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Lead Me In The Way Everlasting 
A great mistake - perhaps ow' greatest mistake - is not to 

seek the guidance of God enough. We seek it generally, and for
mally, and ritually, but we do not seek it specifically enough nor 
frequently enough. We tend to reserve God 's direct guidance for 
"emergencies": we feel we can handle all ordinary affairs with 
our own unerring understanding and commonsense. Wewouldn't 
say so, but we act that way. We know nothing, and have no 
sense, common or otherwise. Seeking God's guidance must be a 
continuous, conscious, moment-to-moment operation, in all 
things, great and small. 

It must, as much as possible, by constant effort and remem
brance, become second nature. This is how those of old who 
succeeded, did succeed, and how those who failed, failed. Of 
ourselves, we are ignorant and foolish, and no amount ofworldly 
education or knowledge can change this basic fact, although it 
can mask and obscure it, and deceive us concerning it. Only in 
the sought-for guidance ofGod moment-to-moment is there any 
possibility of "directing the steps aright. "-G.Y.G. 

"THE BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN (ISSN 0199-4131) is published 
monthly for$15.00 U.S. per year by The Berean Christadelphian, 3540 
Pineridge, Houston, Texas, U.SA 77009. Periodicals postage paid 
at Houston, Texas, U.S.A. 77201. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to THE BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN, 3540 Pineridge, 
Houston, Texas, U.S.A. 77009." 
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Studies and Thoughts BY BROTHER JOHN THOMAS 

THE SIGN OFTHESON OFMAN INDICATIVE OF HIS 
APPEARING IN POWER ANDGREAT GLORY (Continued) 

The Sign-Messengers, or "angels," are the executors ofthe 
"Third Woe," which was to follow, tachu, hastily, or immedi
ately after the second. The last effect of the Second Woe pro
phetically indicated, was the "gi ving glory to the God ofheaven, " 
by the remnant of the terrified on May 7, and June 8, 1794 , 
when the National Convention of France, which had previ
ously abolished the papal superstition and decreed the wor
ship ofReason, acknowledged the existence of God , and a festi 
val was celebrated to his honour by the nation. 

This national renunciation of the Romish abomination and 
Atheism, was concurrent with war in the North and South of 
France; but the wrath of God having prostrated the Bourbon 
monarchy,August 10, 1792, and severely, though not sufficiently 
avenged, asyet, the blood of his witnesses upon the royal fam
ily, aristocracy and priesthood of the nation, the crisis very 
soon afterwards arrived for using the French and English upon 
a more ample theatre, as his messengers of wrath against the 
"earth," and "sea, " of "THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE," or 
dominion of the Beast and his Image. 

The smoke from the censer of a member of the Seven-An
gel Sign in the heaven began therefore to make its appearance. 
The vial of the first Sign-Angel upon "Earth" began to pour 
out September 20, 1792, when Belgium became the seat of war 
between France and Austria, the emperor of the latter being 
elected ten weeks later emperor of the German, or Holy Ro
man dominion. 

The second Sign-Angel power began its mission against the 
"Sea," March 9, 1793, with the first coalition against France, 
formed by England, which allied itself with Austria, Prussia, 
Holland, Spain, Portugal, the two Sicilies, the Roman States, 
Sardinia and Piedmont-i-continental dominions of "the Beast 
and his Image." 

The French and English powers, the Sign-Angels of the first 
and second vials, being thus brought into collision, their mu
tual enmities became the means by which the war-period was 
prolonged until its terriblejudgments had for the time accom
plished the wrath of God upon the powers of the anti-Gallic 
coalition. 
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A noisome and grievous sore fell upon the men having the 
mark of the Beast, and worshipping his Image; and the sea 
became as the blood of a corpse, and every living soul in the 
sea died; and the rivers and fountains of waters became blood; 
they were scorched with great heat; and they gnawed their 
tongues for pain. Such are the phrases employed to express 
the intenseness of the divine wrath signified by the Seven-An
gel Sign in the heaven, and which tormented the papists of 
Europe from 1792 to 1815 

But the reader must not suppose that the Seven-Angel Sign 
disappeared from the heaven with "the settlement of Europe" 
by the Treaty of Vienna. The history of the countries of the 
Beast and his image to the present time, sufficiently indicates 
that the sign has never vanished, but that its significancy hith
erto always obtains. The civil wars and discords of Spain, Por
tugal, and Naples, still evinced the droppings of divine wrath 
upon the worshippers of the Beast's Image, from the Vial of 
the Fifth angel of the sign. They continued for several years 
after the Sixth angel-power commenced its wrath upon the 
Euphratean Desolator of the Holy Land. 

The Sixth and Seventh Wrath-Messengers of this sign in 
the heaven, usher in the Son of Man in power and much glory ; 
and the contemporary resurrection and manifestation of his 
associate-brethren, the Saints, or "Kin gs of the East. " 

Who is so blind as not to see the Sign in its sixth phase in 
the heaven? What is indicated, or can be indicated, by the 
calamities that have so grievously affected the Ottoman world 
since 1820, and are still exhausting its vitality, but that the 
sixth Messenger is pouring out the wrath of God , predeter
mined since the days of Daniel , "upon the great river Euph
rates, " the power by which the desolation of Israel's land has 
been perpetuated to the full end of 1290 years? 

It is self-evident, and requires no argument to prove it. 
The calamities affecting Ottomania are an element ofthe Sign 
in the heaven indicating the approaching resurrection of the 
saints; for the testimony says, that the power is drying up
"That the way ofthe Kings from the Sun's risings may bepre
pared" (Rev. 16:12) 

This is figurative language. The "sun" is the symbol ofthe 
angel-power "standing in the Still" ofthe Gentile heavens, (Rev. 
19: 17 ), which at a remote period previously "clothed the 
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woman." That angel power is "the Sun ofRighteousness that 
ariseth with healing in his wings to them who fear His name." 
At his rising they shall go forth; and tread down the wicked; for 
they shall be ashes under the soles oftheir feet in the day that he 
shall work, saith the I shall be of armies; or, He who shall be 
Commander-in-Chiefofarmies", as indicated in this chapter 
by "a sharp sword going out ofhis mouth, that with it he might 
smite the nations. " 

The Saints are kings and priests for God proceeding from 
the rising of the Sun, the bright Day, or Morning Star, des
tined ofJehovah to illumine the world. The Ottoman power is 
drying up to make way for them; and is therefore the present 
sign in the heaven that their redemption draweth nigh. 

But their rising, or "going forth like dew from the womb of 
the morning, " cannot come to pass till the Sun of Righteous
ness himself appear in glory. In order, therefore, to give their 
brethren "who are alive and remain unto the coming of the 
Lord," a sign in the heaven specially indicative of his appear
ing, a very remarkable sign is revealed in connection with that 
prefiguring "the dying of the sick man." This sign in the heaven 
which pertains to the wrath of the Sixth Vial, is described 
as: "Three unclean effluences-pneumata ek-like frogs from the 
Dragon's mouth, the Beast's mouth, and the False Prophet's 
mouth" (Rev. 16:13). 

As the Seven-Angel Sign is in the heaven, this must also be 
there. It is not like "an earthquake," to be observed among 
the people; but in the heavens that rule over them. The Frogs, 
the Dragon, the Beast, the False Prophet, and their Mouths, 
all belong to the heavens, being represen tative of powers and 
governments, not of the multi tudes they rule. 

The Dragon symbolises the Constantinopolitan dominion, 
of which the Ottoman government is the "mouth;" the Beast, 
the Germano-Roman, of which the Austrian is the "mouth, 
and the False Prophet," the papal, of which the Roman is the 
"mouth. " 

From these governments were to issue "spiri ts," breathings, 
or utterances, called the "spirits ofdemons"-pneumata dai
monon; the utterances of Genii. The demons of the Apocalyp
tic air are an aerial order, having much to do with human 
affairs, and occupying a middle position in "the air" between 
the em perors and the peoples. 
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They are political interpreters, or ambassadors, from the 
gods of one nation to the authorities of another; and through 
them passes all political divination, or diplomacy; for the gods, 
or crowned heads, mingle not directly with the multitude, but 
through these media is ever carried on the intercourse be
tween the heavens of the political world. 

The reader will not understand me as speaking of demons 
or genii of the air we breathe, which, by the priestly varlets of 
the papacy are said to be scared out of their wits, if they have 
any, by the ringing of bells sprinkled with "holy water!" These 
belong to the theologies of Plato, Rome, Geneva, Bethany, etc.; 
not to the doctrine ofJesus and John . 

The demons or genii they refer to are the Diplomatists of 
Constantinople, Vienna, and Rome, such as Lords Stratford 
de Redcliffe and Westmoreland; de Bourqueney, Gortscha-koff, 
and Buol, The notes and protocols which issue forth from the 
mouths they affect are effluences, styled in the common ver
sion "unclean spirits of devils like frogs"-the expression of 
that "SECRET DIPLOMACY" so characteristic of their pro
ceedings. 

That the "Frogs" of the sign in the heaven are representa
tives of the French power, I need not undertake to prove in 
this place; for it must be an established truth in the minds of 
all who have paid atten tion to the evidence I have elsewhere 
adduced upon the subject". 

The demon effluences, then , are said to be "like Frogs," 
because, when the secret diplomacy becomes public in the Con
stantinople and Vienna "notes," and "poin ts ," and "trea ties," 
they are found to display the operation of the French power. 

Such, then , is the sign in the heaven concurrent with the 
drying up of the Euphrates-power, and the interpretation of 
its elements. Does history afford us any counterpart to it in 
the past or present of the world? The question seems to me 
superfluous. Surely that man must be hopelessly blind who 
cannot discern it as the sign of these times in the heaven . 

Try the literary exposition by the facts, and see how admi
rably they harmonise. There is the French power, in parlia
mentary documents acknowledged to be the originator of the 
present crisis in the east: and with which the entente cordiale 
is matter of much felicitation on the part of the English gov

' See Elpis Israel, page 375-385 
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ernment. This cordial understanding results from the policy 
of the French power being thoroughly anti-Russian ; and thus 
securing to commercial England a strong military ally against 
Russian aggression on India. 

Napoleon fears the ascendancy of the autocrat in Europe, 
and Britain his ascendancy in the East; so that, not their love 
for each other, but their mutual fears of a common foe, estab
lish a cordiality between the two powers, that causes England 
to forgo her an cient rivalry, and to follow in the wake, or, at 
least, to do nothing not previously approved by the policy of 
the Frog-power. 

Again : In the Sign in the heaven the Dragon is mentioned 
first, as the power out of whose mouth an unclean spirit was 
to go forth . Now, look at the fact. Before the present war was 
declared, Constantinople was the field of demonism. The de
mons, or diplomatists of France, Russia, Austria, and Britain, 
worked diligently in their calling there; so that for a time the 
eyes of all the world were turned to Constantinople to see 
what would come of it. 

At length the question started by the Frog-power about 
the "Holy Places in Jerusalem," and which brought the iras
cible Menschikoff to Constantinople to obtain a settlement of 
it in favour of the Autocrat, caused a voice to issue from the 
Dragon's Mouth declaring war against Russia; and so placing 
itself in a like position with France in relation to its anti-Rus
sian policy, and therefore making its unclean spirit, or policy, 
homoion batrachois similar to the frogs. 

But, in process of a short time, all eyes were turned from 
Constantinople to Vienna. The former city ceased to be of any 
diplomatic interest. Before this "Gr eat Eastern Question" be
gan to be agitated, 

I interpreted this sign in the heaven, and showed that the 
unclean effluences, or spirits, were to go forth from Constanti
nople, Vienna, and Rome, as the localities from which the 
"Mouths" were to express their warlike policy, and in the or
der of their position in the text. 

Now, the reader can see that in relation to Constantinople 
as the place of the Dragon's Mouth, and the Frog-like policy to 
proceed from it, my interpretation was correct; nor can he fail 
to remark, that events are still travelling in the course of my 
exposi tion. The sign in the heaven of the Son of Man's appear
Berean 2015 403 



ing, is in its SECOND PHASE. This is the working ofthe De
nwns under the influence ofFrog-policy upon the Beast-pourer; 
until its Mouth shall enunciate a policy resulting {rom the dis
turbing influences generated by the Frogs. 

The demon-working in the metropolis of the Beast has been 
hitherto secret, indefatigable, and complicated; but the result 
will be when the Austrian government comes to speak out 
plainly, a belligeren t declaration, extending the war which has 
been originated by the policy of France; for its effluence is to 
be similar in its tendency to the frogs. 

All eyes are now upon Vienna, seeking to penetrate the ten
dency of things. Will the demonism at work there bring peace 
and assurance to the powers of the heavens, confirming their 
dynastic privileges, and consequent enslavement of the peoples 
forevermore: or will it result in extending the war into Ger
many and the Rhine? 

This is the exciting question of the hour, which those who 
discern not the Sign of the Son of Man are unable to answer. 
The scriptural response is , that there will be no peace for the 
consolation of the wicked. The Frog effluences of the demons 
exhaling from the three Mouths, are signs of wrath, not of mercy 
and peace. 

The spirits, or effluences, are signs to the servants of God 
that the Lord is standing at the door, and knocking. The pleni
poten tiaries (daimones) of the dragon, beast, and false prophet, 
mouths, are unwittingly producing notable results or signs 
(poiounta semeia in the common version, working miracles) or 
working telegraph as it were, to signalise the faithful and wise
the instructed in the signs of God-of what is in the offing. 

Providence could have proceeded with the drying up of the 
Euphrates power to the end, as it has been doing for the past 
thirty-four years, and have brought the power to account un
der the walls of Jerusalem, without the present tedious and 
notable diplomatic campaigns in Constantinople and Vienna, 
and hereafter in Rome. It could have done so; but, in that case, 
there would have been no Sign in the heaven indicatingwhether 
the end were near, or still afar off. 

The Demons of the Powers are therefore making Signs for 
us to interpret by the Book of Signs, the Apocalypse, that we 
may know that the Son of Man ere long will arrive at Jerusa
lem in power and much glory; and not only that we may know, 
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but that we may be benefited by that knowledge, in preparing 
to meet him in peace. 

But before the sign in the heaven of the Son of Man's ap
pearing is complete, it must pass from its present into a third 
and last phasis. Vienna will become diplomatically as quies
cent as Constantinople. All eyes will then be turned to the 
demonism of the Court of Rome. So long as the breathings or 
expressed policy of the Beast's Mouth fall short of frog-like 
belligerency, there will be harmony and concert of action be
tween France and Austria; and Italy will be exempt from the 
horrors and ravages of war. 

This, however, is a condition of the Peninsular that cannot 
continue. If the powers of Italy were just and good, and the 
people righteous; they might expect, as Israel of old, protec
tion from evil; but it is not so. Italy is the home of powers at 
enmity with God and men; and their peoples, like the ancient 
Amorites, full of uncleanness and abomination. There can be 
no peace for such as these. 

Jezebel may say in her heart, "I sit a Queen, and am no 
widow, and sorrow I shall never see!"-but, when she least 
expects it, she will find herself involved in a diplomatic crisis 
which will not fail to exhale from her "mouth" a frog-like policy 
that will bring upon her the hatred of the kings, and desola
tion at their hands. France and Italy may then be in arms 
against Austria; and struggling, not for ascendancy, but for 
national exemption from Russian, or Russo-Austrian rule. 

(To be continued, God willing) 

The Day Of The Lord 
By BRO. ROBERT ROBERTS 

First Thes salonians Chapter Five 
Paul had been speaking on the subject of the coming of the 

Lord as the comfort of believers with regard to those who 
were dead. He here says it was unnecessary for him to write 
them on the subject of the times and seasons. For this he gives 
two reasons-"Yourselves know perfectly that the day of the 
Lord so cometh asa thiefin the night" (1 Thess. 5:2). 

How did they know? By Paul's teaching: for we find him, in 
the next epistle (2 Thess. 2:5) saying-"When I was with you, I 
told you these things." What did they know? That the day 
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would come unexpectedly "as a thief" Upon the believers? No . 
Upon those who should cry-"Peaceand safety " (1 Thess. 5:3), 
when destruction should be at the door. 

This is not the case with believers. They know that there is 
no "peace and safety" for the world until the Prince of Peace is 
enthroned on Zion's Hill-"In his days the righteous flourish, 
and abundance ofpeace so long as the moon endureth" (Psa. 
72:7) . "In his days Judah shall besaued and Israel shall dwell 
safely" (Jer. 23:6) . 

There is no peace to the world under its present constitution 
of wickedness. And especially at "the end" is there no peace to 
be looked for, but nations angry, and a time of trouble such as 
never was since there was a nation upon earth to that same 
time (Dan. 12:1). But all the time and at the last will be found 
such (and these very numerous) as cry, Peace and safety. The 
world has been sounding this cry during all its troublous and 
bloodstained history. After every war, there is to be everlast
ing peace; and every war is a "gu aran tee" of the general re
pose. 

Notably is this the case in our own day, when the world is 
armed to the teeth, as it never was before, and trembling in 
tne uncertain balance of peace or war. Notwithstanding the 
most unpromising si tuation of things, every po ten tate, states
man, diplomatist, politician, and newspaper writer talks com
placently of peace as a thing to be secured. "Peace" has been 
on their lips while war is in their hearts, and the heedless 
throng, anxious only about business, have caught up the strain. 

The saints are not of those who cry, Peace and safety, except 
to such as fear God and keep His commandments. For all the 
rest of mankind war is appointed, especially the war of the 
great day of God Almighty, which, at the coming of the Lord, 
is destined to sweep away all refuges of lies, and lay the foun
dation for a reign of righteousness and everlasting peace. 

The day of the Lord will not come upon the saints as a thief. 
As a snare it will come upon all men that dwell upon the whole 
earth (Luke 21:35), but upon the called, and chosen, and faith
ful, it will come as the welcome deliverance which a lifetime's 
expectation and preparation will have made them ready to 
receive with gladness. Seeing the appointed tokens among the 
nations, they lift up their heads, knowing that their redemp
tion draweth nigh. 
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But there was another reason why the day of the Lord could 
not come upon the Thessalonians as a thief, and as we are in 
their position, we do well to consider it. They were not in 
darkness, that that day should overtake them as a thief. They 
were all the children of light and of the day. Come soon or 
come late, it could not find them unprepared, but ready to 
rise in joy in response to the uprising of the Sun ofRighteous
ness. 

Paul did not mean to say that absolutely every individual of 
the Thessalonian ecclesia was in this position; for you find him 
mentioning some who were otherwise conditioned-"I hear," 
he says, "that there are some which walk among you disor
derly;" and he thought it necessary to direct the ecclesia to 
withdraw from all who did not submit to his word (2 Thess. 
3:6). 

An ecc1esia by po sition and profession belongs to the light of 
the day. That is the description of the high calling which has 
called it into existence; but it does not follow that all its mem
bers come up to the profession. It is possible that many of 
them may come short of the stature of the new man in Christ, 
and consequently fail in obtaining the promise. It is even pos
sible that in a whole ecclesia there may not be a single indi
vidual acceptable in the sight of God. 

We seem to discover such a case in the messages of Christ to 
the seven ecclesias that were in Asia. To all, with two excep
tions, he speaks of the bulk of their members in doubtful terms. 
Of one, he speaks as if it lacked a single individual of the true 
type; which affords matter for serious reflection for us who, 
living so long after the authoritative proclamation of the word, 
are in much more danger of being in that position. 

To Laodicea he say&-"I know thy works, that thou art nei
ther cold nor hot; I would thou wert cold or hot" (Rev. 3: 15). 

Some wonder why Jesus should wish anyone to be cold. We 
find the explanation in the fact that, as a matter of tempera
ture, cold or heat are acceptable in food, while a middle state 
is unpleasing. As cold water to thirst, or warm food to the 
hungry, so should the saints be to Christ. In some form or 
other, they should minister to his pleasure. He should find 
satisfaction in their love and obedience and zeal in one shape 
ifnot in another. We should afford him joy by our walk some
how. 
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Lukewarmness is sickening. This is the state of professors 
who yield him no pleasure. In this state, they are in danger of 
being spued out of his mouth. This was the disaster impend
ing over Laodicea. The reason is in these words-"Because 
thou sayeet.I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need 
ofnothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miser
able, and poor, and blind, and naked" (Rev. 3:17). 

This shows the possibility of a community thinking well of 
itself, but being wretched before the Lord. Jesus says that 
many on that day will say to him-"Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in thy name, and in thy name done many wonderful 
works" (Matt. 7:22)? But he will profess unto them-"] never 
knew you" (Matt. 7:23) . "Not every one," he adds, "that saith 
unto me Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom ofheaven; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven" 
(Matt. 7:21). 

Self-congratulation is a dangerous luxury on the part of ei
ther individuals or communities. Be thankful for privileges 
and attainments, but make no boast. Enjoy the goodness of 
God in meekness; flourish it not in the eyes of neighbours as a 
matter of superiority; for what have we that we have not re
ceived; and it may be that we have not received so much as we 
think. 

Let us take care that we deceive not ourselves. The boast of 
Christadelphian superiority to the sects is rank abomination 
in the sight of God, if we are reprobate to His command
ments. It is good to know the truth, and to stand in Christ 
Jesus; but let us beware of saying, "We are rich and increased 
in goods, and have need ofnothing," lest we are in the posi tion 
of the Laodiceans who , without being aware of it, "were 
wretched, and poor, and miserable, and blind, and naked." 

It may seem strange that anybody should be wretched and 
miserable without knowing it. But when we understand these 
terms to refer to one's actual relation to good and evil, and 
not to our feelings for the time being, the matter is clear. 

A man making merry on board a ship that is shortly to 
drown him in the depths of the sea, is more wretched than a 
man cast away on a desert island, from which he is about to 
be rescued, and to be conducted to great comfort and plenty. 
So in Christ, those people are truly wretched and miserable 
who, though on very good terms with themselves, are objects 
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of detestation in the eyes of the Lord; while those whom he 
regards with approval are truly blessed, though they may be 
in fear and bitterness, and have much acquaintance with grief 
and suffering. 

The former class have much need to listen when Christ coun
sels them-"to buy ofhim gold tried in the fire that they may 
be rich" (Rev. 3:18); that is, faith that stands the trial of griev
ous circumstances-a faith more precious than gold that 
perisheth though it be tried in the fire, showing itself in untir
ing obedience to the commandments amid all the seductions 
or discouragements of this mortal state-"White raiment, that 
thou mayest be clothed . . . anoint thine eyed with eyesalve, that 
thou mayest see" (Rev. 3:18); that is, the righteousness that 
comes from the forgiveness of our sins and fruitfulness in the 
Spirit-"Anoint thine eyes with eyesalve that thou mayest see;" 
that is, to correct the mental perceptions in such a way as to 
see all things in the light in which Christ regards them. 

Jesus invites the shortcomers to purchase these things of 
him. It is the same voice that we hear in Isaiah-the Spirit of 
Christ in the prophet

"Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money; comeye, buy, and eat;yea, come, buy wine 
and milk without money and without price. "Wherefore do ye 
spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for 
that which satisfieth not? Hearken diligently unto me, and eat 
ye that which is good, and letyour soul delight itselfin fatness. 
"lncline your ear, and come unto me; hear, andyour soul shall 
live" (Isa. 55:1-3). 

The same gracious words we hear from the mouth of Christ 
himself-eel will give to him that is athirst of the water of life 
freely" (Rev. 21:6). "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Matt. 11:28)."Him that 
cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out" (In. 6:37). "The 
Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, 
Come. And let him that is athrist come. And whosoever will, 
let him take of the water oflife freely" (Rev. 22: 17) . 

Let us strive to realize what these beautiful metaphors mean, 
as regards our acceptance of the invitation. In what way are 
we to buy of Christ the things he commends to the Laodiceans? 
We shall see this if we consider what they are. 

Gold tried in the fire, or a tried faith. How cometh this? 
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"Faith, " we are told-"cometh byhearing" (Rom . 10:17). 
By hearing what? By hearing the Spirit; as saith Jesus- "He 

that hath an ear, let him HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH 
to the ecclesias. " 

What that Spirit has said, in all the holy men by whom it has 
spoken, and, lastly, by the Lord himself, has been written. Con
sequently, in its literal application to us, the blessing is con
nected with READING

"Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written 
for our learning, that we through patience and com fort of the 
scriptures mighthave hope" (Rom. 15:4). 

Let us , then, in obedience to the invitation of the Spirit, 
read what has been written that we may acquire that faith 
which cometh by hearing, and which, in its exercise, is likened 
to gold tried in the fire . 

This reading to be effective must be constant. It must be all 
the days of our life (Deu t , 17:19 ; 4:10). We must give earnest 
heed to the things we have heard, lest at any time we let them 
slip (Heb. 2:1 ); giving all diligence to make our calling and 
election sure (2 Pet. 1:10). We must honour God by listening 
every day to His voice which speaks to us in His Word . Thus 
shall we obtain the mind of the Spirit. Thus shall faith grow 
strong within us, ready for the trial which shall not destroy it, 
but purify it as gold . Thus shall we pray effectively before Him 
that we may be assisted in time of need. 

This figurative exhortation to buy gold tried in the fire , re
solves itself into an exhortation to read the word; to watch 
daily at wisdom 's gates, waiting at the posts ofher doors, that 
finding her, we may find life and obtain favour of the Lord 
(P rov. 8:34) . 

The same line of thought will be traversed in the consider
ation of the other items. "White raiment," or a state of accep
tance before Him by righteousness, is only to be attained by 
allowing the Word of Christ so to operate continually on the 
inner man that we become like-minded with himself, and ob
tain the forgiveness of all our sins, and become energized to 
the performance of righteousness as by a second nature, even 
the new man renewed in knowledge after the image of Him 
that created him. Eye-salve is obtained in like manner, en
abling us to see all things in their true light, and to act the 
part of wise men accordingly. 
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These things are characteristic of all who are truly the chil
dren of light and of the day. These things belong to the day. 
The present time is night in relation to the world at large. The 
earth's population, in all its teeming millions, walks in dark
ness. The world lieth in wickedness. Folly reigns. Wisdom is 
scarcely to be found. The fear of God is nearly unknown. 

The mass, even in "civilization," are but brutish untutored 
barbarians, uninfluenced, by the higher laws of in telligent be
ing, and governed only by the animal instincts of eating, drink
ing, clothing, and herding together. We shall see how intense 
has been the night we are coming through, when we get into 
the full blaze of the glorious day. We shall realize it more pow
erfully than we do now with our comparatively blunted per
ceptions. 

We are not of the night if we are Christ's. We are of the day. 
We belong to the day of Christ : to the good time coming when 
righteousness shall cover the earth as the waters cover the 
sea. Wehave now to realize the principles of that glorious era 
in presen t and com plete submission to them-"Let us not sleep 
as do others," so Paul exhorts, "but let us watch and be sober" 
(1 Thess. 5:6 ). 

He does not mean literal sleep, for literally, we are to sleep 
as do others; for if we did not sleep , we should die , and the 
work of God be frustrated. We are not to sleep in the sense in 
which the world is asleep. We are not to share their state of 
unconsciousness with regard to the great realities of exist
ence, and spend our time in illusory dreams. 

The world is unconscious of God ; It is unconscious of His 
universal presence and power; it is unconscious of Christ, and 
of God 's purpose with him; it is unconscious of the great claim 
He has on every living soul; it is unconscious ofthe great plan 
He is working out, and of the principles which He desires His 
creatures to recognize. It is dreaming oflife, and comfort, and 
prosperity without God; the phantasm of a disordered brain. 

With this state of mind, the sain t has nothing in common; 
but ifhe be not on his guard, he may sink into it. How are we 
to preserve our consciousness of all the great things that per
tain to the "day ?'" 

How shall we avoid sleeping "as do others? " By giving heed 
to what the Spirit saith; and the Spirit speaketh in the Word. 
By this companionship with God we are kept in remembrance 
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of the great facts upon which the realities oflife are founded. 
We are preserved in remembrance of Him, having the fear of 
Him before our eyes all the day long. 

We are enabled to have continually in view those stars of our 
history-the death, burial, and resurrection of our compas
sionate Lord and Master, who now lives a Priest for those who 
hold fast the confidence and rejoicing of the hope steadfast to 
the end. We are kept in a state of continual acquaintance with 
the things God would have us do and think, and with which 
He is well pleased. We are kept in constant recollection of the 
great purpose for which the Son of God has appeared, and 
that the heavens must hold him only till the times ofrestitu
tion of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all 
His holy prophets since the world began. 

If we forget these things, we "sleep as do others, " and drift 
along the stream of death, concerned only, like the Gentles 
around us, with the questions-"What shall we eat? what 
shall we drink? And wherewith shall we be clothed? " (Ma tt. 
6:31) This is to be prevented by the continued reception of the 
Spirit that will keep us awake. We cannot keep awake in our 
day in any other way. 

We are not reminded of these things by the aspects of Na
ture presented to us as we walk abroad. The blue sky, the 
shining sun, the gentle breeze, the murmuring waves , the wav
ing cornfields, the singing birds, or the thronging streets of a 
great city, are powerless to enlighten us on the great things of 
the Spiri t . These things are based on history and promises, 
and Nature is as silent on these as on the exploits ofBismarck. 
We can learn them only where God has chosen to deposit the 
instructions. We can learn them in His Word, and in His Word 
only. 

Business is a con tinual weariness of buying and selling and 
getting gain, useful in its way, but a deadly fever ifit monopo
lize the mind. Jesus gives us a correct estimate of it in telling 
us there are those who, when they hear the Word-"And the 
care ofthis world . . . the lusts ofother things entering in, choke 
the word, and it becometh unfruitful" (Mark 4:17). 

The wisdom of daily reading becomes more and more appar
ent. This lesson cannot be too strongly enforced, or too dis
tinctly apprehended among those who have fled to lay hold of 
the refuge set before them in the Gospel. Their life depends 
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upon it. They are in danger of being blinded to it. Away from 
it, we are open to a hundred plausible exceptions which lay 
hold with a death-grip all the more fatal because soft and 
sweet. 

Spiritual decay potently prevails where the reading of the 
Word is neglected. A lamentable mistake is made by those 
who conclude they have no time to read. What should we say 
of persons concluding they had no time to take their food? No 
more insane would this be than the other hallucination in its 
ultimate effect. 

Man lives not by bread alone. He may live an animal life by 
bread alone; but animal life is a briefaffair. There comes a life 
afterwards that springs from the Word now stored into the 
heart; and deceived is the individual who excludes the Word of 
God from his daily consumption on the plea that he has "no 
time." What is he so busy about? 

What should we say of a man in the cabin of a sinking ship, 
who should neglect preparations for the lifeboat on the plea 
that affairs in the cabin left him no time? This is a dying life
dying, dying, dying; and slaves of death are those who allow 
its transient concerns so to fill their heads and hearts as to 
shut out the "one thing needful." 

A wise man will not be found perishing so. He will not be 
cheated on any pretext, out of that bread which shall be unto 
him "life everlasting". Ifhe is ever so poor, or ever so close
worked, he will find twenty minutes a day, at least, to sit at 
the shrine of God, and be taught by the voice that speaks to 
him as from over the mercy-seat of the ancient tabernacle of 
the testimony. And if rich, he will smite the golden beast with 
the rod of his authori ty, and order it to be in the corner for a 
time every day, while he listens to the Maker and Possessor of 
heaven and earth. 

The man-poor or rich-who acts not thus, is a fool ; for 
what does the struggle of life amount to, apart from the at
tainment of that good which shall not be taken away? To a 
complete vanity. The poorman sweats out his three-score and 
ten, and lies down to be no more remembered. The rich man, 
by much contrivance, draws the coin from his neighbour's 
pockets, and, having scraped much to his corner, comes to his 
weary end, closes his eyes in disappointment, and dies like the 
fool with his barns, with a fearful awakening in store, when 
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God, whom he has cheated, will mete out his portion of judg
ment and fiery indignation which shall devour the adversary. 

Let us, in these days, be wise; and we shall at last see the 
glorious harvest in joy unspeakable, in the ranks of the blessed 
company who shall sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
in the kingdom of God.-Seasons of Comfort 

Grace, Mercy, And Peace From God 
ByBRO. G.V.GROWeOTT 

(Continu ed) 

"1 besought thee to abide at Ephesus, that thou mightest 
charge some that they teach no other doctrine" (1 Tim. 1:3). 
This is Timothy's first and principal duty at Ephesus-the 

preservation in the ecclesia of true doctrine. Paul was always 
deeply and actively concerned with the preservation of the 
Truth and suppression of error in the Body. He fully realized 
this was the foundation upon which all else must be built. 

"Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which 
minister questions rather than godly edifying" (v, 4). 
This is a very important distinction that must be borne in 

mind in all our studies, for it means the difference between 
success an d failure . 

It is not enough just to study the Word of God: we must 
study it with a purpose-and we must study it with the right 
purpose: to learn God 's ways and will , so we may draw closer 
to His requirements and manifest the beauty ofholiness in our 
lives. 

There are many side-issues and dead-ends and unanswerable 
problems that we can ardently pursue thatjust "minister ques
tions" rather than "godly edifying. " 

We must consciously concentrate on getting the practical 
lesson and instruction for ourselves-the guidance that will 
change US more and more from fleshly to spiritual. 

Some study the Bible all their lives and become very profi
cient in it, but it never changes their character or way of life . 
The true purpose of the Word , says Paul in the second epistle, 
is for

"Reproof, correction, and instruction in righteousness: that 
the man ofGod may beperfect, thoroughly furnish ed unto 
all good work s. " 
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He says the same here (v, 5)
"The end-the purpose, the WHOLE REASON-for the 
commandment is love, a pure heart, a good conscience, and 
a genuine faith ." 
All God 's Word is to develop us-personally and individu

ally-in these characteristics. To get side-tracked, or as he 
says in verse 6, to "swerve" from this is "vain janglin g"- n oise 
and effort without purpose. 

* * * 
"Desiring to be teachers ofthe Law" (v, 7). 
The Law of Moses is meant. Reverting to the forms and 

bondage of the Law seems to be the principal problem that 
troubled the ecclesias from the beginning, and we see the de
velopment of this deadly tendency in its fulness in all the eccle
siastical rituals and structure of the Catholic church. 

We, too, must ever be on guard against ritualism and tech
nicality to the detriment of the true spirit of love and personal 
holiness. 

Paul says (v, 9) , that the Law was not for the righteous, but 
for the lawless and disobedient. As he told the Galatians who 
were being similarly led astray, the Law of Moses is not the 
way of life. 

The Abrahamic Covenant is the way of life . The Law was 
added "because of transgression" (that is, the Law was "for 
the unrighteous"), until the Seed ofAbraham should come to 
whom the Abrahamic Covenant was made. 

This leads Paul (vs. 11-17), to a consideration of his own 
deliverance from the same erroneous devotion to the Mosaic 
Law which had caused him to reject and oppose Christ and to 
persecute Christ's followers. 

But in God's mercy, because he was sincere, he was shown 
the right way, and was given mercy and forgiveness as an ex
ample of Christ's goodness and kindness. 

He concludes chapter1 by emphasizing Timothy's responsi
bility to fight a good fight and to defend the true Faith and to 
separate from the ecclesia any teaching otherwise. 

* * * 
Beginning chapter 2

"I exhort that, first of all ."-note this especially
"FIRST OF ALL, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving ofthanks for ALLMEN" 
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Is that our attitude toward the world?-true concern for 
them, and CONSTANT prayer? There is a danger that we tend 
to be too self-centered and narrow in our interests and affec
tions, ignorant of, and ignoring, other people's needs and sor
rows, wrapped up in our "specially-chosen" selves and writing 
off the world as hopeless. 

If God is concerned with the sparrows that fall , and the 
young ravens that cry, certainly He is concerned with the people, 
as Paul says here (v, 4)

"God will have all men to be saved and come to a knowledge 
ofth e Truth." 
This must be OUR concern, too, ifwe are His true children, 

and not hypocrites. It is so easy to self-righteously attend our 
own comfortable little meetings, and then spend the rest of 
our time on our own selfish, temporal interests and welfare. 

We must get out ofourselves and keep before our minds the 
broad world picture: God is concerned with the world, and is 
working with the world. 

The tru e children ofGod have no time for any personal non
essen tials. Their hearts and minds and liv es are FILLED with 
serving God and helping their fellowmen. 

Paul doe s not just say "prayers" for all men, and pass on, 
but he stops to emphasize and elaborate-

"Supplications, prayers, intercessions, andgi ving ofthanks. " 
There is no sharp distinction of meaning between the first 

three, but clearly Paul is strongly stressing the range, and depth, 
and importance of the command. It is not just a cursory and 
passing mention in our own otherwise self-centered prayers as 
a select little group. 

Our prayers for all men must be real , and earnest, and sus
tained, and run the whole range of "supplica tion" and "in ter 
cession" and "givin g of thanks. " 

And why "givin g of thanks" for all men? What does that 
mean? What is there to be thankful about in relation to "all 
men?" 

It means we must, like the prophets of old , and above all, 
like Jesus himself, identify ourselves with the sorrows and bur
dens and problems of mankind, praying for them and thank
ing God on their behalf for the unappreciated blessings He 
pours on all alike, in the hope that for our sakes mercy and 
blessing may be extended more widely. 
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This matter of prayer is something very real and very im
portant. Prayer is perhaps the strongest and most marvelous 
of all God's provisions. It is a way whereby a man can extend 
his influence for good far beyond his natural powers-without 
limit-into eternal things. 

We are constantly told in the Scriptures of the power and 
importance of prayer. We have just experienced a very serious 
riot in Detroit, the worst the nation has known, with untold 
suffering and untold loss and destruction. 

Would a deeper realization ofour responsibilities, and a fuller 
fulfilment ofour duties in this respect, have avoided or lessened 
this? 

God has given us a tremendous instrument for good-for 
the good of man. Are we using it to the fullest-or are we too 
wrapped up in our own selfish unimportances? 

Truly there is much to be learned from the Scripture, ifwe 
are to be accepted ofGod. 

Of course, our primary and overwhelming concern for man
kind is their eternal salvation; but present, temporal help and 
good is still an important aspect of the work of the Truth. 

And prayer. Always prayer. The heart-felt, heart-rent sup
plication for the pitiful , purposeless miseries of God-ignorant 
mankind, vainly seeking a self-made peace and a non-existent, 
impossible happiness, tragically destroying themselves with 
their own blind "wisdom. " 

Chapter 2:9-15 concerns the position of sisters. Two points 
are strongly emphasized. First, modesty and reserve in dress 
and deportment, with inner rather than surface ornamenta
tion. Secondly, silence in the ecclesia. 

Men and women are very different in many ways. The mod
ern world, in its godless stupidity, ignores this divinely-attested 
fact .Each sex has its own special weakness and its own strengths. 
Each has its own special place and function in the Body of 
Christ. 

To the extent a sister oversteps either of these divine in
structions, to that extent she cheapens herself and lessens her 
true spiritual usefulness in the Body. 

It is always wisdom to make sure we are well over on the 
safe side of any command-to try to realize and conform to its 
spiritual purpose and value. 

These are not merely arbitrary and restrictive commands. 
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Rather they are to make sisters more fitted and more suited 
to the fulfillment of their own very real and very necessary 
part in the welfare and activity of the Body. 

Sisters are freed from many things that burden brethren, that 
they may be better suited to accomplish other things as impor
tant, or more important, in God's sight. 

* * * 
Chapter 3:1-17: The qualifications of bishops, or elders (ar

ranging brethren), and deacons (servingbrethren). These quali
fications' of course, are required in all brethren, but the pres
ence of the required qualifications must especially be assured 
in all chosen to serve the ecclesia. 

Verse 2: First of all, a bishop must be blameless-that is, 
above reproach. Truly Solomon says, a little folly in him that 
is in reputation is like the stink of dead flies in good ointment. 

A serving brother must avoid anything that could reflect 
on the Truth, or discourage his brethren, or cause the weak to 
stumble, or the evil to rejoice. All work in the Truth is to be 
aspired to in the true spirit of serving God most fully and 
acceptably, but such work and positions have great added re
sponsibili ties. 

The qualifications given, as best their true meaning can be 
determined, are these-

Vigilant: wide awake, watehful-discerning and aware-
concerned for needs and dangers. 

Sober: grave, self-restrained and self-controlled: not excit
able or impulsive or flippant or silly. 

Orderly: decent and correct, well-mannered, courteous, con
siderate of others. 

Hospitable: literally, a "lover of strangers:" one who is happy 
and eager to care for others. 

Able and ready at all times to teach: enthusiastic in the Word. 
Not quarrelsome or argumentative, but conciliatory and un

derstanding. 
Not concerned with material things: heedless of self. 
Patient, meek, and gentle. 
Having a good reputation among outsiders-that is, having 

established a consistent public record of reliability and pure 
living. 

Ruling his own house wisely and well.
 
These are God's DIRECT COMMANDS, and it is vitally
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important that we weigh them fully when selecting serving breth
ren, or desiring to be serving brethren. 

* * * 
Chapter 4 is related throughout and deals with the con

trast between self-imposed rules of physical self-denial and 
obsession with physical exercise, and true spiritual exercise 
and development of the whole man unto godliness through 
study of and obedience to the Scriptures. 

It is easy to get these things out of proportion-to be ob
sessed with physical well-being to the neglect of the infinitely 
more vital spiritual growth and development and well-being. 

Physical health, no matter how well attended to, is only 
good for a few short mortal years. Soon the grave claims the 
best-kept mortal bodies. But spiritual health, diligently pur
sued, is doubly profitable-it is good for eternity, and it will 
also teach us wisdom and gain us divine care for the present 
existence. 

"Commanding to abstain from meats" (v. 3). 
There are all sorts of arbitrary self-denials which gender 

pride and self-satisfaction, and are directly contrary to the 
true spirit of praise and thankfulness that recognizes God's 
loving hand in His provisions for man. 

As usual, we see again in the Great Apostasy-the Catholic 
Church-the full development of these various human theo
ries against which Paul struggled

"Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from 
meats which God hath created to be received with thanks
giving. " (To be continued God willing) 

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy 
AT THE TIME OF THE END: THE POLARIZING INFLU
ENCE OF TURKEY 
'~d at the time of the end shall the king of the south 

PUSH AT him: and the king of the north shall COME 
AGAINST him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with 
horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter into 
the countries, and shall overflow and pass over. He shall 
enter also into the glorious land" (Dan. 11:40-41). 

The King of the South, and King of the North, are traced 
back to two of the four notable horns of Dan. 8:8-"There
fore the [Greek] he-goat waxed very great: and when he 
Berean 2015 41 9 



was strong, the great horn was broken; and for it came up 
four notable ones toward the four winds of heaven." Of the 
four horn-powers that emerged after the death of the 'great 
horn'-Alexander the Great-two horns were directly north 
and south of Israel: the north one involving the land of 
Syria and a goodly portion of modern-day Turkey-the 
Seleucid kingdom; and the southern Ptolemaic kingdom 
involving Egypt. 

Territorially, the two great collective Powers-Tarsh
ish and Russian-involved in the events leading to Arma
geddon will take similar positions to these horn-powers. 
This is why Dr. Thomas used the events of Mehemet Ali as 
ruler of Egypt (south) 'pushing at' the Sultan of Constan
tinople (Elpis Israel, p. 417), as illustrative of what will 
happen hefore the Power inhabiting the north comes down 
like a whirlwind. 

The inference of Dan. 11:40 is that there are three terri
torial powers involved. The king of the south (A) pushes 
at him (B), the power ensconced in old Roman Byzantium 
(which at this phase of history is Turkish, though Con
stantinople is considered to be of Roman aspect per Dan. 
11:36-39. Rome had been there for 1,600 years before the 
Turks). This will prompt the king of the north (C) to come 
down as a whirlwind against him (B), to plant the Rus
sian-Greek Orthodox cross on the dome of St. Sophia in 
Constantinople. 

It is interesting that while Egypt is presently more or 
less independent, yet between the events in Libya and the 
recent bombing of a Russian flight, it is decidedly leaning 
toward the West and the political sphere of Tarshish and 
its young lions-

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi called for NATO 
powers to help rebuild Libya, beset by violence since an upris
ing backed by the Western military alliance toppled leader 
Muammar Qaddafii. 

Sisi was quoted in British newspaper the Daily Telegraph 
ahead of a visit to London in which he is to discuss security co
operation with Prime Minister David Cameron-Ai Arabiya, 
11/15 

Turkey, on the other hand, is presently a member of 
NATO. But its recent action of destroying a Russian jet 
has emphasized its reclusive status-

Will NATO Expel Turkey Over Recent Aggressiveness? Tur
key has come under the scanner recently after it shot down a 
Russian jet close to the Syrian border. In the days since, there 
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has been extensive investigation into Turkeys' alleged ties with 
ISIS and Russia claims it has unearthed substantial evidence 
to prove that Turkey is playing a dangerous game and perhaps 
even playing all sides. If Russia 's allegations hold true, Turkey's 
position in the modern world order will be severely challenged. 

-ValueWalk,12/15 
Turkey is now a huge liability for NATO-and America . 

When Turkey entered the NATO defense alliance in 1952, it 
was a major coup for Europe and for America. But it 's now 
2015. The Middle East is an absolute mess. And 63 years after 
joining the alliance, Turkey has turned into one of NATO's and 
America 's biggest liabilities in the region. Indeed, there seems 
to be no hope ofre-balancing this alliance to make it a positive 
one for the West . 

Turkey and Russia see each other not just as once-great 
powers that are often at odds, but as religious-political rivals 
dating back to the years of Islamic expansion against Christen
dom. Leaders of both countries use their religious history, per
haps cynically, to justify to their respective publics their for
eign policy in the Middle East. NATO was an alliance of the 
Free World versus Communism. But now, the more resonant 
axis of conflict between Russia and Turkey is the Ottoman 
Empire versus Orthodoxy.-TheWeek, 12/15 

What we are now witnessing is the realignment of Egypt 
and Turkey into the positions assigned to them in Daniel 
11:40. Turkey has offended both the Southern (Western) 
power typified by NATO, and the Northern (Russian) power. 
It is caught in the middle. Eventually, however, as things 
progress, Russia will move down into Constantinople and 
Turkey, there to take on the full aspect of the northern 
horn power-

Russian President Vladimir Putin said the downing of a 
Russian Su-24 by Turkish F-16s was "a stab in the back deliv
ered by accomplices of the terrorists ." In another oblique ref
erence to Turkey, Putin said the Islamic State is "protected by 
the military of an entire nation." 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Putin have 
been well aware that competition between their countries has 
been growing on multiple fronts. And until Tuesday, both took 
great care to avoid having that competition devolve into out
right confrontation. A number of factors will drive Moscow 
and Ankara to try to temper the latest bout of hostilities, but 
neither leader will be able to avoid the uncomfortable reality 
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that geopolitical forces are once again pulling these old rivals 
further apart. 

Turkey and Russia cannot help but step on each other's 
toes. Turkey is the gatekeeper to the Mediterranean from the 
Black Sea through its control of the Dardanelles and the 
Bosporus. That means if Russia wants to send container ships, 
oil cargoes and warships westward, they pass through Turkey. 
If NATO wants to threaten the Russian underbelly from the 
Black Sea, Turkey has to give the green light. [Note again 
how Turkey is caught in between the two rival powers]. 

This is a point not lost on Putin's Russia. 
As two Eurasian powers with long imperial pasts, Russia 

and Turkey have overlapping spheres of influence in parts of 
the Balkans, the Caucasus, Central Asia and the Middle East. 
This dynamic brought both empires to war multiple times over 
nearly five centuries. Not surprisingly, Turkey was profoundly 
uncomfortable when Russia invaded Georgia in 2008 and 
Crimea in 2014 to reinforce its position in the former Soviet 
space. 

In the Middle East, Russia 's military intervention in Syria 
on the side of the Alawite government squarely challenges 
Turkey's ambitions to bring Sunni power back to Syria through 
the toppling of President Bashar al Assad. Turkey's downing 
of the Russian fighter jet shows that Ankara is now willing to 
act on its frustration with Russia and bear the consequences. 

The battlefield will remain intense. Turkey is serious about 
moving ahead with a plan to create a safe zone in northern 
Syria along the Turkish border to root out the Islamic State. 
Russia is unlikely to back down from its operations in Syria 
targeting both Islamic State and rebel forces. In fact , Russia 
will be reinforcing its bombers with accompanying fighter jets 
to deter another shoot-down. The potential for further skir
mishes on the Syrian battlefield cannot be ruled out. 

-Stratfor, 11/15 
RELIGION TO PLAY A PART IN ARMAGEDDON 

It is quite evident that there is a strong enmity develop
ing between the Russian and Turkish leaders. No small 
part of this is based on religion: Islam against Greek Or
thodoxy. We look forward to seeing how these influences 
develop conditions where Russia will eventually come to 
consider Turkey as requiring subjugation, where the trig
ger will be because of the interference of the King of the 
South, as the purpose of God requires
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"The Czar vs. the Sultan": Before Crimea was Russian, or 
Ukrainian, or even Soviet, it was Turkish. Well, Ottoman. And 
Russia had already annexed Crimea once before 2014, long 
before--in 1783. This was after a six-year war with the Turks, 
in which the Russians essentially wiped out the Ottoman navy. 
The conflict ended with the Treaty of Kainardrji, signed in 
1774, which has come to be seen by historians as the first 
partition of the Ottoman Empire, the beginning of its long, 
slow decline. 

In losing Crimea to Russia, the Ottoman Empire, for the 
first time ever, lost Muslim subjects to a Christian power. (The 
Crimean Tatars, who have been especially opposed to Moscow's 
newest takeover of the peninsula, are the vestigial limb left 
behind by the Ottomans, bucking again at its new Russian 
owner-which has, in turn, cracked down on them.) That war 
and the treaty that ended it, Bernard Lewis wrote some 200 
years later, was "the turning point in the relations between 
Europe and the Middle East." 

Nor would it be the last time the Russians and the Turks 
butted heads. Over the next two centuries, they would clash 
again and again as the Russian Empire pushed deeper and 
deeper into the Ottoman heartland: the Balkans, the Caucasus, 
the Black Sea, and the Dardanelles. 

Which is all to say that what happened, when the Turks 
and Russians clashed over who was where when in the skies 
over a small sliver of land is nothing new in the relations of 
these two erstwhile empires. 

[Moreover] some Russians have described [the] shoot-down 
in larger historical terms: it is the first time that there has been 
a real , military conflict between Russia and NATO, wrote the 
liberal Slon.ru [website]' 

Moscow finds Western critiques about its role in Syria so 
deeply frustrating, insulting even. To Russia, such complaints 
are as old as time, centuries-old efforts to block Russian impe
rial ambitions at every possible turn for no apparent reason
even to the point oflining up with the Muslim Ottomans against 
Christian Rus in the mid-19th century. And, much to Russia's 
chagrin, this constant Western interference greatly slowed Rus
sian imperial expansion . 

It is about two men, Vladimir Putin and Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, who, without much irony, see themselves as heirs to 
the two mantles of these two long-gone empires. They, in turn, 
have revived those empires in the minds of their subjects, con
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stantly dangling before their eyes the holograms of greatness 
past. It is no surprise, then, that, as the number of actors and 
the potential for conflict has grown in Syria, that the first flash 
of it would happen between [these] two men. 

-Foreign Policy, 11/15 
THE POWDER KEG-WWIII 

This term 'flash' is quite appropriate-it is indicative of 
the dangers of a sudden spark in the midst of explosives. 
Indeed, some have wondered whether the downing of the 
Russia jet has just set the stage for an eventual World War. 

Certainly there has been much fear about this prospect 
in relation to the increasing number of terrorist attacks 
across the globe. And who should be loudest about this but 
the head of the Roman papal power-

A "piecemeal" World War III may have already begun with 
the current spate of crimes, massacres and destruction, Pope 
Francis has warned. 

Only last month, Pope Francis said the international com
munity would be justified in using force to stop what he call ed 
"unjust aggression " by Islamic State militants, who have killed 
or displaced thousands of people in Iraq and Syria, including 
many Christians. 

"Even today, after the second failure of another world war, 
perhaps one can speak of a third war, one fought piecemeal, 
with crimes, massacres, destruction," he said.-BBC. 9/15 

Just after the Paris massacres, Pope Francis said the terror
ist attacks were part of a piecemeal World War III. But it is the 
war in Syria itself that is morphing into this century's world 
war. 

The Syrian conflict, which turned deadly in 2011 when Presi
dent Bashar al-Assad responded to calls for democracy by mas
sacring protesters, has become a global vortex of violence, a 
black hole that swallows other conflicts. Day after day the num
ber of disputes and rivalries fueling the fighting on that part of 
the Levant grows, bringing new firepower and more recruits. 

It started with pro-democracy activists against Assad's forces; 
it drew a competing collection of armed opposition groups. It 
pitted moderates against extremi sts, and then extremists against 
ul tra-extremists. 

It rages with the sectarian fury of Shiites against Sunnis, 
Arabs against Iranians. Lebanon's Hezbollah, backed by Iran, 
fights against militias backed by GulfArabs. AI Qaeda's al Nusra 
Front competes with ISIS, the Kurds fight against ISIS and 
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against the Syrian military and Turkey fights against the 
Kurds, while feebly taking on ISIS and viscerally pushing for 
Assad's ouster. 

And there's much more, with greater geopolitical conse
quences. There's Russia, the U.S. and the "anti-ISIS coalition," 
and soon a France-assembled bloc to fight ISIS. 

There is both more and less than meets the eye. While Rus
sia and Turkey have boasted of fighting ISIS, the "civilized" 
world's anointed enemy, the fact is that each has other objec
tives in mind, which is why [the recent] shootdown won't be 
dismissed as an accident in a crowded theater of war. 

Then there is an even larger geopolitical contest at play. 
Russia is working to erode America's standing in the Middle 
East, advancing Putin's agenda of challenging and defying 
Washington. 

While U.S. President Barack Obama was trying to reassure 
America that its very measured efforts to contain and degrade 
ISIS were paying off, Putin sent a massive military force to 
Syria and recast the conflict. Assad may have been about to 
fall, but Putin, now working on the same side as Iran and 
Hezbollah, made sure that won't be happening any time soon. 
And now that ISIS has launched attacks in Western Europe, 
Assad's hold on power looks more likely to survive. 

Confused? This is only scratching the surface. Everyone in 
this fight has enemies and friends on opposing sides. 

This is what a world war looks like: strange bedfellows, 
conflicting agendas, alliances of convenience.-CNN, 11115 

Need we say it? We shall anyway. '~nd there shall be 
signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and 
upon the earth distress of nations, with PERPLEXITY; the 
sea and the waves roaring; Men's hearts failing them for 
fear, and for looking after those things which are coming 
on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken" 
(Luke 21:25-26). 
MULTITUDES, MULTITUDES IN THE VALLEY OF 
DECISION 

Moreover there is this quotations also-"For, behold, 
in those days, and in that time, when I shall bring again 
the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem, I will also gather 
all nations" (Joel 3:1-2). 

The Syrian World War already involves scores of countries. 
Last year, the U.S. assembled a wide-ranging coali tion of more 
than 60 nations. From South Korea to Australia, governments 
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have participated in varying degrees in the campaign to defeat 
ISIS. 

ISIS, meanwhile, has spread its area of operations. It has 
also added franchises and its followers have attacked targets 
around the world. 

The Syria-based organization not only controls territory in 
Syria and Iraq; its followers hold sway in Libya, Egypt's Sinai 
Peninsula, Nigeria and other parts of Africa. And the list of 
groups pledging allegiance to the self-styled caliphate spans 
tens of thousands of miles, reaching as far as Afghanistan, In
donesia, Pakistan, Algeria and the Philippines. 

Many people of many nationalities have died in Syria and 
Iraq. But ISIS' own terrorist propaganda has broadcast the 
murder of Americans, Britons, Egyptians, J apanese, Koreans, 
Chinese and civilians of other nationalities. 

Terrorist attacks from individuals linked to the Syrian fight
ers have not only killed people in Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and 
Turkey, but also in Canada, France, Australia, Nigeria, Den
mark and elsewhere. And let's not forget Egypt, where intelli
gence exper ts and Russian authorities believe a Russian pas
senger plane was deliberately downed just a few weeks ago. 

Does it sound like a world war? 
The term "world war" obviously conjures the two great 

conflicts of the 20th century. A striking parallel this time is 
the reluctance of the United States to get involved-the public 
wish to stay out, to say, "This is not our fight."-CNN, 11/15 

What is missing yet from the scene is a modern-day 'push
ing at' the Sultan of Turkey by the king of the south. Pos
sibly NATO will decide that it wants free access to the 
Black Sea to constrain Russia (a NATO 'pushing at' the 
power in Constantinople), which will in turn trigger a 'com
ing against' Constantinople by Russia that will place Rus
sia securely in position as king of the North against Is
rael-

Amid Russia war talk, NATO sends warships to Black Sea 
near Turkey, Ukraine. The North Atlantic Treaty Organiza
tion has stationed four warships in the Black Sea, the Russian 
news agency Sputnik reported. The Black Sea sits between 
several countries with strained relations oflate, including Rus
sia, Turkey and Ukraine. 

The U.S. would send a guided missile destroyer, the USS 
Ross, "to promote peace and stability in the region" as part of 
Operation Atlantic Resolve, said a press release from the U.S. 
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Navy Sixth Fleet. Portugal , Spain and Canada sent missile frig
ates.-Int'l Business Times, 12/15 

What we do watch for is the spark that will set the whole 
Gogian chain of conquest in motion. The Sultan certainly 
has a prominent place, and is apparently not done creat
ing international incidents just yet-

In a clear violation of international norms, Turkish authori
ties have created hurdles for Russian vessels passing through 
the Bosphorus Strait; as a result, dozens of Russian ships have 
been waiting for hours to obtain the green light from Turkey 
for passage.-Sputnik News, 12/15 

Bro. Roberts, surveying the scene of 1866, wrote--"That 
everlasting 'Eastern Question,' so familiar before and dur
ing the Crimean war, has cropped up again-setting armies 
in motion, and throwing nine-tenths of the diplomatists 
throughout Europe into a state of high fever. It is true 
that, as yet, Turkey is not threatened with the loss of Con
stantinople; nor has Russia demanded "the keys of the Holy 
Places," but there is no knowing how soon something of 
this kind may happen. In the east of Europe there needs 
nothing but a spark to raise a terrible flame; and it is quite 
possible that the spark either has been, or is about to be, 
dropped" (Ambassador, p, 114).-TD.C. 

Are we "filled with the knowledge of the Lord's will in all 
wisdom and spiritual understanding"? This is Paul 's wi sh and 
prayer, and it will be our desire and aim, in so far as we are in 
sympathy with Paul. 

To each of us there is doubtless a different measure ofattain
ment in this matter; but to all of us there is a common stand
ard and a common duty of aiming at attainment--a common 
salvat ion to be reached--a com mon fearful looking for ofj udg
ment in case of rejection as out of harmony with th e Divine 
image.-R.R. 

One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Continued from page 432) 

Union, a meeting house standing on the same rocky knoll as 
when we visited it three years, or so, before, where we found 
two persons awaiting our arrival. 
"Could anything be more encouraging! We had come 92 miles 
from Richmond to enlighten the mountaineers of Virginia of 
the Gospel of Kingdom, and after a previous notice of several 
weeks, two individuals, a brother and his wife, had come four 
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miles with open ears to listen to the Truth . . . Not even as many 
as listened to Noah when the flood came and swept the world 
away. 
"We concluded, however, not to despair; but to wait a little longer 
and see if our number would be increased. It was wonderful. 
Nine persons beside ourselves from Charlottesville managed to 
get together at last. 
"In reading the third chapter of the Acts the things of the 
Kingdom began to come in upon our mind with stimulating 
effect . . . the covena n t made with Abraham, Isaac, and Ja
cob. 
"We talked of some of the things suggested by these important 
topics, and, for two hours, conversationally beguiled the time 
to the edification of our friends, as were glad to hear, Thus the 
end was better than the beginning, and became the earnest of 
better things to come ." 

What better basis for his remarks then a discussion on the Kingdom of God 
and the Things Concerning Christ! These two SUbjects are the heart and 
soul of the Truth . Bro. Thomas added this thought

"We are but the sowers of the seed; we can neither make it 
grow, nor see it grow. It is God that gives the increase." 

-Herald, 1851 

* 
A further article from the writings of bro. Thomas was under the title of "The 
Light of Nature and Scripture on Immortality." He expounded

" 'The light of nature', says Professor Stuart, 'can never scat
ter the darkness (on the subject of Immortality) in question.' 
The light has never yet sufficed to make even the question clear 
to any portion of our benighted race, 'Whether the soul of man 
is immortal?' 
"Cicer o, incomparably the most able defender of the soul's im
mortality of which the heathen world can boast, very inge
niously confesses, that a fter all the arguments which he had 
adduced in order to confirm the doctrine in question, it so fell 
out, that his mind was satisfied of it only when directly em
ployed in contemplating the arguments adduced in its favour. 
At all other times he fell unconsciously into a state of doubt 
and darkness. 
"It is notorious also that Socrates the next most able advocate 
among the heathens for the same doctrine, has adduced argu
ments to establish the never-ceasing existence of th e soul, which 
will not bear the test of examination." 

IN responding to these remarks, bro . Thomas outlined the teaching of the 
most valuable source that man has-the Scriptures. He considered "The 
Testimony of Scripture Concerning tt"

'Immortality.' athanasia, is a word signifying deathlessness;
 
hence, we are taught that the only deathless being in the uni

verse is "the incorruptible God" (Rom. 1:23), ho aphthartos
 
Th eos, 'dwelling in the light, whom no man hath seen, nor can
 
see.'
 
The invisible God was never deathful, nor subject to death; but
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all other intelligences of the universe have, or will be subject 
to death, or something equivalent to it. Their immortality is 
bestowed at the same time, subsequent to death; but His, who 
is the life of the universe, is underived; for He is from everlast
ing to everlasting deathless.-Herald. 1851 

* * * 
THE Sunday Morning Exhortation No. 126, by bro. Roberts, was on the 
"Ninth Chapter of Daniel. " He stated-

The first thing that strikes us in the contemplation of the chap

ter is the fact that at the writing of it, Daniel was in "the realm
 
of the Chaldeans." That realm was at the time the seat of the
 
empire throughout the civilized world. Babylon was the great

est of cities-greater in relation to the world at large than Lon

don is at the present time-greater in her imperial conse

quences-greater in architectural wonders-greater in topo

graphical extent-greater perhaps in her population-a city of
 
mighty walls, of military greatness, of princely pomp and com

mercial importance and prosperity,
 
Where is all the greatness? Where is all the glory and the bustle
 
and the prosperity?
 
Then we look at Daniel himself. What do we find him doing?
 
Studying the book of Jeremiah the prophet, from which he un

derstood that seventy years would be the limit of Israel's deso

lation in Babylon. We may here note that we are in good com

pany in the habit we have acquired of giving heed to and being
 
interested in the writings of the prophets.
 

* * * 
THERE is an interesting letter received by bro. Roberts and his response 
to it on the subject of "The Times and Seasons." The discussion centred 
around Whether their days would be the time Christ's Return .. 

* * * 
BRO. Roberts announced that "Thirteen Lectures" on the book of Revela
tion, was nearly ready. He stated-

The following lectures are reproduced from brief notes, made 
by several shorthand writers, during the course of their deliv
ery. They were not delivered with a view to publication. The 
publication is due to the importunities of those who heard them. 
That the author should be able to attempt such a work, is due 
to his having been privileged to have his understanding enlight
ened by the reading of Dr. Thomas' Exposition of the Apoca
lypse, in three volumes known as Eureha. Apart from this, he 
gladly acknowledges he would not have been able for it. 

* * * 
IN his fifth section on "The Temple of Ezekiel's Prophecy," bro. Henry Sui
ley wrote on the subject of "The Angel of Brass." His first paragraph men
tioned this, and then he followed it by reasoning throughout the article on 
this interesting subject-

When Ezekiel is brought to the city, a man is seen standing in 
one of the gates thereof, the appearance of one like unto brass 
... Our beloved bro. Dr. Thomas, who now sleeps in the dust of 
the earth, and but for whose writings these articles could not 
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have been written, shows in Eureka, vol. 1, page 117, how that
 
the brass is used to signify sin 's flesh .
 
Again the Man of Bra ss, according to verse 7 of chapter 43 (Eze.),
 
speaks in this wise: Son of man, the place of My throne, and the
 
place of my soles of My feet, where I will dwell in the midst of
 
the children of Israel for ever." The " I" of this verse is the De

ity.
 
But will the Deity dwell upon the earth? Yes, in manifestation,
 
and make it thereby His footstool (Isa, 66 :1; Eze . 43:7). In mani

festation He appeared to Abraham; in manifestation He visited
 
Sodom; in manifestation He will dwell amongst men, making
 
the earth His permamnent abode.
 
Those who require assistance in the comprehension of the sub

ject of "God manfestation may profitabely peruse Eureha, vol.
 
1, pages 87 to 118.
 
The above premisses teach the figure of brass seen by Ezekiel
 
is symbolical of a manifestation of Deity in sin's flesh. Not a
 
manifestation in mortal flesh, such as occurred 1,800 years ago
 
(I n. 14:10; 2 Cor. 5:19; 1 Tim. 3:16), but in sinful flesh purified
 
and made incorruptible (N um , 31:22; Eze. 43:1-7).
 

* * * 
ONCE again In his "Notes" section of the ChristadeJphian , bro. Roberts wrote 
on various sUbjects

1) "The Visibl e Hand of God"-We hope to commence these 
articles-c-Ia companion series to the Ways of Providence)-in 
the January number. 
2) The meaning of Matt. 27:52-53 is evidently this, that the 
crucifixion-earthquake opened th e graves of recently interred 
righteous dead; and the efflux of vitalizing power put forth in 
the resurrection of Jesus, on the third day afterwards, extend 
also to the bodi es occuping these open graves, causing them to 
live and come forth and revisit their friends in J erusalem. 
3) The Psalms had a proximate reference to David; but, the 
Spirit of God dwelling on him from the day of his anointing 
(1 Sam. 16:2), gave his words a scope that included Christ . 

* * * 
BIBLE Lectures (135 Years Ago)

"The Scriptural Devil: Is He a Supernatural Agent of Evil?"
 
"The Finishing of the Mystery of God"
 
"Does the Law of Christ Require the Observance of the
 
Sabbath"
 

"The Atheism of the Churches"
 
"Events in the East: the Ultimate"
 
"The Original Terms of Scripture Rendered Spirit"
 
"What Shall it Profit a Man If He Gain the Whole World and
 
Lose His own Soul?" 

"The Sure Word of Prophecy and its Unchangeable character" 
"The Parable of the Vmeyard" 
"The Keys of Hell (Rev. 1:18), Who Holds Them, and Why and 
When They Will be Used" 

"What is the Blessing of Abraham to Come on the Gentiles?" 
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November Answers-'~ssociateCity With" 
1. Ur-ofthe Chaldees 21. Dothan-Joseph and Elisha 
2. Tyre-Scrape her dust 22. Hebron-Taken byCaleb 
3. Gath-Tell it not in 23. Corinth-Galllo 
4. Berea-Morenoble 24. Smyrna-Tribulation ten days 
5. Troas-Eutychus 25. Philippi-Lydia 
6. Sidon-Tyre and 26. Samaria-Built by Omri
 
7. Joppa-8imon a tanner 27. Antioch-First called Christians
 
8. Sardis-c-Name thou livest 28. Nineveh-eity ofthree days journey 
9. Rome-Paul's hired house 29. Bethany-Mary and Martha 

10. Ziklag--Amalekites burned 30. Ephesus-Left first love 
11.Tekoa-Amosherdman of 31. Babylon-Chaldee excellency 
12. Endor-Witch of 32. Shushan-Thepalace; perplexed 
13.Bethel-VlSion ofladder 33. Thyatira-WomanJezebel 
14.Shiloh-Eli and Tabernacle 34. Caesarea-Corne1ius 
15.Lystra-Priest ofJupiter 35. Heshbon-Fishpools 
16.Lydda-Eneas healed 36. Shechem-Dinah 
17.Tarsus-No mean city 37. Nazareth-Any good thing? 
18. Jezreel-Naboth's vineyard 38. Laodicea-Lukewarm 
19.Athens---The unknown god 39. Nicopolis-Paul winter at 
20. J ericho-Cityof palm trees 40. Anathoth-Jeremiah; 0 poor 
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One Hundred & Thirty-Five YearsAgo� 
The Cbristadelphlan, December, 1880 

ONCE again bro. Roberts used articles from the writings of bro. Thomas to 
open the Magazine. The first one was under the heading of "The Work of 
the Truth under Dmiculties. " Bro. Roberts, to introduce bro. Thomas remarks, 
stated first-

There is a good deal of difficulty connected with the work of 
the Truth now: but the affairs of the Truth are in a very differ
ent position from what they were when Dr. Thomas penned 
the following account of a visit to Free Union in April, 1851. 

This is a small part of bro. Thomas' remarks on the Truth's development
"We arrived in Charlottesville on Wed., the 18th, and the next� 
day were joined by M. Albert Anderson from Caroline. On Thurs�
day evening arrived a conveyance from the mountain region,� 
sent by our friends there to cart us up to Free Union about 12� 
miles from Charlottesville ...� 
"For hours and a half of this kind of pastime brought us to Free� 

(Continued on page 42 7) 

BIBlE PUZZlE-"Chiidren" 
1. First child 13. Child shall be Nazarite 27. Humblehimself 
2. Forty-two children 14. Naomi took the child 28. A child shall die 
3. Babe leaped 15. Scarlet thread 29. I spake as a child 
4. Boys and girls 16. Child sneezed 30. Child ofpromise 
5. A little child 17. Lift up the lad 31. Thou art a youth 
6. A little maid 18. A proper child 32. To us a child is born 
7. A little sister 19. Write this man childless 33. Give me children 
8. Weeping for her 20. Hidden in bed-chamber 34. Child ofthe devil� 

children 21. The babe wept 35. The damsel arose� 
9. Take the young 22. A goodly child 36. Is the child dead? 

child 23. The child is not 37. Young man, arise 
10.Another seed 24. I am but a child 38. Give me my children 
11. Child of his old age 25. I and the children 39. There is a lad here 
12. As the lad ran 26. Butter and honey 40. Children struggled 
As a little child Isaac Joseph Rachel 
Benjamin Isaiah Moses Samson 
Cain Ishmael Moses Seth 
Coniah Jacob Moses Shall lead them 
David Jacob and Esau Naaman's wife's Shunammites' 
David's Jairus'daughter Obed Solomon 
Elisha Jesus 100 years old Song 
Elymas Joash Paul Widow's son 
5 loaves, 2 fishes John Baptist Playing in streets Wonderful 
Immanuel Jonathan's Rachel Zarah 
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