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CHRIST IS COMING SOON AND WILL REIGN ON EARTH

Assisted by bro. Tim Clubb, 202 Millbank Dr., London, Ont., Canada N6C 4W1

BIBLE PUZZLE—“Colours”

Baskets 
Black
Black
Black
Black
Blue
Blue
Blue
Blue
Comely

Dragon
Eyes
Green
Green thing 
Greenish or reddish 
Hair
Hangings 
Milk 
Pale
Pavement

Pottage
Red
Red
Red
Red
Red
Red
Red
Red all over
Ruddy

Sepulchres
Stone
Strakes
Throne
Wall
White
Wine
Withs
Wound
Yellow gold

1. Seven green
2. Three white
3. I will give him a white
4. I am black but
5. Our bed is
6. First horse was
7. Second horse was
8. Third horse was
9. Fourth horse was
10. Red, blue, white and black
11. White, green and blue
12. Blueness of
13. Lace of
14. Ribband of
15. Fifty loops of
16. Rams’ skins dyed
17. Robe of ephod all of
18. ...like an oven
19. ...as sackcloth
20. My skin is

21. If plague be
22. He searcheth after every
23. Redness of
24. The first came out
25. Feed me with that red
26. His eyes red with
27. His teeth white with
28. ...as blood
29. ...heifer
30. Wherefore...in thine apparel
31. ...and lowring
32. Great red...
33. A yellow thin
34. Her feathers with
35. Great white
36. Ye are as whited
37. Thou whited
38. He pilled white
39. Ride on...asses
40. Beloved is white and...

One Hundred & Thirty-Five Years Ago
The Christadelphian, August, 1881

Bro. Roberts continued his comments on the Revised Version of the New 
Testament. He mentioned first, bro. Thomas—

Dr. Thomas once remarked, in reference to the proposed new 
translation (as Sister M. H. informs us): “We shall have no 
better translation of the Scriptures than the one now in use 
until the Law goes forth from Zion and the Word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem.” He did not mean to say there would be no 
new translation, but that any new translation that might be 
published would fail to improve upon the version issued in the 
days of King James.
Increasing study of the Revised Version will confirm this view 
as regards the substantial features of the case. Except as to a 

The Berean
Christadelphian
A monthly magazine devoted wholly to the exposition and defence
of the Faith once for all delivered to the Saints, with the object of
helping to make ready a People prepared for the coming of the      
Lord. Opposed to the unscriptural teaching of the papal and

protestant churches of the world.

“They received the Word with all readiness of mind and searched
the Scriptures daily, whether those things were so.

Therefore many believed” – Acts 17:11



3) T.A.S.—A brother to whom we recently sent certain books on
learning that he wanted them, before he sent the money, said
“There you go again, brother Roberts; you are at your old trick, 
letting books out before they are paid for. You must not do it.
Stick to the principle, no money, no books.” The advice is good,
and we are obliged in the main to act upon it.
Adhesion to this system renders it unnecessary that we should
give receipts through the post, which you can easily understand 
would be very costly if made a rule. The sending of the books is
an acknowledgment of the receipt of the money, when the plan
of pre-payment is acted on.

*         *          *
Bible Lectures (135 Years Ago)—

“Salvation Only Attainable in Submission to the Gospel”
“Are the Christadelphians Unitarians?”
“Coming Storms and Earthquakes”
“Godliness versus Manliness”
“The End of the Gentile Dispensation and the Restitution of 
All Things”
“The Two Mysteries of the New Testament Teaching: The Mys-
tery of Godliness and the Mystery of Iniquity”
“The Government of the Future: Not Democratic, but Theocratic”
“Will the Earth Be Destroyed by Collision, Conflagration, or 
Otherwise?”
“Impending Changes in the World’s Affairs”
“Is it Death to Die?”
“The Return of Christ”
“The World’s Future King”
“The Testimony of Paul and the Modern Pulpit”
“Glad Tidings”
“The Accusation on Which the Messiah was Crucified” 

“THE BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN (ISSN 0199-4131) is published 
monthly for $15.00 U.S. per year by The Berean Christadelphian, 3540 
Pineridge, Houston, Texas, U.S.A. 77009. Periodicals postage paid at 
Houston, Texas, U.S.A. 77201. POSTMASTER: Send address chang-
es to THE BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN, 3540 Pineridge, Houston, 
Texas, U.S.A. 77009.”
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July Answers—“Buying, Selling, Payment, Cost”
1. Buy the Truth and sell it not
2. Sold for 300 pence—ointment
3. Pearl of great price
4. Sit down first, and count cost
5. Buy us a little food—Jacob/sons
6. Doth not your Master pay tribute? 
7. I counsel thee to buy of me gold
8. My vows—Strange woman
9. Abraham purchased . . . of Heth
10. Thought gift . . . —Simon
11. For full price—David/Ornan
12. The goats . . . price of the field
13. Disciples . . . to buy meat
14. King’s merchants received
      linen yarn at a price 
15. Two sparrows . . . for a farthing
16. Not bring price of dog . . .
17. For a pair of shoes
18. Price of wisdom above rubies
19. Levi paid tithes in Abraham
20. Go, sell the oil
21. Buy wine & milk . . .

22. Purchased with . . . blood—
Aceldama

23. Went to buy—Door was shut
24. Will ye sell your brethren
25. Buy or sell without mark
26. Purchase . . . a good degree
27. It is naught, saith the buyer
28. Ahab . . . to work wickedness
29. Sell his garment and buy Sword
30. I am carnal, sold under sin
31. Sell me this day thy birthright
32. Ye are bought with a price
33. Buy my field
34. Seller of purple—Lydia
35. Judah said, Let us sell him
36. Of great price in God’s sight—

Meek spirit
37. No man buyeth their merchandise
38. Buy the threshingfloor to build

altar
39. Virtuous woman buyeth field
40. Ye pay tithe of mint and anise

“Let Your Loins Be Girded About, And Your 
Lights Burning” (Luke 12:35).

FRATERNAL GATHERINGS  (If The Lord Will)
LONDON, ON—Sat., & Sun., Oct.  8 & 9—bro. David Clubb, 42 Oneida Rd., 
London, Ontario, Canada N5V 2X1; Phone (519) 451-4063; Fax (519) 451- 
9627; Email: kdclubb@rogers.com

 Figurative language, but with a clear and obvious meaning. 
“Loins girded” means awake, alert, and prepared for immediate 
action. “Lights burning” means the lamps of knowledge not only 
filled with the Spirit oil, but in the active state of radiance and 
illumination, both for our own path and to attract and guide others.

“And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their Lord.”
 We are told, here and in other places, that the moment of Christ’s 
coming will be sudden and unexpected; and some will be ready and 
others not. We are told that much depends on just how that moment 
catches us—prepared or unprepared—watching, or off-guard.

Not because our chance state at any particular moment would 
be the determining factor—that would be just like a game of 
chance—but because our state of readiness at that time will be 
the key to our whole life.
 Some will tire, lose interest, relax, be temporarily diverted. With 
some, the keen edge of ardent expectation will be dulled by luxury 
or prosperity or simply the force of custom or habit. With some 
it won’t happen to be Sunday morning when the call comes, and 
therefore their minds will be far away on other things.
 But those who truly love will become more eager, more alert, 
more watchful with each passing day, knowing and rejoicing that 
each day brings them one day closer to that joyful time on which 
their heart is fixed. That great day will not catch THEM with their 
minds on other, rubbishy things.
 “That when he cometh and knocketh, they may open unto him 
IMMEDIATELY.”
 “Immediately”; that is the vital word there. There must be no 
hesitation or looking back—no last minute scurrying to put ne-
glected things in order, or to fill neglected lamps.
 Jesus’ point is that, to please him, there must be a constant 
looking forward to that moment; a constant, instant readiness to 
go, like a runner on his mark, alert for the starter’s gun.—G.V.G.
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times—means simply to wait upon or serve; while the noun, 
diakonia, rendered “ministering” 3 times, “ministration” 6, 
“serving” 1, “service” 2, “ministry” 16, and “administration” 2 
times—means service, attendance on duty.
It mattered not in what capacity a person rendered Service, 
diakiona properly covered the idea, and the person himself was 
diakonos —one who served or ministered. The term was not 
specific of any kind of work: it was applicable to the mightiest 
and to the weakest labourer. In the early ecclesias, there were 
necessarily workers in various capacities. Those who took the 
lead in the work of organisation were, we know, appointed in 
such a way as men are not appointed today. Notwithstanding 
this, they were all ministers or serving ones. 

*         *          *
IN his Editorial, bro. Roberts wrote—

To the charge of conducting the Christadelphian on “narrow” 
principles, we plead guilty. This periodical is conducted with 
specific objects. It is not an organ of public opinion, nor an open 
battle ground on the “not-responsible-for-the-opinions-of-con-
tributor’s” principle. It is an enterprise devoted exclusively to 
the promotion of the Apostolic faith in its entirety and purity. 
From this policy we shall not diverge a hair’s breadth, however 
much we may desire to win the good opinion of friends or pro-
pitiate the wrath of foes.
But a while we plead guilty to narrowness in this sense, we deny 
in toto the allegation of those who say, in complaint or malice, 
that the Christadelphian is an organ for the ventilation of the 
Editor’s mind only. Scores of individual voices are to be heard 
in these pages each month (vide the intelligence and extracts’ 
departments and not these only, for whoever has something 
good to say can say it in bigger departments as well, if the thing 
to be said call for it).
We know where the sore lies. We are obliged to decline the help 
of some who cannot help effectually. The fact hurts them, and 
they insinuate the worst explanations. Such explanations are 
the emanations of an evil mind. 

*         *          *
IN the Notes section bro. Roberts answered—

1) T.S.T.—The change in the colour of the cover, which com-
menced five months ago, was the result of an accident for one 
month, but everybody liked the new colour so well that we 
resolved to hold on to it.
2) S. T.—It is Jesus who tells the brethren to beware of wolves 
in sheep’s clothing. His caution pre-supposes the possibility 
that you lament—men professing the meekness and guise of 
the lamb for the sake of what they can get all round, and mak-
ing war, with slander and malevolence, on those who interfere 
with their pasture. Do not let the circumstance distress you. 
It is nothing new under the sun. A lamb in wolf ’s clothing is 
a much more respectable animal, though not so pleasant on a 
first or distant acquaintance.

Studies and Thoughts  BY BROTHER JOHN THOMAS
DANIEL’S VISIONS—A DIVINE UNVEILING OF THE 
FUTURE  (Continued)
 The first three beasts were introduced into the prophecy of     
Daniel 7 as the basis of the fourth, which in many points was 
diverse from them all. Daniel says, “It was dreadful and terrible, 
and strong exceedingly, and it had great iron teeth.”
 The iron teeth connect it with the iron legs; and the iron element 
of the iron-clay Feet and Toes. Its claws were of brass; which shows 
that it is related to the power represented by the brazen parts of 
the Image. These two metals being inserted in the symbol, suggests 
the power it was designed to represent—a dominion constituted of 
the Greek and Latin elements.
 Has such a dynastic form of the Kingdom of Babylon ever existed? 
The history of the nations of the Mediterranean countries from B.C. 
65 to A.D. 395, shows that such a dynastic manifestation not only 
existed, but “devoured and break in pieces,” as predicted it would; 
though it has not yet “stamped the residue with its brazen-clawed 
Feet.” The power existing during this period chose to represent itself 
by a Dragon; we may, therefore, as Daniel has given it no name, 
style it for convenience THE GRAECO-ROMAN DRAGON.
 It had Ten Horns. They stood up as long as the beast continued in 
life; but not all: for three of them fell before an eleventh that came 
up on the beast afterwards. Seven strong horns and three broken, 
or “plucked up by the roots.” These ten horns thus conditioned, with 
the brazen-clawed feet, represent the same things as the iron-clay 
of the Image. When the Russo-Greek elements (clay and brass) are 
combined with the Gomerians (iron) in the Gog confederacy, the 
feet of the Graeco-Roman Dragon will be manifested; and it will 
then “stamp the residue with the feet of it.” Hitherto the Dragon 
has destroyed with its “great iron teeth;” hereafter it will use its 
feet and claws. The Feet of the Image, and the Feet of the Dragon, 
have yet to be formed out of existing elements; and it is the King 
of the North’s mission to accomplish the work.
 The Horns of the Dragon, and the Toes of the Image, represent 
kingly powers, or thrones; which are to exist until the taking pos-
session of the Dragon-dominion by the Saints shall be perfected. 
They are emblems of kingdoms existing when the judgment sits 
for the destruction of the kingdom of Babylon. I know of no place 
where it is written that the Horns and the Toes were to have an 
uninterrupted existence of 1260 years; but I do find that “The Ten 
Horns receive power as kings one hour with the beast” (Rev. 13:12) 
—that is, thirty years; so that we need not be careful to identify 
them until then.
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 After the Horns had struck their roots into the Dragon territory, 
an “eleventh came up among them,” which Daniel characterizes as 
“a Little Horn.” In order to make room for itself, it subdued three 
of the ten, and incorporated their territories into its own dominion. 
This incorporation made it imperial—an Emperorship in the midst 
of Seven Kingdoms; so that it stood as the Eighth Power.
 But this eighth power was diverse from the Seven; in that it had 
the Eyes of a Man which gave it a more audacious look than the 
others, and a mouth by which it spake very great words against 
the High Ones . . . thinking to change times and laws. The eyes 
and mouth of the Little Horn were sufficient for all the rest. Its 
undertaking to speak as the representative of the High Ones in 
regard to times and laws connects the mouth with matters spiri-
tual, showing that the horn, eyes, and mouth are emblematical of 
a civil, military, and ecclesiastical power.
 This power manifested itself originally in Rome, as the Western 
Roman, or “HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE;” of which I shall speak more 
particularly hereafter. Suffice it to say here, that while the juris-
diction of the secular element of the horns has been limited to its 
proper territory, the spiritual dominion of the Eyes and Mouth has 
reigned in the kingdoms of all the horns of the Dragon-territory 
ceded to the western beast.
 In the countries ruled by these eight horns have existed class-
es of people against which, under the influence of the Eyes and 
Mouth, they have entertained unmitigated and cruel hatred. They 
have poured out their blood like water, and harassed them with 
all possible pains and penalties. The enmity that has obtained 
between these Horn-powers and these classes has been mutual 
and implacable; so that war between them could only be finally ex-
tinguished by the conquest of one party or the other. These classes 
are in Hebrew called kaddishin—that is, Holy Ones; whose fate 
has been to be overcome by the imperial and regal papal powers 
of Babylon. This was foreshown to Daniel in these words—“I be-
held, and the same little Horn made war with the holy ones, and 
prevailed against them”—Dan. 7:21.
 The subjugation of the holy ones, however, was not a finality. 
Yahweh never intended that the Seed of the Woman should be 
bruised in the head, or finally crushed; that is a fate in reserve for 
the Serpent-power and its adherents. All that this can do against 
“the holy ones of the Most High” is to bruise them in the heel, 
which is curable, and in the same way, as the wound it inflicted 
on Christ, when on the accursed tree (styled by the Seed of the 
Serpent “Holy Cross”) “the iniquity of his heels compassed him” 
about—that is, by a resurrection from among the dead to eternal 
life at the coming of Messiah. It is therefore only until the time 

The account exhibits the visible hand of God. “The whole earth, 
(some centuries after the flood) was of one language and of one 
speech,” (Gen. 11:1), that is, the whole inhabited earth, which 
at that time was of very limited dimensions.
It was inevitable it should be so, arguing from what we see 
and know in our own day. People who have grown up together 
all speak one way. Noah’s family would speak Noah’s tongue, 
and their families the same, and their successors the same, as 
population multiplied. What tongue this was, we may gather 
to have been the Hebrew tongue. There does not seem any 
room for doubt upon this point in view of the simple fact that 
the names of men from the beginning, even commencing with 
Adam, are all Hebrew.
The Creator’s own name is expressed in Hebrew. The Elohim 
talked with Adam in Hebrew; and the language which he ac-
quired from them was like theirs. God’s communications with 
Moses were in Hebrew; the nomenclature of the service of the 
tabernacle (that “pattern of things in the heavens”) was all in 
Hebrew. The prophets spoke and wrote in Hebrew Jesus, after 
his ascension, in his communication with Saul of Tarsus, “spake 
unto him in the Hebrew tongue.” The primitive language of 
the Adamic race is thus, without doubt, the Hebrew tongue, 
and the same evidence proves that this is the divine language.

*         *          *
INTERESTING comment again on the Ecclesial Organization in the Nine-
teeneth Century—

Bro. J. W. Thirtle says: “The editorial remarks on ecclesial or-
ganisation in the May and June number of the Christadelphian 
might well be regarded as conclusive against the opinion that 
the serving brethren in the assembly of believers should be 
called ‘elders’ and ‘deacons.’
It is beyond dispute that these English words have meanings 
different from the Greek works they represent, and therefore 
to use either expression would be misleading; while to argue 
that these designations are Scriptural, and that the terms 
‘presiding brethren’ and ‘managing brethren’ are not so, is not 
so correct as it seems.
An ordinary English dictionary will describe a ‘deacon’ as one 
who attends to the secular affairs of a religious community, 
or as an officer under the ‘elders.’ It will also tell us that the 
office of ‘elder’ was one which included pastors and overseers, 
and these were elected to take office on account of their age 
and experience.
Any one acquainted with the New Testament will know that 
these descriptions will not hold good of the diakonos and 
presbuteros we read about in the epistles. The Greek word, 
diakonos, is, in the Authorised Version, translated “minister” 
20 times, “servant” 7, and “deacon” 3 times. It means plainly 
one who serves or waits upon. The verb, diakoneo, which is 
rendered “minister unto” 15 times, “minister to” 1, “minister” 
7, “administer” 2, “serve” 10, and “use the office of deacon” 2 



of this event that the Imperio-Regal Papacy of the Babylonish 
dominion prevails over the Holy Ones of the Most High; as it is 
written—“The Little Horn prevailed against them UNTIL the 
Ancient of Days came”—Dan. 7:21-22.
 Here is a point of time beyond which the misfortunes of the 
Holy Ones do not extend. It is the turning-point in their career in 
relation to the “dreadful and terrible, and exceedingly strong” do-
minion that makes such dreadful havoc on the earth—a dominion 
which no earth-born power can subdue. 
 The coming of the Ancient of Days is a great event in this proph-
ecy. He is said to sit, and one like the Son of Man to be brought 
to him, after which he is said to come. When the prophecy was 
delivered He had not manifested himself in the flesh—the Son of 
Man had not been born; hence that peculiar representative mode 
of expression; but he has since been born, or manifested, and gone 
into a far country, where the manifested Son has appeared in the 
presence of the Ancient of Days, or the Father, for the purpose of 
receiving from Him—“Dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that 
all people, and nations, and languages, should serve him; and all 
rulers obey him”—Dan. 7:13, 14, 27; Luke 19:2, 15.
 Though these things are promised to him, and though he is  
the heir of them all, he has not received them; as is manifest from 
the fact that “all people, and nations, and languages” serve the 
rulers of the Gentiles, and especially that system of governments 
represented by the Graeco-Roman Dragon. But when the time 
appointed arrives, as the Ancient of Days embodied in the holy 
spiritual nature, he will come, having received power and authority 
to take the dominion, glory, and kingdom promised him. Thus the 
Ancient of Days comes, and “sits in Jerusalem, the Holy City, to 
judge all the nations round about” (Joel 3:12, 16)—there he sits, 
“his throne being like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning 
fire;” and sends forth before him a stream of fire.
 For the signification of the Wheels and Fire read Ezekiel’s first 
and tenth chapters. They are parts of his imagery put for the whole 
in this text of Daniel. “The Spirit of the Living Creatures is in the 
Wheels.” They represent the same as the four living creatures in 
Rev. 5:8-10. They are the “redeemed out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation,” raised from the dead, in con-
suming and destructive motion against the body and horns of the 
Graeco-Roman Dragon.
 They are the thousand thousands who minister to the com-
mands of the Ancient of Days; and go forth with him as a fiery 
stream against the “Beast and the False Prophet, and the kings 
of the earth and their armies,” to give them “of the wrath of God 
poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation”—thus 
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One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago  (Continued from page 288)
few points, the Common Version is all that could be desired as a 
rendering into English of the ideas embodied in the Greek text.
If the revised versionists had confined their emendations to 
these few points, they would have given us a work that might 
not have struck the public mind as much of an achievement, 
but which would have possessed the value of combining the 
excellence of the Common Version with the improvements 
resulting from the removal of positive mistranslations. They 
have removed the mistranslations (and even this they have only 
done to some extent, for they have retained hell for Gehenna; 
ghost for spirit; devils for demons, etc.): but they have to an 
appreciable extent attenuated and weakened the generally 
robust and beautiful character of King James’ version.

Bro. Roberts indicated one value of the Revised New Testament—
Nevertheless, there are some compensations. The minds of 
thoughtful people will doubtless be stimulated to some extent 
in the direction of Bible study, and enlightened discrimination 
in Bible things, when they find a new translation in their hands 
differing in many points from the old, though presenting the 
same facts and doctrines. The poor and unlettered in this world, 
who have become rich through enlightenment in the glorious 
truth revealed to us in the apostolic writings, will also be helped 
and interested by the comparisons they will have it in their 
power to institute between different renderings. In some cases 
the new version will help them.

*         *          *
IN No. 6 of the Visible Hand of God, bro. Roberts stated—

Mankind speaks many different languages. It is this as much 
as anything that divides them into nations. The fact has caused 
much speculation. That man should possess the gift of speech 
at all is a marvel when the matter is thoroughly considered, 
apart from its familiarity: That he should exercise the same 
gift in so many ways—that there should be a French language, 
a German language, a Russian, a Chinese, an English, an Ital-
ian, a Hebrew, Greek and Latin, etc., may appear even more 
wonderful on reflection. . .

 “A voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, 
all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both small and 
great. And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, 
and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty 
thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to 
him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come.”
 “And He arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the 
sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a 
great calm” (Rev. 19:5–7; Mark 4:39).—T.D.C.
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tormenting all the adherents of the Beast and his Image with fire 
and brimstone in the presence of the holy messengers, and in the 
presence of the Lamb (Rev. 14:10; 14:19-21).
 When the manifested Ancient of Days comes, this judgment is 
set, and the books are opened; and whosoever is found written in 
the Lamb’s Book of Life awakes to everlasting life, and to a par-
ticipation in the judgment upon the Four Beasts; and whosoever 
is not found written there is cast into the burning flame that 
destroys the body of the Dragon (Rev. 20:15: 21:27).
 The taking away of the dominion of Babylon, and the bringing of 
its kingdom to an end, is the work assigned to the Holy Ones; who 
in overthrowing the Gentile powers will also appropriate to their 
own use all they possess. Hence, at the coming of the Ancient of 
Days, it is testified that the hitherto vanquished Holy Ones should 
become conquerors in their turn—should conquer the gold, and 
the silver, and the brass, and the iron, and the clay; or the four 
kingdoms of Powers that exist on the Babylonish earth, and take 
them for themselves: as it is written, “These great beasts which are 
four represent four kings, or royalties, which shall arise out of the 
earth. But the holy ones of the High Ones shall take the kingdom 
(of Babylon) and possess the kingdom for the age, even for the age 
of the ages.”
 Again, “The Ancient of Days came, and judgment was given to 
the holy ones of the High Ones;” when “the time came that the holy 
ones should possess the kingdom.” And again—
 “Let the saints be joyful in glory; let them sing aloud upon their 
beds. Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two-edged 
sword in their hand; to execute vengeance upon the nations, and 
punishments upon the people; to bind their kings with chains, and 
their nobles with fetters of iron; to execute upon them the judgment 
written: this honour have ALL his saints”—Psa. 149:5-9.

(To be continued, God willing)

Second Voyage To Australia
(Continued)

FROM NAPLES TO THE GULF OF SUEZ
 THURSDAY, August 12, 1897—We lifted anchor last night at 
9 o’clock. A calm and tranquil sea lay before us in the moonlight. 
A quite night and good night’s rest waited us, and recovered us 
from the fatigues of Naples.
 When we came on deck in the glorious sunshine at 7:30, the 
Italian coast lay dimly in the shimmering brightness on our left, 
and the volcano island of Stromboli on our right. Stromboli is a 

were to put the words in the mouth of a business leader 
poised to have his company swallow several smaller ones? 
“A rightful position can only be secured by combining ca-
pacities of all companies, including our own.” 
 The Greek government of Alexis Tsipras has formed remarkably 
close ties with the Kremlin. Part of the concern lies in the strong 
ties between their leaders. Greek officials have been effusive in 
their embrace of Vladimir Putin, striking a decidedly different tone 
from the rest of Europe. The two countries have deep historic and 
Orthodox religious ties, while relationships [with] political and 
business elites in Russia are worryingly close.
 Russia has expressed interest in purchasing Greek railway 
company Trainose, as well as Greece’s second-largest port in 
Thessaloniki. The close Greco-Russian ties also extend to defense 
cooperation and weapons projects—Nat’l Int., 7/26 
 But regarding Greece, the fact that Russia is increasingly 
feeling at home there has startling implications for the 
believer. Dr. Thomas said—
 “When the Russo-Greek elements (clay and brass) are 
combined with the Gomerians (iron) in the Gog confed-
eracy, the feet of the Græco-Roman Dragon will be man-
ifested; and it will then “stamp the residue with the feet 
of it.” Hitherto the Dragon has destroyed with its “great 
iron teeth;” hereafter it will use its feet and claws. The Feet 
of the Image, and the Feet of the Dragon, have yet to be 
formed out of existing elements; and it is the King of the 
North’s mission to accomplish the work.” (“Daniel’s Visions 
a Divine Unveiling of the Future”, The Christadelphian, 
1894, p. 409)
 Thus all indications are that we are about to enter the 
time-period of “great trouble,” when the feet of the Drag-
on-power being formed will begin to stamp and destroy, 
and all nations will be gathered into a place called in the 
Hebrew tongue, Armageddon.
 And then—
 “The seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and 
there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from 
the throne, saying, It is done. And there were voices, and 
thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earth-
quake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so 
mighty an earthquake, and so great” (Rev. 16:17–18).
 But there is another sounding of the Voice, one which 
comforteth the meek and the righteous who have arrayed 
themselves in fine linen; even those who have set their 
course with their Master in the face of the storms.



West. But this demeanour has left their necks exposed to 
the Northern power: the land of Rus, Mosc and Tubal—
MOSCOW GLEE
 News of the [Brexit] referendum undoubtedly buoyed spirits 
in the Kremlin, where leaders will view it as confirmation that 
Europe is weak and disunited. This could encourage a more         
aggressive Russian stance against NATO.
 But if Brexit is a near-term problem for NATO, it is a much 
bigger blow to the E.U.’s long-struggling effort to build up its own 
security and defense capability.
 Since the 1990s, the E.U. has worked to establish a military 
and defense competence that would allow it to take autonomous 
action outside of NATO. Without the U.K., the E.U.’s military and 
defense capabilities are considerably reduced.
 This uncertainty could prove dangerous for a Europe that has 
seen its security environment deteriorate in the last two years, 
with threats from Russia, migration and terrorism all drawing 
nearer to its shores.
  [And] insofar as it creates more economic uncertainty, Brexit 
will likely further damage Europe’s ability to generate the resourc-
es it needs to defend itself against these threats—USNews, 6/16
WHITHER GREECE
 We noted Greece in passing as the cause of previous fears 
affecting the integrity of the EU. That is not to diminish the 
fact that developments there continue to create significant 
risks for the inhabitants of Europe—
 Russian President Vladimir Putin called for the revival of rela-
tions between Moscow and the European Union on the eve of his 
first visit to the bloc this year. “We believe our relations with the 
EU do not face any problems that we cannot solve,” Putin said in 
an article in the Greek daily Kathimerini on May 26. “A rightful 
position of the Old Continent in the new international realities can 
only be secured by combining capacities of all European countries, 
including Russia.”
 Greece and Russia will sign a number of bilateral agreements 
on trade and the economy during the visit, the Kremlin said.
 On May 28, [Putin celebrated] the 1,000th anniversary of the 
Russian presence at the ancient monastic community of Mount 
Athos in northern Greece, one of Orthodox Christianity’s holiest 
sites—RFE/RL, 5/16
 Note the artfulness of the current Russian president in 
his statement—“A rightful position of the Old Continent 
in the new international realities can only be secured by 
combining capacities of all European countries, including 
Russia.” Might we see the implications more clearly if we 
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magnificent sight. It consists of a lofty “burning mountain,” stand-
ing right up out of the sea. Other volcanoes have a country round 
them, but this has no land-margin of any kind—not even a beach, 
so far as we could make out.
 And it is always in a state of eruption. At night, it is said the 
red lava can be seen descending in a stream on one side. All we 
could see was the constant emission of steam-like clouds which 
lay in masses on its summit, and rose a great distance into the 
blue sky.
 Stromboli-in-the sea stands between Vesuvius on the Italian 
peninsula and Etna on the island of Sicily. The constant activ-
ity of Stomboli probably saves Vesuvius and Etna from much 
serious eruption, as all three appear to be chimneys of one fiery                
subterranean.
 In an hour or two after leaving Stromboli, we entered the 
Straits of Messina—the comparatively narrow strip of sea which 
divides Sicily from the Italian mainland. On our right, was the 
bright looking town of Messina, nestling at the foot of high hills 
behind—said to have been first founded by the Greeks, as a colony, 
3,000 years ago.
 On the opposite shore was Reggio, the modern remains of the 
Rhegium, at which the vessel named Castor and Pollux, containing 
Paul, touched on his way from Malta to Rome, after shipwreck (see 
Acts 28:11-13).
 Our whole course, from Naples to this point, lay on the very 
waters traversed by Paul’s vessel from Rhegium to Puteoli: for 
Puteoli lay a little to the north of Naples, on the same coast. It was 
interesting to realize that we here looked on the very waters and 
seacoast on which Paul’s eyes rested over 1,800 years ago. Pompeii 
at that time was a flourishing Italian city. It was overwhelmed a 
few years afterwards; and the articles we looked on in the Naples 
Museum were in actual use at that time.
 But we could not interest our fellow-passengers in these things. 
The furthest that the most intellectual of them could go was the 
association of the Straits of Messina with the Greek and Roman 
fable of Scylla and Charybdis—of no practical consequence to a 
living mortal.
 We said to ourselves, if we were asked why Paul’s identification 
with the neighbourhood should be such a source of interest to us, 
we thought we could tell. It was not anything there was in Paul as 
a human being, but what there was in the business that brought 
him into these waters.
 It was Paul’s master that made us interested in Paul; and we 
thought we could tell a few things on this head that would both 
be of the highest interest and of the utmost importance. But we 
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were in the midst of the deaf and the blind, and so had to keep our 
thoughts to ourselves, in the comforting reflection that it will not 
be always so. God’s purpose has been declared—

“To me every knee shall bow and every tongue confess”
—and in this glory, notwithstanding the frowns of our would-be 
tutors, who are great on the rubbish in yellow covers which they 
buy at the railways stalls or get out of the lending library: there 
sits one of them, yonder, asleep over his novel.
 Turning out of the straits of the left, and leaving the stately 
range of Sicilian mountains that level up to Etna on our right, we 
skirt the southern coast of Italy (the sole of the boot), and in a few 
hours are away eastwards, out of sight of land, in the direction of 
Port Said, which we shall reach in four days.

*          *          *
 FRIDAY, August 13, 1897—There is a considerable tumble on 
the water today, causing the vessel to roll a good deal, to the dis-
tress of one or two of our company. Hot sun and some wind from 
the northeast. In the afternoon, Crete came in sight on our port 
bow. The island was at a considerable distance—perhaps 25 or 30 
miles, and we would not have seen it at all but for the great height 
of its mountains, and the length of its coast (over 150 miles). We 
were not near enough to get a sight of the European war-vessels 
on guard over the island.
 It was a fine sight from an artistic point of view; but the mind 
could not but revert to the terrible disclosures of the last two years, 
with regard to the state of things prevailing in the population. 
Picturesqueness is often the mere stage scenery of human misery. 
These noble hills and valleys have been as hell to multitudes for 
years. We were troubled with a brutal pasha at our own table: but 
what would it be to be in the power of such a man, as the Cretans 
have been for several centuries—power not regulated by law but 
shaped only according to the caprice of avarice and lust?
 No wonder the Cretans are in rebellion. They are likely to have 
success. Though Greece has been crushed and compelled to with-
draw her rescue expedition, the Six Powers have the island in hand, 
and appear resolved to forbid the arrival of Turkish reinforcements 
and to order the departure of what Turkish troops remain, and to 
give the island self-government.
 Though the Cretans are no more angels than the Turks, one 
cannot help a little gladness at a small reduction in the sum of 
human misery, especially in a direction (the drying of the political 
Euphrates) that bears such promise of the arrival of the Great De-
liverer, who by war, wisdom and kindness will emancipate not only 
the subject populations of Turkey but the whole mass of mankind 
from the terrible state in which they have weltered their chaotic 

rights commissioner described as “neo-Nazi and violent,” holds 
extreme anti-immigrant views, favors a defense agreement with 
Russia and said the euro “turned out to be our destruction.”
 [France:] The National Front is a nationalist party that uses 
populist rhetoric to promote its anti-immigration and anti-Europe-
an Union positions. Its founders and sympathizers included former 
Nazi collaborators. The National Front is now led by Marine Le 
Pen, who took over from her father, Jean-Marie Le Pen, in 2011. 
Mr. Le Pen had used overtly anti-Semitic and racist language and 
faced repeated prosecution on accusations of Holocaust denial and 
inciting racial hatred.
 [Germany:] The far-right Alternative for Germany party is 
expected to be the first right-wing party to enter the Parliament 
since the end of World War II. The party “attracted voters who were 
anti-establishment, anti-liberalization, anti-European, anti-ev-
erything that has come to be regarded as the norm”—NYTimes, 
7/16
 Thus we are witnessing the rise of parties whose pur-
pose, under the hidden hand of God, is to shake up the 
heavens, or political firmament over Europe.
 The international order that the United States and Europe 
helped create and sustain after World War II is under pressure. 
The increasing fragility of various states—and, in some cases, 
their complete collapse—has destabilized entire regions, especially 
Africa and the Middle East, sparked violent conflicts, and provoked 
ever-greater waves of mass migration. 
 Against this backdrop, Germany has remained remarkably 
stable. As a reflective power, Germany struggles to reconcile the 
lessons of history with the challenges of today. Germany will 
continue to frame its international posture primarily in civilian 
and diplomatic terms and will resort to military engagement only 
after weighing every risk and every possible alternative.
 Germany and France have led international efforts to contain 
and ultimately solve the military and political crisis [regarding 
the Crimea]. As the U.S. government has focused on other chal-
lenges, Germany and France have assumed the role of Russia’s 
main interlocutors on questions concerning European security 
and the survival of the Ukrainian state—For. Affairs, 7/16
 We note this development with interest. Germany con-
tinues its posture of introspection and unobtrusiveness, 
unwilling to ruffle feathers and risk alarm of a resurgent 
Germany threatening the welfare of Europe. But it, along 
with France, is passively being drawn into Russia’s sphere 
of influence. Too afraid to strengthen themselves over-
much, both countries have long relied on NATO and the 
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deliberately introverted and subdued for 70 years after 
working with Austria-Hungary and Italy to rip apart the 
continent in both WWI and WWII. 
 Now Germany—which the Bible styles Magog in Ezekiel 
38—along with many other European countries including 
the old agitators Austria, Hungary, and Italy, are all expe-
riencing the rise of nationalist political parties which have 
hawk-like agendas, and which seek opportunities to shake 
their countries free from the bureaucracy and inertia of 
the EU. Also in the mix is France—Gomer of the Scriptures. 
Note that the following comments were made before Britain 
made its decision to itself withdraw from the EU—
 During the early stages of the EU crisis, most threats to the 
survival of the Continental bloc came from its periphery. Back 
then the prevailing fear was [of a] financial disaster in a southern 
member state [e.g. Greece].
 Today, the steady rise of anti-establishment and Euroskeptic 
sentiments in Northern Europe, as exemplified in Austria and 
Germany, threatens the Continent’s south. 
 Austria is one of the countries most affected by Europe’s migra-
tion crisis.
  Italy is among the countries most worried by this.
  Greece, too, would feel the effects of a Euroskeptic Austrian 
government.
 Along with a large segment of its population, Germany’s govern-
ment is concerned about potential fallout in the country’s financial 
sector.
 The Euroskeptic trend poses a threat not only to the future 
of Southern Europe, but also to that of the Continental bloc as a 
whole. Surging nationalist sentiment could lead Northern Euro-
pean governments to isolate themselves from the south, closing 
borders or deciding that the eurozone would fare better without 
its problematic members—Stratfor, 4/16
 How far is Europe swinging to the right?
 [Hungary:] Jobbik, a far-right, anti-immigration, populist and 
economic protectionist party, [is] Hungary’s third-largest party. 
Its policy platform includes holding a referendum on membership 
in the European Union and a call to “stop hushing up such taboo 
issues” as “the Zionist Israel’s efforts to dominate Hungary and the 
world.”
 [Sweden:] The Sweden Democrats’ platform seeks a referendum 
on European Union membership.
 [Greece:] The neo-fascist party Golden Dawn came to interna-
tional attention in 2012 when it entered the Greek Parliament for 
the first time. The party, which the Council of Europe’s human 

way down the ages to the present unhappy hour.
 But our passengers took no interest in Crete, and did not 
seem to be particularly aware there was anything going on there. 
Between beer, business, and superstition, the whole world seems 
in an intellectual stupor from which nothing but the smashing 
intervention of the Strong Arm will arouse them. 
 After tea, I had a brush with our evolutionist friend in the sa-
loon in the presence of a small company, who listened somewhat 
excitedly. Our friend made light of the resurrection of Christ, 
yet was disposed to believe in the so-called materialization of 
Spiritualism. It turned out he had not seen any of the so-called 
“materializations.”
 I asked him why he believed in them, seeing he had not seen 
them. He said there was reliable testimony to their occurrence.  I 
asked why he did not believe in the resurrection of Christ, seeing 
we had reliable testimony. He said there was no such testimony. 
I asked if the New Testament did not constitute such testimony. 
He thought not: Bible writers in general were so flowery and 
metaphorical that no sufficiently definite idea could be obtained 
from them. I asked if he was sure that was true. As a whole, he 
thought so.
 Let us come, said I, to particular cases. I then read him extracts 
from the daily readings of that morning, concerning Nebuchadn-
ezzar’s siege of Jerusalem, and Christ’s having compassion on the 
multitude, “because they had nothing to eat.” I asked if these were 
flowery and metaphorical. He admitted there might be exceptions.
 I said I was prepared to prove the reverse, namely, that the 
rule was precise and literal narrative, and that the exception was 
metaphorical speech. Was not the crucifixion a literal reality? He 
admitted it. And was not the resurrection of Christ narrated in 
the same literal way? He thought not. I read specimens of the 
apostolic testimony on the subject; what had he to say to them?
 He must allow they were plain statements of the resurrection. 
Why, then, did he not believe? Because he could not conceive it 
possible. I said: You believe in the possible “materialization” of 
disembodied ghosts; can you conceive of the possibility of such a 
thing? He thought he could.  What! said I; would it be easier to 
condense a supposed invisible vital spark into a material body 
than to re-animate a corpse? Scientific men had testified to the 
materializations. Does it require science to enable men to see a 
living man as the disciples saw Christ after his resurrection? He 
had no doubt something happened. His own view was that Christ 
did not really die, but fell into some kind of trance on the cross, 
from which he afterwards awoke. If he had died, he could not have 
been brought to life again. I answered that truly no man could 
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bring a dead body to life; but our friend surely would not maintain 
that such a thing was beyond the power of God. The testimony of 
the apostles  was that “God raised him from the dead.”
 This was the course of the argument, and an actual part of the 
colloquy that passed; but it is not possible to reproduce the by-pas-
sages of thrust and parry in which the weakness of our friend’s 
position was made visibly manifest to himself. The conversation 
going beyond the limits of time allowed for afternoon tea, we broke 
it off with agreement to resume another time.

*          *          *
 SATURDAY, August 14, 1897—Our evolutionist friend (the 
Music Professor) turned up when tea was nearly over. He talked 
generalities, and did not seem anxious to resume. When a proper 
opening occurred, I read to him a statement of Christ that “the Son 
of Man should be killed at Jerusalem.” I asked if a man who was 
killed could be said to be in a trance? The Professor said he would 
not answer any more questions at this time. He did not feel in a 
condition to do so. He had no objections to listen to me, but he would 
prefer not to answer questions. I proposed he should question me 
on the subject. No; he was not prepared to question me. Another 
time, he might be in a fitter state. It was agreed the conversation 
should be adjourned. We are expecting to reach Port Said tomorrow.

*          *          *
 SUNDAY, August 15, 1897—We were rung for breakfast before 
the time this morning on account of being close to Port Said. Why 
this should be a reason for “hurrying up” will be understood by those 
who have ever been this way before. At Port Said, a fresh supply of 
coal has to be laid in, —fouling all parts of the vessel with coal dust. 
The time of stay is only a few hours, and most of the passengers 
would wish to land. Consequently, breakfast had to be cleared out 
of the way in good time.
 When breakfast was over and we got up on deck we were sailing 
in behind the breakwater that protects the entrance to the Suez 
Canal. Everybody was impatient to land. We had consequently to 
relinquish to another period of the day our delightful daily Bible 
readings by the Bible Companion—which we have enjoyed at the 
saloon table every morning after breakfast since we started. 
 While we were standing on deck among the other passengers, a 
young man who had been saluting us from a boat among the other 
boats over our side without our being able to imagine the salutations 
could be for us, having clambered on board, presented himself to 
us. It was Edgar Gee, son of brother Gee, who went out with his 
mother and brother to his father in Palestine some six years ago.
 He had come to Port Said from Haifa after a long stagnation 
at the latter place ensuing on the suspension of the railway works 

imposed on the world by the United States and its allies unrav-
eling, too?
 Britain’s choice to retreat . . . is just one among many loosely 
linked developments suggesting the potential for a reordering of 
power, economic relationships, borders and ideologies around the 
globe.
 Slow economic growth has undercut confidence. Populism has 
sprouted throughout the West. Borders in the Middle East are 
being erased. China is growing more assertive and Russia more 
adventurous. Refugees from poor and war-torn places are crossing 
land and sea.
 These forces are combining as never before to challenge the 
Western institutions and alliances that were established after 
World War II and that have largely held global sway ever since.
 Britain has been a pillar in that order, as well as a beneficia-
ry. It has an important (some would argue outsize) place in the 
United Nations, and a role in NATO, the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank—the postwar institutions invested with 
promoting global peace, security and economic prosperity.
 Now Britain symbolizes the cracks in that postwar foundation.
 Even as European leaders held a flurry of meetings to weigh 
a response to Britain’s departure, President Xi Jinping of China 
welcomed President Putin of Russia to Beijing for a brief state 
visit. More than China, Russia is an outlier to the American-led 
international system, and Mr. Putin in recent years has worked 
to divide and destabilize Europe. For him, the British vote is an 
unexpected gift.
 “Vladimir Putin will be rubbing his hands in glee,” the British 
historian Timothy Garton Ash wrote. “The unhappy English have 
delivered a body blow to the West.”
 The European Union often frustrates American presidents, yet 
the disintegration of the bloc would be a geopolitical disaster for 
Washington.
 Even before Britain’s exit, Germany was Europe’s dominant 
power. “There is no point beating about the bush,” [Germany’s 
Chancellor] Merkel said. Europe has reached “a turning point,” 
and “more and more often, we encounter basic doubts” about ev-
er-greater union.
 The markers of European decline are not hard to find. For the 
first time in modern history, Asia has more private wealth than 
Europe”—NYTimes, 6/16
EYES ON GERMANY
 With Britain’s pending withdrawal from the EU, author-
ities are casting a nervous eye at the economic and former 
military engine of Europe—Germany. This power has been 
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 From this promise we take our confident assurance. 
Let the lovers of the dark, haters of the light, uselessly 
steer their ships to moving ports in an ever-shifting fog. 
We, rather, lifting our heads above the raging seas, see the 
light on the dawn’s horizon, and confidently set our sail by 
the bright and morning Star out of Jacob. “We have also 
a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that 
ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, 
until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts” 
(2 Pet. 1:19).
 Provisioned with this hope, let us examine what is fright-
ening the powerful and influential—the ‘heaven-dwellers’ 
of this world that are beginning to be shaken—
 At the London School of Economics, Canada’s International 
Trade Minister Chrystia Freeland [talked] about Brexit, and the 
isolationist mood spreading around the world. “This is a complex, 
fraught moment,” she understated. She said she saw “deglobaliza-
tion’ taking place all around the planet. ‘We are living in a time 
when in most countries in the Western industrialized world, there 
is a tremendous popular backlash against international trade, 
against immigration, against what you might call open society.”
 Our societies are fracturing into tribes. In the U.K., it’s Leavers 
versus Remainers. In Turkey, the failed coup has cleaved society 
into Erdoganites and Gulenists (after the movement accused of 
supporting the failed coup). Almost everywhere, lines are being 
drawn between immigrants and the native-born. Black and white. 
Us and them.
 And the tribes are turning on one another—Globe&Mail, 7/16.
 The marvelous Power that is behind such fearsome de-
velopments is not working randomly, merely to frighten 
the powers that be and break up their complacency. There 
is purpose behind it—and that is to move the nations to 
take their appointed places as the picture of prophecy re-
quires. We saw this with the masses of England choosing to 
exit the European Union—a development that completely 
confounded the political leadership and even the voters 
themselves, yet which wonderfully sets up the picture in 
relation to Tarshish’s position as separate from the territo-
ries of the ten horns. Now we are seeing the residual effects 
of this earthquake ripple across the European continent—
EUROPE SHAKEN
 Britain’s historic vote to leave the European Union is already 
threatening to unravel a democratic bloc of nations that has co-
existed peacefully together for decades. But it is also generating 
uncertainty about an even bigger issue: Is the post-1945 order 

there, and in the absence of any immediate prospect of their re-
sumption. He had been six weeks in Port Said as ship’s chandler 
to a large hotel (the Eastern Exchange)—a post he had obtained 
through an old schoolmate in the same establishment. He told us 
he did not like the work or the town or the life at all, but it was his 
only choice at present, and better than rushing away to nothing 
at Haifa.
 He was desirous of getting to Australia if he could. He had 
heard of our coming by the Darmstadt, and resolved to see us. We 
were very glad to see him, and conversation ensured which may 
lead to the opening of his way. He took us ashore and showed us 
round. One of the licensed guides challenged him for encroaching 
on their duties. Edgar explained that he was not acting as a paid 
guide but as a cicerone to a party of his own friends. The official 
guide was incredulous, and reported him to a police officer, who 
quickly lodged the complaint at the police station, at which both 
Edgar and I had to appear—he to explain that he was a friend to 
the party and not a paid guide, and I to confirm the explanation, 
which was quickly accepted.
 After making sundry visits on foot, in the blazing sun, we got 
into a conveyance, and were driven round the Mediterranean Sea 
front of Port Said. Perceiving a funeral approaching, our driver 
asked if we would like to go to the cemetery—to which we signified 
our assent, and went on ahead of the procession. Our company was 
increased to ten, by four fellow-passengers, who had requested that 
they might make of our party. We were, therefore, too numerous 
for one conveyance, and had to get two. Our fellow-passengers 
were in the first carriage.
 When we arrived at the cemetery (which was about two miles 
off, by the sea-side) the occupants of the first carriage seriously 
suggested the inadvisability of our going in, for fear of infection in 
these times of plague. There were two smiling native caretakers 
inviting us to go in.
 I said I had no fear of infection, and if infection should take 
effect, it would matter nothing, as we were all bound to go sooner or 
later, and the sooner we quitted the present evil world, the better, 
if we had made friends with the coming Reformer.
 So saying (seeming as one mad), I and my company marched 
in. Afterwards, the other company followed, but did not come in 
so far, and quitted the grounds sooner.
  The cemetery had none of the beauty of a British, Australian, 
or American cemetery. There seemed to be no grass or flowers, but 
only a scant, brown, lank-looking herbage: and as for the graves, 
crosses and monuments, they looked as if they had been made of 
burnt wood. 
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 While the caretaker was showing us about among the graves, 
he explained that such a part was for the Roman Catholics, such 
a part for the Greek, such a part for the Arabic. I asked him what 
he was. He said (lighting up) “Mahommedan”. I asked where 
Mahomet was. His black shining face expanded into a smile, and 
looking furtively to heaven, with outstretched hands, he shrugged 
his shoulders, and said he did not know. I said Mahomet believed 
in Christ, and Christ went up before Mahomet. He smiled and 
looked perplexed. When we got to the gate, I asked if he had seen 
a ghost. He grinned and said no. Did he know anyone that had 
seen a ghost? No! I said there were no such things in reality. I 
said if he could have shown me a ghost, I would have given him 
a sovereign—whereat he, and some others at the gate, laughed 
heartily and shook their sides.
 This led one of our fellow-passengers, a Roman Catholic lady, 
to tell a story of the Virgin Mary having appeared periodically on 
a wall, at a certain place. There was no doubt about it whatever. 
Thousands of people went from all parts of the neighbourhood to 
see, and she and her brother went and saw.
 The appearance was distinct, brilliant, and beautiful: but, as 
they considered it, they came to the conclusion that it was a mag-
ic-lantern transparency. Her brother, looking at its surroundings, 
judged it came from a certain direction. He went round behind and 
rummaged about, till at last he found a man at work. This rather 
confirmed what I had been saying, but the lady introduced it as 
if she were about to relate something with another effect.
 Presently, the funeral procession came along. We had got into 
our two carriages, and waited them seated. They looked at us as 
they passed. It was a motley procession. I lifted my hat and saluted 
my poor fellow-creatures, at various stages of the procession, as 
they passed. It was wonderful to notice the sweet smile that passed 
over their faces, and the number that returned the salute. Human 
nature always shows at its best under the influence of kindness. 
The day will come.          (To be continued, God willing)

The Hand Of Our God Is Upon Us
By BRO. G. V. GROWCOTT

“His windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he 
kneeled upon his knees 3 times a day, and gave thanks before  

his God, as aforetime”—Dan. 6:10.
 DANIEL 3 is an inspiring record of men who chose the narrow 
way and who were prepared to follow it wherever it led—men who 
went forward from strength to strength, building for the future with 

emphasized. The contestants of the final struggle are more clearly 
positioned in their respective camps
 And the baseness of Egypt as a world power has been under-
lined. How could Israel do this so quickly, so completely, and so 
successfully? The rapidity has left the Great Powers aghast, as all 
the Arabs’ armaments lie in ruins, or in Israel’s hands.
 Israel’s confidence knows no bounds: they see not God’s hand.
 There yet remains the “time of Jacob’s trouble,” but he shall be 
saved out of it (Jer. 30). In the process, all flesh must be humbled. 
Yet once more He will shake, not the earth only, but the heavens 
also —
 “Wherefore we, receiving a Kingdom which cannot be moved, let 
us have grace whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence 
and godly fear.
 “For our God is a consuming fire” (Heb. 12:28-29).

— Berean February 1969

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy
A WORLD OF TROUBLE
 “There shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and 
in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with 
perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; Men’s hearts fail-
ing them for fear, and for looking after those things which 
are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be 
shaken. And then shall they see the Son of man coming in 
a cloud with power and great glory” (Luke 21:24-27).
 This simple statement from the Son of God clearly iden-
tifies the trouble that is to come upon the inhabitants of 
the earth in the days just preceding his return. It is the 
start of the great troubles which will later develop to such 
a degree that Daniel styles it, “a time of trouble, such as 
never was since there was a nation” (Dan. 12:1). As we mon-
itor world events, and see the ever-diminishing character 
and morality of humanity, we can perceive also the rising 
sense of panic deeply entrenched in a rudderless society 
of self-centered individuals, each seeking their own profit.
 But embedded in Jesus’s statement is the reassuring and 
sustaining thought: “then shall they see the Son of man 
coming with POWER,” even the potent strength of El, the 
Mighty One of the universe, who has made the promise to 
Daniel: “And at that time thy people shall be DELIVERED.” 
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purpose and determination upon a firm basis of light and reality. 
 Nebuchadnezzar, the personification of human pride and power, 
sets up an image of gold that all are commanded to worship. All 
through history it has been the same image in various forms, and 
it is the same today.
 It is the image of man—60 cubits high and 6 wide. Six is the 
number of man and the measure of his dominion on earth.
 And from time to time, man has demanded that the children 
of God worship his image. In early Christian times, all that was 
required to secure a believer’s release from death was to throw 
a little incense into the sacred fires of Jupiter. A small, harmless 
concession, it might seem, easy to do with mental reservations, but 
the whole vital principal of allegiance to God or man was involved.
 We are repeatedly faced with the same subtle and fatal choice 
in many ways today. Daniel himself does not appear at this crisis, 
when his 3 companions are cast into the furnace. Apparently he 
was elsewhere.
 But 70 years later he was faced with the same issue, and in a 
far more subtle form. This is recorded in chapter 6, and occurred 
under the Persian king Darius. This time no open act at all was 
demanded. All that was required was a refraining from prayer to 
any but the king for 30 days. And so (v. 10)—
 “Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went 
into his house; And his windows being open in his chamber toward 
Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees 3 times a day, and gave thanks 
before his God, as he did aforetime.”
 He knew the penalty. Was he foolhardy? Why couldn’t he have 
taken care not to be seen? Why couldn’t he have closed the lattice 
window which is so pointedly mentioned as being open? Wouldn’t 
common prudence have demanded at least that? God could hear 
just as well with it shut.
 But why SHOULD he hide? Why should he be ashamed or 
afraid? Who has supreme power, God or man? Naaman the Syrian 
had said (2 Kgs. 5:18)—
 “When I bow myself in the house of Rimmon, the Lord pardon 
thy servant in this thing.”
 But Daniel was a man of different stamp. Why should he tem-
porize and interrupt his communion with God at the whim of a 
heathen monarch? It was no sin to pray, it was his duty. And if he 
intended to pray, why should he hide it?
 He could not have faithfully followed any other course. His alle-
giance to God was on trial, and he faced the issue squarely. He did not 
go out of his way to flout the king’s commandment. He merely ignored 

 Here is the importance of the message to us. Are we prepared 
to receive this summons —
 “The Master is come, and calleth for thee.”
 Again Paul’s words illustrate the unchangeable intention of God 
with His people (v. 29) —
 “The gifts and calling of God are without repentance (irrevocable, 
unchangeable).”
 God’s purpose cannot fail. His Word shall not return unto Him 
void.
 Based on these things — the surety of what is happening, the 
unchangeable character of the Divine purpose, the imminence of 
their fulfilment, Paul continues with exhortation for us in Rom. 12 
and 13. Thus 12:1-2 —
 “I beseech you, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice — holy, acceptable unto God — which 
is your reasonable service.
 “And be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind.”
 Do we fear that we shall not have strength to survive this evil 
age? Do we WANT to survive this evil age?
 The strength is waiting for us, if we want it and avail ourselves 
of it. We must feel the need, the urge for salvation. The doubting 
mind would ask —
 “Lord, IF Thou canst do anything, have compassion on us and 
help us!” (Mk. 9:22).
 To which the only possible answer is (v. 23) —
 “If THOU canst BELIEVE, all things are possible to him that 
believeth.”
 God therefore asks the question (Isa. 50:2) —
 “Is My hand shortened, that it cannot redeem? Or have I no power 
to deliver?”
 He goes on to illustrate the wonderful deliverance of Israel from 
Egypt, and it has its counterpart today (vs. 2-3) —
 “I dry up the sea; I make the rivers a wilderness. Their fish stinketh 
because there is no water, and dieth for thirst.
 “I clothe the heavens with blackness, and I make sackcloth their 
covering.”
 The Egyptians’ waters have dried up and become a wilderness, 
their heavens have been darkened.
 The events have served a dual purpose. First, the scene of world 
events and center of world’s troubles have been brought into sharp 
focus. The basic division of the world into two camps has been 
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it, and followed his usual custom of worship, scorning subterfuge.
 Our minds are turned to an action of somewhat similar nature 
on the part of Ezra—an action which to the eyes of cold common 
sense was foolhardy and rash, but which was well-pleasing to God 
(Ezra 8:21-23)—
 “Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river of Ahava, that we 
might afflict ourselves before our God, to seek of Him a right way 
for us, and for our little ones, and for all our substance. For I was 
ashamed to require of the king a band of soldiers and horsemen to 
help us against the enemy in the way: because we had spoken unto 
the king saying, ‘The hand of our God is upon all them for good 
that seek Him, but His power and His wrath is against all them 
that forsake Him.’ So we fasted and besought our God for this: and 
He was entreated of us.”
 Ezra was not overconfident or boastful. He did not presume upon 
the providence of God. But he did not feel he could consistently 
ask the help of man when he had spoken of the limitless power of 
his God. Others may have regarded the matter differently, but to 
him, the situation raised again the same issue of allegiance and 
dependance—God or man—and whenever that issue arises in 
whatever form, the answer of faith must be the same.
 He well realized the responsibility he had assumed in leading 
his unprotected company through wild and hostile country. It 
is clear that this weighed heavily upon him. There were many 
other lives besides his own involved—many who trusted him and 
depended upon him, and who were prepared to make the journey 
with him relying on his judgment and wisdom.
 It would have been far easier to have asked for an armed guard, 
but he felt that the honor of his God was at stake, and so in prayer-
ful hope, and with no armor but faith, they ventured forth. And no 
harm befell them.

*          *          *
 These examples of individual courage and faith shine forth 
during some of Israel’s darkest years: Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Daniel, 
his 3 companions, Zerubbabel, Ezra and Nehemiah. Out of the deep 
shadow of the captivity period, these names appear as scattered 
beacons of faithful endurance.
 For the most part, these men worked out their course alone, 
surrounded by bitter hostility. The support and comfort of com-
panionship was denied them.
 Daniel ’s intense devotion to the land and people of God is 
evident from his prolonged prayers on their behalf, yet in the 
inscrutable wisdom of God it was decreed that he should endure 

they are written for our admonition upon whom the ends of the ages 
are come” (1 Cor. 10:11).
 Do these things not teach us that the same love is pervading 
our lives, and that God is extending mercy unto us day by day? 
The extension of Divine mercy unto us is the only possible avenue 
of our salvation.
 The startling thing should be that we stand so close to these 
events, and can see them taking such sharp focus. Are we mes-
merized by them? Or have we comprehended the seriousness of 
our position? (Rev. 3:20) —
 “Behold, I stand at the door and knock:
 “If any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to 
him, and will sup with him, and him with me.”
 The warning through Isaiah is clear (50:1) —
 “Wherefore, when I came, was there no man?
 “When I called was there none to answer?”
 God came to national Israel through Christ. His own received 
him not. It was a culmination of their natural waywardness. Isaiah 
had declared —
 “I have spread out My hands all the day unto a rebellious people: 
which walketh in a way that is not good, after their own thoughts.”
 God was beseeching them, pleading with them. And Paul uses 
this passage and builds thereon the grand theme of salvation 
extended to the ends of the earth (Rom. 11:1) —
 “Hath God cast away His people? (It shall never be!) God hath 
not cast away His people whom He foreknew.”
 Paul speaks of their waywardness (v. 11), of their stumbling at 
the Messiah; but indicates that through their false steps salvation 
has come to the Gentiles, that it has been the opening up of the 
door to us, the knock at the doors of our hearts. Now follows the 
thrilling thought in (v. 15) —
 “For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, 
what shall the receiving of them be but life from the dead?”
 Here we see the importance of Israel’s resurrection, and the 
events of recent months.
 It is startling to our senses that the receiving of them back is 
the harbinger of the day of the resurrection of the dead. The res-
urrection of the dead speaks of the return of Christ. The coming 
of Christ is a portend of the Day of Judgment being at hand. Paul 
had advised the Corinthians (2:5:10) —
 “We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ:
 “That every one may receive the things in body according to that 
he hath done, whether good or bad.”



 “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and 
shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.”
 The beauty of Isaiah’s reference to Israel’s marriage law was to 
teach the love and mercy of God for His people: that HIS covenant 
of selection and marriage to the nation would never be broken. 
It teaches the beauty of reconciliation — that the door was never 
shut, that God had not in “hardness of heart” given them a bill 
of divorcement which precluded their return. Though they as a 
nation had sold themselves to another, God’s position remained 
the same —
 “Where is the bill of your mother’s divorcement?”
 There was none to be found — for there was never one given. 
The separation was not caused by God’s hard-heartedness. It was 
caused by the nation’s wickedness and unfaithfulness. Israel had 
turned from her husband to another man — the Man of Sin, the 
idols of the world —
 “For your iniquities ye have sold yourselves; and for your trans-
gressions is your mother put away” (Isa. 50:1).
 The depth of God’s love is further portrayed in this respect by 
Hosea, who is commanded (Hos. 3) to take an adulterous woman 
(signifying apostate Israel) as his wife, and to love her as God’s 
love toward His children who had gone after strange idols. The 
prophetic interpretation follows (vs. 4-5) —
 “The children of Israel shall abide many days without a king, 
without a prince, without a sacrifice, without an image, without 
an ephod, and without teraphim:
 “Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the Lord 
their God, and David their king; and shall fear the Lord and His 
goodness in the latter days.”
 God had said (Isa. 41:8-9) —
 “Thou Israel art My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the 
seed of Abraham My friend.
 “Thou whom I have taken from the ends of the earth, and called 
thee from the chief men thereof;
 “And said unto thee, Thou art My servant: I have chosen thee, 
and not cast thee away.”
 The prophet therefore has shown that the condition from which 
Israel had to be redeemed was brought about by themselves, and 
that receiving them back was a supreme evidence of Divine love.
 And this working before our very eyes is marvelous. All the 
love of God, so clearly outlined in the prophets, is finding its 
culmination in our days. Do we not hear Paul’s words? —
 “Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and 
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a long and weary lifetime in exile, with Jerusalem desolate, the 
sanctuary in ruins, and the people of God a derision and reproach.
 And to Ezra and Nehemiah fell the thankless task of welding 
a few forlorn and factious remnants into a surface semblance of 
national unity, while the enemy derided the pitifully small results 
and those who remembered the former things wept at the com-
parison.
 Discouragement at times must have assailed these men at 
the hopelessness of their task in their “day of small things,” but a 
broader view of their position would carry them on. At all times, 
the issue is an individual one, and the personal relation to God 
is the important factor. This does not change, though outward 
circumstances may vary greatly, and therefore true satisfaction 
and confidence lies not in our material circumstances or visible 
accomplishments, but in our proper adjustment to them according 
to the expressed wisdom of God.
 Though destined to live during times of national collapse and 
humiliation, this conviction of the passing and secondary nature 
of present things would provide all these men alike with a basic 
consolation. Truly they grieved sincerely over the unhappy state of 
affairs, and labored heroically to alleviate it, but they realized that 
behind all temporary and surface calamities the eternal purpose 
was moving forward, unaffected by the failures of men.
 This did not, of course, relieve them from doing their part in 
their day and generation, but it softened the bitterness and de-
spondency that external conditions would generate.
 In their day, their heaven and earth were being shaken. Things 
which had appeared stable were collapsing. And with the collapse 
of the external things went the collapse of the faith of many.
 It was a time for determining what things were passing and 
incidental, and what things were fixed and eternal. Those whose 
faith had related to temporal prosperity and safety in the land 
were cast adrift. Only those held firm who saw deeper, and realized 
that faith in God means more than merely expecting His favor 
and protection, and must carry through times of darkness as well 
as times of light.
 Of such was Daniel. Beholding his people’s misery, his faith was 
not shaken in the power of the God Who had chosen them, but he 
looked to the spiritual condition of the people for the answer to 
their woes.
 So with Jeremiah and Ezekiel. While others lamented God’s 
departure from them, these men proclaimed the real cause, and 
the only remedy. We, too, live in times of upheaval—
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deliverance being wrought in the land [referring to the 1967 Arab- 
Israel War—T.D.C.] before our very eyes is Divine deliverance, and 
it is wondrous in the sight of all who have eyes to see.
 But it is not for the glory of national Israel, but to bring God 
honor and praise (49:26) —
 “I will feed them that oppress thee with their own flesh: they shall 
be drunken with their own blood, as with sweet wine.
 “And all flesh shall know that I the Lord (Yahweh — He who shall 
be) am thy Savior and thy Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.”

*          *          *
 Thus we continue with God’s love for His people in Isaiah 50. 
It is an answer to those who charge God with casting away Isra-
el. It is also an assurance for spiritual Israel that though God is 
correcting and chastening them, repentance will bring salvation.
It is the heart and message of God’s purpose with national Jewish 
stock: to teach the surety of mercy and love in all God’s ways.
 God is not hard-hearted or capricious. There is purpose and 
reason in all His ways. God chastens His children for their profit, 
that they may be partakers of His holiness. The whole process of 
Divine operations is to this end.

*          *          *
 Isa. 50:1 — “Where is the bill of your mother’s divorcement, whom 
I have put away?”
 This refers back to the Law of Moses (Deut. 24:1). Here we read 
that if a man’s wife found no favor in his eyes he could give her a 
writing of divorcement, or cutting-off, and send her away. Christ 
answered his disciples relative to this law, and indicated that it 
was granted to national Israel —
 “Because of the hardness of their hearts, but from the beginning 
it was not so.”
 God operates on much higher principles than hardness of heart; 
so must His children —
 “What God hath joined together, let not man put asunder” (Matt. 
19:6).
 This law was to make men think very deeply, to ponder the 
outcome of their actions. That man under Moses’ Law could never 
take his wife again, if she had gone to another man. Let him think 
well upon this matter: severance was forever.
 He forever closed the door on reconciliation.
 It was designed to assure that the original covenant undergone 
by man and wife was a sincere and honest agreement. Let your 
yea be yea. And from the beginning the beautiful picture was and 
still is as expressed by Christ —

 “Once again I shake both the heaven and the earth . . . that those 
things that cannot be shaken may remain” (Heb. 12:26,27).
 Whether we are shaken away or whether we remain depends 
upon the things to which we cling. If we cling to the things that 
cannot be shaken, then we can say with David—
 “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
The Lord of Hosts is with us. Therefore will not we fear, though the 
earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the 
midst of the sea” (Psa. 46).

Hath God Cast Away His People?
By BRO. E. F. HIGHAM, Sr.

“If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him 
that believeth”—(Mark 9:23).
ISAIAH CHAPTERS 48-50

 Isaiah impresses us with the glorious purpose of God, the ac-
curacy of His foreknowledge, the truth of His Word and, above all 
— His abounding love and mercy.
 Recent world events in the Mideast have enlivened our aware-
ness of the sureness of what has been prophesied; though perhaps 
we are not able to fit every event into the picture as we would 
desire. That God is in complete control of events has again been 
shown.
 It is important that we keep all in proper perspective.
 Humanly speaking, we rejoice with Israel against the obvious 
injustice and illogic of the present situation, because they are the 
Chosen Race through whom God is manifesting His principles of 
operation, and because we know their ultimate destiny. We must 
always keep in mind the divine prospect in our analysis of world 
events.
 The closeness of Israel to their Creator is illustrated —
 “Thus saith the Lord that made thee, and formed thee from the 
womb, which will help thee. Fear not, O Jacob My Servant, and 
thou Jeshurun whom I have chosen” (Isa. 44:2).
 “Hearken unto Me, O house of Jacob, and all the remnant of the 
house of Israel, which are borne by Me from the belly, which are 
carried from the womb: And even to your old age I am He; and even 
to hoar hairs will I carry you. I have made, and I will bear; even I 
will carry, and I will deliver you” (Isa. 46:3-4).
 And once again the prophet declares (46:9-10) —
 “Remember the former things of old, for I am God and there is 
none else; I am God and there is none like Me. Declaring the end 
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marks. It is another means of being associated with the Name or 
Purpose of God. Paul said —
 “I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.”
 The Greek word here for “marks” is stigma and means, “A mark 
incised or punched (for recognition of ownership, as of a slave); a 
scar of service.” Paul introduces his epistles with the salutation —
 “Paul, a servant (doulos — slave) of Jesus Christ.”
 We are further instructed in this regard by Israel’s first personal 
law, in Deut. 15:16-17. Here we find the incident of a Hebrew being 
sold into servitude, and of the release commanded after six years 
service.
 If during this period, through kindness and benevolence, the 
servant had come to love his master, and declare —
 “I will not go away from thee; because I love thee and thine house, 
because I was well with thee . . .
 “Then thou shalt take an awl and thrust it through his ear unto 
the door, and he shall be thy servant forever.”
 The same identity with Christ’s sufferings that Paul so inspiring-
ly manifests is required of us. Our lives, day by day, must illustrate 
the characteristics of Christ.
 For us to be incorporated in the Yahweh Name, this identity 
must be discernable when we stand in the Master’s presence.
Then openly, to the witness of all present, will personal engraving 
be shown —
 “Upon him that overcometh will I write the Name of my God, the 
Name of the City of my God, and my new Name.”
 But there must be the recognition in his presence, or he will 
declare —
 “Depart from me, for I never knew you.”
 The continual concern and love of God for His people are shown 
in Isaiah 49:18-26. Here is assurance of deliverance —
 “The destroyer shall go forth of thee” (v. 17).
 “Thou shalt clothe thyself with all thy regathered children” (v. 18).
 A new generation is born out of dispersion and captivity, to the 
surprise and wonderment of the nation (vs. 19-20).
 God’s work is manifested in using Gentile kings and rulers to 
bring back Israel to the Land, and causing them to humble them-
selves before Israel” (vs. 22-23).
 How shall the prey (Israel) be taken from those that are stronger 
than he (v. 24)? Humanly speaking it is not possible.  B u t 
DIVINELY speaking —
 “One shall chase a thousand.”
 Who shall say that “God hath cast away His people”? The        

from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are 
not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My 
pleasure.”
 And further (48:3-5) —
 “I have declared the former things from the beginning; and 
they went forth out of My mouth, and I showed them. I did them 
suddenly, and they came to pass.
 “I have even from the beginning declared it to thee; before it 
came to pass I showed it thee.”
 God’s purpose is here expressed — to avoid pride of man or 
nation, in ascribing the honor and praise to themselves —
 “Lest thou shouldest say, Mine idol hath done them, and my 
graven image, and my molten image, hath commanded them” (v. 5).

*          *          *
 Isaiah 48 continues with the theme of God’s mercy being ex-
tended for the honor and glory of His Name; to teach that God is 
a loving Father and pities His children who turn to Him.
 The exhortation is to come out of the world and be associated 
with the directing hand of God. If this had been the case with 
Israel, they would have been spared the terrible centuries of 
persecution which have been their lot. But they refused the 
outstretched hand (v. 18) —
 “O that thou hadst hearkened to My commandments!
 “Then had thy peace been as a river, and thy righteousness as 
the waves of the sea.”
 But because Israel chose to reject righteousness, the terrible 
ages of servitude have followed —
 “There is no peace, saith the Lord, to the wicked” (v. 22).
 Without righteousness, there can be no peace. One is the 
natural corollary of the other —
 “When Thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the 
world will learn righteousness.
 “Let favor be showed to the wicked, yet will he not learn right-
eousness.
 “Lord, when Thy hand is lifted up, they will not see. But they 
SHALL see, and be ashamed for their envy at the people” (Isa. 26: 
9-11).
 The purpose of God is comprehended in righteousness and 
peace, and in that order. Thrice repeated is the expression —
 “For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (Hab. 2:14).
 It is enclosed in the name of the King-Priest of the Age to Come: 
Melchizedek —
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 “First King of Righteousness, and after that also King of Peace” 
(Heb. 7:2).
 This is also applicable to those who will be associated with 
Christ in the Divine purpose. James defines the wisdom these 
must exercise in the present age (3:17-18) —
 “The wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable; gen-
tle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality and without hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is 
sown in peace of them that make peace.”

*          *          *
 The record from Isaiah is designed to teach us of God, Whom we 
must know and love to have salvation. When we see the fulfillment 
before our eyes, we must realize that all things are for the sake of 
God’s elect.
 But it is not for each of us to sit back and be smug in the 
knowledge of the Divine purpose granted to us. It is not for us to 
sit back with folded hands to await the summons to appear before 
the Judge of all the earth. The command was —
 “OCCUPY (labor) till I come.”
 Present events are to teach us once again, perhaps more em-
phatically than ever, that —
 “I stand at the door and knock.”
 “It is high time to awake out of sleep.”
 “Gird up the loins of your mind.”
 The preservation of the record to our time, and the opening of 
its message to our understandings, can be a supreme blessing or 
a terrible curse.
 It is ours to make the decision. God is not mocked.
 That which happened to Israel — be it in the time of the Judges 
or in the time of Hezekiah (during whose reign Isaiah prophesied) 
— was recorded for our benefit upon whom the end of Gentile 
times have come —
 “We ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we 
have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip.
 “If the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgres-
sion and disobedience received a just recompense of reward, how 
shall WE escape, if we neglect so great salvation?” (Heb. 2:1-3).
 The theme is Divine mercy. This is why we are allowed to read 
and see these things. But the same message teaches that there is 
an end to God’s mercy for the obdurate and sinner. Look at Isaiah 
(49:13-16) —
 “The Lord hath comforted His people, and will have mercy upon 
His afflicted.

 “But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath 
forgotten me.”
 God answers this charge in clear, unmistakable terms. It should 
teach us in two ways —
 That God is behind what is happening now in the Mid East, 
and that God is working with us in the same manner, and cares 
for His elect —
 “Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have 
compassion on the son of her womb?
 “Yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee.
 “Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of My hands; thy 
walls are continually before Me.”
 These statements illustrate the closeness of national Israel to 
God, because of the fathers’ sakes; that is, because of the right-
eousness of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The closeness to spiritual 
Israel is much more intimate.
 These are not just words. They have feeling and emotion, mercy 
and love. They are true, and are vital with meaning and purpose 
— meaning and purpose yet to be revealed. All flesh shall see it, 
and be humbled, and praise the Name of God!
 But what does this “engraving on the palms of His hands” 
imply? How can anything or anyone be engraven on the palms of 
the Increate Deity?
 The word LORD, when printed in capitals throughout the Old 
Testament, is “Yahweh” in the original, and signifies, “I will be” 
or “He who will be.” It reveals the purpose of God to manifest 
Himself first in Christ and then in his brethren and sisters who 
have become associated with Christ in faith and works.
 The graving, or engraving, or scarring, of Yahweh was in Christ. 
The means of salvation was effected by crucifixion; which placed 
in the Master’s hands an ineradicable identity of God’s love for 
His people —
 “Greater love hath no man than this that a man lay down his 
life for his friends.”
 This graving on the palms of Yahweh associates God with His 
people indelibly, through Christ (Rom. 11:2) —
 “God hath not cast away His people whom He foreknew.”
 The means of engraving was actually the rejection by Israel 
of Christ Jesus, their only means of salvation. The marks signify 
God’s exceeding love for His people Israel. God had caused them to 
be engraved by His determinate counsel and foreknowledge. They 
are the badge of His unalterable purpose of love and salvation.
 All who will be saved must come to be identified with these 
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 “First King of Righteousness, and after that also King of Peace” 
(Heb. 7:2).
 This is also applicable to those who will be associated with 
Christ in the Divine purpose. James defines the wisdom these 
must exercise in the present age (3:17-18) —
 “The wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable; gen-
tle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality and without hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is 
sown in peace of them that make peace.”

*          *          *
 The record from Isaiah is designed to teach us of God, Whom we 
must know and love to have salvation. When we see the fulfillment 
before our eyes, we must realize that all things are for the sake of 
God’s elect.
 But it is not for each of us to sit back and be smug in the 
knowledge of the Divine purpose granted to us. It is not for us to 
sit back with folded hands to await the summons to appear before 
the Judge of all the earth. The command was —
 “OCCUPY (labor) till I come.”
 Present events are to teach us once again, perhaps more em-
phatically than ever, that —
 “I stand at the door and knock.”
 “It is high time to awake out of sleep.”
 “Gird up the loins of your mind.”
 The preservation of the record to our time, and the opening of 
its message to our understandings, can be a supreme blessing or 
a terrible curse.
 It is ours to make the decision. God is not mocked.
 That which happened to Israel — be it in the time of the Judges 
or in the time of Hezekiah (during whose reign Isaiah prophesied) 
— was recorded for our benefit upon whom the end of Gentile 
times have come —
 “We ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we 
have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip.
 “If the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgres-
sion and disobedience received a just recompense of reward, how 
shall WE escape, if we neglect so great salvation?” (Heb. 2:1-3).
 The theme is Divine mercy. This is why we are allowed to read 
and see these things. But the same message teaches that there is 
an end to God’s mercy for the obdurate and sinner. Look at Isaiah 
(49:13-16) —
 “The Lord hath comforted His people, and will have mercy upon 
His afflicted.

 “But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath 
forgotten me.”
 God answers this charge in clear, unmistakable terms. It should 
teach us in two ways —
 That God is behind what is happening now in the Mid East, 
and that God is working with us in the same manner, and cares 
for His elect —
 “Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have 
compassion on the son of her womb?
 “Yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee.
 “Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of My hands; thy 
walls are continually before Me.”
 These statements illustrate the closeness of national Israel to 
God, because of the fathers’ sakes; that is, because of the right-
eousness of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The closeness to spiritual 
Israel is much more intimate.
 These are not just words. They have feeling and emotion, mercy 
and love. They are true, and are vital with meaning and purpose 
— meaning and purpose yet to be revealed. All flesh shall see it, 
and be humbled, and praise the Name of God!
 But what does this “engraving on the palms of His hands” 
imply? How can anything or anyone be engraven on the palms of 
the Increate Deity?
 The word LORD, when printed in capitals throughout the Old 
Testament, is “Yahweh” in the original, and signifies, “I will be” 
or “He who will be.” It reveals the purpose of God to manifest 
Himself first in Christ and then in his brethren and sisters who 
have become associated with Christ in faith and works.
 The graving, or engraving, or scarring, of Yahweh was in Christ. 
The means of salvation was effected by crucifixion; which placed 
in the Master’s hands an ineradicable identity of God’s love for 
His people —
 “Greater love hath no man than this that a man lay down his 
life for his friends.”
 This graving on the palms of Yahweh associates God with His 
people indelibly, through Christ (Rom. 11:2) —
 “God hath not cast away His people whom He foreknew.”
 The means of engraving was actually the rejection by Israel 
of Christ Jesus, their only means of salvation. The marks signify 
God’s exceeding love for His people Israel. God had caused them to 
be engraved by His determinate counsel and foreknowledge. They 
are the badge of His unalterable purpose of love and salvation.
 All who will be saved must come to be identified with these 
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marks. It is another means of being associated with the Name or 
Purpose of God. Paul said —
 “I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.”
 The Greek word here for “marks” is stigma and means, “A mark 
incised or punched (for recognition of ownership, as of a slave); a 
scar of service.” Paul introduces his epistles with the salutation —
 “Paul, a servant (doulos — slave) of Jesus Christ.”
 We are further instructed in this regard by Israel’s first personal 
law, in Deut. 15:16-17. Here we find the incident of a Hebrew being 
sold into servitude, and of the release commanded after six years 
service.
 If during this period, through kindness and benevolence, the 
servant had come to love his master, and declare —
 “I will not go away from thee; because I love thee and thine house, 
because I was well with thee . . .
 “Then thou shalt take an awl and thrust it through his ear unto 
the door, and he shall be thy servant forever.”
 The same identity with Christ’s sufferings that Paul so inspiring-
ly manifests is required of us. Our lives, day by day, must illustrate 
the characteristics of Christ.
 For us to be incorporated in the Yahweh Name, this identity 
must be discernable when we stand in the Master’s presence.
Then openly, to the witness of all present, will personal engraving 
be shown —
 “Upon him that overcometh will I write the Name of my God, the 
Name of the City of my God, and my new Name.”
 But there must be the recognition in his presence, or he will 
declare —
 “Depart from me, for I never knew you.”
 The continual concern and love of God for His people are shown 
in Isaiah 49:18-26. Here is assurance of deliverance —
 “The destroyer shall go forth of thee” (v. 17).
 “Thou shalt clothe thyself with all thy regathered children” (v. 18).
 A new generation is born out of dispersion and captivity, to the 
surprise and wonderment of the nation (vs. 19-20).
 God’s work is manifested in using Gentile kings and rulers to 
bring back Israel to the Land, and causing them to humble them-
selves before Israel” (vs. 22-23).
 How shall the prey (Israel) be taken from those that are stronger 
than he (v. 24)? Humanly speaking it is not possible.  B u t 
DIVINELY speaking —
 “One shall chase a thousand.”
 Who shall say that “God hath cast away His people”? The        

from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are 
not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My 
pleasure.”
 And further (48:3-5) —
 “I have declared the former things from the beginning; and 
they went forth out of My mouth, and I showed them. I did them 
suddenly, and they came to pass.
 “I have even from the beginning declared it to thee; before it 
came to pass I showed it thee.”
 God’s purpose is here expressed — to avoid pride of man or 
nation, in ascribing the honor and praise to themselves —
 “Lest thou shouldest say, Mine idol hath done them, and my 
graven image, and my molten image, hath commanded them” (v. 5).

*          *          *
 Isaiah 48 continues with the theme of God’s mercy being ex-
tended for the honor and glory of His Name; to teach that God is 
a loving Father and pities His children who turn to Him.
 The exhortation is to come out of the world and be associated 
with the directing hand of God. If this had been the case with 
Israel, they would have been spared the terrible centuries of 
persecution which have been their lot. But they refused the 
outstretched hand (v. 18) —
 “O that thou hadst hearkened to My commandments!
 “Then had thy peace been as a river, and thy righteousness as 
the waves of the sea.”
 But because Israel chose to reject righteousness, the terrible 
ages of servitude have followed —
 “There is no peace, saith the Lord, to the wicked” (v. 22).
 Without righteousness, there can be no peace. One is the 
natural corollary of the other —
 “When Thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the 
world will learn righteousness.
 “Let favor be showed to the wicked, yet will he not learn right-
eousness.
 “Lord, when Thy hand is lifted up, they will not see. But they 
SHALL see, and be ashamed for their envy at the people” (Isa. 26: 
9-11).
 The purpose of God is comprehended in righteousness and 
peace, and in that order. Thrice repeated is the expression —
 “For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (Hab. 2:14).
 It is enclosed in the name of the King-Priest of the Age to Come: 
Melchizedek —
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deliverance being wrought in the land [referring to the 1967 Arab- 
Israel War—T.D.C.] before our very eyes is Divine deliverance, and 
it is wondrous in the sight of all who have eyes to see.
 But it is not for the glory of national Israel, but to bring God 
honor and praise (49:26) —
 “I will feed them that oppress thee with their own flesh: they shall 
be drunken with their own blood, as with sweet wine.
 “And all flesh shall know that I the Lord (Yahweh — He who shall 
be) am thy Savior and thy Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.”

*          *          *
 Thus we continue with God’s love for His people in Isaiah 50. 
It is an answer to those who charge God with casting away Isra-
el. It is also an assurance for spiritual Israel that though God is 
correcting and chastening them, repentance will bring salvation.
It is the heart and message of God’s purpose with national Jewish 
stock: to teach the surety of mercy and love in all God’s ways.
 God is not hard-hearted or capricious. There is purpose and 
reason in all His ways. God chastens His children for their profit, 
that they may be partakers of His holiness. The whole process of 
Divine operations is to this end.

*          *          *
 Isa. 50:1 — “Where is the bill of your mother’s divorcement, whom 
I have put away?”
 This refers back to the Law of Moses (Deut. 24:1). Here we read 
that if a man’s wife found no favor in his eyes he could give her a 
writing of divorcement, or cutting-off, and send her away. Christ 
answered his disciples relative to this law, and indicated that it 
was granted to national Israel —
 “Because of the hardness of their hearts, but from the beginning 
it was not so.”
 God operates on much higher principles than hardness of heart; 
so must His children —
 “What God hath joined together, let not man put asunder” (Matt. 
19:6).
 This law was to make men think very deeply, to ponder the 
outcome of their actions. That man under Moses’ Law could never 
take his wife again, if she had gone to another man. Let him think 
well upon this matter: severance was forever.
 He forever closed the door on reconciliation.
 It was designed to assure that the original covenant undergone 
by man and wife was a sincere and honest agreement. Let your 
yea be yea. And from the beginning the beautiful picture was and 
still is as expressed by Christ —

 “Once again I shake both the heaven and the earth . . . that those 
things that cannot be shaken may remain” (Heb. 12:26,27).
 Whether we are shaken away or whether we remain depends 
upon the things to which we cling. If we cling to the things that 
cannot be shaken, then we can say with David—
 “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
The Lord of Hosts is with us. Therefore will not we fear, though the 
earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the 
midst of the sea” (Psa. 46).

Hath God Cast Away His People?
By BRO. E. F. HIGHAM, Sr.

“If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him 
that believeth”—(Mark 9:23).
ISAIAH CHAPTERS 48-50

 Isaiah impresses us with the glorious purpose of God, the ac-
curacy of His foreknowledge, the truth of His Word and, above all 
— His abounding love and mercy.
 Recent world events in the Mideast have enlivened our aware-
ness of the sureness of what has been prophesied; though perhaps 
we are not able to fit every event into the picture as we would 
desire. That God is in complete control of events has again been 
shown.
 It is important that we keep all in proper perspective.
 Humanly speaking, we rejoice with Israel against the obvious 
injustice and illogic of the present situation, because they are the 
Chosen Race through whom God is manifesting His principles of 
operation, and because we know their ultimate destiny. We must 
always keep in mind the divine prospect in our analysis of world 
events.
 The closeness of Israel to their Creator is illustrated —
 “Thus saith the Lord that made thee, and formed thee from the 
womb, which will help thee. Fear not, O Jacob My Servant, and 
thou Jeshurun whom I have chosen” (Isa. 44:2).
 “Hearken unto Me, O house of Jacob, and all the remnant of the 
house of Israel, which are borne by Me from the belly, which are 
carried from the womb: And even to your old age I am He; and even 
to hoar hairs will I carry you. I have made, and I will bear; even I 
will carry, and I will deliver you” (Isa. 46:3-4).
 And once again the prophet declares (46:9-10) —
 “Remember the former things of old, for I am God and there is 
none else; I am God and there is none like Me. Declaring the end 



 “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and 
shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.”
 The beauty of Isaiah’s reference to Israel’s marriage law was to 
teach the love and mercy of God for His people: that HIS covenant 
of selection and marriage to the nation would never be broken. 
It teaches the beauty of reconciliation — that the door was never 
shut, that God had not in “hardness of heart” given them a bill 
of divorcement which precluded their return. Though they as a 
nation had sold themselves to another, God’s position remained 
the same —
 “Where is the bill of your mother’s divorcement?”
 There was none to be found — for there was never one given. 
The separation was not caused by God’s hard-heartedness. It was 
caused by the nation’s wickedness and unfaithfulness. Israel had 
turned from her husband to another man — the Man of Sin, the 
idols of the world —
 “For your iniquities ye have sold yourselves; and for your trans-
gressions is your mother put away” (Isa. 50:1).
 The depth of God’s love is further portrayed in this respect by 
Hosea, who is commanded (Hos. 3) to take an adulterous woman 
(signifying apostate Israel) as his wife, and to love her as God’s 
love toward His children who had gone after strange idols. The 
prophetic interpretation follows (vs. 4-5) —
 “The children of Israel shall abide many days without a king, 
without a prince, without a sacrifice, without an image, without 
an ephod, and without teraphim:
 “Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the Lord 
their God, and David their king; and shall fear the Lord and His 
goodness in the latter days.”
 God had said (Isa. 41:8-9) —
 “Thou Israel art My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the 
seed of Abraham My friend.
 “Thou whom I have taken from the ends of the earth, and called 
thee from the chief men thereof;
 “And said unto thee, Thou art My servant: I have chosen thee, 
and not cast thee away.”
 The prophet therefore has shown that the condition from which 
Israel had to be redeemed was brought about by themselves, and 
that receiving them back was a supreme evidence of Divine love.
 And this working before our very eyes is marvelous. All the 
love of God, so clearly outlined in the prophets, is finding its 
culmination in our days. Do we not hear Paul’s words? —
 “Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and 
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a long and weary lifetime in exile, with Jerusalem desolate, the 
sanctuary in ruins, and the people of God a derision and reproach.
 And to Ezra and Nehemiah fell the thankless task of welding 
a few forlorn and factious remnants into a surface semblance of 
national unity, while the enemy derided the pitifully small results 
and those who remembered the former things wept at the com-
parison.
 Discouragement at times must have assailed these men at 
the hopelessness of their task in their “day of small things,” but a 
broader view of their position would carry them on. At all times, 
the issue is an individual one, and the personal relation to God 
is the important factor. This does not change, though outward 
circumstances may vary greatly, and therefore true satisfaction 
and confidence lies not in our material circumstances or visible 
accomplishments, but in our proper adjustment to them according 
to the expressed wisdom of God.
 Though destined to live during times of national collapse and 
humiliation, this conviction of the passing and secondary nature 
of present things would provide all these men alike with a basic 
consolation. Truly they grieved sincerely over the unhappy state of 
affairs, and labored heroically to alleviate it, but they realized that 
behind all temporary and surface calamities the eternal purpose 
was moving forward, unaffected by the failures of men.
 This did not, of course, relieve them from doing their part in 
their day and generation, but it softened the bitterness and de-
spondency that external conditions would generate.
 In their day, their heaven and earth were being shaken. Things 
which had appeared stable were collapsing. And with the collapse 
of the external things went the collapse of the faith of many.
 It was a time for determining what things were passing and 
incidental, and what things were fixed and eternal. Those whose 
faith had related to temporal prosperity and safety in the land 
were cast adrift. Only those held firm who saw deeper, and realized 
that faith in God means more than merely expecting His favor 
and protection, and must carry through times of darkness as well 
as times of light.
 Of such was Daniel. Beholding his people’s misery, his faith was 
not shaken in the power of the God Who had chosen them, but he 
looked to the spiritual condition of the people for the answer to 
their woes.
 So with Jeremiah and Ezekiel. While others lamented God’s 
departure from them, these men proclaimed the real cause, and 
the only remedy. We, too, live in times of upheaval—
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it, and followed his usual custom of worship, scorning subterfuge.
 Our minds are turned to an action of somewhat similar nature 
on the part of Ezra—an action which to the eyes of cold common 
sense was foolhardy and rash, but which was well-pleasing to God 
(Ezra 8:21-23)—
 “Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river of Ahava, that we 
might afflict ourselves before our God, to seek of Him a right way 
for us, and for our little ones, and for all our substance. For I was 
ashamed to require of the king a band of soldiers and horsemen to 
help us against the enemy in the way: because we had spoken unto 
the king saying, ‘The hand of our God is upon all them for good 
that seek Him, but His power and His wrath is against all them 
that forsake Him.’ So we fasted and besought our God for this: and 
He was entreated of us.”
 Ezra was not overconfident or boastful. He did not presume upon 
the providence of God. But he did not feel he could consistently 
ask the help of man when he had spoken of the limitless power of 
his God. Others may have regarded the matter differently, but to 
him, the situation raised again the same issue of allegiance and 
dependance—God or man—and whenever that issue arises in 
whatever form, the answer of faith must be the same.
 He well realized the responsibility he had assumed in leading 
his unprotected company through wild and hostile country. It 
is clear that this weighed heavily upon him. There were many 
other lives besides his own involved—many who trusted him and 
depended upon him, and who were prepared to make the journey 
with him relying on his judgment and wisdom.
 It would have been far easier to have asked for an armed guard, 
but he felt that the honor of his God was at stake, and so in prayer-
ful hope, and with no armor but faith, they ventured forth. And no 
harm befell them.

*          *          *
 These examples of individual courage and faith shine forth 
during some of Israel’s darkest years: Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Daniel, 
his 3 companions, Zerubbabel, Ezra and Nehemiah. Out of the deep 
shadow of the captivity period, these names appear as scattered 
beacons of faithful endurance.
 For the most part, these men worked out their course alone, 
surrounded by bitter hostility. The support and comfort of com-
panionship was denied them.
 Daniel ’s intense devotion to the land and people of God is 
evident from his prolonged prayers on their behalf, yet in the 
inscrutable wisdom of God it was decreed that he should endure 

they are written for our admonition upon whom the ends of the ages 
are come” (1 Cor. 10:11).
 Do these things not teach us that the same love is pervading 
our lives, and that God is extending mercy unto us day by day? 
The extension of Divine mercy unto us is the only possible avenue 
of our salvation.
 The startling thing should be that we stand so close to these 
events, and can see them taking such sharp focus. Are we mes-
merized by them? Or have we comprehended the seriousness of 
our position? (Rev. 3:20) —
 “Behold, I stand at the door and knock:
 “If any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to 
him, and will sup with him, and him with me.”
 The warning through Isaiah is clear (50:1) —
 “Wherefore, when I came, was there no man?
 “When I called was there none to answer?”
 God came to national Israel through Christ. His own received 
him not. It was a culmination of their natural waywardness. Isaiah 
had declared —
 “I have spread out My hands all the day unto a rebellious people: 
which walketh in a way that is not good, after their own thoughts.”
 God was beseeching them, pleading with them. And Paul uses 
this passage and builds thereon the grand theme of salvation 
extended to the ends of the earth (Rom. 11:1) —
 “Hath God cast away His people? (It shall never be!) God hath 
not cast away His people whom He foreknew.”
 Paul speaks of their waywardness (v. 11), of their stumbling at 
the Messiah; but indicates that through their false steps salvation 
has come to the Gentiles, that it has been the opening up of the 
door to us, the knock at the doors of our hearts. Now follows the 
thrilling thought in (v. 15) —
 “For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, 
what shall the receiving of them be but life from the dead?”
 Here we see the importance of Israel’s resurrection, and the 
events of recent months.
 It is startling to our senses that the receiving of them back is 
the harbinger of the day of the resurrection of the dead. The res-
urrection of the dead speaks of the return of Christ. The coming 
of Christ is a portend of the Day of Judgment being at hand. Paul 
had advised the Corinthians (2:5:10) —
 “We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ:
 “That every one may receive the things in body according to that 
he hath done, whether good or bad.”
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purpose and determination upon a firm basis of light and reality. 
 Nebuchadnezzar, the personification of human pride and power, 
sets up an image of gold that all are commanded to worship. All 
through history it has been the same image in various forms, and 
it is the same today.
 It is the image of man—60 cubits high and 6 wide. Six is the 
number of man and the measure of his dominion on earth.
 And from time to time, man has demanded that the children 
of God worship his image. In early Christian times, all that was 
required to secure a believer’s release from death was to throw 
a little incense into the sacred fires of Jupiter. A small, harmless 
concession, it might seem, easy to do with mental reservations, but 
the whole vital principal of allegiance to God or man was involved.
 We are repeatedly faced with the same subtle and fatal choice 
in many ways today. Daniel himself does not appear at this crisis, 
when his 3 companions are cast into the furnace. Apparently he 
was elsewhere.
 But 70 years later he was faced with the same issue, and in a 
far more subtle form. This is recorded in chapter 6, and occurred 
under the Persian king Darius. This time no open act at all was 
demanded. All that was required was a refraining from prayer to 
any but the king for 30 days. And so (v. 10)—
 “Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went 
into his house; And his windows being open in his chamber toward 
Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees 3 times a day, and gave thanks 
before his God, as he did aforetime.”
 He knew the penalty. Was he foolhardy? Why couldn’t he have 
taken care not to be seen? Why couldn’t he have closed the lattice 
window which is so pointedly mentioned as being open? Wouldn’t 
common prudence have demanded at least that? God could hear 
just as well with it shut.
 But why SHOULD he hide? Why should he be ashamed or 
afraid? Who has supreme power, God or man? Naaman the Syrian 
had said (2 Kgs. 5:18)—
 “When I bow myself in the house of Rimmon, the Lord pardon 
thy servant in this thing.”
 But Daniel was a man of different stamp. Why should he tem-
porize and interrupt his communion with God at the whim of a 
heathen monarch? It was no sin to pray, it was his duty. And if he 
intended to pray, why should he hide it?
 He could not have faithfully followed any other course. His alle-
giance to God was on trial, and he faced the issue squarely. He did not 
go out of his way to flout the king’s commandment. He merely ignored 

 Here is the importance of the message to us. Are we prepared 
to receive this summons —
 “The Master is come, and calleth for thee.”
 Again Paul’s words illustrate the unchangeable intention of God 
with His people (v. 29) —
 “The gifts and calling of God are without repentance (irrevocable, 
unchangeable).”
 God’s purpose cannot fail. His Word shall not return unto Him 
void.
 Based on these things — the surety of what is happening, the 
unchangeable character of the Divine purpose, the imminence of 
their fulfilment, Paul continues with exhortation for us in Rom. 12 
and 13. Thus 12:1-2 —
 “I beseech you, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice — holy, acceptable unto God — which 
is your reasonable service.
 “And be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind.”
 Do we fear that we shall not have strength to survive this evil 
age? Do we WANT to survive this evil age?
 The strength is waiting for us, if we want it and avail ourselves 
of it. We must feel the need, the urge for salvation. The doubting 
mind would ask —
 “Lord, IF Thou canst do anything, have compassion on us and 
help us!” (Mk. 9:22).
 To which the only possible answer is (v. 23) —
 “If THOU canst BELIEVE, all things are possible to him that 
believeth.”
 God therefore asks the question (Isa. 50:2) —
 “Is My hand shortened, that it cannot redeem? Or have I no power 
to deliver?”
 He goes on to illustrate the wonderful deliverance of Israel from 
Egypt, and it has its counterpart today (vs. 2-3) —
 “I dry up the sea; I make the rivers a wilderness. Their fish stinketh 
because there is no water, and dieth for thirst.
 “I clothe the heavens with blackness, and I make sackcloth their 
covering.”
 The Egyptians’ waters have dried up and become a wilderness, 
their heavens have been darkened.
 The events have served a dual purpose. First, the scene of world 
events and center of world’s troubles have been brought into sharp 
focus. The basic division of the world into two camps has been 
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 While the caretaker was showing us about among the graves, 
he explained that such a part was for the Roman Catholics, such 
a part for the Greek, such a part for the Arabic. I asked him what 
he was. He said (lighting up) “Mahommedan”. I asked where 
Mahomet was. His black shining face expanded into a smile, and 
looking furtively to heaven, with outstretched hands, he shrugged 
his shoulders, and said he did not know. I said Mahomet believed 
in Christ, and Christ went up before Mahomet. He smiled and 
looked perplexed. When we got to the gate, I asked if he had seen 
a ghost. He grinned and said no. Did he know anyone that had 
seen a ghost? No! I said there were no such things in reality. I 
said if he could have shown me a ghost, I would have given him 
a sovereign—whereat he, and some others at the gate, laughed 
heartily and shook their sides.
 This led one of our fellow-passengers, a Roman Catholic lady, 
to tell a story of the Virgin Mary having appeared periodically on 
a wall, at a certain place. There was no doubt about it whatever. 
Thousands of people went from all parts of the neighbourhood to 
see, and she and her brother went and saw.
 The appearance was distinct, brilliant, and beautiful: but, as 
they considered it, they came to the conclusion that it was a mag-
ic-lantern transparency. Her brother, looking at its surroundings, 
judged it came from a certain direction. He went round behind and 
rummaged about, till at last he found a man at work. This rather 
confirmed what I had been saying, but the lady introduced it as 
if she were about to relate something with another effect.
 Presently, the funeral procession came along. We had got into 
our two carriages, and waited them seated. They looked at us as 
they passed. It was a motley procession. I lifted my hat and saluted 
my poor fellow-creatures, at various stages of the procession, as 
they passed. It was wonderful to notice the sweet smile that passed 
over their faces, and the number that returned the salute. Human 
nature always shows at its best under the influence of kindness. 
The day will come.          (To be continued, God willing)

The Hand Of Our God Is Upon Us
By BRO. G. V. GROWCOTT

“His windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he 
kneeled upon his knees 3 times a day, and gave thanks before  

his God, as aforetime”—Dan. 6:10.
 DANIEL 3 is an inspiring record of men who chose the narrow 
way and who were prepared to follow it wherever it led—men who 
went forward from strength to strength, building for the future with 

emphasized. The contestants of the final struggle are more clearly 
positioned in their respective camps
 And the baseness of Egypt as a world power has been under-
lined. How could Israel do this so quickly, so completely, and so 
successfully? The rapidity has left the Great Powers aghast, as all 
the Arabs’ armaments lie in ruins, or in Israel’s hands.
 Israel’s confidence knows no bounds: they see not God’s hand.
 There yet remains the “time of Jacob’s trouble,” but he shall be 
saved out of it (Jer. 30). In the process, all flesh must be humbled. 
Yet once more He will shake, not the earth only, but the heavens 
also —
 “Wherefore we, receiving a Kingdom which cannot be moved, let 
us have grace whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence 
and godly fear.
 “For our God is a consuming fire” (Heb. 12:28-29).

— Berean February 1969

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy
A WORLD OF TROUBLE
 “There shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and 
in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with 
perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; Men’s hearts fail-
ing them for fear, and for looking after those things which 
are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be 
shaken. And then shall they see the Son of man coming in 
a cloud with power and great glory” (Luke 21:24-27).
 This simple statement from the Son of God clearly iden-
tifies the trouble that is to come upon the inhabitants of 
the earth in the days just preceding his return. It is the 
start of the great troubles which will later develop to such 
a degree that Daniel styles it, “a time of trouble, such as 
never was since there was a nation” (Dan. 12:1). As we mon-
itor world events, and see the ever-diminishing character 
and morality of humanity, we can perceive also the rising 
sense of panic deeply entrenched in a rudderless society 
of self-centered individuals, each seeking their own profit.
 But embedded in Jesus’s statement is the reassuring and 
sustaining thought: “then shall they see the Son of man 
coming with POWER,” even the potent strength of El, the 
Mighty One of the universe, who has made the promise to 
Daniel: “And at that time thy people shall be DELIVERED.” 
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 From this promise we take our confident assurance. 
Let the lovers of the dark, haters of the light, uselessly 
steer their ships to moving ports in an ever-shifting fog. 
We, rather, lifting our heads above the raging seas, see the 
light on the dawn’s horizon, and confidently set our sail by 
the bright and morning Star out of Jacob. “We have also 
a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that 
ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, 
until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts” 
(2 Pet. 1:19).
 Provisioned with this hope, let us examine what is fright-
ening the powerful and influential—the ‘heaven-dwellers’ 
of this world that are beginning to be shaken—
 At the London School of Economics, Canada’s International 
Trade Minister Chrystia Freeland [talked] about Brexit, and the 
isolationist mood spreading around the world. “This is a complex, 
fraught moment,” she understated. She said she saw “deglobaliza-
tion’ taking place all around the planet. ‘We are living in a time 
when in most countries in the Western industrialized world, there 
is a tremendous popular backlash against international trade, 
against immigration, against what you might call open society.”
 Our societies are fracturing into tribes. In the U.K., it’s Leavers 
versus Remainers. In Turkey, the failed coup has cleaved society 
into Erdoganites and Gulenists (after the movement accused of 
supporting the failed coup). Almost everywhere, lines are being 
drawn between immigrants and the native-born. Black and white. 
Us and them.
 And the tribes are turning on one another—Globe&Mail, 7/16.
 The marvelous Power that is behind such fearsome de-
velopments is not working randomly, merely to frighten 
the powers that be and break up their complacency. There 
is purpose behind it—and that is to move the nations to 
take their appointed places as the picture of prophecy re-
quires. We saw this with the masses of England choosing to 
exit the European Union—a development that completely 
confounded the political leadership and even the voters 
themselves, yet which wonderfully sets up the picture in 
relation to Tarshish’s position as separate from the territo-
ries of the ten horns. Now we are seeing the residual effects 
of this earthquake ripple across the European continent—
EUROPE SHAKEN
 Britain’s historic vote to leave the European Union is already 
threatening to unravel a democratic bloc of nations that has co-
existed peacefully together for decades. But it is also generating 
uncertainty about an even bigger issue: Is the post-1945 order 

there, and in the absence of any immediate prospect of their re-
sumption. He had been six weeks in Port Said as ship’s chandler 
to a large hotel (the Eastern Exchange)—a post he had obtained 
through an old schoolmate in the same establishment. He told us 
he did not like the work or the town or the life at all, but it was his 
only choice at present, and better than rushing away to nothing 
at Haifa.
 He was desirous of getting to Australia if he could. He had 
heard of our coming by the Darmstadt, and resolved to see us. We 
were very glad to see him, and conversation ensured which may 
lead to the opening of his way. He took us ashore and showed us 
round. One of the licensed guides challenged him for encroaching 
on their duties. Edgar explained that he was not acting as a paid 
guide but as a cicerone to a party of his own friends. The official 
guide was incredulous, and reported him to a police officer, who 
quickly lodged the complaint at the police station, at which both 
Edgar and I had to appear—he to explain that he was a friend to 
the party and not a paid guide, and I to confirm the explanation, 
which was quickly accepted.
 After making sundry visits on foot, in the blazing sun, we got 
into a conveyance, and were driven round the Mediterranean Sea 
front of Port Said. Perceiving a funeral approaching, our driver 
asked if we would like to go to the cemetery—to which we signified 
our assent, and went on ahead of the procession. Our company was 
increased to ten, by four fellow-passengers, who had requested that 
they might make of our party. We were, therefore, too numerous 
for one conveyance, and had to get two. Our fellow-passengers 
were in the first carriage.
 When we arrived at the cemetery (which was about two miles 
off, by the sea-side) the occupants of the first carriage seriously 
suggested the inadvisability of our going in, for fear of infection in 
these times of plague. There were two smiling native caretakers 
inviting us to go in.
 I said I had no fear of infection, and if infection should take 
effect, it would matter nothing, as we were all bound to go sooner or 
later, and the sooner we quitted the present evil world, the better, 
if we had made friends with the coming Reformer.
 So saying (seeming as one mad), I and my company marched 
in. Afterwards, the other company followed, but did not come in 
so far, and quitted the grounds sooner.
  The cemetery had none of the beauty of a British, Australian, 
or American cemetery. There seemed to be no grass or flowers, but 
only a scant, brown, lank-looking herbage: and as for the graves, 
crosses and monuments, they looked as if they had been made of 
burnt wood. 
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bring a dead body to life; but our friend surely would not maintain 
that such a thing was beyond the power of God. The testimony of 
the apostles  was that “God raised him from the dead.”
 This was the course of the argument, and an actual part of the 
colloquy that passed; but it is not possible to reproduce the by-pas-
sages of thrust and parry in which the weakness of our friend’s 
position was made visibly manifest to himself. The conversation 
going beyond the limits of time allowed for afternoon tea, we broke 
it off with agreement to resume another time.

*          *          *
 SATURDAY, August 14, 1897—Our evolutionist friend (the 
Music Professor) turned up when tea was nearly over. He talked 
generalities, and did not seem anxious to resume. When a proper 
opening occurred, I read to him a statement of Christ that “the Son 
of Man should be killed at Jerusalem.” I asked if a man who was 
killed could be said to be in a trance? The Professor said he would 
not answer any more questions at this time. He did not feel in a 
condition to do so. He had no objections to listen to me, but he would 
prefer not to answer questions. I proposed he should question me 
on the subject. No; he was not prepared to question me. Another 
time, he might be in a fitter state. It was agreed the conversation 
should be adjourned. We are expecting to reach Port Said tomorrow.

*          *          *
 SUNDAY, August 15, 1897—We were rung for breakfast before 
the time this morning on account of being close to Port Said. Why 
this should be a reason for “hurrying up” will be understood by those 
who have ever been this way before. At Port Said, a fresh supply of 
coal has to be laid in, —fouling all parts of the vessel with coal dust. 
The time of stay is only a few hours, and most of the passengers 
would wish to land. Consequently, breakfast had to be cleared out 
of the way in good time.
 When breakfast was over and we got up on deck we were sailing 
in behind the breakwater that protects the entrance to the Suez 
Canal. Everybody was impatient to land. We had consequently to 
relinquish to another period of the day our delightful daily Bible 
readings by the Bible Companion—which we have enjoyed at the 
saloon table every morning after breakfast since we started. 
 While we were standing on deck among the other passengers, a 
young man who had been saluting us from a boat among the other 
boats over our side without our being able to imagine the salutations 
could be for us, having clambered on board, presented himself to 
us. It was Edgar Gee, son of brother Gee, who went out with his 
mother and brother to his father in Palestine some six years ago.
 He had come to Port Said from Haifa after a long stagnation 
at the latter place ensuing on the suspension of the railway works 

imposed on the world by the United States and its allies unrav-
eling, too?
 Britain’s choice to retreat . . . is just one among many loosely 
linked developments suggesting the potential for a reordering of 
power, economic relationships, borders and ideologies around the 
globe.
 Slow economic growth has undercut confidence. Populism has 
sprouted throughout the West. Borders in the Middle East are 
being erased. China is growing more assertive and Russia more 
adventurous. Refugees from poor and war-torn places are crossing 
land and sea.
 These forces are combining as never before to challenge the 
Western institutions and alliances that were established after 
World War II and that have largely held global sway ever since.
 Britain has been a pillar in that order, as well as a beneficia-
ry. It has an important (some would argue outsize) place in the 
United Nations, and a role in NATO, the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank—the postwar institutions invested with 
promoting global peace, security and economic prosperity.
 Now Britain symbolizes the cracks in that postwar foundation.
 Even as European leaders held a flurry of meetings to weigh 
a response to Britain’s departure, President Xi Jinping of China 
welcomed President Putin of Russia to Beijing for a brief state 
visit. More than China, Russia is an outlier to the American-led 
international system, and Mr. Putin in recent years has worked 
to divide and destabilize Europe. For him, the British vote is an 
unexpected gift.
 “Vladimir Putin will be rubbing his hands in glee,” the British 
historian Timothy Garton Ash wrote. “The unhappy English have 
delivered a body blow to the West.”
 The European Union often frustrates American presidents, yet 
the disintegration of the bloc would be a geopolitical disaster for 
Washington.
 Even before Britain’s exit, Germany was Europe’s dominant 
power. “There is no point beating about the bush,” [Germany’s 
Chancellor] Merkel said. Europe has reached “a turning point,” 
and “more and more often, we encounter basic doubts” about ev-
er-greater union.
 The markers of European decline are not hard to find. For the 
first time in modern history, Asia has more private wealth than 
Europe”—NYTimes, 6/16
EYES ON GERMANY
 With Britain’s pending withdrawal from the EU, author-
ities are casting a nervous eye at the economic and former 
military engine of Europe—Germany. This power has been 



Berean 2016 261280 Berean 2016

deliberately introverted and subdued for 70 years after 
working with Austria-Hungary and Italy to rip apart the 
continent in both WWI and WWII. 
 Now Germany—which the Bible styles Magog in Ezekiel 
38—along with many other European countries including 
the old agitators Austria, Hungary, and Italy, are all expe-
riencing the rise of nationalist political parties which have 
hawk-like agendas, and which seek opportunities to shake 
their countries free from the bureaucracy and inertia of 
the EU. Also in the mix is France—Gomer of the Scriptures. 
Note that the following comments were made before Britain 
made its decision to itself withdraw from the EU—
 During the early stages of the EU crisis, most threats to the 
survival of the Continental bloc came from its periphery. Back 
then the prevailing fear was [of a] financial disaster in a southern 
member state [e.g. Greece].
 Today, the steady rise of anti-establishment and Euroskeptic 
sentiments in Northern Europe, as exemplified in Austria and 
Germany, threatens the Continent’s south. 
 Austria is one of the countries most affected by Europe’s migra-
tion crisis.
  Italy is among the countries most worried by this.
  Greece, too, would feel the effects of a Euroskeptic Austrian 
government.
 Along with a large segment of its population, Germany’s govern-
ment is concerned about potential fallout in the country’s financial 
sector.
 The Euroskeptic trend poses a threat not only to the future 
of Southern Europe, but also to that of the Continental bloc as a 
whole. Surging nationalist sentiment could lead Northern Euro-
pean governments to isolate themselves from the south, closing 
borders or deciding that the eurozone would fare better without 
its problematic members—Stratfor, 4/16
 How far is Europe swinging to the right?
 [Hungary:] Jobbik, a far-right, anti-immigration, populist and 
economic protectionist party, [is] Hungary’s third-largest party. 
Its policy platform includes holding a referendum on membership 
in the European Union and a call to “stop hushing up such taboo 
issues” as “the Zionist Israel’s efforts to dominate Hungary and the 
world.”
 [Sweden:] The Sweden Democrats’ platform seeks a referendum 
on European Union membership.
 [Greece:] The neo-fascist party Golden Dawn came to interna-
tional attention in 2012 when it entered the Greek Parliament for 
the first time. The party, which the Council of Europe’s human 

way down the ages to the present unhappy hour.
 But our passengers took no interest in Crete, and did not 
seem to be particularly aware there was anything going on there. 
Between beer, business, and superstition, the whole world seems 
in an intellectual stupor from which nothing but the smashing 
intervention of the Strong Arm will arouse them. 
 After tea, I had a brush with our evolutionist friend in the sa-
loon in the presence of a small company, who listened somewhat 
excitedly. Our friend made light of the resurrection of Christ, 
yet was disposed to believe in the so-called materialization of 
Spiritualism. It turned out he had not seen any of the so-called 
“materializations.”
 I asked him why he believed in them, seeing he had not seen 
them. He said there was reliable testimony to their occurrence.  I 
asked why he did not believe in the resurrection of Christ, seeing 
we had reliable testimony. He said there was no such testimony. 
I asked if the New Testament did not constitute such testimony. 
He thought not: Bible writers in general were so flowery and 
metaphorical that no sufficiently definite idea could be obtained 
from them. I asked if he was sure that was true. As a whole, he 
thought so.
 Let us come, said I, to particular cases. I then read him extracts 
from the daily readings of that morning, concerning Nebuchadn-
ezzar’s siege of Jerusalem, and Christ’s having compassion on the 
multitude, “because they had nothing to eat.” I asked if these were 
flowery and metaphorical. He admitted there might be exceptions.
 I said I was prepared to prove the reverse, namely, that the 
rule was precise and literal narrative, and that the exception was 
metaphorical speech. Was not the crucifixion a literal reality? He 
admitted it. And was not the resurrection of Christ narrated in 
the same literal way? He thought not. I read specimens of the 
apostolic testimony on the subject; what had he to say to them?
 He must allow they were plain statements of the resurrection. 
Why, then, did he not believe? Because he could not conceive it 
possible. I said: You believe in the possible “materialization” of 
disembodied ghosts; can you conceive of the possibility of such a 
thing? He thought he could.  What! said I; would it be easier to 
condense a supposed invisible vital spark into a material body 
than to re-animate a corpse? Scientific men had testified to the 
materializations. Does it require science to enable men to see a 
living man as the disciples saw Christ after his resurrection? He 
had no doubt something happened. His own view was that Christ 
did not really die, but fell into some kind of trance on the cross, 
from which he afterwards awoke. If he had died, he could not have 
been brought to life again. I answered that truly no man could 
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were in the midst of the deaf and the blind, and so had to keep our 
thoughts to ourselves, in the comforting reflection that it will not 
be always so. God’s purpose has been declared—

“To me every knee shall bow and every tongue confess”
—and in this glory, notwithstanding the frowns of our would-be 
tutors, who are great on the rubbish in yellow covers which they 
buy at the railways stalls or get out of the lending library: there 
sits one of them, yonder, asleep over his novel.
 Turning out of the straits of the left, and leaving the stately 
range of Sicilian mountains that level up to Etna on our right, we 
skirt the southern coast of Italy (the sole of the boot), and in a few 
hours are away eastwards, out of sight of land, in the direction of 
Port Said, which we shall reach in four days.

*          *          *
 FRIDAY, August 13, 1897—There is a considerable tumble on 
the water today, causing the vessel to roll a good deal, to the dis-
tress of one or two of our company. Hot sun and some wind from 
the northeast. In the afternoon, Crete came in sight on our port 
bow. The island was at a considerable distance—perhaps 25 or 30 
miles, and we would not have seen it at all but for the great height 
of its mountains, and the length of its coast (over 150 miles). We 
were not near enough to get a sight of the European war-vessels 
on guard over the island.
 It was a fine sight from an artistic point of view; but the mind 
could not but revert to the terrible disclosures of the last two years, 
with regard to the state of things prevailing in the population. 
Picturesqueness is often the mere stage scenery of human misery. 
These noble hills and valleys have been as hell to multitudes for 
years. We were troubled with a brutal pasha at our own table: but 
what would it be to be in the power of such a man, as the Cretans 
have been for several centuries—power not regulated by law but 
shaped only according to the caprice of avarice and lust?
 No wonder the Cretans are in rebellion. They are likely to have 
success. Though Greece has been crushed and compelled to with-
draw her rescue expedition, the Six Powers have the island in hand, 
and appear resolved to forbid the arrival of Turkish reinforcements 
and to order the departure of what Turkish troops remain, and to 
give the island self-government.
 Though the Cretans are no more angels than the Turks, one 
cannot help a little gladness at a small reduction in the sum of 
human misery, especially in a direction (the drying of the political 
Euphrates) that bears such promise of the arrival of the Great De-
liverer, who by war, wisdom and kindness will emancipate not only 
the subject populations of Turkey but the whole mass of mankind 
from the terrible state in which they have weltered their chaotic 

rights commissioner described as “neo-Nazi and violent,” holds 
extreme anti-immigrant views, favors a defense agreement with 
Russia and said the euro “turned out to be our destruction.”
 [France:] The National Front is a nationalist party that uses 
populist rhetoric to promote its anti-immigration and anti-Europe-
an Union positions. Its founders and sympathizers included former 
Nazi collaborators. The National Front is now led by Marine Le 
Pen, who took over from her father, Jean-Marie Le Pen, in 2011. 
Mr. Le Pen had used overtly anti-Semitic and racist language and 
faced repeated prosecution on accusations of Holocaust denial and 
inciting racial hatred.
 [Germany:] The far-right Alternative for Germany party is 
expected to be the first right-wing party to enter the Parliament 
since the end of World War II. The party “attracted voters who were 
anti-establishment, anti-liberalization, anti-European, anti-ev-
erything that has come to be regarded as the norm”—NYTimes, 
7/16
 Thus we are witnessing the rise of parties whose pur-
pose, under the hidden hand of God, is to shake up the 
heavens, or political firmament over Europe.
 The international order that the United States and Europe 
helped create and sustain after World War II is under pressure. 
The increasing fragility of various states—and, in some cases, 
their complete collapse—has destabilized entire regions, especially 
Africa and the Middle East, sparked violent conflicts, and provoked 
ever-greater waves of mass migration. 
 Against this backdrop, Germany has remained remarkably 
stable. As a reflective power, Germany struggles to reconcile the 
lessons of history with the challenges of today. Germany will 
continue to frame its international posture primarily in civilian 
and diplomatic terms and will resort to military engagement only 
after weighing every risk and every possible alternative.
 Germany and France have led international efforts to contain 
and ultimately solve the military and political crisis [regarding 
the Crimea]. As the U.S. government has focused on other chal-
lenges, Germany and France have assumed the role of Russia’s 
main interlocutors on questions concerning European security 
and the survival of the Ukrainian state—For. Affairs, 7/16
 We note this development with interest. Germany con-
tinues its posture of introspection and unobtrusiveness, 
unwilling to ruffle feathers and risk alarm of a resurgent 
Germany threatening the welfare of Europe. But it, along 
with France, is passively being drawn into Russia’s sphere 
of influence. Too afraid to strengthen themselves over-
much, both countries have long relied on NATO and the 



West. But this demeanour has left their necks exposed to 
the Northern power: the land of Rus, Mosc and Tubal—
MOSCOW GLEE
 News of the [Brexit] referendum undoubtedly buoyed spirits 
in the Kremlin, where leaders will view it as confirmation that 
Europe is weak and disunited. This could encourage a more         
aggressive Russian stance against NATO.
 But if Brexit is a near-term problem for NATO, it is a much 
bigger blow to the E.U.’s long-struggling effort to build up its own 
security and defense capability.
 Since the 1990s, the E.U. has worked to establish a military 
and defense competence that would allow it to take autonomous 
action outside of NATO. Without the U.K., the E.U.’s military and 
defense capabilities are considerably reduced.
 This uncertainty could prove dangerous for a Europe that has 
seen its security environment deteriorate in the last two years, 
with threats from Russia, migration and terrorism all drawing 
nearer to its shores.
  [And] insofar as it creates more economic uncertainty, Brexit 
will likely further damage Europe’s ability to generate the resourc-
es it needs to defend itself against these threats—USNews, 6/16
WHITHER GREECE
 We noted Greece in passing as the cause of previous fears 
affecting the integrity of the EU. That is not to diminish the 
fact that developments there continue to create significant 
risks for the inhabitants of Europe—
 Russian President Vladimir Putin called for the revival of rela-
tions between Moscow and the European Union on the eve of his 
first visit to the bloc this year. “We believe our relations with the 
EU do not face any problems that we cannot solve,” Putin said in 
an article in the Greek daily Kathimerini on May 26. “A rightful 
position of the Old Continent in the new international realities can 
only be secured by combining capacities of all European countries, 
including Russia.”
 Greece and Russia will sign a number of bilateral agreements 
on trade and the economy during the visit, the Kremlin said.
 On May 28, [Putin celebrated] the 1,000th anniversary of the 
Russian presence at the ancient monastic community of Mount 
Athos in northern Greece, one of Orthodox Christianity’s holiest 
sites—RFE/RL, 5/16
 Note the artfulness of the current Russian president in 
his statement—“A rightful position of the Old Continent 
in the new international realities can only be secured by 
combining capacities of all European countries, including 
Russia.” Might we see the implications more clearly if we 
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magnificent sight. It consists of a lofty “burning mountain,” stand-
ing right up out of the sea. Other volcanoes have a country round 
them, but this has no land-margin of any kind—not even a beach, 
so far as we could make out.
 And it is always in a state of eruption. At night, it is said the 
red lava can be seen descending in a stream on one side. All we 
could see was the constant emission of steam-like clouds which 
lay in masses on its summit, and rose a great distance into the 
blue sky.
 Stromboli-in-the sea stands between Vesuvius on the Italian 
peninsula and Etna on the island of Sicily. The constant activ-
ity of Stomboli probably saves Vesuvius and Etna from much 
serious eruption, as all three appear to be chimneys of one fiery                
subterranean.
 In an hour or two after leaving Stromboli, we entered the 
Straits of Messina—the comparatively narrow strip of sea which 
divides Sicily from the Italian mainland. On our right, was the 
bright looking town of Messina, nestling at the foot of high hills 
behind—said to have been first founded by the Greeks, as a colony, 
3,000 years ago.
 On the opposite shore was Reggio, the modern remains of the 
Rhegium, at which the vessel named Castor and Pollux, containing 
Paul, touched on his way from Malta to Rome, after shipwreck (see 
Acts 28:11-13).
 Our whole course, from Naples to this point, lay on the very 
waters traversed by Paul’s vessel from Rhegium to Puteoli: for 
Puteoli lay a little to the north of Naples, on the same coast. It was 
interesting to realize that we here looked on the very waters and 
seacoast on which Paul’s eyes rested over 1,800 years ago. Pompeii 
at that time was a flourishing Italian city. It was overwhelmed a 
few years afterwards; and the articles we looked on in the Naples 
Museum were in actual use at that time.
 But we could not interest our fellow-passengers in these things. 
The furthest that the most intellectual of them could go was the 
association of the Straits of Messina with the Greek and Roman 
fable of Scylla and Charybdis—of no practical consequence to a 
living mortal.
 We said to ourselves, if we were asked why Paul’s identification 
with the neighbourhood should be such a source of interest to us, 
we thought we could tell. It was not anything there was in Paul as 
a human being, but what there was in the business that brought 
him into these waters.
 It was Paul’s master that made us interested in Paul; and we 
thought we could tell a few things on this head that would both 
be of the highest interest and of the utmost importance. But we 
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tormenting all the adherents of the Beast and his Image with fire 
and brimstone in the presence of the holy messengers, and in the 
presence of the Lamb (Rev. 14:10; 14:19-21).
 When the manifested Ancient of Days comes, this judgment is 
set, and the books are opened; and whosoever is found written in 
the Lamb’s Book of Life awakes to everlasting life, and to a par-
ticipation in the judgment upon the Four Beasts; and whosoever 
is not found written there is cast into the burning flame that 
destroys the body of the Dragon (Rev. 20:15: 21:27).
 The taking away of the dominion of Babylon, and the bringing of 
its kingdom to an end, is the work assigned to the Holy Ones; who 
in overthrowing the Gentile powers will also appropriate to their 
own use all they possess. Hence, at the coming of the Ancient of 
Days, it is testified that the hitherto vanquished Holy Ones should 
become conquerors in their turn—should conquer the gold, and 
the silver, and the brass, and the iron, and the clay; or the four 
kingdoms of Powers that exist on the Babylonish earth, and take 
them for themselves: as it is written, “These great beasts which are 
four represent four kings, or royalties, which shall arise out of the 
earth. But the holy ones of the High Ones shall take the kingdom 
(of Babylon) and possess the kingdom for the age, even for the age 
of the ages.”
 Again, “The Ancient of Days came, and judgment was given to 
the holy ones of the High Ones;” when “the time came that the holy 
ones should possess the kingdom.” And again—
 “Let the saints be joyful in glory; let them sing aloud upon their 
beds. Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two-edged 
sword in their hand; to execute vengeance upon the nations, and 
punishments upon the people; to bind their kings with chains, and 
their nobles with fetters of iron; to execute upon them the judgment 
written: this honour have ALL his saints”—Psa. 149:5-9.

(To be continued, God willing)

Second Voyage To Australia
(Continued)

FROM NAPLES TO THE GULF OF SUEZ
 THURSDAY, August 12, 1897—We lifted anchor last night at 
9 o’clock. A calm and tranquil sea lay before us in the moonlight. 
A quite night and good night’s rest waited us, and recovered us 
from the fatigues of Naples.
 When we came on deck in the glorious sunshine at 7:30, the 
Italian coast lay dimly in the shimmering brightness on our left, 
and the volcano island of Stromboli on our right. Stromboli is a 

were to put the words in the mouth of a business leader 
poised to have his company swallow several smaller ones? 
“A rightful position can only be secured by combining ca-
pacities of all companies, including our own.” 
 The Greek government of Alexis Tsipras has formed remarkably 
close ties with the Kremlin. Part of the concern lies in the strong 
ties between their leaders. Greek officials have been effusive in 
their embrace of Vladimir Putin, striking a decidedly different tone 
from the rest of Europe. The two countries have deep historic and 
Orthodox religious ties, while relationships [with] political and 
business elites in Russia are worryingly close.
 Russia has expressed interest in purchasing Greek railway 
company Trainose, as well as Greece’s second-largest port in 
Thessaloniki. The close Greco-Russian ties also extend to defense 
cooperation and weapons projects—Nat’l Int., 7/26 
 But regarding Greece, the fact that Russia is increasingly 
feeling at home there has startling implications for the 
believer. Dr. Thomas said—
 “When the Russo-Greek elements (clay and brass) are 
combined with the Gomerians (iron) in the Gog confed-
eracy, the feet of the Græco-Roman Dragon will be man-
ifested; and it will then “stamp the residue with the feet 
of it.” Hitherto the Dragon has destroyed with its “great 
iron teeth;” hereafter it will use its feet and claws. The Feet 
of the Image, and the Feet of the Dragon, have yet to be 
formed out of existing elements; and it is the King of the 
North’s mission to accomplish the work.” (“Daniel’s Visions 
a Divine Unveiling of the Future”, The Christadelphian, 
1894, p. 409)
 Thus all indications are that we are about to enter the 
time-period of “great trouble,” when the feet of the Drag-
on-power being formed will begin to stamp and destroy, 
and all nations will be gathered into a place called in the 
Hebrew tongue, Armageddon.
 And then—
 “The seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and 
there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from 
the throne, saying, It is done. And there were voices, and 
thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earth-
quake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so 
mighty an earthquake, and so great” (Rev. 16:17–18).
 But there is another sounding of the Voice, one which 
comforteth the meek and the righteous who have arrayed 
themselves in fine linen; even those who have set their 
course with their Master in the face of the storms.



of this event that the Imperio-Regal Papacy of the Babylonish 
dominion prevails over the Holy Ones of the Most High; as it is 
written—“The Little Horn prevailed against them UNTIL the 
Ancient of Days came”—Dan. 7:21-22.
 Here is a point of time beyond which the misfortunes of the 
Holy Ones do not extend. It is the turning-point in their career in 
relation to the “dreadful and terrible, and exceedingly strong” do-
minion that makes such dreadful havoc on the earth—a dominion 
which no earth-born power can subdue. 
 The coming of the Ancient of Days is a great event in this proph-
ecy. He is said to sit, and one like the Son of Man to be brought 
to him, after which he is said to come. When the prophecy was 
delivered He had not manifested himself in the flesh—the Son of 
Man had not been born; hence that peculiar representative mode 
of expression; but he has since been born, or manifested, and gone 
into a far country, where the manifested Son has appeared in the 
presence of the Ancient of Days, or the Father, for the purpose of 
receiving from Him—“Dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that 
all people, and nations, and languages, should serve him; and all 
rulers obey him”—Dan. 7:13, 14, 27; Luke 19:2, 15.
 Though these things are promised to him, and though he is  
the heir of them all, he has not received them; as is manifest from 
the fact that “all people, and nations, and languages” serve the 
rulers of the Gentiles, and especially that system of governments 
represented by the Graeco-Roman Dragon. But when the time 
appointed arrives, as the Ancient of Days embodied in the holy 
spiritual nature, he will come, having received power and authority 
to take the dominion, glory, and kingdom promised him. Thus the 
Ancient of Days comes, and “sits in Jerusalem, the Holy City, to 
judge all the nations round about” (Joel 3:12, 16)—there he sits, 
“his throne being like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning 
fire;” and sends forth before him a stream of fire.
 For the signification of the Wheels and Fire read Ezekiel’s first 
and tenth chapters. They are parts of his imagery put for the whole 
in this text of Daniel. “The Spirit of the Living Creatures is in the 
Wheels.” They represent the same as the four living creatures in 
Rev. 5:8-10. They are the “redeemed out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation,” raised from the dead, in con-
suming and destructive motion against the body and horns of the 
Graeco-Roman Dragon.
 They are the thousand thousands who minister to the com-
mands of the Ancient of Days; and go forth with him as a fiery 
stream against the “Beast and the False Prophet, and the kings 
of the earth and their armies,” to give them “of the wrath of God 
poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation”—thus 
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One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago  (Continued from page 288)
few points, the Common Version is all that could be desired as a 
rendering into English of the ideas embodied in the Greek text.
If the revised versionists had confined their emendations to 
these few points, they would have given us a work that might 
not have struck the public mind as much of an achievement, 
but which would have possessed the value of combining the 
excellence of the Common Version with the improvements 
resulting from the removal of positive mistranslations. They 
have removed the mistranslations (and even this they have only 
done to some extent, for they have retained hell for Gehenna; 
ghost for spirit; devils for demons, etc.): but they have to an 
appreciable extent attenuated and weakened the generally 
robust and beautiful character of King James’ version.

Bro. Roberts indicated one value of the Revised New Testament—
Nevertheless, there are some compensations. The minds of 
thoughtful people will doubtless be stimulated to some extent 
in the direction of Bible study, and enlightened discrimination 
in Bible things, when they find a new translation in their hands 
differing in many points from the old, though presenting the 
same facts and doctrines. The poor and unlettered in this world, 
who have become rich through enlightenment in the glorious 
truth revealed to us in the apostolic writings, will also be helped 
and interested by the comparisons they will have it in their 
power to institute between different renderings. In some cases 
the new version will help them.

*         *          *
IN No. 6 of the Visible Hand of God, bro. Roberts stated—

Mankind speaks many different languages. It is this as much 
as anything that divides them into nations. The fact has caused 
much speculation. That man should possess the gift of speech 
at all is a marvel when the matter is thoroughly considered, 
apart from its familiarity: That he should exercise the same 
gift in so many ways—that there should be a French language, 
a German language, a Russian, a Chinese, an English, an Ital-
ian, a Hebrew, Greek and Latin, etc., may appear even more 
wonderful on reflection. . .

 “A voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, 
all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both small and 
great. And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, 
and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty 
thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to 
him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come.”
 “And He arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the 
sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a 
great calm” (Rev. 19:5–7; Mark 4:39).—T.D.C.
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 After the Horns had struck their roots into the Dragon territory, 
an “eleventh came up among them,” which Daniel characterizes as 
“a Little Horn.” In order to make room for itself, it subdued three 
of the ten, and incorporated their territories into its own dominion. 
This incorporation made it imperial—an Emperorship in the midst 
of Seven Kingdoms; so that it stood as the Eighth Power.
 But this eighth power was diverse from the Seven; in that it had 
the Eyes of a Man which gave it a more audacious look than the 
others, and a mouth by which it spake very great words against 
the High Ones . . . thinking to change times and laws. The eyes 
and mouth of the Little Horn were sufficient for all the rest. Its 
undertaking to speak as the representative of the High Ones in 
regard to times and laws connects the mouth with matters spiri-
tual, showing that the horn, eyes, and mouth are emblematical of 
a civil, military, and ecclesiastical power.
 This power manifested itself originally in Rome, as the Western 
Roman, or “HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE;” of which I shall speak more 
particularly hereafter. Suffice it to say here, that while the juris-
diction of the secular element of the horns has been limited to its 
proper territory, the spiritual dominion of the Eyes and Mouth has 
reigned in the kingdoms of all the horns of the Dragon-territory 
ceded to the western beast.
 In the countries ruled by these eight horns have existed class-
es of people against which, under the influence of the Eyes and 
Mouth, they have entertained unmitigated and cruel hatred. They 
have poured out their blood like water, and harassed them with 
all possible pains and penalties. The enmity that has obtained 
between these Horn-powers and these classes has been mutual 
and implacable; so that war between them could only be finally ex-
tinguished by the conquest of one party or the other. These classes 
are in Hebrew called kaddishin—that is, Holy Ones; whose fate 
has been to be overcome by the imperial and regal papal powers 
of Babylon. This was foreshown to Daniel in these words—“I be-
held, and the same little Horn made war with the holy ones, and 
prevailed against them”—Dan. 7:21.
 The subjugation of the holy ones, however, was not a finality. 
Yahweh never intended that the Seed of the Woman should be 
bruised in the head, or finally crushed; that is a fate in reserve for 
the Serpent-power and its adherents. All that this can do against 
“the holy ones of the Most High” is to bruise them in the heel, 
which is curable, and in the same way, as the wound it inflicted 
on Christ, when on the accursed tree (styled by the Seed of the 
Serpent “Holy Cross”) “the iniquity of his heels compassed him” 
about—that is, by a resurrection from among the dead to eternal 
life at the coming of Messiah. It is therefore only until the time 

The account exhibits the visible hand of God. “The whole earth, 
(some centuries after the flood) was of one language and of one 
speech,” (Gen. 11:1), that is, the whole inhabited earth, which 
at that time was of very limited dimensions.
It was inevitable it should be so, arguing from what we see 
and know in our own day. People who have grown up together 
all speak one way. Noah’s family would speak Noah’s tongue, 
and their families the same, and their successors the same, as 
population multiplied. What tongue this was, we may gather 
to have been the Hebrew tongue. There does not seem any 
room for doubt upon this point in view of the simple fact that 
the names of men from the beginning, even commencing with 
Adam, are all Hebrew.
The Creator’s own name is expressed in Hebrew. The Elohim 
talked with Adam in Hebrew; and the language which he ac-
quired from them was like theirs. God’s communications with 
Moses were in Hebrew; the nomenclature of the service of the 
tabernacle (that “pattern of things in the heavens”) was all in 
Hebrew. The prophets spoke and wrote in Hebrew Jesus, after 
his ascension, in his communication with Saul of Tarsus, “spake 
unto him in the Hebrew tongue.” The primitive language of 
the Adamic race is thus, without doubt, the Hebrew tongue, 
and the same evidence proves that this is the divine language.

*         *          *
INTERESTING comment again on the Ecclesial Organization in the Nine-
teeneth Century—

Bro. J. W. Thirtle says: “The editorial remarks on ecclesial or-
ganisation in the May and June number of the Christadelphian 
might well be regarded as conclusive against the opinion that 
the serving brethren in the assembly of believers should be 
called ‘elders’ and ‘deacons.’
It is beyond dispute that these English words have meanings 
different from the Greek works they represent, and therefore 
to use either expression would be misleading; while to argue 
that these designations are Scriptural, and that the terms 
‘presiding brethren’ and ‘managing brethren’ are not so, is not 
so correct as it seems.
An ordinary English dictionary will describe a ‘deacon’ as one 
who attends to the secular affairs of a religious community, 
or as an officer under the ‘elders.’ It will also tell us that the 
office of ‘elder’ was one which included pastors and overseers, 
and these were elected to take office on account of their age 
and experience.
Any one acquainted with the New Testament will know that 
these descriptions will not hold good of the diakonos and 
presbuteros we read about in the epistles. The Greek word, 
diakonos, is, in the Authorised Version, translated “minister” 
20 times, “servant” 7, and “deacon” 3 times. It means plainly 
one who serves or waits upon. The verb, diakoneo, which is 
rendered “minister unto” 15 times, “minister to” 1, “minister” 
7, “administer” 2, “serve” 10, and “use the office of deacon” 2 
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times—means simply to wait upon or serve; while the noun, 
diakonia, rendered “ministering” 3 times, “ministration” 6, 
“serving” 1, “service” 2, “ministry” 16, and “administration” 2 
times—means service, attendance on duty.
It mattered not in what capacity a person rendered Service, 
diakiona properly covered the idea, and the person himself was 
diakonos —one who served or ministered. The term was not 
specific of any kind of work: it was applicable to the mightiest 
and to the weakest labourer. In the early ecclesias, there were 
necessarily workers in various capacities. Those who took the 
lead in the work of organisation were, we know, appointed in 
such a way as men are not appointed today. Notwithstanding 
this, they were all ministers or serving ones. 

*         *          *
IN his Editorial, bro. Roberts wrote—

To the charge of conducting the Christadelphian on “narrow” 
principles, we plead guilty. This periodical is conducted with 
specific objects. It is not an organ of public opinion, nor an open 
battle ground on the “not-responsible-for-the-opinions-of-con-
tributor’s” principle. It is an enterprise devoted exclusively to 
the promotion of the Apostolic faith in its entirety and purity. 
From this policy we shall not diverge a hair’s breadth, however 
much we may desire to win the good opinion of friends or pro-
pitiate the wrath of foes.
But a while we plead guilty to narrowness in this sense, we deny 
in toto the allegation of those who say, in complaint or malice, 
that the Christadelphian is an organ for the ventilation of the 
Editor’s mind only. Scores of individual voices are to be heard 
in these pages each month (vide the intelligence and extracts’ 
departments and not these only, for whoever has something 
good to say can say it in bigger departments as well, if the thing 
to be said call for it).
We know where the sore lies. We are obliged to decline the help 
of some who cannot help effectually. The fact hurts them, and 
they insinuate the worst explanations. Such explanations are 
the emanations of an evil mind. 

*         *          *
IN the Notes section bro. Roberts answered—

1) T.S.T.—The change in the colour of the cover, which com-
menced five months ago, was the result of an accident for one 
month, but everybody liked the new colour so well that we 
resolved to hold on to it.
2) S. T.—It is Jesus who tells the brethren to beware of wolves 
in sheep’s clothing. His caution pre-supposes the possibility 
that you lament—men professing the meekness and guise of 
the lamb for the sake of what they can get all round, and mak-
ing war, with slander and malevolence, on those who interfere 
with their pasture. Do not let the circumstance distress you. 
It is nothing new under the sun. A lamb in wolf ’s clothing is 
a much more respectable animal, though not so pleasant on a 
first or distant acquaintance.

Studies and Thoughts  BY BROTHER JOHN THOMAS
DANIEL’S VISIONS—A DIVINE UNVEILING OF THE 
FUTURE  (Continued)
 The first three beasts were introduced into the prophecy of     
Daniel 7 as the basis of the fourth, which in many points was 
diverse from them all. Daniel says, “It was dreadful and terrible, 
and strong exceedingly, and it had great iron teeth.”
 The iron teeth connect it with the iron legs; and the iron element 
of the iron-clay Feet and Toes. Its claws were of brass; which shows 
that it is related to the power represented by the brazen parts of 
the Image. These two metals being inserted in the symbol, suggests 
the power it was designed to represent—a dominion constituted of 
the Greek and Latin elements.
 Has such a dynastic form of the Kingdom of Babylon ever existed? 
The history of the nations of the Mediterranean countries from B.C. 
65 to A.D. 395, shows that such a dynastic manifestation not only 
existed, but “devoured and break in pieces,” as predicted it would; 
though it has not yet “stamped the residue with its brazen-clawed 
Feet.” The power existing during this period chose to represent itself 
by a Dragon; we may, therefore, as Daniel has given it no name, 
style it for convenience THE GRAECO-ROMAN DRAGON.
 It had Ten Horns. They stood up as long as the beast continued in 
life; but not all: for three of them fell before an eleventh that came 
up on the beast afterwards. Seven strong horns and three broken, 
or “plucked up by the roots.” These ten horns thus conditioned, with 
the brazen-clawed feet, represent the same things as the iron-clay 
of the Image. When the Russo-Greek elements (clay and brass) are 
combined with the Gomerians (iron) in the Gog confederacy, the 
feet of the Graeco-Roman Dragon will be manifested; and it will 
then “stamp the residue with the feet of it.” Hitherto the Dragon 
has destroyed with its “great iron teeth;” hereafter it will use its 
feet and claws. The Feet of the Image, and the Feet of the Dragon, 
have yet to be formed out of existing elements; and it is the King 
of the North’s mission to accomplish the work.
 The Horns of the Dragon, and the Toes of the Image, represent 
kingly powers, or thrones; which are to exist until the taking pos-
session of the Dragon-dominion by the Saints shall be perfected. 
They are emblems of kingdoms existing when the judgment sits 
for the destruction of the kingdom of Babylon. I know of no place 
where it is written that the Horns and the Toes were to have an 
uninterrupted existence of 1260 years; but I do find that “The Ten 
Horns receive power as kings one hour with the beast” (Rev. 13:12) 
—that is, thirty years; so that we need not be careful to identify 
them until then.



3) T.A.S.—A brother to whom we recently sent certain books on 
learning that he wanted them, before he sent the money, said 
“There you go again, brother Roberts; you are at your old trick, 
letting books out before they are paid for. You must not do it. 
Stick to the principle, no money, no books.” The advice is good, 
and we are obliged in the main to act upon it.
Adhesion to this system renders it unnecessary that we should 
give receipts through the post, which you can easily understand 
would be very costly if made a rule. The sending of the books is 
an acknowledgment of the receipt of the money, when the plan 
of pre-payment is acted on.

*         *          *
Bible Lectures (135 Years Ago)—

“Salvation Only Attainable in Submission to the Gospel”
“Are the Christadelphians Unitarians?”
“Coming Storms and Earthquakes”
“Godliness versus Manliness”
“The End of the Gentile Dispensation and the Restitution of 
All Things”
“The Two Mysteries of the New Testament Teaching: The Mys-
tery of Godliness and the Mystery of Iniquity”
“The Government of the Future: Not Democratic, but Theocratic”
“Will the Earth Be Destroyed by Collision, Conflagration, or 
Otherwise?”
“Impending Changes in the World’s Affairs”
“Is it Death to Die?”
“The Return of Christ”
“The World’s Future King”
“The Testimony of Paul and the Modern Pulpit”
“Glad Tidings”
“The Accusation on Which the Messiah was Crucified” 
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Houston, Texas, U.S.A. 77201. POSTMASTER: Send address chang-
es to THE BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN, 3540 Pineridge, Houston, 
Texas, U.S.A. 77009.”
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July Answers—“Buying, Selling, Payment, Cost”
1.   Buy the Truth and sell it not 
2.   Sold for 300 pence—ointment 
3.   Pearl of great price 
4.   Sit down first, and count cost 
5.   Buy us a little food—Jacob/sons 
6.   Doth not your Master pay tribute? 
7.   I counsel thee to buy of me gold 
8.   My vows—Strange woman 
9.   Abraham purchased . . . of Heth 
10. Thought gift . . . —Simon 
11. For full price—David/Ornan 
12. The goats . . . price of the field 
13. Disciples . . . to buy meat 
14. King’s merchants received 
      linen yarn at a price 
15. Two sparrows . . . for a farthing 
16. Not bring price of dog . . . 
17. For a pair of shoes 
18. Price of wisdom above rubies 
19. Levi paid tithes in Abraham 
20. Go, sell the oil 
21. Buy wine & milk . . . 

22. Purchased with . . . blood—
       Aceldama
23. Went to buy—Door was shut 
24. Will ye sell your brethren
25. Buy or sell without mark 
26. Purchase . . . a good degree 
27. It is naught, saith the buyer 
28. Ahab . . . to work wickedness
29. Sell his garment and buy Sword
30. I am carnal, sold under sin
31. Sell me this day thy birthright
32. Ye are bought with a price
33. Buy my field
34. Seller of purple—Lydia
35. Judah said, Let us sell him
36. Of great price in God’s sight—
      Meek spirit
37. No man buyeth their merchandise
38. Buy the threshingfloor to build 
      altar
39. Virtuous woman buyeth field
40. Ye pay tithe of mint and anise

“Let Your Loins Be Girded About, And Your 
Lights Burning” (Luke 12:35).

FRATERNAL GATHERINGS  (If The Lord Will)
LONDON, ON—Sat., & Sun., Oct.  8 & 9—bro. David Clubb, 42 Oneida Rd., 
London, Ontario, Canada N5V 2X1; Phone (519) 451-4063; Fax (519) 451- 
9627; Email: kdclubb@rogers.com

 Figurative language, but with a clear and obvious meaning. 
“Loins girded” means awake, alert, and prepared for immediate 
action. “Lights burning” means the lamps of knowledge not only 
filled with the Spirit oil, but in the active state of radiance and 
illumination, both for our own path and to attract and guide others.
 “And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their Lord.”
 We are told, here and in other places, that the moment of Christ’s 
coming will be sudden and unexpected; and some will be ready and 
others not. We are told that much depends on just how that moment 
catches us—prepared or unprepared—watching, or off-guard.
 Not because our chance state at any particular moment would 
be the determining factor—that would be just like a game of 
chance—but because our state of readiness at that time will be 
the key to our whole life.
 Some will tire, lose interest, relax, be temporarily diverted. With 
some, the keen edge of ardent expectation will be dulled by luxury 
or prosperity or simply the force of custom or habit. With some 
it won’t happen to be Sunday morning when the call comes, and 
therefore their minds will be far away on other things.
 But those who truly love will become more eager, more alert, 
more watchful with each passing day, knowing and rejoicing that 
each day brings them one day closer to that joyful time on which 
their heart is fixed. That great day will not catch THEM with their 
minds on other, rubbishy things.
 “That when he cometh and knocketh, they may open unto him 
IMMEDIATELY.”
 “Immediately”; that is the vital word there. There must be no 
hesitation or looking back—no last minute scurrying to put ne-
glected things in order, or to fill neglected lamps.
 Jesus’ point is that, to please him, there must be a constant 
looking forward to that moment; a constant, instant readiness to 
go, like a runner on his mark, alert for the starter’s gun.—G.V.G.
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CHRIST IS COMING SOON AND WILL REIGN ON EARTH

Assisted by bro. Tim Clubb, 202 Millbank Dr., London, Ont., Canada N6C 4W1

BIBLE PUZZLE—“Colours”

Baskets 
Black
Black
Black
Black
Blue
Blue
Blue
Blue
Comely

Dragon
Eyes
Green
Green thing 
Greenish or reddish 
Hair
Hangings 
Milk 
Pale
Pavement

Pottage
Red
Red
Red
Red
Red
Red
Red
Red all over
Ruddy

Sepulchres
Stone
Strakes
Throne
Wall
White
Wine
Withs
Wound
Yellow gold

1.   Seven green
2.   Three white
3.   I will give him a white
4.   I am black but
5.   Our bed is
6.   First horse was
7.   Second horse was
8.   Third horse was
9.   Fourth horse was
10. Red, blue, white and black
11. White, green and blue
12. Blueness of
13. Lace of
14. Ribband of
15. Fifty loops of
16. Rams’ skins dyed
17. Robe of ephod all of
18. ...like an oven
19. ...as sackcloth
20. My skin is

21. If plague be
22. He searcheth after every
23. Redness of
24. The first came out
25. Feed me with that red
26. His eyes red with
27. His teeth white with
28. ...as blood
29. ...heifer 
30. Wherefore...in thine apparel 
31. ...and lowring
32. Great red...
33. A yellow thin
34. Her feathers with
35. Great white
36. Ye are as whited
37. Thou whited
38. He pilled white
39. Ride on...asses
40. Beloved is white and...

One Hundred & Thirty-Five Years Ago
The Christadelphian, August, 1881

Bro. Roberts continued his comments on the Revised Version of the New 
Testament. He mentioned first, bro. Thomas—

Dr. Thomas once remarked, in reference to the proposed new 
translation (as Sister M. H. informs us): “We shall have no 
better translation of the Scriptures than the one now in use 
until the Law goes forth from Zion and the Word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem.” He did not mean to say there would be no 
new translation, but that any new translation that might be 
published would fail to improve upon the version issued in the 
days of King James.
Increasing study of the Revised Version will confirm this view 
as regards the substantial features of the case. Except as to a 
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A monthly magazine devoted wholly to the exposition and defence
of the Faith once for all delivered to the Saints, with the object of
helping to make ready a People prepared for the coming of the      
Lord. Opposed to the unscriptural teaching of the papal and

protestant churches of the world.

“They received the Word with all readiness of mind and searched
the Scriptures daily, whether those things were so.

Therefore many believed” – Acts 17:11




