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Osborne at Steve.sharontn@gmail.com 

RICHARD FRATERNAL GATHERING......June 28–July 1, 2019  

sis. Linda Jones, PO Box 48 Richard, SK, Canada S0M 2P0,  

gljon@yourlink.ca 1-306-441-2248 or 1-306-246-4628 

HYE TEXAS FRATERNAL GATHERING……..July 21-28 2019 

Lord willing, the 2019 Hye gathering will be July 21-28. We will be 

studying Galatians in the first study class, and 1, 2, & 3 John in the 

second. Contact info is bro. Mark Braune, 209 Ranger Dr., Buda 

TX, 78610 512-577-1119, markbraune@gmail.com 

Africa News 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ. 

We are thankful for the privilege to visit Malawi to see Bro. Victor 

Magwira for baptism.  It has resulted in five ecclesias in the southern part 

of this country. 

We had a workshop on How to Serve in the Ecclesia and a Study on the 

books of Daniel and Revelation. 

For the last two days, we have been visiting Nachuma area for First 

Principle Class as we have a number of people desiring to know more 

about our position. We have a date with them again next week. 

Bro Bob Bent is with me after bro John Simiyu left for work in Kenya 

two days ago. 

We rejoice to announce the marriage in the Lord of our daughter, Sis. 

LEAH NABWILE WEKATI is of Kimukung'i ecclesia, Bungoma, 

Kenya although she had relocated to Nairobi to study and work. 

With her younger sister, Sis. Noreen, they have been breaking Bread 

from their rental house in southern part of the city. 

We wish her well on her move to join brother Terry Readman in Canada 

by marriage. 

mailto:markbraune@gmail.com
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We also rejoice at the marriage in the Lord of sis. BEVELYN MARTIN 

TEMBO to Bro. Bob Bent. She was in Central before joining the Berean 

Christadelphians. 

  

She had belonged to Lusaka Ecclesia.  

 

Since she is working in Zambia, she might be in isolation for a little 

while as Bro. Bob Bent returns to the Dallas Ecclesia.  

 

Meanwhile, she is attached to Chikanda Berean Christadelphian Ecclesia, 

Malawi. 

 

Your Bro. In Christ, Epa Wakati 

 

Editorial 

There is but One God! 
 

Christadelphians believe that there is only one God.  This is the clear, 

unmistakable, and unadulterated testimony of Scriptures.  Jesus testified 

to us that this was the greatest commandment of all. 

Mark 12:29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the 

commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: 

And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 

thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the 

first commandment. 

 

Jesus was quoting the Law of Moses which stated: 

Deut. 6:4-5 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: And 

thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all 

thy soul, and with all thy might. 

 

We reject the notion that God must be, or even can be understood as a 

Triune entity of three gods, all co-equal and co-existent.  This is a logical 

impossibility.  We reject the idea that the nature of the Godhead is a 

divine mystery, and therefore unexplainable.  Indeed, the teaching of 

Jesus himself is that we must know God, to obtain eternal life, a thing 

impossible if He can only be defined as a “mystery.”  Just prior to his 

crucifixion he told us: 

John 17:3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the 

only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.  

 

Therefore, the Christadelphian Statement of Faith reads: 
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I.--That the only true God is He who was revealed to 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, by angelic visitation and vision, 

and to Moses at the flaming bush (unconsumed) and at 

Sinai, and who manifested Himself in the Lord Jesus 

Christ, as the supreme self-existent Deity, the ONE 

FATHER, dwelling in unapproachable light, yet 

everywhere present by His Spirit, which is a unity with 

His person in heaven. He hath, out of His own 

underived energy, created heaven and earth, and all 

that in them is.  
 

God revealed Himself to Abraham in three principle ways.  He was 

the Creator/Possessor of the heavens and the earth.  He is the 

Shield for the well-being of the earth, and particularly of those who 

strive to follow Him.  And finally, He is the Reward of those who 

serve Him in wisdom and in truth, with all their heart. 

 

From the very beginning of creation, God had a plan by which He 

would call a group of individuals who recognized the God of 

Abraham and His righteousness, embraced it, and then strove to 

mimic it.  He called these out of the countless millions of people 

who would be born on earth. It was God's intention from the start 

of creation to be manifested (exhibited) in a multitude of chosen 

men and women who would recognize the correctness of His 

principles, and live their lives in harmony with them. In order for 

this to happen, He created a plan whereby He would  exhibit 

Himself to mankind, first through His divine teachings, and then 

ultimately through his only begotten son, Jesus the Christ; that 

those who desired to be among the faithful could learn His plan 

and His character, to model their own lives after His example.  

And this plan would leave the others who rejected His principles 

without excuse.   

 

While the Scriptures from the beginning exhibit the righteous 

character of God, the ultimate exhibition of God's created plan 

came as He revealed His character through His son Jesus, a 

specially and divinely prepared man who by his life and death, 

would deliver His people from sin and death: their reward for 

living in harmony with God's plan. 
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In saying this, we do not wish to be understood as putting limits on 

how God revealed Himself to the ancients.  We simply do not 

know.  We have little doubt that God did reveal himself in ways 

which are now hidden from our view, to the righteous of old such 

as Enoch, Noah, Abraham before his calling while in the city of 

Ur, and even the in the law Moses taught to Israel while he judged 

them, prior to him receiving the Mosaic Law at Sinai.  But starting 

in Genesis, Moses has revealed to us God, as He was revealed to 

Abraham, in recounting Abraham’s appearance before 

Melchizedek, who was the Priest of the Most High God (El Elyon) 

and the King of Salem, no doubt the city which became Jerusalem. 

 

There Melchizedek declared to us Abraham’s God: 

Gen 14:19  And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram 

of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth:  

 

The word translated “possessor” in that verse, is a word translators 

struggle with.  Half of them, including the Septuagint, choose 

“creator,” and half choose “possessor.”  The Hebrew word is 

“qanah” and its primary meaning is “to erect, that is, to create.”  

But it also carries the meaning of ownership, so that the one who 

created, also owns or possesses that which he has created.  This is 

a case where the translators have felt obligated to choose one 

English word, when that one word simply does not fulfill the full 

import of the Hebrew term “qanah.”  The God revealed to 

Abraham by Melchizedek is both the infinitely powerful creator 

and absolute possessor of heaven and earth.  The translators would 

have been wise to choose both words to convey this thought. 

 

Immediately after his visit to pay tithes to Melchizedek where the 

power and glory and majesty of God was explicitly revealed to 

Abraham following his great victory over the four kings of 

Assyria, God further revealed Himself directly to Abraham. 

Gen 15:1  After these things the word of the LORD came unto 

Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, 

and thy exceeding great reward.  

 

In so saying, God gives us great reasons why we should worship 

Him.  Not only is He our creator, and not only does He possess us 

and all things; but He is our protector in this life, as well as the 
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One who offers us the same exceeding great reward He offered to 

Abraham. 

 

God’s Revelation of Himself. 
By John Thomas (from Phanerosis) 

 

We now purpose to set forth some of the things extant pertaining to 

the subject itself. But, in turning to the Bible, which we regard as 

the only reliable source of information concerning God, we are met 

by the inquiry of Zophar, the Naamathite, saying,  

“Wilt thou find out ‘Eloahh’ by searching? Or to perfection, wilt 

thou find out ‘Shaddai’? The height of the heavens, what wilt thou 

do? Deeper than sheol, what wilt thou know? The lengthening out is 

more than earth’s measure, and broader than the sea” (Job 11:7–9).  

 

The subject is indeed great, for God is great; and when we come to 

contemplate it aright, we are led with the apostle to exclaim:  

“O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 

God! How unsearchable His judgments, and His ways past finding 

out! For who knows the mind of the Lord? Or who becomes His 

counsellor? Or who hath first given to Him, and it shall be 

recompensed to Him again? For out of Him, (ex autou) and through 

Him, and for Him are all things. To Him be the glory for the Aions. 

Amen” (Rom. 11:33–36). 

 

To Zophar we reply, that “by searching” through the height of the 

heavens, or the depth of the unfathomed abyss, we cannot find out 

Eloahh Shaddai.  

“That known of God is made manifest among men; for God makes 

manifest to them: (for His invisible things from the creation of the 

world being understood by the works, are discerned, both His ever-

existing (aidios) power and deity) that they may be inexcusable” 

(Rom. 1:19).  

 

But to discern this by a contemplation of the heavens, earth and sea, is 

not to “find Him out to perfection.” They proclaim an “EVER-

EXISTING POWER” and that this power is superior to “corruptible 

man,” and, therefore “incorruptible (Theos), incorruptible power; or, as 

we say, “God.” But while they proclaim this, they do not reveal the mode 

of His existence, the place of His throne, His mode of thinking, His 

character, purpose, and so forth. The wisest of men, who have 

speculated upon these apart from a written revelation, have only become 
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vain in their imaginations; and, though professing to be wise, become 

fools. They have thought to define the Deity; and in so doing, have 

imagined that He was such an one as themselves. But all their 

speculations have been stamped with the seal of His reprobation; for both 

Old and New Testaments testify that “the world by wisdom knew Him 

not” (Ps. 14:1, 2; Rom. 3:11).   

  

The Deity delights in stimulating the intellect of His creatures. In 

revealing Himself, therefore, to them, He manifests Himself 

mysteriously. “It is the glory of Elohim,” says Solomon, “to conceal a 

word, but it is the glory of kings to search out the word.”  

 

A word is concealed when it is enigmatically expressed; and it is the 

glory of those whom God has chosen for His kings in the future 

government of the world, to search out the wisdom He hath hidden from 

the wise in their own conceit. Paul says: 

“The world by wisdom knew not God but we speak the wisdom of 

God in a mystery, ‘the hidden’ which none of the chiefs of this Aion 

knew; for had they known they would not have crucified the Lord of 

glory” (1 Cor. 1:21; 2:7, 8). 

 

Paul was sent to turn the Gentiles to the knowledge of the true and living 

Deity, and in so doing taught them the mystery which it was the glory of 

the apostolic proclamation to explain or reveal. Hence their preaching 

came to be styled, “the Revelation of the Mystery,” and is thus alluded to 

by Paul (who taught “the gospel which God had promised through His 

prophets in the Holy Scriptures”) in Rom. 16:25— 

“To him that is of power, to establish you according to my gospel 

and the preaching of Jesus anointed; according to the revelation of 

mystery concealed during Aionian times (chronois aionios) but now 

made manifest also through the prophetic writings according to the 

commandment of the God of the Aion (tou aioniou Theou) for 

obedience of faith made known to all the nations: to God only wise, 

through Jesus anointed, to him be the glory for the Aions. Amen.” 

 

This mystery, which as we see, was the burden of the apostolic 

preaching, was a great enigma—an enigma, dramatically, as well as 

doctrinally, explained. “Without controversy,” says Paul, “great is the 

mystery of godliness—‘Deity manifested in flesh’ justified by spirit, 

made visible to messengers, preached among nations, believed on in the 

world, received again to glory”(1 Tim. 3:16). 

It would be premature to go into the consideration of these six points of 

godliness. It is sufficient just now to bear in mind that they exist; and 
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constitute integral parts of “God-manifestation” as far as at present 

developed. 

 

The Greatness of God our Creator 
 

As bro. Thomas pointed out in the above article, the heavens declare the 

glory of a God infinitely superior to mere man.  But it is the Scriptures 

itself which reveal to us who God is, and by knowing this, we learn why 

we worship Him.  

 

Shortly after the Central/Suffolk Street Reunion in the late 1950s, a 

speaker from Britain came to the Central Idyllwild Bible School, and in a 

class he led, referred to the BASF as “that dirty little book which we all 

need.”  He called it “dirty” because of the conflict and division that the 

various points in the BASF had created.  But in saying that it is 

“needed,” he acknowledged that defining these points was in fact, 

necessary.  Sadly he went on to suggest that the BASF had errors in it, 

and for proof of this, he referenced the Foundation Statement (see Jan. 

2019 Berean) which says “the Bible… is the only source of knowledge 

concerning God and His purposes at present extant or available in the 

earth.”  He then pointed out that the Psalmist says that the “heavens 

declare the glory of God,” his intent being to set the BASF against the 

Psalmist, and he claimed that he could go on from there [that is, with the 

errors in the BASF.]  Such was the darkness in the adversaries’ 

assemblies, shortly after the 1952 division from the Bereans.  But as bro. 

Thomas points out, the heavens do show that a greater power than man 

can fully grasp, is coordinating all the affairs of heaven and earth.  But to 

come to understand who God is, and what His purpose for man and the 

earth is, can only come from the Bible. 

   

First, and perhaps most importantly, God is our creator.  Apart from 

Him, neither we, nor anything else would exist.  Apart from Him, we 

would not even be a spark of an idea, let alone an individual with loves, 

goals, and accomplishments, limited as they might be.  We learn of the 

great creative power of God in our lives from the beginning of the Bible, 

Gen 2:7  And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, 

and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a 

living soul.  

 
This was on the sixth day of His creation.  In this we learn of our sole 

dependence upon God for our very existence, and we begin to learn of 

His plan for us, and for the earth.  Bro. Thomas sets this idea out 

wonderfully, in the following article. 
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In the Berean last month (Feb., 2019) we saw how the inspiration of the 

Scriptures is challenged by those who teach that the world evolved, by 

chance, rather than was created by a loving God with a plan to establish 

righteousness in the earth.  But consider what an affront this foolish 

teaching must be to God, who lays such import on the fact that He is the 

Creator. 

 

Failure to recognize God as the Creator of all things, was among the root 

reasons for the destruction of Idolatry.  The apostle Paul, in explaining 

the foolishness of Idolatry complains: 

Rom. 1:22-25  Professing themselves to be wise, they became 

fools,  And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an 

image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted 

beasts, and creeping things.  Wherefore God also gave them up to 

uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their 

own bodies between themselves:   Who changed the truth of God 

into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the 

Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.  

 

Does this not sound identical to Evolution Theorists, who rob God of the 

beauty of His creation, imagining that the creatures all evolved by 

chance, rather than by His wonderful design?  The wisest man Solomon, 

giving counsel to his son, also warned Him to keep God our creator in 

mind, especially in his youth: 

Ecc. 12:1  Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 

while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou 

shalt say, I have no pleasure in them;  

 

And the prophet Isaiah, in explaining to fallen Israel the significance of 

returning to God to avoid their destruction, which ultimately came at the 

hands of the Assyrians and Babylonians, emphasizes God our Creator. 

Isa. 40:26-29  Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath 

created these things, that bringeth out their host by number: he 

calleth them all by names by the greatness of his might, for that he 

is strong in power; not one faileth.  Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and 

speakest, O Israel, My way is hid from the LORD, and my judgment 

is passed over from my God?   Hast thou not known? hast thou not 

heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends 

of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of 

his understanding. He giveth power to the faint; and to them that 

have no might he increaseth strength.  
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And again: 

Isa. 43:15  I am the LORD, your Holy One, the creator of Israel, 

your King.  

 

And Peter warned us of our responsibility to God, calling to mind the 

future inevitability of our judgement: 

1Pet. 4:17-19  For the time is come that judgment must begin at the 

house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of 

them that obey not the gospel of God?   And if the righteous 

scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner 

appear? Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God 

commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a 

faithful Creator.  

 

Even a man, when he creates something, expects it to perform according 

to its intended purpose for which it was made.  If it doesn’t, he discards 

it.  If it does, he treasures it, takes care of it, and safely keeps it close by.  

How much more does our Creator deserve and should expect His 

creation to perform in harmony with His intended purpose? 

 

The sole purpose of man is God’s manifestation. 

 

 

GOD'S DESIGN IN THE CREATION 
OF THE WORLD 

By John Thomas 
 

A WISE master Builder never begins to build without a design. This he 

drafts after a scale of so much to the foot. This is the extension, or time, 

so to speak, of the building to be erected.  Having well considered the 

whole, he concludes, that it is the best possible plan that can be devised 

in harmony with the principles of architecture. It then becomes, his 

purpose, his foreordination, predetermination, or design. All subsequent 

arrangements are made to conform to this recorded purpose, because it is 

the very best his most deliberate wisdom and ingenuity could devise. 

 

The next thing he does is to collect together all the necessary materials, 

whether of brick, stone, lime, sand, wood, or aught else that may be 

needed. If a spectator desired to know what all these crude matters were 

heaped up together in one place for -- the Architect would reveal to him 

his purpose by submitting the draft of his plan in all its lines, circles, 

angles, etc.; and he would describe to him such an arrangement of the 
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materials as would impress the spectator's mind with an image of the 

edifice, though it would fall infinitely short of the reality when perfected. 

 

If we suppose the mansion to be now finished, the Architect would then 

order the materials which were left, as unfit to work into the building, 

and therefore worthless -- such as broken bricks, split boards, sand, and 

so forth, to be cast out as rubbish to be trodden under foot, or to burn. 

Thus the edifice is built out of the accumulated materials, according to 

the outline of the draft, or purpose of the Builder; and the work is done. 

 

Now, the Great Builder of the Heavens and the Earth is God. He either 

made all things at random, or He did not. Who will say that the Creator 

permitted chance to elaborate the terrestrial system? The Scripture 

declares that everything was measured, meted out, and weighed, and that 

the Spirit of the Lord executed His work without any to counsel or 

instruct Him. As it is written,  

Isa. 40:12-14  "Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his 

hand, and meted out heaven with a span, and comprehended the dust 

of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, and 

the hills in a balance? Who hath directed the spirit of the Lord, or 

being his counsellor hath taught him? With whom took he counsel, 

and who instructed him, and taught him in the path of judgment, and 

taught him knowledge, and showed to him the way of 

understanding?"  

 

God then, had in His own mind a pattern, or design, of all the work that 

was before Him, before He uttered a word or His spirit began to move. 

This design, or archetype, which placed the beginning and the end of all 

things before Him in one panoramic view, was constructed in harmony 

with the principles -- the eternal principles of His unbounded realm; 

which coincide with the immutable attributes of His character. The work 

He was about to execute was for His own pleasure; for, says the 

Scripture:  

Rev. 4:11 "Thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they 

are, and were created".  

 

But when the work is finished, which for His own pleasure God labours 

to elaborate, what will it consist in? This inquiry we make as spectators 

of the wonders of creation, providence, and redemption. We behold the 

materials of these departments of Eternal Wisdom, and we ask to what 

are they all tending? What temple, or edifice, is the Divine Architect 

raising for His own pleasure or glory? If we turn our thoughts within us, 

there is no voice there which unfolds the philosophy of His doings; if we 

soar into the heavens, or descend into the sea; if we search through the 
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high places of the earth -- we find no answer; for "Who hath known the 

mind of the Lord, who hath been his counsellor, or who hath instructed 

him?" No; if we would ascertain what God designs to elaborate out of the 

past, the present and the future, we must be content to assume the 

attitude of listeners, that He may reveal to us from His own lips what He 

intends to evolve in the consummation of His plans. 

 

God has caused a Book to be written for our information upon His 

design-His ultimate purpose in the works of creation, providence, and 

redemption; which are the three grand divisions of His labour, and are all 

tending to the development of one great and glorious consummation. 

This book is termed THE BIBLE. 

 

If we take up a book, how would we proceed to ascertain the end the 

author had in writing his book? We should read it through carefully, and 

thus having made ourselves acquainted with its contents we should be 

prepared to answer the question intelligently and accurately. Why do we 

not do so with the Bible? God is the Author; Moses, the Prophets, and 

the Apostles are but the amanuenses of the whole. If then the question be 

put, what end had God in view in the six days' work of the creation; in 

His subsequent providential arrangements in relation to man and nations; 

and in the propitiatory sacrifice of the Lamb of God; we proceed in the 

same way with the Bible in which He tells His own story, and answer 

accordingly to the light we have acquired. 

 

Now the Book of God is peculiar in this -- it narrates the past, the 

present, and the future all in one volume. We learn from the accuracy of 

its details in relation to the past and the present, to put unbounded 

confidence in its declarations concerning the future. In ascertaining, 

therefore, the ultimate design of Eternal Wisdom in the creation of all 

things, we turn to the end of the Bible to see what God has said shall be 

as the consummation of what has gone before; for what He has said shall 

be the permanent order of creation, must be the end He originally 

designed before ever the foundations of the earth were laid. 

 

Turn we then, to the last two chapters of the Book of God. What do we 

learn from these? We learn that there is to be a great physical and moral 

renovation of the earth; that every curse is to cease from off the earth; 

and that it is to be peopled with men who will be deathless, and free from 

all evil; that they will then all be the sons of God, a community of 

glorious, honourable, and incorruptible beings, who will constitute the 

dwelling place of the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb, the glory of 

whose presence will give a brilliancy to the globe surpassing the 

splendour of the sun. The globe a glorious dwelling place, and its 
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inhabitants an immortal and glorious people, with the presence of the 

Eternal Himself -- is the sum of the consummation which God reveals as 

the answer to the question concerning His ultimate design. The following 

testimonies will prove it. 

 

Col. 1:12 “The inheritance of the saints in light"  

 

1 Pet. 1:4 “An inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 

fadeth not away, reserved in heaven"   

 

Rev. 21:1-7 “I saw a new heaven and a new earth ... and there was 

no more sea. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down 

from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her 

husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven, saying, Behold, 

the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and 

they shall be his people, and he himself will be with them, their 

God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there 

shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 

there be any more pain: for the former things (or "Heaven and 

Earth" in which they existed) are passed away. And he that sat upon 

the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, 

Write: for these words are true and faithful. And he said unto me, It 

is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will 

give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of water of life freely. 

He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, 

and he shall be my son."   

 

Rev. 22:3 "And there shall be no more curse."  

 

Now the creating of all things new implies that the constitution of things 

that preceded the New Creation was an old system, which had answered 

the end for which it was arranged in the first instance. This old system, 

termed by John "the former Heaven and the former Earth", is manifestly 

the system of the World, based upon the six days' creation; for the former 

things", which had passed away in the vision, were the sea, death, 

sorrow, sin, the curse and all their correlatives. This Old Creation with its 

constitution of time, then, is but a grand system of means to a still 

grander and inconceivably more magnificent Creation, which will be of 

an unchangeable and eternal constitution. The old Mosaic Heavens and 

Earth are to the New Creation, as the accumulated materials of a building 

are to the edifice about to be built: and hold the same relation to the New 

Heavens, as the animal system does to the spiritual. We repeat, then, that 

the creation of the Six Days, which we have termed Mosaic, because 

Moses records their generations, was not the end but the beginning, when 
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God commenced the execution of His purpose which He had arranged; 

the ultimatum of which was, to elaborate by truth and judgment as His 

instrumentality, a world of intelligent beings, who should become the 

glorious and immortal population of the globe under an immutable and 

eternal constitution of things. 

 

We come now to a very interesting, and indeed, immensely important 

inquiry, namely, upon what principle, or principles, did God propose to 

carry out this ultimate design in relation to the peopling of the Spiritual 

or Eternal World? Was it upon a purely intellectual, or purely moral, or 

purely physical principle, or was it upon all these three conjoined? For 

example, He peopled the present animal world by creating a human pair, 

and placing them under the natural, or physical laws; will He people the 

spiritual world by physical generation and physical regeneration, or upon 

some other principle revealed in His word? To these questions we shall 

endeavour to reply. 

 

As the doings of the Almighty are all for His own glory, we would ask 

this question: Would it have been to the glory of God, if He had made 

man a mere machine? -- had He made inexorable necessity the law of 

His nature, which he must yield to, as the tides to the moon, or the earth 

to the sun? Who will affirm it? The principle laid down in the Scripture 

is, that man honours God in obeying His laws; but this honour consists, 

not in a mechanical obedience, such as matter yields to the natural laws, 

but in a voluntary obedience, while the individual possesses the power 

not to obey, if he thinks best. There is no honour, or glory to God, in the 

fall of a stone to the centre of the earth; the stone obeys the law of 

gravitation involuntarily: the obedience of man would have been similar 

had God created and placed him under a physical law, which should have 

necessitated his motions, as gravitation doth of the stone. 

 

Does a man feel honoured, or glorified, by the forced obedience of a 

slave? Certainly not; and for the simple reason, that it is involuntary, or 

compulsory. But let a man, by his excellencies, command the willing 

service of free men -- of men who can do their own will and pleasure, yet 

voluntarily obey him, and if he required it, are prepared to sacrifice their 

lives, fortunes, and estates, and all for the love they bear him; would not 

such a man esteem himself honoured and glorified to the highest degree 

by such signal conformity to his will? Unquestionably! and such is the 

honour and glory which God requires of men. Had He designed a mere 

physical obedience, He would have secured His purpose effectually by at 

once filling the earth with a population of immortal adults, so 

intellectually organized as to be incapable of a will adverse to His own -- 
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who should have obeyed Him as the piston rod and wheels do the steam 

by which they are moved ... 

 

The following testimonies will show the principle upon which God 

designs to people the Spiritual World.  

Rev. 21:6-7 “I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the 

water of life freely; and he that overcometh shall inherit all things"; 

 

Rev. 22:14 “Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they 

may have right to the Tree of Life, and that they may enter through 

the gates into the city."  

 

Rev. 2:7 “To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the Tree of 

Life which is in the midst of the Paradise, of God";  

 

Rev. 2:11 “He shall not be hurt by the second death";   

 

Rev. 2:26-27 “To him that overcometh, and keepeth my works to 

the end, I will give power over all nations: and he shall rule them 

with a rod of iron";  

 

Gen. 4:7 “If thou doest well, 0 Cain, shalt thou not be accepted?"  

 

John 20:31 "These things are written that ye may believe, and that 

believing ye may have life through his name" -- not a miracle;  

 

John 1:12-13"As many as received him, to them gave he the power 

to become sons of God, to them that believe on his name; which 

were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 

man, but were born of God "  

 

Mark 16:16 "He that believes the gospel and is baptized shall be 

saved;  

 

Rom. 2:5-7 "God will render to every man according to his deeds; to 

them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory, 

honour, immortality -- eternal life";  

 

--But of testimonies there is no end. The law of the Lord is perfect and 

without a single exception.  There are no "perhapses", or "maybes"; it is 

not "yea and nay, but amen -- so let it be -- in Christ Jesus". The only 

way to the Spiritual World is in the path of obedience to the law of God. 
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Now from these testimonies it is plain that to attain the rank of sons of 

God in the Eternal World -- where indeed all are sons without exception 

-- human beings without respect to age, sex or condition, must believe 

and obey the truth; for "without faith it is impossible to please God"; 

(Heb. 11:6) it does not except infants, idiots, and pagans; but it declares 

the principle without qualification. If faith then be required, it is manifest 

that God designed to move men by motive, not by necessity-- but by 

intellectual and moral considerations. 

 

Behold, then, the conclusion of the matter. There are two Systems, or 

Worlds, in the purpose of God; the one, the Animal, the other, the 

Spiritual. Out of the animal, as the aggregate of buildings materials, God 

designs to elaborate the Spiritual World, as a new palace in His empire. 

This new dwelling place for the Divine Majesty is to consist of a sealess 

and luminous globe, and peopled with myriads of glorious, honourable, 

and incorruptible men, of equal rank and station with the angelic host. 

The means by which He proposed to consummate this magnificent 

conception were, first by His creative energy; secondly by His 

providential arrangements; thirdly, by the moral force of truth, argued 

and attested; and lastly, by judgment, and recreative energy in the 

destruction of the wicked and formation of the New Earth. 

 

The principle upon which animal men might attain to the Angelic Order 

in the Spiritual World of which we speak, He has laid down as a 

voluntary obedience to His law under the several constitutions He has 

arranged. Hence, He created man "free to stand and free to fall" -- 

capable of doing, or not doing, as he preferred; but responsible for the 

consequences to the extent of the knowledge imparted to him. It is true, 

God could have ordered things otherwise, and have prevented much 

present suffering; but He did not, and the best reason that can be given is, 

that it was not His pleasure. 

 

GOD EVERYWHERE 
By Robert Roberts 

 
“Weary, faint and sore”; this is the natural result of our conflict with the 

evil of the present state. It comes upon us all because of weakness. With 

the physical strength of the incorruptible nature, conflict would not be so 

painful, it might even be exhilarating. With the actual nature we have, 

the labour is difficult, the fight is hard.  
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We need the renewal of strength that comes with the renewal of 

acquaintance with the great things of God. We get this renewal of 

acquaintance in the collective participation of the bread and wine in 

which the Lord has asked us to unite in remembrance of him. It is of the 

first importance that we look at these things as they are in themselves, 

rather than as they may seem to the dim and limited eye of man. It is not 

looking at these things as they are in themselves to think of mere 

“doctrines,” as we call formulated points of truth. That man is mortal, 

that Christ died for sin, that the Kingdom is coming, is but the outer 

vesture of truth that roots in God.  

 

Our particular vocation as men and women called to be saints is to grow 

in that knowledge and love of God which is the first principle of all 

spiritual life. We must more and more aim to look from the point of view 

supplied in the Bible, because in the end this will turn out the only true 

and permanent point of view.  

 

That point of view is God. Human things do not lead us here. The Bible 

never leads us anywhere else. It might be compared to a great wheel of 

which every part of the circumference leads by a straight line to the 

centre. If it gives us creation, it shows us God as the pre-existing Creator. 

If it shows us Israel marching out of Egypt, it is that God who brings 

them out may be visible. If it detail the system of law and worship, 

promulgated in their midst by Moses, it is God we see in every 

enactment, even as we see Him represented in the tabernacle of the 

congregation in the midst of the assembly. If we look at Israel’s history, 

it is God obeyed if they are prosperous, and God set aside and angered if 

the tide of adversity sweeps in. If it is Christ we look at, who but God in 

him who said, 

John 12:45 “He that seeth me, seeth Him who sent me.” 

 

If the apostolic labours strike attention, it is as that of men who say- 

2 Cor. 5:20 “Be ye reconciled to God.” 

 

Even the misery of man upon the earth tells us of God, for it is the work 

of Him who hath subjected them to vanity because of disobedience and 

neglect.  If we cast our eye forward to the promised age of glory, it is the 

“tabernacle of God with men” and the glory of God filling the earth that 

banishes grief and tears. It is God wherever we look in the Bible.  

 

In this respect the Bible differs from all other books; and where it works 

effectually, it produces men different from all other men in producing 

men who have the fear of God before their eyes and His love in their 

hearts all the day long. This is the standard to which the Gospel invites 
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us. To the Bible’s type and model we must conform if we are to become 

incorporate at last in the House of Yahweh that is to be established in the 

whole earth. Men of any other type would neither be fit for, nor at home 

in, the state of things that is to prevail upon the earth in that happy day.  

In that state of things, the glory of God will be the first sentiment and the 

highest pleasure and the rallying point of all occupations, “even as it is in 

heaven,” and even as it was with David, the man after God’s own heart, 

whose Spirit-inspired Psalms give us the right cue in this matter.  

 

These Psalms are far from being the mere homilies and moral 

dissertations that are associated in the popular mind with religious 

writings. The spirit of morality, so called in the world’s talk, and the 

spirit of these Psalms, are two totally different spirits. Popular morality is 

a poor and colourless thing. It amounts to no more than a tolerable 

decency in our behaviour towards man.  

 

Godly men behave well towards man, but this is only an ingredient in 

their godliness. Their godliness consists mainly of their own state of 

mind towards God. Him they fear, love and worship as the first attitude 

of their mental being. He is the sun of their heavens. David is their type 

in this respect. He was a man after God’s own heart, grievously though 

he erred in the matter of Uriah’s wife. His Psalms give us the right 

guidance. They furnish a true test. The merely natural man finds nothing 

in them to his liking. They have no charm. He wonders what people see 

in their simple phraseology. They are sweetness itself to the childlike 

men with whom the fear of Yahweh is the beginning of wisdom. 

 

Let us refresh ourselves in the Psalms. Let us measure ourselves and 

correct ourselves by them. Let us examine ourselves in their light as 

those who are seeking to walk as children of the light. How full they are 

of God. The very first verse strikes the chord three times. 

Psa. 135:1 “Praise ye Yahweh: praise ye the name of Yahweh: 

praise Him, O ye servants of Yahweh.” 

 

To those who are out of harmony with the theme, this enthusiastic 

repetition will appear in the light of mere rhapsody. It is far from being 

so. It is the exaltation of reason in its highest discernments. The reason is 

stated in the Psalm. Not only is it that “Yahweh is good” but  

Psa 135:6 “whatsoever Yahweh pleased, that did He in heaven and 

on earth, and in the seas and all deep places.”  

 

Realise this. What can man do in heaven and earth? He can make a great 

racket with gun-powder or dynamite in the ears of his fellowman when it 

suits him in business or battle, and it seems a mighty affair for the 
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moment, but, on the broad bosom of the earth, what is it? Go up in a 

balloon but a couple of miles, and you learn the puny nature of man’s 

utmost effort in the awful silence of space. His greatest deeds are more 

insignificant in their effects on the great globe than the depredations of 

the invisible mite on the cheese. But Yahweh can do what He pleases not 

only on earth but through the vast realms of heaven. How is this? The 

answer is given: 

Psa. 136:5 “Yahweh made the heavens.” 

Psa. 148:3- 6“Praise ye Him, sun and moon, praise Him all ye stars 

of light. Praise Him ye heaven of heavens, for He commanded and 

they were created. He hath also established them for ever and ever. 

He hath made a decree which shall not pass.  

Psa. 147:4-5   He telleth the number of the stars: He calleth them all 

by their names. Great is Yahweh and of great power.” 

“Great and terrible,” indeed, as Daniel said in his memorable prayer; 

terrible in the vastness of His being, terrible in the might of His power; 

terrible in the fulness of His presence which fills and embraces all space, 

so that in Him all live and move and have their being. Yet terrible again 

in the majesty of His concentrated presence, from which in the highest 

heaven the darting rays of His radiant Spirit penetrate to the utmost 

bounds of immensity. 

Psa 104:1-2, 5“O Yahweh my God, Thou art very great. Thou art 

clothed with honour and majesty. Who coverest Thyself with light as 

with a garment, who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain . . . 

who laid the foundations of the earth that it should not be removed 

for ever.” 

Who can compare with Him?  Then to think that “Yahweh is good” and 

that “His mercy endureth for ever,” is not the contemplation of His 

power and His everlasting days in this alliance with beneficence the fit 

inspirer of rapturous admiration and praise? 

Psa. 103:10-11 “He hath not dealt with us after our sins nor 

rewarded us according to our iniquities: for as the heaven is high 

above the earth so great is His mercy towards them that fear Him.” 

If these things are true, does it not follow that “it is a good and a 

pleasant thing” to give thanks and to sing praises to His name? Will 

anyone dare to suggest that these things are not true? Is it not a matter of 

necessity that the formative energy at the centre from which the cleverly-

constructed system of the universe has been evolved should concentrate 
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in itself all the attributes of wisdom and goodness that we see in the 

evolved system? 

Psa. 94:9 “He that hath planted the ear, shall He not hear? He that 

hath formed the eye, shall He not see?” 

Brethren, it must be so, and the Bible, and all that is connected with the 

history of Israel and the establishment of Christ’s name in the earth, is 

evidence that it is so. It is not an open--a debatable question. The 

scientific speculations of the age have banished God from the public 

mind and the public talk of the land, still more from that which is private. 

The science is all right, but the speculations are wrong when they would 

exclude an adequate cause from the sublime phenomena, great and small, 

that we see.  

The scientific record, as the noting of God’s clever workmanship, is 

valuable enough, but the scientific inference that because God has so 

excellently constructed things as to make it unnecessary for Him to be 

always interfering, therefore He is not there, is quite too far down on the 

“Topsy” level of common sense. Modern wisdom has come to this: “I 

‘specs they growed.” The words of Paul are still applicable to the wise of 

this world: 

Rom. 1:22 “Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools.” 

Let us open our eyes and hearts to the great and terrible God that made 

heaven and earth. He is the all-sufficient explanation of all things and the 

full supply for all our needs. He is a fountain of unfailing comfort in the 

midst of the evil now temporarily brooding upon the earth; a Rock of 

Strength in the morass of human futility and weakness through which we 

have meanwhile to thread our way; a Spring of unquenchable hope for 

the endless vistas of time that stretch before us in futurity. He is our 

Father in Christ, as well as our Creator in Adam. He is the Light of our 

lowly life as well as the Hope of immortality for the days to come. He is 

the Guide of our mortal footsteps as well as the Controller of the mighty 

movements that take place in the spangled heavens overhead. Shall we 

not praise and magnify His name-not only with the song of our lips but 

the obedience of our lives? 

The Psalm says: 

Psa. 135:15 “The idols of the heathen are silver and gold, the work 

of men’s hands.” 

This suggests something. Our God is not silver or gold. He is more real 

than silver and gold, for silver and gold are but the concretion of His 

invisible Spirit. Spirit is more real than all created things. It is natural 
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folly to compare the cause of all things with anything caused. As Paul 

said to the men of Athens- 

Acts 17:29 “Forasmuch as we are the offspring of God, we ought 

not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold or silver or stone, 

graven by art and man’s device.” 

All substance of that kind is secondary. It depends upon the will of the 

first substance out of which all things have come, namely, Spirit, which 

is God. As Jesus said: 

John 4:24“God is Spirit.” 

Job 26:13“By His Spirit, He hath garnished the heavens.” 

This Spirit becomes His Word when set in formative motion by His will. 

John 1:1, 3 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. And by Him all things were made, and 

without Him was not anything made that was made.” 

But are we to conclude that God, the invisible Spirit, is nowhere to be 

seen more palpably manifest than in this room, say, at this moment? The 

Spirit of God is here, but the glory of God that shone around about the 

frightened shepherds on the plains of Bethlehem and blazed in dazzling 

brilliance from the tabernacle of the congregation-that is not here. Is God 

only an invisible Presence, nowhere to be seen more directly than here? 

This would be a great and blighting mistake. It is excluded for ever by 

the case of Christ, who was the Word made flesh. See him when 

glorified, as by Paul near Damascus, “a light above the brightness of the 

sun.” How then of the Father? Greater glory still. 

1 Tim. 6:16 “He dwelleth in the light that no man can approach.” 

Suppose we were to draw near to that effulgent glory, what should we 

see? Constituted as we are, we could, of course, neither approach, nor see 

if we approached; but suppose we were able to approach like the highest 

angels of his power, of whom Gabriel is one, what form should we see as 

the kernel of the glory?  

In pictures where the divine glory is the subject of representation, the 

form seen in the heart is a combination of Hebrew letters. We may be 

quite sure it is not this that we should see. The glowing kernel of Eternal 

Glory must have form; for everything that is an entitative something has 

form. It would be a form expressive of the highest wisdom, for, 

ramifying all through creation, we find the strictest correspondence 

between form and quality. There are endless forms. Which of them all 

could express intelligence? No geometrical form has this quality. The 
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circle, the square, and the triangle are absolutely void of expression, so 

with all their combinations. What form among plants or minerals could 

express the divine attributes? We instinctively answer, Not one.  

 

There is only one form under the sun that comes near the aspect of divine 

intelligence, and that only in a few cases. It is the form affirmed in the 

Scriptures to be the divine form-the form of man, who is “made after the 

similitude of God,” even the Father (James 3:9). This is the “form of the 

sons of God” (Dan. 3:25) and the form of the angels, who are also 

spoken of as “the sons of God” (Job 38:7). Their designation as sons 

would point to a Father-form, even He who “dwells in light,” and where 

lies the seat of that will power which through the Spirit has created all 

things, and from which the commandment “comes forth” to the angels 

for the execution of various purposes as in the case of Dan. 9:23.  

 

Here is the living God of Israel, the Creator of heaven and earth. With 

this in view, we can join in David’s words with fulness of meaning: 

“To Thee lift I up mine eyes, O Thou that dwellest in the heavens,” and 

in the prayer that the Lord taught his disciples. “Our Father who art in 

heaven.” 

 

We seem to need a conception of this sort to obtain a proper objective for 

our prayers. It does not interfere with the sense of God’s presence when 

we remember that there is no distance to Spirit, and that we are in an 

immediate touch with the Father at the furthest bounds of the universe as 

we could be near His glorious person. The marvels of electrical 

communication have enabled us to receive this. 

 

This revelation of a personal Father gives also great point to David’s 

contrast of Him with the idols of the heathen. He is the living God, 

whereas they have no life. He can do as He pleases in heaven and earth; 

they have done and can do nothing. They are destitute of any power, 

whereas Yahweh made the heavens. 

Psa. 135:16-17“They have mouths but they speak not, eyes have 

they but they see not. They have ears but they hear not, neither is 

there any breath in their mouths.” 

 

The God of Israel is a contrast to them in all these particulars. It has 

staggered some that the Bible should attribute eyes and ears to God. It 

need not. The feeling of surprise arises from the tacit assumption that 

Eternal Power must be formless. This assumption is without foundation 

in reason. We cannot know what form Eternal Power ought to have. It 

may be anything so far as any necessity known to us is concerned. We 

have but to enquire what it is.  
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The Bible revelation on the subject is full when all parts of it are put 

together; and it is beautiful. It is in perfect harmony with our mental 

constitution and the constitution of the universe. If the idea of His form 

brought with it the idea of His being what we are in detail-stomach, 

lungs, blood, muscles, etc., then, indeed, the idea would be repugnant 

and unreceivable. He is not “an image made like to corruptible man.” 

He is the Spirit-form at the centre of the Spirit universal: Spirit 

corporealised; Spirit condensed; the glorious substantial nucleus of the 

eternal unity of eternal power, having a form which He has reproduced in 

myriads of sons throughout His universe. The earth will be peopled with 

a race of such by and by. Meanwhile she is travailing in birth, in much 

pain and much groaning. 

Rom. 8:22 “The whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain 

together until now.” 

Deliverance is at the door; and when it comes the sorrowing earth will no 

more remember her sorrow, for joy of the children born into the world-

first born of water, as we have been: and then born of the Spirit as we 

hope to be in that happy day when sorrow and mourning shall flee away. 
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God: Our Shield and Defender 
 

In the Sixty-second and Sixty-third Psalm, we see David, the man after 

God’s own heart, rejoicing in the security he had, knowing God was his 

rock of Defense.  This is one of the most important aspects of God, and 

among the principle reasons why our worship of Him is the loving, 

logical thing for us, His creation, to do.  It was one of the principle 

characteristics which God said of Himself, when blessing Abraham. 

Gen. 15:1 After these things the word of the LORD came unto 

Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy 

exceeding great reward.  

 

“I am thy Shield,” is what God proclaimed to Abraham, shortly after 

Abraham’s tremendous victory over Assyria’s earliest attempt to 

dominate the world.  And Abraham was well aware of just how true this 

was.  For you see, four kings from the world’s richest and most fertile 

area, that is, from the Euphrates River valley, had advanced against five 

kings who had been living on, and accumulating great wealth, on the 

equally fertile plains of the Jordan.  We have the testimony of the 

Scriptures concerning just how fertile the land of the Jordanian Plain had 

been.  This, in fact, was Lot’s reason for choosing that land, when he 

separated from his uncle, Abraham. 

Gen. 13:10  And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of 

Jordan, that it was well watered every where, before the LORD 

destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the garden of the LORD, 

like the land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar.  

 

These four kings from the north had descended upon the plains of 

Jordan, and had conquered the land, further empowering themselves with 

the spoil of these five cities, and they also carried away Lot.  Taking only 

the three hundred and eighteen men born in his own house, Abraham 

chased the successful northern invaders, found them, and conquered 

them.  And he recognized the hand of God in such a miraculous victory, 

and therefore went immediately to Melchizedek, the priest of the most 

high God, to pay his tithes, in thanksgiving to God for his great victory.   

 

Melchizedek met him with bread and wine, typical of the marriage 

supper of the lamb which will take place shortly after Jesus’ great victory 

over the antitypical Assyrian King, and further brought to the mind of 

Abraham, God’s role in his victory. 

Gen. 14:18-20 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread 

and wine: and he was the priest of the most high God. And he 

blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, 
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possessor of heaven and earth:  And blessed be the most high God, 

which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him 

tithes of all. 

 

This same deliverance by our great Shield, God Almighty, is what we see 

David celebrating in this Psalm.   

Psa. 62:1-2 Truly my soul waiteth upon God: from him cometh my 

salvation. He only is my rock and my salvation; he is my defence; I 

shall not be greatly moved.  

 

David himself was well acquainted with the fact that he had been 

delivered many times by God, from his youth.  He rehearsed this fact to 

King Saul, in putting himself forward to fight Goliath, the Philistine.  

When King Saul had told him he could not fight this experienced 

warrior, David told him: 

1Sam. 17:34-37 And David said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his 

father's sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb 

out of the flock: And I went out after him, and smote him, and 

delivered it out of his mouth: and when he arose against me, I 

caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him. Thy servant 

slew both the lion and the bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine 

shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies of the 

living God. David said moreover, The LORD that delivered me out 

of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver 

me out of the hand of this Philistine. And Saul said unto David, Go, 

and the LORD be with thee.  

 

There is an article in an early Christadelphian, documenting David’s 

reliance on God our Shield.  The brother there listed David’s celebration 

of God in 2 Sam. 22.  The many aspects of the Divine goodness which 

lead him to rejoice were arranged in this order:— 

The Lord is my rock. 

The Lord is my fortress. 

The Lord is my deliverer. 

The Lord is my shield. 

The Lord is my salvation. 

The Lord is my high tower. 

The Lord is my refuge 

The Lord is my Saviour. 

The Lord is my strength. 

The Lord is my lamp 

 

These may further be grouped into two main categories.  God is our 

Shield in that he protects us against the threats of our physical person, 
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both from enemies and sickness. (Our Shield, Rock, deliverer, fortress, 

high tower, refuge, and strength.)  And the second He is God as our 

shield against personal destruction through sin. (Our shield, salvation, 

Savior, and lamp.) 

 

We might think, in our age, we need very little protection from the world 

around us.  We are not called upon to fight such battles such as Abraham 

and David were engaged.  Rather in our age, we are expressly forbidden 

from such participation.  This is due to the fact that we are born under the 

protection of the “Witness” which God our Shield has provided for us, 

which has allowed for the rebirth of the truth in our age.  God prophesied 

to us in Revelations specifically about this witness.   

Rev. 11:3 And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they 

shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed 

in sackcloth.  

 

The two witnesses are (1) the political witness/woman who makes war 

with the Pope and his supporters, and (2) the religious witness/woman 

who’s only allowed weapon is the truth of the Scriptures, and who would 

be quickly crushed by the Beast, apart from the protection afforded it by 

the political witness/woman. 

 

After Catholicism was legalized by Constantine the Great, in 312 AD., 

the Church came to political power, and immediately began to persecute 

the true believers.  For this reason God set two witnesses in the earth.  

One witness would with political and military force, fight against the 

Catholic Church.  In so doing, they would provide a shield for the second 

witness.  The second witness was the true witness, or those 

Christadelphians whose lives and safety were dependent on the Shield of 

the first witness which God had provided specifically for them.   

 

These witnesses fled in 312 AD., into the wilderness or the extremities of 

the empire where a place was found for them for 1,260 days, or years, till 

that protection was removed in 1572.  The removal of divine protection 

resulted in the St. Bartholomew’s massacre.  This is where the military 

leader of the Huguenots, who, in the early sixteenth century, had been 

the protective witness for the true witness, having become royalty, made 

peace with the Catholics, ending its usefulness to God.  No longer useful 

in making war against the Catholic Church, they found their divine 

protection removed, resulting in that massacre.    

 

Building upon this success over its enemies, the Catholic Church took 

the initiative, revoked the Edict of Nantes in 1695 AD., (which had 

guaranteed certain rights to both the political and religious 
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witness/woman;) and then the Catholics proceeded to kill both witnesses, 

wherever found.  So successful were they in destroying the enemies of 

Catholicism, that they sent medals to each other, commemorating the fact 

that the Heretics, as they called us, were extinct.  This extreme 

persecution resulted in what Revelations called the death of the witness 

where their dead bodies lay in the streets of the Empire for 3 ½ days, or 

105 years (3 1/2 lunar days of 30 years each) till the political 

woman/witness was resurrected in the workings of the French 

Revolution of 1789.   

We, brothers and sisters, as Christadelphians are that resurrection of the 

faithful witness/woman.  Our movement has been allowed to occur, 

unmolested by the Catholic Church, due to this shield which God has 

provided for us through the resurrection of that political witness/woman 

through the French Revolution, which has since persecuted the Church, 

even to the removing of all temporal power from her for a short space, 

from 1867 through 1921.  The American Constitution, created in the 

same year as the French Revolution, 1789, is, as bro. Thomas wrote in 

Elpis Israel, the outgrowth of the resurrection of the political 

witness/woman. 

A few months ago, (Oct. 2018) we quoted bro. Thomas on the planting 

of the tree of liberty in the United States.  We will repeat that here, as it 

is crucial to understanding our own relationship to this Divine Shield.  

The quote explains why the Truth was resurrected to life in the United 

States, and it may explain why bro. Thomas, when he made a 

commercial effort of publishing a Newspaper, named that Newspaper, 

“The Patriot.” 

From Elpis Israel, by bro. John Thomas, commenting on the 

resurrection of the witness: “The struggle was between might 

against right. An arbitrary government [England–jp] demanded 

tribute, and an ignorant clergy, tithes; and the democracy, religious 

and secular, [Continental American citizens–jp] gave them lead and 

steel. This was the old fashion in which they [the political witness—

jp] had been accustomed to "devour their enemies" [Catholicism] 

during their 1260 years contest with the beast. [From the setting up 

of the Catholic Church by Constantine, 312 AD, to the St. 

Bartholomew’s Massacre, 1572.—jp]  But the conflict was unequal; 

and but for the suicidal policy of one of its horns [France--jp], the 

witnesses [American Revolutionaries—jp] would have again been 

overcome. The liberty-hating, and the heretic slaying, Bourbons 

[French aristocracy--jp], sent a fleet and army to enable ‘liberty, 

equality, and fraternity’ [the battle cry of the resurrecting French 

witness—jp] to triumph in America! Not that they hated sectarism 
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and democracy less than formerly, but that they hated England 

more. La Fayette and his companions, though scions of nobility, 

became the sons of freedom. Britain was check-mated; and the 

model republic founded, and acknowledged by all the horns of the 

beast. There then, beyond the broad waters of the mighty deep, the 

tree of liberty, planted by the two prophets of human rights, [The 

American and French political class—jp] spreads its ample and 

expanding branches, affording shade and shelter for the persecuted 

and oppressed of all nations, who may be fortunate enough to 

escape the ‘great iron teeth,’ and ‘brazen claws,’ of the all 

devouring monster of the sea.” [End Quote] 

 

This then, was the work of God our Shield, persecuting the horns of the 

sea beast, resurrecting the political witness/woman to life again, and 

giving space that the religious witness/woman could find her voice and 

also be resurrected, as it was in 1847 by bro. Thomas, when the 

Christadelphians began to stand in the earth. 

 

The end or second death of both this resurrected political witness, and 

the religious witness are not prophesied in the Scriptures with the same 

accuracy as the 1260 years of Rev. 11:3, but they are nevertheless, 

prophesied.  The end of the political woman is prophesied in the 

destruction of the Freedom loving Witness before the Northern 

Russian/European Horns of the Beast, in Ezekiel 38.  It is further 

prophesied in the destruction of the Tarshish fleet in Psalms 43.  It is also 

prophesied in the destruction of the Southern Kings in Daniel. 11. 

 

The end of the religious witness/woman is prophesied as the third event 

of the sixth vial: 

Rev. 16:15  Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, 

and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his 

shame.  

 

In other words the religious witness/woman continues till the return of 

Christ, to judge the quick and the dead.  Now some might complain that 

Revelations makes no such specific claim that the witness/woman 

continues, and this is true.  But the apostle Paul did, when he prophesied 

about the resurrection at the return of Christ.  Paul wrote to the 

Thessalonians,  

1Thess. 4:15-17  For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, 

that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord 

shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall 

descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 

and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
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first:  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 

together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so 

shall we ever be with the Lord.  

So the resurrected religious witness/woman must continue till the return 

of the Lord, in order for there to be a class that shall not sleep but rather, 

remain till the Lord comes.  So Paul’s words to the Thessalonians 

becomes an assurance to us, that our movement in the earth continues, no 

matter how badly beaten up by the enemies from without and from 

within we see it to be, till the return of Christ.  

When the protection of the political witness neared its end in 1572, that 

is, the end of the 1260 years of Rev. 11:3, it was due to the fact that the 

Protestant Huguenots had made peace and thrown in with the Catholics.  

In doing so, they were no longer able to function as the protector of the 

faithful witness against Catholicism in the earth.  It was the marriage of 

Henry III of Navarre, a Huguenot, to Margaret, the king’s sister, a 

Catholic, which marked peace between the political witness/woman and 

the Church, thus sparking the St Bartholomew’s Massacre. 

So as we look at the condition of the political witness/woman today, we 

can do so knowing that it will be the same conditions which will bring 

about the removal of God’s protection over this political witness/woman, 

allowing the freedom loving states to fall before the northern oppressor.  

It will be due to the fact that they will no longer be an adequate protector 

for the faithful, due to their association with the Beast, or Catholic 

Church. 

In that sixth vial of Rev. 16, we have seen that the third event was the 

resurrection to judgement of the saints, both dead, and those still alive at 

the return of Jesus.  The second event tell us of the condition of the beast.  

In so doing, it tells us what the political witness/woman will do, to make 

peace with the Catholic Church.  The second event of the sixth vial was 

this: 

 Rev. 16:13-14  And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out 

of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and 

out of the mouth of the false prophet.  For they are the spirits of 

devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth 

and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day 

of God Almighty.  

This verse has several clues given to us, that we might understand the 

condition of things just prior to the resurrection.  The vial speaks of three 

spirits like frogs, which are called “unclean spirits.”  These come out of 
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the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the 

mouth of the false prophet.  These spirits work miracles on the kings of 

the earth and the whole world, to cause them to come to the battle of the 

great day of God Almighty, which in the fourth event of the sixth vial, 

the event after the return of Christ and judgment, we learn is 

Armageddon. 

Rev. 16:16  And he gathered them together into a place called in the 

Hebrew tongue Armageddon. 

In the quote from bro. Thomas’ work in Elpis Israel above, he defined 

for us the three frog-like spirits.  The frog was a symbol of France, 

whose imagery was born on their shields and their battle flags.  So the 

three spirits had their roots in France, as come out of the rebirth of the 

political witness/woman whose battle cry was “Liberty, Equality and 

Fraternity.”  But as bro. Thomas pointed out, these three spirits planted 

the flag of liberty and resistance to the sea beast.  How can they be said 

to be unclean?   

Of themselves, they can’t be.  Liberty, fraternity, and equality are all 

divine characteristics, and not unclean.  But in the hands of Karl Marx 

and those who followed him with their various interpretations of his 

work, whether socialist or fascist, these divine principles were co-opted 

and twisted that instead of granting liberty, they should be used to 

enslave the masses under an elitist class, no different than the system of 

royalty the political witness/woman had sought to destroy under 

Napoleon and George Washington. 

And what we have seen taking place in the earth today has been a steady 

movement towards one form or another of Marxism.  Now Revelations 

tells us these unclean spirits are to come from the mouths of the Beast, 

Dragon, and False Prophets.  The Dragon is ultimately Russia, who went 

socialist in 1917, though their government since 1992 has morphed into 

fascism.  (The difference between these two forms of economic systems, 

is that in socialism, the means of production belongs to the State, while 

in Fascism, the means of production remains in the hands of the citizens, 

but the State decides whose hands, the means of production remains in.) 

The Beast is united Europe, and clearly the European Union is also a 

fascist (they call themselves social democrats) form of government, with 

its capital in Brussels, Belgium, but its legal headquarters in the ancient 

seat of the Beast, Vienna, Austria.   

And the false prophet, or the Pope is the last of the three to embrace the 

principles of Marxism, but is clearly doing so under the current pope, 
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Pope Francis.  Catholicism long ago developed a theology which would 

be consistent with Marxism, which they called “Liberation Theology.”  

This was developed under Pope John XXIII, against the possibility that 

the Soviet Union won the cold war.  When the Western States won the 

cold war, following the collapse of the Soviet Union, the Catholic 

Church tried to stamp out the Liberation Theology which they had 

created, through the work of Pope John Paul II, and Pope Benedict VI.  

But Bible Prophesy was against them, as they found they could not put 

Marxism back into the bottle from which they had released it, resulting 

in a Liberation Theology pope, in Pope Francis I. 

The western states have not escaped this trend, as tremendous pressure 

from the Marxists begins to dominate politics, even in the United States.  

While President Donald Trump, in a recent address, promised that the 

United States would never go socialists, Scripture and national trends are 

against him.  Peace with the Marxism is inevitable, and will make the 

West’s ability to witness against Catholicism negligible, resulting in the 

same end for them as that of the Huguenot’s when Henry III of Navarre, 

made peace with the Catholics.   

And herein is the reason for the destruction of the West by God, through 

the East Wind which He shall cause to blow upon them, and then by the 

advancement of the Northern Kings.  The more the western states 

embrace the principles of Marxism, currently expressed in the world 

through socialism or fascism, the less protection they will have from 

domination by the Dragon, Beast, and False Prophet. 

We might think some of these things are contradictory on two different 

fronts.  Firstly, among the promises made to Abraham was this: 

 Gen. 12:2-3  And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless 

thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:   And I 

will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and 

in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.  

What nations have blessed Israel more than the United States, in all the 

history of the world?  And clearly the United States has been blessed, as 

a direct result of this, like no other nation ever.  But with the rise of 

Marxism will come a change to this policy, for Marxism and anti-

Semitism are inseparable.  Marxists must exterminate Jews to give 

validity to their very existence, the true reason why Hitler persecuted the 

Jews.) 

And as the United States moves closer to the principles of Marxism, they 

will become more and more anti-Semitic, as did Britain before them. 
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Marxism is the great enemy of God.  It is no coincidence, from a Divine 

standpoint, that Elpis Israel, and Karl Marx’s “Communist Manifesto” 

were published in the same year, 1848.  These two opposite religious 

systems were set before the world at the same time, so as to say, “Choose 

ye whom ye shall serve.”   

Marxism at its root, is the religion of Humanism, sometimes also called 

Secularism.  This is the doctrine that man can rule himself, and that there 

is no God.  Karl Marx himself called religion “the opiate of the masses.”  

He believed that religion only existed to “drug” the common man into 

subservience to the wealthy class.  He immediately saw the need to 

destroy all vestiges of faith in God, and the Christian religion, so that 

Marxist principles could come into existence.   

This principle is well understood in the world.   So much so, that when 

the 2019 Congress began to establish its rules, the Democratically led 

Committee on Natural Resources moved to strike “So help me God,” 

from its swearing in ceremony, and Congresswoman Liz Cheney 

(daughter of former Vice President Dick Cheney) stated: 

 “It is incredible, but not surprising, that the Democrats would try to 

remove God from committee proceedings in one of their first acts in 

the majority.”  “They really have become the party of Karl Marx.”  

Marxism needs to destroy all traditions and vestiges of life which is 

rooted in faith towards God, so that it can reconstruct a new society after 

its own likeness and image.  It is why Marxists must seek to destroy all 

traditions of Western society.  And right at the top of their “to do” lists, 

is the elimination of the Jews. 

The greatest testimony that humanism is a lie, and an altogether false 

belief system, is the existence of the Jews.  The Jews are the Bible’s 

testimony that the Bible is true, and that God rules in the kingdoms of 

men, not men themselves.  Isaiah testified to all: 

Isa. 43:10-12 Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant 

whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and 

understand that I am he: before me there was no God formed, 

neither shall there be after me. I, even I, am the LORD; and beside 

me there is no saviour. I have declared, and have saved, and I have 

shewed, when there was no strange god among you: therefore ye 

are my witnesses, saith the LORD, that I am God.  

If the Jews are the testimony that the LORD (Yahweh) is God, and fully 

in control of all the world’s events, then by completely eliminating the 

Jews, Humanism proves its value.  So everywhere we see Marxism, 
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whether in Hitler’s National Socialist Germany, or Stalin’s Russia, or 

Mao’s China:  we always see anti-Semitism, and the destruction of the 

Jews.  These two things are inseparable. 

 

As Marxism increased in the European Union, Europe became more 

dangerous for Jews, and it is still becoming more dangerous every day.  

As the American Democratic Party becomes more socialistic, we have 

seen, in the last election, two anti-Semitic Democratic candidates elected 

to Congress.  One recently made anti-Semitic comments in February, but 

retained her position on the Foreign Relations Committee.  Some 

members of congress tried, unsuccessfully so far, to censor the most 

rabid of the two, but the direction is clear in the American Democratic 

Party, that with its move towards socialism, it will bring along anti-

Semitism.  It has to. 

 

We even saw the last President, Barack Obama, who moved the country 

more towards Marxism than any recent president, that he was friendly 

with Louis Farrakhan, (though this was kept a secret during his 

presidency.)  Farrakhan is a well-known anti-Semite, explaining to a 

large degree, the terrible treatment of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu by the former president.  And we saw President Obama’s 

support for the Muslim Brotherhood takeover of Egypt, and their 

attempted takeover of Libya, and Syria, all of which, by the hand of God, 

failed as opposed to Bible prophesy. 

 

But this continued movement towards Marxism which will also ultimate 

in anti-Semitism on the part of the United States, is really just the US. 

catching up with the rest of the Western Powers in their race to the 

bottom, will result in the destructions prophesied against her.  A position 

that will not soon be forgotten by Christ.  For at Armageddon, the 

western powers seem to recognize their error, and wish to join with 

Christ and the saints, but they are rebuffed and warned: 

Joel 3:4-6  Yea, and what have ye to do with me, O Tyre, and 

Zidon, and all the coasts of Palestine? will ye render me a 

recompence? and if ye recompense me, swiftly and speedily will I 

return your recompence upon your own head;  Because ye have 

taken my silver and my gold, and have carried into your temples my 

goodly pleasant things: The children also of Judah and the children 

of Jerusalem have ye sold unto the Grecians, that ye might remove 

them far from their border.  

 

We might think that such an outcome would be impossible with the 

loyalty of the current American President, Donald Trump towards Israel 

and the American Constitution; and probably that is true.  There has not 
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been a better relationship between a Gentile power and the Jewish leader, 

such as currently enjoyed by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and 

President Trump, since King David and King Hiram I.  President Trump 

has been rivaled only by President Ronald Reagan for his loyalty to 

American’s divinely appointed role of the political witness/woman, 

protecting Christianity in all its forms, including us, the true 

witness/woman. 

President Trump is criticized by the unclean spirits and its supporters for 

what is mostly rumors concerning his character.  But we are relatively 

sure that other leaders of the political witness/woman in their war against 

the Pope, such as Attila the Hun, Genghis Kahn, or even Napoleon 

Bonaparte were also not men of pristine moral virtue and character.  This 

is not a characteristic of the political enemy of the Catholic Church.  The 

successful political witness/women who were our protectors, were as 

ruthless as their Catholic foes. 

But the continual lies we see circulated about president Trump, (press 

reports have been 92% negative) such as his imagined derogatory 

statements about certain impoverished nations, which is denied by all 

who heard it, except for one political enemy.  And his supposed racial 

and gender bigotry, while employment, home ownership and several 

other standards used to measure the success of a population are all at all-

time highs, for Black Americans, Hispanic Americans and Female 

Americas, which are supposed to be the groups he is prejudiced against.  

The way the unclean spirits have used their power to make lies appear as 

facts against President Trump, gives us pause for what history has 

recorded about these other enemies of the Catholic Cross. 

But it appears that President Trump will only be a brief pause in America 

and the West’s race to join the Marxist unclean spirits, exactly as the 

Bible has prophesied.  Will the pause be over by 2020, or will it extend 

to 2024?  This we cannot say.  But it is difficult to imagine it going much 

beyond that.  And then the Shield that God has provided will be 

withdrawn from that political witness/woman, so that the prophesies of 

the destruction of the southern king will be fulfilled. 

But Not Just our Political Shield 

Such is the shield which God has been to the Christadelphians 

resurrection of the religious witness/woman.  But God is not simply our 

shield for the protection of life, but also our shield for the development 

of our character.  The apostle Paul tells us: 

1Cor. 10:13  There hath no temptation taken you but such as is 

common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be 
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tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also 

make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.  

 

This is the assurance that God gives us that no matter what trials we may 

be facing, and regardless of the enormity of them, there is no temptation 

allowed by God above that which we are able to bear.  If we are going 

through it, it is because God deems it possible for us to survive it, learn 

from it, and be better able to serve Him in His Son’s Kingdom. 

 

Trials come to us for a purpose.  And that purpose is carefully and 

considerately the result of Divine reasoning.  Time and chance happens 

to those under the sun.  The Preacher said: 

Ecc. 9:11  I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to 

the swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, 

nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour to men of 

skill; but time and chance happeneth to them all.  

  

This is true to people generally of the children of men, but is not true to 

the sons of God.  Our trials are carefully constructed by our Divine 

Shield, that rather than see them as time and chance, we should rejoice in 

them, as necessary for our salvation.   

Heb. 12:6-13  For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 

scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.  If ye endure chastening, 

God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the 

father chasteneth not? But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all 

are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. Furthermore we 

have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them 

reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father 

of spirits, and live?  For they verily for a few days chastened us after 

their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers 

of his holiness. Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be 

joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the 

peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised 

thereby.  

 

Our chastisement by the hand of God is that we might be partakers, or 

fellowshippers of His holiness.  It is the polishing process we must all go 

through, and as the apostle Paul said to the Hebrews, it is for our 

salvation, that we might reflect the divine righteousness.   

 

We are all like the stones which make up the antitypical breastplate of 

the High Priest.  Stones, which when first found in the earth are drab and 

dull, and are of little use to anyone, but to be trod under foot.  These 

stones need to be washed, and shaped and polished to shine brightly.  
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The jeweler takes each stone, evaluates it for its strengths and 

weaknesses, and then carefully cuts each stone, chiseling off the rough 

edges, to find the shape which will allow it to best reflect the light.  Then 

when it is in a useful shape, it is carefully polished that whatever 

glistening and shining it is capable of reflecting, is done so as brilliantly 

as possible.   

This is the process we are enduring today.  As Paul says, no chastening 

for the present is joyous.  But it is joyous, if we remain focused on the 

fact that any chastening we are enduring is occurring under the loving 

and watchful guide of our Shield, the God of Abraham, and is necessary 

for our development. 

Bro. Growcott used to counsel us, that when you find yourself in a 

difficult trial, learn what it is God is trying to teach you, and the trial will 

go away.  He could say this with confidence, since we have the assurance 

from God Himself, that He is our Shield. 

God:  Abraham’s Exceeding Great 

Reward 
By bro. John Thomas (from Elpis Israel) 

When Abram had resided nearly ten years in the Land of Canaan, the 

whole country was in arms east of the Jordan, and to the north and south 

of Abram’s encampment. A rebellion had broken out against 

Chedorlaomer, king of Elam, who appears to have been the principal 

potentate of the time. During the war, Sodom was attacked and taken, 

and Lot, and all his goods, carried away with the spoil of the city, for he 

dwelt there. Abram having heard of this, hastily collected a company of 

three hundred and eighteen retainers, and started in pursuit of the 

spoilers, whom he overtook and put to the rout as far as Hobah, on the 

west of Damascus. He recovered all the spoil, and returned south, 

considerably disturbed in mind, doubtless, on account of the danger of 

the times. 

At this crisis, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, and 

comforted him with the assurance, saying, “Fear not, Abram, I am thy 

shield, and thine exceeding great reward”. Abram was now eighty-five 

years old, and he had no child. How, then, could the promise made of 

God at Haran, and repeated at Sichem and Bethel, be fulfilled, seeing 

that he was childless? He was even now an old man, and had concluded 

to make Eliezer of Damascus his heir; how then could the great, the 

exceeding great, reward be realized by him?  
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Prompted by these considerations, but in no wise distrusting God, Abram 

said, “Lord God, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the 

steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus? Behold, to me thou 

hast given no seed; and, lo, one born in my house is my heir”. But, “the 

word of the Lord came to him, saying, This (Eliezer) shall not be thine 

heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine 

heir.” The Lord’s messenger, who brought this word to Abram, then led 

him forth from his tent, and directed his attention to the heavens, saying, 

“Count the stars if thou art able to number them: and he said unto him, 

So shall thy seed be”. This was a great draft upon the faith of an old man 

of upwards of fourscore with a wife of seventy-five years of age. But, it 

is testified of him, that “against hope he believed in hope, that he might 

become the father of many nations, according to that which was spoken, 

saying, So shall thy seed be. And being not weak in faith, he considered 

not his own body now as good as dead (he being about a hundred years 

old), neither yet the deadness of Sarah’s womb; he staggered not at the 

promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to 

God; and being fully persuaded that what he had promised he was also 

able to perform”. Such was the manner of Abram’s faith; his mode of 

thinking upon the things reported to him in the word of the Lord; and his 

disposition in relation to them. So pleased was God with him that “he 

counted it to him for righteousness”. 

 

Abram, having first sought the kingdom of God in leaving his father’s 

house to “seek the city, whose architect and builder is God,” had now 

become the subject of the righteousness of God by faith; so that the Lord 

was now prepared to add all other things to him. He reminded him of the 

purpose for which He had brought him into the Land of Canaan, saying, 

“I, the Lord, brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees to give thee this land 

to inherit it”. Abram had been in the country ten years. He had become 

well acquainted with the land, and he perceived that it was a noble and 

desirable inheritance. When, therefore, the angel referred to the Lord’s 

promise, Abraham requested a sign, saying, “Lord God, whereby shall I 

know that I shall possess it?” 

 

In reply to this, he was commanded to take “a heifer of three years old, 

and a ram of three years old, and a turtle dove, and a young pigeon”. 

Having killed them, “he divided them in the midst, and laid each piece 

one against another, but the birds divided he not”. This sacrifice was 

representative of the qualities of the Christ, concerning whom 

confirmation was about to be made, attestative of Abram’s and his 

Seed’s possession of the land in the fullness of the times afterwards to be 

arranged. From the time of the sacrifice until the going down of the sun, 
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Abram was engaged in watching the carcasses, so as to keep off the birds 

of prey. It is probable that the sacrifice was exposed about three hours; at 

all events, “when even was come”, and the sun was going down, Abram 

fell into a state of figurative death, by a deep sleep and horror of great 

darkness coming over him. 

 

This is a very remarkable feature in the case before us. Abram had built 

altars, and had called upon the name of the Lord before; but there were 

no such attendant circumstances as these. Here, however, he stands 

watching the exposed sacrificial victims until even; and then is laid 

powerless in the similitude of death, and of the intense darkness of the 

grave.  

 

While he was in this state, the Lord revealed to Abram the fortunes of his 

descendants in the ensuing four hundred years; the judgment of the 

nation that should oppress them; their subsequent exodus from bondage   

with great wealth; his own peaceful death in a good old age; and the 

return of his descendants into the Land of Canaan again. The following 

are the words of the testimony: 

“Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is 

not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four 

hundred years; and also that nation whom they shall serve, will I 

judge: and afterwards shall they come out with great substance. And 

thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good 

old age. But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: 

for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full”. 

 

I suppose the reader need hardly be informed that all this was literally 

accomplished. Jacob and his family, consisting of seventy persons, 

migrated into Egypt two hundred and five years after the revelation was 

made to Abram. When a king arose in Egypt who knew not Joseph, the 

saviour of the country under God, the Israelites were sorely oppressed till 

the end of four hundred years from Abram’s deep sleep. After this four 

hundred years had expired, even thirty years after, God having judged 

the Egyptians, they left the country with great substance; and in the 

fourth generation re-entered the land of Canaan, as God had said. The 

iniquity of the Amorites was then full; and Israel, under Joshua, became 

the executioners of divine vengeance upon them. 

 

But God had said to Abram at Bethel, I will give THEE the land of 

Canaan FOR EVER: and in the answer to this question, “Whereby shall I 

know that I shall inherit it?” here tells him that he should die, and be 

buried in a good old age! Now the promise to Abram rests upon the 

veracity of God. If we attempt to interpret it by the history of the past, we 
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are brought to the conclusion that the promise to Abram has failed. 

Stephen alludes to this apparent failure of the promise to Abram in his 

speech before the Sanhedrim in these words:  

“God said to him, Come into the land which I shall show thee. Then 

came he into this land in which ye dwell. And he gave him none 

inheritance in it, no, not so much as to set his foot on: YET he 

promised that he would give it to him for a possession, and to his 

seed (τῳ̂ σπέρματι, in the singular, to one person called the seed) 

after him, when as yet he had no child”. 

 

What shall we say then? Shall we dare to say that God hath lied to 

Abram, or that He meant something else than what He promised? Far be 

it from the writer or the reader to insult God by any such insinuation; but 

rather let us say with the apostle in reference to this particular incident, 

that “God cannot lie”; that in promising to Abram an everlasting 

possession of the Land of Canaan; and, nevertheless, afterwards 

declaring that he should die and be buried, and his posterity be oppressed 

for four hundred years—“He promised” to him a resurrection to “eternal 

life” before the arrangement of the times (πρὸ χρόνων αἰωνίων). If 

Abram were sentenced to die, how could the promise of God concerning 

the land be fulfilled, unless he were raised from the dead? And as he is to 

possess it forever, when he is raised, he must be also made incorruptible 

and immortal to enable him to possess it everlastingly. The promise of 

eternal life, then, consists in promising a mortal man and his son 

possession of a terrestrial country for ever; and this promise to the two 

becomes a promise to all who believe it, and are constituted one in them. 

 

Abram understood this, and so do all who become Abraham’s seed 

through Jesus as the Christ, concerning whom the promise was made. 

The apostle says he saw the promises in their fulfilment afar off, but was 

persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that he was a 

stranger and pilgrim in the Land. And, in saying such things, he plainly 

declared that he was seeking a country. And truly, if he had been mindful 

of the Mesopotamian Chaldea from whence he migrated, he might have 

returned if he had pleased. But no; he desired a better country than that 

beyond the Euphrates—that is, the Land of Canaan under a heavenly 

constitution: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called the God of 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and the God of all whose faith is like theirs 

in word and spirit: for He hath prepared for them a city. 

 

This manner of teaching the doctrine of a resurrection—namely, by 

promising, or declaring something that necessitates it—is not peculiar to 

the case before us. There are other instances; one, however, will be 

sufficient at present. I refer to the dispute between Jesus and the 
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Sadducees. The latter, who admitted as authority only the writings of 

Moses, denied the resurrection of the dead. In proving it, therefore, to 

their conviction, it was necessary to demonstrate it from his testimony. 

This Jesus undertook to do. He first stated the proposition, saying, Moses 

has shown that the dead are raised. He then directed their attention to the 

place where Moses teaches this resurrection. It is there written, “I, the 

Lord, am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob”; 

in recording this, Moses teaches the resurrection of Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob.  

“But”, says one, “I see nothing said about resurrection there.” Nor did 

the Sadducees. “No”, continues the objector, “nor about the dead either; 

for Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are not dead, but alive in heaven, where 

Christ, and Lazarus, and the thief are. They are all living; and therefore 

God is their God.” This is very good Platonism, but very bad logic, and 

egregious nonsense.  

When Jesus quoted the passage, it was to prove that “the dead are 

raised”. The question therefore is, how does this testimony of Moses 

prove it? In this way—Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are dead; but “God is 

not the God of the dead”, yet He is called “their God”: therefore in order 

to be their God, they must be made alive, “for God is the God of the 

living”: hence, to style Him “God of Abraham” teaches the resurrection 

by implication; “for all live to him” in the age to come. But why call Him 

the God of these fathers now? By anticipation; for, says the apostle, 

“God, who makes alive the dead, styles the not being (τὰ μὴ ὄντα) as 

being” (ὡς ὂντα)—that is, God’s promise is so certain to be fulfilled, that 

He speaks of what is to be as though it were past. He has promised to 

raise Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who, while dead, have no being; and as 

He cannot lie their restoration to being is inevitable. God therefore 

speaks of them as though they had already been raised from the dead, 

and “is not ashamed to be called their God”. God is not the God of dead 

men who are not to rise again. He is the God only of those who become 

His children by being the children of the resurrection, and who can die 

no more, because they are equal to the angels. Such, then, is the way in 

which the doctrine of the resurrection is taught by the Lord God in 

Moses and the prophets; plainly, indeed, but in, such a manner as to 

require the exercise of the reasoning faculties of men. 

But to return to Hebron. Eternal life having been promised to Abram and 

Christ by constituting them heirs of the land of Canaan for ever; the Lord 

proceeded to grant Abram a sign whereby he might know assuredly that 

he and his seed should inherit it. The sun having gone down entirely, 

which was figurative of the setting of “the sun of Righteousness” below 
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the horizon of life, Abram beheld “a smoking furnace, and a flame of fire 

pass between the pieces”. This was a sign which could not be mistaken. 

The animals he had slain, and watched, and defended so long from the 

birds of prey, were consumed by fire from heaven. By this he knew, and 

was assured, that he and his seed, the Christ, should inherit the land for 

ever. But this was not all. On the same day, the Lord converted his 

promise made at Sichem, and repeated near Bethel, into a covenant with 

Abram, as Moses testifies, saying,  

Gen. 15:18-21 “In the same day the Lord made a covenant with 

Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river 

of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates”: inhabited by “the 

Kenites, and the Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites, and the Hittites 

and the Perizzites, and the Rephaim, and the Amorites, and the 

Canaanites, and the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.” 

In commenting upon these things, the apostle saith, “The covenant 

previously confirmed by God, the law which came into existence 

(γεγονὼς) four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it 

should make the promise of none effect. For if the inheritance (the land 

of Canaan and its attributes) be of the law, it is no more of promise: but 

God gave it to Abraham by promise“.  

To understand this we must know that a question agitated the 

congregations of Galatia, namely, that it was necessary for the disciples 

from among the Gentiles to be circumcised, and to keep the Law of 

Moses, as well as to believe the gospel and be baptized, or they could 

have no part in the inheritance covenanted to Abraham and Christ. 

The apostle styles this Judaizing and preaching “another gospel”. It was 

the beginning of that awful apostasy, the fruit of which we behold in the 

ecclesiastical system of our day. He contended strenuously against this 

perversion of the truth in all places. The Judaizers argued that a right to 

Canaan when made a heavenly country under Christ, was derived from 

the Law of Moses; the apostle denied this, and maintained that the law 

could give no title to it. That it could only be obtained “through the 

righteousness of the faith”; “for the promise that he should be the heir of 

the world was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but 

through the righteousness of faith. For if they who are of the law be 

heirs, faith is made void, and the promise is made of none effect: because 

the law worketh wrath. Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; 

to the end that the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that 

(portion of the seed) only which is of the law, but to that also which is of 

the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all”, both Jews and 

Gentiles, “before God, whose promises he believed”; as it is written, “a 
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father of many nations have I constituted thee”. The Judaizers claimed a 

right to the inheritance because they bore the seal of the covenant, 

marked in their flesh by circumcision; the apostle, because he believed 

the same things that Abraham did, and was the subject of God’s 

righteousness through the faith of Jesus Christ, without any title derived 

from the law of Moses. 

Seeing that he threw the law out of the question altogether, he anticipates 

the objection, viz., if this be so, wherefore, then, serveth the law? Of 

what use is it? To this he replies, “It was added because of 

transgressions, till the Seed should come to whom the promise was 

made”. It was “a schoolmaster” until Christ; but when “the things of the 

name of Jesus Christ” were manifested for faith, or, as he expresses it, 

“after that faith is come”, Israel is “no longer under a schoolmaster. For 

ye are all”, both Jews and Gentiles, “the children of God in Christ Jesus 

through the faith”. 

The apostle lays great stress upon the covenant of promise being prior 

both to circumcision and the law of Moses; consequently Abram could 

not derive his title to Canaan and the world from either of them; for the 

promise was given before he became the subject of the righteousness 

which is by faith of it; and he was constituted righteous before the 

promise was made a covenant and confirmed; and this confirmation was 

fourteen years before the institution of circumcision, and 430 years 

before the promulgation of the Law of Moses. “Faith”, says the apostle, 

“was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness when he was in 

uncircumcision”; and then it was, he was constituted the father of many 

nations, and Heir of the World. 

The promise, before it became a confirmed covenant with Abram, 

indicated the country he is to inherit; but it did not point out its territorial 

frontiers. This deficiency was supplied at the confirmation. It was to 

extend from the Euphrates to the Nile, comprehending a tract of country 

of considerable extent, and inhabited by the nations enumerated in “The 

Covenant”. Abram, therefore, could be at no loss to know in what 

direction, or to what limits, his future country was to extend; for he had 

travelled it all over in its entire length and breadth. Now, if a map of the 

territorial area indicated in the covenant be examined, it will be seen that 

the broadest extent is “from sea to sea”, as it is expressed in Scripture; 

that is, from the Mediterranean to the Persian Gulf; and its greatest 

length, “from the river to the end of the land”; or, from the Euphrates at 

its junction with the gulf, northward; and from the Pelusiac branch of the 

Nile to the entrance into Hamath. 
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But the frontiers of the territory were afterwards more particularly 

marked out at the time of the captivity in Babylon. The twelve tribes 

were then all in exile from the land, and it was once more wholly 

possessed by the Gentiles, as it is now. They were powerless and 

prostrate under the heel of the oppressor; and without hope of recovering 

the country by their own efforts. At this crisis, the Lord revealed to them 

the extent to which in after times they should re-possess their country.  

“This”, said he, “shall be the border, whereby ye shall inherit the land 

according to the twelve tribes of Israel. And this shall be the border of 

the land toward the north side, from the great sea (Mediterranean), the 

way of Hethlon, as men go to Zedad; Hamath, Berothah, Sibraim, which 

is between the border of Damascus and the border of Hamath; Hazar-

hatticon, which is by the coast of Hauran. And the border from the sea 

shall be Hazar-enan, the border of Damascus, and the north northward, 

and the border of Hamath. This is the north side of the land. And the east 

side ye shall measure from Hauran, and from Damascus, and from 

Gilead, and from the land of Israel by Jordan, from the border unto the 

East Sea. And this is the east side (running along the Euphrates). And the 

south side southward, from Tamar to the waters of strife in Kadesh, to 

the river toward the Great Sea. This is the south side toward Teman. The 

west side also shall be the Great Sea from the (west end of the south) 

border, till man come over against Hamath. This is the west side. So shall 

ye divide this land unto you according to the tribes of Israel.” 

Now, let it never be forgotten in the investigation of “the things of the 

kingdom of God”, that the Israelites have never possessed the country as 

defined in this survey since it was revealed to them through the prophet. 

The twelve tribes have not even occupied the land together; and those of 

them that have dwelt there after the return from Babylon to the 

overthrow by the Romans, held but a very small portion of it, while the 

Gentile Kingdoms lorded it over all the rest. Now either God is a liar, as 

some people make Him out to be who deny the restoration of the twelve 

tribes; or, the time He refers to in the promise of the land according to 

these boundaries, has not arrived. This is the only conclusion a believer 

in the gospel of the kingdom can come to. All theories opposed to this 

are mere sublimated infidelity. If Israel be not restored, then the promise 

to Abraham will have failed. But Abraham’s seed are under no 

apprehension of this kind. They believe in God, who has sworn by 

Himself, that what He has promised He is able, willing, and determined 

to perform. 

Here, then, is a noble domain, lying between Assyria, Persia, Arabia, the 

Red Sea, Egypt, and the Mediterranean; capable, when peopled by an 



164 

 

industrious, enlightened, and well and strongly governed, nation, of 

commanding the commerce and sovereignty of Asia, and the wealth of 

Europe and America. Such is the land, containing, according to the 

survey of the British Government, 300,000 square miles, concerning 

which God said to Abram, “To thee will I give it and unto thy seed 

forever.” 

 

But, the apostle says, that the covenant, confirmed 430 years before the 

law was promulgated, was “concerning Christ” especially. It was the 

Father’s Covenant of which Christ was the Mediator. This being the 

case, his death was necessitated; for so long as he was alive, the covenant 

had no force. Neither Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, nor himself, could inherit 

the land for ever, until the covenant was ratified by his death. Hence, his 

was “the blood of the New Covenant, which was shed for many”; that 

they which are called might receive the remission of sins, and obtain the 

promise of the inheritance for ever. The covenant of promise, then, was 

typically confirmed 430 years before the law; and finally dedicated by 

the death of the mediator; this being accomplished, the covenant could 

not be disannulled, or added.  

 

But when we look at Jesus in the light of this Divine Covenant, we 

perceive some grand and important deficiencies in its effects, if the 

history of the past is to be taken as the criterion of its accomplishment. In 

the historical view of the covenant, we are led to the conclusion that it 

has not been carried out at all; and that its beneficiaries have received 

none of their Father’s estate. Look at Abraham. He has received nothing. 

The same is true of all who believed the things hoped for from his day to 

this. Even the Lord Jesus, who has been perfected, has received nothing 

of what is assigned to him in the covenant. “I will give”, said God, “this 

land to thy Seed forever.” Now look at the facts in the case. “Jesus came 

to his own, and his own received him not.” What is to be understood by 

this? What is signified by “his own” twice repeated in this text? The facts 

in the case supply the answer. Jesus came “unto his own things” 

(kingdom, or realm); but his own people, the Jews, who are “the children 

of the kingdom”, did not receive him, but rejected and crucified him. 

“But to as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the 

sons of God, to them who believe in his name.” 

 

But what constituted the land of Canaan his realm, more than John the 

Baptist’s, or any other Jew’s?  Because it was promised to him in the 

covenant; and because he was the sole surviving heir of David’s throne. 

We see, however, that like his father Abraham, he never possessed even 

so much as to set his foot upon; and so poor was he, that though “the 

foxes had holes, and the birds of the air had nests, yet he had not where 
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to lay his head”. Under God, he was indebted to some of those who 

received him, for his daily bread. What significance this fact attaches to 

that petition of the prayer he taught his disciples, saying, “Our Father, 

who art in heaven, give us this day our daily bread”. There were thirteen 

of them, himself and the twelve, who had all to be provided for from day 

to day; and though he could multiply a few loaves and fishes to feed 

thousands, his own wants were supplied by contribution. 

 

When Jesus was crucified, and buried, his enemies conceived that his 

claims to the realm and throne of David were extinct. The common 

people would have taken him and made him king, if he would have 

permitted them; but the rulers, already possessed of the vineyard, hated 

him; for they knew that if he should obtain the kingdom they would be 

cast out. They rejoiced, therefore, at his death. But their joy was soon 

turned into dismay; for God raised him from the dead. And for what 

purpose? In the words of the apostle, God raised up Christ to sit upon 

David’s throne; for, in the words of David, “The righteous shall inherit 

the Land, and dwell therein forever”; and again, “Wait on the Lord, and 

keep his way, and he shall exalt thee to inherit the Land.” 

 

But, even after his resurrection, when he was made both Lord and Christ, 

though “heir of all things”, yet were not all things subjected to him. He 

received neither the land nor the sceptre; but ascended to heaven, having 

received nothing promised in the covenant. He left the land, the 

kingdom, Abraham, and all the prophets, behind him. In after years, the 

land was reduced to a wilderness, its cities laid waste, and the Hebrew 

commonwealth dissolved. It became the battle ground of Crusaders, 

Saracens, and Turks; and until this day has been subjected to the worst of 

the heathen. Forty centuries have passed away since God confirmed His 

promise of the land to Christ, who has been waiting nineteen hundred 

years at His right hand for its fulfilment. Is Jesus never to possess the 

land from sea to sea, and from the rivers to its extremities? Are Turks 

and Arabs, and a motley crew of Papists, Greeks, and Fellahs to 

perpetuate its reproach forever? Or is a Gentile dominion to be 

established there to lord it over Asia? 

 

Where is there a believer of the gospel of the kingdom to be found who 

will affirm it? Millions of “professing Christians” imagine something of 

the kind; but they are infidels, and insulters of God—not believers in the 

“covenants of promise”. To affirm any other destiny for Palestine and 

Syria than that stated in the promise, is, in effect, to tell God that He has 

spoken falsely. But on the ground that “He cannot lie”, what does the 

nature of the case necessitate in order to fulfil the promise to Abraham 

and Christ? This is the answer, and let the reader mark it well:—to meet 
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the demands of the covenant, it is indispensable that Jesus return to 

Canaan, and that he raise Abraham from the dead. Reason and Scripture 

agree in this. 

Hence, the Second Advent is as necessary as the first. The appearing in 

sinful flesh was necessary for the dedication of the covenant by the death 

of the “Mediator”; and the second appearing in the spiritual nature in 

power and great glory, for his effectual carrying out of all its provisions. 

For it is manifest that this cannot be done except by One who is all-

powerful. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all constitutionally in them, 

are the beneficiaries. The things promised them are eternal life, the land 

of Canaan, and “a city”, or state, “whose architect and builder is God”. 

Hence the Mediator must be able to form them from the dust, and to give 

them life forever. He must be mighty in battle; for he will have to expel 

the Mohammedans, Catholics, and other barbarians from the land, and to 

restore the kingdom of David “as in the days of old”. 

The accomplishment of these, and many other things to be hereafter 

developed, makes the future pre-millennial advent of Christ a necessity. 

There is no room for opinion upon the subject, for opinion implies doubt. 

It is a matter of absolute certainty; and the belief of it is as essential to a 

participation in the kingdom of God as faith in the death and resurrection 

of the Lord. For a man to deny the advent of Jesus to Palestine in power 

and glory before the millennium is to proclaim to men and angels his 

utter ignorance of the glorious gospel of the blessed God.  

To talk about his coming at the end of the millennium to make a bonfire 

of the world is ridiculous. Restitution and renovation, and not destruction 

of the earth, is the Almighty fiat, as I have already shown at sufficient 

length. “Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly”, is the heart-breathing of the 

true believer, who, with the hearing ear rejoices in the Bridegroom’s 

voice, which says, “Behold, I come as a thief, and quickly; and my 

reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be. 

Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk 

naked, and they see his shame.” The prolonged absence of Christ for ten 

more centuries would break the hearts of the saints of God, who have 

long since cried with a loud-voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and 

true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them who dwell on the 

earth?” No, no; the day is come at length when he is about to gather the 

vine of the earth, to reward his saints, and to destroy the oppressors of 

the world. Then will “the kingdoms of the world become those of 

Jehovah and of his King; and he shall reign for ever and ever”; and the 

covenant with Abraham concerning Christ will be fulfilled in every jot 

and tittle of its details. 
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A Review of the Scriptural Principles 

which form a Confession of Faith at 

Baptism 
(Assembled by the Brisbane Ecclesia) 

Answer format with accompanying commentary based 

on the writings of brethren John Thomas & Robert 

Roberts 

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EXAMINING 

BRETHREN 
The Christadelphian: Volume 26, 1889, 444-445 

The household of faith is united by one common bond, being all 

members of one body, whose increase unto the edifying of itself in love 

is dependent upon the effectual working of the individual members of the 

body. The whole body is honoured and strengthened in proportion to the 

integrity and zeal of each member, but it is also dishonored and 

weakened by the inconsistency and laxness of any within it.  

We are abundantly admonished to preserve the purity of the faith, to 

strive together for that end as much as possible, in peaceful relations with 

all men, but still in conformity with the divine order—first pure, then 

peaceable (James 3:17). Peace is obtainable only in the absence of a 

disturbing element; where that element exists peace is more or less 

impossible. From what cause do disturbances in the ecclesias generally 

spring, with whom do they originate? Is it not generally from the action 

of brethren weak in the faith, men who retain something of the old leaven 

which tends to leaven the whole lump, so that many are led to follow 

their pernicious ways? It is the heresy “privily brought in,” which affects 

the soundness of the faith and disturbs the effectual working of the 

members of the body. Experience has shown that envying, strife, railing 

and evil surmisings originate with such minds and are stimulated by 

them. Who are to blame for this state of things?  

Examining brethren are largely responsible. To them is entrusted the 

charge of keeping pure the household of faith so far as admitting the 

“interested friend” to fellowship is concerned. But there have been 
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admitted to fellowship some who were practically deficient in a 

knowledge of the first principles of the faith. This has been proved by 

many who subsequently came to see with increased knowledge that they 

had in the first place been immersed with a deficient knowledge of the 

truth, and without an adequate recognition of their responsibilities in 

becoming connected with Christ’s brethren. With their new light and 

knowledge, these good and honest hearts were anxious to be placed in a 

proper relationship to Christ, and hence they sought re-immersion—an 

acknowledgment that their first immersion was invalid. These had gone 

on to perfection, but how many may be like them in their first 

experiences, having need to be taught again what be the first principles 

of the oracles of God.  

Admission to fellowship is obtained by baptism; but baptism ought 

only to be performed upon an understanding of the one faith being 

shown by the candidate, and a recognition on his or her part of the 

responsibilities of the step about to be taken. It is for the examining 

brethren to determine whether such an understanding and recognition 

exists, because it is upon these that the validity of the immersion 

depends. It is here that the responsibility of the brethren is greatest.  

There is unfortunately in many cases a desire, laudable in one sense, to 

see an increase in numbers, and sufficient care is not always taken to 

ascertain the motive which leads to the wish to become connected with 

the ecclesia, and an accommodative examination is made in order that 

one more may be added to the roll. It is hoped that the candidate will 

understand the subjects better afterwards, in the meantime, with an 

imperfect knowledge and with little appreciation of the responsibilities of 

the step about to be taken, there passes in fellowship of the household 

one that may prove a root of bitterness and a cause of offence. Let any 

brother or sister of standing in the truth reflect upon their conversations 

with brethren and sisters elsewhere and they will be surprised at the 

extent of the deficiency of knowledge in things that are essential to a 

proper basis. Here a brother is ignorant of the nature of Christ, there a 

sister has doubts as to the personality of Satan in the orthodox sense, and 

so on. But how came they to be in fellowship holding these views? 

They have not developed since becoming acquainted with the truth, but 

they are the old leaven which was brought in with them, of the doctrines 

of which the truth would bid them beware. The Ecclesia of God, the 

pillar and ground of the truth, has a duty to itself as well as to those 

outside, and if into the holy city there shall in no wise enter anything 

that defileth or worketh abomination, it is surely necessary as far as 

possible to keep out similar elements of the world from the household of 

faith.  
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The examining brethren must see to this. There is no need for austere 

judgment or pharisaical treatment of the candidate for immersion in 

attempting to secure this object. In the gentlest manner, but with the 

firmness which the importance of the occasion requires, the examining 

brethren should deal with all the points of doctrine, and where there is 

deficiency let them show the way of God more perfectly. But if it is 

evident from the manner of the candidate that he or she fails to 

comprehend the import of the doctrine, there should be delay in 

admission. The mere intellectual grasp of the facts is, however, of 

less importance than the perception of the responsibilities of 

baptism. Let the death which baptism symbolizes to the individual be 

clearly impressed upon him/her as his/her dying to his former carnal life, 

and that in his/her rising into newness of life in taking Christ’s name he 

also takes his yoke upon him, learning to follow his footsteps, to 

cultivate his mind and disposition, so that they may dwell in Him as they 

dwelt in Jesus. Were these things gently yet gravely set before all who 

come before the examining brethren, there might be fewer who would 

accept the conditions of fellowship, but these would be less likely to 

cause heart-burnings and strife in the ecclesias with which they become 

identified.  

A word as to the attitude to be assumed to those who speak of being re-

immersed. If in that frame of mind they ought not to be allowed to break 

bread until they have openly spoken out their difficulties and the ecclesia 

has had a chance to judge whether such brethren are really in Christ. To 

be in Christ necessitates the belief of Christ’s mission and the obedience 

to his commandments. But if there has been disbelief or misconception 

of a kind that amounts to unbelief of that mission, can such a person be 

said to be in Christ? The subject to my mind is of great importance to 

the peace and welfare of the ecclesias, and these reflections are 

offered in a spirit of love to such as are the door-keepers of the house 

of God. –A. Morris 

_________________________________ 

Error has almost always come into “the ecclesia of the living God, a 

pillar and buttress of the Truth” (1 Timothy 3:15) via those who have 

obtained roles of leadership and oversight adopting a lax approach or 

being persuaded of error themselves. This baptismal review series is 

therefore as much for the aid of the examiner as it is a help for the 

baptismal candidate. It consolidates in a logical order the Truth studied, 

which by this stage has formed a conviction in those things though 

unseen, are nonetheless the substance of all the disciples hope and desire. 
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We know from personal experience of teaching the Truth to a wide 

variety of interested friends, young and old, who have varying capacities 

including English not being their first language, that it is the 

responsibility of those teaching the Truth to not only understand the first 

principles fully themselves, but to be able to present it in such a manner 

that the baptismal candidate is able to grasp.  

This series, for practical reasons, does not attempt to do this but rather is 

an endeavor to revise those areas necessary to gain an overview of what 

constitutes the gospel and the responsibility of becoming servants of 

righteousness. The instructor needs to patiently present these Truths in a 

manner which corresponds to the ability of the baptismal candidate. The 

instructor needs to ensure that the essential elements are grasped, 

especially those relating to the Atonement, which is often not as easily 

understood as the things relating to the kingdom of God. For this reason 

the subject of the Atonement needs to be revisited as the story of the 

scriptures passes under review, presenting opportunity for those 

principles to be restated and thoroughly explained during the course of 

baptismal preparation.  

Prophetic Arguments that the Return of 

Christ is Imminent. 

There have been many dates suggested for the return of Christ made over 

the past 2000 years since he promised he would return.  Standing on the 

Mount of Olives, following 40 days of showing himself to his disciples, 

they watched him ascend into the heavens.  But an angel nearby 

promised the brethren: 

‘Act 1:11 …Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 

heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 

shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.  

We have, over the years, seen many of the dates predicted for the return 

of Christ come and go.  We have even personally called attention to 

previous dates which we thought could bring the return of Christ, which 

have also come and gone.  But we still find the prophesy made by the 

apostle Paul that we will not be overtaken as a thief in the night to be 

persuasive, that we who remain till the return of the Lord will not be 

caught unawares by Christ’s return.   

1Thess. 5:1-5  But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have 

no need that I write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly that the 

day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For when they 
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shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon 

them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not 

escape. But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should 

overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the children of light, and the 

children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.  

Every generation, with very few exceptions, found prophetic testimony 

which could indicate that they were living in the time of the end.  

Certainly ours is no exception.  This was the prophetic design of 

Scriptures, that we might be encouraged to live our life, always looking 

for the Lord’s imminent return.  If we truly live our lives this way, we 

will find our walk in the truth pleasant.  Troubles, when they come, 

always remain secondary to our hope in Israel.  Faced with tormentous 

difficulties, these melt away when we take a step back, and ask 

ourselves, “How important will this problem be to me, the day after 

Christ returns?” 

But to some, the delay of our Lord has been a discouragement.  The 

apostle Peter has warned us of such.  

2Pet. 3:3-4  Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days 

scoffers, walking after their own lusts,  And saying, Where is the 

promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things 

continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.  

And Peter tells us there is a specific reason for this delay.  

2Pet. 3:8-10  But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that 

one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years 

as one day. The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some 

men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing 

that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. But 

the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night;…  

This should give us great encouragement, that the reason why the Lord 

has delayed his coming, is that He is longsuffering, not willing that any 

should perish.  He is still calling out men and women to the great reward 

He has set before us.  So we find our longing for the coming of the Lord 

to be the same double edged sword which Paul contemplated. 

Phil 1:23-25  For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to 

depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better: Nevertheless to 

abide in the flesh is more needful for you. And having this 

confidence, I know that I shall abide and continue with you all for 

your furtherance and joy of faith;  
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We long for the return of Christ to end the injustices created by the self-

serving politicians of the world on the one hand, finally bringing true 

peace on earth; while also knowing that his delay means that the gracious 

open hand of eternal life is still being extended to our families, friends, 

and neighbors should they be willing to conform to His precepts.  We 

find ourselves, with Paul, in this same strait. 

 

As Peter said above, the Lord is not slack concerning his promises.  The 

time will come, as it did for the Jews of Peter’s day, when the destruction 

wrought by the coming of the Lord became a reality.  As Peter had 

warned, Jesus did finally come to Jerusalem at the head of the Roman 

Armies, around 70 AD, destroying the city as he had so many times 

warned those rebellious “husbandmen.”  And that is the key for us, is it 

not?  He had so many times warned them. 

 

Let’s look briefly at that warning.  Throughout his ministry, Jesus had 

testified of the coming destruction of Jerusalem, because of their 

disbelief.  He had given them the parable of the Vineyard, how: 

Mark 12:1 A certain man planted a vineyard, and set an hedge about 

it, and digged a place for the winefat, and built a tower, and let it 

out to husbandmen, and went into a far country.  

 

This was God, setting up the nation of Israel under Moses, and expecting 

to receive fruit of His vineyard.  God sent men and prophets to collect 

the expected fruit, but: 

Mark 12:2  And at the season he sent to the husbandmen a servant, 

that he might receive from the husbandmen of the fruit of the 

vineyard.  

 

This God, the ruler of the Vineyard did three times in Jesus’ parable, all 

with the same result: 

Mark 12…and him they killed, and many others; beating some, and 

killing some.  

 

Finally, God sends His son: 

Mark 12:6-7  Having yet therefore one son, his wellbeloved, he sent 

him also last unto them, saying, They will reverence my son. But 

those husbandmen said among themselves, This is the heir; come, 

let us kill him, and the inheritance shall be ours. And they took him, 

and killed him, and cast him out of the vineyard. What shall 

therefore the lord of the vineyard do? he will come and destroy the 

husbandmen, and will give the vineyard unto others.  
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The Jews understood perfectly the meaning of this parable.  For when 

Jesus told it to them, just a few days before his crucifixion, we are told 

that he concluded the parable this way: 

Luke 20:16  He shall come and destroy these husbandmen, and shall 

give the vineyard to others. And when they heard it, they said, God 

forbid 

 

Now Jesus had given another prophesy concerning the destruction of 

Jerusalem at that same time in which he reminded the Jews of the parable 

of the vineyard, in the last week of his mortal life.  In fact, in the evening 

of that same day, as they left Jerusalem on the eastern side, heading of 

the Mount of Olives, the disciples marveled at the magnificence of the 

stones of the Temple.  Considering these great and beautiful stones, we 

are told in a modern history book: 

Generation Word, Jerusalem 101:  “Herod the Great was king in 

Jerusalem under the Roman Empire from 37 to 4 BC. Herod’s 

colorful career was highlighted by the wide range of buildings he 

constructed in Jerusalem for a variety of reasons. Herod’s ambition 

to fulfill his architectural dreams overcame not only financial and 

political opposition, but he also ingeniously overcame every natural 

obstacle with innovative solutions. In Jerusalem, Herod built a 

theater, an amphitheater called the Hippodrome, the Antonia 

Fortress, aqueducts, and paved streets. For himself, Herod built a 

luxurious palace with highly decorated towers and walls 

surrounding the complex, which included reception halls, royal 

apartments, a fortress for his personal guard, fountains, gardens and 

bath houses. Herod decorated his buildings by employing talented 

artisans who produced beautiful mosaics and frescos. He even 

adapted the Jewish mikveh (ritual bath) for use as a Roman-style 

bathhouse. 

 

“Despite all these wonders, the rebuilding of the Temple and the 

doubling of the size of the Temple Mount were Herod’s most 

memorable architectural projects. When the Temple was finished, 

nothing in the Roman world could equal it. The Temple building 

stood higher than fifteen stories and was made out of marble and 

gold. The temple wall and retaining wall were constructed out of 

limestone blocks called ashlars. The typical building of this time 

during Herod’s extensive building projects were built with what are 

known as “Herodianashlars”. 

 

’Ashlars are large stone blocks cut smooth, with narrow margins 

around the edges and smooth slightly raised bosses in the center. 

They are easy to identify and locate in the Western Wall and in the 
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rest of the Temple Mount wall. Many can be seen in other walls and 

buildings throughout the city as well, having been reused for the last 

2,000 years since the Romans toppled the temple and much of its 

retaining wall…”  

 

While the Temple walls may indeed have been the most splendid of all 

structures in the Roman world, Jesus was unmoved. 

Mat. 24:2  And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? 

verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon 

another, that shall not be thrown down. 

 

This, along with the discussions earlier in the afternoon, caught the 

attention of the disciples. 

Mat. 24:3  And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples 

came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things 

be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the 

world?  

 

So Jesus proceeded to tell them many things relevant to his return at the 

head of the Roman Armies to destroy Jerusalem.  He told them what 

should happen to them, and to Jerusalem along the way, but he gave 

them a very specific warning as to the imminent destruction. 

Mat. 24:15-16  When ye therefore shall see the abomination of 

desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, 

(whoso readeth, let him understand:) Then let them which be in 

Judaea flee into the mountains:  

 

This he further explained to them this way: 

Luke 21:20-21  And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with 

armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh.  

Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the mountains; 

 

And finally gave them one more general prophesy concerning the timing 

of this coming: 

Luke 21:29-32  And he spake to them a parable; Behold the fig tree, 

and all the trees; When they now shoot forth, ye see and know of 

your own selves that summer is now nigh at hand. So likewise ye, 

when ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of 

God is nigh at hand. Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not 

pass away, till all be fulfilled.  

 

A generation is forty years.  Forty years would not pass till all the things 

Jesus prophesied that evening, had been fulfilled.  In that forty years, the 

Jews who killed the Son and hoped that the vineyard would be theirs, 
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forgot these warnings, and that day overtook them as a thief in the night.  

But those Jews who diligently followed the teachings of Jesus, saw the 

armies surrounding Jerusalem, and repudiating the false teachings of the 

Pharisees who believed God would deliver Jerusalem as he had done 

under Judas Maccabeus, escaped to Pella.     

 

For in 66 AD (39 years after the Mount Olivet Prophesy, which in my 

Chronology occurs in 27 AD.,) Gaius Cestius GalluIs tried to put down 

the rebellion in Jerusalem, putting the city under siege and advanced all 

the way to Mount Scopus, penetrating the walls of the city before 

retreating.  But deciding he could not take the city, he withdrew and 

called for Vespasian, celebrated for his victories in Britannia, to bring his 

legions to conquer Jerusalem, which he did.  He again put the city under 

siege till in 68 AD, when Emperor Nero died, and Vespasian returned to 

Rome to contend for the Emperor’s rank in which he was successful.  

Again the Roman Army had stood in the Holy Place, and retreated, 

allowing a last chance to the faithful who kept the words of Jesus.  

Vespasian called for his son Titus, to finish the destruction of Jerusalem, 

which he did in 70 AD., miserably destroying those wicked servants who 

would not return fruit to the Lord of the Vineyard. 

 

We ourselves find ourselves living in a period of time in which nearly all 

the Bible prophesies have been fulfilled.  There would appear to be very 

little left, but what is left is quite interesting.  Perhaps the most 

interesting and pertinent to us are the times of Daniel 12.  We see there 

three specific time periods.  First, there is a time, times, and a half time, 

or 1260 years, when the scattering of the holy people shall be 

accomplished (Dan. 12:7).  Second, there is one thousand, two hundred 

and ninety days, from the taking away of the daily AND the setting up of 

the abomination of desolation.  This prophesy appears to be a prophesy 

of the re-establishment of Jewish control over Jerusalem, implying that 

the ability of the Desolator to prohibit the daily and control the city, will 

have finished.  And finally, there is the 1335 days to the condition which 

the man dressed in linen called “Blessed!” 

 

Setting the starting date for this prophesy has proved to be quite difficult.  

The actual date for the giving of the prophesy is probably 534 BC.  This 

is said to be the third year of Cyrus, which is also said to be the first year 

of Cyrus.  Probably this variation is due to two separate ways of 

counting.  It is the third year since Cyrus took Babylon, but the first year 

of his sole reign.  After Cyrus conquered Babylon, he left Darius the 

Mede in power, and returned to foreign wars.  Two years later, he 

deposed Darius and took the kingdom for himself.  But calculating the 
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date for the prophesies of Daniel 12 from 534 BC., brings no acceptable 

conclusion for these prophesies. 

 

The only hint the prophesy itself gives us for a starting date, is in the 

giving of the 1290 days, of verse 11.  It is from when the Daily is taken 

away (which was 70 AD. when Rome destroyed the Temple,) AND it is 

when the Abomination of Desolation was set up.  There can be no doubt 

that the current “Abomination of Desolation” which exists today is the 

Moslem Shrine called the Dome of the Rock, sitting on the Temple 

Mount in Jerusalem.  Like all things in history, the exact date for the 

beginning of the work of this shrine is debatable, but clearly any date 

between 686 and 688 is acceptable.  It was completed in 691.  If we start 

our dating in this range, and add 1260 to that date, we come to 1946-

1948 for “when the scattering of the Holy People shall be accomplished.  

And of course this fits perfectly with the formation of the nation of Israel 

in Nov. 29th 1947, or when Israel declared its independence, May 14, 

1948.   

 

If we add 30 years to this, we come to a very significant event in Israel 

concerning Jerusalem, the fortieth-year anniversary of which was 

celebrated with great fanfare in Israel last year (2017).  That major event 

was the first ever speech of an Arab leader in the Knesset, and was given 

by Anwar Sadat, Nov. 20th, 1977,   It really was the acknowledgement 

by the Arab neighbors that Jerusalem, no longer a divided city but 

unified with all Israel in 1967, now belongs to the Jews.  It was a speech 

that cost Sadat his life, as Moslem extremists murdered him shortly 

thereafter, in 1981. 

 

This being the case, the 1335 of Daniel 12:12 would end on Rosh 

Hashanah, or “the Day of the Convocation of the Trumpets,” Sept. 26th, 

2022.  So should we not look for the return of Christ till then?  No, of 

course not.  The condition the angel described to Daniel was “Blessed.”  

We cannot tell from this, if this blessedness is due to living to see 

Christ’s return, or whether it is only for those who are found acceptable 

through judgment and come to that last year. 

 

If the latter, and only the redeemed live to this “Blessed” state, then the 

question becomes, how long is the judgment?  The return of Christ must 

precede the judgment, by whatever length of time the judgment takes. 

 

Numbers which have been commonly speculated as appropriate lengths 

of times for judgment have been 10 years, which would have seen 

Christ’s return in 2012, or seven years which would have brought it in 

2015.  Both of these can be ruled out.  The next most likely length of 
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time for judgment would be 3½ years, which was the time of Jesus 

ministry.  That would bring the return of Christ at Passover this year, 

April 19th.  Another often suggested number for judgment is three years, 

which would be at Rosh Hashanah this year, at Sept. 30th.  But of course 

there are three major feast days in the seventh month.  Rosh Hashanah, 

as we’ve discussed on the first day of the month, the Day of Atonement 

or Yom Kippur on the tenth day of the month, and the Feast of 

Tabernacles, beginning on the 15th day of the month.  

 

But whether the “Blessed” state is the end of judgment, or the beginning 

of judgment, the year 2022 right now holds great promise to be one or 

the other.  As to the year 2022 marking the period of the “Blessed,” it is 

curious that this matches several other Jewish time frames.  For instance, 

under the Law of Moses, the Jews practice “the year of release,” which 

they called “Shemittah.”  This occurs every seven years, in which certain 

rests for the land, and other releases are made.  The next Shemittah 

observed by Israel will be from Sept. 7th, 2021 to Sept 26th 2022.  The 

last Shemittah was from Sept. 27th, 2014 to Sept. 13th 2015.  It is curious 

that in 2014 – 2015 we saw four eclipses of the moon, which seemed to 

define or frame that Shemittah year.  The eclipses occurred on each 

Passover, and each first day of the feast of Tabernacles in that year.  So 

the end of the next Shemittah is Sept. 2022. 

 

Another curious note from history and the year 2022 is found in the 

reckoning of the Jubilee years.  People have never been completely 

satisfied as to how to count Jubilees.  The Jubilee year follows the 

seventh Shemittah, or 49th year in a cycle.  The Jubilee then, is the 50th 

year.  Of this there is no doubt.  But is the Jubilee year actually the first 

year of the next series of Shemittahs, or does the next Shemittah not 

begin again till after the 50th year.  The difference is an important one, 

and would be the difference of whether Jubilees occur every 49 years, or 

every 50 years. 

 

It has always seemed that the only Scriptural guidance we have on the 

question, comes from Pentecost.  Pentecost is the fiftieth day after 

counting seven Sabbaths or 49 days from the first Sabbath after Passover.  

But even though Pentecost is the fiftieth day, it doesn’t delay or change 

the first day of the week by a day.  It is both the fiftieth day, and the first 

day of the week.  So the seven days always remain the same.  It seems to 

me that that is how Jubilee must also be calculated.  The fiftieth year of 

the series, is also the first year of the next series. 
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Reign of Josiah in 

Judah 

2CH 34:1 Josiah was eight years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem 
one and thirty years. 

641 

Josiah's Passover 2Ch_35:18-19  And there was no passover like to 
that kept in Israel from the days of Samuel the 
prophet; neither did all the kings of Israel keep 
such a passover as Josiah kept, and the priests, 
and the Levites, and all Judah and Israel that 
were present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
In the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah was 
this passover kept. 

624 

Death of Josiah, 

Reign of Jehoahaz  

2CH 36:2 Jehoahaz was twenty and three years 
old when he began to reign, and he reigned 
three months in Jerusalem. 

610 

Eze 1:1 5th of 

Jehoiachin's 
captivity, which is 

30 years from 

Josiah's Pass Over 

Eze 1:1-2  Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, 

in the fourth month, in the fifth day of the month, 

as I was among the captives by the river of 

Chebar, that the heavens were opened, and I saw 

visions of God. In the fifth day of the month, which 

was the fifth year of king Jehoiachin's captivity,  

 

594 

Prophesy of 

Ezekiel's Temple 50 

years since Josiah's 

Passover 

EZE 40:1 In the five and twentieth year of our 
captivity, in the beginning of the year, in the 
tenth day of the month, in the fourteenth year 
after that the city was smitten, in the selfsame 
day the hand of the LORD was upon me, and 
brought me thither.  

574 

 

So, how do we identify a Scriptural Jubilee?  Brethren, such as bro. 

Sulley, have noted that the great Passover in the 18th year of Josiah, was 

likely a Jubilee year.  There are several things which point to this being 

the case.  First, the numbering in Ezekiel is from this Passover.  In verse 

one, the 30th year referred to there, is also the fifth year of Jehoiachin’s 

captivity.  This would historically count back to this great Passover, 

indicating that they were counting years till the next Jubilee.   

 

Also, the prophesy of Ezekiel’s Temple is said to be in the twenty fifth 

year of Israel’s captivity.  This would be 20 years later than verse one, 

making the prophesy of the Temple 50 years or a Jubilee from Josiah’s 

great Passover.    

 

If this is truly the case, and if the 18th year of Josiah, when he celebrated 

the great Passover, was a Jubilee year as many think, then the Day of 

Atonement, 2022 is the start of a Jubilee.  The Shemittah would be over 

at the Convocation of the Trumpets, (first day of the seventh month) and 

the Jubilee would start on Yom Kippur (tenth day of the seventh month.) 

 

Josiah’s Passover in his 18th year would have been in April 624 BC.  The 

Jubilee would have started 6 months earlier in 623 BC.  If you run the 

numbers, you will find that there would have been 54 Jubilees from 

Josiah’s 18th year, to 2022.  54 Jubilees are 2,646 years (54 x 49.)  Add 
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that to the start of Josiah’s Jubilee year, of 522 BC and you come to 

2023.  But in archeology, there is no year “0.” So one must subtract a 

year when adding numbers crossing the “0” year for this calculation.  

Thus the last Shemittah would start 2021, and when complete 2022, ten 

days after the end of the Shemittah for that year as we have already 

discussed, the Jubilee would begin. 

 

It is impossible to say with complete certainty when Jesus will return.  It 

is impossible to say that we have even found the correct starting point for 

the prophesies of Daniel 12.  And we are mindful that times in the past, 

looked equally promising for the return of Christ, such as 1867, which 

bro. Thomas had focused so intently on.  But we can see that the 

circumstances are such, that we should all be ready at any time,, to hear 

the call to Sinai, for the final weeding out of the sheep and the goats. 

 

A Few Notes on Chronologies 
The chronology used in this magazine assumes that the Scriptures are 

inerrant.  Man’s most current archeological findings are  used where they 

can be made to harmonize with the Scriptures.  Where they can’t, man’s 

archeological dates are discarded.  Dates may appear a year off in places.  

This is generally due to different calendars, with different starting dates 

for each new year.  The Jewish religious calendar starts with the first day 

of spring.  The secular calendar of the Jews and most ancient nations 

began with the first day of fall.  While our calendar starts with January 1.   

 

Peace of God (Phil. 4:7) 
By bro. G. V. Growcott 

Everyone -- and everything -- is on a secondary level, in relation to our 

relationship to God. This includes our family, and the ecclesia, and the 

ecclesial world. Not that they are unimportant. They are very important 

to us. But they cannot -- in the ultimate -- mar or jeopardize our personal 

peace with God. Only we ourselves can do that. Our relationship to God 

must be such that WHATEVER else happens, it can only have a 

secondary effect upon us. Sometimes, indeed, a very major and serious 

effect -- but still secondary, and RELATIVELY minor, in comparison 

with our impregnable, unassailable peace with God. We must -- by 

deliberate concentration and effort -- get all things into their proper 

secondary perspective, if we are to have the Perfect Peace that Passeth 

Understanding. And we CAN have it. We MUST have it. This is spiritual 

success. All else is failure. God alone is immutable and unchanging. So 

He alone can be built on and depended on.   
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Hints For Bible Markers 
The Psalms 

Psalm 9:15 

“The heathen are sunk down in the pit that they made: in the net which 

they hid is their own foot taken.” 

We are again reminded of the approaching judgments on mankind. 

The very thing man trusts in, himself, will be the device by which they 

are taken. Just look at history. Not in a natural sense, but in a Scriptural 

sense. For when we consider history with a mind toward the Scriptures, 

we see history is nothing but fulfilled prophecy. And with an eye toward 

God working out his plan of salvation it can be plainly seen that 

throughout history man's own pits and nets are used against him. This is 

also a lesson for us when we realize God can and will use our own sins 

against us, that we might learn from our errors and use this knowledge to 

draw closer to him. Exodus 20:5-6 “for I the LORD thy God am a 

jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the 

third and fourth generation of them that hate me; (6) And showing mercy 

unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.” 

“But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul: all they that hate 

me love death.” (Proverbs 8:36). 

Psalm 9:16 

“The LORD is known by the judgment which he executeth: the wicked is 

snared in the work of his own hands. Higgaion. Selah.” 

Taking a moment to consider the end of this verse we find two words 

which may or may not be familiar to us. There has been some confusion, 

especially if one consults worldly commentators, as to the understanding 

and purpose of these words. 

Our brother Thomas in his profound work on God manifestation, 

Phanerosis (page 52, 1869 edition), wrote, “Selah! i.e., weigh, or 

consider!” (i.e. means in essence). Also, in a letter he wrote to another 

brother, which was published in the Christadelphian of 1874 (page 187), 

he said, “סלה is properly the imperative from the root sahlah, which 

signifies to lift up, to raise; hence, to suspend a balance, to weigh; and, 

therefore, metaphorically to consider.” 

James W. Thirtle in his book, The Titles of the Psalms explains “The 

word Higgaion which is rendered ‘meditation’ in Psalm 19 verse 14 

occurs as a solitary note after verse 16 of Psalm nine. There is no reason 

why it should not be rendered meditation there also, for the four verses 

that follow constitute the moral of the preceding portion of the Psalm.” 

 

Continued next month should the Lord will .                                                           

    bro. Beryl Snyder                                




