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Ecclesial News
HOUSTON, TX-4011 Bolivia St.-Sunday School, 10 am; Memorial, 11
am; Wednesday evening class, 6 pm (Daily Readings discussion); Monthly
Lecture every third Sunday, God willing, (Lecture and Evening Class sched
ules may change, so please contact bro. Tim Calk, 713-861-2263; tim@hal
pc.org
LOVING Greetings to Those of Like Precious Faith,

It's been about a year and a half since our last correspon
dence, and we of the Houston Berean Christadelphian Ecclesia
continue to joyfully await the Master's return. In addition to
obtaining comfort, edification, and instruction from our daily
readings, we are greatly encouraged and strengthened by cur
rent events and the signs of the times that reveal God's glori
ous plan of salvation unfolding before our eyes.

With the ebb and flow of history's millennia, we know the
Father's timetable is His and His alone, and we do not despair
nor waver in our anticipation of His Son's soon return. Truly,
each day brings trial and tribulation, but also the joy and real
ization that we possess a rare, priceless gift in the knowledge
of the Truth and the real hope of eternal life through the Lord
Jesus Christ. Each day also brings opportunity to serve and
glorify Yahweh and perhaps share the true Gospel with some
one who may be seeking the Truth in these latter days.

Through our classes, lectures, and discussions, we continue
in our efforts to expand our understanding and love of God's
Infallible Word and thereby be shaped into suitable servants
and fit instruments for the Father's purpose. Sadly, we seldom
have visitors to our monthly lectures, but we continue to ad
vertise and prepare for such opportunities, always ready to
give an answer to him or her who asks us of the hope within

(Conti n ued on page 103)

FRATERNAL GATHERINGS (If The Lord Will)
HYE, TX-Mon., July 28-Sun., Aug. 3-bro. Dan Clubb, 4015 Black Oak
Dr., Carrollton, Texas, USA 75007. Phone (972) 939-5005; Email:
danclubb@verizon.net.
LONDON, ON-Sat., & Sun., Oct. 11 & 12-bro. David Clubb, 42 Oneida
Rd., London, Ontario, Canada N5V2X1; Phone (519) 451-4063; Fax (519)
451- 9627; Email: kdclubb@rogers.com
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Studies and Thoughts BYBROTHER JOHN THOMAS

SINCERE IGNORANCE CANNOT SAVE
We admit that it is hard to have to say, Ye are not Christians

because ye have not believed the Gospel of the Kingdom before
ye were dipped. This is a very isolating declaration, and nar
rows down the circle of one's popularity very considerably.

But, what is it we affirm in our statement, that is not scrip
tural? We state-

1. That the first thing that the apostles taught their hearers
was the Gospel of the Kingdom;

2. That after they had heard and examined what they heard,
they believed;

3. That the Gospel of the Kingdom they believed, consisted
of "the things concerning the Kingdom of God and of the Name
of Jesus Christ;"

4. That having "with the whole heart" believed these things,
they were baptized into the name of the Father, and of the
Son , and of the Holy Spirit.

Here is faith first and baptism afterwards. This order holds
good in every case. No one can cite a single case as the result of
apostolic teaching, in which immersion came first and faith
afterwards, or not at all, as in the vast majority of modern
instances. We cannot read in the Bible of such a case, though
there are many spoken of there that needed to be taught first
principles. But the ignorance amongst Christians of the apos
tolic age was wisdom, compared with the profound ignorance
of those who think themselves very wise in this .

Is it wisdom to tell us that a confession, in common with
devils, of the mere personality of Jesus, without any regards to
the WORDS h e preached, is all that is necessary to justifica
tion in baptism? Jehovah said by Moses concerning Jesus-ttl
will put My words into his mouth; and whosoever will not hear
ken unto My words which he shall speak in My name, I will
require it ofhim" (Deut. 18:15-19).

These words were the glad tidings of the Kingdom, which
have been nullified by Antichrist's test, which substitutes the
anointing and Sonship of Jesus for belief of Jehovah's words
he was sent to preach as gospel to the poor.

Jesus preached the things of the Kingdom of God, and of the
Name. Study his discourses in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.
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They were in strict conformity with Moses and the prophets,
where it was written of the true believers-"They shall be all
taught ofGod" (Isa.54:3).

When God prepares men for th e water, he draws them far in
advance of the devils. He teaches them concerning the Cov
enant He made with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, in which He
promised them and Christ (Jesus and all in him) ownership of
Canaan for the Aion, with patriarchal supremacy over all na
tions. He teaches them, also, concerning the Throne and King
dom covenanted to David and his House for that Aion. He
teaches them how God must be manifested in them according
to His Name, so that when His purpose shall be fully devel
oped , they will constitute God in manifestation, the Father
through His Sons.

He teaches them that Jesus Anointed is the great Exemplar
of this Name, and that men, to be accounted worthy of this
God-manifestation, must now enter the Name, and become
the subject of illumination and remission therein. He teaches
them His plan of being just, and the Justifier of men from the
faith of Jesus. These become familiar topics with them who
are taught of God, and the understanding of them leads them
to obedience, that they may have right to the Tree of Life, and
may en ter through the gates into the City.

When we take up the New Testament, we find no writing
there minimizing necessary knowledge as modems do. We find
the apostles reproving men for not being MORE intelligent in
the Word, but we find no whittling down the Word to a mini
mum of belief. Jesus exclaimed, "0 fools, and slow of heart to
believe ALL that the prophets have spoken !" (Luke 24 :25), while
our friend's arguments seek to work out a justification for
people who know nothing about the prophets at all; who af
firm dogmas utterly subversive of all they reveal ; who can only
cry out with the devils, "0 Jesus, we know thee who thou art,
the anointed Son of God!" -Herald, 1858

WEAK IN FAITH
We do not seek to justify ignorance and unbelief on the

ground of pious infidels being sincere, or on any other plea.
We have no fellow feeling for infidelity, nor for that weak

ness called ignorance, when men perversely shut their eyes
against the light. The Spirit threatens such with ajust punish
ment, an Aion-destruction from His presence, for not obeying
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the Gospel. There is a difference between weak in faith and
weak in the faith. A man weak in faith is an outside barbarian,
whose faith is not strong enough to bring him to the obedience
the glad tidings demand; he is a man who can only cry out
with the devils. -Herald, 1858

WEAK IN THE FAITH
The weak in the faith are a different sort of people. They

are not outside barbarians, who can only cry out with the
devils and are then at the end of their creed. They are enlight
ened persons, persons whose eyes have been opened to see their
state by nature, to see the light of "the glad tidings of the
Kingdom," to see "the things concerning Jesus," and to see
"the revelation of the mystery." And more than this, their illu
mination has resulted in the putting off the Old Man and his
deeds by baptism for the Name, and by the same act, in the
"Putting on the New Man, which is renewed by epignosis, or
exact knowledge (not by ignorance), after the image ofHim (God)
who created him"-Col. 3:10.

By being possessed of the One Faith and the One Hope of
the Calling, and by being afterwards baptized, access or ad 
mission into the faith, or into the grace, was ministered to
them, "in which they stood, rejoicing in the hope of the glory
of God. " They are now in that INTO which they had entered.

Still, they were not all of the same mental calibre, not of the
same strength and stature. Still, they had all 'heard' the Prophet
like unto Moses, in hearing the apostles to the obedience of the
faith . And, until the devils got in among them (with Dr. Anti
christ at their head, preaching up sincere ignorance and the
confession of an abstract proposition as a qualification for bap
tism), "the multitude of them that believed were of one heart
and of one soul ," which resulted from unanimity of faith and
practice, which the apostles were always solicitous to maintain
saying-"Godgrantyou to be LIKE-MINDED one toward an
other, after the example ofChrist Jesus, that ye may with ONE
MIND glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ"
(Rom. 15:5,6).

And again-"I beseechyou brethren by the Lord Jesus Christ,
that ye all SPEAK THE SAME THING, and that there be no
divisions among you, but that ye be perfectly joined together in
the same mind and in the samejudgment" (1 Cor. 1:10).

Here was no ground left for an apology for ignorance to
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stand upon. The apostle didn't pray saying, "May the Father
grant acceptance to the ignorant in faith, for He knows the
disparity in the human intellect or understanding forbids per
fection in faith of the gospel; He knows that it is unreasonable
to expect it; we therefore thank Him that He has made gra
cious provision for an imperfect faith among those who call
themselves the disciples of Christ, and that He will accept a
man who, with the devils, believes and trembles, though sin
cerely ignorant of everything not confessed by the devils!"

How different from such a meagre piece of theology is the
following rich and beautifully expre ssed prayer of the apostle
for his brethren in Ephesus, saying-"I bow my knees unto the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, after Whom all the family in
heaven and upon earth is named, that He would grant to you
according to the richness ofHis glory, to be strengthened with
power through His Spirit in the inward man, that the Christ
(or Anointing Spirit) may dwell in your hearts through the faith ,
being rooted and grounded in love, that ye may be fully able to
comprehend with the saints what is the breadth, and length,
and depth, and height; to know also the love of the Christ sur
passing the knowledge, that ye may be filled up to the fullness
ofGod" (Eph. 3:14).

And he prays-"That the God ofour Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of the glory (to be revealed), may grant to them a spirit
of wisdom and revelation in exact knowledge ofHim, that the
eyes of their understanding being enlightened, for thatye may
know what is the hope ofHis calling, and what the richness of
the glory ofH is inheritance in the saints; and what the exceed
ing greatness of His power in us believing, according to the
working of the power of His might, which He wrought in the
Christ, having raised him from among the dead, and set him at
His right hand in the heavenlies" (Eph, 1:19 ).

In the testimony before us, Paul tells the Ephesians that
they had been enlightened (perf. part, pass.), for that they might
become the subject of resurrection power and glory: in other
words, they were enlightened in the understanding to which
the Gospel called them.

Nevertheless, though thus enlightened in the hope of the
calling, or the Kingdom, and the Name of the Anointed Jesus,
there were some among them whose consciences were too
readily defiled by old prejudices. Multitudes of them had been
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trained up under the Mosaic customs. Some thought that as
Jehovah had enjoined a distinction of meats in the law, He
would still be pleased with that observance; and the more so,
as He was pleased with their belief and obedience of the Gos
pel. They therefore said, " touch not, taste not, handle not. "
But Paul disapproved of this, and called it, "a show of wisdom,
in will (or unordained) worship, and abasement."

He told them that meats did not commend any man to God,
who had created them to be received with thanksgiving of
them who believe and know the Truth; for the Truth concern
ing the Kingdom believed does not cause the faithful to stand
in a distinction of meats and drinks, but-"In righteousness,
peace, and joy in the holy spirit" (Rom . 14 :17).

These brethren, (for they were not outside barbarians), wer e
weak or asthenical. They were in a sickly state. They were not
however, to be rejected; for concerning such Paul says-"Him
that is weak in the faith receive, (but) not for disputations of
reasonings. One indeed believes to eat all meats, but the weak
eateth herbs. Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth
not; and he that eateth not, let him not condemn him that eateth;
for God hath received him, (th e eater of meats)" (Rom. 14:1-3).

-Herald, 1858

Voyage ToAustralia And New Zealand
And Other Lands

(Continued)

At the second bell, I said farewell to brother and sister
Mackay, and their son, Frank (also a brother): brother and
sister John Brown (sister Brown originally a Yorkshire woman,
from Halifax), brother William Moseley and his unmarried
sister, brother McInnon (h usband to "little sister Wood," as
she used to be known at horne, now the mother of a large
family on a large farm), Miss Mary Campbell (who said on
parting she was not a sister yet, but should be before very
long): sister Barclay, of Dunedin, and some others whose names
I forget . (Oh ! Brother Brighton, Riverton neighbourhood. )
Anybody else? Cannot remember.

The steamboat was slow in starting, having to wheel round
by haulage; and the dear friends named stood on that breezy
wharf for some time, signalling farewell. At last we were off,
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and quickly passed The Bluff, out in to the tempestuous sea.
* * *

And now my visit to New Zealand was at an end. In a sense,
my visit to Australia was also over. Alone among strangers, on
a large steamer (for the Mararoa, bound for Hobart, about a
thousand miles distant, was as large and well-appointed as many
of the Atlantic liners), pacing the deck in solitariness, I was
enabled to review and realise the work in which I had been
engaged for five months since landing at Adelaide in the end of
September.

I had visited 33 places, delivered 61 lectures and 37 exhor
tations, addressed 753 brethren and sisters and about 10,000
strangers, counting only one audience at each place .

It was remarked upon as a curious performance for an
invalid, and an inconsiderate programme on the part of those
who drew it up. In reality, however, it was more suitable to my
requirements than absolute inaction or mere recreative em
ployment.

My trouble has not been physical, though bringing on physi
cal results. It has been purely mental, and no more healing
remedy could have been applied than activity in the congenial
service of the Truth in new fields.

Though seriously infirm at one or two points in the journey,
I have been slowly recovering in the midst of the work, and at
the close of it, am in a fair way of corning all to myself again,
the future before me, and God o'erhead.

My intercourse with the brethren has everywhere (with one
or two slight exceptions) been of the most cordial character,
while the hearing accorded by the public has been perfect in
its respectfulness and attention .

The brethren declare themselves greatly strengthened in
their devotion to the Truth and disabused of many false im
pressions concerning myself, sedulously fostered by hostile
magazines.

The spread of the Truth has doubtless received an unex
pected impetus, and a good many cases of obedience has di
rectly resulted.

The end is not yet. Sympathising with the spoliations of
which I have been the victim; the brethren have spontaneously
put in motion a scheme to deliver me from my burdens on the
understanding that I will in future abstain from business, that
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I will give the Colonies somewhat of my presence in days to
come, without requiring my total absence from England.

That this will be successfully carried out cannot yet be
regarded as certain. The enterprise I fear may prove beyond
the abilities of the poor and scattered friends of the Truth,
however willing-hearted. We shall see.

The Colonies, doubtless, present a more promising field
for the Truth than England, for various reasons. I see this
more clearly than I could in past times. My judgment has
always been against the requests made to me to visit the Colo
mes o

I supposed it impossible that I could disengage myselffrom
the pressing demands of the work in Britain, especially as
regards its literary operations.

When the time came, the matter was taken out of my hands.
The force of very rude circumstances pitch-forked me, as it
were, out of England into Australia and New Zealand; and
the result may be a connection with these parts of the world
which I never dreamt of.

The hand of God appears to be in the whole operation. If I
have.been humbled and broken, higher ends have at the same
time been served.

Those who deny that a man's mistakes may be a Divine
instrumentality for a Divine end, have poorly studied the ways
of Providence as authentically illustrated in Bible history.

It may be, and I hope it will be so , that the Lord 's return
may upset all ideas and all arrangements in the direction in
dicated. But until he arrives, the order of the day remains:
"Blessed are those servants whom the Lord, when he cometh
shall find so doing."

* * *
Wednesday to Friday, March 11-13, 1896-A somewhat

stormy passage of three days brought the steamboat to Ho
bart, the ca pi tal of Tasmania, a distance of about 1,000 miles
from the southern end of New Zealand, in a straight line from
east to west.

Tasmania is the smallest colony in the Australian group. It
has a population of only about 150,000 people. It is an island
about three-fourths the size of Ireland, on the southern coast
of Australia from which it is separated by a channel about
120 miles broad, as will be seen by a glance at the map.
Berean 2014 81



There are only two cities of any consequence in the island
Hobart, the capital, on the south, with a population of about
30 ,000; and Launceston , on the north, looking over to Aus
tralia, as it were, with a population of about 25,000. About a
hundred thousand people are scattered over the land in farms
and villages.

A great part of the land is still under bush. It is a very hilly
country throughout, and not so well suited for farming in this
respect as Australia and New Zealand. Here and there are plains
and valleys, but the leading character of the country is steeply
undulating-the undulations often reaching the height of moun
tains. Although the smallest, it is the oldest of the Colonies . It
was the first to be discovered and settled. People went from
Tasmania to found the settlements of Melbourne and Sydney.

Its slow growth, by comparison with Australia and New
Zealand, is due to the greater farming and grazing eligibili ty
of the two latter countries, and also the early discovery of gold
in Australia , which diverted the emigration stream from Tas
mania.

Though so limited a community, Tasmania is an autono
mous state, having all the appara tus of government-Gover
nor, two Houses of Parliament, Premier, Civil Service, etc. Once,
it had an aboriginal population of a similar type to the Aus
tralian natives: but now they have all died out. The last of
them-a native "king"--died some years ago, so that the coun
try is now as purely British as Essex or Cornwall.

In a geological sense, Tasmania belongs to Australia. Its
soil, trees, and animals are identical : but in climate , it differs
considerably. It is not subject to the same heat, and knows
nothing of the droughts that are frequent in Australia. It is
cool and bright, and temperate during most part of the year;
in this respect resembling New Zealand.

Tasmania is Australia improved as a habitable country. Its
climate and products are English: oats, wheat, potatoes, ap
ples, vegetables, fruits, and flowers. It is, in fact, the market
garden of Australia. It cannot grow grapes, like Queensland;
but its apples are splendid, and find a ready market both in
Australia and in England. Grazing is cultivated to some ex
tent. General farming is more common. Even gold mining is
followed--on the western coast.

The approach to Hobart is magnificent. A long, and com-
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paratively narrow, arm of the sea runs 40 miles into the land,
between precipitous hills, with mountains in the background.
Hobart is built on the hill slopes, at the inner end of this
splendid protected piece of water, with mountains closing in
behind. The water is a great depth right to the water 's edge.
The estuary runs a little way past the town on the left, round
a corner between high hills, on the east of the town, affording
many combinations ofland and water. In fact, for picturesque
ness of situation, Hobart is not excelled by any of the cities of
the Colonies.

Sydney takes the palm for extended and diversified har
bour coastline, and snug inlets, and anchorages; but Hobart is
not behind any in the general magnificence of distant view. It
is a little more closed in than Auckland. With this exception,
it is quite equal to that beautifully situated place.

The aspect of the town, as the steamer drew nigh in the
calm evening sunlight, was neat, clean , and quiet. The whole
place, rising on the steep slope, was visible at a glance: no fog
or smoke, and none of the bustling characteristics of most
seaports. It looked a quiet habitation, a nook for people re
tired, away out of the rush and noise of the world.

"Sleepy Hollow," some people contemptuously call it. There
is another side to this. Life ought not to be the feverish scram
ble it is nearly everywhere at present. No wonder people ask :
"Is life worth living?" Life ought to be a deliberate, dignified,
placid, joyful sequence of rational exercise. It is not so any
where at present. Wait a bit.

I was received at the harbour landing-stage by brother
Barnard and brother Large (th e former from England: the
latter, the local fruit of brother Barnard's faithfulness in the
Truth).

I found there were in all about eight or a dozen brethren
and sisters in the town and neighbourhood. A few years ago
there were none.

One who came from Matlock went over to the Seventh Day
Adventists. Perhaps he may return, as brother Veysey, of Taun
ton , did , after he had been to America, and found out the
unscriptural character of the principles of that body. But tem
poral connections are a hindrance.

Hitherto, the brethren have met for the breaking of bread
in brother Barnard's house, at which I stayed: but, two weeks
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previous to my arrival, they had rented a schoolroom, in which
they will hereafter hold regular meetings morning and evening.
It is a room in Arthur Street. A request has been made by
interested friends that a Sunday School should be commenced,
which may also be done.

*' * *'
Sunday, March 15th, 1896-The brethren met in their new

meeting place for the breaking of bread, but I did not address
them, on account of having to reserve my strength for the
lecture, which was to follow in the afternoon.

The mistake had been made here that was made in Riverton,
of fixing the lecture for the afternoon, instead of the evening.

It wa s done with the excellent intention of getting the pub
lic ear at a time of day when they could spare themselves from
the churches and chapels: but it has the drawback of being a
bad time of day for either speaking, or hearing even, ifyou get
the public together, which is not always certain . People like to
take their ease on Sunday afternoons.

The meeting in the afternoon (Tasmanian Hall) was not
large, but attention was keen, and some interest was mani
fested.

*' * *
Monday, March 16th, 1896-A blank day spent, after writ

ing, in visiting the picturesquely-situated Domain Park and
Botanical Gardens , at the water's edge, in a bay to the east of
the town, in the company of Mr. King, a brother of brother
King's, on a visit from Queensland on the occasion of my visit.

He is "not far from the Kingdom of God." He has been
with the body that we know as the Campbellites, but now sees
that the ceremony performed at their hands was not the obe
dience which God requires: namely, the immersion of an en
lightened believer.

God has not commanded the baptism of anyone ignorant
of the Gospel of the Kingdom. Consequently, the baptism of
such a one is of no account. There cannot be the one baptism
without the one faith . In the evening, being weary, I retired
early.

* .. ..
Tuesday, March 17th, 1896-Being out of fit for writing, I

went out early in the day, and had a long solitary ramble,
amid the sublimest scenery. I took the fine carriage road, which
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was constructed by the convicts in the early days of the colony,
when both Botany Bay and Hobart Town were used as penal
settlements by the British Government.

This carriage road goes round the Domain Hill at a consid
erable elevation, and overlooks splendid views of land and
water on all sides. To the west across the valley containing
Hobart, is Mount Wellington , a lofty range about as high as
Snowdon, in Wales; and Mount Nelson, not much below it. To
the east, looking from the other side of the Domain Hill , is a
fine expanse of water, stretched at the feet of the spectator,
backed by hills, while in front, to the south, is the magnificent
Bay of Hobart, and a good part of the town.

The road goes through the silent woods on both sides, and
there is scarce a soul to be met. I had much profitable medita
tion, a process of putting this and that together, which may
be compared to cleaning the lenses and adjusting the focus of
a binocular glass. Mortal faculty so easily gets out of fit with
facts that this process requires to be frequently performed.

In the evening, there was a lecture on " Th e Corning of
Christ and the Signs of the Times"; the audience was not much
larger than on Sunday afternoon.

Every Man Perfect In Christ Jesus
By BROlliER G. V.GROWCOTT

(Contin ued)

"Put on therefore as the elect of God, mercies, kindness,
humbleness ofmind, meekness, longsuffering " (Col. 3:12).

"As the electofGod. "Are we the elect of God? There MUST be
such, for the Scri ptures sooften speak of such a class, in language
ofgreat beauty-a glorious , separated few, knit together in divine
holiness.

"The electofGod, holy and beloved. "It seems like tremendous
presumption to consider that we, of all the earth's millions, may
be such. But if we fulfil the simple requirements that the love of
Godhasspecified, weare the "electofGod, holy and beloved. "This
honoris free and open toall,yetitis very exclusive, for so few seek
it with all their heart, and only such can ever find it.

Many seek itwithpartoftheirheart-sometimes a large part
but that is not enough. God's electare those few who give God all
their heart-who yield themselves completely to Him.
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"Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, even as
Christ forgave you " (v. 13).
A divine, mutual kindness is one infallible mark of the True

Bride. Where that is lacking there is no spiritual life.
"AndABOVEall these things PUTONLOVE, which isthebond
ofperfectness" (v. 14).

Above all these things-beyond these things-over all this
mutual mercy, kindness, humbleness, meekness, long-suffering,
forbearance, forgiveness-put on love.

The only true love in all the world is that divine oneness ofheart
and mind that unites the elect of God in pure and perfect
affection-the bond-bindingtogether-ofperfectness.

"We know that we havepassed from death unto life, because we
love the brethren" (1 In. 3:14).
Have we passed from death to life? Is love for the brethren our

distinguishingcharacteristic?Lovehas infinite pa tience and kind
ness--even toward all men-but above all to the brethren. Faith
fulness often makes rebuke necessary,and sometimes separation,
but even this MUST be done in love, with meekness-a true
sympathy, recognizing the mutual weakness and limitations of
poor, fallen human nature-and above all, nota hypocritical, self
righteous, lip service "love."

"And let the peace ofGod rule in your hearts" (v, 15).
Let it rule-permit it to-God desires His peace to preside over

us. We are exhorted to allow it to do so. It is a blessing that He is
anxious to bestow. Perhaps, of this whole epistle, this is the one
thought to keep uppermost in our minds, as the crowningblessing
of all-

"LET the peace ofGod rule in your hearts. "
Give yourselfover to its healing and relaxing influence. Let us

try to remember to say this to ourselves from time to time during
the course of each day-"LETthepeace ofGod rule in yourhearts. "

This word "rule" is very interesting. It means to arbitrate, to
preside, to be an umpire, to settle questions and problems, to
determine who is the winner, to award the prize. This is the only
place the word occurs, though the related noun occurs twice as
"prize."TheapostleurgesustopermitGod'speacetorulesupreme
in our hearts, presiding over all issues and settling every conflict,
awarding the joyful prize of godliness.

Are weopeningourhearts toHim andallowingHispeaceto work
its marvellous work within us, or are we in fleshly blindness missing
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this transcendent comfort?-"careful and troubled about many
things,"when only oneisneeded-a discernmentofthebeautyand
value of the "peaceofGod."

"And beye thankful" (v , 15).
Itis a sad commentary on human forgetfulness that we should

need to be constantly reminded to be thankful. But we do need it.
Weentertain so many moods and desires thatare utterly incompat
ible with thankfulness. We cannot be thankful and irritable at the
same time--or thankful and discouraged ,or thankful and impa
tient.

Thankfulness is a pleasant and joyful mood-a recognition of
eternal and all overshadowing goodness. It is inseparably linked
to God 's peace. It is not the little passing flashes of thankfulness
thatismeant-likethatofa dog for a scrapofmeat-but the calm,
cheerful thankfulness that is a consistent, all-pervading frame of
mind and way oflife.

"Let the word ofChrist dwell inyou richly in all wisdom" (v,
16).
Here again-let it, permit it. Is the acquiring of wisdom from

the Word as easy as that-just let it corne?
Yes, IF WE CLEAR THE WAYand set our whole hearts upon

it. But we cannot fill ourminds and in terests with other things and
still expect the word of Christ to force its way in . It requires effort,
and study, and application-notjust because God wants to make
it hard and discouraging, but because He will only open Himself
up to those who love Him sufficiently to give their whole lives to
seeking to know Him.

Unless the love of God--desire to know Him, desire to please
Him-dorninates our whole lives, the word of Christ will never
dwell in us richly in all wisdom, and all our talk about "poor
memories" and "inability to understand" is but a pitiful evasion.
The problem is not memories, but hearts.

"Teaching and admonishingoneanother in hymnsandpsalms
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the
Lord" (v . 16).

This is a beautiful instruction and worthy of deep consider
ation. It is far more significant, in terms of basic principles, than
we are apt to realize.

Do weassociate the spiritofsong with our teaching? This is the
kind of teaching that gladdens and transforms-

"How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet ofhim that
bringethgood tidings!" (Isa . 52:7).
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Our teachingand admonishing-even our ADMONISHING,
we note-must never be harsh, or cold, or merely technical and
intellectual, butin the gentle,joyful spirit of singing with grace
in our hearts.

"And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the Name
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to our God and Father by
him" (v. 17).

He is not just speaking of things to do with the Truth-he is
speaking of everything we do. This is clear from verses 23, 24
where, concluding his instructions to servants, he says

"WHATSOEVER YE DO, do it HEARTILY, as to the Lord
and not to men, knowing that OF THE LORDye shall receive
the reward. "

Our weekly paycheck is "of the Lord." He is our true
employer. All others are incidental. All we do is actually just
between Him and us direct. Therefore every word, every deed,
should be done with the consciousness that it is unto God. "Do
it HEARTILY"-give it everything you have.

Does this seem an extreme and impossible command? It all
depends where our heart is, as to whether this is an insufferable
burden or a joyful delight. The apostle goes even further in
writing to the Corinthians (2:10:5)-

"Bring into captivity every THOUGHT to the obedience of
Christ. "

No man can serve two masters. No man can give his heart to
a divided allegiance. All the power andjoy of the service of God
is in its all-embracing completeness-its utter and intense
singleness ofheart and soul.

* * *
Chapter 4 is principally occupied with sundry greetings to

and from the brethren. We know so little about these earnest
and faithful men, and yet these personal sections add so much
to the living power and beauty of Paul's epistles.

Think of what a loss the omission of these parts would be
Tychicus-a beloved brother, and a faithful minister and fellow
servant in the Lord.

Onesimus-a faithful and beloved brother.
Aristarchus-Paul 's fellow-prisoner.
Marcus-nephew to Barnabas, whose youthful failure of

courage years before was the cause of the sad rift between
Barnabas and Paul.
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The Colossians have a special commandment to welcome him
ifhe comes to them. Why? The circumstances of the separating of
Paul and Barnabas would be bound to be known throughout the
brotherhood. Even years later it would be remembered. It would
create a very difficult path for Mark to tread, wherever he went.
There would often be embarrassment on both sides as he met the
brethren.

But he seems to have overcome, and established himself as a
worthy and useful brother. In Paul's closing days he wrote to
Timothy that Mark was profitable to him for the ministry, and
there were few who stood by Paul at that time.

We cannothelp beingsaddened by the incident that separated
Paul and Barnabas, after they had endured somuch together.We
never hear ofBarnabas again. He drops right out of the story, his
place taken by a new companion--Silas.

But right at the end ofPaul 's life, he speaks with appreciation
of the help and support ofMark, so we can feel assured that Paul
and Barnabas were fully reconciled.

And there was a brother with Paul called Jesus. How strange
it seems for a brother to be called Jesus-though this is the Greek
form of Joshua-a common name among the Jews.

These, said Paul, were his fellow-workers unto the Kingdom of
God, who had been a comfort to him. How wonderful is the comfort
afforded by faithful brethren!

Epaphras, a servant of Christ, always laboring fervently in
prayer.

Luke, thebeloved physician. Why does Paul mention him in this
way-"the belovedphysician"?

From Luke's first appearance in the record, at the time Paul
saw the vision of the man ofMacedonia-right to theendofPaul 's
life, Luke seems to have attached himself to Paul.

Wherever we see the word "we" in the Acts, we can discern the
faithful Luke attending Paul in all his travels.

And in Paul's very last epistle (2 Tim. 4:11), when he was old
and about to be put to death, he said-

"Only Luke is with me."
Can wenot see one who, in love to the Truth and to the apostle,

had given himselfas a constant companion to minister to Paul in
all his trials-"Luke, the beloved physician."

The terriblehardships and maltreatment that Paul constantly
endured would affect the health of the strongest, but there are
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several indications that Paul also suffered from physical dis
abilities.

A gentle minister of healing would be a great comfort to one
whose life was composed of such labor, pain and distress, and
who gave every ounce of his strength in the service of his
brethren (2 Cor. 1:8)-

"Pressed out ofmeasure, above strength, despairing even of
life"

-that is how he himself describes the path he trod for Christ.
"And say toArchippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou
hast received in the Lord, that thou fulfil it" (v . 17).
Who Archippus was we do not know. Whether this is a re

proofor an encouragement we cannot tell. But its value lies in
its lessons for us-

"Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received. "
LikeArchippus, we too have a ministry of the Lord. We have

work to do-principally within ourselves, but also in relation
to all with whom we come in contact--to manifest to them the
beauty of the divine pattern of godliness and holiness.

The apostle concludes : "Remember my bonds." We are told
to remember many things.Remembrance-keepingin memory
holds the issues between life and death .

Why "R emember my BONDS"? We are taken back to his
words in the first chapter-

"I REJOICE in my sufferings for you, and fill up that
which is beh ind in the afflictions ofChrist in my flesh for
his Body 's sake."

In all that you do, remember my sufferings for you, and the
suffering of Christ. Let the remembrance of them soften and
purify your hearts, and raise your minds to higher and more
noble things than your own selfish desires and interests.

"Grace be with you. "
Do we have a clear idea in our minds what "Grace be with

you" means? Grace is a broad inclusive word, a balanced
combination of many beautiful characteristics. It is the sum
total of graciousness. It includes both the attitude and opera
tion of God toward the believer, and the manifestation of
godliness by and in the believer.

It is defined as loveliness, favor, kindness, goodwill, thank
fulness , pleasantness, friendship, beauty of charaeter

"Grace be with you . . . Amen. "
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Sing Unto God, Ye Kingdoms Of The Earth!
(Continued)

Psa. 68:19-"Blessed be the Lord, Who daily loadeth us with
benefits: even the God ofour salvation. "

This attitude of blessing God must be our state of mind at all
times. It must fill our minds, and overflow irresistibly through
thankful lips of praise. It must not be interrupted by passing
disappointments-or sorrows, or our faith is indeed weak and
sickly. God has graciously given abundantly of His benefits to
help us : things temporal and things spiritual-including, above
all, His Word . If-having the inestimable gift of the knowledge
of the Truth and of the freely offered love of God-we are not
overwhelmed with grateful appreciation, then we are blind in-
deed ; yea, cold and dead. '

It is our responsibility to keep plentiful oil in our lamps and
vessels by constantly imbibing of the Word oflife that is given us.
And we must understand that studying and searching th e Spirit
Word is not to be confused with mere surface reading. We can
read the Bible through many times, and still know pitifully little
about its great message.

Deep studying is best done alone, and under peaceful and
quiet conditions, so that the mind can be fully absorbed in the
work. Reading and discussing our daily lessons together with
others is very good and beneficial. But those passages that do
not readily yield their full meaning must be dealt with at such
times as we can give ourselves wholly to them in private study.
The more we come to know, and labor to know, the more plenti
fully God will give us of His goodness and fellowship.

* * *
V. 20-21- "He that is our God is the God of salvation and
unto God the Lord belong the issues from death. But God
shall wound the head ofHis enemies, and the hairy scalp of
such an one as goeth on still in his trespasses. "

God is salvation, and unto Him do belong the issues (exit,
deliverance) from death. God alone can deliver us from death,
through His gift of life in Christ. We absolutely cannot deliver
ourselves, no matter what our works and efforts may be . But we
must not make themistake of orthodoxy. This wonderful gift of
life must never be taken lightly or casually, as if 'Christ has done
everything,' and there is nothing for us to do to "Make our call
ing and election sure" (2 Pet. 1:10).
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Even after we have accepted the Truth, and have entered
into Christ, we can be rejected. Salvation is not an instant, auto
matic, irreversible thing, as the shallow religious world around
us assumes. No! We must-

"WORK OUT our salvation with fear and trembling" (Phil.
2:12).

It requires a full life dedicated faithfully to the end to follow
ing the example of Christ, and doing th e will and work of God

"He that endureth to the end SHALL be saved " (Mat t . 24 :13).
To profess the Truth and 'go on still in trespasses' (that is, the

natural, fleshly way of life) will bring dreadful punishment and
retribution. We must live what we profess to be, in holy separate
ness, or--as 'fri ends of the world,' we shall be counted 'enemies
of God' (J am . 4:4 ).

In verses 22-35 we have the activities of Christ and the saints
in delivering Israel and establishing the Kingdom-

V. 22-"The Lord said, I will bring again from Bashan (the
haughty oppressor): I will bring My people again from the
depths ofthe sea."

Israel will be saved, and once more pass through the sea ,
after the pattern of the Exodus under Moses. As we do our read
ings, especially ofIsrael 's great deliverance, let us remember that
the events that have gone before are types of what will happen at
Christ's return.

* * *
V. 23-"That thy foot may be dipped in the blood of thine
enemies, and the tongue ofthy dogs in the same."

Another robust passage of God's punishment of evil and vin
dication of good, at which feeble orthodoxy professes to wince.
Do they not believe that Sin and sinners will not forever tri
umph, and that a Day will come when-after long divine pa
tience - evil will be mercilessly crushed, and good for ever ex
alted? And that the long-patient and long-suffering righteous will
rejoice at the glorious events of that Day, even as God exhorts
them to?

* * *
V. 29-"Because ofThy Temple at Jerusalem shall kings bring
presents to Thee. "

Here is the "House of Prayer for All Peoples" (Isa . 56:7), the
world-center of government, instruction, and worship, which
appears many times in the prophetic Scriptures-the "Tabernacle
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Sanctuary in the midst ofIsrael" that will manifest to the world
that Yahweh is with Israel forever (Ex. 37:28). It is here the world
must go yearly for the Feast of Tabernacles (Zech. 14:16).

* * *
V. 30-"Rebuke the company of spearmen . . . till every one
submit himself . . . Scatter Thou the people that delight in

"war.
Christ will rule with an iron hand. The disobedient nations

are rebuked and kept under subjection. Those that delight in
war, today's world rulers, are scattered and destroyed. War is
abolished (Isa. 2:4; Psa. 46:9), and peace and righteousness will
fill the earth. And (vs. 32-34) all will-

"Sing unto God, ye kingdoms ofthe earth! 0 singpraises unto
the Lard! To Him that rideth upon the heavens of heavens,
which were ofoZd.
"La, He doth send out His voice, and that a mighty voice.
Ascribe ye strength unto God: His Excellency is over Israel,
and His strength is in the clouds. "

These are the clouds of the Redeemed that accompany Christ
(Rev. 1:7), and on which he rides in judging and subduing the
earth (Rev. 14:14). They are the Cherubim-Cloud that form the
Chariot of Yahweh (1 Chron. 28:18). His 'strength is in these
Clouds' of Redeemed, for He isAil Shaddai, 'The Strength of the
Mighty Ones.' They are Mighty Ones because His strength is
now in them unto the eternal ages. The Psalm ends (v. 35)-

"0 God, Thou art terrible out ofThy holy places. The God of
Israel is He that giveth strength and power unto His people.
Blessed be God!"

The Spirit ends this wonderful Millennial Psalm with these
words because it is the ultimate consummation of all things.

God manifested in Spirit through His Holy Ones will be terri
ble to all His enemies. Only those under the shadow of His wing
will be spared in that Day. To 'bless' God means to kneel before
Him, to praise and acknowledge Him Who shall be Mighty Ones.

The Hope before us is indeed glorious; and ifwe are wise and
careful and diligent in this brief day, that Hope will be realized.
We should have one main concern today, and only one: What does
God think ofme?

What will determine His opinion? Will it be our so-diligent
state of mind after we know His Son Jesus has returned? No, for
then everyone will show loyalty, and try to make themselves ap
pear faithful. ill that day, as Jesus himself says, many will be
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prepared with all manner of excuses and professions with tears
of how much they desire him.

None of this will move Christ. To many he will seem cold and
hard. "Depart from me, ye cursed!" That which will determine
his opinion of us is what we are quietly and consistently doing
now. If we are totally dedicated and obedient to God today, then
we shall be among those glorious Elohim-Mighty Ones-who
receive strength and power from Ail the Eternal, Uncreate Source
from Whom all things are derived, and in Whom all things are
sustained and consist.-K.D.C.

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy
RUSSIA IN THE CRIMEA

Now that the Winter Olympics are over, Russia has put away
its illusory gentlemanly manners and taken a very important
step in the unfolding purpose of God. It has made an unantici
pated, lightning fast move into the Ukraine, and into the
Crimean peninsula.

The world reacted, and continues to react, with shock. But
the Crimea has had significant strategic value for centuries.
Russia's descent into the area is no surprise for those who un
derstand its destiny. As CNN notes-

Crimea has strong historic, political, cultural and geographic
links to Russia. But perhaps most important, it has paramount
strategic value.

Look at the city of Sevastopol near the southern tip of the
Crimean Peninsula. Sevastopol has long been a major naval
port for Russia. Today it is the headquarters for Russia's Black
Sea fleet.

Imagine you have Russian cargo-say, weapons you want to
send to your ally in SYria. The best route is through the Crimea,
sailing toward Istanbul, then across the Dardanelles into the
Mediterranean. In fact, the Russian navy needs Sevastopol in
order to have access to the Mediterranean and to the Indian
Ocean during the winter months.-CNN; 3/14

There are multiple phases of Russia's advancement under
Gogue (Ezekiel 38), which finally places his armies on the moun
tains of Israel prior to their overthrow (39: 1-4). That initial step
which chiefly interests us at the moment is found in Rev. 16:12
.~ the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Eu
phrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way ofthe
kings ofthe east (sun's rising) might be prepared."

This, as bro. Roberts pointed out, shows Turkey's fate--
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"It is legitimate to argue that "the river Euphrates" dried up
by the sixth vial, is intended to signify that power which is lo
cated on the territory to which it pertains, at the time contem
porary with the pouring out of the sixth vial. If this is admitted,
the interpretation would at once fix upon Turkey as the power
represented" tChristendom Astray, p. 387) .

Dr. Thomas points out that in relation to this 'drying up' of
the Turkish (formerly Ottoman) power in the last days, Russia
will find reason to attack Constantinople (Ist a nbul)-

"The things which remain to be accomplished in the time of
the end are briefly outlined in the remaining part of the [11th]
chapter [ofDaniel]. The king of Egypt having pushed at the Little
Horn, as we have seen, the next event of the prophecy is an at
tack upon him by the king of the north, as it is written, "And the
king of the north shall come against him like a whirlwind, with
chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships"; that is, the
Russo-Assyrian autocrat shall attack Constantinople by sea and
land, and with such whirlwind impetuosity that the Sultan's
dominion shall be swept away. The whirlwind nature of the at
tack implies, I think, not only its overwhelming character, but
that when it is made, the allies of the Sultan will be off their
guard" (Elpis Israel, P: 418).

We have seen a taste of this 'whirlwind' ability from Russia
this month. The naval base at Sevastopol is crucial for the sea
borne component of the military attack to come against
Istanbul, opening the way to the Mediterranean, and to Israel.
COLD WAR REDUX

Although obvious to critical observers for some time, Russia's
movement has triggered a realization that Russia is a nation to
be reckoned with, and that the old east-west (north-south) con
flict is nearer to renewal than many realized-

"It seems a million miles away from Americans, but just a
reminder-Ukraine is in Europe. Kiev is just a few hundred
miles from cities [like] Rome, Paris, London. And we have U.S.
allies just to the west of it: Poland, Slovakia, Hungary, Roma
nia-all members of NATO. Under the NATO charter, the U.S.
is required to defend these countries militarily if they come
under threat.

"This place is basically a metaphor for whether the Cold
War is really over."

"The U.S. President said last week this is not a Cold War
chess game , but we 're seeing it playing out right here-the
pull between East and West-Russia wanting to reassert it
self. "-CNN, 3/14
CRIMEA KEY TO THE MIDDLE EAST

It has not escaped commentators' notice that the Crimean
Berean 2014 95



Russian naval base is key to Russia's ability to put a signifi
cant military force in the Middle East. From a strategic per
spective, the Russian president's motive in securing the Crimea
is very clear-

Putin's desire to maintain a sphere of influence in the Middle
East is in no ways limited to Syria. He has met U.S. ambiva
lence toward the military-led government by welcoming the
de facto Egyptian leader, Field Marshal Abdel Fattah EI-Si si ,
to Moscow, continuing discussions about a $2 billion arms deal
for Egypt, even as the U.S. has suspended some military sup
port to Cairo. The warm reception of Sisi and Foreign Minis
ter Nabil Fahmy also seemed designed to send a message to
the United States that Russia still has clout in the region's
most influential and populous country and is prepared to in
crease its military ties.-CNN, 2/14
PERPLEXITY

Of course, Russia cannot make any move into foreign terri
tory without triggering immediate responses from other na
tions. Quite interestingly, we see the utter perplexity mani
fested by senior leaders and advisors, who had rested comfort
ably in their belief that Russia was hardly a significant threat
ening power any more--

In remarks quoted by "The New York Times, " German Chan
cellor Angela Merkel reportedly wondered aloud whether the
Kr emlin leader was "living in another world. " And despite the
fact that the German government later denied Merkel's com
ments, an increasing number of analysts have been suggesting
that, with his military intervention in Ukraine, Putin may
have indeed taken leave of his senses.

Andrei Zubov, a professor at the prestigious Moscow State
Institute of International Relations, agrees.

"We always make prognoses based on the assumption that
the politician, even if selfish and cruel, is intelligent and ratio
nal . But what we see now is the behavior of a politician who
has lost his mind," Zubov says.

But Putin has been such a shrewd political player for more
than a decade and a half, and many observers see cold calcula
tion and deliberation, rather than madness, in his latest Ukraine
gambit. Jan Techau, director of Carnegie Europe in Brussels,
suggests that Putin ... has been preparing the ground to do
so for a long time.

A U.S. diplomatic cable from the Kyiv mission in 2006 ac
cuses Russia of funding "a deliberate effort to destabilize
Crimea, weaken Ukraine, and prevent Ukraine's movement
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west in institutions like NATO and the EU." It says that plan
had been in operation at least since the Orange Revolution of
2004 .

Russian opposition figure Leonid Gozman said in Crimea,
Putin is engaged in a "genuine attempt at an Anschluss," an
apparent reference to Adolf Hitler 's annexation of Austria to
Nazi Germany in 1938 . Russian history professor and political
commentator Valery Solovei posted that "well-informed" sources
tell him Putin made the decision to move into Crimea person
ally and that he did so in part because he believes "he is op
posed in the West by the weakest political elite of the entire
postwar period."-RFE/RL, 3/14

The Anschluss (German for "connection" or union) was the
occupation and annexation of Austria into Nazi Germany in
1938. Just preceding WWII, German troops entered Austria to
enforce the Anschluss, The Nazis held a successful plebiscite
within the following month, asking the people to ratify the fait
accompli, just as Russia is making motions to do with Ukraine.

As today, the Allied powers did not lmow what to make of it.
In 1938, the Allies were supposedly committed to upholding the
terms of the Treaty of Versailles and St. Germain, which spe
cifically prohibited the union of Austria and the German Em
pire, but their reaction was only verbal and moderate. No mili
tary confrontation took place and even the strongest voices
against the annexation, particularly Italy, France and Britain,
did not generate any significant action against Germany.

Clearly Russia is relying on the same apathy today.
ECONOMIC CONCERNS DO NOT PREVENT WAR

Continuing the same RFE/RL article above-
Solovei adds, however, the upper echelon of the Russian po

litical elite is deeply split by the decision [to attack Ukraine]
and that those with economic assets in Europe are "scared to
death." Indeed, author [Ben] Judah says, the ruling elite in
Putins Russia is, theoretically, extremely vulnerable to West
ern sanctions.

"The Russian elite is theoretically extremely vulnerable to
any choice by the European Union to clamp down on its tax
havens or to use visa bans or freeze bank accounts or restrict
Russian companies ' access to its stock exchanges or financial
services. But Putin is absolutely confident the European Union
,is not going to do that," Judah says.

"Half the Putin cabinet has assets across Europe." However,
most European countries-particularly Britain and Germany,
"have long ceased to be interested in taking any policies to
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ward Russia that would harm their [own] interests."
Putin understands, Judah says, the Cold War days, when the

US could de facto order European countries to impose various
trade sanctions on the Soviet Union, are over.-RFE/RL , 3/14

With regards to the pundit's statement that "those [Russians]
with economic assets in Europe are 'scared to death'," of the
economic danger to themselves and Russia from this attack, it
is worth noting an Encyclopedia Britannica entry on Hitler's
activities leading up to WWII-

"In November 1937 Hitler outlined his plans of future con
quest (beginning with Austria and Czechoslovakia) to a secret
meeting of his military leaders. He now dispensed with the ser
vice of those who were not wholehearted in their acceptance
of Nazi dynamism [including] Hjalmar Schacht, who declared
Germany's further rearmament a danger to its economy" (E.B.
1993, "Hitler").

When war beckons, tremulous economic voices are very
quickly drowned out on the aggressor's side, while defenders,
scarcely believing anyone would so boldly upset the monetary
applecart, fret and worry about what war will do to their pros
perity-and they hesitate. It seems we are seeing the same hesi
tancy play out today-

Why isn't Vladimir Putin afraid of the West?
"Let's first be clear on how Russian corruption works. The

centre of Russian corruption isn't in Moscow . . . it's in British
tax havens, London property, Swiss banks, Austrian bank ac
counts, and property all over the European Union . Huge
amounts of money, billions and billions, extracted out of the
Russian budget. The past 10 years , Putin has watched how
west European elites, desperate for money in an era of low
growth, have been willing to launder his money. And this has
convinced him Europe will do absolutely nothing to kill the
oligarch golden goose that feeds it. He 's absolutely confident
that Europeans will not impose banking restrictions, will not
impose visa r estrictions, and they will certainly not do any
thing to close down their profitable tax havens.

"Putin thinks the West has changed. He thinks the West was
a crusading alliance 25 years ago, but today, the West has the
morality of a hedge fund: 'Make money, move it offshore' ."

"Putin believes that the West fail ed to impose any financial
sanctions after the Georgian war that were meaningful, be
cause London, Paris, Berlin are desperate for cash, and will
always put money before values in this era of low-growth.

"We've been hearing very worrying reports out of Moscow.
Kremlin insiders have been suggesting that Putin believes he is
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dealing with the weakest Western elite in a generation. And if
no steps are taken after Crimea, he may well move on and
take more territory in eastern and southern Ukraine. Putin is
all about finding where the red lines are. Finding where the
blocks to action are. And right now this confused response
from the West, with Germany saying that it doesn't want Rus
sia thrown out of the G8, with John Kerry saying American
might want it thrown out of the G8, Britain talking about the
need for diplomacy, there are definitely no red lines in sight
for Vladimir Putin."-author Ben Judah, Bloomberg Tv, 3/14

This observation by Ben Judah (and we can't help but notice
the author's name-reflective of the two tribes of Judah, the
initial remnant called back to the Land in advance of these
events!) of confusion and perplexity because of money certainly
seems to pan out when examining European nations' responses
to Russian aggression-
THE WEST'S WEAK RESPONSE

The Ukrainian crisis has sent European leaders scurrying
to find responses to Russia 's aggression. But so far, they seem
more confused over what to do than they are united. One rea
son for the confusion is that many EU member states have
close trade ties with Moscow and are loathe to jeopardize them
by slapping punitive sanctions on Moscow. In the meantime,
the scramble over what to do is producing some notable mo
ments: from threats, to backpedaling, to even some embar
rassments.
A Czech Flip-Flop

Czech Defense Minister Stropnicky said he could "hardly
imagine" that Russia could now win its bid to carry out the
$lObn expansion of the Czech Republic's sole nuclear plant.
But by day's end, Czech Prime Minister Sobotka walked back
the defense minister's statement. "It is impossible to imagine
that we will burn all bridges by rupturing all commercial ties
with Russia because of this crisis," Sobotka said. "Tha t would
be very unwise. "
Britain Warns Of 'S ign ificant Costs '-But No Trade Sanctions?

British Prime Minister Cameron has warned President Putin
that Russia will have to pay "significant costs" unless the Krem
lin changes course on Ukraine. So a photo of an apparently
official document as it was being carried into Downing Street
caused quite a stir by suggesting London might, in fact , oppose
curbs on Russian trade. The document says "the UiK. should
not support for now trade sanctions . . or close London's fi 
nancial center to Russians."
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The German Contact Group
Germany says it is counting on a "contact group" to open

channels between Kyiv and Moscow and de-escalate a crisis
that could endanger trade ties between Berlin and Russia, the
source of almost 40 % of its oil and gas. Chancellor Merkel's
spokeswom an said that the initiative so far has been limited to
just one phone call.
The EU: 'Sanctions Are Not In Order Today'

EU foreign ministers united over calls on Moscow to return
its troops to their bases and threatened to put visa liberaliza
tion and economic cooperation talks on hold. But they made it
clear they wouldn't go as far as the United States in terms of
economic steps . German Foreign Minister Steinmeier called for
more diplomacy, saying "crisis diplomacy is not a weakness."
The Netherlands' foreign minister Timmermans, said "sanc
tions are not in order today."
Long Hours At NATO-And A New Europe,
Old Europe Divide?

Warsaw has pushed NATO to hold emergency meetings over
Ukraine, saying the cri sis endangers Poland. But the most re
cent meeting went 4 hours overtime as the members struggled
to agree on a statement. The new member states wanted tough
warnings for Russia. So did Britain and the US. But France
and Germany prefer a more moderate tone. Germany says it is
still of the opinion that one can talk to the Russians without
coming to threats and ultimatums.-RFE/RL, 3/14

Putin has a carefully cultivated persona of a man ofaction, as
evidenced by his behaviour at home (piloting firefighting planes,
darting whales, driving race cars, taking a submersible below the
surface of Lake Baika, etc.). Contrasted to this are the hesitant,
verbose leaders of Western nations-i-espeeially those of France
and Germany (Gomerand Magogue)-and including the US. presi
dent, who is losing credibility as the days go on-

Should Russia manage to have its way in Ukraine, smaller
powers will take notice, particularly those nations whose inter
ests can be at odds with the West and the US.

Russia is not a small power. But it is standing up to America
and the West. And for the true smaller powers, how "big" re
acts when faced with a challenge from "small" can be instruc
tive. And the Syrians, Iranians and North Koreans will pay
attention to the West's resolve. It can 't be a good thing if Rus
sia acts in Ukraine without cost and consequence.

Israel isn 't a friend of Russia nor an adversary of the US.
But the Israelis have already seen what US. words mean when
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it comes to their own determination to continue settlement
policy, and to U.S. threats to use military force in Syria, or
even against Iran. And they have concluded that words mean
very little.

The Saudis have reached many of the same conclusions about
the Obama administration's willingness to say what it means
and more important, act upon what it says.

Credibility comes from believability-when a president
speaks of policy, he will make good on his words, if need be.

The Obama administration's credibility is very low. Every
one says no to the U.S., seemingly without consequence: al
Assad; Putin; Afghanistan's President Karzai; North Korean
leader Kim Jong-un; Iraq's President al-Maliki. It seems the
U.S. even gets "yes, buts" from friends and allies like Israeli
President Benjamin Netanyahu and Palestinian Authority
President Mahmoud Abbas.-CNN, 3114

Ultimately, the stumbling Western powers will be unable to
stop Russia's move into Europe and the Middle East, following
the path laid out for it in Daniel 11:40·45 and Ezekiel 38 and 39.
TURKEY IS KEY

Any movement against Turkey is of utmost importance:
for that power being 'dried up' portends the return of
Christ (the Sun-Mal. 4:2; 2 Cor. 4:6) and the emergence
of the Kings of the Sun's rising (Rev. 16:12), who shall in
time "shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Fa
ther" (Matt. 13:43).

Turkey is recognizing that there is significant danger
in Russia's actions-

From Turkey's perspective, Russia's actions in Crimea are
drawing uncomfortable parallels with Moscow's imperial am
bitions from centuries ago. Turkish Prime Minister Erdogan
and Putin talked over the phone. We do not need an NSA leak
to know that this was a conversation laden with geopolitical
tension.

This is familiar (and unsettling) history for the Turks. Back
in the late 18th century, Russia-with its eyes on a warm
water port in the Black Sea-began eating away at the fringes
of the Ottoman Empire in southern Ukraine and the Caucasus.
Russia ended up annexing the entire peninsula in 1783.

Several decades later, a decaying Ottoman Empire, dubbed
the "Sick Man of Europe," met the Russians at Crimea again,
this time with French and British backing, during the Crimean
War. On the pretext of protecting Eastern Orthodox subjects
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in Ottoman territory-another historical echo of the current
situation-Russian forces took aim at Ottoman possessions
along the Danube and then at the Bosporus and Dardanelles,
the Turkish-controlled gateway to the Black Sea.

Fast-forward to the present, and the Turks are again pur
suing their imperative to maintain a balance of power in the
Black Sea. As the gatekeeper of the Turkish Straits, Turkey is
responsible for upholding the Montreux Convention, which
regulates access to the Black Sea by warships. When the Rus
sians invaded Georgia in 2008, and NATO had warships in the
Black Sea with Turkish permission, Moscow subtly reminded
Turkey of the consequences of challenging Russia when it held
up thousands of Turkish trucks at Russian border posts. Al
ready holding enormous economic leverage over Ankara, given
that it supplies some 60% of Turkey's natural gas needs, Mos
cow can once again tighten the screws on Turkey if it tries to
challenge Russia's moves in Ukraine.--Stratfor, 3/14
THE FUTURE OF INTERNATIONAL ORDER

Just how significant all this is to the settled powers of Europe
is well laid out in an article from CNN-

What's at stake in the conflict between the West and Russia
over Ukraine is not just the future of Crimea, it's the future of
international order.

Some weeks ago , Crimea was a remote place, to historians
known as the center of a war in the 1850s. But suddenly and
unexpectedly, Crimea has become a geopolitical hotspot in a
conflict between Russia and the West that seems to be straight
out of a Cold War playbook.

Moscow has raised the stakes dramatically with a de facto
annexation of this region.

It is unclear at the moment whether President Vladimir
Putin sees this only as a first step.

The West is far from a united stand and a forceful response.
Worse, instead of keeping their differences behind closed doors,
Western cracks are all too visible, emboldening Putin.

Beyond Ukraine, this conflict is also a defining moment for
future Russian foreign policy. If Moscow succeeds in Uhraine,
it will come to the conclusion that it can act like an empire. An
emp ire has no borders and doesn 't respect the borders of others.

If the EU and U.S. accept Russia's land grab, they weaken
the foundations of today 's international order, born out of the
ashes of World War II and enshrined in the U.N. charter.

Nowadays, Washington is diminishing its global footprint,
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with its taxpayers no longer willing to bear the biggest chunk
of the burden to uphold world order.

The Kremlin has sensed a power vacuum and is stepping
in.-CNN, 3/14

Meanwhile, Russian lawmakers introduced two bills to sim
plify annexing new territories into the Russian Federation .

-CNN, 2/14
Sometimes slowly, sometimes quickly, God's purpose inexora

bly unfolds. We are blessed to know the significance of these
things. The end is truly near!

Therefore, "keep sound wisdom and discretion: so shall they
be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy neck ... Be not afraid ofsud
den fear, neither of the desolation of the wicked when it cometh.
For theWRD shall be thyconfidence, and shall keep thy foot from
being taken" (Prov, 3:21-26).-T.C.

TRIBULATION WORKETH PATIENCE
"Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things

which he suffered"-Heb. 5:8.
It is God's method of perfecting character and laying the

foundation of lasting joy. We may be quite sure there is no
mistake about it. We may be quite sure that God's way is the
best. We may be quite sure that goodness will be all the sweeter
and salvation all the more precious, and glory to God all the
more fervent, for the prelude of suffering and weariness and
wai ting that goes before.

We know from experience that no one is ripe till he has known
trouble. He may be good, but he is unsympathetic. He may be
interesting, but he is not entirely disinterested. There is al
ways a degree of refined selfishness (and sometimes not very
refined) about those who have only known of pleasure. Trouble,
if there be the right stuff to work on, removes the dross of the
character, subdues and purifies and refines and ennobles, and
makes fit for the kingdom of God.

Therefore it is that the community of the glorified saints, as
a whole, are described in the Apocalypse as "those who have
come out of great tribulation.-R.R.

Ecc1esial News (Continu ed fmm page 74)

us. Occasionally, mishaps occur, such as a recent oversight by
the local newspaper to include our lecture advertisement, but
we were nonetheless prepared for and awaited whoever might
open the lecture hall doors to hear some portion of the Truth.
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In the past 18 months or so, since our last correspondence,
we have on several occasions enjoyed the uplifting visits and
sweet fellowship of bro. Dan and sis . Jennifer Clubb; sis. Cathy
Clubb ; bro. Chris Stuart; bro. Jason, sis. Sandra, and bro.
Isaac Clubb; bro. Pat Armstrong; and bro. Jim and sis . Donna
Crownover; with exhortations being delivered by bro. Dan,
bro. Pat, bro. Jim and bro. Chris.

On a sad note we must inform the brotherhood of the neces
sity of withdrawing fellowship from bro. John Goble. To take
such an action is difficult and heartbreaking, but willful and
repeated absence from the Lord's Table required it. We fol
lowed the prescribed steps of patient consideration, thought
ful accommodation, loving admonition, and, finally, notifica
tion of withdrawal. Our hearts and arms are always open to
bro. John if and when he repents of his decision to forsake the
assembling of ourselves together. With the Master at the door,
it is our prayer that he does not delay reconsidering his posi
tion. Our prayers are also with his sister/wife Cathy Goble,
who in spite of distance, employment schedule, and disappoint
ment, maintains her efforts to attend meetings and classes. We
are grateful for her presence and that of all brothers/sisters
who are able to visit and break bread with us.

Another year lies ahead, and none of us knows if he /she shall
see the end of it, but we hope and pray we may all stand before
the judgment seat of Christ before the next year arrives. May
Yahweh bless and keep you all as we await the soon return of
His Only Begotten Son, Christ Jesus. On behalf of the Houston
Berean Christadelphian Ecclesia and with love in the Master's
Saving Name, your brother in Christ, Tim Calk

The Psalms are the free outpourings of a mind filled with the
contemplation of God, and of all God's works and His purpose
with them.-G.v.G

One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Continuedfrom page J08)

which is by the entry of the east gate, and prophesy there against
the kings of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.
He charges them for having burned incense in it to other gods;
with having filled it with the blood of innocents, and having
burned their sons with fire as offerings unto Baal there. Be
cause of the se horrible crimes, he tells them that the place
should no more be called Tophet, nor gehenna, but the valley
of slaughter. And that they shall bury them in Tophet till there
be no place to bury. This was the judgment of gehenna executed
upon Jerusalem by th e Chaldeans, and nearly 700 year s after
wards by the Romans.
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It is true that the Gentiles are not threatened with the fire of
gehenna in the Testaments, Old and New. The armies of the
nations, however, are threatened with destruction in the val
ley of Jehoshaphat, which is continuous with the valley of ge
henna; and the nations themselves with hailstones, fire and
brimstone, and a burning tempest.
As to the wicked dead, those who are raised partake in the same
torment in the regions hither they are commanded to 'depart.'
In this way 'the wicked will be turned into sheol' (Psa. 9:17),
but not into geh enna; sheol being the word used in that place,
as well as in the other texts referred to.

* * *
THERE is a brief article by Dr. Thomas from the Herald of 1861, entitled, ':4
Cloke 'of Covefousness." It was a short answer to those who found fault
with him for accepting money-help in the Truth. He responded by first men
tioning the apostle Paul, who wrote-

"We speak," says he , "not as pleasing men, but God, who trieth
our hearts. For neither at any time used we flattering words,
as ye know, nor a cloke of covetousness; God is witness; nor of
men sought we glory; neither of you nor of others, when we
might have been burdensome as the apostles of Christ " . . .
We can also appeal to God's testimony, that from the day
circumstances forced us unwillingly into public speaking even
to the present, we have spoken the Truth as we came to know
it , upon the principles set forth in 1 Thess. 2:3-6, and always
intend so to do, stipulating and asking for nothing; but leaving
it to the spontaneous liberality of believers and their appreci
ation of our endeavours to determine what recompense, if any,
it would be their privilege to communicate. This method, our
friends well know, is the rule of our proceeding.

* * *
THE next part of "The Ways of Providence," bro. Roberts based his remarks
in regards 10 Jacob and Esau's lost birthrighl-

Esau's anger was naturally excited against Jacob on finding
that Jacob had been before him, and taken the blessing
intended for himself, "Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing
wherewith his father blessed him" and Esau showed his
character as a man of ungovernable natural impulse by vowing
to kill Jacob as soon as his father should be out of the way. This
led to a new chapter in Jacob 's history.
Rebecca heard of Esau's menacing words, and knowing her son
Jacob was really in danger, she proposed to Jacob that he should
take refuge for a while with his uncle in Padanaram, till Esau's
anger should subside. She had another object in this proposal.
Esau at forty years of age had married two Hittite women who
were "a grief of mind" to both Isaac and Rebecca (Gen. 26:36).
Why were they of grief of mind? Because, partaking of the
character of the surrounding population, they would be women
without discretion, having no inclination for wisdom-no inter
est in God, in His purpose or His will-no taste for anything
beyond the passing pleasures and enjoyments of the hour.
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Isaac, not difficult to persuade, adopted Rebecca's view, called
Jacob and said, "Arise, go to Padanaram, to the house of Bethuel,
thy mother's father, and take thee a wife from thence, of the
daughters of Laban, thy mother's brother. And God almighty
bless thee and make thee fruitful and multiply thee that thou
mayest be a multitude of people , and give thee the blessing of
Abraham to thee and to thy seed after thee, that thou mayest
inherit the land where thou art a stranger which God gave unto
Abraham . . . Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of
Canaan."
Thus was the anger of an evil brother, excited by one operation
of Providence, made use of another operation of Providence, to
divert the steps of Jacob into a channel favourable for the
purpose of God with him, and conducive to the development of
well-doing.

Bro. Roberts concluded this section of his article by exhorting-
The incidents of Jacob's life, like the rest of Scriptures, were
"wr it ten for our instruction." He was an "heir of the Kingdom,
well pleasing to God." Consequently we need have no fear in
accepting the constructions of Providence. We shall not err if,
like him, whil e trusting to God's guidance and co-operation,
we humbly and prayerfully resort to th e best arrangements our
wisdom can suggest, always taking care that none of our
arrangements are forbidden; for if we are disobedient in the
means we employ, we cannot expect his approbation and
blessing.
We find it necessary to devote yet another chapter to the case of
Jacob.

(Bro. Robert's writings on the "Ways of Providence" (now in book form) are
an excellent guide for all true believers of the Gospel message. It should be
read as it gives much Scriptural information of God's providence in relation
to His called out ones; even in times "that in themselves appear evil, " as bro.
Roberts stated).

* * *
BRO. Roberts' "Sunday Morning Exhortation at the Birmingham Christadel
phian Ecclesia, No. 105," was directed to the subject of the events leading
up to Christ's death-

It is doubtless the primary object of this weekly breaking of
bread to keep before our minds the Lord's death , as saith Paul,
"As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup ye do show the
Lord's death till he come."
But this is not to be don e profitably by confining our contem
plations to the fact of his death in an historic sense. What we
have to do is to remember not only the fact but the meaning of
the fact, and what God has accomplished by it for us.
To do so, we must take into account many things not seen in
Calvary, and not spoken of on that dreadful night when all his
disciples forsook him and fled. We must have in view what went
before.

* * *
THE second part of an article by bro. Roberts appeared on the subject
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"Christ is Coming; and How the Fact is Viewed by Various Sorts of People at
the Present Time." In this section he dealt with the teaching of some who
wrote and spoke contrary to Scripture.

* * *
BRO. Roberts in his "Notes" section commented on several items-

1) Heed them not. Wehave become indifferent to the evil speak
ing to which we are subject in certain quarters. It is not true;
therefore we can endure it. Asyou remark, the coming day will
manifest everything . ..
2) Will be ready in a few days, a Pamphlet entitled: Anglo
Israelism Refute; being a lecture by the Editor . . . in reply to a
Lecture delivered by Mr. Edward Hine . . . of the growingly
popular theory which claims for the British an identity with
The Lost Ten Tribes.

* * *
BIBLE Lectures (135 Years Ago)

"Paradise Lost and Regained"
"Purgatory"
"The Mission of Jesus"
"The Inheritance Promised to Israel: Is it Past, Present or

Future?"
"The Work of the Spirit and the Popular Errors Regarding it"
"Baptism: to Whom Shall it be Administered?"
"The Dead in Christ: Their Present and Future Condition"
"The Heir to David's Throne: Is it the Prince of Wales?
According to Mr. Hine's Theory, or Jesus Christ, David's
Son? According to the Scriptures"

"The King's Vision and the Prophet's Interpretation; or
What Shall be in the Latter Days (illustrated with diagrams)

"The Angels of the Bible"
"ADream-Jacob's Ladder-Its Signification"

February Answers-'What Did They Have In Common?
1. Sick-Trophimus, lIezekiah
2. Bags-s-Judas, David
3.lIair-Samson. Absalom
4. Lots~onathan, Matthias
5. Beds-Og, Palsied man
6. Botls-c-Iob.Hesekleh
7. Biers-Abner, Widow's son
8. Veils-Moses, Rebekah
9.Lam~acob,Mephibosheth

10. Cakes-Gideon. Elijah
11. Bears-David, Elisha
12. Twins-Tamar, Rebekah
13.Kisses~oab, Judas
14. Calves-Aaron, Jeroboam
15. Sheets-Samson, Peter
16.lIoney~onathan,Samson
17. Beards-David, Amasa
18. Arrows~onathan, Elisha
19. Knives-Abraham, Joshua
20. Ravens-Noah. Elijah
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21. Fetters-Samson, Legion
22. Baskets-Paul, Egyptian baker
23. Gourds-c-Jonah, Elisha
24.Prisons~oseph,Peter

25. Aprons-Adam, Paul
26. Hidden-Moses, Joash
27. lIungry-Esau, Peter
28.Censers-Nadab,Korah
29. Tribute--Ahasuerus, Caesar
30. Famine-c-Jeseph, Naomi
31. Blinded-Paul, Elymas
32. Widows-Anna, Naomi
33. Trances-Balaam, Peter
34. Crumbs-Lazarus, Syrophenician
35. Mantles-Samuel, Elijah
36. Javelins-Saul, Phinehas
37. Wisdom-Darda, Daniel
38. Lentiles-Esau, Ezekiel
39. Pitchers-Rebekah, Gideon
40. Patterns-Moses, David
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One Hundred & Thirty-Five YearsAgo
The Christadelphian, March, 1879

BRO. Roberts printed bro. Thomas' article on "Questions About Hell and
Their Answer." He started with prlnllng a question to bro. Thomas and then
bro. Thomas' response-

"The Question-Is it true that the wordgehenna was nowhere
used in the Old Testament; and, that the Gentiles were never
threatened with 'hell fire,' or a destruction in gehenna . . .?" 1
The Answer-Gehenna is the Hebrew name for a valley out-
side the wall of Jerusalem on the southeast. It is compounded
of two words geHinnom, the valley of Hinnom, and is first men-
tioned in the Scriptures in Josh. 15:8. It should never be ren-
dered by the word 'hell,' in the sectarian sense of the word ...
In the nineteenth chapter Jeremiah is commanded by the Lord
to go forth into Gai-Hinnom, the valley of the son of Hinnom,

(Cont inued 011 page 1(4)

Hezekiahstopped waters

I shaD come forth as gold
Whatprofitin my blood'!
Myclothingwas saellcJoth
He slew father's murderers
Temple building prospered

He went in to bumineensc
He said, The Lord require it
Madea(lllOinbnenttomomn
We were like themlhatdream

He rent his clothes
AD peoplestood up
Left buildingRamah
He plucked his beard
She required nothing
Jobolfered sacriflces
Hemoekcd Nehemiah
He slew all his brethren
Josiah went against him
Heretumedfrom~'pt

BIBLE PUZZLE-'What Did (Will, Should) Happen When?"
28. I consider heavens
29. His heart was merry
30. Darius' decree came
31. Hear sound of going
32. Thine enemy faIleth
33. He prepared heavens
34. Syrians came to help
35. Inquisition was made
36. Jehoram became king
37. Lord turned captivity
38. We remembered Zion
39. Amaziah became king
40. Manasseh was afflicted

1. I awake 15. Asa heard Oded
2. Tou heard 16. Jeroboam heard
3. King saw her 17. His sons feasted
4. Baasha heard 18. I go down to pit
5. He bowed not 19. Ezra heard of sin
6. Ezra read Law 20. He hath tried me
7. Her turn came 21. Josiah heard Law
8. Desire cometh 22. He goeth his way
9. Zechariah died 23. No man pursueth

10. They departed 24. Your fear cometh
11. 3 friends heard 25. Sennaeherfb came
12. They were sick 26. Uzziah was strong
13. Necho came up 27. Ezra opened book
14. SanbaIlat heard
Wewept He humbled self
I wasfhere Held out sceptre
Wicked Dee He tookcourage
I wilJmock Smite Philistfnes
Rejoicenot Thepeople_pt
He boasldh CaDed fOJ' Vashti
What is num? TheytoldHmnan
It is tJ'CC of life l shall besatisfied
He sent his son Bolhwerehanged
Egypt was glad Da\id slew 22,000
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