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Ecc1esial News
EDMONTON, AB - Memorial Meeting, 11:00 a.m.-bro. Pat Armstrong,
9203144 Avenue, Unit 105, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada TSE2H7; phone

(780) 633-7530.

MY dearly beloved brethren and sisters in the Hope that we
share.

Time has gone by so fast, and here we are again on the verge
of another Hye Gathering, and I am sure that if this year's
Gathering is as good as last year, then we will all have a very
uplifting time, as with the London Gathering.

This past year they were both an OASIS in the wilderness,
and do we not need these Gatherings brethren and sisters,
where we can come together in sweet fellowship, and be
strengthened and uplifted in our most HOLY Faith? This we
certainly need in these last evil days.

In the exciting Signs of the Times we have just seen Russia
take Crimea and now have over 40,000 troops on the border of
Ukraine, and Russia says that they don't have any troops there.

Russia has a clear route to the Mediterranean, and to Is
rael. In these things we can see that Russia is on the move,
brethren and sisters. The world continues to be filled with
violence, uprising and now this has happened to Ukraine.
Today's news has reported a Russian attack-jet has made 12
dives at a US ship in the Black Sea, and a Russian ship is
following that same ship.

Brethren and sisters, Christ is at the door, will we be ready
when he comes!

With love to all that are holding fast to the Truth
bro. Pat Armstrong

FRATERNAL GATHERINGS (If The Lord Will)
HVE, TX-Mon., July 28-Sun., Aug. 3-bro. Dan Clubb, 4015 Black Oak
Dr., Carrollton, Texas, USA 75007. Phone (972) 939-5005; Email:
danclubb@verizon.net.
LONDON, ON-Sat., & Sun., Oct. 11 & 12-bro. David Clubb, 42 Oneida
Rd., London, Ontario, Canada N5V 2X1; Phone (519) 451-4063; Fax (519)
451- 9627; Email: kdclubb@rogers.com
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Studies and Thoughts BY BROTHER JOHN THOMAS

AMBASSADORS TO THE NATIONS
That, subsequently to the overthrow of the Russo-Assyrian

Gog and before the dethronement of the House of Brunswick,
the abolition of the Established Church, the suppression ofall
ecclesiastical orders, State and Non-Conformist, the imprison
ment ofthe rulers and nobles, the dispersion ofthe two Houses
ofParliament and the assumption ofpower and dominion over
the populations ofthe British Empire by the Saints, "JESUS OF
NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS," will send ambassa
dors from Jerusalem to the British Government and people, an
nouncing his purposes with respect to them and demanding their
entire and unreserved submission to his authority and will.

This will be in conformity with the divine custom at the
epoch of all past great retributive crises of the world -PROC
LAMATIONS OF REPENTANCE, DIVINELY ATTESTED,
PRECEDE THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD.

Take the overthrow of the antediluvian world, the punish
ment of Egypt, the destruction of Jerusalem and the fall of
Pagan Rome for examples. Jehovah commissioned Noah to the
first, Moses to the second, John, Jesus and his apostles to the
third, and the apostles and their co-labourers to the fourth,
for a witness to all the nations of the habitable. And shall final
destruction fall upon the myriads of Europe, Asia, America
and Australasia, "who cannot discern their right hand from
their left, and the much cattle they contain," unpreceded by a
proclamation warning them of the evil at hand, ready for the
destruction of the refractory and contumacious?

We answer, No. Proclamation will be made by the First An
gel Company to the dwellers on earth saying-"Fear God, and
give glory to Him, because the hour ofHisjudgment has come"
(Rev. 14:6).

Fair warning will be given that the time is come for Jehovah
Elohim, the Holy One of Israel, to show strength with His
arm, to scatter the proud in the imagination of their hearts, to
put down the mighty from their thrones, to exalt them of low
degree, to fill the hungry with good things, to send the rich
empty away, and to help His servant Israel in remembrance of
His mercy, as He spake to their fathers, to Abraham and his
seed, FOR THE AlON (Luke 1:55).-Herald, 1858
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THE STRENGTH OF THE MIGHTY ONES
The Eternal Spirit said to Abraham, Ani Ail Shaddai, "I

the Strength of the Mighty Ones" (Gen. 17:1); i.e. ''All those
Mighty Ones of whom you have heard, who were engaged in
forming the heavens and the earth; and who recently con
founded the speech of all the earth, are about soon to over
whelm Sodom and Gomorrah-I AM THE POWER by Whose
Spirit they did it all; therefore "walk before ME, and be thou
perfect."

This was a great principle established in the minds ofAbra
ham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses-that it mattered not how many
Mighty Ones they might see, or have interviews with, they
were not objects of worship for them; but were themselves
Created Powers, whose existence, glory, and might, were all of
Him-the UNCREATED AND ETERNAL SPIRIT. They were
not the Elohim of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The Spirit
claimed this for his individual self.

Not that there were one, two, three, or a multitude of Elo
him of Abraham then actually existent in the Spirit or Godhead;
but, it was the pleasure of the Eternal Spirit, that there should
at a future period be a multitude of Abrahamic Elohim, who
should constitute A DIVINE FAMILY; and not a wit inferior to
"the Sons of the Dawn, the Sons of God," who shouted for joy
when they beheld the result of the wonders of the Creation
Week. Hence, the Eternal Spirit, in imposing upon Himself a
Name, selected a word which should point towards this won
derful future Manifestation of Spirit. There had been previous
manifestations of Spirit; and the then-already-existent Elohim
were its fruit. But now a new manifestation of Elohim, or Sons
of God, out of human flesh and spirit.-Herald, 1858

THE MEMORIAL NAME
"Elohim said to Moses;" (i.e., they who delivered the words

of the Spirit: the Eternal Spirit sent them to say for Him)-"I
SHALL BE WHO I SHALL BE: tell Israel I SHALL BE has
sent me, Moses unto you. I SHALL BE the Mighty Ones ofyour
fathers, the Mighty Ones ofAbraham, the Mighty Ones ofIsaac,
the Mighty Ones of Jacob: this is MY NAME for an Olahm
(Aion, or Millenium) and this MY MEMORIAL for a genera
tion ofa race" (Ex. 3:14-15).

The memorial in its simplest form is ehyeh asher ehyeh, "I
shall be who I shall be." Asher, "who," the relative pronoun in
112 Berean 2014



this Memorial, is both singular and plural , masculine and femi
nine. It will therefore stand for "ten thousand times ten thou
sand," as well as for two, or three. The other two words of the
Memorial are the first person singular, future tense of the verb
hahyah, "to be." In this memorial, the Eternal Spirit is the
"I " ; and the Elohim of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, are the
"who," of whom it is memorialized they "shall be. " The reader
will observe that it is NOT "I shall be who tihyenah, THEY
shall be"; for, although "who" refers to a plurality when devel
oped, is but the manifestation of the One Eternal Spirit.

When this Spirit-Manifestation is developed it constitutes
the Name for an Olahm. The word olahm signifies any thing
hidden. The Name is for a period still hidden in the future; and
therefore, without defining the length of the period, termed
simply olahm, hidden. The Name is multitudinous, embrac
ing, " ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thou
sands" (Dan . 7:10, Rev. 5 :11) at the head ofwhom is he, who is
"altogether lovely" (Cant. 5 :16); nevertheless, all One Spirit,
out of whom and by whom "th ey are manifested."

This name is not apocalypsed or revealed in the Mosaic
Olahm. It was verbally defined, and in that definition we find
"Name" and "Glory" used synonymously. Moses said, "I be
seech Thee show me Thy Glory;" and the Spirit replied "1 will
make all My goodness pass before thee, and 1 will proclaim the
Name ofEhyeh before thee: but thou canst not see My face: for
there shall no man see Me and live" (Ex. 33:18-20).

Glory and Goodness in Spirit-organization constitute the
Name of Ehyeh. It was verbally proclaimed in the words
"Ehyeh or Jehovah, Jehovah Ail, merciful and gracious, long
suffering and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy
for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin,
and that will not clear (the disobedient), visiting the iniquity of
the fathers upon the children and upon the children 's children
unto the third and fourth. " "Thou shalt worship for Ail no
other; for Jehovah whose name is Jealous a jealous Ail is He"
(Ex. 34 :6, 14).

In Exodus 24:10, Moses tells us, at least the Common Ver
sion does, that he and seventy-three others "saw the God of
Israel." We should err, however, if we suppose that he meant
they saw Ail, the Uncreated Spirit: "no man can see Him and
live." He says they saw "the Elohim ofIsrael" depositories and
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embodiments of the Eternal Spirit who shone out in glory in
the presence of the Elders. The appearance under the feet of
the Elohim, whose feet were also the feet of the Spirit, and
therefore styled "His feet," was-'l1s it were a paved work of
sapphire stone, and as it were the body ofheaven for clearness. "

The whole was a Spirit-Manifestation, and illustrative of
what is yet to appear in the midst ofIsrael , when the Elohim
of Abraham, constituting the name of Ehyeh, shall be
apocalypsed on Mount Zion.

The Memorial Name exhibited in Moses' writings, is not sim
ply a word of four letters given to an abstraction for a name, as
men give names for their children; but a Name memorial of a
future manifestation of the Eternal Spirit; which manifestation
will not be of One through One Only; but of One in and through
ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands:
that the Name covers them all; and that consequently, the thou
sands of thousands, are but ONE JEHOVAH.

In regard to a Name being representative of a multitude,
we may refer the reader to the fact, that the Name of Ehyeh is
even now comprehensive of all the Saints living and dead; for
every on e who believes the promises, and the things concern
ing Jesus; and is immersed into the Name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, is "in God the Father and in
the Lord Jesus Anointed" (1 Thess. 1:1), and Christ is in him
by faith (E ph . 3:17). He is thus "in the Name" which is named
upon him, and of the Elohim elect, "waiting for the adoption,
or redemption of the body, " which results in " th e manifesta
tion of the Sons of God," at the Olahm, for which they are
prepared.-Herald, 1858

APOCALYPTIC HOLY CITY
Concerning the Apocalyptic Holy City, we would summarily

remark-
1. That John treats of the Holy City in two states; first, as

trodden under foot of the Gentiles, in which state it is the saints
prevailed against by Daniel's fourth beast; second, as no longer
trodden down, in which state it is the saints in possession ofthe
Kingdom under the whole heaven.

2. That the Holy Municipality, while trodden down, is physi
cally corruptible, in dishonor, weak and animal. But, when no
longer trodden down, is incorruptible, glorious, powerful and
spiritual.
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3. That its organization, glory, dominion, and so forth , are
represented in the description of Rev. 21.

4. That the saints are not a mere multitude, but an organi
zation grafted into the stock of Israel, and based upon the
apostles, Jesus being the Chief Corner, as represented in the
symbol.

5. That the New Jerusalem municipality is manifested not
at the end, but at the beginning of the 1,000 years, during
which "the nations ofthe being saved" (pres. part, pas.)-not of
nations whose salvation is perfected, but whose salvation is
progressing to the consummation of the 1,000 years-shall walk
in the light of its government and wisdom.

6. This Holy City, whose Builder and Architect is God, was
doubtless the City for which Abraham hoped (Heb. 11). He
looked, however, not for first class dwelling houses and public
buildings, with all the appurtenances thereof, with stables for
the Lord's cavalry (see Rev. 19), and so forth, all of gold, deco
rated with stones of fire, or precious stones, enclosed in a wall
of jasper, descending out of the clouds, or hovering balloon
fashion , over Mount Zion; but he looked for a City of which, he
himself will be a living stone, built into one of the palaces
thereof for a habitation of God by the Spirit.-Herald, 1858

Voyage ToAustralia And New Zealand
And Other Lands

(Conti nued)

Wednesday, Mar ch 18th, 1896-Left Hobart by the 8 a.m.
train for Launceston, the only other city of moment in Tas
mania, and situated on the north of the island, looking over to
Australia. The distance from Hobart to Launceston is not much
over a hundred miles as the crow flies, but the windings of the
railway among the hills, to avoid tunnelling, makes the dis
tance considerably greater. It took the train six hours to do
the distance. The route lay through a country more suited to
the artist than to the agriculturist-all hills and valleys, with
very little flat country.

The valleys and hill-slopes, however, are fairly cultivated.
At the last station before Launceston-St. Leonard's-a voice
outside the carriage said, "Here he is," and in came a brother
and sister of old English acquaintance-brother Stapleton, of
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Northwich, and Nellie Wood, of Tamworth, now his wife .
It is 20 years since they left England: or at least, since we

had met. We were all much changed: as is inevitable with per
ishing mortals, who are truly but as the flower that cometh
forth in the morning, and flourisheth , in the evening it is cut
down and sometimes sooner.

They had "knocked about" a good deal in Queensland in
railway work; came at last for health to Tasmania; and were
now settled down at St. Leonard 's-a quiet respectable town
ship of a few hundred souls, among whom they reckon as one
of the principal storekeepers.

Amid all their wanderings, the Truth has been the load-star
of their life.

At Launceston, I was taken charge of by brother and sister
Barnard, originally from Lincolnshire, England, and three years
in London, which they left three years ago , not from necessity,
but from an idea that it would be nice to follow a quiet farm
ing life.

When they came out, they found farming was not so nice in
Tasmania as in England, and wished themselves back. How
ever, they remained it the country: not to farm, but to open a
shop, which, after much struggle and toil , is fairly successful.

Their advent has been the means of establishing a nucleus
of the Truth in Launceston, and the Truth is really very gener
ally known about through their means. They meet regularly
with brother and sister Stapleton for the breaking of bread,
and Launceston alternately.

Besides these, there is a sister Colson in Launceston, who
has come to a knowledge of the Truth by their means: and a
brother Kite, at Devonport, and a sister Hopton (originally
from Leeds, England), at Beaconsfield, not many miles off. There
was a gathering of all those on the occasion of my visit.

There was a lecture on the night of my arrival: "Does Death
End All?" There was a large and attentive audience in the Tem
perance Hall, and a very favourable notice in the daily paper
next day.

* * *
Thursday, March 19th, 1896-After writing, wandered by

the river in the sunshine, discovering, however, that it was
frequented by mosquitoes, as well as occasional wayfarers.
Everything is mixed at present. The sunshine and the solitude
were delightful, but the mosquitoes otherwise.
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God could give us a combination of climatic conditions that
would have no drawback. He has promised to do so, and He
will fulfil His promise.

In the evening, I had a conversation with an interesting
unmarried lady who had been at the lecture, and who wished
an interview. She is a Baptist, and an earnest religious worker
according to the recognised methods.

She is not convinced of the Truth, but she is uneasy about
it, and feels that on one or two points, the orthodox position
is untenable.

Her leading difficulties turned on "the multitude of good
people," whom the Truth cut off from hope, and the manifest
work of the Spirit in their midst. I asked her if it were not
true what Paul said, that "all had sinned and come short of
the glory of God."

She could not but admit it. I asked her whether sinners
could be saved in their sins?

No. I asked her whether God had not appointed the belief
and obedience of the Gospel as the means of our justification?
I had to quote various Scriptures to get her full assent to this,
and assent was not very complete.

I asked, if that were so, how could there be any doubt as to
the position of those who neither knew nor obeyed the Gos
pel?

Oh, but she was sure the people she spoke of believed the
Gospel. This introduced the question : What is the Gospel? I
called her attention to the fact that the Gospel preached by
Christ was the Gospel of the Kingdom, and quoted statements
to show that the Gospel preached by the apostles after him
was the same, with the addition of the things concerning the
death and resurrection of Jesus.

She could not deny the testimony, but she could not possi
bly believe such a thing; and she would really think hard things
of God if He were to allow good people to perish because they
did not happen to know the Gospel.

I said that a complete knowledge of the Truth, dissipated
all feelings of that kind, and brought us to the attitude that
Jesus required, which was the attitude of true reason: viz., a
recognition that we were mere creatures of God, and sinners
besides ; and that it was for us, with the docility of little chil
dren, to submit implicitly to the appointments of God, what
ever they might be.
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We could not lay down the law to Him: it was for us to take
the law from Him.

We well knew we were mortal: this was because of sin. How
could we become immortal, except by His act? And could we
expect Him to act in opposition to His own appointments?
The Law of Moses was a powerful teacher on this head: a school
master leading to Christ; and granted it were a question of
eternal torments to follow, there might be a difficulty; but
with all idea of that sort out of the way, with the immortality
of the soul, there was no difficulty in recognising and con
forming to His prerogative as the potter manipulating the
human clay in His own way, and for His own ends. Until peo
ple recognised that they were but clay in His hands, they were
not fit for His use.

All this was too narrow and too hard; and it went against,
what she considered, the manifest working of the Spirit of
God among Christians. She could not shut her eyes to that.
Christ had said, "By their fruits ye shall know them. "

I said she was judging the true by the doubtful. We could be
sure of the teaching of the Spirit of God in the Scriptures: but
we could not be sure about our interpretations of human states
and feelings .

She smiled a win try smile, with a sense of the tru th of the
remark.

I asked her how the operations of the Christian world could
be the work of the Spirit of God, with so much both of diver
sity among themselves and of direct opposition to the teach
ings of the Spirit of God in the Scriptures?

The Spirit of God was a unity, and would not teach differ
ent things to different people. The one faith and the one body
always went with the one spirit in apostolic times: and the
Spirit of God had not changed since then. The Bible was the
product of the Spirit of God, and was a unity throughout.

If the work of the denominations were the work of the Spirit,
we should not have Catholics anathematising the Anglican
Church as a schismatic body, and the Anglican Clergy anath
ematising the dissenters as a schismatic body, and the dissent
ers standing apart from each other, and all their members
thinking and saying different things.

. The Bible was the work of the Spirit of God; and our only
safe plan was to judge the professing bodies by the Bible, and
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not to judge the Bible by the professing bodies. The simple
rule that God himself had prescribed was the only workable
rule in our present circumstances, "To the law, and to the
testimony; ifany speak not according to this word, it is because
there is no light in him. "

She could not possibly take such views.
I replied that it was not to be expected she could bring her

mind all at once to such revolutionary conclusions: but I felt
sure with her intelligence and godly fervour that the reading
of the Bible would bring her to them.

Much more passed, apparently without result, but perhaps
with more result than was apparent. I have met many people
who, on surrendering finally to the Truth, have confessed that
they felt the weakness of their position long before they got to
the point ofadmitting it. I can only hope this may be a similar
case. Whether or no, the words of Christ are true: ''All that
the Father hath given me shall come to me. "

* * *
Friday, March 20th, 1896-Morning devoted to writing. In

the evening a lecture on the coming of Christ and the signs of
the times. Again a large audience, and questions at the close.

* * *
Saturday, March 21st, 1896-Unfit to write: visited the town

park, sitting in a corner and thinking. At mid-day brother
Stapleton call ed with his conveyance and drove me to St.
Leonard's, through 4% miles of pleasant country, with pleas
ant conversation.

He told me he had arranged for me to meet a gentleman
who had read the Apocalyptic Lectures, who lived at St.
Leonard's, and who had occupied a high official position in
the Wesleyan body.

On arriving at brother Stapleton's house, word was sent to
say I would only be there for an hour, and if he came up at
once, I could see him. But the answer came back that he could
not come just then; at which I was relieved, for I was in no
state for an interview with a stranger, especially one prompted
by curiosity merely-so far as I could make out.

At brother Stapleton 's I met sister Strand, whom I had
known many years ago in England. She had seen much trou
ble since then, but looked, I thought, improved by it.

She said she had had a good deal of complaisance taken out
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of her, and had been made to feel towards God the sense of
nothingness which He required, and which was according to
Truth. IfAbraham said, "I am but dust and ashes," what ought
His children to feel , but just the same?

Returning home by afternoon train, I was too wearied to
encounter anybody, and stole away by the river, at the risk of
the mosquitoes, who gave me a parting token.

* * *
Sunday, March 22nd, 1896-Breaking of bread in brother

Barnard's house. The mistake had been made of fixing the
lecture for the afternoon. Therefore, I did not speak at the
breaking of bread. My place was taken by brother Barnard:
brother Stapleton presiding.

The lecture in the afternoon: "What must we do to be
Saved?" was well attended, but not so largely as the two pre
vious lectures. It was rather a tiring performance at tha t time
of day for an invalid, but like all mortal things, it was got
through and finished. The evening was spent in further con
versation with th e lady referred to a page back.

* * *
Monday, March 23rd, 1896-Embarked at 9 a.m. on th e

s.s.Pateena for Melbourne. The sail down the quiet and com
paratively narrow river was pleasant. Th e country on each
side was hilly, wooded and solitary, with here and there clear
ings and farm settlements.

At intervals, the river widened out to a great breadth, es
pecially towards the sea, where it became a broad sheet of
water. Halfway down to the sea we came to anchor for some
hours, waiting the tender from Launceston, with the mails
and passengers from Hobart. Why we did not wait at
Launceston was that the ebb-tide would have left too little
water for our vessel to float.

We cleared the wide mouth of the river about 6 p.m., and
sailed out into a comparatively calm and sunlit sea towards a
landless horizon northwards, in the direction of Melbourne.

Looking back, Tasmania lay in the placid bosom of the
ocean-a compact, pleasing principality of picturesque aspect:
temperate climate, bountiful resources of fruit, grain and min
eral: destined, in a day not far distant, to come with all the
earth, into the hands of a government that will know how to
deal with its unemployed without pinching the deserving, or

120 Berean 2014



encouraging the lawless; and to settle its beautiful valleys with
a population intelligent, without being pedantic; good, with
out being "soft;" devout, without being superstitious-under
the charge, perhaps, of some of the brethren and sisters now
being developed, in dishonour, among its heedless population.
Towards night, the weather roughened.

(To be continued, God willing)

This Test Of Love
By BROTHER G. V.GROWCOTT

Corinth was a large, thriving, modern city. The pride oflife
was far more catered for and excited than in the smaller, sim
pler communities where Paul labored. The believers there were
in constant contact with the spirit offrantic bustle and grasp
ing ambition, which such an environment develops. Prestige
and worldly success and a show of surface wisdom glittered
constantly before them and a great depth of spiritual percep
tion was necessary to withstand its seduction.

This peculiarity of circumstance is reflected in Paul's let
ters to them. His very first message, 1st Corinthians, chapters
1 and 2, is devoted to showing the worthlessness, from an eter
nal viewpoint, of all the vaunted wisdom and accomplishments
of the world. The eternal viewpoint is the only mature and
intelligent one, and by that viewpoint-which the world glosses
over and refuses to face-all temporal acquisitions and pro
ductions are merely childish and time-wasting follies.

The Corinthians tended to glory in appearances and in men
who made a good show after the flesh . This led them to look
down on Paul, who was a laboring man with no worldly posi
tion or flesh-pleasing qualities. Paul purposely humbled and
abased himself that he might get near to the poor and simple,
and he carefully avoided any appeal to fleshly motive. His great
concern was to ground the believers in spiritual things, that
they might rest on a solid, eternal foundation.

He said to them-
"Learn in us not to think above that which is written"; that
is, "Be not highminded but learn the true scriptural course
from our example . . .
"Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings
without us ...
"We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we
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are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honorable, but we are
despised. Even to this present hour we both hunger and thirst,
and are buffeted, and have no certain dwelling place: and
labor, working with our own hands . . .
"1 write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved
sons 1 warn y ou . . .
"Wherefore 1 beseech you, be ye followers ofme " (1 Cor. 4).
This was their relationship. A prosperous self-satisfied eccle

sia, rich, honoured and respected-a despised, destitute and
humble apostle. They judged by appearances and had not the
perception to see that, in the eternal purpose of God and in
spiritual values, they were pigmies compared to the giant stat
ure of Paul.

This is the background discernable throughout his letters
to them, and it comes out particularly in two chapters (2 Cor.
ch.10-11)-

"Now 1 Paul myselfbeseech you by the meekness and gentle
ness ofChrist."
He tries to awaken them to the fact that the house of God is

not built according to worldly standards, but that its strength
and glory lies in meekness and gentleness and service. "Whoso
ever will be great among you," said Jesus, "Let him be your
minister; and whosoever will be chief among you, let him be
your servant" (Matt. 20; 2 Cor. 10).

The way of the world is so ingrained in the flesh that unless
we are very careful and alert we take it for granted as the
starting point of our reasoning. But God's way is entirely dif
ferent.

God attaches so much value to loving freewill and individual
spiritual enlightenment that He has permitted 6,000 years of
violence and wickedness in order that out ofthis fiery crucible a
few divine characters may be developed for His eternal pleasure
and glory.

This we must always bear in mind. The end could superfi
cially be accomplished a thousand times more easily by en
forced regimentation but the vital spark of freewill would be
destroyed.

Paul was ever mindful of this one great principle. He says
"Our authority, which the Lord hath given us for your edifi
cation, and not for your destruction."
Paul had great authority. He could strike a man blind with

a word when the service of the Gospel required it.
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How easy it would have been to use it to bring these short
sighted, rebellious ecclesias into line! But Paul knew, as Jesus
knew with the limitless power of the Spirit upon him, and all
the kingdoms of the earth stretched before him, that there is
only one way that can build with endurance, and it is not the
way of force .

He knew that though he could easily silence all opposition
and make a big showing in the eyes of the flesh, he would gain
nothing this way for God. He knew that only quiet and persis
tent patience and love could develop what he was seeking to
develop-a people prepared for the Lord. This was a very slow
and unspectacular work , and exposed Paul constantly to the
charge of timidity and weakness.

He spoke of the possibility of having to use his authority
with some, but he knew that this would be, at best, a neces
sary evil-a step backward-a confession that in their case,
love had failed to penetrate and persuade. It would be lost
ground in the development of the eternal purpose.

"Though we uiall: in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh ."
This is what his opponents could not realize. They did not

understand the end to which he was driving. He was trying,
by the enlightenment of the Spirit, to create freewill desire to
draw near to God. Neither force nor fleshly appeal-the two
motives they understood--could accomplish this purpose.

"Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that
exalteth itselfagainst the hnouiledge ofGod, and bringing
into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ."
These were the strongholds against which he was waging

war. He could see them clearly, although those who were af
flicted with them could not. They exist in every heart and
mind. He knew where the trouble in Corinth lay, and he knew
the only way to correct it, if it ever was to be corrected, and
he had to reach their heart to do it.

Each victory must be an individual one. One at a time he
would win them over. He was labouring, as he said, to bring
into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ. He
knew that any victory less than this was a hollow one, not
worth winning, for it would not be reaching deep enough. He
knew that if he could not convince and inspire them to the
point of eager, anxious submission to the will of God in all
things, then he had not really won them at all , and though
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superficially "in the Truth" they were still outside the life
giving grace of God.

Therefore, in spite of the taunts of those who dared him to
use his boasted authority, he patiently continued to beseech
them by the meekness and gentleness of Christ.

"They, measuring themselves by themselves and comparing
themselves among themselves, are not wise. "
Expressed clearly in this way, the folly of this course is obvi

ous. For measurement to have any meaning at all it must be
according to a recognized and unchanging standard. There is
no point in measuring two things against each other when the
measurements of both are in question. Therefore, we can never
measure one brother against another, or one ecclesia against
another. Just because one exceeds the other will be no proof
that either is acceptable or begins to measure up to the true
standard.

There is only one true rule of measurement, and that is the
standard God has laid down. It is a humiliating standard for
the flesh . Many complain that it is very discouraging to mea
sure things by this standard, but still it is the only safe and
scriptural course. "If we wouldjudge ourselves, we would not
bejudged," Paul tells them; and James says, "So speakye, and
so do, as they that shall be judged by the perfect law of lib
erty "-the law of perfection that will bring liberty to those
that love it (1 Cor. 11:31; Jam. 1:25; 2:12).

Let us never be afraid of facing the true measurement, but
rather seek it and apply it daily, ever striving, in the power of
God, to attain to the full stature of the perfect man in Christ
Jesus. Let us talk no more of discouragement, but let us glory
in the exalted standards God has set-the standards to which,
it is promised, we shall some day attain, if we now strive to
ward them and confess their truth and desirability, and do not
attempt to confuse and obscure them to satisfy the flesh.

God will give us no reward we have not honestly laboured
toward. He will not force perfection upon us if we do not strive
after it now.

"He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord."
There is nothing to glory of outside of God ; all outside of

God is shame. There are only two kinds of activity-that which
is done through God and that which is done contrary to God.
In the former, the glory is clearly God's-in the latter, there is
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no glory at all. There may appear a range of neutral ground
between, but the Scriptures rule this out and tell us that what
we do not consciously bring into the first category must neces
sarily fall into the second.

And Paul concludes-
"For not he that commendeth himselfis approved, but whom
the Lord commendeth. "
Those whom the Lord commends are simply those that fol

low the course He commends according to His standards, for
"God is no respecter ofpersons. "

"But I fear, lest by any means . . . your minds should be
corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ" (2 Cor. 11:3).
Real truth is always simple. The deep things of God, though

profound, are not complicated. Learning to know God is a
gradual process of simplification-oflearning the basic prin
ciples and the underlying harmony of countless, apparently
unrelated circumstances. The more clearly the picture is seen,
the simpler it appears to be.

Simple Scriptural knowledge will clear away all the compli
cated errors of speculation. The case Paul cites is to the point.
The command to Adam and Eve was very clear and simple.
The serpent went to work on it and soon had it complicated
by half-truths and unrevealed speculations, appealing to the
mind of the flesh. The clear issue between obeying God and
disobeying Him was lost sight of, and Eve was beguiled. If she
had refused to be drawn away from the simple truth, she would
have been safe.

Paul warningly speaks of "another Jesus." What is "an
other Jesus?" Clearly it means attaching a meaning to the
name and personality that is not in harmony with the revealed
facts. The name Jesus is on every tongue, but how many really
know Jesus? How easy it is to have a form of words without
any true conception behind it!

We cannot know Jesus without continually reading and
thinking upon what is written about him. Mere familiarity
with the name and a few surface facts is useless. We must be
intimately familiar with the person for whom the name stands.
And this familiarity must be actual. It must arise from the
fulfillment of the promise-"Ifa man love me, he will keep my
words: and my Father will love him." Although this is spiri
tual, it is still actual , and must happen if there is to be any
hope of salvation (I n . 14).
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"Though I be rude in speech, yet not in knowledge; but we
have thoroughly been made manifest among you in all
things. "
They had ample evidence of Paul's genuineness and the har

mony of his teaching with the Truth. They knew that all he
said was true. Why were they then against him? As he said
earlier, "We write none other things unto you , than what ye read
or aclmowledge. " They could not deny this. They had to admit
he was a faithful teacher of the Truth. How then did they
justify their antagonism? By objecting to his manner. In this
way they hoped to confuse and side-track the main issue and
thereby escape the force of his words.

"What I do, that will I do, that I may cut offoccasion from
them that desire occasion."
This is an important rule of action.

''All things are lawful, but all things are not expedient."
''Judge this rather, " Paul says elsewhere "that no man put a
stumbling block or an occasion to fall in his brother's way.
Destroy not him with thy meat for whom Christ died. All
things indeed are pure, but it is evil for that man who eateth
with offense. "
It is an evil thing to do anything that unnecessarily offends

others or causes them to stumble. Here is a searching test of a
man's comprehension of the second commandment, "Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself" John says, "He that loveth his
brother abideth in the lig ht, and there is none occasion ofstum
bling in him "-nothing that gives sorrow to his brother or
grounds for reproach to the adversary (Rom. 14; 1 In. 2).

Jesus and the Spirit-guided apostles attached great impor
tance to this test of love-the careful avoidance of any occa
sion of friction or offence. A faithful obedience to this com
mand-and it is a positive command-would eliminate most if
not all ecclesial sorrow.

The whole law, says Jesus, hangs upon two great command
ments-love to God and love to neighbor. John says that if the
second is not obeyed, this is proof that a claim to the first is
simply a lie : "Ifa man say I love God, and hateth his brother, he
is a liar" (1 In. 4). Hating here means failing to love in the
Scriptural sense-this is clear from the rest of the verse. Here
is a very present and practical test of our profession. The test
goes into action when it conflicts with our own desires.
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As long as it runs in the same channel as our desires it is no
test at all. As Jesus says, even sinners do that much. There is
much meaningless self-congratulation for doing things that are
in full harmony with our natural inclinations. There is no need
for self-deception. The Scriptures offer many searching tests
which the wise man will apply, regardless of the offence to his
vanity or complacency. A few such tests, honestly applied, will
reveal how little we are doing for God, and how much labor
we cheerfully exert for ourselves.

Paul was willing to give up meat if his partaking of it of
fended his brother. We know he was sincere for he had already
given up practically everything else that men consider makes
life worth while. And a large part of the return he received
from those for whom he labored was ridicule and repudiation
and abuse. He nursed the ecclesias into life , and as soon as
they became self-supporting many of them cast him aside. Be
side the reactions in such places as Corinth and Galatia as
revealed in his epistles, we have his words at one time that "All
Asia is turned away from me," at the very time he needed
their comfort and support (2 Tim. 1).

If meeting a few brethren on his prison journey to Rome
caused him to thank God and take courage, what must have
been the effect of the wholesale forsaking in his hour of need
by those for whom he had suffered?

But we do not pity Paul. We rather pity those who had not
th e faith and courage to stand with him. We do not pity Paul
as he stands before the condescending scorn of these self-satis
fied Corinthians and pleads meekly with them, but we do mar
vel at the blindness and ignorance of such men claiming to
know and love the Truth.

They just did not know it. That is all we can conclude. The
Truth is pre-eminently a matter of the heart and character.
The doctrine, though essential, is just the outer shell. The Truth
is a matter of gentleness and meekness and patience and love,
of service and sacrifice and spiritual transformation.

It is impossible to know the Truth without being trans
formed by it, for that is what knowing it means. People who
bicker and quarrel and follow the flesh just do not know the
Truth, and there is no use pretending they do.

The heart of the Truth is loving God, and the test ofloving
God is loving our brother, and loving our brother means mak
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ing the avoidance of offending him our first concern. We may
not have all the deeper doctrines at our finger-tips , but if we
haven 't got this, we haven 't even begun.

Let us free ourselves from the common but deadly miscon
ception that "knowin g the Truth" means simply a mental ac
quaintance with the facts of revelation. If such knowledge
doesn't produce a startling and revolutionary change of char
acter and outlook and activity, then it simply has failed its
whole purpose and has become merely a "savor of death unto
death"-a "ministry of condemna tion."

Let us, if we are inclined to measure ourselves by others,
measure ourselves by the stature and experiences of this humble
servant of Christ. Let us do it repeatedly whenever the flesh is
inclined to whisper congratulations for some puny accomplish
ment. Let us get a true and healthy perspective.

"Bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of
Christ"-is what Paul laboured for among the Corinthian be
lievers. He would not be diverted from this goal. This was the
"m ark of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus" to which he
patiently and earnestly pressed forward.

At the beginning of his first letter he said-
"1 beseech you that ye all speak the same thing-that ye be
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same
judgment. "

The only way this can be accomplished is, as he says, to
"Bring into captivity every thought to the obedience of
Christ."
The essential unity of the body, without which it cannot live

and thrive, depends upon a free will allegiance of each member
to the one divine rule of judgment. The opposition of any to
any part of the revealed divine mind makes unity impossible.

This is the one characteristic that distinguishes the Ecclesia
of God from all human organizations-the mind of God as the
basis of union and source of unity. Each member of the body,
therefore, shares in the responsibility for the unity and health
of the whole, and must make it his primary aim in life to de
velop and preserve that essential unity on divine things. "If
any man speak," says the Apostle, "let him speak as the oracles
of God . " Within those oracles is unity, and if it is ever to be
found it must be found there. Everything outside of them is
chaos.
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They Entered Into The Cloud
By BROTHER E. F.HIGHAM SR

"There be some standing here which shall not taste of
death, till they see the Kingdom ofGod" (Lk. 9:27).

Toward the close of Christ's ministry, we find him in the
north part of the land ofIsrael, having recently departed from
Caesarea Philippi. His steps had led his followers north of the
Waters of Merom. The very name Merom lays the foundation
for what was to follow. Merom means "lofty" or "exalted."
The disciples following their leader ascended the lofty heights
of Mount Hermon to the elevated places where they could look
out over the whole length of the Land.

At this point Jesus questioned those with him concerning
the general attitude of the people toward him. Their reply
indicated that there was a divided opinion in the land. Some
said he was John the Baptist, some said Elijah, or one of the
old prophets. Upon Christ's interrogation of them who they
thought he was, Peter provided the clear positive reply-

"THE CHRIST (the Anointed) OF GOD" (Lk. 9:20).
With this knowledge the Master instructed the disciples not

to reveal him to the people until he had risen from the dead.
This led to their questioning him concerning the meaning of
the "rising from the dead." With their minds centered on the
restoration of the Kingdom to Israel, they could not fit this
thought into the frame of their picture. Jesus then went on to
advise them that he had to suffer many things-to be rejected
by the elders and rulers-to be killed-and then rise from the
dead on the third day.

So contrary to their immediate plans was this declaration
that Peter openly rebuked Christ before the disciples-

"Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee ."
But the Master turned to Peter and immediately cleared up

any misunderstanding the disciples may have taken from what
Peter had said. (Matt. 16:23)-

"Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for
thou savourest not the things that be ofGod, but those that
be ofmen ."
Peter and the others had to be shown that God's ways are

not man's ways, that the cross had to come before the crown
(the stephanos-the victory wreath). There had to be proba
tion before exaltation. Christ's statement illustrated that ifwe
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follow him we must deny-renounce, crucify-ourselves and
take up our cross daily (not occasionally, as we may feel like it,
but when we do not feel like it). That is when it does the most
good. That is when we are really crucifying ourselves.

We must deny our own will, our own wishes and our feel
ings. God is aware of all that we endure. When we feel least
inclined to take up the cross, when we are weary, tired and
irritated, then we are tried the most. We will find that is when
we fail the most.

"Take up the cross daily and follow me." It is not only in
those moments we may spend around the daily readings, those
hours we may spend over an address, but those waking hours
and moments between, when we may have a tendency to let
service to the old man of the flesh take over. We must school
ourselves to have no such moments, but-take up our cross
and follow in Jesus' step daily.

Christ then went on to show the utter uselessness of our
seeking advantage in the present time only to lose everlasting
life . We maygo about assiduously seeking to preserve our life
in the present dispensation but we will find that our efforts
will have been wasted. We will have made a grand showing as
far as this world is concerned, but-

"We brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we
can carry nothing out" (I Tim. 6:7).
We must be willing to openly confess our relationship to

Christ in this present time. We must never be ashamed of as
sociation with the Master. In seeking present advantage we
will have to conceal our identity to Christ, or we will not pros
per at the present time. But be sure that in such case--

"The Son of Man will be ashamed (of us) when he shall
come in his glory" (Lk, 9:26).
These words of Christ would be discouraging to the dis

ciples who were looking for the Kingdom to immediately ap
pear, for Christ to take over and establish the long-promised
condition of blessedness upon the earth. But in all God's ways,
He reveals the end of the matter. He shows His servants His
secret. It is not in His purpose to discourage them, but to have
them see the necessity for trial and preparation, thereby ap
preciating the inestimable value of that which is to be attained.
Of Jesus we read (Heb. 12:2)-

"For the joy that was set before him, he endured the cross,
despising the shame."
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The same method was now to be used with three of the
disciples, three which were specially chosen to witness the agony
and trial which Christ was to undergo, who themselves would
experience the same trials over a longer period of time. They
were to be prepared by that which they should witness, to
endure the great fight of afflictions to be encountered in fol
lowing in the Master's steps.

One of these three (Peter), who had confessed Jesus as the
Anointed, was shortly to be ashamed of his association with
the Master, and to deny that he knew him. The others forsook
him and fled. But a fuller look at what they knew and the
glory to be revealed became their rock foundation-

"THE JOY THAT WAS SET BEFORE THEM."
These men were typical men, and the events which hap

pened in their lives become a guide and exhortation for us.
Their joy becomes our joy and our salvation.

(To be continued, God willing)

By this we know that we love the children ofGod, when we love God
and keep His commandments" ti John 5:2).

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy
In the month since Russia attacked the Crimea, the world

has had some time to consider the implications of Russia's
actions, and weigh the threat to European stability.

We are familiar with outbreaks of war over the last sev
eral decades, but they have been conflicts between minor
powers, or lopsided skirmishes between the "last superpower"
and significantly weaker nations or terrorist organizations.

Now we have seen a turning point in world affairs, as
Russia has effectively announced that it has returned as a
direct opponent of U.S. hegemony. An analysis of the crisis
by CNN, for example, has brought out several realizations
of great import-
NEW COLD WAR, WEAKER U.S.

We have entered a new Cold War.
Here are five clear messages from the crisis in Ukraine.
1. Nobody's scared of America.
[The Ukrainians'] advocate, the U.S., has lost much of its abil

ity to stare down its foes. We saw it when President Obama
declared-years ago-that Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad must
step down. We saw it when then-Secretary of State Hillary
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Clinton was pelted with tomatoes in Egypt. And we saw it in
Ukraine, when Obama warned Putin to respect Ukraine's terri
torial integrity, only to see the Russians capture Ukraine's
Crimean Peninsula. America does not intimidate. Its loss of in
fluence means strongmen and dictators have a freer hand.

2. You don't mess with Putin without paying a price.
Even if Moscow were to relinquish all control of Ukrainian

territory today, Putin has already achieved a main goal . He has
sent a clear message--that [countries] cannot defy his wishes
without paying a painful price. In that sense, Putin has won. It 's
not clear how closely he wants to control what are supposed to
be independent countries.

3. If you are a vulnerable state, you may regret surrendering
nuclear weapons.

In the 1994 Budapest Memorandum, Ukraine committed it
selfto dismantling the world's third-largest nuclear arsenal. Rus
sia, in exchange, vowed to respect Ukraine's borders and its
independence. Now, Russia has clearly violated those commit
ments.

4. Don't expect support from all international peace activists
(unless the U.S. invades).

While Russia's invasion and its harsh crackdown on local pro
tests have been criticized by some, the reaction among some
prominent "peace" activists has been astonishing. Several have
mimicked Putin's line, blaming the U.S. for the crisis. Instead of
taking a clear stance, some so-called anti-war groups have taken
the opportunity to dust off their anti-American vitriol.

5. The use of brute force to resolve conflicts is not a thing of
the past.

Western nations seemed caught off-guard by Putin's "incred
ible act of aggression," as John Kerry termed it.

If Putin wants another Cold War, he has one.-CNN, 3/14
The peace activists are quite loud when they protest a

system that is itself inherently sympathetic to their 'right
to protest.' This is a very safe thing to do. This is why Is
rael, for example, is an easy target, compared to dictatorial
powers. It is largely a different story when it comes to pro
testing a power that has no compunction against throwing
protestors directly and roughly into confinement or torture.
The relative silence, in this case, is another sign to the
Strongman in Russia that Western powers are weak-

"What can one advise our U.S. colleagues to do?" Russian
Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov asked the Interfax news
agency rhetorically. "Spend more time in the open, practice yoga,
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stick to food-combining diets, maybe watch some TV .. . Tan
trums, weeping and hysteria won't help," he says.-Time, 4/14

Putin is not interested in Western morality or attitudes.
He evidently believes in ruling by strength of arms, and this
martial philosophy is now being thoroughly infused into
Russian society-
BUILDING A NATION OF WARRIORS

Vladimir Putin wants to improve the physical fitness of Rus
sians of all ages, and to achieve that he has turned to the era of
brutal dictator Joseph Stalin for inspiration. He [has] announced
that a Stalinist fitness program from the 1930s, called "Ready
for Labor and Defense," will be revived and funded by leftover
cash from the Sochi Winter Olympics.

It hasn't been revealed what the modern version of the pro
gram will consist of, but back in the U.S.S.R it required comrade
citizens to enter competitions in sports like running, jumping,
skiing, swimming, and, grenade throwing. Tests were set and
those who passed were given gold and silver badges that were
worn with pride on proletarian chests.

The program, known by the Russian initials GTO, was origi
nally launched to raise the fitness of the population, so that citi
zens were ready to work and fight for the Soviet Union. Citizens
of all ages took part until GTO died out during the Soviet col
lapse.

The revived GTO will start in September, and there will be an
annual report informing the President and the public of the
progress of the program.-Time, 3/14
RUSSIAN SECRECY

Much has been made recently about U.S. spying on for
eign citizens across the globe. It now comes out that the
U.S. has been frustrated in its efforts to find out what the
Russian leader is up to. This creates a significant sense of
anxiety in a power that trusts in its advanced technology
to be foiled and taken by surprise by someone who doesn't
use a cellphone must be a shock to Westerners. But it does
demonstrate that Russia can move very quickly and power
fully without telegraphing it in advance-

Russian President Putin doesn't use a cell phone, nor does he
often use technology, which makes it very difficult for America's
spymasters to tap his devices for actionable intelligence ahead of
Russian military movements.

As Russia began its takeover of the region of Crimea, U.S. spy
agencies reportedly found a worrying silence in the spot where
they were listening most attentively-the digital space around
Russian President Vladimir Putin and his military brass. As the
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Wall Street Journal reported, U.S. intelligence services could not
intercept any communications on the start of the Crimean inva
sion. One U.S. official called it a piece of "classic maskirovka,"
the Russian spy term for masking sensitive data. But at least
part of the radio silence may have a simpler explanation: Putin,
by his own admission, does not have a cell phone for the Ameri
cans to tap.

In 2009, both American and British spy agencies reportedly
attempted to tap the communications of Dmitri Medvedev, then
Russia's President, during a summit of world leaders in London.
According to documents provided to the Guardian newspaper
by NSA leaker Edward Snowden, they bugged the phones, but
they could not break the Kremlin's encryption.-TM, 3/14

But the most important knowledge that has now shaken
the Western power block is that Russia's military can no
longer be dismissed summarily out of hand, and indeed, has
its own technology which can render Western advantages
useless-
RUSSIAN MILITARY RENEWED

The soldiers guarding the entrances to the surrounded Ukrai
nian military base had little in common with their predecessors
from past Russian military actions.

Lean and fit , their uniforms were crisp and neat, and their
new helmets were bedecked with tinted safety goggles. And there
was another indicator of an army undergoing an upgrade: com
pact encrypted radio uni ts.

The radios are a telltale sign of a sweeping modernization ef
fort undertaken by Putin that has revitalized Russia's conven
tional military abilities, frightening some of its former vassal
states in Eastern Europe and forcing NATO to re-evaluate its
longstanding view of post-Soviet Russia.

The results could be seen in the field. They were evident not
only in the demeanor of the Russian soldiers but also in the speed
with which they overwhelmed Crimea with minimal violence.

The Kremlin's investment, analysts said, has revived the mili
tary, which has now shown that it can field a competent and
even formidable force, and both guard the nation and project
power to neighboring states.

"The development of Russian armed forces is going in two big
trends, first strengthening of strategic nuclear forces, giving a
guarantee that no one country in this world will try to attack
Russia," said Aleksandr Golts, an independent military analyst
in Moscow.

"Second, the development of these rapid deployment forces,"
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he said. ''As a result of these reforms," Mr. Golts added, "Russia
now has absolute superiority over any country in the post-So
viet space."

Russian forces could also be seen deploying electronic-war
fare platforms, including the new Tigr-M and the R-330Zh jam
ming station, which can block GPS and satellite telephone sig
nals.-Telegraph,4/14

In January, the U.S. informed NATO allies that Russia had
tested a ground-launched cruise missile, raising serious ques
tions about Moscow's compliance with its arms control obliga
tions. NATO's top commander General Breedlove described the
Russian missile test as a militarily significant development.

"A weapon capability that is introduced into the greater Eu
ropean land mass is absolutely a tool that will have to be dealt
with," he said.

The bigger challenge the alliance faces, he said, is the Russian
military's use of "snap" exercises to rehearse its ability to as
semble substantial combat power in a short period of time.

"They are absolutely able to bring great force to a position of
readiness," General Breedlove said. "That is something that we
have to think about: What does that mean geo-strategically that
we now have a nation that can produce this ready force and now
has demonstrated that it will use that ready force to go across a
sovereign boundary?"-NYTimes, 4/14

This realization-that the Russian military might is now
a significant threat to Europe-has triggered a further re
alization that NATO's steady incursion into eastern Europe
may not have been a strategically-sound move for long-term
peace-
PROVOKING THE BEAR

The images on Russian television are astonishing. They are
more propagandistic and venomous than anything I can remem
ber even from Soviet times. It is all apparently aimed at prepar
ing the public to accept that there may be war, and that Russia
will be fighting in a just cause.

Putin believes the Ukrainian uprising was fomented entirely
by the West. He puts two and two together and gets five. He saw
Senator John McCain saluting the Maidan crowds, and heard
Victoria Nuland, the US Assistant Secretary of State, discussing
on the phone which opposition leaders she would like to see in
the new government. Putin has been convinced ever since the
Orange Revolution in 2004 that there is, in one of his advisers'
words, a "Destroy Russia" project. And he is next on the list.
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The second factor is Russia's strategic security. And here I
believe the West made a major mistake in believing it could build
its own security at the expense of Russia's. It has created a situa
tion in which Moscow feels not just marginalised but threatened.
Putin came to power longing to have Russia accepted again as a
great power. But then America deployed a missile shield that
Putin believes undermines Russia's strategic deterrent, and NATO
expanded into eastern Europe, despite earlier assurances that
this would not happen. Putin felt humiliated.

You don't ensure your safety from a growling bear by provok
ing it.-Telegraph, 3/14

This provocation falls right in line with political events
anticipated in Scripture, antecedent to Russia attacking the
nations of Europe and Asia, and eventually moving into Is
rael-'~T THE TIME OF THE END shall the king of the south
push at him: and the king of the north shall come against
him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and
with many ships; and he shall enter into the countries, and
shall overflow and pass over" (Dan. 11:40).

Very interestingly, while the U.S. hems and haws over its
strongly-worded admonishments (and we note this comment
from a CNN analyst in passing-"Barack Obama is now mak
ing Jimmy Carter look like Attila the Hun with a series of
empty threats and 'too little, too late' punitive measures
against Putin's Russia")-that the movement from the north
quarters has caused a stir from the British Lion.
AWAKENING THE BRITISH LION

At a stroke, President Putin has made the case for the [Brit
ish] Army at a time when war-weariness with Afghanistan is fu
elling what the Chief of the General Staff referred to as "moral
disarmament".

The possibility of "force on force"-Qld-fashioned kinetic con
flict-may be only a fraction closer because of events in Ukraine,
but it is no longer entirely ofT the radar. The Army's "heavy
metal"-tanks, artillery, armoured infantry, attack helicopters
are no longer looking like heritage toys for senior officers cling
ing to Cold War concepts. NATO headquarters in Brussels is in
business once again, and even the plans to bring horne the rem
nants of the British Army of the Rhine no longer look so impera
tive.-Telegraph,3/14

We know from Scripture that Britain is the old Lion of
Tarshish, which, with the young lions (current and former
colonial powers like Canada, New Zealand, U.S., etc.) will
form a coalition (a "mountain of brass"-Zech. 6:1) that will
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attempt to oppose the Russian coalition (the opposite moun
tain)-Eze. 38:13. It is quite striking to realize how many
British installations still exist today, as can be seen in the
accompanying map (July 2013).
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LOOMING CONFLICT BETWEEN LION AND BEAR
President Barack Obama has called on European countries

to meet a "moment of testing" by stepping up their commit
ment to NATO against the threat to democracy and interna
tionallaw posed by Russia's aggression in Ukraine.

"Russia's leadership is challenging truths that only a few weeks
ago seemed self-evident: that in the 21st century the borders of
Europe cannot be redrawn with force," he warned.

Praising Britain for making a higher than average contribu
tion to NATO missions around the world, he demanded a review
of European military spending "to examine whether everybody
is chipping in".

"This can't just be a US or a British exercise, everybody's
going to have to make sure that they are engaged and involved,"
he said.

In London, Vitali Klitschko, who became a leader of the Ukrai
nian opposition, [said], "we expect from the British Govern
ment more pressure, more action. There is a huge responsibility
from Great Britain because it was one of the guarantors ofUkrai
nian territorial integrity.

"Crimea is not the goal. Putin is very open. The idea is to
build a new Russian empire."-Telegraph, 3/14

We eagerly anticipate Britain's further developments into
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the role long foretold concerning it. Britain stands apart
from Europe, not being numbered among the 10 symbolical
toe-kingdoms of Nebuchadnezzar's Image (Dan. 2:41·44)
which kingdoms are of old Roman continent ("the earth"),
not among the isles of "the sea" (Elpis Israel, p; 325).

So far as "the earth" is concerned, the "many nations"
enumerated in Eze. 38:5·6, 15 will fall to the Rus prince of
Meshech and Tubal. How interesting it is to see that the
present leader of Russia is making speeches with echoes of
Eurasian conquest in his words-
NEW DOCTRINE FROM RUSSIA

On [March 22] Vladimir Putin stood before the Duma and
delivered a speech that changed the history of his country, and
possibly of the world. The speech opened by declaring that the
representatives of Crimea seated before him were "citizens of
Russia, residents of Crimea and Sevastopol," and ended by mak
ing this a fact, by signing Crimea into the Russian Federation,
and making the world's largest country slightly larger.

During the intervening hour he uttered 5,000 words that will
be studied carefully. They changed the world 's question from
"What is Mr. Putin thinking?" to "Does he really believe what he
says? " If his language is taken at face value, Mr. Putin has be
come an ethnic-nationalist menace to his people and region.

Speakers of Russian immediately noticed something different.
As a Russia scholar at Columbia University noted, for the first
time Mr. Putin did not refer to Russians as "Rossisskii"---eiti
zens of Russia-but as "Russkii, " ethnic Russians. "Cri mea is
primordial 'Russkaya' land, and Sevastapol is a 'Russkii' city,"
he said. And he described the Orthodox Church as the institu
tion that "predetermined the overall basis of the culture, civili
zation and human val ues that unite the peoples of Russia, Ukraine
and Belarus."

His speech's blend of Orthodox Christian ethnic-Russian na
tionalism with conspiratorial anti-Americanism is a major tip of
the hat to the movement known as neo-Eurasianism, an ultra
nationalist political philosophy.

The central figure in this movement is the philosopher Alex
ander Dugin, who has played an on-and-off advisory role in Mr.
Putin 's political party for 14 years and who has frequently spo
ken to the media on behalfof Kremlin interests during the Ukraine
CrISIS.

Mr. Dugin [previously] wrote proudly that "the Endkampf,
the final struggle will burst upon us very soon ... the decisive
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hour is already at hand, the hour of Eurasia. The great war of
the continents is approaching."

It is unlikely-we can hope--that these words are what Mr.
Putin has had in mind when his speeches have referred to neo
Eurasian ideas. We are right to isolate and shun Mr. Putin as
long as he pays favour to such dangerous beliefs; he must be
aware of their darkest implications.-G&M, 3/14

Europe, for its part, is cognizant of the change to its north
and east, and political hearts begin failing them for fear
EUROPE IN DANGER FROM RUSSIA

Europe's Eastern policy, if there ever really was one, is in tat
ters. It has unraveled at breakneck speed. Moving from disbelief
to dismay to horror, Europeans lost whatever hopes and illu
sions they may have harbored that Russia was a predictable and
cooperative partner. It slowly dawns on Europe that it is witness
to a sea change in Russian foreign policy that shakes the very
foundations of the European order that emerged after the fall of
the Iron Curlain.-CNN, 3/14

Austrians and other citizens of European Union countries are
beginning to consider what the end of Ukraine might mean for
their own European system. The removal of a state from Europe
has consequences for the continent.

When Europe's leaders abandoned Austria in 1938, th ey were
conceding to Hitler the right to define the new rules of the new
order. The immediate consequences were clear enough. Without
the protection of a state, Austria's Jewish minority was subject
to anti-Semitic violence.

Once Europeans had the experience of allowing states to die
they could do so again. By the time the great powers came to
their senses in 1939 it was too late.-CNN, 3/14

The reference to the Jews cannot be missed. The Jews
are, after all, the reason why the nations will be brought to
Armageddon-"It shall be in the latter clays, and I will bring
thee against MY LAND, that the heathen may know me, when
I shall be sanctified in thee, 0 Gog, before their eyes" (Eze.
38:16).

Russia has its eye on the Middle East, and will get there
in due timel "Watch therefore, for ye know neither the clay
nor the hour wherein the Son ofman comethl"-T.C.

Search the Scriptures and see ifthe thoughts in these paragraphs
are in harmony with the Truth . If so, then search thine own
heart and see if thou art in harmony therewith.-R.R.
Berean 2014 139



BOOKS AVAILABLE
BE YE TRANSFORMED Vol. 1 (bro. G. V. Growcott) $12.00
BE YE TRANSFORMED Vol. 2 (bro. G. V. Growcott) $12.00
BE YE TRANSFORMED Vol. 3 (bro. G. V. Growcott) $15.00
BE YE TRANSFORMED Vol. 4 (bro. G. V. Growcott) "$15.00
CHRISTADELPHIAN ANSWERS (bro. F. G. Jannaway) $4.00
CHRISTADELPHIAN FACTS (bro. F. G. Jannaway) 2.00
CHRISTADELPHIAN KEY TO THE PROPHECIES (bro. F. G. Jannaway) 4.00
CHRISTADELPHIAN TREASURY (bro. F. G. Jannaway) 4.00
CHRISTENDOM ASTRAY (small print) (bro. R. Roberts) 4,00
HYMN BOOK (older edition---<:anbe spiral bound) 5.00
MAN MORTAL (bro. R. Roberts) 2.00
RESURRECTIONAL RESPONSIBILTY DEBATE (bre. Roberts/Andrew) 3.00
SEARCH ME 0 GOD (short exhortations) (bro. G. V. Growcott) 4.00
SCRIPTURAL STUDIES: THE KINGDOM OF GOD 1.00
SIN AND SACRIFICE (bro. W. Smallwood) 1.50
THE APOSTOLIC ADVOCATE VOL. I & II (bro. John Thomas) 4.00
THE PURIFYING OF THE HEAVENLY (bre. Thomas/Roberts/Growcott) 4.00
THE REAL CHRIST .•••.........•.•••.•••.•••.•••••••••..••..•.••..•.......•.•.........•.•••••••••••••• 2.50
THINK ON THESE THINGS (bro . G. Gibson) 6.50
WHAT IS TRUTH? (Children 's book) 3.00
"If ordering 5 copies or more, price drops to $12.00 each

BOOKLETS
Anglo Israelism Refuted (bro. R. Roberts) .25
Catechesis (bro. J. Thomas) 20
Knowledge is the Basis of

Resurrectional Responsibility (bro. G. V. Growcott) 20
My Bible Friend: Graphic Verses for Children $1.00
Scepticism Answered (bro. R. Roberts) 25
The Blood of Christ (bro. R. Roberts) 30
The Christadelphian Instructor (bro. R. Roberts) 75
The Diabolos (bro. G. V. Growcott) 30
The Evil One (bro. R. Roberts) 15
The Good Confession (bro. R. Roberts) 20
The Sect EveryWhere Spoken Against (bro. R. Roberts) 20
The Slain Lamb (bro. R. Roberts) 30
The Truth About God and the Bible (bro . R. Roberts) " 30
The Virtuous Woman (sis. Jane Roberts) 75
There is One Baptism (bro. G. V. Growcott) 30
Three Nights Discussion:

Was Jesus of Nazareth the Messiah? (bro. R. Roberts) 65
Two Nights Discussion: Is the Bible Against

The Doctrine of the Immortality of the Soul? (bro. R. Roberts) 40
What Will You Personally Experience The Moment After Death? 30

Plus Postage

ALETHIA BOOK SUPPLY
3540 Pineridge St., Houston, Texas, USA 77009·6017
Please do not send payment. We will bill you for books,

plus postage
(All prices U.S.A.)

140 Berean 2014



One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Contmued from page 144)

The two worlds, however, they cannot have. The Scriptures
teach this plainly; yet they impose upon themselves the illu
sion that they can. They build stone and marble temples, deco
rate them with great costliness, install theatrical choirs in their
lofty places, and downy doctors in their sacred thrones.
It is the religious element of rich society that build these edi
fices for God to dwell in; though He has told them that "he
dwelleth not in temples made with hands, nor is worshipped
by men's hands."
But what of that? It ministers to their pride of life, They are
arenas of concourse for those who are "clothed with purple and
fine linen and fare sumptuously every day."

Bro. Thomas then succinctly adds--
Who can for a moment suppose that the Gospel is preached
there?

* * *
IN continuing his article on ''The Ways of Providence, • bro. Roberts wrote
on Jacob-

The case of Jacob is perhaps one of the most striking in the whole
range of Scripture history, in the combination of human fear and
divine guardianship. There are many cases of God preserving and
delivering, butonly in a few other cases-(notably Job, David and
Jeremiah)-have we such a complete exhibition of the mental
distresses of those delivered and the human details of the process
by which deliverance was wrought out.
All ca ses of Scripture illustration are really alike in principle,
but on only a few cases is the picture down completely. Jacob is
one of them. His experience is thoroughly, though so briefly
portrayed. The result is, we can look at his closely, and are
enabled to realise how human he is , while at the same time so
devout and so direct and continual in his re cognition of th e
Divine hand in his ways. In this his case is all the more helpful
to us , who , by our position in the times of the Gentiles, are so
far removed (in the past at all events) from those interpositions
of Divine power which necessarily characterised the initiation
of the Divine plan, and which enabled those who stood related
to them so much the more easily to realise the guidance of God
and to be in His fear all the day long.

* * *
BRO. Roberts' exhortation No. 106, "Sunday Morning Exhortation at the
Birmingham Christadelphian Ecc/esia, • was on Psalm 95-

The Psalm read this morning (95) furnishes, as every portion
does, themes of profitable meditation.
It opens with an invitation to praise: "0 come, let us sing unto
the Lord; let us make a joyful noise unto the Rock of our
salvation. Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving,
and make a joyful noise unto Him with Psalms."
We are told in another Psalm: "It is good to sing praises to our
God , for it is pleasant, and praise is comely."
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In the Psalm before us a reason is given for the invitation to
indulge in this good thing. It is not a mere sentimental rapture,
though sentiment and rapture have their fullest and most
reasonable scope in the art of praise directed to God. It has a
reason, and the reason is: "For the Lord is a great God."
Another Psalm, like many beside, indicates the nature and
exten t of the greatness: "By the word of the Lord were the
heavens made, and all the host of them by the breath of His
mouth."

Bro. Roberts then added-
Let us open our minds to this great idea. It lies at the very root
of the Truth. It is the beginning of the Gospel, the ground of
our hope, and the source of all true consolation.

* * *
IN his "Editorial" remarks bro. Roberts mentioned the intended results con
cerning the discussions between Mr. Hine, who taught Anglo-Israelism, and
that taught by the Word of God. He commented-

Quite a sail-filling breeze has sprung up on the subject of Anglo
Israelism. It may have a providential part to play in relation to
the Truth. Who can tell? We need not speculate. It is ours to
make the most of the opportunity.

* * *
BRO. Roberts also commented on the death of Edward Turney. He was one
of the leading brethren in 1873 who instigated the Renunciation Contro
versy, on the nature and sacrifice of Christ. Bro. Roberts and faithful breth
ren stood against this error. Turney had threatened to undo bro. Thomas'
work in regard to this essential truth. Bro. Roberts commented-

It is with sincere sadness of heart that we record the death of
Edward Turney .. . He had been ailing for a considerable time,
but his end was sudden and unexpected. His last days have been
made desolate by isolation. He was separated from the people
who adopted his views in Nottingham; severed from the maga
zine he started; and estranged from his relations in business.
We lament his sorrowful end .

* * *
CONTAINED in his "Notes" section, bro. Roberts answered a number of
enquiries-

1) The "meats" forbidden by the Law of Moses "are not forbid
den us who are not under that law." We must decline articles
intended to favour a contrary doctrine.
2) It is from no lack of queries that "Answer s to Correspon
dents" have not appeared in recent numbers of the Christadel
phian, but from sheer inability to crowd them in with other
duties. The conduct of the Christadelphian is not the only thing
the Editor has to look after. We are hopeful of resuming An
swers by and bye.
3) Our judgment (which you have asked) is unfavourable of the
brethren emigrating to the Holy Land ...We have nothing to
do with the preliminary settlement of Israel after the flesh . It
is only as the Lord 's accepted brethren that we have any rela
tion to th e Land of Promise . .. Till we are declared such at the
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judgment seat, it is our duty to faithfully fill the post of our
probation in the land of the alien wherein we have been called.
4) Anglo-Israelism Refuted-This is now on sale in the office
... There have been many orders during the month. The pam
phlet was delayed over a week through the neglect of the Lon
don printer to send us a parcel. It was on supply in London a
considerable time before it came to Birmingham.

BIBLE Lectures (135 Years Ago)-
"The Political Origin of the Kingdom of the Ten Tribes"
"In My Father's House are Many Mansions"
"Faith, Hope and Charity"
"Does God's Truth Exist in the Churches Around Us?"
"The Angels, and Man's Equality with Them in the World to
Come"

"The Popular Waysof Salvation Unsafe"
"Peter's Prophecy Concerning the Burning Up of the Heavens
and Earth"

"The Brazen Serpent as a Type of Christ"
"How to Search the Scriptures"
"The Blood is the Life"
"The Clergy-a Frank Enquiry"
"Paul's Reasonings"
"Who Are the Rightful Heirs of the World?"
"Without Controversy Great is the Mystery of Godliness"
"The Christadelphians-Who are They?"

March Answers-"What Did (Will, Should) Happen When?"
1. I awake-I shall be satisfied 26. Uzziah strong-Went to burn
2. Tou heard-He sent his son incense
3. King saw her-He held out sceptre 27. Ezra opened book-People stood
4. Baasha heard-He left building Ramah up
5. He bowednot-They told Haman 28. I consider heavens-What is man?
6. Ezra read Law-The peoplewept 29. Heart was merry-Called for
7. Her turn came-She required nothing Vashti
8. Desire cometh-It is a tree of life 30. Darius' decree came-Temple
9. Zechoriah died-Said, Lord require it. buildingprospered

10.They departed-Egypt was glad 31. Hear sound ofgoing-Smite
11. 3 friends heard-Made appt, to mourn Philistines
12. Theywere sick·My clothingsackcloth 32. Thine enemyfalleth·Rejoice not
13. Necho came up-Josiah against him 33. He preparedheavens-I was there
14. Sanballat heard-Mocked Nehemiah 34. Syrians came to help-David slew
15. Asa heard Oded-He took courage 22,000
16. Jeroboamheard·Returned from Egypt 35. Inquisition was made-Both were
17. Sonsfeasted-Job offered sacrifices hanged
18. I go down to pit-What profit my blood? 36. Jehoram became king-Slew
19. Ezra beard ofsin-Pluekedhis beard brethren
20. Hath tried me-Shall comeforth as gold 37. Lord turned captivity-Were like
21. Josiah heard Law-Rent his clothes them that dream
22. He goeth his way-He boasteth 38. Weremembered Zion-We wept
23. No man pursueth-Wleked flee 39. Amaziah became king·Slew
24. Your fear eometh-I will mock father'skl1lers
25. Sennacherib came-Hezekiah stop 40. Manassebwas afflicted-He

waters humbledself
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One Hundred & Thirty-Five YearsAgo
The Cbristadelphlan, April, 1879

THE first article for the April, 1879 Christadelphian, was a reprint from the
writings of bro. Thomas for 1855. It was on the subject of "The Rich and
the Poor:" Bro. Thomas expounded-

It is remarkable that so glorious a destiny as that set forth in
the doctrine taught by the poor and needy Nazarene should
take mainly with the poor. Reasoning from analogy, one would
expect that the rich , who are for the most part covetous, would
be the very people to seize upon an invitation to power, riches
and felicity eternal. And so they would, if the conditions were
not esteemed so hard.
In their ignorance, they are apparently the most religious people
in the world. But their piety is based upon extreme covetous
ness. They have all that this world can give them, but not con
tent with that, they covet all that to come! (Continued 0" page 141)

BIBLE PUZZLE-"Words Used in 1 Book Only: Which?"
1. Gay 11. Pestle 21. Itching 31. Inkhorn
2. Mile 12. Pulpit 22. Firkins 32. Heinous
3. Haft 13. Blains 23. Empire 33. Redness
4. Pole 14. Weeds 24. Merrily 34. Ox-goad
5. Hats 15. Beetle 25. Lamb's 35. Quarries
6. Mice 16. Wench 26. Lapped 36. Allegory
7. Ants 17. Amber 27. Voyage 37. Stripling
8. Ague 18. Shrubs 28. Tenons 38. Garlands
9. Flute 19. Tanner 29. Theater 39. Penknife

10. Snout 20. Swulry 30. Gallows 40. Rainbow
Genesis 1 Samuel Proverbs Acts
Exodus 1 Samuel Proverbs Acts
Exodus 2 Samuel Jeremiah Acts
Leviticus Nehemiah Ezekiel Acts
Leviticus Esther Ezekiel Galatians
Numbers Esther Daniel 2 Timothy
Judges Esther Daniel Hebrews
Judges Job Jonah James
Judges Proverbs Matthew Revelation
Judges Proverbs John Revelation

We must each choose which path we shall attempt to follow. The
gracious woman is the bride ofChrist, the violent men are the men
ofthe world.-R.R.
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