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BELOVED brethren and sisters in Christ Jesus: Loving greetings 
in our Master's Saving Name. 

It has been several years since our last ecclesial news. Many 
events have transpired since our last report. Certainly these 
events remind us that we are living in the latter days yet by 
these things are encouraged to look up, and lift up our heads for 
our redemption draweth nigh (Lk 21:18). 

Since our last report we have enjoyed the company and fellow
ship of bro. Dan & sis. Jennifer Clubb (Carrollton, TX); bro. Tim 
Clubb, sisters Cathy, Anne and Sarah Clubb (London, Canada), 
sis. Shirley Koyl (Salado, TX), bro. Tim Calk, sis. Cathy Goble 
and sis. Jeannie Willis (Houston, TX). 

We have been blessed with the opportunity to attend the Hye 
Gatherings, and have often partaken of the London, Canada 
Gathering as well, being strengthened by the mutual association, 
fellowship, exhortations and lectures shared by all. 

At the Hye Gathering for 2017 we rejoiced at the application, 
examination and baptism of JONATHAN CLUBB on July 31, 
2017 in the Pedernales River across from the Hye grounds. Our 
new brother Jonathan was given the right hand offellowship the 
following Sunday, August 6th at the memorial service at Hye. 

We have enjoyed travels to visit the Houston Ecclesia, London 
Ecclesia, Carrollton Ecclesia and recently the Lansdale, Pennsyl
vania Ecclesia to fellowship and break bread with those sharing 
our precious hope. 

With love in Christ to all those of like faith, bro. Jason Clubb 

FRATERNAL GATHERINGS (If The Lord Will) 
HYE, TX-Mon., Jul. 29-Sun., Aug. 4-bro. Dan Clubb, 4015 Black Oak Dr., 
Carrollton, Texas, USA 75007. Phone (972) 800-1858; Email: danclubb@ 
verizon.net. 
LONDON, ON-Sat., & Sun., Oct. 12 & 13-bro. Tim Clubb, 202 Millbank Dr., 
London, Ontario, Canada N6C 4W1; Phone (519) 455-9962; Email: timclubb@ 
hotmail.com 

"THE BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN (ISSN 0199-4131) is published 
monthly for $15.00 U.S. per year by The Berean Christadelphian, 3540 
Pineridge, Houston, Texas, U.S.A. 77009. Periodicals postage paid at 
Houston, Texas, U.S.A. 77201 . POSTMASTER: Send address chang
es to THE BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN, 3540 Pineridge, Houston, 
Texas, U.S.A. 77009." 
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Studies and Thoughts 
THE MYSTERY OF THE GOSPEL 

BY BROTHER JOHN THOMAS 

"Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and 
searched diligently." (1 Pet. 1: 10). 

There was "a mystery" that was connected with the Gospel 
which was not manifested in the proclamation of it before the 
day of Pentecost. The people were taught in parables, but the 
apostles were favored with an interpretation of them in private; 
for, said Jesus to them-

"To you it is given to know the Mystery of the Kingdom of God, 
but to them it is not given" (Mk. 4:11; Matt. 13:11). 

Referring to this, Paul says-
''My Gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ according to 

the revelation of the MYSTERY, which was kept secret since the 
world began, but NOW is made manifest, and by the Scriptures 
of the prophets ... made known to all nations for the obedience 
of faith" (Rom. 16:25, 26). 

''Pray for me that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known 
the MYSTERY OF THE GOSPEL, for which I am an ambassador 
in bonds"(Eph. 6:19). 

''By revelation God hath made known unto me (Paul), the 
MYSTERY, which in other ages was not made known to the sons 
of men, AS IT IS NOW REVEALED unto the holy apostles and 
prophets by the spirit; 

"That the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and of the same 
body, and partakers of His promise in Christ by the Gospel. 

"To me was given to make all men see what is the FELLOW
SHIP of the MYSTERY, which, from the beginning of the world 
(a.no twv a.l wvwv) hath been hid in God, Who created all things: 

"To the intent that NOW unto the principalities and powers 
in the high places might be made known through the church the 
multifarious wisdom of God" (Eph. 3:3-10). 

From these writings we learn that the Gospel of the King
dom of God is a phrase which embraces the whole subject; and 
that the "Mystery of the Kingdom," and the "Fellowship of the 
Mystery," are things pertaining to the Gospel of the Kingdom 
in a special sense, but unknown until revealed to the apostles. 
The mysteries of the Kingdom were placed on record in the 
sacred writings; but their signification was hidden from the 
prophets themselves, until ''THE KEYS" thereof were vouchsafed 
to the apostles. Hence, says Peter-

"Of the salvation of souls (l!Juxwv) the prophets have inquired 
and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should 
come UNTO YOU: 

"Searching what, or what manner of time the spirit of Christ 
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which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the 
SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST, and the glory that should follow. 

"Unto them it was revealed that NOT UNTO THEMSELVES, 
but unto us did they minister the things which are now reported 
unto you by them that have preached the Gospel unto you with 
the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven; which things the angels 
desire to look into" (1 Pet. 1:10-12). 

The Mystery of the Kingdom, then, has been made known, 
and we find that it had relation to the sufferings of the Christ; 
and repentance, remission of sins, and eternal life in his Name, 
to the Jews first and afterwards to the Gentiles. 

The prophets, who foretold these things, were not able to 
penetrate the mystery of them; and the angels themselves, who 
brought the word to them, desired to understand them. But this 
was not permitted; and it was preserved as a secret until after 
the sufferings of Christ, which were to be the foundation of the 
manifestation. 

When the "point of time" drew nigh for-
"The finishing of the transgression, the making an end of 

sin-offerings, the making reconciliation for iniquity, and the 
bringing in of everlasting righteousness" (Dan. 9:24). 
-Jesus who had been anointed the Most Holy, the sealed proph
et of the Father, and fully confirmed as Messiah the Prince, 
selected one man of the twelve (who had the least reason to exalt 
himself above his brethren as "the prince of the apostles"), as the 
depository of the keys of the Mysteries of the Kingdom of God. 

This highly-honored individual was Simon Peter, son of Jonas, 
who denied his master with oaths and curses. But being convert
ed, and restored to favor by his gracious Lord, he was prepared 
to be the unaspiring "servant of the least"; and to strengthen his 
brethren in all the trials and afflictions they were called upon 
to endure for the Truth's sake. Said Jesus-

"/ will give unto thee, Simon Barjona, the keys of the Kingdom 
of God; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed 
in heaven" (Matt. 16:19). 

Here was an appointment of Peter in a special sense to the 
particular function of binding and loosing men on earth. 

But we would ask any reasonable man, unspoiled by human 
folly and absurdity, if a power be conferred on A, nineteen hun
dred years ago, is it therefore bestowed on B, living nineteen 
centuries after? The keys were promised to Peter, and not to 
successors of Peter (if it were possible for him to have them in 
such an office; which none but the most stupidly ignorant of the 
Scriptures would venture to affirm). 

When we come to see what the keys of the Mysteries of the 
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Kingdom of Heaven are, we shall see at once that the very use 
of them for the first time operates upon Peter's own possession 
of them, as the telling of a secret to all the world does upon his 
power over it afterwards by whom it was told. 

Had Peter, instead of using the keys, hid them till his death
hour, and then imparted them to a single person, this individual 
might truly be said to have "succeeded to the keys". But this he 
did not, dared not, do. He communicated them to such multitudes 
of Jews and Gentiles that they became the common property of 
the world; and none but men "earthly, sensual, and devilish" as 
the priests, "seducing spirits, speaking lies in hypocrisy'', whose 
trade it is to "make gain of godliness";-none but such as these 
would have conceived of the possibility of a transfer of the keys 
of the Mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven to a successor; espe
cially to such a succession of impious impostors as the prophets 
of the Roman See. 

* * * 
Akey is used in Scripture as a symbol of the power ofreveal-

ing, or interpreting, secret things: also for power in general. As 
a key is to a lock, so is power to things intellectual, moral, and 
political. The Scriptures say of Messiah, "The Keys shall be upon 
his shoulder"-i.e., "The government shall be possessed by him". 
And again, "I have", says Jesus, "the key (Xi\.Elc;) of Hades (a.Bou) 
and of death"; which is to say, that Jesus hath the power to open 
the abode, ~r chamber, of the dead, and to restore them to life. 

In these instances, a key is the symbol of political and physical 
power; but it also represents sci.entific or knowledge-imparting power. 
Thus, under the Law of Moses, it was divinely appointed that

"The priest's lips should keep knowledge, and Israel should seek 
the law at his mouth; for he was the messenger of the Lord of Hosts'~ 

The priests, however, became so corrupt and ignorant that 
Israel sought in vain for knowledge at their lips, and therefore 
perished for lack of it. The Lord charged this home upon them 
by the hand of Malachi-

''Ye are departed out of the way, 0 ye priests; ye have caused 
many to stumble at the law; ye have corrupted the covenant of 
Levi, saith the Lord of Hosts. 

"Therefore have I also made you contemptible and base before 
all the people, according as ye have not kept my ways, but have 
been partial in the law" (Mal. 2:8-9.). 

This was precisely the state of things when "the Messenger 
of the Covenant" made his appearance in Judea. He denounced 
them for their corruptions-

''Ye have made the commandment of God of none effect by your 
tradition. Hypocrites that ye are, ye draw nigh to God with your 
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mouth, and honour him with your lips, but your heart is far from 
him. But in vain do ye worship him, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men" (Matt. 15:6-9). 

Among these hypocrites were the lawyers, who, feeling the 
keenness of his reproaches, remonstrated against it. But he 
turned upon them, and said-

'Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away the KEY OF 
KNOWLEDGE: ye enter not in yourselves, and them that were 
entering in ye hindered" (Lk. 11:52). 

This was the unhappy condition of the Jewish nation at the 
appearing of Jesus; as it is of all the nations at the present 
time against whom the Kingdom is shut by clerical traditions. 
The Lord Jesus came to restore to Israel the key of knowledge. 
"They erred, not knowing the scriptures"; but he was about to 
open them, so that in spite of the hypocrites, they might enter 
into the Kingdom of God. 

0 that men could be induced now to devote themselves to 
the study of the Scriptures without regard to articles, creeds, 
confessions, and traditions! These things are mere rubbish; 
monuments of the presumption and folly of former generations 
indoctrinated with the wisdom from beneath. If a Berean spirit 
could be infused into them; if they could be persuaded to "search 
the Scriptures daily" (Acts 17:11, 12) for the Truth as for hid 
treasure; they would soon leave their spiritual guides alone in 
all their glory of mysticism and patristic lore, and rejoice in the 
liberty of that Truth which can alone make them "free indeed". 

* * * 
The Gospel invites men to enter into the Kingdom of God. The 

way of entering is made exceedingly plain in the Bible. There 
is now no hidden mystery concerning it as there was before the 
sufferings of Christ were manifested. The mystery of the King
dom has been unlocked. The key of knowledge has been given; 
but unfortunately it has been stolen again by Peter's pretended 
successors; and, upon a smaller scale, by every other ecclesi
astic who would discourage or throw hindrances in the way of 
a free, unbiased, and independent examination and avowal of 
Bible truth in their churches; or, an unrestricted advocacy of 
it, though at variance with the institutes of dogmatic theology, 
in all the pulpits of the land. 

The leaders of the people dare not permit such a course to 
be pursued; for the Bible is hostile to their systems, and sets 
forth things which, if believed, would empty their rostrums, 
disperse their flocks, and close their doors; and elaborate such 
a social revolution, that truth and righteousness would tri
umph in the midst of the earth; and the people be enlightened in 
the knowledge which comes from God. 
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Such a consummation, however, need never be hoped for, so 
long as the instruction and government of the nations are in the 
hands of the existing orders or rulers, lay and ecclesiastical; for 
"like priests, like people", and vice versa; they are corrupt and 
altogether gone out of the way; and, therefore, are devoid of all 
power to resuscitate the things which remain, and which are 
ready to vanish away. (1b be continued, God willing) 

First Letter To The Elect Of God 
In A Time Of Trouble 

BY BRO. R. ROBERTS 

The elect of God exist, although no man can individually 
identify them. They are after a common family likeness, though 
differently situated in the present evil world. They have one faith, 
and one aim, and one mind, though following different occupa
tions, and living in different parts of the earth. We greet them in 
the name of the Lord, wishing them and praying for them grace, 
mercy, and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

BELOVED, you are known of God, though you may not be 
discerned by man. You are scattered up and down the world, in 
a cloudy and dark day, undistinguishable to the human eyes, 
from the common mass of mankind. Your divine mark or seal, 
wherever you are to be found, consists of the belief, obedience 
and love of the Truth which God has caused to be set forth in 
the writings of Moses, and the prophets, and the apostles. 

Having this mark, you are precious in His eyes. Your faith is 
well-pleasing to Him; your obedience, your free-will offerings, 
your sacrifices in his service at the time when all the world 
ignores Him ascend before Him as the odour of a sweet smell, 
and are acceptable to Him through the High Priest of our pro
fession. And they will be spoken of again to your great joy, in a 
day when they will seem to have been all forgotten, and when 
they will seem too small to be mentioned in the presence of the 
world-stirring events that will belong to the coming again of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

I write to you concerning our common affliction-common in 
a large sense. I do not write to you because I know you. Some 
of you, I doubtless know; but no man knows you as "the Lord 
knows them that are His." A man cannot even know himself in 
this sense-as our beloved brother Paul has said, "I judge not 
mine own self: he that judgeth me is the Lord." We know the 
principles upon which men will be saved, because they have been 
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revealed: but we are not capable of discerning infallibly where 
these principles have had their effectual work, though we may 
discern where they are set aside and violated. 

I write to you as those whom the Lord loves, and who will be 
banded together in a joyous company when the Lord comes. I write 
to you, as one of you, having the same experience and the same 
need. The scorner may mockingly enquire what right I have to write 
to such. I answer, the right of brotherly love, which belongs to every 
man who can rise to his privileges in Christ. Brotherly love leads 
to brotherly concern in all things, but particularly in those that 
relate to our standing in God, our position in the present probation, 
and our hope concerning the purpose of God which will surely be 
accomplished. Your present lot is grievous in many respects; and 
at times you are greatly cast down, and nigh despairing altogether 
of the Lord's promised kindness in Christ. I write to remind you of 
the cause you also have for encouragement and joy. 

You feel unworthy of the great salvation to be brought unto 
you at the revelation of Jesus Christ: remember, that though 
those only whom the Lord esteems worthy will enter the King
dom, yet part of that worthiness consists in that very sense of 
unworthiness which oppresses you. God's favour is for those who 
rate themselves at God's standard; and by this standard we are, 
as Jacob confessed himself to be "unworthy of the least of all the 
mercy and the truth" that the Lord shows to His people. For what 
are we at best but worms of the earth, fashioned in God's image, 
made of His clay, and permitted to live for a few years on the face 
of this glorious earth? The most righteous man can say with Job, 
whom the Lord approved-

''Behold I am vile ... wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in 
dust and ashes." 

If a righteous man could feel this abasement-(most reasonable 
abasement in mortal flesh in the presence of the divine glory)-is 
it a marvel that we who add error to weakness, and sin to cor
ruptibility, should sometimes feel ''broken in heart and contrite 
in spirit"? It is right: but be not destroyed by this abasement. It is 
pleasing to God. To such He has more than once plainly declared 
He looks with approval. 

But your sins, they distress you: it is right they should: but 
look again and be comforted. There is a sin not unto death. You 
are not callous towards the Lord. You do not run in the ways He 
has forbidden. You do not love the present world and run with 
it in all its "ungodliness and worldly lusts-the lust of the eye 
and the pride of life." You do not deny God and live in deliberate 
disobedience of His commandments. On the contrary, you love His 
Name and His Word; you believe His testimonies, and rejoice in 
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His institutions; you love, and look, and long for the appearing 
of His Son, whom He has promised to send; and you are striv
ing in all the ways of life, so far as in you lies, to do His will as 
expressed in His commandments. 

But you fail often. You come short of what you would do. You 
frequently do the things you would not do: and you are distressed 
on this account. It is right to be so: but do not forget the provision 
that has been made: Christ has taken away your sins. We are 
washed in his blood. He stands in the Father's presence, not only 
as the accepted sacrifice, but as the appointed High Priest for his 
House. He ever liveth to make intercession for us, according to 
the will of God. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to forgive us all our iniquity. If we walk 
in the light, the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sins. 
God forgives us for Christ's sake. 

Perhaps you are oppressed with a sense of the unsuitability 
of such persons as you, being promoted to honour and power in 
the Kingdom of God. Remember, it is God's deliberate plan to 
make choice of such-

''Not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not 
many noble, are called ... but God hath chosen the weak things 
of this world." 

Jesus spoke of this, and said-"Even so, Father, for so it 
seemed good in thy sight. "He even gave thanks to the Father for 
proceeding on this plan. There is a reason in it all. The Kingdom 
is to be established for God's honour, not man's: for the Spirit's 
objects and not those of the flesh. Hence, it is a necessity that 
men be provided for its administration who are not proud and 
lifted up in their own eyes, but who are lowly, and who know and 
reverence God so deeply as to find pleasure in His exaltation. The 
blessing of man will come out of it all, but glory to God first. If 
God made choice of the aristocracy, His purpose ("I will be exalted 
among the heathen") would not be accomplished. They are full of 
themselves. He chooses men who are empty of themselves, that 
they may be full of God. Poor men, in a day of evil, are the kind 
of material out of which He can provide the earthen vessels, in 
which His eternal treasure can be deposited, "that the excellency 
of the power may be of God, and not of man." 

But you say, "Such poor weak people as we, are not fit to be 
kings and priests." True: not as you are now. It is not as you are 
now that you will be elevated to the position. You will be changed 
from the mortal to the immortal, and this change will fit you in 
every way for what you will have to do. It will give you strength 
and grace and capacity and gladness of heart. You will be able 
to carry yourselves as kings, and to sustain yourselves without 
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fatigue, and to bring the wisdom of Solomon to bear in the judg
ment of all matters you may have in charge. Qualification of this 
sort is all in God, who will liberally crown His children with the 
highest gifts, in the day of their exaltation. The one thing needful 
is a humble, loving, obedient heart, and pliant will, which can 
only be developed and put to the proof by the exercise of faith in 
a day like this; and the operation can only be successfully per
formed, in most cases, in circumstances of poverty and self-denial. 
Consequently, your lowly position and inefficient state, instead 
of being a cause of dubitation, should help your confidence, as 
furnishing in your case, the likely elements of suitability for the 
glory to be revealed. 

But in another way, you may feel the cloud return. The time 
is long, and human nature is weak, and power fails, and you feel 
yourselves walking towards the darkness which bounds the hori
zon of all natural life; yea the darkness will oftentimes steal into 
the inmost soul, and fill you with an indescribable horror, as you 
survey the vastness of the universe, in which God is apparently 
silent, and the almost infinite mass of abortive life that appears 
upon earth from generation to generation. Be comforted concern
ing this also: this darkness is inseparable from God's plan. Nay 
more; it is essential to it. Human life on the earth can no more 
reach the glory to be revealed without this experience, than the 
fruits of the field can appear without ploughing and harrowing. It 
is part of the plan. God's wisdom is in it, and His love, for God is 
love. We shall see it. Meanwhile we must exercise faith, without 
which He cannot be pleased. 

Faith working by love can see a little even now-by starlight as 
it were. The darkness is prolonged for the world as a whole; but it 
is short for any generation. It has been on the earth for ages, but 
no generation lasts for ages. We knew nothing ofit last century; 
our turn had not come. Our turn has now come: it depresses, 
but it will soon be over, and when over, the next thing in our 
experience (apparently the immediate next) if actually delayed 
however long, is the eternal sunshine of the Father's manifested 
presence, power and glory. We shall find then what has been 
done for us by our present exposure in the darkness and cold of 
earth's winter, it is the Father's appointment for us meanwhile. 
What can we say but, "Thy will be done"? He doth not willingly 
afflict. Not only so, but He ministers to our need while we pass 
through the darkness. None of the elect of God is left alone. God 
is with him to guide and strengthen in many invisible ways. God 
cares for him; pities him; chastens him; upholds him; prepares 
him for the inheritance that is in store for all the sons oflight: an 
inheritance in which they will commune with unspeakable joy, 
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after the prolonged and bitter fight of faith victoriously waged 
in their several evil days. "These are they that came out of great 
tribulation." We cannot come out of it without being in it first. 
While in it, it is hard to bear. But remember the end. Remember 
the joyful muster of the Lord's elect. 

This touches another sorrow you have. In your several spheres 
of probation, you are yearning for what you never realize. You 
hunger and thirst for the prevalence of a noble enlightenment 
among men. You love God yourselves with all your hearts and 
souls. You long to see others rejoice in Him and exalt Him in a 
sincere and intelligent way. You have a compassionate regard 
for the condition of mankind, and desire, with even a tearful 
earnestness, to see them in a blessed condition. You sigh and 
faint for the delights of sanctified and intellectual friendship in 
which the hearts of companions should open with a noble warmth 
to the great and noble topics that the universe presents to the 
mind, instead of gravitating heavily to the petty accidents of 
animal life. Ah, and you are afflicted with your own incapacities 
that blur the sight and enfeeble the hands, and drag you into 
abysses of gloom as dark and dreadful as Jonah's habitation in 
the storm-tossed sea. 

Now, there is comfort concerning all this. It is somewhat 
negative in its form; but, then, it is true, and true comfort wears 
well, whereas false comfort fails in the long run. The comfort is 
that these things are unattainable in the present condition of 
human life upon earth, but that they are attainable and will 
be realized in their very perfection in the Kingdom of God. The 
recognition of this is a help. We reconcile ourselves hopefully to 
our lot, enduring the hardness of the desert by knowing that it 
is desert, and in the confident anticipation of the land of promise 
at the end of the journey. One comfort more. It is not displeasing 
to the Father that we thus hunger and thirst to the point even 
of misery, after righteousness. On the contrary, Jesus said-

''Blessed are ye that hunger and thirst after righteousness; for 
ye shall be filled." 

Finally, you are troubled and distressed by dissensions in the 
Household of Faith. Many of you have been plunged into deep 
grief, even unto many tears-

''Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial." 
It is nothing new. It is the modern form of a very ancient and 

frequent experience, resulting from the fermentation of diverse 
elements brought together by the knowledge of the Truth. We 
must trust to God's wisdom in permitting of the admixture of 
these elements. He has done so from the beginning. Do not be 
too much distressed by it. The results that come of it do not alter 
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things. They only prove and try and manifest things. The word 
of the Lord standeth sure amid all the chafes and changes and 
corruptions of men. The Lord Jesus, from the serene exaltation 
of the heavens, has for centuries beheld the confusions and com
motions, and wars that have wrought havoc among men in his 
absence. He has beheld them without surprise. He foresaw them 
and foretold them. He said there would be strife and division: 
that iniquity would abound: that the love of many would wax 
cold: that the trial would be too severe for some, but that he that 
should endure to the end would be saved. 

Can we imagine that such things are permitted without a 
purpose? The apostolic age was rife with them: is it a marvel if 
we have our share? There is but one answer on the part of en
lightened reason: and that answer will help us to stand in the 
midst of the evil and to hold fast unmoved the hope of the gospel, 
looking to Christ, who lives-distrusting ourselves, who die, Our 
life is fleeting away: the battle will soon be over. Be strong and 
of good comfort. Stand fast: quit you like men. Keep close to the 
Word in daily reading, and the peace of God will rule in your 
hearts and minds and preserve you amid all chafes and tumults, 
unto His glorious kingdom, which will heal all sores, and chase 
all darkness forever away. 

Tour fellow-sufferer, fellow-soldier, fellow-pilgrim, and fel
low-suppliant of the mercy of God unto eternal life. 

Robert Roberts 10th January, 1885 

The Divine Purpose And Promise 
Traced From The Beginning 

A LECTURE BY BRO. G. V. GROW COTT 
(Continued) 

Second Samuel 7 gives God's Eternal Covenant to David, a ma
jor further step in the Divine revelation amplifying the Promises 
to Abraham. V. 10-''.l will appoint a Place for My people Israel, 
and will plant them, that they may move no more, neither shall 
the children of wickedness afflict them any more." 

The prophets make it clear that this is literal Israel, though 
it involves, and is related to, the blessing of ALL nations, and of 
spiritual Israel. 

Literal Israel is to have a permanent place, and never again 
to be afflicted. Literal Israel is a means to an end, but it still has 
a great partto play in developing that end. 

2 Sam. 7:12-13-''.l will set up thy Seed after thee ... and I will 
establish his Kingdom (the prophets tell us when and where)-
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"He shall build a House for My Name, and I will stablish the 
Throne of his Kingdom forever." 

We see the primary application to Solomon, but we see too, 
the vastness of this Covenant-far beyond and above Solomon. 
It is so regarded by David himself and the New Testament 
writers-Peter (Acts 2:30) and Paul (Heb. 1:5) both apply this 
Covenant to Christ. 

"He shall build a House for My Name." Solomon indeed built 
the Temple for Israel, but Christ will build the Millennial House 
of Prayer for all nations of which Isaiah, Ezekiel, Zechariah, 
Haggai, etc. speak. 

V. 14-''.l will be his Father, and he shall be My Son'~true 
typically of Solomon, but fulfilled especially and uniquely in 
Christ-the Seed of the Woman, the Child of the Virgin. 

''.If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of 
men." A seemingly strange saying as applied to Christ, and a 
stumbling block to some, which we cannot go into fully now. 
Certainly Christ never committed the slightest hint of iniqui
ty, and indeed the whole efficacy of his sacrifice and the entire 
Divine Purpose hung on that fact. 

But we must get the whole picture. We have also the typi
cal Solomon before Christ, and we have the whole Body of the 
Redeemed embodied in Christ. He embraces the whole picture, 
and contains them all within himself, and took upon himself 
the problems of their weaknesses. He and they are inseparable. 

V. 16. "Thine House and thy Kingdom shall be established 
forever BEFORE THEE: thy Throne shall be established forever." 
There is especial significance in the phrase "before thee"-ln 
thy presence. Paul includes David in those who died without re
ceiving the promises, but in faith of them. David himself clearly 
expressed his hope ofresurrection, in Psalms 16:9; 17:15 49:15; 
2 Sam. 23:3-5, etc. 

Three times in the Covenant God says "for ever." We know 
this expression is sometimes used in a limited sense, according 
to the subject discussed, but the subject here is Christ and his 
Kingdom and God's Eternal Purpose. 

* * * 
We come now to the prophetic Scriptures, beginning with 

Psalms. (Truly, as we have seen, prophecy is a feature of all 
Scripture from the beginning). Prophecy consists of-as Peter 
describes it-"the sufferings of Christ and the glory that should 
follow" (1 Pet. 1:11). 

We have seen this foreshadowed in nucleus in the sentence on 
the Serpent in Eden, and in the Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world, and in Abraham's and David's Seed ruling the world. 
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The "sufferings of Christ" have to do with his first advent: 
his whole life in mortal flesh. "The glory that should follow"has 
to do with his present position and condition, and especially in 
his second coming "in power and great glory" to consummate the 
Divine Purpose of filling the earth with God's glory. 

It is in the "glory that should follow" that the major difference 
between scriptural truth and orthodox church teaching occurs; 
and the key and controlling difference concerns locality. The 
Scriptures teach that God's purpose is to fill the EARTH with 
His glory. Let us then trace this Gospel promise through the 
Prophets. 

We can only cover the barest fraction of the evidence, and we 
urge that the context of each passage be studied for that adds 
greatly to the power of the evidence, and proves conclusively that 
the literal earth, the literal land, literal Israel are being spoken 
of. 

We shall have to move through them very quickly to cover 
as many as we can-showing how the earth will be filled with 
God's glory. 

Psalm 2:6-"Tht have I set My King upon My holy hill of Zion" 
(God speaking to Christ). "I shall give thee the heathen (the na
tions) for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for thine inheritance" (v. 9). "Thou shalt break them with a rod 
of iron: thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel." 

Psalm 25:13-"His Seed shall inherit the earth." 
Psalm 37:9-"Evildoers shall be cut off (they haven't yet), but 

those that wait upon the Lord shall inherit the earth." 
V. 11-"The meek shall inherit the earth." 
V. 29-"The righteous shall inherit the land and dwell therein 

forever." 
Psalm 46:9-"He maketh wars to cease unto the ends of the 

earth •~never yet, less than ever today. 
V. 10-''.l will be exalted among the nations: I will be exalted 

in the earth" (still obviously future). 
Psalm 72:8-''He shall have dominion from sea to sea, and 

from the river unto the ends of the earth '~(clearly the same One 
(Christ) spoken of in Psalm 2.) 

Psalm 72:11-''.All kings shall fall down before him: All nations 
shall serve him." 

V. 19-''Blessed be God. Let the whole earth be filled with 
His glory." 

* * * 
Isaiah 2:1-4-"Concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In the last 

days, the mountain of the Lord's house shall be exalted, and all 
nations shall flow unto it." (Note that aspect: All nations flowing 
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to Jerusalem). "Out of Zion shall go forth the Law, and the Word 
of the Lord from Jerusalem"--Jerusalem shall be the center of 
world rule. "He shall judge among the nations ... nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation: neither shall they learn war any 
more."What a direct contrast with the present when mankind 
is spending 500+ billion dollars a year for war. 

Isa. 11:4-(Speaking of Christ, the Branch from David)-''.He 
shall smite the earth ... and slay the wicked''-and the result, v. 
9-''The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea. "V. 11-12-'1n that day ... He shall assemble 
the outcasts of Israel and gather the dispersed of Judah from 
the four corners of the earth." 

Note that all these prophecies are talking about the earth, 
and they make utter absurdity to try to apply them to heaven. 
A glorified earth, possessed by the righteous, with the wicked 
destroyed from it, is what the Bible speaks of. 

Isa. 66:10-"Rejoice ye with Jerusalem ... "V. 12-"l will 
extend peace to her like a river ... "-and this is how it is accom
plished (v. 15-16)-"The Lord will come with fire ... to render His 
anger with fury, for by fire and sword will the Lord plead with 
all flesh (all mankind), and the slain of the Lord will be many." 
V. 18-"J will gather all nations ... they shall see My glory''-and 
the result of these worldwide judgments, v. 23-"It shall come to 
pass that all flesh shall come to worship before Me" (there again 
is the aspect of the nations flowing to Jerusalem to worship. 

* * * 
Jeremiah 3:17-''.At that time (when God gathers Israel, see 

context) they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the Lord, and all 
the nations shall be gathered unto it ... neither shall they walk 
any more after the imagination of their evil heart." All the myr
iads of false worship, Catholic, Protestant, Moslem, Buddhist, 
Evolutionists-abolished. 

Jer. 23:5-''.l will raise unto David a righteous Branch 
(Christ), and a King shall reign and prosper and shall execute 
justice in the earth." 

V. 8-"They (Israel) shall dwell in their own land. ''-all these 
prophecies and hundreds more, buttress and re-enforce each 
other. 

Jer. 30:3-'1 will bring again the captivity of Israel and Judah 
... and cause them to return to the land that I gave their fathers, 
and they shall possess it''-that couldn't possibly be plainer. 

Jer. 30:10, 16, 20-21, 24-"Jacob shall return, and shall be 
in rest, and none shall make him afraid." 

V. 16-''.All they that devour thee shall be devoured." 
-All Israel's enemies cut off: today they are legion. 
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V. 20-21-''.l will punish all that oppress them." 
-Three million today are oppressed in Russia. 

"Their Governor shall proceed from the midst of thee, and I 
will cause him to draw near, and he shall approach unto Me." 
-This has to be Christ. Today they are godless, arrogant and 
wicked, rejecting Christ. 

V. 24-''.ln the latter days ye shall consider it." 
-And these are the latter days! 

* * * 
Ezekiel 36:22-''.l do not this for your sakes, 0 house of Israel, 

but for Mine Holy Name's sake which ye have profaned." 
-And they still profane it today. They still reject His Son. 

V. 24, 25-"I will gather you out of all countries ... then will 
I cleanse you from all your filthiness." 
-They are first gathered in filthiness, as at present, then 
cleansed when Christ returns. 

V. 31-"Then ye shall loathe yourselves for your iniquities." 
-Zechariah tells us dramatically how this national mourning 
and transformation is accomplished-by the SUDDEN, shatter
ing proof to them that their latter-day Deliverer is the Christ 
whom they have rejected for 2,000 years-perhaps the most 
dramatic moment in earth's history. 

V. 36:_"Then the nations that are left shall know I am the 
Lord." 
-Not many shall be left. The judgments and desolations will 
be worldwide. 

Ezekiel 37 is the famous 'dry-bones' chapter about national 
Israel's latter-day resurrection and regathering. V. 22-

''.l will make them one nation upon the mountains of Israel, 
and one King shall be King to them all." 

Has this yet happened? Is God lying? No. It is as certain and 
sure as the rising of the sun. V.23, 25-

"Neither shall they defile themselves any more." "They shall 
dwell in the land that I gave Jacob for ever, and my servant Da
vid shall be their Prince for ever." ''.I will set My sanctuary in the 
midst of them for evermore." 
-Note this phrase 'for ever' is repeated over-and-over. V. 28-
''.And the nations shall know that I the Lord do sanctify Israel." 

Ezekiel 38 is about the descent of Gog-Russia-the latter-day 
Assyrian-upon Israel to destroy it, backed by the Catholic 
Church and the captive nations of Europe. 

Ezekiel 39 is about Gog's divine destruction, and the mani
festation of power and glory to all the earth. 

Chapters 40-48 of Ezekiel give in very specific detail the huge 
and glorious House of Prayer that is to be erected; the division 
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of the land among the twelve tribes and Christ and the Saints. 
God says of that Temple (Ezk. 43:7)-

"The place of My Throne, and the place of the soles of My feet 
where I will dwell in the midst of the Children of Israel forever." 
And the final verse of Ezekiel (48:35)-

"The Name of the city from that day shall be-The Lord is 
There." 

* * * 
Daniel 2 reveals the dream of Nebuchadnezzar's Image and 

its meaning of the four world empires, down to the latter-days 
when man's rule is crushed by Christ who is the Mighty Stone 
that fills the earth-V. 34-35-

"Thou sawest a Stone smite the Image on its feet ... Then was 
the iron, clay, brass, silver and gold broken to pieces together, 
and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the 
wind carried them away that no place was found for them: and 
the Stone became a great mountain and filled the whole earth." 

That was the dream. Here is the literal explanation-V. 44-
"In the days of these kings (the feet kings of the divided 

Roman Empire in the final phase of human rule)-"in the days 
of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a Kingdom that 
shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to 
other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these 
kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever." 

If God's Word is true, all the nations of the world must be 
smashed and subdued and give place to a world-wide Kingdom 
under Christ. 

* * * 
Joel 3:1-2-''.ln those days, and in that time, when! shall bring 

again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem, I will also gather 
all nations (this is the world-wide coalition under Russia), and 
bring them to the Valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead (that 
is, enter into judgment) with them there for My people." 

He will pour out His judgment upon them-v. 17-
"So shall ye know that I am the Lord your God ... then shall 

Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no strangers pass through 
her any more." 

This is literal Jerusalem on earth, because it is literally Je
rusalem on earth that the nations of the world, led by Russia, 
are to attack. 

* * * 
Amos 9 (last chapter) v. 14-"l will bring again the captivity of My 

people Israel and they shall build the waste cities (obviously literal) 
v. 15-'~nd they shall no more be pulled up out of their land." 

Micah 5:2-The ruler was to come out of Bethlehem-"This 
Berean 2019 161 



man (Christ) shall be the peace when the Assyrian shall come 
into our land-(when Russia attacks), V. 6, 8-

"He shall deliver us from the Assyrian ... And the remnant of 
Jacob shall be among the Gentiles as a lion ... treadeth down, 
and teareth in pieces, and none can deliver." 

God says elsewhere (Jer. 51:20) that He will use Israel as 
His battle-axe and weapons of war to punish the nations. 

Micah 5:15-''.And I will execute vengeance in anger and fury 
upon the nations." 

* * * 
Habakkuk 2:3-"The vision is yet for an appointed time, but 

at the end it shall speak." 
V. 14-"For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the 

glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea." 
We are told over and over that THIS is the Divine Purpose, 

and we are told repeatedly and in detail how it will be brought 
about when Christ returns. 

* * * 
Zephaniah 3:8-''.My determination is to gather the nations, 

that I may assemble the kingdoms-(here again is that world
wide coalition against God's people)-to pour upon them Mine 
indignation ... for all the earth shall be devoured with the fire 
of My jealousy." 

The blessing follows after the earth has been thoroughly 
purged and cleansed by terrible judgments-

V. 9-"Then will I turn to the people a pure language, that 
they may all call upon the Name of the Lord, to serve Him with 
one consent." 

At that time there will be One true, pure, worldwide religion, 
instead of the vast, conflicting multitude of today's denominations. 

* * * 
Zechariah 12:3-''.All the people of the earth shall be gathered 

against Jerusalem." 
V. 9-"I will destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem." 
In verses 10-14 we read of the revelation of Christ their 

Deliverer, to Israel, and the consequent dreadful national 
mourning at the sudden realization of their age-old blindness 
and wickedness. 

Zechariah 14 gives further details of the subduing of the 
nations-

V. 2-''J will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle." 
V. 3-"Then shall the Lord go forth, and fight against those 

nations. "V. 9-"The Lord shall be King over all the earth." How 
could words be plainer? 

V. 16-''Everyone that is left of the nations-(that is, after 
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God's terrible worldwide judgments)-shall go up from year to year 
to worship the Lord. "V. 17 tells us that it is Jerusalem to which 
they go, and that attendance will be rigidly enforced upon all. 

* * * 
There is no way of getting away from the reality and liter

alness of these very positive, specific, detailed, oft-repeated 
prophecies of what God will do in the latter days for the filling 
of the earth with His glory, and the many, many others that 
could be quoted. 

Just one or two in conclusion, from the New Testament. We 
find that Christ and his Apostles, constantly refer us back to the 
Old Testament prophets, quoting them as infallible Scriptures 
hundreds of times, saying they taught nothing but what was 
contained therein. The testimony of the Old and New Testaments 
coincides perfectly. Paul says, 2 Thess. 1:7-10-

"The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven ... in flaming 
fire taking vengeance on them that know not God and that obey 
not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction ... when he shall come to be glorified 
in his saints." 

And the book of Revelation has much about these events. 
Rev. 2:26-27-

"He that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to 
him will I give power over the nations: And he shall rule them 
with a rod of iron, as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken 
to shivers." 

Rev. 15:4-''.All nations shall come and worship before Thee, 
for Thy judgments are made manifest." 

Rev. 17: 12, 14-"The ten horns are ten kings. These shall 
make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them." 

Rev. 19:15-"He shall smite the nations, and rule them with 
a rod of iron." 
Vs. 19, 21-''.And the Kings of the earth, and their armies, gath
ered together to make war against him ... And they were slain 
with the sword." 

And the final result is again the same-Rev. 11:15-
"The seventh angel sounded, and there were great voices 

in heaven saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ; and He shall reign for 
ever and ever. " 

''ALL THE EARTH SHALL BE FILLED 
WITH THE GLORY OF THE LORD." 
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My Beloved Hath A Vineyard 
"What could have been done more to my vineyard, that 

I have not done in it? 
Wherefore, when I looked that it should bring forth 

grapes, brought it forth wild grapes?" 
(Isa. 5:4). 

ISAIAH 5:1-7 is known as the 'Song of the Vineyard.' It is 
a masterful picture of standard viticulture, or the science of 
the cultivation and harvesting of grapes, applied to the life of 
a people. 

The identity of these people we know well, from the exposition 
in v. 7-"the vineyard of the Lord of Hosts is the house of Israel, 
and the men of Judah His pleasant plant." 

This applied theme oflsrael as a vineyard is found in various 
places in Scripture. It has its beginnings in the mighty work of 
Yahweh in taking the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
out of the darkness of Egyptian idolatry, and planting them as a 
nation in a land that had been identified to Moses at the burning 
bush as Yahweh's "holy ground." 

The Psalmist said (80:8-11)-
"Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt: thou hast cast out 

the heathen, and planted it. Thou preparedst room before it, and 
didst cause it to take deep root, and it filled the land. The hills 
were covered with the shadow of it, and the boughs thereof were 
like the goodly cedars. She sent out her boughs unto the sea, and 
her branches unto the river." 

And Jeremiah revealed the qualified character of the vine, 
even the people severely tried by 40 years of wandering in the 
wilderness, who, given the law ofrighteousness, were to replace 
the corrupt and worthless thorns found in the land of Canaan 
(2:21)-

"J had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right seed." 
From the beginning of her history, the nation to whom the 

Holy Land was given was special, and clearly unlike any other 
people. Israel was a vineyard, protected and precious, the focus 
of much attention and care by the Creator of heaven and earth. 
However, as a vineyard, it was planted not for appearances, 
though vineyards can be beautiful-it was planted for the sake 
of its fruit, and the benefits derived therefrom. 

Let us consider the basic elements of horticulture pertaining 
to the vine. A vine is a plant whose long trunk grows along the 
ground, or is elevated by fastening itself to supports by means 
of tendrils. We see this aspect in the Psalm quoted, where Israel 
as a vineyard was given much room to grow, and it took deep 
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root, covering the hills and growing even from the edge of the 
Mediterranean Sea to the Jordan river. 

In Biblical usage, 'vine' (Heb. gefen, Gk. ampelos) is almost 
always the grapevine. Other vining plants are specifically named 
(melons, Num. 11:5; cucumbers, Isa. 1:8), while the 'wild' vine 
of 2 Kings 4:39 was probably a type of gourd. 

But the 'choice vine' or 'noble vine' of Isa. 5:2 and Jer. 2:21 
(Heb. soreq), was a particular-special-grape variety producing 
a rich red wine. 

The vine was noted for its luxuriant foliage, intertwining 
branches, and trailing or climbing shoots-"She sent out her 
boughs unto the sea, and her branches unto the river." 

The established grapevine's beautiful fragrant blossoms are 
associated with the poetry of true love-"The flowers appear on 
the earth; the time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice 
of the turtledove is heard in our land; The fig tree putteth forth 
her green figs, and the vines with the tender grape give a good 
smell." (Song of Sol. 2:12-13) 

But it was its fruit, and especially the 'wine .. .in the cluster', 
that gave it a place of honor among all the 'trees.' 

The developed fruit, the grape, of the choice vine was worthy 
of long patience and tender gardening. This requires a certain 
type of individual to qualify as caretaker, for James said-"Be
hold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, 
and hath LONG PATIENCE for it, until he receive the early and 
latter rain." The good derived from such effort is a matter of 
patient hope, for before the cluster announces the soon arrival 
of the grape, the vine is wooden and dull to the natural eye. It 
is the faithful labourer who ignores the seemingly barren state 
of the vine, with the expectation that in due time and much 
attention, it will bring forth good fruit. 

In contrast, the wood of a vine is useless, fit only for burn
ing. God's words through Ezek. (15:2-4) are very much to the 
point-''What is the vine tree more than any tree, or than a branch 
which is among the trees of the forest? Shall wood be taken thereof 
to do any work? Or will men take a pin of it to hang any vessel 
thereon? Behold, it is cast into the fire for fuel." 

But the fruit of the vine is something else entirely. From it, 
grapes were eaten fresh (as evidenced in Jer. 31:29) and dried 
into raisin clusters (1 Sam. 25:18). The juice of the grape was 
sometimes boiled down into a thick syrup. But wine, or 'new 
wine,' was the chief product. The climate and terrain of Syro
Palestine especially favored viticulture, and historically, its 
wines were renowned from Egypt to Babylon. 

Vine-growing often indicates the beginnings of agriculture 
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and civilization. The first vinedresser mentioned in Scripture 
was Noah, after the flood (Gen. 9:20). 

Terms for vine, vineyard, or wine are commonly paired with 
terms for fields or grain, such as in Exod. 22:5; Num. 16:14; 
Deut. 33:28-representing the two main types of agricultural 
production sustaining the Israelites: the vine (wine) and the 
grain (bread). 

Isaiah 2:4 mentions the peacetime tools associated with this 
primary agriculture-the plowshare, used on the field, and the 
pruninghook, used to prune--trim-the vine. 

A vine was a common sight in a Palestinian courtyard, climb
ing a tree or (in Roman times) a trellis. The vine and the fig tree 
together, the two main fruiting plants, indicate a pleasant ideal 
of peace and prosperity, both in the past, and in the future--

"He had peace on all sides round about him. And Judah and 
Israel dwelt safely, every man under his vine and under his 
fig tree, from Dan even to Beersheba, all the days of Solomon." 
(1 Kings 4:24-25). "They shall sit every man under his vine and 
under his fig tree; and none shall make them afraid: for the 
mouth of the LORD of hosts hath spoken it"(Mic. 4:4). 

All these things pertaining to the vine speak to divine bless
ings of peace, to stability and time to grow and cultivate, to joyful 
activity, to pleasant repose, to beautiful, shielded gardens filled 
witl:i. pleasing aromas, surrounded by singing birds in a cool and 
scenic landscape. 

Israel-a lowly, enslaved, beaten people, was led out of the 
dusty, high-temperature, oppressive environment of Egypt with 
a promise of being given access to a land flowing with milk and 
honey, resplendent with the fruit of the vine and riches of the 
field. Their journey through a barren wilderness should have 
sharpened their desire to attain it. 

But when they arrived at the border of the land, they all, 
except for a very, very few, said, 'No.' 

''Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt!" 
Like petulant, stubborn, foolish children, they despised the 

land and the promise. It wasn't what they wanted. Egypt was 
still too real to them, its fleshly glories too entrenched in their 
carnal minds, to allow them to perceive the value of what God 
was freely offering to them as a gift. Surely a reasonable people 
would see just cause to give God glory, praise, and thanksgiving. 

But they preferred to give glory to a molten lump of metal, 
shaped like a calf, because the calf did not require holiness and 
obedience. Even the consequent death of 3000 men (Exod. 32:28) 
did not deter the people from their foolishness now. So the entire 
generation was to be turned back to perish in the wilderness. 
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As Paul said to the Hebrews in the words of the Spirit of 
God-''When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my 
works forty years ... I was grieved with that generation, and said, 
They do alway err in their heart; and they have not known my 
ways. So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest" 
(Heb. 3:9-11). 

As we know, the next generation was allowed in, under Joshua 
and Caleb-the only two that escaped the terrible wilderness, 
by faith. 

And finally this heavily tried and purged population was 
planted as a vine in the Promised Land. 

* * * 
Joshua's work was to clear out the land of the 'stones' of 

Isaiah 5:2-that is, the dull, colourless, dead stones practicing 
idol-worshipping depravities of all sorts, so that God's chosen, 
peculiar, prepared people could receive the blessings of the land. 
God prepared room for them, and tilled the land through the 
sword of Joshua. 

Once established, God did not neglect His people. Vineyards 
require long-term intensive care. In the words of Isaiah 5:2, 
Yahweh fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and plant
ed it with the choicest vine, and built a tower in the midst of it, 
and also made a winepress therein. The soil was first dug and 
cleared of stones and a wall (or hedge) constructed to discourage 
predators. 

If the common stones generally represent those that needed 
to be cleared out, then the wall would represent those that were 
especially appointed and elevated by the Shepherd of Israel to 
protect the sheep of His pasture. In the historical record of David 
we find this-

"One of the young men told Abigail, Nabal's wife, saying, Be
hold, David sent messengers out of the wilderness to salute our 
master; and he railed on them. But the men were very good unto 
us, and we were not hurt, neither missed we any thing, as long 
as we were conversant with them, when we were in the fields: 
THEY WERE A WALL UNTO US both by night and day, all the 
while we were with them keeping the sheep" (1 Sam. 25:14-16). 

God is the first and preeminent Shepherd, as said David, 
"Yahweh is my Shepherd; I shall not want" (Psa. 23:1). As the 
Master of His flock, God chooses whomever He will among men 
to the role of shepherd. He called Cyrus to be one in Isa. 44:28. 
The elders and priests of Israel were to be shepherds, though 
they failed (Eze. 34:2). 

But the faithful one, and most prominent, is Christ, through 
whom Yahweh, the great Shepherd oflsrael, manifested Himself. 
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Wall and shepherd in this sense are interchangeable, as both 
are for the protection of the flock. When shepherds withdraw, 
the sheep are exposed to the beasts of the field. Thus Jeremiah 
laments of the state of the Jews after God had withdrawn His 
protective hand-"Their heart cried unto the Lord: 'O wall of the 
daughter of Zion, let tears run down like a river day and night: 
give thyself no rest; let not the apple of thine eye cease"' (Lam. 2: 18). 

But it is written in Gen. 49:24-'j"rom thence (the Mighty One 
of Jacob) is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel." This Stone is the 
foundation of the hedge, or wall, made up of individual, living 
stones, appointed for the protection of God's people, the Jews, at 
the end of the Gentile Age. 

With the wall, a watchtower and winepress completed the 
installation. At the time of harvest, sheltering booths were con
structed for the Feast of Tabernacles (Lev. 23:34, 39-43). 

The watchtower was used for two principal reasons: to oversee 
the vineyard's health, in the detection of unwanted weedy growth 
within, and the encroachment of beasts from without that would 
destroy the vineyard; and also for the labourers to watch for 
signs of the householder, who has gone away for a season until 
the time of the harvest draws near-

''Hear another parable: There was a certain householder, which 
planted a vineyard, and hedged it round about, and digged a 
winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, 
and went into a far country" (Matt 21:33). 

The winepress is the necessary tool for the conversion of the 
raw grape into wine through the removal of the outer element 
(the outward-appearing skin), and the flesh crushed, so that the 
inner sweet, desired result might be attained. 

This is the pressure brought to bear on the good fruit, to de
velop it into a joyful element before the Lord: "they of Ephraim 
shall be like a mighty man, and their heart shall rejoice as through 
wine: yea, their children shall see it, and be glad; their heart shall 
rejoice in the LORD" (Zech. 10:7). 

Note that the winepress is within the vineyard. The contin
uous purifying action of removing the fleshly part takes place 
within the confines of the protected space. This purifying is the 
purpose of God's Law: in Moses, and in Christ. 

''The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul" (Psa. 19:7). 
"Unless thy law had been my delights, I should then have 

perished in mine affliction" (Psa. 119:92). 
The winepress of the Law is in continual, active use for those 

that appreciate its beneficial effects, however painfully it may 
crucify the flesh. It is found in the written Word-
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"All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profit
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works" (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

(Tb be continued, God willing) 

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy 
For a number of years now, Russia's President Putin has 

been renewing and rebuilding his military forces. Adapting 
the tactics of business leaders looking to revive a faltering 
company, Putin carved out a very large number of compla
cent and aging soldiers from Russia's military ranks, and 
downsized a bumbling bureaucracy that, during the lean 
years after the downfall of the Soviet Union, had been com
posed of individuals more concerned over personal survival 
(paycheques) than on running a tight military organization. 

Having rejuvenated his remaining forces, given them 
live-fire exercises and battle experience (Chechnya, Crimea, 
Syria, etc.), and having embarked on a program of advanced 
weapons development (some of which is apparently beyond 
those ofWestern powers), Putin has launched an armed forces 
recruitment drive that draws inspiration fromAdolfHitler
PUTIN'S YOUNG ARMY 

Putin's youth army plans to teach one million children how 
to use machine guns. 

The Russian President is planning a rapid expansion of his 
Yunarmia [Young Army] as he hopes to amass young recruits 
ahead of next year's 75th anniversary commemorations of the 
end of WWII. 

The move coincides with a senior Russian military official's 
outburst that children in Russia have become "afraid of machine 
guns" since the fall of the Soviet Union, a development which he 
declared as not "normal". 

Russia's children's ombudsman Anna Kuznetsova is now 
backing the controversial move. Ms. Kuznetsova has demanded 
her regional officials, whose role is to safeguard the interests of 
children, play an active part in recruiting direct from orphanages 
for Yunarmia, claimed Novaya Gazeta newspaper. 

Supporters say the youth army, [originally] set up in 2015 
and now numbering more than 350,000, keeps children out of 
trouble while fostering patriotism for Russia. 

However critics have accused Yunarmia's forced recruitment 
of orphans as being inappropriate because children under state 
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care would not be able to refuse service and say it is evidence 
of the increased militarisation of Russia amid deteriorating 
relations with the West. 

In the Yunarmia, recruits the ages of eight up to 18 are taught 
military drills, how to handle Kalashnikov machine guns, wres
tling, and parachute jumping. 

Colonel-General Viktor Bondarev, a senior pro-Putin senator 
who once headed Russia's strategic rocket forces, demanded 
urgent military training for all Russian schoolchildren. 

His comments were a blistering criticism of education min
ister Olga Vasiliyeva for failing to ensure military education in 
classrooms. 

Mr. Bondarev said: "Children are afraid of machine guns. 
Children do not know what a grenade looks like or how to throw 
it. Is it really normal?" 

He warned that children were not properly educated in mili
tary matters in schools compared with Soviet education policy. 

Mr. Bondarev attacked Ms. Vasiliyeva, saying: "Why did you 
remove the basic military training course from schools? 

"You know that a pacifist will never protect his Motherland 
with poems or brushes." 

He added this was even more pertinent when Russia was 
surrounded by so many external threats. 

Mr. Bondarev said: "Thanks to pacifists, compulsory army 
service has been cut to only one year. 

"What are we afraid of and whose hands are we playing into? 
"Please, be wise, military training must be brought back now." 
During the Soviet Union, orphans were recruited to the mil-

itary and the KGB intelligence service. 
Mr. Putin is understood to be planning to reach 500,000 

Yunarmia recruits by May and hit the 1 million target next year. 
A simultaneous enlistment drive is underway to recruit chil

dren directly in schools, when parental permission is needed, 
and among the offspring of factory workers in large companies. 

When it was formed, one Russian news website complained 
that the Yunarmia was "plagiarising Hitler Youth"-but the 
report was swiftly removed. 

The article stated: "Something similar to German organisation 
Hitler Youth is coming from Russia."-Express, 3 I 19 
COMING TROUBLES 

It is astounding that the media is not consumed with the 
implications of this development. But mention ofit is scarcely 
to be found. Unfortunately, the present generation is far more 
caught up in the politics of personal offenses, opportunism, 
and the distractions of social and entertainment media to 
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have enough sense of history and current events to grasp the 
significance of what is now developing in Russia. The general 
awareness of the atrocities of WWII are fading into history 
(and for the younger set, into irrelevancy). For example-

More than one-third of Austrians overall, and 42% of Austri
ans under the age of 35, believe that 2 million or fewer Jews were 
killed during the Holocaust. Moreover, only 44 % of all Austrian 
respondents were able to correctly identify that 6 million Jews 
were murdered during the Holocaust. 

Similarly, only slightly more than half of Austrians are aware 
of the infamous Mauthausen concentration camp, despite the 
fact that it was located just 100 miles from Vienna. 

Remarkably, almost one-third of respondents believe that 
something like the Holocaust could happen in Austria today. 
Even more shockingly, 58% say that something like the Holo
caust could happen in other European countries today, while 
47% said it could happen in the U.S.-FoxNews, 5/ 19 

A period of90 years has elapsed since Hitler Jugend (Hitler 
Youth) first gained prominence-meaning WWil's lessons have 
now passed from the collective consciousness of the majority 
of earth's billions. Putin is moving forward with his strategy 
of recruitment and indoctrination nearly undetected. 
ECHOES OF "HITLER YOUTH" OF 90 YEARS AGO 

The following excerpts from The History Place concerning 
the history of Hitler Youth, reveal the horrific implications 
of what Putin is now doing-

"ln April 1929, the Hitler Youth was declared the only 
official youth group of the Nazi Party. In September, Hitler 
Youths made a strong showing at the annual Nuremberg 
rally as about 2,000 members marched past Hitler amid great 
applause. Among them was a group of Berlin boys who had 
marched 400 miles all the way to Nuremberg. This became 
an instant tradition and would be repeated each year, known 
as the Adolf Hitler March. 

''The Hitler Youth organization had grown from 80 branch
es with 700 members in 1926 to about 450 branches with 
13,000 members in 1929. 

"On the night of Jan. 30, 1933, Nazis in Berlin celebrated 
the appointment of Adolf Hitler as Chancellor of Germany 
by conducting massive torchlight parades. Hitler Youth units 
were among those in the columns passing under the watchful 
gaze of Hitler. 

Within two months, Hitler acquired dictatorial powers 
resulting from the Enabling Act. Hitler's acquisition of power 
meant the Hitler Youth and all other Nazi organizations now 
had the official power of the State on their side. 
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"The period of Nazi Gleichschaltung (forced coordination) 
immediately began in which all German institutions and or
ganizations were either Nazified or disbanded. Hitler Youth 
Leader Baldur von Schirach now sought to eliminate all 400 
of the other competing youth organizations, large and small, 
throughout Germany. On April 3, 1933, Schirach sent fifty 
Hitler Youths storming into the Berlin offices of the Reichs 
Committee of German Youth Associations, an organization 
representing nearly six million German children involved 
in a huge array of youth programs. Staff members inside 
the building were told to continue working and were simply 
informed they were now under the authority of the Hitler 
Youth. Thus the majority of Germany's youth organizations 
had instantly been placed under Schirach's control. 

''Within months, most of the competing political and reli
gious youth organizations in Germany vanished. 

"The only major holdout was the Catholic Youth Organi
zation due in part to the international clout of the Church 
and an agreement (Concordat) that had been signed between 
the Vatican and Hitler's government protecting Catholic in
stitutions in Germany. In Catholic sections of Germany, high 
ranking Nazis could still be found at Sunday mass along with 
groups of Hitler Youths in uniform and Hitler Youths serving 
at the altar wearing their uniforms beneath altar boy robes. 

"Boys aged 6 to 10 were allowed to hang around the older 
boys and participate informally. Boys 10 to 14 belonged to 
the Jungvolk, then from 14 to 18 were in the actual HJ, the 
commonly used abbreviation for Hitler Jugend (Hitler Youth) 
... Activities for boys included war games in which the boys 
formed platoons, put on red or blue arm bands, then were 
supposed to hunt down the "enemy" and rip off their arm 
bands. This sometimes resulted in fist fights and outright 
brawls between platoons. Younger, weaker boys got pum
meled while platoon leaders stood by or even encouraged 
the fighting. Ripped shirts, scraped knees and elbows along 
with bruises were common during these field exercises which 
were intended to toughen them up. 

"By the end of 1933, the Hitler Youth organization had ab
sorbed twenty German youth leagues and totaled over 3.5 mil
lion members, an enormous increase from a year earlier, before 
Hitler's acquisition of power, when it had numbered 107,956. 

"Physical fitness, according to Hitler, was much more 
important for his young people than memorizing 'dead facts' 
in the classroom. In his book, Mein Kampf, he stated that 'a 
less well-educated, but physically healthy individual with a 
sound, firm character, full of determination and willpower, is 
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more valuable to the Volkish community than an intellectual 
weakling.' 

"Hitler believed tough physical training would instill 
confidence and that 'this self-confidence must be instilled 
from childhood into every German. His entire education 
and training must be designed to convince him of his ab
solute superiority over others.' Hitler viewed education as 
a means of raising nationalist enthusiasm in German boys 
while teaching them to be ready to sacrifice themselves for 
the Fatherland. Special assemblies were often held in school 
halls featuring themes of heroism and readiness to die for 
'the cause.' 

"A portrait of Hitler hung in every classroom. Particu
lar emphasis was paid to the subject of history, which was 
rewritten to emphasize Nazi themes of racial struggle and 
German pride."-History Place 

On consideration of this information, we find very strong 
echoes in the statements out of modern Russia-
RUSSIA'S CULTURAL MILITARIZATION 

During his visit to Crimea and Sevastopol, on March 18, 
Russian President Putin highlighted the importance of patriotic 
education for schoolchildren and teenagers. In his address, Putin 
emphasized such notions as "patriotism," ''love for the Father
land," and "knowledge of history" [rewritten, as we have seen 
previously-T.D.C.] as the Russian nation's main foundations. He 
also praised the former Soviet system of youth education (e.g., 
Little Octobrists, All-Union Pioneer Movement and Komsomol), 
whose experience should be used more today. Yet, according to 
Putin, "instead of imposed and overarching ideology, the empha
sis should now be on patriotism." 

It appears that the task of youth upbringing in Russia will 
focus on three key elements. 

The first area of increased attention by the authorities is the 
military-patriotic youth movement Yunarmia. On March 12, 
the Russian Ministry of Defense urged the top management of 
all major domestic defense-industry companies to start creating 
local Yunarmia branches at their main facilities, with children 
of their employees seen as prospective members. 

Since the official founding ofYunarmia on September 1, 2016, 
not a single major public event celebrated in Russia has passed 
without the participation of this organization. During the 2019 
Winter Universiade (this year, hosted in Krasnoyarsk), tradition
al volunteers to this international youth sporting competition 
were fully replaced by members ofYunarmia. 

At least based on official data, Yunarmia has clearly been 
popular with Russian students and youths. In less than three 
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years since its founding (2016-2019), the overall number of 
its members in Russia (8 to 18 year-old children) has reached 
411,067. Moreover, local Yunarmia branches have been created 
in Kazakhstan, Armenia, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, the Moldovan 
breakaway territory of Transnistria, and Belarus. And on Janu
ary 14, 2019, the first Yunarmia branch appeared in the United 
States-the "Varyag" detachment-organized by the Russian 
embassy in Washington, DC. 

According to the organization's leadership, Yunarmia is on 
track to reach 500,000 members by May 9, 2019; while by 2020 
(the 75th anniversary of the victory over the Nazi Germany), the 
number should swell to one million. This figure is to be reached 
by various means. 

The most actively discussed option is likely to entail en masse 
enlisting of the children of Russian military officers. Colonel 
Alexander Manakov, has stated that top priority will be accorded 
to enlisting "100% of the children of Russian officers to the ranks 
of Yunarmia ... if this task is not achieved, this will be construed 
as a lack of understanding of the foundations of the state's policies 
in the domain of patriotic upbringing of Russian citizens." 

Connected to this youth-focused initiative, the government 
is apparently seeking to explicitly target Russian orphans. On 
March 15, the secretary of the Security Council of Russia, Niko
lai Patrushev, stated that the most effective way of dealing with 
"difficult youth'' will be to send them to various military-patriotic 
camps. Patrushev added that all formalities are now being solved. 

The second key element of the Russian state's overall mil
itary-patriotic initiative aimed at children and adolescents is 
concerned with the integration of so-called non-Russian peoples, 
with particular emphasis on the Kuban Cossacks. The total 
membership of the Union of Cossack Youth currently stands at 
95,000. Recently, the ataman (head) of the Kuban CossackArmy, 
Nikolay Doluda, has emphasized the importance ofraising young 
Cossacks to respect values of patriotism and martial virtues. 
[Note: "In the 19th and 20th centuries, the Russians used 
Cossacks extensively in military actions and to suppress 
revolutionary activities ... In the 21st century, under Russian 
Pres_ Putin, Cossacks resumed their historical relationship 
with Moscow ... Cossack paramilitary groups fought alongside 
Russian troops during the 2008 invasion of Georgia, and they 
participated in Russia's armed annexation of the Ukrainian 
autonomous republic of Crimea in 2014."-Britannica] 

The third and final element of the government's approach 
to military-patriotic upbringing is to target volunteer military 
trainees, or cadets, whose overall number in Russia at any one 
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time is presently estimated at 180,000 people. Perhaps most 
crucially, all major Russian ministries and departments have 
embarked on creating cadet branches of their own. Also, some 
cadet schools, especially those affiliated with the FSB, intensely 
stress the importance of Vladimir Putin and his role in restoring 
the Russian state. 

It is clear that the Kremlin seeks to create an effective frame
work for raising Russian youths who, having internalized a fervent 
"military-patriotic" foundation, will support not only the Russian 
state but also the Putinist regime itself.--Jamestown, 4/ 19 

Substitute Hitler for Putin, and Germany for Russia in the 
above, and we see very clearly where things are headed. 
PREPARING FOR CONFLICT 

On March 2, 2019, the head of the Russian General Staff, 
Army General Valery Gerasimov, delivered a speech laying out 
Russia's current vision of future conflicts. One of the key elements 
was the precept that the Russian Armed Forces will still require 
large numbers of soldiers capable of defending the country. 

Gerasimov's remarks ended up having somewhat unexpected 
implications for Russian youth-patriotic organizations, whose 
role (already overarching) might be elevated to a new level. 
Namely, Russian Major General Yevgeny Burdinsky declared 
that, "given the necessity of accumulating military-capable 
human resources ... [it is] impossible to fully reject the idea of 
mandatory military conscription. 

At this juncture, the youth-oriented military-patriotic organi
zation Yunarmia will serve as a platform for unifying some 5,000 
various pre-existing organizations for pre-draft preparation. 

The organizational structure of Yunarmia progressively re
sembles the structure of the Russian Armed Forces. 

By 2020, Russian authorities plan to create 100 new centers 
for military-patriotic upbringing, where young people will learn 
skills commensurate with the existing branches of the Russian 
Armed Forces (paratroopers, military pilots, tank crew and others). 

Yunarmia members are becoming increasingly involved in 
various military exercises carried out by the Russian Armed 
Forces. For instance, during one of those exercises, Yunarmia 
members were drilled in various maneuvers (such as traversing 
a river and other water obstacles or simulating offensive and 
defensive military operations). Moreover, these children wit
nessed the work ofT-72B3 battle tanks, BMP-2 infantry fighting 
vehicles, 2S3 Akatsiya self-propelled guns, BM-27 Uragan and 
Tornado-G self-propelled multiple rocket launcher systems, as 
well as Iskander mobile short-range ballistic missile systems. 

In early April 2019, Reuters uncovered that "a secret military 
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base related to the Russian MoD" [Ministry of Defence] was 
masked under the fa1,ade of a youth camp.-Jamestown, 4/19 

All the current demands for peace, so that all may continue 
to follow their pleasures and distractions without restriction, 
are blinding the present generation to what is coming. "For 
when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction 
cometh upon them" (1 Thess. 5:3). 

Are we blind? Or are we watching, and preparing, and 
putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an hel
met, the hope of salvation.-T.D.C. 

2019 HYE TEXAS FRATERNAL GATHERING (I/the Lord will) 
HYE, TEXAS - Monday, July 29 - Sunday, August 4, 2019 
God willing, another Fraternal Gathering will be held this year at 
the Hye grounds. The following information will be needed for those 
planning to attend. 
DATE/TIME: The 7-day gathering will formally begin with the 8:00 
a.m. Business Meeting on Monday, July 29, and end with the 10:00 a.m. 
Memorial Service on Sunday, August 4. Lunch will be served after the 
Memorial Meeting. 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS AND YOUTH STUDY CLASS at 9:30 a.m.; 
EXHORTATION at 11:00 a.m.; ADULT STUDY CLASS at 1:15 p.m. on 
Ezekiel, beginning at chapter 40; PUBLIC LECTURE at 8:00 p.m. 
SATURDAY YOUTH PROGRAM: Information for Sunday School Schol
ars may be obtained from the Youth Superintendent: 

bro. Tim Clubb, 202 Millbank Dr, London, Ontario N6C 4Wl 
Phone: (519) 455-9962 or email: timclubb@hotmail.com 

ACCOMMODATIONS: We try to meet all accommodation preferences 
when possible. 

1. Cabins located on the grounds (no monetary charge). 
2. Tent, camper and trailer spaces on the grounds. 
3. Motel/hotel rooms (at market rates): 

a. Stonewall:Approx. 5 miles from the grounds (only one motel) 
b. Fredericksburg: Approx. 25 miles from the grounds 

(variety of hotels). 
c. Johnson City: Approx. 12 miles from the grounds 

(variety of hotels) 
MEALS: Served 3 times daily on the Hye Grounds. Payments are vol
untary; no records are kept. If you are able to pay, the contribution 
guidelines are - adults: $7.00/day, and children: $5.00/day. 
FACILITIES: Handicap accessible showers and restrooms are available. 
We extend a sincere fraternal welcome to all. 
REPLY TO: bro. Dan Clubb, 4015 Black Oak Drive, Carrollton, Texas, 
USA 75007; Phone: (972) 800-1858 or email: danclubb@verizon.net 

One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Continued from page 180) 
IN the ecclesial news section we notice the baptism in Birmingham of 
bro. and sis. Roberts' daughter, Eusebia Roberts, at the age of 17. Also 
recorded was the baptism in Toronto of bro. William Smallwood, who later 
authored the important book dealing with the question about the nature 
and sacrifice of Christ, entitled "Sin and Sacrifice." 
WITH the wide circulation of the book "The Trial," there were some curi
ous responses made to the material within its pages. The following is an 
abstract from a write-up by a Methodist paper-
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This book is altogether out of the common order ... In the quaint 
names given to the jury, the witnesses, the counsel, and the 
judge, the author has followed the style of Bunyan. The discus
sions of the counsel, the examination and cross-examination 
of the witnesses are very cleverly done while the arguments 
presented on both sides of the question are fairly and ably put. 
The range of topics introduced is very wide; science, literature, 
history, the theories of Positivism, Agnosticism, Materialism, 
Secularism, and Atheism, are all more or less discussed with 
great ability. It is not to be supposed that we can endorse all 
that appears in the volume; but, while stating this, we are 
prepared to say that the work is one which exhibits more than 
ordinary genius; that it is a valuable contribution to Christian 
Apologetics; and to those who will take the pains to read and 
study it carefully, it cannot fail to be interesting and instructive. 
We hope that it will have a wide circulation. 

* * * 
AGAIN, another Christadelphian book, "The Visible Hand of God," came 
under review. (Note bro. Roberts' comment). This is one of the best works 
written by its popular and able author. (The Reviewer is mistaken about the 
popularity- R.R.) 

He here discusses all the Old Testament miracles in chronolog
ical order in the light of the temper and contentions of modern 
science. Mr. Roberts is as much at home with the facts of the 
Bible as with the speculations and facts of modern science, and 
while accepting unreservedly all the facts, and giving candid 
attention to the fancies of science, he shows that they in no way 
impugn the miracle facts recorded in the Old Testament. He 
not only shows that miracles are possible and probable, but are 
historical. Viewed from a scientific, historical and homiletical 
point of view this work is an able one. It is at once expository 
and apologetic, and ought to command a wide circulation as a 
most valuable contribution to the discussion on miracles. The 
volume is beautifully got up, is charmingly written, and its tone 
and spirit stimulating and praiseworthy. 

(These two books mentioned, make interesting and valuable reading, 
and every Christadelphian should use them. Although written over 135 
years ago, their scriptural value is as good today as when the words 
were penned). 

* * * 
IN Aberdeen, Scotland, there was an excellent effort put forth to present a 
series of lectures for the public. The ecclesial news report indicated that due 
to the large audiences of those interested in the Truth, it was considered 
necessary to continue the lectures for an additional month or two. 

* * * 
UNDER the 'Signs of the Times' section, there were continuing news reports 
from Egypt concerning the military position of Britain in that country. One 
of these states-

The Egyptian question has not exactly turned a corner, but 
is advancing towards another phase. The expedition to the 
shores of the Red Sea has been re-called and the troops have 
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returned to Egypt. The Government adopted this decision after 
hesitating a little as to a forward movement in relief of Berber 
and Khartoum. The fear of entanglement prevailed. It is im
possible that the situation can remain as it is. 
Although the British troops inflicted two crushing defeats on 
the Mahdi's tribes under Osman Digna, and aimed a third blow 
which Osman simply avoided by retiring into the inaccessible 
mountainous interior, the withdrawal of the British troops 
will certainly be misunderstood or misrepresented in favour 
of the Mahdi, who has issued an inflammatory proclamation 
to his sympathizers, ordering the capture of Khartoum. It is 
difficult to see from a mere politician's point of view what has 
been gained by the bloody battles that have been fought, seeing 
that the country has been evacuated and the Arabs left in full 
possession, with the impression, that, though defeated in two 
battles, they have repelled the British attack. 
As a preliminary to an advance to the relief of Khartoum, such 
measures would have been intelligible and valuable; but as 
a fugitive spurt, it seems another of those political blunders 
that the Gladstone Government has been forced into by the 
pressure of Providence with the view to ulterior results. It has 
had the effect of demonstrating the worthlessness of Egyptian 
troops as against the Mahdi. This, doubtless, brings a political 
consequence with it- viz., the conviction that the presence of 
British troops in Egypt proper is indispensible. 

* * * 
ON the subject of war there was a quotation taken from an English newspa-
per, The Daily Telegraph, to indicate what some would call the remedy for 
war! The quotation is as follows and indicates the peace theme of the times-

One remedy only presents, for all this stupendous folly, and that 
is the abolition of war, and in its place the adoption of interna
tional arbitration. Let the cry of all lovers of public order, all 
friends of peace, all true patriots, be-Disarm! disarm! disarm! 
and to demand that all national quarrels shall be settled, not 
by the brutal and bloody arbitrament of the sword, but by the 
arbitrament of Reason and Justice. 

On this subject bro. Roberts makes the following statement-
The suggestion is utterly Utopian until a Power enters the scene 
that could lay its hands on the shoulders of all disputants and 
compel submission. There will be no such power until Christ 
re-appears; and his reforms will be far more thorough than the 
establishment of a court of arbitration. He will abolish the gov
ernments themselves, and impose his absolute will, at the point 
of the sword, on universal mankind. This is the only solution 
of entangled human affairs; and these enormous war prepara
tions, which no man can restrain, are themselves a providential 
preparation for his coming. He has first to fight the world for its 
punishment and purification; and that he may do so effectually, 
the world is being brought into fighting form by the events and 
measures which extort groans from mere commercialists and 
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natural man politicians, but fill with satisfaction those who 
believe God and wait the fulfillment of His promises. 

(This is the way that we should feel as we look around the world today and 
see the many peace movements that are taking place. They are all for nought, 
in the divine scheme of things, because war will exist until Christ does come 
back to this earth. The world will arm itself further, all in preparation for that 
day when the might of man will attempt to stand toe-to-toe against divine 
power in the hands of Christ and the saints. There will be no peace, saith 
God to the wicked! either in this day or at the return of the long looked-for 
Saviour. Only after he subdues the earth will there be true peace and safety). 

* * * 
DIFFERENT Bible Lectures -

"Righteousness, Temperance, and Judgment to Come" 
''The Apocalyptic Babylon" 
"Human Opinions of Hell Reviewed in the Light of Divine 
Revelation" 

''The Bible World versus the Christian World" 
''The Interregnum of Jewish History Between the Old and New 
Testaments" 

"Eternal Life, Absolutely Conditional Upon Faith and Good 
Works, and Only to be Obtained Through Resurrection" 

''The Thousand Years' Reign of Christ" 
''The Anti-Orthodox Atonement" 
''Was Stephen a Christadelphian?" 
''The Father's Many-Mansioned House" 
"The Re-Gathering of the Jews 
"Coming Revolution in Religion and Politics" 
''The False and the True, in Relation to Man's Nature" 
"Baptism: Its Mode and Necessity" 

April Answers- "Zion" 
1. Strong 
2. City 
3. Castle 
4. Standard 
5. Redeemer 
6. Comfort 
7. J erusalem 
8. Daughter 
9. Law 

10. Eye 
11. Plowed 
12. Way 
13. Vengeance 
14. Precious 
15. Trumpet 
16. Roar 
17. Ease 
18. Deliverance 
19. Walk 
20. Save 
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21. Dwelling 
22. Loved 
23. Heard 
24. Mercy 
25. Build 
26. Name 
27. Captivity 
28. Remembered 
29. Joyful 
30. Songs 
31. Haughty 
32. Chosen 
33. Cottage 
34. Foundation 
35. Afraid 
36. Controversy 
37. Tidings 
38. Strength 
39. Wilderness 
40. Reigneth 
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One Hundred & Thirty-Five Years Ago 
The Christadelphian, May, 1884 

WE constantly notice the ever-increasing effort to place before the stranger 
the things concerning the Kingdom of God and the saving Name of Christ. 
Lectures were being given in many parts of the Vineyard, the Truth was 
being published in many forms, and the Gospel message carried from place 
to place, as the brethren either travelled or emigrated. On the printing of the 
Bible Finger Posts, bro. Roberts made the following points-

We could reduce the price of the Finger Posts, by printing on 
cheaper paper: but there are objections to this. A tract on good 
paper receives a readier attention than one on seedy-looking 
material. The price h as been no obstacle. Last year, over half 
a million were issued from the office, one-third only of which 
were circulated in Birmingham. (Continued on page 176) 

BIBLE PUZZLE- "Body Parts" 
1. Setteth a print upon the ... 
2. Ye shall see my ... no more 
3. Give ... to his commandments 
4. Mine ... seeth thee 
5. This is now ... of my bones 
6. Tongue cleaveth to my ... 
7. Thei1· ... are lifted up 
8. Only her .. . moved 
9. Had great iron ... 

10. Wiped feet with her ... 
11. The rings and ... jewels 
12. Straight paths for your . .. 
13. They broke not hjs ... 
14. Gather lambs with his . .. 
15. Took them up in his .. . 
16. Not where to lay his . . . 
17. Put hjs ... into his ears 
18. Great ... of their right feet 
19. The .. . is deceitful 
20. The ... of his face shone 
Ankle Feet 
Arm Finger 
Arms Fingers 
Bone Hau· 
Breast Hands 
Cheek Hands 
Ear Head 
Eye Heart 
Eyelids Heel 
Face Heels 

21. His ... smote one against another 
22. Hjs word was in my ... 
23. Under the 5th . . . 
24. Caul above the .. . 
25. Two ... & their fat 
26. A rod upon the . . . 
27. Palms in their .. . 
28. Clean ... and a pure heart 
29. Great ... ofright foot 
30. Reach hither thy ... 
31. His .. . & arms of silver 
32. Wine for thy ... sake 
33. Pare her ... 
34. Hollow of his ... 
35. 2 nations are in thy .. . 
36. Took hold on Esau's .. . 
37. His feet and ... bones 
38. The ... which hath wisdom 
39. Your ... girt 
40. 3 ... in the mouth 

Jaws 
Kidneys 
Knees 
Legs 
Lips 
Liver 
Loins 
Mind 
Nails 
Nose 

Rib 
Ribs 
Skin 
Stomach's 
Teeth 
Thigh 
Toe 
Toes 
Tongue 
Womb 

$15.00 U.S. per year Printed in the USA 
Australian subs (make payable to) bro. Jeff Hodges, PO Box 1999, Esperance, 
W. Australia 6450; phone (0890) 712894. $15.00 (Aust.) 
Canadian subs to bro. Tim Clubb, 202 Mil lbank Dr., London, Ontario, Canada N6C 
4W1; phone (519) 455-9962; Email: timclubb@hotmail. com $15.00 (Can.) 
New Zealand subs to bro. Stephen Crocker, PO Box 71, Ruakaka 0151, New 
Zealand ; phone 64-9-432 1609. $20.00 (N.Z.) 
U.K. subs to bro. Tim Clubb, 202 Millbank Dr., London, Ontario, Canada N6C 4W1; 
phone (519) 455-9962; Email: timclubb@hotmail.com £9.00 (U.K.) 
USA subs to bro. Tim Calk, 3540 Pineridge, Houston, Texas, USA 77009 ; phone 
(713) 861-2263. $15.00 (U.S.) 
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