
One Hundred & Thirty-Five Years Ago
The Christadelphian, September, 1881

AGAIN, under the subject of “The Revised Version of the New Testament” 
several brethren made comments, among them was remarks by bro. Thirtle 
on several notable points—

“The Evil One,” as that expression occurs in the Lord’s Prayer 
and other places, in the Revised Version, has occasioned much 
comment. It is said that in no previous translation into our 
language has the novel form “evil one” been adopted. The Greek 
adjective poneeros means evil, in the sense of being displeas-
ing—in such passages as these, “displeasing to God.” When 
coming after the preposition apo (from) the word poneeros must 
be in the genitive case, which is poneerou, precisely the same 
both in the masculine and neuter genders.
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CHRIST IS COMING SOON AND WILL REIGN ON EARTH

Assisted by bro. Tim Clubb, 202 Millbank Dr., London, Ont., Canada N6C 4W1

BIBLE PUZZLE—“Fathers and Sons”

Abiathar
Abihu
Achan
Benaiah
Dalphon
Dan
Eliab
Enoch
Er
Esau

Ezekiel
Gideon
Haman
Hophni
Hosea
Ishmael
Ithamar
Jehoahaz
Jehoshaphat
Jehu

Jeremiah
Jeshua
Jezreel
Job
Mahershalalhashbaz
Mahlon
Manasseh
Mordecai
Moses
Nathan

Nehemiah
Nimrod
Obed
Peleg
Rehoboam
Seth
Shechem
Uzzah
Zedekiah
Zephaniah

  1. Adam
  2. Abraham
  3. Aaron
  4. Aaron
  5. Ahimelech
  6. Abinadab
  7. Asa
  8. Amram
  9. Boaz
10. Buzi
11. Beeri
12. Cain
13. Cush
14. Cushi
15. Carmi
16. David
17. Elimelech
18. Eli
19. Eber
20. Hamor

21. Hezekiah
22. Hilkiah
23. Hachaliah
24. Hosea
25. Hammedatha
26. Haman
27. Isaac
28. Issachar
29. Isaiah
30. Judah
31. Josiah
32. Josiah
33. Jacob
34. Joash
35. Jesse
36. Jedidiah
37. Jehoshaphat
38. Jehoiada
39. Jozadak
40. Jair

The Berean
Christadelphian
A monthly magazine devoted wholly to the exposition and defence
of the Faith once for all delivered to the Saints, with the object of
helping to make ready a People prepared for the coming of the      
Lord. Opposed to the unscriptural teaching of the papal and

protestant churches of the world.



very year of the conjunction—a comet that no one was expecting, 
because no one knew of its existence.
The function of comets is not comprehended: but it may have 
something to do with the preservation of that equilibrium, 
whose disturbance is so groundlessly proclaimed in advance by 
alarmists. The year is well advanced, and the air is not on fire, 
nor the fish dying in shoals. There is evil enough, in truth: but 
it is of the sort we have always had.

*         *          *
IN the “Notes” section bro. Roberts answered several inquiries—

1) Dying Baby—You did right to send for the doctor. The matter 
was argued in the Christadelphian some years back. Those who 
say you sinned, lack the right understanding of Scripture.
2) The Ways of Providence—This is “Now Ready, ” as will appear 
by the announcement on page 410. It is not actually in the office 
at the moment of writing (August 16), but, being printed, and 
in the hands of the binder, it is pretty certain to be in supply 
by the time this meets the eye of the reader. It will be found a 
very well got up book.
3) Brethren Gunn and Evans—We intended to notice your 
question touching Dr. Thomas’s relation to questions of ecclesi-
al order and constitution, but have been prevented at the last 
moment for want of room. We may here say that the Dr. was on 
the side of such, and that the idea of anybody forcing the Dr. to 
accept anything he did not approve can only amuse those who 
really knew him.

*         *          *
Bible Lectures (135 Years Ago)—

“The Requirements of the Truth in Baptism”
“The Mission of Jesus Christ, and the Taking Away of Sin”
“The Truth”
“Baptism”
“The Memorial Name”

“THE BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN (ISSN 0199-4131) is published 
monthly for $15.00 U.S. per year by The Berean Christadelphian, 3540 
Pineridge, Houston, Texas, U.S.A. 77009. Periodicals postage paid at 
Houston, Texas, U.S.A. 77201. POSTMASTER: Send address chang-
es to THE BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN, 3540 Pineridge, Houston, 
Texas, U.S.A. 77009.”
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August Answers—“Colours”
  1. Seven green withs 
  2. Three white baskets 
  3. I will give him a white stone 
  4. I am black but comely 
  5. Our bed is green 
  6. First horse was white 
  7. Second horse was red 
  8. Third horse was black 
  9. Fourth horse was pale 
10. Red,blue,white,black pavement 
11. White, green and blue hangings 
12. Blueness of wound 
13. Lace of blue 
14. Ribband of blue 
15. Fifty loops of blue 
16. Rams’ skins dyed red 
17. Robe of ephod all of blue 
18. Black like an oven 
19. Black as sackcloth 
20. My skin is black 

21. If plague be greenish or reddish 
22. He searchest after every green thing 
23. Redness of eyes 
24. The first came out red all over 
25. Feed me with that red pottage 
26. His eyes red with wine 
27. His teeth white with milk 
28. Red as blood 
29. Red heifer 
30. Wherefore red in thine apparel
31. Red and lowring
32. Great red dragon
33. A yellow thin hair
34. Her feathers with yellow gold
35. Great white throne
36. Ye are as whited sepulchres
37. Thou whited wall
38. He pilled white strakes
39. Ride on white asses
40. Beloved is white and ruddy

Ecclesial News
WHANGAREI, N.Z.—Sunday School 9 am; Memorial 10:30 am; Bible Class 
Wednesday in homes–bro. Ron Crocker, 4 Wai Place, One Tree Point,      
Ruakaka, 0118 New Zealand; Ph 9-4327-954. Email: ronley744@gmail.com

FRATERNAL GATHERINGS  (If The Lord Will)
LONDON, ON—Sat., & Sun., Oct.  8 & 9—bro. David Clubb, 42 Oneida Rd., 
London, Ontario, Canada N5V 2X1; Phone (519) 451-4063; Fax (519) 451- 
9627; Email: kdclubb@rogers.com

DEAR brethren and sisters in Christ Jesus, Greetings in 
The Hope we carry forward to a day when all may know the 
Lord, in Truth and Spirit.
 When we last wrote ecclesial news, some months back, we 
touched on the need for our brethren to be conscious of the 
emerging concerns for the brotherhood as the drums of war 
beat louder. So much is happening in the political heavens 
at this time, yet the issues that are often put before us, by 
main stream media, are merely red herrings to cover up real 
intents and purposes. We now see increased involvement for 
women in future conflicts, something already adopted by 
Russia and Israel years ago, but for western nations this is 
a real concern that women will be put in direct harms way 
in time of conflict. We can pray that our brethren and sisters 
will be firm in their resolve to abstain from  involvement in 
any future conflict.
   In the Western world we more or less take for granted our 
freedom to speak and publish The Truth. Recent news from 
Russia indicates that restrictions are being placed on some 
Christian groups, limiting what they can say to others about 
their faith. We pray for the return of our Lord Jesus while 
we still enjoy religious freedom.
 The distractions of the modern world  can weaken the spirit-
ual man and woman, but there is much happening that should 
stir our interest in the prophetic word, which in turn makes 
us look up, for our Redeemer draweth nigh. Luke 21.
 With love in Christ Jesus, bro. Ron Crocker.
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is tranquilizing—it is improving, to come together and surround 
the Lord’s table and break bread in memory of Him, and to unite 
our thanksgivings and prayers and praises to Him who is not 
only the Creator of heaven and earth, but the God of Israel and 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. This appointed 
assembly on the first day of the week is always an occasion for 
renewing strength for the conflict in which we are engaged. Let 
us this morning complete its edifying and purifying power by 
making it an occasion of self-examination.
We may take the interval since our last breaking of bread as 
the basis of progress. We have had a six days’ battle—six days 
of experience common to man in his present evil state—six 
days of mortal occupation mixed with care and watchfulness 
and endurance and “thanks.” These six days are all gone, never 
to return; and we are here to look back upon them and sit in 
judgment upon them. How do they look? Each man must make 
the survey for himself.
There will come a moment when the whole of our life will lie 
in the rear in the same way. There will come a gathering much 
larger and very different from this, when the aspect and char-
acter of the past will be the very question for consideration, 
as affecting the standing and destiny of the thousands upon 
thousands there assembled in the presence of the presiding 
brother into whose hands God has committed all judgment. 

*         *          *
IN advertising the new book on “The Ways of Providence,” the following 
introduction by bro. Roberts was made—

Some time ago a newspaper account of an accident spoke of the 
escape of a certain person as “providential.” A reader wrote to 
the paper objecting to this mode of describing a natural occur-
rence. Another replied in defense of the reporter’s phraseology, 
whereupon there sprang up quite a breezy controversy on the 
nature of providence, or whether there was such a thing at all.
The following chapters may be regarded as a contribution to this 
controversy, without, however, taking part in the particular fight 
occasioned. It is a contribution standing apart from the dispute 
of the combatants. It stands upon grounds totally different from 
those on which they argued the case. It recognizes the operation 
of the fixed laws of nature as evident to universal experience, 
and demonstrated by the experiments of science. But at the same 
time, it accepts the higher form of truth presented to us in the 
Hebrew Scriptures—prophetic and apostolic.

*         *          *
In his “Editorial” remarks, brother Roberts wrote—

The conjunction of the leading planetary bodies of the solar 
system, was to lead to dreadful consequences by this time, 
according to certain astrological speculators. The conjunction, 
of course, is a fact: and the drawing effect of four of the leading 
planets, all pulling together, was probable.
The likelihood was, that God had provided some counterpoise in 
the complicated machinery of the system. A comet appears, the 

Studies and Thoughts  BY BROTHER JOHN THOMAS
DANIEL’S VISIONS—A DIVINE UNVEILING OF THE 
FUTURE  (Continued)
 The “judgment written” is the judgment that sits when the 
Ancient of Days comes. They are not only to slay the Fourth Beast, 
and to destroy its body with fire and brimstone; but they are to 
take away the dominion of the Lion-Man, and the Bear and the 
Leopard; whose peoples, and nations, and languages, however, will 
experience a better fate than those of the Fourth Beast dominion, 
for, while the constitutions of the Latins are exterminated, the 
populations of Assyria, Persia and Macedonian Egypt are per-
mitted to retain their nationality for a season and a time. That 
they do remain distinct national organizations is evident from the 
following testimonies—
 “In that day shall there be a highway out of Egypt to Assyria, 
and the Assyrian shall come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into As-
syria, and the Egyptians shall serve with the Assyrians. In that day 
shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with Assyria, a blessing in 
the midst of the land; whom Yahweh Tz’vaoth shall bless, saying, 
Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of my hand, and 
Israel my inheritance”—Isa. 19:23-25. 
 And —
 “I will set my throne in Elam, and will destroy from thence the 
king and princes: but it shall come to pass in the latter days, I will 
bring again the captivity of Elam, saith Yahweh” (Jer. 49:38,39).
 The manner in which the dominion of Assyria, and Elam or 
Persia, is taken away when the judgment sits is revealed in Micah’s 
prophecy concerning him who was to be born in Bethlehem “to be 
Ruler in Israel,” that is, concerning Christ who was born there. He 
writes —
 “And he shall stand and rule in the strength of Yahweh, in the 
majesty of the Name of Yahweh his (Elohim); and they (Israel) shall 
abide; for now shall he (Christ) be great unto the ends of the earth. 
And this (Christ-Man) shall be the peace of (Israel) when the As-
syrian (the king of the north or Gog) shall come into our land: and 
when he shall tread in our fortresses, then shall we raise against 
him seven leaders, even eight anointed ones of the Adam. And they, 
the fifteen, shall waste the land of Assyria with the sword, and the 
land of Nimrod in the entrances thereof: thus shall he (Christ) de-
liver from the Assyrian, when he cometh into our land, and when 
he treadeth within our borders”— Micah 5:2-6.
 These Eight Anointed Ones are some of the Holy Ones with the 
Ancient of Days who execute judgment at his appearing. Daniel 
does not tell us here how long a time after the ending of the 1260 
years will be occupied in the executing of judgment by the Holy 
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Ones upon the Body, Little Horn and Ten Horns of the Fourth 
Beast, which are to be utterly destroyed. This can be learned from 
another source. He contents himself for the time with informing 
us of the general result of the judgment in the entire and com-
plete overthrow of the Kingdom of Babylon represented by the 
four beasts, and in the setting up of the Kingdom by the God of 
heaven through the agency of the holy ones inclusive of Christ, 
who is their chief.
 Hence, he concludes the account of his vision by saying—“And 
the kingdom and dominion and the greatness of the kingdom 
UNDER THE WHOLE HEAVEN shall be given to the people 
of the holy ones of the High Ones, whose kingdom is an ever-
lasting kingdom and whom all dominions shall serve and obey”
(Dan. 7:27).
 This accomplished, and the kingdom will be “restored again to 
Israel,” and be in the hands of those for whom it has been preparing 
“from the foundation of the world,” and who once seized of it will 
“not leave it to other people” but retain it “forever.”
 In the seventh of Daniel the holy ones execute judgment upon 
the Beasts. The Holy Ones are styled “the saints” in the common 
version. The word saint truly signifies a Holy One; but it has been 
so misapplied by the Gentiles that I have preferred the latter, as 
keeping before the mind the saying, that “without holiness no man 
shall see the Lord.”
 The Holy Ones take the kingdom which is then given to the 
people of the Holy Ones. These are the Twelve Tribes of Israel, 
who, under the government of the holy ones, possess “the kingdom 
and dominion and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole 
heaven.”
 They possess these in the sense in which a nation is said to 
possess such things, while at the same time it is only the princes 
and rulers of the nation who possess the glory, honour, majesty 
and high offices of the Kingdom. The Holy Ones and their Head 
the Most Holy Prince will possess these with immortality, which 
pertains to them exclusively; while the Israelites who constitute 
“the people,” or subjects of the Kingdom, will stand related to the 
Holy Ones as the subjects of all nations do to the nobility and gov-
ernment of their kingdoms; but with this exception that, whereas 
the subjects and rulers of kingdoms hitherto existing in the world 
have been all mortal, and therefore under the necessity of leaving 
their houses, dignities and power to other people, or successors, 
the Princes of the Kingdom of the Deity in the Holy Land will be 
deathless, but the subjects thereof mortal.
 The possessing of the kingdom and dominion and their great-
ness under the whole heaven of the four beasts by Israel is pre-
dicted in Micah 2:12; Micah 4:6; Zeph. 3:14-20; Zech. 2:10-12; Zech. 
8:3-8, 22, 23; Ezek. 37:22, 25.

form of the visible hand of God, and not so suitable for the end 
in view as the voice of direct communication.
The end in view was to give Abraham a basis of faith and to put 
his obedience to the test. And how could Abraham have faith in 
a promise, or be submissive to a commandment around which 
the least uncertainty should be left as to its divinity? Dream, 
vision, or inspiration, may be sufficient when connected with 
other actual interpositions of the divine hand, as in Abraham’s 
own case afterwards (Gen. 15:1); but as the foundation of a 
vital plan, they were not so suitable as the unmistakeable 
angelic voice . . .
The angels frequently visited Abraham, in laying the founda-
tions of faith: also Isaac and Jacob—the heirs with him of the 
same promise—(Gen. 17:1, 22 ; 18:1, 2 ; 19:1; 22:15; 26:2). Thus 
were afforded repeated evidences of the divinity of the promises. 
And thus were Abraham, Isaac and Jacob enabled to believe.
God is not unreasonable. He does not ask man to believe with-
out evidence, but having given evidence of his having spoken, 
he is pleased with faith being placed in what he has said. What 
is said of Abraham was true of all three and of all belonging 
to their family since their day: “He believed God and it was 
counted unto him for righteousness.” (Gen. 15:6: Gal. 3:6).

*         *          *
ANOTHER interesting article appeared on the subject of “The Frog Power 
and the Battle of Armageddon,” by bro. Thirtle. Among other subjects, he 
wrote on the word “Armageddon” as translated by the revisers—

The Revised Version of the New Testament presents a striking 
alteration in the reading of a very interesting verse in the 
book of Revelation: it is perhaps allowable to call the verse 
a “very interesting” one, when it is regarded to the epoch in 
which we are now living. In the Authorized Version, Rev.16:16 
reads—“And he gathered them together into a place called in 
the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.” In the Revision we read, “And 
they gathered them together into the place which is called in 
Hebrew Har-Magedon.”. . .
In Eureka 3:603-4, Dr. Thomas shows that “Arma” stands for 
the Hebrew noun arema, a heap of sheaves; “ge” for gai a val-
ley; and don for don (or dun) judgment; and so the name sets 
forth the fact that, in the Valley of Decision, Yahweh will sit in 
judgment upon the nations, gathered as sheaves into the floor, 
when the Daughter of Zion shall arise and thresh, (Mic. 4:11, 
12, 13; Joel 3:2, 12, 14). While, then, the leaving out of one “d” 
is favourable to a proper dissection and understanding of the 
name, the adoption of the initial letter “H” is, to say the least, 
unfortunate. . . 

*         *          *
IN his “Sunday Morning Exhortation” No. 133, bro. Roberts spoke on the 
interval after the last breaking of bread—

It is probable that every one now present feels as Peter ex-
pressed himself on a different and much more interesting 
occasion. “Lord, it is good for us to be here.” It is refreshing—it 



 From these testimonies it is evident that a Kingdom consisting 
of the twelve United Tribes of Israel is to be established in the Holy 
Land under a king high in the favour of the Ancient of Days; and 
when it exists it will have the ascendancy in the world, and be 
celebrated for the fame and glory of its people among all nations. 
It is clear also that the accomplishment of these predictions will 
settle all controversies about the “Holy Places,” and be a quietus 
to all “Eastern Questions.”
 The reduction of the promises of Deity to accomplished facts 
must be the extinction, not only of the Ottoman, but of all the 
governments and powers of Europe and Asia; and the substitution 
of the Israelitish Dominion in their place, when Israel shall be 
Yahweh’s first-born among the nations of the coming age. Being 
the body of this Kingdom, whose founders are the High Ones, and 
its rulers and princes their Holy Ones, the people of the Holy Ones 
are the constituents, or commonalty, of the body, even the twelve 
tribes of Israel, the nation of Yahweh.
 The Holy Ones that slay the Graeco-Roman Dragon, destroy 
its body in the burning flame of their power, and take away the 
dominion of the Lion-Man, Bear, and Leopard, are persons who 
have attained to immortality as a part of the reward promised 
in the Gospel of the Kingdom to all “who walk in the steps of the 
faith of Abraham,” whose faith was made perfect by his works 
(Rom. 4:12; James 2:22). That they are immortals is evident, from 
it being affirmed of them that they possess the Kingdom forever, 
which those only can do who are deathless. These immortals are 
called Holy Ones, because they attain to immortality on account of 
their previous holiness, “without which no man can see the Lord;” 
that is, the Holy Ones of the vision.
 From this a very interesting question arises, namely: What did 
their holiness consist in that gave them acceptance with the High 
Ones? This is a question answered in the following words by the 
Spirit of God—“The saints are they who keep the commandments 
of Deity, and the faith of Jesus’’ (Rev. 14:12). Hence, it is writ-
ten—“Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may 
have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates 
into the city:” that is, that they may have right to immortality, 
and may enter into the Kingdom by resurrection to everlasting 
life (Rev. 22:14).
 There is nothing in the seventh of Daniel from which can be 
ascertained the length of the time during which Assyria, Persia, 
and Egypt the southern head of the Leopard, shall continue distinct 
nationalities after the taking away of their dominions by the holy 
ones. The sentence concerning them is, that “a prolonging in life 
shall be given them for a season and a time.” Now we learn from 
the Scriptures that there is a time when national distinctions 
among mankind shall have an end; a season and time cannot 
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One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago  (Continued from page 324)

On this point a dispute has arisen. It is asked whether, in the 
Lord’s Prayer an evil person, an evil thing, or evil itself in the 
abstract, is referred to. Some have contended that the prep-
osition apo could only be used in the case of a person being 
understood, but the employment of the word in other parts of 
the New Testament is against this view.
Paul expressed confidence that the Deity would effect in his 
case the very deliverance mentioned in Matt. 6:13—from evil, 
from the evil, from all that is evil. It may be observed that in 
the Lord’s Prayer, we have trespasses and temptations, and 
in conformity with these ideas, we should expect to read of 
abstract evil or evil things, rather than persons. The marginal 
note made by the Revisers shows that some of their number 
were in favour of retaining the old rendering. Anyway, there is 
no cause for the friends of the Truth to be alarmed. 

He also commented on other words and passages—
The Revisers have done something to clear away false impres-
sions as to the use of the word psuchee. To have continued the 
extraordinary practice of King James’ translators, and have 
given us “soul” in one line and “life” in another immediately 
succeeding, would never have done. All classes of readers were 
prepared for more uniformity on this point. How some will ex-
plain such verses as Matt. 16:25-26, and Mark 8:35-37 remains 
to be seen. In these passages we now have “life” in the text.
The evidence against the well known spurious passage about 
the three heavenly witnesses (1 Jn. 5:7, 8) need not be repeat-
ed. It is not surprising that the Revisers completely rejected 
this manifest interpolation, which is absent from all Greek 
manuscripts written before the fifteenth century, not noticed 
by any of the Greek or Latin fathers, and not found in any of 
the ancient versions.

*         *          *
IN Chapter 7 of the “Visible Hand of God,” bro. Roberts stated—

The divine communications to the fathers—(Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob)—may be considered the next exhibition of the 
visible hand of God. The nature of these communications was 
considered in the chapter devoted to Adam’s intercourse with 
the Elohim in Eden. We need not further refer to this beyond 
recalling the fact that the communications were made by the 
agency of angelic visitation. The reality and practical nature of 
this agency has been before dwelt upon, particularly in chapter 
2 of The Ways of Providence. It is sufficient now to recognise the 
necessity existing for its employment in the case in question . . . 
God could easily have compassed the removal of Abraham in 
the Ways of Providence without the voice of revelation: but 
how in that case could Abraham’s action have possessed the 
character of direct obedience? How could God have conveyed 
promises of good things to come? It might have been done by 
dream or inspiration: but this would only have been another 
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therefore be interminable. The reign of the holy ones is to be for 
an age, even the age of ages. This age is of co-equal duration with 
the season and time, and co-terminous with it in the ages of ages. 
In the season-and time age, then, Assyria, Persia and Egypt are 
dominionless, while the holy ones are kings “under the whole 
heaven” of the kingdom of men.
 But when the season and time end, at the time of the opening 
of the period beyond the age of ages, what then? Paul informs us 
that at the end the Son of Man shall deliver up the Kingdom to 
the Father, or Ancient of Days, having by that time put down all 
rule, and authority, and power; for he must reign till he has put 
all enemies under his feet. And when all things shall be subdued 
unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject to the Ancient 
of Days who puts all things under him, that God may be the all 
things in all (1 Cor. 15:24).
 It is evident, then, from this that the Kingdom and Dominion, 
are not to continue unchanged interminably; but that when the 
time comes to abolish death from the earth, that abolition will 
necessitate a change in the constitution of the world. The reign of 
the Son of Man and his holy companions over the nations of mortal 
men is therefore limited by that necessity. If, then, we can find a 
revelation of how long they are to reign, we shall have ascertained 
the duration of the season and time.
 This matter was revealed to John in Patmos. He tells us that he 
saw one descend from heaven and bind the Dragon, so that that 
power could not injuriously affect the nations for 1,000 years; and 
that coevally with that period he saw persons occupying thrones 
who reigned with Christ as the priests of God (Rev. 20:1-6).
 A season and a time, then, is 1,000 years, or two times of 360 
years each; and a set time of 280 years; or nine months and ten 
days of years, 280 days being a set time, or period of gestation (Gen. 
21:2). For this season and time of 1,000 years the holy ones possess 
the world as theirs. At the end of that time, sin being eradicated, 
death is abolished, and their priesthood necessarily ceases. They 
therefore reign no more as priests; but the Deity is all things in 
all the dwellers upon the earth.  (Christadelphian, 1894)

Second Voyage To Australia
(Continued)

FROM NAPLES TO THE GULF OF SUEZ
 SUNDAY, August 15, 1897 (Cont’d)— Making our way back to 
the hotel at which Edgar Gee and his school mate were employed, 
we had a little milk and tea, and then repaired to the water’s edge, 
where boats were waiting to take us on board the Darmstadt, an-
chored in mid-stream. She had nearly finished coaling when we 

to the end of his “dreadful and terrible” career . . . In this future 
and last phase of his existence, he will stand before the nations 
in his most dreadful and terrible aspect, scarlet of body with 
sin and blood, with his SIXTO-OCTAVIAN HEAD diademed 
with Ten Horns, and a Drunken Harlot sitting upon his back. 
Thus panoplied with the Mystery of Iniquity in Church and 
State, he will have consummated the mission revealed to Dan-
iel, in the full discharge of which, he was to “devour the whole 
earth, and tread it down, and break, it in pieces” (Eureka Vol. 3, 
pg. 158).
 We are very interested to find that as Europe looks at a fu-
ture without the EU, not only is sovereignty again on the rise, 
but alliances are being spoken of, even ones that shadow the 
old Beast of the Earth (northern Europe) and Beast of the Sea 
(encircling the Mediterranean)—
 The success of the Brexit referendum shined a spotlight on 
the forces threatening to tear the European Union apart, but the 
disintegration of the bloc has been long in the making. Already, 
some countries are striving to broaden cooperation beyond the 
confines of the European Union.
 Without London, the European Union may be left with a vacuum 
for issues affecting the North Sea. Geert Bourgeois, minister-pres-
ident of the Flemish regional government, proposed a North Sea 
Union comprising the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, France, 
Germany, Denmark and Belgium. The North Sea Union, a “mini-
lateral” union similar to the Union of the Mediterranean, offers a 
logical solution for a smaller group of countries united by a shared 
interest”—Stratfor, 8/16.
 The Union of the Mediterranean completely encircles the 
Mediterranean Sea, as the Roman Empire once did, while the 
North Sea Union is the northern territory roughly correspond-
ing to the Holy Roman Empire, the Two-Horned Beast. These 
territories then relate to the Beast of the Sea and the Beast of 
the Earth respectively, while the Dragon continues to abide 
in Constantinople (now Turkish; in the future, Russian).
 Whether Yahweh will cause European nations to form po-
litical alliances that are to give voices to Vienna, Rome and 
Constantinople to lead to war once again, or whether He is 
merely permitting us to see the moving shadow of the Beast in 
its various phases throughout history as a final warning that 
He is drawing His plans to a close, we nevertheless stand at a 
very significant time. 
 “Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the say-
ings of the prophecy of this book . . . Behold, I come quickly; 
and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his 
work shall be . . . Surely I come quickly.”
 “Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:12-20).—T.D.C.



the mouths from which they issue are the demons, or chiefs, of 
the dominions represented by the dragon, the beast, and the 
false prophet.
 “Now the throne of the dragon is Constantinople; that of the 
two-horned beast Vienna; and that of the image of the beast, 
Rome” (Elpis Israel, pp. 375–376).
 Dr. Thomas, though anticipating the return of Christ im-
mediately upon the end of the 1260 years, believed that these 
mouths would still be in existence at the appearing of the 
Lamb—
 “The raised up Sons of Zion, as the sword of a mighty man, 
will operate against the Sons of Greece (Zech. 9:13). This sud-
den and unexpected attack of a hitherto unheard of power, will 
come upon the Dragon, the Beast, the False Prophet, the Kings 
of the Earth, and of the whole habitable “as a thief” (Eureka  
Vol. 3, pg. 590).
 He goes on further to say—
 “When the crisis is formed, the Prophet of the Great City 
will be in high feather, exerting himself in the presence of 
the Beast, with all the spiritual influence he possesses over 
the millions of Antichristendom, to induce them to join in the 
crusade preached, as the grand rally of “the earth and the 
whole habitable” against the great and pressing terror of the 
situation.
 “The “kings of the earth” are the rulers of middle, eastern, 
and northern Europe; and those of “the whole habitable”, 
western and southern Europe, with other outlying regions, 
whose powers are Apocalyptically symbolized” (Eureka Vol. 3,
pg. 581).
 In none of these apocalyptic symbols is there a mention of a 
mouth in Brussels, speaking for all the territories of the Beast, 
in any of its phases. 
 What we do see repeatedly mentioned are European sov-
ereignties, once numbered as ten in European history, and 
political arrangements between these sovereign powers. 
 This is the “natural” state of Europe, to which, as the opening 
news writer remarked, Europe is on a path to returning.
 Now note Dr. Thomas’s comment about the Beast of the 
Earth—
 “The Beast of the Earth is an extension of Daniel’s Fourth 
Beast northwards, through the forests of Germany, in which 
the Romans of the old world could never effect a permanent 
settlement . . .
  “As, then, the moon hath her different phases, called new, 
half, gibbous, and full, nevertheless the same moon; so also 
Daniel’s Fourth Beast hath his phases, which are different 
constitutional manifestations, yet the beast remains the same 
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got on board, but we came in for a few parting gusts of coal dust. 
When a mode or producing electricity has been discovered that will 
dispense with coal consumption, a vast reform will be effected in 
various directions. Among others, sea-voyaging will be delivered 
from the very considerable nuisance inseparable  from re-coaling. 
In about half-an-hour we lifted anchor and slowly steamed into 
the canal at the regulation speed of five miles an hour.
 The scene was superb. The sky bright and tranquil: the air clear 
with a brilliant clearness: the water smooth as glass: the shades 
of evening beginning to form in the mellow tints of a far-reaching 
desert horizon. All was peace.
 After surveying the beautiful scene from various points of the 
ship and talking of the circumstances leading to the formation of 
the canal and the British occupation of Egypt, we retired to one 
of our cabins and had our Bible reading with much enjoyment, 
followed by such an edifying breaking of bread, and prayer. How 
much is missed even now by those who do not believe because 
they do not read and do not read because they do not believe.
 The canal is 70 miles long, and it takes twelve hours to go 
through. The steamers going through have to show an electric 
search light in front, lighting up the banks on both sides and 
showing anything that might turn up in the nature of obstruction 
or small craft ahead. When we were half way through, something 
went wrong with our search light apparatus. We were therefore 
by the laws of the canal compelled to stop till the apparatus was 
repaired. While we were moored, a French steamboat that was 
following us, passed us and went ahead.
 At first the French steamer did not know who we were, and 
was disposed to return our salutation: but when she was presently 
found out that we were German, passengers and crew fairly howled 
at us. The French have never forgiven the terrible whipping they 
received at the hands of the Germans in 1870. The Germans would 
be friends, but the French are irreconcilable. It is one of those na-
tional feuds that will probably last till all international hatreds 
are extinguished in the deluge that will overwhelm the world in 
the day of Mount Zion. “Goodwill among men” will become the 
order of the day when the foolish nations have the wind knocked 
out of them by the divine judgments which are alone equal to the 
needed reform.
 We had hoped for a quiet night and a good sleep, passing 
through the canal. Instead of that, all sleep was killed by the 
donkey-engine, which seemed to be at work all night, as if 
unloading cargo. There were also loud voices, and the steady 
blowing of a whistle. It seems also, that somewhat of a farce 
was enacted on board during the night.
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 A certain fledgling on board—with haughty airs, yet somewhat 
of a simpleton—had managed to make himself odious to some of 
his fellow passengers, by some lordly act of officiousness with the 
captain; and he, having expressed a wish, as the vessel was stopped, 
to land and walk to Suez, and join the vessel there, they made up 
their minds to have a practical joke with him.
 They encouraged him in the project of walking to Suez, and sug-
gested various precautions which they represented to be needful in 
the risks he would run from the marauding Bedouin. Under their 
advice, he provided revolvers. They also gravely represented the 
possibility of accident getting him into straits, and induced him to 
get ready a supply of provisions. They suggested it would be a wise 
precaution to make his will in case of eventualities.
 For a moment, he entertained the idea, but he had not time to 
carry it out, when they suggested that it would be wise for some of 
them to go with him, to protect him in case of attack. He thought 
that a capital idea. It was getting about time to start, and they 
further suggested that the members of the expedition should have 
a substantial meal together before starting. He thought this also a 
good suggestion, and went downstairs and ordered a supper of tea 
and sandwiches for five.
 I heard him give the order at the steward’s bar, as I sat writing 
in the saloon: but I did not at that time understand the meaning 
of it, but supposed a party was about to get off at Ismailia, to take 
the train for Cairo. The whole affair being thoroughly arranged, 
one of the party suggested that the captain’s authority should be 
applied for, for how otherwise were they to get the boat lowered, to 
land. Certainly. Off he pretended to go to the captain, and returned 
with the announcement that the captain would not consent.
 The whole of the company got an intense hour’s mirth out of 
it. I heard the immoderate laughter, but did not understand till 
next day. I could not listen to the recital without amusement: but 
I could not have taken part in such a piece of fooling, because of 
its violation of truth, and its perpetration of refined cruelty. We 
remarked to each other it was the most curious Sunday we had 
ever spent.

*          *          *
 MONDAY, August 16, 1897—When we got on deck, we were 
nearly out of the canal at Suez. After breakfast, we were at anchor 
in the bay of Suez, and in sight of the place where the sublime 
events of Exodus 14 occurred.
 Everybody was on deck and watching the new scene with in-
terest, but so far as we could make out, none with the interest 
inspired by the work of Moses 3,500 years ago. As I found my-
self standing next to our Music Professor, I said, “That is where 

THE BEAST OF THE LATTER DAYS
 Daniel’s Fourth Beast, we are given to understand by Dr. 
Thomas’s efforts, will encompass the ancient territories of 
Babylon, the Medo-Persian Empire, the Greek Empire, and the 
Roman, and many nations beside. As a collective power, this 
phase is found in Nebuchadnezzar’s Image standing upon its 
feet. This task of causing to stand falls to the Russian Gogue, 
who is the “proud man” of Hab. 2:5, and he will accomplish 
this through the political formation of the feet of the Image by 
the joining of Clay with European Iron: “Woe to him . . . that 
ladeth himself with thick clay!” (Hab. 2:6).
 Now Daniel said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, “Thou sawest 
till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the 
image upon his FEET that were of iron and clay, and brake 
them to pieces” (Dan. 2:34).
 That is to say, the brittle alliance that Gogue will have cre-
ated for himself will be shattered by the little stone, Christ. 
This is the impact of Armageddon.
 But the toes of the Image are a different matter. These, 
corresponding to the 10 horns on the head of the Beast as 
witnessed by John, are European nations, sovereign powers, 
which after this juncture will decide their best course of action 
will be to heed the False Prophet in their midst—“And the ten 
horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received 
no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with 
the beast. These have one mind, and shall give their power 
and strength unto the beast. These shall make war with the 
Lamb” (Rev. 17:12-14).
 Armageddon will only have started the Beast on its course 
“into perdition.” There will still be sovereign powers in Europe 
to contest the Arm of Yahweh after the downfall of Gogu  up-
on the mountains of Israel.
THREE UNCLEAN SPIRITS LIKE FROGS
 But before all this we have the prophecy concerning the 
unclean spirits like frogs. Again, we have Dr. Thomas—
 “ ‘I saw,’ says the apostle, “three unclean spirits like frogs 
out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the 
beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are 
the spirits of demons working wonders, and they go forth to 
the kings of the earth, and of the whole habitable to assemble 
them to the war of that great day of God the Almighty. And 
he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew 
tongue, Armageddon.”
 “In this passage we have to consider the “three unclean 
spirits like frogs,” the three mouths out of which they pro-
ceed, the parties to whom they go forth, and the fruit of their 
mission . . . They are called “the spirits of demons” . . . because 
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through the ages according to the various symbols found in 
the prophetic word—
 “There is, first, the system of Romanised barbarian nations 
that emerged upon the political arena on the downfall of Impe-
rial Rome. The whole formed a beast with the horns crowned 
(or the separate governments sovereign) (Rev. 13:1); and having 
a blaspheming Roman mouth with power to make war against 
the saints for forty and two months, or 1260 years (vs. 5 and 7).
 “After this, there is “another beast,” originating from the in-
ner parts of Europe as distinct from the maritime section, and 
therefore seen to “come up out of the earth” (v. 11). This is the 
change that resulted from the advent of the German Empire and 
its military ascendancy over the Roman countries. With this, 
papalism became incorporate as a co-ordinate power, resulting 
in a two-horned beast or constitution of Europe composed of 
“Pope and Emperor” as the leading features. This beast “ex-
ercised all the power of the first beast before him” (v. 12), for 
it inherited absolutely the power and dominion of the system 
of things preceding its appearance on the scene—namely, the 
phase represented by the ten-horned, Lionmouthed Beast of 
the Sea, with its wounded imperial headship. 
 “Then came an attempt to restore the original imperial form 
of Romanism, foreshown by the resolve of the Beast of the earth, 
or German phase, to make an image or likeness of the original 
beast, by proclaiming Rome once more the imperial head of 
Europe. All these phases embrace details which explain the 
latter-day separability of the beast and the false prophet. It 
was appointed that at the end, the Roman system, as a political 
system or beast, should cease to have power to “make war with 
the saints and overcome them.” This involved the separation 
of the civil and ecclesiastical power, which is the feature of 
European life at the present day . . .
 “It is therefore in harmony with the actual situation of the 
time of the end that the Papacy should appear as a false proph-
et, and not as a beast: and that the powers whose support he 
tries to conjure, should be separately symbolised by the beast” 
(Christadelphian, 1894, p. 12).
 The False Prophet, therefore, stands distinctively from the 
Beast as it is finally constituted at the time of its overthrow. 
Nevertheless he will have a sphere of great influence on the 
course of the Beast—a fact confirmed in symbol of “a woman 
sitting upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, 
having seven heads and ten horns. And the woman was arrayed 
in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious 
stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand” (Rev. 17:3-4).

the children of Israel crossed the sea.”
 “Oh!” said he, in a sceptical tone. “Don’t you believe it?” said 
I. He shrugged his shoulders, held out his hand, and shook his 
head. “What?” said I, “Don’t you believe in Christ?” He said “Yes.” 
I answered, “And Christ believed in the crossing of the Red Sea, 
and you don’t; how is that?” 
 With a squirm of agony, he said he thought they ought to have 
that subject at another time. I asked what better time could there 
be than when in the very locality where the great event happened? 
He walked off.
 No doubt it was rude on my part: but I am not ashamed. I can-
not restrain a considerable feeling of indignation at the universal 
choking, killing, burying, locking-up and general banishment of 
God’s claims on man’s attention. God will Himself shortly avenge 
this insane state of things. But that is no reason why His servants 
should be silent.
 We talked together of the subject among ourselves, with maps 
before us, and by-and-bye went downstairs and read the Mosaic 
account of the crossing of the Red Sea and the drowning of the 
Egyptians, in addition to our usual delightful daily reading.
 In the afternoon, while the passengers were reading and 
snoozing on deck, they were suddenly roused by the cry “A man 
overboard!” They sprang to their feet like mad people, and rushed 
with a shout to the bulwarks. There, in the water, the man was, 
plainly enough, fast receding with the motion of the vessel, but 
swimming bravely in the waves.
 Three life-buoys were thrown to him, one after the other, but 
they were of no use. The engines were stopped as soon as possible, 
and a boat lowered. The man could be seen now and then, but at 
last became invisible in the shadows of the waves. The boat rowed 
in the direction of the floating life-buoys, and the eyes of a hundred 
people followed her movements with painful anxiety. The boat itself 
became at last invisible. It was evident it had not found the man.
 The steamboat was making a slow circle round the place (which 
was not far from where the children of Israel crossed). Suddenly, a 
cry was raised that the man was on the other side of the steamboat, 
and there he was, about six hundred yards off. Another boat was let 
down and rowed in the direction where the man had been seen. For 
a considerable time it sailed about without apparently finding him. 
The boat was drifting far from the steamboat, and the passengers 
were giving up the man as lost, when one of the officers went aloft 
with a glass, and reported that the boat had got the man.
 The passengers raised a cheer. The boat was then seen pulling 
towards us. She was soon alongside, and lifted into the steamer. 
As we looked over the bulwarks while she was being hoisted, it 
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seemed at first as if they had not got the man, but there he was, 
lying like a dead fish, at the bottom of the boat.
 By and bye, the other boat came, and was hoisted up, and then 
the steamer resumed her way, with a feeling of relief. The excite-
ment and intense solicitude of the crowd for the man’s rescue were 
beautiful to behold: but I could not help reflections.
 The man who fell overboard was, before he fell overboard, an 
object of no interest to anyone on board. Now that he was saved (for 
he came round all right afterwards) he would sink into the same 
dead level of disregarded uninterestingness. Yet, while he was in 
danger of dying, there was an agony of benevolent anxiety on his 
account, and perfectly frantic exertions and exclamations on his 
behalf. What a pity, thought I, that there could not be a diffusion 
of this kindly concern over the unexciting moments of mortal peril: 
for mortal peril is continually with us.
 Men who would not lift a finger for each other in the common 
necessities of life—who even hate each other and slowly kill each 
other—will be worked up into an honest frenzy of sympathy, if 
danger takes a dramatic and threatening shape.
 The cause is largely intellectual. When a man falls overboard, 
it requires no exercise of mind to realise his danger, and there is 
no sacrifice of one’s own interest  in any way, in helping to lower a 
boat, or shouting to direct the exertions of the rowers.
 But in the slow-working, but not less real perils of life, it requires 
discernment and some degree of imaginative power to see it, and 
therefore, to be moved by it; and it involves some personal sacrifice 
to be of any use to the sufferer. And personal sacrifice is chilled off 
by shortness of purse and other disabilities belonging to the system 
of society into which mankind have wriggled themselves.
 “Goodwill among men” is stifled by the circumstances of men, as 
in a house on fire, or a ship sinking. Let us have the circumstances 
altered. Let us have a government, with all power and capacity, that 
will not have to consult the people as to the laws, and we should 
soon have the amount of compulsory enlightenment and enforced 
plenty that will make human sympathy as common as it is now 
rare.
 This will not be—cannot be—till God’s King reigns, and teaches 
mankind, with severe strokes, the first lessons of glory to God in 
the highest. There will then be peace on earth and good will among 
men: and mankind will be as beautiful and interesting as they are 
for a moment while straining over the bulwarks of a vessel at sea, 
when a man has fallen overboard.
 The time spent in rescuing the man deprived us of the sight of 
Mount Sinai. The light departed before we got abreast of it. We got 
a very good view of the hill ranges gradually leading southward 

 Today, however, the United States needs a new strategy, because 
the EU no longer seems up to the task of protecting its borders or 
competing geopolitically.
 In a Europe of revived nation-states, countries will continue to 
form alliances based on common interests and security concerns. 
Recognizing the weakness of the EU, some states have already 
done so. The Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia, 
for example—normally a disjointed group—have joined forces to 
oppose EU plans that would force them to accept thousands of 
refugees—Foreign Affairs, 9/16.
 Many items of significance appear in the above article: 
Brexit; an aggressive Russia; ISIS; refugees; anti-Semitism; 
European military weakness—all of which are meaningful 
components of the neon-bright Signs of Christ’s appearing.  
 But there is another undercurrent that is slowly revealing 
itself, one that elevates Europe to the forefront of our inter-
est—and that is the increasingly attractive idea of a return to 
sovereignty.
A RETURN TO SOVEREIGNTY
 A nationalistic, or self-serving agenda causes a country to 
consider itself first and foremost as an independent political 
state. The implication is that it is free to appoint a govern-
ment as it wishes, levy taxes as it wishes, and make suitable 
arrangements with its neighbours as it wishes, without being 
overridden from a bureaucracy from afar (in this case Brus-
sels). Even something as seemingly unrelated as the EU de-
ciding that electronics firm Apple had unfairly avoided taxes 
in Ireland has implications, as Ireland feels it no longer has 
control of its own economic decisions and now chaffs at the 
“interference” from Brussels. 
 Two paragraphs from the news article above therefore stand 
out—
 “National leaders across the continent are already turning 
inward, concluding that the best way to protect their countries 
is through more sovereignty, not less.” And—
 “In a Europe of revived nation-states, countries will continue 
to form alliances based on common interests and security con-
cerns . . . The Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia, 
for example—normally a disjointed group—have joined forces 
to oppose EU plans.”
 This, we are convinced, pointedly reveals the hand of Deity 
in European affairs, signaling the nearness of Christ’s return. 
 For one thing we have learned from the expositions of Dr. 
Thomas is that the Beast, which is principally European in 
nature, has continually changed, or moved through phases, 
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self-evident. Then came the Ukraine crisis. In 2014, the Ukrainian 
people took to the streets and overthrew their corrupt president. 
Immediately afterward, Russia invaded and annexed Crimea, 
and it soon sent soldiers and artillery into eastern Ukraine, too. 
The EU’s leaders had hoped that economic inducements would 
inevitably increase the union’s membership and bring peace and 
prosperity to an ever-larger public. 
 But that dream proved no match for Russia’s tanks and so-called 
little green men.
 Moscow’s gambit was not, on its own, enough to cripple the 
EU. But soon, another crisis hit, and this one nearly pushed the 
union to its breaking point. In 2015, more than a million refugees 
entered Europe, and since then, many more have followed.
 The EU’s architects created a head without a body: they built a 
unified political and administrative bureaucracy but not a united 
European nation.
 The bet against sovereignty has failed. But sovereignty’s resur-
gence has conjured up many dark memories of the nationalism 
that twice brought the continent to the brink of annihilation. 
Many observers now worry that European politics are coming to 
resemble those of the 1930s, when populist leaders spewed hate 
to whip up support. Such fears are not wholly unfounded. The 
strident xenophobia of Austria’s Freedom Party recalls the early 
days of fascism. Anti-Semitism has risen across Europe.
 A re-nationalization of Europe may be the continent’s best hope 
for security. 
 Although the EU has generated wealth through its common 
market, it is increasingly a source of instability. The EU has failed 
to keep Europe safe. Since 1949, Europe has relied on NATO—and, 
in particular, the U.S.—to secure its borders. The EU is unlikely 
to create its own army, at least in the near future, as its members 
have different strategic priorities and little desire to cede military 
sovereignty to Brussels.
 Today, the identifiable enemies that have arisen around Europe, 
from Russia to the self-proclaimed Islamic State (also known as ISIS), 
seem far more worrying to most people than the potential chaos 
arising from the dissolution of the EU. Their hope is that individual 
countries will provide the kind of safety that Brussels can’t.
 In the decades after WWII, Washington sought to contain the 
Soviet Union not just through nuclear deterrence and a sizable 
military presence in Europe but also by promoting European 
integration. A united continent, the thinking went, would pacify 
Europe, strengthen the economies of U.S. allies, and encourage 
them to cooperate with Washington to ward off the Soviet menace.

towards it; and of the narrow wilderness at its foot, by the sea, 
along which the children of Israel marched, on their way from 
Rephidim to the wilderness of Sinai.
 Sister Roberts and I read together the account of Israel’s jour-
neying, as we leant over the bulwark on the left side of the vessel, 
watching the mountain country pass before us like a panorama. 
Sis. Roberts was rather disappointed when darkness fell before 
the stern elevations of Sinai proper came into view.
             (To be continued, God willing)

The Bond Of Perfectness
By BRO. G. V. GROWCOTT

“Whoso hath this world’s goods, and seeth his brother have need, 
and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwel-

leth the love of God in him?” (1 Jn. 3:17).
 FOR acceptable walk in the Truth, and for ecclesial health and 
harmony and a state of true mutual spiritual joyfulness to which we 
as the sons and daughters of God are freely invited, it is necessary 
that the Spirit’s teachings on the subject of love be continually and 
repeatedly presented before the mind.
 The love which the Scriptures present to us as the fundamental 
characteristic of godliness is not a natural thing. It is contrary to 
all that is natural. It is purely a spiritual thing. It is a divine, trans-
forming, unearthly principle of life.
 It is a power and force that overcomes and subdues all that is 
natural. It is the “bond of perfectness”—the bond—the binding 
together, the uniting, the unifying power of perfection—unity of 
perfection—perfect oneness, based upon the only possible basis for 
perfect oneness—an enthusiastic mutual striving toward perfection.
 Any aim short of perfection is not unifying, but dividing and 
breaking up. No group can have true unity unless it is wholly and 
wholeheartedly dedicated to the pursuit of divine perfection.

*          *          *
 And Love is the “bond of perfectness.” Unless we as a group 
mutually possess this bond together, we might as well go our sep-
arate ways because we shall never have any true ecclesial unity or 
spiritual life without it.
 Let us face this basic fact of ecclesial life. If we are not prepared 
as a whole body to love each other with a pure heart fervently, then 
our assembling together is utterly meaningless; we are just anoth-
er poor little lost group among millions of others. It is worse than 
meaningless—it is a sad, pitiful delusion destined only to failure.
 The Body of Christ is not a lot of little isolated individual 
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compartments. It is not a limited association merely for form and 
convenience—It is one intimate, closely-knit intensely interdepen-
dent unity—
 “By one Spirit are we all baptized into one Body.”
 “The eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor 
again the head to the feet, I have no need of thee.”
 “God hath tempered the body together . . . that the members should 
have the same care one for another.”
 These are Paul’s remarks toward the end of 1st Corinthians 12, 
where he is leading up to the revelation of the “more excellent way” 
of love so beautifully delineated in chapter 13.
 The Scriptures are very specific about what this love is of which 
he speaks—what are the evidences of its presence or absence 
among us.
 It is a terribly sad fact that many accept the Truth and spend 
their whole life in it often very actively without ever perceiving this 
basic first principle of godliness.

*     *     *
 It is always more profitable, wherever it is possible, to allow our 
train of thought and meditation to be shaped and guided by some 
specific portion of Scripture, for there is never any better, or more 
powerful, or more effective, way of presenting a subject than the 
way God Himself presents it in His holy Word.
 The principle of love is very prominent all through the Scriptures. 
As Jesus points out, the two greatest commandments of the Law 
concern love, and furthermore, he says that love is the fulfilling of 
the whole Law—that all the Law hangs upon these commandments 
concerning love.
 Love is the declared basis of all God’s dealings with Israel, 
throughout both the Old Testament and the New.
 But when we think of a specific portion of Scripture in relation 
to this subject, we naturally turn to the first Epistle of John.
 John’s words throughout are beautiful and sublime. If we could 
continually live in their atmosphere, it would cleanse and purge us 
of all fleshliness and earthiness.
 John’s first use of the word “love” in this epistle emphasizes a 
truth which it is essential to make clear at the outset—that love 
in the true, scriptural sense is not the flabby, shapeless, foggy sen-
timentalism as presented by the churches of the world, but a clear, 
precise, careful adherence to specific divine instructions based upon 
a pure zeal and affection for God.
 Love is not something contrary to law and command, but rather 
that which gives all divine law its power and purpose and life 

of national borders having taken place with the fall of the 
USSR 25 years ago, and with the most notable changes having 
occurred 100 years ago: World War I was the political earth-
quake that accounts for most of the major differences in the 
European map from Dr. Thomas’s day to our own. 
 After the Second World War, Europe, along with nearly every 
other nation across the globe, sought a means of preventing 
European rivalries from once again triggering a world war. A 
belief that co-dependent economies held the answer led to the 
establishment of such political constructs as the European Coal 
and Steel Community and its successor, the European Union. 
 For a time it seemed to work. Successive decisions and en-
largements broke down borders and a common currency was 
created to equalize trade among member nations. 
 But this respite was only prolonged according to the Deity’s 
will. We are now witnessing a significant upheaval to this polit-
ical model due to the UK’s separation from the EU.
 As time goes on, the repercussions of this decision are rip-
pling with ever greater effect across the European continent. 
The fallout from this earthquake is still intensifying. Every 
additional month that passes has revealed that Europe is 
becoming increasingly fractured—
WORST POLITICAL CRISIS SINCE WWII
  Europe currently finds itself in the throes of its worst political 
crisis since World War II. 
 At the same time as its internal politics have gone off the rails, 
Europe now faces new external dangers. In the east, a revanchist 
Russia—having invaded Ukraine and annexed Crimea—looms 
ominously. 
 To Europe’s south, the collapse of numerous states has driven 
millions of migrants northward and created a breeding ground 
for Islamist terrorists. Recent attacks in Paris and Brussels have 
shown that these extremists can strike at the continent’s heart.
 Such mayhem has underscored the price of ignoring the geopo-
litical struggles that surround Europe. Yet the EU, crippled by the 
euro crisis and divisions over how to apportion refugees, no longer 
seems strong or united enough to address its domestic turmoil or 
the security threats on its borders. 
 National leaders across the continent are already turning in-
ward, concluding that the best way to protect their countries is 
through more sovereignty, not less. Many voters seem to agree.
 As Europe’s history makes painfully clear, a return to aggressive 
nationalism could be dangerous, not just for the continent but also 
for the world.
 The EU’s boosters argued that the benefits of membership were 
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and meaning and beauty (1 Jn. 2:4-5)—
 “He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, 
is a liar . . .  but whoso keepeth His Word, in him verily is the love of 
God perfected.”
 This expression, “the love of God,” involves more than either our 
love for God or God’s love for us—it implies the love that appertains 
to God—that divine, spiritual, mutual relationship between God 
and the child of God. For love to be perfected, it must be a mutual, 
reciprocating love.
 The keeping (that is obeying) of the Word is the only path to the 
perfecting of the divine relationship.
 In verses 7 to 9 he speaks of the new commandment which 
was not a new commandment, but which was the same from the 
beginning.
 Jesus said, speaking to his disciples during the last evening 
before the crucifixion—
 “A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another.”
 “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have 
love one to another.”
 He gives this command special emphasis in circumstances, too, 
that add to its weight and importance.
 We may ask ourselves: Are we Jesus’ disciples? He said this 
could clearly be determined from whether we manifest love for one 
another in the special, spiritual way he describes.
 Brotherly love was an old commandment in that, as Jesus 
pointed out as regard the Law, it was at the heart and root of all 
commandments.
 It was a new commandment in that it was the foundation of the 
new man, the new birth, the new and living way, the new creation, 
the new Name, the new covenant, the new Jerusalem, the new 
heaven, and new earth. It was new in the depth and beauty which 
his own example gave it—
 “As I have loved you . . .”
 “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends.”

*          *          *
 Before John goes further into the subject of love, he speaks of 
what must not be loved—verses 15 to17 of the first epistle (ch. 2)—
 “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.”
 “If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.”
 These are serious words, and we do well to ponder them 
deeply, and honestly test ourselves by them. We all desire 
eternal life. We all recognize the great desirability of God’s 
favor and blessing and acceptance.

 We read in Luke 11:1 that as Jesus was praying, when he ceased, 
one of his disciples asked him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also 
taught his disciples.” Jesus then gave them that model prayer which 
begins and ends with the exaltation of God, and merely makes the 
few simple requests necessary for sustenance, and which leads on 
to the thought of the coming of that same great kingdom which 
was revealed to Daniel, as the hope set before us, and which Jesus 
preached: Matt. 24:14; Mark 1:14; Luke 11:1; John 3:3,5.
 Jesus forbade using “vain repetitions,” which is the custom of 
some. See Matt. 6:7. He also counselled us to pray for our enemies, 
and as we know, he himself did this, even on the occasion of his great 
suffering—“Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.”
 Another important thing that we must never forget is the advice 
to pray for help when in temptation or extreme trial. Jesus said to 
Peter and those about to forsake him, “Pray that ye enter not into 
temptation: the spirit truly is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
 Even true saints are often at a loss as to just how to frame their 
position in order to please their heavenly Father (Rom. 8:26). But 
Christ (the Lord, the Spirit) maketh intercession for us with sighs 
too deep for utterance (See RSV).
 We are also admonished to “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem”—
another reference to the Kingdom of God with Jerusalem as its 
capital and the ensuing universal peace.
 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men” (Luke 2:14), will come when Jesus reigns on the earth on Mt. 
Zion and from sea to sea, from the river to the ends of the earth.
 In. Rev. 22:20 we read—“He who testifies these things says, surely 
I come soon” (RSV).
 John adds this prayer—“Amen, Come Lord Jesus.”    (Visitor, 1956)

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy
EUROPEAN REALIGNMENT
 Now that the United Kingdom has made its choice, it will 
negotiate a new precedent in Europe, maintaining most of the 
benefits of the common market while placing tight restrictions 
on immigration. Euroskeptic forces across the Continent, in kind, 
will take note and make their own demands. Nations will reassert 
their interests, members will reclaim their powers and like-minded 
countries will band together, returning Europe to its more frag-
mented—and arguably more natural—former self—Stratfor, 9/16.
 We have become long-accustomed to the current political con-
figuration of Europe—with the last significant reconfiguration 
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 Let us then have the wisdom to face and accept this clear instruc-
tion in the way of life. It is very small and unworthy and childish to 
want to have it both ways.
 What are the “things of the world” we cannot love—if we truly 
love God, if we truly understand what the love of God means? They 
are its honors, associations, activities, pleasures and amusements. 
The world is pressing in on us during all our waking hours seeking 
our love and attention and interest. It takes a deep and strong 
comprehension of the love of God to withstand and hold firm.
 “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.”
 “And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof, but he that 
doeth the will of God abideth for ever.”
 There is the great contrast between life and death.
 John is about to tell us of the life-giving joys and glories of divine 
love, and he must clear the ground first. He must make the issue 
crystal clear. He must leave no misunderstanding about the fact that 
we must put away all interest, desire, and affection for the things 
of the world if we want to be part of the glorious company that are 
united in the unspeakable joys of the love of God.
 In the remainder of chapter 2 he speaks of the unfaithful ones 
who had not remained steadfast to the love of God. He speaks of the 
promise of eternal life and urges them not to be drawn away but to 
hold fast to what they had received and faithfully abide in him.

*          *          *
 Then, beginning chapter 3 he returns to the subject of love—
 “Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, 
that we should be called the sons of God!”
 It is fitting that he should begin there for, as he tells us, the love 
of God for man is the root and well-spring of all our love for God and 
for each other. It is the motive and force behind all  love.
 God’s love for man, as supremely manifested in His only begotten 
Son, is the transforming power and incentive of all holiness and 
righteousness—
 “We are more than conquerors through him that loved us” (Rom. 
8:37).
 “The life I now live, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loves 
me and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20).
 “The love of Christ constraineth us” (2 Cor. 5:14).
 “We love, because He first loved us” (1 Jn. 4:19).

*          *          *
 Beginning chapter 3, and arising from the thought of this mar-
velous manifestation of God’s love in calling us, as weak, erring 

sentiment of verse 7, “Shew thy marvellous lovingkindness, O thou 
that savest by Thy right hand them that put their trust in Thee.” 
What wonderful, God honoring thoughts these are for examples.
 Turning now to the second chapter of Daniel we find the great 
king Nebuchadnezzar trying to find someone wise enough to inter-
pret his dream. In despair and anger he was about to destroy all 
the wise men; but the king’s purpose was made known to Daniel, 
who told his three companions to pray that God in mercy might 
make the matter known to them.
 An angel was sent to Daniel informing him of the dream and its 
meaning. We may well know that Daniel not only asked his com-
panions to pray, but himself prayed for the dream and interpreta-
tion to be shown to him. Verses 17-23 delineate what thankfulness 
Daniel felt and how righteously he praised and thanked God for 
His merciful kindness in revealing to him and his companions the 
things they had prayed for.
 Daniel revealed the dream and its interpretation to the king, 
showing him of the coming of a great universal kingdom over all 
the earth which would break in pieces and destroy all the opposing 
kingdoms, and stand forever (v.44).
 Being a man of prayer Daniel did not cease to pray to his God, 
even when the king threatened to destroy those who dared to offer 
prayer to any but the king. From chapter 6 we learn how Daniel 
defied the command of the great king and continued to pray to God 
as he had done before. The result was his deliverance from death 
by the dreadful lions.
 These things written aforetime are for our careful, prayerful 
consideration that we may develop a like robust faith in God. Note 
also chapter 9:4-19, the beautiful model prayer uttered by this 
faithful man. Notice how Daniel classes himself with wicked Israel, 
rather than exalt himself as righteous above them. Can we not see 
from this the truth of Paul’s words: “There is none righteous, no, not 
one”, and “for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”
 We must honor God through our Mediator, and remember the 
humble publican and the self-righteous Pharisee of Luke 18:9-14.
 With what kindly condescension was Daniel treated, and how 
quickly his noble prayer was answered: “At the beginning of thy sup-
plications the commandment came forth, and I am come to show thee; 
for thou are greatly beloved” (9:23). Think of this unspeakable honor 
that was for Daniel: “greatly beloved” of God. This was because of his 
humble prayer, and God honoring character. Daniel means “judgment 
of God”; and the names of his companions have much meaning con-
cerning their relation to God, which would bear close study.



If we do this, bearing in mind that only a repentant, humble prayer 
is acceptable, then our prayer will be a delight to our Father in 
heaven.
 Moses interceded for Israel when they sinned, even as Jesus, 
our mediator (Heb. 12:24), intercedes for us.
 Sometimes it might appear that Moses saved Israel when God 
was determined to destroy them without mercy; as when God said, 
“I have seen this people, and, behold it is a stiff-necked people: Now 
therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, 
and that I may consume them and, I will make of thee a great 
nation” (Ex. 32:9-14).
 Why did God thus apparently intend to destroy Israel? We must 
remember that they were only deserving of death; hence God could 
have in perfect justice destroyed them. However, He gave them 
Moses as their mediator; so God was testing and developing Moses 
as mediator and intercessor, as a type of a greater Mediator, “who 
also maketh intercession for us” (Rom. 8:27).
 God was pleased with Moses’ intercession and his righteous 
prayer delighted Him. The prayer of the upright Moses was His 
delight; and for Moses’ sake and for that of the remnant in Israel 
who were worthy of consideration, God spared Israel. He “repent-
ed” of the evil He had threatened; that is, He changed His attitude 
and permitted them to live. Moses often interceded for Israel, as 
will be noted from the following passages: Num. 14:12-14; Psa. 
106:23; Deut. 9:14.
 The patriarch Abraham, who was also a priest, interceded to 
God on behalf of wicked Sodom, and had there been ten righteous 
men there, God would have spared the city. It appeared however, 
that Lot alone was a righteous man in Sodom, and God spared 
him (Gen. 18:32).
 We are exhorted by James to “confess our faults one to another, 
and pray for one another” (5:16); and the case of Elijah is cited to 
inspire the same zeal and strong faith within us. Elijah’s prayer 
and deep faith in God as recorded in 1 Kings 18:36-44 gives a 
graphic portrayal of deep abiding faith in God, which we know 
was pleasing, for it was answered.
 Many of the prayers of the “sweet Psalmist of Israel” are to be 
admired for the beauty of the sacred phraseology employed: “It 
is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and to sing praises 
unto Thy Name, O most High” (Psa.92:1). And at verse 5, “O Lord, 
how great are Thy works! and Thy thoughts are very deep.”
 In Psalm 17:1 David earnestly entreats God to “Give ear unto 
my prayer, that goest not out of feigned lips,” and note the lofty 
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mortals, to be His children in glory, the apostle stresses how this 
hope and promise must lead us to holiness, how out of place and 
out of harmony any worldliness or ungodliness is with this divine 
relationship.
 Then he says (v. 10)— 
 “In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the 
devil.”
 “Whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that 
loveth not his brother.”
 Any ill feeling to any of our brethren cuts us off from relationship 
to God.
 “For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that 
we should love one another.”
 We notice that he divides all mankind into two relationships the 
children of God and the children of the Devil.
 This is a very sobering thought—if we are not one, we are the 
other. There are no neutrals—we are either of the Seed of the 
Woman—that is, of Christ in harmony with the mind of Christ, or 
we are of the Seed of the Serpent. And he gives two identifications 
of the children of God—
 1. Doing righteousness.
 2. Loving his brother.
 Let us try to fully realize the prominent and vital place this 
matter of loving our brethren is given in the commands of God. We 
find that John returns to it again and again.
 Let us closely follow his thought here as he continues (v. 14)—
 “We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we 
love the brethren.”
 Here is a simple, but deeply searching test that we can each 
apply to ourselves, to see if we really have passed from death to 
life, to see if we really are “in the faith,” or just living a lie.
 Do we find ourselves powerfully moved and motivated by love, 
kindness, concern, gentleness, sympathy, patience, and desire to 
render comfort and service to all our brethren? Not just a limited 
few who happen to please us and appeal to us, but to all, especially 
to those who seem least lovable—these are the ones most in need 
of patience and guidance and brotherly kindness.
 If this is not honestly true of us, then we must face the im-
plication of John’s searching words—we have not passed from 
death to life—we are not “in Christ”—we are not “in the faith” 
—we have not properly learned the Gospel—we have not entered 
the divine family—we are still “children of the devil,” for John 
continues in this 14th verse—
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good is one of its greatest beauties—belief in God and belief in the 
capabilities and possibilities of man with the help of God.
 James says the wisdom from above is easy to be entreated, or, 
literally, “easily persuaded.” It takes a tremendous power of belief 
to truly forgive seventy times seven and wholeheartedly mean it. 
There is nothing cynical or pessimistic or sour about love—it is al-
ways willing to believe the best, and give the benefit of every doubt.
 To the wisdom of the world, this is gullibility and stupidity, but 
love will be found in the end to have been the wiser way when all 
the wise of the world are exposed in the pitiful nakedness of their 
foolishness.
 “Love hopeth all things.”
 Love comprehends all hope, as it does all belief, or faith. Love nev-
er gets discouraged, never gives up hope, regardless of circumstances 
or appearances. It is clear from the general trend and direction of 
the apostle’s remarks that the hope he has in mind is hope for, and 
in regard to, others. He is speaking of love as a relationship as a 
way of conduct and attitude toward others.
 Love never gives up trying and hoping—is never soured or em-
bittered by failure or rebuff.
 “Love endureth all things.”
 The word means to stand firm, to be unshaken and unmoved in 
the face of difficulty, attack or hardship.
 Finally—
 “Love never fails.”
 It never wears out, never dies, never comes to an end. The apostle 
points out that this is the only human attribute that carries over 
into eternity. If we have this, we shall endure. Lacking this, we pass 
away with the perishing world.  (To be continued, God willing)

The Need For Prayer
By BRO. H. A. SOMMERVILLE

 Of Israel it is said, “Lord, in trouble have they visited thee, they 
poured out a prayer when thy chastening was upon them” (Isa. 
26:16). But when they became flagrantly wicked, God refused to 
hear their prayers: “And when ye spread forth your hands, I will 
hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will 
not hear: your hands are full of blood” (1:15).
 Solomon also tells us, “The sacrifice of the wicked is an abom-
ination to the Lord: but the prayer of the upright is his delight” 
(Prov. 15:8).
 We are commanded to “Pray without ceasing” (constantly—RSV). 

 “He that loveth not his brother ABIDETH IN DEATH.”
 He says in verse 16—
 “Hereby perceive we love, because He laid down his life for us.”
 As other versions put it—
 “By this we know love,” or “From this we learn what love is”, ”that 
he laid down his life for us.”
 When the Scriptures speak of love, they do not mean some puny 
little part-time hobby. Love in the scriptural sense is a tremendous, 
all-consuming passion for goodness and service to others—and if we 
haven’t got it we are not the children of God. John goes on—
 “And we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.”
 Not just be willing to face death for them in some very unlikely 
far-off emergency, but give our whole PRESENT lives for them.
 The next verse should be imperishably engraved on our hearts. It 
carries the seeds of a deeper, broader, more world-shaking revolution 
than this planet has ever yet seen—
 “Whoso hath this world’s goods, and seeth his brother have need, 
and shutteth up his bowels of compassion, how dwelleth the love of 
God in him?”
 It is for each alone to search his heart and, as standing in the 
presence of God, to decide just what, and how much, that statement 
means to him, remembering that it is impossible to obey it too much, 
but fatally easy to obey it too little.
 “WHOSO HATH THIS WORLD’S GOODS, AND SEETH HIS 
BROTHER HAVE NEED HOW DWELLETH THE LOVE OF GOD 
IN HIM?”
 And let us remember that the Scriptures are not speaking of 
little, conscience-salving, token handouts, but on the large scale of 
the love of Jesus— 
 “Love one another, as I have loved you.”
 Are we BIG enough to be children of God, or are these teachings 
too vast and noble for our petty, selfish, earthy natures to rise to?
 John presses the point further—
 “My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but 
in deed and in truth” (v. 18).
 There is much—SO much—talk about love, but where shall we 
find that life-giving, self-sacrificing love of which John speaks as 
essential to salvation? Is it the rule among us? Are we the children 
of God, or is our “love” that of word and tongue, such kind words of 
sympathy—
 ‘Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled we are so sorry to 
hear of your trouble, we hope everything will be all right. We’ll 
come and see you again.’
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respect—one which we do not fully realize the importance and power 
of (v. 16)—
 “If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he 
shall ask, and He shall give him life for them that sin not unto death.”
 Therefore, when others injure us, or we see them doing things 
that grieve us as not in harmony with the Truth, we have a great 
responsibility, for their salvation may be in our hands, in the power 
of prayer. This is how love—instead of spreading a matter or taking 
offense, or causing agitation and trouble—may cover a multitude of 
sins and save a sinner from the error of his way. Nothing can stand 
before the invincible power of righteous prayer.
 “Love rejoiceth not in iniquity.”
 Love enjoys no gossip—gets no satisfaction out of the trouble or 
suffering of others, even when it is deserved. Love can have no part 
in any unfairness or injustice or discrimination—gets no enjoyment 
from anything unclean or unrighteous or unholy.
 “But rejoiceth with the Truth.”
 All love’s allegiance and pleasure and rejoicing are on the side of 
the Truth.
 In all our emphasis on love, we must never forget that it must 
always be grounded on and in the Truth. Love is the power of life, 
but Truth, and Truth alone, must be in its form and shape.
 All these beautiful qualities of love, exercised outside the divine 
framework of the Truth, lose all their beauty and divinity, and 
become mere whims of the flesh. Divine love is always “rejoicing 
in—within—the Truth,” and never wanders outside of it—anything 
masquerading under the guise of love, that is out of harmony with 
Truth, is a deceiving counterfeit.
 “Love beareth all things.”
 The word for “beareth” means to contain, to hold in, to be water-
tight. Love is strong enough to hold in and contain all other emotions 
and desires, and love is the only power that can. Apart from this 
power—which arises, as John says, from prolonged contemplation 
upon the love that God has freely manifested to man—apart from 
this power, the control of the flesh according to the will of God is 
utterly hopeless.
 But love can contain and restrain all things. The word means 
to keep out as well as to keep in. Love is an impervious shield and 
protection against all destructive, misleading or contaminating 
influences from without.
 “Love believeth all things.”
 What are the “all things” that love believes, and is it particularly 
a virtue to “believe all things”? Love’s infinite capacity for belief of 

 What a noble feeling it gives us to be so kind and sympathetic 
“in tongue and word!”
 “Let us not love in word, neither in tongue, but in deed and in 
truth.”
 There is a terrible reckoning in store on the matter of selfishness 
and unfaithful stewardship.

*          *          *
 It would be profitable at this point to give some thought to just 
what the Scriptures mean by love. For that, 1st Corinthians 13 is 
the most informative. Paul tells us there in detail just how true 
love acts, so that by comparing ourselves with what he says, we 
can easily determine whether or not we are really children of God, 
and on the way of life.
 After saying, with the strongest possible emphasis, that no other 
service or sacrifice is of any value in the absence of this scriptural 
love, Paul says—
 “Love is long-suffering.”
 Long-suffering means long and patient endurance of offense. 
Long continued gentleness in the face of provocation. Why? Because 
love desires only good.
 Love is saddened by the failure of others to manifest goodness, 
but it has the divine wisdom to realize that only by infinite patience 
can good be accomplished, and yielding to impatience is failure and 
defeat.
 This word “long-suffering” carries the sense of a tremendous 
power of self-restraint and self-control—more powerful than the 
natural passions of anger and impatience. Love is—first and fore-
most long-suffering.
 When we find ourselves becoming angry or impatient or an-
noyed, that is the danger signal—the time to stop and examine our 
hearts, and seek the help of God to overcome, for it is a sign that the 
diabolos is forging another link in the chain of our bondage to sin 
and death, and only the power of God can break that fatal chain.
 “Love is kind.”
 “Kind” means having a consistent disposition to do good and 
confer happiness and to avoid anything that offends or creates un-
happiness. Kind is the opposite of harsh, stern, unfeeling or selfish.
 No one who is kind in the scriptural sense can be any of these 
things. Kindness often has to be firm, but it is never harsh or bitter 
or rough or rude.
 No one who manifests these opposites of kindness is kind 
according to the divine definition, and they do not, therefore, 
have the love without which, Paul says, all else is useless, and 
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they are not, therefore, children of God.
 These two characteristics, then, are the two main pillars of spir-
itual love—long-suffering and kindness, not just as surface efforts, 
and on certain occasions, but consistently manifested under all 
circumstances as the deepest and strongest motives of life.
 Let us stand along side of the Scriptural standard and see what 
our actual stature is.
 The apostle continues—
 “Love envieth not.”
 Love desires nothing that others have, but is completely satisfied 
and content with the infinite riches of the grace of God. Knowing 
that if a man truly has that, he has everything for all eternity, and 
there is nothing more to have—nothing more to be desired.
 “Love vaunteth not itself.”
 It does not boast or seek notice or attention. It does not seek 
gratification through the manifestation of its abilities or knowledge 
or accomplishments.
 It is not always relating little incidents or circumstances of which 
it is the hero or center of attention.
 With divine wisdom it sees through the pitiful childishness of 
seeking to impress others, which is at the root of a vast proportion 
of all human conduct.
 “Love is not puffed up.”
 It is free, not only from outward show, but also from inward pride. 
To be pleased and satisfied with ourselves is the most disastrous 
form of self-deception. Love knows that all mankind is weak and 
ignorant and helpless, and all good is solely of the grace of God. 
Jesus said—
 “Why callest thou me good?”
 “Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly.”
 “I can of mine own self do nothing.”
 If that was the mind of Christ, what room is there for any 
self-approval in the sin-stricken sons of men? The love of which 
Paul speaks as vital to salvation is no small or common thing.
 “Love doth not behave itself unseemly.”
 Love does not act out of harmony with the holiness of its rela-
tionship to God—does not speak foolishly according to the sudden 
impulses of the flesh. Love is always gentle and gracious and cour-
teous and well-behaved—nothing silly, or changeable, or erratic, or 
coarse, or rude.
 “Love seeketh not her own.”
 Her own what? Her own ANYTHING. Her own way, her own 
desires, her own rights, her own advantage, her own comfort, her 

own honor. LOVE DOES NOT SEEK AT ALL, BUT GIVES.
 Love’s great secret is the knowledge that all true, worth-while 
pleasure is in giving, not seeking. There is no real satisfaction in 
seeking and accumulating, but only disappointment and frustration 
in the end.
 But giving, whether it be goods, or labor, or time, or the foregoing 
or yielding of any advantage, is deeply satisfying and rewarding 
and uplifting and ennobling. It is getting closer to God, and the 
way He operates, and that always yields pleasure and blessing and 
satisfaction.
 “Love is not easily provoked.”
 The insertion of this word “easily” by the translators is utterly 
unwarranted, and takes all the power out of the expression. All 
other versions correct this. The true translation is, as the Revised 
Version has it— 
 “Love is not provoked.”
 When we say “I am provoked,” or “That is provoking,” we are 
actually saying, “I do not love; I am permitting the flesh to rule, and 
not the Spirit; I am not big enough to be on God’s side.”
 If we examine ourselves by the light of God’s Spirit-Word, we 
shall often find that in our fleshly, self-assertion we are declaring 
our own condemnation, and glorying in our shame. Let us think of 
this before we blurt out our feelings.
 David, in Psalm 119, states this same searching truth that “Love 
is not provoked,” and, therefore, if we are provoked we have not found 
the power of love without which all else is hopeless. He says—
 “Great peace have they which love Thy law: and nothing shall 
offend them.”
 “Love thinketh no evil.”
 The Revised Version gives the meaning more clearly—“Love 
taketh no account of evil.” That is, “overlooks it, does not impute 
it, bears no resentment.” Literally, it is—“Love reckoneth not the 
evil”—passes it by, makes loving allowances, “Love shall cover a 
multitude of sins.”
 All these tests of love are deep and searching, but this is one of 
the deepest. No ecclesia can be a true, joyous ecclesia of God where 
this loving passing over of evil is not practiced.
 It does not mean condoning of evil—never that. The Scriptures 
are very clear on that point. The Truth must be defended, both in 
doctrine and in precept, but the reference here is to personal reaction 
to personal injury—the attitude love takes toward the offender— 
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”
 In chapter 5, John expresses a very important principle in this 
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they are not, therefore, children of God.
 These two characteristics, then, are the two main pillars of spir-
itual love—long-suffering and kindness, not just as surface efforts, 
and on certain occasions, but consistently manifested under all 
circumstances as the deepest and strongest motives of life.
 Let us stand along side of the Scriptural standard and see what 
our actual stature is.
 The apostle continues—
 “Love envieth not.”
 Love desires nothing that others have, but is completely satisfied 
and content with the infinite riches of the grace of God. Knowing 
that if a man truly has that, he has everything for all eternity, and 
there is nothing more to have—nothing more to be desired.
 “Love vaunteth not itself.”
 It does not boast or seek notice or attention. It does not seek 
gratification through the manifestation of its abilities or knowledge 
or accomplishments.
 It is not always relating little incidents or circumstances of which 
it is the hero or center of attention.
 With divine wisdom it sees through the pitiful childishness of 
seeking to impress others, which is at the root of a vast proportion 
of all human conduct.
 “Love is not puffed up.”
 It is free, not only from outward show, but also from inward pride. 
To be pleased and satisfied with ourselves is the most disastrous 
form of self-deception. Love knows that all mankind is weak and 
ignorant and helpless, and all good is solely of the grace of God. 
Jesus said—
 “Why callest thou me good?”
 “Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly.”
 “I can of mine own self do nothing.”
 If that was the mind of Christ, what room is there for any 
self-approval in the sin-stricken sons of men? The love of which 
Paul speaks as vital to salvation is no small or common thing.
 “Love doth not behave itself unseemly.”
 Love does not act out of harmony with the holiness of its rela-
tionship to God—does not speak foolishly according to the sudden 
impulses of the flesh. Love is always gentle and gracious and cour-
teous and well-behaved—nothing silly, or changeable, or erratic, or 
coarse, or rude.
 “Love seeketh not her own.”
 Her own what? Her own ANYTHING. Her own way, her own 
desires, her own rights, her own advantage, her own comfort, her 
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respect—one which we do not fully realize the importance and power 
of (v. 16)—
 “If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he 
shall ask, and He shall give him life for them that sin not unto death.”
 Therefore, when others injure us, or we see them doing things 
that grieve us as not in harmony with the Truth, we have a great 
responsibility, for their salvation may be in our hands, in the power 
of prayer. This is how love—instead of spreading a matter or taking 
offense, or causing agitation and trouble—may cover a multitude of 
sins and save a sinner from the error of his way. Nothing can stand 
before the invincible power of righteous prayer.
 “Love rejoiceth not in iniquity.”
 Love enjoys no gossip—gets no satisfaction out of the trouble or 
suffering of others, even when it is deserved. Love can have no part 
in any unfairness or injustice or discrimination—gets no enjoyment 
from anything unclean or unrighteous or unholy.
 “But rejoiceth with the Truth.”
 All love’s allegiance and pleasure and rejoicing are on the side of 
the Truth.
 In all our emphasis on love, we must never forget that it must 
always be grounded on and in the Truth. Love is the power of life, 
but Truth, and Truth alone, must be in its form and shape.
 All these beautiful qualities of love, exercised outside the divine 
framework of the Truth, lose all their beauty and divinity, and 
become mere whims of the flesh. Divine love is always “rejoicing 
in—within—the Truth,” and never wanders outside of it—anything 
masquerading under the guise of love, that is out of harmony with 
Truth, is a deceiving counterfeit.
 “Love beareth all things.”
 The word for “beareth” means to contain, to hold in, to be water-
tight. Love is strong enough to hold in and contain all other emotions 
and desires, and love is the only power that can. Apart from this 
power—which arises, as John says, from prolonged contemplation 
upon the love that God has freely manifested to man—apart from 
this power, the control of the flesh according to the will of God is 
utterly hopeless.
 But love can contain and restrain all things. The word means 
to keep out as well as to keep in. Love is an impervious shield and 
protection against all destructive, misleading or contaminating 
influences from without.
 “Love believeth all things.”
 What are the “all things” that love believes, and is it particularly 
a virtue to “believe all things”? Love’s infinite capacity for belief of 

 What a noble feeling it gives us to be so kind and sympathetic 
“in tongue and word!”
 “Let us not love in word, neither in tongue, but in deed and in 
truth.”
 There is a terrible reckoning in store on the matter of selfishness 
and unfaithful stewardship.

*          *          *
 It would be profitable at this point to give some thought to just 
what the Scriptures mean by love. For that, 1st Corinthians 13 is 
the most informative. Paul tells us there in detail just how true 
love acts, so that by comparing ourselves with what he says, we 
can easily determine whether or not we are really children of God, 
and on the way of life.
 After saying, with the strongest possible emphasis, that no other 
service or sacrifice is of any value in the absence of this scriptural 
love, Paul says—
 “Love is long-suffering.”
 Long-suffering means long and patient endurance of offense. 
Long continued gentleness in the face of provocation. Why? Because 
love desires only good.
 Love is saddened by the failure of others to manifest goodness, 
but it has the divine wisdom to realize that only by infinite patience 
can good be accomplished, and yielding to impatience is failure and 
defeat.
 This word “long-suffering” carries the sense of a tremendous 
power of self-restraint and self-control—more powerful than the 
natural passions of anger and impatience. Love is—first and fore-
most long-suffering.
 When we find ourselves becoming angry or impatient or an-
noyed, that is the danger signal—the time to stop and examine our 
hearts, and seek the help of God to overcome, for it is a sign that the 
diabolos is forging another link in the chain of our bondage to sin 
and death, and only the power of God can break that fatal chain.
 “Love is kind.”
 “Kind” means having a consistent disposition to do good and 
confer happiness and to avoid anything that offends or creates un-
happiness. Kind is the opposite of harsh, stern, unfeeling or selfish.
 No one who is kind in the scriptural sense can be any of these 
things. Kindness often has to be firm, but it is never harsh or bitter 
or rough or rude.
 No one who manifests these opposites of kindness is kind 
according to the divine definition, and they do not, therefore, 
have the love without which, Paul says, all else is useless, and 
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good is one of its greatest beauties—belief in God and belief in the 
capabilities and possibilities of man with the help of God.
 James says the wisdom from above is easy to be entreated, or, 
literally, “easily persuaded.” It takes a tremendous power of belief 
to truly forgive seventy times seven and wholeheartedly mean it. 
There is nothing cynical or pessimistic or sour about love—it is al-
ways willing to believe the best, and give the benefit of every doubt.
 To the wisdom of the world, this is gullibility and stupidity, but 
love will be found in the end to have been the wiser way when all 
the wise of the world are exposed in the pitiful nakedness of their 
foolishness.
 “Love hopeth all things.”
 Love comprehends all hope, as it does all belief, or faith. Love nev-
er gets discouraged, never gives up hope, regardless of circumstances 
or appearances. It is clear from the general trend and direction of 
the apostle’s remarks that the hope he has in mind is hope for, and 
in regard to, others. He is speaking of love as a relationship as a 
way of conduct and attitude toward others.
 Love never gives up trying and hoping—is never soured or em-
bittered by failure or rebuff.
 “Love endureth all things.”
 The word means to stand firm, to be unshaken and unmoved in 
the face of difficulty, attack or hardship.
 Finally—
 “Love never fails.”
 It never wears out, never dies, never comes to an end. The apostle 
points out that this is the only human attribute that carries over 
into eternity. If we have this, we shall endure. Lacking this, we pass 
away with the perishing world.  (To be continued, God willing)

The Need For Prayer
By BRO. H. A. SOMMERVILLE

 Of Israel it is said, “Lord, in trouble have they visited thee, they 
poured out a prayer when thy chastening was upon them” (Isa. 
26:16). But when they became flagrantly wicked, God refused to 
hear their prayers: “And when ye spread forth your hands, I will 
hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will 
not hear: your hands are full of blood” (1:15).
 Solomon also tells us, “The sacrifice of the wicked is an abom-
ination to the Lord: but the prayer of the upright is his delight” 
(Prov. 15:8).
 We are commanded to “Pray without ceasing” (constantly—RSV). 

 “He that loveth not his brother ABIDETH IN DEATH.”
 He says in verse 16—
 “Hereby perceive we love, because He laid down his life for us.”
 As other versions put it—
 “By this we know love,” or “From this we learn what love is”, ”that 
he laid down his life for us.”
 When the Scriptures speak of love, they do not mean some puny 
little part-time hobby. Love in the scriptural sense is a tremendous, 
all-consuming passion for goodness and service to others—and if we 
haven’t got it we are not the children of God. John goes on—
 “And we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.”
 Not just be willing to face death for them in some very unlikely 
far-off emergency, but give our whole PRESENT lives for them.
 The next verse should be imperishably engraved on our hearts. It 
carries the seeds of a deeper, broader, more world-shaking revolution 
than this planet has ever yet seen—
 “Whoso hath this world’s goods, and seeth his brother have need, 
and shutteth up his bowels of compassion, how dwelleth the love of 
God in him?”
 It is for each alone to search his heart and, as standing in the 
presence of God, to decide just what, and how much, that statement 
means to him, remembering that it is impossible to obey it too much, 
but fatally easy to obey it too little.
 “WHOSO HATH THIS WORLD’S GOODS, AND SEETH HIS 
BROTHER HAVE NEED HOW DWELLETH THE LOVE OF GOD 
IN HIM?”
 And let us remember that the Scriptures are not speaking of 
little, conscience-salving, token handouts, but on the large scale of 
the love of Jesus— 
 “Love one another, as I have loved you.”
 Are we BIG enough to be children of God, or are these teachings 
too vast and noble for our petty, selfish, earthy natures to rise to?
 John presses the point further—
 “My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but 
in deed and in truth” (v. 18).
 There is much—SO much—talk about love, but where shall we 
find that life-giving, self-sacrificing love of which John speaks as 
essential to salvation? Is it the rule among us? Are we the children 
of God, or is our “love” that of word and tongue, such kind words of 
sympathy—
 ‘Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled we are so sorry to 
hear of your trouble, we hope everything will be all right. We’ll 
come and see you again.’



If we do this, bearing in mind that only a repentant, humble prayer 
is acceptable, then our prayer will be a delight to our Father in 
heaven.
 Moses interceded for Israel when they sinned, even as Jesus, 
our mediator (Heb. 12:24), intercedes for us.
 Sometimes it might appear that Moses saved Israel when God 
was determined to destroy them without mercy; as when God said, 
“I have seen this people, and, behold it is a stiff-necked people: Now 
therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, 
and that I may consume them and, I will make of thee a great 
nation” (Ex. 32:9-14).
 Why did God thus apparently intend to destroy Israel? We must 
remember that they were only deserving of death; hence God could 
have in perfect justice destroyed them. However, He gave them 
Moses as their mediator; so God was testing and developing Moses 
as mediator and intercessor, as a type of a greater Mediator, “who 
also maketh intercession for us” (Rom. 8:27).
 God was pleased with Moses’ intercession and his righteous 
prayer delighted Him. The prayer of the upright Moses was His 
delight; and for Moses’ sake and for that of the remnant in Israel 
who were worthy of consideration, God spared Israel. He “repent-
ed” of the evil He had threatened; that is, He changed His attitude 
and permitted them to live. Moses often interceded for Israel, as 
will be noted from the following passages: Num. 14:12-14; Psa. 
106:23; Deut. 9:14.
 The patriarch Abraham, who was also a priest, interceded to 
God on behalf of wicked Sodom, and had there been ten righteous 
men there, God would have spared the city. It appeared however, 
that Lot alone was a righteous man in Sodom, and God spared 
him (Gen. 18:32).
 We are exhorted by James to “confess our faults one to another, 
and pray for one another” (5:16); and the case of Elijah is cited to 
inspire the same zeal and strong faith within us. Elijah’s prayer 
and deep faith in God as recorded in 1 Kings 18:36-44 gives a 
graphic portrayal of deep abiding faith in God, which we know 
was pleasing, for it was answered.
 Many of the prayers of the “sweet Psalmist of Israel” are to be 
admired for the beauty of the sacred phraseology employed: “It 
is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and to sing praises 
unto Thy Name, O most High” (Psa.92:1). And at verse 5, “O Lord, 
how great are Thy works! and Thy thoughts are very deep.”
 In Psalm 17:1 David earnestly entreats God to “Give ear unto 
my prayer, that goest not out of feigned lips,” and note the lofty 
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mortals, to be His children in glory, the apostle stresses how this 
hope and promise must lead us to holiness, how out of place and 
out of harmony any worldliness or ungodliness is with this divine 
relationship.
 Then he says (v. 10)— 
 “In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the 
devil.”
 “Whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that 
loveth not his brother.”
 Any ill feeling to any of our brethren cuts us off from relationship 
to God.
 “For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that 
we should love one another.”
 We notice that he divides all mankind into two relationships the 
children of God and the children of the Devil.
 This is a very sobering thought—if we are not one, we are the 
other. There are no neutrals—we are either of the Seed of the 
Woman—that is, of Christ in harmony with the mind of Christ, or 
we are of the Seed of the Serpent. And he gives two identifications 
of the children of God—
 1. Doing righteousness.
 2. Loving his brother.
 Let us try to fully realize the prominent and vital place this 
matter of loving our brethren is given in the commands of God. We 
find that John returns to it again and again.
 Let us closely follow his thought here as he continues (v. 14)—
 “We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we 
love the brethren.”
 Here is a simple, but deeply searching test that we can each 
apply to ourselves, to see if we really have passed from death to 
life, to see if we really are “in the faith,” or just living a lie.
 Do we find ourselves powerfully moved and motivated by love, 
kindness, concern, gentleness, sympathy, patience, and desire to 
render comfort and service to all our brethren? Not just a limited 
few who happen to please us and appeal to us, but to all, especially 
to those who seem least lovable—these are the ones most in need 
of patience and guidance and brotherly kindness.
 If this is not honestly true of us, then we must face the im-
plication of John’s searching words—we have not passed from 
death to life—we are not “in Christ”—we are not “in the faith” 
—we have not properly learned the Gospel—we have not entered 
the divine family—we are still “children of the devil,” for John 
continues in this 14th verse—
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 Let us then have the wisdom to face and accept this clear instruc-
tion in the way of life. It is very small and unworthy and childish to 
want to have it both ways.
 What are the “things of the world” we cannot love—if we truly 
love God, if we truly understand what the love of God means? They 
are its honors, associations, activities, pleasures and amusements. 
The world is pressing in on us during all our waking hours seeking 
our love and attention and interest. It takes a deep and strong 
comprehension of the love of God to withstand and hold firm.
 “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.”
 “And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof, but he that 
doeth the will of God abideth for ever.”
 There is the great contrast between life and death.
 John is about to tell us of the life-giving joys and glories of divine 
love, and he must clear the ground first. He must make the issue 
crystal clear. He must leave no misunderstanding about the fact that 
we must put away all interest, desire, and affection for the things 
of the world if we want to be part of the glorious company that are 
united in the unspeakable joys of the love of God.
 In the remainder of chapter 2 he speaks of the unfaithful ones 
who had not remained steadfast to the love of God. He speaks of the 
promise of eternal life and urges them not to be drawn away but to 
hold fast to what they had received and faithfully abide in him.

*          *          *
 Then, beginning chapter 3 he returns to the subject of love—
 “Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, 
that we should be called the sons of God!”
 It is fitting that he should begin there for, as he tells us, the love 
of God for man is the root and well-spring of all our love for God and 
for each other. It is the motive and force behind all  love.
 God’s love for man, as supremely manifested in His only begotten 
Son, is the transforming power and incentive of all holiness and 
righteousness—
 “We are more than conquerors through him that loved us” (Rom. 
8:37).
 “The life I now live, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loves 
me and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20).
 “The love of Christ constraineth us” (2 Cor. 5:14).
 “We love, because He first loved us” (1 Jn. 4:19).

*          *          *
 Beginning chapter 3, and arising from the thought of this mar-
velous manifestation of God’s love in calling us, as weak, erring 

sentiment of verse 7, “Shew thy marvellous lovingkindness, O thou 
that savest by Thy right hand them that put their trust in Thee.” 
What wonderful, God honoring thoughts these are for examples.
 Turning now to the second chapter of Daniel we find the great 
king Nebuchadnezzar trying to find someone wise enough to inter-
pret his dream. In despair and anger he was about to destroy all 
the wise men; but the king’s purpose was made known to Daniel, 
who told his three companions to pray that God in mercy might 
make the matter known to them.
 An angel was sent to Daniel informing him of the dream and its 
meaning. We may well know that Daniel not only asked his com-
panions to pray, but himself prayed for the dream and interpreta-
tion to be shown to him. Verses 17-23 delineate what thankfulness 
Daniel felt and how righteously he praised and thanked God for 
His merciful kindness in revealing to him and his companions the 
things they had prayed for.
 Daniel revealed the dream and its interpretation to the king, 
showing him of the coming of a great universal kingdom over all 
the earth which would break in pieces and destroy all the opposing 
kingdoms, and stand forever (v.44).
 Being a man of prayer Daniel did not cease to pray to his God, 
even when the king threatened to destroy those who dared to offer 
prayer to any but the king. From chapter 6 we learn how Daniel 
defied the command of the great king and continued to pray to God 
as he had done before. The result was his deliverance from death 
by the dreadful lions.
 These things written aforetime are for our careful, prayerful 
consideration that we may develop a like robust faith in God. Note 
also chapter 9:4-19, the beautiful model prayer uttered by this 
faithful man. Notice how Daniel classes himself with wicked Israel, 
rather than exalt himself as righteous above them. Can we not see 
from this the truth of Paul’s words: “There is none righteous, no, not 
one”, and “for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”
 We must honor God through our Mediator, and remember the 
humble publican and the self-righteous Pharisee of Luke 18:9-14.
 With what kindly condescension was Daniel treated, and how 
quickly his noble prayer was answered: “At the beginning of thy sup-
plications the commandment came forth, and I am come to show thee; 
for thou are greatly beloved” (9:23). Think of this unspeakable honor 
that was for Daniel: “greatly beloved” of God. This was because of his 
humble prayer, and God honoring character. Daniel means “judgment 
of God”; and the names of his companions have much meaning con-
cerning their relation to God, which would bear close study.
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and meaning and beauty (1 Jn. 2:4-5)—
 “He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, 
is a liar . . .  but whoso keepeth His Word, in him verily is the love of 
God perfected.”
 This expression, “the love of God,” involves more than either our 
love for God or God’s love for us—it implies the love that appertains 
to God—that divine, spiritual, mutual relationship between God 
and the child of God. For love to be perfected, it must be a mutual, 
reciprocating love.
 The keeping (that is obeying) of the Word is the only path to the 
perfecting of the divine relationship.
 In verses 7 to 9 he speaks of the new commandment which 
was not a new commandment, but which was the same from the 
beginning.
 Jesus said, speaking to his disciples during the last evening 
before the crucifixion—
 “A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another.”
 “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have 
love one to another.”
 He gives this command special emphasis in circumstances, too, 
that add to its weight and importance.
 We may ask ourselves: Are we Jesus’ disciples? He said this 
could clearly be determined from whether we manifest love for one 
another in the special, spiritual way he describes.
 Brotherly love was an old commandment in that, as Jesus 
pointed out as regard the Law, it was at the heart and root of all 
commandments.
 It was a new commandment in that it was the foundation of the 
new man, the new birth, the new and living way, the new creation, 
the new Name, the new covenant, the new Jerusalem, the new 
heaven, and new earth. It was new in the depth and beauty which 
his own example gave it—
 “As I have loved you . . .”
 “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends.”

*          *          *
 Before John goes further into the subject of love, he speaks of 
what must not be loved—verses 15 to17 of the first epistle (ch. 2)—
 “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.”
 “If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.”
 These are serious words, and we do well to ponder them 
deeply, and honestly test ourselves by them. We all desire 
eternal life. We all recognize the great desirability of God’s 
favor and blessing and acceptance.

 We read in Luke 11:1 that as Jesus was praying, when he ceased, 
one of his disciples asked him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also 
taught his disciples.” Jesus then gave them that model prayer which 
begins and ends with the exaltation of God, and merely makes the 
few simple requests necessary for sustenance, and which leads on 
to the thought of the coming of that same great kingdom which 
was revealed to Daniel, as the hope set before us, and which Jesus 
preached: Matt. 24:14; Mark 1:14; Luke 11:1; John 3:3,5.
 Jesus forbade using “vain repetitions,” which is the custom of 
some. See Matt. 6:7. He also counselled us to pray for our enemies, 
and as we know, he himself did this, even on the occasion of his great 
suffering—“Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.”
 Another important thing that we must never forget is the advice 
to pray for help when in temptation or extreme trial. Jesus said to 
Peter and those about to forsake him, “Pray that ye enter not into 
temptation: the spirit truly is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
 Even true saints are often at a loss as to just how to frame their 
position in order to please their heavenly Father (Rom. 8:26). But 
Christ (the Lord, the Spirit) maketh intercession for us with sighs 
too deep for utterance (See RSV).
 We are also admonished to “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem”—
another reference to the Kingdom of God with Jerusalem as its 
capital and the ensuing universal peace.
 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men” (Luke 2:14), will come when Jesus reigns on the earth on Mt. 
Zion and from sea to sea, from the river to the ends of the earth.
 In. Rev. 22:20 we read—“He who testifies these things says, surely 
I come soon” (RSV).
 John adds this prayer—“Amen, Come Lord Jesus.”    (Visitor, 1956)

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy
EUROPEAN REALIGNMENT
 Now that the United Kingdom has made its choice, it will 
negotiate a new precedent in Europe, maintaining most of the 
benefits of the common market while placing tight restrictions 
on immigration. Euroskeptic forces across the Continent, in kind, 
will take note and make their own demands. Nations will reassert 
their interests, members will reclaim their powers and like-minded 
countries will band together, returning Europe to its more frag-
mented—and arguably more natural—former self—Stratfor, 9/16.
 We have become long-accustomed to the current political con-
figuration of Europe—with the last significant reconfiguration 
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compartments. It is not a limited association merely for form and 
convenience—It is one intimate, closely-knit intensely interdepen-
dent unity—
 “By one Spirit are we all baptized into one Body.”
 “The eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor 
again the head to the feet, I have no need of thee.”
 “God hath tempered the body together . . . that the members should 
have the same care one for another.”
 These are Paul’s remarks toward the end of 1st Corinthians 12, 
where he is leading up to the revelation of the “more excellent way” 
of love so beautifully delineated in chapter 13.
 The Scriptures are very specific about what this love is of which 
he speaks—what are the evidences of its presence or absence 
among us.
 It is a terribly sad fact that many accept the Truth and spend 
their whole life in it often very actively without ever perceiving this 
basic first principle of godliness.

*     *     *
 It is always more profitable, wherever it is possible, to allow our 
train of thought and meditation to be shaped and guided by some 
specific portion of Scripture, for there is never any better, or more 
powerful, or more effective, way of presenting a subject than the 
way God Himself presents it in His holy Word.
 The principle of love is very prominent all through the Scriptures. 
As Jesus points out, the two greatest commandments of the Law 
concern love, and furthermore, he says that love is the fulfilling of 
the whole Law—that all the Law hangs upon these commandments 
concerning love.
 Love is the declared basis of all God’s dealings with Israel, 
throughout both the Old Testament and the New.
 But when we think of a specific portion of Scripture in relation 
to this subject, we naturally turn to the first Epistle of John.
 John’s words throughout are beautiful and sublime. If we could 
continually live in their atmosphere, it would cleanse and purge us 
of all fleshliness and earthiness.
 John’s first use of the word “love” in this epistle emphasizes a 
truth which it is essential to make clear at the outset—that love 
in the true, scriptural sense is not the flabby, shapeless, foggy sen-
timentalism as presented by the churches of the world, but a clear, 
precise, careful adherence to specific divine instructions based upon 
a pure zeal and affection for God.
 Love is not something contrary to law and command, but rather 
that which gives all divine law its power and purpose and life 

of national borders having taken place with the fall of the 
USSR 25 years ago, and with the most notable changes having 
occurred 100 years ago: World War I was the political earth-
quake that accounts for most of the major differences in the 
European map from Dr. Thomas’s day to our own. 
 After the Second World War, Europe, along with nearly every 
other nation across the globe, sought a means of preventing 
European rivalries from once again triggering a world war. A 
belief that co-dependent economies held the answer led to the 
establishment of such political constructs as the European Coal 
and Steel Community and its successor, the European Union. 
 For a time it seemed to work. Successive decisions and en-
largements broke down borders and a common currency was 
created to equalize trade among member nations. 
 But this respite was only prolonged according to the Deity’s 
will. We are now witnessing a significant upheaval to this polit-
ical model due to the UK’s separation from the EU.
 As time goes on, the repercussions of this decision are rip-
pling with ever greater effect across the European continent. 
The fallout from this earthquake is still intensifying. Every 
additional month that passes has revealed that Europe is 
becoming increasingly fractured—
WORST POLITICAL CRISIS SINCE WWII
  Europe currently finds itself in the throes of its worst political 
crisis since World War II. 
 At the same time as its internal politics have gone off the rails, 
Europe now faces new external dangers. In the east, a revanchist 
Russia—having invaded Ukraine and annexed Crimea—looms 
ominously. 
 To Europe’s south, the collapse of numerous states has driven 
millions of migrants northward and created a breeding ground 
for Islamist terrorists. Recent attacks in Paris and Brussels have 
shown that these extremists can strike at the continent’s heart.
 Such mayhem has underscored the price of ignoring the geopo-
litical struggles that surround Europe. Yet the EU, crippled by the 
euro crisis and divisions over how to apportion refugees, no longer 
seems strong or united enough to address its domestic turmoil or 
the security threats on its borders. 
 National leaders across the continent are already turning in-
ward, concluding that the best way to protect their countries is 
through more sovereignty, not less. Many voters seem to agree.
 As Europe’s history makes painfully clear, a return to aggressive 
nationalism could be dangerous, not just for the continent but also 
for the world.
 The EU’s boosters argued that the benefits of membership were 
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self-evident. Then came the Ukraine crisis. In 2014, the Ukrainian 
people took to the streets and overthrew their corrupt president. 
Immediately afterward, Russia invaded and annexed Crimea, 
and it soon sent soldiers and artillery into eastern Ukraine, too. 
The EU’s leaders had hoped that economic inducements would 
inevitably increase the union’s membership and bring peace and 
prosperity to an ever-larger public. 
 But that dream proved no match for Russia’s tanks and so-called 
little green men.
 Moscow’s gambit was not, on its own, enough to cripple the 
EU. But soon, another crisis hit, and this one nearly pushed the 
union to its breaking point. In 2015, more than a million refugees 
entered Europe, and since then, many more have followed.
 The EU’s architects created a head without a body: they built a 
unified political and administrative bureaucracy but not a united 
European nation.
 The bet against sovereignty has failed. But sovereignty’s resur-
gence has conjured up many dark memories of the nationalism 
that twice brought the continent to the brink of annihilation. 
Many observers now worry that European politics are coming to 
resemble those of the 1930s, when populist leaders spewed hate 
to whip up support. Such fears are not wholly unfounded. The 
strident xenophobia of Austria’s Freedom Party recalls the early 
days of fascism. Anti-Semitism has risen across Europe.
 A re-nationalization of Europe may be the continent’s best hope 
for security. 
 Although the EU has generated wealth through its common 
market, it is increasingly a source of instability. The EU has failed 
to keep Europe safe. Since 1949, Europe has relied on NATO—and, 
in particular, the U.S.—to secure its borders. The EU is unlikely 
to create its own army, at least in the near future, as its members 
have different strategic priorities and little desire to cede military 
sovereignty to Brussels.
 Today, the identifiable enemies that have arisen around Europe, 
from Russia to the self-proclaimed Islamic State (also known as ISIS), 
seem far more worrying to most people than the potential chaos 
arising from the dissolution of the EU. Their hope is that individual 
countries will provide the kind of safety that Brussels can’t.
 In the decades after WWII, Washington sought to contain the 
Soviet Union not just through nuclear deterrence and a sizable 
military presence in Europe but also by promoting European 
integration. A united continent, the thinking went, would pacify 
Europe, strengthen the economies of U.S. allies, and encourage 
them to cooperate with Washington to ward off the Soviet menace.

towards it; and of the narrow wilderness at its foot, by the sea, 
along which the children of Israel marched, on their way from 
Rephidim to the wilderness of Sinai.
 Sister Roberts and I read together the account of Israel’s jour-
neying, as we leant over the bulwark on the left side of the vessel, 
watching the mountain country pass before us like a panorama. 
Sis. Roberts was rather disappointed when darkness fell before 
the stern elevations of Sinai proper came into view.
             (To be continued, God willing)

The Bond Of Perfectness
By BRO. G. V. GROWCOTT

“Whoso hath this world’s goods, and seeth his brother have need, 
and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwel-

leth the love of God in him?” (1 Jn. 3:17).
 FOR acceptable walk in the Truth, and for ecclesial health and 
harmony and a state of true mutual spiritual joyfulness to which we 
as the sons and daughters of God are freely invited, it is necessary 
that the Spirit’s teachings on the subject of love be continually and 
repeatedly presented before the mind.
 The love which the Scriptures present to us as the fundamental 
characteristic of godliness is not a natural thing. It is contrary to 
all that is natural. It is purely a spiritual thing. It is a divine, trans-
forming, unearthly principle of life.
 It is a power and force that overcomes and subdues all that is 
natural. It is the “bond of perfectness”—the bond—the binding 
together, the uniting, the unifying power of perfection—unity of 
perfection—perfect oneness, based upon the only possible basis for 
perfect oneness—an enthusiastic mutual striving toward perfection.
 Any aim short of perfection is not unifying, but dividing and 
breaking up. No group can have true unity unless it is wholly and 
wholeheartedly dedicated to the pursuit of divine perfection.

*          *          *
 And Love is the “bond of perfectness.” Unless we as a group 
mutually possess this bond together, we might as well go our sep-
arate ways because we shall never have any true ecclesial unity or 
spiritual life without it.
 Let us face this basic fact of ecclesial life. If we are not prepared 
as a whole body to love each other with a pure heart fervently, then 
our assembling together is utterly meaningless; we are just anoth-
er poor little lost group among millions of others. It is worse than 
meaningless—it is a sad, pitiful delusion destined only to failure.
 The Body of Christ is not a lot of little isolated individual 
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seemed at first as if they had not got the man, but there he was, 
lying like a dead fish, at the bottom of the boat.
 By and bye, the other boat came, and was hoisted up, and then 
the steamer resumed her way, with a feeling of relief. The excite-
ment and intense solicitude of the crowd for the man’s rescue were 
beautiful to behold: but I could not help reflections.
 The man who fell overboard was, before he fell overboard, an 
object of no interest to anyone on board. Now that he was saved (for 
he came round all right afterwards) he would sink into the same 
dead level of disregarded uninterestingness. Yet, while he was in 
danger of dying, there was an agony of benevolent anxiety on his 
account, and perfectly frantic exertions and exclamations on his 
behalf. What a pity, thought I, that there could not be a diffusion 
of this kindly concern over the unexciting moments of mortal peril: 
for mortal peril is continually with us.
 Men who would not lift a finger for each other in the common 
necessities of life—who even hate each other and slowly kill each 
other—will be worked up into an honest frenzy of sympathy, if 
danger takes a dramatic and threatening shape.
 The cause is largely intellectual. When a man falls overboard, 
it requires no exercise of mind to realise his danger, and there is 
no sacrifice of one’s own interest  in any way, in helping to lower a 
boat, or shouting to direct the exertions of the rowers.
 But in the slow-working, but not less real perils of life, it requires 
discernment and some degree of imaginative power to see it, and 
therefore, to be moved by it; and it involves some personal sacrifice 
to be of any use to the sufferer. And personal sacrifice is chilled off 
by shortness of purse and other disabilities belonging to the system 
of society into which mankind have wriggled themselves.
 “Goodwill among men” is stifled by the circumstances of men, as 
in a house on fire, or a ship sinking. Let us have the circumstances 
altered. Let us have a government, with all power and capacity, that 
will not have to consult the people as to the laws, and we should 
soon have the amount of compulsory enlightenment and enforced 
plenty that will make human sympathy as common as it is now 
rare.
 This will not be—cannot be—till God’s King reigns, and teaches 
mankind, with severe strokes, the first lessons of glory to God in 
the highest. There will then be peace on earth and good will among 
men: and mankind will be as beautiful and interesting as they are 
for a moment while straining over the bulwarks of a vessel at sea, 
when a man has fallen overboard.
 The time spent in rescuing the man deprived us of the sight of 
Mount Sinai. The light departed before we got abreast of it. We got 
a very good view of the hill ranges gradually leading southward 

 Today, however, the United States needs a new strategy, because 
the EU no longer seems up to the task of protecting its borders or 
competing geopolitically.
 In a Europe of revived nation-states, countries will continue to 
form alliances based on common interests and security concerns. 
Recognizing the weakness of the EU, some states have already 
done so. The Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia, 
for example—normally a disjointed group—have joined forces to 
oppose EU plans that would force them to accept thousands of 
refugees—Foreign Affairs, 9/16.
 Many items of significance appear in the above article: 
Brexit; an aggressive Russia; ISIS; refugees; anti-Semitism; 
European military weakness—all of which are meaningful 
components of the neon-bright Signs of Christ’s appearing.  
 But there is another undercurrent that is slowly revealing 
itself, one that elevates Europe to the forefront of our inter-
est—and that is the increasingly attractive idea of a return to 
sovereignty.
A RETURN TO SOVEREIGNTY
 A nationalistic, or self-serving agenda causes a country to 
consider itself first and foremost as an independent political 
state. The implication is that it is free to appoint a govern-
ment as it wishes, levy taxes as it wishes, and make suitable 
arrangements with its neighbours as it wishes, without being 
overridden from a bureaucracy from afar (in this case Brus-
sels). Even something as seemingly unrelated as the EU de-
ciding that electronics firm Apple had unfairly avoided taxes 
in Ireland has implications, as Ireland feels it no longer has 
control of its own economic decisions and now chaffs at the 
“interference” from Brussels. 
 Two paragraphs from the news article above therefore stand 
out—
 “National leaders across the continent are already turning 
inward, concluding that the best way to protect their countries 
is through more sovereignty, not less.” And—
 “In a Europe of revived nation-states, countries will continue 
to form alliances based on common interests and security con-
cerns . . . The Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia, 
for example—normally a disjointed group—have joined forces 
to oppose EU plans.”
 This, we are convinced, pointedly reveals the hand of Deity 
in European affairs, signaling the nearness of Christ’s return. 
 For one thing we have learned from the expositions of Dr. 
Thomas is that the Beast, which is principally European in 
nature, has continually changed, or moved through phases, 
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through the ages according to the various symbols found in 
the prophetic word—
 “There is, first, the system of Romanised barbarian nations 
that emerged upon the political arena on the downfall of Impe-
rial Rome. The whole formed a beast with the horns crowned 
(or the separate governments sovereign) (Rev. 13:1); and having 
a blaspheming Roman mouth with power to make war against 
the saints for forty and two months, or 1260 years (vs. 5 and 7).
 “After this, there is “another beast,” originating from the in-
ner parts of Europe as distinct from the maritime section, and 
therefore seen to “come up out of the earth” (v. 11). This is the 
change that resulted from the advent of the German Empire and 
its military ascendancy over the Roman countries. With this, 
papalism became incorporate as a co-ordinate power, resulting 
in a two-horned beast or constitution of Europe composed of 
“Pope and Emperor” as the leading features. This beast “ex-
ercised all the power of the first beast before him” (v. 12), for 
it inherited absolutely the power and dominion of the system 
of things preceding its appearance on the scene—namely, the 
phase represented by the ten-horned, Lionmouthed Beast of 
the Sea, with its wounded imperial headship. 
 “Then came an attempt to restore the original imperial form 
of Romanism, foreshown by the resolve of the Beast of the earth, 
or German phase, to make an image or likeness of the original 
beast, by proclaiming Rome once more the imperial head of 
Europe. All these phases embrace details which explain the 
latter-day separability of the beast and the false prophet. It 
was appointed that at the end, the Roman system, as a political 
system or beast, should cease to have power to “make war with 
the saints and overcome them.” This involved the separation 
of the civil and ecclesiastical power, which is the feature of 
European life at the present day . . .
 “It is therefore in harmony with the actual situation of the 
time of the end that the Papacy should appear as a false proph-
et, and not as a beast: and that the powers whose support he 
tries to conjure, should be separately symbolised by the beast” 
(Christadelphian, 1894, p. 12).
 The False Prophet, therefore, stands distinctively from the 
Beast as it is finally constituted at the time of its overthrow. 
Nevertheless he will have a sphere of great influence on the 
course of the Beast—a fact confirmed in symbol of “a woman 
sitting upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, 
having seven heads and ten horns. And the woman was arrayed 
in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious 
stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand” (Rev. 17:3-4).

the children of Israel crossed the sea.”
 “Oh!” said he, in a sceptical tone. “Don’t you believe it?” said 
I. He shrugged his shoulders, held out his hand, and shook his 
head. “What?” said I, “Don’t you believe in Christ?” He said “Yes.” 
I answered, “And Christ believed in the crossing of the Red Sea, 
and you don’t; how is that?” 
 With a squirm of agony, he said he thought they ought to have 
that subject at another time. I asked what better time could there 
be than when in the very locality where the great event happened? 
He walked off.
 No doubt it was rude on my part: but I am not ashamed. I can-
not restrain a considerable feeling of indignation at the universal 
choking, killing, burying, locking-up and general banishment of 
God’s claims on man’s attention. God will Himself shortly avenge 
this insane state of things. But that is no reason why His servants 
should be silent.
 We talked together of the subject among ourselves, with maps 
before us, and by-and-bye went downstairs and read the Mosaic 
account of the crossing of the Red Sea and the drowning of the 
Egyptians, in addition to our usual delightful daily reading.
 In the afternoon, while the passengers were reading and 
snoozing on deck, they were suddenly roused by the cry “A man 
overboard!” They sprang to their feet like mad people, and rushed 
with a shout to the bulwarks. There, in the water, the man was, 
plainly enough, fast receding with the motion of the vessel, but 
swimming bravely in the waves.
 Three life-buoys were thrown to him, one after the other, but 
they were of no use. The engines were stopped as soon as possible, 
and a boat lowered. The man could be seen now and then, but at 
last became invisible in the shadows of the waves. The boat rowed 
in the direction of the floating life-buoys, and the eyes of a hundred 
people followed her movements with painful anxiety. The boat itself 
became at last invisible. It was evident it had not found the man.
 The steamboat was making a slow circle round the place (which 
was not far from where the children of Israel crossed). Suddenly, a 
cry was raised that the man was on the other side of the steamboat, 
and there he was, about six hundred yards off. Another boat was let 
down and rowed in the direction where the man had been seen. For 
a considerable time it sailed about without apparently finding him. 
The boat was drifting far from the steamboat, and the passengers 
were giving up the man as lost, when one of the officers went aloft 
with a glass, and reported that the boat had got the man.
 The passengers raised a cheer. The boat was then seen pulling 
towards us. She was soon alongside, and lifted into the steamer. 
As we looked over the bulwarks while she was being hoisted, it 
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 A certain fledgling on board—with haughty airs, yet somewhat 
of a simpleton—had managed to make himself odious to some of 
his fellow passengers, by some lordly act of officiousness with the 
captain; and he, having expressed a wish, as the vessel was stopped, 
to land and walk to Suez, and join the vessel there, they made up 
their minds to have a practical joke with him.
 They encouraged him in the project of walking to Suez, and sug-
gested various precautions which they represented to be needful in 
the risks he would run from the marauding Bedouin. Under their 
advice, he provided revolvers. They also gravely represented the 
possibility of accident getting him into straits, and induced him to 
get ready a supply of provisions. They suggested it would be a wise 
precaution to make his will in case of eventualities.
 For a moment, he entertained the idea, but he had not time to 
carry it out, when they suggested that it would be wise for some of 
them to go with him, to protect him in case of attack. He thought 
that a capital idea. It was getting about time to start, and they 
further suggested that the members of the expedition should have 
a substantial meal together before starting. He thought this also a 
good suggestion, and went downstairs and ordered a supper of tea 
and sandwiches for five.
 I heard him give the order at the steward’s bar, as I sat writing 
in the saloon: but I did not at that time understand the meaning 
of it, but supposed a party was about to get off at Ismailia, to take 
the train for Cairo. The whole affair being thoroughly arranged, 
one of the party suggested that the captain’s authority should be 
applied for, for how otherwise were they to get the boat lowered, to 
land. Certainly. Off he pretended to go to the captain, and returned 
with the announcement that the captain would not consent.
 The whole of the company got an intense hour’s mirth out of 
it. I heard the immoderate laughter, but did not understand till 
next day. I could not listen to the recital without amusement: but 
I could not have taken part in such a piece of fooling, because of 
its violation of truth, and its perpetration of refined cruelty. We 
remarked to each other it was the most curious Sunday we had 
ever spent.

*          *          *
 MONDAY, August 16, 1897—When we got on deck, we were 
nearly out of the canal at Suez. After breakfast, we were at anchor 
in the bay of Suez, and in sight of the place where the sublime 
events of Exodus 14 occurred.
 Everybody was on deck and watching the new scene with in-
terest, but so far as we could make out, none with the interest 
inspired by the work of Moses 3,500 years ago. As I found my-
self standing next to our Music Professor, I said, “That is where 

THE BEAST OF THE LATTER DAYS
 Daniel’s Fourth Beast, we are given to understand by Dr. 
Thomas’s efforts, will encompass the ancient territories of 
Babylon, the Medo-Persian Empire, the Greek Empire, and the 
Roman, and many nations beside. As a collective power, this 
phase is found in Nebuchadnezzar’s Image standing upon its 
feet. This task of causing to stand falls to the Russian Gogue, 
who is the “proud man” of Hab. 2:5, and he will accomplish 
this through the political formation of the feet of the Image by 
the joining of Clay with European Iron: “Woe to him . . . that 
ladeth himself with thick clay!” (Hab. 2:6).
 Now Daniel said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, “Thou sawest 
till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the 
image upon his FEET that were of iron and clay, and brake 
them to pieces” (Dan. 2:34).
 That is to say, the brittle alliance that Gogue will have cre-
ated for himself will be shattered by the little stone, Christ. 
This is the impact of Armageddon.
 But the toes of the Image are a different matter. These, 
corresponding to the 10 horns on the head of the Beast as 
witnessed by John, are European nations, sovereign powers, 
which after this juncture will decide their best course of action 
will be to heed the False Prophet in their midst—“And the ten 
horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received 
no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with 
the beast. These have one mind, and shall give their power 
and strength unto the beast. These shall make war with the 
Lamb” (Rev. 17:12-14).
 Armageddon will only have started the Beast on its course 
“into perdition.” There will still be sovereign powers in Europe 
to contest the Arm of Yahweh after the downfall of Gogu  up-
on the mountains of Israel.
THREE UNCLEAN SPIRITS LIKE FROGS
 But before all this we have the prophecy concerning the 
unclean spirits like frogs. Again, we have Dr. Thomas—
 “ ‘I saw,’ says the apostle, “three unclean spirits like frogs 
out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the 
beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are 
the spirits of demons working wonders, and they go forth to 
the kings of the earth, and of the whole habitable to assemble 
them to the war of that great day of God the Almighty. And 
he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew 
tongue, Armageddon.”
 “In this passage we have to consider the “three unclean 
spirits like frogs,” the three mouths out of which they pro-
ceed, the parties to whom they go forth, and the fruit of their 
mission . . . They are called “the spirits of demons” . . . because 



the mouths from which they issue are the demons, or chiefs, of 
the dominions represented by the dragon, the beast, and the 
false prophet.
 “Now the throne of the dragon is Constantinople; that of the 
two-horned beast Vienna; and that of the image of the beast, 
Rome” (Elpis Israel, pp. 375–376).
 Dr. Thomas, though anticipating the return of Christ im-
mediately upon the end of the 1260 years, believed that these 
mouths would still be in existence at the appearing of the 
Lamb—
 “The raised up Sons of Zion, as the sword of a mighty man, 
will operate against the Sons of Greece (Zech. 9:13). This sud-
den and unexpected attack of a hitherto unheard of power, will 
come upon the Dragon, the Beast, the False Prophet, the Kings 
of the Earth, and of the whole habitable “as a thief” (Eureka  
Vol. 3, pg. 590).
 He goes on further to say—
 “When the crisis is formed, the Prophet of the Great City 
will be in high feather, exerting himself in the presence of 
the Beast, with all the spiritual influence he possesses over 
the millions of Antichristendom, to induce them to join in the 
crusade preached, as the grand rally of “the earth and the 
whole habitable” against the great and pressing terror of the 
situation.
 “The “kings of the earth” are the rulers of middle, eastern, 
and northern Europe; and those of “the whole habitable”, 
western and southern Europe, with other outlying regions, 
whose powers are Apocalyptically symbolized” (Eureka Vol. 3,
pg. 581).
 In none of these apocalyptic symbols is there a mention of a 
mouth in Brussels, speaking for all the territories of the Beast, 
in any of its phases. 
 What we do see repeatedly mentioned are European sov-
ereignties, once numbered as ten in European history, and 
political arrangements between these sovereign powers. 
 This is the “natural” state of Europe, to which, as the opening 
news writer remarked, Europe is on a path to returning.
 Now note Dr. Thomas’s comment about the Beast of the 
Earth—
 “The Beast of the Earth is an extension of Daniel’s Fourth 
Beast northwards, through the forests of Germany, in which 
the Romans of the old world could never effect a permanent 
settlement . . .
  “As, then, the moon hath her different phases, called new, 
half, gibbous, and full, nevertheless the same moon; so also 
Daniel’s Fourth Beast hath his phases, which are different 
constitutional manifestations, yet the beast remains the same 
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got on board, but we came in for a few parting gusts of coal dust. 
When a mode or producing electricity has been discovered that will 
dispense with coal consumption, a vast reform will be effected in 
various directions. Among others, sea-voyaging will be delivered 
from the very considerable nuisance inseparable  from re-coaling. 
In about half-an-hour we lifted anchor and slowly steamed into 
the canal at the regulation speed of five miles an hour.
 The scene was superb. The sky bright and tranquil: the air clear 
with a brilliant clearness: the water smooth as glass: the shades 
of evening beginning to form in the mellow tints of a far-reaching 
desert horizon. All was peace.
 After surveying the beautiful scene from various points of the 
ship and talking of the circumstances leading to the formation of 
the canal and the British occupation of Egypt, we retired to one 
of our cabins and had our Bible reading with much enjoyment, 
followed by such an edifying breaking of bread, and prayer. How 
much is missed even now by those who do not believe because 
they do not read and do not read because they do not believe.
 The canal is 70 miles long, and it takes twelve hours to go 
through. The steamers going through have to show an electric 
search light in front, lighting up the banks on both sides and 
showing anything that might turn up in the nature of obstruction 
or small craft ahead. When we were half way through, something 
went wrong with our search light apparatus. We were therefore 
by the laws of the canal compelled to stop till the apparatus was 
repaired. While we were moored, a French steamboat that was 
following us, passed us and went ahead.
 At first the French steamer did not know who we were, and 
was disposed to return our salutation: but when she was presently 
found out that we were German, passengers and crew fairly howled 
at us. The French have never forgiven the terrible whipping they 
received at the hands of the Germans in 1870. The Germans would 
be friends, but the French are irreconcilable. It is one of those na-
tional feuds that will probably last till all international hatreds 
are extinguished in the deluge that will overwhelm the world in 
the day of Mount Zion. “Goodwill among men” will become the 
order of the day when the foolish nations have the wind knocked 
out of them by the divine judgments which are alone equal to the 
needed reform.
 We had hoped for a quiet night and a good sleep, passing 
through the canal. Instead of that, all sleep was killed by the 
donkey-engine, which seemed to be at work all night, as if 
unloading cargo. There were also loud voices, and the steady 
blowing of a whistle. It seems also, that somewhat of a farce 
was enacted on board during the night.
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therefore be interminable. The reign of the holy ones is to be for 
an age, even the age of ages. This age is of co-equal duration with 
the season and time, and co-terminous with it in the ages of ages. 
In the season-and time age, then, Assyria, Persia and Egypt are 
dominionless, while the holy ones are kings “under the whole 
heaven” of the kingdom of men.
 But when the season and time end, at the time of the opening 
of the period beyond the age of ages, what then? Paul informs us 
that at the end the Son of Man shall deliver up the Kingdom to 
the Father, or Ancient of Days, having by that time put down all 
rule, and authority, and power; for he must reign till he has put 
all enemies under his feet. And when all things shall be subdued 
unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject to the Ancient 
of Days who puts all things under him, that God may be the all 
things in all (1 Cor. 15:24).
 It is evident, then, from this that the Kingdom and Dominion, 
are not to continue unchanged interminably; but that when the 
time comes to abolish death from the earth, that abolition will 
necessitate a change in the constitution of the world. The reign of 
the Son of Man and his holy companions over the nations of mortal 
men is therefore limited by that necessity. If, then, we can find a 
revelation of how long they are to reign, we shall have ascertained 
the duration of the season and time.
 This matter was revealed to John in Patmos. He tells us that he 
saw one descend from heaven and bind the Dragon, so that that 
power could not injuriously affect the nations for 1,000 years; and 
that coevally with that period he saw persons occupying thrones 
who reigned with Christ as the priests of God (Rev. 20:1-6).
 A season and a time, then, is 1,000 years, or two times of 360 
years each; and a set time of 280 years; or nine months and ten 
days of years, 280 days being a set time, or period of gestation (Gen. 
21:2). For this season and time of 1,000 years the holy ones possess 
the world as theirs. At the end of that time, sin being eradicated, 
death is abolished, and their priesthood necessarily ceases. They 
therefore reign no more as priests; but the Deity is all things in 
all the dwellers upon the earth.  (Christadelphian, 1894)

Second Voyage To Australia
(Continued)

FROM NAPLES TO THE GULF OF SUEZ
 SUNDAY, August 15, 1897 (Cont’d)— Making our way back to 
the hotel at which Edgar Gee and his school mate were employed, 
we had a little milk and tea, and then repaired to the water’s edge, 
where boats were waiting to take us on board the Darmstadt, an-
chored in mid-stream. She had nearly finished coaling when we 

to the end of his “dreadful and terrible” career . . . In this future 
and last phase of his existence, he will stand before the nations 
in his most dreadful and terrible aspect, scarlet of body with 
sin and blood, with his SIXTO-OCTAVIAN HEAD diademed 
with Ten Horns, and a Drunken Harlot sitting upon his back. 
Thus panoplied with the Mystery of Iniquity in Church and 
State, he will have consummated the mission revealed to Dan-
iel, in the full discharge of which, he was to “devour the whole 
earth, and tread it down, and break, it in pieces” (Eureka Vol. 3, 
pg. 158).
 We are very interested to find that as Europe looks at a fu-
ture without the EU, not only is sovereignty again on the rise, 
but alliances are being spoken of, even ones that shadow the 
old Beast of the Earth (northern Europe) and Beast of the Sea 
(encircling the Mediterranean)—
 The success of the Brexit referendum shined a spotlight on 
the forces threatening to tear the European Union apart, but the 
disintegration of the bloc has been long in the making. Already, 
some countries are striving to broaden cooperation beyond the 
confines of the European Union.
 Without London, the European Union may be left with a vacuum 
for issues affecting the North Sea. Geert Bourgeois, minister-pres-
ident of the Flemish regional government, proposed a North Sea 
Union comprising the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, France, 
Germany, Denmark and Belgium. The North Sea Union, a “mini-
lateral” union similar to the Union of the Mediterranean, offers a 
logical solution for a smaller group of countries united by a shared 
interest”—Stratfor, 8/16.
 The Union of the Mediterranean completely encircles the 
Mediterranean Sea, as the Roman Empire once did, while the 
North Sea Union is the northern territory roughly correspond-
ing to the Holy Roman Empire, the Two-Horned Beast. These 
territories then relate to the Beast of the Sea and the Beast of 
the Earth respectively, while the Dragon continues to abide 
in Constantinople (now Turkish; in the future, Russian).
 Whether Yahweh will cause European nations to form po-
litical alliances that are to give voices to Vienna, Rome and 
Constantinople to lead to war once again, or whether He is 
merely permitting us to see the moving shadow of the Beast in 
its various phases throughout history as a final warning that 
He is drawing His plans to a close, we nevertheless stand at a 
very significant time. 
 “Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the say-
ings of the prophecy of this book . . . Behold, I come quickly; 
and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his 
work shall be . . . Surely I come quickly.”
 “Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:12-20).—T.D.C.



 From these testimonies it is evident that a Kingdom consisting 
of the twelve United Tribes of Israel is to be established in the Holy 
Land under a king high in the favour of the Ancient of Days; and 
when it exists it will have the ascendancy in the world, and be 
celebrated for the fame and glory of its people among all nations. 
It is clear also that the accomplishment of these predictions will 
settle all controversies about the “Holy Places,” and be a quietus 
to all “Eastern Questions.”
 The reduction of the promises of Deity to accomplished facts 
must be the extinction, not only of the Ottoman, but of all the 
governments and powers of Europe and Asia; and the substitution 
of the Israelitish Dominion in their place, when Israel shall be 
Yahweh’s first-born among the nations of the coming age. Being 
the body of this Kingdom, whose founders are the High Ones, and 
its rulers and princes their Holy Ones, the people of the Holy Ones 
are the constituents, or commonalty, of the body, even the twelve 
tribes of Israel, the nation of Yahweh.
 The Holy Ones that slay the Graeco-Roman Dragon, destroy 
its body in the burning flame of their power, and take away the 
dominion of the Lion-Man, Bear, and Leopard, are persons who 
have attained to immortality as a part of the reward promised 
in the Gospel of the Kingdom to all “who walk in the steps of the 
faith of Abraham,” whose faith was made perfect by his works 
(Rom. 4:12; James 2:22). That they are immortals is evident, from 
it being affirmed of them that they possess the Kingdom forever, 
which those only can do who are deathless. These immortals are 
called Holy Ones, because they attain to immortality on account of 
their previous holiness, “without which no man can see the Lord;” 
that is, the Holy Ones of the vision.
 From this a very interesting question arises, namely: What did 
their holiness consist in that gave them acceptance with the High 
Ones? This is a question answered in the following words by the 
Spirit of God—“The saints are they who keep the commandments 
of Deity, and the faith of Jesus’’ (Rev. 14:12). Hence, it is writ-
ten—“Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may 
have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates 
into the city:” that is, that they may have right to immortality, 
and may enter into the Kingdom by resurrection to everlasting 
life (Rev. 22:14).
 There is nothing in the seventh of Daniel from which can be 
ascertained the length of the time during which Assyria, Persia, 
and Egypt the southern head of the Leopard, shall continue distinct 
nationalities after the taking away of their dominions by the holy 
ones. The sentence concerning them is, that “a prolonging in life 
shall be given them for a season and a time.” Now we learn from 
the Scriptures that there is a time when national distinctions 
among mankind shall have an end; a season and time cannot 
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One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago  (Continued from page 324)

On this point a dispute has arisen. It is asked whether, in the 
Lord’s Prayer an evil person, an evil thing, or evil itself in the 
abstract, is referred to. Some have contended that the prep-
osition apo could only be used in the case of a person being 
understood, but the employment of the word in other parts of 
the New Testament is against this view.
Paul expressed confidence that the Deity would effect in his 
case the very deliverance mentioned in Matt. 6:13—from evil, 
from the evil, from all that is evil. It may be observed that in 
the Lord’s Prayer, we have trespasses and temptations, and 
in conformity with these ideas, we should expect to read of 
abstract evil or evil things, rather than persons. The marginal 
note made by the Revisers shows that some of their number 
were in favour of retaining the old rendering. Anyway, there is 
no cause for the friends of the Truth to be alarmed. 

He also commented on other words and passages—
The Revisers have done something to clear away false impres-
sions as to the use of the word psuchee. To have continued the 
extraordinary practice of King James’ translators, and have 
given us “soul” in one line and “life” in another immediately 
succeeding, would never have done. All classes of readers were 
prepared for more uniformity on this point. How some will ex-
plain such verses as Matt. 16:25-26, and Mark 8:35-37 remains 
to be seen. In these passages we now have “life” in the text.
The evidence against the well known spurious passage about 
the three heavenly witnesses (1 Jn. 5:7, 8) need not be repeat-
ed. It is not surprising that the Revisers completely rejected 
this manifest interpolation, which is absent from all Greek 
manuscripts written before the fifteenth century, not noticed 
by any of the Greek or Latin fathers, and not found in any of 
the ancient versions.

*         *          *
IN Chapter 7 of the “Visible Hand of God,” bro. Roberts stated—

The divine communications to the fathers—(Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob)—may be considered the next exhibition of the 
visible hand of God. The nature of these communications was 
considered in the chapter devoted to Adam’s intercourse with 
the Elohim in Eden. We need not further refer to this beyond 
recalling the fact that the communications were made by the 
agency of angelic visitation. The reality and practical nature of 
this agency has been before dwelt upon, particularly in chapter 
2 of The Ways of Providence. It is sufficient now to recognise the 
necessity existing for its employment in the case in question . . . 
God could easily have compassed the removal of Abraham in 
the Ways of Providence without the voice of revelation: but 
how in that case could Abraham’s action have possessed the 
character of direct obedience? How could God have conveyed 
promises of good things to come? It might have been done by 
dream or inspiration: but this would only have been another 
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Ones upon the Body, Little Horn and Ten Horns of the Fourth 
Beast, which are to be utterly destroyed. This can be learned from 
another source. He contents himself for the time with informing 
us of the general result of the judgment in the entire and com-
plete overthrow of the Kingdom of Babylon represented by the 
four beasts, and in the setting up of the Kingdom by the God of 
heaven through the agency of the holy ones inclusive of Christ, 
who is their chief.
 Hence, he concludes the account of his vision by saying—“And 
the kingdom and dominion and the greatness of the kingdom 
UNDER THE WHOLE HEAVEN shall be given to the people 
of the holy ones of the High Ones, whose kingdom is an ever-
lasting kingdom and whom all dominions shall serve and obey”
(Dan. 7:27).
 This accomplished, and the kingdom will be “restored again to 
Israel,” and be in the hands of those for whom it has been preparing 
“from the foundation of the world,” and who once seized of it will 
“not leave it to other people” but retain it “forever.”
 In the seventh of Daniel the holy ones execute judgment upon 
the Beasts. The Holy Ones are styled “the saints” in the common 
version. The word saint truly signifies a Holy One; but it has been 
so misapplied by the Gentiles that I have preferred the latter, as 
keeping before the mind the saying, that “without holiness no man 
shall see the Lord.”
 The Holy Ones take the kingdom which is then given to the 
people of the Holy Ones. These are the Twelve Tribes of Israel, 
who, under the government of the holy ones, possess “the kingdom 
and dominion and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole 
heaven.”
 They possess these in the sense in which a nation is said to 
possess such things, while at the same time it is only the princes 
and rulers of the nation who possess the glory, honour, majesty 
and high offices of the Kingdom. The Holy Ones and their Head 
the Most Holy Prince will possess these with immortality, which 
pertains to them exclusively; while the Israelites who constitute 
“the people,” or subjects of the Kingdom, will stand related to the 
Holy Ones as the subjects of all nations do to the nobility and gov-
ernment of their kingdoms; but with this exception that, whereas 
the subjects and rulers of kingdoms hitherto existing in the world 
have been all mortal, and therefore under the necessity of leaving 
their houses, dignities and power to other people, or successors, 
the Princes of the Kingdom of the Deity in the Holy Land will be 
deathless, but the subjects thereof mortal.
 The possessing of the kingdom and dominion and their great-
ness under the whole heaven of the four beasts by Israel is pre-
dicted in Micah 2:12; Micah 4:6; Zeph. 3:14-20; Zech. 2:10-12; Zech. 
8:3-8, 22, 23; Ezek. 37:22, 25.

form of the visible hand of God, and not so suitable for the end 
in view as the voice of direct communication.
The end in view was to give Abraham a basis of faith and to put 
his obedience to the test. And how could Abraham have faith in 
a promise, or be submissive to a commandment around which 
the least uncertainty should be left as to its divinity? Dream, 
vision, or inspiration, may be sufficient when connected with 
other actual interpositions of the divine hand, as in Abraham’s 
own case afterwards (Gen. 15:1); but as the foundation of a 
vital plan, they were not so suitable as the unmistakeable 
angelic voice . . .
The angels frequently visited Abraham, in laying the founda-
tions of faith: also Isaac and Jacob—the heirs with him of the 
same promise—(Gen. 17:1, 22 ; 18:1, 2 ; 19:1; 22:15; 26:2). Thus 
were afforded repeated evidences of the divinity of the promises. 
And thus were Abraham, Isaac and Jacob enabled to believe.
God is not unreasonable. He does not ask man to believe with-
out evidence, but having given evidence of his having spoken, 
he is pleased with faith being placed in what he has said. What 
is said of Abraham was true of all three and of all belonging 
to their family since their day: “He believed God and it was 
counted unto him for righteousness.” (Gen. 15:6: Gal. 3:6).

*         *          *
ANOTHER interesting article appeared on the subject of “The Frog Power 
and the Battle of Armageddon,” by bro. Thirtle. Among other subjects, he 
wrote on the word “Armageddon” as translated by the revisers—

The Revised Version of the New Testament presents a striking 
alteration in the reading of a very interesting verse in the 
book of Revelation: it is perhaps allowable to call the verse 
a “very interesting” one, when it is regarded to the epoch in 
which we are now living. In the Authorized Version, Rev.16:16 
reads—“And he gathered them together into a place called in 
the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.” In the Revision we read, “And 
they gathered them together into the place which is called in 
Hebrew Har-Magedon.”. . .
In Eureka 3:603-4, Dr. Thomas shows that “Arma” stands for 
the Hebrew noun arema, a heap of sheaves; “ge” for gai a val-
ley; and don for don (or dun) judgment; and so the name sets 
forth the fact that, in the Valley of Decision, Yahweh will sit in 
judgment upon the nations, gathered as sheaves into the floor, 
when the Daughter of Zion shall arise and thresh, (Mic. 4:11, 
12, 13; Joel 3:2, 12, 14). While, then, the leaving out of one “d” 
is favourable to a proper dissection and understanding of the 
name, the adoption of the initial letter “H” is, to say the least, 
unfortunate. . . 

*         *          *
IN his “Sunday Morning Exhortation” No. 133, bro. Roberts spoke on the 
interval after the last breaking of bread—

It is probable that every one now present feels as Peter ex-
pressed himself on a different and much more interesting 
occasion. “Lord, it is good for us to be here.” It is refreshing—it 
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is tranquilizing—it is improving, to come together and surround 
the Lord’s table and break bread in memory of Him, and to unite 
our thanksgivings and prayers and praises to Him who is not 
only the Creator of heaven and earth, but the God of Israel and 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. This appointed 
assembly on the first day of the week is always an occasion for 
renewing strength for the conflict in which we are engaged. Let 
us this morning complete its edifying and purifying power by 
making it an occasion of self-examination.
We may take the interval since our last breaking of bread as 
the basis of progress. We have had a six days’ battle—six days 
of experience common to man in his present evil state—six 
days of mortal occupation mixed with care and watchfulness 
and endurance and “thanks.” These six days are all gone, never 
to return; and we are here to look back upon them and sit in 
judgment upon them. How do they look? Each man must make 
the survey for himself.
There will come a moment when the whole of our life will lie 
in the rear in the same way. There will come a gathering much 
larger and very different from this, when the aspect and char-
acter of the past will be the very question for consideration, 
as affecting the standing and destiny of the thousands upon 
thousands there assembled in the presence of the presiding 
brother into whose hands God has committed all judgment. 

*         *          *
IN advertising the new book on “The Ways of Providence,” the following 
introduction by bro. Roberts was made—

Some time ago a newspaper account of an accident spoke of the 
escape of a certain person as “providential.” A reader wrote to 
the paper objecting to this mode of describing a natural occur-
rence. Another replied in defense of the reporter’s phraseology, 
whereupon there sprang up quite a breezy controversy on the 
nature of providence, or whether there was such a thing at all.
The following chapters may be regarded as a contribution to this 
controversy, without, however, taking part in the particular fight 
occasioned. It is a contribution standing apart from the dispute 
of the combatants. It stands upon grounds totally different from 
those on which they argued the case. It recognizes the operation 
of the fixed laws of nature as evident to universal experience, 
and demonstrated by the experiments of science. But at the same 
time, it accepts the higher form of truth presented to us in the 
Hebrew Scriptures—prophetic and apostolic.

*         *          *
In his “Editorial” remarks, brother Roberts wrote—

The conjunction of the leading planetary bodies of the solar 
system, was to lead to dreadful consequences by this time, 
according to certain astrological speculators. The conjunction, 
of course, is a fact: and the drawing effect of four of the leading 
planets, all pulling together, was probable.
The likelihood was, that God had provided some counterpoise in 
the complicated machinery of the system. A comet appears, the 

Studies and Thoughts  BY BROTHER JOHN THOMAS
DANIEL’S VISIONS—A DIVINE UNVEILING OF THE 
FUTURE  (Continued)
 The “judgment written” is the judgment that sits when the 
Ancient of Days comes. They are not only to slay the Fourth Beast, 
and to destroy its body with fire and brimstone; but they are to 
take away the dominion of the Lion-Man, and the Bear and the 
Leopard; whose peoples, and nations, and languages, however, will 
experience a better fate than those of the Fourth Beast dominion, 
for, while the constitutions of the Latins are exterminated, the 
populations of Assyria, Persia and Macedonian Egypt are per-
mitted to retain their nationality for a season and a time. That 
they do remain distinct national organizations is evident from the 
following testimonies—
 “In that day shall there be a highway out of Egypt to Assyria, 
and the Assyrian shall come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into As-
syria, and the Egyptians shall serve with the Assyrians. In that day 
shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with Assyria, a blessing in 
the midst of the land; whom Yahweh Tz’vaoth shall bless, saying, 
Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of my hand, and 
Israel my inheritance”—Isa. 19:23-25. 
 And —
 “I will set my throne in Elam, and will destroy from thence the 
king and princes: but it shall come to pass in the latter days, I will 
bring again the captivity of Elam, saith Yahweh” (Jer. 49:38,39).
 The manner in which the dominion of Assyria, and Elam or 
Persia, is taken away when the judgment sits is revealed in Micah’s 
prophecy concerning him who was to be born in Bethlehem “to be 
Ruler in Israel,” that is, concerning Christ who was born there. He 
writes —
 “And he shall stand and rule in the strength of Yahweh, in the 
majesty of the Name of Yahweh his (Elohim); and they (Israel) shall 
abide; for now shall he (Christ) be great unto the ends of the earth. 
And this (Christ-Man) shall be the peace of (Israel) when the As-
syrian (the king of the north or Gog) shall come into our land: and 
when he shall tread in our fortresses, then shall we raise against 
him seven leaders, even eight anointed ones of the Adam. And they, 
the fifteen, shall waste the land of Assyria with the sword, and the 
land of Nimrod in the entrances thereof: thus shall he (Christ) de-
liver from the Assyrian, when he cometh into our land, and when 
he treadeth within our borders”— Micah 5:2-6.
 These Eight Anointed Ones are some of the Holy Ones with the 
Ancient of Days who execute judgment at his appearing. Daniel 
does not tell us here how long a time after the ending of the 1260 
years will be occupied in the executing of judgment by the Holy 



very year of the conjunction—a comet that no one was expecting, 
because no one knew of its existence.
The function of comets is not comprehended: but it may have 
something to do with the preservation of that equilibrium, 
whose disturbance is so groundlessly proclaimed in advance by 
alarmists. The year is well advanced, and the air is not on fire, 
nor the fish dying in shoals. There is evil enough, in truth: but 
it is of the sort we have always had.

*         *          *
IN the “Notes” section bro. Roberts answered several inquiries—

1) Dying Baby—You did right to send for the doctor. The matter 
was argued in the Christadelphian some years back. Those who 
say you sinned, lack the right understanding of Scripture.
2) The Ways of Providence—This is “Now Ready, ” as will appear 
by the announcement on page 410. It is not actually in the office 
at the moment of writing (August 16), but, being printed, and 
in the hands of the binder, it is pretty certain to be in supply 
by the time this meets the eye of the reader. It will be found a 
very well got up book.
3) Brethren Gunn and Evans—We intended to notice your 
question touching Dr. Thomas’s relation to questions of ecclesi-
al order and constitution, but have been prevented at the last 
moment for want of room. We may here say that the Dr. was on 
the side of such, and that the idea of anybody forcing the Dr. to 
accept anything he did not approve can only amuse those who 
really knew him.

*         *          *
Bible Lectures (135 Years Ago)—

“The Requirements of the Truth in Baptism”
“The Mission of Jesus Christ, and the Taking Away of Sin”
“The Truth”
“Baptism”
“The Memorial Name”
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August Answers—“Colours”
  1. Seven green withs 
  2. Three white baskets 
  3. I will give him a white stone 
  4. I am black but comely 
  5. Our bed is green 
  6. First horse was white 
  7. Second horse was red 
  8. Third horse was black 
  9. Fourth horse was pale 
10. Red,blue,white,black pavement 
11. White, green and blue hangings 
12. Blueness of wound 
13. Lace of blue 
14. Ribband of blue 
15. Fifty loops of blue 
16. Rams’ skins dyed red 
17. Robe of ephod all of blue 
18. Black like an oven 
19. Black as sackcloth 
20. My skin is black 

21. If plague be greenish or reddish 
22. He searchest after every green thing 
23. Redness of eyes 
24. The first came out red all over 
25. Feed me with that red pottage 
26. His eyes red with wine 
27. His teeth white with milk 
28. Red as blood 
29. Red heifer 
30. Wherefore red in thine apparel
31. Red and lowring
32. Great red dragon
33. A yellow thin hair
34. Her feathers with yellow gold
35. Great white throne
36. Ye are as whited sepulchres
37. Thou whited wall
38. He pilled white strakes
39. Ride on white asses
40. Beloved is white and ruddy

Ecclesial News
WHANGAREI, N.Z.—Sunday School 9 am; Memorial 10:30 am; Bible Class 
Wednesday in homes–bro. Ron Crocker, 4 Wai Place, One Tree Point,      
Ruakaka, 0118 New Zealand; Ph 9-4327-954. Email: ronley744@gmail.com

FRATERNAL GATHERINGS  (If The Lord Will)
LONDON, ON—Sat., & Sun., Oct.  8 & 9—bro. David Clubb, 42 Oneida Rd., 
London, Ontario, Canada N5V 2X1; Phone (519) 451-4063; Fax (519) 451- 
9627; Email: kdclubb@rogers.com

DEAR brethren and sisters in Christ Jesus, Greetings in 
The Hope we carry forward to a day when all may know the 
Lord, in Truth and Spirit.
 When we last wrote ecclesial news, some months back, we 
touched on the need for our brethren to be conscious of the 
emerging concerns for the brotherhood as the drums of war 
beat louder. So much is happening in the political heavens 
at this time, yet the issues that are often put before us, by 
main stream media, are merely red herrings to cover up real 
intents and purposes. We now see increased involvement for 
women in future conflicts, something already adopted by 
Russia and Israel years ago, but for western nations this is 
a real concern that women will be put in direct harms way 
in time of conflict. We can pray that our brethren and sisters 
will be firm in their resolve to abstain from  involvement in 
any future conflict.
   In the Western world we more or less take for granted our 
freedom to speak and publish The Truth. Recent news from 
Russia indicates that restrictions are being placed on some 
Christian groups, limiting what they can say to others about 
their faith. We pray for the return of our Lord Jesus while 
we still enjoy religious freedom.
 The distractions of the modern world  can weaken the spirit-
ual man and woman, but there is much happening that should 
stir our interest in the prophetic word, which in turn makes 
us look up, for our Redeemer draweth nigh. Luke 21.
 With love in Christ Jesus, bro. Ron Crocker.



One Hundred & Thirty-Five Years Ago
The Christadelphian, September, 1881

AGAIN, under the subject of “The Revised Version of the New Testament” 
several brethren made comments, among them was remarks by bro. Thirtle 
on several notable points—

“The Evil One,” as that expression occurs in the Lord’s Prayer 
and other places, in the Revised Version, has occasioned much 
comment. It is said that in no previous translation into our 
language has the novel form “evil one” been adopted. The Greek 
adjective poneeros means evil, in the sense of being displeas-
ing—in such passages as these, “displeasing to God.” When 
coming after the preposition apo (from) the word poneeros must 
be in the genitive case, which is poneerou, precisely the same 
both in the masculine and neuter genders.
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CHRIST IS COMING SOON AND WILL REIGN ON EARTH
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BIBLE PUZZLE—“Fathers and Sons”

Abiathar
Abihu
Achan
Benaiah
Dalphon
Dan
Eliab
Enoch
Er
Esau

Ezekiel
Gideon
Haman
Hophni
Hosea
Ishmael
Ithamar
Jehoahaz
Jehoshaphat
Jehu

Jeremiah
Jeshua
Jezreel
Job
Mahershalalhashbaz
Mahlon
Manasseh
Mordecai
Moses
Nathan

Nehemiah
Nimrod
Obed
Peleg
Rehoboam
Seth
Shechem
Uzzah
Zedekiah
Zephaniah

  1. Adam
  2. Abraham
  3. Aaron
  4. Aaron
  5. Ahimelech
  6. Abinadab
  7. Asa
  8. Amram
  9. Boaz
10. Buzi
11. Beeri
12. Cain
13. Cush
14. Cushi
15. Carmi
16. David
17. Elimelech
18. Eli
19. Eber
20. Hamor

21. Hezekiah
22. Hilkiah
23. Hachaliah
24. Hosea
25. Hammedatha
26. Haman
27. Isaac
28. Issachar
29. Isaiah
30. Judah
31. Josiah
32. Josiah
33. Jacob
34. Joash
35. Jesse
36. Jedidiah
37. Jehoshaphat
38. Jehoiada
39. Jozadak
40. Jair
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