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Ecclesial News 
HOLLADAY, Tenn. 
Dear Brethren and Sisters in Christ Jesus, 

We of the Holladay TN ecclesia are sad to announce the resignation of 
Allen Wheatley as well as the resignation of Bro. James and Sis. June 
Dishman. We have accepted these resignations and have officially withdrawn 
fellowship from all 3. 

The days are quickly flying and Christ will return soon. We pray that we 
all remain vigilant in the Truth and remain separate from the wicked ways of 
the world. 

On a happier note we have had the pleasure being visited by Bro. Harry 
and Sis. Phyllis Phillips of the Canton Ohio ecclesia and, Bro. Philip and Sis. 
Cheryl Hughes and Tim from the Wales UK ecclesia. 

On behalf of the Holladay TN ecclesia 
Bro. Jim Rankin 

HENGOED, Wales 

Breaking of Bread — 10.45am, Sunday School — 12.45pm Lecture —2.30pm 
(All at the Hengoed Community Centre) 
Bible Class — held every Thursday at the Quakers Yard Village Hall at 7.30pm Elpis 
Israel Class — held on the first Tuesday of each month at the Quakers Yard Village 
Hall at 7.30pm. 
Children’s Evening — held every 2 weeks on Friday at the Penderyn Village Hall 

Beloved Brethren and Sisters in the bonds of the Abrahamic Covenant, 
Since our last ecclesial news we had a visit from Bro. Peter and Sis. 

Sharon Small from the Brisbane Ecclesia; and Bro. Dan and Sis. Sandra 
Jackson from the Richard Ecclesia. 

Also since our last ecclesial news we had an opportunity in May in 
the mercy of our Heavenly Father of holding a Gathering. The theme 
was the prophecy of Zechariah and a number of addresses were given 
which provided historical information relative to the subject and 
outlined the glorious future that awaits those found worthy at the 
Judgment Seat. As with all parts of the Word of God, the studies 
uplifted and edified us in the things of the Truth. We enjoyed at that 
time the company of Bro. Len Naglieri of the Goldthwaite ecclesia, and 
Bro. Bob Lorquet of the Houston ecclesia.  Both brethren increased our 
understanding of the prophecy by providing words of exposition 
coupled with much needed exhortation. 

Also present at the Gathering was Sis. Marilyn Dobson of Sandhurst 
(UK) and Sis. Diana Solis of the Houston ecclesia. Their presence was 
also encouraging for us and we enjoyed our time around the Word of 
God. 

Sis. Diana is now, of course, Sis. Diana Hughes, as she was married 
to Bro. David Hughes of the Hengoed ecclesia on 23

rd
 July 2016. The 

marriage ceremony took place in Texas and was a joyful occasion. The 
brethren and sisters of the Houston ecclesia worked tirelessly to make 
the occasion a happy and enjoyable one. Their efforts were very much 
appreciated (especially in the heat of a Texas sun), and it is appropriate 
to mention the work of Bro. Len Naglieri who presided over the events 
and Bro. Bob Lorquet who provided an exhortation for Bro David and 
Sis Diana as they began their lives together in marriage.  We pray that 
Yahweh will bless Bro. David and Sis. Diana as they walk together to 
His Kingdom.  
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Bro. David and Sis. Diana intend to make their home in the UK — 
as soon as some unforeseen immigration issues are overcome!   

The signs taking place in the world are a constant reminder to us 
that our Lord Jesus Christ is near. The exciting result of the EU 
referendum here in the UK is a powerful reminder that the Most High 
rules in the Kingdom of Men and no amount of influence from 
Politicians, Bankers, Businessmen, Sports and Media Personalities, 
Oversees Leaders etc., could overrule the wishes of the Deity. We are 
indeed living in momentous times and pray that we may be ready to 
meet our Lord when he comes. 
With love in the One Hope of Israel and on behalf of the brethren and 
sisters of the Hengoed Ecclesia,    Bro. Phillip Hughes  

HOUSTON, Texas 
Dear brethren and sisters in Christ Jesus, 

It is with uplifted hearts that we share news from the Houston 
ecclesia of another in Adam’s race that has answered the high and Holy 
calling to enter the waters of baptism. On Saturday August 20

th
, 

Samara Solis gave a good confession of her faith in Christ Jesus and 
was immersed at our meeting hall in Houston. The following day, the 
right hand of fellowship was extended to her by brothers and sisters of 
Houston, Lampasas and Goldthwaite ecclesia’s, as well. 

 Please welcome her into the brotherhood. She will be moving to the 
area of the Goldthwaite ecclesia and presently may be contacted 
through Bro. Glenn and Sis. Julie Rhoades. 

 This wonderful event has come less than a month after Sis. Diana 
Solis and Bro. David Hughes were married in Galveston, Tx. It is a 
comfort and encouragement to witness our young bro/sis joining one 
with another in the walk Zionward.  

 Certainly, there is much joy within the Solis family and the 
brotherhood, to witness these events.  

In addition, we have enjoyed visits from the following bro/sis this 
year – Bro. Jason and Sis. Michelle Carroll, Sis. Juanita Hurst, Bro. Zac 
and Sis. Brittany Neely from the Lampasas ecclesia. Bro. Phillip and 
Sis. Cheryl Hughes, Bro. Matthew and Sis. Amy Hughes, Bro. David 
Hughes, Sis. Esther Hughes, Bro. Matthew Tippins from the Hengoed 
ecclesia. Sis. Cindy and Sis. Alyssa Hurst from the Goldthwaite 
ecclesia. Bro. Sid and Sis. Christine Jones and Sis. Amanda Jones from 
the Richard ecclesia and Bro. Dave and Sis. Dawn Humphreys from the 
Edmonton ecclesia. 

We are also thankful for those brothers who provided words of 
exhortation during their visits to Houston. 

May we keep our minds focused on the straight and narrow path as 
we await the return of our Master. 
With much love to all in the Brotherhood,   Bro. Mark Dylla  

AUSTIN, Texas 

Dear brethren and sisters in Christ Jesus, 

The Austin Ecclesia is sad to announce that Bro. Jon and Sis. Leah 
Lorquet  are no longer in fellowship.  
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Bro. Jon, on behalf of himself and his wife, have stated that they 
believe the Bereans are in error considering the scriptural teaching 
summarized by the BASF.  

As we have told them, we regret this truly heartbreaking action. 
However, we pray that if their views one day realign with ours, we may 
all once again gladly join in fellowship with them. 

With much love in Christ,  

Bro. Seth Brown, on behalf of the members of the Austin Berean 
Ecclesia 

 
LAMPASAS, Texas 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
Since we last wrote, September 2nd brought us the transfer of bro 

Shawn, sis Amy and sis Alexis House to our ecclesia; with their move 
here they felt it more appropriate to join Lampasas ecclesia in its closer 
proximity to their new abode.  We are pleased to have them with us. 

September 5th, being a holiday for most of us, we had an afternoon 
and evening of slides and videos from years gone by of various 
gatherings, hot-dogs and snacks, readings, singing of hymns and 
general fellowship one with another - a pleasant come-and-go-as-you-
please get-together at the Connolly home. 

September 18th after an arranging board meeting, we came to the 
conclusion to withdraw fellowship from bro Matthew Neely for his 
insistence that it is a command to keep the Sabbath and other aspects of 
the Mosaic Law.  Our hope is that he will reconsider his position and 
we can be in unity of mind once again. 
Love to all as we journey 2Zion-ward together, 
Bro. Jerry Connolly, recorder 
                    
SOUTHEASTERN ECCLESIA 
Brothers and Sisters, 

The Southeastern Ecclesia is sad to announce that we have 
withdrawn fellowship from Bro. Bill Rinard for conduct unbecoming a 
servant of Christ. We pray that events will occur that will allow us to 
eventually receive bro Bill back into fellowship.  We especially pray 
for the Master's return to end the maniacal reign of sin and to terminate 
the kingdom of men. 

Bro. Dale Lee 
 
 

GATHERINGS & ACTIVITIES 
(To be held Yahweh Willing) 

SOUTHEAST FRATERNAL GATHERING…….….….…...October 29-30, 2016 
The gathering will be held at the Elder-Care of Alachua County Senior 
Recreation Center, 5701 NW 34th Blvd., Gainesville, FL 32653.   
Bro. Michael Jasionowski, mjasionowski@gmail.com  
 
BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN YOUTH GATHERING KENYA, AFRICA.December 18-22,2016  
To be held in Kisumu, Kenya. Study Theme: 1 Corinthians 
For more information please email Bro. Bob Bent. Eyeglassman39@yahoo.com 
Bro. Epa Wekati. Ewekati@gmail.com 
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God Enthroned in the Ecclesia and in Our Lives  

This morning our thoughts will be on the structure of the Mosaic 
Tabernacle as a whole and its significance as the pictorial manifestation 
of God revealed among men. All the Tabernacle appointments were for 
glory and for beauty—for Divine glory and for spiritual beauty. Glory 
and beauty characterize everything pertaining to God, and we must get 
in harmony with the glory and beauty of God, for literally we are 
ugly—sin is ugly; the flesh is ugly; human nature is ugly.  

Moses’ face shone with the glory of God, for when he came down 
from the revelation of these things he had to cover his face, for Israel 
could not look upon him. Paul tells us that this symbolizes their 
groveling, earthly blindness. That true believers see the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ; that they grow daily more like Him from glory 
to glory. Glory means excellence, and excellence means betterness. We 
are changed into the same image from glory to glory, from betterness to 
betterness, closer and closer to the divine ideal, to the perfect beauty of 
character, spirituality, divinity, godliness. The whole purpose of our 
lives is to increase in glory and in beauty, in excellence, in holiness, in 
godliness, in beauty of character, in fullness of love, in depth of 
understanding. If this does not occur, we live in vain.  

Solomon declares, “God has made everything beautiful in His time” 
(Eccl. 3:11). Only beauty, true beauty, is eternal. All else must pass 
away. The very existence of beauty, the basic beauty of all God’s 
works from the smallest to the greatest is one of the greatest arguments 
for divinity and is against the theory of evolution. Evolution is blind, 
earthly, grubby, carnal. It has no place or explanation for beauty and for 
glory.  

The Tabernacle was God’s plan, God’s initiative, God’s instruction. 
“See thou make it according to the pattern shown thee” (Exod. 25:40). 
It was a great act of love and condescension upon God’s part to dwell 
with Israel and to speak with them. God went all the way in 
approaching to man and taking them to Himself, but there were very 
strict regulations—no familiarity, no carelessness, no thoughtlessness 
in God’s presence. Among the very first things that happened in 
connection with this Tabernacle was the death of the High Priest’s 
eldest sons, Nadab and Abihu. God must be honored in those who dare 
approach unto Him. Those who dwell in His presence must be sober, 
mature, circumspect, reverent. God will not tolerate careless, 
thoughtless, slipshod, half-hearted service.  

The next great lesson was that God is only to be found where and 
how He appoints, “This is life eternal that they might know thee” (John 
17:3), and He can only be known by that which He reveals about 
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Himself; therefore, it is our wisdom to learn all we can that He has 
lovingly revealed.  

How much do we really study the divine message? Half an hour a 
day is two percent of our life, and how many do even that? What 
tremendous dividends we expect from such paltry investments! There 
are fifty chapters of the Bible devoted to the Tabernacle and its service. 
We are told that all Scripture is given for doctrine, instruction, 
correction and reproof in righteousness that the man of God may be 
perfect—we have a long way to go, and these are things that point the 
way.  

As we notice from our readings, particularly in the book of 
Hebrews, much of the language of the New Testament has its 
foundation in the Tabernacle service and cannot be understood without 
a comprehension of these things: the veil, the mercy seat, propitiatory, 
laver, altar, priest, high priest, the Lamb of God, sacrifice, offering, 
candlestick, the shedding of blood, the Tabernacle, the Temple, the 
Passover, the Firstfruits. All these are parts of the picture of the glory 
and beauty of God that the New Testament reveals in Old Testament 
terms. All the deep principles of godliness are graphically and vividly 
portrayed in the Tabernacle service: holiness, obedience, glory, 
consecration, beauty, sacrifice, unity, dedication, fellowship, rejoicing, 
thanksgiving, forgiveness, mercy, reverence and love.  

The Tabernacle was the center of the nation’s life. This is what gave 
it purpose, futurity and hope. It stood in the center of the camp, but it 
stood majestically alone. The tents of Israel would be of black goat’s 
hair. And in a large central area, separated from all these tents by an 
open space, the white walled Tabernacle stood in isolated splendor—a 
white center of purity in the midst of black humanity, with the 
overshadowing cloud of God’s love and providence hovering above it.  

Well could Balaam say as he looked down upon this sight from the 
heights of Moab, “How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy 
Tabernacles, O Israel” (Num. 24:5) — a beautiful God ordered array 
with God in the center. Apart from this, Israel would be just another 
dark, purposeless human mass, but this glorious object in their midst 
and their divinely instructed arrangement around it gave the whole 
assembly meaning and purpose and a divinely established dignity. It 
lifted them from the common perishing horde and related them to 
eternity. Human life without God is a dark and meaningless tragedy of 
sorrow and of death—a purposeless existence of a few brief joys, ever 
increasing heartache, and eventual black oblivion. “Vanity of vanities, 
all is vanity,” but God in the midst changes everything from darkness 
to light. For God is a God of hope, and of life and futurity, of beauty 
and holiness and glory. The Tabernacle taught all these things. God 
enthroned in the midst of Israel, in the ecclesia, in our hearts and lives. 
How great is His beauty and how great is His goodness!  
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The pillar of cloud by day and of fire by night showed God’s 
preservation and care and guidance and overshadowing love for His 
people. It visibly manifested His presence and favor to all Israel. Only 
the High Priest entered the Most Holy and he but once a year, and only 
he saw the Shekinah Glory of God's manifestation between the 
Cherubim, and even then it had to be obscured by the cloud of the 
incense, lest he die. But even the humblest and the farthest removed 
could see the cloud over the Tabernacle. When the cloud moved, they 
moved; and when it stayed, they rested (Num. 9:23).  

What a tremendous privilege to move with God, to go where He 
goes, to stay when He stays, to always be in step with God, borne along 
by His manifested presence—no other love or interests but to follow 
God. The wilderness pilgrimage was a glorious privilege or a bitter 
burden, according as Israel saw it with natural or with spiritual eyes.  

Israel was closer to God then than at any time in their subsequent 
history. They had a far greater manifestation of His presence and 
power; but the most outstanding of the Tabernacle lessons, as Paul 
points out, was that it was a barrier. It signified that the way into the 
Holiest was not yet made manifest. But still, it bore a tremendous 
message of condescension for the present and promise for the future. It 
taught them of God’s unapproachable holiness, but it also showed them 
His love. It held them at a distance, and yet it foreshadowed perfect 
communion in the end. Christ came “not to destroy the Law but to 
fulfill it” (Matt. 5:17)—to fulfill all its glorious prophecies and 
promises.  

In His love and wisdom, God always tempers outward restriction 
with inward promise—outward sorrow with inward joy. Even in our 
present wilderness journey every tribulation has its compensating 
greater blessing, and every loss has its compensating greater gain. 
When Moses went up into the mount for 40 days, the very first thing 
that God said to him was (Exodus 25), “Speak unto the children of 
Israel that they bring me an offering.” What can man offer to God? 
And yet, God allows us to give. He gives to us first that we may have 
the pleasure of giving to Him, for all is of Him. “And let them make me 
a sanctuary that I may dwell among them” (Exod. 25:8). This was the 
first message, “and there will I meet with the children of Israel” (v. 
21).  

Fifteen (3 x 5) different types of gifts are commanded to be brought, 
but the essential requirement was, as we read in verse 2, “of every man 
that giveth it willingly with his heart ye shall take my offering.” 
Nothing grudging, no compulsion, every one whose heart stirred him 
up to come unto the work of the Lord to do it.  

Are we among the joyful and blessed number, whose heart stirs 
them up continually to the work of the Lord? Not as a duty, a task or a 
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burden, but as an eager, irresistible fire in our bones. What an 
inestimable blessing! Yet this divine joy is freely available to all who 
seek it. As with the Mosaic Tabernacle, so with the everlasting 
Tabernacle that God is building from the human race, an eternal 
dwelling place of God by His Spirit. It must be from the abundance of 
eager and willing hearts.  

In Exodus 36:5 we read that “the children of Israel brought too 
much,” and they had to be stopped from bringing. God would accept no 
more. There are two deep and solemn lessons here; first, the time 
comes when it is too late. Those who had been dilatory, who had not 
brought up to that time, now had no opportunity to take part in the 
Tabernacle. The door was shut. And secondly, how do we compare 
with Israel in this matter? Could it ever be said of us that we bring too 
much—too much liberality, too much labor in the work, too much 
devotion to divine things, too much manifestation of love? Is there any 
possible danger that what we have done for God may be considered an 
over abundance; or could it possibly be the other way around—too 
little?  

The most precious things of the Tabernacle—those most 
significative of Christ and his work—must be carried by hand. Both the 
altars, the table of shewbread, the candlestick, the ark, were all borne 
upon the shoulders by staves. These things could not be carried in carts, 
though carts were available. It must be personal human labor—nothing 
mechanical, nothing impersonal, nothing delegated. For the important 
things of life only personal care and attention and effort will do. Do we 
perceive the lesson? Salvation is a very personal thing, calling for very 
personal effort and labor. There were six carts that carried all the outer 
framework of the tabernacle. This is all our external ecclesial 
framework and organization, but the inner things must be borne for the 
whole long wilderness journey on loving and consecrated shoulders. 
An ecclesial organization will not save us. Our salvation will depend 
upon how faithfully and lovingly, and above all, how joyfully and 
cheerfully we have put our own shoulder to the work of the Lord.  

We are impressed with the compactness of the Tabernacle. It was all 
separate pieces easily taken apart for removal, and yet full provision 
was made for knitting and bonding it together firmly that it should be a 
unity, one Tabernacle. Bonding, linking, stabilizing, joining together is 
a prominent feature throughout all its construction. We can readily see 
in natural things that the more firmly anything is bound together the 
stronger it is, the more it can withstand, the more it can accomplish; but 
do we perceive the importance, the absolute necessity of this in 
spiritual things?  

The Tabernacle consisted of three parts: the court, the Holy Place, 
and the Most Holy. And these three contained among them seven 
items: two in the court, the altar and the laver—sacrifice and 
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sanctification; three in the Holy Place, the table of shewbread, the 
candlestick and the altar of incense—fellowship, testimony and 
worship; and in the Most Holy two, the ark and the mercy seat above 
it—the manifestation of God in Christ. And we see a straight line, the 
altar, the laver, the altar of incense—redemption, sanctification, 
intercession, worship and prayer. And then the veil that was rent to give 
access to the perfect state when God shall be all in all.  

In the Holy Place—the present probation of God’s people—on the 
one hand is the candlestick, the irradiating testimony, both within the 
ecclesia and to the world, and on the other hand the table of shewbread, 
fellowship and communion together and with God—for the ‘bread of 
the faces’ or of God’s presence.  

Regarding the boards that make up the framework, we read in 
Exodus 26:15, “Thou shalt make boards for the Tabernacle of shittim 
wood, standing up.” Why standing up? Why were not the boards lying 
down horizontally as in any ordinary construction? Could we possibly 
miss the meaning and the lesson? Are we standing up? Standing up for 
the Truth? Standing up for the work of the Lord? Standing up to the full 
stature of the perfect man in Christ Jesus? Paul says, “Put on the whole 
armour of God . . . that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about 
with truth” (Eph. 6:13, 14).  

“The evil day” that can prevent us from being found standing at the 
end can come in many deceptive ways—some very pleasant to the 
flesh, not perceivable to the natural eye as evil at all, only evil in their 
final consequence. We must keep standing, even when weary and it is 
much more pleasant to lie down with the world.  

The boards were not only standing, but they were standing close 
together—shoulder to shoulder, no space between them. They were knit 
together on each side of the Tabernacle by five bars, and each board 
reached down two tenons (the original word is hands)—two hands into 
silver foundation sockets of redemption in Christ. Each board was 
covered and preserved by the pure gold of present faith and future 
immortality. The sockets of silver supported the boards, and they 
separated them from the earth.  

The boards had originally been trees, rooted naturally in the earth, 
but they had been selected and cut down—brought low, stripped of all 
their branches and natural glory—shaped, trimmed, smoothed, and 
dressed to fit God's pattern, and then overlaid with purest gold. Now 
they had no connection with the desert upon which they stood, but a 
very close and intimate connection with one another and with the pure 
silver sockets of redemption, and with the glorious curtains of 
righteousness and beauty. They were fitly framed together and builded 
together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. They were all 
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perfectly equal in height, for one is their master and they are all 
brethren.  

The silver sockets were the one exception to the freewill character 
of all the materials of the Tabernacle. The gold of faith was the freewill 
offering of all, both men and women, but the redemption silver was the 
compulsory requirement for the men only—one half shekel for each 
male. The rich could not give more and the poor could not give less. 
All stood upon equal footing as regards redemption in Christ (Exod. 
30:13-15).  

Freewill offering here was not enough. This was a ransom for man’s 
forfeited life. “Each man shall give a ransom for his soul of one half 
shekel.” His helpless bondage to sin and need for redemption must be 
emphasized in the foundation of this building. Here is something that 
no amount of voluntary offering, eager and freewill though it might be, 
could accomplish. There was more silver used in the Tabernacle than 
gold and brass combined. The atoning sacrifice of Christ must be the 
major foundation aspect of the way of salvation. He must have the pre-
eminence in all things, as we read in the first chapter of Hebrews. The 
boards were knit together by five bars on each side—four bars through 
the golden rings on each board, and a fifth bar right through the center 
of the boards. “And he made the middle bar to shoot (reach) through 
(sever) the boards from the one end to the other” (Exod. 36:33). (See 
Law of Moses p. 139, 3rd edition.)  

Here is a strange combination of the four - five symbol; four visible 
bars and one hidden one, making five. What is it that holds the ecclesia 
together, that makes it a unit, that changes it from a number of boards 
standing precariously alone, to one firm Tabernacle—the House of 
God? Though many things can unite temporarily and carnally, there is 
only one thing that can unite spiritually and eternally, and that is the 
Truth, the law, the Word of God. Here are four manifested bars clasped 
to each board by a golden ring of faith—the universal Cherubim gospel 
of Christ, and one hidden bar shot through the wall from end to end and 
hidden in the heart of every board—the foundation of all, the law of 
God in the heart, making five in all. Bars are to bind together, to keep 
out that which does not belong, to give protection and security, rigidity, 
stability. They are a girding and a strengthening—loins girded with the 
Truth Only the Truth can accomplish all this.  

The cloth coverings are distinguished into three parts; the first of 
which is the Tabernacle. In the original the Hebrew is miskan; this 
word is from the same root as shekinah—the inner dwelling. This does 
not carry the idea of impermanence or temporariness. It simply means 
dwelling, particularly in a religious or divine sense. That is the first 
linen layer—the dwelling place or miskan. The second layer was the 
tent of goat material—the ohel. This is the true meaning of tent or 
temporary dwelling. The distinguishing into the three layers is clear and 
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significant. The covering of the two outer layers were ram skins (the 
third), and badger skins or seal skins. (The word is a little indefinite; it 
was natural skins of some sort.)  

The first alone is the actual Tabernacle—the ten linen curtains, two 
groups of five—two groups knit together by fifty golden fasteners. 
Here again is the double five symbol, and the fifty fasteners of gold 
turn our mind immediately to Pentecost—the connecting link between 
Jew and Gentile. These ten curtains were of the same material as the 
veil—blue, scarlet, purple and fine twined linen, worked with cunning 
work of Cherubim. These ten curtains are the Christ-Body, as the veil is 
the Christ-Head. They alone are the true tabernacle. The rest is simply 
temporary scaffolding and covering. This great embroidered linen 
sheet, fifty feet by seventy feet approximately, covered the entire 
Tabernacle, top, sides and back.  

The second layer was of goats’ hair—eleven curtains and slightly 
larger each way than the linen covering. These are in two uneven 
groups, five and six. They are united, not by golden fasteners but by 
brass fasteners—fleshly fasteners. This second layer of goats’ hair is 
the earth that helps the woman—the natural goat class. They obscure 
the true linen curtains. This is all the world can see of the Tabernacle. 
The five—the Word or law of God—unequally yoked together with the 
six by fleshly brazen fasteners—the number of man and of the flesh. 
Here we can see the unequal yoking of some who claim to be God’s 
people with the world. This covering is useful in its place as a 
temporary shield, but it is not the true eternal Tabernacle. It is very easy 
to belong to this half and half class. Many of us will find in the end that 
that is where we have been—half in and half out, half in the Tabernacle 
(half in the Truth) and half in the world—the five yoked with the six, 
an unequal yoking. When the Son of Man comes, his sad but necessary 
task will be to separate the sheep from the goats.  

The third layer was ram skins dyed red. Here is blood, aggression, 
the power of the sword. Here, clearly are the powers of the world 
whose sole real purpose in existence, though they know it not, is for the 
protection of the Tabernacle. 

And finally, the fourth outer layer of badger or seal skins, just a 
final natural outer covering laid over all. This final covering is nature or 
creation itself. The lesson is that all things are for the sake of God’s 
elect—all creation is for their good. Great nations come and go just to 
forward slightly God’s purpose with His people. Are we worthy to be 
the center of the purpose of creation? The fine linen will finally be 
found to be so worthy, and there is no reason why we should not be 
among them, if we make this the sole and consuming desire of our 
lives.  
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Finally, we consider the veil—the veil that separates the Holy Place 
from the Most Holy. The veil of his flesh, as Paul describes it, that 
which stood in the way, that which obscured the way and had to be torn 
asunder that the way may be opened. This is the meaning of the word 
veil—that which separates, shuts off or obscures. This veil was held 
up—manifested on four pillars, the four Cherubim pillars, the four 
gospels, the four-fold camp of spiritual Israel. The veil was of the same 
material as the ten inner linen curtains—Christ and his brethren are 
one. Fine linen of strong closely twisted threads interwoven with blue, 
scarlet, and purple, and skillfully embroidered with Cherubim figures.  

The word translated needlework in connection with the embroidery 
of these Cherubim really means skillfully, and its root meaning we find 
is to combine colors into a pattern, though it is used of any skillful 
work. We see the great fittingness in the work of God in Christ—
skillfully combining the heavenly blue with the earthly scarlet to 
produce the royal and victorious purple. The creating of the Cherubim 
is all the skillful work of God. “It is God that worketh in you both to 
will and to do of His good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13). Our part is simply to 
submit, to expose ourselves to the divine light and let it do its work, to 
empty ourselves with all that interfered with the work of God in us, to 
keep a steadfast unwavering gaze upon the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ that we may thereby be changed into the same image from 
glory to glory. It is all something that is done to us, not that we 
ourselves do.  

This word needlework or embroidery occurs nine times in the 
Scriptures, eight times in connection with the Tabernacle, and once in 
that remarkable prophetic passage in Psalm 139 concerning Christ. “I 
will praise thee for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvelous 
are thy works . . my substance was not hid from thee, when I was made 
in secret, and curiously wrought” (that is the word embroidered—
skillfully and beautifully worked) “in the lowest parts of the earth” 
(Psa. 139:14,15). This is the same word as the embroidery of the 
Cherubim upon the veil and the curtains.  

When Christ died, when the sacrifice was complete, this veil was 
miraculously rent asunder—the way into the Holiest was opened—
Mosaic shadows were at an end. He said, “It is finished” (John 
19:30)—completed, perfected. At that moment all the marvelous 
imagery of the Mosaic Tabernacle reached its climax and fulfillment. 
The world’s hopeless darkness had been turned into joyful light; sin 
had been conquered; death had been destroyed; truth and holiness were 
victorious, and the grave had lost its power.  

Paul said, in summing up his wonderful exposition of the Mosaic 
patterns to the Hebrew brethren, “Having therefore, brethren, boldness 
(or confidence) to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, By a new 
and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that 
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is to say, his flesh; And having an high priest over the house of God; 
Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled (with the sacrificial blood) from an evil conscience, 
and our bodies washed with pure water (in the laver). Let us consider 
one another to provoke unto love and to good works” (Heb. 10:19-22, 
24).  

We note how he combines the sublime with the practical—highest 
vision of the future with the most pressing command for the present—
love and good works; a beautiful all sufficient combination—love and 
good works. How do we provoke any one to love and to good works? 
To provoke is to stir up to activity, either for good or otherwise. We 
provoke to love and to good works by manifesting love and good 
works. Love begets love and nothing else will. Love cannot be 
commanded; it must be taught, manifested, exemplified.  

There is no point in merely preaching these things; we must 
manifest them, praying that God will provide vessels for picking up the 
radiations and carrying them on. Paul continues: “Not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together.” This is vital, and it does not just 
mean Sunday morning; it must be an eager, constant, basic way of life. 
“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together” (Heb. 10:25). If 
we do not assemble when there is opportunity to assemble—Sunday 
morning, Sunday evening, mid-week, (let us speak frankly) we are the 
most blind and foolish of all blind fools. What do we think the way of 
life is? A once-a-week ritual, like Christendom? Indeed many in the 
assemblies of Christendom could put us to shame. If our heart is not 
with the ecclesial activities always and our bodies whenever possible, 
we are living a lie and deceiving ourselves. “Not forsaking the 
assembling of yourselves together … but exhorting one another, and so 
much the more, as ye see the day approaching.”  

Earlier in the Epistle (Heb. 3:13) he says, “Exhort one another 
daily.” Now he says, “…as the day approaching,” and certainly we are 
at that era. “So much the more,” we should bear this in mind, in case 
we feel that a couple of evenings a week is too much to interfere with 
our personal pleasure or worldly activities. To the real children of 
God—those few whom He will acknowledge in the end—the Truth is 
their whole life—daily, hourly, constantly. They always abound in the 
work of the Lord. Their heart is always in the Truth and the 
brotherhood. They grieve when they have to miss any ecclesial activity, 
knowing that the body needs all its members to be healthy and to 
function.  

Let us prayerfully strive to be among the few chosen from the 
many that are called.                                —Bro. G.V.Growcott 

 



                                                                                                           Berean 2016 —334 

  

Lessons from the Temptation of Jesus 

When introducing the Breaking of Bread, it is a common practice of 

our presiding brethren to refer to Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians 

and repeat his familiar words, “As often as ye eat this bread, and drink 

this cup, ye do show the Lord’s death till he come.” 

 Paul, of course, was not referring to the death of Jesus from an 

historical aspect, for his death involves much more than that mere 

statement of fact. To show the Lord’s death, is to bring to the mind the 

unusual circumstances relating to it, and what was accomplished by it. 

If we do this, we will discover that Calvary is only the climax of many 

extraordinary events that went before. 

 If we were to cover the subject fully, we would have to go back to 

Eden and follow the trail of the allegorical and prophetic highlights of 

God’s comprehensive plan of redemption. Because of our limited time, 

we must pass over these acres of diamonds, and the points of prime 

importance regarding the birth and growth of Jesus, as he increased in 

wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.  

 But his introduction to public life must not be overlooked. As we 

pause mentally by the river Jordan, we see that fearless prophet, John 

the Baptist, whose mission was defined by the prophet Isaiah (40:3), 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the 

Lord, make his paths straight.” 

 We see Jesus go down into the water with John, and then behold 

him as he rises from his baptism, and listen with awe to the voice from 

heaven, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 

3:17). 

Following this declaration, both Matthew and Luke say that Jesus 

was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. But 

Mark is more emphatic. He says, “Immediately, the Spirit driveth him 

into the wilderness, and he was there 40 days tempted of Satan.” 

In Heb. 4:15, Paul says, “he was tempted in all points like as we are, 

yet without sin.” 

Jesus was in the wilderness 40 days, and there is nothing revealed 

about what took place during that period, but at the end of the 40 days 

he became hungry. In fact, there is so little information given us that if 

we were to try and delve into the subject, we would become involved in 

endless controversy. This we refuse to do. 

What we are interested in are the principles underlying the 

temptation and the great lessons we learn from it. 
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To clarify our subject, let us look at a few related scriptures so that 

we will understand the nature of Jesus. In Acts 2:30, Peter speaks of 

David, “Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn 

with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, 

he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne.” 

In Rom. 1:3, Paul speaks, “Concerning His Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who was made of the seed of David according to the flesh.” 

The thoughts of the two apostles are identical. Therefore, to be the 

seed of David according to the flesh, is to be the same kind of flesh as 

David, and also the same as we are. This is exactly what Paul says in 

Heb. 2:14, “Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and 

blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through 

death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the 

devil.” 

When quoting this to a friend recently, he remarked that the passage 

was uncertain, for Paul did not say that he did destroy, but merely that 

he might destroy. But the word rendered ‘might’ does not carry any 

thought of question; it signifies ‘to be able’ or ‘be of power.’ And in 

view of the fact that he rose from the dead, it proves beyond any doubt, 

that he did bring to nought, or destroy, that which had the power of 

death. 

Then the apostle goes on to show why Jesus partook of the same 

flesh and blood. In verse 17 he says, “Wherefore in all things it 

behooved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be (or 

have the power to be) a merciful and faithful high priest in things 

pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.” 

   Therefore Jesus being a partaker of flesh and blood of the seed of 

Abraham and David, we can understand clearly what he says in Ch. 

4:15, “For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the 

feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, 

yet without sin.” (That is, without transgression). 

   Yes, Jesus was tempted in all points, as we are. And how are we 

tempted? James answers our question in ch. 1:14-15, “Every man is 

tempted (that is proved, tested or tried) when he is drawn away (or 

drawn out) by his own lust (or desires) and enticed (or allured, or 

induced to do evil). Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth (or 

produces) sin, and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth (or produces) 

death.” 
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   Does this not teach us plainly that diabolos promptings, arising 

spontaneously from the mind of the flesh, are not sins; we are being 

tried or tested. But if we meditate upon them, and countance them, 

THEN we have allowed our lusts (or desires) to conceive, and, as a 

result, sin is brought forth, or produced. 

     The temptation, in itself, is not sin; it signifies the fact of being 

put to the proof, or being tried. The results of the temptation are the 

deciding factor.  

   If we resist, and thereby overcome, or conquer it, as Jesus did, we 

have not sinned.  But, and we repeat, if we, through weakness or 

willfulness, yield to the inducement to do evil, then lust has conceived 

and (like the first Adam) brought forth, or produced sin.  

   Now, says John, in his first letter, 2:16, “All that is in the world, 

the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of 

the Father, but is of the world.” 

   This, we will find, comprehends all forms of temptation. 

Therefore, when we go back to the Garden of Eden, we discover that 

the trial of our first parents followed this three-fold principle. Gen. 3:6, 

“And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 

was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she 

took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband 

with her; and he did eat.” 

1. The lust of the flesh. The tree was good for food and it would 

satisfy their hunger. 

2. The lust of the eyes. The fruit must have been attractive because 

it was pleasant to the eyes.  

3. The pride of life. Here was something to make them wise. 

There is, therefore, no temptation that can come to us but what was 

in principle involved in the temptation in Eden and in the wilderness of 

Judea. It should be noted, however, that the entire suggestion to sin in 

Eden originated and proceeded from an outside source. Why was it 

when James says “Each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed 

by his own desire.”? Because the sin-principle had not been developed 

in the flesh of Adam and Eve. They were perfectly satisfied up to the 

point of trial. 

Our first parents failed, but Jesus overcame, and it is his success that 

attracts our attention. Let us review that great trial through which Jesus 

passed. During the 30 years of his life at home in Nazareth Jesus would 

be subject to all the ordinary temptations of men. But now he faces a 
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new form of life, as he rises from baptism, and filled with the Holy 

Spirit by which he is driven into the wilderness. 

For the next 40 days he was tempted, but it is not stated how. At the 

end of that period he became hungry and was about to face a supreme 

test. Hunger produces a craving appetite. In the case of Jesus, he must 

have been desperately hungry after the 40 days fast, and therefore, the 

temptation must have been exceedingly strong. 

But the way in which the first section of his temptation was made, 

would make it even more trying. “If thou be the Son of God, command 

that these stones be made bread” (Matt.4:3). 

What a supreme test! Here he was in possession of the power to do 

that very thing—a power he later displayed when he fed the multitude. 

But Jesus must have realized fully that this great power had not been 

given to him to satisfy his own desire, but rather to exhibit to Israel the 

indisputable proof that he was what he claimed to be—the Son of God. 

Therefore, to satisfy the lust of the flesh, even under those painful 

conditions, would be a direct act of sin. Jesus did not hesitate; at once 

he turned to the Word of God, and quoted from Deut. 8:3, saying, “It is 

written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 

proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” 

Bread alone only gives temporary life, which eventually ends in 

death, and that is the same in all cases where we give way to satisfy the 

lust of the flesh. But, bread, with the Word of God understood, believed 

and obeyed, is something entirely different. This is the order given by 

Paul in I Cor. 15:46, “First that which is natural; and afterward that 

which is spiritual.” 

The first form of temptation was overcome; the second was even 

stronger: “If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, 

He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they 

shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.” 

In this statement, there are two dangerous fields open that require 

keen thought to detect and repel. The first is the misapplication of 

Scripture that we all must be ready for, and for which the only way to 

prepare is by faithful daily Bible reading. The other is that dangerous 

act of presumption. The Scriptures teach us plainly that we must not, 

under any circumstances, use any familiarity or presumption towards 

God. Jesus and understood this fully, and met the situation at once by a 

second quotation from Deut. 6:16, “Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy 

God.” 



                                                                                                           Berean 2016 —338 

  

   The point that comes to us clearly in this second part of his 

temptation is that the divine promise of protection is only to those who 

are faithful and obedient. Let us ever keep this clear in our minds. 

   The first two having failed, the tempter tries a scheme involving 

the pride of life. Taking Jesus up into a high mountain, and showing 

him all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them, as said in 

Matt. 4:9, “All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and 

worship me.” 

   Jesus knew what lay in store for him, and to be able to assume the 

position of king over the whole earth, he would have to be obedient, 

therefore, “for the joy that was set before him, he endured the cross, 

despised the shame, and is now set down at the right hand of the throne 

of God.” —Heb.12:2. 

   At this stage of his great trial, Jesus seemed to be impatient, and 

again repelled the tempter by a third quotation from Deut. 6:13, “Thou 

shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve”—Matt. 

4:10. 

   It is just possible that this is the occasion to which Jesus referred 

in his message to the ecclesia in Laodicea, when he said, “To him that 

overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I 

overcame, and am set down with my Father in His throne”—Rev. 3:21. 

   Now what do we learn from this? It seems to me that first and 

foremost it teaches us concerning the lofty place the Scriptures should 

have in our lives. If we consistently and systematically read our Bibles 

daily, it will not fail us in time of need; and when we are put to the test, 

we will not ask ourselves that old question, “IS THERE ANY HARM 

IN IT?” Because we will know what is written, and we can only know 

what is written if we do as David did, “Thy word have I hid in my heart 

that I might not sin against Thee”—Ps.119:11. 

If, however, we neglect the Word, we will become like the 

Sadducees “who knew not the Scriptures,” and will fall an easy prey to 

the many temptations that come upon us. 

That would be foolishness and would lead us to disaster. Let us then 

be wise and stand with Christ upon the rock that cannot be moved. Let 

us never forget that “whatever was written in former days, was written 

for our instruction that by patience and consolation of the Scriptures we 

might have hope”—Rom. 15:4. 
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The misapplication of Scripture and how it was met by Jesus is a 

forceful lesson for us, and teaches us to learn rightly to divide the Word 

of Truth. 

Take, for example, one of the familiar sayings of Jesus in Matt. 

6:31-32, “Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? Or, 

what shall we drink? Or wherewithal shall we be clothed? For after all 

these things do the Gentiles seek: for your heavenly Father knoweth 

that ye have need of all these things.” 

Does Jesus mean that we are to cease working and sit around idle, 

and make no effort to obtain the necessities of life? Paul says, “If any 

man will not work, neither shall he eat.” And in another place, he says, 

“Provide things honest in the sight of all men.” 

Is Paul against Christ? No, it is quite plain if we rightly divide the 

Word. Verse 33 gives the explanation, “But seek ye first the kingdom 

of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto 

you.” 

That is, do not give first place in our lives to the acquisition of 

temporal things; but rather first place to the Truth: Let it have our 

greatest affection. Then the necessities of life will come along in their 

proper place as we labor with our hands, providing the thing that is 

good. 

But that is not all. This great event in the life of Jesus gives us 

another powerful lesson in Matt 4:8-9, “The devil taketh him up into an 

exceeding high mountain, and showeth him all the kingdoms of the 

world, and the glory of them; And he said unto him, All these things 

will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.” 

As we reflect upon this phase of Christ’s temptation it might be said 

that there is nothing in it that has any relation to our own trials. But this 

is not true. There is seldom a day that does not pass without each one of 

us coming under the influence of this form of trial. 

   Sin is deceitful in all its forms; but there is none more subtle than 

pride. The world is full of it. We come in contact with it in our places 

of employment in many forms. In most large organizations, they have 

several forms of social activities, and employees are solicited from time 

to time to join up with them. Most of us have heard the common 

expressions, we need your help, and it will be to your advantage if you 

come with us. Come on and get some pleasure out of life. Whatever 

form it takes, the brother and sister of Christ must be prepared and 

ready to meet it when it comes. 
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   The world, with all its desires, its attractions and its many 

affiliations is constantly before us, but we are expected to come out and 

be separate from it. That I believe is one of the lofty purposes of a 

Gathering—to give us a refreshing taste of the joy of what it means to 

be cut off from the world’s affairs. 

   Some have said that it is difficult to work with people and not be 

able to share in some of their social activities. As to whether it is 

difficult or not, it all depends where our hearts are, for, said Jesus, 

“Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also”—Matt. 6:2l. 

   If our hearts are full of the Truth, we will not find it difficult to 

politely refuse to share in the things that are displeasing to God. 

   The people of the world, by whom we are surrounded, have no 

respect for the Truth, because they are dead in trespasses and sin. 

Therefore, if we indulge in and share with them in their pleasures, we 

are turning our backs on Jesus, and all he has done for us. 

   There is no better way to strengthen ourselves than by putting our 

hearts into ecclesial work, and be laborers together with God in the 

most noble work that man can set his hand to. To be successful, 

ecclesial work must be harmonious. While we all possess individual 

liberty that does not mean that we each have the right to have our own 

way in ecclesial affairs. That would mean confusion and complete lack 

of order. The only reasonable course is for the lesser number to abide 

by the wishes of the majority.  

   An individual may think that his way is the better way, and might 

feel hurt that his plan is not accepted; but he must not let pride enter in 

and develop bitterness, and refuse cooperation with the larger number. 

By all means, let us beware of pride in all its forms for, “The Lord of 

hosts hath purposed it, to stain the pride of all glory, and to bring into 

contempt all the honorable of the earth”—Isa. 23:9. 

   There is a beautiful way in which ecclesial work can be operated, 

and Paul informs us concerning it. “Speaking the Truth in love, may 

grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: From 

whom the whole body (that is, the ecclesia) fitly joined together and 

compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the 

effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the 

body unto the edifying of itself in love” (Ephes. 4:15-16). 

This edifying, or building up of itself in love, must never be lost 

sight of, nor give place to any personal ambitions generated by self-

esteem and a desire to have our own way in everything. 



341 —Berean 2016 

 

 

It was the determined purpose of Jesus to always do those things 

that pleased the Father. That also should be our determined purpose, for 

Paul has said, “We beseech you brethren, and exhort you by the Lord 

Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please 

God”—1 Thes. 4:1. 

By doing the things that please the Father, we will develop an 

effectual preparedness that will give us the necessary strength to 

withstand the various forms of temptation by which we are confronted. 

All too often we hear the sad story of some who have fallen away 

from the Truth. Instead of applying their hearts unto wisdom that would 

have given them the strength to walk in the Truth and please God. They 

slumbered and slept while others carried on the work of the Truth. 

When temptation came, they were not prepared, and soon fell prey to 

the fiery darts of the wicked. 

God does not plant the Truth in our hearts in the same manner as we 

plant seeds in our gardens. He has placed the riches of His wisdom 

within the reach of all of us, and has given us the capacity to 

understand and appreciate His incomparable goodness. 

If we would have our minds and hearts filled with His great riches, 

then we must seek for it as for silver, and search for it as for hid 

treasure; watching daily at the gates of wisdom. Then when the time 

comes, and we are tempted to gratify some craving of the flesh that is 

not in harmony with divine principles, or if we someday be inclined to 

presume upon God’s mercy and protection, or should we be induced to 

obtain some temporal advantage by identifying ourselves with the 

enemies of the Truth, let us stop and think, and turn our minds back to 

the days of the ministry of Jesus, “Who, when he was reviled, reviled 

not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed his cause 

to him that judgeth righteously”—1 Pet. 2:23. 

Then let us look out into the wilderness of Judea and behold the 

tired and hungry Jesus as he overcame the lust of the flesh, the lust of 

the eye and the pride of life. And then let us listen to him while he 

employed the Scripture of Truth to defend himself. 

If we do, we will find ourselves in the company of David, and be 

able to repeat the words from Psalm 120, “In my distress, I cried unto 

the Lord, and he heard me.” 

These words of David bring to my mind the most severe test in the 

life of the Lord Jesus. He had told the disciples, “The Son of man shall 

be betrayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and they shall 
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condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, 

and to scourge, and to crucify him.” 

   On the night in which he was betrayed, he was in the garden of 

Gethsemane. Knowing what was ahead of him he prayed saying, 

“Father, if thou be willing remove this cup from me: nevertheless not 

my will, but thine be done.” 

   The use of the word CUP was a figurative expression meaning 

FATE. “And being in agony, he prayed more earnestly.” From there he 

went to death through a form of suffering of which there is no equal. 

   Brethren and Sisters, that is what Jesus did for us. The question 

we must ask ourselves is WHAT ARE WE DOING FOR HIM? 

   Let us not forget that, “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of 

the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 

   Therefore, “If we are kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving 

one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven us,” that is one 

beautiful way in which we can serve the Lord Jesus. 

                                                                               —Bro. GA Gibson 

                      

Meditations —Deity’s Ways No. 85 

 YOU are troubled at the un-Christlike ways of some in your 

meeting. You thought, when first you came among the 

Christadelphians, that everyone would be exemplary—gentle, kind, 

upright, pure. It is not strange, dear brother, that you should think thus. 

You have our sympathy. But do not be downcast. There is no real 

ground for disappointment. You have left some things out of account. 

You must not forget that the ecclesias as at present constituted are not 

the Kingdom, but merely a collection of imperfect men and women, in 

a state of preparation for it, and that many of these, according to divine 

intimation, are destined to turn out unworthy—abortions—styled by 

Paul mere wood, hay, stubble, and earth (1 Cor. 3:12; 2 Tim. 2:20). 

Reflect upon ecclesial life in the light of this revelation, and your 

surprise will cease. Remember that many in the brotherhood have only 

just started on the road of welldoing. To expect from such the ability 

and spirituality of an aged Paul is not reasonable. But you say that there 

are some who have been on the road for a long time who are far from 

satisfactory. True—if it were not so something would be wrong, the 

Scriptures would not be fulfilled. The brethren also would be lacking in 

opportunities for the display of patience and long-suffering, as divinely 

enjoined. If there were not the unruly, the feeble-minded, and the weak 



343 —Berean 2016 

 

 

in our midst, what scope would there be for carrying out such a duty as 

that referred to in 1 Thess. 5:14? Think again upon the subject, and you 

will see that the situation of which you complain is inevitable—that it 

is nothing more than what the Scriptures lead us to expect. Ecclesial 

life, more or less, is one of trial, and will continue so to be until Christ 

shall come. The experience, however, will end, and that gloriously for 

all who remain “stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of 

the Lord.” 

Reprove your brother, by all means, if occasion calls for it, but do 

so in the spirit of meekness, and with kindness. Likewise supplement 

your reproof always with words of encouragement and hope. A 

surgeon, after inflicting a wound, does not leave his patient to bleed 

and die, but binds up, and keeps a watchful eye on the case. When 

reproof is administered from a worthy motive, it is not difficult to do 

the right thing. It is when reproof is given from temper, out of spite and 

malice, that a brother fails, and prostitutes the apostolic command. 

Reproof has been designed as an instrument, not of torture, but of love, 

for the checking of sin and the improvement of sinners. If a brother can 

only reprove when his “monkey is up,” let him keep silence, and if he 

cannot do this, let him first direct his reproof self-wards. “Reprove, 

rebuke, exhort, with all long-suffering and doctrine.” These are the only 

permissible lines on which to work. “Long-suffering and doctrine”—

how much these words imply! They speak of gentle persuasion, much 

patience, God-like reasoning, under circumstances which to the 

reprover are disagreeable and painfully trying. Act on scriptural lines, 

and you will have nothing to regret. After you have reproved your 

brother you will be able to look him in the face, and you will have 

nothing to apologise to him for, when you reach the Kingdom. 

Remember, above all things, that you too may sin—that before the day 

is out your conduct may call for reproof (Gal. 6:1). 

“Hang Paul, let us have Christ,” were the words addressed to a 

brother by a man who was studying for “holy orders.” Remarkable 

language, but quite understandable when we take into account the men 

who instruct the budding divines. At the Manchester Congress, a short 

time since, Professor F. C. Burkitt, Norrisian Professor of Divinity at 

the Cambridge University, said (and his pronouncement, according to 

the report in The Morning Post, was received with cheers)—”There 

was no use in shirking the plain fact: we did not now receive St. Paul as 

an authority upon the origin of sin and death. The authority of the Bible 

had in these matters given place to geological and anthropological 
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science.” What influence will the Bible have upon the world when 

teaching such as this is not only tolerated in high quarters, but 

applauded? Fifty years ago the Church of England would have been in 

arms against such heresy. To-day it suffers it, in its meetings, in its 

pulpits, in its colleges. Surely, the darkness of Christendom is 

thickening, and the hour for Christ’s interference is near! Such 

wickedness against the Most High is truly unparalleled, and cannot live 

long. The sin of the ages has been that of wresting and misinterpreting 

His Word; now it is a question of abusing it, smiting it, and trampling it 

under foot, and alas, the evil work prospers—rapidly prospers. 

No right-minded brother could ever tire of the writings of Paul. He 

would know that to do so would be to tire of the truth. Such a brother is 

alive to the fact that the apostle’s words are an infallible standard of 

essential doctrine and a weighty reminder of duties which must be 

observed if God is to be pleased and salvation secured. To fall from this 

rightmindedness is, however, an easy matter, as events in connection 

with the inspiration controversy, of three-and-twenty years ago, so 

abundantly and painfully revealed. How can we safeguard ourselves 

against a fall? By periodically refreshing our memories as to Paul’s 

statements touching his own divine authority and apostleship and his 

Spirit-created ability to speak as no ordinary man—however 

intellectual and learned he might be—could do. The apostle’s 

assertions are plain, and they are spoken with an emphasis which shows 

that readers were not intended to miss the meaning. Here is an example 

of the apostle’s statements: “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the 

commandment of God” (1 Tim. 1:1). “The signs of an apostle were 

wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty 

deeds” (2 Cor. 12:12). “We speak, not in the words which men’s 

wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Spirit teacheth” (1 Cor. 2:13). 

“We command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 

Thess. 3:6). “Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions 

which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle” (2 Tim. 

2:15). “By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I 

preached unto you” (1 Cor. 15:2). With such statements as these before 

us, need we wonder that our first century brethren received Paul as “an 

angel of God, even as Christ Jesus” (Gal. 4:14). And were they not 

right? If Paul was a liar, or a deceived egotist, then they were wrong, 

and we are wrong who think as they did. But let the proof be 

forthcoming before we degrade Paul to the level of an ordinary man. 

                                                              —Bro. A.T. Jannaway — 1906 
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Principles of Righteousness  — Retracing Ones Steps 

If reconciliation is at all possible, even at the 11th hour, without breaching 
more commands in the process, then this should be attempted, especially 
since reconciliation and peace is the essence of God’s work through Christ. 
These earnest, untiring attempts, which may continue for years 
unknown to the ecclesia, should be the daily subject of prayer made 
powerful by self‐denial, love and the Christ‐like desire to glorify the 
Father, and the salvation of the erring spouse; all of which should be 
undertaken patiently and without the glare of ecclesial scrutiny. It is 
the reflection on these often too few and feeble attempts that leave 
problems unresolved, things unsaid, feelings cruelly ignored, 
legitimate needs and desires unrealised, let alone ever attempted to 
be understood which all too often implicates the “innocent spouse” in 
what at last becomes an ecclesial problem too late to fix―a problem 
which places unnecessary stress on more marriages and the unity of the 
body of Christ! But if remarriage has taken place, where is the scriptural 
evidence authorising the ecclesia to require a brother or sister to rescind 
another solemn lifelong binding vow? Is this not an encouragement in 
the very practice which the Lord Jesus Christ condemns in Matthew 
chapters 5 and 19? Shall such a brother or sister be required to continue 
in this sin of vow breaking, separation and divorce (1 Corinthians 7:14; 
Matthew 5) that God’s grace may abound? The apostle Paul answers, “By 
no means”. 

Bro. Dowling in recounting discussions he had with Bro. Roberts on this 
very subject states, “I wish to acknowledge my indebtedness to the late 
Bro. Roberts for instructions received from him on the matter now being 
discussed. We were in correspondence for several years and he was a 
visitor in my home… It was my good fortune to attend a meeting in 
company with Bro. Roberts where this crotchet (the teaching that one 
had to divorce or separate from a second marriage as evidence of 
bringing forth “fruits meet for repentance”) was discussed and he 
roundly denounced it in unmeasured terms… The tendency of such 
teaching is to ‘corrupt the Word of God’, ‘giving the adversary the 
advantage over us’, ‘causing the way of the truth to be evil spoken of’, (2 
Corinthians 2:11, 17; 2 Peter 2:2). The above is submitted with becoming 

humility, love and respect”* 

* “The Clapham Change” pages 19–20, July 31st 1940. 

Note: This is the correct Berean belief on this subject. Those who 
believe differently are following an incorrect doctrine that the 
Bereans were separated from in 1941 and 1971. (The Dawn and 
Four Points) 

Jerusalem Revisited  — 11 
OLIVET HOUSE, JERUSALEM, March, 1912. 

DEAR BROTHER WALKER,—As stated in the concluding paragraph 
of my last letter, there can be no doubt that Russia is in possession of 



                                                                                                           Berean 2016 —346 

  

the best points of vantage among the Mountains of Judah from a 
military and strategic point of view. In fact, so far as one can judge, 
everything is ripe for the carrying out of the divine programme marked 
out in Ezekiel 38. 

For instance, verses 14 to 16: “Say unto Gog, Thus saith the Lord 
God; In that day when my people of Israel dwelleth safely, shalt thou 
not know it? And thou shalt come from thy place out of the north parts, 
thou and many people with thee, all of them riding upon horses, a great 
company, and a mighty army: And thou shalt come up against my 
people of Israel, as a cloud to cover the land; it shall be in the latter 
days.” As to who the “many people” with this northern army are, verses 
2, 3, 5, and 6, supply the clue, “Magog,” “Persia,” “Ethiopia,” “Libya,” 
and “Gomer.” 

For the evidence that Germany and France are included in this 
“great company” and “mighty army,” under the names “Magog” and 
“Gomer,” I could but repeat what our far-seeing prophetic guide and 
brother, Dr. John Thomas, has advanced in part three, chapter five, of 
Elpis Israel. He has there clearly shown the important part that will be 
enacted by Germany and France. And, be it noted, he thus interpreted 
Ezekiel’s divine programme long before Germany or France dreamt of 
occupying the position on the “Mountains of Israel” which they now 
do. And the same can be said of what he foretold concerning the 
position of Russia. 

Germany is coming forward by leaps and bounds. Up there on the 
Mount of Olives, she has taken up, as it were, the position of right-hand 
help to the “King of the North.” For within the last two or three years 
she has bought a lot of land, not many hundreds of yards away on the 
right hand of the Russian settlement, in which is seen the very high 
Tower referred to in my letter No. 10. On this newly-acquired land 
Germany has established what is called the “Augusta Victoria 
Settlement,” containing an immense hospice, and she has emulated the 
example of Russia by erecting a similar Tower, which is said to be the 
equal in height to the Russian one. These two Towers and hospices 
dominate the Holy City to an extent that can only be adequately 
appreciated by a personal inspection; and the nearest approach to 
which, in fact, the next best thing, is what can be obtained by the aid of 
photography. 

Herewith is a picture I took with my camera while standing on a 
spur of Ophel, near the Mount Moriah, with the Valley of Jehoshaphat 
down below. On the immediate right is seen the “Hill of Offence,” 
described in my “Letter No. 4.” Then, in the centre of the summit of the 
“Mount of Olives,” is the tall Russian Tower, and on the left hand the 
German Settlement, with the newly erected and equally high Tower. 
Down below, in between the Russian and German boundaries, as it 
were, is a large Moslem cemetery, surrounded by a stone wall. I have 
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good cause to remember that cemetery; for, on Sunday afternoon, when 
out picture-getting, I thoughtlessly roamed into the sacred burying-
place, and, not knowing where I was treading, got among the tombs; 
and, being alone and seeing some Bedouin-looking fellows in the 
distance approaching, I retraced my steps over tomb-stones; the faster I 
went, the faster they came, till we were mutually engaged in “showing 
our heels.” The incident is more pleasant in the recital than in the 
experience. I don’t like those fellows with their blunderbusses and 
daggers. 

It is claimed by the Germans that their Tower is 18 inches higher 
than the Russian, but I very much doubt it. To all appearances it is 
much less, although, of course, it may be by reason of its being more 
bulky. (Perhaps our architectural readers—brethren Lake, Sulley, and 
Co., will forgive such unarchitectural language by putting it down to F. 
G. J.’s ignorance of their technical vocabulary!) 

This enterprising attitude of Germany has even been noticed by a 
newspaper writer, who has put in print the following observations: 
“The German Emperor, with his wonderful enterprise and enthusiasm, 
has recently caused four very large and imposing German buildings to 
be erected in and about Jerusalem; a large Protestant Church within the 
city; a great and massive Roman Catholic Church outside the walls to 
the south; a great Roman Catholic Hospice outside the Damascus Gate; 
and the fourth, a Protestant Hospice on the Mount of Olives; the latter a 
very large and imposing erection, and beautifully decorated within. 
Round this latter extensive planting has been made, and is being 
continued. Part of the very large piece of land surrounding it consisted 
of a bed of flint, and this has been cleared away at great expense simply 
for the purpose of planting.” 

A little to the left of our picture, an Englishman, Sir John Gray Hill, 
has some land on the Mount, which he purchased more than twenty 
years ago, on which he has built himself a house, from which he has 
what he regards as (and I quite agree with him) “the most glorious view 
in the world.” “On the one side we look down upon the ‘Holy City,’ 
and the great area where the Temple once stood, and where the 
beautiful ‘Mosque of Omar’ (built, no doubt, out of the remains of the 
Temple) now stands. We see also the ‘Church of the Holy Sepulchre.’ 
On the other side we see spread before us the wilderness of Judea, 
which descends to the Jordan Valley and the Dead Sea, 4,000 feet 
below us (for we are 2,700 feet above the Mediterranean, and the Dead 
Sea, which generally shows like one entire sapphire in the brilliant 
sunshine, is 1,300 feet below it). Beyond are the mountains of Moab, 
with their great gorges and purple shadows. And, to the North, we see 
many of the Old Testament villages, Rama, Mizpah, Michmash and 
others. Thus we look upon ground, which attracts the greatest of human 
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interest, and the widest of human sympathies. If, then, we are 
enthusiastic about the Holy Land, you will understand why.” 

Sir John Gray Hill has been asked, in irony no doubt, and with a sly 
dig at the Russian-German rivalry, when he is going to erect an English 
Tower 18 inches higher than his neighbours’? When I was informed of 
this, I thought—”Ah! how little do you people know that Great Britain 
is not destined to form one of such a trinity, but is to maintain, to the 
“Time of the end,” an attitude of “splendid isolation” (so termed by 
Lord Rosebery), in order to combat the Northern Confederacy on the 
“Mountains of Israel.” 

True, she will be defeated in the conflict (Zechariah 14:2); but, 
“all’s well that ends well.” God will permit Great Britain to be turned 
back, and her army routed, to prevent an “arm of flesh” taking the 
praise due to His great name. Britain’s evil hour will be God’s 
opportunity—”Then shall the Lord go forth and fight against those 
nations, as when he fought in the day of battle” (Zechariah 14:3). with 
the result, says God— “Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify 
myself; and I will be known in the eyes of many nations, and they shall 
know that I am the Lord” (Ezekiel 38:23). Such would not be were 
England allowed to drive the Russian invader out of the Holy Land: for 
the British are not naturally disposed to give glory to God. This is seen 
even in our boasted “Christian” House of Commons. I have just been 
reading, in the Daily Mail, of an unusual scene in “The House”—
”nearly every seat was occupied when the Chaplain read prayers!” The 
reason was not reverence for Deity, but to be sure of a seat during an 
anticipated “row in the House.” No, God would not be praised, nor 
sanctified, by a British success in Palestine — It would be “Well done, 
Bobs!” or, “Bravo, Kitchener!” 

Nevertheless, Britain will be rewarded for her attempt to deliver 
God’s ancient people, as all who help them always are (Num. 24:9; 
Psalm 122:6). Her reward will be to help fill the Holy Land with “the 
holy people” by gathering the “outcasts from afar,” and that too, by 
means of her ships, styled in the Scriptures— “the ships of Tarshish.” 
Isaiah vividly depicts the enterprise thus, in ch. 18:1, 2—“Ho! Land of 
widely overshadowing wings, extending from beyond to rivers of Cush, 
which sendeth by sea whirling things even upon vessels of swiftness on 
the surface of waters. Go swiftly, ye fleet messengers, to a people 
terrible from this and onward; a nation prostrate and trodden down, 
whose land rivers have trodden down” (I use the literal translation of 
Dr. John Thomas). 

That movement will not be simply an Anglo-Israelitish Alliance, 
but a matter of world-wide concern, for Isaiah proceeds in the next 
verse to add— “All ye inhabitants of the world, and dwellers on the 
earth, see ye when he lifteth up an ensign on the mountains, and when 
he bloweth a trumpet, hear ye.” This “Ensign,” the prophet had 
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previously revealed (Isa. 11:10), would be “a Root of Jesse,” which 
prophecy the Lord Jesus applied to himself when he said: “I am the root 
and offspring of David, and the bright and morning star” (Rev. 22:16). 
Here, on the very Mount where “Gog of the land of Magog,” and all his 
army are planting their tents, in their very midst Christ will appear, for 
Zechariah distinctly says (14:4): “And his feet shall stand upon the 
Mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the East.” There will be 
no mistaking this Deliverer, as is evident from what Zechariah says, in 
verse 10 of chapter 12: “They shall look upon me whom they have 
pierced, and they shall mourn for him as one mourneth for his only son, 
and they shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his 
first born.” Like Joseph in the midst of his repentant brethren, so will 
Jesus be in the midst of his converted kith and kin: he will be moved by 
their genuine sorrow, and being in their very midst he “will save the 
tents of Judah first” (Zech. 12:7). 

Not only Russia and Germany, but France also will have despoiling 
intentions regarding “the land brought back from the sword,” for it has 
been overwhelmingly proved by Dr. John Thomas, in Elpis Israel, part 
3, chapter 5, that “Gomer” mentioned in Ezek. 38:6, is none other than 
France. His references to, and extracts from, Josephus, Diodorus 
Siculus, Strabo, Gibbon, and others, place the matter of identification 
beyond question. And Dr. Thomas’ interpretation is borne out by facts 
here in the Holy City, at this very moment. Within a stone’s throw of 
where I am writing up my diary, just outside the New Gate (or the “Bâb 
es Sultan Abd ul Hamid,”  as it is called by the natives), there is that 
huge Hospice of the French, called the “Notre Dame de France.” Really 
a Hospice, Monastery and Church combined. It belongs to the 
Assumptionist Augustinians, and will accommodate, I am told, three 
thousand persons. There is a colossal statue of the Madonna and Child 
upon the roof, which leaves the onlooker in no manner of doubt as to its 
ownership. Next to it is the French “Hospital of St. Louis;” and, on the 
opposite side, the French “Convent of the Soeurs Réparatrices.” The 
“Notre Dame de France” completely dwarfs all the surrounding 
buildings, and can be seen for miles. Yes, the entire Gogian 
Confederacy is represented here, not only by its many and variegated 
buildings, but by the Consuls of Russia, Germany, France, Italy, 
Austria, Spain, Greece, Sweden, Holland, and last, but not least, that of 
Persia. True, while this farce of a war between Turkey and Italy is 
proceeding, the Italian Consul has been withdrawn; but that is a mere 
detail, soon rectified when the right moment comes. But Britain and 
things British are “not in it.” Even “a straw will show which way the 
wind blows;” and so I might incidentally mention that the British 
Consul has difficulty in getting 60 or 70 British subjects to come 
together, to do homage to “the flag on which the sun never sets.” 
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We had quite a startling sensation a few evenings ago. We had just 
risen from dinner, and were returning through a long corridor to the 
main portion of “Olivet House,” when the whole side of the building 
facing the Mount of Olives was in a flood of light. I rushed to one of 
the corridor windows, and there, right across the city, up on the Mount 
of Olives, where the Russian and German towers are, a searchlight was 
being operated. I heard it could be seen by ships in the Mediterranean, 
somewhere about 35 miles away. I enquired what it meant, and was 
told the Russians and Germans thus amused themselves sometimes. 
Having in mind the thoughts which I have tried to express in this and 
my previous letter, I could not refrain from ejaculating— “Tell that to 
the Marines!” 

Beyond question, these progressive movements on the part of 
Russia, Germany, France, and Co., are all part of the divine programme 
as detailed by Ezekiel. It is as plain as a pikestaff to a student of 
prophecy, that everything is ripe for these aggressive Powers to swoop 
down upon the “unwalled villages,” in “the Land that is brought back 
from the sword,” “the desolate places that are now inhabited” by a 
“people that are gathered out of the nations, which have gotten cattle 
and goods, that dwell in the midst of the Land,” even upon “the 
mountains of Israel,” which dwell safely all of them, although from a 
modern point of view they dwell “without walls, and having neither 
bars, nor gates.” 

However, I must leave my information about those unwalled 
villages, or Jewish Colonies, till my next letter: suffice it to say that the 
evidence I have to reveal is as startling as it is cheering to the 
“Watchers on Zion.” And, moreover, the facts and figures will be 
absolutely unique, never having before appeared in print.  

— Affectionately your fellow-pilgrim, with eyes Zionwards, FRANK 

G. JANNAWAY. 

 
A Prophet's Reward 

"He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive 
a prophet's reward ... whoso shall give to drink unto one of these little 
ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto 
you, he shall in no wise lose his reward"—Matthew 10:42.  

SOME have concluded from these words that salvation will be 
ensured by mere acts of kindness, irrespective of that reception of and 
conformity to the Faith of Christ which the apostles preached as 
essential. This would be to put Christ in contradiction with himself, for 
he clearly taught what his apostles afterwards more abundantly made 
manifest: that none could be saved but those who believed in him and 
obeyed his commandments.  
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It is evident that Jesus means no mere philanthropy, but kindness 
arising from a full perception and hearty endorsement of the principles 
and aims identified with the apostolic work. His words assume the 
reception of the Faith of Christ on the part of those receiving and 
helping the apostles or their work.  

Their special value lies in the intimation they give us that men may 
share in the apostolic blessedness to come, who have no opportunity of 
taking the direct and public part of the apostles themselves, if they so 
approve and appreciate their work as to help it by all the facilities in 
their power, even if amounting to nothing larger than the cup of cold 
water.                                                         —Bro. Roberts 1887  

 

Day for a Year 
There is not only God's express declaration to Ezekiel (4:6), 

concerning the 390 days and the 40 days he was to exhibit himself 
recumbently to the inhabitants of Jerusalem: "I have appointed thee 
each day for a year," but there are quite a number of plain examples of 
such use, especially in fulfilled prophecy. 

The 40 days’ journey of the spies was made the basis of a 40 years’ 
wandering of Israel in the wilderness (Num. 14:34). 

The 70 weeks (490 days) of Daniel (9:24), had their exact 
fulfillment in 490 years from B.C. 456 to A.D. 34. 

The three times and half, or 1260 days, of the little horn of Daniel's 
fourth beast (Dan. 7:25) have had their historic counterpart in the 1260 
years of Papal coercive ascendancy among the nations. 

So with the five months (150 days) twice repeated (300 days) of the 
Saracenic locusts (Rev. 9:5-10) in the 300 years of rise, culmination 
and decline. 

Also the hour, day, month and year (391 days) of the Turkish four-
waved mission {Rev. 9:15) in the 391 years of the interval from their 
complete preparation to the capture of Constantinople. 

Also 1260 years of the testimony of the witnesses in sackcloth 
(Rev. 11:3); as well as a few minor coincidences, such as the 
development of Constantine as the imperial man-child of the church 
280 years from the day of Pentecost (280 days being the literal 
gestation period of human incubation), and the development of the 
Pope 280 years from Constantine's first ecclesiastical council, being 
again after the analogy of the literal gestation period. 

A man must be ignorant of the purpose of God and the working out 
of that purpose in the history of the world to have any doubts of the day 
for a year principle.                  —Bro. Roberts, 1891 
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Jews and Gentiles in relation to the New 

Covenant  

We come now to the consideration of the difficulty seemingly 

involved in Paul's doctrine when regarded in the light of Ezekiel's 

testimony. Jesus is now the High Priest of God, and the only one that 

exists, or ever will exist in relation to man. He has had no rival since 

the Mosaic Covenant “vanished away.” He is God's High Priest for 

those, both Jews and Gentiles, who have been reconciled to God 

through His name—that is, who believe God's promises concerning the 

Kingdom, and the things concerning Jesus, and have been united to His 

name by Baptism. This is equivalent to saying, who have been 

reconciled through the belief and obedience of the Gospel of the 

Kingdom—through the obedience of faith. Of the things concerning 

Jesus are the things pertaining to His divine Sonship, His spotless and 

unblemished character, His sacrificial death and resurrection, etc., 

constituting Him God's Lamb, holy and without blemish, having 

neither spot, nor wrinkle, nor any such thing, of His own free will once 

offered to bear the sins of many. Thus He was at once the Sacrifice and 

the Priest; for He offered up Himself; as He said: “I lay down My Life 

for the sheep. Therefore doth My Father love Me, because I lay down 

My Life, that I might take it up again. No man taketh it from Me, but I 

lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to 

take it up again. This commandment have I received of My-Father.” 

(Heb. vii. 27; John x. 15, 17, 18). Being thus the Lamb slain, He 

resumed His life, and entered into the presence of God before whom He 

stands as the blood-sprinkled Ark of the Covenant (Rev. xi. 19), in 

whom is deposited the law hereafter to go forth from Zion, and the life 

of His sheep (Col. iii. 3), whose sins He bears away (Heb. ix. 28); and 

thus they are sanctified by the dedicated Covenant through the once 

offering of His body; so that “by one offering He hath perfected forever 

them that are sanctified.” (Heb. x. 10, 14).  

Now these sanctified ones are a purified people, whose “hearts,” or 

minds and dispositions, have been “purified by faith” (Acts xv. 9)—

faith in the promises of God, and in “the blood of sprinkling which 

speaks better things than the blood of Abel.” The blood of Jesus is the 

blood of sprinkling which gushed forth from his side as “an offering” 

or purification “for sin.” The poor in spirit and the meek, the honest and 

good hearts, that by faith appreciate the virtue of this sprinkled blood, 

and have become the subjects of repentance and remission in His name, 

are said to be “sprinkled from an evil conscience,” and to have “washed 
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the body with pure water.” (Heb. x. 22). They are “the children of the 

promise,” or covenant; because in becoming Christ's, they have 

believed the promises, and been purified by “the blood of the 

Covenant.” As yet they walk by faith in the things believed, and not by 

sight. Faith, which is “the substance of things hoped for, and the 

evidence of things not seen,” is the mirror which reflects the things of 

the approaching future, and presents them to the believer's mind, as 

though he were beholding, and personally in the presence of the very 

things themselves. Hence, it is said to such, “Ye are come unto Mount 

Zion, and unto the City of the Living God, to Jerusalem the heavenly, 

and to myriads of angels, to a general convocation, even to an assembly 

of first-borns enrolled for the heavens (en ouranois), and to God the 

Judge of all, and to the spirits of the just made perfect, and to Jesus the 

Mediator of the New Covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling which 

speaks better things than that of Abel” (Heb. xii. 22)—ye are come by 

faith to these things, which at present ye do dimly contemplate, but 

which ye shall see no longer as through a glass darkly, but face to face 

in the presence of the Lord.  

Now these, whose hearts are sprinkled and their bodies washed, are 

the only people on the earth since the entrance of Jesus into the 

presence of God, for whom He officiates as “High Priest over the 

House of God.” (Heb. x. 21; iii. 6). They are God's temple, “the true 

tabernacle, which the Lord pitched and not man.” (Heb. viii. 2). For 

forty years this temple co-existed with that in Jerusalem; but since the 

destruction of the latter it is the only temple of God upon the earth, 

where gifts and offerings, called “spiritual sacrifices” (1 Pet. ii. 5, 9) 

are offered acceptably to His name. They become acceptable in being 

presented through Jesus Christ. They who do the worship (and they are 

all the faithful) enter into this holy place, or heavenly, which as a whole 

they constitute, with the sprinkled blood of the covenant upon their 

hearts. Purified once through faith in the blood-sprinkled covenant of 

promise, hereafter to become the law of the Kingdom, there is in their 

case no more sacrifice for sin; “for by one offering He hath perfected 

for ever them that are sanctified.” Yet, though thus sanctified, they 

continue to offer spiritual sacrifices. All this is worshipping the Father 

in spirit and in truth; which is the only service acceptable to Him, while 

His Kingdom is in ruins, and prostrate at the feet of the Gentiles.  

But this worship in spirit and in truth, expressed in confession of the 

Hope (Heb. x. 23, Homologia tes elpidos, confession of the Hope, and 

not “profession of our faith,” as in the Authorised Version, Rom. x. 9, 
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10), etc., praise and prayer; in baptism; and in eating and drinking of 

the symbols on the Table of the Lord, is the unburdensome privilege of 

those only who through faith in the Covenant and its blood have 

become “heirs of the Kingdom.” When this is set up in Palestine, the 

service is changed in form, but not in principle; and from social 

becomes national. In the national service, the higher priesthood, which 

consists of Jesus and “the children God has given him,” all immortal by 

resurrection or transformation, though they offer the fat and the blood, 

it is for the people and not for themselves. They need no more sacrifice 

for sin; but being “priests unto God” (Rev. v. 10), there needs must be 

something for them to offer on account of the worshippers for whom 

they officiate. The New Covenant, which we now accept as a matter of 

faith and hope, has not yet been made with the House of Judah and 

Israel. If it had, they would now be a united nation in Palestine. It will 

be made with them when they are grafted into their own olive, and not 

before. At the engrafting, there will be a great national celebration, 

called “a delivering of the Covenant” (Ezek. xx. 37— be-masoreth ha-

berith)—A delivering of the New Covenant from Zion (Mic. iv. 2), 

with a glorious, but not such a terrible, display of power as when the 

Covenant was delivered from Sinai. The nation, or Twelve Tribes, 

having been brought at length to acknowledge Jesus as High Priest and 

King, are received into favour; and being under the New Covenant, as 

in former years they were under the Old, Jehovah becomes merciful to 

their unrighteousness, and proclaims everlasting oblivion of all their 

past individual and national offences by virtue of the royal blood of the 

Covenant, the preciousness of which they then perceive and appreciate. 

This amnesty, however, benefits that generation only to which the 

Covenant is delivered and by which it is accepted. It affects not the 

generations of Israel's rebellious dead; they are the “cut off from the 

people.”  

Now, the question remains, when thus reconciled to God through 

the blood of His Son, is the nation to have a religious service or 

worship; and if they are, what is to be its principle, and what its form? 

No one who understands the Bible would affirm, that the Twelve 

Tribes of Israel were to live in their own land under the New Covenant 

for 1,000 years without any national religious worship. To affirm this 

would be to say in effect that God had prepared a Royal Priesthood for 

His Kingdom, but had provided no service for them to perform. This is 

inadmissible for a moment. There will be a service under the New 

Covenant as there was under the Old. Its principle will be memorial, 

not typical; even the extension of the principle upon which is now 
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celebrated the death and resurrection of Jesus. Hence the 

“reconciliation” will be a memorial reconciliation made perfect by the 

blood of the Covenant which institutes it. The reconciliation of the Old 

Covenant was typical and imperfect; because the dedication blood, 

being merely that of bulls and goats, could not perfect the conscience in 

taking away of sins. When the Prince under the New Covenant 

“prepares for himself, and for all the people of the land, a bullock for a 

sin offering” (Ezek. xlv. 22), it is memorial of his own sacrifice of 

himself, and memorial of the reconciliation which the people enjoy 

through the blood of the Covenant with which, through faith in it, their 

hearts will be sprinkled then, as the true believers are at present.  

Such is the principle of the amended “service which pertains to the 

Israelites” (Rom. ix. 4). The form thereof is detailed in Ezekiel more at 

large than we can present it here. It is a service not of spiritual 

sacrifices, but of bloody sacrifices of spiritual significance. The lower 

order of the priesthood, mortal Levites, slay them for the people, and 

pass the fat and blood from the tables at the North Gate to the Altar, 

where they are burned and sprinkled by the higher or immortal priests, 

“the seed of Zadok,” before the Lord. The past sins of the nation having 

been amnestied at the delivering of the Covenant, there is thenceforth 

no more remembrance of sins once a year. The old Mosaic annual 

atonement on the tenth day of the seventh month, at which the tribes 

were to “afflict their souls,” is not revived under the New Covenant. It 

will form no part of the service, then. It was one of those things made, 

or appointed, that was removed when the Lord shook the Mosaic 

heaven by the Roman power. There will be no Laver of water between 

the Temple and the Altar for the seed of Zadok to wash themselves 

before they enter the Temple. These washings and carnal ordinances 

are also abolished; for those who approach the Altar, and enter in, are 

like their Prince, holy and undefiled, being devoid of evil in the flesh.  

Much more might be said upon these interesting and important 

matters, but we must at present refrain. Knowing the ignorance that 

prevails upon the subject here exhibited, we did not feel at liberty to 

answer our beloved sister's letter in fewer words. We have endeavoured 

to unfold what has been revealed as the best exhibition of the 

agreement between the Prophets and the Apostles. The reader being 

now, therefore, in possession of the premises, will be able to draw 

many more conclusions for himself than at present occur, or can be 

conveniently reported at this time.  

—Bro. J. Thomas Herald of the Kingdom and Age to Come 1851 
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Hints For Bible Markers 

The Psalms 

Psalm 6 

Psalm 6:2 

Have mercy upon me, O LORD; for I am weak: O LORD, heal 

me; for my bones are vexed. 
Sometimes it is difficult to see Christ in the Psalms. Other times it is 

very easy. Worldly commentators rarely see Christ in the Psalms, as 

with most Christians. It must be very blatant for them to accept a 

Psalm of Christ. They seek to ascribe this Psalm to David when he 

is ill. Certainly David wrote this Psalm during a time of trouble. 

Most assuredly this is a Psalm of Christ, which the Spirit by the 

apostles is instruct us it was. Jesus suffered more than any man in 

his struggle to overcome sin. Bearing human nature, he understood 

weakness. He also understood nature Divine. “What is man, that 
thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him? 
For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast 

crowned him with glory and honor.” (Psalms 8:4-5) Truly, Jesus did 

understand suffering. 
Whether we take this Psalm, or in particular this verse, as 

being David's, Christ's, or the cry of the Saints, that collective body 

of which Jesus is the head, we see that God's children are permitted 

to come into intense trouble as part of their probation. As Christ 

pointed out in Matthew 5 those who are “blessed” are the poor in 

spirit, they that mourn, the meek, the persecuted, and the reviled. 

Even as Paul told the Thessalonians, “That no man should be 
moved by these afflictions: for yourselves know that we are 
appointed thereunto. For verily, when we were with you, we told you 
before that we should suffer tribulation; even as it came to pass, 

and ye know.” (1 Thessalonians 3:3-4) 
It is also interesting to consider that the Hebrew word used 

for bone in this 2nd verse of Psalm 6 is frequently used for the 

“bones of the dead”. “And whosoever toucheth one that is slain with 
a sword in the open fields, or a dead body, or a bone of a man, or a 

grave, shall be unclean seven days.” (Numbers 19:16). “And 
Moses took the bones of Joseph with him: for he had straitly sworn 
the children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit you; and ye shall 

carry up my bones away hence with you.” (Exodus 13:19) Food for 

thought. 
  

    Continued next month should the Lord will                                                                        bro. Beryl Snyder 

 


