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Ecclesial News 
LAMPASAS, Texas 

On October 1
st
 we had another fellowship evening at Sis. Carol 

Smith’s – a fajita feast followed by readings and visiting.   

October 9
th
 we were pleased to hear that Haden Shields, friend of 

Sis. Alexis House, asked to be questioned.  His interview was then set 

for Saturday morning, the 15
th
.  After a successful examination, we had 

a sandwich lunch at the hall and then proceeded to Bro. Wayne Wolfe’s 

tank for a 1:30 baptism – where many had gathered to share in the joy.  

Bro. Jim Phillips spoke and Bro. Shawn House performed the baptism 

of our new bro Haden Shields.  The next day, Sunday, he was given the 

right hand of fellowship at the Lampasas hall with many Goldthwaite, 

Milam Co and Austin visitors besides the long distance guests from the 

Southeastern Ecclesial Bro. Ben and Sis. Victoria Naglieri, Sis. Martha 

Holley.  Sis. Jennifer Rinard and Bro. Jordan Rinard.  Bro. Haden will 

presently use Bro. Shawn House’s address for contact – 306 Sunrise 

Hills Drive, Lampasas, TX 76550; email 

hadenshields@rocketmail.com; phone 940-212-0483. 

It is encouraging to see one of Adam’s race take on the saving name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ and join us in our walk Zion-ward. 

Bro. Jerry Connolly 
 
 

GATHERINGS & ACTIVITIES 
(To be held Yahweh Willing) 

SOUTHEAST FRATERNAL GATHERING…….….….…...October 29-30, 2016 
The gathering will be held at the Elder-Care of Alachua County Senior 
Recreation Center, 5701 NW 34th Blvd., Gainesville, FL 32653.   
Bro. Michael Jasionowski, mjasionowski@gmail.com  

GOLDTHWAITE GATHERING..................................................Nov 25-27, 2015 
Bro. Len Naglieri, 2575 Highway 3381, Comanche, TX 76442, lnaglieri@gmail.com 
BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN YOUTH GATHERING KENYA, AFRICA.December 18-22,2016  
To be held in Kisumu, Kenya. Study Theme: 1 Corinthians 
For more information please email Bro. Bob Bent. Eyeglassman39@yahoo.com 
 
 

Mercy 
“Yahweh, Yahweh Elohim, merciful and gracious, long suffering, 

and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, 
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means 
clear the guilty (Exodus  34:6-7). 

“Merciful, gracious, longsuffering, abundant in goodness, forgiving 
iniquity, transgression and sin.” This is how God chooses to manifest 
Himself. This is the aspect that He emphasises. This is His basic 
character and will. 

He makes every effort to get men to put themselves into the channel 
of His goodness; to accept His blessings; to seek His help and comfort 

mailto:hadenshields@rocketmail.com
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and mercy and forgiveness. All the emphasis is upon joy and 
reconciliation, but—He will by no means clear the guilty. 

God made special manifestation of Himself to David, as is so 
marvellously revealed in the inspired Psalms. David was called the man 
after God’s own heart. He was not perfect. He had weaknesses and 
failures and made serious mistakes. 

“They that are whole have no need of a physician” (Mark 2:17). 

But he had an intense, continuous consciousness of the reality and 
closeness of God. The basic pattern of his life was a mighty faith that 
feared nothing, and a close, mutual communion with God. And when 
he failed, he humbled and redeemed himself, and accepted lifelong 
tragedy with undiminished love for the chastening Hand. 

Let us read the Psalms over and over. They give the inner soul of 
the man who, in great tribulation, found peace in God: the man to 
whom God was an over-whelming, ever-present, personal reality— “a 
man after God’s Own heart.” 

Whenever there has been a special closeness to God, and 
manifestation by God, there has always been greater testing and trial. 
Where much is given, much is expected. 

“God chasteneth every son whom He receiveth” (Hebrews 12:6). 

“If a branch bring forth fruit, He purgeth it that it may bring forth 
more fruit.” (John 15:2). 

The lives of such men as Moses, David, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
Nehemiah, had great sorrows and difficulties and losses and 
disappointment; but also great satisfaction in closeness and service to 
God, as useful parts of the eternal purpose of ultimate Divine 
manifestation in and through mankind. 

In the Christadelphian Instructor, under the question, “What does 
the Bible reveal concerning the character of God,” the first sentence is 
this— 

“He is kind, yet inflexible in the requirements of His Law.” 

There can be no better summing up of the whole picture: infinitely 
kind, yet absolutely inflexible in matters of right and wrong; infinitely 
merciful, longsuffering and forgiving, but He rigidly insists upon total, 
unreserved, absolute submission and a continuous and fearful, 
enlightened obedience. He demands everything we have, but never 
requires more than is possible. He knows each one’s strengths and 
weaknesses; each one’s possibilities and limitations. He makes merciful 
allowance for stumblings and shortcomings, and knows who are 
sincerely endeavouring to serve Him with all their hearts. 

His desire is to help and to build—to teach and to strengthen; not to 
condemn and destroy. But He will not for a moment tolerate the 
slightest degree of carelessness in His service, nor voluntary 
foolishness, nor wilful neglect, nor presumptuous disobedience.  
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His mercy is not indiscriminate. It operates upon definite, eternal, 
impartial principles. His mercy is to bridge the gap between perfection 
and the best that man at his best efforts can do. 

Those who do not give their best and their utmost do not even put 
themselves into the channel of the possibility of receiving His mercy. 
His mercy is not for the purpose of bridging over our carelessness, or 
neglect, or lack of devotion. It is just to cover our impossibilities 
AFTER we have done our best. The mercy of the Lord is from 
everlasting to everlasting, but only upon— 

“Those that fear Him; to such as keep His covenant and remember 
His commandments to do them” (Psalm 103:17-18). 

It is never promised to anyone else. Therefore, the apostle says— 

“Work out your salvation with fear and trembling” (Philippians 
2:12). 

God insists, above all, upon absolute, unquestioning obedience. The 
mind of the flesh will raise a thousand excuses and objections. Here is 
a clear and revealing test between the mind of the Spirit and the mind 
of the flesh. The mind of the Spirit will always be seeking to get closer 
to God—closer to His will—closer to His commandments. The mind of 
the flesh seeks all the loopholes and excuses—all the secondary 
meanings—that will weaken the command and confuse the issue. 

The mind of the flesh can be spotted before a person has uttered half 
a dozen words. Its approach to the Word of God is so common and 
universal. Most people, very quickly, reveal the basic pattern of their 
hearts and interest, regardless of their words or profession. 

There is no middle class at the judgment seat of Christ. Just a clear, 
sharp line: the sheep and the goats—the right hand and the left hand. 
The right hand are those few who have gone all the way, who have not 
held anything back, who have filled their hearts and minds with God, 
and have eliminated everything else; the few who have perceived the 
tremendous value of the prize and have — “sold ALL and bought it.” 

The left hand are all the rest: from the nearlies to the nothings. It is 
the personal aspect of God’s manifestation of Himself that we need to 
meditate upon the most fully, and continuously, and deeply; not the 
wind or the earthquake or the fire, but “the still small voice.” 

We need to draw near; to learn the beauty and comfort and 
desirability and all sufficiency of God. Especially the all sufficiency. If 
there is something that can perfectly satisfy all our needs—from the 
lowest to the highest—why need we seek further? Why need we look 
elsewhere? God is all sufficient for all needs. 

Other help and comfort and companionship is desirable, but not 
necessary; not really important. It is to be accepted with thanksgiving if 
it comes; but to be relinquished, if God will it, without regret. 

Anyone who truly has God, has everything. David expresses the 
ideal to which we must strive— 
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“Whom have I in heaven but Thee? There is none upon earth that I 
desire beside Thee; my flesh and my heart faileth, but God is the 
strength of my heart and my portion forever. They that are far from 
Thee shall perish, but it is good for me to draw nigh unto God” (Psalm 
73:25-28). 

Any experience, harsh though it may be, that helps to lead us to this 
frame of mind is of the love and mercy and blessing of God. 

We must strive to perceive the deep truth of Paul’s words— 

“Our sufficiency is of God” (2 Corinthians 3:5). 

Every moment of our life, every thought, must be consciously 
related to God and His purpose. 

God is the whole essence and meaning of life. The closer we get to 
Him, the deeper and fuller our life becomes. This is the key to 
everything: the solution to all problems, the end of all struggle and 
striving. Our minds must be filled continually with God. This is the 
power that transforms our characters. This is our transition from the 
natural to the spiritual; from death to life, from passing emptiness to 
eternal fullness of joy. 

“. . . whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise, THINK on THESE things”  

(Philippians 4:8). 

Only the things of God so qualify. Think on these things; meditate 
upon them; give thyself wholly to them. These are the words of the 
apostle. 

“Set your affection upon things that are above, not on things on 
earth” (Colossians 3:2). 

The natural mind is petty, self-centred, small, narrow, ignorant and 
childish. We must enlarge our minds, get them onto the track of real 
and eternal things; clear out all the passing rubbish of the present. This 
must be the foundation of our mind and consciousness. All must be 
viewed from this one perspective. 

The degree of the closeness that we attain to God is the measure of 
our real value and maturity. The degree to which God fills our minds 
and thoughts is the measure of our wisdom and intelligence. Everything 
outside of God is stupidity and folly, regardless of how imposing and 
impressive it may appear in the eyes of a benighted world. 

The ideal to which we must pray and strive is a constant, moment to 
moment consciousness of the manifestation of God: a continuous, 
unbroken communion and contact; all thoughts with God in the 
foreground, all actions done as unto God, and in partnership with God, 
trusting and expecting God’s active guidance and assistance in 
everything we do: every deed, every decision. 
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We should never wonder—never ask ourselves—if anything is 
serious or important enough to make a matter of prayer, for this is an 
entirely wrong conception. For the process to be meaningful, it must be 
continuous and unbroken. 

Life must be a continuous prayer—a continuous relationship—in 
everything, large and small. Everything worth doing is worth praying 
about. It must be prayed about, if we hope to be in God and God in us. 
It cannot be on and off, seeking God’s help part of the time, depending 
on ourselves for the rest; deciding what is “important” enough to 
approach Him about. 

We need His help and partnership and presence and comfort in 
everything that we do. We must live in a continuous atmosphere of 
working with God; for this is the only possible way to control the flesh 
and to live in the Spirit. 

This is very prominent in the Psalms: the love of God’s law, 
meditating therein day and night; not an exaggeration, but an essential 
truth. Anything we cannot pray about, approach God in, seek His help 
in, should not be done at all. 

And there are no exceptions to this rule. Any exception would 
destroy—completely destroy—the whole pattern of oneness. It must 
embrace the whole life. There can be nothing held back. Nothing too 
unimportant to bring into full harmony with the spiritual unity of the 
individual with God. 

It is infinitely more intimate than any human relationship, for God 
can both read and control the innermost thoughts of the heart. 

Unity between humans, even at its highest and most beautiful 
development, is but a groping and a clasping of hands in the dark; 
comforting, but still agonisingly partial and incomplete. 

But unity with God has no barriers, no limitations, no obscurities, no 
disappointments, no misunderstandings. It must be a constant flow of 
coordination with God in every act. We must believe and expect His 
help in everything, great and small. 

Truly, we never reach this ideal. There are constant lapses and 
failures. But the important thing is that they be recognised as such, and 
be repudiated and striven against. We can never accept, as satisfactory, 
anything short of perfect unity with God. This is the whole essence of 
the manifestation of God. 

Paul exhorts (Ephesians 4:30) — “Grieve not the Holy Spirit of 
God.” 

Surely this statement is the deepest, most revealing of all aspects of 
God’s manifestation to man. 

“Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God.” 

Why should God, the All-powerful, the All-sufficient—the Possessor 
of heaven and earth—why should He expose Himself to being grieved 
by puny, mortal man? 
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The essence of love’s power is personal involvement. Love, in its 
working, necessarily exposes itself to hurt. This is the beautiful 
sacrifice it is willing to make to accomplish its glorious end. And God, 
above everything, is love. 

“Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God.” 

What stronger appeal could there be to goodness, if there is any 
potential or goodness or spirituality in us at all? 

We feel with the apostle— 

“O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God. How unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding 
out!” (Romans 11:33). 

“This God is our God for ever and ever. He will be our Guide even 
unto death” (Psalm 48:14). 

“Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say, Rejoice!” (Phil. 4:4).        
                                                                    —Bro. G.V.Growcott 

 

Our Duties 
During our life in the truth we all have duties and responsibilities to 

perform according to the talents we have received from God. It is what 
we do during this week of Hye — we all have our duties to perform. It 
reminds me of the Levites during their 40 years wandering in the 
wilderness. The various divisions of the Levites all had specific duties 
to perform. As the Israelites traveled through the wilderness, the 
tabernacle had to be taken apart and carried to the next camping spot 
then re-assembled again. The Kohathites were responsible for all the 
furniture — The Gershonites had the charge of all the curtains, and the 
Merarites’ responsibility was for the crossbars, posts, and bases. 
Between them everything that needed to be done when the tabernacle 
was to be moved was accomplished. I guess the point I am trying to 
make is this — These duties were commanded by God — therefore 
none of the Levites had a choice as to what part of the tabernacle they 
were responsible for — nor even a choice of whether they wanted to 
take on such a responsibility or not — nor for that matter whether they 
liked it or not — but they all did their jobs and it worked very well.  
But, think about what would have happened if one group had not done 
their part? There would have been no tabernacle and no worship of God 
in Israel. They would not have been able to offer sacrifices if there was 
no altar. Likewise, we must play our part as the called out ones (our 
brothers and sisters) that God has so graciously placed us in — known 
as the Berean Christadelphians. If we do not, it will not only affect us 
individually, but also affect the whole community of believers with 
whom we walk in our own wilderness journey. After all, it is God’s 
blessings we all enjoy and it is our duty to serve the brotherhood in 
order to make our journey together a true spiritual blessing and for the 
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fellowship we enjoyed with brothers and sisters from all parts of the 
globe — some of whom we may not have seen for quite a while — who 
like the rest of us, enjoy and look forward to this week apart from the 
hustle and bustle of our daily lives and to escape from the pressures, 
hardships and demands this present evil world loves to place upon us. 
This week is always a refreshing oasis — a spiritual feast of fat things. 
We can focus completely on the word of God with no distractions — 
no pressures or deadlines from anything or anyone outside of the border 
of these grounds. 

The introduction that I have described should give you a good 
understanding about how the end of this book of Ezekiel concerns you 
and me as potential participants as immortalized Saints working and 
doing the bidding of our Savior and King as the end of this book now 
shows the temple completed and ‘the Lord is there’ — with his 
glorified saints who are ready to assist him in establishing an entirely 
new order of government and worship — the likes of which the world 
has never before seen.  

This work of establishing this new order of things is the is the duty 
of Christ as assigned to him by His father and also those who have been 
judged worthy to be his saints because he shares this great task with 
them — which we brothers and sisters — who are the called — hope 
and pray that we may be a participant as the chosen.  Just like the duties 
of the Levites I gave you in our introduction, we will also have our 
duties to perform as Christ’s assistants during the 1000 years of his 
reign because we are told that “out of Zion shall go forth the law and 
the word of the lord from Jerusalem.”  All the world will be ruled with 
righteous judgment and justice which will emanate from Jerusalem — 
the Capital City of this new world order — and this temple we have 
been studying in Ezekiel will be the place of Christ’s reign — who will 
be the ruling authority to execute that law along with His assistants — 
(which we hope, brothers and sisters will be us).  Assuming we are 
judged worthy, it will be our duty to help enact and administer that law 
to a mortal population and to convince them to accept Christ as their 
king and that “This is the way — walk ye in it.”   

I think most of us here are acquainted with mortal human judges 
who can only judge “by the sight of the eye and the hearing of the ear”. 
But, as we all know, that is not a very dependable way to judge — 
mistakes are made — witnesses are not dependable — even evidence 
upon which correct judgment depends can and has been skewed or 
false.  That is exactly why a law that is going to bless all mankind 
should be administered by divine, unerring, immortal beings who 
cannot be deceived.  We are told that this is the way it will be in Isaiah 
11:3 “He shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after 
the hearing of his ears, but with righteousness shall he judge the poor.”  
Now I ask you — If this is the case with Christ who is the Branch from 
Jesse’s roots, on whom “the spirit of the Lord shall rest, and shall make 
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him of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord,” — then why would 
not this also apply to his brethren who are to reign with him?  Well, 
actually we are told that this WILL be the case in 1st Cor. 6:2 “Do ye 
not know that the saints shall judge the world?” This could be us, 
brothers and sisters, being judges and co-rulers some over ten cities 
some over five cities. Actually, when you think about it, during this 
time it will be absolutely necessary that this temple that we have been 
studying this week, and the Kingdom that will be established with its 
laws and ordinances coming from the king who resides in this Temple 
will be executed in an open, visible, swift and effective manner.  

Today, God’s judgment and justice does exist, but only in a general 
sense, because man does not see —  or he chooses not to acknowledge 
God’s judgments as coming from Him because they are not happening 
in an open and instant and obvious way — because mankind for now 
are being allowed to think and do as they please — subject only to their 
own greed, lust and dominance over others as we can see in our present 
day how the wickedness of man is great upon this earth — which 
ironically should be encouraging to us as we know that it is to be like 
Sodom and Gomorrah when our Master returns. However, if you let 
mortal man be in the presence of divine immortal power (Christ) and 
that power is administered through living immortal beings (the saints) 
who will righteously avenge injustice and punish the guilty swiftly and 
without any error — then it is easy to see that a tremendous change is 
soon to be ushered in. This could be our lot, brothers and sisters, if our 
master finds us worthy to work and rule with him from this Temple and 
in his kingdom. As a matter of fact, this is promised to both Israel and 
to us. To Israel it is promised in Jeremiah chapter 3 — “I will give you 
pastors according to my heart, which shall feed you with knowledge 
and understanding.” Also in Isaiah 30:20-21 — “Thine eyes shall see 
thy teachers; and thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, this 
is the way; walk ye in it.” — The writings of the apostles tell us who 
these teachers are — they are the twelve apostles who will be over the 
twelve tribes and also all of the prophets and all the saints in the 
kingdom will fill their role as kings and priests.  

In what manner we will serve him as his immortalized saints is 
hinted at in Matthew 16:27 when he says — “For the son of man shall 
come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall 
reward every man according to his works.” That word works is praxis 
according to Strong’s and means practice or function and the word 
reward carries the meaning of recompense — while the word 
according infers “to the degree of” — which (if you will allow me to 
paraphrase) would render “then shall he recompense every man to the 
degree of his function or ability.”  In fact the idea that saints have 
varying degrees of responsibilities is supported by other scriptures such 
as “he that soweth bountifully shall reap bountifully.” You see, 
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different degrees of responsibility following our being given 
immortality is an element of salvation —  dependent upon how much 
fruit we  bear to our Creator during this time of our present wilderness 
journey. This is brought out beautifully in Matthew and Luke — in 
Matthew, Christ uses talents where “he gave to every man, according to 
his several ability.” In Luke, he uses pounds — but the principle is the 
same.  We are told that Christ will judge his servants how? — 
“according to their works.”  If this is not the main point of these two 
parables, then why would He talk about different positions of 
responsibility contingent upon their fruitfulness during this lifetime? 
Our status in the kingdom will depend upon our spiritual 
accomplishments during our probation. All men have different talents 
— some have a more natural gift in certain areas than others. But it is 
not the number of talents we have that is important — but how we 
increase them by faithful use now. Because, the servant who had one 
talent would have had equal favor with the others, — if he had put his 
to use like they did. So by increasing faithful use of their talents the 
other ‘profitable’ servants were made rulers over 5 and 10 cities when 
the master returned. To quote Bro. Roberts — “The judgment has two 
operations. While it decrees total rejection and death in the case of the 
class represented by the unprofitable servant, it distributes differing 
measures of reward and distinction among those servants who, in 
differing degrees, are found faithful to the trusts severally reposed.” — 
After all, it was Christ who told us in John 18:8 “Herein is my Father 
glorified, that YE BEAR MUCH FRUIT; so shall ye be my disciples.” 
This is the fulfillment of the promise “To him that overcometh, will I 
grant to sit with me in my throne” (and that throne will be in this 
Temple we have been studying this week) and his other promise is “I 
will give thee power over the nations.” This could be us, brothers and 
sisters, immortal servants of Christ inheriting the earth and ruling 
mankind.  This book of Ezekiel shows us that Christ, the prince, has an 
estate of his own which covers a vast area of thousands of square miles 
in the best of the land when it was like the Garden of Eden. In the 
presence of this Royal Domain, under Christ’s rule of Holiness and 
majesty — it will be a pure blessing and happiness for us to be 
bestowed with the highest honor possible — and that is to be given a 
special residence and possession to those of us who will have the 
opportunity to receive His approval as saints and be co-rulers with him 
for a 1000 years and throughout eternity — and like Him, death will 
have no more dominion over us. 

Now we all want to be a part of this glorious age that is soon to be 
established by Christ. In order to be acceptable, we must overcome our 
flesh and hold out faithful until the end.  Christ himself in speaking 
about his return to the earth asked this question: “Shall I find faith on 
the earth?” 
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The apostle Paul tells us that “faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God.”  And he goes on to say that “how beautiful are the 
feet of them that preach the gospel of peace.”  Today we try to promote 
that gospel of peace through reading the scriptures and exhorting to the 
brothers and sisters in a positive and uplifting manner, as well as 
present God’s plan and purpose to those who do not know the truth 
through lectures. 

So what do we need to do in order to become a serious candidate to 
be enthroned in this future Temple that Ezekiel has described to us this 
week? For the answer to this question, we could do no better than to 
turn to Romans chapter 12 where Paul gives some of the best 
instruction we could possibly receive concerning our character and 
walk to the kingdom.   I have somewhat paraphrased the chapter using 
Strong’s original meanings for some of the words in hopes it might 
have greater impact upon us!  So if you will turn with me to Romans 12 
I have chosen a few verses: (remember I am paraphrasing),  we are told 
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God that 
ye offer your bodies a living sacrifice, set apart, acceptable unto 
God, which is your logical performance.” The word sacrifice here 
literally means victim.  We read in Psalms that “the sacrifices of God 
are a broken spirit; a broken heart, o God Thou wilt not despise.”  — 
the word broken here means crushed  — spirit is life — contrite is 
collapse, and heart means mind, feeling or understanding.  

So a living sacrifice is to make ourselves a victim of the truth by 
collapsing and crushing the things of this life through a change of our 
mind, feelings and understanding. That is why Isaiah tells “but to this 
man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and 
trembleth at my word.” So it is the reverence and esteem for God’s 
Holy Word that is the driving force behind this life altering process. In 
our modern day a sacrifice is foregoing something now - in hope of a 
future benefit later.  We remember in David’s case he would not offer 
burnt offerings, unless it cost him something or that he made a sacrifice 
of some kind — so he bought the threshing floor for 50 pieces of silver. 

Hebrews 13:15-16 tells us “By him therefore let us offer the 
sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving 
thanks to his name. But to do good and to communicate (or share) 
forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.”   

A living sacrifice is what is required in order to have an active and 
tried faith — and a tried faith requires works to prove that your faith is 
genuine. You see, it is in time of trouble that our faith is severely tried 
— and our sacrifice for the truth is really put to the test. 

You know, it is real easy to be brave when there is no danger. But it 
is the way we face difficulties, trials and temptations that show us up 
for what we really are. God wants a tried faith. Peter tells us “that the 
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trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that 
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and 
honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.” Brothers and sisters, 
our faith MUST withstand the fiery trial. Difficulties certainly are not 
very pleasant, but, then again, they are not intended to be. We are told 
“no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous, 
nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness 
unto them that are exercised thereby.” And remember it was Christ who 
told us —  “I would that ye bear much fruit.”     

Now in verse 2  of  Romans 12 we are told “And be not conformed 
to this age; but be ye ‘metamorphosed’ by the regeneration of your 
understanding, that ye may discern by examination what is that 
pleasant, agreeable and complete purpose of God.”  

  John 2:15-17 says “love not the world, neither the things that are in 
the world. If, any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the father, but of the world. And the 
world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of 
God abideth forever.”  Isn’t that what we want — to abide forever? In 
order for us to reach such a glorious goal, there has to be a TOTAL 
Transformation. 

The Greek word for ‘metamorpho’ which is translated Transformed 
in the King James Version is connected to our English word 
‘metamorphosis’ which means to be transformed or transfigured. Even 
school children understand that when a fat little caterpillar turns into a 
beautiful butterfly that it has gone through a process called 
‘metamorphosis.’ Brothers and sisters that represents a drastic change! 
What Paul is telling us is that we need to make a radical change. If we 
want to please God, then we need a real metamorphosis to take place in 
our lives. Now we recognize that this change is a process — that is why 
we are given a period of time known as our probation to work out our 
salvation. The way we make this change is through the reading of 
God’s word with careful discernment and renewing our mind every 
day. God’s word can and will change our ways by changing the way we 
think. You see, there is a constant battle going on within each of us 
because of the fleshly nature we all possess and the world we live in.  
The world is trying to make us — and sometimes even force us to 
conform to it, but Paul is telling us to fight back, — you need to resist 
the pressure of the world and become completely changed by forcing 
our minds to think Godly instead of worldly. 

When Paul wrote this warning, there were no newspapers, radios, 
billboards, internet, telephones, or any other source of communication 
one can think of to pipe the world into our lives all the time — that is 
why it is so important to resist the pressure of the world which is 
always telling us how we should think and act. Let me give you an 
example — almost without our realizing it we are programmed by 
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advertising how to think — where to go — and what to buy. For 
instance, how about slogans like “Don’t leave home without it” or “the 
good hands people” and “fly the friendly skies.” Unfortunately,  I know 
instantly what each product is advertising just by their slogans — in 
order they are American Express — Allstate Insurance — and United 
Airlines — which is evidence that to some extent inadvertently we are 
being formed and influenced into the world’s mold.  I guess the point I 
am trying to make is that if we do not make a concerted effort to ‘let 
God mold our minds’ we will have great difficulty in becoming 
completely transformed.  When Jesus does return to the earth — then 
we will just be like everyone else. Paul also tells us that when Jesus 
comes he will “change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto 
his glorious body. NOTICE he did NOT say Jesus would change our 
vile mind — because that is what we are supposed to be doing now.  

There needs to be a real transformation of our mind as spectacular 
as an ugly caterpillar turning into a beautiful butterfly. We need to fight 
back. 

Brother Growcott  in “Be Ye Transformed” writes; “in our poor, so 
brief little life-span, the basic purpose of all that we do must be the 
schooling and purifying and developing and transforming of our own 
character.  Knowledge is essential, but knowledge is just a means to an 
end — it is not the end itself.  Character is the thing that knowledge 
must be creating — spirituality — holiness — purity and beauty. We 
are being put through exercises and experiences to create holiness. 
Even Jesus himself “learned obedience by the things which he 
suffered” and was “made perfect through suffering.” 

The following verses make it extremely clear that there was no 
future in our former way life — before we knew the truth and were 
baptized. 

1
st
 Peter 1:14 — “As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves 

according to the former lusts in your ignorance.” 

1st Corinthians 5:17 — “therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature: old things are passed away. All things are become new.” 

Ephesians 4:22-24 — “That ye put off concerning the former 
conversation (your old way of life) the old man, which is corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts: and be renewed in the spirit of your 
mind; and that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in 
righteousness and true holiness.” 

In verse 3 of Romans 12 we are instructed:  “For I say, through the 
favor given me, to every man that is among you, not to esteem of 
himself more arrogantly than he should think: but to think with a 
sound mind in the manner as God has bestowed to every man the 
portion of faith.”  



                                                                                                           Berean 2016 —370 

  

The key word in this verse is think! Have you really thought about 
what you think? Galatians 6:3 says “For if a man think himself to be 
something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.”  

The way we think determines who we are — and that is why 
Solomon said — “For as a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.” Do you 
remember when Peter took his eye off Christ and started to THINK 
about his surroundings and circumstances? We also brothers and sisters 
during our probation are taking our walk over the stormy seas of life. 
But our faith comes from God through those glorious promises he has 
given us. But if we begin to waver and doubts arise — then the waves 
of trouble will sweep over us and we will begin to sink just as Peter 
began to do.  Therefore, in order to help keep us afloat, Paul told us to 
keep our minds on positive things when he said: “Finally brethren, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of a good report, if there be any virtue, and if there be any 
praise, THINK on these things.”  

I want you to remember these next few lines concerning the word 
think: 

What you think become your thoughts. 

Watch your thoughts; they become actions. 

Watch your actions; they become habits. 

Watch your habits; they become your character. 

Watch your character; it becomes your destiny.  

That is exactly why Psalms 139:23-24 Says “Search me O God, and 
know my heart:  (which only God and Christ have the ability to do) 
try me, and know my thoughts; and see if there be any wicked way in 
me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” 

Paul also gives this warning in Hebrews 4:12-14 when he says “For 
the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two 
edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, 
and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart.  Neither is there any creature that is not manifest 
in His sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him 
with whom we have to do.”  

Because our time is limited, we will skip down to verses 6, 7 and 8 
which says; “Having then qualifications differing according to the 
favor that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy 
according to the proportion of faith; or service, let us wait on our 
serving: or he that instructs, on instruction; or he that exhorteth on 
exhortation; he that shareth, let him do it with generosity; he that 
presides, with earnest; he that sheweth compassion with 
cheerfulness.  
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In 1
st
 Peter 4 verse 11 we are told that “If any man speak, let him 

speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the 
ABILITY which God giveth.” 

Since we all have our particular gift from God, then it seems 
reasonable to me that we should use our God given gifts for His honor 
and glory.  There are two points that we would do well to remember. 
One — since God made us, whatever gift we may have, has been given 
by Him — and not by any special effort or super intelligence on our 
part. So we should not be puffed up and think of ourselves more highly 
than we ought to think. Number two — Since what we have is God-
given — then we have an obligation to use whatever we have been 
given to the honor and glory of God who gave it to us. That is why Paul 
tells us — “Whatsoever you do in word or deed, do ALL in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.” 

We must never forget that God is the Potter and we are the clay. 
And since He is the Potter — He can shape and mold us anyway He 
chooses. Only He truly knows how our present and future destiny will 
play out because He is the one who controls all the twists and turns of 
our existence. Therefore we need to go all out in our efforts to make 
fruitful use of our talents and abilities that our Creator has given us. 
Even people of the world know how to effectively use their abilities to 
achieve temporal goals. So, don’t you think it would please God to see 
us put our talents to maximum use to achieve spiritual goals?  Christ 
felt a sense of urgency when he said, “I must work the works of him 
that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.” 
This was said over 2000 years ago — and for us that night that Christ 
refers to comes either through death or His return. God is expecting us 
to work while it is day, because the night is coming soon when we 
cannot work — that is why we are told “Whatsoever thy hand findeth 
to do, do it with all thy might; for there is no work nor device, nor 
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave whither thou goest.” 

In verse 9 he tells us “Let love be without hypocrisy. Detest that 
which is evil; glue yourself to that which is good.” 

He wants our love for each other to be true and sincere. The word 
dissimulation in the King James Version means pretense, deceit or 
hypocrisy which more resembles the ‘what is in it for me’ type of love 
the world is so fond of.  That is why Paul told us in Philippians; “Let 
NOTHING be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of 
mind, let each esteem others better than themselves. . .Let this mind be 
in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” (Who by the way is our 
example) Paul also exhorted; “As we have therefore opportunity, let us 
do good to ALL men, ESPECIALLY unto them who are of the 
household of faith.” Jesus tells us in Luke 6:35-36 that God is “kind to 
the ungrateful and the wicked, be ye therefore merciful, just as your 
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Father is merciful.”  We are supposed to be a ray of sunshine in a dark 
degenerate world, shining for all to see! And as such we should be 
exhibiting these qualities of love, thoughtfulness and kindness.  When 
we do these loving acts of kindness, we do it unto our master and his 
father for he said; “Inasmuch as ye did it unto the least of these my 
brethren, you have done unto me.”  John tells us; “My little children, let 
us not love in word, neither in tongue, but in deed and truth.” 

“Love is patient. Love is kind. Love does not envy. Love does not 
boast. Love is not proud. Love is not rude. Love is not self-seeking. 
Love is not easily angered. Love keeps no record of wrongs. Love does 
not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. Love always protects, 
always trusts, alwys hopes, always perseveres.” 

Let us brothers and sisters, become a contagious carrier of these 
virtues — or as Paul put it “Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy 
and beloved — compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness and 
patience.”   

In Titus 2:13-15 we are told these words — 
 ”
Looking for that 

blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ;  Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works.  These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all 
authority. Let no man despise thee.”  

This exhortation has been our feeble attempt to convey to you these 
character building thoughts this morning which are necessary 
ingredients as we make that metamorphosis or transformation Paul is 
pleading with us to make. Therefore if we expect to rule and reign with 
Christ in that Temple that Ezekiel has described to us in these last eight 
chapters — then we must continually strive to complete that 
transformation or that ‘metamorphose’ from that ugly caterpillar to a 
beautiful butterfly — meaning from our ugly natural fleshly tendencies 
(of which we are commanded to overcome)  to obtaining the beautiful 
fruits of the spirit (of which we are to continually strive toward) which 
according to Galatians 5:22 are — love — joy — peace — 
longsuffering (which is forbearance or patience) gentleness (which is 
moral excellence or character) goodness — faith — meekness — 
temperance (which is self-control). Which Paul says, that against such 
there is no law. 

In conclusion, I would like to refer to the apostle Peter’s thoughts as 
he makes this urgent plea to us concerning the importance of following 
all these virtues and attributes in order to make our calling and election 
sure. And after all, that is what we all want, is it not? He tells us in 2

nd
 

Peter chapter 1 — 
 ”
Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and 

precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
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5 
And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and 

to virtue knowledge; 
6 
And to knowledge temperance; (there is that self-control again) 

and to temperance patience; and to patience, godliness; (holiness) 
7 
And to godliness brotherly kindness; (fraternal affection) and to 

brotherly kindness charity. (Agape — spiritual affection or love) 
8 
For if these things be in you, and ABOUND, they make you that 

ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

9 
But he that LACKETH these things is blind, - (Spiritually blind) - 

and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his 
old sins (which happened at our Baptism) 

10 
Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence - (which is prompt 

and earnest effort) - to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do 
these things, ye shall never fall:  

Then what does he say will happen? 
11  

For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into 
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 

Brothers and sisters these are the things that Peter and Paul tell us 
that we must put into serious practice, if we are to have any hope of 
being with Christ and serving with him from that Temple in Jerusalem 
which will be the Capital of the whole world…because — “The Lord is 
there”. 

The apostle Paul who wrote this 12
th
 chapter of Romans is himself a 

perfect example of making a complete metamorphosis or 
transformation. As we all know he was a vicious persecutor of the 
followers of Christ until he had this encounter with Jesus on his way to 
Damascus to imprison more of His followers.  He was told what he 
must do. Paul was a “chosen vessel unto Christ” and “how he must 
suffer many things for Christ’s name sake.” On 5 different occasions he 
was beaten with forty stripes minus one — 3 times he was stoned — 3 
times he suffered shipwreck — he was left to suffer a night and a day in 
the sea — he met danger from robbers — his own countrymen — the 
heathen — in cities he visited — he suffered danger in the wilderness 
— from false brethren — weariness — painfulness — hunger — thirst 
— fastings — cold and nakedness. Yes, he did suffer many things for 
Christ’s name sake. And I think I am safe in saying that none of us has 
had to endure what Paul did! Besides all the things he had to endure 
from the world, he had the burden of taking daily care of all the 
ecclesias he had established. Yet he did not deem himself worthy to be 
called an Apostle because he persecuted the ecclesia of God. But yet he 
says that he labored more abundantly than all the other apostles.  
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Consequently, nearing the end of his life, the aged Paul told young 
Timothy in 2

nd
 Timothy 4:7-8 “I have fought a good fight, I have 

finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth, there is laid up 
for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day; and not for me only, but unto all them also 
that love his appearing.” He is our example of what determination and 
devotion is needed to have an opportunity to transform ourselves into 
what God wants us to be. 

Jesus Christ our Savior, whose sacrifice we will remember shortly 
in this memorial bread and wine — that supreme sacrifice he made on 
our behalf that we by obeying His commands and holding out faithful 
until the end may have the opportunity to serve him as he rules from 
this temple we have been studying this week in this book of the Prophet 
Ezekiel.  But we must remember he is not only our Master — Savior — 
Mediator — High Priest — and King, but is also our Judge as to our 
worthiness to be in His kingdom.  

It is my fondest hope that we all may hear His long awaited words. 
“Come ye blessed of my father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world.”  And as this world is rapidly 
changing before our very eyes — so must we double our efforts to 
successfully complete that metamorphosis that began with our baptism 
and will end when we will stand before Christ at his judgment seat.    

As we are told in the last two verses of Revelations “He which 
testifieth of these things saith, surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
Amen.”                                                                 — Bro. Jerry Connolly 

                                    

The Glory Departs 
(Ezekiel 9-10) 

Ezekiel started his prophecy at the age of 30, which happened to be 

the same age that both Christ and John the Baptist started their 

ministry.  Now in chapters 8-10 it is a year later, the 6
th
 year that he and 

Jehoiachin had been taken captive to Babylon. Assuming they were 

taken at 597 BC these chapters would be written around 591 BC. This 

was 3 years before the siege on Jerusalem begins and 4 and a half years 

before the destruction of the Temple. Ezekiel is on the banks of Chebar 

and given this next vision relating to the city of Jerusalem and the 

Temple.   Even though he was over 600 miles away, the city was still 

very much in his mind and heart. The 8
th
 chapter pictured him 

witnessing the fornication done by those that were supposed to be 

upholding Yahweh’s truth.  These next chapters show the results.    

Brother Sulley, in his book the Temple of Ezekiel’s prophecy, 

makes a point that this 9
th
 chapter was a “prophecy…which must relate 



375 —Berean 2016 

 

 

not to the literal city, nor to Israel alter the flesh, but to Israel after the 

spirit”. 

 It would make sense however that using the pattern of first natural, 

then spiritual, that these chapters deal with both Jerusalem at the time 

of the Babylonian invasion, but also, and more importantly, to Spiritual 

Israel.   

Brother Sulley points out that the “loud voice” in verse 1 represents 

a call to judgment and when Christ returns, the loud voice will be the 

shout that brings the responsible from their graves.   

1Th 4:16:  “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 

shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and 

the dead in Christ shall rise first:” 

We also see that this loud voice was a call to judgment on Jerusalem 

during Ezekiel’s time.   He sees 6 men with slaughter weapons in hand.    

In Jeremiah 39:3 we read of the six generals of Nebuchadnezzar who 

were given charge to overtake the city. One of these officials was 

Nergal-Sharezer who was Nebuchadnezzar’s son-in-law. He ascended 

Babylon’s throne in 560 B.C. after the death of Nebuchadnezzar’s son, 

Evil-Merodach. 

These 6 generals and the Babylonian army took over the city after a 

prolonged siege, of a year and half. The city was taken and these 6 sat 

in the gate, in full control of the city. A month later the city was 

completely destroyed along with the Temple.     

We also read of a 7th man clothed with linen, with a writer’s 

inkhorn, who was instructed to put a mark in the foreheads of the men 

that “sigh and cry because of all the abominations that had been 

done”.  We recall that after the first invasion of the city there were 

several deportation of captives, and that the “good figs”, the righteous 

of Israel, were taken to Babylon which included Ezekiel. This might 

have, at first glance, seemed as if those taken were being punished 

more than those who were left behind in Jerusalem.  God notices the 

righteous.  He has a plan with them, and if according to his plan, will 

protect them. But more important than what happens to us physically 

during this life, is that we do get marked with the saving mark, that we 

get recognized as on the side of Christ. Because if we aren’t 

symbolically marked in the forehead by Christ, if we are not recognized 

as sons of God and written in the book of life, we will never eat of the 

tree that gives life.      

We see in verse 6 that the judgment is to start in “my sanctuary”.    
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1Pe 4:17:  “For the time is come that judgment must begin at the 

house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them 

that obey not the gospel of God?” 

We see the man clothed with Fine linen, which typifies 

righteousness, as we see in Rev 19:8:  “And to her was granted that she 

should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the 

righteousness of saints.”    

This 7
th
 man, standing by the brazen altar, clearly associates this 

man, clothed in white linen, with Christ.      

In chapter 10 vs 2 we read of the man clothed in linen taking up a 

handful of coals of fire from between the cherubim, and was told to 

scatter them over the city. Fire stands for consuming judgment and the 

coals seem to indicate that it is a controlled destruction, a cleansing.   

We know from other sources that the siege on Jerusalem was 

devastating.  

Conditions inside the city became desperate. We read in 2 Kings 25:  

“the famine prevailed in the city, and there was no bread for the 

people of the land.”   (2 Kings 25:3).  

And from Jeremiah’s Lamentation, “The hands of compassionate 

women have boiled their own children;   they became their food  during 

the destruction of the daughter of my people.” 

The walls of the city were breached and the Temple and Palace were 

burned down, and the people and the princes ere hung up by their 

hands. 

There is a parallel between this and the next destruction of the city 

in AD 70. Both times the cities were warned, this time by “A” son of 

man, and before AD 70 by “The Son of Man”.   

********** 

The great theme of the bible is that the Glory of Yahweh will be 

manifested throughout the earth. Our purpose is to become vehicles, or 

chariots, by which that Glory can inhabit and ride. This theme was 

being taught from the start when Adam and his descendants were 

taught to bring sacrifices to the cherubim in the Garden. These 

cheribum showed what man was to strive to become, a character that 

our elder brother was a perfect example of. It was at these cherubim 

that Yahweh’s glory dwelt.  We are told in Exo. 25:22    
22 

 “And 
x
there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee 

from above the mercy seat, from 
y
between the two cherubims which are 

upon the ark of the testimony” 

                                                 
x ch. 29:42, 43. & 30:6, 36. Num. 17:4. 
y Num. 7:89. So 1 Sam. 4:4. 2 Sam. 6:2. 2 Kin. 19:15. Ps. 80:1. Isa. 37:16. 
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Prior to the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple, we see the 
shekinah glory leaving. The word Shekinah, is a word that is not 
actually found in the bible, but the concept is. It is derived from the 
Hebrew word “Shakan”, which means “to dwell”.   

We see examples of this word in Exodus 24:16 “And the glory of 
Yahweh abode (which is the Hebrew word Shakan) upon mount Sinai” 

And in Exo 40:35 “And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of 
the congregation, because the cloud abode (Shakan) thereon, and the 
glory of Yahweh filled the tabernacle” 

In this last verse we see the Shekinah Glory dwelling within the 
tabernacle. The word for Tabernacle is Mish-kan, which means 
“dwelling place”, and is a derivation of the word “shakan”, so that the 
tabernacle is the dwelling place of the shekinah glory.   

This glory had been with Israel from Moses until right before the 
destruction of the Temple.     

In these chapters of Ezekiel we see the sad departure of the Glory 
that dwelt with the cherubim.  It started in chapter 9:3, rising above the 
cherubim and went to the threshold of the house.   It eventually leaves 
the city and went to Mount Olives. Visualizing the stages of the parting 
Glory isn’t hard, but trying to understand the prophetic aspect of this 
has been a challenge.     

Our Brother Sulley describes the movement of the Glory in various 
stages and compares it to the resurrection, then judgment, and then 
immortalization of the saints. As mentioned, he believes the “loud 
voice” is the shout that brings the dead from the grave. He then points 
to chp 10 vs 3 where the cherubim go to the right side of the house, and 
compares that to the judgment when the righteous sheep are set on the 
right and the goats on the left. The man in white goes in next to the 
cherub, and then the Glory that was at the threshold moves back to the 
cherub, which is said to symbolize the saints being clothed with 
immortality. With Christ at their head they begin their work judging the 
nations, pouring out the coals of fire upon the wicked.    

I would like to present an alternate possibility regarding the 
prophetic aspect of the departing Glory. I’ll be honest, I have 
difficulties matching up all the details in either brother Sulley’s 
comments or the one I’m about to present. 

Here in Ezek. 9:3 we see the glory of the Lord arising off the 
cherubim, and then go to the threshold.  Is this prophetic of the Holy 
Spirit leaving Christ the cherub, as he hung on the Cross?    

Then the last verse of chp. 9 the man in white says “I have done as 

thou hast commanded me.” Similarly in the analogy we have Christ 

hanging on the cross saying, “It is done”.    

And then in chp. 10 we see the Glory reuniting with the cheribum, 

and then leaving the Temple by way of the East. 
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 Bro. John Thomas wrote of Christ on the cross: “The effluent 

power by which he had taught and worked was withdrawn from him for 

some time before he died. The Spirit no longer rested upon the Cherub, 

yet that Cherub continued to live as other men. In process of time, he 

expired. He was now, like the Cherubic Veil of the Temple, rent in 

twain.” 

Just before Christ died on the Cross he said, Eli, Eli, lama 

sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 

me? 

The Holy Spirit temporarily left the cherub, but returned shortly 

thereafter at his resurrection. A short time later, Christ, the cherub, left 

the earth and ascended to the Father. 

In the near future, The glory will return from the East in a similar 

way in that it departed. This next time it will come as a divine chariot 

riding from Sinai with Yahweh’s power resting on Christ and the 

Saints.  Christ will stand on the Mount of Olives. This time instead of 6 

generals who think they are winning by their own ability, (yet being 

controlled by Yahweh), these future conquerors will be composed of 

righteous men of all ages, the multitudinous man, clothed with 

immortality who will enter the city with Christ as their head. There will 

be another pouring out of judgment, with Christ and the saints pouring 

out coals of destruction on the invaders from the North. The land will 

change.  The Temple rebuilt, and the Glory of Yahweh, the Shekinah 

Glory will rest in the land where it belongs, never to leave again.    

Our mission now, is to strive to become like the cherubs NOW.    

Psalms 104:3  says:  “Who maketh the clouds his chariot”   

The clouds represent the saints. The chariot, is the vehicle, the 

cherubim, that God will dwell in.  We are the temple of the living God.   

Will we be found acceptable at the time of his return, so that we can be 

useful to him? 

One of the primary characteristics of the cherubim that we have to 

be working on now, is described by the symbol of the ox. We have to 

work as the ox: slow, steady, strong, and patiently working for our 

master, constantly trying to put away sin. If we do this now, then when 

Christ returns and if we are judged worthy, then we can become 

changed, and that Ox figure, can become fully incorporated into the 

Cherub, fully changing into the cherub with Yahweh’s Spirit.    

In the End, there will be the fulfilment of the Yahweh’s words in 

Numbers 14:21, “As I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of 

the Lord.”   Will we be part of it?                                 —Bro. B.L.Smith 

http://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Numbers+14.21&t=DBY
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Meditations —Deity’s Ways No. 86 

 DO not run away, my brother, with the idea that because you now 
know and love the truth, you are for all time proof against departing 
from it. Certain of the orthodox delude themselves in this way, but no 
Christadelphian should. Nothing is easier to us than to slip away if we 
allow ourselves to become lax in the reading and study of the Word, 
careless in regard to the meetings, and unduly absorbed in worldly 
affairs. An old ecclesial register is a sorry tell-tale on this subject. 
Procure one, enquire into the names, and you will discover that the 
percentage of backsliders is appalling. “Went over to infidelity,” 
“Forsook Christ for Mammon,” “Left the truth to please friends,” 
“Gave up religion, as it interfered with business,” “Became indifferent 
through love of pleasure,” “Died through sipping afresh at the cup of 
the Papal Harlot.” These are the sort of inscriptions that would have to 
appear on the tombstones of scores and scores. The correct view as to 
whether we can fall away or not is to be found in a multitude of solemn 
warnings that exist in the scriptures, to “be diligent” (2 Pet. 3:14), to 
“stand fast” (2 Thess. 2:15), and to “take heed,” lest an evil heart of 
unbelief arise (Heb. 3:12). 

Praise, but do not flatter. To do the one is scriptural, but not the 
other. Be careful, however, to praise only the right thing. The world is 
profuse with praise, but its praise is mis-directed. Fools are praised by 
the world, so are the immoral and the dishonest, likewise the tyrant and 
the blasphemer. But for the man who is struggling to serve God and 
uphold His truth, in the various ways appointed, the world has no 
praise. Brethren, let us not join the world in its praise, nor in its wicked 
silence in bestowing praise where praise is due. Oftentimes praise is 
withheld through inability to appreciate the right thing. Sometimes 
through envy and jealousy and a dislike to see faithful commendation 
poured on others. Sometimes through the erroneous idea that praise will 
spoil even a saint. Christ thought not thus in regard to honest praise, 
neither did Paul. Bro. Roberts in a private letter once said, and his 
words are worth memorializing, “The approbation of the excellent of 
the earth is a sweetness in the bitterness of the way. God permits it in 
measure as a counterpoise to the depressions arising from other causes. 
When the end comes there will be nothing but joy and congratulations 
among the sons of God in the presence of their approving Judge and 
Head. We can afford to be patient in prospect of this.” 

The Scriptures reveal an “old man” and a “new man.” Both are 
mental. The one is born of sin’s flesh, and the other of the Word of 
God. The “old man” is created in the same way as the mind of a cat or 
dog, but the “new man” only by willing effort—by a determined and 
continuous surrender to the Spirit’s teaching. These two men are sworn 
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enemies. There is not and cannot be affinity or love between them. 
They are always warring, and we are the fighting ground. When we die 
the conflict ends, but not before—provided we remain true to our God. 
Our instructions, as to the manner in which we are to deal with both 
these men, are clearly set forth in the pages of the Bible, but to carry 
these instructions out is a painful task—it calls for thought, for 
firmness, and for much moral pluck. We are commanded to “put off the 
old man” and to “put on the new man” (Col. 3:9, 10; Eph. 4:22, 24). To 
speak less figuratively, we are to “walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit.” Or to express the matter quite plainly, we are to cease from sin 
and to practice righteousness. For a full rehearsal of our duty, we have 
but to read through that excellent little work entitled A pocket epitome 
of the commandments of Christ. 

God asks no man to steal to give to Him. Nor to lie or play the fool 
in order to attract and lead others to embrace His truth. Neither does He 
sanction abuse or bounce as a means of obtaining victories for His 
cause. It is easy for us to get it into our heads that all these things are 
pardonable, provided we are sincere and are engaged in God’s work. It 
is not so—the thought is jesuitical—it is the reasoning of the diabolos. 
Under some circumstances, God may forgive such faults in His 
children, but for them deliberately to commit such faults is positively 
wrong, and may be found to be fatal in the coming day of reward. If we 
wish to assist God, we must do so on His own lines. If our service is to 
be pleasing to Him we must show ourselves honest, truthful, wise, 
kind, humble-minded. To depart from these principles, and to think that 
in relation to God’s business we can thieve, tell falsehoods, act the part 
of a buffoon, or browbeat, we make a very foolish mistake—a mistake 
which shows that we are either determined to please ourselves 
irrespective of God’s mind, or that we have no faith in the wisdom and 
power of God to accomplish His revealed ends in His own way. 

Paul had many enemies, and they worked in various ways for the 
destruction of his influence. These enemies, alas, were to be found 
largely among the brethren. A shocking fact, but a fact none the less. 
Paul the capable, the upright, the kind—the man ready to spend and be 
spent in Christ’s service, yet incessantly maligned and hated, and that 
by his own brethren! There is consolation in this for any in the 
brotherhood who may be the victims of a like experience. If Paul was 
permitted to suffer, why should not we suffer? If Paul was unable to 
silence the tongue of the slanderer and escape the persecution of 
enemies, should we expect to be free from these things? Let any who 
suffer, copy Paul’s example, and without retaliation, patiently endure. 
“Being reviled,” said the apostle, “we bless; being persecuted, we 
suffer it; being defamed, we intreat.” What a happy reflection it will be 
for Paul, when the Kingdom is reached, to look back and see the good 
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that was the outcome of faithfulness and fortitude—his determination 
to uphold the truth and continue in well-doing even at the cost of cruel 
and unrighteous torment from those who ought to have known better. “I 
endure all things,” said Paul, “for the elect’s sake, that they also may 
obtain the salvation which is in Jesus Christ with eternal joy.” If we let 
this spirit animate us, we shall most assuredly discover that our course 
has been a wise one.                                    —Bro. A.T. Jannaway — 1906 

Principles of Righteousness  — Consistent Judgement 

A further example of how our judgment ought to be consistent is the 
way ecclesias deal with marriage outside the truth. We do not require 
separation before re‐fellowship. We do however call for repentance and 

recognition of the law of Christ. If the erring brother or sister confesses 
their error and manifests the fruit of the spirit in a life in harmony with the 
law of Christ and directing their family to follow a godly example, the 
ecclesia accepts them. When the situation is compared to divorce and 
remarriage cases, we see both are contrary to the law the Lord. Yet the 
one, upon confession of sin and expressed desire for acceptance, is 
re‐fellowshipped and may remain in a “state of being unequally yoked” 
for the rest of their lives. But with the other, the sacrifice of separation 
from spouse and possibly children is called for as “evidence” of true 
repentance! 

Bro. Dowling, who knew Bro. Roberts personally, was well acquainted 
with his well‐balanced judgement, and upon comparing how ecclesias deal 
with these two types of cases states, “The future interests of all parties are 
equally involved. The hope of the conversion of the unbeliever in the one 
case (with respect to marriage outside the truth) is more than equalised by 
the hope of saving a soul or souls from death (with respect to divorce and 
remarriage). In both cases, it is an effort to convert ‘a sinner from the error 
of his way’ (James 5:20). Only when they refused to acknowledge or 
confess their sin, are we justified in refusing to receive them. There is, in all 
such cases, the opportunity of seeking forgiveness with the divine 
assurance that ‘he that seeketh findeth’” (Matthew 7:8). 

Note: This is the correct Berean belief on this subject. Those who 
believe differently are following an incorrect doctrine that the 
Bereans were separated from in 1941 and 1971. (The Dawn and 
Four Points) 

Jerusalem Revisited  — 12a 
OLIVET HOUSE, JERUSALEM, March, 1912. 

DEAR BROTHER WALKER,—Today is Saturday; but, judging by 
appearances, one would have thought it was Sunday; all is so quiet—
the streets of Jerusalem are all but deserted—and nearly all that one 
meets are much cleaner and better clad than on other days. The 
majority of the “shops” are closed, and scarcely a donkey, or mule, or 
camel, is to be seen. Surely, an evidence that the Holy City—
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Jerusalem—is fast changing from a Moslem to a Jewish city; I should 
say—has changed. And that fact brings me to the intensely interesting 
and highly important matter referred to in the conclusion of my last 
letter—the subject of THE JEWISH COLONIES, and the Jewish position 
generally in the land. 

Many of my correspondents, especially those who may be termed 
the “watchmen in Israel,” want to know if there are sufficient 
“unwalled villages,” and whether they are of such value as to excite the 
cupidity of “Gog of the land of Magog,” of the North, and cause him to 
invade the mountains of Israel “to take a prey”? Can it be said that the 
Jews “gathered out of many people,” “are at rest,” and they “dwell 
safely, all of them”? (see Ezek. 38:8, 11). 

Doubtless you will remember that when I was contemplating this 
tour, and doing my best to get you to accompany me, I submitted a 
programme for your consideration. You will also remember that, in 
such programme, I reserved afternoon after afternoon in which to “visit 
Jewish Colonies.” That very oft-repeated project in the itinerary 
provoked many a smile from some, whom I favoured with a look at my 
written intentions. No doubt they thought I was allowing my wishes 
and expectations to run away with my judgment; and that I would be 
sorrowfully disappointed when I attempted to carry out the programme. 

But it was not so. The Jewish Colonies, in both numbers and 
variety, exceeded my most sanguine estimates. The vicinity of 
Jerusalem, for instance, is literally swarming with the natural seed of 
Abraham and their dwellings. Every season sees more; and that, too, in 
proportion to the anti-Semitism in Russia and other countries. Every 
wave or epidemic of that godless disease drives more of Abraham’s 
descendants hither. 

Here, let me explain, and emphasise what is not generally 
understood by the words, “Jewish Colonies.” Especially in the 
brotherhood the word “colony” is wrongly interpreted. It is generally 
associated with agricultural land, fields, pastures, vineyards, orange 
groves, and eucalyptus plantations; and the plough and the spade, and 
oxen and sheep, and husbandry and farming generally, are invariably 
conjured up before one’s mind’s eye when the word “colony” is 
uttered. Now, while that holds good in certain cases, it is not so in the 
majority; and the word ghetto conveys much better what the colonies 
round about Jerusalem really are; although that word primarily was 
applicable to the Jewish quarters in Italian cities, to which the Jews 
used to be strictly confined. 

I am under the impression that I have hinted at about twenty-seven 
of such colonies, or settlements, being within walking distance of the 
walls of the Holy City, but I find that that is not nearly the whole truth. 
There are no less than fifty-six; or, including the Almshouses, erected 
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by Sir Moses Montefiore in 1852, there are fifty-seven! Those colonies, 
ghettos, or settlements, I will now epitomise in chronological order, 
giving dates of foundation, their Hebrew and English names, the 
meanings thereof, how many tenements each colony comprises, and the 
approximate number of Jews and Jewesses occupying them. But first 
let me here introduce a snap-shot of a typical colony, as this will better 
enable the readers of these letters to understand what I am describing. It 
is quite a fair sample of the majority. Such majority are poor—very 
poor—beyond description; although in a subsequent letter I will do my 
best to convey to you an idea of their condition. 

In the compilation of my list, I am greatly indebted to many of the 
friends I have made during my stay here. Dr. Masterman, of the 
Hospital, and the Palestine representative of the “Palestine Exploration 
Fund,” has, in particular, rendered most invaluable help; and he, in 
turn, acknowledges the information obtained through Mr. Moscheh 
Luncz, the printer and publisher of Jewish literature in Jerusalem, as 
well as the most diligent and energetic labours of his head dispenser, 
Mr. Wiseman, in collecting facts in response to my enquiries. Dr. 
Morriss J. Franklin, a retired medical man, for many years in the 
Ottoman service in the Holy Land, and now of Jerusalem, and his wife 
and four daughters, also gathered much information for me; and lastly, 
Mr. W. J. Dunn, of “Abraham’s Vineyard,” also has greatly favoured 
me with his assistance. 

The completed list contains information never before published. My 
correspondents are at loss to understand why I want it. But you won’t 
be, nor will others who are true believers in prophecy and the future of 
Israel and their land. The basis of the following inventory was a rough 
and incomplete list which I made of twenty-seven of the “colonies,” 
and submitted to several residents in Jerusalem, who I felt sure could 
help me, if they would—and they did. They found it very difficult to 
get the information required; for, as one gentleman told me, although 
he is a large employer of Jewish labour, and is regarded as a true friend 
of the race, yet, as soon as he began to seek definite figures, then he 
found the Jew thought he detected “political odours,” and closed his 
mouth. Poor Jew! How suspicious the cruelties of the Gentile have 
made him; little does he dream what true friends and well-wishers he 
has in Christadelphians. 

Now for the list. The dates preceding the colonies are the years in 
which they were founded or established. (To be continued) 

— Affectionately your fellow-pilgrim, with eyes Zionwards, 

                                                                         FRANK G. JANNAWAY 
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Did Christ Have Two Natures or One? 
 I accept Dr. Thomas' teaching on the subject of God-manifestation, 

because I can see it to be the teaching of the word; but I do not 

understand that teaching to require me to regard the flesh and blood of 

Jesus as anything higher in nature than the flesh and blood of “the 

children” he came to redeem. Paul says it was the same (Heb. 2:14), 

and I believe it. It was in the first instance, drawn from the veins of 

Mary, during the nine months' gestatory process, in the same way as 

any other child; and was afterwards sustained like other men by the 

process of eating, except during the forty days he was in the wilderness, 

when like Moses for a similar period, he tasted no food, being upheld 

by the Spirit. But then, underlying this was the Spirit.  

The Spirit has to do with all men; but there is this great difference 

between Jesus and ordinary men, in this matter. In the case of ordinary 

men, they inherit a nature originally contrived by the Spirit, but not for 

a manifestation of the Spirit. The Spirit was the Creator, but the thing 

created (the living soul), partook no more of the quality, mind or 

tendency of the Spirit than any other animal fabrication. Adam was a 

man simply, purely and merely, because the Spirit designed no higher 

result; and his descendants have not even the advantage he had in 

having a nature (earthly though it be) directly from the hands of the 

Spirit.  

In the case of Jesus, the Spirit designed a manifestation of itself, 

through the medium of the flesh. Hence the babe born of Mary was the 

flesh-blossom, so to speak, of spirit seed. The spirit was imparted to the 

human ovum, and the result was a man, who though the flesh and blood 

of his mother, was the manifestation in all his characteristics of the 

invisible power which overshadowed Mary and quickened her womb, 

and allied itself as it were with her substance. The man Christ Jesus 

was not Spirit-nature. He was the Spirit manifested in flesh-nature—the 

divine glory concealed by the veil of the flesh. Some call this two 

natures, but I think this is a wrong description of it. These abstractions, 

however, should not trouble us. The main thing is to believe and 

receive the benefit, even if we do not understand, as in the case of the 

sun.                                            —Christadelphian 1872 – Berean 1983 
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Plain Talk  
Plain talk has been the guiding principle in our monthly [editorial] 

messages, because we are fully convinced that it is the only settled rule 

or ground of action that should be employed in a magazine that is 

devoted wholly to the exposition and defense of the Faith. 

Personal opinions are avoided as much as possible in order to permit 

the irresistible force of the Word of God to have free course in its 

action when dealing with our conduct from either a doctrinal or moral 

point of view. One of the first things we should do when confronted 

with any candid statement of Jesus is to ask ourselves how we stand 

related to the subject. Here is one of the first (Matt. 5:20) – 

“For I say unto you, except your righteousness shall exceed the 

righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter 

into the kingdom of heaven.”  

                                         –Bro. G.A.Gibson, Think on These Things 

Discipline Yourself 

Keep bringing yourself back very frequently to the basic purpose of 

your life. As far as practical, pause very briefly every hour on the hour 

for re-orientation of your thoughts and activities. Put aside all passing 

problems for a moment alone with God and with His eternal peace. Our 

greatest problem is distraction and forgetfulness. The whole weight of 

the natural mind is to low and present things. We must keep pulling the 

mind upward. It is not merely for man’s convenience that God has 

caused the day to be divided into hours. They should be points of 

reference, compass settings, memory markers. Like the year and the 

month and the day and the 7-day cycle, they are measuring milestones 

of pause, review and refreshing. We mean well, and we plan well, we 

determine well: but remembering and staying consistently on course are 

our besetting problems. Set yourself up periodic memory points, 

course-checking points. Of course the ideal is CONSTANT unwavering 

awareness; a perfect, undeviating, arrow-straight course toward the 

eternal goal. But we are weak creatures. Life is an endless, painful 

(though joyful and glorious) struggle to keep bringing ourselves back to 

being what we ought to be and doing what we ought to do.          

                                                                   —G.V.G. November 1982  



                                                                                                           Berean 2016 —386 

  

What is the Hope of the Christian? 

In the next epistle (II Thess.), Paul speaks of what will occur at the 

return of Jesus, “when he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to 
be admired in all them that believe.” This sets his heart on fire, and he 

adds “Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would 
count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of His 

goodness, and the work of faith with power.” “The coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and our gathering together unto him” is the basis of all the 

exhortation and instruction in the second chapter; and in the third he 
prays thus: — “And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, 

and into the patient waiting for Christ.'' To his beloved Timothy, he 
writes, “I charge thee therefore before God; and the Lord Jesus Christ, 

who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his 
Kingdom, preach the word; be instant in season, out of season”; while, 

in the same chapter, he affectingly describes the hope by which he 
himself was sustained on the very eve of martyrdom. Ready to be 

offered up, the time of his departure at hand, having fought the fight, 

finished the course, kept the faith, “Henceforth,” says he, “there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 

judge shall give me at that day, and not to me only, but unto all them 
also that love his appearing.” What a powerful exhilarating hope!  

In the epistle to Titus we are expressly told that the grace of God 
teaches us to look for this hope; and the looking for it is the crowning 

lesson of those enumerated by the apostle, as taught to us by the grace 
of God. “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to 

all men, teaching us that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world, 

looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of our great 
God and Saviour (see the Greek) Jesus Christ” (Titus ii. 11-13). In the 

light of this hope, patience is inculcated—Heb. x. 36, 37. “For ye have 
need of patience, that after ye have done the will of God, ye might 

receive the promise. For yet a little while, and he that shall come will 
come, and will not tarry.” James uses it in like manner, “Be patient, 

therefore brethren, unto the coming of the Lord” (Jas. v. 7). Peter treats 
largely of our being begotten again to a lively hope of an inheritance 

incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven 

for those who are kept by the power of God through faith unto 
salvation, ready to be revealed at the last time. He speaks of the saints 

rejoicing greatly in this hope, even though now for a season, if need be, 
they are in heaviness through manifold temptations. The issue of such 

trials is to be seen at the coming of Jesus. “That the trial of your faith 
being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried 

with fire, might be found unto praise, and honour, and glory, at the 
appearing of Jesus Christ.'' Then further he exhorts us, “Wherefore, 
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gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the 

grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” It 
is this hope by which Peter as well as Paul would encourage the saints 

under all the afflictions they endure. “But, rejoice, inasmuch as ye are 
partakers of Christ's sufferings; that when his glory shall be revealed, 

ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.” The godly care of the flock 
by those who have that charge of it, he enforces by the same motive. 

“Feed the flock of God which is among you. . . . and when the Chief 
Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not 

away.”  

The disciple whom Jesus loved, and who lay in the Saviour's bosom 

is not, as we may well suppose, behind the rest in his joyful 
anticipations of his Lord's return. “And now, little children, abide in 

him; that when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be 
ashamed before him at his coming.” “Beloved,” he says, “Now are we 

the sons of God; and it doth not yet appear what we shall be; but we 
know that when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see 

him as he is.” The sanctifying influence of this expectation, he declares 

in the most emphatic way. “And every man that hath this hope in him 
purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” As to the Revelation vouchsafed 

to this favoured apostle—the closing book of Scripture—it is 
impossible to understand it all, if the coming of Jesus be not, as we 

have so largely seen, the hope of the Christian. True that it is the 
coming of Christ to execute judgment that is most prominently treated 

of in this book; along with the premonitory judgments which usher in 
that solemn event, and the reign of peace and blessedness which ensues 

upon it. But when Christ comes thus, it is with his saints; when he 
reigns thus, his saints rest with him; and all this implies that they have 

been previously exalted to his presence, and glorified. They are those 
who have part in the first resurrection, that live and reign with Christ a 

thousand years. I content myself at present, however, with citing from 
the last chapter of this book—the closing chapter in the volume of 

inspiration—a passage which shews in the most affecting way what the 
value of this hope is, both to the heart of Jesus, and to the hearts of his 

saints. The coming of Christ has twice in this very chapter been spoken 

of in the way of warning, “Behold, I come suddenly.” But ere the 
whole volume closes, Jesus announces himself to his people. “I, Jesus, 

have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I 
am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning 

star.” This announcement of what he is, elicits from the church an 
invitation to him to come. “And the Spirit and the Bride say, Come.” 

Anyone who has ears to hear is invited to join in the cry. “And let him 
that heareth say, Come.” Thirsty sinners are also invited, yea, and 
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whoever will, to partake freely of the living waters. Then, after a 

parenthesis on quite another subject, Jesus replied to this invitation. It 
is not a note of alarm—Behold, I come suddenly. It is an assurance to 

the hearts of those who long for him and invite him, that he will not 
long delay. “He which testifieth these things, saith, surely I come 

suddenly.” The church again responds “Amen. Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus.” The apostle's benediction on the saints is all that remains of the 

Apocalypse, or the Scripture. It is, if I may venture so to express 
myself, with this touching dialogue between Christ and his Church, as 

to himself, and his speedy return, that the Bible concludes. Can anyone 
doubt that the coming of Jesus was intended to be the Christian's hope? 

Would that it were more vividly realised in each of our hearts!  

This last passage relates, indeed, to the hope of the Church in its 

corporate character as the Bride of Christ, The Spirit and the Bride say, 
Come. But the hope of the Church is the same as that of the individual 

believer; and it is, moreover, in the hearts of individual believers that 
the Church's hope is cherished. The Church corporately is composed of 

individual believers; and while, viewed in its corporate character the 

Church has relations to Christ which the believer individually has not, 
(a believer is not the body of Christ or the bride of Christ—the Church 

is), it is nevertheless in the affections and conscience of the individual 
believer that those relations of the Church to Christ are to be 

recognised, and to have their effect. Hence the identity of the Church's 
and the individual believer's hope. That moment which brings to the 

believer all he has longed and waited for, in the return of his now 
absent Lord and Saviour, brings to the Church the consummation of her 

happiness and glory as the body, the bride of Christ. The Bride and the 
Bridegroom join each other in the aerial. The body is glorified with its 

Head.  

Scripture identifies the corporate and the individual hope; that of the 

Church and that of the Christian. By man's thoughts and systems these 
two are separated. First, men substitute as individual Christians the 

hope of happiness with Christ after death, for the true, blessed hope of 
his return as set before us in the Scriptures we have considered, and in 

many more. Then, when death has been made by “divinity” the certain 

terminus of our earthly pilgrimage, and the state of “happy departed 
saints” all that is looked to, or looked for, beyond, the only hope 

remaining for the Church, corporately considered, is the false delusive 
hope entertained by multitudes, that as generations succeed one 

another, and the course of time rolls on, Christianity will gradually 
spread, and the Church in numbers and in influence, until the world 

becomes the Church—until all nations are converted to Christianity. 
Dear reader, is this the vision of futurity as to the Church and the world 

which thou art accustomed to cherish? Whence has it been derived? Is 
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thy answer—”From the Word of God”? Let me entreat thee, then, to 

read the Word once more. Soberly, earnestly, and prayerfully search the 
sacred pages from beginning to end, and see if they afford the least 

shadow of a pretext for such a hope. 

Once, dear reader, I was of thy mind. I, too, looked for Christianity's 

universal spread, and for the world's gradual conversion. Awakened by 
circumstances to enquire after a Scriptural foundation for this hope, I 

searched the sacred volume from Genesis to Revelation. Whatever may 
be the result of thy enquiries, I avow to thee that the result of mine—a 

result which cost me no small astonishment—was a most profound 
conviction, which has deepened and strengthened to this day, that there 

is no such doctrine in Scripture—that there is nothing which bears the 
slightest resemblance to such a doctrine: —nay, more, that the doctrine 

of Scripture throughout is as contrary to this as can possibly be. The 
doctrine I found in Scripture was, that throughout its continuance in 

this state, the true Church is distinguished from this world, as sheep or 
lambs are distinguished from the wolves which devour them; as an 

exile is distinguished from the nations among whom he spends his 

dreary sojourn; as a virgin, espoused to another but not married, would 
be distinguished from the murderous population of a city or country 

whose hands are yet red with the blood of him to whom she had been 
betrothed. The Church is that desolate one, “espoused as a chaste virgin 

to Christ”; Christ is the Bridegroom to whom her heart with all its 
affections and desires, and expectations, has been given; the world she 

knows only as the place where he has been slain, and its teeming 
millions she recognises as the people on whom rests the solemn 

responsibility of having put her Lord, her Saviour, her Bridegroom, to a 
cruel, shameful death. God has taught her indeed that by his death her 

sins have been expiated, and her salvation secured. God has shewn her 
also that He has raised Jesus from the dead, and placed him at His own 

right hand, where by faith she knows him, as the source and spring of 
her life, her peace, her joy, her strength, her comfort; and as the only 

object of her hopes. Jesus, whom as yet she has not seen, has assured 
her that his desire is that she should be with him, (See John xvii. 24, 

“Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast given me, be with me, 

where I am; that they may behold my glory.”) and that ere long he will 
come and receive her to himself. Does all this tend in anywise to 

reconcile her to the world? Quite the contrary. She knows that to be the 
friend of the world she must be false to Christ, and an enemy to God.  

True, that as the vessel of Christ's sympathies, and the herald and 
messenger of the Father's love, as well as its fair and bright expression, 

she regards not the world with enmity, but weeps over it in compassion, 
as Jesus did over the city of his choice, and rejoices to fulfil the 
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ministry of reconciliation, beseeching men to be reconciled to God. She 

knows this to be the object for which she is left here, as well as the 
appointed means for her own completion. But what does she look for as 

the result? The joyful reception of her message, and the accession of all 
nations to her ranks? No, she bears in mind what her Lord has said, 

“Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater 
than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you: 

if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. But all these 
things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know 

not Him that sent me” (John xv. 20, 21). She finds true what the 
beloved disciple says—”Therefore the world knoweth us not, because it 

knew him not” (I. John iii. l). She knows from God's Word that the 
world's character will remain unchanged to the end of this dispensation: 

—nay, that at its very close it will assume an aspect and take an attitude 
of more open and daring defiance and revolt than ever, and be visited 

by the outpouring of the vials of God's wrath, and receive its complete, 
everlasting overthrow by the coming of the Son of Man from Heaven. 

She looks for him, however, in a previous stage of his return. She looks 

for him, not as the Son of Man who comes to execute judgment on the 
ungodly, but as the Son of God, the Head and Bridegroom of his 

Church, who comes to receive the nuptial joys and heavenly glory, the 
Church which has known and confessed him, in whatever weakness 

during his rejection by a proud and unbelieving world. She knows that 
when he comes in judgment she shall be the companion of his triumphs 

and the sharer in his glories. And this, too, she knows as the epoch of 
creation's deliverance, and the world's conversion.  

The World is to be converted—Israel is to be restored—creation is 
to be delivered—righteousness and peace are to prevail from shore to 
shore, and from the river to the ends of the earth. But this is not to be 
brought about by the present evangelical labours of the clergy; much 
less by the cumbrous and worldly machinery, and carnal earthly 
influences, with which these labours are hindered and clogged. 
Judgment is to clear the scene of earth's corrupters and destroyers. 
Christ's coming to the earth will indeed be spared by Sovereign Grace, 
and these multitudes, converted and saved, will form the nucleus, the 
commencement of the population of the Millennial earth. The enemy 
will be bound. Christ and his Saints will reign. Then, and thus, shall be 
fulfilled the unnumbered predictions of universal peace and 
righteousness and joy, which Christians have vainly supposed were to 
be fulfilled by the success of their own labours and the gradual spread 
of the Truth. But before the crisis of man's consummated iniquity; 
before the judgments by which his proud vauntings are silenced, or 
rather changed to weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth; and 
surely before the reign of Christ in righteousness and peace, Christ 
himself shall come; his Saints who are alive and waiting for him shall 
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be changed into his glorious image; the sleeping saints, the righteous 
dead, shall be raised; both together shall ascend to meet the Lord in the 
aerial; so shall we ever be with the Lord. This is the Church's, even as it 
is the Christian's hope. When the Saints have thus been exalted, 
iniquity will ripen on the earth; the marriage of the Lamb will take 
place in the heaven; the maddened and infatuated nations will gather 
together against God and against the Lamb; patience, long-tried, will 
give place to righteous retribution; Christ will come forth, attended by 
his saints; the lake of fire will receive the chiefs in iniquity, who shall 
be cast alive therein; their armies shall be slain: judgment upon 
judgment shall overtake and extirpate all but those whom grace shall 
spare; and then shall the earth rest from its six thousand years of toil 
and wretchedness under the usurper's sway: rest beneath the peaceful 
sceptre of earth's long-rejected, despised and insulted Lord.  

And when he thus triumphs, my brethren, we shall triumph. When 
he reigns, we shall reign. When his sceptre diffuses liberty and joy 
throughout creation's vast extent, we shall be honoured and privileged 
to be the vessels for the display of his glory, the channels for the 
distribution of his royal munificence, the agents in the application of 
his healing and gentle influences. But beyond all this official dignity 
and external glory—yea, beyond the benevolent satisfaction of 
dispensing blessings to the inhabitants of a renewed and happy earth—
shall be the joy of the presence of him who has made his home our 
home, his portion our portion, his joy our joy! From the moment we 
meet him, this shall be, in its fulness, and without alloy or hindrance, 
ours. He is our Hope. Earth is a wilderness, not merely, no, nor chiefly, 
because of its trials and its hardships, its sorrows and its pangs, its 
disappointments and reverses, —but because he is not here. Heaven 
would not be heaven to the saint, if Jesus were not there. He, his 
presence, and as that which introduces us to it, his Coming is our Hope; 
—the Hope of the Christian, the Hope of the Church. May our hearts 
cherish it as we have never done. May its brightness so attract us, that 
earth's fairest, loveliest, most enchanting scenes may be weariness itself 
to our hearts, as detaining us from the objects of our hopes. May that 
object so animate us that earth's heaviest afflictions—the narrowest, 
most rugged, and most thorny portions of the narrow way may be 
welcome to us, as the path that leads us onward to the goal of our 
expectations, the home of our hearts, the Jesus whose presence makes it 
what it is, whose love made him tread a narrower and a darker path 
than this, and whose smile of ineffable satisfaction shall crown the faith 
that has trusted him, the love that has followed him, and the patience of 
hope which has waited for him, throughout this dreary journey, along 
this narrow way, amid the darkness and solitude of this long and dismal 
night.  

—Bro. J. Thomas Herald of the Kingdom and Age to Come 1861 
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Hints for Bible Markers 
The Psalms 

Psalm 6 

Psalm 6:5 
For in death there is no remembrance of thee: in the grave who 

shall give thee thanks?  

This is a good verse to remember because the fourth 
verse speaks of the “soul” (nephesh) while this one declares, 
“in death there is no remembrance of thee, O Lord: in the 
grave (sheol) who shall give thee thanks?” When discussing 
“The Rich Man and Lazarus” it shows the foolishness of 
thinking it actually happened.  To Abraham the Lord God 
said (Genesis 15:15),  “And thou shalt go to thy fathers in 

peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age.” Abraham did 
certainly not go to his own “bosom.” Yahweh stated that he 
went ‘to his fathers’ who were dead and “in death there is no 
remembrance of thee: in the grave who shall give thee 
thanks?” If Abraham was with his fathers, he was with Terah 
who was an idolater! Was Terah in heaven? Where Terah 
was, there was Abraham his son. They were sleeping in the 
dust until the God of Heaven and Earth should raise the 
responsible from the dead. “For the wages of sin is death; but 

the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
(Romans 6:23) 

And while we are speaking of the resurrection, it 
might be hard to perceive, but this verse is one of the proofs 
of it. The Psalms speak abundantly of the resurrection, 
although the word is not found there. The concept of it is 
very frequently portrayed. As we have seen the second 
Psalm is one of the many that show Christ as the reigning 
King of Israel. But in this verse we have “For in death there 
is no remembrance of thee (Yahweh).” “For the living know 
that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing” 
(Ecclesiastes 9:5). If there were no resurrection, how could a 
dead Christ be reigning as king? “for there is no work, nor 
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou 

goest.” (Ecclesiastes 9:10). 
 

  

    Continued next month should the Lord will                                                                        bro. Beryl Snyder 


