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foundest thanksgiving wherever the unsearchable riches

of Christ are heartily appreciated; and the sense of present
weakness and frequent shortcoming, will beget prayer for
assistance and forgiveness in every mind thirsting after
righteousness; while the sad spectacle and painful expe
riences of a world in rebellion against the true source of
its happiness, plunged in sin, and involved in its endless
attendant train of miseries, will move the heart to pray
for the consummation of God's purpose to bring all things

into harmony with Himself, by the manifestation of His
judgments, and the establishment of His Kingdom.
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Studies and Thoughts bybrotherjohnthomas
THE GLASSY SEA

"I SAW as it were a glassy sea which had been mingled with fire;
and the conquerors of the beast, and of his image,
and of his sign, and of the number of his name,

standing upon the glassy sea, having harps of the Deity,
And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of the Deity,

and the song of the Lamb, saying.
Great and marvellous are thy works, O Lord,

the Omnipotent Deity;
just and true are thy ways, O King of the Saints!

Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name'?
For thou only art absolutely pure (hosios):

for all the nations shall come and do homage before thee;
because thy righteous judgments (dikaiomata)

have been made manifest"— 15:2, 3

THE apocalyptic sea is that aggregation of "many waters"
out of which arose the beast having seven heads and ten horns
(Apoc. 13:1); and upon which sits the Drunken Harlot-Mother
of all the Gentile "Churches" (Apoc. 17:1, 5, 15).

This sea of nations encircling the Mediterranean, or "Great
Sea," is apocalyptically exhibited in two states—^in a state of
storm; and in a state of transparent calm. When John stood upon
its shore, and saw the beast arise, it was in an uproarious and
tempestuous agitation (Dan 7:2). The dominions of the House
of Esau, who lives by his sword (Gen. 27:40), do not arise in
times of tranquility and calm; these times ensue only when the
tumult and tempest of war are hushed; and then the conqueror
can stand upon it, and sing the song of victory.

Dominions, in a world like this, can only be founded, and
maintained by "fire and brimstone." In the days of old, they were
established by the sword, the spear, the battle-axe, and bow; but
in modern times, victory is said to be on the side of the heaviest
artillery; that is, where "the fire burning with brimstone" rages
with the greatest intensity.

Yahweh TzVaoth, in the days of Joshua, established His
Kingdom in the Holy Land, by the sword of Israel, strengthened
by His judgments poured out upon the helpless inhabitants of
the country: so also it is to be in the days of Jesus, called "the
Day of his power;" tYie Kingdom is to be established in the same
country by "fire burning with brimstone" in the hands of Israel,
commanded by the Saints; and strengthened with the Eternal
Power, "who rideth upon the heaven in their /ieZp"(Deut. 33:26).

In the Enghsh Version, the text before us reads, "a sea of glass
mingled with fire,"In the original it is not a substantive, but an
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adjective, as hyalinen, glassy, that is, smooth and transparent;
from hyaloSy a transparent stone, soft kind of crystal; also, glass.

"Mingled with fire"i^ also objectionable. This rendering rep
resents the conquerors as standing upon it, and singing the song
of victory, while the fire is flashing in consuming flames from the
sea. This would be to sing the song of victory before the victory
is won! The Saints do not perpetrate such an anachronism as
this. Flames of fire burning with brimstone were not flashing
like lightning and with the roar of "the Seven Thunders," when
John looked, and saw the divine harpists standing victorious
upon the sea. All this had passed away, and the sea which had
been thus convulsed, and commingled with the lightning and
thunderings proceeding from the throne (Apoc. 4:5), was now
"glassy like to crystal" (Apoc, 4:6).

This is clearly indicated in the word Memigmenen, agreeing
with thalassan, sea. Memigmenen is the perfect participle pas
sive, and signifies an action past: as, having been mingled, or
which had been mingled,
A sea lashed into fury by the four winds of the heaven, and

the bursting flames of the Seven Lamps of fire, which are the
Seven Spirits of the Deity sent forth from the throne into all the
earth (Apoc. 4:5: 5:6), is not "a glassy sea."
A sea of Mediterranean nations, commingled with armies

of valiant and lion-like Israelites, one of whom, like Samson of
old, shall chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight
(Deut. 32:30), commanded by the 144,000, and executing the
tormenting judgments of the Second and Third Angels, upon
Babylon and its beast, and image, and mark, and number of its
name; and upon the dominions outlying, or "without the city,"
until the end of the Sixteen Hundred Furlongs of time—is a sea
commingled with fire burning with brimstone; in other words, it
is a "Lake of Fire;" in which, while "the war of that great day of
the Almighty Deity" is in continuance, the Beast and his False
Prophet, and the ejected wicked, slothful, and unprofitable, serv
ants of the One-Talent class of saints, are all being scorched and
tormented in the presence of the Holy Angels, in the presence
of the Lamb: who shall tread these wicked as ashes under the
soles of their feet (Mai. 4:3), which are then "as pillars of fire"
'l^urning in a furnace" (Apoc. 10:1, 15).

This is vengeance in the day of vengeance, affording a practi
cal illustration of Paul's saying, that "the Deity is a consuming
fire;" and that "it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the
living God" (Heb. 10:31:12:29). But, how dijBferent the condition
of the called, and chosen, and faithful saints of the two-and-flve-
talent class at this time? In the day of His vengeance there are
among the nations wailing, blaspheming, and gnashing of teeth;
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but, on the other hand, "the righteous shall rejoice when he seeth
the vengeance; he shall wash his feet in the hlood of the wicked.
So that a man shall say, Verily there is a reward for the righteous:
verily there is Elohim judging in the earth" (PsOi. 58:10,11).

The sea had been mingled with fire, but the wrath had now
ceased to burn. The smoke from the glory of the Deity, and from
His power, no longer filled the Nave; so that now the conquerors
were able to enter into the peaceable possession and enjoyment
of the Kingdom, to stand upon the glassy sea, and to "rest from
their labors."

There was now, at the end of the forty years, 'before the throne
a glassy sea like unto crystal." Henceforth, the sea remains at
rest, perfectly calm, and smooth as glass.

"The wicked are like the troubled sea when it cannot rest,
whose waters cast up mire and G?ir^"(Isa. 57:20). Such a sea as
this is neither "glassy," nor "like to crystal." There is no trans
parency about it. Its waters are dark and muddy; and no light
can penetrate below its stormy surface.

But, when the lightnings and thunderings, and voices, which
proceed from the throne on Mount Zion, where stand the Lamb
and the 144,000 shall have done their work, the wicked, whom
Yahweh hath made for the day of evil (Prov. 16:4), in all their
temporal and spiritual organizations, as symbolized by the
beast, his image, his sign, and the number of his name, will
all have been purged from its waters; the mire and dirt will all
have subsided in the abyss, and its surface will be unruffled and
crystaline for a thousand years.
THE CONQUERORS ON THE GLASSY SEA

"And I saw the conquerors of the Beast, and of his image,
and of his sign, and of the number of his name,

standing upon the Glassy Sea,
having harps of the Deity."

The seven last plagues, in which has been filled up the wrath
of the Deity, having by the end of the one thousand six hundred
furlongs, or forty years of Micah, clarified the sea, and taught
the inhabitants of the world righteousness (Isa. 26:9), the time
will have arrived for the celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles

in the Kingdom of the Deity. The present constitution of Anti-
christendom in church and state, with all blasphemous dissent
ing "abominations," in the time of this great feast will have no
existence. They will all have been previously abolished as "lies,
vanity, and things in which there is no profit" (Jer. 16:19), by
the victorious saints, who in the time of the feast possess "the
Kingdom, and Dominion, and the Greatness of the Kingdom
under the whole heaven" (Dan. 7:27). Not one rival dominion
exists to dispute with them the sovereignty of the world; which
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henceforth is ruled in righteousness by them who had learned
righteousness in faith and practice, in a previous state of
tribulation and reproach. These are now the victors, standing
triumphantly upon the arena of their conquests.

In the days of their "patience," they kept the works of the
Spirit to the end; in reward for which, they now receive author
ity over the nations, and power to rule them with a rod of iron
(Apoc. 2:26, 27).

The sea, no longer mingled with fire, upon which they stand
victorious, is a sea of peaceful nations, which have 'T^eaten their
swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks;"
and abandoned forever the study of the most effectual means
by which they can ruin and destroy one another.

"Glory to the Deity in the highest heavens, over the earth
peace, and good will among men," now the order of the day.
The glassy sea of nations is now irradiated with the glory of
Yahweh, which shines through its translucent waters to its
utmost bounds and lowest depths. Its nations are now 'iDlessed
in Abraham and his Seed," having been previously "justified
by faith"; and "joined to Yahweh for a people to him" (Gal. 3:8;
Zech. 2:11).

The twelve tribes of Jacob are no longer dispersed in the lands
of their enemies. Not one of them is left a wanderer among the
nations (Deut. 30:4); but all have returned to their possessions
and rejoice before Yahweh their Elohim (Lev. 23:40).

The nations, now enlightened, also rejoice with them; because
their engraftment into their own olive tree has proved to be life
from the dead to the world (Deut. 32:43; Rom. 11:15).

"The stone which the builders refused hath become the Head
of the Comer "(Psa. 118:22).
He stands with his brethren on this glassy sea, which extends,

as an immense plain, from before the throne on Mount Zion.—
"This is the day which Yahweh hath made; we will rejoice,

and be glad in i^"(Psa. 118:24).
"From now will his Name be blessed, even for the Olahm; from

the rising of the sun to his going down the Name of Yahweh be
praised: for He is exalted above all the nations; and his glory
above the heavens"(Pssl, 113:2, 3).

Jesus and his brethren "glorified together" (Rom. 8:17) are
the conquerors, who, by the Spirit's aid and co-operation, have
subdued the world, and possess it as their own. They are "a mul
titude which no man can number, clothed with white robes and
palms in their hands" (Apoc. 7:9-17). Their square is 144,000.

The "palms," the symbol of victory, connect them with the
Feast of Tabernacles, in the celebration of which they rejoice,
and are glad as the harps of the Deity.
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What a glorious orchestra they will be, when established over
the nations as their immortal and sovereign rulers, they shall
celebrate their triumph in the songs of Moses and the Lamb!

In that day, they will say—"Praise ye Yahweh, proclaim his
Name, declare his doings among the people, make mention that
his Name is exalted. Sing unto Yahweh; for he hath done excel
lent things: this is known in all the earth. Cry out, and shout,
thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy One of Israel in the
midst of thee" 12:4-6).

Second Voyage To Australia
(Continued)

Wednesday, September 14, 1898—^AT HAWAII (RECENTLY
ANNEXED TO THE U.S.)
On Wednesday, we reached Hawaii, the chief of the Sandwich

Islands. The crew of the vessel took special interest in this ar
rival, as Hawaii had been annexed to the United States since
the last visit of the Alameda to Honolulu, the capital of Hawaii.
But the people on shore made no demonstration, as another
American steamer had been before the Alameda and received

the ovation which the Alameda expected.
The possession of Hawaii will be of great value to the United

States as a coaling station on these wide seas so far from her
own coast—at least 2,000 miles. A coaling station in the Pacific
had become important to her with the development of her naval
power within the last 20 years; but now that she has become
an Asiatic power with the conquest of the Philippines become a
matter of necessity.

The annexation of territory outside the limits of the States
is a departure from the policy hitherto recognized, but has been
forced on her by the stress of circumstances. There is a greater
stress at the door, under the pressure of which—surrender—not
annexation—^will be the new experience of the Stars and Stripes.
All Gentile power on sea and land will be swept into Judah's
lap. To Shiloh shall the gathering of the people be.
We moored at a wharf in Honolulu about 8.30 a.m. in the

harbor, there was a considerable assembly of shipping, includ
ing a U.S. battleship Philadelphia, anchored midstream. The
formidable craft was naturally an object of much interest, at
the present time, when the war between America and Spain is
just over.

An interesting incident occurred just before we left. An
American troopship, the Scandia, sailed for Manilla with some
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troops and treasure on board in succor of Admiral Dewey. As she
passed the frowning battleship, the large crew of the latter broke
out into loud roars of hearty cheering, to which the crew of the
Scandia responded. The effect was quite thrilling.
EIGHT HOURS AT HONOLULU: AN INSPECTION TOUR

ASHORE

The Alameda stayed about eight hours at Honolulu, which
gave the passengers ample time to go ashore. I made a tour of
the streets, but did not enjoy it much, as I had a bad night the
night before, through the excessive motion of the vessel and the
oppressive heat. I visited the grounds of the palace, or the beau
tiful building which was the palace of Hawaii when the deposed
queen reigned, but is now turned into administrative offices.
The surroundings were as lovely as carefully trained tropical
vegetation could make them. I exchanged not a single word with
anyone, and returned after four hours' ramble to the ship.

As the time of departure grew near, the number of people on
the wharf increased greatly, and they were quite an interesting
study for a long time. Though there was a large sprinkling of
natives, they were mostly European residents come to see friends
off. Their gay attire was quite striking. They were mostly dressed
in white, which of itself was very pretty, but besides this, almost
everyone was lavishly decked with garlands of brightest hues—
yellow, red, green, of the loudest color. These garlands were
thrown around their shoulders and twisted round their hats in
the most lavish manner.

I asked if the people always dressed like that. 'WeU, yes, pretty
much; when they come to see their friends off." There were plenty
of flowers and they used them freely.

There was an hour of great and hearty bustle, as forty new
passengers and bands of friends trouped aboard and filled the
decks and saloons. The general type was inferior as you came
to look at them closely; and the Creole element predominated.
How interesting the human race will be, when not only gaudy
color, but grace and excellence bearing the closest inspection will
characterize the populations everywhere, blessed with Abraham
and his seed.

LEAVING HONOLULU: AN INTERESTING CABINMATE

We steamed out of Honolulu harbor about 5 o'clock in the
evening. The ship was much liveher with the addition of over forty
new saloon passengers; but the rough water soon quieted things
down. An unwelcome change was the addition of a clergyman,
and also the intrusion of a companion into my sleeping cabin.
The presence of the former blocked the way on Sunday for any
further exhibition of the Truth. The addition of the latter put an
404 Berean2018



end to the privacy which is desirable in travel.
However, the latter disadvantage was compensated by the

interest of my companion. I could not imagine when I first saw
him who he could be. He was decked up in garlands on hat and
coat like the rest of the people, and so were the friends who came
to see him off. It seemed to me he might he a native of Hawaii,
hut I discovered at last that he was an educated Italian from San

Francisco, where he practiced dentistry. He had come from San
Francisco, intending to go forward to Australia for the benefit
of his health, but had been so upset by the voyage to Honolulu,
that he resolved to go straight back by the first steamer—^which
happened to be the Alameda, on the very day of his arrival in
the Moana.

I found him very interesting company, though compelled to
keep his bunk all the time. He had been thoroughly educated,
as dentistry in the States requires, and was quite au fait in the
scientific theories of the time. While recognizing these theories
so far as they rested on demonstrations, he dissented from their
dogmatic exclusion of the divine. He said the divine was the
ultimate explanation of the evolution of all force. The life-cell
might be the material out of which all life was organized, but
who made the life-cell? Molecular combinations might explain
the differentiation of substances, but whence came the combi
nations? To speak offeree" explained nothing, but only blinded
the eye.
We had many interesting conversations, and at last got deeply

into the Truth; I gave him a copy of Christendom Astray. Wheth
er anything will come of it time will show. Though an Italian,
he was a native of San Francisco, born of Italian parents, who
emigrated from Genoa in the troublous times of 1849.
Thursday, September 15, 1898—THE STEWARD IS
CONVINCED OF THE TRUTH

On Thursday, September 15th, I found a note pushed under
my cabin door, signed by the captain's steward, saying that
with surprise he had just discovered the author of Christendom
Astray was on board, and he had read that book (though not
under that name) four years ago, and was convinced it set forth
the truth, but had not followed it up for one or two reasons, as
to which, he desired some conversation.

I replied by note, and an interview came off in the saloon
at a convenient hour two nights afterwards. I found him an
earnest young man of about 30, who had taken to a steward's
life for the benefit of his health, but found ship life unfavorable
to spiritual well-being, and had resolved to give it up in due
course and return to business in Sydney, to which he belonged.
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His people were Wesleyans, and strongly opposed to the Truth,
but he felt sure it was right and was desirous of getting into the
right association. We had a long and interesting conversation,
which ended in my giving him a note of introduction to brother
Bell and brother Jackson.

About the same time, the bath steward asked me if I was not
Mr. Roberts of the Christadelphians. He said he had met our
people in South Africa and was impressed by the strength of
their arguments. But for himself, he had been inclined to accept
the Theosophic view. Life seemed a great mystery, and it was a
rather pleasing thought that we were passing through this evil
state merely to gain experience.

I replied in brief that a view might be pleasing, but not true.
The great question should be—^What is truth? On such a mat
ter as God's purpose with human life upon the earth, we could
know nothing apart from information God might be pleased to
communicate. He had communicated His mind freely. The record
was in the Scriptures, and our only hope in the question lay in
familiarity with them.

The Theosophist and every other class started with a specu
lation with which the Bible was at war—to the effect that man

was an immortal being and continued to live after he was dead.
The Bible doctrine was that man was mortal because of sin and

that hope lay through Christ by resurrection. I advised him to
look into it.

Sunday, September 18, 1898—THE LAST SUNDAY: CLERGY
BLOCKS LECTURE

Sunday, September 18th, was our last Sunday at sea. I would
have been asked to lecture again, but a clergyman blocked the way
morning and evening—^not to the satisfaction of the passengers,
who used very disrespectful, but not untrue words, in describing
his sermonic performances.
Monday, September 19, 1898

Next day, the passengers were all bright and cheerful at the
prospect of landing. Passed the Coptic, a large steamer outward
bound from San Francisco for Honolulu and Hong Kong—^the first
vessel we have seen on the wide waste of waters for three weeks.

When we left Auckland, we had a flock of sheep penned away on
deck at the stern—^in the very worst position—just over the screw
and where there is the greatest heave of the vessel. I spoke to them
frequently during the voyage. They were quietly responsive with
ear and eye to the voice of sympathy. They thinned in number
as the time wore on. Yesterday, they were all gone. I asked what
had become of them.

'We have eaten them," was the answer of a gentleman, who
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suggested early in the voyage that perhaps they had souls.
In that case, I remarked, we are cannibals. He gave the kind

of squirm that signifies a nonplussed state of the intellect. But
on the serious side, I thought to myself, the men around us will
all disappear as completely, though not in the same way. The
very figure is used by the Spirit of God—"Like sheep they are
laid in the grave; death shall feed on them."

It may be retorted, "So will you." It might have been so said
to David. What would have been his rejoinder?
"GOD WILL REDEEM MY SOUL FROM THE POWER OF

THE GRAVE." "THE UPRIGHT SHALL HAVE DOMINION

OVER THEM IN THE MORNING!" (To be continued, God willing)

Living Sacrifice
By BRO. G. V. GROWCOTT

(Continued)

THE BURNT OFFERING. This was completely consumed
upon the altar—except the skin which went to the priest. This
point is interesting, because the skin is the covering, the cloak of
righteousness. In symbolism of the slain lamb, God covered the
sin and nakedness of Adam and Eve with coats of skins. Their

own skin was not an acceptable covering: rather it exposed and
emphasized their shameful nakedness.

The Burnt Offering is the basic sacrifice. The two lambs every
day, and all the principal sacrifices every week, every month, on
all the feast days, and on all special and solemn occasions—^were
all whole Burnt Offerings. This offering symbolized the complete
dedication and devotion of the life to God that is essential to gain
His favor. This is perhaps the biggest and most vital lesson of the
entire sacrificial picture. Until and unless we realize that the
essence of our covenant with God is that we give our whole lives
to His service, we have no hope of life. For the dedication of this
very brief life of probation. He has promised an eternity of purest,
highest joy.

At the very best and most that we can do, the requirements
and the reward are infinitely out of proportion—^we can give
nothing remotely comparable to what we receive. But God does
require (and what could be more reasonable) as an evidence of
our love, all that we have: all our heart and strength and life
and mind. The Whole Burnt Offering, completely consumed on
the altar and arising as a sweet-smelling savor to God, teaches
us that to attain to the glories of eternity we must constantly
labor to bring all our time and energies into the service of God.
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The sacrifices were typical. They were shadows. They were
pictorial representations of what must happen in reality in us,
if we are to be acceptable to God.

'Ye also as living stones are built up a spiritual house, an
holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices" {1 Pet. 2:5).

Therefore, this Whole Burnt Offering must have its counter
part in us. It is just as if God said directly to us, "This is what
I require of you." Indeed, He does through Paul say so—

"Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God,
which is your reasonable service" (Rom. 12:1).
And it is a reasonable service. In view of the infinite magni

tude and glory of what God promises, an5d:hing less would not be
reasonable. Anything less than a living sacrifice, a Whole Burnt
Offering, would be an insult to God. And we must not only give
ourselves wholly to God. Even that is not enough. We must do
it eagerly, with the oil of joy without which no sacrifice was ac
ceptable (except in some cases where the specific omission of the
oil had a particular significance). We must truly see and realize
the necessity and the beauty and fittingness and desirability
of so doing. It must be a deep and true and satisfying pleasure.
We must develop a spiritual state of mind wherein we are not
able to be happy doing anything less.

Out of the travail of all our problems there must be born
in each of us something very wonderful and very unworldly;
something very personal and individual; something very beau
tiful and spiritual. If this occurs, all the travail is worthwhile.
We must perceive in all that happens a divine, loving means
working out a glorious end. Very little in this life will be as we
desire it to be. But we have the all-sufficient assurance that all

will be exactly as God desires it to be.
-k -k -k

Let us never think of sacrifice in the common, debased sense
of the term as men use it—as a loss, a deprivation, a giving up of
something. The word doesn't mean that. Men in their ignorance
and self-commendation have added that. Sacrifice is a humble,
joyful, eager yielding of the self to God in love and thanksgiving,
without any assumption of self-glory for some supposed noble
self-deprivation.

Literally, the word in English simply means "holy act, deed
or work of holiness." The original Bible words for sacrifice just
mean "gift, offering, drawing near, devotion, dedication."
We have nothing to "sacrifice." All is God's to begin with. We

can never give God an3d:hing but our love and our intelligent
worshipful realization of the goodness and beauty of all His
ways. The joy and satisfaction of love is in giving. Giving is the
408 Berean 2018



essence of love. If giving is not its heart and joy, then it is not
love, but lust. Love gives, lust wants. The world cannot see the
difference.

God is love. He wants to give. It is His essence. He wants to
pour out showers of blessing and goodness upon us, but He can
do it only where there is an intelligent appreciation of the true
facts of life that He has revealed, and a deep and unshakable
commitment in the heart to live in harmony with them. Where
there is ignorance of the true realities of life, as in the natural
mind of the flesh, or where there is unwillingness to conform
the life to the things of God, where lust and greed and pride
and pleasure are allowed to pull in the other direction, then God
cannot bless.

ie * -k

THE PEACE OFFERING. This was voluntary. It was never
commanded specifically, except on the occasion of Pentecost. And
this exception is fitting, for the Pentecost symbolizes the First-
fruits of Christ's coming: the marriage supper of the Lamb—^the
great consummation of the communion of God with His people
taken out of all the previous ages of the world.

In the Peace Offering the offerer himself partook. The Peace
Offering was the culminating offering, the joyous offering, the
partaking of holy food belonging to God, in His house, as His
guest and companion. In this offering, God and the priest and
the worshipper all shared. There was a portion for each. Here is
the perfect union and fellowship of the believer with God through
Christ: the covenant meal of friendship and loving intimacy,
foreshadowing the great fruition and fulfilment of the eternal
divine plan.

But though this was a voluntary offering of the offerer's
spontaneous freewill and thanksgiving, still there were many
specific details of procedure that had to be followed exactly for
the offering to be a blessing and not an abomination. Here is
vividly emphasized the lesson that we must be taught of God
in everything. Of ourselves we know nothing of eternal truth,
and we can do nothing right, even our thanksgiving, without
divine instruction.

This offering must be completely eaten the same day it was
offered (or, in some cases, by the following day). If any part was
left any longer, it was an abomination. There are several lessons
here. First, the general one of obedience: It must be God's way,
even though the offering was voluntary. Then hoarding was
discouraged. This is the lesson of the manna. The blessings of
God must, in faith, be put to current use in His service. Hoarding
is faithlessness and idolatry.

Then the related virtue of generosity. To get it all eaten, the
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offerer was expected to share the feast with others, with the
poor, especially the poor among the Levites who were devoted to
the service of God and dependent on the offerings of the faithful
Israelites for their sustenance.

There is another regulation concerning the Peace Offering
that is solemnly thought-provoking. Though it was a joyful and
freewill offering to God, yet if any ate of it while unclean by
reason of contact with death or unclean objects, he was to be put
to death. God is a consuming fire to the careless and unheeding.
By being given to God, this food became holy, bringing great
responsibility to any who partook of it. The eater must be made
and kept clean in the God-appointed way, or he would be cut off
from life.

What a sobering consideration—^right in the midst of the most
joyous and God-directed activity—^Israel was called to holiness.
They were to be a pure nation of priests to dwell in the presence
of God. Tremendous blessings were theirs if faithful, but also
tremendous responsibilities. Even in this joyful Peace Offering,
there could be no carelessness or thoughtlessness or forgetting
of the duties of the divine relationship; no heedless or casual
contact or association with the unclean. We are told that all this

was for lessons and warnings to us—
"Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread,

and drink of that blood" {1 Cor. 11:28).
In the memorial feast, we fellowship at God's table, as did

the partaker of the Peace Offering. This bread and wine mean
joyful eternal life, i/we partake worthily, i/we realize and live
up to our great responsibilities; i/we are faithful and sincere in
our solemn covenant of the complete dedication of our lives to
the work and service of God—^to separation from the world and
all its uncleanness.

THE SIN OFFERING and the TRESPASS OFFERING dealt

with different aspects of sin. The regulations are quite different.
The animal for the Sin Offering varied according to whether
the sin was by the Congregation, a Priest, a Ruler, or one of
the people: for the Trespass Offering it did not vary. The Sin
Offering did not require restitution; the Trespass Offering did.
The Sin Offering seemed to deal more broadly and generally
and fundamentally with sin: this was the offering for sin in the
national festivals. The Trespass Offering was more specifically
for individuals.

In connection with both, sins of ignorance are referred to,
and must be atoned for by sacrifice. This is an interesting con
sideration. If we look back twenty, or ten, or even five years, we
shall realize—i/we have grown in our knowledge of God—^that
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much of what we did at that time was tainted with the sin of

ignorance. We see now where we were then limited in our spirit
and attitude and understanding.

And we can be quite sure, though we cannot see it now, that
if we continue to study and meditate upon the Word of God, in
another five or ten years (if we are still in this present probation)
we shall be able to look back and discern many of our present
limitations and shortcomings that we are blind to today. And
so it continues throughout our life. We live under the constant
shadow of sins of ignorance, and we must constantly pray for
God's mercy on them.

There must be a constant growth of knowledge and under
standing in the ways of God and the spirit of Christ. For each
added day of life and opportunity that is given us, more will be
expected of us in character and labor and understanding. Woe
betide that slothful servant who has not been using all his time
in labor and preparation for his Lord!

*  *

We must overcome—not to absolute perfection, because that
for us is impossible—^but to perfection within the framework
of the definition of Scripture, and the merciful appointments
of God. Perfection is required by God. In His holiness He can
tolerate no less. And in His love He has provided for it—^by our
constant effort toward perfection, and by the constant wash
ing and repurifying in the blood of Christ. Every sin must be
washed away in that blood. Every sin must be repented of and
repudiated. We must stand pure before God to be accepted.
We are so constituted in weakness that we do not and can

not even know all our sins. Every thought out of harmony with
the perfection of God and with absolute truth is sin. In the
imperfection of our mind and knowledge and weakness of the
flesh, we cannot help but constantly sin—constantly fall short
of perfection. But He has graciously provided for this too—

"The Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what
we should pray for as we ought..."
—^we do not know, we cannot know, to perfection what we should
pray for—^what sins of weakness and ignorance and incomplete
ness and partial comprehension we should pray to be forgiven
for and cleansed from. We are slowly learning, slowly advancing
toward the goal of perfect understanding—

"... we know not what we should pray for as we ought, hut
the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings that
cannot be uttered, and He that searcheth the heart knoweth what
is the mind of the Spirit"

For deliberate sin, there was and is no forgiveness. But some
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sins which we would consider deliberate were forgiven—so we
cannot judge others. The sabbath day gatherer of sticks was put
to death; David's murder and adultery were forgiven. Only God
knows where to draw the line as to what is deliberate rebellion,
and what is weakness for this poor erring flesh.

For ourselves, we must always bear in mind the danger, re
membering with trembling that God will not be mocked. He will
not for a moment tolerate rebellion. Whenever we do anjd^hing
we know is wrong, however small it may be, we are treading on
the loose gravel of the edge of the precipice of no return—

"God is not mocked ... God hath no pleasure in fools"
For others, we must always be prepared to forgive and receive,

and leave the flnal judgment to God Who knows each heart.
*  ★ *

THE MEAL OFFERING, always of wheat, was a thankful
recognition of the care of God in the daily bread, and a presenting
to God of the fruit of daily toil.
THE DRINK OFFERING of wine was an outpouring of

spiritual rejoicing and zealous gladness and thankfulness of
heart, essential to make the other offerings acceptable to God.

And three things must accompany the sacrifices: the SALT
of purity and uncorruptness—

"Ye are the salt of the earth"
The OIL of knowledge and enlightenment in the Spirit—
^Ye are the light of the world,"
And the sweet INCENSE of faithful prayer—
"Pray without ceasing: in everything give thanks."

ic -k -k

THE PASSOVER was a special sacrifice, a sacrifice of special
deliverance. Its ordinances were unique, but it most closely re
sembled the Peace Offering. All of it except the blood and fat was
eaten by the offerers themselves. Unlike the Peace Offering, none
was given to the priests, for when it was first instituted there
was no separate priestly class. It portrays Israel in its highest
relationship to God as a holy people, a nation of priests.

The Passover lamb was given special attention and care.
It was roasted whole, and no bones were broken—especially
pointing to Christ's offering. Bitter herbs were to be eaten with
it, representing salvation through sorrow and suffering.

It was to be partaken of in active readiness for a journey—^with
feet shod, loins girded, and staff in hand. Christ our Passover
is sacrificed for us, and we too must keep the feast in a state of
readiness for the journey, wherever it may lead—^recognizing
that we have here no continuing city. Nothing of the present is
permanent or important. We must keep ourselves lightly loaded
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and travel-girded, careful not to build ties and possessions in
this present evil world.

The Passover must be accompanied, Paul says (1 Cor. 5:8), by—
"The unleavened bread of SINCERITY and TRUTH"

Sincerity and Truth are powerful and beautiful words: powerful
and beautiful qualities. Sincerity is purity from any pretense
or hypocrisy or deception. Truth is freedom from any error or
falsehood or mistake. These are divine qualities, not common to
mankind. Very few will hold firmly and faithfully to sincerity and
truth when a small degree of concealment or misrepresentation
will save them loss, or get them gain. But such are no use to a
holy God—

"Thou desirest Truth in the inward parts" (Psa, 51:6),
Only those who in spiritual wisdom perceive the living

beauty—and dedicate their lives to the principles—of Sincerity
and Truth are acceptable into God's family. By nature, we are
all creatures of error and subterfuge and deception. Lying and
evasion for self-protection comes naturally right from childhood.
Sincerity must be learned. We must be shown and perceive the
beauty of the better, more excellent way. Pure, guileless sincerity
is essential to holiness.

We must not look upon sacrifice as a "giving up" of something.
It is a gaining and receiving; a joy and a privilege. It is the
highest and most satisfying use to which we may put anything
we have, including our own selves and our lives. To a mature
mind, there should be no particular pleasure in just possessing
something. It is exceedingly juvenile to get pleasure merely in
possession—^it is a shallow, silly, selfish, unhealthy pleasure, not
worthy of the name of pleasure. The pleasure and satisfaction
should come in the use to which anything is put, in the good
that can be accomplished by means of it.
And the greatest mature satisfaction comes from putting all

we have to the highest and best use, THIS IS SACRIFICE.
Christ, in perfect wisdom, put his whole life to the best pos

sible use: he accomplished with it the utmost possible good. He
reversed the whole trend of history from failure to success. He
turned death into eternal life, and sorrow into eternal joy, for
all who have the wisdom to lay hold upon what he accomplished
for them.

Do we detract from the preciousness and nobility of the
sacrifice of Christ by saying that sacrifice is not sacrifice in the
common, worldly, self-commending use of the term? Do we rob
him of the recognition that he gave up everything, and suffered
everything, for his brethren?

By no means. He did not give up anything worthwhile', rather
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he achieved and gained everything worthwhile. There was no
self-pity, no self-glory, no self-delusion, in his sacrifice—^his pure
offering, his drawing near, his gift to God, his "deed of holiness."
Christ did not look upon himself as a martyr, but as the most
highly privileged, the most really blessed, the most deeply hon
ored of all mankind.

It was his infinite blessing and riches to be the perfect mani
festation of the love and beauty of God, the perfect manifestation
of God Himself, to be ever in perfect communion with God—

"I AND MY FATHER ARE ONE" (Jn. 10:30).
He was a man of sorrows; but he was also a man of tran-

scendant joy. He spoke of that glorious, unquenchable inner joy
on the very eve of the terrible ordeal of the crucifixion—

"These things have I spoken that my joy might remain in you,
and that your joy might be full" On. 15:11).
We read on two occasions that Jesus wept. There must have

been many, many, occasions that he wept. His life was a life of
weeping—but not for himself. On him was laid the burden of
the sorrows of all the world, and it was his glorious, suffering
joy to take them all upon him, and to bear them all away.

Love not only gives. It takes. It gives of goodness, and comfort,
and strength, and courage. It takes of sorrow, and fellow-feeling,
and shared bitterness in the fellowship of suffering. If it does
not do both—^if it shrinks from either task—^it is not love.

We may bring ourselves to the giving part, and triumph glo
riously in it, and we think our love is complete. But if we shrink
or run away from the taking part, it really is not love. We have
not yet attained.

"Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us ..."
"He is the mercy-seat for our sins ..."
"This cup is the New Covenant in my blood ..."
"If we walk in the Light—if we WALK IN THE LIGHT—the

blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from ALL sin."

The Lamentations Of Jeremiah
By BRO. E.. F. HIGHAM, SR.

(Continued)

"Without faith it is impossible to please God" (Heb. 11:6).
David rejoiced in God's help and constantly declared His

praise—
"He is my shield and the horn of my salvation"{2 Sam. 22:3).
And, as if to typify the age of faith in God, we find Solomon

making three hundred shields of beaten gold, speaking of faith
tried and refined through persecution and trial. Remember
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Gideon's three hundred chosen warriors of faith.

Carrying the picture into New Testament exhortation, Paul
said to the Ephesians and to all those of faith—

"Above all, taking the shield of faith wherewith ye shall be
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked" 6:16).

But the gold of Solomon's age soon became dim, even before
the passage of forty years. The riches, which God had given to
Solomon, became in themselves the object of trust rather than
the Giver. As in most things, man has failed to grasp the import
of Divine appointments, rather having placed confidence in the
external things themselves. The gold was used to purchase
defensive leagues with other nations and to glorify the flesh.
How striking then is the early reference in the days of Solo

mon's son, Rehoboam, to the coming of Shishak and his taking
of the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the three hundred
shields of gold, which Solomon had made. It was a sad typifica-
tion of the departure of trust in God from the hearts of Israel's
kings. Rehoboam's act of replacing the shields with those of
brass only served to accentuate the breach; for shields of brass
can only symbolize confidence in the flesh.

Thereafter we only get brief flashes of golden character as we
follow David's descendants to the days of Zedekiah. The golden
faith in God had become dim; had been changed into faith in
men and nations. How often do we read of the treasures of gold
being stripped from the Temple to purchase foreign assistance!
Need we wonder at the prophet's lament at the lack of faith
evidenced in Judah in his days?

"The stones of the sanctuary are poured out in the top of every
street"QijSim. 4:1).

The scriptural use of stone speaks to us of a foundation, a
pillar, a witness, and as an object of support or soundness. We
find that stone pillars were used as a remembrance of covenants
or agreements. We call to mind the incident of the strife between
Jacob and Laban, and the pillar of witness that they set up,
giving it the name of Mizpah, meaning "The heap of witness."

Peter the apostle, was called Cephas, meaning a rock or stone.
His record of faithful service gives force to his typical name. In
the dark days toward the end of Christ's ministry when asked
if he would leave his Master, he said—

"To whom shall we go?—thou hast the words of eternal life"
(Jhn. 6:68).

With these things in mind, Peter was later inspired to write—
"Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an

holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God
by Jesus Christ"{1 Pet. 2:5).
And he continues, quoting from the Old Testament Scriptures—
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"Behold I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious ...
Unto you therefore he is precious"{1 Pet. 2:6 7).

In the wilderness wanderings at Rephidim, Moses was com
manded to smite the Rock to make provision for Israel's thirst
for life-giving water. The spiritual thought of this incident is
shown by the words of Paul and Peter—

"Our fathers did all drink the same spiritual drink; for they
drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them; and that Rock
was Christ" {1 Cor. 10:4).

"This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders,
which is become the head of the corner" {Acts 4:11).

The prophet Jeremiah would witness the desolations which
had been brought upon the glorious Temple of Solomon by gen
eration after generation of wickedness, plunder and neglect;
finally culminated by the destruction under Nebuchadnezzar.
Jeremiah records the details of the devastation both of Temple
and city in the final chapter of his prophecy, chapter 52.

But to such a man of faith the literal Temple was but a tem
porary stepping stone to the spiritual Rock which was to come
afterwards. His mind was on the stones of faith, those prophets
and faithful men who had suffered and died to maintain alight
the embers of the Spirit's teaching.

There are many illustrations which could be shown of the
pouring out of the lively stones from God's Temple at the hands of
wicked men, both in imprisonments and death. It was a long and
bitter record Israel had inscribed against God's faithful ones—

^Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets and wise men,
and some of them ye shall kill and crucify ... that upon you may
come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood
of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, son ofBarachias"
(Matt. 23:34-35).

It was shortly after this that Christ's disciples pointed out the
Temple of Herod with its beautiful stones, to whom he replied—

"There shall not be left one stone upon another" QAditt. 24:2).
All the literal stones would be thrown down. Another day of

darkness was fast approaching for Israel. It was brought about
by the Roman legions under Titus in A.D. 70. The ruined state
was to continue until the end of Gentile times. The Abomination

that maketh desolate still stands on the glorious holy mountain.
Is it possible that Christ had a deeper meaning in his words

when referring to these stones? Isn't it possible that the real
stones are again the faithful servants who have been poured out
in the top of every street, through the long night of Gentile times?
Pagan and nominal "Christian" alike have lent their hands to
the destructive work.

The destruction and scattering of the living stones is but for
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a period. The glorious return of the Chief Cornerstone and the
resurrection to endless hfe of the faithful stones draws very near.

Amos, Ezekiel and Paul in the Spirit's words illustrate the
"raising up of the tabernacle of David" which had fallen because
of wickedness. They speak of a wonderful day for Israel when
all nations shall flow to the glorious Temple in Jerusalem, real
izing that their fathers have inherited lies, but that in the pure
religion of that Age there is truth and salvation.

So also the lively stones, which have been ground and polished
through much tribulation, shall be revealed as the beautiful
spiritual Temple of the Creator, wherein He will dwell with men
in the fullest sense.

"Behold the Tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell
with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall
be with them, and be their God" (Rev. 21:3).

*  * *

"The precious sons of Zion, comparable to fine gold, how are
they esteemed as earthen pitchers, the work of the hands of the
potter!" (Lolioi. 4:2).

The age of faith in God had passed. That spiritual frame of
mind illustrated by David, who was precious in God's sight,
who was termed a man after God's own heart, had given place
to flesh glorification.

Man, as naturally constituted, is considered but an earthen
pitcher, or container. His acceptability to God as a container is
only measured by what he puts in. If he has but earthly sensual
thoughts, he simply remains an earthen vessel. He has added
no other characteristics to distinguish him from his original el
ements—"Dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou return!" {Gem.
3:19). But if he fill himself with the Divine attributes of mercy,
kindness, longsuffering, gentleness and meekness—having re
sponded with wholehearted obedience to God's requirements—
he takes on a reflection of his Creator, Who is the Potter.

"God, Who commanded the light to shine out of darkness,
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ...

"But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excel
lency of the power may be of God, and not of us" (2 Cor. 4:6 7).

If we permit the Divine impressions to be molded into our
characters we become vessels meet for the Master's use. We

become precious sons of Zion, comparable unto fine gold. But if
there is no response to the hand of the Potter, if we are brittle
and not pliable, if we become marred in the forming, we remain
vessels of wrath, fit only for destruction.

The prophet Jeremiah now was witnessing the fulfillment of
Berean 2018 417



his earlier words to Judah in chapters 18 and 19. In chapter 18
the prophet is instructed to go to the potter's house and observe
the potter at his work. The lesson was that God was the Potter
and would direct the circumstances of men and nations according
to their attitude toward Him. If they repented of evil ways, God
would turn from His wrath and bless them. So also if a people
had been promised blessings at the Creator's hands, and they
turned away to wickedness, God would withdraw His blessings.

The enacted parable was lost on Judah for they replied to
the prophet's words of exhortation to repentance—

"We will walk after our own devices, and we will everyone do
the imagination of his evil heart"{JeY. 18:12).

Chapter 19 carries the parable to its climax as Jeremiah takes
an earthen bottle to the refuse dump of the city of Jerusalem,
even to the valley of Hinnom, in the presence of the elders of
his people. There he expostulates with them of all their wick
edness in worshipping strange gods, and sacrificing their sons
to Baal, and causing them to pass through fire in offerings to
these heathen abominations. Then he broke the earthen bottle,
saying—

"Even so will I break this people and this city, as one breaketh
a potter's vessel" 19:11).

Thus, the prophet contemplating the ruins in later years
would call to mind the parable—
"How are they esteemed as earthen pitchers, the work of the

hands of the potter!" (Lom, 4:2).
•k -k -k

"The daughter of my people is become cruel" (Loim. 4:3).
The prophet now draws our attention to a characteristic

which was evident amongst the greater part of the population
of Jerusalem in his time. It is only necessary to make a compar
ison or two to observe the reasons for this degeneracy in God's
people. First let us consider God's attributes as proclaimed by
Himself—

"The Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and
abundant in goodness and in truth; keeping mercy for thousands,
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sm.^"(Ex. 34:6-7).

These loving characteristics were manifested throughout
God's dealings with His people. They were exhibited, not only
for Israel to honor and reverence their Heavenly Father, but
also for the people to develop in themselves and to manifest in
their actions one with another and to all people..

The spiritual aspects of their Law were designed to promote
these very things. They were commanded to instruct their
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children in the fear of the Lord, and to feed them with spiritual
food, that they also should know the real meaning behind God's
commandments. Did not Christ say (Matt. 22:37) that the whole
Law was enwrapped in the first two commands?

"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, all thy
soul, and all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment,"

"And the second is like unto it. Thou shalt love thy neighbor
as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and
the Prophets,"

The constant repetition of seedtime and harvest with their
loaded blessings were to impress upon their minds God's ev
er-present goodness and love, teaching that He is a Rewarder of
them that seek Him with their whole heart and mind. God epit
omized these blessings through Moses in Deut. 28:1-14, making
them contingent upon their observance of His commandments.

All of God's actions are done in love and kindness and mercy.
It is on this basis that He has framed the present principle of
salvation from death (Jn. 3:16)—

"God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have ev
erlasting life,"

But what of Baal and Molech and the base and sensual wor

ship connected with those idolatries? They completely destroyed
the finer characteristics which God's law sought to develop. Pa
rental affection was submerged in the hard principle of passing
their children through fire to those pagan demons.

Such a cult produced cold individuals, indifferent to the
instincts of love and affection, and careless to the life of their
offspring, both from the natural aspect as well as the spiritual.
Paul told Timothy that such a class would again appear in the
last days. He used language which would well apply to degen
erate Israel—

"Men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters,
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
without natural affection, truce breakers, false accusers, inconti
nent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, lovers of pleasures
more than lovers of God" (2 Tim. 3:2-4).

It is not surprising then that with such idolatry competing
with the worship of God, Jeremiah should say that the natural
brute beasts put Israel to shame—

"Even the sea monsters give suck to their young" 4:3)
—while the children of this faithless generation wandered
for the precious fruits of the earth, and their cry went
Unheeded. (lb he continued, God willing)
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Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy
THE GROWING RUSSIAN SHADOW OVER EUROPE

French President Emmanuel Macron wanted to turn ceremo

nies marking the centenary of the end of World War I into a stark
warning against the return of nationalism—a phenomenon he
describes as a threat to global peace in the 21st century.

Instead, the Armistice commemoration looks disturbingly like
a victory parade for Russian President Putin, looking stronger
than his Western rivals despite the annexation of Crimea, desta-
bilization of eastern Ukraine, partition of Georgia, intervention
in Syria, cyber warfare and the clumsy skullduggery of his secret
agents abroad.
German Chancellor Angela Merkel, seen by many after

Trump's election as the default leader of the free world, is now
a lame duck whose power is waning after she stepped down as
party leader following disastrous regional election results. British
Prime Minister Theresa May is under fire from all sides as she
struggles to manage the U.K's fraught exit from the European
Union. Italy is governed by populists at odds with the EU over
migration and budget discipline.
And Macron himself, seen as Europe's great hberal hope a year

ago [is] now battling a rapid loss of popularity at home among
voters angry at his perceived arrogance and meager results.
The French leader has been touring battlefields across north

ern France, honoring the millions of dead of the 1914-1918 car
nage and warning that the world may be sleepwalking toward
another deadly conflict due to the return of nationalism and the
weakening of the rules-based international order.
On this somber anniversary, there is an eerie sense that, in

the words of U.S. historian Robert Kagan, "the jungle is grow
ing back" and that the liberal order upheld for seven decades
by the United States is being eroded by great power rivalry,
trade protectionism, a decline in democracy and a drift towards
authoritarian populist rule.

"I'm struck by the similarity between the period we are living
through and the inter-war years," Macron [said].
He called this week for a "European army" capable of protect

ing the Continent against potential threats from Russia, China
and others—if necessary without the United States, whose
commitment to NATO has been called into question by Trump.
Macron had aired ambitious ideas over the summer for

bringing Russia in from the cold, calling for a "new security ar
chitecture for Europe" and for engaging Moscow in a "strategic
420 Berean 2018



partnership/' including in military matters.
Without significant concessions from Putin, any outreach to

Russia will only fuel suspicion that behind Macron's lofty talk
of a more sovereign, protective and autonomous Europe lies a
long-standing French ambition to elbow Washington and London
aside and build ties with Moscow.—Politico, 11/18

The more plans that Europe's national leaders make, the
more helpless they reveal themselves to be. Now that the U.S.
is withdrawing into itself, a power vacuum is rising in the
old territory of the ten horn kingdoms (western Europe). The
efforts of the European leaders today are not geared toward
a cohesive 'United States of Europe', but simply keeping their
own countries at peace. This has particularly been a problem
for France recently, the old European home of democratic rev
olution. The European Union leaders in Brussels are consumed
with the political processes invoked with Britain's withdrawal.
NATO is troubled deeply by the increasingly isolationist posi
tion taken on by the U.S., even as the U.S. president reacts to
Russia's military buildup by moving to nullify a nuclear arms
treaty, which increases Europe's risk exponentially—

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov has warned
that the planned U.S. withdrawal from a Cold War nuclear arms
treaty could critically undermine stability in Europe.
Ryabkov said that Russia was expecting a U.S. deployment

of new missiles in Europe after Washington withdraws from
the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF), despite
Washington denjdng it has such plans.
The 1987 INF Treaty prohibits the United States and Russia

from possessing, producing, or deploying ground-launched cruise
and ballistic missiles with a range of between 500 and 5,000 km.
Amid persistent tension between the United States and Russia,

both sides accuse each other of violating the accord, and U.S.
President Donald Trump last month declared his intention to
withdraw the United States from it, triggering angry reactions
from Moscow.

The diplomat also said that, if the United States stations the
currently banned missiles in Europe, Moscow's response would
be "effective." He did not elaborate.

Putin has said that Russia would be forced to target any
European countries that agreed to host intermediate-range
missiles.—RFE/RL, 11/18

Against the Russian military buildup (and that of China), the
U.S. is finding itself in an increasingly precarious position. It is
immensely in debt, has outsourced most of its manufacturing
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expertise and capability, and faces the constant enormous
costs associated with projecting power across the Atlantic and
Pacific. Having reduced its military profile to take on small
terrorist cells over the last 2 decades, it now faces the very
unwelcome prospect of having to ramp up its military expen
ditures in a massive way to try to regain its old prominence
in military affairs at a global power level—
THE U.S. MILITARY POWER ADVANTAGE IS GONE

A panel of experts has issued a hard-hitting and sober assess
ment of [the] US National Defense Strategy.
"The global role the United States has played for many gen

erations rests upon a foundation of unmatched military power,"
its report says.
"Today however, our margin of superiority is profoundly di

minished in key areas."
The implications are enormous for the US military. In places

like Iraq and Afghanistan, for example, they have been operating
in environments with no threat to US forces from the air, and
no significant challenges (beyond geography) to their ability to
communicate, to use GPS and so on.

Meanwhile potential opponents—like China and Russia—
have been studjdng the US military and continuing to modernise
their own forces building both on their traditional strengths
while also exploring ways of countering the US in areas where
it was once dominant.

Indeed, Moscow's intervention in the war in Ukraine demon
strated the extraordinary destructive power of Russian artillery
linked to sophisticated electronic warfare capabilities, both to
find, fix and destroy Ukrainian armour and also to mask the
location of Russian forces.

In many of these areas the US has a lot of catching up to do.
That means retraining and re-equipping, but it is much broader
than that. It requires a massive effort to bolster innovation and
to forge ahead with key technologies—artificial intelligence, next
generation broadband networks and so on—^that may provide a
key element of superiority on a future battlefield.

We no longer live in a world where there is a clear distinction
between peace and war. The space between these absolutes
is filled with a variety of threats and irritants: information
operations; political assassination; cyber-attacks; and military
activities by forces or proxies whose exact identity only becomes
clear over time (think of the Russian troops operating as "the
little green men" in the Crimea).—BBC, 11/18

It was more than the usual sky-is-falling rhetoric we're used
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to seeing in national security reports out of Washington. It
came from some pretty sober, respected voices in the defence
community.
A special commission report, presented to the U.S. Congress,

delivered one of the most stark—even startling—assessments
in the last two decades of the limits of American military power.
The independent, nonpartisan review of the Trump admin

istration's 2018 National Defence Strategy said the U.S. could
lose future wars with Russia or China.

"This Commission believes that America has reached the

point of a full-blown national security crisis," reads the 116-page
document written by 12 leading defence and security experts.

"If the United States had to fight Russia in a Baltic contin
gency, or China in a war over Taiwan, Americans could face a
decisive military defeat."
More than simply another rote, boilerplate plea for fatter

U.S. defence budgets, the commission's report lays out in pre
cise detail the kind of geopolitical threats Washington—and, by
extension, other Western capitals—are facing from rivals and
enemies at many levels and in multiple spheres.
"The security and well-being of the United States are at

greater risk than at any time in decades. America's military
superiority—the hard-power backbone of its global infiuence
and national security—^has eroded to a dangerous degree," says
the report.

"America's ability to defend its allies, its partners, and its own
vital interests is increasingly in doubt. If the nation does not
act promptly to remedy these circumstances, the consequences
will be grave and lasting."
The report acknowledges that the U.S. and its allies may be

forced to fight a localized nuclear war in the future, given how
Russia has restored the once-unthinkable concept to its military
planning and training exercises.
The commission also paints various grim scenarios that

could confront Western allies between now and 2022, including
an invasion of the Baltics under the guise of a "peacekeeping"
mission to protect Russian minorities:
"As U.S. and NATO forces prepare to respond, Russia de

clares that strikes against Russian forces in those states will
be treated as attacks on Russia itself—^implying a potential
nuclear response.
"Meanwhile, to keep America off balance, Russia escalates

in disruptive ways. Russian submarines attack transatlantic
fibre optic cables. Russian hackers shut down power grids
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and compromise the security of U.S. banks."
The consequences, said the report, would be severe: 'Major

cities are paralyzed; use of the internet and smartphones is
disrupted. Financial markets plummet as commerce seizes up
and online financial transactions slow to a crawl. The banking
system is thrown into chaos."

While the report doesn't mention U.S. President Donald
Trump by name, it notes the effect of his bruising rhetorical
fights with world leaders and criticism of international institu
tions, such as NATO.
"Doubts about America's ability to deter and, if necessary,

defeat opponents and honour its global commitments have pro
liferated," said the report.—CBC, 11/18

Russia employs a multitude of strategies to weaken its
deemed opponents—in fact, it may be said, to condition and
soften nations so that when the time comes for military action,
resistance is greatly diminished. It practices with a refined
hand that puts the U.S. to shame. The days of great diplomacy
and subtle power influence are long gone from the most recent
U.S. presidential administrations.

RUSSIA'S SOFT INVASION OF THE MIDDLE EAST

Russia has been actively practicing their tactics in the
Mideast: the focal point of the Divine strategy which the na
tions know nothing about. The following article, though a bit
scattered and hard to follow, offers a series of observations
which are quite important and relevant—
The findings from the Russia in the Middle East Project demon

strate that the United States is being outplayed in this region.
Russia's foreign policy in the Middle East—as initially artic

ulated by former Russian prime minister Yevgeny Primakov—
has featured both continuity and innovation. Primakov and his
successors, namely Vladimir Putin, restored the anti-American
and neo-Soviet outlook in Russia's overall national security
policy by penetrating the Middle East through an assortment
of optics and tactics—with such success that the model is being
expanded outside of the Mideast. Tactics involving arms sales,
finance, minorities and energy are all opening doors to Moscow
that were previously closed.

Russia's policy evolution in the Middle East clearly shows
the enduring Soviet-like, if not Tsarist, worldview that drives
Russian foreign policy. With Moscow's current control over the
Sjrrian future, Russia's policy allows Moscow deeper access to
the Middle East and ultimately Africa.
The Kremlin's call to arms at home and abroad is part of the
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larger push by Moscow to expand Russian influence. Indeed, it
is a summons to a permanent state of war.

This summons to perpetual war by Moscow against Western
interests in the Middle East is a landmine under the current

international order.

The overarching security dimension of Russia's push into the
Middle East has had a dramatic effect on Europe. European
political and business elites are at a loss about the trajectory of
interactions between Washington and Moscow in this volatile
corner of the world, and so "Europe" is missing a key reference
point for assessing the consequences and risks of Russian pol
icies in the region.

Middle Eastern leaders, meanwhile, may see moves by some
European countries like Austria [territory of the two-horned
Beast of the Earth—T.D.C.] to become friends and partners of
Russia in a positive light.

Russia's push into the Middle East and the Syrian civil war
has put pressure on the EU to advance the Kremlin's cause
by creating divisions inside Europe [home of the ten toes of
Nebuchadnezzar's Image—partly strong, and partly broken
(Dan. 2:42)—T.D.C.].
Many Europeans find Putin's ability and readiness to main

tain dialogue with all important parties to regional conflicts,
from Israel and Saudi Arabia to Hamas and Iran, highly
commendable and in sync with their preferences for carefully
negotiated political solutions. And many Arab states hold a
similar view. This convergence of opinion is regularly missed
by US policymakers [who are completely distracted by their
capricious commander—T.D.C.] and emboldens Russia to push
further in the Middle East.

A main point is that Russia can claim a role to play only as
long as violent conflicts continue to rage in the region. In other
words, there must be unresolved conflicts for Russia to play
any kind of serious regional role. Therefore, Moscow will exploit
any opportunity to exacerbate those conflicts so that it becomes
a necessary actor in the Middle East.
From the Iranian point of view, Iran's ideological commitment

to compete with the United States in the Middle East and be
yond has certainly been a major geopolitical boon for Moscow
since 1979. It is a reality that in effect weakens Iran's hand—as
Tehran's stance on the US compels the Iranians to turn to Russia
for a host of military, economic and diplomatic requirements.
Moscow now holds the upper hand. When it comes to the

generals from the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC),
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one will mostly hear praise [of] Russia. For the IRGC, it is
the flow of Russian arms, intelligence cooperation and other
benefits Moscow offers that make it a special partner. Russia
has already been able to take advantage of this relationship, as
demonstrated by the Caspian Sea Agreement of 2018 but also
by the on-again-off-again use of Iranian territory for Russian
aircraft landing and taking off from Shahrokhi Airbase.
Many Middle Easterners do not view Russian intervention

in the region as something negative, nor do they see Russian
presence as colonialist or intruding. On the contrary, they view
the Russian role in the region as a fait accompli, a situation that
cannot be easily challenged or transformed.

Russia's ability to use finance as a tactic is new to the Krem
lin's arsenal, with most of the financial activity seen in the Guff
states. The goal is to build greater ties between the two regions.
Arab states that are open to and engaging with Russia's financial
tactics are enabling Moscow to further cement itself in Middle
Eastern affairs.

Russia can be expected to continue to interfere in many
countries' politics, especially those that were part of the former
Soviet Union, in a bid to annex them. It will also start explo
ration in the North Pole for oil and gas in order to maintain its
ability to use energy as a weapon against other countries. After
the Syrian civil war ends, Russia, along with Iran, Qatar and
Syria, will together export more than 70 percent of the world's
gas. This factor is a serious threat to many countries, including
the United States because gas will be used to twist the arms
of multiple US allies and partners. The next decade will prove
to be confrontational, with Russia and Arab states agreeing on
many issues that will challenge the US.

[Finally], by cultivating a growing number of private military
companies (PMC) hke the Wagner Group, Russia has created both
a powerful and convenient weapon of warfare as well as a tool for
the Russian ehtes to achieve their own geo-economic goals.
From a military point of view, Wagner's operations in Don-

has and Sjrria appear to have, in part, been designed to test
its ability to "control the territory." Importantly, PMCs offer
Moscow deniability and conceal its responsibility for deaths in
operations abroad. Additionally, Russian PMCs and especially
Wagner allow for the potential integration of foreigners (from
impoverished parts of the post-Soviet space), which provides the
Kremlin with another powerful tool of influence to use overseas.

Russia's permanent military bcLses in Syria have the potential
to change the power balance in the Mediterranean. Moscow has
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already created a heavily guarded perimeter in the Eastern
Mediterranean by deploying air-defense capabilities to Syria,
which complement its permanent naval force in these waters.
Together, these deployments and growing capabilities will be
come a challenge for NATO as Moscow spreads its presence into
the Alliance's naval underbelly in the Mediterranean Sea [the
ancient home of the Beast of the Sea—T.D.C.],

Russia is also managing to expand military cooperation with
Egypt and the government in Libya, and is expanding its naval
presence in the Red Sea.—Jamestown, 11/18
We recall how Israel is situated at the juncture of three

continents, and close to huge reserves of oil, and thus its
strategic value, along with its association with the enemy
King of the South, will be the perceived draw that will bring
Russia into the mountains of Israel.

But someone else's overriding agenda is at play, and that
is Yahweh's. He has declared this situation from the days of
the prophets, who have indicated (Ezekiel 38:18) that the
advance of the King of the North into His Holy Land will
result in the shaking of all the kingdoms of the world and
their political heavens. May that day soon come, for it also
means the return of the King of Israel, and the assembly of
his family to his side, empowered to make war, then enforce
peace, upon the earth.

The Psalmist has written this prophecy against all those
who dared bring themselves against God's people—

^To execute upon them the judgment written: This honour
have all his saints*' (Psa. 149:9).—7:Z).C.

One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Continued from page 432)
fickleness of the English language, which is daily undergoing
modifications, and, in 700 years, has become so changed that
the English spoken at that time is almost unintelligible to the
Englishman today.
In A.D. 1158, the Lord's Prayer in English was worded as
follows —"Fader ur houne, haleweide beith thi neune, cumin
thi kuneriche, thi wille beothidon in huene and in erthe. The
euryen da we briend, gif ous rhilk da we. And vorzip uer detters
as vi yorsifen ure dettoures. And lene its nought into temtation,
hot del5wor eus of evel. Amen."

(This item concerning the evoiution of languages is also of importance to us
in this day, especiaiiy so in relation to the Hebrew language. Today, more so
than any other period for over the last 1900 years, Hebrew is again a living
language—the official language of the reborn Jewish nation of Israel! This
development, since the establishment of the nation of Israel in 1947-48, is
another encouraging sign that things are heading for the culmination that God
has in store for this earth. When the Kingdom of God is established, Hebrew
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will be the pure language of the day. Then shall the name of God—Hebrew,
'Yahweh'—be known from one end of the earth to the other).

*  * *

THERE Is a several page article In the magazine by bro. Ashcroft, addressed
to young brethren. It was entitled—"Apostolic Counsels to Young Men."
Some of the Important points he brings out are worth mentioning, and can
apply at any time to brethren of any age, be they young or older—
For any important work in connection with His Truth, God
has never laid hold upon men whose best energies have been
frittered away in the service of sin. He has always done his
greatest operations upon earth by the instrumentality as such
as have in early life revealed affection for His ways and fear
of His Holy Name.
In young men, as young men, He is not interested, any more
than He is in the strength of the young horse. Young sinners
are not one whit more the creatures of His regard, than are
those whose heads are white with age. Both alike rank among
the fleeting forms of life with which creation abounds; and
which disappear forever in death when the brief span of their
existence is reached.

But a young saint is an altogether different being in the divine
estimation, and God has graciously and particularly expressed
His mind in relation to such. "Wherewithal," asks the Psalmist,
"shall a young man cleanse his way?—By taking heed thereto
according to Thy word."

it "k -k

INCLUDED In the December Issue of the Chrlstadelphlan are two pages
presenting the Introduction and table of contents for bro. Roberts' new
book—"The Visible Hand of God."The last part of the Introduction Is quite
Informative, as bro. Roberts' states—

The book is a companion to a previous work on the Ways of
Providence. It is a necessary supplement to that work, show
ing that the basis of our knowledge of the operations of God in
Providential channels, lies in the evidence of His existence, and
the revelation of His will furnished in the "miracles, wonders,
and signs" wrought in the midst of Israel in ages, which, though
past, are only past in the sense of being the preliminary part of
a program of divine wisdom and power, which reaches forward
to ages of glory and perfection.

*  * *

AS each month passed, there was more and more Information printed In
relation to bro. Sulley's forthcoming book, "The Temple of Ezekiei's Proph
ecy," As will be noted, there were different brethren assisting bro. Sulley
In certain aspects of the preparation. Among these was bro. Thirtle and
bro. Roberts himself. In letters printed In the Chrlstadelphlan we find the
following very enlightening details revealed:
A letter from bro. Thirtle (In part) —
My work has been to make a new translation from the Hebrew,
to enlarge upon technical expressions and points regarded as
obscure, and to let bro. Sulley know all I can as to the why and
wherefore of the variety of renderings of different passages
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adopted by different expositors of the prophecy.
In order to carry out this work, I had to consult all sorts of ver
sions, ancient and modern, and no little rubbish has had to be
waded through, and no little dust has had to be cleared away.
Being an architect of considerable experience, bro. SuUey feels
his way where others would be at a loss; and where some would
come to certain and unexpected grief, he looks for, and guards
against, pitfalls. It stands to reason, then, that he understands
the prophecy much better than I do. I let him have all the in
formation I can; he puts to me questions and I answer them;
and then, calling on his professional knowledge, he puts the
point, 'May this clause read so?" and I reply; and we proceed to
the next point. And these things are not decided by guesses, or
according to fancy. Bro. SuUey has not thus gone round dijSicul-
ties. He has felt his way. All sorts of propositions have passed
through his mind, and may have been put into the mathematical
crucible; and he says that the plan as it now appears answers
to the prophecy in every way, and stands all the tests supplied.

Bro. Roberts also wrote—

I may add to what bro. Thirtle says, that I have gone through
the plan with bro. Sulley verse by verse, and am persuaded he
has reached the divine conception. Some may not think so when
it is published. It differs from all previous plans in two things—
1. It shows a much more gigantic structure.
2. It reconciles all the specifications.
The great difficulty with interpreters hitherto has been, that
the interior measurements seemed to show a total breadth of
500 or 600 cubits, the outer wall is said to be 500 reeds (or over
a mile). This difficulty disappears in bro. Sulley's plan, which,
while preserving the outer measurement of 500 reeds, takes the
interior cubit measurements up to an inner range of building,
which forms a circle within the square, and which has an interior
open circular space rising to a hill top, surmounted by the great
altar. The interior space is "the top of the mountain, the whole
limit thereof, most holy" (Eze. 43:12).
It is impossible in words to convey an idea of the grandeur of
the architectural details. No such building was ever conceived
by man. The biggest building in the world shrinks to a mere
out-house by the side of it, and no such building could be put
up by man under present circumstances.

(We cannot help but marvel at the tremendous effort and perserverance
that the various brethren put forth in their efforts to assist bro. Sulley in
this work. It was not merely the work of a short study, but a continuous
effort to unravel the mysteries of the things that Ezekiel saw in vision.
Think of the many small details that had to be sorted out; and notice also
that everything had to be according to the Word of God—no guesses, each
aspect worked out so that all the pieces fit. Think of the work involved, and
let us realize that without these labors, we would be poorer for not having
the many details revealed about this magnificent building that will be built
on the present site of Jerusalem. It will be a building that will hold up to a
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million worshippers at once and will be the place that the nations MUST go
up once a year to worship the Lord and to offer sacrifices).

*  * *

ON the Signs of the Times, we note the following thoughts-
All European powers are involved in the political current that
is drawing to a cataclysm. Germany and France are, naturally,
prominent in it.
The Crown Prince of Germany is visiting Spain, but avoids
France on the road. The Spanish Repubhcans are opposed to the
German alhance, because their hope is in Repubhcan France, and
France is not slow to encourage Republican and anti-dynastic
movements in Spain.
Thus, move and counter-move goes on. Germany has secured
Italy, with promises of a further liberation of Austro-Italian
provinces. Austria also she retains by the hope of extension to
Salonica in Turkey, when the inevitable crash of the Ottoman
house occurs.

There is certain to be a blazing outbreak one of these days from
these smoldering fires: and in the existing situation of things
(gradually prepared by the events of the last 20 years), such an
outbreak could hardly fail to be fatal to Turkish power, or, at all
events, must lead to such further diminutions of her empire as
would allow England to take her place in S3U'ia as in Egypt, and
thus open the way for the free development of the already-com
menced movement of Jewish restoration. The continuing per
secution of the Jews makes it certain that the establishment of

British authority in Palestine would lead to a quick and large
development of this movement.

(This happened just as bro. Roberts expected. The movements of France,
Germany, Turkey, England performed their part. Through the flames of
persecution, the Jews were pushed back to Palestine exactly as Scripture
Indicated. It did not just happen overnight, but slowly over many years, until
Israel was a nation In the earth again).

*  * *

IN this last Issue of the Chrlstadelphlan for the year 1883, bro. Roberts wrote
the following exhortatlonal words—

If we say we hope there may not be another volume, by reason of
the Lord's long-expected arrival, we shaU be met by the demur of
those who deprecate allusions of this kind. We have no sympathy
with this demur at all. The Lord's coming has been a contingency
with believers ever since a cloud received him out of sight of the
apostles on the summit of the Mount of Olives, A.D. 34, and it
certainly does not become less so with the lapse of time.
The ripening situation of things on earth (prophetically speaking)
shows us we are in the epoch of its occurrence. The consideration
of Daniel's and John's program as a whole, shows this more effec
tually than a week to week enquiry as to how the signs are going
on. But even if it were otherwise—^if reliable data on the subject
were lacking—^the very worst is this, that we may have to get to
the end of our mortal journey before we see the Lord. And how
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far is that? Who can tell? A week may close our eyes; and a week
therefore, may be all that separates us from his presence, for
in death there is not even a momentary interval. Resurrection
comes to a man before his funeral, for he is never aware of his
funeral until he awakens to know that it must have taken place.

(These words of exhortation by bro. Roberts are appropriate today, 135
years after they were penned. If the prophetic signs were great In his day,
how much more are they so In ours! Certainly, there Is not much time left.
The day of the Lord Is at hand. And, even though we may close our eyes In
the sleep of death, as so many have who have gone to their rest. It will only
be momentary as bro. Roberts suggests. The period of sleep in the earth
will only be like the blink of an eye to those who closed their eyes In hope.
The travail, the sorrow, the anguish of life that the living are experiencing
today, has no bearing on them. Their next conscious moment will be the

summons of the angels to resurrection and the appearing before the Judge
of all the earth. May the faithful verdict be ours In that day!)

*  * *

DIFFERENT Bible Lectures-

"Israel's Disobedient Attitude Towards the Gospel"
"The Bow in the Cloud and the Rainbowed Angel"
"The Moral Purpose of God in the Creation of the World"

"The World—Is it to be Destroyed by Fire according to Sectarian
Teaching?"

"The Bible as a Book of Silence"

"On the Mount of Olives with Christ"

"The Rock—Christ"

"The Blind Guides of Revivalism"

"Near Damascus with Paul"

"Points of Disobedience in the Present Gentile Generation"

November Answers—"Bible Food"

1. Grapes 21. Meat
2. Apples 22. Venison
3. Barley 23. Pulse
4. Wafer 24. Pottage
5. Beans 25. Pomegranate
6. Almond 26. Oil
7. Onions 27. Olive
8. Cucumbers 28. Raisins
9. Corn 29. Egg

10. Cheeses 30. V^eat
11. Fruit 31. Mustard
12. Flesh 32. Eggs
13. Honey 33. Millet
14. Garlic 34. Gourds
15. Figs 35. Sycamore
16. Milk 36. Vinegar
17. Butter 37. Coriander
18. Flour 38. Gourd
19. Manna 39. Nuts
20. Herbs 40. Fish
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One Hundred & Thirty-Five Years Ago
The Christadelphian, December, 1883

AS bro. Roberts had promised, the Ecclesial Guide and the Visibie Hand
of God were now printed and available. These two items had long been
waited for by the brethren and sisters, and their value and use has not been
detracted from by the fact that they were prepared 135 years ago.

*  * *

THERE is quite an interesting brief article by bro. Roberts on the subject
of the 'stability of the Hebrew language.' On this he says—
The Hebrew that David wrote nearly 3,000 years ago is today
read and chanted in the synagogues of the Jews, and spoken by
them when they have occasion to use the Hebrew tongue. What
a contrast does this stability of the Hebrew language offer to the

(Continued on page 427)

BIBLE PUZZLE-"Receive(d)"

1. Hear counsel and R . , .
2. Hezekiah R the .. .

3. Merchant R the linen . . .
4. Had R the ... of the Beast
5. R my instruction and not. ..
6. R his mark upon their .. .
7. Vain conversation R by . ..
8. Through Faith R not the ...
9. Women R their . .. raised

10. Sara herself R . . .
11. They R not the love of the . ..
12. Freely have ye R, freely . ..
13. R every man a .. .
14. He (Christ) was R up into . ..
15. Martha R him into her .. .
16. Having R the .. . went out
17. A. . . R him out of their sight
18. Gladly R his Word were . . .
19. Have R mercy, we ... not
20. That ye R not of her . ..

21. R ... as kings one hour
22. R a mark in their ... hand
23. R him not into your . ..
24. R a ... of glory
25. R the early and latter . ..
26. R with . . . the engrafted Word
27. We might R the ... of sons
28. More ... to give than to R
29. R not the ... of God in vain
30. R ye one ...
31. Refused to R ...
32. Brother .. ., R thy sight
33. Blind R their ...
34. If ye will R it, this is .. .
35. All men cannot R this . ..
36. In prayer . . ., ye shall R
37. He shall R an .. . now

88. Hear, R the . .. with joy
39. To R for himself a . ..
40. Shad R the ... of sins

Adoption Faint Letter Saul
Another Foreheads Mark Saying
Baptized Give Meekness Sight
Believing Grace Penny Silver
Blessed Heaven Plagues Sop
Cloud House Power Strength
Correction House Promise Tradition

Crown Hundredfold Rain Truth
Dead Instruction Remission Word
Elias Kingdom Right Yarn
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