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Hymn Of Praise 
BY G. A. GIBSON 

Ye faithful come, and praise the Lord, and bless Him; 
Extol His name; be glad, and sing for joy 
For He is God; the Rock of our salvation; 
He will save us, and our hands employ 

To fill the earth with gladness, peace, and glory 
This is the work, the saints will enjoy. 

0 enter then His gates and courts of mercy, 
And join in praise to earth's appointed King; 

The Son of God, the Prince of Peace; our Savior 
When He doth come, His Kingdom shall bring: 
The day is near ; lift up your heads, and rejoice 

Before the Lord; be joyful , and sing. 

Blessed is he, who walketh not with sinners, 
But whose delight is in the law of God; 

For he shall be like planted trees, by waters 
That spreadeth out by rivers, h er root. 

When heat cometh, or cold, her leaves shall be green , 
And in season, shall bring forth her fruit. 

0 Lord our God, we do thank Thee for this hope, 
And pray that we may never faint, nor fail 

To trust Thy word; to give Thee thanks for all things, 
And forget not Him within the vail. 

Deliverer us the wicked from, and bless us: 
Arise, 0 Lord, let not man prevail. 
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Studies and Thoughts svsRoTHERJOHNTHOMAs 

THE MYSTERY OF THE GOSPEL (Continued) 
Before a man can enter into the Kingdom of God, he must be 

unloosed from his sins in the present state; and liberated here
after from the prison-house where the dead lie bound in chains 
of intense darkness. The unloosing from sins, Jesus committed 
to Peter; but the enlargement from the chamber of death he 
reserved to himself (Rev. 1:18; 20:1). 

Knowledge.is the key to remission, or release from sins, and 
to an entrance into the Kingdom of God. No one can enter this 
kingdom in his sins, and destitute of a character approved of God; 
and none could answer the question, "How can a man obtain 
the remission of sins; and what kind of a character would God 
henceforth account worthy?''-until the apostle Peter revealed the 
secret, communicated to him by the spirit, on the day of Pentecost. 

If the reader peruse the second chapter of the Acts, he will 
there learn how Peter used one of the keys of the Kingdom given 
to him by its King. On that occasion, I say, he used but one of the 
keys. He revealed the mystery of the Gospel of God's kingdom 
to Jews only. 

They believed in the Kingdom, glory, and dominion, promised 
to the Son of Man in Daniel and the prophets; they were well 
aware that the Kingdom was to belong to their nation; that the 
King was to be David's son, and to live for ever; and that the 
righteous were to take the Kingdom with him: these things were 
the substance of the national hope; but they did not then know 
upon what conditions the obtaining of them was predicated. 

Hence, it was Peter's duty to instruct them. He first recalled 
to their recollection certain notable things concerning Jesus: 
(1) that the wonders he performed by the power of God evidently 
showed that God approved him; (2) that they had been guilty of 
his death in clamoring for his crucifixion; but that all this was 
predetermined of God; (3) that God had "loosed him from the 
pains of death" by raising him from the dead. 

He then proceeded to show by their prophets that the things 
which had thus happened to Jesus were verifications of certain 
predictions. He adduced the testimony of David, that the Christ 
was to be-

''RAISED UP to sit upon David's throne" 
-and consequently, must previously suffer death; and that after 
he was resurrected, he was to ascend to the right hand of God. 

He then concluded by saying-''Let all the house of Israel know 
assuredly that God hath made that same Jesus whom ye have 
crucified, both Lord and King Anointed (Xptar6c;, Messiah)". 
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For the truth of this statement he appealed to what they 
saw and heard; to the cloven tongues like fire sitting upon their 
heads, the "sound of a rushing mighty wind", and the many 
languages spoken by Galilean fishermen without previous study. 

The result of the Apostle's reasoning was their conviction 
that Jesus was indeed the King of Israel, even the Shiloh that 
had been promised them for so many ages. They acknowledged 
him to be the-

"Son whose NAME should be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
the Mighty God, the Father of the Future Age (Avi Ad), the Prince 
of Peace" (Isa. 9:6). 

This belief, however, also convinced them that, being this 
great personage, they had committed an enormous crime; and 
had "killed the Prince of Life". Their consciences smote them; 
"they had denied the Holy and Just One, and desired a murderer 
before him"; and had imprecated his blood upon themselves and 
their posterity. 

Of what use was their faith to them in this extremity? They 
believed in the Kingdom, they believed in Jesus, they were pen
etrated with remorse, but still they were conscious only of guilt, 
and of judgment well deserved. It was yet a hidden mystery to 
them what should be done for pardon of this great transgression. 

What was "the righteousness of God" which He required 
of them? Should they go to the High Priest, and offer a whole 
burnt offering, and confess their sin? This would have been 
impracticable. Caiaphas would have offered sacrifice for them 
upon the altar upon no such confession as this; for in confessing 
themselves sinners for killing Jesus, they would have charged 
the High Priest as a principal in the crime. 

To what, or to whom, were they to look for a solution of "the 
mystery''? Who could unlock it, and open to them the door of 
liberty, and loose them from their sins? 

Is not the reader prepared to answer, "The Holy Spirit alone 
could reveal to them of righteousness, because Jesus had gone 
to the Father"? (Jn. 16:7, 10). 

This is true; and the time had arrived to do it. But how, or 
through what channel, was the Spirit to do this? Was it to be 
by words thundered from heaven; by a still, small voice whis
pering in their ears; by a "feeling'' that they were forgiven; by 
words of inspiration spoken by the tongues of angels; or by the 
mouth of man? 

After what has been said, the reader will be prepared to 
say, "The keys of knowledge, or the power to reveal the secrets 
of the Kingdom of heaven, were committed to Peter; therefore, 
the new doctrine concerning righteousness, or justification to 
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life, was to be revealed through him". 
This is also true, but the "devout Jews" were ignorant of this 

arrangement; therefore, instead of addressing Peter alone, they 
inquired of all the apostles, saying, "Men and brethren what 
shall we do?" (Acts 2:37). 

Mark, reader, though the question was put to all, only one 
of them, and that one, Peter, replied to the inquiry. He was the 
spokesman of the twelve, by whose mouth God had chosen that 
Israel should hear the word of the Gospel, and believe; or, as 
Paul writes: 

'The Gospel of the circumcision was committed to Peter, in 
whom God wrought effectually for the purpose" (Gal. 2:8). 

The answer given by Peter announced for the first time, what 
believers of the Gospel of the Kingdom and in the things con
cerning Jesus, must do, in order to become joint-heirs with him 
of the promise made to the fathers. To these devout Jews, who 
now believed what both the prophets and apostles had spoken, 
who were now humbled in disposition as little children, swift to 
hear, and anxious to do, whatever the spirit should dictate; the 
holder of the keys to unlock the mystery of the Gospel said-

''REPENT and BE BAPTIZED every one of you IN THE NAME 
of Jesus Christ FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS" (Acts 2:38). 

Such an annunciation as this had never been made before. In 
this way "repentance and the remission of sins" were "preached 
in the Name of Jesus". This is God's way of righteousness, and 
besides this, there is no other way of salvation-

''For there is NONE OTHER NAME under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts 4:12). 

God's salvation is placed in the Name of Jesus; and this Name 
is accessible to mankind only upon the condition of believing "the 
things concerning the Kingdom of God and the Name of Jesus", 
and being baptized in his Name-

"He that BELIEVES THE GOSPEL and is baptized shall be 
saved" (Mk 16:16). 
-is the unrevoked fiat of the Son of God. 

The words of the Spirit by the mouth of Peter went home to 
the hearts of these devout Jews-

"They that gladly received his word were baptized: and the 
same day there were added to the congregation about three 
thousand souls. And they continued steadfastly in the apostle's 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers" 
(Acts 2:41, 42). 

These disciples were "a kind of firstfruits of God's creatures 
begotten of His Own will by the word of truth" (Jam. 1:18) 
which "lives and abides for ever." 
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Second Letter To The Elect Of God 
In A Time Of Trouble 

BY BRO. R. ROBERTS 

BELOVED-I have thought to write a second letter to you 
because of the continued prevalence of trouble. We live in a 
time of trouble-trouble without, trouble within-trouble in 
the world at large, trouble at home-trouble in politics, trou
ble in business-trouble between nations, trouble among the 
peoples-trouble among those who know not God, and trouble 
among those who have named the name of Christ in the obedi
ence of the original apostolic gospel recovered in our days from 
the smothering accumulations of ecclesiastical traditions that 
had gathered over it. 

Be not downcast at the prevalence of trouble. Remember the 
words of Christ-"Behold, I have told you before." This he said 
both concerning the troubles that were to mark the close of the 
Apostolic and Gentile ages: and in general, as concerning the 
inevitable experience of his friends in the present evil world. 

And his object in telling it beforehand was that his friends 
might have consolation in the trouble. He plainly says-

"Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid." 
"In me, ye shall have peace." 

''In your patience possess ye your souls." 
It is true that trouble is trouble however we may take it. At 

the same time, it is robbed of its power to destroy ifwe recognize 
that it is inevitable-that it is appointed-and further that it 
has a purpose to serve. God can give peace or trouble without 
showing His hand. The ways of His providence exhibited to us in 
the Scriptures of Truth (and nowhere else) show us this plainly. 

It is God that is in the troubles that are abroad. He troubles 
the world because they have corrupted His way in all the earth, 
and have cast Him behind their backs, and own Him not in any 
way, although the earth is His and all that it contains. 

The hour of His judgment is at the door, when there shall 
be a time of trouble such as never was; and it is His pleasure 
to prepare for the visible advent of that hour by a gradual 
harassment of human affairs such as we have seen for years 
past. He troubles His people that they may be helped to take 
to heart thoroughly what they know concerning the vanity of 
all present things and the enduring nature alone of the things 
related to His purpose in Christ. 

We are so prone to cling to present things: we are so liable to 
forget the widesweeping and eternal reality of His mighty ways 
that we need a little help. There is nothing helps like trouble. 
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This is the testimony of universal experience. Even the Psalmist 
says-

''Before I was affiicted, I went astray: but now I have kept thy 
word." 

Trouble need not, and will not, and cannot, cease to be trouble: 
for then it would miss its effect. But there are different ways of 
taking it, and it is to suggest the right way of taking it that I, 
your fellow-sufferer, write these things. It can be taken with no 
resignation and no comfort. It needs not to be said that this is not 
the right way. This is a way that leads only to evil. I have seen 
many walk in this way. They are not sufficiently enlightened to 
know that trouble can have a mission. 

You are to them as one that mocks if you suggest that a pur
pose is in it. They cannot see such a thing and they have no faith 
in it, and they refuse to be resigned or comforted. They feel only 
as a creature feels that is whipped. They smart under the pain 
and whine. The danger of such a state of mind lies in the steps 
to which it will incline the person who is the subject of it. 

Never having in reality accepted the divine teaching that 
"whom the Lord loveth, he chasteneth, "he fails to be reasonably 
exercised by the chastening when it comes, and in the words of 
Christ, "is offended," or stumbles, and driven by it to be discour
aged in all divine directions. He loses his interest in the Truth: 
he ceases to find any pleasure in the duties associated with it: 
he returns to ways he had abandoned, and seeks to soothe the 
asperities of his sin-stricken state of existence in the exercises, 
occupations and pursuits of the old man, in pleasure, business 
or worldly association. Paul had to write of such a one at last-

''Demas hath forsaken me, having loved the present world." 
The right way is known to you all; for my words are to those 

whom the Lamb shall at last lead to living fountains of waters, 
and wipe away all tears from their eyes. Those are "obedient 
children," who have learnt the spirit's wisdom at the mouth of 
the Apostles, when they say-

"Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God ... faint not 
when thou art rebuked of Him ... think it not strange concerning 
the fiery trial which is to try you as though some strange thing 
had happened unto you ... for hereunto were ye called ... Where
fore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the 
keeping of their souls to him in well doing." 

The right way is not to kick at trouble, or resent it, or be 
discouraged by it, but to take it patiently-to look at it, and 
into it, so as to divine the meaning of it-and mix comfort with 
it. God is "a very present help in trouble" to all, who like David, 
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"set God always before their face." Paul calls Him "the God of all 
comfort," and adds-

"He comforteth us in all our tribulations that we may be able to 
comfort them which are in any trouble by the comfort wherewith 
we, ourselves, are comforted of God." 

This comfort we get by the exercise of our minds. God tells us 
not to be "like the horse or the mule which have no understand
ing." Trouble (Paul says) ''yields the peaceable fruits of righteous
ness to them who are exercised thereby." Hence, we must reason, 
or exercise our minds upon, all our troubles, in order to get the 
comfort. By this, we DO get it. 

We say to ourselves, first of all, "it has pleased God to appoint 
that we must, through much tribulation, enter the Kingdom of 
God." The form of this tribulation is not uniform. It is not the 
same in any two contemporary cases, and it has not been the 
same in any two centuries. But, in one form or other, tribulation 
has been the lot of all God's children ever since He began to call 
men to His Kingdom and glory. 

In the first century, it was often rough usage at the hands 
of the people or the authorities: the loss of property, of liberty, 
sometimes, of life. In our day, it cannot be these, at least, not in 
the open direct manner of the early centuries. We live in a day 
when the purpose of God has required, and has brought about, 
liberty of conscience as the law of public life, and when, conse
quently, we can profess and serve the Truth without molestation, 
and, in many cases, without disadvantage. 

Having lost this mode of partaking of the sufferings of Christ, 
shall we, therefore, be without tribulation? What does Paul say? 

'1f ye be without chastisement, whereof all (the children) are 
partakers, then ye are bastards, and not sons." 

The absence of persecution will predispose every true believer 
to expect trouble in some other form-not only to expect it, but, in 
a sense, to desire it, and, in a sense, to rejoice in it when it comes; 
for it has a work in every true saint. On this ground Paul said-

''.And not only ( do we rejoice in hope of the glory of God) but 
glory in tribulation also, knowing that tribulation worketh pa
tience, and patience experience, and experience, hope." 

The work to be accomplished by trouble is a delicate mental 
result, not at all appreciable to the natural thinker, however 
deep or polished, but of great value to the individual and very 
precious in the sight of God-

'~ .. in the sight of God of great price-a meek and quiet spirit." 
It is to produce this result that He in love corrects and afflicts 

His children, "not willingly" so far as their pain is concerned, but 
quite willingly so far as the effect is concerned-
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"He chastens us ... FOR OUR PROFIT, THAT WE MAY BE 
PARTAKERS OF HIS HOLINESS"(Heb. 12:10). 

Ifwe consider what this holiness means, and how trouble acts 
in its development, we will be "comforted in all our tribulations 
that we endure." 

How natural it is for us to stagnate in spiritual things! How 
easy to be content with the sensations of nature! How inevitably 
the mind of man, when let alone, seems to settle into self-service 
only, and to become insensible to the existence and purposes and 
claims of God; how indisposed to self-sacrifice; how liable to live 
for this life; how unfitted to live as men called to the fellowship of 
God and Christ; how incapable of seeing and feeling that we are 
nothing but shadows fleeting across the surface of the troubled 
waters, and that God only is the enduring reality, working all 
things after the counsel of His own will, and requiring a constant 
hearty worship, and a steady unfaltering obedience to all His 
beautiful commandments. 

Now, what is it that wakes up the heart from spiritual leth
argy? What makes men in earnest about life, in love with God 
and Christ, in sympathy with the Father's glorious plan revealed 
in the covenants? 

Is it worldly prosperity? Is it reading novels? Is it steeping 
the senses in strong drink or the fumes of the narcotic weed? Is 
it even Scripture polemics such as some people love to indulge 
in, or the endless, resultless, investigating word-strife, which 
men are prone to dignify by high-sounding descriptions, but 
which are far more accurately defined in Paul's well-known 
pithy words, wherein he alleges of certain things that they are 
of "no profit," but "subverting to the hearers?" 

NO! There is but one answer to all these questions. Godli
ness is not found in the state of mind fostered by any or all of 
these influences. Godliness comes from TROUBLE, where the 
knowledge of God exists for the trouble to act on. There is noth
ing like trouble for clearing the spiritual eye. There is nothing 
like trouble for weakening all carnal affinities, and leading the 
mind to seek God, and to build on His promises-nothing like 
trouble for helping us to see the emptiness of this life at its best, 
and the enduring reality of that which is to come. 

Beloved of God, you must often have experienced the truth of 
this. Is it not, then, a great comfort, in the midst of the trouble 
to know that it is for good, and not for evil that trouble is sent? 
The trouble of the present hour is great. The world's sky is all 
overhung with heavy clouds that refuse to disperse; and the 
ecclesial sky is of a corresponding sombreness. 

Who shall say the trouble was not needed? The Lord is at the 
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door and many have taken upon the profession of His name and 
a place among those who wait for Him from heaven, without an 
apostolic appreciation of the position. 

What has been the state of the community for time past? Has 
not a film been creeping over the spiritual eyesight? Has not mere 
sociability been taking the place of earnest fellowship? Has not 
a secularizing tendency been slowly asserting itself and getting 
the upper hand of the new man in the ecclesias? Have not some 
begun to tire of Bible reading? Has there not been a going back 
to the false tastes and false standards of the merely intellectual 
world from which we had been emancipated? 

Has not style been taking the place of truth, and literary taste 
supplanting the robust spiritual appetite that finds edification 
in stern facts rather than pleasing fancies? Has there not been 
more punctiliousness about the modes of doing the work than 
earnest concern to see that it is done, and thankful joy at its 
accomplishment by whatever means? 

These things cannot be gainsaid where there is any spiritual 
power to discern the situation. Therefore God has permitted a 
great trial to come upon us. But, beloved, be of good cheer. It 
is not for destruction: it is for edification. God would have His 
people ready to receive His Son. When the cloud and the trouble 
have passed away, every true son and daughter will find them
selves more prepared as the result of it, hearts more humble; 
love more strong; minds more clear; purpose more earnest; spirit 
more holy; determination more resolute, to count all things as 
nothing, that we may win Christ by a more devoted service to 
his Name, forgetting the things that are behind and pressing 
forward to the things ahead. 

What great comfort God has given us in the events that are 
causing the ears of all men to tingle! England had Egypt put upon 
her hands nearly three years ago. Ever since then she has been 
striving in vain to release herself from the complication. First 
one thing, then another, has stopped her backing-out movements. 
Meanwhile, the European despotisms (commanding among them 
millions of armed men, and desiring a pretext to divide Turkey 
among them), have been urging England to accept the Egyptian 
position, and annex the country. 

"No," England persisted in saying: "give me my Gordon, and I 
will go and leave Egypt to the Egyptians." And she was trying to 
get her Gordon, and had just laid her hand on him, when, lo, God 
snatches him from her grasp by the hand of a barbarian impostor; 
and insults her honor in the eyes of the world by repelling her 
messengers from Khartoum, and compelling them to flee down 
the Nile ignominiously before a storm of shells and bullets. 
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And now the British nation is roused to a desperateness of 
resolve that Mr. Gladstone is powerless to restrain. At whatever 
cost of men or money, Britain determines on a new and supreme 
effort to break the power of Mahdi-an effort that all men see 
commits her to the course desired by the European Powers, and 
ties her hands in such a way as to liberate them to do their will 
in the solution of the Eastern Question. 

What is it that leads us to regard as comforting, a situation 
like this, which fills the world with fear and trembling? You know 
the answer. God has made known, for the comfort of His servants 
during the prevalence of darkness upon the earth, what should 
come to pass among men, in so far as it bears upon His purpose. 
He has done this "at sundry times and in divers manners." 

The most notable "time" was AD. 96, or thereabouts, and 
when, in the most striking "manner," a symbolic vision was 
shown to John in Patmos, for communication to the brethren of 
Christ, "that they might know the things that were shortly to 
come to pass,'' and know the blessedness of "hearing the words 
of this prophecy'' in the discernment it would impart to them in 
the hand of God in the affairs of the nations of the earth. 

By means of this vision, light has been shed on all the dark 
chaos that has filled up the interval since Christ's departure 
from the summit of the Mount of Olives. The light has not been 
discerned by many. Divine light never has been seen by the 
multitude. God's own appointment is that ''None of the wicked 
shall understand," and the earth is filled with the wicked-in 
God's view. 

But it has been discerned, more or less clearly, by a few, in all 
the intervening ages since it was given. In our own age, it has 
been caused to shine out with even piercing brightness. In Dr. 
Thomas, God gave us a man by whom the vision has become plain 
and luminous. By his aid, we have been able to see, with this 
result that, without his further aid, we can read the Apocalypse 
with unspeakable comfort and light. That is, the light we have 
received, is not artificial light depending on Dr. Thomas' dictum. 

It is light that belongs to the subject itself, and which we can 
see and apply for ourselves long after he has gone to his grave; 
and without any further reading of his wonderful Eureka, though 
that is always a luxury. By the light of this priceless vision which 
"God gave unto Jesus Christ ... that his servants might know," we 
are able to look back upon the panorama of European history, and 
identify the various prophetic scenes shown to John in Patmos. 

We are able to trace the progress of their fulfilment one by 
one, century by century, in due succession, down to our own day, 
and to discern where we ourselves stand in the divine program 
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in the midst of the turmoils of our own troubled day. 
The result has been to enable us to anticipate the occurrence 

of a number of things that have really happened, to give us 
assurance of the nearness of the coming of the Lord. Nothing 
plants this assurance so firmly in the heart as a general grasp 
of the Apocalyptic visions. This assurance so derived is inde
pendent of chronological considerations and calculations. These 
considerations strengthen it, but are not vital to it with the 
Apocalypse in hand. 

Here the whole matter is pictorially exhibited in panoramic 
sequence, by which we can see where we are without reference 
to chronological problems. Historically speaking, we have seen 
the whole picture pass before our eyes up to a certain point, and 
that point is the present time, and the thing that ought to be 
happening at the present time IS happening. 

The Apocalypse itself may be likened to a program which God 
has put into our hand; and the European habitable to a stage or 
platform on which certain things are to be shown having refer
ence to His purpose on earth. The program has been faithfully 
carried out for 1800 years, and we now see what ought to be on 
the stage at the present moment according to the program. 

We see an exhausted Turkish empire at the collapsing 
point, and militant nations having been brought into their 
present armed state and temper through the operations of the 
Franco-frog diplomacy on the three leading centers of the Ro
man-European system as foreshown in Rev. 16:12-14. We see 
the way preparing for the new order of kings whose land has 
been desolated by the Turk. 

This has been the situation for years past, and now we see 
in Egypt one of those sharp wrenches of Providence that have 
power to lead a prepared situation into new developments. A 
new turning point has, in fact, been reached, at which there 
is scarcely anything we may not shortly see in the way of the 
completion of the political program on which our eyes have been 
fixed with earnest solicitude for over thirty years past. 

If the Turkish Empire disappear, which is now almost the 
daily expectation of politicians, the Holy Land will be liberated 
from the only obstacle that restrains the full development of im
pending Jewish restoration under English protection; and there 
is nothing then between us and the precious parenthesis of v. 
15, "Behold I come as a thief"-followed by the convulsions of 
the seventh vial, when "a great voice out of the temple of heav
en from the throne," proclaims, "IT IS DONE!" and lets loose 
"voices and thunders and lightnings" and "a great earthquake 
such as was not since there were men upon the earth, so mighty 
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an earthquake and so great"--commotions which end in the 
subversion of the existing order of things upon the earth and 
the setting up of the Kingdom. 

It is not possible to have greater comfort than this prospect 
affords: and it is not possible to have greater kindness shown 
to us from God than any outbreak of trouble that has the effect 
of waking up our dormant minds, and emancipating us from 
the bondage into whi~h the present in its endless varieties of 
natural affinity, is so liable to bring us. 

Such an outbreak is far from agreeable, and in some senses 
far from profitable; but God who knows our distemper, knows the 
remedy, and crowns His wisdom with His kindness in applying 
it in His own time and in His own way. 

Ever praying you may be all supported in all the trials you 
may be called upon to endure, and may come forth from them 
all, more than conquerors, in the presence of the glorious Lord 
Jesus in the hastening day of his appearing, I write myself once 
more, with the true love that belongs only to the bonds of true 
fellowship in Christ, your companion in tribulation and patience 
and hope, 

Robert Roberts 

The Cherubim of Glory 
BY BRO. G. V. GROWCO'IT 

"They rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, 
Yahweh of Hosts, which was, and is, and is to come ... 

all the earth is full of His glory" (Rev. 4:8; Isa. 6:3). 
These strange, symbolic figures appear throughout the Word 

of God, from the Garden of Eden to the Revelation, particularly 
at times of great change and significance. They are a pictorial 
representation of the Memorial Yahweh Name, the eternal di
vine purpose, the manifestation of the glory of God in a host of 
redeemed ones. 

Basically, their likeness is the "likeness of a MAN," because 
it is the gracious purpose of our God to manifest Himself in a 
multitude taken from among men. 

Their fundamental characteristic is LIFE. They are collec
tively "the Living One," the "One of Life." Not life just in the 
sense of passive existence; but ceaseless, intense, joyful activ
ity. Even in their standing still (as we see from the visions of 
Ezekiel) there is an appearance of endless, tireless, vigorously 
exuberant motion. Their whole symbolic appearance speaks of 
life without any end, energy without any limit, joy without any 
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surfeit or surcease. Of them, the apostle John records (Rev. 4:8) 
thatthey-

"REST NOT DAY AND NIGHT, saying Holy, holy, holy, Lord 
God Almighty." 

Divine praise and worship is the deepest, purest and most 
intense form of rejoicing. 

Beside life, joy, activity, the principal conceptions associated 
with the figure of the Cherubim are power, authority, knowledge, 
unity, holiness, unchangeableness, limitless rapidity of motion, 
and, above all, the manifestation of the Glory of God. 

* * * 
As to the word itself, "Cherubim" is actually plural, the sin-

gular being "Cherub," and therefore the form "Cherubims" (as 
appears in the common version) is incorrect, being a double plural. 

It is very interesting and significant that in the Hebrew orig
inal, the singular form occurs exactly twenty-seven times (three 
times three times three) and the plural form sixty-four times (four 
times four times four). Cherubim are mentioned in twelve books 
of the Old Testament (four times three). In the perfection of God's 
Word, the symbolic use of numbers is a very interesting study, 
and is one of the many evidences that the Bible is the product of 
an Intelligence far greater than the limited mind of man. 

There are endless avenues of study for any who are truly in
terested in the deep things of God, and God is not interested in 
any who are not deeply and whole-heartedly interested in Him. 

The root meaning of the word "Cherubim" is uncertain. Sev
eral possible derivations have been suggested, as: "to be mighty, 
to bless, to grasp, to hold fast." All these would be fitting, but the 
one which seems both most fitting and most probable is that it 
is from KE-RAB, "Like the head or chief," after the example of 
Cyrus, KO-RESH, "like the heir," and MI-KA-EL, "who like God?" 
The "K'' sound is the same in each and is the common Hebrew 
prefix oflikeness. The idea of likeness, manifestation, is the basic 
idea of the cherubim. 

The RAB part could not be more fitting. It means greatness, 
especially numerical greatness. It is translated great one hun
dred and twenty-eight times, many one hundred and ninety 
times, multitude seven times, captain twenty-four times, and 
less frequently by other words of similar import, as abundant, 
exceedingly, more, prince, master, etc. 

How better could be expressed the basic significance of the 
Cherubim symbol-the powerful, multitudinous likeness of the 
great captain of their salvation? 

This matter oflikeness is a serious consideration. The thought 
of likeness is the whole underlying conception of the great, joyful, 
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everlasting multitude. If we do not have the likeness, we shall 
NEVER be part of the Cherubim. 

The Cherubim are a manifestation of the Glory of God. They 
must manifest it personally first. 

When Moses asked, "Show me Thy glory," God replied-
"! will make all My GOODNESS to pass before thee, and I 

will proclaim the Name of the Lord before thee" (Ex. 33:19). 
"And the Lord passed before him and proclaimed, 'Yahweh, 

Yahweh Elohim, merciful and gracious, long-suffering and 
abundant in mercy and truth"' (Ex. 34:6). 

That was the glory of God that was proclaimed to Moses, 
"Graciousness, long-suffering, goodness and truth'~ YAHWEH 
ELOHIM. What headway are we making in preparation for 
becoming part of the Cherubim to manifest the glory of the 
goodness of God? Jesus said repeatedly that the reward is for 
"him that overcometh." What have we really overcome? What 
have we put away? Is the preponderance of our interest and 
affection in natural or spiritual things? What about patience, 
cheerfulness, kindness, largeness of heart, and returning good 
for evil? What do we mostly talk about? -the things of God, or 
the things of the flesh? 

ARE WE BIG ENOUGH for this great destiny, the manifes
tation of the glory of God? 

There is an essential growing process in spiritual things to 
which the Scriptures frequently refer, from spiritual babyhood 
to the full stature of the perfect man in Christ Jesus. The Cher
ubim were not babies, but MEN. There is nothing foregone or 
automatic about this process of growing up. Many start who 
never finish. It is not enough to get baptized and then sit down 
and wait for it to happen. The process that must occur in all 
true saints is described in the beautiful words of Paul to the 
Corinthians-

''We all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory 
of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, 
even as by the Spirit of the Lord" (2 Cor. 3: 18). 

True, indeed, it is not something that we ourselves can 
accomplish. Of ourselves we can do nothing. But it will never 
happen if we do not do our required part, and if it does not hap
pen we shall never become a part of that triumphant, vigorous, 
ever-worshipping host. 

Our part is to "behold, with unveiled face." The veil is the 
flesh, the things of the flesh, the thoughts of the flesh, the in
terest and desires of the flesh. These things are the veil. They 
obscure the beholding. 

The beholding is study, meditation, single-minded interest 
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and determination. When we are beholding, thinking about the 
things of God, putting into practice the things of God, we are 
growing, we are advancing toward the full stature, we are being 
changed into the same image, we are being transformed in the 
spirit of our minds. 

As soon as we cease to behold, as soon as we look away, we 
begin to wither and the enemy begins to win again, as when 
Moses' hands were let down in the battle against Amalek. 

The first appearance of the Cherubim is in connection with 
the fall of man, and the expulsion from Eden, and the promise 
of the Seed of the woman who should bruise the serpent's head. 

We last see them in the Revelation, around the throne, giving 
praise and thanksgiving to the Lamb-

"Thou hast redeemed us out of every kindred, tongue, people 
and nation, and hast made us unto our God kings and priests, 
and WE SHALL REIGN ON THE EARTH" (Rev. 5:10). 

In between, they appear in the heavenly patterns of the 
Mosaic Tabernacle, of Solomon's Temple, and of the great future 
Temple of Ezekiel's prophecy, the House of Prayer for all nations. 

They are mentioned when the ark is carried away into the land 
of the Philistines, and again when David brings it up to Jerusalem. 

They are mentioned in the Psalms as the vehicle of God's 
presence and purpose, and in the great crisis of Judah's history 
in the time of Hezekiah, when the Assyrian destroyer sweeps 
down from the north, flooding the land and besieging Jerusalem. 
At the same time they appear as the seraphim in Isaiah's vision 
of God's glory, at the beginning of his ministry (ch. 6), and it is 
by their agency that he is symbolically purified by a living coal 
from the altar. 

Turning, then, to Genesis 3:24, we read-
"So He (God) drove out the man; and He placed at the east of 

the Garden of Eden CHERUBIMS, and a flaming sword which 
turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life." 

The Cherubim seem to be mentioned especially throughout 
the Scriptures at times of human failure, as a symbol of the 
surety of God's promise and purpose; as here, and the rejection 
of Eli's house, the casting down of the kingdom in Ezekiel's day, 
and in the Revelation as a comfort and assurance during the 
long, dark period of Catholic oppression. 

The word here for "placed" means "caused to dwell, to rest, 
remain, inhabit, particularly (though not exclusively) to place 
in a tabernacle," as-

"The Place which the Lord thy God has chosen to PLACE His 
Name there" (Deut. 16:2). 

The word for "placed" is shakan, from which is derived 
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Shekinah-"The Dwelling," "the Abiding''-the word the Jews 
use to describe the Divine Presence manifested in glory in the 
Tabernacle between the Cherubim, over the Mercy-Seat. 

It was brother Thomas' conclusion, a conclusion which seems 
very fitting and reasonable and harmonious, that (Elpis Israel, 
page 154)-

"The Cherubim (placed at the Garden of Eden) were the 
throne of the Lord in relation to the antediluvian world. There 
He communed with men. His presence was there, and the altar 
He had set up. When men went to sacrifice before Him, there they 
presented their offerings." 

This beautifully fits in with the significances of the Cherubim 
in the Tabernacle, Temple and prophecies of Ezekiel and John, 
and connects the theme throughout Scripture from Genesis to 
Revelation. 

(Later editors of Elpis Israel have in a footnote unfortunately 
"corrected" brother Thomas, at this vital foundation point of 
the Divine Purpose, the true significance of the symbol brother 
Thomas recognized and explained so clearly). 

* * * 
''.And there will I meet with thee, and I will commune with 

thee from above the Mercy-Seat, from between the two Cherubims 
which are upon the ark" (Ex. 25:22). 

The next mention of cherubim is in the construction of the 
Mosaic Tabernacle at Sinai (Ex. 25). The fact that this Taber
nacle was constructed at Sinai, as Israel were being secretly 
organized in preparation for their revelation to the world as 
the Kingdom of God, is of itself of deep significance, for it is 
there that the True Cherubim-the True Tabernacle-the True 
Kingdom-is to be prepared for manifestation. 

The Cherubim were at the very heart and center of the Mosaic 
Tabernacle. All the Tabernacle structure, yea, all the entire 
camp of Israel, focused inwards to the Holy of Holies, the inner 
Sanctuary into which no one entered but the High Priest, and 
he only once a year, and with great preparations and solemnity. 

HERE were the Cherubim. The only object in the Holy of 
Holies was the Ark of the Covenant, and the Cherubim were 
part of the Ark. The Ark had a coverlid of pure gold, called the 
Mercy-seat, or place of mercy. Inside the Ark were the two tables 
of the Law, and the pot of Hidden Manna, and the Rod of Aaron 
which had budded. 

The Ark and its cover represented Christ, the place of mercy, 
the place of the manifestation of God, the Word, the place of 
communication between God and man. In Ex. 25:18 we read

''.And thou shalt make two Cherubims of gold, of beaten 
Berean 2019 197 



work, in the two ends of the Mercy-seat." 
They were beaten work, they were hammered into shape. 
They were to be made of one piece with the Christ Mercy-seat, 

their wings were to be stretched forth on high above the Mer
cy-seat, and their faces were to be perpetually directed toward 
it. And God said-

"THERE will I meet with thee, and I will commune with 
thee from above the Mercy-seat, from BETWEEN THE TWO 
CHERUBIM"(v. 22). 

This was God's dwelling in the midst of Israel. Here the 
Shekinah-glory of God dwelt until it was removed in the days of 
Ezekiel in a great symbolic Cherubim manifestation in prepa
ration for the destruction of the Temple, never to return until 
it comes into the new Millennial House of Prayer by the way of 
the gate that is on the East, the true, antitypical Cherubim. 

The two cherubim were of "one piece" with the golden Mercy
seat. They rose up out of it; it was their foundation. Together with 
it they symbolized the fullness of the divine purpose of manifesta
tion in a redeemed multitude taken from Jew and Gentile, whose 
foundation is Christ, the God-provided Place of Mercy. 

Israel as a whole never saw the Cherubim of glory, for the 
veil of the Most Holy hung in the way. And there were two other 
hangings that obscured their view, the hanging of the door of 
the Tabernacle, and the hanging of the gate of the court. 

Both of these latter hangings were, like the veil, of blue, 
purple, scarlet and fine twined linen, representing the flesh, but 
the veil differed from them in that on it alone were embroidered 
representations of the Cherubim, the high destiny of the few 
chosen from mankind. 

The veil, we know, represented the flesh that had to be rent 
before the way into the Most Holy could be made manifest. The 
Cherubim being represented on it is a further identification of 
them being taken from among men. 

* * * 
The Cherubim appear in one other place in the Mosaic taber

nacle. They are woven into the ten curtains that were coupled 
together in two sets of five to form the first layer of the covering 
of the Tabernacle. There were four layers of covering in all. 

This first, inner layer, of fine twined linen woven with blue, 
purple, scarlet, and Cherubim, represents the saints of God as 
the inner Cherubim-custodians of the House of Prayer for all 
nations that contains the Tree of Life. They are the true Taber
nacle that God pitched. 

This Mosaic Tabernacle, says Paul, was among the "patterns 
of things in the heavens" which must be typically purified by 
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the blood of sacrifices. The Cherubim being part of this symbol
ism further shows that their significance related to mankind 
redeemed by sacrifice. 

Numbers 7 records the dedication of the Tabernacle at Sinai, 
when all was finally completed and prepared. For twelve days 
in succession the prince of each tribe in his turn brings an elab
orate and costly offering of dedication, and sacrifices are made. 
It is a tremendously significant occasion. In symbol, the great 
purpose of God is complete; His dwelling-place is ready for the 
manifestation of His glory. 

The final verse tells us that-as a climax to this twelve-day 
observance--Moses went into the Tabernacle, and he heard the 
voice of God speaking to him-

"From above the Mercy-seat, between the two cherubims" 
-and thus began the dispensation of the Law of Moses. 

(1b be continued, God willing) 

My Beloved Hath A Vineyard 
(Continued) 

Vineyards require heavy annual pruning (Lev. 25:3; John 
15:2), thinning and support of fruit clusters, and irrigation by 
water (Isa. 27:3). 

Such intensive labor heightens expectations of the harvest, 
and the joy that comes with experiencing at last the full vintage 
of the winepress. 

But this also makes the loss of the vintage a bitter disap
pointment. 

There is no question that God felt great disappointment with 
the vineyard that was Israel. All these things had been done 
faithfully and patiently on His part. If He had not done what 
He had done, Israel would have withered and died in Egypt. 

He saw the blight that crept in among His people, in gener
ation after generation. He sent prophets and judges and kings 
and priests among this people to turn them from reverting to the 
wild state of the original inhabitants of the land. Eventually, the 
vineyard needed to be purged, with only a few choice elements 
preserved while the rest were destroyed. 

Flourishing vineyards meant peacetime; war's devastation 
was represented by a ravaged vineyard: walls broken, vines 
choked by thorns, branches trampled by wild beasts (Isa. 5:5-6; 
Ps. 80:12-13). 

As vineyards were a sign of divine blessing, their absence 
was a metaphor of divine judgment. Jer. 35:7 alludes to this
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''Neither shall ye build house, nor sow seed, nor plant vineyard, 
nor have any: but all your days ye shall dwell in tents; that ye 
may live many days in the land where ye be strangers." 

Ezekiel's task (chaps. 4-11) had been to show the necessity 
of Jerusalem's judgment because of her disobedience. He had 
demonstrated the fact of the siege by the Babylonians through 
a series of signs, and then he explained the reason for the siege 
through two messages and an extended vision. However, the 
people were still not ready to accept the fact of Jerusalem's fall. 
Therefore Ezekiel gave a new series of signs and messages. Any 
optimism would be futile; Jerusalem's fate had now been sealed. 

Ezekiel's words were Yahweh's. He said, "The word of the 
LORD came to me," in introducing 10 of the 11 signs, lectures, 
and proverbs in chapters 12-19. The opportunity to repent had 
come and gone, and judgment was now sentenced upon them. 

In verses 10-14 of chapter 19, Ezekiel addressed King Zedekiah 
directly-

"Thy mother is like a vine in thy blood, planted by the waters: 
she was fruitful and full of branches by reason of many waters. 
And she had strong rods for the sceptres of them that bare rule, 
and her stature was exalted among the thick branches, and she 
appeared in her height with the multitude of her branches. But 
she was plucked up in fury, she was cast down to the ground, and 
the east wind dried up her fruit: her strong rods were broken and 
withered; the fire consumed them. And now she is planted in the 
wilderness, in a dry and thirsty ground. And fire is gone out of a 
rod of her branches, which hath devoured her fruit, so that she 
hath no strong rod to be a sceptre to rule. This is a lamentation, 
and shall be for a lamentation." 

In her past glory, Israel was, figuratively speaking, fruitful 
and full of branches. It had prospered under the blessing of God, 
and had produced many rulers. Its branches-offspring-were 
strong, fit to carry a ruler's sceptre. 

But now, after generations of repeated rejection of the good
ness and mercy of God, the vine's state had terribly declined. 
Israel the vine was uprooted in fury and thrown to the ground. 
It was shriveled through lack of life-giving water, and so its 
branches were only fit to be burned. 

The vine forgot that God was her source of blessing. Therefore 
God "uprooted" the nation, deporting her from the land. 

Ezekiel spoke of an "east wind" to dry up Israel's fruit. The 
east wind would have conveyed a double meaning to Israel. The 
prevailing winds in Israel are from the west and bring mois
ture-laden air from the Mediterranean. The east wind, known as 
the sirocco, blows on Israel from the desert in the east, bringing 
200 Berean 2019 



severe problems. It can wither vegetation (Gen. 41:6), destroy 
houses (Job 1:19), and cause severe distress (Jonah 4:8). 

However, Ezekiel's east wind referred to more than the siroc
co. Babylon was also east oflsrael; and when she "blew in" from 
the east, the nation shriveled under the heat of her oppression. 
This strong wind destroyed the Temple. 

Ultimately Israel fell to Babylon. Or as Ezekiel stated-now 
Israel was to be planted in the desert, in a dry and thirsty land. 

As the recurring winds of the sirocco withered vegetation in 
its path, so Israel languished under Babylon's repeated attacks. 
However, soon to come was the Babylonian Captivity. The lux
uriant vine of the nation would be uprooted from her homeland 
and cast down into foreign soil. 

God's people, enjoying the luxury of the blessings of God, 
had grown proud, vain and rebellious. Into the vineyard they 
brought in weed-like notions, and whoredom, and idol-worship, 
and being corrupted, oppressed the poor, despised the needy, 
and elevated greed as the principal standard ofliving. Violence 
pervaded the land. 

"Thine eyes and thine heart are not but for thy covetousness, 
and for to shed innocent blood, and for oppression, and for vio
lence, to do it" (Jer. 22: 17). 

So God brought utter desolation upon them. 
God's judgment also affected the royal line. No strong branch 

was left on it fit for a ruler's sceptre. The nation which had pro
duced mighty rulers in the past (Ezek. 19:11) now would have 
no king. After Zedekiah was overthrown by Babylon, no king 
from David's line replaced him. 

The flesh had failed. It was up to Yahweh to reintroduce a 
strong branch. 

"There shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a 
Branch shall grow out of his roots" (Isa. 11:1). 

Not till Christ returns will a "ruler's sceptre" again arise in 
the line of David and reign as Israel's king. 

Israel, as a result of worldliness, had trodden underfoot 
the gracious mercies of their heavenly Father. They were not 
satisfied with what Yahweh had given them-enyy and pride 
blinded them. Turning their backs to the Law and the apprecia
tion thereof, they choose instead the pleasures their neighbours 
enjoyed, and presumed God would cheer on their 'success,' and 
blindly overlook their departure from the strictness of His law. 

There entered into the vineyard the corruption of the vine 
of Sodom, a plant whose fruit appears tempting, yet is inedible 
to those of better discernment. Often identified as the apple of 
Sodom (Calotropis procera), it is a plant of the Dead Sea area 
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that bears a greenish-yellow apple-like fruit filled with dry white 
fibers resembling those of the milkweed. Those that spiritually 
drank of the wine of this vine suffered the consequences in their 
ugly character development-

"For their vine is of the vine of Sodom, and of the fields of 
Gomorrah: their grapes are grapes of gall, their clusters are 
bitter: Their wine is the poison of dragons, and the cruel venom 
of asps" (Deut. 32:32). 

This was not the fruit that Yahweh had so carefully tend
ed His vineyard for. But this is what developed when false 
shepherds and earthy kings allowed Israel to open its doors to 
corruption. Their fruit was utterly corrupt. 

The fruits intended to be developed under the Law of Moses 
were intended to be good. When we consider these "fruits," some 
may think it means "results." But this is not actually the Biblical 
concept. A machine can produce results, and so can a computer: 
but it takes a living organism to produce fruit. It takes time and 
cultivation to produce fruit; a good crop does not come overnight. 

Let us also consider that the branches themselves do not eat 
the fruit: the fruit is for others. Those of Israel-and we number 
ourselves among that lineage through adoption, since Paul said 
we were ''grafted in among them, and with them partake of the 
root and fatness of the olive tree" (Rom. 11:17)-are to produce 
fruit not to please ourselves, but to serve others. 

To be acceptable to God in His vineyard and garden, we must 
be those who "feed" others by our words and our works. 

"The lips of the righteous feed many"(Prov. 10:21). 
Several different kinds of spiritual fruit are named in the 

Bible. We might contrast them against what brought about 
Israel's destruction. 

We bear good fruit when we persuade others of the hope of 
Israel (Rom. 1:13). 

As we grow in holiness and obedience, we are bearing fruit, 
for Rom. 6:22 says-"now being made free from sin, and become 
servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end 
everlasting life." 

Paul also considered generosity to be an acceptable spiritual 
fruit (Rom. 15:27-28). 

In Gal. 5:22-23, the fruits of the Spirit enumerated are com
pletely opposite of what we tend to experience ourselves in our 
workplaces and in our interactions with others. We dare to ask: 
Do we, as did Israel, give in to the common impolite and vulgar 
actions and words of the world? Or do we instead glorify the 
Creator by using our lips in courteous words and civil discourse, 
being His manifestation of grace, His children offering praise 
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and thanksgiving to Him, and showing forth His most excellent 
character in "love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance"? 

Paul exhorts us to always do the latter, in Col. 1:10-
" ... That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, 

being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge 
of God; Strengthened with all might, according to His glorious 
power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness; giving 
thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers 
of the inheritance of the saints in light." 

Ultimately, the praise that comes from our hearts and lips is 
fruit to the glory of God (Heb. 13:15)-''.By him therefore let us 
offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit 
of our lips giving thanks to His name." 

How can we be sure we are on the right track in our actions 
and words before others? Many of these things could be coun
terfeited by the flesh. "Beware of the scribes, which for a show 
make long prayers." 

Real spiritual fruit has in it the seeds for more fruit. 
Kindness begets kindness in others. Displays of patience 

encourages patience in others. Generosity inspires generosity. 
Going the extra mile causes others to think they should do so 
as well. And so it passes from one person to the next. 

If our words and deeds are rather to our own glory instead of 
God's, we are in fact projecting pride and vanity and foolishness. 
If we are defensive (wounded pride), then others will behave 
similarly. If we are angry and unpleasant to someone, they will 
in turn pass it along. We are known by our fruits. 

"Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even 
so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree 
bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that 
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 
Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them" (Matt. 7:16-20). 

So let us observe the behavior of others after we have inter
acted with them. What seed did we plant in the mind and heart? 
Good fruit, or evil fruit? 

The evil is of the flesh-this is being fleshly-minded. Its fruit 
leads to death. 

Spirit-produced fruit will go on reproducing good, increasing 
the firstfruits of the harvest for when the Householder returns. 

Jesus, appointed heir of the House, said, "I am the true Vine." 
Israel was God's choice vine on which he lavished care and 

attention. He longed for good fruit from His people, but the vine 
became degenerate and produced rotten fruit. Therefore Jesus, 
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as "the true Vine," fulfills what God had intended for Israel. He 
showed us, and we have on record before us, what it means to 
be part of the good vine. 

In Jesus's time, the rulers oflsrael were exercised continually 
to avoid precipitating a clash with the Romans, knowing only 
too well how precarious was their own position. It was deemed 
expedient by Caiaphas that Jesus should die rather than the 
nation should perish, for it was the fear of the Pharisees that 
the popularity of Jesus after the raising of Lazarus would lead to 
an insurrection, as the result of which both their place (temple) 
and nation would be destroyed (John 11:48-50). 

These men were the Zedekiahs, unfaithful shepherds oflsrael. 
Their fears came to pass, ensured indeed by that very rejection 
of Jesus which they thought might avert the calamity. 

Zechariah, in 11:3, describes their distress when all their 
might and power was brought low. "There is a voice of the howling 
of the shepherds; for their glory is spoiled; a voice of the roaring 
of the young lions; for the pride of Jordan is spoiled." 

The language is an echo of the words of Jeremiah, "Howl, ye 
shepherds, and cry; and wallow yourselves in the ashes, ye prin
cipal of the flock ... a voice of the cry of the shepherds, and an 
howling of the principal of the flock shall be heard: for the Lord 
hath spoiled their pasture ... He hath forsaken his covert as a 
lion" (25:34-38). 

This had reference in the first instance to the calamities 
brought by the Babylonian "spoiler" of Israel-history nearly a 
century old in the days of Zechariah. But the repetition of the 
language was a solemn warning of another overthrow to come
this time via Rome. 

Under the power of the Romans, Herod the Great was set up 
as a figurehead king of the Jews, and his position over Israel was 
passed on to members of his family. It was during this period 
that Jesus lived and went around Israel preaching the restora
tion of the Kingdom of Israel. The vast majority of the Jews did 
not believe him, ignoring the wondrous signs and miracles he 
wrought in their midst. When the crisis occurred, their cry was 
"crucify him, crucify him." and they brought terrible punishment 
upon their own heads. For Jesus had said-

"They shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away 
captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the 
Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled" (Luke 21:24). 

In AD 66 to 70 Rome sent an army to quell a revolt by Israel, 
and over a million inhabitants died through war and starvation 
as Jerusalem fell. In AD 132 the Jews revolted again, and the 
heavy weight of Rome fell on them one more time. The Jews 
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were banned from Jerusalem, and nearly all were exiled from 
the whole country. 

Jesus said they would be down-trodden of the Gentiles-and 
history attests that for over 19 centuries the Jews have been a 
living testimony to the veracity of his words. 

But, has God cast away His people? No. The vineyard had been 
abandoned to the wild beasts of the field-the Gentile nations. 
But there is a remarkable future in store for them-

"God hath not cast away His people which he foreknew. Wot ye 
not what the scripture saith of Elias? how he maketh intercession 
to God against Israel, saying, Lord, they have killed thy proph
ets, and digged down thine altars; and I am left alone, and they 
seek my life. But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have 
reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the 
knee to the image of Baal. Even so then at this present time also 
there is a remnant according to the election of grace"(Rom. 11:2-5). 

Isaiah recorded the potential value of this remnant-
"Thus saith the LORD, as the new wine is found in the cluster, 

and one saith, Destroy it not; for a blessing is in it: So will I do 
for my servants' sakes, that I may not destroy them all" (65:8). 

This remnant, when developed, will be planted as a vineyard 
in the Promised Land, and from thence all the earth will be made 
into a vineyard. This vineyard will replace the vineyard of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, which pervades the world with the wine of gall 
and bitterness and cruel venom. The day soon comes for that 
vineyard to be removed, and a punishment more severe than 
that upon Israel shall afflict it-

''.And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he 
that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in right
eousness he doth judge and make war. His eyes were as a flame 
of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name 
written, that no man knew, but he himself. And he was clothed 
with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word 
of God ... And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it 
he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod 
of iron: and he treadeth the WINEPRESS of the fierceness and 
wrath of Almighty God" (Rev. 19:11-15). 

The lovers of God's law, then completely absorbed into and 
quickened by the Spirit (Eph. 2:22; 1 Cor. 15:50-54) and made 
mighty, will become the winepress to all the nations of the earth, 
when God's Law will proceed from Mount Zion for the suppres
sion of sin (Mic. 4:2; Rev. 20:2). 

But Jerusalem, situated in the new glorious vineyard as the 
City of the Righteous King, will enjoy a privileged position

''For I, saith the LORD, will be unto her a wall of fire round 
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about, and will be the glory in the midst of her" (Zech. 2:5). 
Looking at present things, when holiness and love for God 

are things despised and derided, and God's vineyard is trod 
underfoot of men, we are called upon to take the words of the 
Psalmist (80:14-19) to heart, when he pleaded with Yahweh to 
remember His long-promised mercies and the Hope oflsrael-

"Return, we beseech thee, 0 God of hosts: Look down from 
heaven, and behold, and visit this vine; and the vineyard which 
thy right hand hath planted, and the branch that thou madest 
strong for thyself. It is burned with fire, it is cut down: They 
perish at the rebuke of thy countenance. 

"Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, upon the 
son of man whom thou madest strong for thyself. So will not we 
go back from thee: Quicken us, and we will call upon thy name. 
Turn us again, 0 LORD God of hosts, Cause thy face to shine; 
And we shall be saved."-T.D.C. 

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy 
ALL-HANDS PREPARATION FOR WAR AGAINST RUSSIA 

As the seasons turn we continue to witness the inexorable 
preparation for conflict between the powers of north and south, 
east and west, in accordance with the scriptural-prophetic 
picture. The two primary contestants vying for the high hand 
in Europe (the main theatre of our interest) are the United 
States and Russia, with periphery conflicts bubbling near the 
surface involving Iran and China. Waiting in the wings is the 
UK, whose political leaders, having frustrated Brexit, find 
themselves in a virtual cauldron of troubles. Once they find 
themselves no longer able to resist the will of Deity concerning 
their separation from Europe, we anticipate they too will join 
the U.S. in the coming conflict with Russia (Ezekiel 38). 

At the moment, we watch with great interest the posturing 
and jostling for position going on between Russia and the U.S., 
both on sea and land, and anticipate the day when the jostling, 
or pushing, of the southern powers will finally provoke the 
whirlwind from the north-"And at the time of the end shall 
the king of the south push at him: and the king of the north 
shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and 
with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter into 
the countries, and shall overflow and pass over" (Dan. 11:40). 
Judging by the following activities, that day cannot be far. 
BY SEA 

After a November 2018 escalation in the conflict between the 
Ukrainian navy and the Russian coast guard at the Kerch Strait, 
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the maritime situation in this area has remained tense. 
Russia contests Ukraine's freedom of movement into the Sea 

of Azov, which is separated from the Black Sea by the strait. 
That channel came under de facto Russian control after the 
Kremlin annexed Crimea in 2014. 

Since [then] NATO warships have been traveling into the 
Black Sea to demonstrate support for Ukraine. In the latest 
visit, the destroyer USS Donald Cook entered the Black Sea 
and visited Batumi in Georgia, while being closely tracked by 
Russian navy vessels. The British HMS Echo, a hydrographic 
survey ship, had visited the area in December. 

The Montreux Convention severely limits the NATO presence, 
restricting the number of non-Black Sea state naval vessels and 
their time in the sea. Even when the sizable fleet of Turkey, a 
NATO member, is taken into account, Russia's ability to proj
ect significant force over the Black Sea through its land-based 
missile systems, as well as its air assets, gives it a sizable ad
vantage. And the limited strength of the Ukrainian navy means 
that the Russian Black Sea fleet is able to maintain supremacy 
there and particularly in the Sea of Azov. 

Though NATO has made it clear that it wants to support 
Ukraine when it comes to freedom of navigation in the Kerch 
Strait and the Sea of Azov, the reality is that this area is still 
very much at the mercy of Russian power. The Kremlin has been 
growing assertive and harassing both civilian and Ukrainian 
navy vessels traveling in the area, but short of a military en
gagement, there isn't a lot standing in Russia's way. Such an 
armed engagement would be conducted from a position of infe
riority for Ukraine and the West in this particular area, and it 
would come with a great risk of escalating beyond. Therefore, 
NATO navies will find themselves limited to a largely symbolic 
presence in the wider Black Sea.-Stratfor, 1 I 19 

Sea Shield 2019-the largest multinational naval exercise 
of its kind-[took] place from April 5-13 in the territorial wa
ters of Romania and international waters of the Black Sea. It 
[involved] 14 Romanian military ships and six military vessels 
from Bulgaria, Canada, Greece, Turkey and the Netherlands, 
with participation from 2,200 troops. They [performed] joint 
combat procedures against underwater, surface and defence 
air defence threats-adapted to the types of threats emerging 
in the Black Sea. 

US Permanent Representative to NATO Kay Bailey Hutchi
son announced at a Washington briefing that the alliance was 
preparing to adopt the drills in the Black Sea against Russia. 

Ambassador Hutchison added NATO allies would continue 
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to ramp up their activity in the Back Sea region, with more land 
monitoring and a larger military presence with NATO ships. 

The launch of the huge military drills comes as the head of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation warned the US of the threat 
posed by "a more assertive Russia" to NATO.-Express, 4/ 19 

Russia launched the world's longest submarine, the shadowy 
K-139 Belgorod, which is set to become the country's first oper
ational launch platform for the Poseidon nuclear-powered and 
nuclear-armed long-range torpedo. 

The Kremlin hid most of the Belgorod from public view during 
the launching ceremony, but what it did show still offers im
portant clues about the boat's other "special projects" missions, 
including intelligence gathering and acting as a mothership for 
smaller manned and unmanned submarines. 

Construction will now continue with the boat in the water 
and the Russian Navy is expected to formally commission the 
submarine sometime in 2020. 

The Oscar II-class guided missile submarines, also known as 
Project 949AMs, are already some of the largest in the world. 
Their hull form is notably very wide to accommodate 24 huge 
P-700 Granit anti-ship cruise missiles housed in long compart
ments located between the outer and inner hulls on each side of 
the submarine. 

One of the main missions for Russian special projects sub
marines is investigating, manipulating, or retrieving relatively 
small objects deep underwater, such as submarine cables on the 
sea floor. This kind of work requires fine movements and the 
ability to "hover" in a relatively stable position underwater. This 
might also explain the reinforced lower rudders if Belgorod is at 
all expected to "land" on the seabed during certain missions. 

Being able to hold a particular position underwater could 
also be very important for launching and recovering manned or 
unmanned submarines. In 2015, in what appears to have been 
a deliberate leak, a briefing slide appeared in a Russian state 
television broadcast that showed Belgorod with a smaller sub
marine nestled in the underside of its hull. It's not clear what 
this other submarine was, but some have posited that it could 
be the equally shadowy Project 10831 Losharik nuclear-powered 
midget submarine, another one of Russia's special projects boats. 

Unfortunately, there are no views of the top or the bottom of 
Belgorod's central hull, or of the front of the submarine, which 
could offer additional evidence of its capabilities and potential 
missions. The briefing slide that emerged in 2015 also indicated 
that the submarine would have some sort of additional object on 
top of the fuselage, which some have suggested might be a nuclear 
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reactor intended to support underwater sensor networks, and 
that the boat will be able to launch a long-range nuclear-powered 
and nuclear-armed torpedo now known as Poseidon. 

Belgorod's development is intrinsically linked to this con
troversial weapon, which reportedly has effectively unlimited 
range and design features that make it very difficult to detect. 
By every indication, the weapon is meant to give Russia a sec
ond-strike deterrent capability that is entirely immune to U.S. 
missile defenses. 

The torpedo will also reportedly carry a particularly dirty 
nuclear warhead. The resulting blast might be enough to evap
orate all the water in a harbor or create a huge tidal wave that 
sends contaminated water flooding over what's left of a target 
area, bathing it in dangerous levels of radiation to impede any 
continued activity at impacted sites.-The WarZone, 4/ 19 

Such devastatingly destructive power in the hands of Russia 
gives true weight to the prophecy of a coming ''time of trouble, 
such as never was" (Dan. 12:1). Consider what Dr. Thomas 
wrote in Exp. ofDaniel-"And the king of the North shall rush 
on like a tempest against him with chariots and horsemen, and 
with many ships; and he shall enter into countries and over
whelm and pass over" ... The attack answering to the words 
of the prophecy, has not yet commenced ... But to overwhelm 
and pass over is to prevail. He has only to bide his time, and to 
look out for eventualities ... The tempest is gathering. The King 
of the North is preparing his hosts and fortifying all his forces 
that iron can afford him, against the "drying up" Euphraetean 
power and its infatuated protectors, until the time arrives to 
use them with effect" (Exp. of Daniel, pp. 78, 79). 
BYLAND 

Over three hundred soldiers have arrived in Germany from 
their base in Texas in the first test of a new American strategy 
to rapidly deploy troops based in the United States to Europe to 
bolster the NATO deterrent against possible Russian aggression. 

The soldiers, from the 2nd Armored Brigade Combat Team 
of the 1st Armored Division, based in Fort Bliss, were part of a 
group of 1,500 to arrive in Berlin via charter aircraft, and are 
on their way to Poland for maneuvers with local forces. 

"The purpose is really all about readiness, building readiness, 
and also inter-operability with our NATO allies such as Germa
ny and Poland, two very essential allies in the NATO alliance," 
said Major General Gronski, who is a deputy commanding 
general for the U.S. Army National Guard. 

The 1st Armored Division was based in Germany for decades 
during the Cold War and was the last American division to re
turn back to the U.S. in 2011 as Washington decided to focus on 
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smaller, lighter units meant to be able to react more nimbly to 
modern threats. Today there are some 34,000 American military 
personnel stationed in Germany, down from a Cold War high of 
more than 250,000. 

Following the Russian annexation of Ukraine's Crimean Penin
sula in 2014, the U.S. has again been increasing military activity 
in Europe concert with NATO allies. That includes stationing 
four multinational battalion-size battlegroups in four eastern 
nations of the alliance, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland, 
led respectively by Britain, Canada, Germany and the U.S. 

In addition, as part of a U.S. proposed "readiness initiative," 
the alliance is working on plans to be able to deploy 30 battal
ions, 30 air squadrons and 30 battleships within 30 days as 
reinforcements in case of conflict. NATO has also announced 
it is setting up two new military commands-one in Norfolk, 
Virginia, the other in Ulm, Germany-to better move troops and 
equipment across the Atlantic and around Europe in times of 
crisis.-FoxNews, 3/ 19 

The United States will likely move forward with plans to 
expand its military presence in Poland in the coming quarter, 
which could include more than 1,000 new troops and the per
manent stationing of forces in the country. 

Military competition is becoming an increasingly important 
aspect of the escalating U.S.-Russia standoff. Both Russian 
and Western forces have been boosting security efforts along 
the European borderlands in the form of weapons deployments 
and larger and more frequent military exercises. 

Washington has stuck with a more flexible defense approach 
in [Poland]. But that may soon change. For more than a year, the 
United States and Poland have been in talks over an agreement, 
which Polish officials have indicated could be finalized by as soon 
as Sept. 1. However, such a fixed U.S. presence near Russia will 
undoubtedly spur Moscow to ramp up its own military presence 
near Poland's borders-placing Warsaw squarely in the middle 
of Moscow and Washington's increasingly heated great power 
competition. 

Thus, Poland still feels vulnerable to Russian influence. And 
the 2014 conflict in Ukraine only confirmed these fears. While 
Ukraine isn't a NATO member like Poland, the tumult none
theless hit close to home by showcasing Russia's willingness 
to take military action against Western interests in its border
lands-providing a stark reminder of Warsaw's own exposure 
to Moscow. 

Warsaw-along with the Baltic states of Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania-have since garnered increased U.S. and NATO 
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military presence in the form of a semi-permanent rotation of 
4,500 troops. Serving as a bulwark against any further Russian 
action, these forces have since engaged in larger and more fre
quent land, air and sea exercises in recent years-boosting the 
level of defense commitment to these front line NATO states. 

In September, Polish PresidentAndrzej Duda offered the Unit
ed States $2 billion in financing for a division-sized U.S. base by 
the Vistula River on Poland's eastern border, even suggesting 
to name it "Fort Trump." 

Regardless of specifics of Warsaw and Washington's potential 
new defense agreement, any increase in the United States' mili
tary position in Poland-no matter how small-is bound to prompt 
Russia to build up its own military position. One potential site for 
such a military buildup would be Belarus, which is already one of 
Russia's key defense partners. Russia has long eyed its neighbor 
as a spot for expanding its military foothold, particularly in the 
form of an airbase near Belarus' border with Poland. 
BY AIR 

Of course, an air base isn't the only way Russia could increase 
its military presence in Belarus. Moscow could, for example, 
build up other assets in the country, such as fighter jets and air 
defense systems. Russia could also choose to bolster its presence 
in other nearby areas-including Kaliningrad, Crimea and east
ern Ukraine-depending on the nature of the U.S. deployment 
in Poland. 

Both Russia and Belarus have made it clear that a beefed
up U.S. military presence-whether it be concentrated in the 
form of an entirely new base in Poland, or spread out across 
the country's existing bases-will leave the two Eastern allies 
little choice but to respond with even greater military buildups 
of their own.-Stratfor, 6119 

As bro. Roberts wrote-"God has spoken; centuries ago, 
he issued the fiat which is complicating European affairs. 
He decreed the political entanglement which should break 
up Turkey, decimate the Pope, and bring Russia, with a 
multitude of people at her steps, to the mountains of Israel, 
to be broken by Jesus, the King of Israel, preparatory to his 
re-establishment of the kingdom of David, through which to 
rule all nations in righteousness for a thousand years. 

"Is it a wonder, then, that those who have surrendered 
themselves to the power of Jehovah's word, should 'lift up 
their heads' with quick, instinctive joy, at the accumulating 
symptoms of the approaching tumult of nations, when 'rush
ing like the rushing of many waters, God shall rebuke them, 
and they shall flee afar off?'-(lsaiah 17:13.) Woe be to the 
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man who, professing divine allegiance, is unmoved by this 
voice of God; who, giving himself out as a citizen of the pol
ity which is from heaven, is engrossed with the concerns of 
this Gentile order of things, and indifferent to the outspread 
writing on the wall-'MENE MENE TEKEL UPHARSIN.' ... 
Let the wise bestir themselves. The Bridegroom is at the 
door" (Christadelphian, 1867, p. 91).-T.D.C. 

One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Continued from page 216) 

In relation to the invitation bro. Roberts responded-
We have one or two other letters to the same effect. We cannot 
say ''Yes" just at present--certainly not for the present summer. 
We allowed a number of preparatory arrangements to "slide," 
when we abandoned our original consent in the presence of the 
project for bro. Ashcroft's removal; and we could not pull them 
up again in time for a trip this year. 

* * * 
There are two worthy contributions in the Christadelphian by bro. Ashcroft 
and bro. Shuttleworth. Bro. Ashcroft's article was entitled "Our Brethren in the 
First Century" and the subject matter for this article was based on "Stephen." 
Bro. Shuttleworth continued his section on "Things New and Old from the 
Treasures of the Spirit." Both items expressed many spiritual insights and 
lessons that were nicely brought forth. With the efforts of various brethren, 
who were assisting bro. Roberts, the magazine was well balanced, with many 
and varied aspects of the Truth being brought out. 
There was a small insertion in the magazine on the historical associations 
of the Euphrates. It makes factual reading-

The river, which is the apocalyptic symbol of the drying Ottoman 
power, has the most illustrious historical associations of any 
river on earth except the Jordan. It was somewhere on its banks 
that the Garden of Eden was planted, and that Adam and Eve 
walked in sinless innocence. It was in this vicinity that Abraham 
was born. It was here that great Babylon was reared and shot 
its spiral-like towers, as it were, into the very heavens. Here, 
God's people, hung their harps upon the willows and refused to 
sing the Lord's songs in a strange land. 

* * * 
Bro. Roberts printed a summary of a letter received from a bro. C. C. Walker, 
of Prahran, Australia. It contained an article written by a Church of England 
clergyman, who, it appears believed certain elements of the Truth. The 
following is part of the letter-

I have written to him, sending at the same time a copy of the 
Declaration, and pointing out to him his true position. It would 
not, however, surprise me to find that he is acquainted with the 
Christadelphians and their literature; indeed part might have 
been culled from the Declaration itself. 
It is cheering to see even a fragment of the Truth set forth by 
the leaders of the people. But how dark the night! 

(It is remarkable as to the number of times this has occurred. Some religions 
do have fragmentary elements of the Truth, but not all. The Scriptures clearly 
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illustrate that the complete Truth must be known, believed and obeyed for 
one to gain eternal life). 

* * * 
The Signs of the Times-Events in Egypt as they look in England-

The Egyptian Question is becoming of a fiery complexion. 
It has engaged the attention of the House of Commons at 
nearly every sitting, in some form or other, for weeks past. 
Several attempts have been made to pass a vote of censure 
on the Government for their part in the business. The fire of 
indignation has been blown to a red heat. Mr. Gladstone is a 
home statesman. He thinks England has an empire already 
quite too large, and that her safety lies in preserving her home 
(commercial) interests, and curbing all further developments 
in an imperial direction. He came into power four years ago 
with this profession of political faith on his lips, and under a 
pledge to give it effect. He honestly tried to carry it out ... 
(But) under irresistible pressure, Mr. Gladstone ordered the 
bombardment of the forts of Alexandria (Egypt), intending 
merely a 'measure of police.' But lo, Alexandria burst into 
flames; and the landing of troops became a necessity which 
Mr. Gladstone's utmost ingenuity could not find the means of 
evading, and he reluctantly consented ... 
He had been compelled to go against this policy; but he would 
not go further then compelled. But he was obliged ... to in
crease the British army of occupation. 

(It has been stated numerous times from the pages of the Berean that God 
controls the kingdoms of men according to His divine will. The natural bent 
of man may be inclined in certain directions, but God overrides these to 
the furtherance of His purpose). 

* * * 
There is also a section dealing with the fact that Russia was within striking 
distance of India, and as bro. Roberts pointed out, this was occurring while 
Britain was pre-occupied with the Egyptian question. A news source, quoted 
in the magazine, stated-

"There is now but one barrier between the Russian outposts 
and British India. That single barrier is Afghanistan, doubtless 
a very strong one. Formerly there were other barriers, such 
as the Turkoman country, the country between the Oxus and 
the Jaxartes, and so on. These have disappeared one by one. A 
declaration by Russia that Afghanistan is beyond her sphere 
has been, and will be, insufficient. Its inefficiency was proved 
by the events of 1877-78. Russia was then expecting war with 
England about Constantinople; but peace between the two pow
ers still existed externally. Nevertheless, Russia sent a mission 
to Cabul, avowedly as a preparation for possible war, never 
considering the mission to be an act of war actually. This was 
the mission which-as is well remembered-caused the despatch 
of the British army to Afghanistan. Russia, indeed, withdrew 
the mission quietly, and has not since overtly interferred with 
theAfghans. The events of1877-78, however, supplied a warn
ing, if any were needed, and proved specifically-what might 
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otherwise have been clearly inferred-that, in the event of war 
with England from general causes, Russia would attempt a 
diversion through Afghanistan towards India." 

(We have quoted the above material because it demonstrates that 
Afghanistan will be a crucial territory in the coming conflict between 
North and South. Afghanistan, along with Pakistan and India, will be deemed 
to be critical assets to the "King of the South" seeking to hold the line against 
any attempt of the "King of the North" to dominate the Arabian Sea through 
to the Persian Gulf and Saudi Arabia (Sheba & Dedan). This line (or "front") 
will allow the ships belonging to the Tarshish powers the ability to wage 
war on both sea and land with India as a base. This also implies Southern 
domination of the Indian Ocean, the long-held domain of the British Empire. 
Even today, the centre of the Indian Ocean (south of the Maldives) is styled 
the "British Indian Ocean Territory," which includes over 2,300 small islands 
and a secretive U.S. military base at Diego Garcia.) 

* * * 
In the past couple of years of the Christadelphian, we have noticed the 
increase in reports of Jewish persecutions taking place in many countries 
in Europe. This is again evident in the June, 1884, magazine. The greatest 
persecutions were in Russia and Romania. Many thousands were forced 
into slum conditions, at the loss of property, wealth, personal privileges and 
dignity. Many also lost their lives, either through direct action on the part 
of the governments of these countries, or indirectly through such things 
as starvation and disease. To avoid further persecutions, many sought to 
leave these countries (many times this was not possible), with the hope that 
they might be able to settle in Palestine. Some succeeded, many did not. 
We notice also under the title 'The Jews and the Holy Land' that the Jewish 
population in Palestine was increasing and that, although still extremely 
poor, was far better off than their brethren in Russia and Romania. The Jewish 
regathering was under way, and through the events of World War I and World 
War II, came to its culmination in the establishment of the nation of Israel. 

* * * 
Following the ecclesial news for this month, we see that bro. Roberts was 
involved in debates in defense of the Truth, and also gave an increasing 
number of lectures. On the debate, which took place in Birmingham, we 
have recorded-

A debate was held May 21 and 22, between Mr. Jackson-(who is 
a Campbellite in fellowship with the Baptist denomination)-and 
bro. Roberts, in the Temperance Hall. Mr. Jackson affirmed that the 
promise of the land of Canaan to Abraham and his seed was entirely 
fulfilled in the occupation of the land by Israel after the flesh under 
the law of Moses, which was not cliflicult for bro. Roberts to deny. 

Concerning a lecture that was given in Mansfield-
Bro. Roberts lectured for an hour each evening, and an hour was 
then placed at the disposal of the audience for questions and 
remarks. The brethren, in stupendous posters, had asked the 
religious leaders of the people, to come forward and defend their 
assailed faith; but, of course, none responded. 

From Washington the following interesting notice appeared
Anewspapercutting, forwarded by sis. Lasius (Dr. Thomas' daugh
ter), announced the death, on April 18th, after a protracted illness, 
of Miss Jane Thomas (Dr. Thomas' sister), in the 78th year of her 
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age. She was a believer in the Truth brought to light by her brother, 
in most of its material particulars. Through bro. and sis. Hayes, 
with whom she was acquainted, she received the Christadelphian 
regularly to the day of her death . Her copy will now, by bro Hayes' 
direction, go to her surviving brother, Dr. A Thomas, who, it is 
understood, does not actively sympathize in the glorious matters 
to which his brother's life was devoted. 
Death garners his harvest steadily from year to year. The new 
generation comes with alacrity and hope, but departs too like its 
predecessor, with disappointment, to death. There will be an end 
to this dreary round, some day. 

Also in the ecclesial news there is mentioned in great length the immersion 
of a sister, who, previous to her baptism, was injured in an accident and 
broke her spine. Being crippled, any movement at all brought severe pain. 
Having come to a knowledge of the Truth, through the efforts of her doctor, 
who was a Christadelphian, she was baptised in the following manner-

. . . at her entreaties, bro. Bickley and bro. Williams, who is a car
penter, went to work and constructed a temporary bath. After much 
difficulty she was placed on a board, propped up with pillows, etc. 
With the greatest care they lowered her into her symbolic grave. 
"A more complete likeness to a burial I never saw in all my life," 
said Dr. Bickley. 

DIFFERENT Bible Lectures
"Christ and the Clergy" 

* * * 

"Spirit, What are We to Understand by the Term?" 
"Angels, Do they Exist; If so, what for? Are They Real Substantial 
Beings or Ghosts?" 
''The Gospel as Found in the Prophecies" 
''The Mark of the Beast" 
"On the Mount of Olives with Christ" 

May Answers- "Body Parts" 
1. Heels 
2. Face 
3. Ear 
4. Eye 
5. Bone 
6. Jaws 
7. Eyelids 
8. Lips 
9. Teeth 

10. Hair 
11. Nose 
12. Feet 
13. Legs 
14.Arm 
15. Arms 
16. Head 
17. Fingers 
18. Toes 
19. Heart 
20. Skin 
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21. Knees 
22. Tongue 
23. Rib 
24. Liver 
25. Kidneys 
26. Cheek 
27. Hands 
28. Hands 
29. Toe 
30. Finger 
31. Breast 
32. Stomach's 
33. Nails 
34. Thigh 
35. Womb 
36. Heel 
37. Ankle 
38. Mind 
39. Loins 
40. Ribs 
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One Hundred & Thirty-Five Years Ago 
The Christadelphian, Jun e, 1884 

We noticed in the magazine that bro. Roberts received another invitation 
to visit America. The invitation was extended because of bro. Ashcroft's 
decision some months earlier to remain in England and not to emigrate. 
The letter sent to bro. Roberts, is interesting, and covers some other points 
as well as the invitation. We quote in part-

Seeing in the April number of the Christadelphian that bro. 
Ashcroft had decided to remain with you for the present, our 
ecclesia has requested me to renew our invitation to you and sis. 
Roberts, to make us a visit. (Yve will hold $50 towards expenses). 
We have adopted the Hymn Book, and with bro. Trussler's 
help, we are striving to be able to sing the songs of Zion with 
you when you come. (Continued on page 212) 

BIBLE PUZZLE-"Come" 
1. ... brethren are C 
2. Thou shalt C into the . . . 
3. Surely I C ... 
4. C out of her my .. . 
5. Christ is C in the .. . 
6. Master is C and .. . 
7. Thy . .. C 
8. C, ye .. . of my Father 
9 . .. . shall C into our land 

10. Shall suddenly C to his .. . 
11. The .. . shall C to Zion 
12. C to Zion with .. . 
13. God will C with .. . 
14. Arise, shine for thy ... is C 
15. He shall C down like .. . 
16. 0 C let us . . . unto the Lord 
17. Bow thy ... 0 Lord & C down 
18. C ye . .. hearken unto me 
19. The King of .. . shall C in 
20. No . .. can C between them 
Air Evil 
Ark Flesh 
Assyrian Fulfil 
Blessed Garden 
Brethren Glory 
Calle th Gold 
Children Heavens 
City J eroboam 
Country J oseph's 
Days Kingdom 

21. Tried me, I shall C forth as . .. 
22. He shall not C into this . . . 
23. House for a great . .. to C 
24. C in thou wife of .. . 
25. C near now, & ... me my son 
26. Shall no ... C upon his head 
27. Under whose .. . thou art C to trust 
28. Daughters of . . . C out to dance 
29. To bind . .. are we C 
30. We be C from a far . . . 
31. Joseph was C unto his . . . 
32. There C 7 years of great .. . 
33. Behold the . .. C 
34. I am C into my . .. my sister 
35. The . . . of birds is C 
36. While the .. . days C not 
37. She shall .. . in time to C 
38. C for th a ... for the finer 
39. The just shall C out of ... 
40. I am not C to destroy but to ... 

Kiss Shiloh 
Light Sing 
People Singing 
Plenty Songs 
Quickly Temple 
Rain Trouble 
Razor 
Redeemer 
Rejoice 
Samson 

Vengeance 
Vessel 
While 
Wings 
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