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Ecclesial News 
WHANGAREI, NEW ZEALAND- Bro. Stephen Crocker, PO Box 71, Ruakaka 
0151, New Zealand; phone 64-9-432-1609 Email: sdcrocker2005@gmail.com 

DEAR brethren and sisters, 
Loving Greetings to all our Brethren and Sisters scattered 

throughout the world. 
We are separated by many miles, but we are united through 

our common beliefs in our Heavenly Father and his son, The 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

We were pleased to be able to welcome to our small meeting sis. 
Cathy Clubb from London, Ontario, Canada, and her grandson, 
bro. Isaac Clubb, from Early, Texas, USA, for 2 weeks in Nov. & 
Dec. 2018. 

It was an uplifting time for us to have their company and 
share their thoughts and discussions on spiritual matters. We 
thank them for their visit. Bro. Isaac also gave a lecture on The 
True Nature of the Antichrist, but sadly no strangers took the 
opportunity to hear the Truth. 

We are living in momentus times, with the promised return of 
our Lord so near, so let us take courage and be ever watchful. 

"Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye 
therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves." (Matt 10:16). 

Your brother in Christ, Stephen Crocker 

IF we are honest hearted, or at least striving with all our might 
to be honest-hearted-and this should be absolutely fundamental 
with any claiming to be a brother or sister of Christ-then the 
greatest thing we need, and what we should most pray for-is to 
SEE the right way in any circumstance, condition, doctrine or 
issue.-G. VG. 

FRATERNAL GATHERINGS (If The Lord Will) 
HYE, TX-Mon., Jul. 29-Sun., Aug. 4-bro. Dan Clubb, 4015 Black Oak Dr., 
Carrollton, Texas, USA 75007. Phone (972) 800-1858; Email: danclubb@ 
verizon.net. 
LONDON, ON-Sat., & Sun., Oct. 12 & 13-bro. Tim Clubb, 202 Millbank Dr., 
London, Ontario, Canada N6C 4W1; Phone (519) 455-9962; Email: timclubb@ 
hotmail.com 

"THE BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN (ISSN 0199-4131) is published 
monthly for $15.00 U.S. per year by The Berean Christadelphian, 3540 
Pineridge, Houston, Texas, U.S.A. 77009. Periodicals postage paid at 
Houston, Texas, U.S.A. 77201 . POSTMASTER: Send address chang
es to THE BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN, 3540 Pineridge, Houston, 
Texas, U.S.A. 77009." 
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Studies and Thoughts svsRoTHERJoHNTHOMAs 

THE GLAD TIDINGS OF THE KINGDOM 
'The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He hath 

anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; 
and to preach the acceptable year of the Lord" (Lk. 4:19). 
IT is admitted, that Jesus fulfilled his mission; consequently, 

in his proclamation he preached the good news of the acceptable 
season, or blessed era of the Lord. But, what was the great focal 
truth of this acceptable year? Let Jesus answer the question in 
his own words-

''/ must preach the KINGDOM OF GOD; for THEREFORE AM 
I SENT"(Lk. 4:43). 
-and so much did he preach about this Kingdom that the people 
become impatient and sought to take him by force and make 
him King. But he would not permit it-

''.fl.nd because they thought that the kingdom of God was im
mediately to appear, he spake a parable to them." 
-in which he gave them to understand that he must first take 
a journey into a far country to be presented before the Ancient 
of Days to receive from Him the Kingdom, and then to return; 
when he would bestow upon his servants power and authority 
over the cities of the world (Dan. 7:13, 14; Lk. 19:11, 17; Dan. 
7:18, 27). 

According to this arrangement, Jesus rose from the dead 
and took his departure; when he ascended to the right hand 
of the Majesty in the heavens, where he is now. He has not yet 
received the Kingdom, glory, and dominion, or he would have 
already returned. He is waiting for this-

"Sitting at the right hand of God UNTIL his foes are made 
his footstool" (Psa. 110:1). 

He will then appear in his kingdom and rule as King over all 
the earth. 

* * * 
The Gospel, then, was preached to Abraham by the angel of 

the Lord; and it was preached by Jesus to his own nation, and 
to them only; for (Matt. 15:24.)-

"He was not sent, save to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." 
Paul also declares that it was preached to that generation of 

Israelites whose carcases fell in the wilderness; but it did not 
profit them because they did not believe it (Heb. 4:2). Therefore, 
God swore in His wrath that they should not enter into the Rest 
it proclaimed (Heb. 3:18, 19). 

Before he suffered on the accursed tree, Jesus sent his apos
tles, and seventy others, throughout the land to "preach the 
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kingdom of God". In recording their obedience to his command, 
Luke says (9:2, 6)-

''They went through the towns preaching THE GOSPEL." 
-so that it is clear that to preach the Kingdom is to preach the 
Gospel; and to preach the Gospel is to preach the Kingdom of God. 

This is a most important demonstration; for it enables us to 
determine WHEN we hear the Gospel. The Gospel is not preached 
when the things of the Kingdom are omitted. And this is one 
grand defect in modern preaching. Either there is nothing said 
about the Kingdom; or a kingdom is preached which is a mere 
matter of speculation; a kingdom of heaven in principle, in the 
hearts of men, or somewhere beyond the skies! 

But the Gospel does not treat of such a kingdom as this; a 
mere fiction indoctrinated into men's minds by "the cunning 
craftiness of those who lie in wait to deceive". So inseparable 
is the idea of Gospel from that of Kingdom that we find them, 
not only substituted for each other, but associated together as 
terms of explanation. Thus,-

"Jesus went throughout every city and village, preaching 
and showing the glad tidings of the Kingdom of God" (Lk. 8: 1; 
Mk. 1:14). 
-and in the prophecy of Mount Olivet it is written-

''This GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM shall be preached in 
all the habitable (Ev OA[l T[I ol xouµevo Roman Empire) for a 
testimony to all the nations; and then shall come the end" (Matt. 
24:14). 

After he rose from the dead, he commanded the apostles, 
saying-

"Go, preach the Gospel to every creature: he that believes and 
is immersed shall be saved; and he that believes not shall be con
demned':· and ''Lo, I am with you always, until the end of the world." 

In view of these texts, can anyone be so mystified as not to 
see that salvation is predicated on believing THE Gospel of the 
Kingdom, and being baptized into Jesus Christ? 

They were to preach "this Gospel of the Kingdom" in the name 
of Jesus. How did they execute the work? 

"They went forth and preached everywhere, the Lord working 
with them, and confirming the word with signs following"(Mark 
16:20) 

They began at Jerusalem, passed throughout Judea, then 
went to Samaria, and lastly, to the end of the earth. They began 
on the day of Pentecost, and preached only to the Jews for several 
years; at the end of which, Peter and Paul began to proclaim 
the Kingdom to Gentiles also. 

The labors of the apostles were indefatigable. They filled the 
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Roman empire with their doctrine, and made such an impres
sion upon it that tumults were excited; and they were charged 
with treason against the state, because they proclaimed another 
king than Caesar (Acts 17:7, 31), who should rule the world in 
righteousness as the sovereign Lord of all the earth. 

"They spake the word of God with boldness." 
"The multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of 

one soul." 
-and great kindness was among them all. In about thirty years, 
the Gospel of the Kingdom was proclaimed in all the world, to 
every creature under the heaven (Col. 1:6, 23). They finished 
their work, and fell asleep, the Lord having abundantly fulfilled 
his promise of co-operating with them to the end of the world. 

* * * 
Thus, the same Gospel that was preached to Abraham was 

preached also to Jews and Gentiles by the apostles after the as
cension of Jesus to the right hand of power. There was, however, 
this difference: when it was preached to Abraham and to the 
generation which perished in the Wilderness, it was altogether 
a matter of promise; but when preached by the apostles to the 
Roman nations, some things connected with the promise were 
fulfilled: so that the Gospel of the Kingdom, as they preached it, 
was partly a matter of promise, partly a matter of history, and 
partly doctrinal. It was thus presented to mankind in a threefold 
point of view, which may be stated in this form:-

1. Promises to be fulfilled; or, things concerning the Kingdom 
of God. 
2. Promises fulfilled already; or, things concerning Jesus. 
3. The doctrinal import of the fulfilled promises; or, things 
concerning his Name. 
A man might believe all the promises and the doctrinal im

port, but if he did not believe that Jesus of Nazareth was the 
subject of them, he would make a very good believing Jew under 
the law, but he would not be a Christian under grace. This is 
the great turning point in the faith of an enlightened Jew, and 
Christian. Is Jesus of Nazareth the personage described in the 
Law and the Prophets; has he right and title to the throne of 
David, and to the dominion of the world? 

The Jew says, "No, we look for another": but the Christian 
replies, "He unquestionably is the person: we look for no other; 
but assuredly expect the re-appearance of 'this same Jesus' on 
earth, to restore the throne and kingdom of David; to occupy 
them as the King of the Jews; and to be the Melchizedec High 
Priest and the Ruler of the nations." 

Hence, it is the foundation truth of the Gospel of the Kingdom, 
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that Jesus of Nazareth is the Anointed King, the Son of the living 
God. He is the Rock, or Strength, of Israel; whose power will 
never be restored till he sits upon the throne of their Kingdom, 
and is acknowledged as King by the nation. 

On the other hand, a man may believe that Jesus is the Son 
of God; that he was sent of God as a messenger to Israel; that 
there is remission of sins through the shedding of his blood; 
that he is the savior; and that he rose from the dead:-if he be
lieve these things, but be ignorant, and consequently faithless, 
of "the things of the Kingdom," he cannot obtain glory, honor, 
incorruptibility and life in that kingdom. 

The condition of salvation is the belief of the WHOLE Gospel 
and obedience to it. It is not, "He that believes in Jesus Christ, 
and is immersed, shall be saved"; but-

''He who shall believe THE GOSPEL, and is immersed" (Mk. 
16:15, 16). 

Simply to believe in Jesus is to believe no more than in "the 
messenger"; but, he was sent to preach the Gospel to the poor; 
to show the glad tidings of the Kingdom of God: this was his 
message, the message of God to the Jew first, and afterwards 
to the Greek. Let it be remembered, then, that salvation is 
predicated upon belief in the messenger and in the message he 
brings from God. 

The unhappy condition of the professing world at the pres
ent time is, that they have no faith in the message of God, but 
rather ridicule it, and heap insult upon those who contend for 
it. "I CAME TO PREACH THE KINGDOM OF GOD", says Jesus. 

"Oh! we believe that thou camest from God, because no man 
could do the miracles thou doest unless God were with him: but 
we do not believe a word in a kingdom in Judea under thy rule. 
We have no idea of thy coming to this cursed earth again to reign 
in Jerusalem, and to sit as a priest upon a throne there. 

"This is nothing but the day dream of those who take thy 
words, and the sayings of the prophets, as if they were to be un
derstood in the carnal, or literal sense. It would be derogatory to 
the interests of God to suppose or desire such a consummation. 

''No, no; we believe thou art at the right hand of the Majesty 
in the heavens, now reigning over mankind; that we are thy 
ministers and ambassadors on earth; and that in enriching us, 
the world is giving its substance and doing homage to thee; and 
that when we die, we shall come to thee, and kingdoms rule 
beyond the skies! 

"Our churches are thy kingdom here, and it is our deep and 
pious conviction, that the more they confide in us, and the less 
they trouble themselves about the millennium, the better it will 
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be for them, and for the peace of the denominations to which they 
belong." 

This is in effect the language of the religious leaders of the 
world, and of those who surrender their understandings to the 
traditions with which they make of none effect the "word of the 
Kingdom of God". But these traditions are sheer nonsense, and 
without the least foundation in the Scriptures. 

* * * 
When the apostles preached on the day of Pentecost, they 

announced that God had raised up Jesus to sit upon the throne 
of David (Acts 2:30). In the porch of the temple, they told the 
Jews that God would send Jesus Christ to them at the time 
of the restitution (Acts 3:21). When Philip preached the word 
concerning Christ to the Samaritans, he announced-

"The things concerning the Kingdom of God and the Name of 
Jesus Christ" (Acts 8:12). 

In the convention of the apostles and elders, James invited 
their attention to Peter's narrative and the prediction of Amos. 
He stated that the work to be done was to take out of the nations 
a People for the name of God, as it is written-

"After this I will return, and raise up the dwelling place of 
David that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I 
will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old: 
that they may possess the remnant of Edom, and all the heathen 
which are called by My Name. 

''.And I will bring again the captivity of My people Israel, and 
they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall 
plant vineyards and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make 
gardens, and eat the fruit of them. 

''.And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more 
be pulled up out of their land which I have given them, saith the 
Lord" (Acts 15:14-18). 

In Athens, Paul announced that God intended to rule the 
world in righteousness by Jesus Christ; and that He had raised 
him from the dead as an assurance of its verity (Acts 17:31) In 
the Ephesian synagogue he disputed for three months, persuad
ing the things concerning the Kingdom of God (Acts 19:8). Paul 
stood at the bar of Agrippa, and was judged-

''For the hope of the promise made of God unto the fathers; 
unto which promise the twelve tribes of Israel, instantly serving 
God, day and night, hope to come"(Acts 26:6-7). 

Hence, he preached the hope of Israel's twelve tribes, as set 
forth in Amos, and all the prophets; and directed their attention 
to Jesus as the personage whom God had raised up to accomplish 
their desire. Indeed, he told the Jews at Rome plainly, that he 
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was a prisoner in chains on account of the hope of Israel; and in 
illustration of it (Acts 28:20-31)-

"He expounded and testified the Kingdom of God, both out 
of the law of Moses and the prophets, and teaching those things 
which concern the Lord Jesus Christ". 

According to the law and the testimony he spoke, diffusing 
the light of the glorious Gospel of the blessed God, for two whole 
years in Rome, 

"The great city which reigns over the kings of the earth". 
To understand the relations of things, it must be known that 

the Gospel stands related to Abraham's descendants before the 
preaching of John the Baptist; to Israel from John to the day of 
Pentecost; from this epoch until the calling of the Gentiles; and 
then to the Gentiles at large. 

"The Law and the Prophets were until John, then the Kingdom 
of God was proclaimed ... " 
-to Israel by John, Jesus, the seventy, and the twelve. 

Second Voyage To Australia 
(Continued) 

AFTER tea and some conversation on the affairs of the Truth, 
we returned to Elizabeth. 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9TH: THE DAY OF THE FUNERAL 

Morning dawned bright and beautiful, a perfect day of the 
lovely Indian summer that corresponds with our English autumn, 
but is brighter and milder. The funeral was fixed for 10.30; and 
after an early breakfast, a start was made for New York, and 
Greenwood reached in good time. 

The duty devolved upon brother Bruce and brother Walker 
of first seeing the face of the dead. We repaired to the vault. A 
large zinc-lined box containing the coffin was brought out into 
the vestibule and placed on bearers. Attendants removed the 
lid and cut the zinc. The coffin-lid was removed, and the form 
of our departed fellow-pilgrim exposed to view. Whatever mis
apprehensions or fears we may have had, vanished at sight. In 
perfect repose, without the least trace of distortion, the features 
rested with an air of dignified contentment. He looked as though, 
in response to the command from heaven, he might at once have 
arisen and stepped forth modestly to receive the verdict of the 
Judge of All the Earth. In the midst of all the sorrow, a sense of 
satisfaction came over us-"So He giveth His beloved sleep." 

The coffin was then closed again, and placed in a hearse for 
removal to the grave. At the grave-side, it was placed transversely 
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on the box that had contained it, and a large company of between 
250 and 300 brethren and sisters and friends gathered round. 
Many had come from great distances (according to English 
ideas), and many who had been arranging for brother Roberts 
to lecture, now came to see him buried. Brother Bruce gave out 
the hymn, "Short is the Measure of our Days," and then read 
the 103rd Psalm. 

Brother Walker then spoke to the company assembled. The 
substance of what he said (or intended to say, for he was too 
much distressed to say it properly) was in brief as follows-

The Psalm read had said of God: "He made known His ways 
unto Moses, His acts unto the children of Israel." Though so far 
down the ages from the days of Moses, and so far removed from 
the lands that saw the mighty acts of God, we were nevertheless, 
in these latter days, and on this sad occasion in very direct re
lation to those "ways" and "acts." The company assembled were 
conversant with the gracious purpose of God to fill the earth 
with His glory, and they were well aware, from the history of His 
operations among men, how "His way" had been made known 
on earth and had been by "all flesh" corrupted. 

The history of the antediluvian corruption, as they well knew, 
had been repeated in Israel, and later in Christendom, since the 
departure of the Lord from the earth. They knew, however, from 
the Scriptures, that the Lord was not to return to the earth to 
find absolutely no one in the land of the living interested in His 
work, and obedient to His commands; and they were witnesses 
to the fact that God had, in this generation, by the hand of Dr. 
Thomas, caused a great revival of the Truth, with the effect of 
"making ready a people prepared for the Lord." 

The work of Dr. Thomas was a great and enduring one. It 
might be said that he first crystallized his testimony, as it were, 
in Elpis Israel about 1848. It was now 1898. Fifty years had 
passed away. They did not require to be reminded how fully 
the history of those fifty years had borne out all the Doctor's 
scripturally founded expectations, saving only their culmination 
in the prematurely anticipated return of the Lord from heaven. 
They had seen the dreadful temporal power of the Papacy fall 
at the time expected. They had seen the "three unclean spirits 
like frogs "go forth on their mission in the order revealed by the 
Lord. They had seen the outcome of this in the unparalleled war 
preparations that had become the order of the day all the earth 
over, and in which now their own strong young nation, throwing 
aside its most cherished traditions and policies, had joined with 
feverish energy, and had just struck a heavy and successful blow 
at one of the foremost Papal nations. They witnessed also an 
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extraordinary revulsion of feeling between their country and 
British Tarshish. Jealousies were disappearing fast and that 
"alliance beyond the limits of the Kingdom of Babylon," of which 
Dr. Thomas spoke, was almost within sight. The steady strides 
of the King of the North toward the position divinely assigned 
to him, and the slow but inevitable drying up of the Apocalyptic 
Euphrates, were other items that might be mentioned in a great 
mass of evidence which demonstrated that the words of the 
prophets had been correctly understood, and that therefore we 
stood in "the time of the end," when ''Blessed is he that watcheth 
and keepeth his garments." 

Twenty-seven years ago, Dr. Thomas had gone to his rest, and 
the brother whom we were now laying to rest beside him stood 
here in sorrow, with that much of his witnessing before him. It 
had been faithfully accomplished. Many winds of doctrine had 
blown across the troubled sea since then, but he had not been 
carried away by them. Faithfully, patiently and kindly, he had 
followed Dr. Thomas in building upon the sure foundation of 
apostles and prophets, and now the Lord had signified "It is 
enough," and in the wonderful Providence of God he had been 
gathered swiftly and painlessly to his rest beside his senior 
witness in the Lord. 

The inscription on the stone beside us said that Dr. Thomas 
left behind him "The Christadelphians to continue the work be
gun." In the front rank brother Roberts had "continued" faithfully 
till his course was run, and there was a kind of dramatic sense 
of completeness in the career that ended thus and here. He was 
"taken away from the evil to come," while we remained. 

Concerning him we were comforted, but for ourselves we 
mourned. We must not despair, but holding fast the blessed hope 
press on to the end, which seemed so near, and might be nearer 
to any of us individually than we supposed. 

Then the hymn: "There is a calm for saints who weep," was 
sung, and brother Walker in a closing prayer thanked God for 
the labors of the faithful who had gone before us and besought 
His mercy and guidance on those who were still toiling in their 
pilgrimage. 

The coffin lid was then removed and brethren and sisters 
filed past to take the last look before the resurrection. This being 
accomplished, the coffin, enclosed in the outer box, was lowered 
into the grave, which being filled up, was crowned by some loving 
hands with a large and beautiful floral emblem displaying in 
violet colour on a snow white ground the simple legend:-

"OUR BROTHER." 
For a long time the company lingered round the grave. 
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Knots of brethren from far distant places meeting in this sad 
and unexpected manner, mingled gladness and sorrow in their 
salutations and talk over the affairs of the Truth. 

Some who had been comparatively recently transplanted 
from England took occasion to charge us with greetings to home 
friends. The sister of a Birmingham sister, though not in the 
Truth, at her request represented her at the funeral. The infir
mity of the moment prevented anything like a fair recollection 
of most of the names of those who spoke with us, and therefore 
no mention of them is attempted. 

Very many were well known by correspondence, whom we 
supposed we should never meet in the flesh. Many earnest 
assurances of help in the work of the Truth were given, and at 
last we separated to meet again in Jersey City in the afternoon 
for the breaking of bread. 

Brother Bruce, having compassion on us, refused in advance 
several kind invitations, the acceptance of any of which would 
have involved the strain of social intercourse that under other 
circumstances would have been a pleasure. He carried us off to 
New York, where we had a quiet lunch in a central hotel, and 
afterwards spent a restful half-hour in a pleasant front room di
rectly facing the highest tower of Babel in the city. This enormous 
block of building in white stone consists of some thirty stories, 
and rises to a height of over 300 feet. The effect produced is not 
pleasing, as it is of course planted among a crowd of buildings of 
all sizes and designs, without any relation or proportion to them. 

Still, it was very interesting, as affording something like 
an adequate basis of comparison with the corner towers of the 
Temple of Ezekiel's Prophecy. Mentally enlarging the base of the 
building to three or four times its real size, and adding somewhat 
over 100 feet to its height, we could well imagine a section of 
that "house of prayer for all nations" in which "the Lord alone 
shall be exalted in that day" when "the lofty looks of man shall 
(have been) humbled, and the haughtiness of men bowed down." 

From New York we repaired to Jersey City to the meeting. 
It was a very large one for that part, the Hall being more than 
filled. The usual order of procedure of necessity differs somewhat 
from that of most English and Colonial ecclesias. Being so widely 
separated by distance, the brethren and sisters are unable to 
come together more than once in the day, and being unwilling 
to neglect the proclamation of the Truth altogether, to attend 
to the breaking of bread, they combine the two services, or only 
separate them by a brief interval, the lecture coming first. On 
this occasion, however, the hour of meeting being later (3:30), 
and the occasion not an ordinary one, the lecture was dispensed 
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with, and the whole attention centred on the memory of Christ 
and the comfort of the brethren and sisters. We were asked to 
speak a word of exhortation, which, in the ideas it was intended 
to reflect, was appropriately found in the readings for the day 
from the epistle to the Phillipians, in which Paul, "in a strait 
betwixt the two," that is the desirability of his continued life for 
the brethren's sake, or death for his own release, alluding to his 
"loss of all things" for Christ's sake, counted them all but dross 
that he might know Christ "and the power of his resurrection, 
and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable to 
his death" that he might at any cost attain unto the resurrection 
of the just. 

As Paul's latter-day brethren and sisters, we gathered to
gether round the bread and wine, the appointed symbols of the 
body and blood of Christ, and sought the comfort we needed 
after having been occupied in putting to rest in the grave a 
brother who enthusiastically heard, and received, and held 
fast the preaching and faith of the apostles. Compassed with 
sorrows and infirmities, we were cheered by the spectacle of 
Christ's "chosen vessel" in the same distressed but not "forsaken" 
condition, pressing forward toward the mark-"not as though I 
had already attained, either were already perfect." What more 
inspiring than his call-

"Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which 
so walk as ye have us for an example"? We were in that following, 
and we "marked" such, and if we felt more than ever "strangers 
and pilgrims," as loved and trusted comrades fell on the desert 
sands, the greater was our assurance with Paul that-

"Our citizenship is in heaven, from whence we also look for the 
Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change our vile body that 
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body according to the 
working whereby he is ab/,e even to subdue all things unto himself." 

The Divine Purpose And Promise 
Traced From The Beginning 

A LECTURE BY BRO. G. V. GROWCOTT 
(Continued) 

IN the God-commanded offering of his only beloved son Isaac, 
Abraham in faith enacted the sacrifice of Christ, and testified 
to his faith in the resurrection, as Paul says in Hebrews 11:19. 
When Isaac enquired about the sacrifice, Abraham said pro
phetically-"God will provide Himself a Lamb." Jesus remarked 
(John 8:56)-''.Abraham rejoiced to see my day." Rev. 13:8-
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"The Lamb slain from the foundation of the world." 
* * * 

We return to the Old Testament, and pass on to the end of 
Genesis, chapter 49: 1, 10, where Jacob, by the Spirit, speaks 
of the distant future of his family-

'1 will tell you that which shall befall you in the last days ... 
The sceptre (the rulership) shall not depart from Judah, nor a 
lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh (the Peaceful One, 
the One Seed) come: 

''.And unto him shall the gathering of the people be." 
That is, the Ruler and Lawgiver, the bringer of Peace on 

Earth, must come from Judah, and he will gather the people. 
Here is a further revelation of the purpose. The Seed of the 

Woman, the Seed of Abraham to rule all nations, is to come 
through the Tribe of Judah. 

It is clear as it stands: but two things make it even clearer. 
"Gathering'' is more correctly "obedience," and is so translated 
elsewhere. And "people" should be "peoples" (plural) as in the 
Revised Version, and the plural form always applies to the na
tions. Gesenius renders it-"The obedience of the nations." 

* * * 
In time, as God had promised Abraham, Israel came forth 

from Egypt under Moses, and were constituted a nation at 
Sinai. And there, God gave them a national law-The Law of 
Moses-which was to regulate their existence for the waiting 
time until the coming of the promised Messiah, through and in 
whom the Promises were to be fulfilled. 

Besides its practical necessity of regulating a nation, the 
apostles tell us the Law of Moses had a two-fold purpose-

1. To condemn all flesh: To show that weak, sinful man cannot 
earn salvation by works of obedience, and, 

2. To lead to Christ: to point forward to Christ. To show the 
necessity of Christ, to illustrate by a multitude of sacrificial 
and purifying ordinances and rituals, the various aspects and 
meanings of the great once-for-all sacrifice of Christ, "the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world." 

The great lesson of the Law was holiness and constant rep
etitious cleansing and purging from the uncleanness of sin, of 
the mortal flesh of death. The Law teaches over and over that 
everything to do with present mortal sinful flesh is unclean, and 
must be purged by sacrifice. 

And Moses said to them in his solemn farewell address (Deut. 
18:15)-

"The Lord God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst 
of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me. Unto him shall ye hearken." 
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A prophet "like unto me." God through Moses inaugurated 
a new beginning. Moses brought them out of bondage to the 
Promised Land. He organized them as a nation, and gave them 
national laws and an organization of worship. But their con
stitution waxed old, says Paul. Christ was to do the same on a 
larger, eternal scale--A new beginning. 

* * * 
As we are about now to go into the prophets, let us for a 

moment look at Acts 3, where Peter applies the statement of 
Moses to Christ's second coming in power and glory when Mo
ses' prophecy will be fulfilled. Peter quotes Moses' words in Acts 
3:22-23-

''.A Prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you ... every 
soul which will not hear that Prophet shall be destroyed from 
among the people'~That is absolutely still future. 

Now let us look back at verses 19-21 of Acts 3 to see what Peter 
says about the time and occasion and when this will be fulfilled

''Repent ... that your sins may be blotted out when the times 
of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord." 

''.And He shall send Jesus Christ, whom the heavens must receive 
until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken 
by the mouth of ALL His holy prophets since the world began." 

He says here that Christ must remain in heaven until a cer
tain determined time. He calls that time the "time ofrestitution 
of all things." And he says God has spoken of that time by all 
"His holy prophets." 

And he says that when that time comes, God will send Christ 
for his appointed work, which involves, as Moses said, destroying 
all who will not submit to him: that is, universal dominion

''.A.ll nations shall serve and obey him"(Psa. 72:11). "The nation 
and Kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish" (Isa. 60:12). 

* * * 
We return to Moses, and there is an interesting and significant 

incident while they were in the wilderness. It is in Numbers 14. 
While ten of the twelve spies brought back a fearful report con
cerning the fierceness and might of the inhabitants of the land, 
the people rebelled and would not go forward to possess it. 

God was very angry. Ten times they had rebelled against God 
and against Moses' divinely appointed leadership. At Moses' 
pleading, God forgave them again, and did not destroy them. 
But He took the occasion to reiterate His Eternal Purpose, even 
though Israel, His chosen instrument, were so rebellious (v. 21)-

''But as surely as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the 
glory of the Lord." 

The Divine Purpose would not fail. Regardless of the continual 
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rebellion of the "Chosen People," God would at last fill the earth 
with His glory. We still await that time, but we are sure it is 
now very near. 

Moses brought them to the border of the Promised Land. Then 
appear the strange prophecies of Balaam in Numbers 24 who 
sought to curse Israel, but was forced to bless them. Looking 
upon Israel, he said (v. 7)-

''His King shall be higher than Agag, and his Kingdom shall 
be exalted. " 

This is the first time in prophecy that Christ is spoken of as 
a King, even though from the beginning his total dominion and 
rulership is foreshadowed. 

Num. 24:17-"There shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a 
Sceptre (that is, rod of majesty and rulership) shall rise out of 
Israel ... (v.19)-

"Out of Jacob shall come he that shall have dominion, and 
shall destroy him that remaineth of the city'~that is, total do
minion, destroying all vestiges of opposition. 

* * * 
Israel entered the land, and spent several hundred years 

under Judges. At the end of that period, Samuel was born (1 
Sam. 1)-a special child of promise. His mother Hannah was 
moved to prophesy, and she concluded her prophetic hymn of 
rejoicing by saying (1 Sam. 2:10)-

"The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken to pieces: and of 
heaven shall He thunder upon them. The Lord shall judge the 
ends of the earth. He shall give strength unto His King, and exalt 
the horn of His Anointed." 

The "judging of the ends of the earth" is the work appointed 
for Christ, as we have seen and shall see. Here again the term 
'King' is applied to him; and, for the first time in Scripture, the 
term 'Anointed' or 'Messiah'-the Hebrew form of his name 
'Christ'. 

* * * 
Following Samuel, the people wanted a King like the hea

then nations. God pointed out that He was their King: that they 
were the Kingdom of God. But still, though the desire was in 
faithlessness, it suited God's purpose to give them a King, for 
predetermined events were to lead to Millennial Kingship of 
Christ through the tribe of Judah. 

Their first King was Saul, a worldly, ungodly King of the type 
they desired. God gave him to them, He says, in His judicial 
anger at their faithlessness. 

Their second King was David, whom God gave to them in 
His love and compassion, a "man after God's own heart." 
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David was of the tribe of Judah, from which Jacob had said 
the Ruler and Lawgiver should come-the Prophet like unto 
Moses. Moses was both a Ruler and a Lawgiver. 

With David came two further major revelations about the 
Purpose-

1. In David henceforth will be the royal line of kings, the last 
of whom will be the Messiah himself, and-

2. Jerusalem is to be the chosen City of God, the Holy City, 
the future eternal capital of the world. 

Two previous events in the time of Abraham foreshadowed 
this second point concerning Jerusalem. 

First, we find in Genesis 14 the strange figure ofMelchizedek 
reigning at Jerusalem as a Priest of the Most High God-a center 
of spiritual worship for the then world. 

Melchizedek blesses Abraham when he had conquered the 
forces of the Gentiles, and he gave him bread and wine, and to 
him Abraham paid tithes. 

There is great significance in this incident at the first mention 
of Jerusalem. And second, in Genesis 22 it was at Jerusalem, 
on Mt. Moriah, the later site of the sacrificial Temple and of the 
Crucifixion, that Abraham was instructed to offer his beloved 
son Isaac-the culmination of his life of faith. 

So it is clear that in the Divin,e purpose, Jerusalem was cho
sen from the beginning, God speaking of it as His special dwell
ing-place. Jesus calls Jerusalem the "city of the Great King."The 
prophets say much about Jerusalem's future glory as a world 
center of government and worship. (Tobe continued, Godwilling) 

The Household Of God 
By BRO. K.. D. CLUBB 

''.Alleluia, for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth! Let us be 
glad and rejoice, and give honor to Him, for the Marriage of 

the Lamb is come, and his Wife hath made herself ready" 
(Rev. 19:6-7). 

AS we all are aware, we are now living in the last days. Very, 
very soon, the Lord Jesus will be visibly manifested in the earth 
with the purpose of establishing God's Kingdom, and blessing 
his faithful servants of all ages with immortality. 

When Christ makes his appearance to his believers, will we 
be among that small number who will be accepted? Or will we 
be among the greater majority who will not be fit for the future 
glories? In the light of these questions, let us stop right now and 
give it deep thought. Ifwe hope for eternal salvation-and surely 
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we all do!-there are certain very vital qualifications which we, 
the Ecclesia of God, the True Household, must have. They are-

1. Having a living faith. 
2. Being built up a spiritual house. 
3. Having the spirit (mind) of Christ. 
4. Having love. 
5. Maintaining righteous fellowship. 
6. Crucifying the flesh. 
7. Having works and purity. 

-all these resulting in the position of being the BRIDE OF CHRIST. 
Are these things an apt description of us who are Berean 

Christadelphians? And if not, why not, if we say we are God's 
children? 

* * * 
On the first qualification, FAITH, Paul states-
"Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 

things not seen" (Heb. 11:1). 
We note, first of all, faith is the substance (hupostasis: as

surance, confidence, foundation) of things hoped for. From this, 
the meaning is obvious. It refers to Promises, the First Princi
ple doctrines as set forth in God's Word, and as outlined in our 
Statement of Faith. These are the foundation things which must 
be known and believed among us as the Truth, things indicating 
the purpose of God in Christ and his faithful followers. Outside 
of belief in these, we have not the Gospel. There is only 'One 
Faith' that can be acceptable to God. 

But The Faith-or Truth-not only consists of doctrines or 
first principles of beliefs: it goes beyond. It includes many other 
important aspects which hinge on our mental attitude to the 
things promised, and our actions on the basis of it. The Faith 
of Jesus is a Living Faith: a vital, breathing, acting Faith. The 
truths set forth are not just a formal dry set of points on paper, 
but are intended to create an intense hope, conviction, and desire 
within us. By these things we are stirred up to develop a Living 
Faith, as Paul says-

"Faith cometh by HEARING, and hearing by the WORD 
OF GOD." 

The depth and power of our faith depends upon the amount 
of our hearing and understanding of the Scriptures. As we sow, 
so we reap. The more the Household and each member applies 
himself prayerfully and in the right spirit to the study of the Word, 
the stronger they grow. And as faith grows, then the power and 
strength of the Spirit-Word transforms. As each member grows, 
the Household is purified and influenced by the power of godliness. 
Its faith is living, in contrast to a dead faith, a faith in theory only. 
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In Scripture we are told that this living faith does many 
things. It works by love, the basic foundation, the loving of all 
things associated with God. It also purifies the heart, cleansing 
it of its natural evil and corruption, changing us from natural to 
spiritual. It overcomes the world-the worldly things of the flesh: 
lust of the eye, lust of the flesh, and pride oflife. The whole world 
lies in wickedness and unbelief, but a living faith enables us to 
keep God's commandments in this evil, immoral environment. 

We are further taught that faith without works is dead, and 
that the true Household must be alive to her responsibilities. 
Our works make our faith living. If we have no works, we have 
no living and progressing faith-we have a weak faith that 
wavers, hesitates and doubts in trial and adversity. If this is so, 
the next step is a dead faith which gives in and is carried away 
by every temptation. 

But to be acceptable, we as God's Household must have a 
faith that is strong and sure. It has to be one that works by love, 
purifies us, overcomes the world. These things should be the 
substance of the things we hope for-our sole interest and desire. 

* * * 
The second point: the members of the Ecclesia or Household 

of God, having a living faith, are (1 Pet. 2:5)-
''Lively stones, built up a SPIRITUAL HOUSE, an holy priesthood, 

to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ." 
The word "lively" carries the thought of being full of life, 

living with the active purpose of the building up of a spiritual 
house or spiritual dwelling. Naturally, we think of a stone as 
something inanimate, not alive. But the Household of God is 
made up ofliving stones, sons and daughters of the Living God. 
Like precious gems, they are made living by the effulgence of 
the reflected light of the glory of God that shines upon them. 

The apostles, referring to the Psalms, describe Jesus as the 
Living Stone whom the builders rejected. He is the chief cor
nerstone from which the whole spiritual building is framed and 
patterned. He is our pattern for becoming-not an inanimate 
temple-but a spiritual temple of living parts. Through Christ 
we are no longer "dead in trespasses and sins"but "alive to God." 
Paul says (Eph. 2:19-22)-

"Ye are ... of the Household of God, and are built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner stone. In whom all the building fitly framed 
together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord." 

What a deep responsibility rests upon each one ofus, as Paul 
further emphasizes in 1 Cor. 3:16-

"Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit 
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of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile (spoil, ruin, corrupt) 
the temple of God, him shall God destroy, for the temple of God 
is holy, which temple ye are." 

Does not this verse illustrate that everything we do must be 
built on the foundation of holiness? Does it not illustrate that 
we should weigh each thought and action against "What is 
written?" We dare not take the Truth for granted. If we are to 
be related to it at all, it must be the greatest force in our lives. 
God is displeased if we neglect the task of building, or build 
negligently. Our life must be spent actively building, actively, 
alertly learning and obeying God's Word. There is no other way. 
The House is to be daily attended, daily supplied and adorned by 
the growth and perfection of beauty in each individual member. 

It is a high calling to which we are called. God Himself warns 
us it is so-an holy priesthood, a sanctified people, privileged to 
offer up acceptable sacrifices to God through Christ. We dare not 
try to serve God in our own way. God has left specific instructions 
for us to follow in building the temple, as He said to Moses. We 
must follow them exactly, and approach Him only through our 
High Priest, the Lord Jesus. The priests of Israel who neglected 
or made light of their office escaped not from divine wrath. How 
then shall we? 

* * * 
In order to offer acceptable sacrifices, growing up unto a holy 

temple, as the Household of God, we must-thirdly-have the 
SPIRIT or MIND OF CHRIST (Rom. 8:9, 14)-

''Jf any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his 
... As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of 
God." 

What was the spirit, or mind, of Christ? All through his life, 
he-

"Made himself of no reputation, and took on him the form 
of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men. And being 
found in the fashion of a man, he humbled himself and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross" (Phil. 2:7-8). 

In our efforts to develop the mind of Christ, we must not 
overlook his complete devotion to God's service. We often talk 
of "putting the Truth first,'' which of course is right, and many 
of us perhaps do. But Jesus did not merely put the Truth first, 
he made it everything. His whole life was filled day in and day 
out with one single purpose-

"My meat is to do the will of Him that sent me" (Jhn. 4:34). 
God's will was always his utmost joy and desire. Regardless 

of the physical inconveniences and sufferings, he wholeheartedly 
did his Father's will, and was thus the well-beloved Son. 
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Is this our mind? Is the Truth our one consuming interest and 
delight? Are we concerned with the welfare of each other? Or are 
we still minding the things of the flesh, still concerned about what 
we shall eat, and wear, and what pleasure we can have? What do 
we mostly talk and think about--natural or spiritual things? 

The Scriptures constantly exhort us that salvation depends 
largely on the use of our minds-developing a knowledge and 
love of God's Truth, and keeping all these spiritual commands 
and realities in memory. We control our actions, thoughts and 
words by our minds. Thus we must be ever striving in prayer to 
learn and follow after the mind of Christ, for-

"To be spiritually minded is life and peace" (Rom. 8:6). 
* * * 

The fourth divine quality the true Household must have 
is LOVE-

"This is my COMMANDMENT"(says Jesus) "that ye love one 
another, as I have loved you" (Jhn. 15:12-14). 

This command is a charge or injunction that must be obeyed. 
We normally express and feel love in relation to our families, and 
usually will bend over backwards in our love for them. Spiritual 
love for the divine family of faith is this-and much more. In its 
highest manifestation, God is love. His family, in obeying Him 
and manifesting the family likeness, has to be a family of love. 
Any professed member who does not love all is out of place. It 
may be objected that we cannot force love. This shows a complete 
misunderstanding of the meaning of spiritual love, which is a 
grateful and compassionate reflection of the goodness and love 
of God. Love is a basic spiritual principle required by the law 
of Christ. It should be our utmost joy to obey that law. If we do 
not, joyfully, we are none of His: we have not passed from death 
to life-

''A.bove all these things, PUT ON LOVE" (Col. 3:14). 
The word "above" means "upon, over." That is, love must be 

the foremost of all things, as Paul told the Corinthians. To "put 
on" means to invest or clothe ourselves. The thought is conveyed 
that we must be completely submerged, completely enveloped, 
in love. Why? Because when we have love we are drawing closer 
to God, who is love. Love's power can restrain and control all 
other emotions and thoughts. Love in its completeness includes 
all the fruits of the Spirit. Peter further says-

''A.bove all things, have fervent love among yourselves, for love 
shall cover the multitude of sins" (1 Pet. 4:8). 

The word that is translated "fervent" means without ceasing, 
stretched or strained out, extended to all. It is an increasing, 
radiating love that keeps pouring forth and does not stop. This 
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divine love covers (hides, conceals) a multitude of sins. Some 
mistake this to mean that "love" takes care of everything and 
makes sin unimportant. The fact is overlooked that there are 
some things we cannot love, as sin, error, the world. This verse 
speaks of our attitude toward personal offense. Christ's love 
"covered" all our multitude of sins-but not if we "continue in 
sin." We are here instructed to have a love that endures all things 
and still loves, encouraging one another in love to provoke unto 
good works, rather than manifesting strife and bitterness and 
resentment. Therefore-

"Let us not love in word Oogos: intent, talk), but in deed (effort, 
labor) and in truth"(l Jhn. 3:18). 

* * * 
On the aspect "in truth," the true Household knows that 

spiritual love requires walking in truth and maintaining, fifthly, 
RIGHTEOUS FELLOWSHIP. John says-

"Whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God 
perfected. Hereby know we that we are in him. He that saith he 
abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked" 
(1 Jhn. 2:5-6). 

Everything that is of love must always be within the frame
work of divine Truth-of faithful obedience to the command
ments, walking in light. Anything called ''love" that does not 
conform to the divine standard is a deception and counterfeit-

"!/ we say we have fellowship with Christ, and walk in dark
ness, we lie ... If we walk in the light as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship one with another ... and truly our fellowship is 
with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ"(l Jhn. 1:3-7). 

John uses very plain words. Either we are truly and fully in 
fellowship with God and Christ, beloved and obedient children, or 
we are lying. There is no middle course. We must be completely 
in the Truth, walking in light at all times, or we are not His-

''.And THIS is love-that we walk after his commandments. This 
is the commandment, that as ye have heard from the beginning, ye 
should walk in it. For many deceivers are entered into the world, 
who confess not that Jesus is come in the flesh"(2 Jhn. 6-7). 

Bro. Roberts (Seasons XXV), writing of fellowship, says
"He (John) means that they should hold fast to the doctrine of 

Christ as originally delivered, because many were drawing the 
disciples away therefrom. The obedience of this commandment 
is the evidence of New Testament love, and it is also necessary 
for our acceptable standing before the presence of the Lord of 
glory at his coming. 

"As to those who 'bring not this doctrine,' John's command
ment is-'Receive him not into your house, neither bid him God 
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speed.' This command we can no more evade than any other 
commandment delivered unto us. The obedience of it may cost 
us something. It is crucifying to the flesh to refuse friends-some 
of them excellent people as human nature goes-who in one way 
or other have been seduced from their allegiance to the doctrine 
of Christ; but there is no alternative.' 

" 'He that biddeth him God-speed is partaker of his evil deeds.' 
This applies to all without distinction, and erects a barrier to 
fellowship with even some who hold the Truth; for though they 
may hold the doctrine of Christ themselves, yet if they keep up 
a God-speed connection with those who do not, by John's rule 
they make themselves partakers with them, and therefore cut 
themselves off from those who stand for the doctrine of Christ" 

Does not this make scriptural sense? Righteousness does not 
fellowship, partake, have communion, participate, or socialize 
with unrighteousness. There is no concord of Christ and Belial, 
no communion oflight and darkness. She knows that she walks 
in light by keeping the commandments of Christ, who says to 
us-"If ye love me, keep my commandments" (Jhn. 14:15). "Th 
are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I commandyou"(Jhn. 15:14). 
''Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things I say?" (Luk. 
6:46). And John sums it up-

"But IF we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His 
Son cleanseth us from all sin" ( 1 Jhn. 1:7). 

Divine fellowship is based on perfection. Perfection, while 
humanly impossible, must be striven for, agonized toward, doing 
all we can to avoid sin in any way. When we do this-tremblingly 
and yet joyfully-the sacrifice of Christ cleanses us and covers 
us with merciful perfection, and we have fellowship with God. 

* * * 
The Household does not stop at keeping out doctrinal error, 

but (sixthly), CRUCIFIES THE FLESH with its affections and 
lusts. She does not tolerate the works of the flesh as enumerated 
in Gal. 5. We know what most of them mean, and we eschew them. 
But what about the others-some of which are often excused 
as 'minor' weaknesses of character, and some even made into 
virtues-

UNCLEANNESS: impurity, foulness, such as swearing, 
drunkenness, smoking. 

WITCHCRAFT: sorcery, believing in horoscopes & superstitions. 
HATRED: hostility, criticism, antagonism. 
VARIANCE: quarrels, rivalry. 
EMULATIONS: jealousy. 
WRATH: anger, fierceness, bad temper, irritableness. 
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STRIFE: canvassing, provoking. 
SEDITIONS: divisions, dissention, sowing discord. 
HERESIES: disunion. 
ENVYINGS: ill-will, spite, malice. 
REVELINGS: letting loose, merrymaking, folly. 
An ugly, fleshly brood: the natural heart of man. These things 

are unacceptable in the Household of God. They will prevent us 
from getting into the Kingdom. The exhortation is-

"This I say then: walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the 
lust of the flesh" (Gal. 5:16) 

* * * 
How can the true Household accomplish this, to their own 

salvation, and the glory of God? Through (seventh), GOOD 
WORKS and PURIFYING HERSELF-

"Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, 
as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed 
for us. 

'Therefore let us keep the feast, not with the old leaven, neither 
with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened 
bread of sincerity and truth." (1 Cor. 5:7-8). 

This can be done only by individual self-examination, each 
member striving to walk in purity of doctrine and practice. 

To "purge" is to cleanse thoroughly and completely-
'1f a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a 

vessel unto honor, sanctified and meet for the Master's use, and 
prepared unto every good work" (2 Tim. 2:21). 

The Household's holy work for God is not a work of ignorance 
and indifference which says (in misapplication of the parable)-

"Let the tares and wheat grow together." "Let us not judge." 
"Let us have peace above purity ... Let us have peace above love." 
"I have nothing to do with what another says or does: everyone 
must give account of himself." 

No, the Household of Faith makes no compromises. She must 
keep a balanced scriptural outlook, realizing that obedience to 
all commands is required, not one above, or to the exclusion of, 
the others. Her work, then, is two-fold-

1. The up building of its individual constituents in the Faith
The "edifying of itself in love," and, 

2. The maintaining and exhibiting of the light of the Truth 
to those that are without. 

In this two-fold capacity, the Ecclesia is the "Pillar and Ground 
of the Truth" (1 Tim. 3:15). Let us each then, as individual 
members, take a moment and ask ourselves: "What part am I 
taking in the work?" The health of the Body requires the total 
activity of all the members. Even though the part some play 
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may be small, it must be their best and most. Let us not leave 
the work of the Lord to others. Regular, enthusiastic attendance 
at all possible meetings is the very least we can do to help keep 
the Body healthy, and encourage and strengthen others. Are 
we following what Paul teaches on how we ought to ''behave 
ourselves in the House of God"? He says (1 Tim. 4:12-16)-

''Be thou an example to the believers: in word, in conversation, 
in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. "'I'Ul I come give attendance 
to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 

''Meditate upon these things, give thyself wholly to them, that 
thy profiting may appear to all. 

'Take heed to thyself and unto the doctrine. Continue in them, for 
in doing this thou shalt both save thyself and them that hear thee." 

* * * 
In this, her work and purity, the Household of Faith is the 

BRIDE OF CHRIST preparing her wedding garment in which she 
must be arrayed to be acceptable. She now waits the day when 
he shall say-

"Gather my saints together unto me; those that have made a 
covenant with me by sacrifice"(Psalm 50:5). 

The supreme question will be: How has this covenant been 
fulfilled? Have we performed our part as the chaste virgin getting 
ready for the marriage? Consider what care and preparation 
and enthusiasm and joy there is in getting ready for a natural 
marriage. If our deeds have conformed to the revealed will of 
Christ, our part of the covenant will have been performed. There 
is never any doubt about Christ performing his part, for he is 
faithful. He will write upon us his New Name-his nature im
parted to us by the power of the Spirit. The betrothal ends in the 
glorious and eternal Marriage of the Lamb. It is for this joyful 
consummation that Christ's labors toward his true Household 
of Faith are directed-

"Christ loved the Ecclesia and gave himself for it, that he might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the Word, 
that he might present it to himself a glorious Ecclesia, not having 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that it should be holy and 
without blemish" (Eph. 5:25-27). 

And the rejoicing of Rev. 19:6-7-
''.And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as 

the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, 
saying, Alleluia, for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth! Let us be 
glad and rejoice, and give honor to Him, for the Marriage of the 
Lamb is come, and his Wife hath MADE HERSELF READY." 

The time is short, beloved brethren and sisters. May it be 
ours to be received by the Lord as his True Household in this 
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latter-day generation-those few who have loved, obeyed, and 
maintained the Truth in the earth. Let us not be discouraged 
by the darkness and troubles of the times: it is a marvelous sign 
telling us that the day is at hand-the day when the Household 
of Faith of all generations will become the perfect man, the mul
titudinous Christ. The Bridegroom is about to appear! Have we 
"made ourselves ready?" 

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy 
RUSSIA DISAVOWED AS EUROPEAN PARTNER 

The European Parliament has overwhelmingly voted to ap
prove a report stating that Russia "can no longer be considered a 
'strategic partner"' and that "the EU cannot envisage a gradual 
return to 'business as usual' until Russia fully implements the 
[2015] Minsk Agreement [a process for achieving peace in eastern 
Ukraine] and restores the territorial integrity of Ukraine." 

The document says European lawmakers are "deeply con
cerned about the links between the Russian government and the 
extreme right and populist nationalist parties and governments 
in the EU, such as in Hungary" and calls for an "EU-wide mech
anism allowing the screening of political parties' funding," and 
measures to be taken "to avoid some parties and movements 
being used to destabilize the European project from within." 

The report also voices concern "over the potentially hundreds 
of billions of euros being laundered through the EU every year 
by Russian companies and individuals looking to legitimize the 
proceeds of corruption." 

EU lawmakers also underlined that the under-construction 
Nord Stream 2 pipeline project to carry gas from Russia to Ger
many underneath the Baltic Sea "reinforces EU dependency on 
Russian gas supplies, threatens the EU internal market, and is 
not in line with EU energy policy or its strategic interests, and 
therefore needs to be stopped." 

The text [also] "reiterates that Russia has no right of veto 
over the Euro-Atlantic aspirations of European nations" and 
"calls on the Russian authorities to condemn communism and 
the Soviet regime, and to punish the perpetrators of the crimes 
and offenses committed under that regime."-RFE/RL, 3/ 19 

Europe has finally been forced to recognize the ongoing 
negative influence of Russia, acknowledging that, as it has 
been and continues to do so in places like Crimea, Ukraine, 
Syria and Venezuela, Russia is working through certain in
fluential parties to disrupt political unity and stability within 
the EU. This significant vote, though underreported, may 
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bring true Russian aspirations regarding Europe to light. 
We know Russia is to conquer Europe, as laid out in Ezekiel 
38:1-7 and alluded to in Hab. 2:6-8. Europe is just beginning 
to awaken to this prospect, and fearfully calls on Russia to 
renounce the glories of the Soviet Union, lest Russia once 
again march forth out of the motherland with dreams of 
conquest and Eurasian Empire. 
EUROPE UNDER CONSTANT THREAT 

By the numbers, the European Union is a giant. Its economy 
exceeds China's by $7 trillion and is just a bit smaller than 
America's $20 trillion. But if one measures by its weight in world 
affairs, Europe is a runt. 

At the end of the last century, its deadly foe, the Soviet Union, 
simply vanished, committing suicide on Christmas Day 1991 
and leaving behind Russia and 14 orphan republics. 

For the next 25 years, the nations of the EU cashed in their 
peace dividends, whittling their armies down to the core. 

Take Germany, Europe's largest economy and the world's 
fourth-largest. After the Berlin Wall fell 30 years ago, the forces 
of the reunited country were cut by two-thirds. Its 2,800 tanks 
dwindled to 280. Today, its navy has six U-boats, none of which 
is operational. When Europe acts, it does so behind the United 
States, as in Afghanistan, Iraq, Serbia, and Libya or, if alone, 
out of real harm's way, as in Mali. 

The halcyon days are over. Europe confronts new threats 
aplenty. Indeed, at no time since the birth of European integra
tion in 1952 has the Old Continent faced so many perils all at 
once, inside and out. 

Plotting to restore Russia's grandeur, Vladimir Putin is press
ing on Europe from the east. He gobbled up Crimea, then sliced 
off Ukraine's southeast with his local surrogates. A new round of 
confrontation is unfolding in the Sea of Azov. Putin's purpose is to 
strangle Ukraine until it submits to Moscow's imperial ambitions. 
The Nord Stream gas pipelines between Russia and Germany are 
designed to tighten the noose on Kiev, circumventing Ukraine by 
pumping gas directly across the Baltic Sea. Dutifully protesting, 
Europe has neither the means nor the will to defend Ukraine, 
and economic sanctions are not popular. 

From the south, Europe is besieged by vast civilian armies. 
North Africa is [a] springboard for potentially millions of African 
migrants in search of a better life. 

In the end, the reason Europe isn't rising to the moment is 
that "Europe" does not exist-not as a state and not as a strategic 
actor that can hold its own among the restive superpowers. 

Power in Europe remains rooted in the European Council 
representing 27 governments jealously guarding their turfs. 
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The "engine" of integration has always been the Franco
German "couple." This marriage has never been bliss incarnate; 
today it yokes two governments at odds with each other and 
their electorates. For a few years, Germany's Angela Merkel 
was feted as uncrowned empress of Europe. Now she is on the 
way out, paying the price of opening Germany's gates to a mil
lion-plus Mideast refugees in 2015-16. 

As Merkel stumbled, France's Emmanuel Macron stepped up 
in a blaze of glamour. His rhetoric was as bold as his ambitions 
were grandiose. Elected in a landslide, he would make France 
great again by recasting it and grabbing the helm of the EU. 
[Then] the ''Yellow Vests" were set off by his "green" fuel tax. In 
truth, they went to war against "Macronism"-the attempt to 
loosen up rigid labor markets and fracture ancient group privi
leges. 

Merkel was not undone in the streets, but at the ballot box. 
Say auf Wiedersehen to the legendary stability of Germany, 
which has gone through only eight chancellors while Italy has 
burned through 65 governments since the end of WWII. The 
system has splintered into six parties, two of which represent 
the radical left and right. Look forward to shaky coalitions and 
shorter-lived governments in a country that used to be Europe's 
rock of ages. 

The Germans hearken back to the Holy Roman Empire, 
where power was spread across kingdoms, cities, and duchies. 
Especially after 12 years of Nazi totalitarianism, Germans have 
come to cling to federalism and states' rights, be it in Europe 
or at home. Decentralization is as German as Volkswagen and 
bratwurst. 

[But] France remains the bastion of centralism. Macron wants 
a European budget and a European finance minister to spread 
the wealth from rich Germany to the stagnating South. With 
their balanced budget, the Germans naturally insist on fiscal 
rigor, pushing the members of "Club Med" to get their house in 
order. This tug-of-war between the (Protestant) North and the 
(Catholic) South has always bedeviled the EU, mimicking the 
religious divides of the 30 Years' War in the 17th century. Today, 
this is just one among many threats to "ever closer union." 

[So] as the world is muscling in, the EU is drifting apart. 
Meanwhile, Poland and Hungary are marching to the beat 

of authoritarian nationalism. They will gladly take the good
ies-billions in subsidies-from Brussels but refuse to obey its 
dictates of liberal-democratic virtue. 

Italy is in a class of its own. In a historical first, it has voted 
right-wing and left-wing populists into power. Hostile brothers, 
the League and the Five Stars are held in harness by "Italy 
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first" and anti-EU resentment. If they don't shrink the national 
debt, the eurozone's largest as a fraction of the GDP, the endless 
Greek euro crisis will look like a hiccup. With its tiny economy, 
Greece can be saved. Italy, Europe's fourth-largest, cannot. 

Finally, there is the latter-day "Hanseatic League" that the 
Dutch are harnessing against the French, now that their natural 
ally Britain is absconding. Informal members are the Scandi
navians, the Baltics, and Ireland. Germany is a silent partner 
because it is loath to challenge France directly. 

In the tariff wars, President Trump deploys raw power to 
change the terms of trade in America's favor. His contempt for 
Europe, especially for Angela Merkel, is boundless. For him, 
Europe is a fat mouse too timid even to roar. 

The U.S., China, and Russia are re-arming as they stake out 
spheres of influence. Where does that leave those 450m post-Brexit 
Europeans with the world's second-largest GDP? The 21st century 
does not favor this mighty "civilian power." Its best weapons, such 
as commerce, friendly persuasion, and institutionalized conflict 
resolution, are being blunted. For all the breathtaking advances of 
our time, the new arena of world politics looks more like the 18th 
and 19th centuries than the second half of the 20th, the Golden 
Age of the West.-Commentary, 1 I 19 

This paints a very bad picture of Europe, and of a Union 
that with every passing year shows itself nearer to tearing 
itself apart: neighbour against neighbour, economy against 
economy; politics against politics. European mouths boast 
of great things, but the common will is missing. Rather than 
presenting a fortress Europe, the picture today is that of a row 
of dominoes, waiting for the first one to topple, with the rest 
quickly falling afterward. 
NATO TO BE DISPLACED 

The European powers recognize, although they only re
luctantly admit, that the presence of NATO in their midst is 
the core of their present stability. We know that prophetically 
speaking, Western Europe is likened to 10 toes on Nebuchad
nezzar's Image, just before the return of Christ, who as the 
small stone cut out without hands (Dan. 2:34, 42-44) will smite 
the Image on its feet. The picture is of multiple kingdoms not 
cleaving to each other, but partly strong, partly broken. Right 
now, as has been the case for the last 70 years, it is NATO that 
largely provides the coherency from a military standpoint, 
even as politics and economics seek to split these nations apart. 

But NATO's days are numbered as the glue of Europe. 
Though resisting, it will be displaced by another unifying pres
ence--this time the army of the Autocrat of Russia, Gogue, the 
Rus prince ofMeshech (Moscow) and Tubal (Tobolsk-which 
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from the end of the 16th to the 18th centuries was the main 
military, administrative, political, and religious center of 
Siberia, and is the center of the Siberian province stretching 
from the Urals to the Pacific Ocean. It is logical to assume 
it will again return to prominence as the Russian Empire 
rebuilds). This new presence will mingle European iron and 
clay forcibly together. 

The purpose of NATO since the downfall of the Soviet Union 
had been actively questioned for many years. During what 
may be termed the quiet years, when the U.S. was considered 
to be the sole superpower on the planet, there was no obvious 
point to a military alliance without an enemy to face. 

But an enemy has once again arisen to the North. And 
there is an increasing conflict building between democracy 
and authoritarianism. We have been watching as this conflict 
has begun to move countries politically into certain spheres. 
This, we anticipate based on Zechariah's prophecy, will even
tually result in two great power-coalitions represented by 
two mountains of brass (chapter 6:1). One mountain power 
will represent liberal democracy as the South, headed by 
the old Lion of Tarshish-Britain; the other will represent 
authoritarianism and despotism under the Russian Empire 
as the North. These mountains must be in place and in con
flict before the four chariots-indicative of Christ and the 
saints-emerge in their midst to execute Yahweh's will (6:4-5). 

We are now hearing discussions, centering on NATO, that 
lay the foundational underpinnings for the formation of the 
brass mountain of the south, the new worldwide coalition 
that will face off against the Russian host-
RISE OF THE SOUTHERN MOUNTAIN OF BRASS 

This month marks the 70th anniversary of the birth of NATO, 
the most successful alliance in history. NATO's supporters, how
ever, should not be content to glory in past achievements. They 
should be thinking about how to adapt alliances to a world in 
which the clash between liberalism and autocracy is worldwide. 

The idea of globalizing U.S. alliances is not new. In 1961, 
John F. Kennedy called for a "grand and global alliance" uniting 
mankind against tyranny, poverty, disease, and war. During 
the George W. Bush years, there were calls to create a "global 
NATO" or a "league of democracies." These Bush-era proposals 
went nowhere, in part because NATO was still recovering from 
the wounds inflicted by the Iraq War, and because there was not 
an obvious threat that would unite the world's democracies. 

Today, however, circumstances are different. 
The world is fragmenting as authoritarian powers, principally 

China and Russia, work to undermine, revise and perhaps upend 
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the liberal international order built by the U.S. and its allies. 
Autocratic leaders in Moscow and Beijing understand that the 

dominance of liberal values poses an existential threat to their 
regimes, and that they will be more secure and geopolitically 
effective in a world where democracy has been weakened and 
autocracy is prevalent. 

As China and Russia seek to expand their geopolitical power 
and influence, they are seeking to coerce and corrupt democratic 
political systems. They are also exporting the tools and examples 
of high-tech repression to fellow dictators around the world. 

Russia has interfered in elections in Europe, the U.S. and Latin 
America. China uses influence operations and economic coercion 
to bend democracies to its will from Oceania to Eastern Europe. 
Analysts can argue about whether this is a "new Cold War."Yet 
it is undoubtedly a high-stakes struggle over both the balance 
of power and the balance of ideas. It demands that the world's 
democracies band together to defend their geopolitical interests 
and their political institutions. 

Democracies across the world have growing experience with 
authoritarian economic coercion and aggression short of war; 
they can work together to build resilience and push back against 
these tactics. 

The more the democracies can join forces to support liberal
izing movements in authoritarian countries, and to pressure 
democratic governments that are backsliding into authoritar
ianism, the better they can preserve a global climate in which 
autocracies are isolated and marginalized. The goal is to build, 
over time, a common recognition that the world's democracies 
truly are in it together, and to develop patterns of cooperation 
to beat back the authoritarian threat. 

There has been some progress already. The Quadrilateral 
Security Dialogue (or "Quad") initiated in 2007 between the 
U.S., Australia, India and Japan is a democratic, multilateral 
group that is gradually doing more to preserve what the Trump 
administration calls the "free and open lndo-Pacific." The U.K. 
and France have joined America, Australia, Japan and other 
Pacific powers in defending freedom of navigation in the South 
China Sea.-Bloomberg, 4/ 19 
THE COMMON ELEMENT OF THE BRASS MOUNTAINS 

The worldwide polarization between two camps prom
ises to bring "all nations" into the final conflict. However, 
territorially, the two mountains of brass will be fully formed 
when certain regions fall under the respective hands of the 
opposing camps. As Dr. Thomas so ably expresses it-

"At the epoch of the Four Chariots, that is,just before they 
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are seen going forth, we learn from Daniel and Ezekiel, that 
there will be two antagonist dominions, the one occupying 
Egypt and the other Syria and the adjacent countries. The 
latter is the King of the North, existing on the political map in 
the Time of the End; and called Gog by Ezekiel: the other, the 
Kingdom of Egypt. These two mountains of brass will be in a 
state of war before the going forth of the cherubic chariots; 
and as Daniel tells us, the Egyptian province of the South 
Mountain of Brass will "not escape" subjection to the brass 
dominion of the north-"the land of Egypt shall not escape," 
11:42. This will be the relative position of the two mountains, 
with the Holy Land between them, the battleground and bone 
of contention between the two powers, at the going forth of 
the chariots. 

"But, we may remark here, that though the rulers of the 
two mountains, or the dominant race, will not be racially 
Greek, still the North Mountain of Brass will be Greek in its 
superstition, or State Ecclesiasticism; and the South Mountain 
also Greek, in the possession of the Greek islands of the Med
iterranean and Aegean Seas: being, therefore, Hellenistic, 
ecclesiastically or geographically, or both, they are domin
ions of brass, occupying, in relation to the Holy Land, the 
same political status as the two kingdoms of the Ptolemies 
and Seleucidae" (Eureka, Vol. I, p. 77). 

In considering this, we cannot and must not forget that 
the saints are not part of either of these two mountains, for 
preparatory to this final conflict, the saints will have been 
already called away for judgment. And for the righteous, 
their coalition into one glorious family and army under 
Christ must occur before they can ride forth as the chariots 
ofYahweh. The final invitees to this blessed gathering, called 
forth in the dying days of the Gentile Age, will have witnessed 
the portentous warnings of these Signs of the Times, and will 
have been separated from the world, and prepared.-T.D.C. 

EVERY increase of privilege or ability means an increase of 
obligation to contribute to the general well-being. Favoured men 
may ignore this law, but it will awake to bite them some day.-R.R. 

READ the standard works of the Truth: Elpis Israel, Christen
dom Astray, Eureka, Law of Moses, Ways of Providence, Visible 
Hand of God, etc. Until you have mastered these, do not waste 
your time (relatively) on "modern" works, which are (we sadly
say) very often questionable, and at best far less profitable than 
brethren Thomas' and Roberts'works.-G. V.G. 
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One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Continued from page 144) 
BRO. Roberts included in the Christadelphian an interesting report on the 
Jews noted by the medical profession of that day. 

A Jew's life in London is, on the average, worth twice as many 
years as a Christian's. The Hebrews of the metropolis are noto
riously exempt from tubercular and scrofulous taint. It is very 
rare that one meets with pulmonary consumption among them. 
The medical officer of one of their large schools had remarked 
that their children do not die in anything like the same ratio 
as Gentile children; and in the district of Whitechapel, the 
medical officer of health has reported that on the north side of 
High street, occupied by the Jews, the average death-rate is 
20 per 1,000, while on the south-side, occupied by the English 
and Irish, it is 43 per 1,000. 

* * * 
ON the basis of a writer's account of a visit into Russia, there is a short quote 
dealing with the suffering of the Jews. The following description gives us an 
idea of the terrible poverty and suffering that went on in Russia 135 years ago. 

The houses, built of clay or wood, are very small, of one story, as 
low as stables, and are surrounded, not with gardens, but with 
masses of rotten matter and heaps of filth. Patched breeches, 
stockings of white cotton, full of holes, vests like dish clouts, 
hang on poles like scarecrows. The same room serves as kitchen, 
eating and sleeping room, and even stable. 
I never remember (says the writer), to have seen a place more 
abject, more repugnant, more miserable and more heartrending; 
not a tree, not a blade of grass. One wonders how human beings 
can exist in this atmosphere ofleprosy and nuisance, amid such 
a fearful slough. 

We could not help but note further what the author says concerning these 
Jews and their supposed observance of the Law of Moses-

Rotting strings tied to lofty poles, mark the limits of an imag
inary enclosure-the thoum-invented with a view to elude 
the Mosaic Law. On the Sabbath-day it is forbidden to carry 
anything, even a pocket handkerchief, outside the enclosure of 
one's house. In order to avoid, and yet respect this prescription, 
the Talmudists, have surrounded whole quarters of the town 
with lofty posts that form the semblance of an enclosure, so 
that on the Sabbath they may move about within these limits, 
carrying parcels or burdens, and not be guilty of sin. 

(In the light of the suffering, one would have expected that the Jews would 
have clung to their precious heritage as God's people, and would have 
been fervent obeyers of God's Word of Truth. But instead of this, they 
sought to elude the power and meaning of the Law. Israel has always 
been a stiff-necked and rebellious people, and have many times turned 
their back on their God. Because of this, God brings punishment as He 
alone sees fit, and if the response to His chastisement is not heeded, 
all mankind, be they Jew or Gentile, will be led further astray from His 
salvation. Many of us could cry at this report, 0 unfaithful Jew!-but what 
of ourselves? Do we try to sidestep the divine commands?) 
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WE have noted several times over the past few years the astonishing effort 
that bro. Roberts put forth in his efforts to preserve the Truth, and to make 
the Word of God known to those who had ears to hear. Among the many 
activities that he performed from day to day, month to month, and year to 
year, was the effort of defending the Truth from its attackers. One way was 
in the form of debate. One of the most important of these was against a 
man named Charles Bradlaugh. The debate was published under the title, 
"The Bradlaugh Debate - Is the Bible Divine?" and was considered over 
six nights. The following report on it is very interesting, as seen from a 
newspaper reporter's point of view-

This discussion was conducted on a very excellent plan. The 
disputants not only made speeches, but had to submit to be 
cross-questioned by one another on the Socratic method. Mr. 
Roberts on his part seemed to be earnest and intent on estab
lishing the proposition 'that the Scriptures are the reliable 
and authentic record of divine revelation,' Night after night 
he placed the positive argument before the hearers, and by 
the close of the sixth night, his argument may be described as 
formidable. Mr. Bradlaugh has always had the habit of getting 
on to side issues and collateral subjects, and dwelling on these 
as if they were the main issue. The consequence is that he has 
not replied to Mr. Roberts and Mr. Roberts has not replied to 
him. Mr. Roberts keeps rigidly to the business in hand and in 
this he is not followed by his antagonist. Mr. Roberts is seen to 
great advantage in his cross-questioning of Mr. Bradlaugh. His 
questions are searching, and to the point, but his antagonist 
seldom answers. He is ever taking refuge in 'I don't know,' till 
Mr. Roberts expresses his astonishment that one professing to 
know so much should have to confess in public debate that he 
knows so little. Mr. Roberts has written a very able review of 
the debate, in which he fully replies to the side issues raised 
by his antagonist. He offered Mr. Bradlaugh the privilege of 
replying to the review, but he refused to do so. Mr. Roberts, 
and not the joint committee, has published the debate. We 
recommend the volume to our readers. 

* * * 
UNDER the heading 'Chats with Correspondents', there is a direct, forth
right answer written in relation to the Christadelphian and its policies. The 
response on the conduct of the magazine, and defense for the purity of 
the Truth, is interesting in light of the Editor's promise that there would 
be no compromise-

You need not fear any compromise of the Truth on the part 
of the Christadelphian. We are precisely where we have ever 
been-on the basis of the truth in its apostolic and prophetic 
entirety; and there, by the grace of God, we mean to remain, till 
death or the Lord's coming end the conflict. We are not among 
the host of Bible peckers with whom their sectarian 'cause' is 
everything, and the Bible an occasional convenience, for which 
they have not much taste, and whose acquaintance they never 
thoroughly make in its breadth. The system in vogue among 
the brethren, of daily reading the Bible by system, year after 

Berean 2019 141 



year, makes men strong and stable in the faith, from which they 
cannot be moved by the passing breezes of human feeling and 
opinion-come from whatever quarter they may. Our motto is, 
"No compromise with anything that leads from the Truth." We 
are glad of the company of all who are enabled by discernment to 
take this ground. Where men personally estimable cannot take 
it, we regret the fact, but cannot share their attitude. We cannot 
surrender the only tenable position of faithfulness in an age of 
corruption and confusion like this, either to increase the facil
ities of friendship or reduce the inconvenience of antagonism. 

(This approach by bro. Roberts, like that of Dr. Thomas, is the reason why 
the Truth in its purity is in existence today. These two men were the guiding 
influence in the establishment and development of the Truth in the latter 
days; and because of the absolute scripturalness of the first principles they 
brought to light and taught, we love and respect them for 'their works sake.' 
On this basis, we will constantly attempt to MAINTAIN that Truth which they 
uncovered and established. Our motto is as bro. Roberts, "No compromise 
with anything that leads from the Truth!") 

* * * 
BRO. Roberts often printed short articles taken from other sources to show 
the opinion of some in the world toward the position that Christadelphians 
held. Some were derogatory, and some were full of praise. One item, that 
appeared to praise bro. Roberts, was questioned in a letter by an enemy of 
the Truth. The response is as follows-

The paragraph headed "Christadelphianism," which appeared, 
was reproduced merely as a newspaper curiosity, in the spirit 
that would lead one friend to show to another a newspaper 
containing such a thing. Do not imagine the Editor is in any 
danger of accepting any newspaper estimate of himself or 
anybody else. He knows too well, by experience, how worthless 
such an estimate is. Nevertheless, on the right principle of the 
question put by Christ to his disciples, ''Whom do men say that 
I, the Son of Man, am?" it is admissible, and not without its 
uses, that the brethren should be permitted to hear what an 
unenlightened public says of them and theirs. Only an enemy, 
such as you frankly avowed yourself to be, could put an evil 
construction on such a matter. 

* * * 
AS we have been noting over the past few months, under the 'Signs of the 
Times' items, Britain was getting more deeply involved in Egypt and the 
Sudan. As again pointed out, this was the way it was supposed to be, for 
it eventually furthered the purpose of God in establishing British power in 
the whole area, and which partly led to Britain's influence in opening up the 
Land of Palestine to the Jews. On Britain remaining in Egypt, bro. Roberts 
repeatedly indicated her position-

England, in fact, cannot help herself. There is a divine purpose 
of which she knows nothing, which is overriding the ephemeral 
policies of party politicians and guiding events into a form in 
harmony with the divine necessities of the latter-day situation. 
These necessities requii-e the concentration of the world's political 
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and military activities in the land of Palestine shortly. There 
the armies of the north must assemble; for there, in Yahweh's 
land, it is proposed to destroy Gentile power by Yahweh's own 
strong arm, preliminary to the establishment of His Kingdom 
in all the earth. To bring this about, England and Russia are 
being slowly dragged into neighbourhood and collision in that 
desolate part of the world-no longer to remain desolate. This 
is the true meaning of the events which one after another, for 
a century past, have planted England imperially astride the 
world; and, which, to the distress of Liberal politicians, are 
forcing her by the stress of her pre-established interests, into 
the occupation of Bible lands. 

(There have been many movements among the nations since that time, but 
these two powers (with their allies), have remained throughout the years 
antagonistic to each other. Today, as never before, these two camps stand 
face to face on the brink of war. We know according to prophecy what will 
take place, but are we ready as we watch the scene unfold?) 

* 
DIFFERENT Bible Lectures

''The New Testament Israel" 

* * 

''The Kingdom of God, Not Meat and Drink" 
''The Serpent's Lie in the Garden of Eden, Endorsed by Popular 

Religion" 
"John the Baptist and His Preaching'' 
"Will the Saints Come from Heaven with Christ?" 
''The Rise and Fall of the Papacy" 
"Are the Clergy of the Established Church the Successors of the 
Apostles?" 

''What is a Soul?" 

March Answers- "One" 

1. Ribs 
2. Flesh 
3. Mighty 
4. Language 
5. Children 
6. Lord 
7. Tribe 
8. Beam 
9. Micaiah 

10. Sinner 
11. Wilderness 
12. Pray 
13. Event 
14. Thousand 
15. Warm 
16. Place 
17. Breath 
18. Broken 
19. Mightier 
20. Hour 
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21. Authority 
22. Father 
23. Pearl 
24. God 
25. Master 
26. Stone 
27. Thirsteth 
28. Beast 
29. Body 
30. Daily 
31. Mind 
32. Burdens 
33. Needful 
34. Prize 
35. Inwardly 
36. Seals 
37. Love 
38. Grudge 
39. Sacrifice 
40. Account 
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One Hundred & Thirty-Five Years Ago 
The Christadelphian, April, 1884 

ONE hundred and thirty-five years ago, bro. Roberts indicated that the 
Christadelphian Hymn Book was being reprinted. This reprinting was 
interesting due to the variety of size, as the following description taken 
from the magazine states-

In addition to the usual sorts, there will be a thin paper edi
tion, cut to a small size of page, and substantially bound and 
fastened, to stand the wear and tear of the pocket, for which 
its reduced size will make it more convenient. 

(As a tremendous tool in acceptable worship to God, the importance of the 
Hymn Book cannot be denied. Like everything else, it must contain in its 
words the Truth. The production of the Hymn Book is another labor of bro. 
Roberts.) (Continued on page 140) 

BIBLE PUZZLE-"Zion" 
l. David took the .. . hold of Zion 
2 . .. . of David, which is Zion 
3. David took the . .. of Zion 
4. Set up a .. . toward Zion 
5. The ... shall come to Zion 
6. The Lord shall yet ... Zion 
7. J ealous for ... & Zion 
8. Sing, 0 .. . of Zion 
9. The ... shall go forth of Zion 

10. Let our ... look upon Zion 
11. Zion shall be ... like a fi eld 
12. They shall ask the ... to Zion 
13. To declare in Zion the ... 
14. The ... sons of Zion 
15. Blow ye the ... in Zion 
16. Lord will .. . from Zion 
17. Woe to them that are at ... in Zion 
18. Upon Mt. Zion shall be .. . 
19 . ... about Zion, go round 
20. God will .. . Zion 
Afraid 
Build 
Captivity 
Castle 
Chosen 
City 
Comfort 
Controversy 
C0ttage 
Daughter 

Deliverance 
Dwelling 
Ease 
Eye 
Foundation 
Haughty 
Heard 
J erusalem 
Joyful 
Law 

21. His ... place in Zion 
22. Mt. Zion, which he ... 
23. Zion ... , and was glad 
24. Arise, & have ... upon Zion 
25. Lord shall ... up Zion 
26. Declare the ... of the Lord in Zion 
27. Turned again the ... of Zion 
28. Wept, when we ... Zion 
29. Let children of Zion be .. . in 
30. Sing us one of the ... of Zion 
31. Daughters of Zion are ... 
32. Lord ha th ... Zion 
33. Daughter of Zion is left as a .. . 
34. I lay in Zion for a ... stone 
35. The sinners in Zion are ... 
36. Recompences for the ... of Zion 
37. 0 Zion that bringeth good ... 
38. Awake put on thy ... 0 Zion 
39. Zion is a . .. , J erusalem a 
40. Saith unto Zion, thy God ... 

Loved Songs 
Mercy Standard 
Name Strength 
Plowed Strong 
Precious Tidings 
Redeemer Trumpet 
Reigneth Vengeance 
Remembered Walk 
Roar Way 
Save Wilderness 
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