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Ecclesial News 

NDHIWA & SINDO ECCLESIAS, Kenya 

Dear brethren, Greetings.  

We are glad to report new brethren in the Nyanza region of Kenya: brethren 

MICHAEL OTHOO, MAURICE OBUNGO,  JOHN ONANI & sisters: 

RONE ATIENO OBUNGO & DOROTHY OTHOO.  

 

The four will belong to NDHIWA ECCLESIA while Bro John Onani will be 

of SINDO ECCLESIA. Onani was with us when we joined the Bereans but he 

went into isolation and lost touch for some time. We have been talking for the 

last two years and he has decided to rejoin us after a spell in the wilderness.  

The four have been talking with bro Evans Odira of Kimukung'i.  They come 

from his home area. 

 

The five received the Right Hand Of Fellowship today, October 8th , 2018.  

Love in the Truth, Bro Epa 

 

GATHERINGS & ACTIVITIES 
(To be held Yahweh Willing) 

 

GOLDTHWAITE Fraternal Gathering …….…………………Nov 23-25 2018 

Bro. Len Naglieri  Email: len@naglieri.me  (Details to follow) 

“Think on These Things by Bro George Gibson” 

 

BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN YOUTH GATHERING KENYA……….  12 -16 

December, 2018  

Place: Mumias, Bungoma County, Kenya. Theme: 2 Corinthians. For info email 

Bob Bent or Epa Wekati. 

 

RICHARD FRATERNAL GATHERING.........................June 28–June 31, 2019 

Sis. Linda Jones, PO Box 48 Richard, SK, Canada S0M 2P0,  gljon@yourlink.ca 1-306-441-

2248 or 1-306-246-4628 

 

LAMPASAS YOUNG PEOPLE’S WINTER GATHERING………........Dec. 28-30, 2018                                  

At the Lampasas, Meeting Hall.  Bro. Nathan and Sis. Jo Phillips are in charge              

3321 FM 580 West Lampasas, TX.  76550 
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Woman, Why Weepest Thou? 
By G.V. Growcott 

"Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's 

sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene" (Jn. 19:25). 

 

We meet each first day of the week to remember the death and 

resurrection of our Lord, and twice each year we read together four 

accounts of the events of this period, in the four gospels. 

Let us consider these events, endeavoring to arrange them in order in our 

minds, and to picture the experiences and circumstances of each 

individual involved. 

Let us begin our consideration at the foot of the cross. 

The thing that first strikes us very forcibly is the prominence of women 

and the apparent absence of all but one of the men connected with Christ. 

At the betrayal in the garden, nine disciples flee and we hear no more 

about them until after the resurrection. 

The other two, John and Peter, after first fleeing with the rest, turned and 

followed the crowd to the High Priest's house. John was known at the 

High Priest's house, and therefore must have been known to be a disciple 

of Jesus. The High Priests maidservant remembered seeing Peter with 

Jesus; she surely would have remembered seeing John with him, as she 

knew John. This is a point in John's favor. He went right in along with 

Jesus, knowing he would be recognized. We find John outstanding all 

through these events. 

After Peter's denial, he too, like the rest of the apostles, drops out of the 

picture until after the resurrection. There is no mention of Peter or of any 

of the rest at the cross -- only John and the women. All the women 

closest to Jesus are mentioned by name by Matthew, Mark and John, as 

being there. 

John stood at the foot of the cross, with Jesus' mother, and received the 

commission to take care of her. 
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There also was Salome, the wife of Zebedee and mother of James and 

John. Comparing Matthew 27:56 and Mark 15:40 with John 19:25 

almost certainly establishes Salome as the sister of Mary. This would 

make James and John the cousins of Jesus. The only other alternatives 

are --  

Mary's sister is mentioned once, (John 19:25) but not named, or ever 

referred to elsewhere.  Mary's sister was also named Mary, and was the 

wife of Cleophas. 

In either case, Salome would be omitted from one record where she 

appears in the other two. In the first case, someone else is mentioned in 

her place who is never mentioned again. In the second case, there were 

two sisters, both named Mary. All this seems very unlikely, so we 

conclude that Salome was "his (Jesus') mother's sister" of John 19:25. 

It was Salome who approached Jesus with the request that her two sons, 

James and John, sit on Jesus' right and left hands in the Kingdom. We 

will have a better and kinder view of Salome if we remember in 

connection with this incident that she was one of the faithful band of 

women who followed Jesus wherever he went, ministering unto him in 

loving devotion of their own substance. 

Matthew says (27:55), regarding the crucifixion scene that: 

"Many women were there ... which followed Jesus firom Galilee, 

ministering to him." 

We can hardly interpret "many" as much less than fifteen or twenty, and 

it would seem to imply more. Let us try to get the picture. Besides these 

women, as Jesus traveled about, there were the twelve disciples, and a 

certain number of others. We know there were at least more than two 

others, and probably many more, for in Acts 1, Peter says --  

"Of these men which have companied with us all the time the Lord Jesus 

went in and out among us ... must one be ordained a witness." 

And of this group they appointed two to be chosen between by lot to fill 

Judas' place. 

I am trying to formulate some mental picture of the group that 

accompanied Jesus. It could hardly have been less than forty or fifty. It 

could have been much more. We know on at least one occasion Jesus 

sent out seventy to preach. 
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What a strange sight it must have been. What an object of ridicule to the 

learned and sophisticated! They were of the simplest and commonest of 

the people. We know how limited their understanding was, right to the 

end. And while they were utterly devoted to Jesus, yet to the end they 

were small-minded and the best of them disputed who should be first. 

What a background for the manifestation of God's Son! What a naturally-

speaking humiliating and unimpressing presentation he made! The 

intellectual of the nation said in scorn, looking disdainfully at this 

motley, itinerant company -- 

"Have any of the rulers believed in him?" 

They would seem like gypsies, wandering about the countryside, with no 

apparent means of support, and no fixed abode -- nothing normal or 

respectable about them. 

And furthermore he did not hesitate to company with publicans and 

sinners. He recognized no social distinction -- no normal standards of 

propriety. He violated all their artificial etiquette -- he did not even wash 

his hands to eat. 

He did not work. He did not support himself. He allowed these (as it 

would seem) infatuated women to minister to him of their substance. 

We remember his first temptation -- "Make these stones bread." He had 

all the power at his command. He did not need to humiliate himself, and 

give such an appearance to the world by depending upon the 

ministrations and possessions of the simple women who followed him. 

Only two classes could possibly be attracted to him -- the very simple, 

and those with deep spiritual discernment who could see through all the 

externals to the reality within. 

How beautiful it was that he who had all the power at his command must 

not use it for his own simplest needs, but must embarrassingly depend 

upon devoted women who had left their households and who followed 

and ministered to him with loving care! How beautiful that he should be 

permitted to need them and depend upon them! -- He -- the Son of God, 

the potential Lord of Heaven and Earth! 

How strange and beautiful are the ways of God! How utterly and 

refreshingly different from the ways of men! 
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And so "many" loving and devoted women were there at the cross, but -- 

as far as we have any record -- only one man, "the disciple whom Jesus 

loved." 

The men were later to carry the burden; and the women, as their position 

is, were to drop entirely out of sight, but this was their day, their glory, 

their courage and devotion and service -- eternal testimony of love and 

faithfulness. 

When Paul later lists the appearances of the risen Lord, he does not even 

mention the appearances to the women, though the first two appearances 

were to them. 

Does he slight them? By no means! Rather he honors them. These 

appearances were not public witnesses. They were the far more glorious 

inner, personal, intimate communions of fellowship and love. The 

woman's great privilege is the gentle, inner, silent, secret touch. 

Beside Jesus'mother, and Salome her sister, there was also Mary the wife 

of Cleophas and mother of the apostle James the Less, another who 

traveled with Jesus, and ministered to him. 

Three elderly women, standing by the cross, witnessed that almost 

unendurable scene of agony and shame, with hopeless bewilderment and 

disappointed faith. Faith and Hope had fled, but Love remained. 

And then there was Mary Magdalene. Mary Magdalene is clearly the 

leading and most active spirit among the faithful group of women. For 

three days -- the most momentous three days of history -- Mary 

Magdalene is the most prominent actor in the whole divine plan. 

How strange and beautiful that this fearless devoted woman should 

suddenly come briefly into brilliant prominence and, then as quickly fade 

forever from the record! She filled one essential, central role in the great 

sweep of history, and then retired to womanly obscurity. 

Mary Magdalene -- the last at the cross, and the first at the tomb. And her 

devotion was rewarded -- she was the first to see the Lord. 

When we come right down to the very heart of the events of these three 

days -- around which all history revolves -- we come to two people -- 

Mary Magdalene and John the beloved disciple. 
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True, John at first fled. "They ALL forsook him and fled." It had to be 

that way. The flesh must learn the deep wisdom of its weakness -- its 

utter, powerless dependence upon God. But John recovered himself 

immediately. 

Peter "followed afar off," drawn by an irresistible love, but held back by 

the dragging feet of a terrible, trembling fear. 

But John, we are told, "went in with Jesus into the palace of the High 

Priest"; then later went out and brought in Peter. It was John who said, 

"Perfect love casteth out fear." 

John was the last to whom Jesus spoke in the hour of death: "Behold thy 

mother." 

Mary was the first to whom he spoke in the hour of Resurrection and 

Life -- the first name he uttered beyond the grave. 

How little we know of Mary! Her name occurs twelve times -- eleven 

times in connection with the events of the crucifixion and only once 

anywhere else. That one place is Luke 8:2, where we are told she was 

among those who went about with Jesus on his journeys, and ministered 

to him. We are told there, too, that Jesus had cast seven demons out of 

Mary -- that is, he had cured her of some terrible and overwhelming 

infirmity. 

At the close of the crucifixion day, two other men come into the picture -

- men whom we would never have dreamed would fill the role they 

filled. 

Of one of them, Joseph of Arimathea, we have never heard before, and 

never hear of him again. We are told he was rich, he was a counsellor, 

that is, one of the ruling body of the nation -- like a member of Congress 

or of Parliament, that he was a good and righteous man who looked for 

the Kingdom of God, that he was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly, for fear 

of the Jews. 

Up to this point he had never publicly revealed his allegiance. He had 

lived a double life -- an inner, private life and an outer, public one. 

There is a great lesson and a great comfort in the example of Joseph. He 

was rich and influential -- he had much to lose in following Jesus, and up 

to this point he had not been able to face the open choice. 
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But when Jesus was dead, when all hope seemed ended, he gathered 

together a Faith and a Courage that stand out with almost unique 

brilliance, and went boldly to Pilate, requesting the body of Jesus! 

Something now so moved and took hold of this fearful man that he stood 

up boldly and alone before both the Romans and his whole nation and 

publicly allied himself with the cause of Christ, just when that cause had 

come into direct collision with both Jews and Romans and seemed to 

have ended in utter disaster. 

We wonder whether, and at what point, Joseph realized that he was 

fulfilling that strange, unlikely prophecy of Isaiah 53 -- 

"He shall make his grave with the rich." 

Truly a prophecy which -- up until the moment Joseph stepped forth -- 

seemed impossible of fulfillment under the circumstances. 

How marvellous are the ways of God! Let Joseph be a perpetual 

inspiration to all who have ever hesitated under any circumstances to 

speak out for Christ because of fear. 

Joseph laid the body in his own new tomb -- a tomb wherein never man 

had lain. In the fittingness of things, it could be no other way. This event 

was not only unique in all history -- it was the very center of all history. 

At long last, in the fulness of times, the grave was to be conquered. A 

path never before opened up was to be trod -- a path of hope right 

through the hitherto hopeless valley of the shadow of death, and out the 

other side. 

No man had passed this way before. 

True, there had been typical raisings from the dead before in 

manifestation and shadow of what was to come, but never a resurrection 

that shattered the power of the grave and cast off its shackles forever. 

Never man had passed this way before -- no man had ever lain in this 

tomb -- this glorious gateway from death to life. 

The other man was Nicodemus -- likewise a counselor -- two of the 

highest men in the nation. And, like Joseph, he had apparently up to this 

point been held back by fear from open discipleship. Unlike Joseph, he 

appears twice before in the record. 
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At the beginning of Jesus' ministry, Nicodemus comes to him by night, 

confessing his recognition that Jesus was a teacher sent from God. 

Though he chides him for lack of understanding basic spiritual truth, 

though holding a position as the teacher of Israel, still Jesus speaks to 

him many things of depth and beauty like we find revealed nowhere else. 

He knew what was in man, and he could doubtless see in Nicodemus the 

nucleus of a faith that would overcome all fear. 

Consider the well-known passages of eternal promise and beauty that 

Jesus spoke alone to this Jewish leader who sought him in the night. The 

event is recorded in John 3 --  

"Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter the 

Kingdom of God." 

"The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, 

but canst not tell whence it cometh and whither it goeth. So is every one 

that is born of the Spirit." 

"No man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from 

heaven, even the Son of Man which is in heaven." 

"As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son 

of Man be lifted up." 

"God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting life." 

"This is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men 

loved darkness rather than light." 

For all this we are indebted to Jesus' private conversation with this man 

Nicodemus in the quiet of the night. And Jesus ended the interview with 

this gentle rebuke, doubtless long-remembered with much heart-

searching and self-examination, and which bore glorious fruit so long 

after --  

"He that doeth Truth cometh to the Light, that his deeds may be made 

manifest, that they are wrought in God." 

Nicodemus was at last to come in the open daylight -- in full public gaze 

-- to manifest his allegiance to Light and Truth. 
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There is one other mention of him, apparently about six months before 

the Crucifixion. It is very revealing, both as to how far he went, and how 

far he did not go. 

The officers were sent to seize Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles. They 

came back to the chief priests empty-handed and overawed, exclaiming 

"Never man spake like this man!" (Jn. 7:46) 

The Pharisees contemptuously answer --  

"Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on him?" 

Nicodemus was there. He was one of them. What were his thoughts in 

the face of this contemptuous challenge? This was just a few months 

before the Crucifixion. He had had three years to ponder on the words of 

Jesus, whom he had confessed to be a teacher sent from God. 

He does speak up. Truly very mildly and timidly and uncommittingly 

from the point of view of a robust faith, but he does speak out against 

them 

"Doth our law judge any man before it hear him?" 

And they all turn on him in scathing ridicule --  

"Art thou also of Galilee?" 

But finally, at the last moment possible, Nicodemus' secret faith burst 

forth in loving, fearless, public service to the dead body of a condemned 

and executed prisoner. 

Two women are watching as these two men, these two well-known rulers 

of the Jews, but doubtless strangers personally to them, carefully take 

down the body, prepare it for burial and carry it a little way into a tomb 

nearby. They were Mary Magdalene and the "other Mary," that is, the 

wife of Cleophas. 

Finally, after seeing the stone rolled against the entrance, they returned 

home and prepared spices and ointments, and rested the Sabbath day. 

All this, from the death of Jesus on the cross -- the begging of the body 

from Pilate, the removal from the cross, the burial and the preparation of 
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spices, had to happen between three o'clock and six o'clock on Friday 

afternoon, before the Sabbath began. 

There has always been controversy concerning what day of the week 

Jesus was crucified. Many, on the basis of a full three-day interpretation, 

and by a double-Sabbath theory (Passover Sabbath and weekly Sabbath), 

move the crucifixion back to Thursday and some even Wednesday. 

But bro. Thomas' beautiful exposition of the Son of Man fulfilling the 

work given him to do by the Friday night, "resting according to the 

commandment" during the Sabbath, and arising the first day of a new 

week to a new life and a new work, strongly inclines us to the simple 

view that the crucifixion was on Friday. 

The women appear to have bought more spices on Saturday evening, 

after the Sabbath was ended. Then, very early Sunday morning, they 

came to the tomb to perform more fully and carefully the service 

hurriedly rendered by Joseph and Nicodemus on Friday afternoon. 

The four women named as coming are those same faithful ones who 

remained close to Jesus right up to the moment of death -- Mary 

Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the Less, Salome, mother of 

James and John, and Joanna, wife of Chuza, who was steward to Herod. 

(The word "steward" implies the position of general manager of the 

household like Eleazar of Damacus in Abraham's household). We are 

told that "other women" also were with them. 

The mention of the time of day is quite specific, and unquestionably 

purposeful. They appear to have left home while it was still dark, and to 

have arrived at the tomb just after the sun had risen. 

John speaks of, "While it was yet dark": Mark says, "At the rising of the 

sun"; Matthew says, "As it began to dawn." 

Two parts of the record give the strong impression, doubtless 

intentionally, that the resurrection itself occurred very close to the same 

time, possibly between the time they left home in the dark and the time 

they arrived at the sepulchre as the dawn was breaking. 

Matthew (28:2) mentions the opening of the tomb after describing the 

women leaving home, and as a present, connected event, not a past one; 

and Matthew again (28:11) also specifically says the watch came into the 

city with their report just as the women were going to tell his disciples, 

as if they had waited for them to leave. 
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Everything seems to happen very closely together, and the natural 

impression from the record is that the resurrection had just occurred and 

the watch were lying in a stunned condition nearby when the women 

visited the tomb. 

All four records mention Mary Magdalene first among those who visited 

the tomb. John mentions no one else. 

Combining the records seems to give this sequence of events: 

As they approach, they are questioning among themselves how they are 

going to remove the great stone blocking the entrance. It would be a 

large flat, round stone like a wheel that was rolled in a groove and 

dropped into a small depression in front of the entrance. 

It seemed to be a very serious obstacle, but as so often happens, when 

they reached the spot they found the obstacle had been removed, the 

worry needless, the problem nonexistent. 

According to John, Mary Magdalene -- before the angels revealed 

themselves -- seems to have run immediately to tell Peter and John that 

the tomb had been opened. 

(We cannot help but wonder why these two disciples did not accompany 

the women in the first place, especially in view of the problem of moving 

the stone. Why did the women go alone? What were the disciples doing? 

What was their state of mind?) 

Perhaps the circumstances are purposely designed to make us think 

deeply upon the state of mind of Jesus' followers during this terrible 

period. 

They had not only suddenly lost -- under violent, tragic circumstances -- 

the one who was the focus of their deepest love and devotion. This would 

be of itself a terrible shock. 

But their whole world had been shattered. They had left ALL and 

followed him. They had put all their faith and hope -- all their very life -- 

on and in him -- all their dreams for future, eternal divine blessing. 

Everything of them and in them was bound up in him, whom they had 

regarded as the very Son of God. 

For over three years they had enjoyed to the full his wonderful, 

sustaining presence, seen his countless miracles and manifestations of 
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power, seen him put the nation's rulers to helpless confusion and 

humiliated silence time and again, while all the people thronged him and 

marvelled at him. 

Then suddenly it all collapsed. Suddenly everything went dark, and 

began to violently close in on them. In a brief, terrible, unprepared-for 

fifteen hours, he was seized, abused, mocked, humiliated, and destroyed. 

And the whole weight of the long-infuriated and now triumphantly-

revengeful wrath of the rulers would be turned against them -- his closest 

followers. 

We remember that when Jesus revealed himself to them they were 

assembled trembling, behind locked doors,"for fear of the Jews." Surely 

everything indicated that they had good reason to fear. 

But the fear would not be the major aspect of their condition. The major 

aspect would be shock, terrible shock at the loss of their beloved Master, 

and the end of all they had built upon him. 

Why was such a trial permitted? Why were their understandings 

previously veiled so they should not be ready? 

The simple answer is: It was necessary. They had to be tried, torn, 

twisted, crushed to the utmost. 

All of us, in our own small way, have experienced the transforming 

power of a great emotional shock. It searches the soul, it opens up the 

mind to its foundations, it rearranges all the courses of nature and sets 

things going in an entirely different direction. It is hard, but it is 

wholesome. It shakes out the dross from the mind, and makes men bigger 

and better. 

From this time forward, these are all different men. It is as if they have 

passed through a violent metamorphosis, and henceforth are an entirely 

new type of creature. The old man died, and the new man found his 

strength. Henceforth, they stand fearlessly before the rulers. Henceforth, 

they go fearlessly to prison and to death. 

The double shock of Death and Resurrection appears to have been the 

divine means for effecting this transformation -- this sudden growth from 

children to men. 
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Let us learn the lesson well, that we may yield ourselves completely to 

the Divine Hand and in the fierce crucible of sorrow, find the glories of 

spirit birth. 

The record focuses our attention upon the women, led by Mary 

Magdalene -- overwhelmed by the dreadful shock and sorrow, but still 

doing, in love, that one last, pitifully hopeless service that it was in their 

power to do. 

Mary Magdalene has run away to tell Peter and John of the strange new 

development. Did it mean a last bitter, mocking disappointment, or dared 

they permit their crushed hearts to court further pain by opening them up 

to a ray of hope? 

Peter and John rushed to the tomb. 

In the meantime at the tomb two angels had appeared to the other women 

in dazzling brightness, with the strange greeting --  

"Why seek ye the living among the dead? Remember how he spoke unto 

you ... that he should rise again the third day. . ." 

"AND THEY REMEMBERED HIS WORDS." 

This was the turning point. 

From here on the glorious picture rapidly opens up wider and wider. 

They fled from the tomb. "Trembling, astonishment, fear, and great joy," 

is how their state of mind is described. 

Peter and John, running, arrive soon after they depart, with Mary 

following them. John gets there first, stops, and looks in. Peter catches up 

and goes straight into the tomb. He sees the linen clothes, and the head 

napkin by itself. There is great significance in this reference in the grave 

clothes and their position. 

The word for "napkin" -- soudarion -- means literally "sweatcloth." We 

remember the priests could not wear wool, because it caused sweat. 

Their garments must be all linen. 
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The name of this napkin, and its being specifically distinguished from the 

"linen clothes," strongly points to its being of wool. Linen is a symbol of 

spirit, as distinguished from the wool, or animal. 

John followed Peter in, and saw the garments and, it is recorded, he 

"believed." HERE IS THE FIRST RECORDED BELIEF. 

Truly, the women ran from the tomb in an excited state of "fear and great 

joy" at the sight and message of the angels, but here is the first specific 

record of belief -- calm mental conviction -- and it was without the help 

of any supernatural message or appearance. 

This was the disciple Jesus loved. Not having seen, he believed. Jesus 

appeared specially and specifically to Peter, and to his own brother 

James, but there is no record of an appearance to John. 

Peter needed the comfort, James the conviction; but the beloved disciple 

was given the privilege of believing without seeing. He was honored by 

the recognition that his faith need not rest on sight. 

John and Peter left the tomb and went to their homes, leaving Mary 

Magdalene alone at the tomb, weeping. As she wept, she stooped down 

to look into the sepulchre, and she saw two angels who said, "Why 

weepest thou?" 

She said, "Because they have taken away my Lord," Mary's heart had 

been set on that last loving service to the body of her beloved. 

Turning from the tomb, she saw Jesus behind her, but did not know him. 

He too said, "Woman, why weepest thou?" -- his first recorded words 

beyond the grave. 

We cannot help but be struck by the typical aspect of the scene, as of 

Christ and the Bride -- "Woman, why weepest thou?" 

The long travail is over. The Seed has been born of the Spirit. "In sorrow 

shalt thou bring forth." 

"And thy desire shall be thy Husband, and he shall rule over thee" -- a 

sentence upon the Woman, a glorious promise to the Bride. 

She still did not recognize him, but mistook him for a gardener. Then 

Jesus said, "Mary," and suddenly recognition flooded over her, and she 
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exclaimed"Rabboni!" -- a term of deep affection, respect and devotion -- 

"My Master, Leader, Guide, Teacher!" 

This was Jesus' first appearance after his resurrection. There must have 

been a reason why Mary Magdalene was chosen for this unique privilege 

-- the first to see the risen Lord. Peter and John had been there but a few 

moments before. Jesus waited for them to go away before revealing 

himself alone to Mary. 

She naturally, overwhelmed with joy and love, sought to touch him, but 

he said -- 

"Touch me not, for I am not yet ascended to my Father." 

Mary's privilege is further emphasized. She alone saw him in the state 

between grave and glorification. She was taken, as it were, into the 

intimate workshop of the Spirit. 

He sent her to convey the joyful news to the disciples, and having 

performed this service, we never hear of Mary again. 

The other women are still on their way to tell the disciples of the angels' 

message. Before they reach their destination, Jesus appears to them, too. 

This time he permits them to hold him by the feet. The ascending to the 

Father has now been accomplished. 

We get a hint in these events of the rapidity of spiritual things, and their 

freedom from the bonds and bounds that constrain the natural man. 

The second appearance, like the first, is to women. We hear so little of 

these loving, faithful women all through Jesus' ministry. Though they 

continued with him, and ministered to him, they are so much in the 

background that it is only with effort we can piece together the meagre 

record concerning them. But in the darkness and sorrows of death they 

come into brief and glorious prominence. 

How beautifully God hath provided a vessel for every need!  Surely it is 

our wisdom to yield ourselves to the Master's use, fulfilling with loving, 

wholehearted devotion the task that comes to hand. Whether it be in 

prominence or obscurity, in public or in private, in honor or humility. 

This was woman's greatest hour, when all his disciples forsook him and 

fled. 
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Peace Peace, But There is No Peace 
The November American Elections 

 
With the American elections taking place early this month (November 

6.) we might ask ourselves what result might we expect if God’s plan is 

now full speed to its conclusion.  Before the previous election in 2016, it 

looked like the US was in the process of further retreating from the world 

scene.  President Barack Obama was observing a political strategy many 

called “leading from behind,” where he appeared to be very reluctant to 

engage Tarshish’s enemies.   

 

Hence we saw the debacle of the “red line” in Syria, where President 

Obama claimed to have drawn a “red line in the sand” over the use of 

chemical weapons in Syria.  Syria is the capital constituent of the King of 

the North of Dan. 11.   But when chemical weapons were used by Syria 

and Russia against the Sunni Moslems in Syria, the “red line” was 

ignored.    

 

We saw the peace treaty with Iran (the Persia of Ezek. 38) which 

guaranteed Iran a nuclear bomb in 10 years (by 2016,) and the giving of 

$150 Billion to Iran for the boosting of her efforts in supporting the 

Shi’ites in Iran, the Alawites in Syria, and Hezbollah in Lebanon.  Iran 

also was able to rearm the Al Quds force.  Al Qud is the name of Iran’s 

special forces, and is also the Arab name for Jerusalem.  This strong 

support of both the Muslim Brotherhood in Syria, and the Iranians 

caused great concern and worry about changing loyalties, with the US’s 

longtime ally, Saudi Arabia, known Scripturally as Sheba and Dedan. 

 

We watched as President Obama sat idly by, while observing the rise of 

ISIS, (The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria) brought on largely by a 

willingness to support the Muslim Brotherhood, a very militant brand of 

Sunni Moslem, of which Al Baghdadi, leader of ISIS, was loosely 

associated.  We knew, prophetically, that ISIS had to fail, as it was an 

effort to make the Euphrates flow again, which had been drying up (Rev. 

16:12) since 1821, and of which it had received a death blow in 1917.  

But how long it would the Euphrates be allowed to spring till plugged up 

again, was unclear at the time. 

 

We watched America stand idle as “the Arab Spring” as it was called, 

which was another uprising by the Muslim Brotherhood, attacked one of 

Tarshish’ principle allies in the nation of Egypt, capital of the King of the 

South of Daniel 11.  This actually appeared to be the tipping point where 

God intervened to stop the whole Middle East from moving too far out of 

the divine plan.  When Field Marshal Abdel al Sisi of Egypt ended the 
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Muslim Brotherhood’s domination in Egypt, he stopped their ability to 

supply ISIS in Syria with the weapons necessary for their war against 

Bashar al Assad, the leader of Syria, who President Obama had declared 

“had to go.”  But in the divine plan, he is the perfect leader for Syria as 

he is of a similar religion to Iran (Alawite is a branch of Shi’a) and a very 

loyal ally of Russia, the Ros, Mosc, and Tobl of Ezekiel 38. 

 

For these reasons, (and for more,) if we are as far along in the divine plan 

as is supposed, a change had to take place for the US to play her role as a 

part of the Tarshish power.  And while it looked like an impossibility that 

the political direction of the US would change in the 2016 election, 

President Donald Trump, of whom a major pollster said only had a 7% 

chance of winning, won the election.   

 

When this happened, the entire direction of the nation and world affairs, 

changed.  The Iranian nuclear agreement was rescinded, strong support 

was given to Saudi Arabia (the Sheba and Dedan of Ezekiel 38) Egypt 

was stabilized and their military funded, ISIS was crushed so that the 

Euphrates dried up again to her source in Turkey.)  The US then engaged 

in fighting battles against Syria, against Russia, and against Iranian 

forces in Syria.  Freed from the constraints of the Iranian Nuclear Treaty 

(which would have caused the US to protect Iran from Israeli attacks) 

Israel was able to strike Iranian positions and weapons depots in Syria.  

Hamas has been crippled, by cooperation with Egypt, and the stopping of 

all US funds to the Palestinians.  And Jerusalem has been made the 

capital of Israel.  And Saudi Arabia has made peace overtures with Israel.  

So what a change an election made.  Tarshish is clearly realigned with 

her allies, and set for the defense of Israel. 

 

With that in mind, what might we look for next?  And how might the 

election of the next few days assist that?  While we tend to look for the 

great war prophesied in Dan. 11, Ezek. 38, Joel 2, Zech. 12-14, and Rev, 

16:16 known popularly as Armageddon, it appears that the next event on 

the world stage must be a peace treaty.  All the great wars have been 

brought on by failed peace treaties, and Armageddon, it appears from 

Bible prophesy, is no exception. 

 

So, what should we look for, now that the nations are all so closely 

aligned for the time of the end?  What will be the motivation for Russia 

to descend upon the mountains of Israel?   

 

Eze 38:11-12  And thou shalt say, I will go up to the land of unwalled 

villages; I will go to them that are at rest, that dwell safely, all of them 

dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates,  To take a 

spoil, and to take a prey; to turn thine hand upon the desolate places that 
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are now inhabited, and upon the people that are gathered out of the 

nations, which have gotten cattle and goods, that dwell in the midst of 

the land.  

 

Russia descends upon Israel, when Israel thinks they are at peace.  They 

will be at rest.  They will think that they dwell safely.  They have no bars 

or gates.  All of this speaks to a great peace process, which is something 

we have never seen.  Backing up Eze 38, we read this from the apostle 

Paul: 

 

1Thess 5:1-3  But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need 

that I write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the 

Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For when they shall say, Peace 

and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a 

woman with child; and they shall not escape.  

 

You see, this is the last event prior to Russia descending upon the 

mountains of Israel.  When they call out peace and safety, then cometh 

sudden destruction.  But the peace is not real.  And the claim of peace, is 

part of the reason for the great destruction that is to come upon Israel.  

For the prophet Jeremiah warned them about the false peace: 

 

Jer 8:10-13  Therefore will I give their wives unto others, and their fields 

to them that shall inherit them: for every one from the least even unto the 

greatest is given to covetousness, from the prophet even unto the priest 

every one dealeth falsely.  For they have healed the hurt of the daughter 

of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no 

peace.  Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? nay, 

they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush: therefore shall 

they fall among them that fall: in the time of their visitation they shall be 

cast down, saith the LORD. I will surely consume them, saith the LORD: 

there shall be no grapes on the vine, nor figs on the fig tree, and the leaf 

shall fade; and the things that I have given them shall pass away from 

them.  

 

They dealt falsely, when they cried out peace, peace.  There was no 

peace.  There could be no peace while the abominations of the world are 

committed in Israel.  And they do today, have every abomination under 

the sun.  This peace agreement, which appears from Bible prophesy to be 

well known in advance by the people that they are putting the nation at 

risk, is what brings Israel’s enemies against them.  And that Jews would 

put Jews at risk, comes as no surprise.  Even the Jews themselves refer to 

Jews who would sell out the nation, as Jew hating Jews. 
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Now, it should come as no surprise that the battles we spoke earlier of as 

the war prophesized by Daniel between the King of the North or Syria, 

and the King of the South or Egypt, came about as the result of a peace 

agreement.  In Daniel 11: 5-8 we read: 

 

Dan 11:5-8  And the king of the south shall be strong, and one of his 

princes; and he shall be strong above him, and have dominion; his 

dominion shall be a great dominion.  And in the end of years they shall 

join themselves together; for the king's daughter of the south shall come 

to the king of the north to make an agreement: but she shall not retain the 

power of the arm; neither shall he stand, nor his arm: but she shall be 

given up, and they that brought her, and he that begat her, and he that 

strengthened her in these times.   But out of a branch of her roots shall 

one stand up in his estate, which shall come with an army, and shall enter 

into the fortress of the king of the north, and shall deal against them, and 

shall prevail:  And shall also carry captives into Egypt their gods, with 

their princes, and with their precious vessels of silver and of gold; and he 

shall continue more years than the king of the north.  

 

Here is bro. Thomas’ paraphrase of these verses: 

 

5. And the king of the south, Ptolemy Soter, shall be strong, and shall be 

one of his, Alexander’s, princes, or generals; and he shall be strong 

above him, and have dominion; his dominion shall be a great dominion, 

extending over Egypt, Libya, Cyrenaica, Arabia, Palestine, Cœle-Syria, 

and most of the maritime provinces of Asia Minor; with the island of 

Cyprus, and several others in the Æegean Sea, and even some cities of 

Greece, as Cicyon and Corinth. Such was the dominion of Ptolemy Soter, 

the first Macedonian king of Egypt. 

 

6. And in the end of fifty-two years from B.C. 301, they, the kings of 

Egypt and Assyro-Macedonia, shall associate themselves together; for 

the king’s daughter of the south, Berenice, the daughter of Ptolemy 

Philadelphus, shall come, or be conducted, to Antiochus Theos, the king 

of the north, to make a marriage agreement; but she shall not retain the 

power of the arm of her father Ptolemy Philadelphus. Neither shall he, 

her husband Antiochus, stand; for Laodice, his repudiated wife, whom he 

shall receive again when he divorces Berenice after her father’s death, 

shall cause him to be poisoned. Nor shall his arm, Berenice, stand; but 

she shall be given up to suffer death; and they, the Egyptians also, that 

brought her to Syria; and he, her son, whom she brought forth, and he 

that strengthened her in these times, shall die; and thus leave her to the 

mercy of Laodice, which will be treachery and death. 

 

7. But out of a branch of her parent roots shall Ptolemy Euergetes, her 
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brother, stand up in his estate, or kingdom, and   p 399  come with an 

army, and shall enter into Antioch the capital, and the fortress of the king 

of the north, and shall deal, or make war, against them, even against 

Laodice and her son Seleucus, and shall prevail; 8. and Euergetes shall 

also carry captive into Egypt their gods, with their princes, and with their 

precious vessels of silver and of gold; and he shall continue to reign nine 

more years than the king of the north, who shall die a prisoner in Parthia 

five years before the king of Egypt. 9. So the king of the south shall 

come into his kingdom, and shall return into his own land, B.C. 244. 

 

 

You see, what was happening is that these two generals who had founded 

their respective kingdoms, no unlike Abraham and Lot, knew they were 

growing to the point where war had the potential to break out between 

them.  And they wanted to do something to guarantee the peace.  So the 

king of the south married his daughter off to the King of the North, to 

secure peace between these two great states.  But that peace agreement is 

what led to that which history calls the Great Classical Greek Wars. 

 

As bro. Thomas pointed out, Berenice married the then King of the 

North, who at that time was Antiochus Theos, after he put away his first 

wife, Laodice.  But he tired of Berenice, and took Laodice back to wife.  

But Laodice had become quite bitter about the whole matter, and when 

returned to the throne, she poisoned her husband Antiochus Theos, had 

Berenice murdered, which enraged the king of the South, and set her 

sons upon the throne. Berenice’s brother, Ptolomy Euregetes, 

immediately launched the first Classic Greek war, dealing a terrible 

defeat upon the King of the North. 

 

So the point in all this is it is not so important to us today, to consider 

whether or not the King of the North, Gog, or Russia, is in position to 

carry out a war against the Tarshish powers of Britain, and the US with 

their allies in the Middle East.  They are not.  But the most important 

thing to us is the formation of the peace treaty, the betrayal of which 

leads to Armageddon. 

 

Now this is an important lesson for us all, not to grow complacent when 

we see this peace treaty.  We know that when Russia rattles its sabers, or 

whenever Israel is engaged in war, interest in faith increases.  For 

instance, there were many Christadelphians of our generation who were 

baptized as a result of the six day war, in 1967.  It is fair to presume, 

then, that peace in the Middle East will make it more likely that folks, 

especially those weak in the faith, will let down their guard.  

 

Matt 24:46-51 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh 
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shall find so doing. Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler 

over all his goods.  But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My 

lord delayeth his coming;  And shall begin to smite his fellowservants, 

and to eat and drink with the drunken;  The lord of that servant shall 

come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not 

aware of,  And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with 

the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

 

So, what does all this have to do with the American election?  It was 

shown earlier this month, that the former Secretary of State under 

President Obama, John Kerry, was actively interfering in the foreign 

policy of the Trump administration, with Iran.  Current Secretary of 

State, Mike Pompeo, criticized Kerry this way: 

 

Chicago Tribune: “Pompeo said he would leave ‘legal determinations to 

others’ but slammed Kerry as a former secretary of state for engaging 

with ‘the world's largest state-sponsor of terror’ and telling Iran to ‘wait 

out this administration.’ He noted that just this week Iranian-backed 

militias had fired rockets at U.S. diplomatic compounds in Iraq. 

 

Kerry himself had agreed that this is what he had done, in an interview 

with Fox News: 

 

“In an interview this week with Fox News, Kerry implied that he’s 

encouraged the Iranian government to wait out Trump until there is a 

Democratic president again. 

 

“‘I think everybody in the world is talking about waiting out President 

Trump,’ Kerry said. 

 

“Those comments, in particular, appeared to gall Trump, who tweeted 

Thursday: ‘John Kerry had illegal meetings with the very hostile Iranian 

Regime, which can only serve to undercut our great work to the 

detriment of the American people. He told them to wait out the Trump 

Administration! Was he registered under the Foreign Agents Registration 

Act? BAD!’” 

 

The result of these efforts by John Kerry and others in the opposition 

party in the United States is to encourage these hostile states not to deal 

with President Trump, in that he will soon be replaced.  They have been 

suggesting that the replacement would come any number of ways, such 

as through legal proceedings, by the 25th Amendment (having the 

President declared incapable,) or by election.  A poor showing by 

President Trump’s supporters on November 6 would, one might expect, 

encourage hostile nations to continue to sit and wait for a new president 
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before making any new peace agreements.  Conversely, a good showing 

would be a very powerful message to states like Iran, Russia, and China, 

that they will have to deal with President Trump for a very long time.   

 

The new sanctions against Iran will be fully in place this month 

(November) and even the reinstitution of the more modest sanctions 

which began with the ending of US participation in the Iranian Nuclear 

Deal last May, has crushed the Iranian economy and badly inflated their 

money.  The following is from the Bloomberg Report (a Business News 

Paper) 

 

“Over the past few weeks, record temperatures, power outages, and 

water shortages, along with a 50 percent rise in the price of some food 

items, have triggered scattered protests. One person was killed and 20 

others detained in the city of Karaj, west of Tehran, in a protest on Aug. 

3. In a nearby town, about 500 people used stones and bricks to smash 

the windows of a seminary and tried to set the building on fire, local 

media reported. 

 

“As bad as things are, they’re likely to get worse. The new sanctions ban 

purchases of U.S. dollars by Iran and prevent the trade of gold, metals, 

and automobiles. Their mere prospect has fueled a record crash in the 

value of the rial, down 70 percent since May. Government attempts to 

stabilize the currency by pegging it at a set rate to the dollar backfired 

and ended up speeding its decline. The real pain, however, will hit in 

November, when the U.S. reimposes sanctions on Iran’s oil industry, the 

economy’s lifeblood, in a bid to bring the country back to the table to 

renegotiate the 2015 nuclear accord.” 

 

So Iran is under tremendous pressure to renegotiate the Nuclear 

Agreement.  There is pressure from the religious factions to increase the 

wars on all fronts, but from the civil factions to make peace.  A large part 

of the calculation on whether to work now to enter into a new peace 

agreement, or wait for a more favorable President, may very well be 

influenced by the November elections. 

 

Of course, it goes without saying that God does not need to wait for the 

whims of man in bringing about His plan for the earth.  With any 

outcome of the election, He can accomplish the things necessary for His 

plan.  Still, God does use man to do His bidding.  And these upcoming 

elections could prove quite interesting. 
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MEDITATIONS.—NO. 111 

“WATCH ye. Stand fast in the faith. Quit you like men. Be 

strong” (1 Cor. 16:13). This was Paul’s appeal to the saints in the 

ancient and wicked city of Corinth. This, also, was the Archbishop 

of Canterbury’s appeal to the thousands who gathered on 

Intercession Day in London’s great Cathedral. But what a contrast 

in the speakers, in the hearers, in the surroundings, and in the aims 

of the appeals. We try to imagine what would have been the 

apostle’s feelings if he could have awakened to the spectacle in St. 

Paul’s—if he could have seen the mighty edifice, named after and 

dedicated to him—the King and Queen, the many distinguished 

warriors and statesmen, and the host of small and great who 

thronged the building—the phalanx of surpliced ecclesiastics—and 

also if he could have listened to the music of the organ—the trained 

choir—the roll of the soldiers’ drums, and the singing of the 

National Anthem. Our imagination shows us Paul first bewildered, 

then sad, then indignant—especially as he heard his own earnest, 

impressive, spirit-prompted words to his brethren and sisters in 

Corinth perverted by the man in the pulpit, and made the means of 

justifying and encouraging war, a thing which both he and his divine 

Master so emphatically condemned. 

The Archbishop, in his address, referred to the teaching of 

Christ on the Galilean mountain-side, but dared not say that in that 

teaching Christ commanded: “Love your enemies, bless them that 

curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them that 

despitefully use you, and persecute you” (Matt. 5:44). He likewise 

spoke of the Uplifted Cross, but not of the fact that the Cross should 

be a reminder to all who profess to be Christians of their duty to 

follow the gentle, forgiving, unrevengeful life of the Crucified One. 

The Primate likewise cited words of John in Patmos, a place “almost 

within hearing of the great guns which thunder across peninsula and 

sea to-day,” but left severely alone John’s intimation of Christ’s 

imminent appearing—that Christ’s approaching kingdom would 

end the world’s troubles—that current events, such as the collapse 

of the Ottoman Empire, and the angry condition of the nations, were 

indications that the end was near. Shame! “My Lord” Archbishop. 

No oration could have been less apostolic than yours. For your own 

sake and that of others, drop your polished unbelief, and, with the 

courage that you exhort others to have, speak, without fear or favour, 

as the Oracles of God. 
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Does Dr. Thomas, in his exposition of prophecy, find a place 

for what is now transpiring in Europe and Asia, in relation to 

Prussian influences? He certainly throws out a hint that the “frog” 

influence might not necessarily be confined to France. In reading the 

hint, let us remember that the original home of the “frogs” was 

Westphalia, from whence they migrated to France. Dr. Thomas says: 

“Frogs became representative of Frenchmen (and perhaps of 

Prussians, the modern denizens of Westphalia) for the reason given 

by M. Court de Gebelin in his Primitive World compared with the 

Modern World: ‘Le crapaud désigné les marais dont sortir les 

Francs.’” And again: “They (the frogs) are the tenant reptiles typical 

of the marshy countries originally occupied by the bands of Gomer, 

which include the French” (Herald, vol. iv., p. 229). The point is 

worth discussing. At a time when Constantinople (the seat of the 

Dragon), Vienna (the seat of the Beast), and Rome (the seat of the 

False Prophet) are all the subjects of Prussian intrigue, the Doctor’s 

observation is too interesting and too weighty to be dispatched with 

a smile. We must all admit that we are living in the days of the 

fulfilment of the sixth vial prophecy—that the Euphrates is all but 

dry, and that forces are at work moving the kings of the earth and 

the whole world in the matter of war preparation. The doctor’s 

teaching concerning the frog influences in the past and future 

(Eureka, vol. iii. 560–581; 602) does not clash with the frog 

operations as suggested in the foregoing. 

Human nature is weak. It is corrupt and alive with passions 

which mightily and continually prompt us, its possessors, to run 

counter to the wishes of our Maker. No one realises this more than 

the one who knows God’s will, and is honestly and courageously 

striving to fulfil it. Such an one transgresses, suffers remorse, makes 

a resolve not to repeat the offence, and yet within twenty-four hours 

finds himself the victim of the same old sin. Shall we despair? Shall 

we give up trying? The Devil (sin) says “Yes.” Sweetly and nicely 

he whispers: “Give up. Your ideal is unpractical and unnatural; 

human nature is human nature, and you are not responsible for it.” 

But we know better than the Devil. We know exactly how matters 

stand as to the trials and temptations of the flesh and ourselves. We 

know that God expects not perfection but an unceasing effort 

towards perfection. No, we must not give up trying. We must not 

allow our sin nature to wear us out. Let us not be discouraged by the 

tumbles we encounter. Victory will be ours at last, if we but hold on. 

God has said so. Resolute, faithful fighters will, in due time, be more 
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than amply rewarded (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 26: 3:5, 12, 21). It is “the 

fearful and unbelieving” who are to be shot.   Bro. A. T. Jannaway 

1915 

 

Fellowship and Division  By Robert Roberts 

There is such a thing as "the Truth." There is such a thing as "coming out from 

among" and "having no fellowship with" the indifference and error and evil that 

prevail, however many may have become insensible to the obligation.  

It is the recognition of these that leads to division, and not any insensibility to 

the advantages of union. The many are indifferent; a few are faithful. Hence the 

fermentation. It was Christ's understanding of men, and his foresight of the 

working of things among them that led him to say:  “From henceforth there shall 

be division" (Luke 12:51-52).  

The result is inevitable in an evil world, so long as there's any faithfulness left. It 

is insinuated that withdrawal from errorists is an evil thing. This is a fashionable 

sentiment, but it is not in accord with the mind of Christ as expressed through 

the apostles. Love and union are beautiful. They are the most exquisite 

manifestations of intelligent life possible upon earth, and the earth will yet see 

their universal triumph when the purpose of God is finished.  

But meanwhile, there are other duties. The loving John says concerning those 

who "bring not the doctrine of Christ" that the faithful are to "receive them not 

into their house" (2 John 10). And Jesus, in his message through the same John, 

commends one ecclesia for acting on this discrimination, and condemns one for 

not--  

"Thou (Ephesus) CANST NOT BEAR them that are evil, but have tried them 

that say they are apostles, and hast found them liars" (Rev. 2:2). 

"Thou (Thyatira) sufferest that woman Jezebel, who calleth herself a prophetess, 

to teach and seduce my servants..." (Rev. 2:20). 

Schism is the result of acting out these principles, and it is a good thing, if 

intelligently and faithfully done. It is a painful and apparently unfriendly 

process: but there is no choice with those who would be friendly to God first.  

The Truth has been an' obscure and weak thing from the beginning. From its 

nature it cannot become popular, because it runs counter to human feeling in so 

many practical ways not seen at first. Its true friends know this, and they are not 

working to obtain public success, or even public notice. They are simply 

carrying out orders. Christ calls for the exhibition of the Light, and they exhibit 

it. --February 1891 
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Sheba and Dedan 
 
With the United States and Saudi Arabia caught up in a diplomatic mess 

over the assassination of a Saudi journalist who worked for the 

Washington Post in the US, it might be a good time to explore why the 

relationship between Saudi Arabia and the United States is so important 

to Bible Prophesy.  Ezekiel 38 speaks to a relationship between the 

Tarshish powers and two states called ”Sheba and Dedan” who set 

themselves in the Middle East for the defense of Israel. 

 

Eze 38:13 Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, with all the 

young lions thereof, shall say unto thee, Art thou come to take a spoil? 

hast thou gathered thy company to take a prey? to carry away silver and 

gold, to take away cattle and goods, to take a great spoil?   

 

One can note that Ezekiel sees these states as saying “art thou come...”.  

This indicates that these nations are already in the land of Israel, 

watching Gog come against them.  Thus, as none of these states naturally 

exist in the land of Israel, the prophet is explaining to us with this 

language that these states shall have moved into Israel, and are therefore 

set for the defense of Israel. 

 

The assassination of the journalist Jamal Kashoggi in the Saudi Arabian 

Embassy in Turkey, has apparently set the world on edge, but it is just a 

normal occurrence in the ongoing battle for supremacy among the Sunni 

Arabs in the Middle East.  As we have mentioned in our writings before, 

the battle for the hearts and minds of the Sunni Arabs is between the 

Muslim Brotherhood, and the Wahhabi Arabs.  The differences between 

these groups is subtle.  Both groups are on record as believing that they 

must resist all western influences, and return Islam to its 7th century 

roots.  The Muslim Brotherhood believes this should be accomplished 

through the will of the populations, while the Wahhabi believes that the 

royal family of Saudi Arabia, the House of Saud, is solely responsible for 

Islamic policy.   

 

While this is always a point of friction between the two, it has recently 

intensified.  The Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia, Prince Mohammad bin 

Salmon, has recently set himself up as a reformer, and as an example has 

begun permitting such things as women driving in Saudi Arabia.  As 

such, he has come under great criticism from the Muslim Brotherhood. 

 

In the US press, Kashoggi is said to have been a supporter of democracy.  

While it is true, that Kashoggi and the Muslim Brotherhood do say they 

want to have the populations of the various states vote, the Muslim 
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Brotherhood only supports this idea knowing that the Muslim 

Brotherhood is the more popular brand of Islam, and will win most 

elections, such as is currently the case in Turkey, and was the case in 

Egypt, in 2015, the so called, “Arab Sprint.”  This would also be the case 

in Saudi Arabia, should they be allowed to vote on such things.  But the 

Wahhabi are not in any way democratic.  They very much oppose 

democracy, as the House of Saud sets all the policy for the Wahhabis, 

and are alone responsible for the administration of the Muslim Holy 

Sites, of Mecca and Medina. 

 

This conflict is growing in the recent controversy, as Turkey, which is 

dominated by Muslim Brotherhood, is showing itself quite anxious to 

embarrass the House of Saud, and the Wahhabis.  This also plays into the 

interests of Europe, who would like to see the Wahhabis embarrassed, as 

they are strong opponents of the Iranian Peace Agreement, as well as the 

Democratic Party in the US, which would like to see the here to fore 

successful relationship between President Trump and the House of Saud 

weakened, as well as being supporters of the Iranian Peace Agreement. 

 

That is the smaller scale battle taking place.  The larger one, and the one 

that concerns the American government is the resistance of Saudi Arabia 

to Iran.  The fear that Saudi Arabia has of the growing strength of Iran, 

has become the bulwark of the American policy in the Middle East.  The 

current US Security Advisor, John Bolton, has joked in the past that if 

Israel would bomb the Iranian nuclear sites, Saudi Arabia would light 

barrels of oil across the dessert, pointing out the way to Iran for Israeli 

planes.   

 

The US has successfully used their improving relationship with Saudi 

Arabia to unify all the Sunni states except Turkey, and perhaps Qatar, to 

withdraw financial support from the Palestinians on the West Bank, and 

to allow the cutting off of all military supplies to Hamas in the Gaza 

Strip; and to lay the foundation for a peace agreement in the Middle East.  

This is exactly as the Bible prophesy tells us, things must be at the time 

of the end. 

 

So the question becomes, how do we know that Sheba and Dedan of old, 

represent modern day Saudi Arabia?  There are two Sheba and Dedans 

mentioned in the Scriptures, and one more Sheba mentioned without 

Dedan.  The first Sheba and Dedan are grandsons of Cush, great 

grandsons of Ham.  The second Sheba and Dedan are grandsons of 

Abraham by Katurah.  The descendants of Cush appear to have moved 

north and east into Afghanistan, neighboring the Assyrian Cush we 

spoke of last month.  The descendants of Abraham moved south of 

Abraham, into the Arabian Desert where the land was named after one of 



379 

 

their brothers, Midian.  These descendants of Abraham are the Sheba and 

Dedan who enjoyed a special relationship according to secular history, 

with Tarshish.   

 

We know of no ancient map which specifically identifies Dedan.  But in 

two of the mentions of Dedan in the Scriptures, their destiny is tied up 

with that of Edom. 

 

Jer 49:8  Flee ye, turn back, dwell deep, O inhabitants of Dedan; for I 

will bring the calamity of Esau upon him, the time that I will visit him.  

 

Eze 25:13  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also stretch out 

mine hand upon Edom, and will cut off man and beast from it; and I will 

make it desolate from Teman; and they of Dedan shall fall by the sword.  

 

And a third one has its destiny tied to that of the Arabians: 

Jer 25:23-24  Dedan, and Tema, and Buz, and all that are in the utmost 

corners,   And all the kings of Arabia, and all the kings of the mingled 

people that dwell in the desert...” 

 

This agrees with secular history.  

Secular history tells us that the city 

of Dedan is modern day Al Ula, in 

northern Saudi Arabia.  Al Ula is an 

oasis, or as Isaiah calls it, a forest in 

Arabia (Isa. 21:13) and its history 

show at least three, and some say 

four separate peoples inhabited this 

particular oasis.  It is conveniently 

located 250 miles north of Medina, 

nearly the same distance by which 

Medina is north of Mecca, thus 

forming an important trade route.   

 

The civilization contemporary with 

the Old Testament was that of Dedan, and the Dedanite peoples, who left 

the area in the sixth century BC, exactly the time that the Scriptures 

prophesied a great punishment upon them.   This conquering of Dedan is 

mentioned in the Harran Inscriptions of Nebonidus, King of Babylon, 

(and grandson of Nebuchadnezzar,) which have been dated between 568 

and 532 BC.  (It was this Nebonidus who lived in the Arabian Dessert 

during his reign, having his brother Belshazzar reign as his proxy in 

Babylon.) 
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As Dedan represents the northern portion of Saudi Arabia, so Sheba 

represents the southern portion.  Sheba is said to be the capital of the 

Sabeans, whose empire was centered around the opening of the Persian 

Gulf, at one time including both sides of the Persian Gulf, but eventually 

retreating to the areas known today as Oman, United Arab Emirates, and 

south western Saudi Arabia.  From there it expanded westward, to 

encompass the entire southern coast line. 

 

This map shows the 

Himyarite Kingdom,, 

which is said by 

historians to have 

conquered the Sabean 

Kingdom around the 

first century.  You can 

see that one of the 

regions is named 

“Sabean” 

 
And while worldly historians argue about the dates for the start of the 

Sabean Empire, there is little dispute as to the location of that the empire, 

particularly as it would relate to the days of Ezekiel.  It would have 

encompassed the entire southern coastline of the Saudi Peninsula, from 

the Persian Gulf to the Red Sea. 

 

So it would be safe to say that Dedan represents the northern portions of 

Saudi Arabia, Sheba represents the southern portion, along with the 

states of Yemen, Oman, and the UAE. 

 

 
This map shows the earliest known 

locations for the kingdoms of the 

Sabeans around the 10th century 

BC.  The north west body of water is 

the Persian Gulf, while the south 

body of water is the Indian Ocean.  

Saba, thought to be Sheba, is the 

grey patch in what would today be 

Iran.  It is thought they were 

ultimately forced across the Persian 

Gulf to Saudi Arabia, and Oman. 
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The Holiness of God 

by Jimmy Somerville 

 

If there is a topic that has been glossed over by much of modern 

Christianity—this is it. We hear about the God of love, about “Amazing 

Grace”, about the God who gives rest to the weary—but the God of 

holiness?…holiness is different. Whoever hears or talks about the 

holiness of God? Beloved brethren and sisters, how we understand the 

person and character of God, should and does, affects every aspect of our 
lives. We must have a proper understanding of holiness. 

How can man comprehend the Holiness of God? When Israel was 

delivered through the red Sea and saw the great Egyptian army dead on 

the banks we read: Exo 15:11 “Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among 

the gods? who is like thee, glorious in holiness…?” The word glorious 

means, “to be great or magnificent: “God is great, He is magnificent in 

holiness! When the ancient Hebrews wanted to emphasize a thing, they 

would repeat it. IE “Vanity of vanity” It emphasizes the utter vanity of 

what he is talking about. Or “The Holy of Holies” the absolute most holy 

place you can imagine on earth. Where is anything in the scriptures ever 

elevated to the third level? And if so, how could that be; if the repetition, 
or two indicates the ultimate? 

Only once in the Scripture is any attribute of God ever elevated to the 

third degree. Only once, is a characteristic of God mentioned three times 

in succession. The Bible says that God is holy, holy, holy. Not that he is 

merely holy, or even holy, holy. No brethren and sisters, we are told that 

God is holy, holy, holy.” 

Isaiah saw visions of God: Isa 6:3 “And one cried unto another, and said, 

Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his 

glory.” Not only is this said here, but in Rev. 4, when the saints, who 

have been redeemed are around the throne we read: “and they rest not 

day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, … Thou art 

worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power:...” 

“Thus saith God the LORD, he that created the heavens, and stretched 

them out; he that spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it; 

he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk 

therein…I am Yahweh: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to 

another.” Isa 42:5-8 

We all possess “sin in the flesh” which makes us head strong, with the 

desire to glorify ourselves. God demands that this affection be directed to 

him. He has placed us here on probation. Do we recognize him, His 

holiness, and desire to return praise and honor to him? Or do we seek 

that for ourselves? The earth will eventually be filled with God’s glory, 
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and be possessed by those who have rendered obedience and love to him 
during this time of probation. 

How do we know if we are living a life that will be found acceptable to 

him? Well, God is holy, holy, holy; and we are told “Be ye holy for I am 

holy”! I would like to look at two quick examples of failure and then 

concentrate our thoughts on success. The first lesson in failure we find at 

the dedication of the Mosaic order. Nadab and Abahu, although doing 

everything else exactly correct for the offering, used fire which had not 

come from the altar. The almighty God did not like the change that 

Nadab and Abahu made, and He smote them dead on the spot. Lev 10:3 

“Then Moses said unto Aaron, 

This is it that the LORD spake, saying, I will be sanctified in them that 

come nigh me, and before all the people I will be glorified.” Or, in plain 

English of today “This is what God meant when He said, I must be 

regarded as holy by any that approach to me, and before all the people I 
must be glorified.” 

The lesson is emphatically clear! “I must be regarded as holy by any that 

approach to me”. Holy- set apart or sanctified if we are going to dare to 

approach the almighty, living God. 

The second incident of failure is when David attempted to bring the ark 

to Jerusalem. He failed to do it correctly. Uzza was killed, and the ark 

did not make it to Zion. Do we need any greater lessons on holiness? It 

had nothing to do with David’s attitude! God requires us to do things His 

way—not our way, not a combination, not almost or just about. It did not 

matter that David’s intentions were good, God is consistent in his 

message. “I must be regarded as holy by any that approach to me.” 

Before a second attempt to bring up the ark, David pens Psalm 15. This 

is a question and answer psalm. David asks a question in the first verse, 

and we are given the answer in the remaining four verses. We will 

consider this psalm as it give us a blueprint for holiness. 

The question asked by David in verse one is: Lord, Who should ascend 

the Holy Hill and dwell with the Ark? This was a matter of no small 

consequence, for David’ first attempt failed. On the second attempt, he is 
concerned about doing everything according to God’s appointments. 

Although David’s concern was the bringing up of the ark; the spirit that 

was in him was asking a far bigger question. To be permitted approach to 

God, to abide at his dwelling place in that holy hill at the center of the 

temple mount is the ultimate purpose of God with mankind. So the 

question is of utmost importance to us--Who shall dwell in that holy hill? 
Will it be you and me, or will we be denied access? 

The real question being asked is: “Yahweh: Thou high and holy One, 

who shall be permitted to have fellowship with thee? The heavens are not 
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pure in thy sight, and thou chargest thine angels with folly, who then of 

mortal mold shall dwell with thee?” A sense of the glory of the Lord and 

of the holiness, which concerns all His appointments, excites the humble 

mind to ask the solemn question before us. WHO? Where angels bow to 

worship, how shall we be able to worship at all?  

The un-informed and un-thinking may imagine it to be a very easy matter 

to approach unto the Most High, and when professedly engaged in his 

worship they have no questionings as to their fitness for it. But we if 

truly recognize our position, we will be humbled and shrink under a 

sense of utter un-worthiness, and would not dare to approach the throne 

of the God of holiness; if it were not for Jesus, our Lord, our Advocate, 

the Lord our righteousness. 

Who shall dwell in thy holy hill? Who shall be a citizen of Zion? All 

men do not have this privilege, nay, even among those professing to be 

brethren and sisters of Christ many will not meet the requirements. 

Brethren and sisters, when we understand what the requirements of 

holiness are, we clearly see, that only the spotless Son of God qualified 

to stand with acceptance before the Majesty on high. 

Because we recognize that we are unable to do it ourselves, many in 

Christendom teach that it is all therefore, on Christ’s shoulders -believe 

in him and you will be saved, in spite of who you are. But if he died for 

us, why do we die? And that is not very righteous of God, to kill Jesus 

“for us,” and then make us die also. That is the problem with the Trinity, 

or any doctrine like “clean flesh”, or that Jesus had a “free life” IE very 

good nature. Those doctrines do not proclaim God’s holiness, instead 

they make Him unjust! Even the partial atonement doctrine accepted by 

many Christadelphians, fails utterly on the doctrine of God’s holiness. 

This doctrinal error recognizes that Christ had the exact nature as we do. 

They argue against “Clean flesh” and clam they don’t teach it. They say 

he had the same potential as we, but in the case of Christ, he overcame 

his nature, and it did not produce sin in his case. So even though he had 

“sin-in-the-flesh” (or potential for sin) there was no sin committed; 

therefore he did not need to offer for himself. In him was no sin at all; he 

offered for us. You may say, OK, I now see a difference but, if they 

acknowledge that Jesus had the same nature as us, then what is the big 

deal? Well, it destroys the holiness of God. 

Let me illustrate the problem this theory causes. Attorney General, Eric 

Holder, made a ruling that Jahard Tsarnaev (Sir-ni us) was to face the 

death penalty for the Boston marathon bombing. That surprised me as 

Eric Holder was a strong opponent of the death penalty. However, in this 

case, where many innocent people were hurt or killed, he did not want to 

be seen as light on terror, or Muslim extremism, so he went for the death 

penalty. He needed to show how much he was against what happened in 
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Boston. That is why God had Jesus killed says most Christians, showing 
how much He was against sin. 

Now let’s say, for a moment that the terrorist had not been caught; and a 

few weeks later there is an explosion at Fenway Park. Then another at 

the Patriots game, then the Celts and then the Bruins games had 

explosions. As the governor of MA, I decide I need to show just how 

much I am against terrorism. To demonstrate to everyone exactly how I 

feel about these terror attacks I decide to hold a public execution. I have 

decided to pick my innocent son, as the person that will be executed, and 

demonstrate how much I deplore terrorism, willing to kill my own son! 

He says??? Why me? I am innocent! 

I understand that; I am not accusing you; there is no question you are not 

guilty, but I need to demonstrate how much I deplore terrorism, and I 

decided that, because you are an outstanding law abiding person, and my 

beloved son, that you would be the best one to publicly show this. He 

would say, “isn’t there another way for you to show this, can’t you come 

up with a different plan.” I say, no, I must execute you, this is how it 

must be. So, because he is also against what has been going on, he agrees 

to go along with my plan. When it comes time to execute him, he pleads 

and begs me to find another way but never the less, willingly go through 

with my plan if I insist. So he cooperates. He is executed and the 

bombings continue unabated after this. 

Now that was very benevolent and noble of my son. Nobody can say 

anything but good about what he did. But, what about ME, the guy that 

came up with that plan? What would you say to, or about me and the 

plan I devised to kill my innocent son, to pacify my anger? I would hear 
things like, not fair, unjust, not right, bad idea to kill someone like that. 

That is the exact position that we place God in if you believe He devised 

a plan to have an innocent man tortured and killed, either to pacify his 

anger, or to show just how much He hates sin, and do it “for us” who 

really deserve death. Yet we are told that, “Yet it pleased the LORD to 

bruise him and that he hath put him to grief:” Isa. 52:10 

God said, “good plan, I am pleased” and then we come each week and 

celebrate his death. We say, “Good plan”! Why do we celebrate his death 

each week? Rom 3:25 “Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation 

through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission 

of sins” How does that plan declare Gods righteousness? How does that 

plan make God holy? Paul did not leave it at that, but repeats and 

emphasizes it in the next verse. (26) To declare, I say, at this time his 

righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which 

believeth in Jesus.” How can God be just with a plan like that? Because, 

God made a plan where He could remove sin in the flesh, by the 
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condemnation of the flesh that bears it, and thus He declared his 
righteousness. 

Brothers and sisters, sin-in-the-flesh means sinful flesh. Christ had sin in 

his flesh the same as we do. That is the root cause of all this world’s 

problems. The physical body is the root of all sin! It is the devil, it is the 

diablos! Instead of looking at the moral side of Christ, the sinless, 
absolutely perfect man, let’s look at the physical, human side of him. 

Picture Jesus struggling against the temptations of the flesh, every hour 

of every day of his life. He knows he cannot give into it even once for a 

few seconds. The leaders were trying their best to provoke him into 

doing, or saying something that would get him into trouble. But his 

biggest problem was his own flesh, it was relentless, as is ours, always 

trying to get him to give into it, as he strove to continue a sinless life of 

perfect obedience. He is constantly pressured on every side, every day, 

every hour. That body was killing a sinless man! But worse than that, far 

worse than that brethren and sisters, it was trying to kill him eternally, by 

tempting him to sin. Trying to get him to give in, just like it does to us! 

It was a terrible struggle for him, a never ending onslaught to try to 

destroy him. Jesus understood the need to have his flesh killed. It is like 

us going to a dentist to have a tooth pulled. Not that we want to go 

through with the ordeal, but we need to rid ourselves of the cause of the 

problem once and for all. Jesus cooperated with his father in this plan to 

kill the flesh. 

Was it unjust for God to kill the morally sinless Jesus? If he did not have 

sin in his flesh, then it would have been. If it was only there potentially, 

then it would have been. But, he did have real physical sin in the flesh 

that needed to be dealt with. And from the Garden of Eden, the method 
of dealing with sin was, kill it with death. 

Back to Rom. 3: “To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he 

(God) might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.” 

The word “declare” means to exhibit. How was God’s holiness and 

righteousness exhibited in Christ’s crucifixion? Remember when Israel 

murmured in the wilderness? Num. 21 “And the LORD sent fiery 

serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of 

Israel died.. (8) And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery 

serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one 

that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. (9) And Moses made a 

serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a 

serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he 

lived.” What? Why a serpent? Why look up to a serpent that was the 

cause of their problems? Jesus comments on this John 3 “And as Moses 

lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be 

lifted up” You remember that serpent in the wilderness, that is me! 
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As Jesus hung on the cross it was a public display of the fatal wound, 

delivered to the head of the serpent. God declared, or exhibited, His 

righteousness in Jesus sacrifice. Jesus indeed lived a sinless life and 

defeated the diabolos at every turn, but it was still, always there---until 

he was killed. Then sins flesh had no more power to do anything---it 
lost—it was defeated-- it was dead, the diabolos lost! 

As that body hung there it exhibited God’s holiness and justness to the 

whole world, that this is how human nature must be treated in harmony 

with His holiness. The flesh will kill you, no matter what. It will never 

cease to temp you, to try to cause you to sin and fail. It is relentless, it is 

fit only for destruction. God’s righteousness is displayed in the death of 

flesh, else why do infants die? Where is God’s righteousness seen in 

that? No, brethren and sisters; sin-in-the flesh is physical; it is in our 

chromosomes, in our DNA, in our genes, physically in our flesh! And fit 
only for destruction. 

In his booklet, “The Blood of Christ” bro Roberts says: “The crucifixion 

of Christ as a ‘declaration of the righteousness of God’ and a 

‘condemnation of sin in the flesh’, exhibited to the world the righteous 

treatment of sin. It was as tough it was proclaimed to all the world, when 

the body was nailed to the cross: ‘this is how condemned human nature 

should be treated according to the righteousness of God; it is fit only for 

destruction.” 

This is true only, if that body had sin, only if it was the serpent that was 

lifted up, otherwise it would just be another figure of speech, another 

type, it would be the same as the blood of bulls and goats, which we are 

told that it was impossible by the blood of bulls and goats to take away 
sin. Why? Because they did not have sin in their flesh! 

Christ has now opened the way past the grave and assured us that we can 

now have the opportunity to join in that holiness that was out of our 

reach! David in Psalm 15 he gives us the blueprint, the necessary tools to 

be holy; and where we fall short, we are assured that Christ will make up 

the difference, if we, as his holy brothers and sisters humbly seek it in 

prayer.  

A very plain answer is given to the question before us. Who Shall Dwell 

in Thy Holy Hill? Verse two tells us; “He that walketh uprightly, and 

worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart” We must BE 

HOLY, be sincere in our religion and be what we professes to be. An 

Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile; whose faith is unfeigned, whose 

love is without dissimulation, whose hope is without hypocrisy, and his 

whole conduct without fraud and deceit. We must be upright in walk and 

downright in honesty. Think of the importance in ancient times to “walk 

uprightly”. Consider those who carry precious wares in baskets on their 

heads. They would lose it all if they were to lose their perpendicular. 
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Their trip would be totally in vain, and all the labor for the goods they 

carried would be lost, if even for only a few seconds they failed to keep 

their perpendicular-did not walk uprightly! Remember upright in walk – 
downright in honesty. 

V.3He that backbiteth not with his tongue, ... nor taketh up a reproach 

against his neighbour. This verse deals with the use of the tongue. The 

tongue is the instrument either of a great deal of good, or a great deal of 

evil. Christ assures us, "By thy words-- thou shalt be justified, and by thy 

words --thou shalt be condemned." We are also told, “Death and life are 

in the power of the tongue.” Behold, how great a matter a little fire 

kindleth!” We are exhorted to “Sound speech that cannot be 
condemned.” 

Verse 4 turns our attention to our inward thoughts toward others: 

“In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honoureth them that 

fear the LORD. 

Movie stars, entertainers, and sports figures are the individuals that are 

looked up to, and emulated toady. These are some of the most-vile 

people on earth! People, including brothers and sisters of Christ, derive 

their enjoyment from watching movies, soap operas and TV shows, 

where these people behave in a most vile manor. The immorality, the 

violence, the deceptions, the profanity, which we would never indulge in 

ourselves; yet we sit back and are entertained by those vile persons 

performing these ungodly and unholy deeds. Paul, after listing these 

things says: “Who, knowing the judgment of God, that they which 

commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have 

pleasure in them that do them. (Ro 1:32) They “have pleasure in them 

that do them” Are these things the sources of our entertainment? Do we 

gain our relaxation and pleasure from them? Or do we hold them in utter 
contempt? UNHOLY! “In whose eyes a vile person is contemned” 

How can a people called to holiness, justify some of the things that we 
engage in? The next verse goes on: 

“He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not. He that putteth not 

out his money to usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent”. Here he 

introduces striving for material gain. Materialism wreaks havoc with 

holiness! The message here is, we must scorn and abhor wrong and 

fraud. It is not worth it. We cannot reckon that a good bargain, which is 

made with a lie, or based on deceit, can in any way be acceptable to us. 

He who wrongs his neighbor will prove, in the end, at the final 

reckoning, to have most injured himself. Paul asks, “Why do ye not 

rather take wrong? Why do ye not rather [suffer yourselves to] be 

defrauded?” 
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David concludes the psalm with the words: He that doeth these things 

shall never be moved. But how can we, brethren and sisters do these 

things? 

Christ work has guaranteed that he will bridge the gap and makeup for 

our failures. Yes, but only AFTER we have done our best! If we, like 

him do our utmost to overcome the diabolos and crucify the flesh with its 

affections and lusts. His sacrifice is not to make up for our lack of 

devotion, our lack of love, or lack of commitment, our lack of holiness. 

The responsibility now rests squarely upon our shoulders. The way has 

been opened, the guarantee is there, IF we do our best; BUT -- it is up to 

us to do our best. What an awesome responsibility we have. 

We will conclude with Rev 22: “Behold, I come quickly; and my reward 

is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” How is 

this judgment conducted? He is not going to change who we are. The 

verse continues; 

"He that is unjust, let him be unjust still". He that now acts 

unrighteously, will be so; there will be no change made to us, no 

regeneration, repentance, or reformation. "And he which is filthy, let him 

be filthy still, he that is righteous, let him be righteous still,---and here 

comes the last one brothers and sisters, and he that is holy, let him be 

holy still.” Some are cleansed by the blood of Christ, others are not; our 

position depends on our actions, out thoughts, our words, our deeds, our 
holiness. 

Let us be a holy people, so that we can dwell in the holy hill of Zion, for 

we are commanded; “Be ye holy, for I am holy!” 

 

Happy Is He That Hath The Ail of Jacob  

(Psa. 146:5) 

The essence of happiness is to rejoice in what IS -- not in the deceptive 

will-o-the-wisp pursuit of what we imagine might be. And there is plenty 

to rejoice in, if we will take time off from our self-pity and unhappiness 

and vain desire to look around us with the eye of faith and love and 

thanksgiving. We have been assured on the Highest Authority that "ALL 

things work together for good to those who love God." And it is all the 

assurance we ever need for permanent happiness. And if we in perfect 

faith wholeheartedly embrace this assurance, we shall find, in the 

marvelous contrivance of God's love, that we shall more and more be 

permitted to perceive and comprehend just HOW all things in our life 

ARE working together for good, dark though may be the side of them 

that presents itself to us at the moment. --GVG 
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Godliness was Manifest in the flesh 

 

1 TIM. 3:16 —Sir Isaac Newton (quoted by G.N.J. in a Chicago paper) 

says in reference to the original Greek of this verse:—“All the churches 

for the first 400 or 500 years, and the authors of all the ancient versions, 

Jerome as well as the rest, read, ‘Great is the mystery of godliness which 

was manifested in the flesh. . . . With the ancienter versions agree the 

writers of the first five centuries, both Greeks and Latins. For they, in all 

their discourses to prove the Deity of the Son, never allege this text, that 

I can find, as they would all have done, and some of them frequently, had 

they read, ‘God manifested in the flesh;’ and therefore they read ‘o’ 

(which). . . In all the times of the hot and lasting Arian controversy it 

never came into play; though now those disputes are over, they that read 

‘God manifested in the flesh’ think it one of the most obvious and 

pertinent texts for the business. The churches, therefore, of those ages 

were absolute strangers to this reading. For on the contrary, their writers, 

as often as they have any occasion to cite the reading then in use, 

discover that it was ‘o’ (which). For, though they cite it not to prove the 

Deity of the Son, yet in their commentaries, and sometimes in other 

discourse, they produce it.” After proving the truth of this assertion by 

numerous citations, Newton goes on to say: “And the man that first 

began thus to alter the sacred text was Macedonius, the Patriarch of 

Constantinople, in the beginning of the sixth century: for the Emperor 

Anastasius banished him for corrupting it (A. D. 512). . . . But his own 

party, which at length prevailed, defended him, as if oppressed by 

calumnies; and so received that reading for genuine, which he had put 

about among them. For now ready are all parties to receive what they 

reckon on their side, Jerome well knew when he recommended the 

testimony of ‘the Three in Heaven” (1 John 5:7) by its usefulness; and 

we have a notable instance of this in the last age, when the churches, 

both Eastern and Western, received this testimony in a moment in their 

Greek Testaments, and still continue with great zeal and passion to 

defend it for the ancient reading against the authority of all the Greek 

manuscripts. The Alexandrine manuscript and one of Colbert’s and Cyril 

read ‘os.’ So there are some ancient Greek manuscripts which read ‘o’ 

and others ‘os’; but I do not hear of any Latin ones, either ancient or 

modern, which read ‘Theos.’ And besides to read ‘theos’ makes the 

sense obscure and difficult. For how can it properly be said ‘that God 

was justified in the spirit?’ but to read ‘o’ (which), an interpret of Christ, 

as the ancient Christians did, without restraining it to His divinity, makes 

the sense very easy. For the promised and long-expected Messias, the 

hope of Israel, is to us the great mystery of godliness. And this mystery 

was at length manifested to the Jews from the time of his baptism and 

justified to be the person whom they expected.”  CHDN.1884, 571-572 
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Hints For Bible Markers 

By bro. Beryl Snyder 

The Psalms 

Psalm 9:11 

Sing praises to the LORD, which dwelleth in Zion: declare among 

the people his doings. 
 

Many times throughout the Psalms the act of singing praise to 

God is brought out. This is the second time it is mentioned in this 

Psalm. Some thoughts were brought out in the July number this year 

on the second verse of this Psalm where it is declared, “I will sing 

praise to thy name, O thou most High.”  

 

In the opening portion of this Psalm the punishment of the 

wicked servants was declared. The Lord God was a refuge for the 

righteous during their many times of trial and tribulation, especially 

for the son of the living God. Here we have the declaration to sing 

praises to Yahweh. In the book of Acts we have a wonderful example 

praise being sung during times of trouble. “And when they had laid 

many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailer to 

keep them safely: Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the 

inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks. And at midnight Paul and 

Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them.” 

(Acts 16:23-25) This is the state of mind we must rise to as brethren 

and sisters of Christ. It is exceedingly difficult during times of trouble 

put our minds past the troubles we are enduring, to find it in our 

hearts praise God, to realize these things are for our benefit, to draw 

us nigh unto Him. As Paul exhorted the Ephesians (5:19) “Speaking to 

yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 

melody in your heart to the Lord;” and Colossians (3:16) “Let the word of 

Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one 

another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your 

hearts to the Lord.” Not just Sunday mornings, while at Sunday school 

and meeting, but all the time. Keeping in our minds the 

unrighteousness around us is not to be enjoyed, because it is only fit 

for destruction. Indeed, there are many psalms, just as there are many 

of our hymns, which desire this age of rule by man be brought to a 

fitting END with the destruction of the wicked. The first 37 hymns in 

our hymn book are from the Psalms, with sixteen of them 

mentioning/desiring the destruction of the wicked. Our hymns 16 and 

17 come from Psalm nine and bring these points home to us as we 

sing them. 


