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Ecclesial News 
CANTON, Ohio 
Bro. Harry T. Phillips, 116 Poplar Ave. N.W., Canton, OH 44708, (330)268-5669 

Dear Brethren and Sisters, Greetings in our Master’s name, 

It is with sadness that we have had to say goodbye to our Brother 
Beryl and Sister Becky Snyder as they have moved to Lampasas, TX. 
We commend our Brother and Sister to the Lampasas, Ecclesia and 
pray this will be a fruitful and joyful move for them. This leaves us 
with just three members in Canton, Bro. Jerry Edwards, my Sister-wife 
Phyllis and myself.  

We have had visits from Bro. Jim and Sis. Kathy Sommerville, and 
Bro. Doug and Sis. Shirley Luard, and look forward to visits from any 
who would be able to visit our area. 

With Love in the Truth on behalf of the Canton, Ohio ecclesia, 
Bro. Harry T. Phillips 

Ecclesial Correspondence 
Dear Brethren and Sisters of the Berean Christadelphian Fellowship, 

It is with overwhelming sorrow that some of the ecclesial world 
have chosen to forsake the assembly of themselves together around the 
table of the Lord, with those of like precious faith, and are breaking 
bread on their own over issues that for 170 years have never been 
considered essential first principles necessary for salvation. These 
issues we refer to, as to my knowledge, have never been asked of a 
candidate for baptism, or in an interview for admission or re-admission 
into fellowship.  We pray they will reconsider their decision and return 
to the fold.  

We write this in the Love and Bonds of the Truth; Bonds which 
should not be taken lightly or broken without just cause.   

Your Brother and Sister,  
Harry and Phyllis Phillips 
 
Kenya Gathering 

The Gathering took place from Friday, 13th to Sunday 16th  April, 
2017. 

On Saturday,  April 14th,  2017 there was some kind of conflict of 
interests as that was the day the daughter of Bro. Moses Makokha and 
Sis. Gladys Lusaria, Amanda was being buried at their home in 
Kamukuywa. This girl was 19 years old. Burial plans went on as 
planned simultaneously.  

The meeting at Kimukung’i went on as scheduled starting with 
Daily Readings;  bro Evans Walunywa handled  - “Distance and 
Fellowship” by proxy. Bro. Evans was in attendance at Kamukuywa 
with brethren Ambrose and John of Namanjalala ecclesia, Kitale. 
Others who attended the funeral apart from the members of Nakalira 
ecclesia were Bre. Humphreys Budedu Odaba (Odiado ecclesia ), John 
and Caro Wafula  (Mayanja ecclesia ) and Epa of Kimukung’i.   
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Bro. Shadrack Nakholi who was to give a talk on “The Gospel and 
the Restoration of Jewish Nationality” was involved in an accident the 
day people were expected to report at Kimukung’i. He had indicated he 
would be at the venue on Friday, April 14th. This was a road accident 
involving a vehicle he was travelling in from Kiminini on Kitale-
Webuye Road. He ended up being hospitalised at Lugulu Mission 
Hospital. His sister wife, Dalvine and their two kids who were in the 
same vehicle and survived unscathed. 

Bro. Shadrack was visited at the hospital on Friday by brethren 
Humphreys, John, Caro and I. While there, Sister Dalvine Nakholi also 
arrived. We saw Shadrack being taken for x-ray to check if he had any 
broken limbs seeing that he had deep cuts on both lower limbs and 
arms. 

We then left for Nakalira, Kamukuywa for the funeral. As stated 
earlier,  those from Namanjalala were there.  Also present were those 
from Kabusasi: brethren Stephen,  Paul and Everlyne Juma, David and 
Sister Judith Nyongesa, Sister Caroline among others. 

Bro. David Nyongesa of Kabusasi  presided while I gave a talk 
touching on where “Our Dead Relatives Go at Death.” 

After it was all over we left for Lugulu again to see how Bro. 
Shadrack was fairing on. The x-ray observation showed that he had his 
bones intact.  

I went back to Kimukung’i where the Gathering was in place.  

On Saturday,  April 15th 2017, after  the Readings we were taken 
through  “The Law of Moses” by Bro. Evans O Odira. Bro. Evans 
stepped in as Bro. Rodgers Musebe was engaged elsewhere. A lively 
discussion with all present followed remarks by Bro. Evans based on 
the theme: “Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto 
Christ that we might be justified by faith.” 

In the afternoon after a good lunch, we had Bro. John Wafula 
Simiyu as speaker on “The Sabbath.” This also had fertile contributions 
by those present.  

It was concluded that if we are justified by keeping the Law of 
Moses then the work of the Gospel is in vain for us. The Law of Moses 
was good while it lasted because it was pointing forward to Christ. 
When Christ came, there was no need to keep the Law of Moses. Here 
was a prophet like unto Moses “him shall ye hear in all things 
whatsoever he shall say unto you” (Acts 3:22-23). We better take note: 
“And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that 
prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people.” 

We had Baptismal Interview later that evening.  

On Sunday morning, two of Adams descendants shed off Adam’s 
skin by putting on the lambs skin after a good confession of their faith.  
This was a young couple: AMOS BARASA WAFULA and IRENE 
NANJALA WAFULA  (Kabusasi Ecclesia) who are Bro. John 
Wafula’s son and daughter - in - law respectively. After their 
immersion in The River Khalaba, they received the Right Hand of 
Fellowship at the Memorial Service and were joined by Sister IRENE 
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AWUOR of Kimukung’i ecclesia who had been immersed earlier but 
had yet to receive the Right Hand of Fellowship. Bro. David Nyongesa 
presided while Bro. Epa gave the exhortation based on the theme of the 
Gathering. 

It was a joyous climax to a profitable Gathering to receive the three 
into our Fellowship.  

The number of those attended was 56. 

It was suggested that we have more Gatherings as Study Days as 
taking a whole year or two before such study Gatherings was killing the 
spirit of the knowledge members had before or immediately after 
baptism. Truth be said, most brethren and sisters study less and less 
after baptism and even if they attend Memorial Services, if they do at 
all, very little is added in terms of spiritual nourishment.  

If the calendar remains the same as in recent years, there will be no 
other Study this year until next April at Kimukung’i and August, 2018 
at Odiado, God willing.  Not good at all for spiritual nurturing of the 
flock waiting for their Master. 

Older brethren and those who heed the Master’s command to preach 
the gospel should do the necessary work.  Paul had this in mind and 
that is why he did what he did while he had his being: “How then shall 
they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they 
believe in him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear 
without a preacher?  

“... How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of 
peace and bring glad tidings of good things! 

“...So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God” (Romans 10:14, 15, 17) 

With much appreciation to those who contributed towards the 
success of this Gathering in any way: be it financially, working, 
attending, participating, speaking,  presiding or prayers, may the good 
Lord bless you mightily. Particular mention goes to an old member of 
the ecclesia who went out of her way to give some cash and maize 
flour. What a show of love for the gospel, and care for brethren and 
friends!  Such sacrifices are immensely appreciated.   

Bro. Epa Wekati  

 

 

 

GATHERINGS & ACTIVITIES 
(To be held Yahweh Willing) 

RICHARD FRATERNAL GATHERING............................June 30–July 3, 2017 

Sis. Christine Jones, RR1, Richard, Sk, S0M2P0, Can. Sc.jones@sasktel.net 1-306-246-4468 
HYE FRATERNAL GATHERING…….….…………….…....…...July 23-30, 2017 

Bro. Mark Braune, 209 Ranger Dr, Buda TX, 78610 512-577-1119, 
markbraune@gmail.com, Study on Ezekiel 25-48 
BOSTON FRATERNAL GATHERING.......................................Oct 28-29, 2017 

Bro. Jim Sommerville, jsommer393@msn.com   

mailto:Sc.jones@sasktel.net
tel:(306)%20246-4468
tel:512-577-1119
mailto:markbraune@gmail.com
mailto:jsommer393@msn.com
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A Living Sacrifice 
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which 

is your reasonable service”— (Romans 12:1). 

We have just read together Romans 12. We would like to consider 

the first eight verses. This is a chapter that is very familiar to us, but 

should be much more familiar than it is. Like many other chapters of 

the Bible, it contains the simple but profound way of life—the only 

way of life—the simple choice between eternal joy and eternal 

oblivion.  

It is so easy to be in the Truth all our lives and never really know 

what it’s all about; to continue to the end a creature of the flesh, never 

to face up to the simple but vital call to total devotion and total 

service—the only possible way of life.  

Paul begins: “I beseech you. . .”  

Let us not be misled by the gentle tone of entreaty and persuasion. 

The commandments of God take many forms, but they all are, none the 

less, life and death commandments. The entreaty is not to soften the 

command or lessen its seriousness, but to intensify it — to give it 

incentive, and motive, and power.  

“I beseech you, therefore. . .”  

The “therefore” points us back to what he has just said. The first 

eleven chapters of Romans lay out God’s marvellous purpose of 

redeeming a few of the wise out of mankind and finally cleansing the 

world from the corruption of sorrow and sin. It concluded with the 

2500-year tragedy of Israel, because they could not or would not 

perceive this simple way of life laid out before them.  

The nation will at last be purified and saved, but how many millions 

of individuals in it have of their own free choice unnecessarily 

perished?  

“By the mercies of God. . .”, he continues.  

The mercies of God are in the aggregate the great plan of 

redemption that His love and wisdom has devised for fallen man, 

manifested in the life and death of His beloved son. What a tremendous 

manifestation of mercy and love it is! But how few — how pitifully 

few — are going in return to do their tiny little bit that is asked to show 

their reciprocation of that love. And what is the comparatively 

insignificant response that is asked? So small in comparison that we 

would be ashamed to even offer it, if it were not for confidence in the 

compassion and love and understanding of God.  
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“That ye present your bodies a living sacrifice” — that’s all he asks   

“holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.”  

To do any less—to even want to do any less—to be satisfied with 

doing any less, is to manifest that we are made of wood, like all the rest 

of the dead, wooden world around us that are not living creatures at all 

in any true, meaningful sense.  

“Present your bodies.”  

That is all we have to give. Our bodies are important. Care of the 

body is important — a part of our divine service, like care of the 

valuable machine of an employer entrusted to us for his due. Abuse or 

neglect of the body in any way is criminal. It is the property of God, 

held in trust. Misuse of it is criminal, that is, for purposes other than the 

purpose of God.  

Of course, when God’s wisdom requires it, the body must be 

sacrificed clearly to abuse and destruction, as in the cases of Christ and 

of Paul and many other faithful. But any corruption or pollution or 

personal abuse or misuse or indulgence of the body is unfaithful 

stewardship and service to the flesh.  

“A living sacrifice” 

— the language Paul has used is from the beautiful law of Moses, 

and we can learn much from that law of what God requires of us. Israel 

never did learn the lessons and teachings of their law. They just went 

through the motions, and how dreadfully, tragically easy it is today to 

do that.  

The sacrifices of the law had to be, first, the very best. They had to 

be without blemish. They had to be what God designated as a clean 

animal, of certain required characteristics. The principal one was that 

they must chew the cud. They must chew the cud. They must represent 

those that feed deeply upon the Word, and then ruminate and meditate 

continually upon it.  

The sacrifices must be offered with oil, that is, with enlightenment, 

understandingly; and with wine — joy and gladness — not a burden; 

and with salt, cured with sobriety, and speech that is always sound and 

grave. The life’s blood had to be totally poured out unto God upon and 

under the Christ altar.  

It was all God’s, for His purpose exclusively, and that vital fact had 

to be clearly recognized. And the fat was all God’s. The fat stood for 

that which was precious and best — the richness. No Israelite could 

ever eat fat upon the pain of death. That is self-indulgence, 

appropriating to our own use and pleasure that which is God’s alone.  

“Present your body a living sacrifice” 
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— a living sacrifice. The shadowy sacrifices of the law were 

necessarily dead. In fact the very word translated “sacrifice”, both in 

the Old Testament and in the New, means literally a slaying, a putting 

to death. So here we are told there must be a living putting to death of 

the flesh, of all that is natural and animal.  

Paul goes on to say that it must be holy, a holy sacrifice. Holiness is 

purity, and dedication, and separation — a total setting apart for a 

divine purpose.  

In the Scriptures a very dark line is drawn between that which is 

holy and that which is profane. It is death to mix them. We cannot be 

part one and part the other. Once we have made the choice of holiness 

and life, the natural and the profane must be totally put away. This 

body is dedicated to holiness.  

If any do not want holiness, do not desire to strive for the beauty of 

holiness, far better they depart from the body. If they want to fulfil the 

various corruptions of the world (putting off one husband, putting on 

another — all those various things) better they don’t trouble and grieve 

the body.  

He further says it must be “acceptable to God.” It is very possible to 

offer a service that is not acceptable to God, even though it be very 

devoted and energetic. To be acceptable to God, it must be just what He 

requires, and in the manner and spirit that He requires. And it must not 

be marred with aspects and characteristics in our life that are out of 

harmony with what He requires. For this, constant study of the Word 

and prayer for guidance are necessary.  

“Which is,” Paul continues, “which is your reasonable service.” 

There have been many attempts to translate this word differently. 

But after all the efforts, “reasonable” seems to express it best—

according to reason. A total, holy, living sacrifice is our reasonable 

service—our logical, sensible, intelligent service. In the light of two 

things: what God and Christ have done for us, and what God and Christ 

have promised to us, anything short of a holy, total, full time service is 

not only unreasonable, it is blind, stupid, suicidal.  

If we really want to be part of this glorious eternal divine enterprise, 

then all the toys and the games and the rubbish and the foolishness 

must go. They’re all fine for babies. But we must grow up to be useful 

and sensible adults. And we’ll never, never grow up spiritually, if we’re 

in the Truth a million years, unless we give our total hearts, and minds, 

and energies to the word and the service of God. This is what loving 

God with all the heart and all the mind and all the strength and all the 

life really means. Scriptural love is not just a mere emotion. It is a total 

way of life and service.  



                                                                                                      Berean 2017—220 

 

Loving God is infinitely more than just having a pleasant feeling 

about His goodness to us, as we go about our fleshly pursuits. Salving 

the conscience by occasionally expressing appropriate things like 

speaking of His handiwork and so on. It’s far more than that.  

Verse 2 “And be not conformed to this world.”  

In what way shall we be not conformed to this world? In every way. 

Shall we be different, just for the sake of being different? No. We must 

be different for the sake of being separate, and holy, and spiritual. The 

world is wholly of the flesh. If we are truly God’s holy people, we 

should be anxious not to conform to the world—to its fashion, its 

customs, its festivals, its general activity.  

Conformity is an unthinking herd instinct. It betrays a small mind, a 

lack of maturity and intelligence, a lack of the ability to strike an 

independent course, and to act according to schooled wisdom, instead 

of mindless custom and copying.  

“But be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind.” 

This word transformed is, in English, “metamorphosed’’. The term 

applies to such changes in nature as that from a grub to a butterfly. It is 

used in only two other places. One is that very beautiful and significant 

verse in 2 Corinthians 3:18— 

 “We all with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror, the glory of 

the Lord, are changed (Now are we? Are we being changed — 

“metamorphosed”) into the same image, (that necessary image of 

Christ — how is it coming along?) from glory to glory, even as by the 

spirit of the Lord.”  

That is what Paul is talking about. If we are truly in this way of life, 

this is what is happening to us, obviously and apparently. We are 

steadily being changed, by study and meditation and prayer from one 

degree of glory to another, ever more and more like Christ.  

The other instance of the use of this word is the transfiguration. 

Christ was transfigured (metamorphosed) before them. They saw him 

manifested in the glory of immortal divinity, even as he now is 

eternally.  

“By the renewing of your mind. . .” 

Renewing is the proper translation, but we may get the wrong 

impression from it. For renewing usually means restoring to an original 

condition. But here it means to create an entirely new condition—

something in us that has never before existed. To create a new man of 

the spirit—new interests, new motives, a complete new character.  

“That ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, 

will of God.” 
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This is what we have to prove or manifest to the world — the good, 

the acceptable, and perfect will of God. The word “prove” means to test 

by experience, to discern by doing. We can only learn the will of God 

by doing it. No one can merely learn it theoretically. It is only those 

who obey, that understand it.  

Verse 3: “For I say. . .” 

The “for” again, makes a connection with what he has just said. For 

the caution in this verse is against deluding ourselves that we are on the 

path of life, if we are not doing what he has just said we must do: give 

our bodies a living sacrifice. We must, he says here, “think soberly.”  

Now most people do not think at all — in any true sense. Thinking 

is about the hardest work that there is, that is, deliberate, controlled 

thinking along a line contrary to the natural, animal bent of the mind 

and interest. Only intense love and zeal can keep us at it, and then it 

becomes joy.  

“Think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man (and we 

emphasize the every) the measure of faith.”  

What is the measure of faith that God has dealt to every man — and, 

of course, woman — sisters? It is clear from what he says in verses 4-8 

that he is speaking of the capabilities that God gives each and the work 

he assigns to each one in the body — each one. How do we know what 

work He has assigned to us?  

If we diligently prepare and develop ourselves in the word and in 

the mind of Christ, as Paul has outlined above, we shall find that the 

work will come in abundance. There will be no problem about that. 

There is always a vast mountain of work to be done for the Truth, for 

those who have eyes to see and hearts to desire—desire to serve.  

Now Paul goes on to the practical application of this living sacrifice. 

Verses 4 and 5:  

“For as we have many members in one body (think about the human 

body), and all members have not the same office: so we, being many, 

are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.”  

This analogy of the human body to the body of Christ teaches us 

many things. First, all are different. The human body has a vast variety 

of different functions, internal and external—almost inconceivable. 

And all are needed. So we, every one, have an essential place to fill. 

And if any one member shirks their place that they must fill—their 

duty, the body is burdened and handicapped. If enough do it, it dies. It 

can’t be healthy.  

Second, all are interdependent. All usually need each other. We 

each need, and we each are needed. Some say they prefer isolation. 
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They do not understand the beauty of the Truth. For a faithful member 

there is no such thing as isolation—it’s impossible.  

Our physical circumstances may separate us. But if we are not 

actively and totally at one with the body, in continuous communication, 

giving and receiving to the fullest extent of our abilities and 

opportunities, we are not a living sacrifice—we are not even part of the 

body.  

Third, all have a work to do. There is no room in the body for 

drones or parasites. We may be, physically, so immobilized that 

thinking about the body and praying about the body is the limit of our 

capabilities. But that does not excuse us from faithfully fulfilling what 

we can do—our limit.  

The flesh is naturally lazy, and selfish, and self-centered. Listen to 

Paul. It must be peaceably fought. This is the good fight of faith, and 

only the fighters are the victors.  

The work falls into two general categories: the ministry of the word 

and the practical ministry of the many tasks that have to be arranged 

and done. Some are better at one aspect, and some at another. But they 

greatly overlap, and all can be useful in both. Both are absolutely vital 

to the health of the body.  

The lazy tendency of the flesh, the diabolos that we all have, is to 

leave the work to others in both categories. The flesh desires to sit with 

its hands folded and be spoon-fed. Now spoon-feeding is fine, for 

babies. It is natural; it is normal; it is a beautiful manifestation of 

helpless need and loving care. But spoon-feeding for adults is a sad 

tragedy of retardation.  

It has been announced for a year exactly what chapters we would 

read and consider in our classes this week. How many have diligently 

and prayerfully studied those chapters so as to be able to benefit 

themselves and others? We will not ask for a show of hands.  

To what extent do we comprehend a living sacrifice? And then there 

is the practical side of the work of the body. The tendency of the 

diabolos within us is to lazily, selfishly leave it to others. Which one is 

winning the battle within us—the diabolos or the spirit? When 

volunteers are called for to help with the work, there should be an eager 

deluge of response. This is the infinite privilege of serving Christ, so 

that he may welcome us when he returns. It’s reciprocal.  

“When saw we thee hungry and did not feed thee?”  

It should never be necessary to call for volunteers more than once. 

Cleaning the restrooms is equally important with giving the lectures. 

Both are necessary parts of the work of the body. To what extent do we 
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comprehend a living sacrifice? Or, are we just drifting along to disaster 

in our selfish little dreamboat?  

Fourth, the work of each as healthy living parts of the glorious body 

of Christ is a full time work. Where would the human body be—how 

long would it even endure, if the various parts decided they would only 

work part time—just as it appealed to their fancy?  

A living sacrifice is not a part time thing — a hobby, an amusement, 

as we see fit. The Truth is not a spectator sport. It is all or nothing. The 

time available to us at best is so terribly brief, but it is enough if every 

minute is wisely and faithfully used.  

In verses 8 and 9, he speaks of a different aspect of the works of the 

body. There are seven: prophecy, ministry, teaching, exhorting, giving, 

ruling, and showing mercy. Now was he speaking just of the first 

century gifts of the spirit, or the general gifts and talents of all for all 

time? And is he speaking just of the official ecclesial functions, or of 

the duties and privileges of all as essential members of the one body?  

Surely, we must take the larger view in both cases. To restrict them 

to the spirit gifts is to rob them of any meaning and value for ourselves. 

Paul is speaking broadly of the essential living sacrifice that all—all 

must make who have any hope of life. And if we restrict them to the 

official ecclesial functions, we sow the fatal seeds of ecclesiasticism 

and the fleshly separation of clergy and laity.  

These instructions are for all. The duties are for all. The glorious 

privilege of total, joyful labor and service is for all. And the final, 

unspeakable, eternal reward is for all who discern and follow the 

narrow path of total dedication that leads to that reward—the living 

sacrifice. Paul lists seven. They clearly encompass all the activities of 

the life of service and holiness that God requires.  

And we note that each one is qualified as to how it is to be done. 

There must not only be a doing, but it must be in the right way and to 

the right extent.  

The first one, prophecy. This simply, and in essence, is speaking for 

the Word, proclaiming the Truth. It is a duty for all. Let him that 

heareth, say come. It takes many forms—public and private, oral and 

written. The conception of foretelling the future is but a minor and 

secondary meaning of the word prophecy.  

The qualification: “Let us prophesy according to the proportion of 

faith.” This is the measure of faith of verse 3 — the ability, 

opportunity, and capacity for active manifestation of faith that each is 

given. Faith lives only by work. We all have far more capacity than we 

ever use. Some day we shall have to give an account.  
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Second, ministry. The original is “diakonia”, from which we get 

deacon. This is the practical end—all the actual work and labour that 

must be done to enable the body to function usefully and 

constructively. Much of it is in the background and unseen—the meals 

and buildings, the supplies and arrangements. This gathering could not 

function effectively without a tremendous amount of this work by 

somebody.  

Note that this is put second, right after prophesying and before 

teaching and exhorting. Now these different aspects of the work of the 

body are not necessarily put in strict order of importance. But certainly 

it is significant that the practical labour is high on the list.  

Third, teaching. That is, explaining and instructing—the next step 

beyond prophesying or proclaiming. Certainly there is much 

overlapping. These are not strict, water-tight compartments. But Paul is 

outlining the general range of the work of the body, and emphasizing 

that God in His wisdom has made some members more capable of one 

thing and some of another, to enforce the mutual interdependence.  

It is very good for the unity of the body, when we find and freely 

recognize that others can do certain things much better than we can. 

However, we must be sure, very sure, that the difference is not just a 

matter of greater effort, greater zeal, greater self-discipline on the part 

of the one who appears to excel. All too often, this is the case. We 

never use a fraction of our capabilities. We lazily attribute more 

inspiration, when it is really just a matter of more perspiration.  

Fourth, exhortation. There seems rather a fine line between teaching 

and exhortation, because each should contain a measure of the other. 

Teaching is sterile without exhortation. And exhortation is shallow and 

weak without teaching. But Paul does mention them separately, for 

they are two aspects of the work.  

Exhortation is an important aspect of the mutual work of the body, 

within and upon itself. The word is “parakaleo”, which is the verb that 

corresponds to the noun “parakletos.” We’re familiar with that. It’s 

usually translated “comforter.” It is the term Christ used for the Holy 

Spirit which he would send to guide the Apostles. Literally, it means to 

call to one’s side: parakaleo, or to call near.  

Now literal derivations are not always particularly helpful. But in 

this case, it is good; it is essential to bear in mind that the word means 

to call near, to call to one’s side.  

We mention this, because if this is not the intention and result, to 

cause a closeness, to close a gap, to draw both understanding and 

affection close together, it has not fulfilled the true function of 

scriptural exhortation. Its meaning is not limited simply to comfort.  
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It also means to warn, beseech, guide, exhort, to induce to take a 

certain course of action by a line of reason. And it is not limited to the 

platform. We are instructed to exhort one another daily. That is, we are 

to constantly warn, beseech, and guide one another.  

Now it would be obvious that this is a potentially dangerous 

instrument. Unskillfully used, it can degenerate into mere harping and 

criticism, and can result in resentment and estrangement. Therefore, it 

must always be tested by its root meaning of causing to draw near.  

If an exhortation is not sincerely intended and designed to cause a 

greater closeness, a drawing together between speaker and hearer, both 

of understanding and agreement on the one side and also of mutual 

communion and love on the other, or if, though so intended, it does not 

have that result, but the very opposite result, then it is a spiritual failure. 

And worse than a failure, it is not a true, effective exhortation. It has 

done harm instead of good. It has not drawn together.  

Paul, as he opens this chapter, uses exactly the same word, although 

there it is translated “beseech”. Paul’s exhortation is very strong and 

searching, but it does not cause offence or widen the gap. Because it is 

brotherly, because it is affectionate, because it is obviously according 

to truth and holiness, because he lifts it in reverence to the spiritual 

plain of God’s mercy—God’s glorious mercy—and because it is clearly 

designed to strengthen the bonds of closeness and fellowship.  

“I beseech you, therefore, by the mercies of God that you present 

your bodies a living sacrifice. . . which is your reasonable service.”  

                                                                                —Bro. G.V.Growcott 

 

The Household of Faith in the Latter Days 

This afternoon we have listened with rapt attention as our brethren 
have dealt with two phases of events as they relate to the latter days. 
We were first directed to Israel who became established as a nation at 
Mt. Sinai and who, under the guidance of Moses, received a system of 
religion designed to govern the individual lives of the children of Israel 
and eventually to lead them to Christ. 

The latter days of Israel’s commonwealth heralded the arrival of the 
Messiah, but only a remnant had sufficient faith to recognize the days 
in which they lived. Only a remnant had waited and watched for his 
appearing.  

The remainder drew nigh to God with their mouth, and honored 
him with their lips; but their heart was far from him. It is true that they 
worshipped him in their synagogues, but the worship was in vain 
because they taught for doctrines the commandments of men. 
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However, the Gospel, in all its fullness, was preached to Israel; but 
in their blind attachment to Moses and the prophets, they failed to 
observe the fulfillment of the Law in Jesus. Therefore, said Paul, 
“Since you thrust it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal 
life, behold we turn to the Gentiles” (Acts 13:46). Thus the way of 
salvation was opened to the Gentiles. 

And now we find ourselves in the latter days of the Gentiles, and 
our second speaker has assured us that the end of the times of the 
Gentiles is near. 

As Israel clung blindly to the teachings of the Scribes and 
Pharisees, so the Gentiles cling blindly to the teachings of their clergy, 
who also teach for doctrines the commandments of men. 

But, as there was a faithful remnant to welcome Jesus at his first 
appearing, likewise there is a faithful remnant today who are watching 
and waiting for his second appearing. But even though such a remnant 
is waiting, the question of Jesus comes to our minds, “When the Son of 
Man cometh, shall he find the faith on the earth?” 

This remnant is to be found among the people called 
Christadelphians, and if Jesus is to find the faith when he comes, it will 
depend upon the action of that remnant as to whether they are giving 
heed to the warning issued to them by Jesus and the Apostles. 

In his second letter to Timothy, Paul warns him that in the last days 
perilous or trying times shall come. We have always considered what 
follows this statement as relating to nominal Christians by whom we 
are surrounded. But, as we look abroad today upon the household as it 
rests at ease and views the Truth with indifference, I fear that we have 
looked too far. For if we look to ourselves, we will find men and 
women, professors of the Truth, to whom in various degrees some of 
these appellations apply.  

Now please do not misunderstand me. No one is being accused. We 
are speaking only in terms of generality. But you may say, “Even if it is 
true, this is no place to talk in such a manner. We have come here today 
for edification and encouragement. Please do not upset us.” 

But, Brethren and Sisters, is that not one of our great faults? We 
withhold the truth in order to avoid offense. Perhaps we senior brethren 
should accept the responsibility. Our lectures and Bible classes have 
been devoted to doctrinal expositions, with very little attention to the 
moral side of our ways of living. Fearing that we might offend some 
one, our exhortations have been directed also to doctrinal matters and 
many smooth expressions designed to comfort.  

We have failed to observe the lesson of Israel in the days of Isaiah. 
To him they said, “Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us 
smooth things” (Isa. 30:10). But that is not God’s way, for He instructs 
the prophet, “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet and 
show my people their transgression” (Isa. 58:1). 

Oh, that one might come from God in these closing days, and call 
the household together and remind them, as this prophet did Israel that 
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“in the day of their fast they sought and found pleasures and exacted 
things wherewith they grieved others” (Isa. 58:3). 

Well, Brothers and Sisters, we haven’t got an Isaiah in our midst, 
nor have we a Paul, John, or Peter, but we have the Word of God, that 
which we profess to believe and love. Here is Paul’s way, “Have no 
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness but rather reprove 
them … all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light … 
Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, 
and Christ shall give thee light. Look carefully then how you walk, not 
as unwise men, but as wise, making the most of the time, because the 
days are evil” (Eph. 5:11-16). 

We are living in a day of tolerance, a time that is more trying, and 
more difficult for brothers and sisters to combat than a day of 
persecution. 

When Dr. Thomas visited Toronto about 85 years ago [1860’s] and 
spoke in a public hall on Queen St., stones, eggs, and tomatoes were 
thrown by a mob that gathered on the street. But those days are gone 
and we are free to worship God in quietness. The treatment of our 
brethren during the recent war, as evidenced by their deliverance from 
the rulers of this world, is a great contrast to what they had to endure 
about 30 years ago. 

But it is that very tolerance by which we are surrounded that causes 
so many pitfalls to be found in our path. We are encircled on every side 
by the attractions of the world, and by various habits of the people that 
are constantly drawing us aside, and before we realize it, we become 
captives of certain evils and vanities that are not becoming to saints. 
We all know that a character of great humbleness, simplicity, 
faithfulness and obedience is a treasure in the eyes of the Lord, and of 
such He will choose His jewels for the name that He has appointed. 

To attain unto that name our heavenly Father has set a standard 
before us, and the foundation of that standard is, “Come out and be 
separate, and touch not the unclean; and I will receive you and will be 
a Father unto you, and you shall be my sons and daughters, saith the 
Lord” (2 Cor. 6:17-18). 

The application of this standard is set forth by Paul when he said, 
“Examine yourselves to see whether you are holding to your faith. Test 
yourselves. Do you not realize that Jesus Christ is in you, unless indeed 
you fail to meet the test.” 

What are some of the things that are constantly forced upon our 
attention by an unbelieving public, and if practiced by us would draw 
us away from the narrow path that leads to life? We have selected 
seven. Let us examine them briefly, and as we do so, let us keep in 
mind that it is not persons but customs and practices of the world that 
we are considering: 

First, the use of tobacco. This is doubtless the most popular habit of 
all. Look abroad in the earth and observe how degrading and 
degenerate this practice has become. We cannot work or eat without 
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being choked by tobacco smoke. It is offensive to natural health and 
cleanliness, and one to be shunned by saints as utterly inconsistent with 
holiness. 

Even more degrading and degenerate is the common use of 
intoxicating beverages. We are not referring to the bread and wine used 
by Melchisedec nor the use of wine as Paul recommended it to 
Timothy, but the free use of liquor as we see it on every hand today. 
Brothers and sisters will shun these habits as being incompatible with 
our separateness in Christ.  

One of the most popular amusements today among all age groups, 
but especially the young people is that of bowling. Business clubs are 
formed to bring the employees together and all are urged to participate. 
Brothers and sisters in various pursuits are invited to join the clubs. The 
question is sometimes asked, “Is there any harm in it?” We would say, 
No, if it were possible to have the alley exclusively for brothers and 
sisters. But we cannot have that condition. Therefore, if we bowl, we 
must do so in the company of unbelievers, usually in a smoke-filled 
room surrounded by men and women who have no respect for the name 
we bear. 

Another very popular form of amusement is that presented through 
moving pictures, where men, women, and children flock daily to see 
the works of the flesh in various forms. If we are truly laborers in the 
vineyard of the Lord, we will be so busy working out our salvation that 
we will not have any spare time to waste in idol temples. 

The fashion of this world is ever changing, says Paul. That is one 
reason why we should not set our affection upon it. In recent years, the 
style of the worldly woman’s dress has almost bordered on immodesty. 
Mothers attempt to disguise their age by dressing like their daughters. 
Let the men and women of the world dress as they like, but it is 
expected of us that we adorn ourselves modestly and sensibly in seemly 
apparel, not with costly attire but by good deeds as befits men and 
women who profess allegiance to Christ.  

If we apprehend clearly that the motive of our remarks is to keep 
the body up to the godly standard of holiness, then both brothers and 
sisters will resolve to do all in their power to adorn themselves with an 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which in God’s sight is very 
precious. 

Another evil by which we are surrounded is the use of cosmetics, 
which in our day has reached what we might well term a climax. 
Women disfigure themselves in various ways and old women try to 
look like young women through the art of make-believe. Surely our 
heavenly Father would be grieved if his daughters were to adopt such 
unrefined practices. 

The radio [TV Today] is now one of the most popular forms of 
amusement, and may be found in the majority of the homes of brethren 
and sisters. Is there any harm in it? Perhaps not, if it is used wisely. But 
we must all realize that if it interferes with our walk in the Truth and 
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leaves no time for the application of the mind to divine things, then we 
are on the wrong path, and before we realize it we will find ourselves 
lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God. 

 Our habits, or practices, are either godly or ungodly. If they are of 
the type that Jesus would approve, then let us adopt them. If they are 
not of such a character, then let us refrain from them. 

John says that the man who holds the hope of seeing and being like 
Christ, purifieth himself as Christ is pure. That is, he does not live as 
other men do. Such a man begotten by the Truth, and changed by the 
Truth, will love the Truth and all things connected with it. Such a man 
cannot live as the world lives. His love for God, and His Truth, will 
make him stand apart from a system so alien to all he loves, admires, 
and hopes for. 

When our young brethren were claiming exemption from military 
service, we were deeply concerned about their welfare. Should we not 
be just as deeply concerned about exemption from ungodly habits? Let 
us then, one and all, show our young people, as they enter the 
household of faith, that we are not only separated from the world in 
matters of doctrine, but in our habits and practices as well. 

We turn now from the pleasures of this life to the household of 
faith to consider briefly one of the hard problems of life that many 
brethren and sisters have had to face. One that, if not settled in harmony 
with God’s laws, will bring unhappiness and despair into the lives of 
many. This problem is companionship and marriage of believers and 
unbelievers. Many fine brothers and sisters have made shipwreck of 
their faith by disregarding the divine law of marriage “only in the 
Lord.” 

Things recorded in the past were written for the guidance of the 
present, and one of the great lessons comes to us regarding the failure 
of the people of Israel to give heed to the command not to marry out of 
the faith. Faithful brethren and sisters everywhere should “cry aloud” 
for the sake of “Love in Christ” and remind our young people, and 
some not so young, about Paul’s advise when he said, “Do not be 
mismated with unbelievers.” 

It is not some fancy of ours that causes us to speak so earnestly, it is 
our anxiety for the eternal welfare of our people. Let us not forget that 
the Truth is too precious an heritage to be bartered for any 
consideration pertaining to the present evil and fleeting existence. We 
have cried aloud today in an attempt to arouse you to great 
watchfulness, that we may awake to the duty laid upon us by our 
acceptance of the Gospel, that scriptural comprehension of the Truth, 
developing a faith that works by love and purifies the heart in the 
obedience it commands. 

Take heed, or beware, says Paul, lest there be in any of you an evil 
heart of unbelief in departing from the living God. An evil heart of 
unbelief is the natural possession of each one of us, and the evil of 
departing from the living God is the greatest evil we have to face. Let 
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us each carefully examine ourselves under the powerful microscope of 
God’s Word to see if we by humbleness, simplicity of heart and mind, 
by faithfulness and obedience, are possibly, yes possibly, worthy of 
being chosen by Jesus as one of the people for his name. 

Let us then, with all the strength we can muster, endeavor to keep 
his commandments that we may be among those who will have right to 
the tree of life and may enter through the gates into the city. If we do 
that and are wisely busy watching daily at the gates of wisdom, the 
time will seem short. Our minds will be filled with divine things. We 
will have no desire for the literature or the pleasures and friendships of 
the world. Our time will be taken up by attending the various meetings 
where the things of the Kingdom of God and the Name of Jesus are 
given first place. We will be strengthened to wait. We will be prepared 
for the messenger and when he comes and places his hand on our 
shoulder and announces that the Lord is here, we will be found in a 
position of confidence. Brethren and Sisters, we cannot escape if we 
neglect so great a salvation.                            —Bro. George Gibson 

 

Meditations—Deity’s Ways No. 95 
IN Christ’s parable of the Sower, where do you, my brother, and 

where do I come in? Are we amongst the “wayside,” the “stony,” the 
“thorny,” or the “good ground” hearers? This question is one which, in 
the final sense, God alone can answer, for He only knows our future. 
But shall our inability to answer discourage us? Why should it? If our 
salvation were a matter of fate, there might be ground for uneasiness, 
but the case is not so. God has made the choice of life or death our 
own. He has, in His wonderful providence, sown the seed in our hearts, 
and He looks for “fruit.” If fruit is forthcoming, and continues to be, all 
will be well. The seed which fell on good ground, said Christ, are “they 
which, in an honest and good heart, having heard the word keep it, and 
bring forth fruit with patience” (Luke 8:15). Are you, and am I, my 
brother, fruit bearing? We shall be if we do not shirk the toilsome and 
oft-times unpleasant digging and weeding work which profitable 
husbandry entails (2 Cor. 10:5; Ephes. 4:22–24). At our immersion, 
things were all right—are they still all right? To find out, let each 
follow himself about, and, so to speak, quietly watch his ways and 
doings. Are we as particular as we were about the company we keep—
the books we read—the habits we form—the thoughts we foster? Is our 
love for the truth as great? Is our concern for its welfare as serious and 
intense? Let us remember that no “fruit,” no salvation. 

Our duty is to go on and not to rest content with the amount of 
knowledge possessed at baptism. All Scripture has been given for our 
learning, not merely the few texts which opened our eyes to the first 
principles. Quite as essential is it to pursue our Scripture studies after 
baptism as before. In no other way can we possibly obtain the 
necessary strength to overcome the many and varied faith-testing 
experiences of our probation. Whether we recognise it or not, brethren, 
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it is only a growing familiarity with the prophecy, history, and general 
teaching contained in the books of God’s library, that will enable us to 
stave off our native unbelief, and acquire courage and wisdom enough 
to keep at a distance “Mr. Badlaugh,” “Mr. Lover - of - the - present 
world,” and “Mr. Sin-within,” with their unsound reasonings, attractive 
invitations, and criminal suggestions. Is proof wanted in regard to this? 
Then a look at yonder brethren will supply it, brethren who, as we 
know, grew negligent of the divinely-appointed means of securing 
knowledge, became careless in their daily readings, indifferent to the 
upbuilding meetings, hypercritical and scornful over the works of Dr. 
Thomas and brother Roberts, and leant more and more to the ways of 
the world. Let us look at these brethren, we say, not with the view of 
judging them, but of profiting by their “fruits” (Matt. 7:20). Are we 
“going on”? Yes, if we have willed it so, but not if we are treading the 
path of the lax ones, or hoping that by mere association with the 
brethren, apart from earnest personal study, things will be all right. 

Sisters can play an important part in the work of the truth—in the 
making and unmaking of an ecclesia. Let sisters recognise their power, 
and use it faithfully. How much sadder and harder would Christ’s life 
have been if women had not used their brains, wisely and kindly. The 
same remark applies to Paul. What grateful allusions to sisters are 
contained in the apostle’s writings—Priscilla, “my helper”; Mary, “who 
bestowed much labour on us”; Phœbe, “a succourer of many.” Yes, a 
woman’s influence is great both for good and evil. It always has been 
so. It was a woman who led Adam into sin, and a woman who kept 
David from it (I Sam. 25:32, 33). A woman stiffened the back of Barak, 
and helped in the matter of Israel’s deliverance (Judges 4. and 5.), and a 
woman assisted to make poor Elijah’s life unhappy, and bring God’s 
nation to ruin (I Kings 16., etc.). Let sisters appreciate their God-given 
power and use it lawfully—not to lead man into wrong-doing, or to 
bolster him up in it, but to strengthen him in resisting it, which can 
invariably be done by a little gentle, loving, commonsense talk. Let 
sisters remember that their responsibility is commensurate with their 
ability. Let them think, as a warning, of the outcome of Eve’s folly 
(Gen. 3:16; 1 Tim. 2:14, 15), and of Jezebel’s wickedness and its 
sequel (2 Kings 9:36, 37); and, as an encouragement, the 
commendation ascribed in the Scriptures to Deborah and Abigail. 

However useful it may be for us to know the language in which the 
Scriptures were originally written, the knowledge is not essential to 
salvation. Through the kind providence of God we have the authorised 
and revised versions, and these are all sufficient to lead us and keep us 
in the way of life. Let those of us who are disposed to spend much of 
our little leisure in trying to master Hebrew and Greek remember that 
the world is perishing, not from ignorance concerning matters which an 
acquaintance with these languages on our part could disclose, but from 
ignorance of simple truths which the popular versions clearly reveal. 
With all the study we could give to Hebrew and Greek, how far could 
we get? We could never become authorities—we should always have to 
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fall back on the word of others. Our mission is to preach the gospel to 
the poor, and this calls for no particular linguistic achievements. The 
less we parade our knowledge (or the lack of it) of Hebrew and Greek, 
the more modest our pretensions in the way of learning; and the closer 
we keep to the telling and simple wording of King James’ translation, 
the more pleasing and effective will our service be. 

“I feel that a great division is approaching,” said brother Roberts 
many years since. When he was asked, Over what? His answer was, 
“The commandments of Christ.” Our brother had noticed in various 
influential quarters a growing disposition to set these commandments at 
naught, and he felt that the time was nearing when it would be 
necessary for right-minded brethren to put their foot down and refuse to 
be compromised. Brother Roberts was mistaken, not as to the division, 
for that came right enough, but as to the ostensible cause of it. The 
division took place, but over another matter altogether—over a 
question of doctrine. It is here where the lesson lies. It was first un-
Christlike walk, then increasing unfriendliness towards those who 
dutifully reproved and rebuked, then a siding with heresy, or those who 
promulgated it, then separation—a clear out. Now the working of all 
this is very easy to fathom. “Do you mean to say,” says someone, “that 
all who leave us are loose in their conduct?” No, but that those who are 
loose do, sooner or later, leave the brotherhood, and, as a rule, under 
the pretext of having to differ conscientiously from the brethren in 
doctrine.                                                       —Bro. A.T. Jannaway  1911 

 
Thoughts  Gleaned By The Way 

By a Wayfarer 

“How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation?” 

One of the most common delusions of the natural mind is the 
thought that God will accept almost any excuse for lack of efficient, 
energetic and diligent service to Him. Excuses which everyone knows 
would not be acceptable to one’s friends, associates or employers are 
considered perfectly good excuses for failure to attend the worship, or 
perform the service of the Lord. 

Yet, strange as it may seem, there is nothing more clearly taught in 
the Scriptures than the fact that neglect of God’s word, or failure to 
perform diligently allows of no excuse. That ALL was the requirement 
was clear from the beginning. 

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with ALL thy heart, and with 
ALL thy soul, and with ALL thy mind, and with ALL thy strength: this 
is the first commandment.” 

“My son, give Me thine heart...Blessed are they that seek Him with 
the whole heart.” 

“I will keep thy precepts with my whole heart.”  

“I will praise Thee with my whole heart.”  

“Trust in the Lord with ALL thine heart.” 
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“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with ALL thy might.” 

This is the character of service we must render to God. 

*** 

It is written in Romans 15:4 that - 

“Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our 

learning.” 

  These few, simple words reveal to us a vast field of thought which 

can be a , guiding light to us in our endeavors to shape our lives and 

character to the Divine pattern. 

  Even what might appear to many as a dull and uninteresting recital 

of things and people so far removed from our time, or not to apply to. 

us at all, become vital, meaningful words of life to us upon whom the 

end of the ages have come. Especially so when we realize that these 

things are the inspired words of God; that they contain.principles which 

have stood the test of the ages: principles which make foolishness the 

wisdom of men, make wise the simple, and build characters which will 

endure for eternity. 

  In Deut. 22:9 we read of how the children of Israel were 

commanded not to sow their fields or vineyards with divers kinds of 

seed; of how they were not to plow with an ox and an ass together, and 

were not to wear a garment of divers sorts of cloth. 

  These are some of the things that appear as foolishness to the old 

man of the flesh. It appears as nothing more than an arbitrary and 

unnecessary rule of action to those who judge only after the flesh and 

have no spiritual understanding. 

  The inspired Apostle said that these things “written aforetime were 

'written for our learning.” And what do we learn from this interdiction 

placed upon the children of Israel? We learn of the law of separation: 

separation from every form of evil, everything contrary to the 

principles of righteousness which we are commanded to keep. 

  The farmer who sowed his fields with all kinds of seed soon had 

his field so poisoned with other plants that the good seed was not able 

to flourish and bring forth fruit. In like manner, if we permit the truth, 

“the good-.seed of the Kingdom,” to be mixed with error we rob it of 

all power to save, render it incapable of bringing forth fruit unto Eternal 

life. 

  The teamster who attempted to work an ox and an ass together got 

himself into all kinds of difficulties and performed very poor service 

because of the incompatibility of the two diverse animals. The ox was a 
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clean animal, the ass an unclean beast. Just so, those who have purified 

themselves in obeying the truth must not allow themselves to be 

“unequally yoked together with unbelievers;” they must not allow 

themselves to become associated together with anyone or anything that 

is incompatible and contrary to divine principles. 

  In the matter of a garment made with different kinds of materials, 

we are being taught in type that our character, our righteousness, cannot 

be a mixed kind of righteousness. Clothing in the Scripture is often 

used to represent character. Just as the Israelite must make all his 

clothing out of one kind of material, so our character must be woven of 

divine principles and nothing else. Our spiritual garments cannot be a 

mixture of threads of truth together with threads spun by the loom built 

out of “the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.” 

  Yes, there are many, many treasures of learning hidden in that 

deathless volume called the Word of God, and foolish indeed is he who 

fails to search and to learn and to profit thereby. 

*** 

 “Like sheep they are laid in the grave.” 

The Creator gave animals the intelligence and the ability to fulfill 
their natural desires. He provided them with all the necessities of 
fulfilling the purpose that He had in mind when He made them. 

“That Thou givest them they gather; Thou openest Thy hand, they 
are filled with good.” 

If human beings do nothing more (and that is the common 
tendency), then man deserves no more consideration, no higher destiny, 
than the beast which he imitates. 

God gave man a higher form of intelligence and the possibility of a 
higher destiny. If man persists in following the way of the beasts, he 
will reap no higher reward than the beast. 

*** 
“The young man said unto him, All these things have I kept from my 

youth up; what lack I yet?” 

Every skilled artisan who is devoted to his work is never satisfied 
until he has done everything possible to bring that work to a state of 
perfection. No labor or sacrifice is too-great if necessary to accomplish 
that purpose. 

The same is true of all those who are earnestly seeking divine 
perfection. 

“What lack I yet?” 

This is the inquiry constantly uppermost in their minds. But too 
often sufficient faith and determination is not present to supply what is 
lacking when is made apparent. This was the case with the young man 
who asked Jesus the question. He was willing to supply the lack if it 
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did not entail the sacrifice of the thing dearest to his heart - his riches. 
How often may we be placed in the same question! 

*** 
“If ye forgive not men their trespasses; neither will your Father 

forgive your trespasses”  (Matt. 6:15). 

“And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Eph. 4:32). 

In these two passages we see two aspects of the same divine 
principles regarding forgiveness. The words of the Saviour express the 
legal aspect in which forgiveness is extended only to those who have 
forgiven. The words of Paul deal with the gracious aspect; in which the 
moral obligation of the forgiven one is made clear. 

We are forgiven for Christ’s sake, not because we deserve 
forgiveness; therefore we owe a great debt to Christ for the love he 
extended toward us when he died for us, thus opening the way for the 
forgiveness of all our trespasses. Forgiving the few little trespasses 
against us is a light thing compared to what Christ has done for us. 

*** 

“The world passeth away, and the lust thereof, but he that doeth the 
will of God abideth forever” (1 John 2:17). 

The multitude of teeming humanity, made up of many races, 
nationalities and kinds of people which is referred to in the Scriptures 
as “the world,” is striving toward one common goal - the gratification 
of their desires, whatever their particular desires may be. To attain 
these desires, some of them which, ondd the surface, may appear to be 
very laudable, the average person gives his all - his time, his energy and 
his talents - and pursues these objectives with a zeal and energy which 
would indicate that such objectives are of priceless value and worth, 
whatever price one has to pay. 

But how sadly disappointing it all is in the long run, even from a 
purely temporal standpoint. How temporary and transient is the little 
pleasure, wealth, worldly honor, pleasure ar power which his labor 
brings, .once it has been attained! How often does his striving bring 
disappointment and sorrow, instead of the joy anticipated! 

And then, whatever the fleeting pleasures, allowed with trouble and 
woe, might be, it can only, at the best, be enjoyed for a little while; then 
gone forever. 

“But he that doeth the will of God abideth forever.”  

He gives to temporal things their proper place, which is 
subordination to Divine things. He looks not at the things which are 
temporal, in the sense of centering his affections upon them - the 
passing things which seem so great to the average person. He abideth 
forever because his life is stayed on those things which are eternal, 
while those who trust in perishing things will perish with them. 

“They that trust in the Lord shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot 
be removed, but abideth forever” (Psalm 125:1). 
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*** 

“...meet for the Master’s use” (2 Tim. 2:20). 

The word “meet” as used in this scriptural passage refers to 
something very useful and suitable for a certain purpose. In a home 
there are many vessels used for various purposes, but occasionally there 
is a vessel for which the householder finds. no use, and it is discarded.  

The apostle Paul uses this illustration and applies it to the principle 
that we are like vessels in the Lord’s “house.” Some of these vessels 
are to honor, and some to dishonor. It all depends on whether we are of 
any use to the Master. Let us take stock of ourselves. Do we serve any 
good purpose in the work of the Truth? Do we glorify God by shining 
as lights in the world Are we workers together with God? Is there any 
indication that we would be to the glory of God in. the age to come? 
Are we vessels meet for His use?                          —Bro. O. Beauchamp 

 

Forming a Character 
“So walk ye in him, rooted and built up in him” —Colossians 2:6-7 

PAUL’S advice to the Colossian brethren (and also to us) is to 

“walk IN Christ,” after once receiving him. This is not an easy task, 

and the only way it is possible is by developing a character like his. 

Now it has been said that in this country we mass produce almost 

everything but character; yet from the divine standpoint the 

development of character is one of the most essential and important 

things to occupy ourselves with, in our everyday lives. 

The majority of men feel that the most important thing to occupy 

ourselves in is our external way of life—the way we obtain a living. 

This is because of the mistaken idea that we were put here on earth for 

that reason, and that such things are all the essential things of life. But 

food, shelter and clothing are only a means to an end that we may 

continue in life for a few short years to “work out our salvation.” 

When we speak of character (that is, one that is approved of God), it 

is something quite different from the ordinary disposition and attitude 

of men. 

It is generally felt that an earnest believer’s character, which is quite 

different from the general run of men, is odd, peculiar, or even 

unsociable. 

Yet, in being different from the godless mass of mankind, the very 

essence of character is shown. The greatest characters of the past have 

been those who were not afraid to be different, and it is these who have 

contributed more to society and to mankind than to the millions who 

compose the common undistinguished run of humanity. 
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The main reason for our existence is for God’s pleasure (Rev. 4:11), 

and the only way God can receive pleasure from men is if they practice 

godliness. 

The general class of men do not give God gratification, therefore 

they will not be worthy of eternal life in the age to come, or even 

deserving of life at the present. Threescore and ten years is plenty of 

time to “do the will of the Gentiles.” 

EVERY death brings to our memory Paul’s words— 

“For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die (Rom. 8:13). (Truly we all 

die, whether we “live after the flesh” or not, but for those who so live, 

death is their final, eternal condition, and every death forcibly reminds 

us of this). 

Nearly all mankind today are “living after the flesh.” Only the few 

exceptions are different. Paul gives the reason for their difference in 

Rm. 8:12— 

“Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after 

the flesh.” 

A debtor is one that owes something to someone. Those who are in 

Christ owe to God a great debt of gratitude, which can only be 

expressed by a loving and devoted obedience to His will. This will 

develop a character suitable for Christ’s approval. This is “Faith that 

worketh by Love.” We must develop this character NOW, so it will be 

perfected in the life to come. 

It is of great importance that we develop (with God’s help, of 

course) a God-pleasing character in this life, by overcoming, and 

“mortifying” the flesh. 

If we do not, there will be no place for us in the life to come. In 

Rom. 8:10 Paul tells us what the presence of Christ in us does for us— 

“And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the 

Spirit is life because of righteousness.” 

If we serve our bodies, as most do, then the material things of life, 

such as food, clothing, and present possessions become our occupation; 

then ‘the carnal mind rules our lives. Paul puts it this way— 

“For they that are of the flesh do mind the things of the flesh” (Rom. 

8:5). 

He goes on to say— 

“For to be carnally-minded is DEATH.” 

This is so because the carnal mind is at enmity with God. For, says 

Paul, the carnal mind is not subject to the law of God. Therefore those 

that serve the flesh cannot please God. 
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We see, then, by Paul’s reasoning, that there are two spirits at work 

in our lives—the fleshly spirit and the spirit of Christ. 

These are two different agencies: one that pleases the adversary, and 

the other that pleases God. 

Those that have received Christ by baptism are commanded by Paul, 

in Col. 2:6, to “walk in him,” both in word and deed. Paul feared for the 

Household. In Col. 2:8 he says— 

“Beware lest any spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after 

the traditions of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after 

Christ.” 

Never in the world’s history have the believers been in greater 

danger of the human reasoning and deceit, than in the age in which we 

live. 

The current system of education places emphasis on position and 

wealth and the glorifying of the mind and material accomplishments of 

man, rather than on good character development and self-control. 

Progress and accomplishment in this life tends to promote the 

characteristics of the flesh. The philosophy of our day is not based on 

Christ’s law, but is directly contrary to it. 

* * * 

DAVID’S training in life caused him to express his feeling of 

humbleness in this way— 

“Who am I, O Lord? And what is my house?”  

Jeremiah felt the same way— 

“Ah, Lord God! Behold, I cannot speak, for I am a child” (Jer. 1:6). 

And Moses stated— 

“O my Lord, I am not eloquent, but I am slow of speech, and of a 

slow tongue.” 

The training of these men abolished pride and conceit; gave little 

opportunity for the provision of material things and personal pleasures; 

and stressed the great need for building a character of godliness and 

self-control. 

Paul, in the wisdom of the Spirit, exhorts (Col. 3:16)— 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching 

and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” 

Secular music is not suitable or fitting in our position as called-out 

sons and daughters of God. Paul says (v. 23): 

“Whatsoever you do, DO IT HEARTILY, as to the Lord, and not 

unto men.” 
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Spiritual-mindedness helps us to become “knit together in love.” 

The art of knitting is used as an illustration of the piecing together of 

like material into a unified and complete unit. Only the Truth, 

acknowledged and obeyed, can produce such a result. 

This “knitting together” of individuals causes similar thoughts, 

words and deeds. 

These characters are not of mass-production, but one or two, here 

and there, who—through faith—have the courage of their convictions 

to be different. Few indeed comply with the requirements which Paul 

gives us in Rom. 12:1— 

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God. 

“And be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 

prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God.” 

In the next verse he says that man ought not to think more highly of 

himself than he ought to think, but rather in humility recognize his 

weakness and need for help and guidance. Paul further enlarges on the 

development of character when he says (Col. 3:12): 

“Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 

mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 

forbearing one another, and forgiving one another . . . 

“And, above all these things, put on charity, which is the bond of 

perfectness. 

“And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye 

are called in one Body.” 

“Let the peace of God rule in your hearts” LET it. Permit it. Make 

room for it ... “And whatsoever ye do, in word or deed, do all in the 

Name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God.” — Bro. F.G. Jannaway 

 

Condemn and Destroy 
“The seed is the Word of God,” said Jesus. “If any man preach any 

other Gospel, let him be accursed.” Hard words indeed, but they are 

not ours: they are the necessary words of warning from God. In all the 

world, there is no hope of life except in the true seed. Whoever 

contributes in the slightest way to the contamination of that seed is a 

murderer, however exalted his intentions may be. This is a matter of 

life and death. Very, very few things in this world really matter or 

are important, but here is one that is vital. 

Whoever we cannot conscientiously welcome to the table of the 

Lord has another Gospel. We dare not encourage them, nor bid them 

Godspeed. It is neither kindness to them nor ourselves, nor faithfulness 
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to God, to allow the seriousness of the issue to be lost in a haze of ill-

advised fraternization. We are stewards and custodians of something 

far more important than ourselves. Great plainness of speech is called 

for, although at the same time great kindness and forbearance. 

It is always easy to condemn and destroy, but to build takes time 

and work. Those who by nature are firm, have a natural tendency to be 

harsh and bitter: those who by nature are soft, have a tendency to be 

weak and compromising. Whatever comes naturally to us must be 

distrusted, for in our flesh dwells no good thing. There are no natural 

virtues. The flesh lusteth against the Spirit. To pride ourselves on our 

natural reactions—whatever they are—is to glory in our shame. 
We are only safe when we are consciously restraining nature and 

following the Spirit’s expressed instructions contrary to nature.    

                                                                                —Bro. G.V.Growcott 

 

The Mystery of Godliness 
“I WILL BE WHO I WILL BE” 

“He that hath seen me hath seen the Father”—John 14:9 

“I am in the Father, and the Father in me”—John 14:10 

“God was manifest in the flesh”—1 Timothy 3:16 

“I and my Father are one”—John 10:30 

BY BROTHER JOHN THOMAS 

In 1877 (as at most other times) there were crotchets afloat concerning 

Christ and the manifestation of God in and through him. Some were 

endeavouring to use Bro. Thomas’ writings to support the “mere man” 

theory then current. Others-missing the beauty of the true doctrine he 

expounded of the Mystery of Godliness, “God manifest  in the flesh,” 

by not following him carefully and closely— were accusing him of 

confounding Christ with God along Trinitarian lines. A brother therefore 

assembled the following extracts from Bro. Thomas’ writings, to give a 

balanced picture. We are not concerned with the crotchets, but there is 

great value in meditating on these divine  things. Our mind can never be 

other than its natural state—a useless shrivelled bag of rubbish destined 

to death like all the rest of the animal world—unless we meditate long and 

lovingly on the revealed spiritual things of the Word. This alone can 

expand the mind from its natural cramped smallness, and cause us to be 

lifted from the perishing animal state up to the enduring spiritual state. 

“This is life eternal, that they may KNOW Thee.”  

THE DEITY HIMSELF 

MOSES and the prophets teach (that there is)— ONE self-existent 

supreme fountain of Power, AIL, Who is Spirit, and self-named I 
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SHALL BE, or Yahweh; that this ONE YAHWEH-SPIRIT POWER is 

“God” in the highest sense, and constitutes the “Godhead,” or 

FATHER IN HEAVEN; that He is the Springhead of many streams, or 

rivers of spirit, which assume organic forms according to the will of the 

Yahweh-Spirit Power; and that—when formed after the model, 

archetype, or pattern presented in His Own hypostasis, or Substance, 

they become SPIRIT-ELOHIM, or Sons of God, and are Spirit because 

“born of the Spirit” —emanations of the formative SPIRIT, being ex 

autou: “out of Him.”  

The Spirit-Elohim was also “God”; nevertheless they are created. 

They are formed and made out of, and by, That which is uncreated. 

They are Spirit-Forms, the substance of which (spirit) is eternal; while 

the forms are from a beginning. Each one is a god in the sense of 

partaking of the DIVINE NATURE and being, therefore, a Son of God. 

Now, if we understand this, we shall be able to discern the force and 

beauty of the expression Yahweh-Elohim, which occurs so frequently in 

the Hebrew Scriptures. Yahweh is the name of the Uncreated Power; 

Elohim, the organizations of that Power after Its image and likeness … 

Hence also the beauty and fulness of the phrase— “I am HE the Mighty 

Ones that formed the earth and made it.”                       —Phanerosis 55  

[We use the page numbering of the 1969 Logos edition because it is 

currently available.] 

* * * 

The Source or Fountain of power in the universe is One. It is a Unit. 

Therefore everything which exists is ex autou: out of Him.  

              —Phanerosis 46  

* * * 

By Godhead is meant the Source, Spring, or Fountain of Deity—the 

Divine Nature in its original pre-existence before every created thing. 

              —Phanerosis 68  

* * * 

There is one ETERNAL UNCREATED SUBSTANCE, Which is 

essentially Power, Incorruptibility and Life, dwelling invisibly in 

unapproachable light; and known before the days of Moses by the name 

of AIL-Shaddai, “the Strength of the Mighty Ones’’; and from his 

interview with the Angel at the Bush, by that of YAHWEH, or Yah, 

“He Who Will Be.”              —Eureka 1:105 

* * * 

THE SPIRIT 

That which connects the Focal Power of the universe with the 

embodied Sons of Power, and indeed with all created things, is Spirit—
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styled in Scripture “free spirit”—Psalm 51:12. It is free or uncombined 

in space, and fills immensity as the water fills the basin of the seas.  

The atoms of all material things are elemental condensations of free 

spirit, connecting the orbs of heaven and all they contain, with the 

Great Central Focal Power of the Universe. It is the principle of 

cohesion, attraction, form; penetrating and pervading everywhere. To 

this universality the psalmist alludes when he enquires of Yahweh:  

“Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit? And whither from Thy face 

shall I flee? If I shall ascend to the heavens, Thou art there. Though I 

shall spread down in sheol (the grave), behold Thee!  

“I will take the wings of the dawn; I will dwell in the utmost end of 

the sea: moreover, there Thy hand (or power) shall lead me, and Thy 

right hand shall take hold of me” (Psa. 139:7-10).  

All this is equivalent to saying that the Father-Power is omnipresent 

by His Spirit. Hence He needs not to be locomotive to see what passes 

in the sun, moon, earth and stars. His all-pervading Spirit places Him in 

contemporary juxtaposition with them all; so that at one & the same 

instant He knows the fall of a sparrow on earth, and any other event, 

small or great, on the sun. In this way it is that, as Paul told the 

Athenian idolaters— “He is not far from every one of us” (Acts 17:27). 

We are “out of Him, and in Him, and thru Him,” as physical beings. 

This is equally true of all flesh that breathes. Hence Moses styles the 

Father-Power Ail Eloahi haruchoth l’kol-bashar: “Power, Powers of 

the spirits, for all flesh”—Numbers 16.22. Here is Power as the cause 

of life, called Ail; and powers as distributed to each living thing, and 

therefore called Elohim. . . Ail is life absolute; for, as Paul says: “He 

only hath deathlessness” (1 Tim.6). 

Life radiating from His hypostasis, or substance, is Spirit-life. 

Formative of a creature, and sustaining it in life, it is power of spirit, or 

spirit-power, for that creature. Hence these Elohim are Son-powers or 

emanations from Ail, the great Paternal Power. He is therefore the Ail 

of all flesh, as well as Elohim for all flesh . . .  

In this elaboration, then, we have Father-power, Son-power or 

emanation, and Free-Spirit. Moses and the prophets teach this, as we 

have seen. The Father-Power is one. The Son-power is the one Father-

Power in plural manifestation. And the manifestation is developed by 

Free Spirit emanation from the Father-Power.         —Phanerosis 48-49  

Holy Spirit is an emanation from the substance of the Deity, 

intensely radiant and all-pervading. When focalized under the fiat of 
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His will, things and persons without limit as to number or nature are 

produced.                                                                        —Eureka 1:100 

* * * 

THE TERM “JESUS” 

Jesus Anointed is Power, or Spirit, manifested in flesh, and justified 

in Spirit—1Tim 3:16, or (Romans 1:3-4)— “Made of the seed of David 

according to the flesh, and constituted Son of God in power, according 

to spirit of holiness, out of a resurrection of dead ones.”  

—and therefore styled— “The Lord the Spirit. . . a life-imparting 

Spirit” (1 Cor. 15:45; 2 Cor. 3:17-18). Here are Spirit and Flesh. The 

Spirit is Theos, or Deity. The Flesh was the Son of Mary, and named 

Jesus; and when anointed with Spirit again at his resurrection, became 

Jesus Christ, or the Anointed Jesus.                                — Eureka 1:13   

Jesus is the flesh, and the Seven Spirits is the Deity with which the 

resurrected flesh is anointed so as to be omniscient and almighty. Thus 

combined, the salutation is from “the Lord the Spirit.”   

                                                                                  —Eureka 1:124 

* * * 

JESUS BEFORE ANOINTING 

When we contemplate the Cherub before his sealing and anointing, 

we see only the Son of Mary, the “Seed of the Woman” in the words of 

Moses; and the Son of God in the same sense that Adam was. The New 

Testament writers give us very little information concerning Jesus 

during the 30 years of his sojourn in the covenanted land. All we learn 

concerning him after his return from Egypt is that he dwelt in Nazareth 

and was subject to Mary and Joseph; and worked at the trade of his 

mother’s husband.  

He knew his real paternity was not of Joseph. He never went to 

school, yet was he wiser than those who assumed to be his teachers, 

being filled with wisdom, the grace of God being upon him; and was 

the beloved of all who knew him—Matt. 1l:23; Luke 2:40-52; Mark 

6:3; John 8:15; Psa. 119: 97.  

He was clearly in an intellectual and moral condition parallel with 

Adam’s before he transgressed. The “grace of God” was upon Adam 

and imparted to him much wisdom and knowledge; but still left him 

free to obey the impulses of his flesh if he preferred it, rather than the 

divine law. This was the case also with Jesus who, in his discourses, 

always maintained the distinction between what he called ‘‘mine own 

self,” and “the Father Himself” Who dwelt in him by His effluence—  
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“The Son can do nothing of himself…I can of mine own self do 

nothing” (John 5). 

He refers all the doctrine taught, and all the miracles performed, to 

the Father Whose effluence rested upon him and filled him. If this be 

remembered, it will make the “hard sayings”—John 6: 60 of his 

teaching easy to be understood.         —Phanerosis 83  

 “The flesh,” said Jesus, “profits nothing”—John 6: 63. As son of 

Mary, he pretended to no power, wisdom or superiority. Mary’s son 

was the “Veil of the Covering” to be rent; the Veil in which the Father-

power was veiled; the Flesh-medium of Power-manifestation. 

             —Phanerosis 48 

* * * 

JESUS AFTER ANOINTING 

Now Jesus was one, and the Father was another . . . It is written in 

the Law of Moses that (John 8:17-18) — “The testimony of 2 men is 

credible. I am one that bear witness of myself; and the Father Who sent 

me (the  other witness), He beareth witness of me.” 

Here then are 2 personages. The Father by Himself being Ail, or 

Power; but when associated with the Son of Man (who, when so 

associated, was powerful— “anointed with the Holy Spirit and with 

power”), He was Ail Eloahh, the Power mediately manifested: the 

Power being one Eloahh, and the medium of manifestation another. 

                                                                               —Phanerosis 43  

* * * 

Peter says— “The Deity anointed Jesus of Nazareth with holy spirit 

and power.” And of the Son of Man, Jesus says:  “Him hath the Father, 

the Deity, sealed” (Acts 10:38; John 6:27).  

Now, as sealing has to do with instruction, we find Jesus was not 

only able to do works of power, in— “Healing all that were oppressed 

of the devil” (Acts 10:38). —but he could speak words of spirit and life 

which the sealed only can do— “The words I speak unto you are spirit 

and life” (John 6: 63) “My doctrine is not mine, but His that sent me” 

(John 7:16). 

“I have not spoken of myself; but the Father Who sent me, He gave 

me a commandment what I should say and what I should speak” (John 

12:49).  

“I am in the Father, and the Father in me. The words that I speak 

unto you I speak not of myself” (John 14:10).  

Hence the discourses of Jesus must be received as the discourses of 

the Deity or Spirit in him. What he gave utterance to was the ‘Word’ or 
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teaching of the Spirit—the things sealed or impressed upon his brain by 

the Deity: 

“I have told you the truth I have heard of the Deity … I speak to the 

world those things I have heard of Him”  (John 8:40, 26)  

These things spake Jesus. He was sealed by what he heard. 

                                                  —Eureka II:291  

* * * 

Jesus of Nazareth, in the days of his flesh, was the reflection of the 

moral attributes of the Deity; as likewise are all his brethren who walk 

in his steps . . . Jesus is the Chief-Begotten Eloahh of AIL; and, when 

sealed with holy spirit at his immersion in Jordan, the Deity manifested 

Himself in him by the truth he spoke and the wonders he performed . . . 

However perfect and complete the moral manifestation of the Deity 

was in Jesus of Nazareth, the divine manifestation was nevertheless 

imperfect as concerning the substance, or body, of Jesus. This was 

what we are familiar with as the flesh. It was not angel-flesh or nature; 

but that common to the seed of Abraham, styled by Paul sarx 

hamartias, “flesh of sin”; in which, he says, “dwells no good thing” 

(Rom. 8:3; 7:18).  

The Anointing Spirit-dove which, as the Divine Form, descended 

from heaven upon Jesus at his sealing, was holy and complete in all 

things. The character of Jesus was holy, harmless, undefiled, without 

spot or blemish or any such thing; but his flesh was like our flesh in all 

its points—weak, emotional, unclean.  

Had his flesh been like that of Angel-Elohim, which is 

consubstantial with the Eternal Spirit, it would have been unfit for the 

purpose of the Deity in His manifestation. Sin, whose wages is death, 

had to be condemned in the nature that had transgressed; a necessity 

that could only be accomplished by the Word becoming Adamic-Flesh, 

and not Elohistic. For this cause, Jesus was— 

“Made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death . . . 

that he, by the grace of the Deity, might taste death for every man” 

(Heb. 2:9). 

For this cause, and forasmuch also (v. 14)—  

“. . . as the children (of the Deity) are partakers of flesh and blood, 

he also himself likewise took part of the  same; that through death he 

might destroy that having the power of death, that is, the diabolos . . .”  

—or elements of corruption in our nature inciting it to transgression, 

and therefore called— “Sin working death in us” (Rom. 7:13). 



                                                                                                      Berean 2017—246 

 

Another reason why the Word assumed a lower nature than the 

Elohistic was that a basis of future perfection might be laid in 

obedience under trial.          —Eureka 1:105,106, 107  

* * * 

That born of Mary was bain Eloahh, Son of Power. Beside that 

Power there is no Saviour. Apart from the Power, the Son could not 

save; for he, as son of Mary, testifies—  

“The Son can do nothing of himself.” 

That the Supreme-Power would save by a Servant-Power is 

manifest from Isaiah as well as Peter. In that prophet, the Only 

Potentate says to one He styles His Servant (Isa.49:6)—  

“Thou shalt be My Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to 

restore the desolation of Israel. I will also give thee for a Light to the 

nations, that thou mayest be My Yeshua, salvation, to the end of the 

earth.”  

The I and the thee of this passage are but One Power—Power in 

Servant-manifestation:  

“I the First and I the Last: and independent of that I there are no 

Elohim, or powers” (Isa. 44:6).                                     —Phanerosis 51  

* * * 

“The Flesh, or Mary’s Son, was the earthen vessel, the Cherub, 

hidden as a polished arrow in the quiver or shadow of the power of the 

Eternal Spirit. In other words, “The Spirit of Yahweh rested upon him” 

after his anointing. He was filled with the Effluence of the Eternal 

Substance, and covered with it as with a halo of power, so that he was 

hidden, covered, or protected from the machinations of evil doers, and 

from evil influences, which could not harm him until the protecting 

effluence was withdrawn.  

This resting upon, indwelling, and covering, was the sealing and 

anointing of the Father, foretold in Dan. 9:24—  

“Sealing the vision and Prophet; and anointing the Holy One of the 

holy ones.” 

And John the Baptist bare record of this, saying —  

“I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode 

(or rested) upon him” (John 1:32). 

The Spirit-Dove was the seal or mark of the Father, the form or 

shape assumed by the Divine Effluence in the anointing of Jesus . .  

This sealing and anointing of the Cherub was the subject of the 

following testimonies —  

“The Spirit of Yahweh shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the Spirit of counsel and  might, the Spirit of knowledge 
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and of the reverence of Yahweh, and shall make him of quick 

understanding in the reverence of Yahweh” (Isa. 11:2-3).  

                                      —Phanerosis 81  

The Eternal Wisdom is the Revealer of the Apocalypse. He gave it 

to Jesus, whom He anointed— “Both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36).  

Hence, when the Anointed Jesus speaks in the Apocalypse, it is the 

Eternal Who speaks. For this reason it is, that at the end of each epistle 

the hearer is reminded that it is the Spirit speaking to the ecclesias. 

Thus we see the same rule maintained in the Apocalypse as in the 

testimony of John: the Eternal Wisdom speaking thru Jesus, himself 

become Spirit in being begotten and born of the Spirit from among the 

dead.                                                  —Eureka 1:350 

* * * 

THE TERM “MERE MAN” 

Instead of holding fast the Spirit’s Name, they were developing 

what in history is called the Arnestitheos apostasia, or Deity-denying 

Apostasy, which affirmed that ‘Christ was no more than a man.’ The 

Spirit’s Name is the Father by His Spirit manifested in Sin’s Flesh 

begotten and born—not by the will of man—but by His own creative 

energy, as was Adam the first. But to say that he was no more than a 

man was to affirm that he was begotten of blood or of the will of the 

flesh or of the will of man; which was to lay the basis of a name which 

the Spirit not only will not recognize, but one which He hates.  

              —Eureka 2:147   

* * * 

Christ was the “end of the Law.” . . . He is declared by Paul to be 

the Christian Altar. “We have an Altar,” says he—Heb. 12:10, which, 

in being cleansed by the blood of Jesus, is made identical with him. He 

was the Altar of earth, or of unhewn stone; and in his making or 

generation he was begotten— 

“Not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 

but of the Deity” (John 1:13). 

To affirm that in his generation he was begotten of Joseph is to 

“pollute him.” In admitting his altarship, and at the same time affirming 

his paternity to be of Joseph, and not of the Deity as related in Luke, is 

to make Joseph the builder of an altar of hewn stone-a polluted altar, 

upon which a man’s nakedness has been discovered.    —Eureka 2:223 

(To be continued next month, if the Lord will) 

  

 [This is a five part exposition on the “Mystery of Godliness” from different 
works by Bro. Thomas recorded in the Bereans for Feb-June 1977] 
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Hints For Bible Markers 

Psalms 

Psalm 7:7 

So shall the congregation of the people compass thee about: for 

their sakes therefore return thou on high. 

We see the righteous surrounding Christ. A family, a people called 

out of the darkness that is the world, get close through knowledge 

provided by an intense study of the  word. Who have faithfully put their 

hearts and minds towards divine things. It is “for their sake’s therefore 

returned thou on high.” That their king might sit “on high” in judgment 

and release them from the dreadful servitude that is sins flesh.  

 

Psalm 7:8 

The LORD shall judge the people: judge me, O LORD, according to 

my righteousness, and according to mine integrity that is in me. 

This is the time that the righteous long for. As far as they are 

concerned it will be in a glorious time embracing their salvation and all 

their desire. They will no longer be subjected to 

misunderstanding, hatred, and persecution. To the righteous Christ is 

coming as a long-awaited, look for friend. One who is bringing an end 

to that time of suffering, with the time of probation and trials ending. 

 

Psalm 7:9 

Oh let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end; but establish 

the just: for the righteous God trieth the hearts and reins. 

That long looked for day, shall arrive with the utter destruction of 

the platitudes of Plato and the lies of Catholicism and her daughter 

harlots the churches of the world. The total annihilation of this willful 

man-made system of religion. All things being placed in subjugation to 

our lord and master who will rule the world in righteousness and in 

peace. 

Continued next month should the Lord will                                                                bro. Beryl Snyder 

 


