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CHRIST IS COMING SOON AND WILL REIGN ON EARTH

Assisted by bro. Tim Clubb, 2078 Pennyroyal St., London, Ont., Canada  N5X 0E6

BIBLE PUZZLE—“Expressions”

l. Ur of (Gen. 15:7)
  2. Dan to (1 Sam. 3:20)
3. Cave of (Gen. 23:9)
4. Bulls of (Psa. 22:12)
5. Rose of (S of S 2:1)
6. Tarry at (2 Sam. 10:5)
7. Ships of (Isa. 2:16)
8. Songs of (Psa. 137:3)
9. Queen of (2 Ch. 9:1)

10. Eliezer of (Gen. 15:2)
11. But thou (Mic. 5:2)
12. Titus unto (2 Tim. 4:10)
13. India unto (Es. 1:1)
14. Ye men of (Acts 17:22)
15. No balm in (Jer. 8:22)
16. Left sick at (2 Tim. 4:20)
17. By night to (Acts 23:31)
18. Tetrarch of (Lk 3:1)
19. Eastward in (Gen. 2:8)
20. Baptizing in (Jhn. 3:23)

21. By the river (Ezk. 1:1)
22. Herdmen of (Amos 1:1)
23. At the place (Ezra 8:17)
24. Fishpools in (S of S 7:4)
25. Tell it not in (2 Sam. 1:20)
26. Third river is (Gen. 2:14)
27. A stranger in (Lk. 24:18)
28. Sold him into (Gen. 37:36)
29. Shorn head in (Acts 18:18)
30. As the dew of (Psa. 133:3)
31. Entering in of (Josh. 13:5)
32. If I prefer not (Psa. 137:6)
33. I must also see (Acts 19:21)
34. Woe unto thee (Mt. 11:21)
35. Taught men of (Jg. 8:16)
36. Philip found at (Acts 8:40)
37. Come over into (Acts 16:9)
38. Plain in land of (Gen, 11:2)
39. Ships broken at (1 Kgs. 22:48)
40. We sailed under (Acts 27:7)

Abilene
Aenon
Antipatris
Athens
Azotus
Bashan
Beer-sheba
Bethlehem
Casiphia
Cenchrea

Chaldees
Chebar
Chorazin
Crete
Dalmatia
Damascus
Eden
Egypt
Ethiopia
Ezion-geber

Gath
Gilead
Hamath
Hermon
Heshbon
Hiddekel
Jericho
Jerusalem
Jerusalem
Macedonia

Machpelah
Miletum
Rome
Sharon
Sheba
Shinar
Succoth
Tarshish
Tekoa
Zion

One Hundred & Thirty-Five Years Ago
The Christadelphian, May, 1881

THE opening article for this month by bro. Thomas, selected by bro. Rob-
erts, was entitled “Twenty Years Ago.” Bro. Roberts explained its use—

In April, 1861, the editor of the Christadelphian, then a strip-
ling of twenty two years (engaged on the Huddersfield Exam-
iner in the capacity of reporter), addressed a letter to bro. Tho-
mas, in expression of his strong sentiments of individual in-
debtedness for enlightenment in the Scripture received
through the reading of Dr. Thomas’ writings. The Dr. published
the letter in the Herald for 1861, with remarks.
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April Answers–“Possessives”

LONDON, ON—Sat., & Sun., Oct.  10 & 11—bro. David Clubb, 42 Oneida

Rd., London, Ontario, Canada N5V 2X1; Phone (519) 451-4063; Fax (519)

451- 9627; Email: kdclubb@rogers.com

Hye, Texas
Monday, August 1 - Sunday, August 7, 2016

God willing, another Fraternal Gathering will be held this year at the Hye
grounds.  The following information will be needed for those planning to
attend.

Date/Time: The 7-day gathering will formally begin with the 8:00 a.m.
Business Meeting on Monday, August 1, and end with the 10:00 a.m. Memo-
rial Service on Sunday, August 7.  Lunch will be served after the Memorial
Meeting.

Daily Bible Readings and Youth Study Class at 9:30 a.m.;
Exhortation at 11:00 a.m.; Adult Study Class at 1:15 p.m. on Ezekiel,
beginning at chapter 25; Public Lecture at 8:00 p.m.

Saturday Youth Program: Information for Sunday School Scholars may
be obtained from the Youth Superintendent: bro. Tim Clubb, 202 Millbank
Dr, London, Ontario N6C 4W1; Phone: (519) 455-9962 or email:
tdclubb@me.com

Accommodations: We try to meet all accommodation preferences when
possible.

1. Cabins located on the grounds (no monetary charge).
2. Tent, camper and trailer spaces on the grounds.
3. Motel rooms (at going motel rates):
a. Stonewall: Approx. 5 miles from the grounds (only one motel)
b. Fredericksburg: Approx. 25 miles from the grounds

 (variety of motels).
c. Johnson City: Approx. 12 miles from the ground

  (variety of motels)
Meals: Served 3 times daily on the Hye Grounds.  Payments are volun-

tary; no records are kept.  If you are able to pay, the contribution guidelines
are – adults: $7.00/day, and children: $5.00/day.

Facilities: Handicap accessible showers and restrooms are located on the
grounds.

We extend a sincere fraternal welcome to all.
Reply to: bro. Dan Clubb, 4015 Black Oak Drive, Carrollton, Texas, USA

75007; Phone: (972) 939-5005 or email: danclubb@verizon.net

FRATERNAL GATHERINGS (If The Lord Will)

All That We Have
“When ye shall have done ALL those things which are commanded

you, say, We are unprofitable servants.” Let us ever keep that saying of

Christ in mind. It is a healthy and whole some view. ALL that we have

and are belongs to God, by right.—G.V.G.

1. Mars’ hill
2. Jews’ language
3. Paul’s girdle
4. Fish’s belly
5. Birds’ claws
6. Saul’s skirt
7. Esau’s heel
8. King’s mowings
9. Mules’ burden

10. Ram’s horn
11. Moses’ father-in-law
12. Shoe’s latchet
13. River’s brink
14. Heart’s desire
15. Stone’s cast
16. Satan’s seat
17. Jacob’s well
18. Angels’ food
19. Swine’s snout
20. Lamb’s book

to debate the evidences of Christ’s Resurrection. We have not
yet made up our minds whether, with so much on hand, it would
be advantageous to debate a subject so recently canvassed with
Mr. Symes’ chief.
2) G. B.—The idea of any brother or sister who may be alone in
a town, attending church or chapel, must strike all scripturally
enlightened minds as incongruous. The brotherhood or sister-
hood must be very weak where such a course could be followed.
There is, of course, such a thing as weak brotherhood; and we
must not be harsh in dealing with it. Still faithful men will never
lower the flag half an inch to conciliate expediences.
3) Now Ready: The Town Hall Lectures—In harmony with the
desire of many, the four Lectures delivered in the Town Hall,
on the Return of Christ to the Earth, by the Editor, are now
published. They make a pamphlet of 48 pages. The first thou-
sand copies were snapped up immediately on publication.

* * *
BIBLE Lectures (135 Years Ago)––

“The Politics of the Great Future”
“The Bible or the Church—One or the Other”
“Is the Doctrine of the Trinity Taught in the Bible?”
“Who is the Prince of the Power of the Air?”
“The Old Serpent, the Devil and Satan”
“The Approaching Return of the Jews”
“Man, Living and Dead”
“Infant Sprinkling: Is it of God or Men?”
“Why has God Done so Much for Man’s Salvation?”
“The Drunkenness of the Nations Referred to in the
   Apocalypse”
“Great and Terrible War”
“Man in Innocence, in Transgression, in Grace, and in Glory”
“The Great City Spiritually called Sodom and Egypt”

21. Fuller’s soap
22. Adam’s transgression
23. Camel’s furniture
24. Herod’s birthday
25. Writer’s inkhorn
26. Esther’s feast
27. Potter’s vessel
28. Caesar’s friend
29. Badgers’ skins
30. Needle’s eye
31. Enemy’s ox or ass
32. Weaver’s beam
33. Mother’s milk
34. Brother’s keeper
35. Prophet’s reward
36. Chaldees’ excellency
37. Augustus’ band
38. Another’s burdens
39. This day’s uproar
40. Children’s crumbs
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confined myself as near as possible to showing that other writ-
ers have, on various points of doctrine and fact, expressed views
and made statements similar to those he held.”

 *              *              *
IN “Extracts from Correspondence,” bro. Roberts responded to the idea of

calling brethren in an ecclesia Elders and Deacons. To this bro. Roberts
clearly responded—

The bishops, elders and deacons of apostolic usage were all breth-
ren exercising authority by appointment by the Spirit of God: to
use the terms now would be misleading in the absence of the au-
thority which they represent . . .
Abstain from everything that will lead in the direction of lordship
or distinction of one over another. Do not call them official breth-
ren, but “serving brethren . . .”
Don’t call them presidents, managers, committees, etc., but pre-
siding brethren (the brethren who preside); managing brethren
(the brethren who manage); doorkeeping brethren (brethren who
attend to the doors) and so on.

*              *              *
UNDER the title of “The Bible True,” bro. Roberts mentioned—

The Absurdity of Atheism—The absurdity of atheism is never
so manifest as when it attempts to propound a theory of the ori-
gin of heaven and earth, or at least when this theory is put into
a naked form.
Beating about the bush, and indulging in vague generalities or
negative criticism, it may seem sapient enough, but take it back
to the beginning of things, or take it down to the foundation,
and ask it to define itself precisely, and its absurdity becomes
strikingly manifest.

*              *              *
THERE is an article printed on the subject “The First Verse of the New Testa-
ment.”—

Christ—David—Abraham. The intervening generations are care-
fully traced afterwards in the chapter; but in this verse they are
thrown into the background.
“Abraham and David” stand out as head lights, alone visible in
the great genealogical chart that leads to Christ. Why is this?
For what purpose is the matter put in this remarkable way?
“Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.” Why this
grouping of names so distant in time, and this ignoring of all
intervening generations?
It surely cannot be accidental, or without significance. The Lord
had a long line of ancestry according to the flesh, besides Abra-
ham and David; but of them all, those two only were those with
whom were made two comprehensive covenants of promise, em-
bracing within their scope the whole Gospel plan of salvation.
Surely this is the  explanation.

*              *              *
IN the “Notes” section, bro. Roberts commented—

1) A.V. (O. E.)—It is true we have been challenged by Mr. Symes,
one of Bradlaugh’s lieutenants, and an ex-Methodist preacher

Studies and Thoughts                    BY BROTHER JOHN THOMAS

THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM:
The Key to the Understanding of the Bible

“The disciples said: Why speakest thou unto them in para-

bles? Jesus answered: Because it is not given unto them to know

the mysteries of the Kingdom.”

The parables of Jesus were illustrations of the things of the

Kingdom of God spiritually discernable. Even the unsophisti-

cated and simple-minded apostles were under the necessity of

soliciting an explanation of them in private. Without this as-

sistance they found it impossible to understand his doctrine,

for before he had called them to be his apostles their minds

had been darkened like the rest by the Scribes and Pharisees’

leaven.

The interpretations of the Lord Jesus were the explanations

of the Spirit through him. By the light of these spiritual inter-

pretations they were able to discern—or understand—the mean-

ing of the parables.

If the parables were mere narratives of facts, their meaning

would have been obvious to the popular mind. But seeing that

they represent something different from the common signifi-

cation of the words and phrases spoken—that they had a hid-

den meaning—an interpretation of these dark sayings became

absolutely necessary to the comprehension of them.

The apostles were greatly astonished at the Lord Jesus that

he did not speak plainly to the people, and without enigma.

They said—“Why speakest thou to them in parables?” As if

they had said—

“If thou desirest that they should understand, and be con-

verted, and receive forgiveness of sins, in recognising thee as the

King of Israel, why dost thou not teach them so a child may

understand?”

Such a result as this, however, he was desirous to avoid. The

generation of Judah and Benjamin, the forty-second from

Abraham, was then in its youth. It was like the generations

that had preceded it, both crooked and perverse, and it was—

as the narratives of the evangelists and apostles and the his-

tory of Josephus prove—more obdurately wicked than all that

had gone before.
It was determined, therefore, to judge the nation by the
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obliged to him for the kind wishes he expresses in our behalf,
which do not abound towards us from all who are equally in-
debted to us for “turning them from darkness to light;” and
we wish we could add, “from the power of Satan unto God” . . .
Our labours bring us into contact with two classes who profess
the Truth—the lukewarm and the hot.
We are glad to hear that there are some of the latter in Old
England, who “intelligently and fully apprehend and earnestly
love the Truth,” and that we are esteemed most by these. We
find the same thing here. But as there are very, very few who
care anything about the Truth in this country, there are very
few who care anything about us, and have any good wishes to
bestow.—Herald, 1861

*              *              *
ANOTHER article by bro. Thomas was added, on the subject of “The Wicked
in the Resurrection.” His remarks are straight forward. We quote a few of
his thoughts—

Life by resurrection is not necessarily eternal life, or the life of
the Aion. This was the life Jesus brought to light in the Gospel
of the Kingdom, and referred to in Jn. 3:36. It is there termed
zooen aionian, aion-life. This is the life he that believeth not
into the Son shall not see . . .
It is life manifested through incorruptible body; and no one
can see it, or become the subject of it,  who does not attain to
an incorruptible body, though he may rise, like the apostoli-
cally resurrected from the dead. He rises with the wrath of
God abiding upon him, which when worked out, subjects him
to the Second Death.

Bro. Thomas then added—

He that hath not the Son of God is he that hath not believed in
him. He, therefore, hath no right to the life of the Spirit-man,
which  is bestowed on the faithful after they have appeared at
the judgment seat of Christ, been judged according to their
works, and pronounced to be the blessed of the Father. The
order is—1. Resurrection; 2. Appearance at the Judgment Seat;
3. Examination of Accounts; 4. Sentence of Approval; 5.
Change in the twinkling of an eye.

*              *              *
THERE are two good articles on the subject of “The Name of the Uncreate”
and “The Memorial Name of the Deity.” It answered the question as to whether
bro. Thomas’ understanding of the words “I Am” (Ex. 3:14), were better
translated as “I Shall Be.” Bro. Roberts stated in the first article—

In the investigation referred to, bro. J. W. Thirtle, who has con-
siderable knowledge of the original, has taken a leading part.
The result of the investigation will be found in the article suc-
ceeding to these remarks.

In forwarding the article to the editor, bro. Thirtle says—

Herewith I send the article I spoke about when in Birmingham
some weeks ago. It was then in posse; now I am glad it is in
esse—after a little toil. I believe it will be useful.
Believing Dr. Thomas’ position to be thoroughly sound, I have

calamities to be visited upon the generation contemporary with
Jesus and his apostles. Jehovah, consequently did not purpose
to give them light enough to lead them to a repentance by
which His indignation and wrath against the guilty nation

might be turned aside.

The leaders of the people had caused them to err. They had

made the Word of God of none effect by their tradition. They

had taken away the “key of knowledge” and had substituted

the mythology of the Greeks, which made the people’s heart

gross, their ears dull, and their eyes blind. The people were

blind, and their leaders were blind. Nevertheless, they said,

“We see;” therefore their sin remained.

This was the moral condition of the nation in the days of

Jesus. The minority acknowledged his claims to the throne of

David, and recognized in him the Son and Prophet of Jehovah.

But the overwhelming majority of the nation rejected him,

and constituted itself the fit and proper instrument blindly to

carry into effect the predetermination of God concerning His

Son.

In answer, therefore, to the inquiry—“Why speakest thou to

them in parables?”—the Lord Jesus replied—

“Because it is given unto you to understand the MYSTER-

IES (SECRETS) OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, but to them

it is not given. For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and

he shall have greater abundance. But whosoever hath not, from

him shall be taken away even that he hath.” “Therefore speak I

in parables, because they, seeing (saying they see), see not; and

hearing, they hear not; neither do they understand.

And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah—

“By hearing ye shall hear, and not understand; and seeing ye

shall see and not perceive. For this people’s heart is waxed gross,

and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed,

lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with

their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should

be converted, and I should heal them.”

“But blessed are your eyes, for they see; and your ears, for they
hear. For verily I say unto you that many prophets and righteous

men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not
seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not
heard them.”

The parables, then, were illustrative of “the secrets of the
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One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago   (Continued from page 180)

Bro. Roberts, at the time wrote, in part—

Dear bro. Thomas—We have you in grateful remembrance, for,
under God, you have been our deliverer from the distressing
intellectual bondage, in which we were held, and in which the
wide world now lies.

Bro. Thomas remarked—

Though personally unknown to us, we have heard of our wor-
thy correspondent by the hearing of the ear. We are much

Kingdom of heaven” which the multitude could not under-
stand, because the key of knowledge was lost. They had “the
knowledge,” for it was in the “Law and the Prophets;” but
neither the learned nor the unlearned could interpret it aright.

Thus were fulfilled Isaiah’s words—

“They are drunken, but not with wine. They stagger, but not

with strong drink. For the Lord hath poured out upon them the

spirit of deep sleep; the prophets, their rulers, the seers, hath He

covered.

“And the vision hath become to them as the words of a book

that is sealed, which men deliver to one that is learned, saying,

Read this, I pray thee.

“And he saith, I cannot, for it is sealed.

“And the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying,

Read this, I pray thee. And he saith, I am not learned” (Isa.

29:9-12).

The “key” to the understanding of the knowledge of this

book they had lost. They had lost sight of the TRUE DOC-

TRINE OF GOD’S KINGDOM, and had embraced the vain

philosophy of their Greek and Roman masters which taught

immediate reward and punishment in Elysium and Tartarus

at the instant of death.

They expected Elijah to come and restore all things, and the

Kingdom to be reestablished with observation, when the Mes-

siah should appear and sit upon the throne of his father David;

but they understood not that—“He must first suffer many

things, and be rejected of their generation”—and by a resurrec-

tion from the dead be raised up to sit upon David’s throne

(Acts 2:30).

Neither did they understand that they who were to possess

the Kingdom with him must first be righteous men, and then

immortal by a resurrection from among the dead. They sup-

posed, when the Messiah came, he would promote them to the

honor and glory of his Kingdom, little dreaming that “the first

should be last” then; and that certain poor peasants of Galilee,

and “dogs” of the Gentiles from afar, should be first in the
Kingdom and empire of Shiloh.

The Kingdom of God, rightly understood, is the “key” to
the parables and, indeed, not to the parables only, but to the
whole Bible, for the Bible is in truth the BOOK OF THE KING-

DOM OF GOD.

plish its destined work, (referred to Paul in the following

words—) ‘Then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the

Lord will consume with the spirit of his mouth, and de-

stroy with the brightness of his coming’ ” (1865 Christa-

delphian, p. 272).

And Dr. Thomas concluded—“It is the European body

politic now assuming its last phase, with whose military

forces, the Lamb and they that shall be with him, will

have to contend in ‘the war of the great day of God Al-

mighty’. . .  Behold the Pope, and consider his true scrip-

tural status. Though stripped of all civil and military

power, he is still an element of the situation . . . He is

now the apocalyptic FALSE PROPHET—a spiritual chief,

uttering blasphemies and lies in the name of the True

Prophet, like unto Moses, without temporal dominion.

This is what the spiritual ‘LION MOUTH’ of the beast

will continue to be, until with the beast, which is the

eighth, he shall be taken by Jesus and the saints, and cast

alive into the lake of fire, kindled by the judicial fiery

stream issuing from the Ancient of Days.—(Dan. 7:9, 10;

Rev. 19:20)” (1871 Christadelphian, pg. 43).

“And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, COME

OUT OF HER, MY PEOPLE, that ye be not partakers of her

sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins have

reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniqui-

ties. Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto

her double according to her works: in the cup which she

hath filled fill to her double. How much she hath glorified

herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow

give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no

widow, and shall see no sorrow. Therefore shall her plagues

come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she

shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God

who judgeth her.” (Rev. 18:4–8).—T.D.C.
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It is nonsense for men to talk of understanding the Bible if
they do not understand the true doctrine of the Kingdom. As
well might one say that he understood Turner’s “Elements of
Chemistry” though ignorant of chemical science, or acquainted

only with alchemy.

The leaders and people of Israel were mere alchemists in

theology. They sought after the stone of Greek philosophy, and

stumbled at the Princely Stone, and bruised themselves to

death.

It is not to be wondered at that moderns should find the

interpretation of the parables beyond their skill. They are al-

chemists, like their prototypes of the forty-second generation

of Israel. The exposition of the parables relating to the King-

dom is as impossible to them as the analyses of alkalies and of

water were to the alchemists of the age of Paracelsus.

The fact is that the moderns, generally, understand less of

the Kingdom of God than the ancient Scribes, Pharisees and

lawyers. They have resolved it into a “kingdom of grace” and

a “kingdom of glory,” with an intermediate state, or not, ac-

cording to their taste. They tell us not to pray, “Thy Kingdom

come,” because it is already come. It came, they say, on the

day of Pentecost.

We ask, “Where is the throne?” In reply, they point to the

throne of the Invisible Majesty which they call the throne of

David, and tell us that there is the Lord Jesus, reigning over

the house of Jacob.

They teach also the Greek philosophy, or mythology rather,

concerning souls. At the instant of death they translate them

to heaven or hell—a theory by which the real Kingdom of God

is entirely superseded.

Pledged to this leaven, they can see nothing in the Bible

pertaining to the future free from the fermentation of immor-

tal-soulism and its consequences—an intermediate state with

its separate localities for the souls, or disembodied ghosts, of

the righteous and wicked dead. As if conscious of the weakness

of their theories, they seize with avidity upon every text (and
they are but few)—not to prove what they affirm—but out of

which they think they can create difficulties for those who
repudiate their dogmas.

We repeat: such, being ignorant of the real Kingdom of God

(and consequently of the Gospel of the Kingdom) cannot inter-

The International Charlemagne Prize of Aachen is awarded
for work done in the service of European unification. The prize

is named after Charlemagne, the King of the Franks, who was

revered by his contemporaries as the “Father of Europe”.
Citing his address to the European Parliament in 2014, the

prize committee commended the pope’s message of “peace and
understanding” as well as “compassion, tolerance, solidarity
and the integrity of creation throughout his pontificate.” “In
these times, in which many citizens in Europe seek orienta-
tion, His Holiness Pope Francis sends a message of love and
encouragement,” it said in a statement.

—Eur. Parliament News, 5/16
The unification of Europe into a Christian power is the

destined role of Gog and his army, and the outcome of the

“ten horns” “having one mind, giving their power and

strength unto the Beast” (Rev. 17:13). Surely we cannot be

far from the moment when the drunken woman, the ter-

rible ecclesiastical power of Rome, mother of harlots

(daughter churches), “with whom the kings of the earth

have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the

earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornica-

tion” (Rev. 17:2), will find herself astride the great colos-

sal Russo-Greek-Babylonian dragon power, in haughty

tones saying, “I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall

see no sorrow” (Rev. 18:7).

Bro. Roberts wrote concerning the end-state of this com-

bined system—

“As to Rev. 20:10, it must be observed that it is part of a

symbolism in which the beast stands for a system of con-

federate nations, (Rev 13: 17:9–12.) and the false prophet

for the ecclesiastical polity maintained among them. The

beast and false prophet being symbols, it follows that the

things alleged of them must be similarly symbolical in char-

acter. Torment day and night for ever and ever (or more

strictly rendered, ‘the ages of the ages’) must be taken as

the symbolical representative of the final completeness of

the result symbolised. That result is the infliction of God’s

destroying judgment on civil and ecclesiastical Europe.

“This judgment will break in pieces the kingdoms of the

continent, and entirely destroy the blasphemous system of

religion which they have helped through many centuries

to maintain. There will be no remedy. It will be God’s work:

and what can man do against God? And because the judg-

ment will prevail over all human resistance, and accom-
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pret the parables, much less are they able to interpret the rich
man and the beggar—most difficult of all.

They have first adopted their theory on the plea of harmo-
nizing Christ and Plato, so that the doctrine of Jesus might be

less objectionable to “philosophy’ and have then put the Scrip-

tures to torture to compel it to speak according to their wishes.

This is just the reverse of what they ought to have done. They

should have put their philosophy on the Scripture rack, and if

it would not confess according to what is written, have con-

demned it to an “auto-da-fe,” because of its destructive her-

esy.––Printed from Berean, 1967

Second Voyage To Australia
By BRO. ROBERT ROBERTS

(Continued)

We arrived at Waterloo Station half-an-hour before the start-

ing of the train and found a considerable knot of brethren and

sisters assembled to see us off. The special train that was to

take us to Southampton (80 miles off) was not up to the plat-

form. At last it came, and then there was the usual rush and

scramble.

We were fortunate in securing a compartment all to our-

selves—seven in number—five voyageurs and two companions

going with us as far as Southampton. Having disposed of our

numerous packages on the parcel rack or otherwise, we were

settling down in comparative comfort when we had orders,

“You must all turn out. You have got into the wrong carriage:

there is only one carriage for the Darmstadt passengers.”

This was peculiarly unacceptable. It was not only a mani-

fest blunder of railway management (for there ought to have

been an officer in attendance to show the waiting and igno-

rant passengers their way): it was a cruel imitation of the tricky

boys who tied strings to crumbs and offered the crumbs to the

fowls, who eagerly gobbled them, of course, and then found

pleasure in pulling up the crumbs from the gizzards of the
unsuspecting creatures.

Worse than all, it had deprived us of the opportunity of
selecting an advantageous seat in a proper carriage, and made
it certain that with such company and such a formidable equip-

ment of impedimenta we should not be able to get seats in one

Constantinople, its arch-rival.
According to Daniil Parenkov, at the Moscow State Insti-

tute of International Relations, the Russian government will

also reap certain benefits of the past meeting: “Both the text of
the declaration and the assessment of the meeting by the
Vatican and the Moscow Patriarchate indicate that Kirill is
trying to position himself as a global religious figure. However,
it is clear that the meeting with the Pope strengthens Russia’s

global positions.”
If the Moscow Patriarch gains the status of a major reli-

gious figure of our time, the Russian authorities will be pre-

sented with new opportunities for the creation of a global agenda,
i.e. claiming the leading role in defending Christians and tra-
ditional Christian values worldwide.

The joint declaration’s 30 clauses (this declaration is several
times longer than any other Pope’s declaration finalizing ne-
gotiations with other patriarchs) touch upon a wide range of
issues and display the churches’ mutual interest in cooperation.

The essentially ecumenical declaration does not say much
on defending Christians in the Middle East, but expands on
the need to re-establish unity in the face of a new threat: the
destruction of religious values and moral pillars of the modern
society.

These general challenges include the crisis of Christianity in

Europe, the cradle of Christian civilization, which now needs

to be rescued through joint efforts of both Orthodox and Catho-

lic Christians.—Rus. Direct, 2/16

In meeting with a church that has vocally supported Russia
strategy in Syria, the Vatican may be inadvertently signaling
its approval, Frank Synsyn, director at the Centre for Ukrai-
nian Historical Research, told Foreign Policy. “I appreciate
that the Pope is concerned about the Middle East, but the rest
of his timing is very bad. It definitely gives credibility to Putin’s

moves in Syria.”—For. Policy, 2/16

THE POPE AND EUROPE
It need scarcely be said that the primary focus of the

Pope’s interest and activity is Europe, the “cradle of Chris-

tian civilization” as mentioned above. While not as promi-

nently reported on as some other papal exploits, take note

of an award the current pope is about to receive—

Pope Francis to be awarded the Charlemagne Prize on 6
May. The award ceremony will take place at the Vatican.
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carriage, but should have to scatter one from another and sit
gruesomely among unsympathetic strangers, with the possibil-
ity of losing track of some of our miscellaneous belongings in
the topsy-turvy. What could we do but turn out with an “Oh,

dear!” and endeavour to do the best we could in the distracting

moment when the green flag is expected to wave.

Whether our distress excited compassion, or some master

stroke of strategy came to our aid, I know not: but we found

ourselves—second class passengers with second class tickets—

suddenly pushed into a first class carriage, and after a momen-

tary struggle, better off than we were before.

After hurried hearty farewells through the open window to

30 or 40 dear friends, the train moved off, and we were soon

among the smiling fields and wooded hills of one of the pretty

districts of England—“the garden of the world” for the time

being. In a little over two hours and a-half we were at South-

ampton. When the train had come to a stand, our carriage was

uncoupled and run down to the water’s edge, almost alongside

the tender—a small steam vessel taking in cargo and passen-

gers for conveyance to the Darmstadt, at the mouth of the

Southampton Water. This Southampton Water is not a river

exactly, but a short inlet of the sea, over a mile wide and six or

eight miles long. Southampton stands at the head of the inlet.

Why the Darmstadt and other German vessels do not come

up to Southampton instead of waiting at the mouth of the inlet

for the tender to bring the passengers down to them we did not

ascertain. We might have supposed it was the uncertain depth

of water for large steamers in the mutations of the tide if we

had not seen several large steamers moored at the Southamp-

ton wharves. Probably it is to escape heavy dues and dock

charges. At all events, we had to sail down Southampton Water

to get to the Darmstadt.
It was a pleasant and pretty sail in smooth water. To the

left, the land was picturesquely wooded—various noticeable
buildings showing among the trees. Netley Hospital was con-
spicuous on our left, about half-way down. This is a very
imposing range of buildings, not far from the water’s edge—
an institution devoted to the training of officers for the na-
val service.

The day was fine, and the aspect of things on land and wa-
ter, under the bright glances of the sun, very cheering. The

memory. He is widely known for his numerous initiatives on
bringing the church closer to its congregation and the promo-
tion of modesty and temperance. The meeting with the Patri-
arch of Moscow supplies another characteristic, that of an
active supporter and successful promoter of ecumenism, the
movement aimed at bringing closer and uniting various Chris-
tian denominations.

Since the Schism, Rome has run into serious problems when
looking for ways to communicate with its Eastern counter-
parts and has come up with various solutions. One such solu-
tion is the ecumenical concept, which involves the unification
of all Christians, and this idea has been popular with many
pontiffs, including Pope Francis.

Within this context, the meeting with Patriarch Kirill can

be interpreted as a major step towards the creation of this all-

Christian unity because the ROC with its resources, congrega-
tion and influence is capable of lending the ecumenical dia-
logue the significance and prominence sought by the Vatican.

Patriarch [Kirill] is accused of building a rigid vertical of
power in the church system (akin to Putin’s power structure),
hushing up church problems, seeking wealth and material pos-
sessions, and suppressing pluralism within religious institu-
tions.

The meeting with the Pope is [therefore] critical to Kirill’s
image, as it raises his status and importance not only on a
regional or national level, but also all over the world. The
public believes that Pope Francis’ willingness to meet with
Patriarch Kirill distinguishes the Moscow Patriarch as the first
among equals, i.e. numerous Orthodox patriarchs.

De facto the meeting makes Patriarch Kirill the spokesperson
for the entire Orthodox world, even though such assessment is
contested by the heads of other local churches, especially Kirill’s
bitter rival Bartholomew I of Constantinople, who contends
not only for being the first in honor among all Eastern Ortho-
dox bishops, but also for communicating the will of all Ortho-
dox Christians.

The Moscow Patriarchate has long since surpassed all “old
churches,” and the meeting with the Pope and its agenda only
testifies to the prominence of the Russian Orthodox Church.

Moscow’s positions among local churches are already solid,
but being praised by the head of the Catholic Church may
not only strengthen them, but also deal a crushing blow to
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verdant shores spoke of plenty: the blue sky of peace: and the
white sails here and there, of safety and joy. The only sombre
element was the knowledge that in all this, there was more of
appearance than reality, so far as the bulk of men are con-

cerned.

No: there was another sombre element: we were sad at part-

ing from dear friends in Christ. When men love God, they love

one another with an ardour unattainable in merely natural

love. The sons of God are commanded to love even their en-

emies. How powerfully then do they love those who are truly

begotten of Him, whose number is not legion among the sons

of men.

But the sadness at parting among such is devoid of the

gloom that belongs to all other partings among men. Because

they stand constantly related to a meeting that looms ahead,

above and beyond all present vicissitudes. This is not the nor-

mal time with them, but the abnormal—“We have here no con-

tinuing city: we seek one to come.”

This is not sentimentality but fact—with the class I am

speaking of. Of course, there is a class with whom it is not so—

such as have a name to live and are dead, and therefore to

whom all spiritual exercises are unnatural. Where the treas-

ure is, a man’s heart is. Jesus says so, and we know by experi-

ence it is true. Those who love the present world are at anchor

here: and any allusions to the coming city with foundations,

which God has prepared for those who love him, are liable to

seem unreal and out of place. It cannot be otherwise. God has

not given them ears to hear nor a heart to understand to this

day. We may commiserate such, but the children of God are

not to be extinguished by them. Chilling unfaith prevails.

Half way down the stream (but is an estuary a stream? A
stream is a water that streams)—half way down, the Darmstadt
and another steamer came into view, at anchor at the broad
mouth of the inlet. (Behind them was the coast of the Isle of
Wight, a few miles off—an interesting object to such of our
company as had not before seen the Queen’s private residence).

We did not know which of the steamers might be the
Darmstadt. One had two funnels and the other one funnel.
Judging by the two-funneled illustration on the business
circulars of the North German Lloyd Steamship Company, we

considered ourselves justified in concluding in favour of the

prophets, the world will have before it the scarlet-coloured

beast, upon which the drunken woman rides, described in

Rev. 17. This is the heraldic symbol of old Europe in church

and state contemporary with the appearing of the Ancient

of Days” (1871 Christadelphian, p. 43).

This vivid picture speaks of a great military and politi-

cal confederacy—Russian in aspect, a beast stretching

through Europe—bearing a drunken woman, representing

an ecclesiastical opportunistic power deriving support from

the beast. This is why we are enthusiastic in seeing Putin’s

increasing support of the dominant “Christian” church

within Russia, and silent but implicit support of ongoing

friendly initiatives between the heads of the Catholics and

the Russian Orthodox—

During the 18-year reign of  [Moscow Patriarch] Kirill’s pre-
decessor, Alexy II, the future patriarch was the church’s chief
diplomat as it rebuilt itself after Communism. He was a par-
ticipant in the moves that took the church progressively closer
to the center of Russian official life, allying the church with the
Kremlin as President Vladimir Putin made the Orthodox faith
a centerpiece of Russia’s cultural life. He backed Putin in 2012
presidential elections, and appears in so many Kremlin celebra-
tions it sometimes looks as though the church is another branch

of the Russian government.

In the West, Kirill may be best-known for moments in which

he has trumpeted sharply conservative, nationalist views – and

also for his $30,000 watch, which disappeared in doctored

church photos for which the church hierarchy later apologized.

Recently he has blessed the work of the Russian military in

Syria, saying that they are engaged in a “defensive” war and

that Russia’s air force is justified to take part.

—Wash. Post, 2/16

A historic event took place in Cuba On Feb. 12: Pope Francis

and Patriarch Kirill met at Havana’s airport. The fact that the

meeting took place is much more significant than its content.

We can be sure that the Russian Orthodox Church (ROC)

has the largest amount of followers out of all Orthodox Churches

combined and is the third largest Christian Church after the

Catholic and Protestant Churches. This fact definitely lends

the meeting its scale and significance and explains the intense

interest in it throughout the world.

Pope Francis may be the most popular pontiff in recent
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two-funneled boat: but our tender made for the smaller of the
two (with one funnel).

The picture on the circulars was no doubt the picture of the
best steamer in the fleet: of course, whoever puts the worst

sample in the window? Such a thing has been known, but it is

not common in a world where the practice is in vogue that was

complained of in Israel—“Every man doth hunt his brother with

a net.”

Two farewell telegrams were put into our hands before we

left the tender—one from Birmingham, the other from Leeds

(afterwards another from Ormskirk was delivered on board

the Darmstadt)—a pleasant and grateful reminiscence of true

friends we were leaving behind.

As we drew near, the band on board the Darmstadt struck

up: a pretty ceremony which would be prettier if the state of

things behind it was pretty. We were soon moored alongside,

and the gangway being quickly got into position, the passen-

gers and their friends lost no time in getting out of the tender

into the Darmstadt, dragging parcels after them (like the ants

on march), because of a demoralising system that makes every

man desperately feel that he must look after himself if he does

not want to be left in the lurch.

Quarter of an hour was consumed in transferring heavy bag-

gage. Then the signal for “all going ashore” to get into the

tender was given, and in another minute, after three cheers,

the tender and the Darmstadt steamed ahead simultaneously,

and presently parted company—the tender turning round to

return—leaving us to gaze from the poop deck of the Darmstadt

at the departing forms of dearly loved ones whom we might

never again see in the flesh (though the chances on this point

were all in my favour).

The tender was soon lost to view, and we were rapidly steam-

ing down the Solent, past the Isle of Wight, westwards towards

the Atlantic. Sunshine, seabreeze, blue sky, and smooth sea

combined to impart pleasure.

We were now at liberty to consider our ship. She was not so
large as we expected: still she was large enough to be comfort-

able. Our accommodation was clean and fairly ample. The girls
(two daughters and sister-maid) had a four-berthed state room
on the starboard side of the vessel, near the stern, with a port-

hole window that gave them plenty of light, and allowed them

ing Rome for months that the Holy Father threatened the 13
Cardinals who sent him a letter expressing their own concerns
over the synod—rumors that no source able to talk about it
has been willing to confirm on the record. Francesca Chaouqui,
an Italian public relations executive under investigation for
leaks detailing scandalous Vatican mismanagement, went so
far as to say of the pope’s growing list of opponents that “many
people in the Vatican want Francis dead.”—For. Policy, 4/16

This, of course, is hardly the picture of the papacy that

the Vatican wants published. But it is a very astute obser-

vation that outward appearances do not match the inward

plottings and machinations that go on in this terrible in-

stitute. The curtain of congenial hand-shaking and baby-

kissing sometimes slips, and the real authoritarian nature

of the papal power shows through, along with a burning

desire for world-power status that is as strong as that mani-

fested by Russia.

As the editor of the 1875 Christadelphian once wrote—

“What Rome is and what she would do if she had the power,

is evident from the most cursory consideration of her pro-

ceedings. The Rock quotes the following excommunica-

tion, pronounced against one Henry Goldney, at Ham-

preston, in the county of Dorset, who was guilty, over sev-

enty years ago, of breaking some Roman images:—“By the

authority of the Blessed Virgin Mary, of SS. Peter and Paul,

and of the Holy Saints, we excommunicate, we wholly and

utterly curse and ban, commit and deliver to the Devil of

Hell, Henry Goldney, of Hampreston, in the County of

Dorset, an infamous heretic, that has, in spite of God and

St. Peter, in spite of all the Holy Saints, and in spite of our

Holy Father, the Pope, God’s Vicar on earth, committed

the heinous crime of sacrilege with the images of our Holy

Saints, and forsaken our most holy religion.” . . . Here

follow particulars of the curse, which is to affect him when

“standing, or walking, or running, waking or sleeping,
eating, drinking, or whatsoever he does besides.” (p.
131–132).

The world makes a sorry mistake to imagine that this
millennia-old institution has changed its basic nature.
ROME AND MOSCOW SYNCHRONIZING

In a letter to bro. Roberts published in 1871, Dr. Thomas

wrote—“When Russia and Prussia [a German kingdom]

shall have developed the confederacy of Magog’s Land, or

Scythia and Germany, as foreshown by Ezekiel and all the
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an easy sight of the ocean. The two old birds had a shady roost
not far from them, in a darkish passage. It did not matter for
us. We were accustomed to “put up with” things.

Besides, there was not much to put up with, compared with

the crowded bins and bunks of a sailing vessel. The electric

light could be turned on at a moment’s notice: the cabin was

lofty if not very capacious: and the walls were lightened by a

free coating of bright enamelled white paint, which almost

seemed to have a tile glaze.

Shortly after we were seated on deck, the captain saluted

us, and ascertaining our names, asked me, with a beaming

weather-beaten face, if I wanted to black boots. I had written

a week in advance to say that if the discipline of the vessel

admitted of it, I should be glad, for the sake of exercise, to

help the scullery boy to polish the boots. The captain seemed

to think it an extraordinary joke, and stood there shaking his

sides. My daughter Sarah Jane asked him if he would allow. He

retired laughing, shaking his head.

The company on board was not a large one—which was an

element of comfort. They were largely English-speaking Ger-

mans, which was another element of comfort—a problemati-

cal saying, which may become intelligible on reflection. You

can get on with less ceremony when people around you cannot

readily understand you, and when they are as simple as Ger-

mans are, compared with the English.

The Germans have not yet acquired the imperial hauteur

which renders the middle-class English so obnoxious abroad.

There was a sufficient number of English aboard to give us a

taste of the national quality, but not in the oppressive form.

We were presently rung into dinner (or “lunch” as they called

it: for dinner is the last meal of the day, at six o’clock: and it

was now but 1.30). We found the saloon a small one, compared

with that of the Oruba, containing sitting accommodation for

50 only: but in some respects it was more snug.
We were highly favoured in the matter of the allotment of

seats (an important item in a voyage during which you have to
sit down 120 times at least). Having had some experience on
the point, I wrote to the captain before his vessel left Bremen,
requesting the allotment of certain seats marked on a plan of
the vessel which I enclosed.

When we got into the saloon, I found our request had been

sona projected by Pope Francis. His style of governance, how-
ever, is a far cry from this carefully cultivated public image.

He rules the Roman Catholic Church with the idiosyncratic
passions, and disciplined commitment to an agenda, of a true
ideologue. Francis’s “People’s Pope” persona has always belied
an autocratic temperament that is coldly efficient at achieving
his aims, if not winning allies to his cause. In his National
Geographic profile of the pontiff, formerly known as Jorge
Mario Bergoglio, Robert Draper relates that:

“[Francis has] an awareness that his every act and syllable
will be parsed for symbolic portent. Such prudence is thor-
oughly in keeping with the Jorge Bergoglio known by his Ar-
gentine friends, who scoff at the idea that he is guileless. They
describe him as a ‘chess player,’ one whose every day is ‘per-
fectly organized,’ in which ‘each and every step has been
thought out.’ ”

Robert Mickens, editor in chief of an online Catholic maga-
zine, described Francis as a “master tactician” who was able
to “make a move to outflank various groups and people that
continue to oppose many of his initiatives.”

Examples abound that the apparently simple, jovial Francis—
who is so keen to refer to himself only as the “bishop of Rome,”
and who gives the appearance of a strong sense of collegiality
with his brother bishops—has always preferred to wield his
authority like a hammer in pursuit of his own agenda. His
scathing and wide-ranging rebuke of the Roman Curia, the
central government of the church, in his 2014 Christmas ad-
dress left feathers ruffled among the “princes of the church.”
His removal of the staunchly orthodox Cardinal Raymond Burke
from his position as the head of the Apostolic Signatura (and
his other curial positions) was seen by many as retribution for
Burke’s public criticisms.

For close observers of the church, if not the wider public,
Francis’s ruthlessness is no secret. This aspect of the Argentin-
ian pope’s personality has already earned him his share of en-
emies. In an open letter to Francis from a former high-ranking
member of the Roman Curia, the official—who chose to re-
main anonymous for fear of retribution—admonished the pope
for “an authoritarianism of which even the founder of your
Order of Jesuits, St. Ignatius himself, would not approve.” He
went on to describe the result of this authoritarianism: a “cli-
mate of fear” within the Vatican. Rumors have been circulat-
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granted to the letter. Sis. Roberts sat at the end of a corner
table, on the starboard side of the vessel—I and Amy to her
right, and Eusebia and Sarah Jane to her left. Being to-
gether thus, added unspeakably to the comfort of the voy-

age.

It was a different affair for me altogether from those owl-

in-the-desert experiences which marred previous voyages. The

meals on this occasion were far from being an ordeal. I was

built round with a wall of reason and love—which made the

voyage a source of health and cheer.

Our table was not a large one, still it gave sufficient scope

for variety in the type of our immediate neighbours. One of

them challenged instant attention in more than one disagree-

able way. A red, though not uncomely face, showed that a

portly person was not due wholly to nature’s bounty. A bald

head and long black beard, and strong eyes, lent to his ple-

thoric corporation a marked individuality which would have

delighted a sketcher’s pencil.

He was positively phenomenal in his over-blown dimensions,

but the dimensions were of the bulbous John Barleycorn rather

than the muscular Hercules order. He was an Australian, re-

turning home from Jubilee festivities: but I should say he was

not a native, but more likely a reformed English scapegrace,

who had been banished by his family long ago.
However that may be, he soon extinguished any interest

his behemoth aspect might have excited by his beer-barrel
loquacity. When he had squeezed himself with stertorous
breathing behind the table, he tried to excite laughter by ironi-
cal condemnations of alcoholic liquor, of which he imbibed
freely from a bottle before him. Drink, he said, was a great
curse, and he meant to put it down—whereupon he emptied a
glass down his capacious gullet. Then he wished the entire
company the best of voyages, one and all, and would drink to
their health. He went on with his fatherly benedictions in a
very unctuous and loud-voiced style, which the whole com-
pany silently resented. Water he declared to be poison, and
advised nobody to drink it.

Finding no response to his silly twaddle, he soon waddled
out, and was afterwards found by one of my daughters in the
shape of a pair of slippered feet sticking out horizontally from

under a tarpaulin or some such cover. It struck her as so comi-

covenants with Abraham and David, that their Son by lineal

descent should inherit the land now called the Holy Land in

Palestine, and rule over the twelve tribes of Israel and over all

nations.

They should know that Jesus was to inherit the throne of

his father David, and that Jesus came in the same sinful na-

ture which all inherit from Adam, and that therefore he was a

fitting representative of the sinful race which he came to re-

deem. They should also know that the offering he made was

for himself as well as for those who sin, since his sinful nature

needed redemption.

This helps to an understanding concerning the devil not

being an evil immortal being, but rather the sinful impulses of

human nature, and which devil was destroyed through the
death of Jesus.

“Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and
blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that
through death he might destroy him that had the power of
death, that is, the devil” (Heb. 2:14).

Those who teach that Jesus was a substitute and his offer-

ing “vicarious,” and not for himself, are astray on the nature

and sacrifice of Christ. The sinful condition of the nature which

Jesus partook of, in order to redeem it, resulted from Adam’s

sin.

Adam's nature was originally “very good,” as created by

God, so “by man came death,” as well as sin, and “by man

came also the resurrection from the dead” (1 Cor. 15:21).
—Berean 1954

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy
THE FORCEFUL POPE

While the world is warily eyeing the exploits of the

present Russian leader, who is actively encouraging his

military in blatant shows of force against potential en-

emies, there is also a much more subtle exhibition of power

at play in political and social circles around the world.

The source of this is none other than the Pope, who, de-

spite carefully cultivated outward appearances, is also dem-

onstrating some very strong autocratic tendencies—

There is hardly anyone in the world by now who is unfamil-
iar with the affable, down-to-earth, conspicuously humble per-
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cal that she hastened for paper and pencil to make a sketch.
But on her return, something had brought on a change of
posture.

Some ask, “Why will people make beasts of themselves?”

Many do this. There are various ways of doing it. None seems

more effectual than this, “aye, dram, drammin”—either out

of the beer barrel or wine bottle, or whisky flask—or over the

shining counter of some Wheat Sheaf. The world is destroyed

by many things, and by none so terribly as by drink.

It is not quite a mystery when all things are considered.

From various causes, most people are liable to depression, and

this depression causes the sense of misery that makes people

ask if life is worth living. The chief cause is the mental vapid-

ity that comes from lack of the Truth, and the powerful in-

citements it imparts.

Alcoholic stimulus, by increasing the action of the heart,

quenches this depression for the time, and makes the unhappy

victim forget his misery. When his wine has gone out of him,

he is liable to feel like Nabal, with his heart of stone. So he

must have some more, and he gets into heaven again. But the

effect lasts only as long as the liquor is in the blood. Down he

goes again, and up he must pull himself with the fiery stuff, till

his life becomes a prolonged chronic “bout.” He is more or less

drunk all the time: but he is happy in his drunkenness, and he

doesn’t care, for nothing blunts his feelings to the views of

others like drink.

It is a melancholy spectacle to see a man under the power

of drink. Human nature at its best is a poor affair: still, it has

noble possibilities, but as a slave of the bottle, it sinks below

the level of all such possibilities, and becomes the odious thing

that the Spirit of God has pronounced unfit for the Kingdom
of God.

The servants of the Truth are commanded to addict them-
selves to everything beautiful and good, and to abstain from,
and even abhor, everything that is evil. It is a poor symptom
of a man’s state if he cannot see evil in the debasing habits

fostered by the public-house and the dram shop.
I for one refuse to be compromised by men professing the

Truth, whoever they are, who would apologise for, still more
countenance and participate in, the fuddling muddling habits

of the English population. They are sunk in uncleanness in

Paul declares (and surely this is clear and conclusive evi-

dence that Jesus cannot be part of the “one God” Whose unity

the Scriptures are so repeatedly careful to emphasize)—
“There is one God, and one Mediator between God and men,
the MAN Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5).
It is a wonderful and endless study to search out how Jesus

is revealed to be Apostle—or one sent of God; Prophet—of his

own death and of the kingdom which he will establish on the

earth; Mediator and High Priest—which offices he now holds

and by which he assists us to approach God in prayer; King

over all the earth—which he will soon become when the many

prophecies of Old and New Testaments are fulfilled.

When we assemble to partake of the emblems of our Saviour's
death, and thus understand better the God Who is “love,” and

the obedient Son of His Love, we see him as a lamb slain in
prophecy and type from the foundation of the world, and also

as priestly mediator, “who ever liveth to make intercession for
us.” By faith we see him taking the Kingdom as spoken of in

Psalm 72—
“Give the King Thy judgments, O God, and Thy righteous-
ness unto the King’s Son . . . He shall have dominion also
from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth.”
The whole Psalm, and many other psalms, as well as the

prophecies of Old and New Testaments (as Dan. 2:44; 7:13-14;

Isa. 42:1-4; Zech. 14:9; Lk. 1:51-55; Matt. 19:28; Rev. 22:12-20,
and many, many more) tell us about Jesus as coming King over

all the earth.

If, then, we do not know Jesus in this Bible sense, and thus

know God and His Son Jesus Christ, we should hasten to learn
of him and of his command to believe this Gospel, obey it in

baptism and continue to “walk in him,” for in this way only
can we obtain the life he promises, for this is to “know God

and His Son Jesus Christ.”
It will surely be clear, too, that those who seek union with

Christ in baptism must also have a general understanding con-
cerning God. They should know that He is manifested in His

Son, hence to truly know one is necessarily to know the other;
that God is a glorious being of incorruptible Spirit substance,

dwelling in heaven in unapproachable light; that His Holy Spirit
radiates from Him and in diffusion permeates all His vast uni-

verse; that there is therefore but ONE God, not three, and this

God and Father, Creator and Sustainer of all things, made
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many ways already: when they steep in the beer-vat besides,
they are unfit for the society of those who seek in much painful
endeavour to—“Cleanse themselves from all filthiness of the
flesh and spirit—perfecting holiness in the fear of the Lord.”

There was no other quite so offensive among the passen-
gers. There was a bank manager in the Indian Civil Service,
returning to Ceylon, full of pleasing conceits of an innocent
sort: a tall young evolution and socialist enthusiast from Syd-
ney, who agreed with that comfortably placed arch-pleaser of
men, Farrar, that the world would be better without the writ-
ings of Moses. Then there was a middle-aged medical man also
from Sydney, with that ineffable pity for Bible believers which
is the distressing characteristic of modern culture in general.

Chilling and killing is the atmosphere around everywhere,
on land and sea. Yet, were it otherwise, there would be some-
thing apparently wrong; for is it not written that just herea-
bouts in history, the world would be, in relation to divine
things—“As it was in the days of Noah?”

So that the very discomfort of universal unbelief brings its
own corrective. (To be continued, God willing).

I Do Rejoice, Yea, And Will Rejoice!
“Rejoice in the Lord ALWAYS: and

AGAIN I say, Rejoice!” (Phil. 4:4).
By BROTHER G. V. GROWCOTT

This is the most intimate and personal of Paul’s ecclesial

epistles. The ecclesia at Philippi was the first established by

Paul in Europe—in response to the vision of the Man of

Macedonia. It was there that Paul went on the sabbath day to

the place of prayer by the riverside, and found Lydia, whose

heart the Lord touched. This was the beginning of the Philip-

pian ecclesia, which held such a prominent place in the apostle’s

affections.

The spirit of the epistle to the Philippians is joy, content-

ment, fraternal affection, and holiness. Its background is lone-

liness, imprisonment, and the hovering shadow of condemna-
tion and a cruel death, but its keynote is peace and rejoicing.

“I do rejoice, and WILL rejoice!” the apostle triumphantly ex-
claims (1:18); and to them he writes—

“Rejoice in the Lord ALWAYS: and AGAIN I say, RE-
JOICE!” (4:4).

symbolic language of Revelation 12, where this dragon whose

tail drew the third part of the stars of Heaven, fought with

another power—symbols of wars on this earth, but in the

"heaven" or higher administrative part of governments which

would hold sway after John saw his visions of things to occur

after John’s day (Rev. 1:1), before Christ will come to estab-

lish his Kingdom on earth.

Also when the angel spoke in vision to Daniel of contending

with “the prince of the kingdom of Persia” (Dan. 10:13), it is

taught by some that this was another angel fighting against

him, as also in v. 20 where he “returns to fight with the prince

of Persia.” What a confusion of thought to assert that God's

angels fight among themselves! The vision alluded to bringing

the rulers in Persia and Greece into the position assigned by

prophecy!

To return to the study of Jesus, we find he “was made in all

points like his brethren,” and “made under the law” Gal. 4:4)

. . . "made lower than angels”—
“God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under
the law” (Heb. 2:9).
“We see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels
for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour;
that he by the grace of God should taste death for every
man” (Heb. 2:17).
“Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like
unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful
high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconcilia-
tion for the sins of the people. For in that he himself hath
suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are
tempted.”
While praying to God, his Father, for help in his hour of

severe trial, do we not remember an angel comforted him and

thus gave him strength to overcome? Why should a pre-exis-

tent Deity need a servant of God to strengthen him? Why fol-

low so illogical and unreasonable a theory when the Bible ac-

count of birth and growth provides the answer to the origin of

him who was to become the Saviour of mankind from sin and

from death?

God is great, He is merciful and gave His own Son that we

might have life through knowing Him and His Son, Jesus Christ,

so let us beware lest we substitute theories for Bible revela-

tion.
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Our minds turn again to that unforgettable scene at mid-
night in this same city of Philippi years before (Acts 16:23-25)—

“And when they had laid MANY STRIPES upon them, they
CAST them into prison . . . THRUST them into the inner
prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks . . . And at
midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and SANG PRAISES
UNTO GOD.”
What glorious secret was it that these men had? Surely no

circumstance could be more physically and mentally miser-
able and depressing—cast roughly into an inner dungeon to be
reserved for more abuse on the morrow—distressingly fastened
by the feet in stocks, and racked with the pain of the “many
stripes” they had unjustly received.

But they “sang praises unto God.” WHAT for? This epistle
gives the answer—

“Be careful for nothing”—let nothing depress you—“but
in everything by prayer and supplication WITH THANKS-
GIVING let your requests be made known unto God. And
the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, SHALL
keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” (4:6-7).
Nothing could dim or obscure for Paul the ever-present

and overwhelming ecstacy of the love of Christ. He gloried in
tribulation (Rom. 5:3), for the bitterest of tribulation only im-
pressed him more intensely with the all-sufficiency of the con-

solation of Christ—
“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribu-
lation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
or peril, or sword? NAY! In all these things we are MORE
THAN CONQUERORS through him that loved us!” (Rom.
8:35-37).
All these things were everyday experiences with Paul, and

he gloried when they flooded down upon him, for each visita-
tion but thrillingly revealed anew their utter powerlessness to
pierce the all-protecting armor of the love of Christ in his
heart.

“I thank my God upon every remembrance of you,” he tells
them as he begins his letter (1:3). That must be our feeling
concerning all our brethren and sisters who are striving to-
ward the mark of the perfection of Christ. Our minds, like
Paul’s, must be constantly filled with loving thoughts and
thankful prayers concerning them.

V. 4—“Always making request WITH JOY.”

way allow for mental suffering because of human weakness?

Some of the supposed “proofs” of Christ's pre-existence as

part of the triune God are taken from John's Gospel and

Epistles, such as John 1:1-3, where the Logos or “Word” is

said to be God. This does not teach that Jesus was God, but

simply shows his origin was from God before his existence as

a personal being.

The Diaglott rendering of verse 3 is “All things were done

through it”—that is through this Logos-power, not by a sepa-

rate being. Again in v. 10, instead of, “He was in the world

and the world was made by him,” the Diaglott rendering is,

“He was in the world and the world was enlightened through

him,” which removes difficulties in understanding, since it is

not contradictory to the plain Genesis account of God creat-

ing the world long before Christ was born. If Christ had the

wisdom to create all things, why did he afterwards “increase

in wisdom” from babyhood onwards?

In fact, a Diaglott or Greek Testament will clear up any

vagueness which may seem to cloud the understanding of there

being more than one God.

Surely no one would contend that a God could die, and yet

it is a first principle of divine truth that “Christ died for our

sins according to the Scriptures.” Death is always death, and

means the cutting off of conscious existence, as we learn that—
“In death there is no remembrance of Thee: in the grave
who shall give Thee thanks?” (Psa. 6:5).

If we believe the Bible, then we must believe that Christ

was really dead while entombed. In the same way we remove

the foundation of the whole structure of Faith, if we deny

that Jesus is the Son of God. However, if we ask any intelli-

gent person of sound mind to tell us how a son could possibly

be as old as his father, he would be unable to tell us.

Aside from the incontrovertible fact that a son must nec-

essarily be a distinct personality apart from his father, a “son”

who was a co-equal God would be all-powerful to create worlds

and would not be teaching that his Father was “greater” and

that he of his own self could “do nothing,” as Christ taught

(Jn. 14:28; 5:30).

With such inconsistencies about God and His Son, no won-

der it is taught by some that angels are cast out of heaven and

become evil angels or devils! This is a misinterpretation of the
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This is an unusual and striking expression—“making request

with joy”—but it well illustrates the spirit of the epistle. Paul

was in prison, writing to dear friends far away whom he longed

achingly to see, but still there is not even a hint of any re-

straint upon his buoyant rejoicing. These are the circumstances

in which the wisdom of the Spirit has placed him; these then

are the circumstances in which God sees that he can do the

most good, or receive the most benefit.

Therefore, though he earnestly desires the freedom and op-

portunity to enjoy their company and fellowship, he does not

let the enforced separation lessen his present joy. He and they

rejoice in mutual, understanding love, knowing that “ALL

THINGS work together for good to those that love God” (Rom.

8:28), content to wait out the sorrows of the brief present in

the cheerful confidence of the eternal, cloudless future.

He was confident, he said (v. 6), that God, Who had begun a

good work in them, would perform it until the day of Christ. If

we are watching for them, we shall find many thrilling refer-

ences to this glorious Divine mystery which is expressed so

boldly later in the epistle (2:13)—
“It is GOD WHICH WORKETH IN YOU, both to will and
to do of HIS good pleasure.”
It is God which worketh in us—if we will let Him—if we will

yield and submit, putting aside our own desires, our own plans

and hopes and ambitions, and seeking to follow the guiding
light of Scripture and Providence from day to day.

“The things which have happened unto me have fallen out
rather unto the furtherance of the Gospel” (1:12).
Paul’s life was wrapped up in the furtherance of the Gospel

of his beloved Master. What did bonds and imprisonment mean

to him if they contributed to that end? He turned it all into a

powerful and glorious advertisement for Christ (v. 13)—
“My bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in
all other places.”
And the result went further still (v. 14)—

“MANY of the brethren, waxing confident in my bonds, are
much more”—note the emphasis—“MUCH MORE bold to
speak the Word without fear.”
Thus he turned a crippling handicap into a stirring inspira-

tion. Such is the power of a fearless example—not only of cour-

age, but more—of inextinguishable rejoicing. He not only en-

God, the third part of a “triune Deity”—that it might be helpful

to demonstrate the unscripturalness of such teachings. Take,

for instance, the testimony of Heb. 5:7-8, which states—
“He offered up prayers and supplications with strong cry-
ing and tears unto Him that was able to save him from
death, and was heard in that he feared; though he were a
Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suf-
fered.”
What a heavy veil of erroneous teaching conceals the evi-

dent and only reasonable Scripture meaning here, that Jesus

was not a God, nor co-eternal in wisdom and power with God,

otherwise he need not plead for help. Luke states that Jesus

“increased in wisdom and stature” (Lk. 2:52), which is only

another way of declaring that he was not an all-knowing God,

but of like nature with his brethren, though Son of God by

begettal. He himself says--

“I can of mine own self do nothing . . . I seek not mine own

will, but the will of Him that sent me” (Jn. 5:30).

In Gethsemane he prayed, “Nevertheless, not what I will

but what Thou wilt.” This is understandable only if we see

him a weak mortal man, apart from the help he might receive

through prayer to God.

If Christ pre-existed before birth, even from eternity, as

many teach, why does Peter teach that he was foreordained,

or predestinated from before the foundation of the world?
"Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the
world, but was manifest in these last times for you."
When we realize that if he pre-existed he would not be said

to be foreordained, we understand it better. This word “fore-

ordained” or “predestinated” is used in the same way of all

saints—
“Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by
Jesus Christ to Himself” (Eph. 1:5).
“God hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to His own purpose
and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the

world began” (2 Tim. 1:9).

The doctrine of the personal pre-existence of Christ makes

a mockery of the accounts given by the Gospel narrators of

his birth and increase in mental and physical development.

Why destroy the plain literal account by substituting a theory

which baffles the understanding and which does not in any
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dured with patience, but in his very enduring he radiated a
confidence and peace that inspired others to fearlessness and
joy.

“And I therein do rejoice, yea, and WILL rejoice!” (v. 18).
Why?—

“For I know that this shall turn to my salvation through
your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ”
(v. 19).
See how he binds up his salvation with the power of their

prayers and Christ’s indwelling Spirit. There was no self-suffi-

ciency about Paul. “No man liveth unto himself.” Again and

again we are impressed with the mutual interdependence of

the body of Christ, for so it is ordained in the love and wisdom

of God.
“The eye cannot say to the hand, I have no need of thee”
(1 Cor. 12:21).
Paul was humbly conscious that, in the strange and mar-

vellous working of the Divine purpose, the prayer of the least

of God’s saints could have a bearing upon the issues of his

salvation. What a wonderful bond of unity a perception of this

truth creates!

Phil. 1:21–“To me, to live is Christ.”

Here again Paul briefly and beautifully expresses our walk

in the world—“To me, to live is Christ.” All his life was bound

up in Christ—all his activities centered in him.

Outside of Christ there is no life—he is the Way of Life—all

else is death. How dimly we seem to perceive what was so

living and vivid to Paul! “To me, to live is Christ.”
V. 27—“Stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving
together for the faith of the Gospel.”
This epistle contains no criticism or rebuke. But if there

was one thing in which Paul thought it advisable to exhort

them, this would be it. The thought appears again at the be-

ginning of chapter 2, and again beginning chapter 3, “With

one mind striving together for the faith of the Gospel.”

The brotherhood today is going through a crucial period of

purging and tribulation. It must drive those that are left closer

together—there could be no greater tragedy than to suffer the

tribulation without reaping the joys and benefits that the tribu-
lation is Divinely designed to effect. To the apostle, this was

the deciding index of success or failure—of sorrow or joy. He

Jesus told the Jews, "Ye neither know me nor my Father"

(John 8:19): also that to know him would cause them to know

his Father. This is so apparent in studying the life and works

of Jesus that it is incontrovertible. While it remains quite true,

as it has been said, “Canst thou by searching find out God?

Canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection?” (Job 11:7);

nevertheless there is a sense in which we know Him, as He has

revealed Himself. He has revealed to us that He is both Cre-

ator and Sustainer of all things—
“Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the
host of them. And on the seventh day God ended His work
which He had made; and He rested on the seventh day from
all His work which He had made” (Gen. 2:1-2).
“Hast thou not known? Hast thou not heard, that the ever-
lasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth,
fainteth not, neither is weary? There is no searching of His
understanding” (Isa. 40:28-29).

He has revealed Himself as the Father of our Lord Jesus, as

well as the Source of life to all His vast creation—

“One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through

all, and in you all” (Eph. 4:6).

“My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all.”

So Jesus is revealed as the Saviour of mankind, the Lamb of

God—
“And she (Mary) shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call
his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their
sins” (Matt. 1:21—See also Jn. 1:29, 36).
In Heb. 3:1 and 5:5 we see him depicted as Apostle and

High Priest—
“Consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession,
Christ Jesus” (Heb. 3:1).
“So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high
priest; but He that said unto him, Thou art My Son, to day
have I begotten thee” (Heb. 5:5).

As Prophet, Priest and King, Good Shepherd, etc., we take

pleasure in the study of his life and mission, without pretend-

ing we can master all the depths of a subject we reverently

ponder.

To see in Jesus a mere son of Adam is to reject so much

plain testimony, that the idea needs little serious consider-

ation. However there are so many professing Christians who

hold the other extreme view of Christ—claiming that he was
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pleads (and who could ignore such pleading)—
“If there be any consolation in Christ, if any comfort in
love, if any fellowship in the Spirit—if you have any affec-
tion and sympathy—fulfil ye my joy by being of one mind,
united in mutual love” (2:1-2).
What relationship is more tender and beautiful than the

fellowship of the Truth? Jesus said, “Behold, my mother and

my brethren!” But it requires much patience and gentle under-

standing—

“Let each esteem other better than themselves” (v. 3).

Paul advances this as the basis of mutual love and com-

munion and forbearance. The worth of any individual in the

sight of God depends upon his degree of overcoming. “Where

much is given, much is expected” (Lk. 12:48). We cannot judge.

Our own record may prove to be the poorest when abilities

and opportunities are in the last Great Day weighed against

accomplishments. How can we evaluate the efforts and

struggles of others? Only God can gauge the bitterness and

stress of each heart’s secret conflicts.

Paul, in his pleading, but expresses the mind of Christ.

“Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God” (Eph. 4:30) is still the most

touching and powerful of entreaties. The future of the Berean

fellowship may well hinge upon the degree to which we are

moved by this entreaty to enlarge our hearts one to another in

the bonds of a love that suffers long and is kind—hoping all

things, bearing all things, and enduring all things.

Paul emphasizes his entreaty by the example of Christ—
“Let this mind be in you which was in Christ Jesus—he
humbled himself, and made himself of no reputation” (Phil.
2:5-8).
Christ, the Great Example, was big enough to yield lov-

ingly and cheerfully in everything that concerned his own de-

sires and honor and self-gratification—always seeking peace

and putting the pleasure and welfare of others before his own,

realizing the utter unimportance of the present, and the im-

mensity of the eternal issues—the great work of God in him.

This leads the apostle to that glorious paradox (vs. 12-13)—
“Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For
it is GOD WHICH WORKETH IN YOU, both to will and
to do of His good pleasure.”
“Work . . . for God worketh in you.” The mighty, rushing

wind of the Spirit was upon them—set sail to catch every ounce
of it, for this is your day of opportunity.

V. 14—“Do all things without murmurings and disputing . . .
that ye may be the children of God.”
“Without murmurings and disputings.” “Forbearing one

another in love” is the thought—recognizing in others a fel-

lowship of effort, a unity of objective—and overlooking in love

the weaknesses and shortcomings which they are perhaps more

conscious of, and secretly grieved by, than we are.

BUT—there must be a sincere unity of objective, and it can

only be the objective the Scriptures hold forth—the perfection

of Christ. Without this basic agreement there can be no hope

of the fellowship of the Spirit. That is the real issue today.

V. 15—“Among whom ye shine as lights in the world.”

Here indeed our walk in the world is brought into sharp

focus. Jesus said likewise—

“Ye are the light of the world” (Matt. 5:14).

The picture we are given by these words is one of a spec-

tacular radiance in the midst of a boundless darkness. Our

walk in the world must be such that men will be impressed

that we are motivated by a strange, unearthly power.
(To continued, God willing)

The Man Christ Jesus
By BRO. H. A. SOMMERVILLE

“Consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession,

Christ Jesus” (Heb. 3:1).

The declaration of Jesus in Jn. 17:3, that knowing God and

His Son “is Eternal Life” must not be made to contradict the

numerous testimonies which affirm it is vitally necessary to

DO His will (the will of God and of Christ), or else knowledge

and even faith will be in vain. Jesus closed the memorable

discourse on the Mount with a solemn warning to his listeners

that, like useless trees, they would be hewn down and de-

stroyed if they did not bring forth good fruits (Matt. 7:15-20).

The statement in John 17:3 is not however empty and mean-

ingless, for it teaches that without a knowledge of God and

His Son, salvation is unattainable—
“And this is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent”(Jn. 17:3).
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ingless, for it teaches that without a knowledge of God and

His Son, salvation is unattainable—
“And this is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent”(Jn. 17:3).
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dured with patience, but in his very enduring he radiated a
confidence and peace that inspired others to fearlessness and
joy.

“And I therein do rejoice, yea, and WILL rejoice!” (v. 18).
Why?—

“For I know that this shall turn to my salvation through
your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ”
(v. 19).
See how he binds up his salvation with the power of their

prayers and Christ’s indwelling Spirit. There was no self-suffi-

ciency about Paul. “No man liveth unto himself.” Again and

again we are impressed with the mutual interdependence of

the body of Christ, for so it is ordained in the love and wisdom

of God.
“The eye cannot say to the hand, I have no need of thee”
(1 Cor. 12:21).
Paul was humbly conscious that, in the strange and mar-

vellous working of the Divine purpose, the prayer of the least

of God’s saints could have a bearing upon the issues of his

salvation. What a wonderful bond of unity a perception of this

truth creates!

Phil. 1:21–“To me, to live is Christ.”

Here again Paul briefly and beautifully expresses our walk

in the world—“To me, to live is Christ.” All his life was bound

up in Christ—all his activities centered in him.

Outside of Christ there is no life—he is the Way of Life—all

else is death. How dimly we seem to perceive what was so

living and vivid to Paul! “To me, to live is Christ.”
V. 27—“Stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving
together for the faith of the Gospel.”
This epistle contains no criticism or rebuke. But if there

was one thing in which Paul thought it advisable to exhort

them, this would be it. The thought appears again at the be-

ginning of chapter 2, and again beginning chapter 3, “With

one mind striving together for the faith of the Gospel.”

The brotherhood today is going through a crucial period of

purging and tribulation. It must drive those that are left closer

together—there could be no greater tragedy than to suffer the

tribulation without reaping the joys and benefits that the tribu-
lation is Divinely designed to effect. To the apostle, this was

the deciding index of success or failure—of sorrow or joy. He

Jesus told the Jews, "Ye neither know me nor my Father"

(John 8:19): also that to know him would cause them to know

his Father. This is so apparent in studying the life and works

of Jesus that it is incontrovertible. While it remains quite true,

as it has been said, “Canst thou by searching find out God?

Canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection?” (Job 11:7);

nevertheless there is a sense in which we know Him, as He has

revealed Himself. He has revealed to us that He is both Cre-

ator and Sustainer of all things—
“Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the
host of them. And on the seventh day God ended His work
which He had made; and He rested on the seventh day from
all His work which He had made” (Gen. 2:1-2).
“Hast thou not known? Hast thou not heard, that the ever-
lasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth,
fainteth not, neither is weary? There is no searching of His
understanding” (Isa. 40:28-29).

He has revealed Himself as the Father of our Lord Jesus, as

well as the Source of life to all His vast creation—

“One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through

all, and in you all” (Eph. 4:6).

“My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all.”

So Jesus is revealed as the Saviour of mankind, the Lamb of

God—
“And she (Mary) shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call
his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their
sins” (Matt. 1:21—See also Jn. 1:29, 36).
In Heb. 3:1 and 5:5 we see him depicted as Apostle and

High Priest—
“Consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession,
Christ Jesus” (Heb. 3:1).
“So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high
priest; but He that said unto him, Thou art My Son, to day
have I begotten thee” (Heb. 5:5).

As Prophet, Priest and King, Good Shepherd, etc., we take

pleasure in the study of his life and mission, without pretend-

ing we can master all the depths of a subject we reverently

ponder.

To see in Jesus a mere son of Adam is to reject so much

plain testimony, that the idea needs little serious consider-

ation. However there are so many professing Christians who

hold the other extreme view of Christ—claiming that he was
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This is an unusual and striking expression—“making request

with joy”—but it well illustrates the spirit of the epistle. Paul

was in prison, writing to dear friends far away whom he longed

achingly to see, but still there is not even a hint of any re-

straint upon his buoyant rejoicing. These are the circumstances

in which the wisdom of the Spirit has placed him; these then

are the circumstances in which God sees that he can do the

most good, or receive the most benefit.

Therefore, though he earnestly desires the freedom and op-

portunity to enjoy their company and fellowship, he does not

let the enforced separation lessen his present joy. He and they

rejoice in mutual, understanding love, knowing that “ALL

THINGS work together for good to those that love God” (Rom.

8:28), content to wait out the sorrows of the brief present in

the cheerful confidence of the eternal, cloudless future.

He was confident, he said (v. 6), that God, Who had begun a

good work in them, would perform it until the day of Christ. If

we are watching for them, we shall find many thrilling refer-

ences to this glorious Divine mystery which is expressed so

boldly later in the epistle (2:13)—
“It is GOD WHICH WORKETH IN YOU, both to will and
to do of HIS good pleasure.”
It is God which worketh in us—if we will let Him—if we will

yield and submit, putting aside our own desires, our own plans

and hopes and ambitions, and seeking to follow the guiding
light of Scripture and Providence from day to day.

“The things which have happened unto me have fallen out
rather unto the furtherance of the Gospel” (1:12).
Paul’s life was wrapped up in the furtherance of the Gospel

of his beloved Master. What did bonds and imprisonment mean

to him if they contributed to that end? He turned it all into a

powerful and glorious advertisement for Christ (v. 13)—
“My bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in
all other places.”
And the result went further still (v. 14)—

“MANY of the brethren, waxing confident in my bonds, are
much more”—note the emphasis—“MUCH MORE bold to
speak the Word without fear.”
Thus he turned a crippling handicap into a stirring inspira-

tion. Such is the power of a fearless example—not only of cour-

age, but more—of inextinguishable rejoicing. He not only en-

God, the third part of a “triune Deity”—that it might be helpful

to demonstrate the unscripturalness of such teachings. Take,

for instance, the testimony of Heb. 5:7-8, which states—
“He offered up prayers and supplications with strong cry-
ing and tears unto Him that was able to save him from
death, and was heard in that he feared; though he were a
Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suf-
fered.”
What a heavy veil of erroneous teaching conceals the evi-

dent and only reasonable Scripture meaning here, that Jesus

was not a God, nor co-eternal in wisdom and power with God,

otherwise he need not plead for help. Luke states that Jesus

“increased in wisdom and stature” (Lk. 2:52), which is only

another way of declaring that he was not an all-knowing God,

but of like nature with his brethren, though Son of God by

begettal. He himself says--

“I can of mine own self do nothing . . . I seek not mine own

will, but the will of Him that sent me” (Jn. 5:30).

In Gethsemane he prayed, “Nevertheless, not what I will

but what Thou wilt.” This is understandable only if we see

him a weak mortal man, apart from the help he might receive

through prayer to God.

If Christ pre-existed before birth, even from eternity, as

many teach, why does Peter teach that he was foreordained,

or predestinated from before the foundation of the world?
"Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the
world, but was manifest in these last times for you."
When we realize that if he pre-existed he would not be said

to be foreordained, we understand it better. This word “fore-

ordained” or “predestinated” is used in the same way of all

saints—
“Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by
Jesus Christ to Himself” (Eph. 1:5).
“God hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to His own purpose
and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the

world began” (2 Tim. 1:9).

The doctrine of the personal pre-existence of Christ makes

a mockery of the accounts given by the Gospel narrators of

his birth and increase in mental and physical development.

Why destroy the plain literal account by substituting a theory

which baffles the understanding and which does not in any
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Our minds turn again to that unforgettable scene at mid-
night in this same city of Philippi years before (Acts 16:23-25)—

“And when they had laid MANY STRIPES upon them, they
CAST them into prison . . . THRUST them into the inner
prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks . . . And at
midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and SANG PRAISES
UNTO GOD.”
What glorious secret was it that these men had? Surely no

circumstance could be more physically and mentally miser-
able and depressing—cast roughly into an inner dungeon to be
reserved for more abuse on the morrow—distressingly fastened
by the feet in stocks, and racked with the pain of the “many
stripes” they had unjustly received.

But they “sang praises unto God.” WHAT for? This epistle
gives the answer—

“Be careful for nothing”—let nothing depress you—“but
in everything by prayer and supplication WITH THANKS-
GIVING let your requests be made known unto God. And
the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, SHALL
keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” (4:6-7).
Nothing could dim or obscure for Paul the ever-present

and overwhelming ecstacy of the love of Christ. He gloried in
tribulation (Rom. 5:3), for the bitterest of tribulation only im-
pressed him more intensely with the all-sufficiency of the con-

solation of Christ—
“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribu-
lation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
or peril, or sword? NAY! In all these things we are MORE
THAN CONQUERORS through him that loved us!” (Rom.
8:35-37).
All these things were everyday experiences with Paul, and

he gloried when they flooded down upon him, for each visita-
tion but thrillingly revealed anew their utter powerlessness to
pierce the all-protecting armor of the love of Christ in his
heart.

“I thank my God upon every remembrance of you,” he tells
them as he begins his letter (1:3). That must be our feeling
concerning all our brethren and sisters who are striving to-
ward the mark of the perfection of Christ. Our minds, like
Paul’s, must be constantly filled with loving thoughts and
thankful prayers concerning them.

V. 4—“Always making request WITH JOY.”

way allow for mental suffering because of human weakness?

Some of the supposed “proofs” of Christ's pre-existence as

part of the triune God are taken from John's Gospel and

Epistles, such as John 1:1-3, where the Logos or “Word” is

said to be God. This does not teach that Jesus was God, but

simply shows his origin was from God before his existence as

a personal being.

The Diaglott rendering of verse 3 is “All things were done

through it”—that is through this Logos-power, not by a sepa-

rate being. Again in v. 10, instead of, “He was in the world

and the world was made by him,” the Diaglott rendering is,

“He was in the world and the world was enlightened through

him,” which removes difficulties in understanding, since it is

not contradictory to the plain Genesis account of God creat-

ing the world long before Christ was born. If Christ had the

wisdom to create all things, why did he afterwards “increase

in wisdom” from babyhood onwards?

In fact, a Diaglott or Greek Testament will clear up any

vagueness which may seem to cloud the understanding of there

being more than one God.

Surely no one would contend that a God could die, and yet

it is a first principle of divine truth that “Christ died for our

sins according to the Scriptures.” Death is always death, and

means the cutting off of conscious existence, as we learn that—
“In death there is no remembrance of Thee: in the grave
who shall give Thee thanks?” (Psa. 6:5).

If we believe the Bible, then we must believe that Christ

was really dead while entombed. In the same way we remove

the foundation of the whole structure of Faith, if we deny

that Jesus is the Son of God. However, if we ask any intelli-

gent person of sound mind to tell us how a son could possibly

be as old as his father, he would be unable to tell us.

Aside from the incontrovertible fact that a son must nec-

essarily be a distinct personality apart from his father, a “son”

who was a co-equal God would be all-powerful to create worlds

and would not be teaching that his Father was “greater” and

that he of his own self could “do nothing,” as Christ taught

(Jn. 14:28; 5:30).

With such inconsistencies about God and His Son, no won-

der it is taught by some that angels are cast out of heaven and

become evil angels or devils! This is a misinterpretation of the
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many ways already: when they steep in the beer-vat besides,
they are unfit for the society of those who seek in much painful
endeavour to—“Cleanse themselves from all filthiness of the
flesh and spirit—perfecting holiness in the fear of the Lord.”

There was no other quite so offensive among the passen-
gers. There was a bank manager in the Indian Civil Service,
returning to Ceylon, full of pleasing conceits of an innocent
sort: a tall young evolution and socialist enthusiast from Syd-
ney, who agreed with that comfortably placed arch-pleaser of
men, Farrar, that the world would be better without the writ-
ings of Moses. Then there was a middle-aged medical man also
from Sydney, with that ineffable pity for Bible believers which
is the distressing characteristic of modern culture in general.

Chilling and killing is the atmosphere around everywhere,
on land and sea. Yet, were it otherwise, there would be some-
thing apparently wrong; for is it not written that just herea-
bouts in history, the world would be, in relation to divine
things—“As it was in the days of Noah?”

So that the very discomfort of universal unbelief brings its
own corrective. (To be continued, God willing).

I Do Rejoice, Yea, And Will Rejoice!
“Rejoice in the Lord ALWAYS: and

AGAIN I say, Rejoice!” (Phil. 4:4).
By BROTHER G. V. GROWCOTT

This is the most intimate and personal of Paul’s ecclesial

epistles. The ecclesia at Philippi was the first established by

Paul in Europe—in response to the vision of the Man of

Macedonia. It was there that Paul went on the sabbath day to

the place of prayer by the riverside, and found Lydia, whose

heart the Lord touched. This was the beginning of the Philip-

pian ecclesia, which held such a prominent place in the apostle’s

affections.

The spirit of the epistle to the Philippians is joy, content-

ment, fraternal affection, and holiness. Its background is lone-

liness, imprisonment, and the hovering shadow of condemna-
tion and a cruel death, but its keynote is peace and rejoicing.

“I do rejoice, and WILL rejoice!” the apostle triumphantly ex-
claims (1:18); and to them he writes—

“Rejoice in the Lord ALWAYS: and AGAIN I say, RE-
JOICE!” (4:4).

symbolic language of Revelation 12, where this dragon whose

tail drew the third part of the stars of Heaven, fought with

another power—symbols of wars on this earth, but in the

"heaven" or higher administrative part of governments which

would hold sway after John saw his visions of things to occur

after John’s day (Rev. 1:1), before Christ will come to estab-

lish his Kingdom on earth.

Also when the angel spoke in vision to Daniel of contending

with “the prince of the kingdom of Persia” (Dan. 10:13), it is

taught by some that this was another angel fighting against

him, as also in v. 20 where he “returns to fight with the prince

of Persia.” What a confusion of thought to assert that God's

angels fight among themselves! The vision alluded to bringing

the rulers in Persia and Greece into the position assigned by

prophecy!

To return to the study of Jesus, we find he “was made in all

points like his brethren,” and “made under the law” Gal. 4:4)

. . . "made lower than angels”—
“God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under
the law” (Heb. 2:9).
“We see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels
for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour;
that he by the grace of God should taste death for every
man” (Heb. 2:17).
“Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like
unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful
high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconcilia-
tion for the sins of the people. For in that he himself hath
suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are
tempted.”
While praying to God, his Father, for help in his hour of

severe trial, do we not remember an angel comforted him and

thus gave him strength to overcome? Why should a pre-exis-

tent Deity need a servant of God to strengthen him? Why fol-

low so illogical and unreasonable a theory when the Bible ac-

count of birth and growth provides the answer to the origin of

him who was to become the Saviour of mankind from sin and

from death?

God is great, He is merciful and gave His own Son that we

might have life through knowing Him and His Son, Jesus Christ,

so let us beware lest we substitute theories for Bible revela-

tion.
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cal that she hastened for paper and pencil to make a sketch.
But on her return, something had brought on a change of
posture.

Some ask, “Why will people make beasts of themselves?”

Many do this. There are various ways of doing it. None seems

more effectual than this, “aye, dram, drammin”—either out

of the beer barrel or wine bottle, or whisky flask—or over the

shining counter of some Wheat Sheaf. The world is destroyed

by many things, and by none so terribly as by drink.

It is not quite a mystery when all things are considered.

From various causes, most people are liable to depression, and

this depression causes the sense of misery that makes people

ask if life is worth living. The chief cause is the mental vapid-

ity that comes from lack of the Truth, and the powerful in-

citements it imparts.

Alcoholic stimulus, by increasing the action of the heart,

quenches this depression for the time, and makes the unhappy

victim forget his misery. When his wine has gone out of him,

he is liable to feel like Nabal, with his heart of stone. So he

must have some more, and he gets into heaven again. But the

effect lasts only as long as the liquor is in the blood. Down he

goes again, and up he must pull himself with the fiery stuff, till

his life becomes a prolonged chronic “bout.” He is more or less

drunk all the time: but he is happy in his drunkenness, and he

doesn’t care, for nothing blunts his feelings to the views of

others like drink.

It is a melancholy spectacle to see a man under the power

of drink. Human nature at its best is a poor affair: still, it has

noble possibilities, but as a slave of the bottle, it sinks below

the level of all such possibilities, and becomes the odious thing

that the Spirit of God has pronounced unfit for the Kingdom
of God.

The servants of the Truth are commanded to addict them-
selves to everything beautiful and good, and to abstain from,
and even abhor, everything that is evil. It is a poor symptom
of a man’s state if he cannot see evil in the debasing habits

fostered by the public-house and the dram shop.
I for one refuse to be compromised by men professing the

Truth, whoever they are, who would apologise for, still more
countenance and participate in, the fuddling muddling habits

of the English population. They are sunk in uncleanness in

Paul declares (and surely this is clear and conclusive evi-

dence that Jesus cannot be part of the “one God” Whose unity

the Scriptures are so repeatedly careful to emphasize)—
“There is one God, and one Mediator between God and men,
the MAN Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5).
It is a wonderful and endless study to search out how Jesus

is revealed to be Apostle—or one sent of God; Prophet—of his

own death and of the kingdom which he will establish on the

earth; Mediator and High Priest—which offices he now holds

and by which he assists us to approach God in prayer; King

over all the earth—which he will soon become when the many

prophecies of Old and New Testaments are fulfilled.

When we assemble to partake of the emblems of our Saviour's
death, and thus understand better the God Who is “love,” and

the obedient Son of His Love, we see him as a lamb slain in
prophecy and type from the foundation of the world, and also

as priestly mediator, “who ever liveth to make intercession for
us.” By faith we see him taking the Kingdom as spoken of in

Psalm 72—
“Give the King Thy judgments, O God, and Thy righteous-
ness unto the King’s Son . . . He shall have dominion also
from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth.”
The whole Psalm, and many other psalms, as well as the

prophecies of Old and New Testaments (as Dan. 2:44; 7:13-14;

Isa. 42:1-4; Zech. 14:9; Lk. 1:51-55; Matt. 19:28; Rev. 22:12-20,
and many, many more) tell us about Jesus as coming King over

all the earth.

If, then, we do not know Jesus in this Bible sense, and thus

know God and His Son Jesus Christ, we should hasten to learn
of him and of his command to believe this Gospel, obey it in

baptism and continue to “walk in him,” for in this way only
can we obtain the life he promises, for this is to “know God

and His Son Jesus Christ.”
It will surely be clear, too, that those who seek union with

Christ in baptism must also have a general understanding con-
cerning God. They should know that He is manifested in His

Son, hence to truly know one is necessarily to know the other;
that God is a glorious being of incorruptible Spirit substance,

dwelling in heaven in unapproachable light; that His Holy Spirit
radiates from Him and in diffusion permeates all His vast uni-

verse; that there is therefore but ONE God, not three, and this

God and Father, Creator and Sustainer of all things, made
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granted to the letter. Sis. Roberts sat at the end of a corner
table, on the starboard side of the vessel—I and Amy to her
right, and Eusebia and Sarah Jane to her left. Being to-
gether thus, added unspeakably to the comfort of the voy-

age.

It was a different affair for me altogether from those owl-

in-the-desert experiences which marred previous voyages. The

meals on this occasion were far from being an ordeal. I was

built round with a wall of reason and love—which made the

voyage a source of health and cheer.

Our table was not a large one, still it gave sufficient scope

for variety in the type of our immediate neighbours. One of

them challenged instant attention in more than one disagree-

able way. A red, though not uncomely face, showed that a

portly person was not due wholly to nature’s bounty. A bald

head and long black beard, and strong eyes, lent to his ple-

thoric corporation a marked individuality which would have

delighted a sketcher’s pencil.

He was positively phenomenal in his over-blown dimensions,

but the dimensions were of the bulbous John Barleycorn rather

than the muscular Hercules order. He was an Australian, re-

turning home from Jubilee festivities: but I should say he was

not a native, but more likely a reformed English scapegrace,

who had been banished by his family long ago.
However that may be, he soon extinguished any interest

his behemoth aspect might have excited by his beer-barrel
loquacity. When he had squeezed himself with stertorous
breathing behind the table, he tried to excite laughter by ironi-
cal condemnations of alcoholic liquor, of which he imbibed
freely from a bottle before him. Drink, he said, was a great
curse, and he meant to put it down—whereupon he emptied a
glass down his capacious gullet. Then he wished the entire
company the best of voyages, one and all, and would drink to
their health. He went on with his fatherly benedictions in a
very unctuous and loud-voiced style, which the whole com-
pany silently resented. Water he declared to be poison, and
advised nobody to drink it.

Finding no response to his silly twaddle, he soon waddled
out, and was afterwards found by one of my daughters in the
shape of a pair of slippered feet sticking out horizontally from

under a tarpaulin or some such cover. It struck her as so comi-

covenants with Abraham and David, that their Son by lineal

descent should inherit the land now called the Holy Land in

Palestine, and rule over the twelve tribes of Israel and over all

nations.

They should know that Jesus was to inherit the throne of

his father David, and that Jesus came in the same sinful na-

ture which all inherit from Adam, and that therefore he was a

fitting representative of the sinful race which he came to re-

deem. They should also know that the offering he made was

for himself as well as for those who sin, since his sinful nature

needed redemption.

This helps to an understanding concerning the devil not

being an evil immortal being, but rather the sinful impulses of

human nature, and which devil was destroyed through the
death of Jesus.

“Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and
blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that
through death he might destroy him that had the power of
death, that is, the devil” (Heb. 2:14).

Those who teach that Jesus was a substitute and his offer-

ing “vicarious,” and not for himself, are astray on the nature

and sacrifice of Christ. The sinful condition of the nature which

Jesus partook of, in order to redeem it, resulted from Adam’s

sin.

Adam's nature was originally “very good,” as created by

God, so “by man came death,” as well as sin, and “by man

came also the resurrection from the dead” (1 Cor. 15:21).
—Berean 1954

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy
THE FORCEFUL POPE

While the world is warily eyeing the exploits of the

present Russian leader, who is actively encouraging his

military in blatant shows of force against potential en-

emies, there is also a much more subtle exhibition of power

at play in political and social circles around the world.

The source of this is none other than the Pope, who, de-

spite carefully cultivated outward appearances, is also dem-

onstrating some very strong autocratic tendencies—

There is hardly anyone in the world by now who is unfamil-
iar with the affable, down-to-earth, conspicuously humble per-
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an easy sight of the ocean. The two old birds had a shady roost
not far from them, in a darkish passage. It did not matter for
us. We were accustomed to “put up with” things.

Besides, there was not much to put up with, compared with

the crowded bins and bunks of a sailing vessel. The electric

light could be turned on at a moment’s notice: the cabin was

lofty if not very capacious: and the walls were lightened by a

free coating of bright enamelled white paint, which almost

seemed to have a tile glaze.

Shortly after we were seated on deck, the captain saluted

us, and ascertaining our names, asked me, with a beaming

weather-beaten face, if I wanted to black boots. I had written

a week in advance to say that if the discipline of the vessel

admitted of it, I should be glad, for the sake of exercise, to

help the scullery boy to polish the boots. The captain seemed

to think it an extraordinary joke, and stood there shaking his

sides. My daughter Sarah Jane asked him if he would allow. He

retired laughing, shaking his head.

The company on board was not a large one—which was an

element of comfort. They were largely English-speaking Ger-

mans, which was another element of comfort—a problemati-

cal saying, which may become intelligible on reflection. You

can get on with less ceremony when people around you cannot

readily understand you, and when they are as simple as Ger-

mans are, compared with the English.

The Germans have not yet acquired the imperial hauteur

which renders the middle-class English so obnoxious abroad.

There was a sufficient number of English aboard to give us a

taste of the national quality, but not in the oppressive form.

We were presently rung into dinner (or “lunch” as they called

it: for dinner is the last meal of the day, at six o’clock: and it

was now but 1.30). We found the saloon a small one, compared

with that of the Oruba, containing sitting accommodation for

50 only: but in some respects it was more snug.
We were highly favoured in the matter of the allotment of

seats (an important item in a voyage during which you have to
sit down 120 times at least). Having had some experience on
the point, I wrote to the captain before his vessel left Bremen,
requesting the allotment of certain seats marked on a plan of
the vessel which I enclosed.

When we got into the saloon, I found our request had been

sona projected by Pope Francis. His style of governance, how-
ever, is a far cry from this carefully cultivated public image.

He rules the Roman Catholic Church with the idiosyncratic
passions, and disciplined commitment to an agenda, of a true
ideologue. Francis’s “People’s Pope” persona has always belied
an autocratic temperament that is coldly efficient at achieving
his aims, if not winning allies to his cause. In his National
Geographic profile of the pontiff, formerly known as Jorge
Mario Bergoglio, Robert Draper relates that:

“[Francis has] an awareness that his every act and syllable
will be parsed for symbolic portent. Such prudence is thor-
oughly in keeping with the Jorge Bergoglio known by his Ar-
gentine friends, who scoff at the idea that he is guileless. They
describe him as a ‘chess player,’ one whose every day is ‘per-
fectly organized,’ in which ‘each and every step has been
thought out.’ ”

Robert Mickens, editor in chief of an online Catholic maga-
zine, described Francis as a “master tactician” who was able
to “make a move to outflank various groups and people that
continue to oppose many of his initiatives.”

Examples abound that the apparently simple, jovial Francis—
who is so keen to refer to himself only as the “bishop of Rome,”
and who gives the appearance of a strong sense of collegiality
with his brother bishops—has always preferred to wield his
authority like a hammer in pursuit of his own agenda. His
scathing and wide-ranging rebuke of the Roman Curia, the
central government of the church, in his 2014 Christmas ad-
dress left feathers ruffled among the “princes of the church.”
His removal of the staunchly orthodox Cardinal Raymond Burke
from his position as the head of the Apostolic Signatura (and
his other curial positions) was seen by many as retribution for
Burke’s public criticisms.

For close observers of the church, if not the wider public,
Francis’s ruthlessness is no secret. This aspect of the Argentin-
ian pope’s personality has already earned him his share of en-
emies. In an open letter to Francis from a former high-ranking
member of the Roman Curia, the official—who chose to re-
main anonymous for fear of retribution—admonished the pope
for “an authoritarianism of which even the founder of your
Order of Jesuits, St. Ignatius himself, would not approve.” He
went on to describe the result of this authoritarianism: a “cli-
mate of fear” within the Vatican. Rumors have been circulat-
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two-funneled boat: but our tender made for the smaller of the
two (with one funnel).

The picture on the circulars was no doubt the picture of the
best steamer in the fleet: of course, whoever puts the worst

sample in the window? Such a thing has been known, but it is

not common in a world where the practice is in vogue that was

complained of in Israel—“Every man doth hunt his brother with

a net.”

Two farewell telegrams were put into our hands before we

left the tender—one from Birmingham, the other from Leeds

(afterwards another from Ormskirk was delivered on board

the Darmstadt)—a pleasant and grateful reminiscence of true

friends we were leaving behind.

As we drew near, the band on board the Darmstadt struck

up: a pretty ceremony which would be prettier if the state of

things behind it was pretty. We were soon moored alongside,

and the gangway being quickly got into position, the passen-

gers and their friends lost no time in getting out of the tender

into the Darmstadt, dragging parcels after them (like the ants

on march), because of a demoralising system that makes every

man desperately feel that he must look after himself if he does

not want to be left in the lurch.

Quarter of an hour was consumed in transferring heavy bag-

gage. Then the signal for “all going ashore” to get into the

tender was given, and in another minute, after three cheers,

the tender and the Darmstadt steamed ahead simultaneously,

and presently parted company—the tender turning round to

return—leaving us to gaze from the poop deck of the Darmstadt

at the departing forms of dearly loved ones whom we might

never again see in the flesh (though the chances on this point

were all in my favour).

The tender was soon lost to view, and we were rapidly steam-

ing down the Solent, past the Isle of Wight, westwards towards

the Atlantic. Sunshine, seabreeze, blue sky, and smooth sea

combined to impart pleasure.

We were now at liberty to consider our ship. She was not so
large as we expected: still she was large enough to be comfort-

able. Our accommodation was clean and fairly ample. The girls
(two daughters and sister-maid) had a four-berthed state room
on the starboard side of the vessel, near the stern, with a port-

hole window that gave them plenty of light, and allowed them

ing Rome for months that the Holy Father threatened the 13
Cardinals who sent him a letter expressing their own concerns
over the synod—rumors that no source able to talk about it
has been willing to confirm on the record. Francesca Chaouqui,
an Italian public relations executive under investigation for
leaks detailing scandalous Vatican mismanagement, went so
far as to say of the pope’s growing list of opponents that “many
people in the Vatican want Francis dead.”—For. Policy, 4/16

This, of course, is hardly the picture of the papacy that

the Vatican wants published. But it is a very astute obser-

vation that outward appearances do not match the inward

plottings and machinations that go on in this terrible in-

stitute. The curtain of congenial hand-shaking and baby-

kissing sometimes slips, and the real authoritarian nature

of the papal power shows through, along with a burning

desire for world-power status that is as strong as that mani-

fested by Russia.

As the editor of the 1875 Christadelphian once wrote—

“What Rome is and what she would do if she had the power,

is evident from the most cursory consideration of her pro-

ceedings. The Rock quotes the following excommunica-

tion, pronounced against one Henry Goldney, at Ham-

preston, in the county of Dorset, who was guilty, over sev-

enty years ago, of breaking some Roman images:—“By the

authority of the Blessed Virgin Mary, of SS. Peter and Paul,

and of the Holy Saints, we excommunicate, we wholly and

utterly curse and ban, commit and deliver to the Devil of

Hell, Henry Goldney, of Hampreston, in the County of

Dorset, an infamous heretic, that has, in spite of God and

St. Peter, in spite of all the Holy Saints, and in spite of our

Holy Father, the Pope, God’s Vicar on earth, committed

the heinous crime of sacrilege with the images of our Holy

Saints, and forsaken our most holy religion.” . . . Here

follow particulars of the curse, which is to affect him when

“standing, or walking, or running, waking or sleeping,
eating, drinking, or whatsoever he does besides.” (p.
131–132).

The world makes a sorry mistake to imagine that this
millennia-old institution has changed its basic nature.
ROME AND MOSCOW SYNCHRONIZING

In a letter to bro. Roberts published in 1871, Dr. Thomas

wrote—“When Russia and Prussia [a German kingdom]

shall have developed the confederacy of Magog’s Land, or

Scythia and Germany, as foreshown by Ezekiel and all the
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verdant shores spoke of plenty: the blue sky of peace: and the
white sails here and there, of safety and joy. The only sombre
element was the knowledge that in all this, there was more of
appearance than reality, so far as the bulk of men are con-

cerned.

No: there was another sombre element: we were sad at part-

ing from dear friends in Christ. When men love God, they love

one another with an ardour unattainable in merely natural

love. The sons of God are commanded to love even their en-

emies. How powerfully then do they love those who are truly

begotten of Him, whose number is not legion among the sons

of men.

But the sadness at parting among such is devoid of the

gloom that belongs to all other partings among men. Because

they stand constantly related to a meeting that looms ahead,

above and beyond all present vicissitudes. This is not the nor-

mal time with them, but the abnormal—“We have here no con-

tinuing city: we seek one to come.”

This is not sentimentality but fact—with the class I am

speaking of. Of course, there is a class with whom it is not so—

such as have a name to live and are dead, and therefore to

whom all spiritual exercises are unnatural. Where the treas-

ure is, a man’s heart is. Jesus says so, and we know by experi-

ence it is true. Those who love the present world are at anchor

here: and any allusions to the coming city with foundations,

which God has prepared for those who love him, are liable to

seem unreal and out of place. It cannot be otherwise. God has

not given them ears to hear nor a heart to understand to this

day. We may commiserate such, but the children of God are

not to be extinguished by them. Chilling unfaith prevails.

Half way down the stream (but is an estuary a stream? A
stream is a water that streams)—half way down, the Darmstadt
and another steamer came into view, at anchor at the broad
mouth of the inlet. (Behind them was the coast of the Isle of
Wight, a few miles off—an interesting object to such of our
company as had not before seen the Queen’s private residence).

We did not know which of the steamers might be the
Darmstadt. One had two funnels and the other one funnel.
Judging by the two-funneled illustration on the business
circulars of the North German Lloyd Steamship Company, we

considered ourselves justified in concluding in favour of the

prophets, the world will have before it the scarlet-coloured

beast, upon which the drunken woman rides, described in

Rev. 17. This is the heraldic symbol of old Europe in church

and state contemporary with the appearing of the Ancient

of Days” (1871 Christadelphian, p. 43).

This vivid picture speaks of a great military and politi-

cal confederacy—Russian in aspect, a beast stretching

through Europe—bearing a drunken woman, representing

an ecclesiastical opportunistic power deriving support from

the beast. This is why we are enthusiastic in seeing Putin’s

increasing support of the dominant “Christian” church

within Russia, and silent but implicit support of ongoing

friendly initiatives between the heads of the Catholics and

the Russian Orthodox—

During the 18-year reign of  [Moscow Patriarch] Kirill’s pre-
decessor, Alexy II, the future patriarch was the church’s chief
diplomat as it rebuilt itself after Communism. He was a par-
ticipant in the moves that took the church progressively closer
to the center of Russian official life, allying the church with the
Kremlin as President Vladimir Putin made the Orthodox faith
a centerpiece of Russia’s cultural life. He backed Putin in 2012
presidential elections, and appears in so many Kremlin celebra-
tions it sometimes looks as though the church is another branch

of the Russian government.

In the West, Kirill may be best-known for moments in which

he has trumpeted sharply conservative, nationalist views – and

also for his $30,000 watch, which disappeared in doctored

church photos for which the church hierarchy later apologized.

Recently he has blessed the work of the Russian military in

Syria, saying that they are engaged in a “defensive” war and

that Russia’s air force is justified to take part.

—Wash. Post, 2/16

A historic event took place in Cuba On Feb. 12: Pope Francis

and Patriarch Kirill met at Havana’s airport. The fact that the

meeting took place is much more significant than its content.

We can be sure that the Russian Orthodox Church (ROC)

has the largest amount of followers out of all Orthodox Churches

combined and is the third largest Christian Church after the

Catholic and Protestant Churches. This fact definitely lends

the meeting its scale and significance and explains the intense

interest in it throughout the world.

Pope Francis may be the most popular pontiff in recent
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carriage, but should have to scatter one from another and sit
gruesomely among unsympathetic strangers, with the possibil-
ity of losing track of some of our miscellaneous belongings in
the topsy-turvy. What could we do but turn out with an “Oh,

dear!” and endeavour to do the best we could in the distracting

moment when the green flag is expected to wave.

Whether our distress excited compassion, or some master

stroke of strategy came to our aid, I know not: but we found

ourselves—second class passengers with second class tickets—

suddenly pushed into a first class carriage, and after a momen-

tary struggle, better off than we were before.

After hurried hearty farewells through the open window to

30 or 40 dear friends, the train moved off, and we were soon

among the smiling fields and wooded hills of one of the pretty

districts of England—“the garden of the world” for the time

being. In a little over two hours and a-half we were at South-

ampton. When the train had come to a stand, our carriage was

uncoupled and run down to the water’s edge, almost alongside

the tender—a small steam vessel taking in cargo and passen-

gers for conveyance to the Darmstadt, at the mouth of the

Southampton Water. This Southampton Water is not a river

exactly, but a short inlet of the sea, over a mile wide and six or

eight miles long. Southampton stands at the head of the inlet.

Why the Darmstadt and other German vessels do not come

up to Southampton instead of waiting at the mouth of the inlet

for the tender to bring the passengers down to them we did not

ascertain. We might have supposed it was the uncertain depth

of water for large steamers in the mutations of the tide if we

had not seen several large steamers moored at the Southamp-

ton wharves. Probably it is to escape heavy dues and dock

charges. At all events, we had to sail down Southampton Water

to get to the Darmstadt.
It was a pleasant and pretty sail in smooth water. To the

left, the land was picturesquely wooded—various noticeable
buildings showing among the trees. Netley Hospital was con-
spicuous on our left, about half-way down. This is a very
imposing range of buildings, not far from the water’s edge—
an institution devoted to the training of officers for the na-
val service.

The day was fine, and the aspect of things on land and wa-
ter, under the bright glances of the sun, very cheering. The

memory. He is widely known for his numerous initiatives on
bringing the church closer to its congregation and the promo-
tion of modesty and temperance. The meeting with the Patri-
arch of Moscow supplies another characteristic, that of an
active supporter and successful promoter of ecumenism, the
movement aimed at bringing closer and uniting various Chris-
tian denominations.

Since the Schism, Rome has run into serious problems when
looking for ways to communicate with its Eastern counter-
parts and has come up with various solutions. One such solu-
tion is the ecumenical concept, which involves the unification
of all Christians, and this idea has been popular with many
pontiffs, including Pope Francis.

Within this context, the meeting with Patriarch Kirill can

be interpreted as a major step towards the creation of this all-

Christian unity because the ROC with its resources, congrega-
tion and influence is capable of lending the ecumenical dia-
logue the significance and prominence sought by the Vatican.

Patriarch [Kirill] is accused of building a rigid vertical of
power in the church system (akin to Putin’s power structure),
hushing up church problems, seeking wealth and material pos-
sessions, and suppressing pluralism within religious institu-
tions.

The meeting with the Pope is [therefore] critical to Kirill’s
image, as it raises his status and importance not only on a
regional or national level, but also all over the world. The
public believes that Pope Francis’ willingness to meet with
Patriarch Kirill distinguishes the Moscow Patriarch as the first
among equals, i.e. numerous Orthodox patriarchs.

De facto the meeting makes Patriarch Kirill the spokesperson
for the entire Orthodox world, even though such assessment is
contested by the heads of other local churches, especially Kirill’s
bitter rival Bartholomew I of Constantinople, who contends
not only for being the first in honor among all Eastern Ortho-
dox bishops, but also for communicating the will of all Ortho-
dox Christians.

The Moscow Patriarchate has long since surpassed all “old
churches,” and the meeting with the Pope and its agenda only
testifies to the prominence of the Russian Orthodox Church.

Moscow’s positions among local churches are already solid,
but being praised by the head of the Catholic Church may
not only strengthen them, but also deal a crushing blow to
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pret the parables, much less are they able to interpret the rich
man and the beggar—most difficult of all.

They have first adopted their theory on the plea of harmo-
nizing Christ and Plato, so that the doctrine of Jesus might be

less objectionable to “philosophy’ and have then put the Scrip-

tures to torture to compel it to speak according to their wishes.

This is just the reverse of what they ought to have done. They

should have put their philosophy on the Scripture rack, and if

it would not confess according to what is written, have con-

demned it to an “auto-da-fe,” because of its destructive her-

esy.––Printed from Berean, 1967

Second Voyage To Australia
By BRO. ROBERT ROBERTS

(Continued)

We arrived at Waterloo Station half-an-hour before the start-

ing of the train and found a considerable knot of brethren and

sisters assembled to see us off. The special train that was to

take us to Southampton (80 miles off) was not up to the plat-

form. At last it came, and then there was the usual rush and

scramble.

We were fortunate in securing a compartment all to our-

selves—seven in number—five voyageurs and two companions

going with us as far as Southampton. Having disposed of our

numerous packages on the parcel rack or otherwise, we were

settling down in comparative comfort when we had orders,

“You must all turn out. You have got into the wrong carriage:

there is only one carriage for the Darmstadt passengers.”

This was peculiarly unacceptable. It was not only a mani-

fest blunder of railway management (for there ought to have

been an officer in attendance to show the waiting and igno-

rant passengers their way): it was a cruel imitation of the tricky

boys who tied strings to crumbs and offered the crumbs to the

fowls, who eagerly gobbled them, of course, and then found

pleasure in pulling up the crumbs from the gizzards of the
unsuspecting creatures.

Worse than all, it had deprived us of the opportunity of
selecting an advantageous seat in a proper carriage, and made
it certain that with such company and such a formidable equip-

ment of impedimenta we should not be able to get seats in one

Constantinople, its arch-rival.
According to Daniil Parenkov, at the Moscow State Insti-

tute of International Relations, the Russian government will

also reap certain benefits of the past meeting: “Both the text of
the declaration and the assessment of the meeting by the
Vatican and the Moscow Patriarchate indicate that Kirill is
trying to position himself as a global religious figure. However,
it is clear that the meeting with the Pope strengthens Russia’s

global positions.”
If the Moscow Patriarch gains the status of a major reli-

gious figure of our time, the Russian authorities will be pre-

sented with new opportunities for the creation of a global agenda,
i.e. claiming the leading role in defending Christians and tra-
ditional Christian values worldwide.

The joint declaration’s 30 clauses (this declaration is several
times longer than any other Pope’s declaration finalizing ne-
gotiations with other patriarchs) touch upon a wide range of
issues and display the churches’ mutual interest in cooperation.

The essentially ecumenical declaration does not say much
on defending Christians in the Middle East, but expands on
the need to re-establish unity in the face of a new threat: the
destruction of religious values and moral pillars of the modern
society.

These general challenges include the crisis of Christianity in

Europe, the cradle of Christian civilization, which now needs

to be rescued through joint efforts of both Orthodox and Catho-

lic Christians.—Rus. Direct, 2/16

In meeting with a church that has vocally supported Russia
strategy in Syria, the Vatican may be inadvertently signaling
its approval, Frank Synsyn, director at the Centre for Ukrai-
nian Historical Research, told Foreign Policy. “I appreciate
that the Pope is concerned about the Middle East, but the rest
of his timing is very bad. It definitely gives credibility to Putin’s

moves in Syria.”—For. Policy, 2/16

THE POPE AND EUROPE
It need scarcely be said that the primary focus of the

Pope’s interest and activity is Europe, the “cradle of Chris-

tian civilization” as mentioned above. While not as promi-

nently reported on as some other papal exploits, take note

of an award the current pope is about to receive—

Pope Francis to be awarded the Charlemagne Prize on 6
May. The award ceremony will take place at the Vatican.
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It is nonsense for men to talk of understanding the Bible if
they do not understand the true doctrine of the Kingdom. As
well might one say that he understood Turner’s “Elements of
Chemistry” though ignorant of chemical science, or acquainted

only with alchemy.

The leaders and people of Israel were mere alchemists in

theology. They sought after the stone of Greek philosophy, and

stumbled at the Princely Stone, and bruised themselves to

death.

It is not to be wondered at that moderns should find the

interpretation of the parables beyond their skill. They are al-

chemists, like their prototypes of the forty-second generation

of Israel. The exposition of the parables relating to the King-

dom is as impossible to them as the analyses of alkalies and of

water were to the alchemists of the age of Paracelsus.

The fact is that the moderns, generally, understand less of

the Kingdom of God than the ancient Scribes, Pharisees and

lawyers. They have resolved it into a “kingdom of grace” and

a “kingdom of glory,” with an intermediate state, or not, ac-

cording to their taste. They tell us not to pray, “Thy Kingdom

come,” because it is already come. It came, they say, on the

day of Pentecost.

We ask, “Where is the throne?” In reply, they point to the

throne of the Invisible Majesty which they call the throne of

David, and tell us that there is the Lord Jesus, reigning over

the house of Jacob.

They teach also the Greek philosophy, or mythology rather,

concerning souls. At the instant of death they translate them

to heaven or hell—a theory by which the real Kingdom of God

is entirely superseded.

Pledged to this leaven, they can see nothing in the Bible

pertaining to the future free from the fermentation of immor-

tal-soulism and its consequences—an intermediate state with

its separate localities for the souls, or disembodied ghosts, of

the righteous and wicked dead. As if conscious of the weakness

of their theories, they seize with avidity upon every text (and
they are but few)—not to prove what they affirm—but out of

which they think they can create difficulties for those who
repudiate their dogmas.

We repeat: such, being ignorant of the real Kingdom of God

(and consequently of the Gospel of the Kingdom) cannot inter-

The International Charlemagne Prize of Aachen is awarded
for work done in the service of European unification. The prize

is named after Charlemagne, the King of the Franks, who was

revered by his contemporaries as the “Father of Europe”.
Citing his address to the European Parliament in 2014, the

prize committee commended the pope’s message of “peace and
understanding” as well as “compassion, tolerance, solidarity
and the integrity of creation throughout his pontificate.” “In
these times, in which many citizens in Europe seek orienta-
tion, His Holiness Pope Francis sends a message of love and
encouragement,” it said in a statement.

—Eur. Parliament News, 5/16
The unification of Europe into a Christian power is the

destined role of Gog and his army, and the outcome of the

“ten horns” “having one mind, giving their power and

strength unto the Beast” (Rev. 17:13). Surely we cannot be

far from the moment when the drunken woman, the ter-

rible ecclesiastical power of Rome, mother of harlots

(daughter churches), “with whom the kings of the earth

have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the

earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornica-

tion” (Rev. 17:2), will find herself astride the great colos-

sal Russo-Greek-Babylonian dragon power, in haughty

tones saying, “I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall

see no sorrow” (Rev. 18:7).

Bro. Roberts wrote concerning the end-state of this com-

bined system—

“As to Rev. 20:10, it must be observed that it is part of a

symbolism in which the beast stands for a system of con-

federate nations, (Rev 13: 17:9–12.) and the false prophet

for the ecclesiastical polity maintained among them. The

beast and false prophet being symbols, it follows that the

things alleged of them must be similarly symbolical in char-

acter. Torment day and night for ever and ever (or more

strictly rendered, ‘the ages of the ages’) must be taken as

the symbolical representative of the final completeness of

the result symbolised. That result is the infliction of God’s

destroying judgment on civil and ecclesiastical Europe.

“This judgment will break in pieces the kingdoms of the

continent, and entirely destroy the blasphemous system of

religion which they have helped through many centuries

to maintain. There will be no remedy. It will be God’s work:

and what can man do against God? And because the judg-

ment will prevail over all human resistance, and accom-
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One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago   (Continued from page 180)

Bro. Roberts, at the time wrote, in part—

Dear bro. Thomas—We have you in grateful remembrance, for,
under God, you have been our deliverer from the distressing
intellectual bondage, in which we were held, and in which the
wide world now lies.

Bro. Thomas remarked—

Though personally unknown to us, we have heard of our wor-
thy correspondent by the hearing of the ear. We are much

Kingdom of heaven” which the multitude could not under-
stand, because the key of knowledge was lost. They had “the
knowledge,” for it was in the “Law and the Prophets;” but
neither the learned nor the unlearned could interpret it aright.

Thus were fulfilled Isaiah’s words—

“They are drunken, but not with wine. They stagger, but not

with strong drink. For the Lord hath poured out upon them the

spirit of deep sleep; the prophets, their rulers, the seers, hath He

covered.

“And the vision hath become to them as the words of a book

that is sealed, which men deliver to one that is learned, saying,

Read this, I pray thee.

“And he saith, I cannot, for it is sealed.

“And the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying,

Read this, I pray thee. And he saith, I am not learned” (Isa.

29:9-12).

The “key” to the understanding of the knowledge of this

book they had lost. They had lost sight of the TRUE DOC-

TRINE OF GOD’S KINGDOM, and had embraced the vain

philosophy of their Greek and Roman masters which taught

immediate reward and punishment in Elysium and Tartarus

at the instant of death.

They expected Elijah to come and restore all things, and the

Kingdom to be reestablished with observation, when the Mes-

siah should appear and sit upon the throne of his father David;

but they understood not that—“He must first suffer many

things, and be rejected of their generation”—and by a resurrec-

tion from the dead be raised up to sit upon David’s throne

(Acts 2:30).

Neither did they understand that they who were to possess

the Kingdom with him must first be righteous men, and then

immortal by a resurrection from among the dead. They sup-

posed, when the Messiah came, he would promote them to the

honor and glory of his Kingdom, little dreaming that “the first

should be last” then; and that certain poor peasants of Galilee,

and “dogs” of the Gentiles from afar, should be first in the
Kingdom and empire of Shiloh.

The Kingdom of God, rightly understood, is the “key” to
the parables and, indeed, not to the parables only, but to the
whole Bible, for the Bible is in truth the BOOK OF THE KING-

DOM OF GOD.

plish its destined work, (referred to Paul in the following

words—) ‘Then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the

Lord will consume with the spirit of his mouth, and de-

stroy with the brightness of his coming’ ” (1865 Christa-

delphian, p. 272).

And Dr. Thomas concluded—“It is the European body

politic now assuming its last phase, with whose military

forces, the Lamb and they that shall be with him, will

have to contend in ‘the war of the great day of God Al-

mighty’. . .  Behold the Pope, and consider his true scrip-

tural status. Though stripped of all civil and military

power, he is still an element of the situation . . . He is

now the apocalyptic FALSE PROPHET—a spiritual chief,

uttering blasphemies and lies in the name of the True

Prophet, like unto Moses, without temporal dominion.

This is what the spiritual ‘LION MOUTH’ of the beast

will continue to be, until with the beast, which is the

eighth, he shall be taken by Jesus and the saints, and cast

alive into the lake of fire, kindled by the judicial fiery

stream issuing from the Ancient of Days.—(Dan. 7:9, 10;

Rev. 19:20)” (1871 Christadelphian, pg. 43).

“And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, COME

OUT OF HER, MY PEOPLE, that ye be not partakers of her

sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins have

reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniqui-

ties. Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto

her double according to her works: in the cup which she

hath filled fill to her double. How much she hath glorified

herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow

give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no

widow, and shall see no sorrow. Therefore shall her plagues

come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she

shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God

who judgeth her.” (Rev. 18:4–8).—T.D.C.
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obliged to him for the kind wishes he expresses in our behalf,
which do not abound towards us from all who are equally in-
debted to us for “turning them from darkness to light;” and
we wish we could add, “from the power of Satan unto God” . . .
Our labours bring us into contact with two classes who profess
the Truth—the lukewarm and the hot.
We are glad to hear that there are some of the latter in Old
England, who “intelligently and fully apprehend and earnestly
love the Truth,” and that we are esteemed most by these. We
find the same thing here. But as there are very, very few who
care anything about the Truth in this country, there are very
few who care anything about us, and have any good wishes to
bestow.—Herald, 1861

*              *              *
ANOTHER article by bro. Thomas was added, on the subject of “The Wicked
in the Resurrection.” His remarks are straight forward. We quote a few of
his thoughts—

Life by resurrection is not necessarily eternal life, or the life of
the Aion. This was the life Jesus brought to light in the Gospel
of the Kingdom, and referred to in Jn. 3:36. It is there termed
zooen aionian, aion-life. This is the life he that believeth not
into the Son shall not see . . .
It is life manifested through incorruptible body; and no one
can see it, or become the subject of it,  who does not attain to
an incorruptible body, though he may rise, like the apostoli-
cally resurrected from the dead. He rises with the wrath of
God abiding upon him, which when worked out, subjects him
to the Second Death.

Bro. Thomas then added—

He that hath not the Son of God is he that hath not believed in
him. He, therefore, hath no right to the life of the Spirit-man,
which  is bestowed on the faithful after they have appeared at
the judgment seat of Christ, been judged according to their
works, and pronounced to be the blessed of the Father. The
order is—1. Resurrection; 2. Appearance at the Judgment Seat;
3. Examination of Accounts; 4. Sentence of Approval; 5.
Change in the twinkling of an eye.

*              *              *
THERE are two good articles on the subject of “The Name of the Uncreate”
and “The Memorial Name of the Deity.” It answered the question as to whether
bro. Thomas’ understanding of the words “I Am” (Ex. 3:14), were better
translated as “I Shall Be.” Bro. Roberts stated in the first article—

In the investigation referred to, bro. J. W. Thirtle, who has con-
siderable knowledge of the original, has taken a leading part.
The result of the investigation will be found in the article suc-
ceeding to these remarks.

In forwarding the article to the editor, bro. Thirtle says—

Herewith I send the article I spoke about when in Birmingham
some weeks ago. It was then in posse; now I am glad it is in
esse—after a little toil. I believe it will be useful.
Believing Dr. Thomas’ position to be thoroughly sound, I have

calamities to be visited upon the generation contemporary with
Jesus and his apostles. Jehovah, consequently did not purpose
to give them light enough to lead them to a repentance by
which His indignation and wrath against the guilty nation

might be turned aside.

The leaders of the people had caused them to err. They had

made the Word of God of none effect by their tradition. They

had taken away the “key of knowledge” and had substituted

the mythology of the Greeks, which made the people’s heart

gross, their ears dull, and their eyes blind. The people were

blind, and their leaders were blind. Nevertheless, they said,

“We see;” therefore their sin remained.

This was the moral condition of the nation in the days of

Jesus. The minority acknowledged his claims to the throne of

David, and recognized in him the Son and Prophet of Jehovah.

But the overwhelming majority of the nation rejected him,

and constituted itself the fit and proper instrument blindly to

carry into effect the predetermination of God concerning His

Son.

In answer, therefore, to the inquiry—“Why speakest thou to

them in parables?”—the Lord Jesus replied—

“Because it is given unto you to understand the MYSTER-

IES (SECRETS) OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, but to them

it is not given. For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and

he shall have greater abundance. But whosoever hath not, from

him shall be taken away even that he hath.” “Therefore speak I

in parables, because they, seeing (saying they see), see not; and

hearing, they hear not; neither do they understand.

And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah—

“By hearing ye shall hear, and not understand; and seeing ye

shall see and not perceive. For this people’s heart is waxed gross,

and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed,

lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with

their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should

be converted, and I should heal them.”

“But blessed are your eyes, for they see; and your ears, for they
hear. For verily I say unto you that many prophets and righteous

men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not
seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not
heard them.”

The parables, then, were illustrative of “the secrets of the



178 Berean 2016 Berean 2016 147

confined myself as near as possible to showing that other writ-
ers have, on various points of doctrine and fact, expressed views
and made statements similar to those he held.”

 *              *              *
IN “Extracts from Correspondence,” bro. Roberts responded to the idea of

calling brethren in an ecclesia Elders and Deacons. To this bro. Roberts
clearly responded—

The bishops, elders and deacons of apostolic usage were all breth-
ren exercising authority by appointment by the Spirit of God: to
use the terms now would be misleading in the absence of the au-
thority which they represent . . .
Abstain from everything that will lead in the direction of lordship
or distinction of one over another. Do not call them official breth-
ren, but “serving brethren . . .”
Don’t call them presidents, managers, committees, etc., but pre-
siding brethren (the brethren who preside); managing brethren
(the brethren who manage); doorkeeping brethren (brethren who
attend to the doors) and so on.

*              *              *
UNDER the title of “The Bible True,” bro. Roberts mentioned—

The Absurdity of Atheism—The absurdity of atheism is never
so manifest as when it attempts to propound a theory of the ori-
gin of heaven and earth, or at least when this theory is put into
a naked form.
Beating about the bush, and indulging in vague generalities or
negative criticism, it may seem sapient enough, but take it back
to the beginning of things, or take it down to the foundation,
and ask it to define itself precisely, and its absurdity becomes
strikingly manifest.

*              *              *
THERE is an article printed on the subject “The First Verse of the New Testa-
ment.”—

Christ—David—Abraham. The intervening generations are care-
fully traced afterwards in the chapter; but in this verse they are
thrown into the background.
“Abraham and David” stand out as head lights, alone visible in
the great genealogical chart that leads to Christ. Why is this?
For what purpose is the matter put in this remarkable way?
“Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.” Why this
grouping of names so distant in time, and this ignoring of all
intervening generations?
It surely cannot be accidental, or without significance. The Lord
had a long line of ancestry according to the flesh, besides Abra-
ham and David; but of them all, those two only were those with
whom were made two comprehensive covenants of promise, em-
bracing within their scope the whole Gospel plan of salvation.
Surely this is the  explanation.

*              *              *
IN the “Notes” section, bro. Roberts commented—

1) A.V. (O. E.)—It is true we have been challenged by Mr. Symes,
one of Bradlaugh’s lieutenants, and an ex-Methodist preacher

Studies and Thoughts                    BY BROTHER JOHN THOMAS

THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM:
The Key to the Understanding of the Bible

“The disciples said: Why speakest thou unto them in para-

bles? Jesus answered: Because it is not given unto them to know

the mysteries of the Kingdom.”

The parables of Jesus were illustrations of the things of the

Kingdom of God spiritually discernable. Even the unsophisti-

cated and simple-minded apostles were under the necessity of

soliciting an explanation of them in private. Without this as-

sistance they found it impossible to understand his doctrine,

for before he had called them to be his apostles their minds

had been darkened like the rest by the Scribes and Pharisees’

leaven.

The interpretations of the Lord Jesus were the explanations

of the Spirit through him. By the light of these spiritual inter-

pretations they were able to discern—or understand—the mean-

ing of the parables.

If the parables were mere narratives of facts, their meaning

would have been obvious to the popular mind. But seeing that

they represent something different from the common signifi-

cation of the words and phrases spoken—that they had a hid-

den meaning—an interpretation of these dark sayings became

absolutely necessary to the comprehension of them.

The apostles were greatly astonished at the Lord Jesus that

he did not speak plainly to the people, and without enigma.

They said—“Why speakest thou to them in parables?” As if

they had said—

“If thou desirest that they should understand, and be con-

verted, and receive forgiveness of sins, in recognising thee as the

King of Israel, why dost thou not teach them so a child may

understand?”

Such a result as this, however, he was desirous to avoid. The

generation of Judah and Benjamin, the forty-second from

Abraham, was then in its youth. It was like the generations

that had preceded it, both crooked and perverse, and it was—

as the narratives of the evangelists and apostles and the his-

tory of Josephus prove—more obdurately wicked than all that

had gone before.
It was determined, therefore, to judge the nation by the
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April Answers–“Possessives”

LONDON, ON—Sat., & Sun., Oct.  10 & 11—bro. David Clubb, 42 Oneida

Rd., London, Ontario, Canada N5V 2X1; Phone (519) 451-4063; Fax (519)

451- 9627; Email: kdclubb@rogers.com

Hye, Texas
Monday, August 1 - Sunday, August 7, 2016

God willing, another Fraternal Gathering will be held this year at the Hye
grounds.  The following information will be needed for those planning to
attend.

Date/Time: The 7-day gathering will formally begin with the 8:00 a.m.
Business Meeting on Monday, August 1, and end with the 10:00 a.m. Memo-
rial Service on Sunday, August 7.  Lunch will be served after the Memorial
Meeting.

Daily Bible Readings and Youth Study Class at 9:30 a.m.;
Exhortation at 11:00 a.m.; Adult Study Class at 1:15 p.m. on Ezekiel,
beginning at chapter 25; Public Lecture at 8:00 p.m.

Saturday Youth Program: Information for Sunday School Scholars may
be obtained from the Youth Superintendent: bro. Tim Clubb, 202 Millbank
Dr, London, Ontario N6C 4W1; Phone: (519) 455-9962 or email:
tdclubb@me.com

Accommodations: We try to meet all accommodation preferences when
possible.

1.  Cabins located on the grounds (no monetary charge).
2.  Tent, camper and trailer spaces on the grounds.
3.  Motel rooms (at going motel rates):

      a. Stonewall: Approx. 5 miles from the grounds (only one motel)
      b. Fredericksburg: Approx. 25 miles from the grounds

  (variety of motels).
      c. Johnson City: Approx. 12 miles from the ground

   (variety of motels)
Meals: Served 3 times daily on the Hye Grounds.  Payments are volun-

tary; no records are kept.  If you are able to pay, the contribution guidelines
are – adults: $7.00/day, and children: $5.00/day.

Facilities: Handicap accessible showers and restrooms are located on the
grounds.

We extend a sincere fraternal welcome to all.
Reply to: bro. Dan Clubb, 4015 Black Oak Drive, Carrollton, Texas, USA

75007; Phone: (972) 939-5005 or email: danclubb@verizon.net

FRATERNAL GATHERINGS (If The Lord Will)

All That We Have
“When ye shall have done ALL those things which are commanded

you, say, We are unprofitable servants.” Let us ever keep that saying of

Christ in mind. It is a healthy and whole some view. ALL that we have

and are belongs to God, by right.—G.V.G.

  1. Mars’ hill
  2. Jews’ language
  3. Paul’s girdle
  4. Fish’s belly
  5. Birds’ claws
  6. Saul’s skirt
  7. Esau’s heel
  8. King’s mowings
  9. Mules’ burden
10. Ram’s horn
11. Moses’ father-in-law
12. Shoe’s latchet
13. River’s brink
14. Heart’s desire
15. Stone’s cast
16. Satan’s seat
17. Jacob’s well
18. Angels’ food
19. Swine’s snout
20. Lamb’s book

to debate the evidences of Christ’s Resurrection. We have not
yet made up our minds whether, with so much on hand, it would
be advantageous to debate a subject so recently canvassed with
Mr. Symes’ chief.
2) G. B.—The idea of any brother or sister who may be alone in
a town, attending church or chapel, must strike all scripturally
enlightened minds as incongruous. The brotherhood or sister-
hood must be very weak where such a course could be followed.
There is, of course, such a thing as weak brotherhood; and we
must not be harsh in dealing with it. Still faithful men will never
lower the flag half an inch to conciliate expediences.
3) Now Ready: The Town Hall Lectures—In harmony with the
desire of many, the four Lectures delivered in the Town Hall,
on the Return of Christ to the Earth, by the Editor, are now
published. They make a pamphlet of 48 pages. The first thou-
sand copies were snapped up immediately on publication.

*              *              *
BIBLE Lectures (135 Years Ago)––

“The Politics of the Great Future”
“The Bible or the Church—One or the Other”
“Is the Doctrine of the Trinity Taught in the Bible?”
“Who is the Prince of the Power of the Air?”
“The Old Serpent, the Devil and Satan”
“The Approaching Return of the Jews”
“Man, Living and Dead”
“Infant Sprinkling: Is it of God or Men?”
“Why has God Done so Much for Man’s Salvation?”
“The Drunkenness of the Nations Referred to in the
   Apocalypse”
“Great and Terrible War”
“Man in Innocence, in Transgression, in Grace, and in Glory”
“The Great City Spiritually called Sodom and Egypt”

21. Fuller’s soap
22. Adam’s transgression
23. Camel’s furniture
24. Herod’s birthday
25. Writer’s inkhorn
26. Esther’s feast
27. Potter’s vessel
28. Caesar’s friend
29. Badgers’ skins
30. Needle’s eye
31. Enemy’s ox or ass
32. Weaver’s beam
33. Mother’s milk
34. Brother’s keeper
35. Prophet’s reward
36. Chaldees’ excellency
37. Augustus’ band
38. Another’s burdens
39. This day’s uproar
40. Children’s crumbs
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CHRIST IS COMING SOON AND WILL REIGN ON EARTH

Assisted by bro. Tim Clubb, 2078 Pennyroyal St., London, Ont., Canada  N5X 0E6

BIBLE PUZZLE—“Expressions”

  l. Ur of (Gen. 15:7)
  2. Dan to (1 Sam. 3:20)
  3. Cave of (Gen. 23:9)
  4. Bulls of (Psa. 22:12)
  5. Rose of (S of S 2:1)
  6. Tarry at (2 Sam. 10:5)
  7. Ships of (Isa. 2:16)
  8. Songs of (Psa. 137:3)
  9. Queen of (2 Ch. 9:1)
10. Eliezer of (Gen. 15:2)
11. But thou (Mic. 5:2)
12. Titus unto (2 Tim. 4:10)
13. India unto (Es. 1:1)
14. Ye men of (Acts 17:22)
15. No balm in (Jer. 8:22)
16. Left sick at (2 Tim. 4:20)
17. By night to (Acts 23:31)
18. Tetrarch of (Lk 3:1)
19. Eastward in (Gen. 2:8)
20. Baptizing in (Jhn. 3:23)

21. By the river (Ezk. 1:1)
22. Herdmen of (Amos 1:1)
23. At the place (Ezra 8:17)
24. Fishpools in (S of S 7:4)
25. Tell it not in (2 Sam. 1:20)
26. Third river is (Gen. 2:14)
27. A stranger in (Lk. 24:18)
28. Sold him into (Gen. 37:36)
29. Shorn head in (Acts 18:18)
30. As the dew of (Psa. 133:3)
31. Entering in of (Josh. 13:5)
32. If I prefer not (Psa. 137:6)
33. I must also see (Acts 19:21)
34. Woe unto thee (Mt. 11:21)
35. Taught men of (Jg. 8:16)
36. Philip found at (Acts 8:40)
37. Come over into (Acts 16:9)
38. Plain in land of (Gen, 11:2)
39. Ships broken at (1 Kgs. 22:48)
40. We sailed under (Acts 27:7)

Abilene
Aenon
Antipatris
Athens
Azotus
Bashan
Beer-sheba
Bethlehem
Casiphia
Cenchrea

Chaldees
Chebar
Chorazin
Crete
Dalmatia
Damascus
Eden
Egypt
Ethiopia
Ezion-geber

Gath
Gilead
Hamath
Hermon
Heshbon
Hiddekel
Jericho
Jerusalem
Jerusalem
Macedonia

Machpelah
Miletum
Rome
Sharon
Sheba
Shinar
Succoth
Tarshish
Tekoa
Zion

One Hundred & Thirty-Five Years Ago
The Christadelphian, May, 1881

THE opening article for this month by bro. Thomas, selected by bro. Rob-
erts, was entitled “Twenty Years Ago.” Bro. Roberts explained its use—

In April, 1861, the editor of the Christadelphian, then a strip-
ling of twenty two years (engaged on the Huddersfield Exam-
iner in the capacity of reporter), addressed a letter to bro. Tho-
mas, in expression of his strong sentiments of individual in-
debtedness for enlightenment in the Scripture received
through the reading of Dr. Thomas’ writings. The Dr. published
the letter in the Herald for 1861, with remarks.




