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Ecclesial News
LONDON, ON - Berean Christadelphian Hall, 166 Central Ave. (1 block
west of Richmond St.)-S.S. and Eureka Class, 10 a.rn.: Memorial 11
a.m.; Public Lecture, 3rd Sun., 1 p.m.; Wed. Class: Daily Readings and
Discussion, 7 p.m, (1st and 3rd Wed.)-bro. David Clubb, 42 Oneida
Rd., London, Ontario, Canada N5V 2X1; (519) 451-4063; Fax: (519) 451
9627. Email: kdclubb@rogers.com
LOVING Greetings to the Household of Faith.

We have been blessed, in God's mercy, in being able again to
hold our annual Fraternal Gathering. It took place on the
weekend of Oct. 12 and 13,2013. The theme of the Gathering
was a little different this year as it was based on "Psalms and
Hymns and Spiritual Songs, " based on six of the hymns from
our Hymn Book.

The Gathering opened first with the daily readings at 9 a.m.,
with discussion on the third portion. To assemble around the
Word at the beginning of a new day is very strengthening and
an excellent way to the Fraternal Gathering.

The first address was based on the opening words of Hymn
41, "Thou Hast Searched and Seen Us Through." This was
delivered by bro. Pat Armstrong (Edmonton ecclesia), He
brought out thoughts on the first Hymn Book put together by
bro. Roberts in 1864 and a larger edition in 1874. His interest
ing words of exhortation included the many Psalms from the
pen of David in our Hymn Book, as musical prayer to the
Creator and of their use by the disciples (Matt. 26:30). He also
mentioned this hymn was taken from Psalm 139, showing the
all-seeing Providence of Yahweh in our lives.

Then at 2 p.m., bro. Dan Clubb (Carrollton , TX ecclesia)
spoke on "Thou Hidden Love of God," which was based on

(Conti nued on page 67)
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Studies and Thoughts BY BROTHER JOHN THOMAS

ALL KINGS SHALL BOW BEFORE IllM
All things pertaining to the British Empire will hereafter be at

the absolute disposal of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews,
who will dethrone the reigning family and command all egiance
to himself alone. This is proved by the testimony of Daniel, who
says (Dan . 7:13-14)-"1 saw in the night visions, and behold, one
like the Son ofMan came with the clouds ofheaven, and came to
the Ancient ofDays: and they brought him near before Him. And
there was given him dominion, glory and a kingdom, that ALL
people, nations, and languages should serve him. "

It is admitted by all professing Gentiles of intelligence that
Jesus of Nazareth is the 'Son of Man ' so often alluded to in the
Bible. This testimony of Daniel, then, is affirmed of Jesus: "ALL
people, nations, and languages shall serve him. "

"Granted," says an objector, "but not their rulers! " Yes, their
rulers also, for the same prophet says; ''All rulers (shaltanyah)
shall serve and obey him" (Dan . 7:27).

The peoples will not elect the saints to place and power ; nor
will they attain them by a compromise with existing incumbents-
"The saints of the Most High One shall take the kingdom; and
possess the kingdom, and dominion, and the greatness ofthe king
dom UNDER the whole heaven for ever, even for ever and ever"
(Dan. 7:18).

They are to 'take the kingdom and dominion' by force, and to
leave none of the greatness for any but themselves-'~JVDG
MENT was given to the saints ofthe Most High" (Dan. 7:22).

In the execution of this judgment, they possess themselves of
the dominion under the whole heaven. Hear what David says
concerning them (Psa . 149:6-9)-"Let a two-edged sword be in
their hand, toexecutevengeance upon the nations andpunishment
upon thepeoples, tobind their kings with chains, and their nobles
with fetters ofiron; to execute upon them thejudgment written
this honor is for all His saints."

This is the kind of judgment they are to execute in concert
with their King. When they have made captives of the royal fam
ily of Britain, and their nobles and dependants, they will ask no
favors of them, but take all they possess, as the spoil of the vic
tors. It will become theirs by th e sanction of th e God of the
whole earth. Paul says to the saints in Corinth: "Doye not know
that the saints shalljudge the world?" (I Cor. 6:2 ).
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Again he says to them: ''All things are yours: the world, things
present, and things to come: all are yours" (1 Cor. 3:21-22).

And Solomon says: "The wealth ofthe sinner is laid up for the
just" (Prov. 13:22 ). Now Jerusalem, in her future exaltation, is
the mother of all the saints, of whose worldwide dominion she is
the throne (Isa . 2:3 ; Gal . 4:26 ). Hear, then, Isaiah's words in
relation to her: "The nation and kingdom that will not serve thee
shallperish:yea, that nation shall be utterly wasted" (60:12).

But the British , after the disaster of their fleet, will become an
obedient nation, serving the sons of Zion and their King (Isa .
60:3, 10, 14; 61:6)-"The Gentiles shall come to thy light, and
kings to the brightness ofthy rising . . The sons ofstrangers shall
build up thy walls, and their kings shall minister unto thee . . .
The sons ofthem that afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee,
and all that despised thee shall bow themselves down at the soles
of thy feet . . 1'e shall eat the riches of the Gentiles, and in their
g lory shall ye boast yourselves."

This is affirmed of those Gentiles whose prudence is the better
part of their valor. Finding resistance vain, they surrender to
Christ and his associates, the King and nobles of Israel: all of
them 'kings and priests to God,' prepared by him to 'reign on
earth' (Rev. 5:10).

Now, concerning them, their Prince has said ofthem-"/ will
give them power over the nations, and they shall rule them with a
rod ofiron . As the vessels ofa potter shall they be broken to shiv
ers" (Rev.2:26-27).

These testimonies show plainly that all existing governments
are doomed to wrack and ruin. Their thrones are to be 'cast
down' : Britain's among the rest- teO let the nations beglad and
sing for joy; for thou, 0 Messiah, shall judge the people righ
teously, and govern the nations upon earth!" (Psa. 67:4 ).

Seeing, then, that this is inevitable (Psa . 2:1O-12 )-"Be wise,
now, 0 ye kings; be instructed, ye judges of the earth. Serve the
Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be
angry, andye perish from the way when his wrath is kindled but a
little." Such will be the exhortation to them before the judgment
falls upon their heads.

The kings of the great nations will despise it. Some, however,
will hear, and will surrender their greatness to the saints, as the
only escape from their two-edged sword.

The destiny of nations and peoples is not to be confounded
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with that of their kings and rulers. The Gospel preached to Abra
ham (Gal. 3:8), promises blessedness through him and his Seed,
the Christ, to all the nations of the earth-not to the rulers and
nobles thereof.These latter constitute the 'Powers-that-be ' which,
in the aggregate form Satan, or the Adversary of the Woman and
her Seed, whose fate it is to bow down under the soles of her and
their feet.

The Gospel of the Kingdom announces no blessedness to the
rich and powerful of the nations. It is glad tidings only to the
poor and needy, who seek their consolation in the Age to Come--
"The poor have the Gospelpreached to them" (Matt. 11:5). "God
hath chosen the poor ofthis world, rich in faith, to be the heirs of
that Kingdom which He hath promised to them that love Him"
(Jam. 2:5)-a love that is expressed in the words: "Keeping the
commandments ofGod, and having the testimony ofJesus Christ"
(Rev. 12:17).-Hemld,April,1858

THE SPIRITUALS IN lllGH PLACES REMOVED
Britain's 'spiritual men,' whether lords or plebeians, when

weighed in the balances of God's Truth, are found grievously
wanting. Judgment is , therefore, recorded against them as the
world's fat ones and misleaders of the people. They are, says
Paul, 'accursed' because they preach 'another gospel,' 'another
Jesus,' and 'an other Spirit' than the Gospel, Jesus and Spirit
preached by Paul (Gal. 1:9; 2 Cor. 11:4). It is clear, then, that if
the populations of the British Empire be permitted to remain in
their keeping, they can never be enlightened, nor the intelligence
and glory of the Millennium be ever diffused among them. "The
leaders of the people cause them to err" (Isa . 9:16) . They must,
therefore, be removed, that the Saints, who are the Leaves of th e
Wood of Life (Rev.22:2), may 'heal the nations.'

In the New Order of Things-the 'Economy of the Fullness of
the Appointed Times' (Eph. 1:10)-about to arise out of the world
wide revolution now thundering at the door, all clergyism and
priesthood, with royalty, their patron and support, will be made
to give place to the Royal Priesthood of the Kingdom of God ,
that is to 'grind to powder and bring to an end ' (Dan. 2:44) all
the kingdoms and empires of the world (Rev. 5:9-10)-"Thou
wast slain, and hast purchased us by thy blood for God, out of
every kindred, tongue, people and nation; and made us, for our
God, kings and priests, and WE SHALL REIGN UPON THE
EARTH."
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These, with the Lord Jesus for their Chief, are-with him
the 'kings and priests' that God is providing for the exigencies of
His Kingdom, so that-when the time comes to set it up-the
executors and administrators of its power in Church and State
may already be prepared for manifestation as His sons, and as
possessors of its glory, honor and dominion over the world.

Yahweh will then entrust mankind and their affairs to them,
and accept the then-enlightened adoration ofthe nations through
them alone. This testimony being admitted, I see not how any
one can imagine that the parsonocracy of the Gentiles will retain
even the shadow of an existence. They would be only 'cumberers
of the ground.'

They are useful at present as the spiritual element of the po
lice establishment of the nations. The kings and nobles would
not be able to keep the world in awe without them-that is, to
prevent all things falling into anarchy, which would be worse
even than autocracy and popery which are as detestable as any
thing a lover of truth and righteousness would care to be con
temporary with on earth.

The unbridled licentiousness of the swinish multitude, whose
only law is 'the Law of Sin and Death' (Rom. 8.2) within them,
would be worse than Satan's government as it now exists in its
worst form, for, assuredly, a few tyrants are more tolerable than
a multitude.

The 'spiritual' element greatly restrains the outbreaking of
the Law of Sin and Death in all classes, by the inculcation of the
terrors to be inflicted on the refractory by the devil in the bot
tomless pit of fire and brimstone below, and by the emulation
that exists in society to be well accounted of for piety and re
spectability by the religious guides of the people-whose praise
and commendation is infinitely more esteemed than that of God.

But what these influences cannot do, the police staff and the
sword are able to accomplish. Order based upon the fear of man
and the devil is thus maintained among the nations. This is the
'order ' so much talked of in Europe, and which pervades the
British Empire. It is the order of Sin's Kingdom. And it must be
maintained by Sin's officials in Church and State, until Sin's
enemies and destroyers--energized by God-shall overturn Sin
and his co-workers, and establish Heaven's Law of righteous
ness, equity, and truth, justly administered instead thereof.

-Herald, April 1858
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SUFFER LITTLE CHJLDREN TO COME. "Suffer the little chil
dren to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is the
Kingdom of heaven" (Mk. 10:14). What does that mean?

It means just what the words express in connection with the
time, place and circumstances under which they were spoken.
Jesus was in Judea beyond Jordan surrounded by his disciples
and multitudes of the people . In the crowd were many women,
in whom the organ of philoprogenitiveness was as large then as
it is now.

That is to say, the flesh had great power over them, so that
their children were dearer to them than their own lives. This is a
very wholesome condition when properly regulated, and one to
which we are all deeply indebted in th e days of our helplessness.
But it is a fatal instinct when abandoned to its native blindness.

Impelled by this feeling, they edged and pushed through the
crowd with their children until they reached the inner circle
formed by the apostles. These, not being clergymen, and having
no craft to strengthen by the blandishments of women, 'rebuked
them': in other words, told them to 'Stand back, and be peace
able .' This is strange conduct in the estimation of a head crammed
with clerical tradition.

The ladies had heard that there was great virtue in the touch
of Jesus. Indeed, they knew cases in which virtue exhaled from
his very garments and healed incurables. They determined there
fore to take their children to him 'that he might put his hands on
them and pray' for whatever they might require.

Onward, then, they passed through the yielding multitudes
until they reached the apostolic circle where, as we have said,
they were arrested with rebuke. But at this the Great Teacher
was displeased, and said to his disciples who barred them-"Per
mit the little children, and do not hinder them to come near me ,
for the Kingdom of the heavens is of such like ."

Having said this, 'he laid his hands on them, and departed.'
And so the matter ended. What a desperate fix must the soul
market be in, that it should be compelled to make a rush upon
this incident, to save it from bankruptcy! But, turning our backs
upon the blind guides, we enquire at the Word, the Oracle of
God: In what sense is the Kingdom of the heavens 'ofsuch like'?

The answer to this question is supplied in the teaching of Jesus
(Mk. 9 and Matt. 18), where we learn that before the disciples
had acquired the mastery over the ambitions of the flesh, they
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disputed among themselves 'who should be the greatest in the
Kingdom of heaven.' They could not settle it, and therefore the
question was laid before the King.

Having heard the inquiry, he called a little child and sat him in
the midst of them, and said (Matt. 18:3-10; Mk. 9:37-42)-"Verily
I say toyou, except ye change your mind, and become as little chil
dren, ye shall not enter into the Kingdom ofthe heavens. Whoso
ever therefore shall humble himselfas this little child, the same is
greatest in the Kingdom of the heavens." ''And whosoever shall
receive one such like little child in my Name receives me. And
whosoever shall offend one ofthese little ones BELIEVING INTO
ME, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his
neck, and that he were drowned in the depths ofthe sea . . . " "Take
heed thatye despise not one ofthese little ones: for I say toyou that
their angels in heaven do always behold the face ofmy Father in
heaven, Who is in heaven."

Now from this it is very plain that the 'such like' are not ani
mal infants, but men and women IN CHRIST, of humble and
faithful dispositions and minds. These are the little ones,' the
'little children,' of whom is the Kingdom of the heavens.

Addressing such, John says (1 In. 2:12; 5:21)-"1 write unto
you , little children, because your sins are forgiven for Christ 's
Name's sake . . . Little children, keep yourselves from idols. "

THESE are the 'heirs of salvation. , And of the angels Paul says
(Heb. 1 :14)-'~e they not all public official spirits, sent forth for
service on account ofthose hereafter to inherit salvation?"

-Herald, Feb., 1858

THE IMAGE AND THE BEAST
We consider Nebuchadnezzar's Image the symbol of Gog's do

minion when he, the King of the North (Dan. 11:40-45 ), and of
Assyria (Isa, 30 :30-33), encamps with his army, drafted from all
subject nations (Hab. 2:5), on the mountains oflsrael (Dan. 11:45;
Eze. 38:8 ) on all sides of Jerusalem, and is in actual possession of
the Holy City (Zec. 14:2) in the latter days (Eze. 38:16; Dan. 2:28 ).

He is not the last Beast, however. Till Gog is broken, the lamb
horned and dragon speaking Beast (Rev. 13:11) is an Iron Leg of
the Image: a co-partner with Gog, yet inferior to him in the maj
esty of the Greco-Roman-Dragonic dominion of 'The End.'

But when the clay is sundered from the Iron by the stroke of
the Stone-Power, that is, when Gog is broken, the Western Leg
and Toes, or 'Beast and the Kings of the Earth' (Rev. 19:19) have
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still to be subdued. These are of the Fourth Beast of Daniel (7:11,
19-26), which has to be slain , and his body destroyed in the burn
ing flame by the Lord Jesus, his Saints, and Israel.

The Image never has existed as a whole elsewhere than in the
dream. In the Latter Days , however, the thing signified by the
Image will appear as complete in all its parts as the statue itself
before it was smitten by the symbolic Stone.-Herald, Feb., 1852

TO JEWS
We say to the Jews: Be devoted to Moses and the Prophets.

Glory in your nationality. Love the country of your fathers above
all lands. Hope for your restoration, and for independence of all
Gentile sovereignty. And have no fellowship with their Scrip
ture-nullifying 'names and denominations.'

Be Jews in faith as well as flesh, for : 'Without faith it is impos
sible to please God' and 'The flesh profits nothing.' It is the
Yahweh-Spirit that makes alive.

But, with all this, we say to them: Accept JESUS OF NAZA
RETH, the noblest of your race, as the covenanted Son of David
and Son of God. "Ani ehyeh 10 leav, weh u yiyeh Ii levain ... I will
be to him a Father, and he shall be to Me a Son" (2 Sam. 7:14).

In him be constituted the righteousness of God; for his Name
Yahweh-tsidkainu (He Who Shall Be Our Righteousness)-is to
be proclaimed to Judah, Israel and Jerusalem for righteousness
(Jer. 23: 15-16).-Herald, Jan., 1858

Voyage ToAustralia And New Zealand
And Other Lands

(Continued)

There is an ecclesia in Invercargill of over twenty mem
bers, and many are interested. The Campbellites (as we know
them) are a large body, and friendly. The arrangements made
by the brethren in connection with my visit were announced
in their meeting.

As my stay was to be a short one, only one lecture was
arranged for: the brethren intending me to have as much rest
as possible.

On the evening of my arrival, there was a meeting of the
brethren and sisters in brother Mackay's house, at which
brother Mackay presided, and gave me formal welcome in an
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address, to which I responded, sitting, in a speech of some
length.

My speech referred, in the first place, to the possibility of
my becoming a periodical visitor to the Colonies, under an
arrangement of financial relief which was being promoted in
certain Colonial quarters: and, secondly, to the moral aims
associated with the Truth, which I regretted were not dis
tinctly enough recognised by many who embraced the Truth.
I strongly pointed out that the Truth of Christ would in the
end be of no benefit without the spirit and character of Christ.

* . * *
Thursday, March 5th-The lecture arranged for was tonight

in the Theatre, on the subject of Christ in his first and second
advents. There was a large audience, in a very expectant and
attentive mood: due, doubtless, to the interest always felt in a
stranger from a distance, and to the additional interest cre
ated by the circulation of Christendom Astray and other works
in the Colonies. Brother Mackay presided, and brother Moseley
assisted. I was enabled to do my duty in an address lasting
over an hour and a quarter, and received a close and attentive
hearing.

There were complaints of the shortness of my address. Some
said they could have sat all night; others said they had no idea I
had spoken an hour and twenty minutes, and were surprised
when I sat down . This was better than the other way. As a rule,
people are thankful when a religious discourse of more than forty
minutes is ended. Brother Mackay afterwards said: "That one
lecture has don e a vast amount of good. Ithas dispelled prejudice
from many minds. A great many had some degree of acquaint
ance with Christadelphian doctrines, but they had no idea that
Christadelphianism was such a spiritual and earnest thing ."

The papers next day spoke favourably of the lecture, but
did not attempt to report it. I was glad of this. Not knowing
the Truth, they are not able to report it, and generally make a
sad muddle when they attempt it.

Brethren were present from divers parts, and expressed
their great pleasure. Brother Mackay said the old fire was not
dead. No, indeed! How could it. The materials on which it is
fed do not admit of its going out. Rather must it glow with a
fiercer if more regulated heat. It is all a question of physical
vigour, which God is giving back.
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The testimony of "the gospels" to Christ is TRUE: there
fore enthusiasm cannot die: for Christ lives, and everything
comes out of that: the signs of the times: the glory of the
coming kingdom: and life for ever more in a perfect state.
"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast and unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, holding fast to the
confidence and rejoicing of the hope to the end. " Our labour is
not in vain, though it may often seem so.

* * *
Friday, March 6th-Devoted the morning to reading.
In the afternoon was driven out by the aforesaid "brother

John Brown," with whom I felt the double tie of Scottish kin
ship and Israelitish adoption. Brother Brown is rough and
blunt, but true. He has a tender place for the Bible, yet a
Scotch heartiness that shakes him to the bottom of the dia
phragm when the spark is struck by Scottish steel.

He came out as a lad from Scotland 40 years ago, and has
got largely in to the wool exporting business, from which, how
ever, he proposes disentanglement as soon as possible, that he
may give himself more thoroughly to the work of preparation
for that meeting of the Lord at the judgment-sea t which awaits
us all.

He has been many years in the Truth. He was the first to
embrace it in New Zealand, at the hands of ''Jock Graham,"
the eccentric post-messenger of Dunedin, who had got hold of
a copy of Twelve Lectures and gave it to him to read, at the
close of a tumultuous meeting, at which Jock vainly endeav
oured to get a hearing for the Truth.

Many have professed the Truth since then up and down
New Zealand: but the profession has been mixed with
unlovelinesses which do not belong to it, but which have stum
bled some.

Brother Brown desires to "redeem" the remaining time
in which he will have the approbation and good will of every
true servant of Christ. Spent the evening in pleasant inter
course with brother Mackay's delightful family.

* * *
Saturday, March 7th-Left Invercargill by train for Riverton

about four o'clock, but having to return for embarkation at
the Bluff on Tuesday, I did not feel we were parting just yet.

I arrived at Riverton about six o'clock, and was met by
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brother William Roberts and brother Moseley, who had pre
ceded me, and several other brethren whom I had seen at the
Invercargill meeting.

Riverton is no great size of a place (numbering under 1,000
inhabitants): but it is a neat, clean-looking hamlet or village
("township," they call it in the Colonies), nestling by the sea
side, up an estuary, under the protection of a bluff that runs
out on the west side. It stands on both sides of the estuary,
connected by a long substantial wooden bridge, which carries
the railway, as well as being a capital bridge for passengers
and horse con veyances. There are wide views of water and
land on all sides and mountains in the distance inland.

There is an ecclesia of over 20 brethren and sisters in this
quiet and remote corner of the earth. The Truth entered about
30 years ago . The mediurn was a harbour official of some kind,
to whom a sister Percy, at Port Chalmers (I think) had sent a
copy of Twelve Lectures.

This harbour official did nothing practical with the book
himself but he handed it to a zealous Wesleyan, who was try
ing to convert him.

This zealous Wesleyan was greatly angered by the book,
and set to work to confu te it , which he thought would be an
easy thing. But he found it too strong for him. He says that
every argument he brought forward against it melted out of
his hand like dry sand, and at last, he was obliged to give in .

One old lady burnt the book, that it might do no more
mischief; "but, " says the zealous Wesleyan , "by this time, we
knew where to get it, and the burning did not matter. It rather
increased the desire to have it. "

So the zealous Wesleyan set to work among his neighbours,
and in a short time wrought the same conviction in a number
of them that had been created in himself. The result was that
eleven were immersed in the estuary in one day.

The event created great excitement in a sparsely-peopled
neighbourhood like Riverton. There was a great muster of
spectators, and much derision.

Since then, while others have joined them in faith and obe
dience, some have left both the neighbourhood and the faith;
but some have proved steadfast till the present moment.

The zealous Wesleyan was our (now) brother William
Rob erts, who is known and respected throughout the district,
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though considered somewhat of a religious crank by those
who do not understand.

He has a large family-some of whom are in the faith . He
asked me to "Say to sister Roberts that you broke bread at
Riverton , with three brother Robertses and three sister
Robertses, the result of the leaven of the Truth introduced 30
years ago."

In the evening, there was a muster of brethren and sisters
at brother Roberts' for social intercourse. I stayed under his
hospitable roof.

* * *
Sunday, March 8th-Bread was broken in a hall in the cen

tre of the town. I did not address the meeting, because the
mistake had been made of fixing the lecture for the after
noon , and I knew that, in my present state of health, if I
spoke in the morning, I should not be able for my work in the
afternoon.

The place was filled to overflowing, and the building, being
an old chapel whose windows were nailed up, we could not
have proper ventilation. The consequences were distressing
to several of the audience, whom I made the mistake of sup
posing to be the victims of theological disgust, as they walked
out of the building.

However, many were able to sit the lecture out and ex
pressed themselves as greatly delighted. The subject was, "The
nature of Salvation."

In the evening I went, by brother More's invitation, to
spend the night at his house, about a mile out of town, at the
water's edge.

He has lived there for 40 years, close to a sawmill, by which
he earns an honest living for himself and large family. The
sawmill, saws the logs obtained from the neighbouring bush,
and supplies the dressed timber to local builders, and some
times sends shiploads of it to Dunedin by the little steamers
that come up the estuary to a wooden wharf erected below
the footbridge before spoken of.

He has done well in his time, but, like some others, has
been despoiled by misfortunes: yet survives and floats, for
which there is cause of thanksgiving.

At his house, met an honest Aberdonian and his wife, at
one time in association with the brethren, but unable to ac
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cept the doctrine that the judgment-seat of Christ is the dis
pensation of life or death to those appearing before it. Had
some bootless conver sat ion on this topic.

* * *
Monday, March 9th-The brethren had a picnic at the neigh

bouring sea-coast, but, as I had to lecture at night, I was obliged
to stay away, so that I might conserve electr ic force for the
evening's efforts. I gave myself to writing instead.

After tea time I returned, by arrangement, to brother
Roberts' house, where there had been several arrivals from
Invercargill for the evening's lecture: brother Mackay, brother
John Brown, sister Mackay, sister Moseley, and others from
other parts. The lecture was given in a different building from
the one occupied on Sunday, namely, th e Oddfellows' Hall
the largest public building in Riverton. Here we had ventila
tion and twice as much sitting space , and a much larger audi
ence.

The subject was , "The Present Disturbed State of the World
considered from a Bible point of view."

The attention was profound. The editor of the local paper
was present, as he had also been at the Sunday meeting. He
was reported to be wonderfully pleased. Should a report worth
re-publishing appear (as the brethren expect) I will insert it
afterwards.

* * *
Tuesday, March 10th-My work in New Zealand being now

done, nothing remained but to embark at "The Bluff" for Tas
mania. To do this I had to return to Invercargill, which I did
by the 8.30 train, accompanied by the various friends named
above: two of whom had to go back to Dunedin and two to
Balclutha.

All were strongly desirous that I should remain a week longer
for rest, but engagements ahead prevented.

Having a few hours in Invercargill, I returned by arrange
ment to the house of brother Mackay, and completed prepara
tions for the voyage. Then, at 1.45 I took the train at
Invercargill for The Bluff, 20 miles distant, whence the steamer
for Hobart (Tasmania) was to start. It was a windy day and
cold , in consideration of which I rather begrudged the some
what numerous escort of friends that came to The Bluff along
with me, "determined," as they said, "to see the last of me."
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It is so easy, under such circumstances, to "catch a chill."
We were not only exposed on a breezy wharf, but we had actu
ally to wait more than two hours before the steamer was due
to start. Most of this time we spent on board the bustling
steamboat, but still without protection which some of the
weaker ones ought to have had. I sincerely hope no harm was
taken.

The steamer was the Mararoa: a fine vessel of 3,000 tons,
equal to some Atlantic liners .

I would have felt more pain at parting, if there had not
been rather more than the ghost of a chance that I would see
them again before very long. I was assured that my visit had
been a source of great spiritual strength, which was a great
comfort to me. (To be continued, God willing)

Every Man Perfect In Christ]esus
ByBROTHERG.V.GROWCOTT

(Continued)

Are we sufficiently impressed with the urgency of this tireless
search for the hidden wisdom of God? How much time do we devote
each day to this search?-or are we just too busy with perishing
things?

Do these instructions just mean attending the meetings and
doing the readings, or do they mean much more-something
very special-even the complete dedication ofa lifelong seeking
to draw ever closer to the mind ofGod? We believe this is what
is meant, and this is what will be expected.

"I am with you in spirit, joying and beholding your order
(your mutual godly discipline and harmony)and the stead
fastness ofyour faith" (Col. 2:5).

"Order"isa very beautiful thing, provided itisnotjuststiffand
mechanical , but is based on a free and essential harmony and
oneness of mind and purpose. All God 's works, from smallest to
greatest, manifest the beauty and wisdom oforder. Disorder and
confusion are incompatible with godliness.

"As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk
ye in him" (v, 6).

Ifye have taken on Christ-recognized him as the only way of
life-then take care to continue to walk within him. There is a
certain area ofconduct that is described as "IN Christ"-acertain
frame of mind-a certain course of action-a certain range of
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thought and interest. Other than thisisoutofChrist. Christ is the
covering, so any activity outside this narrow path that is in him is
described as "walking naked and in shame. " That is how God
regards it.

"Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain
deceit, after the traditions ofmen, and not after Christ" (v. 8).
It is almost inevitable that we shall be influenced by the

thinking ofthe world. The world pu ts on such an imposing show
of knowledge and learning in its science and education. Much ,
of course, of what it teaches is true. This is where the great
difficulty arises, for theory andpresumption and the thinking of
the flesh are so inseparably mixed with fact in all the world's
educational system.

"Philosophy and vain deceit"-subtle reasoning and plausible
arguments. He bids us beware of the thinking of the natural mind.
The human mind unaided has not the capacity for sound reason.
Apart from direct divine guidance and revelation there is no
restraint to the foolishness the most respectable intellect will
accept.

The Scriptures are very strong in their warnings against the
deceptions of the world's wisdom, teaching us that the only safety
is measuring everything by the rule of Christ-

"In him dwelleth all the fullness ofthe Godheadbodily" (v . 9).
This term "Godhead" does not carry a very clear meaning. It

is used by the churches of the world for the Trinity, and therefore
many thoughtlessly take this to teach the Trinity, but the word
really means that which is related to God.All thatisgodly-all that
God is--dwells in Christ. God is manifested in him in perfection.

It is God's purpose and desire to be manifested in perfection in
a multitude. This is the essence of His eternal plan. Christ is the
Head of that multitude-the Forerunner and perfect Example
the great Pattern for all to follow. "And ye are complete in him"
(v. 10). Literally this is: "Ye are FILLED FULL"-the whole
thoughtis-

"In him is the FULL manifestationofGod,andyeare FILLED
FULL IN HIM."

He is the reservoir and medium of transmission. He is the
golden bowl of the Zechariah lampstand, containing and trans
mitting the golden Spirit oil to the seven-fold ecclssial lamp.

"B uried WITH HIM in baptism, wherein ye are also risen
WITH HIM" (v. 12).
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How beautiful a symbol baptism is of the complete change
effected by the union with Christ-ofthe death to all the old, and
a birth to newness oflife completely and safely in him-

"You being DEAD in yoursinsand the uncircumcision ofyour
flesh, hath He quickened together WITH HIM" (v, 13).

In ournatural state we are dead--dead in sins, and dead in our
Gentile separation from the Abrahamic covenant which is the
keystone of the world's destiny. As we look out upon the sea of
humanity-all are dead in God's sight----a vast multitude ofdead.

We must get the scriptural viewpoint; we must see them in
this light; we must be constantly aware of the complete
separation ofour position asmadealive in Christ-not in pride
but in the deepest humility ofconstant self-examination ;not in
indifference, but in deepest sympathy and benevolent desire.

"Having forgiven you ALL trespasses" (v. 13).
In Christ, all is washed away. How infini te is the graciousness

of God! How free and unrestrained the operation of His mercy
nothing measured or meted out, but boundless forgiveness! We
must be the same. We dare not be small and calculating like the
petty little hoarders of the world.

"Having forgivenyouALLtrespasses."
-having swept them all away with one glorious motion of
transcendent love . Can we give less than everything in return?
Can we give limited service in return for such unlimited grace?

"Blotting out the handwriting ofordinances that was against
us" (v. 14).

The handwriting ofordinances was the La w ofMoses-notjust
the Law of Moses as such, but that Law as it stood for all "Thou
shalt" and "Thou shalt not" ordinances.

The Colossians were in danger of slipping back in to a religion
of ordinances, living under the rule of "Thou shalt not. " They
forgot that the purpose of the Law was to bring all flesh under
condenmation-to show all men that it is impossible for them to
earn life on their own merits by obedience toa law-because ofthe
weaknessofthe flesh. The better the La w, the more impossible the
obedience.

Law is a schoolmaster-a ''pedagog''-a "child-leader"-to
bring us to Christ-to lead the Jewish nation, to lead mankind, to
lead every individual-up to Christ.

How vividly this principle is manifested in the growth of
children! When we have completed the slow, painful, but glorious
Berean 2014 53



transition from the rule ofLaw to the rule ofLove, then we have
finally reached maturity and manhood-the full stature of the
perfect man in Christ Jesus.

That is the great lesson Paul is teaching here. "Thou shalt"
mustgive placeto "Ifyeloveme."All the "Thou shalt's "werenailed
to the cross-e-all the hopelessness of man 's weakness and failure .

"Having spoiled-the word means 'stripped' 'laid bare'
principalitiesandpowers (governments and authorities)" (v.
15).
Having laid bare--exposed-the powerlessness of the rule of

la w to lead man to life-having shown it to be but a ministration
ofdeath to teach men humility-hetriumphedoveritinHim
in God :not Jesus aloneasa man , but God in Christ reconciling
the world unto Himself.

"Let no man thereforejudgeyou in meat, drink, holy day, new
moon, sabbaths-which areashadow ofthings tocome,butthe
body is ofChrist" (vs. 16, 17).

Paul ,of course, is speakingof the Law of Moses ,but the lesson
is just as vital for us . We cannot find life by a rule of external
regulations-the flesh hasn't the power to do it, and ifit could it
still would not change the character. Itmust be "Ifye loveme " or
nothing. Nothing else has the power of spiritual transformation.

"Ifye do NOT love me (Chri st )" there is no point in trying to
be good just because you love yourself. We can only attain to life
through Christ, by love.

"L et no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary
humility and worshipping ofangels " (v . 18 ).

Inventing forms and objects and methods of worship has
always been a great religious danger. "Voluntary humility"
includes everythingwe self-pleasinglyimpose upon ourselves and
others that is not part of the basic simplicity in Christ.

Our one great duty in Christ is the overcoming and complete
transformingofourcharacter,butourna tural tendency is to seek
an easy satisfaction in self-imposed tasks which cater to the pride
of humility but do not touch the basic problems of real character.

"And NOT HOLDING THE HEAD from which all the body
by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and
knit together, INCREASETH WITH THE INCREASE OF
GOD" (v . 19 ).
All theBody, from the Head. increosetli with theincreoseof'God!

Whata beautiful treasury of truth is contained in thatverse!How
fitting is this divine symbol of the people of God as One Body all
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harmoniously knit together in One Perfect Man-all parts in ter
dependent, with the unifying power of life and health freely
coursing through the whole, all acting in perfect conformity with
the will and guidance of the Head!

How wonderfully this teaches us of our dependence upon one
another, and above all, upon Christ!-

". .. the HEAD, FROM, WHICH all the body increaseth with
the increase ofGod. "

Modern versions have rendered this in all sorts of ways in an
attemptto bringout the meaning better,butnone seem to express
it as well as the common version.

Are we, brethren and sisters, parts of this glorious body
inseparablybound up with Christ in all our thoughts and actions
constantly increasing with the increase ofGod?

"Wherefore, ifyebedead with Christ from the rudiments ofthe
world, why as though living in the world are ye subject to
ordinances, as: 'Touch not, taste not, handle not '?" (vs. 20,21).

Why do you act like ordinary people-why do you depend on
the old, useless methods of self-discipline when you have-by
union with Christ-completely died to all such things, and
taken on a completely new way ofrighteousness as part ofhim.

"Which are toperish with the using" (v . 22).
Thatis, they are notmatters ofeternal value; they donot affect

the basic issues ofgodliness and holiness. Theordinancesof the La w
were shadows ofthe true-the cleanlinesses ofthe Law were types
ofthe true cleanliness ofthe heart-the sacrifices ofthe Law were
symbols ofthe true livingsacrifice that the love of Christ requires.

Ofthemselves they all accomplished nothing bu t the teaching
oflessons and pointing to what must be done to the character and
life. External regulations and ordinances do not godeep enough
they do not transform the heart.

"Which thingsindeedhaveaSHOWofwisdom in will worship
and humility and neglecting ofthe body " (v, 23) .

We think of Paul's words (1 Cor. 13:3)-
"Though Igive all mygoods to feed the poor, and though I give
my body to beburned, and have not LOVE, I am NOTHING. "

How easy to be self-deceived! How easy to create in man's
sight an impression of godliness and self-sacrifice when actually
in God's sightit is all a self-gratifying form offleshly pride. Truly
the heart of man is "deceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked!" (Jer. 17:9).
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How great the need for constant self-examination, constant
searching of the Word, constant prayer for deliverance from the
deceptiveness of our own hearts!

"Not in any honor (but) to the satisfying of the flesh" (v. 23).
A comma after "honor" would make the sense clearer, or the

insertion of "but," as indicated. All these self-pleasing labors and
devotions have no divine honor or virtue, but are simply to the
satisfying of the pride of the flesh .

Instead of mortifying the flesh and really improving the
character, they are actually pleasing the flesh , as when men-in
violation of God 's law-seek worldly wisdom and worldly wealth
on the plea of desiring to "use it in God 's service."

"Ifthenye be risen with Christ, seeh those things which are
above . . . for ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in
God" (Col. 3 :1, 3).
All the affections of the True Bride of Christ are fixed on the

things of God, on her glorious Bridegroom, and on their future,
eternal joys together.

Present things hold no interest for her, except as they are
related to the divine purpose. No true brother of Christ can have
his heart in anypresent things-they are all but passing shadows
of the night. Verse 5-

"Mortify therefore your members which are upon earth "
-mortify-put to death-all that is earthy in you . We notice
that among other earthy things, he mentions one that is
universal in the flesh-covetousness-greed-the desire to have-
the universal urge to possess desirable things.

What is wrong with that? Just this: any attachment to earthy
things is to that extent a hindrance to affection for heavenly things.
Covetousness is, therefore, one of the greatest and commonest
stumblingblocks to godliness. Covetousness-the desire to have
and enjoy the nice things of the world-pulls the heart down and
shackles it to the earth, dimming and obscuring the joy and glory
and keen desire for the future. It is, in its very essence, the very
opposite of self-denying godliness.

"Ye have put offthe old man with his deeds, and haveput on
the new man, which is renewed in hnoioledge after the image
ofHim Who created him" (Col. 3 :9, 10).
"Renewed in knowledge"-
"This is life eternal, that they might KNOW Thee , the only
true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thouhastsent" (Jn.17:3 ).
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Do we truly know God and Christ? To know in this sense is to
be united with Him in harmonious understanding-to be of one
mind, and interest, and character.

Wedonotknow God when we are interested in passing, worldly
things. To know God wemustkeep ourminds seton the things that
God is interested in, as He has revealed them to us in His Word.

"Renewed in KNOWLEDGE." The natural man is based on
ignorance-a creature of darkness, influenced only by natural
things. But the new man is built on knowledge and light. He is
instructed in the wisdom that is from above. By the light of the
Word, lovingly and constantly studied, his mind is drawn upward
to restin heavenly things, and his character is made gen tle and pure
after the example of Christ. (To be continued, God willing)

Sing Unto God, Ye Kingdoms Of The Earth!
(Continued)

Psalm 68:1O-"Thy congregation (Livin g Ones) hath dwelt
therein. Thou 0 God hast prepared of Thy goodness for the
poor."

The term here for 'congregation' (chai) is not the regular
word that is so translated. It means (as will doubtless be recog
nized) 'alive, life, or living creatures.' It is the word used in the
early chapters of Ezekiel that is translated 'Living Creatures.'
These are the Cherubim: those who are spiritually full oflife. To
be alive implies activity, doing something constructive, comfort
ing, encouraging, building up the Household of Faith. The Cheru
bim, to be living and to meri t their name, must be full of zeal and
enthusiasm for the Truth and its work. It must be all their pleas
ure and consuming desire. Otherwise we are not Living Crea
tures, but mere vegetables, in any spiritual sense. Are we striv
ing to be a fitting part of these glorious Cherubim, this great
Congregation of Life for whom God is preparing all His good
ness?

* * *
V. ll-"The Lord gave the word: great was the company of
those that published it. "

Today, God has given His Word in the Scriptures, and it is
our individual duty-be we brethren or sisters-to teach it to
others, to 'publish it .' It is our position to let our light shine, so
that all may see that we are a separate and holy people , and have
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a message of joy for mankind that we give evidence ofour belief
in by our own holy and unworldly conduct.

But this verse mainly points forward to the future, when
Christ issues the command to go forth and teach the nations:
the proclamation of the Everlasting Gospel (Rev. 14:6). When he
gives the word, a great and immortal host will publish the invi
tation to give allegiance unto Christ, and forsake the deceptive
wine of the Mother of Harlots (Rev. 18:3 ).

Throughout these verses, we are given glimpses of what life
will be like in the Kingdom for those who attain to it; and are
shown the work in store for the Saints who are redeemed: God's
'Holy Ones'.

V. 13-"Though ye have lain among the pots yet shallye be as
the wings ofa dove covered with silver, and her feathers with
yellow gold. "

Again, we see another vivid contrast: the contrast between
degradation and servitude-the common earthenware pots (or
perhaps even the cast-off, broken potsherds of refuse)-and the
free , joyful soaring of a beautiful Spirit-dove with wings of Re
dernption-c-'silver and feathers of Faith-gold. The one speaks of
weakness, lowness, mortality, death and destruction: the other
of divinely-provided Redemption (silver) through a tried and
purified Faith (gold).

In this verse, too, we see the dove aspect of peace and re
demption. Although we have lain, and do lay, among the pots
and potsherds of the earth, yet our potential destiny is spiritual
and divine. God in love has given us the opportunity for eternal
peace and everlasting life.

Now, as spiritual Israel living in these last days, among the
pots but not of them, we must not let the glorious picture of the
Dove, the Silver, and the Gold, grow dim. If we remain faithful
to our holy calling, we shall be of the dove class, of pure silver
and gold, purified from all dross, not earthen vessels but pre
cious metal, vessels of honor.

* * *

*'"*

V. 15-16-"The hill ofGod is as the hill ofBashan; an high
hill as the hill ofBashan. Why leap ye, ye high hills? This is
the hill which God desireth to dwell in . Yea, the Lord will
dwell in it for ever. "

'Bashan' appears to refer to Mt. Hermon which is on Bashan's
Berean 201458



border, and is the highest mountain in the Promised Land. It
seems to refer here to the proud and lofty, looking down upon
the lowly Land. The Bashanites were giants. 'Bulls of Bashan '
were fierce enemies.

But this is to be changed when Zion is exalted above the hills,
for it is now-lowly Zion which is the hill of the Lord, the holy hill
of righteousness, and upon which God 's Temple will be built. To
dwell upon this hill and to be a part of the service and worship of
God should be all our desire. Everything we do, every day, should
be centered around this one supreme and foremost goal.

And, as we know, Zion, is to be 'lifted up' above the hills: both
figuratively and literally, as the prophets reveal (Isa . 2:2; Zech.
14:10) ,

* * *
V. 17-"The chariots of God (are) twenty thousand, (even )
thousands ofangels: the Lord (is) among them, (as in) Sinai,
in the Holy (place)."

If we remove the translator-added italics of this verse (as
bro. Thomas suggests), we see that Sinai is to be the Holy Place
of judgment and national assembly. Just as Sinai was used in the
past, so it will be used in the future. This is the place where
Christ will manifest himself with 1000s of angels. All the respon
sible living and dead will come to this great gathering to meet
the Lord and his angelic host. The angels will no doubt be the
arrangers and executors of all the details of the judgment, and
the care of the assembled multitudes. And at the event's trium
phant climax they will rejoice and sing praises with the Redeemed.

Assembled perhaps in a similar way to Israel, one by one they
pass before the Lord Jesus, and each hears one or the other of
the two verdicts: "Come,ye blessed!" or "Depart,ye cursed!" They
form two companies: one on the right hand, and one on the left.
On the right hand, in the 'twinkling of an eye,' all are made like
unto the angels, and a mighty Song of Rejoicing will ascend. On
the left hand, they are sent away into the area of Europe (the
pre-Millennial 'Lake of Fire '), destitute and hopeless, with no
place to go, to suffer the dreadful judgments to be poured out
there upon the Imperial Beast and the Papal False Prophet. There
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, much frantic 'repentance'
and petition for forgiveness: but all in vain-it is too late.

* * *
V. 18-"Thou hast ascended on high; thou hast led captivity
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captive, thou hast received gifts for men. Yea, for the rebel
lious also that the Lord God might dwell among them. "

Throughout this Psalm, as in all Scripture, our minds are
continually directed to Christ, as the Pivot of the Plan and the
Source of Salvation. We see him in the Eden-Covering, the Noah
Ark, the Isaac-Sacrifice and Resurrection, the Joseph-Redeemer,
the Moses-Lawgiver, and many, many others. In Exodus we see
him as the slain Passover Lamb, and the whole multitudinous
ordinance of sacrifice that typically sheltered Israel from failure
to keep the impossible perfection of the Law.

Here we see him ascended to heaven in the triumph of his
victory over Sin and Death, as Priestly Intercessor for his peo
ple, to return with gifts ofSpirit and of Power. These are Spirit
gifts that will be given only to the righteous who have overcome.
But the rebellious nations--mankind in general-once God's judg
ments have humbled them and taught them righteousness and
holiness, will enjoy the promised Abrahamic blessings that God
has reserved for them. Christ will, by Millennial education and
transformation, bring the great gifts of God to the nations 'that
Yahweh-Elohim might dwell among them' and wipe all tears from
their eyes forever, according to the gracious promise and proph
ecy of Rev. 21 :3-4. Paul applies this (v. 18) to Christ, in Eph. 4:8.

(To be continued, God wiLLing)

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy
PERPLEXITY FOR THE WORLD, SIGNS FOR THE SAINTS

In an era of constant turmoil and changing political
tides which perplex the wise of the world, current events
provide a few individuals with a continual reassurance
that the purpose of God stands sure. Yahweh's prophetic
word forms the basis of their view of world events, and
when fog obscures one part of their view, they are not
disappointed when they turn in another direction to see
what else their vantage point reveals.

While Russia organizes and executes its plans for the
Winter Olympics, and its political objectives are momen
tarily diminished from sight while it puts on a show for
the world, events of great interest continue apace in the
Middle East. We know from Eze. 38:13 that Tarshish-Brit
ain-and the young lions and merchant powers developed
under the shadow of her wings, have very much to do with
the unfolding of events of the latter days-when Russia's
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amalgamated army will combat with the Tarshish collec
tive for dominion of the Middle East, just before the four
chariots of Christ's army will ride forth between these two
mountains of brass (Zech. 6: 1).

It is evident from the tone of Ezekiel's words-<~rtthou
come to take a spoil? Hast thou gathered thy company to
take a prey?"-that the Tarshish powers, the southern
mountain, will be in the defensive position-that is, that
they will view the area of Israel as their land to protect.
History speaks of a perpetual link of Israel to the modern
Tarshish powers, from a time stretching through WWI
when Allenby led the British Empire's Egyptian Expedi
tionary Force in the conquest of Palestine, capturing
Beersheba, Jaffa and Jerusalem-through WWII, when Jew
ish persecution led to the establishment of Israel as a na
tion-through today, when Western influence stands heavily
in Israel's favour against an onslaught of anti-Semitic dis
pleasure ranging from Iran to the UN.
A YOUNG LION OF TARSHISH STANDING WITH ISRAEL

Soon, according to the picture in Ezekiel and Zechariah,
Tarshish powers will be battling in defense of the land
that dwelled in safety under their collective protection.

And it is on this note that we see with pleasure the very
strong stand that Canada, a British dominion, has made
with Israel-

Prime Minister Stephen Harper spoke fiercely in defence of
Israel, accusing critics of anti-Semitism, [and] vowing to stand
with the country.

"Through fire and water, Canada will stand with you," Har
per said in closing his speech to Israel's parliament.

In his speech, Harper spoke of the long ties between the two
countries, and said Israel and Canada share the same demo
cratic values.

Harper accused Israel's Western critics of moral relativism
and said they single out Israel "to go along to get along." He
addressed critics of his government's foreign policy, who have
called it unsophisticated and simplistic.

"Such 'going along to get along,' is not a 'balanced ' approach,
nor a 'sophis ticated ' one; it is, quite simply, weak and wrong,"
Harper said.

Harper argued it's within moral relativism that "the seeds
of much more sinister notions can be easily planted."

''A state, based on freedom, democracy and the rule of law,
that was founded so Jews can flourish as Jews, and seek shelter
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from the shadow of the worst racist experiment in history," he
said.

"That is condemned, and that condemnation is masked in
the language of anti-racism. It is nothing short of sickening."

Harper allowed that criticism of Israeli government policy
isn't in and of itself "necessarily anti-Semitic."

"But what else can we call criticism that selectively con
demns only the Jewish state and effectively denies its right to
defend itself while systematically ignoring-or excusing-the
violence and oppression all around it?"

"This is the face of the new anti-Semitism. It targets the
Jewish people by targeting Israel and attempts to make the
old bigotry acceptable for a new generation."

Canada will defend Israel's right to exist, Harper said, be
cause Jewish people deserve their own homeland after genera
tions of persecution.

Jewish people "deserve to live safely and peacefully in that
homeland," he said.

He acknowledged Canada turned away Jewish refugees in
the 1930s, but said Canada has consistently chosen to stand
with others who oppose injustice.

Harper said Israel is in a tough place, condemned for de
fending itself but facing the consequences ifthe country doesn't
act.

''And that consequence will be final, your destruction," he
said.

"Many of the hostile forces Israel faces are faced by all west
ern nations," Harper added.

"And Israel faces them for many of the same reasons we
face them. You just happen to be a lot closer to them."

It 's easier to scapegoat Israel than to emulate its success,
Harper said.

"It is easier to foster resentment and hatred of Israel's de
mocracy than it is to provide the same rights and freedoms to
their own people."

Canada and Israel's militaries also work together to share
information and technology, he said.

Harper said nearly 350,000 Canadians "share with [Israel]
their heritage and their faith."

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Israelis
deeply appreciate Harper's steadfast support.

"Welcome to Israel , dear friend," Netanyahu said ahead of
Harper's speech.-CBC, 1/14
62 Berean 2014



The Canadian Prime Minister spoke a number of times
about democracy, which, with merchant capitalism, forms
the ostensible root of the strong link between the West
and Israel. In reality, however, it is the hand of God that
directs the nations to their position in the latter days, and
a clash of powers from which the nations will be unable
to extricate themselves.
MOAB SHAPED TO BECOME A REFUGE

Israel, however, is also making strong connections in
another direction, which is exactly what is anticipated.

Dr. Thomas, in his unfinished Bible Dictionary, wrote
concerning the conflict between the Gogian (Babylonish)
Host and the Tarshish Lions. Speaking first of the resus
citated power of Babylon, he said-

"These, however, are but the hosts of the one side of
the contest, to which there must be opposed an enemy
sufficiently powerful and multitudinous to necessitate so
mighty an effort on the part of Babylon. This power is not
designated in the Apocalypse, though it is named in Isaiah
and Ezekiel, and its geographical position is indicated by
Daniel. In Isaiah 16:3, 4, it is styled MOAB; because it will
occupy that country in the crisis before us. In chapter 18:1,
it is termed "a land shadowing wide, with wings extending
beyond to the rivers ofKhush (Tigris and Euphrates,) that
sendeth forth whirling things on vessels of fleetness upon
the waters;" and in chap. 34:7, it is symbolized by the Uni
corn.

"Ezekiel, in chapter38:13, styles this maritime Moabitish
Unicorn "Sheba and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarsh
ish, with all the young lions thereof." So that he adds the
Lion to the Unicorn and shows what other countries the
Lion and Unicorn power should possess.

Daniel indicates the power in the words, "but other
(countries) shall escape out of his (the king of the north's)
hand, Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of
Ammon," and points out its position in saying that the
king of the north shall be troubled by tidings out of the
east, and out of the north, and which shall cause them to
go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make
away many (Dan. 11:44).

Here, then, are Tarshish, Dedan, Sheba, Edom, Moab,
Ammon, Egypt for a time but not permanently (Dan. 11:42)
assigned to the Lion and Unicorn as the antagonists to
the Babylonish confederacy ... The dominion of the Lion
and Unicorn will extend over these countries, in addition
to those which are proper to it in the north. These, then,
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are the belligerents-Babylon of the one part, and the Lion
and Unicorn of the east and north, of the other-who, when
they put their hosts in motion for the conflict that must
inevitably ensue before the fall of Babylon the Great, will
move the world to arms. Armageddon is the crisis delin
eated for these" (Christadelphian, 1872, p. 549).

Moab was physically located in the south of modern-day
Jordan, to the east of the Dead Sea. Importantly, in the
words of the prophet Isaiah, the power extant in Moab at
the time of Gog's attack will protect the Jews during their
time of great tribulation: "Let mine outcasts dwell with
thee, Moab; be thou a covert to them from the face of the
spoiler" (Isa. 16:4). On this basis, we look for Jordan to be
a successful place of refuge for the Jews, while Egypt
(which will fall into the hands of Russia) will not. Tacti
cally, with Jerusalem under attack, the Jews could head
directly east across the top of the Dead Sea, and then south,
with the Sea thus creating a barrier for their protection.

In any case, we note with great interest how Jordan
draws closer and closer with both Israel and the West-

Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu made a brief and unan
nounced visit to Jordan to meet with King Abdullah on Jan.
16. After the prime minister arrived, Amman issued a state
ment saying the visit reflected the king's desire to make "tan
gible progress" on peace talks with the Palestinians and "pro
tects the interests of the Jordanian kingdom." Netanyahu's
spokesman gave a more vague description, saying the visit was
to discuss "economic cooperation between the two countries
and other regional matters."

There is little reason to expect much headway in negotia
tions over the peace process. However, there are less high-pro
file negotiations underway between Israel and Jordan over eco
nomic matters that carry much more strategic significance.

Israel is actively (and quietly) pursuing several deals with
Jordan that are designed to tether the Hashemite Kingdom to
Israel economically and thus improve their strategic relation
ship. Israel's Delek Group and Texas-based Noble Energy, both
of which have led Israel's efforts to develop offshore natural
gas reserves, are reportedly close to signing a 15-year contract
with the Amman-based Arab Potash Company. According to
the deal, Arab Potash would supply Israeli natural gas to a
potash facility in Jordan. A nine-mile natural gas pipeline would
be built across the Dead Sea, linking an Israeli chemical plant
to Arab Potash's facility on the Dead Sea shores. The project is
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slated for completion in 2016, though the timeline is subject
to revision.

Jordan's potash industry has suffered from water short
ages, but there is a plan to resolve that issue, too. Since 2002,
Israel, Jordan and the Palestinian National Authority have
been working on a water deal that was finally agreed upon in
December 2013. Under the deal, Israel will provide Amman
with 50 million cubic meters of fresh water per year from the
Sea of Galilee in northern Israel , and the Palestinian National
Authority in the West Bank will be able to buy 30 million
cubic meters of fresh water per year from the Sea of Galilee
and up to 20 million cubic meters per year from a desalination
plant in Aqaba. Israel will soon be putting out tenders for the
construction of the desalination plant in Aqaba, which will
sell potable water to Jordan and Israel, a project that is esti
mated to take about five years to complete. A pipeline to carry
the water from the desalination plant to the Dead Sea is also
part of the proposal.

These economic deals are critical to Israel's strategy of pre
serving its relationship with Jordan, currently the only neigh
bor willing to absorb the political risk of maintaining a coop
erative relationship with Israel. But the unrest that swept the
region in 2011 has added some urgency to the initiatives. One
of the biggest political casualties of the Egyptian unrest was a
natural gas pipeline that begins in EI Arish on the northern
rim of the Sinai Peninsula and connects to Ashkelon in Israel
via an underwater pipeline and to Aqaba in Jordan. This pipe
line has become a popular target for insurgent attacks. And
ever since details of the Israeli-Egyptian contract were leaked
they revealed that Cairo was selling Israel natural gas at a
preferential rate while Egyptians were struggling with natu
ral gas shortages at home-the pipeline has also been a major
point of controversy for Islamists who oppose the military
backed regime.

The Egyptian contract with Israel has been suspended in
definitely, and while Israel is relieved to see the military back
in control in Cairo, it knows the regime will still be on rocky
footing as it tries to quell ongoing unrest. Public displays of
cooperation with Israel, such as a deal to export Israeli natu
ral gas to Egypt, will not work in the regime's favor at this
sensitive political juncture.

Meanwhile, the Egyptian natural gas supply to Jordan has
been sporadic, now delivering around one-fifth of the contrac
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tual rate of 240 million cubic feet per day. Given Egypt's per
sistent natural gas shortages at home, Jordan cannot expect a
reliable energy supply from Egypt anytime soon.

Jordan's stressful energy situation is also of great concern
to Israel , which has a deep interest in the preservation of the
Hashemite regime. Israel is thus prioritizing Jordan as it plans
to export its excess natural gas. This is where politics trumps
commercial interests in Israeli policymaking. With the Tamar
field, which contains approximately 283 billion cubic meters
of recoverable reserves, now online, and the larger Leviathan
field, which contains 509 billion cubic meters of recoverable
reserves, slated to come online in 2017, Israel is moving ahead
with plans to become a natural gas exporter. The 15-year $2
billion natural gas contract proposal stipulates that Jordan
would receive the natural gas.

The Jordanian market pales in comparison to the burgeon
ing Asian markets, where high premiums are an extremely
tempting option for any rational energy producer. But Jordan
far noui remains the ideal business and political partner for
Israel in th e neighbarhoad.-Stratfor, 1/14
SETTING THE STAGE FOR THE FOUR CHARIOTS

We perceive, therefore, that the present trouble with
Egypt has a purpose, and that is to create a stronger bond
between Israel and the current occupant of Moab, which
land will eventually fall under the Tarshish-Egyptian Brass
Mountain Unicorn power in response to the movements of
the King of the North. Just as the Russian power will be
come known as Babylonian, so will Tarshish take on the
name of Moab.

In that day, an unexpected power represented by
Zechariah's four chariots will arise and begin to conquer.
Dr. Thomas wrote-

'The Four Chariots in motion are the "called, and faith
ful, and chosen," in company with the King of Kings, in
actual conflict with the nations of the earth-Apoc. 17:14;
and are seen in chap. 19:14, as "the armies in the heaven
following the Word of God upon white horses, who smites
the nations with the sword of his mouth, and rules them
with a rod of iron. They are the war-chariots of the Spirit
in the conflict of "the great day of God the universal Ruler".
They invade the north and the south, and then make their
expeditions into all other parts of the earth" (Eur. I , p.
77).

This is the prophetic word now unfolding before us.
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-
Let us therefore make ready, for the hour is nearly upon
us, when judgment shall begin at the house of God. And if
the righteous man is scarcely saved, the ungodly and sin
ner-where shall he appear?-T.C.

It is indeed true, that few are the days, and vain the strength,
and empty thejoys ofman.-R.R.

Ecc1esial News (Continued jrom page 38)

Hymn 52. His words were direct and to the point. This hymn
is one of praise and also one that reflects our innermost
longings and needs for closer communion with God. The more
we desire to become closer to God the more we will find peace
and rest in His ways . Jesus said, "These things have I spoken
unto you , that in me ye shall ha ve peace. In the world ye shall
have tr ibulation, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the
world" (I n . 16:33). Peace, repose, comes through Christ our
Redeemer.

The next address at 3 p.m., entitled "The Days are Quickly
Flying" (Hymn 182), was given by bro. Tim Calk (Houston,
TX, ecclesia). He pressed home the fact that our life passes
quickly. But we do have the opportunity to use the time given
to us aright in God's sight. Our waiting cannot be passive and
stagnant. It must be active and vibrant, always pressing "to
ward the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus" (P h il. 3:14). If we fight a good fight, if we conduct
ourselves in accordance with God's will, if we crucify the flesh,
if we work to keep our garment clean, then we will be able to
proclaim, "0 Day of Exaltation, 0 Day of God's Elect."

On Sunday morning at 10 a .m., for the address to the schol
ars, bro. Dayan Boyce (London ecclesia), spoke on Hymn 23,
"0 Children Hither Do Ye Come. " He drew attention to Psalm
34. These Psalms are poetic songs, using music to help as a tool
to remember important lessons. "Come hither" is a command
to separate ourselves from the world, and "the fear of the
Lord" is a command to approach God acceptably. The Psalm
describes the results of a fear of Yahweh (v. 12-14) , the rela
tionship which a fear of Yahweh establishes (v. 15-18), and the
rewards of a fear of Yahweh (v, 19-22).

For the Memorial Service, bro . Edward Williams (Water
ford ecclesia) exhorted on the words in Hymn 92, "0 Blessed
is the Man Who Knows the Joyful Sound." He outlined some
of the beautiful thoughts expressed in this hymn and of the
importance of always heeding the joyful sound of the Good
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News and Glad Tidings of the Kingdom of God. We are a part
of those who know the joyful sound, and now rejoice in the
hope of eternal life.

Our public Bible Lecture was entitled ''Jesus Shall Reign, "
based on the words of Hymn 171. Bro. Tim Clubb (London
ecclesia) lectured on this subject. He brought out many vital
and interesting current events in the world today. These things
tell us that world conditions today are what is written in God's
Word. The nations are in turmoil; the unrest through the
world; the signs of immorality in every country; terror and
despair filling the hearts and minds of all the inhabitants of
the world; as well as the movement of nations toward the
Middle East; all leading to the final conflict that leads to Christ
and the immortalized saints taking action against all nations.
When all is said and done then shall come to pass the subject
of the lecture, "Jesus Shall Reign."

At the end of the Sunday addresses, all the brethren and
sisters and scholars were invited to bro. Tim and sis. Carolyn
Clubb's home for refreshments and to do the remaining Daily
Bible Reading for the day. After discussion, a light meal was
served which gave all a time to visit and talk about the pre
cious Truth that is ours in these latter days.

On Monday, those who were able to stay longer, joined with
us in doing the Daily Readings, and having dinner together in
our ecc1esial hall. The opportunity to visit again was quite
comforting and certainly another blessing in this evil age.

Over the past couple of months, including the Fraternal
Gathering, we had the company and fellowship of bro. Ed
ward and sis Lori Williams of the Waterford ecclesia; sis Shir
ley Koyl (Burnet, TX ecclesia); sis Donna Crownover; bro. Ja
son and sis Sandra Clubb and bro. Isaac Clubb (Brownwood
TX ecclesia); bro. Dan Clubb (Carrollton, TX ecclesia) ; bro.
Tim Calk and sis . Jeannie Willis (Houston TX ecclesia); bro.
Pat Armstrong (Edmonton, AB ecclesia); and bro. Chris Stuart.
We are thankful for their attendance and participation, and
the addresses the brethren gave for the Gathering and after
ward.

We were pleased to have bro. Jason Clubb here for over two
months. His visit and limited participation in the meetings
was very much appreciated.

Again the Signs are encouraging as we prepare for the com
ing of the Master! Let us look up for our redemption draweth
nigh. We pray that it may be soon .

With much love from the brethren and sisters of the Lon
don ecclesia-bro. David Clubb
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One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Continued/rom page 72)

and 66:22; the era contemporary with the Kingdom of God ,
when His Son Jesus Christ our Lord shall sit upon the throne
of his father David as King of Israel, and Emperor of the world.
The Ages of Ages are the new heavens and earth spoken of by
John in Rev. 21: 1. They are also the third heavens, or paradise
in full development beheld by Paul in vision. The earth un
dergoes great changes at their introduction, for when estab
lished, there is "no more sea."
Then the end will come when the Son shall deliver up the
Kingdom to the Father, that God may be all and in all. From
the end th e Ages of the Ages take their rise, and things on
earth are changed no more.

(It is quite remarkable that bro. Thomas could so clearly see the events that
would unfold, not only in those things leading up to Christ's return, but also
the transisition from the Kingdom Age to the Age ofAges, the post·mlllennial
period. He shows us the purpose of God and the glorification of the earth
and its eternal inhabitants. How happy we are to see such things as reo
vealed in God's infallible Word of Truth).

* * *
ANOTHER article of bro. Thomas' was printed by bro. Roberts under the
title ot "Dr Thomas On the Treaty of Paris, 1860, When it was Signed." He
stated of that time--

The plenipotentiaries, or "demons" of the sin-powers, are said
to have signed a treaty of peace. In this the disciples of Mammon
rejoice greatly; and are screwing up their fiddles to their old
song "peace and safety."
The reader, however, who knows what God has revealed in the
Word, and who does not interpret it by the intelligence of the
last steamer (which would be to walk by sight and not by faith),
will not be thrown off his guard by such a syren melody.

* * *
THE fifth part of "The Ways of Providence" was based in part on the life ot
Jacob. As bro . Roberts stated-

The ways of Providence are more abundantly and clearly
illustrated in the case of Jacob, perhaps, than in that of either
Abraham or Isaac-not that the operations of Providence were
a wit more actual, frequent, or signal in the case of Jacob, but
that the in cidents of his life are more varied , and the record
more extensive; and therefore, the exhibition of God 's guiding
hand more manifest.
As in the case of Abraham and Isaac, so in the cast of Jacob,
there is a real element of open vision, and visible interposition,
in the shaping of his affairs; but, as in their case, so in his, the
present series of articles must leave such features out of
account, as the object is to bring into notice those points in
their case which may have a parallel in these days when, for a
season , open vision and visible interference are suspended.

* * *
THERE is an interesting item on the subject of "God Manifest in the Flesh, •
by Dr. Thomas daughter. She wrote--
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Many reflections, by inference and insinuation, have been cast
upon the doctrines we hold concerning the subject of the
manifestation of the One Eternal God in human nature.
These reflections have resulted from wrong impressions taken
up, which have been allowed to grow into firm convictions on
the part of those who cast them upon us, and those who have
received them.
"The manifestation of the One Invisible Eternal God in human
nature," has always been one of the fundamental elements of
the Gospel, as we have learned it according to the Apostle Paul.
"Divine unity, in plural manifestation," has been proved the
one grand basis of the "things concerning the Name of Jesus
Christ," the teaching concerning which has been so potent, in
our enlightenment, in regard to the foundation corner stone of
that glorious and fearful name, ''Yahweh Elohim."

From this point on, Dr. Thomas' daughter quoted from her father's writings
to show the plurality of God manifestation. She quoted in particular from
Phanerosis, page 13, 15, 18, 19. She added-

Without considering all the "strifes about words," which have
"dar k en ed counsel," we come to the "subject itself, " as
expressed in the well-known pamphlet, entitled Phanerosis,
which will probably express our views better than we can.

* * *
BRO. Roberts' "Sunday Morning Exhortation at the Birmingham Christade/
phian Ecclesia, No. 104,· was on the general view of the blessing of know
ing the Truth. Bro. Roberts' stated-

It is our undoubted privilege to be of the number of those who
know and believe the Truth. The value of this privilege 'will
principally be manifest when the Lord , returned to the earth,
shall proceed to the great and interesting work of making a
selection from among such as have known his name for the
everlasting and blessed association of the ages to come.
Who that has apprehended, and accepted, and made daily
companionship with "the glorious Gospel of the blessed God,"
does not feel that "godliness is profitable even for th e life that
now is? It may not be profitable as regards eligibility for "getting
on " among men; but, as regards those mental conditions that
make life desirable-as regards peace, satisfaction, hope, ration
al aim, friendship and purifying purpose-its profitableness is
beyond question, when it finds congenial soil.

* * *
AN article by bro. Roberts also appeared on the SUbject "Christ is Coming;
and How the Fact is Viewed by Various Sorts of People at the Present Time.·
The first section contained quotes from the religious world-some believ
ing in Christ's return and others not. It contained quotes from so-called
'rev's', as well as others. Bro. Roberts mentioned first-

There have been frequent public scares in past centuries on
the subject of "the end of the world" ...
The fact that Christ is coming, according to his promise, to fulfil
the glorious mission testified of him in the prophets, and
confirmed by the apostles, "with the Holy Spirit sent down from
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heaven," has always been the backbone of the hope set before
men in the Gospel.
It has been concealed and forgotten through the nullifing effect
of long-established Papal tradition, which the "Protestants"
have inherited. A few in all ages seem to have held fast to it. In
our day, it has re-emerged with a brilliant light, as an object of
general cognition though not of general faith. The fact is a token
of the approach of the event; for Jesus always alludes to the
watchful expectancy of disciples as a phenomenon preceding
its occurrence.

* * *
BRO. Roberts mentioned in his "Editorial" comments-

In this age of misunderstanding in relation to all divine things,
it is not wonderful to find the subject of peace misunderstood
as much as all the rest.
There is a Peace Society; it thinks to bring about peace by the
consent and co-operation of sinful men, notwithstanding that
the Bible reveals, 1st, that peace among sinners is divinely
made an impossibility, and, 2nd, that it is reserved to Christ at
his second coming to establish peace by war, coercing the world
into submission by judgment, and blessing them with divine
laws under a single government and that his own.

* * *
BIBLE Lectures (135 Years Ago)-

"What Must We Do in Order to Please God?"
"The Deity and Personality of the Holy Spirit"
"Christ's Command to Watch for His Second Coming"
"The Doctrine of the Trinity Incompatible with Reason and

Scripture"
"The New Relation of Russia and Britain in the East; the
Coming Entanglement and the End of it"

"The Midnight Watchers for the Absent Bridegroom"

January Answers-"Match Place With Meaning"

I
~

1. Ed-Witness
2. Ben-8on
3. Beth-House
4. Aion-Age, course
5. Raca-Vain fellow
6. Elpis-Hope
7. Abba-Father
8. Pistis-Faith, belief
9. Sheol-Grave (H)

10. Bapto-Dip
11. Christ-Anointed (G)
12. Hades-Grave (G)
13. Logos-Word
14. Phileo-Love
15. Agape-Love
16. Berith-Covenant
17. Ruach-Breath wind/spirit (H)
18. Manna-What is it
19. Psuche--Soul, life (G)
20. Cephas-Stone
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21. Doulos-Slave
22. Eureka-I have found
23. Corban-Gift
24. Shalom-Peace
25. Messiah-Anointed (H)
26. Ekklesia-Assembly, called out
27.~euma-breathJwind/spirit(G)

28. KOSJUos-World/order ofthings
29. Parousia-Coming, presence
30. Rabboni-Master
31. Nephesh-8oul,life (H)
32. Hosanna-s-O save
33. Diadema-crown (regal)
34. Diabolos-Slanderer
35. Anatole-East, rising
36. Didymus-1iNin
37. Anastasis-Resurrection
38. Golgotha-8kull
39. Rhantizo--Sprinkle
40. Koinonia-Fellowship
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One Hundred & Thirty-Five YearsAgo
TIU! Christadelphian, February, 1879

THE first article in the February Chrisfadelphian magazine was bro. Tho
mas' writing on "Bible Revelation of the Future State. W He expounded

The Bible reveals, or rather treats of but two states, the present
and the future. We may almost say of the past and futures, for
the present is no sooner here than it is gone; so that the past
becomes, as it were, a completive present.
Of the future state we know nothing but as is revealed in the
Scriptures. What do they testify as to this state? That, like the
past and present, it has to do with the living, and not the dead.
State is organization, individual and physical, or national; but
death is dissolution and the reverse in everything.
The Scriptures also testify that the future state is a constitu
tion of things upon earth growing out of those that now exist
as the elements thereof; and that it is subdivisible in two eras,
the Milllenium, or "Age to Come," and that which succeeds it,
called "The Ages of Ages."
The Age to Come is the new heavens and earth of Isa. 65:17,

(Collt.i 11ued 011 page 69)

BIBLE PUZZLE-UWhat Did They Have In Common?"
1. Sick 11. Bears 21. Fetters 31. Blinded
2. Bags 12. Twins 22. Baskets 32. Widows
3. Hair 13. Kisses 23. Gourds 33. Trances
4. Lots 14. Calves 24. Prisons 34. Crumbs
5. Beds 15. Sheets 25. Aprons 35. Mantles
6. Boils 16. Honey 26. Hidden 36. Javelins
7. Biers 17. Beards 27. Hungry 37. Wisdom
8. Veils 18. Arrows 28. Censers 38. Lentiles
9. Lame 19. Knives 29. Tribute 39. Pitchers

10. Cakes 20. Ravens 30. Famine 40. Patterns
Aaron,Jeroboam Esau,Ezekiel Joseph, Naomi Paul,Elymas
Abner, Widow'sson Esau, Peter Joseph, Peter Paul, Egyptian baker
Abraham Joshua Gideon, Elijah Judas, David Rebekah, Gideon
Adam, Paul Jacob, Mephibosheth Lazarus, Syrophenician Samson,Absalom
Ahasuerus, Caesar Joab, Judas Moses,David Samson.Legion
Anna,Naomi Job.Hezekiah Moses.Joash Samson, Peter
Balaam, Peter Jonah, Elish.a Moses, Rebekah Samuel, Elijah
Darda, Daniel Jonathan, Elisha Nadab, Korah Saul, Phinehas
David,Amasa Jonathan, Matthias Noah, Elijah Tamar, Rebekah
David, Elisha Jonathan, Samson Og,Palsiedman Trophimus, Hezekiah
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