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Ecclesial News 
LAMPASAS, Texas 

We of Lampasas ecclesia are happy to share that Sis. Jaymie (Phillips) 
Vernon was readmitted into fellowship back in July 2017.  Bro. Jesse 
Gustavsson moved and transferred his membership to the Boston Ecclesia.  
Sis. Carol Smith hosted another fine Sunday School outing at her home 
with hot dogs, games and readings with help from Sunday School 
Superintendent Bro. Jason Carroll.  

We were temporarily saddened by the withdrawal of Bro. Justin and 
Sis. Amanda Patterson, but after a short absence and much discussion they 
were readmitted back into fellowship.  Another time of sorrow was the 
withdrawals of Bro. Mike and Sis. Karen Neely; we sincerely hope they 
will reconsider their decision and rejoin us in our walk Zion-ward 
together.  Also the Lampasas Berean Christadelphian ecclesia has 
withdrawn fellowship from Bro. Ed Perez and Sis. Melissa Neely Baldwin 
for prolonged and continual absence from the Lord’s table and their refusal 
to return to the meeting. 

We had a “fruit-filled” Youth Gathering in December covering the 
Fruit of the Spirit - Peace, Joy, Patience and Goodness, Kindness and 
Gentleness, Self-Control and Faithfulness, and Love. We appreciate all the 
efforts of Bro. Nathan and Sis. Joanne Phillips in organizing the entire 
weekend; Bro. John and Sis. Sarah Tarver with the bowling/golfing/game 
outing; all those that helped in preparing and cleaning up after meals; and 
those brethren for their presentations - Brethren Len Naglieri, Todd Smith, 
Jim Phillips, Beryl Snyder, Mark Braune and Steve Osborne in lieu of 
Gary Stephen’s absence due to illness.  An additional pleasure was the 
opportunity to extend the right hand of fellowship that Sunday morning to 
the newly baptized Bro. Mikey Jasionowski.  All in attendance were 
uplifted by these encouraging words and events. 

Our ecclesia continues its Sunday mornings with Elpis Israel, 
afternoons with Eureka or fourth Sunday lectures, Monday evening 
Sisters’ Class studying “Seasons of Comfort”, and Wednesday evenings 
meeting at the hall kitchen to do daily readings and discussion.  On an 
individual basis some sisters are meeting at the kitchen on Thursdays to 
share their crafts/needlework and Friday evenings several brethren and 
sisters gather at Sis. Carol Smith’s to study “Faith in the Last Days”.  All 
traveling through the area are welcome to join in any of these times 
together with us. 

Bro. Jerry Connolly, recorder 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Though they have not been in our fellowship for some years, many of 
you would have known Bro. Ron and Sis. Shirley Crocker. We are 
saddened to let you know that Bro. Ron has fallen asleep in the Lord last 
night. He now lies peacefully awaiting our Lord’s return. 

Communication to Sis. Shirley can be sent to her by email 
at ronley744@gmail.com or by regular mail at 4 Wai Place, One Tree 
Point, Ruakaka, New Zealand, 0118 

Bro. Sid Jones 
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Editorial 

If Ye Keep in Memory 

“I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these 

things always in remembrance”—2 Peter 1:15  

THINGS to be kept in memory play an immeasurably important 

part in all phases of life. The success of any vocation, whether it be in 

the trades or the professions, depends in keeping in memory the 

fundamental principles upon which it was established.  

Now, if a basic standard for measuring, regulating and guiding 

conduct and practice is so essential in things pertaining to the affairs of 

this world, how transcendently greater it must be in things relating to 

the Way of salvation! If we are open to conviction, this becomes self-

evident as we read and study the Bible. Paul tells us that—  

“The Gospel is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that 

believeth” (Rom. 1:16). 

Belief is, therefore, only the first step, and by it the power of God is 

made available. But belief, or faith (same Greek word), says James, 

without works is dead—2: 26. Therefore the power of God must be 

permitted to operate in our lives through the Gospel in order to bring 

about salvation. This could be likened to a new house which has been 

wired for electrical purposes, and connected with the source of 

electrical power. But the power does nothing until a switch is operated, 

and the electricity is permitted to pass through the lamps, and by this 

action a room is filled with light; and continues to be so filled as long 

as—and only as long as—the power circuit is maintained.  

This is not a perfect analogy, but it does possess a reasonable 

relationship which becomes obvious when we return to Paul and the 

subject of the Gospel, for he says—  

“Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the Gospel which I 

preached unto you, which also ye have heard, and wherein ye stand: by 

which also ye are saved IF ye keep in memory what I preached unto 

you, unless ye have believed in vain” (1 Cor. 15:1-2).  

The keystone of Paul’s statement is found in the phrase “keep in 

memory.” The natural man requires no exhortation to keep in memory 

the things of this life, because he is surrounded by everything that goes 

to make up what the Scriptures define as ‘the world,’ and they are ever 

before him, and they appeal powerfully to the flesh.  

But the ‘things concerning the Kingdom of God and the Name of 

Jesus Christ’ are different. They are not outwardly visible. They are 

spiritual things, at present only spiritually perceived and discerned, far 
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above the fleshly mind’s comprehension and interests. To bring them 

into the mind in the first place requires a strong effort generated by 

introduction to the things of God, and a lifting of our interest up to 

spiritual and eternal things: things beyond the present life.  

If that interest is strong, we will turn to the Word of God as a Light 

shining in a dark place, and through a diligent application of the mind 

to the divine ideas and principles revealed therein, we will become 

‘wise unto salvation’ through a faith which works by love.  

At first, the believer may conclude that his efforts are now over, and 

all he has to do is wait for the Kingdom of God to appear. But alas, this 

is not true, and like Paul he makes a discovery (Rom. 7:21)— “I find a 

law that, when I would do good, evil is present with me.” 

The things of the world and of the flesh clamour within him for his 

attention; and he becomes conscious of the fact that, although an effort 

was required to learn the Truth, an even greater effort is required to 

keep it effectively in memory as a constant spiritual power. If he 

becomes mentally exercised, and acutely conscious of the challenging 

problem facing him, he will recall that, among the things ‘written for 

our instruction,’ there is none more appropriate than the instruction 

given to the people of Israel by Moses. First, he reminds them of their 

exalted position in relation to other men— “What nation is there so 

great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is in all 

things that we  call upon Him for? And what nation is there so great, 

that hath statutes and judgments so righteous as all this  law, which I 

set before you this day?” (Deut.4:7-8).  

Then he warns them that it is vitally essential to keep certain things 

in memory (Deut. 8:11-14)— “Beware that thou FORGET NOT the 

Lord thy God, in not keeping His commandments and His judgments 

which I command thee this day: “Lest, when thou hast eaten and art 

full, and hast built goodly houses and dwelt therein, and when thy 

herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, 

and all that thou hast is multiplied— “Then thine heart be lifted up, 

and thou FORGET the Lord thy God which brought thee forth out of 

the land of Egypt, the house of bondage.”  

The lesson is obvious. What people in all the earth occupy such a 

lofty position as we do because of our belief and obedience of the 

Gospel—Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise— Gal. 3: 

29. Or, as Peter expresses it—  “Ye are a chosen generation, a royal 

priesthood, an holy nation, a purchased people; that ye should show 

forth the praises of Him Who hath called you out of darkness into His 

marvellous light” (1 Peter 2:9).  
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To acceptably maintain such an exalted and responsible 

relationship with the Great Creator of the Universe, there is much to be 

done, and much to be ‘kept in memory.’ This is not a position that can 

ever be forgotten, or whose solemn obligations can be allowed to be 

absent from the mind. Peter, like Paul—fully cognizant of the greatness 

of the call and the weakness of the flesh—is deeply concerned with the 

same urgent problem of keeping in memory; and he is strikingly 

repetitious (and fittingly so) in his final exhortations before his death— 

“I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance” (2 Pet. 1: 

12).  

“Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you 

up by putting you in remembrance” (v. 13).  

“Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to 

have these things always in remembrance” (v. 15).  

“This 2nd epistle, beloved, I now write unto you, in both which (1st 

and 2nd) I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance” (3:1).  

Likewise James warns us against being like the man who— “Beheld 

. . . and straightway forgot. . .” (1:24). 

—saying the one to be blessed is he who is— “not a forgetful 

hearer.”  

And Jesus’ dying request to us was— “Do this, in remembrance of 

me.” 

Again to the 7 ecclesias— “Remember from whence thou art 

fallen...” “Remember how thou hast received...” 

And we find exhortations to, and commendations of remembrance, 

and warnings against forgetfulness, in practically every one of Paul’s 

epistles. Surely then there is a great danger here to be guarded against, 

and if we frankly examine our own selves by the light of the Spirit-

Word, we must all confess that keeping the right things in constant 

remembrance is one of our greatest problems, and simple human 

forgetfulness one of our greatest weaknesses. To remember takes 

effort—constant, vigilant effort.  

Israel did not forget that God existed. That was not the problem. But 

because of the busyness and attractiveness of their prosperity, their 

hearts were lifted up and carried away, and they failed to keep in 

memory all God had done for them, and all He required them to do. 

Most of the time their hearts and minds were far away on the natural 

things that occupy and interest the flesh. They were so busy with the 

pleasing and fascinating affairs of this life that they forgot how He had 

freed them from Egyptian bondage, and how He fed them with manna, 
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and supplied them with water, while they were passing through the 

wilderness.  

In the letter to the Hebrews, the apostle reminds us of the similarity 

of our position when he says (4:1-2)— “Let us therefore fear lest, a 

promise being left us of entering into His rest, any of you should seem 

to come short of it. For unto us was the Gospel preached, as well as 

unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed 

with faith in them that heard it.”  

If it were possible for the people of Israel to forget God because of 

their prosperity, it is very possible for us to do so. We too can forget 

our ‘first love,’ that point in our lives when we discovered the great 

salvation revealed to us in God’s Word. Our hearts seemed ready to 

burst with pent-up emotion when we became aware of the joyous 

comfort that settled upon us because of our wonderful relationship to 

the Great Creator-Father and His beloved Son.  

Have we held fast the intense first zeal of this confidence, and that 

glorious first rejoicing of the Hope, as a new-found light in a dark and 

dreary place? Or have our hearts been lifted up because we have 

prospered, and built ‘goodly houses’ in which to live?  

If the latter be true, and the bright original intensity of our joy has 

faded under the deceptive pressure of present things, then a luke 

warmness has developed within us, without our being conscious of it, 

and all because we have failed to sharply keep in memory certain 

things. What then will be our feeling in the day of resurrection when 

we discover that all of our personal possessions and interests of this life 

have perished, and the only element that is left to us is whatever 

character and record of love and service we have built up?  

But if we have brightly and faithfully kept in memory the full joy of 

the priceless heritage that has come into our possession through our 

belief and obedience of the Gospel, and have done our very best to live 

a life of holiness and service by keeping ourselves separated from the 

time and mind-wasting pleasures of this life, then we may have 

confidence, and not be fearful or ashamed when we stand before our 

great Judge.  

If he graciously bestows upon us the gift of God, what unspeakable 

joy will fill our hearts as we enter the Kingdom of God, clothed in a 

glorified nature, made equal unto the angels, having partaken of the 

Tree of Life which is in the midst of the Paradise of God—to live 

thereafter forever in the intense, rejoicing fulness of robust divine 

energy and power, never again to struggle in weakness against the 

flesh, and the burden of the forgetful mortal mind.     

                        —Bro. George A. Gibson, Editor 
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GATHERINGS & ACTIVITIES 
(To be held Yahweh Willing) 

HOLLADAY STUDY WEEKEND.….….……………………...…Mar 10–11, 2018 

Bro. Jeremy Osborne - call or text 774-262-3003 or e-mail   josborne827@gmail.com 
Bro.Don Miller   call or text 330-284-4416  or e-mail  donaldg.miller@yahoo.com 
Bro. Noah Brown  call or text  731-468-0843   or e-mail  sbsugar@hotmail.com 
LAMPASAS FRATERNAL GATHERING.….….………………June 8–10, 2018 

Information to follow next month God Willing 
HYE FRATERNAL GATHERING…….….…………….….….....July 22-29, 2018 

Bro. Mark Braune, 209 Ranger Dr, Buda TX, 78610 512-577-1119, 
markbraune@gmail.com, Study on 1st and 2nd Peter 
ODIADO BIBLE Study, Kenya.………..…….….………...  15 -19 August, 2018  

Bro. Shadrack Nakholi, Jackshadrack@gmail.com 

 

The Last Terrible Forty Years - 2 
“YAHWEH CAME FROM SINAI”: MOSES & HABAKKUK 

PARALLEL 

WE now begin the detailed consideration of the subjugation of the 

world by Christ and the immortalized Saints, as they set out from Sinai 

as “Yahweh, the Man of War.” Bro. Thomas has written on this in 

Eureka 11:545-554 and 111:581 forward. (See the extract from Bro. 

Thomas in this issue, pgs. 197-203. This is from Eur. III). Our attention 

is called to 2 parallel passages by Moses and Habakkuk—  

“The Lord came from Sinai, and rose up from Seir unto them. He 

shined forth from Mt. Paran, and came with 10,000 of saints” 

(Deut.33:2).  

“God came (shall come: JT) from Teman, and the Holy One from Mt. 

Paran . . Before Him went the pestilence . . He stood, and measured the 

earth: He beheld, and drove asunder the nations” (Hab. 3:3-6).  

Two things are to be noted: (1) This has never yet happened, and (2) 

the context, especially in Habakkuk, is clearly millennial. These 

Mosaic and Habakkuk visions are obviously identical with the 

Rainbowed Angel of Rev. 10, and the bloodstained One who comes 

from Edom of Isa. 63. Habakkuk continues—  

“I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction: and the curtains of the land of 

Midian did tremble” (v. 7).  

MIDIAN AND CUSHAN SUBDUED AND BLESSED FIRST 

Bro. Thomas reasons from this that Midian and Cushan (the Arabian 

Desert north and east of Sinai) are among the first to feel the sword of 

the King who is now setting out for world conquest, after the type of 

David who executed judgments in the southern desert before obtaining 

the sovereignty of Judah. The wild people of the Arabian Desert 

tel:(774)%20262-3003
mailto:josborne827@gmail.com
tel:(330)%20284-4416
mailto:donaldg.miller@yahoo.com
tel:(731)%20468-0843
mailto:sbsugar@hotmail.com
tel:512-577-1119
mailto:markbraune@gmail.com
mailto:Jackshadrack@gmail.com
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between Sinai and Israel are subdued, the desert is made to blossom 

like the rose, and the people glorify their conqueror for the blessing he 

brings upon their land. This is the first beginning of the establishment 

of the Kingdom.  

Bro. Thomas believed that the blessing of the land and the removal 

of the curse would immediately follow Christ’s conquest wherever he 

went. If we think upon it, we realize that this is how it would have to 

be—both from the point of view of reasonableness and fittingness, and 

also to fit the prophecies. We know that the curse must be removed, the 

earth blessed, and the people taught righteousness—that all must be 

changed from present worldwide human ugliness and corruption and 

misuse to worldwide divine wisdom and beauty and goodness.  

WORLDWIDE BLESSING: INSTANTANEOUS, OR 

GRADUAL? 

But have we thought HOW it will be done? Do we expect it to 

happen suddenly all over the earth? Or will it be gradual, orderly and 

progressive, like the opening up of a flower to the fullness of its 

beauty? Surely the latter.  

The Kingdom will begin from a small central nucleus, and then 

grow and grow until it fills the whole world. This is the picture that 

prophecy gives us, as in the case of the leavening of the bread, or the 

Little Stone that struck the Image.  

We see too that, in fittingness, wherever Christ advances he must 

transform. To pass through he must conquer, for he recognizes no 

human authority. He must be supreme wherever he goes. He cannot 

pass through and leave a land as it was, under the old human dominion. 

Nor can he devastate without transforming and restoring. This would be 

wholly out of harmony with his mission of filling the earth with the 

glory of God.  

So we realize, as soon as we think about it, that the picture Bro. 

Thomas gives us of a gradually expanding Kingdom, bringing 

transformation and blessing as it extends, is the only fitting one. To 

reach the Holy Land from Sinai, Christ must pass through the Southern 

Desert. He must therefore make it his own dominion, begin his work in 

it, subdue its inhabitants, abolish all human institutions in it, beautify 

its land, lift the curse, and fill it with God’s glory.  

The Kingdom of God has begun. A door has been opened in the 

political heavens. Christ and the Saints have a headquarters and a base 

of operations. 

Once he has entered an area, he has taken rulership over it as its 

rightful owner, the heir of the earth. And once he has taken the 

rulership and responsibility for it, he must abolish human evil and 
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begin his reign of righteousness and justice and blessing. The Old and 

the New cannot coexist in the same place.  

So first the Southern Desert—Midian and Cushan—is possessed 

and glorified: BEFORE Armageddon. Then all the Covenant-Land 

(from the Mediterranean to the Euphrates), AFTER Armageddon.  

THIS WILL CAUSE WORLDWIDE INTEREST AND 

CONCERN 

But, says Bro. Thomas, can such a Power begin to be developed in 

the area, and the rejected from the judgment seat be sent back into the 

world, and the wilderness and desert be transformed, and the wild 

Arabians be tamed and enlightened—without being a topic of burning 

and primary interest throughout the whole world?  

It was Bro. Thomas’ conviction, from various prophecies, that the 

Tarshish Power, the friend and defender of Israel, would be the first to 

be aware of the divine nature of the New Power in the Southern Desert, 

and would submit to it and enter into secret alliance with it.  

He wrote long before Britain had entered and occupied much of the 

Mideast, as he saw it would have to do to fulfil its appointed work of 

establishing the restored remnant “in the midst of the land.” Since his 

day we have seen Britain come in and fulfil in marvelous detail what he 

saw laid out for her by the finger of prophecy.  

However, with the passage of time, both Britain’s world power and 

her presence in the Mideast has of late greatly diminished, as the 

principal part of her work was completed.  

But as Britain has receded from the area, the activity of one of the 

“young lions” (Ezek. 38:13) has grown there, and today both Britain 

and US have close ties with the basic areas involved—Jordan and Saudi 

Arabia: sufficiently so that Bro. Thomas’ expectation of a secret 

alliance with the New Mideast Kingdom of Christ in the transformed 

deserts of Arabia are quite reasonable.  

But the reaction of the enemies of Israel—the Europe-Papal-Russian 

alliance—is very different. They will not know of the true nature of the 

New Power in the earth, nor of the relation of Tarshish to it. All they 

will know is that it is an expansive, dictatorial, aggressive Power with a 

new religion that is subversive and intolerant of all other religions. 

They will know that its power is gradually being extended.  

THERE MUST BE A TARSHISH POWER PROTECTING THE 

LAND 

Bro. Thomas, writing over 50 years before Britain liberated and 

occupied Palestine, expected Britain to still be in control of that land 

when these things were happening. He did not foresee the further 

development of Britain’s removal and Jewish independence. He knew 
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from Ezek. 38:13 that there must be a Tarshish power affording 

protection, and that Israel herself must be (v.11)—  

“Dwelling safely, without walls, bars, or gates.”  

He expected that Britain, under the instigation and protection of 

Christ, would cleanse Jerusalem of all the Greek, Roman and Moslem 

idols and shrines, and that this would arouse the Beast, False Prophet 

and Dragon to great fury.  

Though Britain is no longer the governing power there, it is quite 

possible the same course of events may develop. All nations must be 

gathered against JERUSALEM to battle” (Zech. 14:1). This is before 

Christ reveals himself to the Jews as their rejected Messiah and takes 

possession of Jerusalem. Why then do the nations come against 

Jerusalem, if it is the New Arabian “Antichrist” they are enraged at?  

It is possible that the Jews themselves, increasingly antagonized by 

the Papacy and Russia, will do what Bro. Thomas expected Britain to 

do—clear the idols and idolaters out of Jerusalem. They, too, will 

surely know of the New Arabian Power allied with their Tarshish 

friends and protectors, and while they will not know or believe it is the 

Christ they crucified 2000 years ago, they will be aware it is both 

friendly and powerful.  

PAPACY WILL CRY “ANTICHRIST!”: RUSSIA WILL HEAD 

ALLIANCE 

To the Papacy, the New Arabian Power will have all the expected 

characteristics of the long-anticipated Antichrist of their perverted 

theology, and this will be their rallying cry against him. 

It is clear from both prophecy and the present world picture before 

our eyes that Russia will be the leader and master of this latter-day 

crusade against Jerusalem. It is clear today that Russia’s path to its 

long-coveted control of the world and remoulding it to a manmade 

millennium, lies through the Mideast. And it is clear that Israel is the 

great stumbling block there, like Mordecai sitting in the gate of the 

King. Tarshish opposes the invaders—  

“Art thou come to take a spoil?” (Ezek. 38:13)  

—but is overwhelmed and driven back across the Jordan into Edom, 

Moab and Ammon, while Russia and her allies sweep on into Egypt 

(Dan. 11:41-43).  

CHRIST BRINGS A REMNANT OF ISRAEL FROM EGYPT 

It is at this point that Bro. Thomas believes the requirements of 

various prophecies necessitate the fitting in of a descent into Egypt by 

Christ, to deliver and bring out the Jews that are there—to bring them, 

as an earnest of the whole nation, again through the Red Sea and into 

the Covenant.  
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In the meantime, Jerusalem is captured by the invader, and its 

people are in the process of deportation into captivity (Zech. 14:2). In 

WW II, both Germany and Russia shifted around great masses of 

captive people like cattle—to death camps, to slave labour projects, or 

simply relocated them—to suit their own political ends.  

JACOB’S LAST AND WORST “TIME OF TROUBLE” 

Today Russia and the Arabs and the Papacy denounce the nation of 

Israel as usurpers of Arab lands, and it is clear their first step as soon as 

they were able would be to destroy or deport them, so Zech. 14:2 and 

13:8 are right in line with the present picture and probabilities.  

This last “time of Jacob’s trouble” is clearly the worst and most 

terrible of all its bloodstained history—worse than the Assyrians, 

Babylonians, Romans and Hitler. For years the Arabs, egged on by 

Russia and the Papacy, have sworn to completely destroy Israel from 

the face of the earth. We are told that in the last invasion ⅔ of the 

people in the land shall be cut off and die. It is clear therefore, both 

from prophecy and from present utterances, that the Papal-Gogian 

confederacy proposes to “solve” the Jewish Question once and forever.  

It is at this point God’s words in Ezek. 38:18 are fulfilled—  

“Then shall My fury come up in My face” (Ezek. 38:18).  

This is the “eyes as a flame of fire” and “countenance as lightning” 

of the Multitudinous Man, the Rainbowed Angel (Zech. 14:3)—  

“Then shall Yahweh go forth and fight against those nations.”  

“. . with whirlwinds of TEMAN” (Zech. 9:14).  

BOZRAH: THE FIRST CONFRONTATION OF YAHWEH & 

THE IMAGE  

From Isa. 63:1-6, it is obvious that Bozrah is a very important, key 

battle—the first encounter with the Gogian forces. It is at Bozrah that 

the garments of the Rainbowed Angel, of Yahweh the Man of War, are 

stained with the blood of Gog.  

There is an added significance to this in the fact that Teman and 

Bozrah are in Edom. Edom (red—standing for the flesh of sin) is the 

typical enemy of God’s people. This comes out clearly in Ezek. 35, just 

preceding the group of chapters (36-39) describing Israel’s regathering 

and blessing in the last days. Edom is to be a perpetual desolation 

“when the whole world rejoiceth” (Ezek. 35:14). Edom is apparently to 

be a perpetual, desolate, burning memorial to the subjugation and 

destruction of the flesh during the Millennium.  

Yahweh, the Man of War, confronts Gog at Bozrah, in the northern 

part of Edom, about 20 miles south of the Dead Sea. (Teman is about 

30 miles further south). Here He turns “every man’s sword against his 

brother” and “pleads against them with pestilence and with blood.” 
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Thus begins the War of Armageddon, the “War of the Great Day of 

God Almighty” (Rev. 16:14-16).  

Though Israel is God’s “battle-ax and weapons of war” against the 

nations of the world, it is emphasized (Isa. 63:3) that in this initial 

encounter the nation of natural Israel has no part. It is the work of the 

Man of One—Christ and the Saints—alone. It occurs before Jesus 

reveals himself to Israel as their rejected and crucified Messiah.  

AFTER BOZRAH VICTORY: CHRIST ADVANCES TOWARD 

JERUSALEM 

From the slaughter of Gog at Bozrah, the Multitudinous Christ 

advances toward Israel, “travelling in the greatness of his strength.” 

The natural route, and the one in harmony with both type and prophecy, 

would be up the east side of the Dead Sea through Moab to the Jordan 

opposite Jericho. Here is where the Valley of Achor (by Jericho) 

becomes a “door of hope” (Hos. 2:15) for the typical remnant of Israel 

that Christ has brought with him out of Egypt, as firstfruits and earnest 

of the whole nation’s deliverance.  

The Gogian enemy in the land meanwhile is destroyed and reduced 

to 1/6 of his forces by his own mutual self-slaughter and by the 

pestilence and judgment of the elements brought on him by God. The 

sixth retreats into Assyria, and God’s land is at last completely freed of 

its enemies.  

In the judgment on Gog there is a—  “Great shaking in the midst of 

the land, and the mountains shall be thrown down, and every wall shall 

fall to the ground” (Ezek. 38:19-20).  

“And the Mt. of Olives shall cleave in the midst...” —and leave a 

great east-west valley, as the halves of the mount move to the north and 

the south (Zech. 14:4). And through this newly formed valley Christ 

and the Saints come, fulfilling Ezek. 43:2—  

“And behold the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the 

east. And His voice was like the noise of many waters. And the earth 

shined with His glory.”  

Jesus had said to them as he closed his first ministry among them—  

“Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.  

“Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say: Blessed is he that 

cometh in the Name of the Lord”  (Matt. 23:38-9).  

“LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, O YE GATES, FOR THE KING OF 

GLORY!” 

Approaching the gates of Jerusalem, now suddenly relieved from 

the occupying and desolating forces of Gog, they cry (Psa. 24:7-10)—  



85—Berean 2018 

 

“Lift up your heads, O ye gates: and be ye lift up, ye everlasting 

doors: and the King of Glory shall come in!”  

And the enquiry comes from within— “Who is this ‘King of 

Glory’?”  

They know that their destroyer has been destroyed, and that they 

have been saved at the very last moment of imminent extinction, but 

they do not know who the Saviour is. The strange answer comes—  

“Yahweh of Hosts, He is the King of Glory. Lift up your heads, ye 

everlasting doors, and the King of Glory shall come in.”  

So they realize that here at last is there long-promised and long 

awaited Messiah, delivering them when all hope seemed gone, and they 

cry— “Hosanna to the Son of David!”  

And there is great rejoicing throughout Jerusalem and the land.  

But when their glorious King comes into the city, and they present 

themselves before him, the question is soon asked, doubtless with great 

fear and foreboding (Zech. 13:6)—  

“WHAT ARE THESE WOUNDS IN THINE HANDS?” (Zech. 13:6).  

And the terrible answer—  

“Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends.”  

JOY TURNED TO DEEP NATIONAL REMORSE AND 

MOURNING 

And so, like Joseph, he is made known to his brethren, and they are 

filled with fear, and joy is turned to national mourning—  

“And they shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, and they 

shall mourn for him as one mourneth for his only son.  

“In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem . . . and 

the land shall mourn, every family apart”  (Zech. 12:10-14).  

And so, first by great oppression and tribulation, and then by great 

national humiliation and repentance, is the remnant of Israel cleansed 

and purified—  

“It shall come to pass that in all the land, saith the Lord, 2 parts 

there in shall be cut off and die: but the third shall be left therein.  

“And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine 

them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried:  

“And they shall call on My Name, and I will hear them. 1 will say, It 

is My people; and they shall say, Yahweh is my God.  

“In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness”  (Zech. 13:8,9,1).  

This is very beautiful and very fitting. It is Israel’s most terrible and 

yet most glorious experience. With a sudden, shocking flood of 
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realization they learn they have been utterly wrong and blindly fighting 

the divine Light for 20 centuries, and that all their sorrow has been 

because they rejected and killed the Son of God who had been sent to 

them in gentleness and love to call them to glory.  

THE BEAUTY OF GOD’S WAY: ISRAEL BROKEN AND 

PURGED 

Surely no imaginable experience could be more traumatic and 

transforming. Nothing could so thoroughly and deeply shake and purge 

and humble and enlighten them—break the hardness of their blind self-

sufficiency and prepare them for the ministration of redemption and 

love. Human nature must be crushed and broken and shaken to its 

foundations before it can begin to learn divine holiness and wisdom.  

In the marvellous contrivance of His love and wisdom, God shall—  

“Pour upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of grace and of 

supplication” (Zech. 12:10).  

And the New Covenant will be made with the House of Judah—  

“Written in their inward parts and in their hearts”  (Jer. 31:33).  

For 7 months thereafter (Ezek. 39:11-16) they are cleaning up the 

land from the wreckage of the invader, and burying the multitude of 

dead he has left behind in his flight.  

As elsewhere in the extension of Christ’s power, the curse is lifted 

and the land beautified, and the people blessed in wisdom and love and 

firm, righteous rule. The Little Stone Power now encompasses all the 

territory from Sinai to the north limits of Israel. The—  

“Kingdom has come to the daughter of Jerusalem,” and  

“No strangers shall pass through her any more” (Joel 3:17).  

But she still has the joyful and glorious task before her, under 

Christ, of establishing herself as the “first dominion” of the world 

(Micah 4:8).  

(Continued next month, if the Lord will)                       —Bro. G.V.Growcott 

 

Love 
“Behold the amazing gift of love The Father hath bestowed on us 

the sinful sons of men To call US Sons of God!” 

Brothers and Sisters, it is a great opportunity for us to gather here 

around the memorial table in order to focus on the emblems before us, 

to keep in memory the sacrifice our Lord made and the calling that has 

been afforded us.  

Today the exhortation is to focus on the subject of Love. The 

subject of love has many facets. It takes a closer view at the subject to 
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bring out the many sides, each with a lesson and a topic that will aid us 

in our walk Zionward. In the ecclesial world this is not to be done 

alone. Brothers and Sisters, ”Behold the amazing gift of love the Father 

HAS BESTOWED ON US, to call US sons of God.” 

During the first seven days Yahweh placed man in the Garden of 

Eden and took Eve from Adan to be a help to him in his work and his 

life. A bond grew between the two and one aspect of love became 

evident, that aspect is trust. That trust did not work out too well for 

Adam and Eve, but they remained together and in time a family grew. 

Two types of love became evident at this point—the filial love or the 

trust and understanding of one person to another, and the agape love or 

the trust and understanding that has no boundaries and is unconditional, 

as that demonstrated by the bond between a mother to her newborn 

child. Yahweh demonstrated this agape love many times to the children 

of Israel 

David demonstrated this agape type of love toward Absalom. Until 

Absalom’s end David continued to ask, “What about the Boy” 

Corinthians 13:4-7 – 

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it 

is not proud. 

5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it 

keeps no record of wrongs. No score card. 

6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 

7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

Paul begins with two verbs which describe positively what love is. 

Secondly, he gives a series of seven verbs which describe negatively 

what love is not. Thirdly, he gives a contrasting statement to describe 

love: love does not do this but rather that. And then fourthly and 

finally, he describes four things that love always does. So we are going 

to look at what love is, what love is not, what love does in contrast to 

something else, and then, finally, what love always does. 

First of all, “Love is patient, love is kind.” (1 Corinthians 13:4) 

Now when we read that verse in English, those sound like adjectives, 

not verbs. But in the original language all of the descriptions in verses 

4-7 are verbs. They are not describing so much what love is but how 

love acts. Love acts patiently; love acts kindly. If you make the most 

noble of sacrifices, but do not practice patience and kindness towards 

others, then you are nothing, you gain nothing. 

Love is patient. Isn’t it interesting that the very first word Paul 

chooses to describe love is patience? The word here means “to bear 

patiently with other people’s faults and offenses, to be longsuffering.” 

This is the first characteristic of agape love because it is totally 
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unconditional. It is choosing to love another not because of who they 

are, but in spite of who they are—in spite of what they do to you or 

have done to you. It is a love which understands the frailties of human 

nature and refuses to take offense. It is a love which sees the potential 

in people and does not demand instant maturity or growth. It is a love 

which continues to desire the best for others even when it is slandered 

or abused. It is a love remarkably like God’s. 

Think about it. Isn’t God incredibly patient with us? Psalm 103:13-

14 – “As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has 

compassion on those who fear him; for he knows how we are formed, 

he remembers that we are dust.” 2 Peter 3:9 – “The Lord is not slow in 

keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with 

you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 

repentance.” Paul wrote to Timothy: “I am the worst (of sinners). But 

for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of 

sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an 

example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life” 

(1 Timothy 1:15-16). God is love, and therefore God is patient with us. 

Love is kind. It has been said, “The greatest thing a man can do for 

his Heavenly Father is to be kind to some of his other children.” It is 

not difficult to be kind. It doesn’t take much effort, but it does take 

intention. And that is what Paul is talking about here—caring enough to 

be kind. Sometimes just a word is enough. Proverbs 12:25 says, “An 

anxious heart weighs a man down, but a kind word cheers him up.” 

Love practices acts of kindness towards others—simple, loving acts of 

kindness. 

This world is very often not a kind place. People say and do so 

many hurtful things. We need a lot more kindness in our world. Make it 

a point to be kind to others. Let it be spontaneous, no hesitation. If you 

can think it, you can do it. Kindness is a powerful medicine for a 

hurting world. Many people will remember an act of kindness forever. 

There is an old poem that goes like this: “I shall pass through this 

world but once. Any good thing, therefore, that I can do, or any 

kindness that I can show to any human being, let me do it now. Let me 

not defer it or neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again.” (Stephen 

Grellet, but often attributed to William Penn). 

Love is patient, love is kind. These two words describe our passive 

and our active responses towards others. God is described as being both 

patient and kind. God holds back his wrath and pours forth his mercies. 

In Romans 2:4 Paul speaks of God’s kindness, tolerance and patience, 

and how God’s kindness leads us towards repentance. So, thank God 

for His patience, and then be patient with others. Praise God for His 

kindness, and then be kind toward others. Start with your family, and 
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then move on to your neighbors, co-workers, fellow students, and even 

strangers. 

Next Paul uses seven verbs to describe love negatively—what love 

does not do. “Love does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It 

is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 

record of wrongs.” (1 Corinthians 13:4-5) 

Love does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. First, “Love 

does not envy.” The word here is a strong word which literally means 

to burn with zeal, but when applied negatively it means to burn or boil 

with envy. We can envy many things—a person’s position in life, their 

possessions, or their appearance. We can even envy another person’s 

natural gifts or service for God! Love does not envy, because love is 

glad for what the other person has. There is no rivalry or competition in 

love. 

You cannot love someone and envy them at the same time. Envy 

causes us to treat others in wrongful ways. Joseph’s brothers sold him 

into slavery because they envied him. The gospel writers tell us that it 

was out of envy that the chief priests handed Jesus over to be crucified. 

Envy is a poison which eventually consumes the person who chooses to 

harbor it in his or her life. Proverbs 14:30 says, “A heart at peace gives 

life to the body, but envy rots the bones.” Love does not envy. 

Next comes, “Love does not boast.” If envy is desiring what 

another person has, boasting comes from the desire for others to see 

what you have. Sometimes a person boasts truthfully about themselves. 

But more often they tend to stretch the truth. The Greek word can mean 

to exaggerate or display yourself, to brag about yourself, literally to be 

a windbag! It means to act and talk in such a manner that you draw 

attention to yourself. 

Some people feel the need always to be on center stage. They want 

others to notice them, to admire them. They look for what they can get 

from others rather than what they can give to others. You cannot boast 

and love at the same time, because boasting is concerned with you, 

while love is concerned with others. 

Closely related to boasting is the issue of pride. “Love is not 

proud.” Once again, in the Greek this is a verb rather than an adjective. 

The word actually means to inflate. You could translate it, “Love does 

not puff itself up.” Boasting is pride acting outwards in relation to other 

people. Pride acts inward in relation to yourself. It is the act of puffing 

yourself up in your own eyes until you feel so superior to others that 

you cannot possibly love them. This kind of pride breeds a critical and 

judging spirit that has no patience with others and no desire to act 

kindly. Love does not envy, love does not boast, love is not proud. 
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The next pair of verbs tells us that love is not rude or self-seeking. 

When Paul writes that “love is not rude,” he uses a verb which means 

to act disgracefully or dishonorably. It means to violate the accepted 

standards of behavior in such a way that you make others feel 

uncomfortable. 

Paul is speaking here about common courtesy. This is love in 

relationship to society. We are social beings who live in community. As 

such we have certain social customs and expectations. Love cares 

enough about people that it seeks to respect those conventions. 

Immodest dress, offensive language, and disrespect for others—all of 

these are examples of a general rudeness which is incompatible with 

agape love. Therefore, love does not dress, speak or act in a way that 

defies general standards and offends other people. 

I realize that’s not popular talk in our highly individualistic culture. 

Most people take the attitude, “I’ll do whatever I want, and if you don’t 

like it, tough!” Love says, “I will do whatever ministers to others, and 

if I don’t like it, tough.” 

Love is not rude or “self-seeking.” This next word speaks about 

seeking your own advantage, putting yourself before others. Paul writes 

in Philippians 2:3-4, “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 

conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of 

you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests 

of others.” Notice that we should not neglect ourselves, but neither 

should we seek our own advantage to the detriment of others. You’ve 

heard the saying, “Some persons love people and use things; others 

love things and use people.” Love does not use people to gain its own 

advantage. It looks outward rather than inward. It takes the attitude of 

Jesus who came “not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). Love is not rude or self-seeking. 

Now we come to the final pair in this section. “Love is not easily 

angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.” “Not easily angered” has to do 

with the short-term, while “keeping no record of wrongs” has more to 

do with the long-term. 

To be easily angered means to be easily provoked or stirred up, to 

be irritated or touchy, to yield to provocation. Now understand this, we 

all have certain buttons which when pushed will trigger an unloving 

reaction. Push the right buttons on me on the wrong day, and I will 

probably end up owing you an apology. But some people are covered 

with buttons. They seem to take special pride in polishing and 

grooming their buttons, and then they wear them all over the front of 

their life where people can’t help but bump into them. They even set 

their buttons on a hair trigger so that the slightest touch will provoke a 

reaction. Paul says that is not love. 
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This goes along with patience. Proverbs 19:11 says, “A man’s 

wisdom gives him patience; it is to his glory to overlook an offense.” A 

bad temper reveals an unloving spirit. We should bear with one another 

in love. It is to your glory to overlook an offence. 

That’s the short-term, blowing up when someone presses your 

buttons. Others struggle more with the long-term side of this: “love 

keeps no record of wrongs.” Being easily angered is a quick reaction 

which results in hurtful words and harmful actions. Keeping a record of 

wrongs is the long-term decision to hold on to bitterness and 

resentment, to choose not to forgive. It is the difference between the 

quick flare and the slow burn. The word Paul uses here literally means 

“to count the evil, to credit it to someone’s account.” 

This is the way God loves us when God forgives our sins by 

showing repentance. We read in Psalm 130:3-4  “If you, O LORD, kept 

a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? But with you there is 

forgiveness; therefore, you are feared.” Paul says in 2 Corinthians 

5 that “God . . . reconciled us to himself through Christ . . . not 

counting men’s sins against them . . . God made him who had no sin to 

be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 

God.” God says in Jeremiah 31:34, “I will forgive their wickedness and 

will remember their sins no more.” 

“Love does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, 

it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 

wrongs.” How’s your list coming? You should have some strengths 

and some weaknesses listed by now. If you have only strengths listed, 

you’re either very loving, or you’re not being honest with yourself. If 

you have only weaknesses listed, you’re either very humble, or you’re 

not giving yourself enough credit. Try to keep a realistic balance 

between your areas of strength and weakness. 

Paul has described love in positive terms—what love is; and in 

negative terms—what love is not. Now he goes on to describe love with 

a contrasting statement in verse 6: “Love does not delight in evil but 

rejoices with the truth” (1 Corinthians 13:6). 

When Paul says that love does not delight in evil, he means that 

love takes no pleasure in unrighteousness, in injustice, in any 

wickedness at all. Love never rejoices when people are mistreated, 

when evil wins out, when God is dishonored, or when God’s law is 

disobeyed. Rather than rejoicing, love cries out with the psalmist 

in Psalm 119:136 – “Streams of tears flow from my eyes, for your law 

is not obeyed.” 

Love does not delight when evil befalls another person. Love is 

never glad at another person’s misfortune, never gossips about 
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another’s problems. Love does not delight in evil, but rejoices with the 

truth. 

That’s the contrast. Love rejoices when truth wins out, not evil. As 

Christians we are to love the Truth at all costs. We should speak the 

truth in love. Scripture leaves no room for a watered-down love that 

accepts and believes anything without regard for Biblical truth. True 

love does not divorce itself from tough moral choices. We see that God 

offers forgiveness and restoration to the sinner who repents. 

We must love the Truth at all costs. We must love people, but not 

soft-peddle sin. Balancing truth and love is never easy. It often involves 

confrontation, and most of us don’t like that. But sometimes truly 

loving someone requires loving confrontation. Love does not delight in 

evil, but rejoices with the truth. Where does this characteristic of love 

fit on your list of strengths and weaknesses? 

Finally God tells us four things that love always does. Look at vs. 7: 

“Love always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 

perseveres” (1 Corinthians 13:7). Let’s look at each of these briefly. 

First, love always protects. The word Paul uses here is related to the 

Greek word for “roof.” It means “to protect by covering over,” just as a 

roof provides a protective covering from the elements. Protection is a 

natural byproduct of love. A pastor protects the church he loves. The 

good shepherd protects the sheep. A parent naturally protects his or her 

children. Some children complain that their parents are over-protective. 

Paul calls it love. 

Secondly, love always trusts. The word here means to trust or 

believe in, to commit yourself to someone or something. Now love is 

not stupid or naïve. I don’t think I saw those words anywhere on Paul’s 

list. It does not believe an obvious lie or blindly put its trust in 

untrustworthy people. But love chooses to believe the best about people 

until proven otherwise. And love certainly trusts God who is always 

completely trustworthy. 

Thirdly, love always hopes. Love is unabashedly optimistic. Love 

does not dwell on the problems of the past, but looks forward to the 

future with confidence and grace. 

And finally, love always perseveres. Love never stops loving. It 

continues in the face of rejection and opposition. It bears up under 

insult and injury. Love perseveres because it is unconditional. It 

chooses to love people in spite of themselves. Love always protects, 

always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. And Paul says that 

without this kind of love, we are nothing. 

In conclusion, the qualities Paul has described here are really the 

fruit of the Spirit in your life. It is only as you yield to God and ask 
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Him to help change you along with your active participation that He 

will make you into a more loving person. 

Jesus demonstrated this beautiful picture of love. He is the prism 

that breaks love down into its constituent parts so that we can see it 

more clearly. He is the perfect rainbow of love. Rather than get 

discouraged over your own shortcomings, cast your troubles upon 

Christ as one of our hymns says. Meditate on the beauty of his 

character. And let God aid us in our life, transforming us ever more into 

the likeness of Christ by following his examples. That is the secret to 

grow in love. 

“Behold the amazing gift of love the Father has bestowed on us, to 

call us sons of God.”      —Bro. Gary Stephen  

 

Signs -  US (Tarshish) and Russia (Gogue) in a Shooting War 

“American led troops have killed at least five Russians in Syria”, 
(this is what the Russian press says, though others give a much 
larger number) in the first hot war, ostensibly between the US and 
Russia, or World War III. This has received virtually no publicity in 
the US, and very little in Russia. In the US, it doesn’t fit most of the 
news media’s narrative, that President Donald Trump is a puppet of 
President Vladimir Putin, so they have generally ignored it. One 
commentator on Fox News, Tucker Carlson, is the only one I have 
heard mention it, but only to mock the main stream media's 
narrative.  

The Americans which were attacked, were part of the Kurdish 
forces in Syria. And the Russian troops which were killed were a 
part of a private army, which apparently is illegal in Russia, called 
“Wagner.” These are special Russian troops functioning in 
cooperation with, though outside the jurisdiction of the Russian 
Army, much as Black Water, does for the US.  

The following is from the New York Post, and retired USA Army 
Colonel Ralph Peters 

From the New York Post: 
[START QUOTE] It was inevitable. Russian “mercenaries” attacked 
a forward base in Syria where they knew American advisors were 
stationed. It was a test. And our military passed. 
Let’s hope the administration passes, too. 

The most important thing about this attack on our troops is that it 
couldn’t have happened without Vladimir Putin’s personal approval. 

The core of the attacking force came from the Wagner Group, 
Russia’s version of the American thugs who worked for the 
company formerly known as Blackwater. But while the media refers 
to the Russians as mercenaries, the Wagner Group functions as an 
auxiliary of the Russian military — it previously gave command 
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performances in Crimea and eastern Ukraine. It exists to give 
Moscow (barely) plausible deniability. 

It also allows the Kremlin to avoid reporting formal military 
casualties. Putin remembers the popular disaffection in the 1980’s 
because of the “zinky boys,” the young Russian soldiers returning 
home in zinc coffins in large numbers. 
But the bottom line is that these killers — primarily ethnic Russians, 
but also recruited regionally — work for Putin.  

Russian suggestions that this was a rogue operation are 
ludicrous: An armored task force including hundreds of Russian 
citizens doesn’t attack US troops and blindside Putin. Doesn’t work 
that way, comrade. 

And somewhere between several dozen and 200 of these 
Kremlin auxiliaries were killed, with hundreds more of the attackers 
wounded. We may never know the precise number, but the 
interesting point is that the higher casualty figures come from 
unofficial Russian sources. 

What happened? Last week, a Russian-directed task force with 
tanks and artillery crossed the agreed deconfliction line separating 
Assad’s turf and that liberated by the Syrian Democratic Forces — 
our guys. The Russians knew our advisors were there because we 
told them. After about 5 miles, the Russians, thinly cloaked as 
regime forces, attacked. 
It was a very bad idea. 

Our ground-attack aircraft and drones struck back promptly to 
protect our troops. And the crucial difference between our pilots and 
Russians jet-jockeys is that we hit our targets. It was not a banner 
day for Mother Russia. 

But while the guided bombs struck, a charade continued, with 
US and Russian officers chatting on a hot line. We warned the 
Russians we were hitting the attackers. The Russians played dumb 
and didn’t interfere. (No plausible denial had they gotten openly 
involved.) And there would’ve been a lot of Russian aircraft strewn 
over the landscape. 

What now? The Russians will try to take revenge, one way or 
another. President Trump will be tested. In a phone conversation 
with Putin on Monday, the president and the czar didn’t discuss the 
events in Syria, according to the Russian side. Hard to believe, but 
what really matters will be what happens next. 

Nor did this event happen in a strategic vacuum. Almost 
simultaneously, Iran tested Israel by sending a drone into Israeli 
airspace. And Iran fared even worse than did those Russian yahoos 
with tanks. 

After butchering Syrian civilians with impunity, it must have 
shocked the Kremlin’s gangsters-in-uniform to face US airpower, 
but the Iranians in Syria paid a still-higher price: The IDF [Israeli 
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Defense Force] tore apart Assad’s air defenses and hit Iranian 
command-and-control nodes. We killed sergeants, the Israelis killed 
colonels. 

Iran wants Israel destroyed and all Jews dead. Putin wants the 
US out of Syria, but doesn’t really mind if Israel weakens Iran’s grip 
at this point — leaving Assad more reliant on Russia. Lot of moving 
parts in this scenario. 

But what’s clear as vodka is that Putin was willing to risk a large 
number of his men in the hope they’d kill enough American advisers 
to make us flee Syria. It didn’t work, but Putin won’t give up. He’s 
paid a much higher price in Syria than he initially expected, and he 
wants a return on his investment. He’ll try other ways to drive us 
out, perhaps using terror attacks to kill Americans. 

The Russians are at war with us, and we’re at war with them, but 
both sides would find an admission inconvenient. So we’ll continue 
deconflicting flight paths and coordinating boundaries . . . while 
Putin’s henchmen calculate how best to wound us, from attacking 
our elections to killing Americans in uniform. 

We passed a test last week. But that was a pop quiz, not the 
final exam. [END NEW YORK POST ARTICLE.] 

Colonel Peters mentioned the work of these militants in Crimea 
and Ukraine. There the militants were called “Little Green Men” but 
did the same bidding of President Putin, allowing him deniability. It 
is interesting to hear Colonel Peters say, we are already at war. We 
are, and we are already in World War III, but the lid is being kept on 
it for now.                                                               —Bro. Jim Phillips 

 

Israeli politicians accused Poland's prime minister of anti-
Semitism on Saturday for equating Poles who participated in the 
horrors of the Holocaust to supposed “Jewish perpetrators,” setting 
off a new chapter in an angry dispute over Poland's new bill 
criminalizing the mention of Polish complicity in the Nazi-led 
genocide. 

Yair Lapid, head of the centrist opposition Yesh Atid party, said 
Israel should recall its ambassador immediately in response to 
Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki's comments, which he 
called “anti-Semitism of the oldest kind.” 

“The perpetrators are not the victims. The Jewish state will not 
allow the murdered to be blamed for their own murder,” said Lapid, 
the son of a Holocaust survivor. 

Labor leader Avi Gabbay said Morawiecki sounded like any other 
Holocaust denier with the remarks he gave in Munich, Germany, on 
Saturday.  —ASSOCIATED PRESS FEB 17, 2018 | 12:05 PM | JERUSALEM 
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Meditations— Deity’s Ways No. 103 
“THE world,” said Dr. Thomas, “is to-day precisely what it was in 

the days of the apostles” (Eureka, vol. 1, p. 303). In the first century the 

world lay in wickedness, and “woe” awaited it. So now the world is 

hopelessly corrupt, and annihilating judgments are impending. What is 

the world? Human society—the great mass of men and women around, 

whose thoughts and ways are antagonistic to the word of divine 

revelation. In the light of the character of the world, and its 

approaching doom, how vital is it for us to heed scripture counsel on 

the subject: “Love not the world.” “The friendship of the world is 

enmity with God.” To give the go-by to this counsel is our temptation 

and danger. To shake hands with the world, to woo and wed the world, 

is our common peril. The one or the other can be done in matters social, 

political, and religious. Let us take care. Let us beware of self-

deception. Let us also beware of the wheedling, serpent-like, half-

asleep professors of the truth. Balaamites are not yet extinct. 

The devil is our life-long unwanted companion. He is with us at our 

birth, and with us at our death. Although we hate him, and strive to 

keep him at a distance, yet he will not leave us. To do battle with this 

devil is the task of our probation, and our life depends upon our success 

in the fight. “Who is the devil”? Sin. “Where is sin to be found”? In our 

nature—it is inseparable from it. “But is not sin an abstract thing? How 

can it be in our nature”? Primarily, and literally speaking, sin is an 

abstract thing—it is the transgression of the law (1 Jno. 3:4); but, 

secondarily, and figuratively speaking, it is that evil principle in the 

flesh (resultant from the fall), which is now the cause of transgression 

(Rom. 5:12; 7:17–20). That sin should be personified, and called “the 

devil,” is not strange, in view of the way in which the scriptures 

personify abstract things (such as righteousness, wisdom, death, etc.), 

and in view of the meaning of the original word translated “devil.” 

There ought to be no difficulty among the brethren over the subject of 

the devil. Let us fear to create a profitless hubbub over mere words. 

“Blessed are the pure in heart.” 

To exhort, according to the scriptures, is not to judge. To confound 

these two things, especially in our platform orations, is possible. To 

exhort is a duty (Heb. 3:13; 10:25); to judge is to sin (Matt. 7:1; Rom. 

14:13). To exhort is to incite and stimulate to good works by words of 

advice, warning, and encouragement. To judge is to condemn without 

divine authority, or to pass sentence in reference to matters upon which 

the Spirit has not explicitly spoken. Let us be careful to exhort—to do 

so with all the earnestness, persuasiveness, and ability that we can 

command—but let us fear to judge. Let us tremble to act unjustly, 

unmercifully, or to arrogate to ourselves the functions and prerogatives 
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of Christ. We shall work on safe lines if we make it a rule to deal more 

with principles than with people—more with the gravity and 

heinousness of the sins enumerated as mortal in such passages as Gal. 

5:19–21, than with the alleged naughtiness of brother and sister Happy-

go-lucky in regard to them. It is Christ’s business, not ours, to 

pronounce the doom of wrong-doers: “Therefore, judge nothing until 

the Lord come” (1 Cor. 4:5). But, whilst we recognise our obligation in 

the sense defined, there is a judgment to be pronounced by us; we are to 

mark the disobedient and unruly, and, in the event of their persistency 

in unscriptural conduct, we are to apply God’s law in regard to 

withdrawal (Matt. 18:17; 1 Cor. 5:11–13; 2 Thess. 3:6–14). But in such 

cases let us see to it that we, in the spirit of humility and kindness, 

“judge righteous judgment” (John 7:24), never allowing ourselves in 

thought or word to consign our brethren to eternal perdition. 

Servants who require coaxing or shaming before they will bestir 

themselves are far from exemplary. The same is true of servants who 

scheme to take only those jobs which are convenient and pleasing. 

These remarks apply to servants in general, but to those in the employ 

of the Lord Jesus in particular. Christ requires industrious, willing, 

disinterested people—men and women who will put him first and 

themselves in the background—who will study his interests, his wishes, 

and act bravely and loyally. Let us count the cost, dear brethren and 

sisters, of faithful service, and be ready to give it. None but profitable 

servants will survive the Judgment. Shirkers, grumblers, and time-

servers will find no place among the kings and priests of the future age. 

This exalted position is reserved for those only who, in time of 

difficulty and much discouragement, have carried on the work of the 

Lord, for those who have striven, unfeignedly and whole-heartedly, in 

his absence to build up and keep going the ecclesias of God. Let us, 

then, plod on, following as closely as we can in the steps of the Master 

and his noble servant, Paul (Phil. 3:17). 

Between two and three thousand people assembled under one roof 

to listen to a Christadelphian proclaim the unadulterated and despised 

Word of God! (See Birmingham Miscellinies). What an inspiring sight! 

For Christadelphians, what a privilege was this! For the people of 

Birmingham, what a blessing! We think of the truth smothered for ages 

under the dust of Gentile apostasy. We think of the imprisonments, of 

the tortures, of the deaths of our poor brethren and sisters who, in days 

gone by, essayed to deliver themselves of the same faithful testimony. 

Truly our lot has been cast in pleasant places. Are we grateful for the 

altered circumstances that Providence has brought about? Are we all 

making an enterprising and wise use of our liberty to meet and speak? 

Or is our freedom—the peace and quietness that God has given us—
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spoiling us? Is the apathy of the powers that be in regard to religion 

depriving us of vigour? Men are free to say that there is a God or no 

God—a devil or no devil—a hereafter or no hereafter. In pagan and 

Papal times Satan stirred up the saints, now the saints have to stir 

themselves up. Our temptation is to fold our hands and sleep. Great is 

our responsibility. If we trifle with our opportunities, God may take 

them from us. Let us think of the Spirit’s words to the seven 

Apocalyptic churches, and of the fulfilment of the threatened 

judgments. It is a source of much encouragement to see so many in 

various parts alive to their obligations. May the activity in spreading 

the life-giving doctrines of the Bible increase. “The night cometh” in 

more senses than one.                                  —Bro. A.T. Jannaway  1913 

 

The Bible and the British Museum - Visit No. 3 

Our Editors remind me that it is now more than three months since 

our last visit to the British Museum; and, that another look round will 

be welcome; so having a spare hour or so, we will betake ourselves 

there, accompanied by all who are so minded. 

Well, here we are in the Entrance Hall; just deposit your umbrellas 

and sticks at the counter, take receipts for them, and follow me through 

the “Roman Gallery” and “Assyrian Transept” into the spacious 

“Southern Egyptian Gallery.” Here facing us, in the centre of the 

southern end, is a kind of pedestal table with its marble top as it were 

raised and sloped, so that without stooping we have a good view of the 

entire surface. Before, however, telling you its story, and meaning, and 

import, let us take a stroll through this, the “Southern,” and the 

adjoining “Central” and “Northern Egyptian” Galleries, and 

particularly notice the inscriptions on the various exhibits, monumental 

and otherwise. Look at those colossal sarcophagi, or marble and stone 

coffins. Take notice of the hundreds and thousands of what look like 

miniature pictures in the form of writing: line upon line, no matter what 

the exhibit – gravestones or sepulchral slabs, columns, statues, birds, 

beasts, mythological objects – upon each and all are to be seen these 

mystical symbols, or hieroglyphics. What do they stand for? Well, let 

us now get back to the up-ended pedestal table we saw on first entering 

the “Southern Gallery”; it is known the world over as The Rosetta 

Stone. One third – the top third – of this stone slab is occupied by the 

hieroglyphic writing which we have been looking at on the other 

exhibits in these three Galleries: what is meant thereby? Can we tell? 

Yes! Beyond the shadow of doubt: how privileged we are as Bible 

students; what an advantage we have over our predecessors of the past 
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eighteen or nineteen centuries, to whom this monumental writing was 

enigmatical. Even so late as the 18th century, the hieroglyphics had 

been regarded as mere pictures; although some learned men had come 

to the conclusion that the signs within the cartouches, or oval frames, 

on the monuments contained the names of monarchs or some other 

royal personages. That supposition was the first step in the 

decipherment of Egyptian inscriptions; and when this “Rosetta Stone” 

was found it was not long before the puzzled Egyptologists were able 

to read the pictorial writing as easily as you and I can read the Bible. 

It was unearthed at a place called Rosetta, by a French officer while 

superintending certain excavating operations on the bank of the Nile. It 

was seen that it contained three sets of writing, on the top third, 

Egyptian hieroglyphic or writing of the priests; on the middle third, the 

Demotic or writing of the people; and on the lower third, Greek. The 

immense value and importance of the discovery was apparent, and it 

was handed over to the care of the “National Institute” at Cairo. This 

was in 1798; but when, in 1802, the British defeated the French, the 

Stone came into the possession of the former, and was then deposited in 

the British Museum. Copies were sent to learned Societies throughout 

the world, and from the well-understood Greek writing on the Stone, it 

was seen to be a Decree of the Egyptian Priests drawn up in the year 

195 B.C., in honour of the then reigning monarch or Pharaoh, Ptolemy 

Epiphanes, in recognition of the great work he had done for his people. 

The inscriptions record how he had brought peace to Egypt; removed 

heavy taxation; extinguished debts; liberated prisoners; increased the 

army; strengthen the navy; exempted the priests from taxation; and, 

above all, provided the latter with free holidays! 

Not to be wondered at - that the holiday-provided priests smothered 

him with honours. In their Decree, which this Stone records, he is 

stated by the priests to be superior to his adversaries; like the 

resplendent sun; born of the gods; always living; beloved by Ptah; and 

termed The God Epiphanes! 

The last lines on the Inscription read: “That this Decree be engraved 

on a tablet of hard stone, in hieroglyphics, enchorial (or demotic), and 

Greek characters; and placed in every Temple of the first, second, and 

third class, near the image of the ever-living King.” 

From the foregoing it was evident that the “Decree” contained in the 

Greek language was but a repetition of what was contained in the 

hieroglyphics on the upper portion of the inscription; and so it proved 

to be: The method by which the greater part of the Egyptian alphabet 

was recovered is this: it was assumed correctly that the cartouche 

always contained a royal name. The only cartouche on the Rosetta 
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Stone was assumed to contain the name of Ptolemy. An obelisk brought 

from Philae about that time, contained both a hieroglyphic inscription 

and a translation of it in Greek, which mentioned two names, Ptolemy 

and Cleopatra, and one of the cartouches was filled with hieroglyphic 

characters, which were identical with those in the cartouche of the 

Rosetta Stone. Thus there was good reason to believe that the cartouche 

on the Rosetta Stone contained the name of Ptolemy, written in 

hieroglyphic characters. 

Here is the cartouche which was assumed to represent the name 

PTOLEMAIOS, or PTOLEMY, the hieroglyphics being numbered: and 

here is the cartouche which was assumed to represent the name 

Cleopatra: 

If the assumption be correct, we ought to find the necessary letters, 

or signs, in their proper places. Do we? Let us see. Here are the signs 

which are said to spell Cleopatra: 

Now when we look at the Ptolemy cartouche in the Rosetta Stone, 

we find the sign for P is � which is the 5th sign in the Cleopatra Philae 

cartouche, and which should be so, seeing P is the 5th letter in 

Cleopatra. In the Cleopatra cartouche the 2nd letter L is represented by 

a lion; and as in Ptolemy the 4th letter is an L, we ought to find a lion, 

which we do; and so on. 

Egyptologists have spent years in studying these hieroglyphic 

inscriptions, and, without the slightest doubt, they have correctly 

mastered the subject, with results that enable us to rightly appreciate 

what we behold in these Egyptian Galleries and Rooms. 

This plan of writing public notices in three languages, or dialects, is 

not unknown in districts adjacent to frontiers; and since the Protectorate 

of Palestine by Britain, we have noticed that all public announcements 

are made in English, Hebrew, and Arabic – to wit, at all the railway 

stations and public buildings. 

Now let us proceed along this Gallery, through the “Egyptian 

Central Saloon” to the “Northern Egyptian Gallery”, where, on the 

right hand wall is a most valuable exhibit known as  

THE TABLET OF ABYDOS. 

This large tablet which was brought from Abydos, on the west bank 

of the Nile, was much larger when perfect, and contained the names of 

no less than 52 Pharaohs, or Egyptian Kings (you will remember what 

we told you about the cartouches when we were dealing with The 

Rosetta Stone). This list of Kings formed one of the principal evidences 

for the very ancient dates inscribed on some of the exhibits in these 

Egyptian Galleries. When we first used to visit the British Museum, 
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more than half a century ago, one of our difficulties was to reconcile 

Bible Chronology with those dates, which were given as early as 7,000 

and 8,000 B.C.! But as the authorities became older they became wiser 

and realised, among other things, that the Pharaohs, whose names are 

recorded in this Tablet did not reign consecutively as was formerly 

thought, but many of them concurrently. Let me quote what Sir Henry 

Rawlinson says in his “Manual of Ancient History”: “ In the age of the 

first seventeen Dynasties there were in existence at one time, two, at 

another three, and at another five, and even six parallel and independent 

kingdoms, existing simultaneously in different parts of the land. This 

state of things continued until near the end of the 16th century B.C., 

when Egypt was united into a single realm, the capital of which was 

Thebes.” 

The figures on the right of the Tablet before us, illustrate King Seti 

I. Pointing out to his son (who became Rameses II.), their illustrious 

ancestry. 

Now let us adjourn to the upper floor of the Museum, ascending the 

staircase at the end of the “Northern Egyptian Gallery.” Passing 

through the Mummy and Mummy-case Rooms, we call a halt in the 

“Fourth Egyptian Room,” and survey the wall cases in which are to be 

seen countless evidences of the idols or gods of Egypt. 

Not the least among the animals worshipped by the Egyptians was 

the bull or calf. The sacred bull was known as  

APIS. 

This was worshipped throughout Egypt; from whence, there cannot 

be the slightest doubt, sprung the why and the wherefore of the terrible 

sin of Israel in demanding Aaron to make a golden calf, as recorded in 

Exodus xxxii. This hankering after the Egyptian bull-deity, again 

manifested itself when the Ten Tribes broke away from the Two, on the 

death of Solomon, as detailed in I. Kings, xii. 25-33. 

The writer will long remember his visit to what is known as the 

Serapeum, near Memphis, on the western bank of the Nile, not far from 

the great Pyramids. It was discovered and brought to light in 1851, by 

the famous Egyptologists, Pasha Mariette, who had learned from the 

writings of Strabo, of the two thousand years before, that there was a 

Temple of bull tombs in the vicinity of Memphis; and that, leading to 

the entrance of the Temple there was an avenue of Sphinxes. He  

commenced excavations, and after two months’ work, was rewarded by 

coming upon the head of one of the sphinxes, and he finally laid bare 

an avenue of 141, extending over a distance of 600 feet. At the end of 

the avenue was a propylon (or gate), with a lion on either side, some 70 
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feet below ground. Here he found a subterranean passage, with huge 

vaults, about 60 in all, 24 of which contained solid granite sarcophagi, 

or coffins, which had formerly contained mummified bulls. As already 

stated, the sacred bull was known as Apis, which was embalmed at 

death and buried with great pomp in this necropolis. These huge coffins 

each consists of a single block of polished granite or limestone, 

measuring about 13 feet long, 7 feet wide, and 11 feet high, and 

weighing about 65 tons. Many of them bear inscriptions. We noticed 

that one of these coffins was in the subterranean passage, as though, 

when the burying place was deserted, the coffin was in course of 

removal to or from its vault. Another, we noticed, had its immense 

cover sideways. 

In connection with the mummified gods which we see on the 

shelves of this Egyptian Room, the Bible student will do well to read 

Exodus xii. 12; xx. 4; Deut. iv. 15 - 20; Psalm cvi. 19, 20; Ez. viii. 10; 

and Rom. i. 23. 

Before concluding this visit, let us adjourn to the adjoining Egyptian 

Room and have a look at some of the four-thousand-year-old 

EGYPTIAN BRICKS. 

Before doing so, however, please open your Bible at the Book of 

Exodus, chapter v. and read verses 5, to 12, which run thus: “And 

Pharaoh commanded the same day the task-masters of the people, and 

their officers, saying, Ye shall no more give the people straw to make 

bricks as heretofore, let them go and gather straw for themselves. And 

the tale of bricks, which they did make heretofore, ye shall lay upon 

them; ye shall not diminish ought thereof; for they be idle; therefore 

they cry, saying, Let us go and sacrifice to God. Let there more work be 

laid upon the men, that they may labour therein; and let them not 

regard vain words. And the task-masters of the people went out, and 

their officers, and they spake to the people, saying, thus saith Pharaoh, 

I will not give you straw. Go ye, get you straw where ye can find it; yet 

not aught of your work shall be diminished. So the people were 

scattered abroad throughout all the land of Egypt to gather stubble 

instead of straw.” 

Now note those bricks in that wall case: each brick is about 18 

inches long, by about 9 inches wide. Many of them bear the actual 

stamp of Rameses II., who is accepted by many authorities as being the 

Pharaoh of the Oppression. It is not at all unlikely that these bricks, in 

which we can see straw, were made by the oppressed Israelites. 

                                                  FRANK G. JANNAWAY Feb 1930 
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The Gospel of the Kingdom 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He hath anointed me to 
preach the gospel to the poor; and to preach the acceptable year of the 
Lord.” —Luke 4:19. 

IT IS ADMITTED that Jesus fulfilled his mission; consequently, in 
his proclamation he preached the good news of the acceptable season, 
or blessed era of the Lord, but what was the great focal truth of this 
acceptable year? Let Jesus answer the question in his own words— 

“I must preach the KINGDOM OF GOD: for therefore am I sent” 
(Luke 4:43). 

—and so much did he preach about this Kingdom that the people 
became impatient and sought to take him by force and make him King. 
But he would not permit it— 

“And because they thought that the Kingdom of God was 
immediately to appear, he spake a parable to them.” —in which he 
gave them to understand that he must first take a journey into a far 
country to be presented before the Ancient of Days to receive from 
Him the Kingdom, and then to return; when he would bestow upon his 
servants power and authority over the cities of the world (Dan. 7:13, 
14; Luke 19:11, 17; Dan. 7:18, 27). 

According to this arrangement, Jesus rose from the dead and took 
his departure; when he ascended to the right hand of the Majesty in the 
heavens, where he is now. He has not yet received the Kingdom, glory, 
and dominion, or he would have already returned. He is waiting for 
this— 

“Sitting at the right hand of God UNTIL his foes are made his 
footstool” (Psa. 110:1). 

He will then appear in his kingdom and rule as King over all the 
earth.  

THE Gospel, then, was preached to Abraham by the angel of the 
Lord; and it was preached by Jesus to his own nation, and to them only; 
for (Matt. 15:24)— 

“He was not sent, save to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 

Paul also declares that it was preached to that generation of 
Israelites whose carcases fell in the wilderness; but it did not profit 
them because they did not believe it (Heb. 4:2). 

Therefore, God swore in His wrath that they should not enter into 
the Rest it proclaimed (Heb. 3:18-19). 

Before he suffered on the accursed tree, Jesus sent his apostles, and 
seventy others, throughout the land to “preach THE KINGDOM of 
God.” John recording their obedience to his command, Luke says 
(9:2,6)— 

“They went through the towns preaching THE GOSPEL.” 
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—so it is clear that to preach the Kingdom is to preach the Gospel; 
and to preach the Gospel is to preach the Kingdom. 

This is a most important demonstration; for it enables us to 
determine WHEN we hear the Gospel. The Gospel is not preached 
when the things of the Kingdom are omitted. 

And this is one grand defect in modern preaching. Either there is 
nothing said about the Kingdom; or a kingdom is preached which is a 
mere matter of speculation; a kingdom of heaven in principle, in the 
hearts of men, or somewhere beyond the skies! 

But the Gospel does not treat of such a kingdom as this; a mere 
fiction indoctrinated into men's minds by “the cunning craftiness of 
those who lie in wait to deceive.” So inseparable is the idea of Gospel 
from that of Kingdom that we find them, not only substituted for each 
other, but associated together as terms of explanation. Thus— 

“Jesus went throughout every city and village, preaching and 
showing the glad tidings of the Kingdom of God” (Luke 8:1; Mark 
1:14). 

—and in the prophecy of Mount Olivet it is written— 

“This Gospel of the Kingdom shall be preached in all the habitable 
for a testimony to all the nations; and then shall come the end” (Matt. 
24:14). 

After he rose from the dead, he commanded the apostles— 

“Go, preach the Gospel to every creature: he that believes and is 
immersed shall be saved: and he that believes not shall be condemned”; 
“Lo, I am with you always, until the end of the world.” 

In view of these texts, can anyone be so mystified as not to see that 
salvation is predicated on believing THE Gospel of the Kingdom, and 
being baptized into Jesus Christ? 

They were to preach “THIS Gospel of the Kingdom” in the Name of 
Jesus. How did they execute the work? 

'They went forth and preached everywhere, the Lord working with 
them, and confirming the word with signs following” (Mark 16:20). 

They began at Jerusalem, passed throughout Judea, then went to 
Samaria, and lastly, to the end of the earth. They began on the day of 
Pentecost, and preached only to the Jews for several years; at the end of 
which, Peter and Paul began to proclaim the Kingdom to Gentiles also. 

The labors of the apostles were indefatigable. They filled the Roman 
empire with their doctrine, and made such an impression upon it that 
tumults were excited; and they were charged with treason against the 
state, because they proclaimed another king than Caesar (Acts 17:7,31), 
who should rule the world in righteousness as the sovereign Lord of all 
the earth. 

“They spake the Word of God with boldness.” 

“The multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one 
soul.” —and great kindness was among them all. In about thirty years, 
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the Gospel of the Kingdom was proclaimed in all the world, to every 
creature under the heaven (Col. 1:6, 23). 

They finished their work, and fell asleep, the Lord having 
abundantly fulfilled his promise of co-operating with them to the end of 
the world. 

* * * 

THUS, THE same Gospel that was preached to Abraham was 
preached also to Jews and Gentiles by the apostles after the ascension 
of Jesus to the right hand of power. 

There was, however, this difference: when it was preached to 
Abraham and to the generation which perished in the Wilderness, it 
was altogether a matter of promise; but when preached by the apostles 
to the Roman nations, some things connected with the promise were 
fulfilled: so that the Gospel of the Kingdom, as they preached it, was 
partly a matter of promise, partly a matter of history, and partly 
doctrinal. 

It was thus presented to mankind in a threefold point of view, which 
may be stated in this form:— 

1. Promises to be fulfilled; or, things concerning the Kingdom of 
God. 

2. Promises fulfilled already; or, things concerning Jesus. 

3. The doctrinal import of the fulfilled promises; or, things 
concerning his Name. 

A man might believe all the promises and the doctrinal import, but 
if he did not believe that Jesus of Nazareth was the subject of them, he 
would make a very good believing Jew under the law, but he would not 
be a Christian under grace. This is the great turning point in the faith of 
an enlightened Jew, and Christian. Is Jesus of Nazareth the personage 
described in the Law and the Prophets; has he right and title to the 
throne of David, and to the dominion of the world? 

The Jew says, “No, we look for another”: but the Christian replies, 
“He unquestionably is the person: we look for no other; but assuredly 
expect the re-appearance of 'this same Jesus' on earth, to restore the 
throne and kingdom of David; to occupy them as the King of the Jews; 
and to be the Melchizedec High Priest and the Ruler of the nations.” 

Hence, it is the foundation truth of the Gospel of the Kingdom, that 
Jesus of Nazareth is the Anointed King, the Son of the living God. He 
is the Rock, or Strength, of Israel, whose power will never be restored 
till he sits upon the throne of their Kingdom, and is acknowledged as 
King by the nation.  

On the other hand, a man may believe that Jesus is the Son of God; 
that he was sent of God as a messenger to Israel; that there is remission 
of sins through the shedding of his blood; that he is the Savior; and that 
he rose from the dead:—if he believe these things, but be ignorant, and 
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consequently faithless, of “the things of the Kingdom,” he cannot 
obtain glory, honor, incorruptibility and life in that Kingdom. 

The condition of salvation is the belief of the WHOLE Gospel and 
obedience to it. It is not, “He that believes in Jesus Christ, and is 
immersed, shall be saved”; but (Mk. 16:15-16): 

“He who shall believe the Gospel, and is immersed.” 

Simply to believe in Jesus is to believe no more than in “THE 
MESSENGER”; but, he was sent to preach the Gospel to the poor; to 
show the glad tidings of the Kingdom of God: this was his MESSAGE, 
the message of God to the Jew first, and afterwards to the Greek. Let it 
be remembered, then, that salvation is predicated upon belief in the 
MESSENGER and in the MESSAGE he brings from God. 

The unhappy condition of the professing world at the present time 
is, that they have no faith in the message of God, but rather ridicule it, 
and heap insult upon those who contend for it. “I CAME TO PREACH 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD,” says Jesus. 

If we believe that thou camest from God, because no man could do 
the miracles thou doest unless God were with him: but we do not 
believe a word in a kingdom in Judea under thy rule. We have no idea 
of thy coming to this cursed earth again to reign in Jerusalem, and to 
sit as a priest upon a throne there. 

This is nothing but the day dream of those who take thy words, and 
the sayings of the prophets, as if they were to be understood in the 
carnal, or literal sense. It would be derogatory to the interests of God 
to suppose or desire such a consummation. 

“No, no; we believe thou art at the right hand of the Majesty in the 
heavens, now reigning over mankind; that we are thy ministers and 
ambassadors on earth; and that in enriching us, the world is giving its 
substance and doing homage to thee; and when we die, we shall come 
to thee, and kingdoms rule beyond the skies! 

“Our churches are thy kingdom here, and. it is our deep and pious 
conviction, that the more they confide in us, and the less they trouble 
themselves about the millennium, the better it will be for them, and for 
the peace of the denominations to which they belong.” 

This is in effect the language of the religious leaders of the world, 
and of those who surrender their understandings to the traditions with 
which they make of none effect the “word of the Kingdom of God”. 
But these traditions are sheer nonsense, and without any foundation in 
Scripture. 

* * * 

WHEN THE apostles preached on the day of Pentecost, they 
announced that God had raised up Jesus to sit upon the throne of David 
(Acts 2:30). In the porch of the Temple, they told the Jews that God 
would send Jesus Christ to them at the time of the restitution (Acts 
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3:21). When Philip preached concerning Christ to the Samaritans, he 
announced: 

“The things concerning the Kingdom of God and the Name of Jesus 
Christ” (Acts 8:12). 

In the convention of the apostles and elders, James invited their 
attention to Peter's narrative and the prediction of Amos. He stated that 
the work to be done was to take out of the nations a People for the 
Name of God, as it is written— 

“After this I will return, and raise up the dwelling place of David 
that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his 
ruins, and I will built it as in the days of old: that they may possess the 
remnant of Edom, and all the heathen which are called by My Name. 

“And I will bring again the captivity of My people Israel, and they 
shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant 
vineyards and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens, and 
eat the fruit of them. 

“And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be 
pulled up out of their land which I have given them, saith the Lord” 
(Acts 15:14-18). 

In Athens, Paul announced that God intended to rule the world in 
righteousness by Jesus Christ; and that He had raised him from the 
dead as an assurance of its verity (Acts 17:31). In the Ephesian 
synagogue he disputed 3 months, persuading the things concerning the 
Kingdom of God (Acts 19:8). He stood at Agrippa's bar, and was 
judged: 

“For the hope of the promise made of God to the fathers; to which 
promise the 12 tribes of Israel, instantly serving God day and night, 
hope to come” (Acts 26;6-7). 

Hence, he preached the hope of Israel's twelve tribes, as set forth in 
Amos, and all the prophets; and directed their attention to Jesus as the 
personage whom God had raised up to accomplish their desire. Indeed, 
he told the Jews at Rome plainly, that he was a prisoner in chains on 
account of the hope of Israel; and in illustration of it (Acts 28:20-31): 

“He expounded and testified the Kingdom of God, both out of the 
Law of Moses and the prophets, and teaching those things which 
concern the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

According to the Law and the Testimony he spoke, diffusing the 
light of the glorious Gospel of the blessed God, for two whole years in 
Rome, “The great city which reigns over the kings of the earth.” 

To understand the relations of things, it must be known that the 
Gospel stands related to Abraham's descendants before the preaching of 
John the Baptist; to Israel from John to the day of Pentecost; from this 
epoch until the calling of the Gentiles; and then to the Gentiles at large. 

“The Law and the Prophets were until John; then the Kingdom of 
God was proclaimed . .”  —to Israel by John, Jesus, the 70 and the 12.  

                                                                            —Bro. John Thomas 
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Hints For Bible Markers 

The Psalms 

Psalm 8:5 

 

“For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast 

crowned him with glory and honor.” 

When God (the potter) through the Angels formed man from the 

dust of the ground (the clay), it was fashioned into an image or likeness 

of God. (Isaiah 29:16, Isaiah 45:9). Man like to their form, but falling 

short of their perfection. Indeed, there are many cases where Angels 

were mistaken for men, showing their form to be human. Or perhaps, a 

better way to think of it, the form of man is angelic, as this verse 

suggests. 

The apostle Paul points our mind to the salient fact that this Psalm 

refers to Jesus Christ. He brings out to the Hebrews, that not only this 

verse, but the entire Psalm is referencing Christ. He only quotes this 

verse as it also brings out the idea of his exalted position as expressed 

in this Psalm. He wrote to them (Hebrews 2:6-9)  “But one in a certain 

place testified, saying, What is man, that thou art mindful of him? or 

the son of man, that thou visitest him? (7) Thou madest him a little 

lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honor, and 

didst set him over the works of thy hands: (8) Thou hast put all things 

in subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection under 

him, he left nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not yet 

all things put under him. (9) But we see Jesus, who was made a little 

lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and 

honor; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.” 

And though that time is past when Jesus was a little lower than the 

angels, for he now sits at the right hand of power, crowned with glory 

and honor, while his servants tearfully and prayerfully await from that 

time when God will put all things in subjection under his feet. 

                               Continued next month should the Lord will                         

Bro. Beryl Snyder 


