came 

not in old time by the will of man; but holy men of God spake as they 

were moved by the Holy Spirit.” 

Let us turn to the Master and see what he thinks of the Bible. Let us 

see what use he made of it and how he appealed to it and what the 

smallest details were in his eyes. In Matthew, Jesus quotes the Bible 36 

times. Follow him from childhood and see with what serious and tender 

respect he holds the scriptures. Notice also how he receives the whole 

of it without question.  

The modern man doubts a lot of it and questions here and there, and 

even many who call themselves Christadelphian do so. 
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Not so Jesus. It mattered not to him whether it was Moses, the 

Prophets or the Psalms, he always quoted them with the same authority, 

aligning every argument with the words, “It is written.”  

Take him at the age of 12 years, in Luke 2:46-47— “And it came to 

pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the 

midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions. 

And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and 

answers.” 

Look at him in the beginning of his ministry. In Matt. 4, he is filled 

with the Spirit and was led into the wilderness to be tempted. Three 

times he is tried and three times he repels the tempter by quotations 

from the book of Deuteronomy. Think of it, Brothers and Sisters, the 

Son of God defending himself by the holy oracles, and such brief 

quotation too. Such a lesson for us! The whole reply and defense is this, 

“It is written. . .” 

We turn to Luke again and we find Jesus as was his custom in the 

synagogue on the Sabbath Day. Luke 4:16-21— “And he came to 

Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he 

went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up for to read. 

And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And 

when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to 

preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the 

brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of 

sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised. To preach the 

acceptable year of the Lord. And he closed the book, and he gave it 

again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were 

in the synagogue were fastened on him. And he began to say unto them, 

This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.” 

Listen also to his reply to the Sadducees who denied the 

resurrection, Matt. 22:29-33— “Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye 

do err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of God. For in the 

resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as 

the angels of God in heaven. But as touching the resurrection of the 

dead, have ye not read that which was spoken unto you by God, saying, 

I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? 

God is not the God of the dead, but of the living. And when the 

multitude heard this, they were astonished at his doctrine.”  

Notice also how Jesus confounds the Pharisees by a quotation from 

the Psalms, Matt. 22:41-46— “While the Pharisees were gathered 

together, Jesus asked them, Saying, What think ye of Christ? whose son 
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is he? They say unto him, The son of David. He saith unto them, How 

then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying, The LORD said unto 

my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy 

footstool? If David then call him Lord, how is he his son? And no man 

was able to answer him a word, neither durst any man from that day 

forth ask him any more questions.” 

Again, hear how he answers them in Matt. 19:4-6— “And he 

answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made 

them at the beginning made them male and female, And said, for this 

cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to this 

wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no more 

twain, but one flesh, What therefore God hath joined together, let not 

man put asunder.” 

So much for the days of his ministry, and now we find him crucified 

and laid in the tomb, but the tomb cannot hold him and he arises to a 

newness of life. He becomes immortal. Now how does he speak? Why 

again he quotes from the Scripture. See him, Brothers and Sisters as he 

appears to two of the disciples on their way to Emmaus, Luke 24:13—

And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called 

Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs. And 

they talked together of all these things which had happened. And it 

came to pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus 

himself drew near, and went with them.”  

They did not know him, believing him to be dead and their hopes 

were now shattered. Here again we find him quoting and expounding 

the Scriptures, verses 25-27— “Then he said unto them, O fools, and 

slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: Ought not 

Christ to have suffered these things, and to have entered into his glory? 

And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them 

in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.”  

Notice the words of the disciples in verse 32, “And they said one to 

another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by 

the way, and while he opened to us the Scriptures?” 

And now before we leave this part of our subject, we want you to 

hear two declarations from the mouth of Jesus concerning the 

Scriptures. Luke 16:17— “And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, 

than one tittle of the law to fail.” John 10:35— “If he called them gods, 

unto whom the word of God came, and the Scripture cannot be 

broken…” 

Now why should Jesus think so much of the Scripture? For no other 

reason than this—that it is the Word of God. The Father, Himself, 
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declared through David in Psalm 38:2, “That he had magnified His 

word above all His Name.” 

Brothers and Sisters, we need no further testimony. The example of 

Jesus has settled the question for us. Therefore, let us abide by the old 

landmark, the Bible, wholly inspired and infallible, as the basis of our 

belief and the ground of our confidence. If we depart from this standard 

we imperil our salvation. 

In all our trying times through which we are passing, it speaks to us 

words that “increase our faith” and strengthen our hope and put a song 

in our mouth— “The Lord is my helper, and I go in my way in the 

strength of the Lord.” 

Do we realize our calling? A people separated unto God—a chosen 

generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people, that we 

should show forth the praises of God in the earth. 

Oh! What an honor! What a responsibility! Are we walking worthy 

of God? Or, is the Truth evil spoken of on our account? Let us all stand 

as one, true to our motto—the Bible True, wholly inspired and 

infallible. 

For, “to this man will I look,” saith the Lord, “Even to him that is 

poor and of a contrite spirit and trembleth at my word” (Isa. 66:2). 

Therefore let us keep the feast, “not with the old leaven of malice 

and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” 

For every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, we show forth, 

we publish, yea we proclaim, the Lord’s death till he comes. 

Let us go on to perfection. Do not let us stand still. We are the 

children of God. Therefore let us lay aside every weight and let us run 

with patience. 

Let us ask each other now how we are progressing in the Truth. Are 

we toddling when we ought to be walking? Are we prattling when we 

ought to be speaking, and are we learning when we ought to be 

teaching? 

Surely, Brothers and Sisters, these are questions that should stir us 

up in these evil days and make us realize that we must strive, yea, even 

agonize to enter into that rest for the people of God by vigorously 

cooperating for the faith of the Gospel. 

             —Bro. George A. Gibson 
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Signs Snippets 

No country or people will escape the natural disasters that will bring 

them to their knees..... 

Canadian seismologists are keeping a close eye on the earthquake 

that hit Mexico on Thursday night, looking for lessons that can be 

applied to British Columbia’s similar tectonic landscape. 

The magnitude 8.1 earthquake was the most powerful one recorded 

in Mexico in more than a century. It hit off the southern coast of the 

country, toppling buildings and killing dozens.  

Luke 21:25 “And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, 

and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; 

the sea and the waves roaring;” 

Luke 21:26 “Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking 

after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of 

heaven shall be shaken.” 

Luke 21:27 “And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a 

cloud with power and great glory.” 

Interesting it is Brethren and Sisters in the natural way of looking at 

these verses that we have just seen one of the biggest sun flares, an 

eclipse that covered the United States, a meteor shower, and a host of 

hurricanes and earthquakes that have the people in the world running in 

fear. Not to mention the political unrest in the entire earth.  

To those who hope in the Lord, take comfort knowing that our 

redemption draws nigh.                                            —Bro. Dan Jackson 

So President Trump, like those before him, have found getting out 

of Afghanistan too difficult. He said his instincts tell him to get out. 

But the circumstances are such that instead, he is going to become more 

involved. The complaints from some Republicans is that the 

commitment is open ended, with no limits on troops, armament, or 

time. As one commentator said, President Trump has committed the US 

to Afghanistan till the end of time. He is probably more accurate than 

he knows. 

“The other significant news that came out of the speech was the 

Trump administration’s intent to develop a better relationship with 

India. From the days of Indira Gandi and Richard Nixon, and their 

mutual hate for each other, the US relationship has been very poor. 

Trump’s comments were quite encouraging:  
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“Another critical part of the South Asia strategy for America is to 

further develop its strategic partnership with India, the world’s largest 

democracy and a key security and economic partner of the United 

States. We appreciate India’s important contributions to stability in 

Afghanistan, but India makes billions of dollars in trade with the 

United States, and we want them to help us more with Afghanistan, 

especially in the area of economic assistance and development. We are 

committed to pursuing our shared objectives for peace and security in 

South Asia and the broader Indo-Pacific region.” —Donald Trump 

                                                                             —Bro. Jim Phillips 

 

Meditations— Deity’s Ways No. 98 

“THE world is now more pleasing to God than in the days of the 

patriarchs,” so say some of our brethren. This opinion is not warranted 

by the facts of the case, and it is one, moreover, which is calculated to 

throw us off our guard in relation to the temptations and perils of these 

last days, and to blind our eyes to the unparalleled and appalling 

judgments which are soon to burst upon the nations on account of their 

much iniquity (Joel 3:13; Is. 26:21; Rev. 19:15). But why should it be 

thought that the world is better? Is God’s truth more loved? Is there 

greater faithfulness shown to His commandments? Brethren who are 

inclined to think that it has improved in either or both of these 

directions, should keep before them the “damnable heresies” of the 

present ecclesiastical systems, as detailed by Dr. Thomas in Eureka 

(Vol. iii., pp. 620–623), and then weigh the following unanswerable 

indictment from the pen of a newspaper writer: “For nearly 2,000 years 

an army of priests and their proselytes have been preaching peace on 

earth, goodwill towards men. And yet if we revert to the far-off days of 

Pagan Greece and Rome, we can find no grosser breaches of these 

benevolent, sublime, humane sentiments than obtain to-day.” “Turn 

which way we will, individually, socially, nationally, internationally, 

universally,” we find “deliberate, daring, devil-may-care disregard of 

all the cardinal principles of that higher life which should have been the 

fruit of a 2,000-year-old religion. Honour, honesty, charity, goodwill, 

where are these to be found? On the contrary, we find duplicity, sharp 

practice, selfishness, envy, hatred, malice, and all uncharitableness 

rampant; nor is any one nation better than another.” 

There will be no salvation for us, brethren, unless we know God 

(John 17:3). To know God in the sense required is to possess more than 

head knowledge. We may be able to repeat, without mistake, every 

Scripture which bears on the subject of God, and yet be lacking in the 

thing essential. What, then, is needed? Knowledge which shows itself 
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in the performance of God-appointed works—a practical, living 

knowledge. Upon this point John speaks decisively. “We know God,” 

says the apostle, “if we keep his commandments.” And again, “He that 

saith I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar.” Bible 

history bears out this teaching. “The Sons of Eli were sons of Belial; 

they knew not the Lord” (1 Sam. 2:12). Of disobedient Israel, God said, 

“My people are foolish, they have not known me” (Jer. 4:22); whilst He 

said of faithful Josiah, having in mind this king’s good acts, “Was not 

this to know me?” (Jer. 22:15, 16). Do you and I know God? Yes, if 

our acquaintance with the truth is sufficiently real and powerful to 

compel our obedience, not otherwise. 

“Follow me,” said Paul, and he said so repeatedly (1 Cor. 4:16; 2 

Thess. 3:9). The ways in which we are to follow him he tells us: 

“Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, 

and seen in me, do” (Phil. 4:9). To help the brethren to be faithful in 

this matter, Paul expressly commissioned a brother to publish abroad 

his words and works (1 Cor. 4:17). “Mark them,” said Paul also, 

“which walk so as ye have seen us for an example” (Phil. 3:17). 

Brethren, are we sufficiently alive to our duty? Do we study Paul’s life 

and teaching as set before us in the New Testament, as containing the 

sum total of our duty towards God and His truth? Is our perception as 

keen as it ought to be in our discernment of men who are like Paul? 

And do we, as his manifold counsels require, “mark” those men, and 

support them, encourage them, love them, pray for them, and confine 

our friendship to them? If not, our community will surely suffer. As our 

dying apostate dispensation advances to its death—as it increases in its 

unbelief, religious indifference, and perverse handling of the 

Scriptures—we shall do well to give more serious attention to Paul, our 

divinely-approved and appointed pattern, by familiarising ourselves 

with his unwavering faith, his untiring zeal, his preparedness to make 

sacrifices in any direction to further the work of Christ, and, above all, 

his conviction as to the divine character of the Scriptures, and his way 

of employing them. 

How defective would be our knowledge concerning the Creation, 

the Fall of Man, the Deluge, and other matters revealed by Moses, if we 

were shut up to the Monuments of Assyria and Babylonia for 

information. Similarly, how lamentably imperfect would be our 

conceptions of the Kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ if we 

had to depend for our enlightenment upon the semi-pagan theological 

works on sale in Paternoster Row. The monuments and the writings of 

the clergy are in more ways than one on a par. Both are bewildering 

and misleading, and in the case of each the word of divine inspiration is 
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needed to enable us to distinguish what is truth and what is error. They 

serve, however, an object, inasmuch as they confirm the Bible in its 

statements and predictions respecting the wickedness and apostacy of 

ancient and modern nations, and they show the strong unchangeable 

tendency of the human mind to corrupt and forsake the teaching of 

God. 

Professor Sayce, in a small work entitled “Monument Facts,” 

published not long since, gives some interesting information respecting 

the condition of the world in the days of Abraham and Moses. His 

remarks are founded on the readings of the clay tablets disinterred in 

Egypt, Babylonia, and other countries. The peoples in this far-off age, 

says Mr. Sayce, were anything but untutored and barbaric (as in the 

case of many rude and benighted savage tribes of later times), but were 

cultured and well-informed, and in close communication with each 

other. This is instructive as bearing on Bible history. It enables us to 

understand more fully much that is only hinted at in Genesis 

concerning political and other matters in these patriarchal times. Here 

are a few quotations from the professor’s work: “From one end of the 

civilised ancient world to the other, men and women were reading and 

writing, and corresponding with one another; schools abounded, and 

great libraries were formed”; “The Babylonia of the age of Abraham 

was a more highly educated country than the England of George III.”; 

“The age of Moses, and even the age of Abraham, was almost as 

literary an age as our own”; “Egypt, where the Israelites dwelt so long, 

and from which they fled, was a land of writing and literature, and the 

Canaan which they invaded was even more so.” 

How much depends on wise and faithful leadership. How apparent 

is this in the case of the ecclesia at Corinth. When Paul was in the midst 

of this ecclesia, guiding affairs, and setting a Christ-like example, it 

flourished, and was an influence for good in the brotherhood, but when 

he left, and his place was filled by unworthy leaders — worldly-minded 

brethren, tinged with pagan theology and human philosophy — the 

ecclesia fell at once into a state of all round apostasy. In less than six 

years from the date of the apostle’s departure this ecclesia had become, 

in miniature, like modern Christendom — split up into factions, loose 

in morals and astray in doctrine. “Ye are yet carnal,” “Ye are puffed 

up,” “I speak to your shame,” “I praise you not,” “Awake to 

righteousness and sin not,” are among the things penned in sadness by 

Paul to the members of this once thriving and useful meeting. Let all 

this be a lesson to us, brethren. Let us be very careful in our selection of 

leaders. Let the principles that govern our choice be not the mere 

admiration of fluency of speech, attractiveness of person, or genial 
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manners, but those set forth in Titus 1:7–9. If the truth is to prosper, our 

leaders must be well-grounded in the scriptures, and exemplary in 

character—men, who not only know the way of the Lord, but who 

themselves walk in it.                                  —Bro. A.T. Jannaway  1911 

Agape, or Spiritual love, transcends philia, or 

friendly love 

 Friendly love usually has an emotional element, and it may very 
well accompany Agape, being stimulated by the latter, as was the case 
with Jesus for his disciples. John, in particular, could refer to himself as 
"the disciple whom Jesus loved." This friendly love of Jesus for John 
was very likely to have derived primarily from John's personal aptitude 
for true, spiritual love. 

In like manner to the way in which Jesus loved his disciples, we, 
too, can develop both agape and philia for a brother or sister who has 
an evidently strong love for the Father, the Son, and their holy Word of 
truth. Here, then, is the essence of our exhortation, namely that we seek 
earnestly to develop a love for one another for the same reasons and on 
the same basis that produced Jesus' love for his disciples. Emotional 
attraction is too unstable a basis, and will never alone produce the 
desired result. Where the basis for our love is merely emotional, it can 
even overrule our devotion to God, and cause us to discount God's 
word by condoning behavior in the one loved—behavior that is 
contrary to God's will. The world is filled with broken hearts due to 
unfaithfulness and the collapse of emotional attraction. Jesus had to 
admonish his disciples by commanding them to love one another as he 
had loved them. On that very occasion, they were disputing with one 
another as to which of them was (or would be) the greatest. Emotions 
and passions are too fickle to produce greatness. History shows that 
they have, on the contrary, produced much of the strife and bloodshed 
in what have ironically been called "religious wars." There is no 
fickleness in the love manifested by the Father and the Son; their love 
is true, dependable, and richly rewarding. We on our part can, however, 
prove ourselves fickle when we adhere to and support our emotional 
prejudices, rather than adhering to the unchangeable will and word of 
the living God.                                                     Bro. Mike Jaisonowski 

Luke 2 and an apparent contradiction! 

It is argued by some that Luke’s account of the taxing in the days of 

Cyrenius (historically Quirinus) cannot be accurate, because Cyrenius 

does not become governor of Syria till 5-6 AD, and the taxing or 

census under Cyrenius took place in 7 AD.  
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The census or taxing referred to by Luke, must have taken place at a 

much earlier date, as Jesus was born in the reign of Herod the Great. 

Jesus had to be born prior to the death of King Herod, which was in 4 

BC, or 11 years previous to Josephus notice of the Roman Census. It 

was, after all, King Herod to whom the wise men of the East had 

appeared, and who, Joseph, the step father of Jesus was told in a dream, 

sought the death of Jesus. We read of this in Matthew 2: 

Mat 2:1-3 “Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in 

the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east 

to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we 

have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. When 

Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all 

Jerusalem with him.” 

And Herod then enquires of the Jews where the Messiah is to be 

born, and is told, in Bethlehem, where Matthew tells us Jesus was born. 

(Again reading from the word for word translations) 

Matt. 2:4-6 “And having gathered together all the chief priests and 

scribes of the people, he began inquiring from them where the Christ 

[or, the Messiah, and throughout book] would be born. So they said to 

him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it has been written through the 

prophet, And you, Bethlehem, [in the] land of Judah, you are by no 

means least among the leaders of Judah, for out of you will come forth 

a Ruling [One], who will shepherd [or, rule] My people Israel.” [Micah 

5:2]  

This was, of course, a direct quote from Micah 5:2. The Messiah 

was to be born in Bethlehem. Now Herod sends the Magi, or trained 

astrologers to Bethlehem, after finding out exactly when they had seen 

this star, and asks them to report back to him. 

Mat 2:7-8 “Then Herod, having called the learned astrologers 

privately, found out from them the exact time of the appearing [of the] 

star. And having sent them to Bethlehem, he said, Go and search 

carefully for the young Child, but whenever you find [Him], report back 

to me, in order that I also, having come, shall prostrate myself in 

reverence before Him.”  

But we learn that the purpose of Herod was not to worship the 

prophesied Messiah, but to kill him, to secure the kingdom for his own 

children. 

Matt. 2:13-15 “Now when they had departed, look!, an angel of 

[the] Lord appears in a dream to Joseph, saying, Arise, take the young 

Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and be there until I speak to 
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you, for Herod is about to be seeking the young Child to destroy Him. 

And having risen, he took the young Child and His mother by night and 

departed to Egypt, and he was there until the death of Herod, so that 

the [word] spoken by the Lord through the prophet should be fulfilled, 

saying, Out of Egypt I called My Son.” [Hosea 11:1]  

Now Herod ruled as King under Augustus Caesar for a lengthy 

period of time. He had become old, and in poor health, and knew he 

was going to die. He had taken great steps to secure the kingdom for his 

children, even taking the most unusual step of killing his oldest son, 

believing that after Herod’s death, he would not share the kingdom 

with his other sons, but would war against them. It was in this process 

of securing his kingdom we read of Herod’s attempt to destroy Jesus. 

Again from the word for word translation of Matthew 2: — 

Mat 2:16, “Then Herod, having seen that he was deceived by the 

learned astrologers, became extremely enraged; and having sent out 

[soldiers], he executed all the male children, the [ones] in Bethlehem 

and in all its borders, from two years old and under, according to the 

exact time that he found out from the learned astrologers.  

So this destruction of the children of Bethlehem was to be of 

children two years and younger, according to the exact time in which 

Herod had learned of the birth of the Messiah. So Jesus had been born 

at least two years prior to the death of Herod.  

Now the death of Herod is one of the most fixed dates we have in 

ancient history. It was fixed by two astrological events. It was on a 

Jewish fast day, and also on an eclipse of the Moon. There is so much 

recorded about Herod, because the Jews hated Herod. Herod was an 

Edomite, that is, a descendant of Esau. He was a testimony against the 

Jews of how wicked and disobedient they had become. For their law 

prophesied against them, that when they were disobedient, Esau would 

rule over them. Isaac in blessing Esau told him: 

Gen. 27:40, “And by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy 

brother; and it shall come to pass when thou shalt have the dominion, 

that thou shalt break his yoke from off thy neck.” 

So the presence of this Idumean or Edomite king was a testimony 

that Esau had dominion over Jacob, and had broken the yoke of Jacob 

from off his back; and that this had come to pass as a result of the 

disobedience of Israel. So being intensely hated by the Jews, in spite of 

rebuilding the splendor of their Temple, Herod felt great resentment 

toward the Jews. So much so, as he reached the point of death, Herod 

had imprisoned the noble men of Jerusalem, and ordered them killed at 

his death, so that there would be a morning for him in Jerusalem. 
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The eclipse of the moon was taken as a great sign by the population 

who were dreading the death of Herod, and this agitation over the 

eclipse among the people caused them to ask if Herod had in fact died, 

which they learned was true. And the younger Herod did not carry out 

his father’s wishes to execute the nobles, but consequently, the day is 

well recorded in history by Josephus. And while there are several 

eclipses of the moon for this period, there is only one which falls on a 

Jewish feast, which was on Purim, 4 BC. 

So clearly, Jesus was not born in the registration, census, or taxing 

of 7 AD, but at a much earlier date... Well, what of this apparent error 

then, in Luke chapter 2, that Quirenus, or Cyrenius was governor prior 

to Herod’s death in 4 BC, when history is quite clear that he became 

legate of Syria in 6 AD?  

Cyrenius was a very powerful man. He was politically powerful, 

having been made counsel in 12 BC by Augustus, as recorded in “The 

Deeds of Augustus.” Only two men per year received this appointment. 

In an existing historical account celebrating his death, Tiberius 

mentioned Cyrenius as having obtained the victory over a people called 

the Homonadensian. The Homonadensian were a warlike people who 

lived on the northwest border of Syria.  

Around 25 BC, the Homonadensians killed the King of Galatia, 

Amyntas. Augustus was the king’s heir, and as such, he was obligated 

to avenge the death of Amyntas. Augustus then built Antioch in 

Galatia, as a fortress against further Homonadensian invasions. 

Following the mysterious death of Drusus Germanicus in 9 BC, (who 

was Augustus first choice to succeed him as emperor) Cyrenius was 

appointed chief magistrate of Antioch. Cyrenius appointed another to 

govern for him, while he warred against the Homonadesians, till they 

were defeated in 4-3 BC, but he was the legal ruler of Syria. 

So of things we know for sure, there was a census ordered in 7 BC, 

which would have been 14 years before the one in 7 AD, and as we 

pointed out earlier, the census was to be taken every fourteen years. We 

know for sure that Cyrenius was a very powerful soldier and politician 

in the area of Syria at that time. He was not acting as the governor or 

legate at that time, but certainly was in position to be a ruler over Syria 

for any particular purpose, and considering the distrust that Augustus 

Caesar had developed for King Herod, it is likely that Augustus would 

have appointed the loyal Cyrenius to carry out the registration rather 

than trust the conniving Herod. 

Does the fact that he was not the governor discount Luke’s account? 

Actually, the Greek word for Governor, which is “legatus,” is never 
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used in the Bible. The word most commonly used is “hegemon” which 

means “ruler.” But the word used by Luke is “hegemoneuo” which 

means “to act as ruler” giving a basis for Cyrenius not being actually 

the governor, but acting as the governor for a specific purpose, that 

being, the census in a potentially hostile situation, a hostile situation 

created by the ongoing distrust between Herod and Augustus. 

So like all Scripture, it is true and inspired by God, and there is no 

contradiction. Man’s history, partially explained, may blur details, but a 

more complete understanding always clarifies the matter.  

                                                                               —Bro. Jim Phillips 

 

The Mystery of Godliness - 4 

“I WILL BE WHO I WILL BE” 
“He that hath seen me hath seen the Father”—John 14:9 
“I am in the Father, and the Father in me”—John 14:10 

“God was manifest in the flesh”—1 Timothy 3:16 
“I and my Father are one”—John 10:30 

BY BROTHER JOHN THOMAS 

In 1877 (as at most other times) there were crotchets afloat concerning 
Christ and the manifestation of God in and through him. Some were 
endeavouring to use Bro. Thomas’ writings to support the “mere man” 
theory then current. Others-missing the beauty of the true doctrine he 
expounded of the Mystery of Godliness, “God manifest in the flesh,” by 
not following him carefully and closely — were accusing him of 
confounding Christ with God along Trinitarian lines. A brother therefore 
assembled the following extracts from Bro. Thomas’ writings, to give a 
balanced picture. We are not concerned with the crotchets, but there is 
great value in meditating on these divine  things. Our mind can never be 
other than its natural state—a useless shrivelled bag of rubbish destined 
to death like all the rest of the animal world—unless we meditate long and 
lovingly on the revealed spiritual things of the Word. This alone can 
expand the mind from its natural cramped smallness, and cause us to be 
lifted from the perishing animal state up to the enduring spiritual state. 
“This is life eternal, that they may KNOW Thee.”     —Bro. G.V.Growcott 

PART FOUR 

“Great is the Mystery of Godliness”—1 Timothy 3:16 

“BEFORE ABRAHAM WAS I AM” 

JACOB was the wall of Israel, and his sons his 12 gates, in the 
beginnings of things. Jesus and the Apostles emerged from Jacob 
through these gates, being descended from Jacob in their line. But, saith 
the Spirit in Jesus— 

 “Before Abraham was, I am” (John 2:58). 
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He was the ‘Root’ of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and David; and when 

He came to be manifested in Jesus, in this combination of flesh and 

spirit, he was the ‘Offspring’ of those patriarchs. While, therefore, 

Jacob was a wall enclosing the whole future nation in his loins, the 

‘Root and Offspring of David’—Rev.5:5; 22:16 (and therefore of 

Jacob) is the Jasper Wall, great and high—Rev. 21:12,18 ‘in whom’ is 

contained all the ‘Israel of Deity.’                                  –Eureka 11:303  

“THE ALPHA & THE OMEGA” and “THE AMEN” 

THE Son of Man, then, whom John of Patmos beheld in vision, was 

the Michael of Dan.l2: 1, the—  

“Alpha (or Eternal Spirit) and the Omega (Jesus and the saints), the 

Beginning and the Ending, the ONE YAHWEH, Who is, and Who was, 

and Who is coming, the Almighty” (Rev. 1:8).      —Phanerosis 124  

* * * 

“I am the First and the Last, and the Living One; and I was dead, 

and behold, I am living for the Aions of the Aions; Amen”—Rev. 1:17-

18.  

THE Apocalypse being a revelation of the mystery hidden in the 

prophetic writings, it is to be presumed that it would certainly not omit 

to exhibit that cardinal element thereof styled by Paul “the mystery of 

godliness” which he says is “great”—1 Tim.3: 16. We find it therefore 

introduced to the attention of the reader in such terms and phrases as— 

 “God”  

 “Jesus Christ”  

 “He Who is, and Who was, and Who is coming”  

 “The Seven Spirits which is before His throne”  

 “The Father of Jesus Christ”  

 “The Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and Ending, the Lord, 

Who is, and Who was, and Who is coming, the  Almighty”  

 “I am the First and the Last, and the Living One; and was 

dead, and behold I am living for the Aions of the Aions”  

These are very remarkable, and apart from revelation, very 

mysterious and impenetrable sayings. There is One Who speaks of 

Himself as ‘I’ ; and He saith of this ‘I’ that He was ‘the First,’ ‘the 

Alpha,’ ‘the Beginning,’ ‘the Lord the Almighty.’  



345—Berean 2017 

 

This is intelligible enough, and we readily comprehend that the 
Deity, the Self-Existing, and First Cause of all things, is meant. We 
also recognize in the terms the epithets bestowed by the Deity on 
Himself in the prophets, and with a claim to them as His exclusively.  

But when we come to read the Apocalypse, we find the same terms 
applied to one who said— 

“l am the First, who was dead” (2:8). 

This would very naturally suggest the enquiries—  

“Did the Deity, Who is the Creator and Upholder of the universe, 
ever die? And while He was dead, how was that universe sustained? 
And, seeing that death is an utter destitution of all power, how was life 
restored to the dead Creator of all things?” 

These are questions which obtrude themselves upon the thoughtful 
in view of these apocalyptic sayings. Apart from revelation, they are 
unanswerable, for— 

“The world by wisdom knows not the Deity” (1 Cor. 1:21). 

—and none by searching can find Him out . . .  

There is then a mystery in the premises which, as the apostle saith, 
‘without controversy is great’—1 Tim.3: 16. By ‘mystery’ is meant a 
secret—a secret which the Deity only could reveal. He has made it 
known, yet the revealed secret continues to be styled a mystery in 
reference to what it was originally. Paul terms it ‘the Mystery of 
Godliness.’ In particularizing it, he shows that by ‘Godliness’ he means 
a visible manifestation of Deity, testified and believed by men. In 
specifying it, he saith of the Mystery that it consisted, when revealed, 
of—  

“Deity manifested in flesh, perfected in spirit, seen of messengers, 
preached unto the nations, believed on in the world, received up in 
glory” (1 Tim. 3:16).  

Here is Deity set forth by implication in 2 states—Deity before 
manifestation, and Deity in manifestation. Does the fact of 
manifestation transform Deity into that which is not Deity? Certainly 
not. Or, is not Deity in manifestation as much Deity as before He made 
Himself visible? Certainly He is. The nature of the medium thru which 
the manifestation is made does not change the nature of that which is 
manifested. Deity is Deity though He manifest His wisdom and power 
through mortal flesh. The mortality of the flesh does not necessitate nor 
imply the mortality of the Deity.  
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Nevertheless, Deity becoming flesh and constituting a manifested 
individual—if that individual die and be raised again to life and Deity 
again enter into combination with the resurrected body so as to 
transform it into substance like the divine essence (in other words, to 
make that spirit which was before flesh, and so exalt it to the Father)—
Deity may say, with the strictest propriety— 

“I am the First Who was dead.” —and yet, abstractly from the 
medium of manifestation, did never die.                          —Eureka 1:87 

* * * 

“These things saith the First and the Last, Who was dead, and 
lived” (Rev. 2:8). 

Jesus, when anointed with holy spirit and power, after resurrection, 
is styled by Paul— 

“The Lord the Spirit. . . The Last Adam made into a Life-imparting 
Spirit” (2 Cor.3:18; 1 Cor. 15:45). 

For, as Jesus said when in the flesh—  

“That which has been begotten out of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3:6). 

Upon this principle the Spirit says, “I was dead.” That element of 
the Spirit-speaker who had become spirit, died; therefore the become-
Spirit could say, “I was dead/’ Thus, the “First” was dead, and lived by 
resurrection. And when all the Saints shall have been begotten out of 
the same Spirit, and so also have become spirit, the Spirit-speaker will 
have a still larger element of the once-dead and lived, constituting him 
who spake to John in Patmos, the “Last,” or the “Last Ones,” according 
to Isaiah 41:4.             —Eureka 1:221  

“I was dead, and behold I am living for the Aions of the Aions, 
Amen” (Rev. 1:18). 

‘Amen’ is from the Hebrew ahmain, ‘faithfulness.’ The Eternal 
Spirit, both absolute and incarnate, is ‘the Amen.’ In the letter to 
Laodicea the Spirit speaks—Rev 3: 22 , and in speaking, says—  

“These things saith THE AMEN” (v. 14). 

And in this first chapter the Amen says, “ I was dead.” But the Spirit 
never died. Therefore here it must be understood of the Logos speaking 
from a Body, personal and corporate, with whom He has united in a 
resurrection thereof from the dead. All the elements of this Body are 
faithful and true witnesses, and believers of—  

“The promises of Deity (which) in Christ are Yea, and in him Amen, 
unto the glory of the Deity by us”  (2 Cor. 1:20).  
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The Son of Man, being constituted of firm believers of the 
Promises, is styled ‘the Amen,’ the Faithful One. Hence all his 
constituents are Elohai Amen—Isa. 65: 16, Mighty Ones of 
Faithfulness, being all of that principle, Faith, without which— 

“It is impossible to please the Deity” (Heb. 11:6).   

                                                              —Eureka 1:187 

* * * 

AS the brain in the head has property in the body, and calls it his; so 
the Logos in Jesus has property in him and his brethren, and styles 
them ‘members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones’; so that 
they all become one flesh; “which is a great mystery,” says Paul—  

“... but I speak concerning the Anointed One and the Ecclesia” 
(Eph. 5:22-32). 

When this great mystery shall be consummated in the resurrection 
and the subsequent anointing of the One Body, then “the Omega,” “the 
Ending,” and “the Who is coming” will be manifested. The whole 
multitude will be “DEITY MANIFESTED IN FLESH”—glorified 
flesh, which is Holy Spirit, the ‘divine nature’ at present common to 
Jesus and the angels; and then participated in by all the Saints—all of 
which is the development of the principle affirmed by him to 
Nicodemus—  

“That which has been born of the Spirit is Spirit” (John 3:6). 

Here, then, is a ‘multitude which no man can number,’ every 
individual of which is Holy Spirit Flesh, glorified substance, ‘equal to 
the angels: the ONE YAHWEH and the ONE NAME. When they all 
attain to this Omega state, there will be nothing lacking: the ‘Ending’ 
will be manifest.             —Eureka 1:152  

 

THE SON OF MAN ON THE CROSS AND IN DEATH 

BETWEEN the 2 living manifestations was interposed the dead-
state. In this state the Cherubic Flesh was deserted by the effluence of 
the Eternal Substance. The effluent spirit forsook Jesus when he 
exclaimed upon the cross— 

“My AIL, my AIL, why hast Thou forsaken me?” 

The effluent power by which he had taught and worked was 
withdrawn from him for some time before he died. The Spirit no longer 
rested upon the Cherub, yet that Cherub continued to live as other men. 
In process of time he expired. He was now, like the Cherubic Veil of 
the Temple , ‘rent in twain’ It was no longer affirmable that ‘I and the 



                                                                                                      Berean 2017—348 

 

Father are one,’ but that ‘I and the Father are twain,’ for the Father was 
no longer in him, nor he in the Father. In the tomb of Joseph of 
Arimathea, the body was in the condition predicted in Psa. 38:2-11: 

“Yahweh’s arrows stuck fast in it, and His hand pressed it sore. 
There was no soundness in the flesh; its  wounds stank; and its loins 
were filled with a loathsome disease; feeble and sore broken, his lovers 
and friends stood aloof from his stroke, which had consumed him, and 
laid him low in a horrible pit.”  

This was the death state of the Cherub. Will any one affirm that the 
dead body was the Father? That it had lived in the world before the 
world was? That it was the Creator of all things? Nay, it was the flesh 
only in which sin was condemned; and had it been left there, it would 
have crumbled into unprofitable dust—Psa. 30: 9.  

But, in the wisdom of the Eternal Substance, this could not be 
permitted. This flesh must be born again, and its ears must be opened—
Psa. 40: 6; Heb. 10: 5. The Eternal sent forth His spirit, and “healed his 
soul” of that “evil disease” which his enemies said (Ps. 41: 4, 8)—  

“… cleaved fast unto him, that lying down he should rise up no 
more.” 

But the Eternal Power defeated their machinations, and proved them 
to be liars; for He turned the body into Spirit, and made it ONE IN 
NATURE with Himself-the Spirit-Son of the Eternal Spirit.  

                                                                         —Phanerosis 86 

* * * 

“MESSIAH the Prince” or High Priest was “cut off” or covenanted, 
as the Spirit had revealed to Daniel 9: 25-26. But before he died, he 
cried with a loud voice, in the words of Psa. 22:1, saying—  

“Aili, Aili (My Strength, my Strength), why hast Thou forsaken 
me?” 

Before he had uttered this exclamation, the Holy Spirit, which had 
descended upon him from the Habitation of Light and Power, in the 
form of a dove, and rested upon him from the time of his immersion in 
the Jordan, had been withdrawn. The Father-Spirit had evacuated the 
son of David’s daughter, who is styled in the Songs of Zion, ‘the 
Handmaid of Yahweh’—Psa. 116: 16. The Son was, therefore, left 
without strength or power, and consequently without God. Still he was 
suspended to the tree a living man; a man crucified through 
weakness—2 Cor. 13:4; and dying of his own volition in obedience to 
God . . .  
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But things were only to remain thus for a short space. The man 
Jesus, who had left behind him a character which the Father-Spirit 
acknowledged as His Own, had been too excellent and admirable a 
person to be abandoned to the power of the enemy. The corpse rested, 
waiting to become the basis, or hypostasis, of a new revelation—a new, 
or further, revelation of Spirit.  

The Father-Spirit had been manifesting Himself for 3½ years, 
terminating at the crucifixion, in word and deed; teaching great truths, 
and working mighty wonders and signs which Omnipotence alone 
could operate. This was Spirit-revelation through Mary’s Son—”Power 
manifested in flesh.”                 –Eureka 1:13  

* * * 

HE “rose and revived” on the 3rd day—Rom. 14: 9. He not only 
rose on the 3rd day, but he revived on the same day. Rising is one thing, 
reviving is another; and 2 different words are used by the apostle to 
express the different ideas. The Father Who is spirit had forsaken Jesus 
on the cross, and left him to die there. Having become a corpse and 
been laid in a tomb, that corpse was like all other corpses, utterly 
without intelligence and power, for— “The dead know not anything” 
(Eccl. 9: 5,10). 

And— “The Lord (YAHWEH) is not the Deity (AIL, or Power) of 
dead, but of living ones, for they all live by Him”  (Luke 20:38).  

When this corpse, named Jesus, opened its eyes, stood upon its feet, 
and came forth from the tomb—it ‘rose.’ At this point of time it was 
neither Lord nor Christ. The Father, Who had forsaken him and left 
him to die, had not yet returned to him; for if He had returned to the 
corpse while in the tomb in causing it to stand and walk, that risen body 
after coming forth would not have said—  

“I have not yet ascended to my Father” (John 20:17). 

This was equivalent to saying—  

“I am an earthy, or natural body, just come forth from the unclean 
place; and have not yet been ‘made perfect,1 ‘justified by the spirit,1 or 
‘made a quickening spirit.’  

“The Father hath not yet clothed me with my ‘house which is from 
heaven,’ so that which constitutes me earthy and mortal is not yet 
‘swallowed up of life.’  

“Therefore ‘Touch me not’ until I have been ‘constituted Son of 
Deity in power, through spirit of holiness, out of a resurrection of dead 
ones.  
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“I am now simply Jesus born of the tomb, ‘of the earth earthy’; but 
when my earthiness of body is instantaneously ‘swallowed up of life’ I 
shall be spirit. I shall be of equal and identical substance with the 
Father, and by this anointing, I shall become ‘Christ’ or the Anointed 
One, and ‘the Lord from heaven’.”   (Rom. 1:4; 1 Cor. 15:4 7).  

This anointing with spirit and power was the revival in a greater 
degree of the former relations subsisting between the Father and the 
Son. He had been— 

“Anointed with holy spirit and power” (Acts 10:38). 

—after he had been born of water. This did not change his body into 
spirit. It only invested the body born of unclean flesh (or “made of a 
woman”) with the wisdom and power of the Father in heaven, Who 
discoursed and Worked through it—John 5:19, 30; 6: 38, 63; 8: 42; 
10:30; 14:10, 28.  

But when the body was anointed again with holy spirit and power, 
or ‘spirit of holiness’ after it was born of the second unclean place, the 
tomb, it was not only endued and imbued with wisdom and power as 
before, but it was itself transformed into an embodiment of eternal 
power in which there is no weakness, corruption, or principle of death 
at all.  

It was then ‘revived,’ anezese, as well as ‘risen again,’ aneste. It 
became ‘the body of his glory’—Phil. 3: 21; ‘raised in glory’ from the 
earthy body which is ‘without honour’—1 Cor. 15:43; and, 40 days 
after, ‘taken up in glory— 1 Tim.3 :l6.  

Such was the model, or ‘Heavenly Man,’ whose image—
intellectual, moral and material—all must bear who may become the 
future constituents of the Perfect Man who comes on the world as a 
thief.                                                                           —Eureka 111:587  

* * * 

PAUL styles Jesus (‘made Lord and Christ’—Acts 2:36) the ‘Last 
Adam’; and says that as the saints have borne the image of the first 
Adam, so shall they bear the image of the Last—1 Cor. 15:45-49. They 
shall be in nature like what he is now. but, in a moral sense they are 
required to be now like to what he was while on earth—  

“Learning obedience by the things which he suffered” (Heb.5:8). 

This tuition developed the moral image of Deity, as the creative 
energy of the Spirit did the material image after his resurrection. It is 
divinely ‘predestined,’ therefore (and the predestination is a necessity 
that cannot be dispensed with), that all who shall inherit salvation in the 
Kingdom of the Deity shall be—  

“. . . conformed to the image of His Son, that he might be the 
Firstborn (or Chief) among many brethren” (Rom. 8:29). 

—Eureka 11:146  
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JESUS ANOINTED CAME IN THE FLESH 

IN John’s day there existed ‘many antichrists’ who denied that Jesus 
Anointed came in ‘the flesh’—2 John 7. They affirmed that he came in 
another sort of flesh than that which is common to all men—in a holier 
nature that was immaculate, or pure and undefiled.  

This dogma, of course, rendered null and void the teaching of the 
Word which declares the condemnation of sin in the flesh, in the 
bearing in his own body the sins of believers to the tree, when nailed 
thereon by the predetermination of Deity.  

This, says John, was that of the Antichrist that should come. It was a 
dogma that had many advocates so early as apostolic times. Its teachers 
repudiated the fellowship of the apostles, and—  

“Went out from them because they were not of them” (1 John 2:19). 

In denying the true nature of Jesus, they preached ‘another Jesus’ 
and in so doing denied that the Jesus whom Paul preached was the 
Christ. And in denying this, they denied that the Father was manifested 
in common human flesh; and therefore denied the Father and the Son, 
for (1 John 2:23,22; 2 John 7-9)—  

“Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father . . . He is 
the antichrist (saith John) that denieth the Father and the Son . . . This 
is the Deceiver and the Antichrist . . . He that abideth not in the 
doctrine of Christ hath not God.”  

—of the true teachings of God-manifestation he is wholly and 
necessarily ignorant.                                     —Eureka 11:76  

 

BELIEVING ON THE CHRIST 

JUSTIFICATION unto life and glory in the Kingdom of God is 
predicated upon three things—  

 1. Upon believing the testimony concerning Jesus Christ.  

 2. Upon receiving the doctrine of the Eternal Spirit he delivered 
to the world.  

 3. Upon one so believing, yielding an assured and affectionate 
obedience to the precepts he enjoins.  

“Thou hast [said Peter to him] the words of eternal life; and we 
believe and are sure that thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” 
(John 6:68).  
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In this, Peter connects the words and the personality of Jesus as the 

subject-matter of faith. This is to “believe on Jesus”—to accept him 

according to his claims; and to receive his words as reported by them 

whom he commissioned to preach them. And (John 6:29)—  

“This is the work (ordained) of God, that ye believe into him whom 

He hath apostolized, or sent forth.” 

“As my Father hath taught me,” continues Jesus—  

“. . . I speak these things . . . If ye continue in my word, ye are my 

disciples indeed; and ye shall know the  truth which I have heard of 

God, and THE TRUTH shall make you free” (John 8:28, 31, 32, 40).  

Hear also what he said on another occasion in regard to this 

matter—  “He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on Him 

that sent me.” 

—which is equivalent to saying—  

“He believes the doctrine I am sent to teach—doctrine which 

originates not from me as Son of Mary; but from  the Eternal 

Spirit Who sent me and, by His effluence, dwells in me, speaking 

through me and working by me.”  

Therefore he said— 

“If any man hear my words, and believe not (those words), I (the 

son of Mary) judge him not” (John 12:47). 

Who shall judge him then? God, certainly—and because God’s 

doctrine is not believed. For, says Jesus—  

“He that rejecteth me, AND receiveth not my words, hath that which 

judgeth him. THE WORD WHICH I SPEAK, that shall judge him in the 

last day. For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father Who sent me.”  

“He gave me a commandment what I should make known, and what 

I should treat of” (vs. 48-49).  

Nothing can be plainer, more intelligible, or emphatic, than this. We 

may confess that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God . . . but we must 

not only believe this: we must also intelligently believe the doctrine 

which that Son was sent to teach the Jews.         —Phanerosis 78  

 [This is a five part exposition on the “Mystery of Godliness” from different 

works by Bro. Thomas recorded in the Bereans for Feb-June 1977] 
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Hints For Bible Markers 

The Psalms 

Psalm 7:11 

God judgeth the righteous, and God is angry with the wicked every 
day. 

In this verse, it is evident from the context that “with the 
wicked,” which is italicized (denoting it was added by the translators 
for clarification) in the KJV, is a correct addition, for as we see verse 
12 continues with “if he turn not,” that is, if the wicked turn not. We 
should always remember that while it is a first principle that Yahweh is 
a God of love and peace (2 Corinthians 13:11), it is also a first principle 
that God is a consuming fire (Hebrews 12:29, Romans 12:19). When 
reading the bible we can clearly see that ANGER describes an attribute 
of His character, as well as LOVE. 

Psalm 7:12 – 16 

“If he turn not, he will whet his sword; he hath bent his bow, and 
made it ready. (13) He hath also prepared for him the instruments of 

death; he ordaineth his arrows against the persecutors. (14) Behold, he 
travaileth with iniquity, and hath conceived mischief, and brought forth 
falsehood. (15) He made a pit, and digged it, and is fallen into the ditch 
which he made. (16) His mischief shall return upon his own head, and 

his violent dealing shall come down upon his own pate.” 

We realize that David was persecuted, and cruel and unjust 
enemies sought to destroy him. He was also a man of faith and 
maintained his trust and confidence in God, “My defense is of God.” So 
it is easy to see David in this Psalm. However, this Psalm is primarily a 
Psalm of Christ, who was despised and rejected, a man of sorrows. We 
can see from these verses God has prepared vengeance for those who 
have despised his son. There are places in Scripture such as verses 15 
and 16 of this Psalm, that show how God will deal with those wicked 
persons. Another example is Psalm 9:16, “The LORD is known by the 
judgment which he executeth: the wicked is snared in the work of 
his own hands.” We see a fitting example when we turned to the book 
of Esther 7:10, “So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had 

prepared for Mordecai. Then was the king’s wrath pacified.” Is it not 
just and proper that “He made a pit, and digged it, and is fallen into the 
ditch which he made. His mischief shall return upon his own head, and 
his violent dealing shall come down upon his own pate.” Those who 
wanted the death of Christ shall return to the dust and be no more, 
while he lives on in honor and glory! 

Continued next month should the Lord will                                 bro. Beryl Snyder 


