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Since our last ecclesia news, much has happened to show the
nearness of Christ's coming from heaven. ill every facet qRlife
trouble looms; whether in the lives of men and women , or with
rulers and nations, all things are in turmoil. Truly these are the
days of men's hearts failing them for fear of what is happening.

These fears are well-founded, as the world hurdles toward chaos
and destruction. If it were not for God's hand things would spi
ral completely out of control. But the Father is first allowing this
time for the development of His servants, a period of trial and
tribulation, to help prepare them for the Judgment Seat of Christ.

Linked with general evil everywhere there is the gradual gath
ering of all nations to the Middle East. Listed under ''Wars in the
World, "the report currently states that 66 countries are involved
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Studies and Thoughts BY BROTHER JOHN THOMAS

THESIGN OF THESON OFMAN INDICATIVE OF HIS
APPEARING IN POWER AND GREAT GLORY (Continued)

When this third spirit like to the Frogs shall have gone
forth from the False Prophet-power's mouth, the sign in the
heaven will be complete. The full effect of the three-fold sign
operation will then remain to be worked out. This full effect is
not simply to create general war ; this is but a means condu
cive to the end proposed. The full effect will be a coalition of
the kings of the Roman Earth and whole European Habitable
against Jerusalem and the power in garrison there.

The signograph says, that the Frog-war policy expressed
by the Three Mouths is to bring the kings together, for a par
ticular war. The word is synagagein, which signifies to bring
together in amity, as allies are brought together; thus xenos
emen, kai SYNAGAGETE me, "1was a stranger, AND YE WEL
COMEDme. "

But war among the powers precedes this amicable coali
tion, as we see at the present crisis. France, England, Sardinia,
Naples, Austria, and rumour says, Spain, Portugal and Hol
land, have declared themselves against Russia, and consequently
against whatever powers may side with the Czar. This, how
ever, is only a proximate result of the Frog-policy; for, when
that Frog-power shall disappear from among the powers ofEu
rope, their relative position to the Czar will undergo a change.

This may be illustrated by what has already occurred in
the history of France. In 1812, Austria, Prussia, Holland, Spain,
Italy, including Naples, Lombardy, the Roman States, and
Sardinia, with all the Duchies, Sweden, Switzerland, Poland,
the Confederation of the Rhine, etc., all coalesced with France
against Russia ; but after the retreat from Moscow the Napo
leon spell was broken, his vassal kingdoms threw off the yoke,
and the coalition was dissolved. Imperial France had to com
bat for her existence; and Russia , at the head of the kings of
the earth, having broken her horn, entered Paris in triumph,
reduced it to a kingdom, and fixed its limits to those of Janu
ary 1, 1792, the old confines before France became the Mes
senger-power of the first vial .

Russia is again the object of a hostile coalition under a
Napoleon; but it will not stand. Military reverses in Germany
or Italy, or in both, when the present war shall have fairly
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entered into its second stage, will prepare the way for the sup
pression of the Frog-power, and the consequent ascendancy of
the Czar in the councils of the powers now and hereafter con
federate with Napoleon, Britain and Turkey principally, ifnot,
alone, excepted.

As the Son of Man comes to Zion for her redemption, and
for the destruction of the power of her adversaries, we would
reasonahly expect that the sign in the heaven of that coming
would be significant of things pertaining to Jerusalem. Now,
this we find to be the case in revelation and in fact. The proph
ecy reveals that the operation of the sign results in the alliance
of all the kings; and that the sixth messenger power, whose
mission it is to exhaust the strength of the Ottoman by the
wrath he brings upon it, leads them on to occupy a position in
the Holy Land. The words are-"And, SYNEGAGE, he brought
them together into the place called Hebraistically, ARMAGED
DON" (Rev. 16:16).

If it had been said, Hellenistically, we might have sought
for the place of this great military convention of powers in
some country of Greece; but the introduction of a Hebrew
name in a Greek dress, with an intimation that it is Hebrew, is
a hint to the reader that the event treated of has to do with
Hebrew affairs. The Armageddon assembly of powers, there
fore, is to be sought for neither in Germany, Italy, nor Greece,
but in the Holy Land: and the working of things in the signs
must tend to that result.

We have an example of this mode of directing attention to
the Holy Land in conjunction with the Greek empire, in Rev
elation 9: 11. I know of no difference of opinion worthy of re
gard as to the arena of the torment of the First Woe revealed
in that chapter. All agree that it was the locality of the Saracen
wars, which intensely affected the Holy Land, which they first
invaded, and from whence they spread over the provinces of
the Greek empire, to which for 150 years their devastation
was almost exclusively confined.

This arena of scorpion torment is indicated by the name
bestowed upon the Locust-power; as, "The name to it acquired
in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in the Greek the name is Apollyon:"
that is, its terrible ravages in the Holy Land acquired for it
there the name of Abaddon, or the Destroyer; and its fearful
desolations in the countries where Greek was the language of
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the people, obtained for it the name of Apollyon, which also
signifies Destroyer.

Upon the same principle, the place where the kings will be
assembled as the result of the Frog-sign in the heaven, will
acquire the name of Armageddon, being in the country to which
the Hebrew is indigenous.

The interpretation, then, of this sign-name must be sought
for in the Hebrew tongue and history. It is compounded of two
words, namely, ar and Megiddon . The former word embraces
not only the idea of an encampment, but also that of watch
posts; hence, a military encampment, or place occupied by
arrmes.

Megiddon was the name of a fortified city of Manasseh,
which was given also to a part of the great plain of Esdraelon.
It is derived from gadad, to cut in , or hew, to break in upon.
Hence, a military encampment broken in upon and hewed in
pieces in the country ofthe Hebrews, is the signification of the
phrase "called in HebrewArmageddon."

Encampment, slaughter, Palestine, are the three ideas sug
gested by Ar-Megiddon, ideas suggestive of the testimonies of
Daniel, Ezekiel, Joel , Zechariah, Hosea, etc. Daniel says-"The
King ofthe North shall plant his palatial tents between the seas
to the mountain ofthe glory ofholiness" (Dan. 11:45).

This defines the area of the encampment as extending from
the Mediterranean to the Sea of Tiberius, and from thence
south to the city of Jerusalem. This includes the plain of
Megiddon and the plain of Jezreel.

Ezekiel says, the King of Magog shall come like a storm
from the north against the mountains ofIsrael, upon which he
shall fall with terrific slaughter.

Joel says, the nations shall assemble and gather themselves
to the valley ofJehoshaphat, where they shall be trodden down
as grapes in the wine-press of divine fury.

Zechariah says, they shall first capture Jerusalem; and Ho
sea, that the day of Jezreel shall be great. Besides all this,
Armageddon is suggestive of the manner of the overthrow of
the kings; for, as the encampment of Midian on the same ground,
panic stricken by the blasts of Gideon 's three hundred trum
peters, fled , and fell by mutual slaughter; so will the king of
the north and his confederates fall before the Kings of the
Sun 's risings at eventide, who, with lamps blazing, and trum
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pets sounding loud and long, shall chase them as thistledown
before the blast-"The Lord my God shall come in-all the
Saints with thee:"-"thither cause thy mighty ones to come
down, 0 Lord!" "The Lord shall come with the messengers of
his power:"- And all this when the Frog-sign now in the heaven
shall have accomplished that appointed for it to do .

Such is the testimony of revelation in the case. Jerusalem
and the Holy Land must occupy a prominent place in the dip
lomatic discussions which result in the gathering together of
the kings. The Eastern Question began about Jerusalem, as
everyone knows; and it will find its solution there, which is
expected by very few.

Luke 21:20-"When ye see Jerusalem encompassed with
armies then know that the desolation thereofapproaches. " This
was the sign of signs to those who witnessed the judgment of
Gehenna upon Judah. And to this generation it may be said,
"Keep your eyes upon Jerusalem. For when ye shall see the
Holy City encompassed by the armies of the north, and taken,
then know that at any moment the Lord may appear in power
and much glory."

Reader, look narrowly into the prophecy before us . You
will find no sign given intermediate between the Frog-sign and
the intimation of the speedy appearing of the Lord. The sign
of the Frogs immediately precedes the words, "Behold, I come
as a thief!" (Rev. 16:15)-it must therefore be the sign in the
heaven of that coming.

Do you not see "the water, " or life , of the political Euph
rates "drying up;" and that while this evaporation is in progress,
the diplomatists, or demons, of the text, are hard at work at
Vienna, as they have been at Constantinople, and will hereaf
ter be at Rome; and do you not perceive that it is France (not
England, which at present has no other foreign policy but to
keep on good terms with the French emperor) whose policy
gives tone and action to the councils of Europe?

Do you not see, also, how this policy, notwithstanding all
the twaddling about peace, results in treaties of offence and
defence against Russia and revolutionists, and in raising troops
for carrying on "a great war?"

Now, suppose you desired to represent all this by heraldic
devices, or symbols, could you possibly invent anything more
appropriate for the purpose than what is described in Revela
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tion 16:12, 14? Then here you have the sign ofyour times ful
filling in the heavens of the political world. By it you may
know assuredly what will shortly come to pass.

Watch then, for in so doing you will be blessed; if, by what
you discern, you are stirred up to provide yourself with a wed
ding garment, and are careful to keep it unspotted; so that
when the Lord appears you may not be found naked, and ex
posed to shame.

Finally, then, remember the wholesome words of the Lord.

Second Voyage To Australia
By BROTIiER ROBERT ROBERTS

We believe that this voyage, though it had a sad ending, will
be found to be even nwre interesting, upbuilding and inspir
ing than the first, and all the sadness is absorbed into thejoy
of the prospect, if we are worthy, of soon meeting and being
united forever with this wonderful labourer.

PROSPECTS OF AJOURNEY TO AUSTRALIA
And now, just as the diary finishes, I am on the point of re

embarking for Australia-this time taking with me sister Rob
erts and our two daughters, and our helping sister-maid, who,
like some others, has become an outcast from her people for
the Truth's sake, and will go with us where we go, and dwell
with us where we dwell.

This is a totally unanticipated development, and coincides
curiously with several things. I have just finished lecturing
through the Bible. About 30 years ago, I began at Genesis in
the selection of subjects, and have gone steadily through, book
by book, year by year, instead of taking subjects at random.

I have now reached the book of Jude (the Apocalypse I have
separately gone twice through during the period mentioned),
and, therefore have completed the survey of the Bible during
my presence in Birmingham.

I did not know that when this survey should be complete,
circumstances would be in a form requiring my transfer to
another field of labor.

It is just 40 years since I left my native city, full ofardor for
the hope of Israel (not in any degree since abated) and full of
expectation concerning the signs of the times, but without the
least idea of the work that has since developed, or the least
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purpose in that direction beyond the determination that MUST
FIRE THE SOUL OF EVERY ENLIGHTENED MAN-To speak
ofthe glory of Yahweh's Kingdom and to talk ofHis power.

It is now 1897, as everyone is aware---the termination (as
everyone is not aware) of a period of 1,290 years since the legal
establishment of the Papacy in Europe as the government of
the consciences of men.

And the Eastern Question has in this year taken fire, and is
now smouldering, with possibilities ofEuropean conflagration,
while movements are astir among the Jews for the reconstruc
tion of their nationali ty in the Land.

I say these are curious synchronisms, which inevitably cause
a feeling that there may be something in them-something ofa
nature to be expressed in the apostolic description of the cor
ner that had been reached over 1,800 years ago-Upon whom
the ends ofthe world have come.

But, ofcourse, there is no certainty. They may be the merely
fortuitous combinations of circumstance: but they may not.
They may be in the plan of things.

Whether or not, there they are, and I go-not for good , so
far as human purpose is concerned. I should be sorrier than I
am if it were for good. I return in twelve months, if the Lord
will.

And while away, I will be in communication with readers
through the Christadelphian in the usual way. There will be no
break and no difference in that respect. Some matters may not
receive such prompt attention: that is all. But other matters
will receive the same attention: for bro. Walker will have charge
of the office and attend to all the requirements he can.

But what I more particularly wanted to talk about was this
diary. I am in somewhat of a dilemma. I have been earnestly
implored to continue it; and, on the other hand, there are those
to whom such a thing would be a cause of con siderable disgust.
How to decide in the presence of such divergent sentiments is a
little difficult.

My own feeling is that the diary has spun out too long al
ready, and that any further voyaging notes must have that
sameness that causes weariness even of the best things. But
friends, numerously and heartily, deprecate all suggestions of
this sort. This makes me waver.

Then I take a glance at the disaffected, with their critical
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telescopes, and I am inclined to so say to myself, "You had
better not".

Then I think again, "If you can gratify and profit many
scattered weary lovers of Christ by a little innocent prattle
about ships and sea , water and weather, and passing incidents,
why should you be deterred by the frowns of such as are sour
for reasons that are not good, and of which they will be ashamed
when said reasons are analysed in the divine light ofthejudg
ment seat? You will inflict no hardship upon them. They can
always skip what they don't like". This seems on the whole
sound reasoning. But then again , there is just the argument
against repetition. We are going over the same ground some
what, and repetition is not interesting.

The best conclusion will be a compromise. No doubt, in
another voyage, under such very different circumstances, there
will be much that will be new and interesting, though much
that will be the same. What is the same can be left out. What is
fresh can be jotted down. Notes on this plan must be much
shorter than The Diary ofa Voyage, which is now published in
a complete form.

The first voyage was performed in a British steamer ofthe
Orient Line. This is to be by a vessel of the North German
Lloyd Line, the Darmstadt, sailing August 2nd, not from Lon
don as the Gruba did, but from Antwerp, and calling at
Southampton, to pick up British passengers. (If! am not mis
taken, the vessel only comes to the mouth of the Southampton
river, and takes off the passengers from a tender which goes
down from Southampton to meet her) . The German Line was
chosen from considerations of economy.

The vessels of that line make the same voyage as the vessels
of the Orient Line (by the Mediterranean, Red Sea, and Co
lombo), with the exception that whereas the British vessels
call at Gibraltar, these call at Genoa.

From Genoa, I may hope to send my first batch of notes,
for appearance in the September number. If too late for that
number, then for the number following.

As before starting on the first voyage there was a steam
boat disaster reported on the very ground to be gone over, so
now there is news of a serious wreck at the southern end of the
Red Sea---one of the P. and O. boats too, reckoned one of the
safest lines on the ocean.
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But it meant nothing for our steamboat in the first case,
and probably means nothing now. God rules not only in the
kingdoms of men, but in the watery realm (at tr ibu ted by the
heathen to a god that has no existence, by the name of Nep
tune).

He rules the sea and land,
O'er boundless realms He sways;
He holds the ocean in His hand
And mighty mountains weighs.

If He purpose a safe voyage, there is nothing in the universe
can interfere with it. IfHe intend a temporary taking away, at
this particular juncture, from the remaining evil to come, no
human precautions can cheat the ocean of its charge. If this is
the last word, we say to friends , "Cast not away your confi
dence which hath great recompence of reward"; and to foes,
''Acquaint yourselves with God and be at peace, and condemn
not the innocent blood. "

* * *
THE BIRMINGHAM TEA MEETING AND

PREPARATIONS FOR DEPARTURE
This is a new diary, that is, if it turn out to be a diary. It

will be more a few notes, I think, of the general features of the
new voyage-written by many requests, for the pleasure of
many friends to whom it is not possible I can write.

The new voyage grows out of the one made in 1895. That
voyage sprang out of disasters resulting from efforts to help
many who stand in need ofit. With those many and their needs
I became acquainted as the result of many past activities in
the Truth. Soall things go back and back in a chain of gradu
ated causation-"Known unto God are all His works from the
beginning. "

His works are not wholly confined to miracle and revela
tion. Moses speaks of God "separa tin g the sons of Adam", and
"dividing to the nations their inheritance": Daniel, of "God
ruling in the kingdoms of men". These were not works in which
His hand was apparent.

There is much scriptural wisdom in the popular adage, that
"Man proposes, but God disposes". It does not apply to every
human transaction by any means, but to some it does apply
to those transactions and circumstances that affect or involve
the working out of His purpose among men.
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In these cases, He brings about His ends by methods that
on the face of them have no relation to the purpose aimed at,
and that sometimes appear inconsistent with it. (See Ways of
Providence).

When Joseph, a heart-broken lad, was lowered into the
waterless pit by envious brothers, it did not seem as if God
were opening the way for Israel's transfer to Egypt that he
might manifest His name in their miraculous deliverance.

When Jesus was subjected to the power of his enemies, and
hung dying on the shameful cross, it did not seem that God
was laying the foundation for the salvation of the world.

God has not ceased to work, though darkness covers the
earth and gross darkness the people. Human blunders and hu
man crimes are still often the tools by which He cleaves a way
in the desert.

Over many a concealed counsel of God being wrought out
by the actors with merely human views, it may be, it might be
still written, as in connection with God 's punishment ofIsrael
by Sennacherib , "Howbeit, he meaneth not." God often means
one thing when human actors, apparently acting by themselves,
mean another.

Many are not enlightened enough to discern this: but many
are not His children. Who are and who are not, in the indi
vidual sense, awaits His decision in the day ofmanifestation.

But in the generic sense, it is already revealed that the
children of the flesh are not counted for the seed: that is, that
those who see with the mere eye of the flesh are not children
but only creatures transiently here in the fortuitous evolution
of the raw material of His work.

"They that are after the flesh do mind the things of the
flesh: they that are after the Spirit, the things of the Spirit."

The flesh as such is as-'~ vapor that appeareth for a very
little while and then vanisheth away. "

But (1 In. 2:17)-"He that doeth the will of God, ahideth
(in the upshot of things) for ever. "

If I am being partially transferred to Australia as the re
sult of occurrences purely human on their face, it does not
follow that there are no divine aims in and by the case.

Every man who commits his way to God, has the pledge of
guidance, without any information as to the shape the guid
ance may take. He shall direct thy steps may include any form
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of guidance, and the guidance is often there when you cannot
discriminate it from the mass of fortuitous occurrences which
constitute the bulk ofhuman experience.

History and experience show this. Individual action and
individual plans, conceived with apparently individual spon ta
neity, may be the very hand of God. Of course, it may be our
own hand altogether. All depends upon whether God's work is
concerned.

All that man can do, in the absence of express direction
such as David had (Go up to Hebron), is to commit his way to
God in the keeping of His commandments, in the faith that
God will direct, even in the midst of the stupidest of blunders
and direst of calamities.

I write for those who do not scoff. The scoffers I leave with
out wishing a curse to their soul , but much otherwise.

If I had been left to myself, I would never have chosen
removal to Australia-either partially or wholly. I would never
even have made the visit that has actually been made. I always
considered a visit to Australia out of the question-every time
it was proposed.

Yet here I am, going up the Mediterranean the second time,
Australia in view, and with the prospect of becoming only a
visitor in America and England-if the absence of the Lord
continue. What this may mean, we shall not know till later.

The process of tearing up the roots that have held us in
Birmingham for nearly thirty-four years past, has been a pro
longed and laborious one, but being gradually performed, has
been accomplished without hurtful stress. We began to get
ready eight months ago, for it was early evident to me that the
removal had to come, and all things have worked together to
afford an easy extrication.

The efforts made by brethren to avert Australian removal
have all been fruitless---efforts against my judgment or incli
nation , except in so far as inclination would have favored my
remaining in England.

Circumstances operating the other way-pushing from
England, drawing to Australia-have been distinct and deci
sive. They belong to private life, and need no more than this
general allusion.

Our domestic belongings have all been disposed of by ar
rangemen t between sis. Roberts and the brethren and sisters
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in Birmingham, in two sales of a curious kind, effected through
the volunteer mediation of a brother and sister, brought to
bear most helpfully at the right moment.

The usual way is to have the articles, and pay for them
some time afterwards. In this case, the articles were paid for
first, and delivered several months afterwards.

Usually, the prices offered are low, and the prices asked
for, high. In this case, the prices volunteered were in excess of
what, by the devil 's rule, is considered market value, and sub
mitted to on sis . Roberts' side only because a costly voyage
required the money.

Such is the elevating effect of divine principles brought to
bear upon human life by the power of the Truth. What a dif
ferent world it will be when all men fear God, believe His prom
ises and obey His commandments.

The formality (not altogether formal) of saying farewell
to over 700 brethren and sisters was a difficulty to be got
over---difficult in various ways, but chiefly on account of the
strain which such a thing involved for sis. Roberts. The
pleasantest way in some respects would have been to have had
a number of small parties in the Garden Room, but sis. Roberts'
state forbade.

I tried to get over it by requesting the ordinary Whi tsuntide
tea meeting to be considered a farewell meeting, by abolishing
the collection and leaving bro. and sis . Roberts to make up
whatever deficiency there might be: but my proposal was en
ergetically put aside-with the energy of kindness, however
by a leading brother, who said the occasion was no ordinary
one, and they would see to it that the means would not be
wanting for a proper leave-taking.

As a matter of subsequent fact, said brother put down a
liberal sum to be so used, and the farewell tea meeting was
fixed July 22,1897.

It was understood it was to be a private tea meeting, held
in the Temperance Hall, for want of room at 64 Belgrave Road.
Though nominally in brother and sister Roberts' hands, the
arrangements were carried through by others, and carried
through royally.

The tables (in a new arrangement to distinguish the tea
meeting from an ordinary one) were loaded with flowers , as
well as good things for the inner man. The floor was crowded,
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and the company overflowed into the galleries. Twenty of the
young brethren acted as stewards.

Being a private tea meeting, sister Roberts presided at the
central table: her daughter Eusebia, at the table to her right
side, and Sarah Jane at the table at her other side. As for me, I
wandered hither and thither, as opportunities invited.

The meeting was a very animated one, with an undercur
rent of sadness. Some said the flowers were out of place, that
crape and plumes would have been more suited to the occa
sion. The answer was-the flowers (many of which had come
from quarters unknown) were the expression of love and not
of joy; and love was always in place among the friends of God,
when joy might not always be possible.

After tea (the company remaining in their seats), I made a
very few remarks. I said it might seem as if the meeting being
held were a different sort ofmeeting from those in which they
usually assembled. It was so only in form. It was necessarily
somewhat personal, but there came time, when the affairs of
the Truth took a personal form , and when such a form was not
out of place. (To be continued God will ing)

Grace, Mercy, And Peace From God
By BRO. G. V. GROWCOn

(Continued)

Chapter 4 (1 Tim.) is related throughout and deals with the
contrast between self-imposed rules ofphysical self-denial and
obsession with physical exercise, and true spiritual exercise and
development of the whole man unto godliness through study of
and obedience to the Scriptures.

It is easy to get these things out of proportion-to be ob
sessed with physical well-being to the neglect of the infinitely
more vital spiritual growth and development and well-being.

Physical health, no matter how well attended to, is only
good for a few short mortal years. Soon the grave claims the
best-kept mortal bodies. But spiritual health, diligently pur
sued, is doubly profitable-it is good for eternity, and it will
also teach us wisdom and gain us divine care for the present
existence.

"Commanding to abstain from meats" (v 3).
There are all sorts of arbitrary self-denials which gender
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pride and self-satisfaction, and are directly contrary to the
true spirit of praise and thankfulness that recognizes God's
loving hand in His provisions for man.

A£, usual, we see again in the Great Apostasy-the Catholic
Church-the full development of these various human theo
ries against which Paul struggled-

"Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from
meats which God hath created to be received with thanks
giving. "
The close of the chapter is the true picture of self-discipline

and self-development-"Give attention to reading."
To reading what? There can only be one possible answer in

the case: the Scriptures. Let us mark this well. Here again it is
the difference between life and death-

"Give attention to reading. "
Don't just read, but "give attention" (v, 13)

"Meditate on these things. "
Keep them uppermost in your attention-train your mind

to center on God and on His Word at every opportunity, ALL
day-"Give thyself WHOLLY to them," he says (v, 15).

It must be a consistent way oflife-and surely it is obvious
this is the only wise and reasonable course! We are dealing
with the glorious things of eternity and our possible relation
to them-if by any means we gain that great prize.

Could any course therefore be more foolish than to make
anything less than the FULLEST EFFORT WE CAN to suc
ceed?

Surely world events are crying out to us how insecure present
things are and how close the end is upon us! Let us be sure we
are-for the brief time left-found watching and working.

* * *
"Rebuke not an elder, but intreat him as a father; and the
younger men as brethren-the women as mothers and sis
ters" (1 Tim. 5:1-2).
The relationship in the Truth is a close, personal, family

relationship-that is, it should attain to the mutually affec
tionate and tender ideal that family relationship should be,
though often sadly is not.

Relationship in the Truth is not a cold, impersonal, critical
business or mere technical relationship. There MUST be a deep,
personal, living feeling and closeness.
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If there is, the necessary mutual reproof and correction will
be gently offered and lovingly accepted. Pointing out where we
feel others are wrong is often necessary and often a duty. Done
in the right spirit, it is an evidence oflove and care.

BUT-it is one of the hardest, ifnot THE hardest, thing to
do RIGHT-in the Spirit and not in the flesh . Fleshly fault
finding comes so easily and naturally to all.

First of all, we should so live all the time, and have such a
continuous and strong relationship ofaffection and understand
ing among us , that reproof could be given and received with
perfect freedom in the spirit oflove. This is an ideal never fully
attained but earnestly to be striven for.

Chapter 5:3-16 is about widows. It is very interesting and
has a practical bearing on today 's problems. How should the
aged and dependent be cared for?

The emphatic over-all teaching ofthis portion is that, gener
ally speaking, it is a private and not an ecclesial matter.

Well-meaning individuals may feel this should be ecclesially
organized and undertaken on a large and official manner. We
see this trend among those who copy the world 's ways.

But all the emphasis and force of Paul's words here is on
restricting any ecclesialor organized participation, except in very
special circumstances, and all in the direction ofcommanding
and enforcing individual responsibility.

And surely in the light of what we see and hear of well
meant activities in this direction today contrary to Paul's com
mands, we can see not only the scripturalness of the commands
but also the wisdom.

Three times he stresses this basic principle-verses 4, 8, 16.
This is the authority and wisdom ofthe Spirit speaking.

Paul says it is acceptable for "widows indeed"-those with
absolutely no one who should care for them-to be taken on as
a regular ecc1esial responsibility, but EVEN THEN only with
several rigid and demanding restrictions (vs. 9-10)-

"Let nota widow be taken into the number under threescore
years old, having been the wife ofone man, well reported of
for good works: ifshe have brought up children, ifshe have
lodged strangers, ifshe have washed the saints feet, if she
have relieved the afflicted, if she have diligently followed
EVERYgood work. "
What of others who are equally in need, but do not so qualify?
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The general and plentiful and consistent instruction of the
Scriptures concerning love and care for others, especially those
of the Household would adequately take care of all needs in a
Body that is truly and spiritually alive. The vital divine com
mand to ALL is-

"He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath
none, and he that hath meat let him do likewise. "
All who are TRULY in the Truth will not only be willing,

but thankfully happy and EAGER to do so, as children of a
bountiful Father. For those not ofthis enlightened and spiritual
disposition, God has nothing to offer. '~s a man soweth, so
shall he reap."

Institutionalized charity is a cold and humiliating and dep
ersonalized thing. Individual and private love and care is a
beautiful, mutually-blessing bond ofperfectness. Officially or
ganized schemes have great dangers, great problems, and great
disadvantages. We must be guided by the Spirit's teaching,
whether we see its wisdom or not.

But we often can see the wisdom, especially if we first sub
mit in humble faith. In this case we can clearly observe at
present many ill-effects from schemes that ignore the Spirit's
teaching-

Encouragement ofshirkingpersonal responsibility:
Constant pressuring for money to keep ambitious schemes

afloat, like the world's churches;
Unhappy and unsatisfactory conditions ofthe inmates;
The constant danger of an ever-growing centralized bureau

cracy, and an organization held together more and more by its
external structure and less and less by the Truth.

* * *
There is one very striking verse in the instruction about

widows (v, 6)-
"She that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth."
Life is given to man for ONE REASON ONLY-to serve

and glorify God-to give Him pleasure and to be useful in His
eternal purpose.

Pleasure in the abstract is not of itself wrong. There is, in
fact, infinitely more true pleasure and enjoyment, and satis
faction in the Way of Life than the way of death.

David said of that glorious condition to which he looked
forward in faith-
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"In Thy presence is fullness ofjay, and at Thy right hand are
pleasures [oreoermore. "
But Paul is talking about self-pleasing as a motive, com

pared with God-pleasing as a motive.
It is the rrwtive and the rrwtivation that determines whether

our service is spiritual or carnal.
If we serve God simply to get ourselves into the Kingdom

and enjoy its pleasure, this is merely a higher and disguised
form of the same old selfishness.

But if we forget ourselves, and serve God out of the joy of
love and gratitude and worship and devotion, we shall find all
other things are added unto us.

Pleasure sought selfishly is never found. It only comes as a
by-product of love and service.

* * *
Chapter 6 is all related, though the relationship may not be

immediately apparent. It is about slavery, and godliness, and
contentment, and riches, and the good fight of faith, and fi
nally and above all , defending and preserving that glorious
treasure entrusted to our care.

The common theme throughout is that present conditions
and circumstances-either of handicap or privilege-from the
extremes of abject slavery on the one hand to abundant riches
on the other-are utterly unimportant, and not to be either
rebelled against or sought. Life is too short.

The important thing is GODLINESS WITH CONTENT
MENT. Not just godliness, not just contentment, but godliness
with contentment. A faithful life;and a joyful , peaceful, thankful
mind.

This chapter is the complete opposite-the complete rebut
tal-of the common , natural philosophy of life . The natural
mind rebels against slavery and poverty, and desires freedom
and material possessions. This is the highest ideal of the natu
ral mind-the "Great Society. " The Scriptures do not condone
slavery. But neither do they seek to destroy it, any more than
they seek to directly destroy any others of the vast multitude
of inequities that make up natural human society.

The purpose of God is, at the present time, concerned with
something on an entirely different and vastly higher plane
PREPARINGA PEOPLE FOR ETERNITYBYADVERSITY

And, in God's wisdom, slavery and poverty are some-
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times part of the general, evil, human background that God
is using to develop character and shape His determined ends.

Slaves are told to count their owners worthy of all honor.
This is galling to the pride of the flesh, but as the command
of God, faithfully obeyed, it is strengthening to the spirit.

Anything that contributes to pride and self-satisfaction
possessions, position, knowledge, power, prestige-hinders in
the Way ofLife.

Anything that contributes to humility and self-abasement
and recognition of weakness and need-slavery, poverty, low
position-helps in the Way of Life.

To the "wise" ofthe world, this is incomprehensible folly.
If the owners are believers, slaves are still to accept the

condition, and do faithful service, not to expect release be
cause their owners are their brethren.

The Gospel was not meant to disrupt or reform human
society as such. Any tendency in that direction, however ago
nizingly well-meant, would divert and dissipate the power of
the Gospel among men. Therefore, he says (vs, 3-5)-

"Ifany man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome
words, even the words ofour Lord Jesus Christ, and to the
doctrine which is according togodliness.
"He isproud, knowing nothing, doting about questions.
"Supposing thatgain is godliness. "
What does this phrasemean-"supposing that gain is god

liness"-and what connection does it have with the general
line of exhortation about slavery?

It is this: they confused the aim and purpose of the Gos
pel-which is godliness-with the aim of present human bet
terment and improvement of social conditions. This is sac
rificing an eternal betterment for a mere temporal one.

Their course, though well-meant, would at best bring
only present, external, material betterment; and in the end
less upheaval and striving for presen t good, the eternal pur
pose would be confused and lost.

The basic principle involved is a vital one, and one we all
need to learn lest we well-meaningly fall into the same di
version of effort and attention. It is this-

Accept all outward conditions as they are-evil and good
and concentrate directly and continuously on the eternal, spiri
tual work ofpreparing a holypeople.
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The aspect of riches, into which he goes next, is the other
side of the same picture. The natural desire and tendency is to
accumulate money and possessions, for various real and sup
posed motives of "taking care of their own" or doing great and
spectacular things for the Truth.

This, ifwe are not very careful, leads again to confusinggain
with godliness.

God 's work is primarily with the poor, and He chooses weak
and poor in strumen ts for the purpose that the glory may be of
God and not of man. He sends the 30 ,000 home, that the 300
with Gideon may manifest THEIR faith and HIS glory in vic
tory.

We must keep bringing ourselves back to this-the simple,
personal work of each individual , day after day-not the great
well-financed and well-organized schemes.

The Truth is a verysimple, individual, personal thing-passed
on in joyful zeal from person to person-radiated in personal
example, personal dedication,personal holiness.

Look at the example of Christ. Look at the example of Paul.
This was the living power that swept the Roman Empire in the
early centuries, and this is the work we have to carry forward
each individual one of us, in this our brief day. "0 Timothy"
and the exhortation is for all-

"Keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding pro
fane and vain babblings, and oppositions ofscience falsely
so called. "

---of which there is sadly so much today, in the Body as well as
outside.

The Kingdom Of God
That the Kingdom of God will be established upon the

Earth-Psa. 2:8; 72:8-11; Jer. 23:5, 8; Eze. 37:20-28; Dan . 2:35,
44; 7:14,27; Joel 3:16-17, 21; Mic. 4:7-8; Zee. 14:9,16-19; Obad.
21-Lk. 1:32-33; Rev. 11:15; 2:26-27; 5:8-10-and be everlast
ingin its duration.-Psa. 89:29; Isa. 4:6-7; Dan. 2:44; 7:14,27;
Mic. 4:7; Lk. 1:33; Heb. 1:8; 12:28; 2 Pet. 1:11; Rev. 11:15.

That the once crucified Jesus ofNazareth-the Lord of Life,
now exalted at the Father's right hand-is the Anointed King
Psa. 2:1-9; Isa. 9:6-7 ; 53:10-12; Jer. 23:5-7; Eze. 37:24-25; Dan.
7:13-14;Lk.1:33;Acts2:31; 16:31;Heb.1:8;Jn.1:49;Rev.17:14..

That the glorified Saints, washed from their sins in the blood
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of the Lamb, will be its princes and subordinate Sovereigns
Dan. 7:18,27; Matt. 19:28; 1 Cor. 6:5-6; Rom. 8:17; 2 Tim .
2:12; Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:10; 20:4.

That the Jews who own their supremacy, will be the imme
diate Subjects: to be gathered out of every nation for this pur
pose--Jer. 23:5-9; 31; Eze. 37:20-28; Mic. 4:8 ; Lk. 1:33,68-75.

That the Government will be absolute and Divine, and not
left to the will of any people--Isa. 11:2-5; Psa. 2:9; 72:2-4; Dan.
7:14,27; Matt. 28:18; In. 17:2; 1 Cor. 15:27 ; Rev. 22:4; Heb.
2:8; Eph. 1:22.

That Jerusalem will be its Capital, and the Holy Land its
immediate locality-Gen. 13:15; 17:5; Isa. 2:3; 24:23; Mic. 4:4,
7-8; Joel 3:17, 20-21.

That the Image of Human Satan-power-The Constitution
of Sin -embodied in the governments of the world-ecclesias
tical, monarchical and republican, will be destroyed-Gen. 3:15;
Psa, 2:9; 72:4, 9; 49:7-8; Isa. 60:12 ; Dan. 2:35, 44; 7:9-27 ; 2
Thess. 2:7-8 ; Rev. 17:10,14; 18; 19:17,21; 20 :1-3.

And that all Nations will serve and obey Him who is the
appointed Governor of Nations, and participate in that glori
ous righteousness , peace and prosperity which shall
characterise his Reign-Gen. 12:3; 22:18; Psa. 76; 60:9-10; Isa.
2:2-4; 11:1-10; Mic. 4:1-5; Zech. 10:11; Luke 2:14; Gal. 3:8-are
Truths which illuminate every page of the Bible; constitute
the promise made to Adam-Gen. 3:15; Abraham-Gen. 12:3;
22:18; Gal . 3:8; Heb . 11:10; David-2 Sam. 7:9-16; Acts 2:30
and all The Ancients-Heb. 4:2 ; 11; Jude 14-and the Gospel
proclaimed by Jesus-Mk. 1:14-15; Lk. 4:43; 9:2; Peter-Acts
2:30; 3:19-26; 10:37; 2 Pet. 1:11; Paul-Acts 26:6-7; 28:23, 31;
Stephen-Acts 7:1-53; and Philip-Acts 8:12.

The Gospel to be believed for Righteousness and Salvation;
and the only Glad Tidings which will revolutionise the mind,
change the motives and sentiments, and induce purity oflife,
personal holiness, disinterested philanthropy and benevolence,
and unreserved obedience to the will of God.

To participate in the honour and glory of this Kingdom, it is
necessary to be adopted into the family of Abraham, by be
lieving the things which concern the Kingdom of God and the
name of Jesus Christ, and immersion into the name of the
Father, Son , and Holy Spirit-Mark 16:15-16; Acts 1:38-39;
8:12; Gal. 3:25-29.
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Every statement of the above can be demonstrated by the
obvious and grammatical sense of the Holy Scriptures; Testi
mony of Moses and the Prophets; Testimony ofJesus and the
Apostles.

Search, and see if this be not so.-Herald, 1855

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy
THE ELEVENTH HORN

"On the head of [Daniel's] fourth beast were ten horns,
but this number was augmented by the appearance of an
eleventh, which, however, by its aggressive acts, speedily
diminished the whole number to eight. The eleventh horn
was distinguished from its neighbours in having eyes and
mouth ... It employed its mouth in "speaking great things
against the Most High" ... "The same horn made war with
the saints, and prevailed against them, until the Ancient of
Days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the
Most High, and the time came that the saints possessed the
Kingdom" . ..

"Now the plain reading of this symbolism is evident
enough. The body of the beast being the Roman Empire, it
follows that the Roman Empire was in some form to con
tinue till the arrival of "the Ancient of Days" to destroy it."

-Christadelphian, 1866, p. 82
THE INSIDIOUSNESS OF PAPAL INFLUENCE

As we begin 2016, we still see the prominence of the elev
enth horn with mouth and eyes under its current symbolic,
militarily weakened, stage-that ofthe Roman False Prophet.
The obnoxious mouth continues to speak great things that
are heard around the globe, while the shameless observing
eyes continue to insert themselves into the intrigues of gov
ernments, which allows the Bishop of Rome an ability to
act that other powers cannot match-

Coaxing U.S.-Cuban reconciliation is just the start: the Pope
is making the Holy See a player in the most pressing global
issues in a way unseen since the early days of Pope John Paul
II . From the outset of his papacy he has drawn attention to
the Mediterranean migrant crisis, and in early September he
called on Catholic dioceses to house refugee families. Francis
routinely speaks out about the persecution of Christians in
Syria and Iraq as he pushes for action to end the wars there.
He praised the controversial nuclear deal between Iran, the
U.S. and five other world powers. His ISO-page encyclical on
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the environment has helped make Francis a perceived front
runner for the Nobel Peace Prize. [U.S.] Secretary of State
John Kerry "early on saw Francis as a potentially activist for
eign policy Pope," says one senior State official.

Francis' strategy is bold, both on the world stage and within
the Vatican. First, he is injecting himself into high-level diplo
macy by taking controversial positions on the biggest issues of
the day. In the Middle East, the Pope has alternately pleased
and disappointed all sides. His push for the Iran nuclear deal
bolstered the White House but angered Israel. The Vatican rec
ognized Palestinian statehood in June, infuriating Jerusalem.

When violent unrest broke out in Venezuela last year, Cardinal
Pietro Parolin, the Vatican's Secretary of State who was previ
ously the Holy See's ambassador there, mediated talks between
President Maduro and the opposition. At the same time that he
is making a splash in public, Francis is quietly altering the estab
lished order of papal diplomacy behind the scenes.

Francis' views are grounded in Catholic social teaching that
sees itself as above world systems, offering a corrective to both
communism and capitalism. In a way most revolutionaries can.
only dream of, that view of the world is becoming his greatest
asset as it increases his popularity across national boundaries.

Francis is also a keen observer of the internal politics of coun
tries he visits, and that pays off in return, yielding access and
influence for his diplomats. That in turn means countries are
asking Francis for things too.-Time, 9/15

This "yielding access and influence" is precisely the re
sult most desired by the "whore that sitteth upon many wa
ters, with whom the kings of the earth have committed for
nication" (Rev. 17:1-6): even she, who while professing her
self to be espoused to Christ, yet intermingles freely and
comfortably with the "rulers of the darkness of this world,"
showing that her real loves and aims are confined to the
worldly objects she can accomplish in her ecclesiastical deal
ings with them.
WAR AND PEACE AT THE WHIM OF THE VATICAN

Now it behooves the Holy See, the seat of government
informally referred to as the Vatican, that if it is "above
world systems" (much like an emperor is above kingdoms),
that it also should reserve to itself the ability to determine
when it is appropriate for the nations to go to war, and when
it is not-

Last July Pope Francis spoke about the hundredth anniver
sary of WWI. He used the occasion to exhort his listeners to
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abolish war: "Never war! Never war!" But the pope has since
suggested that military action to protect civilians from massa
cre at the hands of groups such as the Islamic State can be
just. This tension-between calls to abolish war and cautious
support for the use of armed force-is nothing new at the
Vatican.

In 1991, 'St. ' John Paul II wrote, "No, never again war"
and called on humanity to "proceed resolutely toward outlaw
ing war completely," but the same year he also said, "We are
not pacifists, we do not want peace at any cost."

This is why popes since Vatican II have stressed the impor
tance ofgreater global governance, what Benedict XVI called a
"true world political authority" able to "ensure security for
all, regard for justice, and respect for rights." Rather than
concentrated in some remote seat of power, such authority
would be spread across an interlocking web of global institu
tions-international laws, treaties and their enforcement re
gimes, non-governmental organizations, UN agencies, civil-so
ciety groups-that Catholic teaching consistently commends.

There is no reason to think that the tools of peacemaking
emphasized by Catholic social teaching cannot be effectively
used to bring such states into existing zones of peace.

-CommonWealMagazine, 12/15
This remarkable plan and call for a global Catholic sys

tem would certainly set the stage for Rome to say, "I sit a
queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow" (Rev.
18:7). Note how the popes are advocating that there should
be one mouth, or true world political authority, with Catho
lic influence pervading the whole globe. The statement of
not concentrating authority in "some remote seat of power"
is eminently deceptive, for all Catholics owe their allegiance
to the "infallible" occupier of Rome.

This centralized but not centralized political authority
(shades of the Trinity theory) could declare military action
against some while protecting others, for example "Chris
tians" who must be defended-

In Syria and Iraq, Christians face displacement and death
as the al-Qaeda offshoot Islamic State of Iraq and Greater
Syria (ISIS) continues to take and hold territory. [Pope] Francis
opposed military strikes in Syria in 2013, but in March the
Vatican's UN diplomat called for military force against ISIS.
A decade of war has cut the Christian population in neighbor
ing Iraq by two-thirds-in 2003 it was 1.5 million; today it is
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less than 500,000. When ISIS strongholds spread over Iraq last
summer, Chaldean Catholic Archbishop Bashar Warda of Erbil
had 620 families seeking shelter in his house alone, camping in
his cathedral and gardens for two months.-Time, 9/15

The Pope's interest is not limited to Syria. He sees the
impact the turmoil across the Middle East has on his follow
ers and admirers. Thus he not only strongly encourages the
"peace and safety cry" for the whole Middle East, he also
reserves the right to call for military action to protect his
fiock-

When he visited Israel and the Palestinian territories last
summer, [Francis] surprised the world by inviting both peoples'
Presidents to Rome for a historic prayer summit. Days after
they prayed for peace in the Vatican gardens, Israel launched
an offensive on the Gaza Strip. Francis defends his move. "That
prayer for peace was absolutely not a failure," he insisted. "At
present the smoke of the bombs, the smoke of wars, does not
allow the door to be seen, yet the door has remained open from
that moment."-Time, 9/15

[As an aside, while the "God of the Earth" figures he has
opened a door no one else can, note which party took the
action that publicly embarrassed the Pope-Israel: a fact
which the Holy See won't likely forget.]
'PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. BUT WAR IS OK TOO'

Pope Francis stated that a solution to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict is crucial for stability and peace in the Middle East,
during a summit held at the Vatican. [But] should it remain
unsolved , the Israeli-Palestinian conflict will inevi tably have
great regional and global consequences, including consequences
for Christians in neighboring countries, the Pontiff added.

Pope Francis reaffirmed that military force is justified in
the fight against Islamic militants in the Middle East, stating
that Christians in the region had the right to peacefully return
to their homeland. Vatican secretary of state, Cardinal Pietro
Parolin, told the UN General Assembly that the military inter
vention and use of force to protect Christians in the Middle
East was both "licit and urgent."

The three-day gathering invited ambassadors from the
Middle East and North Africa to the Vatican for meetings on
the status of Christians in the Middle East. Leaders discussed
protecting the 7.5 million Christians in the region from perse
cution by extremists groups, such as the Islamic State.

-Jer.Post, 10/14
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If the Pope calls for action against the Islamists endan
gering Christians of all stripes, what would happen if the
Jews, or a Jewish leader, started to cleanse Jerusalem of all
the noxious detritus of icons, artifacts and holy places so
closely identified with Christianity? Surely the Vatican would
then, in step with their Greek counterparts, be raising a call
for war. Or as Dr. Thomas puts it more succinctly, "To abol
ish the Greek and Latin superstitions in Jerusalem, would
set the Frogs into violent activity, inflame the two hundred
millions of European papists with burning fanaticism, and
throw the Autocrat of all the Russias into fierce and furi
ous paroxysms of wrath" (Eur. Vol. 3, p. 601).
CATHOLICS AND GREEK ORTHODOX TOGETHER

On this front, as time moves on, we are seeing more and
more sympathy and "brotherly love" develop between the
two parties of the old ecclesiastical schism of 1054: the West
ern Papal system, and the Eastern Orthodox system favoured
by Russia-

In a me ssage .. . hand delivered to the Orthodox leader in
Istanbul by the head of the Pontifical Council for Promoting
Christian Unity, Cardinal Kurt Koch-

"To His Holiness Bartholomaios, Ar chbishop of Constanti
nople , Ecumenical Patriarch.

Your Holiness, Beloved Brother in Christ, I am pleased once
again to send a delegation of the Holy See to the Patronal
celebrations as a tangible sign of my fraternal affection and
the spiritual closeness of the Church of Rome to Your Holiness.

I recall the fiftieth anniversary on 7 December 2015 of the
Joint Catholic-Orthodox Declaration of Pope Paul VI and the
Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I which expr essed the de
cision to remove from memory and from the midst of the
Church the excommunications of 1054.

Having restored a relationship of love and fraternity, in a
spirit of mutual trust, respect and charity, there is no longer
any impediment to Eucharistic communion which cannot be
overcome. In order to progress on our journey towards the full
communion for which we long, we need continually to draw
inspiration from the gesture of recon ciliation and peace. At all
levels and in every context of Church life, r elations between
Catholics and Orthodox must increasingly r eflect the logic of
love that leaves no room for the spirit of rivalry.

From the Vatican, 30 November 2015, Franciscus PP."
- VaticanRadio, 11/15

This is a far cry from the hard feelings extant in 1054 that
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lead to the "schism of the church"-an ecclesiastical divi
sion that matched the earlier civil dissection that created
the Eastern and Western Roman Empires. This partition
civil and ecclesiastical, with the line drawn between Italy
and Greece through the Adriatic Sea-created the two legs
of Neb.'s Image.

Now note what Dr. Thomas said in his day-
"Now, though the territories of the Two Legs stand side

by side, the Leg dominions are essentially antagonistic, hav
ing no bond of union between them. But when the Image is
complete the same political vitality that energizes the one
must energize the other. This political union of Legs into
one dominion is indicated by the Toes being distributed on
Feet united to both the Legs" (Christadelphian, 1879, p.
482).

The stirrings of that "political vitality" can be found in
the shared concern of Catholics, Greek Orthodox and Rus
sians over the plight of Christians in the Middle East. Even
tually, that vitality will be energetically manifested in the
person of the Russian Czar, whose policy will be to bring
the respective territories of eastern and western Roman civi
lization (along with many other nations beside) into a co
hesive whole-a colossus standing upon its feet-to protect
and strengthen the subjects of "Christian values"-

At the height of the debate over r efugee resettlement,
Aleppo's Melkite Greek Catholic Archbishop Jeanbart pled with
his brethren to help his parishioners remain in Syria. Like
most Christian leaders in the Middle East, he favors a politi
cal solution to the conflict, going so far as to laud the Russian
military intervention in Syria for giving residents enough hope
to stay on.

Jeanbart's [Orthodox] view reflects the Vatican's sentiments
on Assad, too; it understands that Russia and Iran are critical
actors in not only resolving the ongoing war, but also securing
the faith 's regional survival.

The Holy See 's ties with Russia are stronger than ever and
Rome and Tehran's 30 years of quiet engagement has deep
ened over the last two years.

Pope Francis' direct involvement in Syria began in 2013 .
The U.S. was mulling a decision on whether to launch airstrikes
against the regime. Francis wrote a letter to the G-20 arguing
that a military intervention was futile. When the U.S. chose
not to intervene, the Holy See looked like a lion-slayer. The
move created a bond between the pope and Russian President
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Vladimir Putin, who is also interested in protecting Christians
in the Middle East . The two have since coordinated efforts to
deliver humanitarian aid.

Iran, too , expressed admiration for the way the pope headed
off airstrikes in Syria. In early 2014, Iran's ambassador to the
Holy See called Francis "a virtuous figure . . . brimming with
morality and modesty, and the Iranian people expect him to re
sist oppressors and the powerful, with d ivine help ,just like Jesus
Christ. " Iv:, for the Vatican's diplomatic corps, it sees Iran as
an indispensable player that can bring about an end to the
Syrian conflict. "Iran is an integral part of the ... negotiation
that can lead to peace," said the pope's representative to the
UN Offi ce at Geneva.

Catholicism is also working for a world without weapons of
mass destruction and calls on all nations to rid themselves of
these. Francis praised the eventual U.S.-Iranian [nuclear arms]
deal at the UN in September. In the U.S., Catholic entities
lobbied Congress to approve the deal, encouraged by Rome to
do so. More recently, the Vatican lobbied for Iran's inclusion in
the second round of peace talks on Syria in Vienna (the mouth
of the False Prophet encouraging a voice to be heard from the
old mouth of the Beast, which will yet be vitalized. See Rev.
19:20-TD.C.).

The Vatican wants to help build momentum for a peace pro
cess that respects Iran's role because it sees Tehran as an indis
pensable participant: ready to safeguard faith groups that West
ern governments have, so far, largely failed to protect .

-For. Affairs, 12/15
Marvelously we see the growing ecclesiastical affinity of

the Eastern leg, Greek Orthodox-with the Western leg, the
Catholics; with Russia's military power looming in the back
ground, ready to be called upon to "help the Christians"-

Weeks before the Turkish military shot a Russian jet out of
the skies, Archpriest Vsevolod Chaplin gave his blessing to the
Russian intervention in the Middle East.

"The fight with terrorism is a holy battle," said Chaplin, a
prominent spokesman for the Russian Orthodox Church.

With some 70% of Russians identifying as Orthodox Chris
tians , the Kremlin has relied on the church to bolster public
support for the Syrian war effort. The Orthodox Church's Pa
triarch Kirill, a loyal Kremlin ally, also pitched in.

Although Russians were initially skeptical, the church's ef
forts-together with a propaganda blitz by state media-helped
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convince them that military action in Syria was good for Rus
sia and good for the world.

Putin also encouraged the church to build a relationship with
the armed forces. It soon became a regular occurrence for priests
to sprinkle Russian space rockets with holy water ahead ofliftoff.
The Orthodox Church has even held a religious service in honor
of the nation's stockpile of nuclear weapons.

In June, in an on-air tirade, Chaplin waxed lyrical about the
"benefits" of war for Russia's collective soul. Putin, for his part,
does seem to agree with Chaplin 's assessment that religion is the
only available bulwark against moral and societal collapse. "Many
Euro-Atlantic countries have moved away from their roots, in
cluding Christian values," Putin told a gathering of foreign ex
perts and political analysts in 2013.-For. Policy, 11/15
THE MOULDING OF THE FEET

Concerning Neb.'s Image, Dr. Thomas wrote-"The moul
ding of the Feet out of the iron and clay is the mission of
"our sacred Russia" as it is styled by the Czar. It is this
work that is on the eve of its commencement, and when it
begins it will progress rapidly to its completion" (Chris
tadelphian, 1879, p. 484).

When Gog sets forward to cause the Image to stand
upon its feet, the sympathetic aspect of Catholic and Or
thodoxy toward each other will greatly facilitate and has
ten his purpose, for they will exert their influence over
the hearts and minds of the people regarding the "ben
efits" of war. These ecclesiastical powers will be greatly
interested in the uniting influence of the Autocrat, who
will lend military strength to their joint ambition to own
the souls of the world.

Close is the day when the Babylonian Harlot's "sins
have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her
iniquities ... Therefore shall her plagues come in one
day, death, and mourning, and famine, and she shall be
utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who
judgeth her" (Rev. 18:5-8). "The Lord shall consume her
with the spirit of His mouth, and destroy her with the
brightness of HIS COMING" (2 Thess. 2:8).

Let us therefore hold fast to the calling we have obeyed:
"Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of
her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues!" (Rev.
18:4).-T.D.C.

Christ's return is very near. Today is the day toprepare for it!
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Ecc1esial News (Cont inued F OInpage2)

in wars today, participating either in Africa, Asia, Europe, Middle
East or elsewh ere. Included in this are the five nuclear powers
U.S., England, France and Russia, with China being invited to
join. Added to the general corruption and sorrow, the immoral
ity and hatred on every hand, and the desire to please oneself
growing daily, the evidence is before us of the time of the end.
And we know what that will bring-the return of Jesus to the
earth to collect his true saints and grant the faithful eternal life
after their judgment, and then begin the long overdue judgment
on the world. In the end, God's restored Kingdom will stretch
throughout the earth . For the faithful, this is their great desire!

While we are waiting for that wonderful day to dawn, we are
striving to uphold the Divine principles in these latter days, and
also to upbuild and strengthen each other in the Truth's bonds .
To help on th e way, we held our annual Fraternal Gathering in
October. The theme was "He That Hath an Ear, Let Him Hear. "

The Gathering opened on Saturday morning with the reading
of the daily portion according to our Bible Companion, with
discussion on the third portion.

The first address at 10 a.m., entitled "The Bible Companion,"
was given by bro. J ason Clubb (Brownwood, TX, ecclesia). He
spoke on bro. Roberts' labours as he sought the best way to
cover the reading of God 's Word over the course of the year. He
concluded that the final system of three portions per day worked
best. Our speaking bro. also showed quotes by bre. Thomas and
Roberts and other brethren, as to the utter importance and the
consistent reading of the Word daily. And he added-The Bible
Companion brother Roberts put together at such a young age, is
one of the anchors upon which Christadelphians have rallied
around for over 100 years.

At 2 p.m., bro. Tim Calk (Houston , TX ecclesia) spoke on "The
Value of the Hymn Book." He mentioned that we carry it with
our Bibles and use it on appropriate occasions , whether during
meetings or gatherings, or perhaps an occasional singing prac
tice, or at the joyful occasion of a baptism, or the sad occasion of
laying to rest a bro. or sis . On such times we sing words we
became quite familiar with and echo the sounds we have many
times heard sung around us . But are we taking it for granted?

Our bro. then mentioned that the Hymn Book, also a work of
bro. Roberts and like the daily reading Bible Companion, went
through changes before arriving at its present state. As bro. Rob
erts explained-"Our growth compelled several unpremeditated
developments. A hymn book was oneofthem. "The 'Golden Harp'
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supplied our needs for a few years. " Later he prepared and pub
lished what we now know as "The Christadelphian Hymn Booh,"
which was completed in 1873 and published the following year.

A question was also asked: "What is a Hymn?" It is a song of
praise to God; a metrical composition adapted for singing in a
religious service; a song of praise or joy. The answer, of course, to
why bro. Roberts would be so attentive and careful about a col
lection of hymns or songs is that he loved the Truth ; and hymns,
songs, and singing are deep, personal expressions of worship and
praise to God.

The 3 p.m. address, "The Value Of Elpis Israel and Eureka,"
was given by bro . Tim Clubb (London ecclesia). He first quoted
bro. Thomas' words-"Our mission is to enlighten the ignorant
upon all Scriptural subj ects; to assist in finishing the work begun
by Peter at the house of Cornelius; to aid in preparing a people
who shall be ready for the Lord at his Apocalypse; to keep them
informed of the Signs of his approach" (Christadelphian, 1869).

In regard to Elpis Israel, in its preface, the following point was
quoted-"It is a book, not for these times only, but for the years
preceding 'the Times of the End,' and thence to the epoch of the
restoration of the Kingdom and Throne of David. It is named
Elpis Israel, or Israel's Hope ... " (E.I., Preface)

Of Eureha, bro . Thomas wrote : "I have named this exposition
Eureka. It signifies I have found. If the reader inquire of me ,
"What?" I answer, ''AnExposition of the Apocalypse in harmony
with 'the things of the Kingdom and the name of Jesus Anointed;'
which completes the title." And bro. Thomas added: "Blessed is
he that hnouis accurately, and they who give heed to the words of
this prophecy, and observe narrowly the things which have been
written in it; for the time is near" (Rev. 1:3).-Preface.

On Sunday at 10 a.m., for the Sunday School address, bro.
Isaac Clubb (Brownwood TX ecclesia), spoke on "The Value Of
the Christadelphian Instructor. " The scholars were informed of
the tremendous importance of the Instructor in regard to teach
ing the One true Gospel message; and of the fact it was another
production by bro. Roberts. Its value today is the same as when
it was first printed and used in the past.

For the Memorial Service at 11 :15 , bro. Edward Williams
(Water for d ecclesia) exhorted on "The Value Of God's Word
Of Truth. " He stated that according to Paul, the value of the
Word of God is-

1. Useful for teaching the Faith.
2. For correcting error, and for discipline.
3. For the resetting of the direction of a man's or woman's life.
4. For training in righteousness , in holy living, in confor-
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mity to God's will in thought, purpose and action.
5. The Scriptures are the comprehensive equipment of the man

of God, and fit him fully for all branches of his work-holiness,
charity, knowledge, instruction, etc.-and exhortation.

6. It instructs us in that which is true, reproves us for that
which is amiss, directs us in that which is good.

7. If we consult the Scriptures, which were given by inspira
tion of God, and follow its directions, we shall be made men of
God, perfect, and thoroughly furnished to every good work. A
valuable book indeed! The question is, do we fully appreciate it?

Our public Bible Lecture at 3 p.m. , was entitled "The Value Of
the Bible Today. " Bro. Dan Clubb (Carrollton TX ecclesia) spoke
on the absolute need for the Bible in today's world. It is wholly
inspired of God and consists of many fulfilled prophecies regard
ing God 's purpose with the earth and man upon it. As well, it
contains prophecies unfulfilled as yet, enabling us to appreciate
the times we live in and how close we are to the return of Christ.

Sunday evening, the brethren and sisters were invited to bro.
Tim and sis. Carolyn Clubb 's home to do the remaining Daily
Bible Reading. It was a good time to visit and talk about the
precious Truth that is ours in these latter days.

On Monday, those who were able to stay longer, joined us at
the hall in doing the three Daily Readings, and having dinner
together. The opportunity to visit again was quite comforting
and certainly another blessing in this evil age.

Including the Fraternal Gathering, we have had the company
and fellowship of bro. Tim Calk and sis. Jeannie Willis (Houston
TX); bro. Jim and sis. Donna Crownover (Lan sdale, PA); bro .
Edward and sis Lori Williams (Waterford); bro . Jason and sis.
Sandra Clubb, bro. Isaac Clubb (Brownwood, TX); sis. Shirley
Koyl (Burnet, TX); bro. Dan Clubb (Carrollton , TX). We appre
ciate their labours of love.

With loving greetings on behalf of the London ecclesia ,
-bro. David Clubb

One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Continued from page 36)

selves. One of their questions is that which appears at the head
of the article ... Dr. Thomas' answer is as effective today as
when it was first penned. It is as follows---
''As to why we continue to designate Mr. Campbell's co-religion
ists by his name, notwithstanding their unanimous repudiation
of it, we reply, because debt is one thing, and repudiation of debt
another. That is the reason pure and simple.
"Though we never graduated at Bethany College, nevertheless
we know Campbellism, as the saying is, 'like a book.' For seven
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months after our first acquaintance, in 1832, with what was
then styled 'Reformation,' we say it as the sin of ignorance, that
we studied the Christian Baptist very diligently. Yea more so
then the Bible.
"By the hearing of the ear, and the seeing of the eyes, the mys
teries of Bethany became familiar. 'The three kingdoms,' 'the
three salvations,' 'the three facts,' 'the ancient gospel,' 'the an
cient order of things,' 'the coronation of Jesus,' 'baptism for
the remission of sins,' 'the operation of the Holy Spirit,' etc ., as
distilled from the tongues and pens of Messrs. Scott and Camp
bell, are familiar all as household words."

Bro. Thomas then commented on coming to the fullness of the Truth
"But, God be thanked and praised for ever! His Word became
our teacher; and in proportion as we acquired an understand
ing of it, our hold on the traditions of immersed Presbyterian
anti-creedism relaxed, and was finally abandoned."-Herald,1856

* * *
A second article by bro. Thomas was on ':4 Mission-Begun and comin
ued." He brought out seven vital points in relation to the purpose of his
magazine, "The Herald of the Kingdom and Age to Come. w_

"The mission of the Herald originates from the full assurance
of the editor's faith and hope; which repudiates the Christian
ity of the Apostacy, styled by the partisans of that system of
Gentilism-'the sentiments of all Christendom.'
"The editor, then, and those who co-operate with him, send
the Herald forth-
1) To open the eyes of the Gentiles, by expounding and testify
ing to them the Kingdom of God . . .
2) To turn Nineteenth Century 'Christians' from the darkness
of their three-fact gospelism to the ligh t of the Glad Tidings of
the glory and Kingdom of the Christ ...
3) To turn them from the power of Gentile theology ...
4) To increase the knowledge and faith of those already sancti
fied by the Truth, that they may be edified or built up ...
5) To solve all questions presenting themselves as obstacles to
sincere enquirers after Truth.
6) To besiege and raze to the ground the strongholds of the
deceiver .. .
7) To keep them whom the Truth has sanctified informed of
the Signs of the Times; that they may know where they stand
in relation to the appearing of the Lord.-Herald, 1856

* * *
THE next exposition from Dr. Thomas was on "Ignorance and Knowledge. W

It was a collection of a few verses to prove his point on the subject. He
mentioned-'The enlightened to walk not as other Gentiles;' 'ESChewing
ignorance as a dangerous and fatal error;' 'The new man is made new
again by exact knOWledge after the Creator;' and, 'Let grace and Truth be
multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God and of Jesus.'

* * *
THE last address of bro. Thomas' was on "The Number of the Beast. W It
showed to whom the 666 applied. It was replicated in vol. 3 of "Eureka. W
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AS bro. Roberts announced in the December, 1880, Christadelphian, the
first article on ''The Visible hand of God, or Miracles, Signs and Wonders"
appeared. He introduced the subject by stating-

The invisible Hand of God has been amply illustrated in the
ways of Providence. God's hand may work-and often is at
work-in the affairs of a natural form and complexion, withou t
being discernible in the operation. This we have learned from
the authenticated cases on record in the Scriptures of Truth.
There is no doubt about it. The only uncertainty is as to where
and when the operation takes place.
In the vast mass of subliminary events, there is no Providence
at all. They are the fortuitous concurrences of unconnected
events, with which God has nothing to do in the direct, though
veiled, form of causation involved in the term Providence.

* * *
SUNDAY Morning Exhortation No. 127, was on Christ's remarks that he spoke
to the Jews. He stated-

We are here this morning to build one another up in the faith
that has come by Jesus Christ. There are various ways of doing
this. Certainly none are more effectual than the one which is
touched in a saying of Christ's read in our hearing this morn
ing. He said to the Jews who opposed him, "Ifye believe not me,
believe the ioorhs. "
Here was an appeal in evidence to facts. He bases his claim to be
received as the Messiah on reasons in the shape of facts which
could not be explained apart from his possession of that charac
ter. The works that Jesus did were all of a character to carry
with them the conviction of his divinity.
They were not like the feat of sorcerers or the performance of
wizards or magicians. They were not done secretly. They were
not done in the dark. They required no appliances. They were
done in the open day, any by means beyond human control, such
as when with a word , he saved in an instant a dying child at a
long distance off, or quelled a storm with a command, or walked
on the sea by his will, or fed thousands with a few loaves.
To the Pharisees he said, "If I do not the works of my Father,
believe me not." In these few but simple words, he throws down
a challenge to reason which cannot be taken up. They are words
that cover the whole ground of revelation.

* * *
IN the "Notes" section, bro. Roberts commented on worldly holidays

The English brethren do not "observe" "Good Friday," "Eas
ter," "Christmas," etc. They merely use the leisure which these
public holidays place at their disposal for the purpose of coming
together on the basis of the Truth.

* * *
IN his sixth section on "The Temple of Ezekiel's Prophecy," bro. Henry
Sulley wrote on the subject of "The Figure of Brass having a Flaxen Line,
and a Measuring Reed in his hand." He went into a great deal of study and
made many remarks regard to this wonderful subject. He opened this
section by mentioning-
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We do well, therefore, to find out who it is that is worthy of
being represented by the figure of brass, having a flaxen line
and a measuring reed in his hand.
Concerning him we read that "he MADE also the posts of three
score cubits round about the gate." The Man of Brass, then, is
not merely the Measurer of the Temple, but he is also the Con
structor and Builder thereof
The symbol of the Man of Brass portrays the manifestation of a
person who had not been born when the vision was given to
Ezekiel. Since then, however, his manifestation has taken place.
It was a real person who spoke with the fishermen of Galilee,
He ate and drank with them before he ascended to the right
hand of the Majesty in the heavens, and he is just as much a
reality now as he was then, and will be so when he returns.

* * *
BIBLE Lectures (135 Years Ago)-

"The Aspect of the Affairs in the East"
"Christ as the Amen"
"Why Separate from Other Religious Bodies"
"The First Adam and the Second Adam, and Our Relation to
Both"

"The Blood of Christ"
"What is to Come at the End of the Present Dispensation?"
"The 6,000 Years of Sin and Death About to Close and the 1,000
Years of Righteousness and Peace About to Conunence"

"God: His Nature and Attributes"
"The Return of the Jews"
"The Decline of the Turkish Empire"
"The Politics of the Great Future"
"Babylon (Confusion) Considered as the Apocalyptic Symbol of
Christendom, So-Called, in its Present State"

December Answers--"Children"
1. First child-Cain
2. Forty-two children-Elisha
3. Babeleaped-John Baptist
4. Boys and girLs--Play in streets
5. little child-5halllead them
6. Littlemaid-Naaman'swife's
7. A little sister-Song
8. Weep for children-Rachel
9. Take the youngchild-Jesus

10.Another seed--8eth
11. Child of old age-Benjamin
12.As the lad ran-Jonathan's
13. Child shall be Nazarite-Samson
14. Naomi took the ehlld-e-Obed
15. Scarlet thread-Zarah
16.Child sneezed--8hunammite
17. Lift up thelad-Islunael
18. A proper child-Moses
19.Writeman childless-Coniah
20. Hid inbedchamber--Joash
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21. The babe wept-Moses
22. A goodly child-Moses
23. The child is not--Joseph
24. I am but a child--80lomon
25. I and the children-Isaiah
26. Butter and honey-bnmanuel
27. Humble self-As little a child
28. Child shall die-hundred years old
29. I spake as a child-Paul
30. Child ofpromise-Isaac
31. Thou art a youth-David
32. To us a child is born-Wonderful
33. Give me children-Rachel
34. Child of the devil-Elymas
35. Damsel arose--Jairus' daughter
36. Is the child dead?-David's
37. Youngman, arise-Widow's son
38. Give me my children-Jacob
39. A lad here-five loaves, two fishes
40. Children struggle--Jacob and Esau
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One Hundred & Thirty-Five YearsAgo
Th8 Christadelphian, January, 1881

THE first article for January 1881, was by bro. Thomas. It was under the
heading of "Why Do You Call Us Campbellites?" To explain the sUbject bro.
Roberts commented-

The warfare of the Truth has shifted its base since the early
controversies of Dr. Thomas. In those days, the Doctor's prin
cipal antagonists were the Campbellites, among whom he was
thrown, in the ways of Providence; now it is the world of the
orthodox in general that is in arms against the doctrines of the
Holy Oracles of God , as contrasted with the venerable tradi
tions of a Pagan theology.
However, the Campbellites (now a squad in the numerous hosts
of the adversary) occasionally come to the front and show them-

(Continued Oil page 32)

BIBLE PUZZLE-"Until"
1. Occupy 15. Be thou there
2. Eat flesh 16. Sit right hand
3. Darkness 17. Hurt not earth
4. Knew not 18. Flee to Laban
5. Both wept 19. Make no noise
6. Law added 20. Judge nothing
7. Paul talked 21. Grow together
8. Be no more 22. Cock not crow
9. Veil on face 23. Heaven receive

10. Let it alone 24. Drink no more
11. Eat nothing 25. Not open gates
12. Tell no man 26. Trodden of Gentiles
13. Let me alone 27. Enter chambers
14. I will not eat 28. Why sit we here
All be fulnIled Harvest
Beards be grown Have slain Paul
Break of day He come whose right
Brother's fury turn I bid you shout
Child be weaned I bring thee word
Come out nostrils I come
David exceeded I dig about it
Denied thrice I have told my errand
Done speaking Indignation overpass
Drink it new Jerusalem taken
Flood came Land enjoy sabbaths
Fulness of Gentiles Lord come
Gentile times fulfilled Make enemies footstool

29. Not one jot pass
30. Tarry at Jericho
31. Words are sealed
32. Give me a pledge
33. Tarry at Ephesus
34. Get to mountain
35. Give Him no rest
36. In court of prison
37. Judah to Babylon
38 . Sweat of thy face
39. Hannah not go up
40. Blindness to Israel

Make Jerusalem praise
Ninth hour
Pentecost
Pursuers return
Return to ground
Seal servants of God
Seed come
Son of Man risen
Sun behot
Swallow spittle
Thou send it
Time of end
Times of restitution
We die
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