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Ecclesial News 

Llanybri, Wales Ecclesia. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Loving greetings. 

It has been over a year since I sent Ecclesial news and I would like 

to give thanks to many across the world for all the loving support that I 

have had due to the falling asleep of my beloved wife Vivien. I am also 

thankful for getting such a warm welcome in the US and Canada during 

the three gatherings that I have been able to attend and get to know so 

many. The latest trip of five weeks has been a wonderful experience. 

It is with great pleasure that Bro. Ewan and Sis. Elisabeth MacLeod 

have decided to transfer from the Hengoed Ecclesia to the Llanybri 

Ecclesia together with their two children Jacob and Nathan. They have 

proved themselves to be a balanced source of spiritual help and 

hospitality. 

With love in the bonds of the Truth, 

Bro. Stephen Ford 

 

Nakalira, Kenya Ecclesia. 

 Dear brethren and sisters greetings in the Lord Jesus Christ.  

We of the Nakalira ecclesia are glad and joyful that our dear Sis. 

Dalvine Nafula has united in marriage to Bro. Jackton Shadrack 

Nakholi of Odiado ecclesia. Sis. Dalvine is now officially transferred to 

the care of the Odiado ecclesia. We will miss the close services of our 

sister in which she has been helping us and hope she will continue 

serving the lord in her ecclesia. With sadness and heavy hearts we 

report our withdrawal of fellowship from our young Bro. Conrad Khisa 

for marrying out of the faith. We pray that Bro. Conrad will realize his 

fault and amend his ways so that he resumes fellowship before the lord 

comes.  

On behalf of the Nakalira ecclesia, Bro. Moses Wafula. 
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Mtondia and Kilifi, Kenya Ecclesias. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Greetings in Jesus Name, 

It is a happy day for members of Mtondia and Kilifi ecclesias of 

Kenya as four who gave a good confession of their faith have been 

immersed today, August 30th, 2015 in the Indian Ocean. 

 They are Doreen Wanjala, Juliet Nafula Omoto, Dennis Omoto 

Wanjala, text contact +254708392703 and Godfrey Kithi Kazungu 

of P.O. Box 62, Kilifi, Kenya. Phone text +254722704905.  

The first three are children of Bro. Fred and Sis. Irene Omoto of 

Mtondia Ecclesia. The three are youngsters who are still single. Bro. 

Godfrey is married and has children. The wife is learning the truth. 

We wish the newly baptised a pleasant walk towards Zion. 

I am riding on a motorbike as it is so rough and the road narrow that 

leads from Mtondia town to the sea. 

Bro. Epa Wekati 

 

GATHERINGS & ACTIVITIES 
(To be held Yahweh Willing) 

CANTON FRATERNAL GATHERING………………. ….… Oct 31-Nov 1, 2015 
Bro. Don Miller, donaldg.miller@yahoo.com   Phone: (330) 284-4416 

GOLDTHWAITE GATHERING..................................................Nov 27-29, 2015 
Bro. Len Naglieri, 2575 Highway 3381, Comanche, TX 76442, lnaglieri@gmail.com 
KENYA FRATERNAL GATHERING.........................................Dec 10-13, 2015 
Bro. Bob Bent, eyeglassman39@yahoo.com. Epa Wekati, ewekati@gmail.com  
LAMPASAS YOUTH GATHERING…….….……………….…..Dec 26–27, 2015 
Bro. Mike Neely, PO Box 442, Burnett TX 78611,    254-290-5876 

LAMPASAS FRATERNAL GATHERING…….….…………..June 10–12, 2016 
Bro. Ricky Hurst, PO Box 1381, Goldthwaite TX 76844,    325-451-4075 

 

 

 

The BCAA 

The Berean Christadelphian Audio Archives, or BCAA for short, has made 
available a large selection of talks on MP3 online. The address is 
www.bcaudioarchives.blogspot.com. Please check this link often as we will be 
updating with new material as much as possible. 

The purpose of this site is to restore and make available lectures, 
exhortations, and study classes. Some of these talks are decades old and have 
seldom been heard.  

We are always looking for tapes, and if you have some talks that you would 
like to share, please email Bro. Craig Kiley (craigkiley@yahoo.com) and we will 
be happy to transfer the talks to MP3 format and post them. 

tel:%2B254708392703
tel:%2B254722704905
mailto:donaldg.miller@yahoo.com
mailto:ben.naglieri@gmail.com
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Tempted in All Points 

“Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, being forty days 

tempted of the devil” (Luke 4:1-2). 

The details of this terrible forty days we do not know, except as 

Mark records (1:13), he was “with the wild beasts.” Forty days of 

danger, privation and exposure, waiting and enduring patiently until 

God should open the way further. 

“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 

will fear no evil: Thy rod and Thy staff comfort me” (Psa. 

23:4). 

How could he find comfort in the rod of God? James says (1:2-4)- 

“Count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 

knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience-let 

patience have her perfect work.” 

When the apostles were beaten by the council of the Jews, they 

“rejoiced that they were counted worthy to suffer for his name” (Acts 

5:40-41).To the mind of the flesh, this is madness. 

“The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 

God, for they are foolishness unto him, neither can he know 

them, because they are spiritually discerned”  

(1 Cor. 2:14). 

The wisdom of the world would regard rejoicing at trouble as a 

perverted and psychopathic condition. Let us not turn to them for help 

and guidance in our problems. Let us turn to the word of God. The 

record of the temptation of Jesus is a demonstration, for our learning, of 

the great contrast between the natural mind of the flesh and the divine 

mind of the Spirit—how, if life is to be gained, the one must be 

subdued by the other. 

“If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be 

made bread” (Lk. 4:3). 

That was reasonable enough. Jesus had a great work to do. He was 

given the power of the Spirit to enable him to accomplish it. He could 

not live without food. Surely then there was no wickedness in using 

this power to create a little plain bread for himself. Did not the Law 

clearly say, “Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn?” 

(Deut. 25:4) 
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But Jesus, through the discerning eyes of the Spirit, saw further and 

deeper than that. Many things look reasonable and harmless to the 

flesh, but what was God’s view of the matter? There is the safe line of 

thought. 

For forty days Jesus had not eaten. Prolonged fasting reduces all the 

physical and mental powers. It reduces self-control and resistance and 

balanced thought, and greatly intensifies the tendency to impatience 

and irritability. He was hungry and exhausted. The previous forty days 

must have seemed endless. How much longer would be required to 

sustain this struggle? Seeking strength and guidance, his mind went 

back two thousand years to a very similar occasion, and to the inspired 

words spoken at that time. Moses said to Israel in Deuteronomy 8:2-3- 

“Thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God 

led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and 

to prove thee, and to know what was in thine heart. He suffered 

thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, that He might make 

thee know that man doth not live by bread alone, but by every 

word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord.” 

The great lesson-by the word of God alone is life. Had God, the 

Giver of this power, directed him to use it to justify his own desires? 

No. Then he would not betray his stewardship. God was proving him, 

to know what was in his heart. He would wait for God to provide, as He 

had provided for Israel. He would wait for, and live by, the words of 

God. 

“And the devil showed him all the kingdoms of the world, 

and said, ‘All this power will I give thee, if thou wilt worship 

me’” (vs. 5-7). 

Again the reply, “It is written, thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, 

and Him only shalt thou serve” (v. 8). 

“Him ONLY shalt thou serve”-that is the point. Serve God-not even 

just primarily but exclusively. “Ye cannot serve God and Mammon” 

(Matt. 6:24). Whenever there was any temptation to serve and gratify 

the flesh, Jesus answered, “Get thee behind me Satan. It is written, thou 

shalt only serve the Lord thy God.” We are not offered all the 

kingdoms of the world. It isn’t necessary. Much less temptation is 

plenty to strain our weak faith. But the diabolos continually offers us 

pleasant and tempting things on the condition that instead of a 

completely dedicated service to God, we turn in part to the service of 
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the flesh. These two calls, the flesh and the spirit, are always present, 

seeking our attention. Temptation is a continuous process. Every action 

is a yielding to either one or the other-either the flesh toward death, or 

the spirit toward life. 

When we read of Jesus’ reaction to temptations, we well realize 

what Paul meant when he said to Timothy, “The Scriptures are able to 

make you wise unto salvation” (2 Tim. 3:15). Jesus met them all with, 

“It is written.” We must sincerely try to do the same. 

God’s law is not a matter of burden or restriction or imposition. 

Jesus looked upon it as a light, a help, a deliverance and guide through 

the perils of darkness. 

“I delight to do Thy will, O God” (Psa. 40:8).  

“Thy testimonies are my delight and my counsellors” (Psa. 

119:24).  

“Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of my 

pilgrimage” (v. 54). 

Without this frame of mind, there is no hope of life, because this is 

the Word of God, and it is only by being filled with the Word of God 

that men can live. Let us learn who are our enemies and who are our 

allies. When God wishes to destroy a people, He sets every man’s 

sword against his brother. Instead of fighting the enemy, they blindly 

fight their friends. 

Jesus said, “The enemy is the devil,” the flesh, with all its natural 

thinking, motions and desires. Let us keep that clear. When we fight, let 

us be sure that alone is what we are fighting. We have a host of allies. 

They are the testimonies of God’s law. Everyone is a true and powerful 

friend, although often in our wilfulness they do not seem so. 

Sometimes, like the Gadarenes, we impatiently require them to depart 

from our coasts, because we fear that while they are destroying our evil 

spirit, they will at the same time destroy our swine. But they are our 

real friends and defenders. Jesus called three of them to his aid in 

resisting the subtle enticements of the devil, the devil of lust, greed and 

pride. Let us not make the fatal mistake of defending and justifying this 

enemy, just because it happens to be within ourselves, and of turning 

against our God-given helpers just because they happen to prick us in 

the process of coming to our aid. 

“If thou be the son of God, cast thyself down, for it is 

written, ‘He shall give His angels charge concerning thee’ “ 

(vs. 9-10). 
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How quickly the devil learns to use our own weapons against us! 

Twice Jesus had said, “It is written,” and the theme of his defence was 

dependence on, and allegiance to, God. So the third temptation was, 

“Give evidence of your faith-it is written. He will keep thee from 

harm.” This was a clever attack from the opposite direction, and 

required to be met with a great balance and self-control. 

The first two attacks had caused Jesus to bring forward the forces of 

his faith and dependence to the limit. The third was a trap to provoke 

him, in the heat of zeal and enthusiasm, to go just one step too far. This 

third attack, while apparently a Scripture-backed appeal to faith, was 

actually an appeal to pride and self-glory. There is no more subtle 

temptation possible than to give a man an excuse to parade his pride 

under the guise of virtue. Only from God can we get the discernment to 

steer a straight, safe course through the wiles of the devil. 

And let us doubly beware when the mind of the flesh comes quoting 

Scripture. 

“And the devil departed from him for a season” (Lk. 4:13). “Resist 

the devil and he will flee from you” (Jam. 4:7). The devil will never 

depart until he is courageously resisted. There is no peace in 

appeasement. 

“All the rivers run into the sea, and yet the sea is not full. 

The eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with 

hearing” (Ecc. 1:7-8).  

“Hell and destruction are never full—so the eyes of man 

are never satisfied” (Prov. 27:20). 

It is impossible to satisfy the desires of the flesh. To attempt to find 

satisfaction and happiness in that direction is merely a weary shovelling 

into a bottomless pit, and finally we drop into the pit ourselves-

unsatisfied. 

“Blessed is the man whom Thou choosest, and causest to 

approach unto Thee, that he may dwell in Thy courts: we shall 

be satisfied with the goodness of Thy house, even of Thy holy 

temple” (Psa. 65:4). 

Inside the temple of God alone is satisfaction and peace. “In Thy 

presence is fulness of joy” (Psa. 16:11). How could it possibly be any 

other way? Is there anything good outside of God? 

Concerning temptation, Paul says (1 Cor. 10:13)- 
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“God is faithful, Who will not suffer you to be tempted 

above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a 

way of escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” 

The Spirit declares that, in God’s love, no child of His is ever 

tempted beyond his power to withstand. If we are wise, we will humbly 

accept the verdict of Scripture, and not attempt to evade the 

responsibility for our shortcomings. We will not shift the blame to 

some other person, as Adam did; or to a supernatural devil, as 

Christendom does; or to God, as we unconsciously do when we say we 

just can’t help sinning because we are made that way. 

What Adam said was perfectly true, “The woman Thou gavest me 

gave to me, and I did eat.” But the woman was simply part of the 

circumstances in which God placed Adam, and the divine principle 

stated by Paul holds true-the man could have held firm if he had sought 

aid and guidance in the right place. Otherwise what a mockery his 

punishment would be! 

Refuge is sometimes taken in a mistaken application of the words of 

Paul in Romans 7:17, “It is no more I that do it but sin that dwelleth in 

me.” Those who reason so fail to follow Paul’s exposition through to 

the end. He is here simply laying the foundation of facts. He goes on in 

the following verses telling how, through the power of God, those facts 

must be faced and handled in order to gain life. The first thirteen verses 

of chapter 8 emphasize the vital necessity of the law of God in the mind 

overcoming the law of sin in the members, reaching its climax in verse 

13- 

“If ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye by the Spirit 

do mortify (R. V.: put to death) the deeds of the body, ye shall 

live.” 

By the Spirit-that is the secret. Chapter 7 shows the hopelessness of 

his natural evil condition, desiring to do good but unable to. Chapter 8 

shows the power by which this is overcome, and must be overcome-

”To him that overcometh will I grant to sit on my throne.” The same 

Paul said- 

“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth 

me” (Phil. 4:13).  

“I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one 

that beateth the air: but I keep under my body, and bring it into 

subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to 

others, I myself should be a castaway” (1 Cor. 9:26-27). 
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Paul clearly recognized that if he did not, by the freely offered and 

unlimited power of Christ, overcome the law of sin in his members, he 

would be a castaway. James says: “Let no man say when he is tempted, 

I am tempted of God” (Jam. 1:13). 

This is a serious warning. This is what Adam said, in effect, when 

he said, “The woman Thou gavest me.” God commands, “Thou shalt 

not.” Man replies, “I cannot help it-it is the way You made me, the 

circumstances You placed me in.” 

James continues— 

“Do not err, my beloved brethren, lust brings sin, and sin 

brings death-you must overcome-every good and perfect gift is 

from above-let him ask God in faith for wisdom and power to 

walk worthily and it shall be given him” (Jam. 1:5-6,15-17). 

What did God say to Cain? “Why art thou wroth? and why is thy 

countenance fallen? if thou doest well, shalt not thou be accepted? and 

if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door” (Gen. 4:6-7). Whose door? 

Cain’s door. Do not err, my beloved brethren. The command is there. 

The power is there. The responsibility is there. It can be done, and it 

must be done. 

There will be failures, but let us not blame anyone for them but 

ourselves. They are danger signals-flaws that show up in testing. The 

failures show that we have failed to prepare ourselves-failed to apply 

our heart aright-failed to draw upon the great reservoir of power and 

wisdom offered through the Scriptures and the Spirit of God. Let us 

humbly recognize our failures, and assume full responsibility for them. 

Then, and then only, is there any hope of overcoming. In whatever 

circumstances we are placed, let us remember that God is trying us to 

prove what is in our hearts. 

Temptation can be met as Jesus met it-with a simple, powerful, “It 

is written.” An impregnable armor, if we will make the effort required 

to put it on. And it is effort-long hours of effort and application as long 

as life continues. Paul told Timothy that the Scriptures were able to 

make him wise unto salvation. They were able to provide him with a 

ready “It is written” to each of the endless problems, trials and 

temptation that fill the probationary period. But Paul also made it clear 

that Timothy must “Meditate upon these things, and give himself 

wholly to them” (1 Tim. 4:15). 
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In the 119th Psalm which we finished yesterday, the law of God is 

referred to in each verse-176 times. Why? Clearly to impress-to 

impress indelibly with its vital importance-its value, beauty, blessing, 

protection, pleasures and the glorious eternal purpose it was given to 

accomplish. The mind expressed throughout this Psalm is the mind of 

Christ which David was inspired to record. 

Jesus “magnified the law and made it honorable” (Isa.Ê42:21). He 

showed its power and value, for by it he quenched the fiery darts of the 

adversary, and achieved eternal life for himself and all who should 

follow in his steps. We often point out in our lectures the importance of 

understanding that Jesus was a representative and not a substitute. This 

truth is equally important in our exhortations. His obedience and 

faithful overcoming is no substitute for ours. He opened the way-we 

must walk in it. 

Paul says, as he enjoins the solemn ordinance we are about to 

partake- 

“Be ye followers (RV: imitators) of me, even as I am of 

Christ” (1 Cor. 11:1). 

Jesus said-  

“I have given you an example that ye should do as I have 

done” (Jn. 13:15).  

And Peter records-  

“He left us an example, that we should follow in his steps” 

(1 Pet. 2:21). 

The 119th Psalm shows whence he drew his strength. It shows how 

he “increased in wisdom and in favor with God.” He did not do this 

automatically. He increased in wisdom- 

“Thou through Thy commandments hast made me wiser 

than my enemies. I have more understanding than all my 

teachers, for Thy testimonies are my meditation. I understand 

more than the aged (RV), because I keep Thy precepts” (Psa. 

119:98-100). 

He increased in favor with God. God’s own son increased in favor 

with Him. How? Verse 58 of this Psalm- 

“I entreated Thy favor with my whole heart.”-”Let him ask 

in faith, nothing wavering, and it shall be given him” (Jam. 

1:5-6). 



 

 

335—Berean 2015 

 

 

“How much more shall your heavenly Father give good 

gifts to them that ask Him” (Matt. 7:11). 

As we partake of this ordinance, we bear testimony that “man doth 

not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the 

mouth of God.” We partake, in faith, of him who was the Word of God, 

the spiritual bread, who perfectly manifested in his own life the life-

giving power of that divine Word. 

And we declare in symbol, as we partake, our recognition that 

unless we faithfully identify ourselves with him in heart and soul, and 

follow the pattern that he has given, we cannot have life. In the seven 

promises to the seven ecclesias, it is each time only “To him that 

overcometh. To him that overcometh, even as I overcame” (Rev. 3:21). 

“Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on 

them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou 

continue in His goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off” 

(Rom. 11:22).  

“I beseech you, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 

God, which is your reasonable service. Be ye transformed by 

the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove-show, 

demonstrate, illustrate-what is that good, and acceptable, and 

perfect, will of God” (Rom.12:1-2). 

                                                                 —Bro. G.V.Growcott 

 

On the Banks of the Jordan and in the Wilderness  

THE work of John the Baptist had been some time in progress when 

Jesus “cometh from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptised of him.” 

The nature, object, and upshot of that work we considered fully in chapters 

iv. and v. We now note the fact of Christ’s entrance upon his public work, 

and his introduction to the nation of Israel occurring in connection with 

that work. Christ is first seen in the act of submitting to the ordinance of 

baptism at the hands of John the Baptist.  

Many have wondered why he should have been baptised, in view of the 

association of baptism with repentance and the remission of sins. There is 
no real occasion for quandary. There was a need for some circumstance or 

situation as the occasion for Christ’s “manifestation” to Israel: and John’s 

institution of baptism (first made an object of public attention in the way 
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exhibited in chapters iv. and v.) was provided for this purpose. Secondly, 

there was a fitness in Christ’s submission to that ordinance, in view of the 

work he had come to do. Nay, we may go further and say there was a 

necessity. The work he had come to do was first of all a work of obedience 

in himself. [“By one man’s obedience, shall many be made righteous”—

(Rom, v. 19). “He learnt obedience by (or in) the things that he suffered” 

(Heb. v. 8).] Now, John’s baptism was a matter of divine command. We 

have seen in the chapters referred to that it was no adaptation by John of a 

previously practised ceremony, but an institution of direct divine 

appointment. Consequently, submission to it was obligatory on every 

faithful Israelite. Its observance was part of the “obedience” which Christ 

rendered. He had to be obedient in many things: for he was “made under 

the law,” which imposed many duties, to all of which he had to conform in 

the process of extricating the faithful from the dominion of the law. He had 

to be obedient even unto death. But he had to be obedient also at the hands 

of John. Without this submission, the “righteousness” he wrought out for 

repentant sinners would have been incomplete. Hence it is easy to 

understand his response to John’s demur to baptise him. “Thus it becometh 

us to fulfil ALL righteousness.” Whatever God appoints to be done is 

righteousness in the doing of it. For this reason, Christ’s baptism in the 

Jordan was part of the righteousness he developed.  

But why, it has been asked, should he who was sinless be called upon 

to submit to an institution which was for the remission of sin? We need not 

ask this question. It is sufficient if God required him to submit to it. But 

the question will be asked, rejoins the curious; and there ought to be an 

answer. Well, and there is an answer. Although Jesus was not a 

transgressor by his own action he was partaker, for the time being, of a sin-

constitution of things. He was born into a state that was evil because of sin: 

and he partook of all the evil of that state, even unto death itself, working 

in the nature he bore as the son of Mary. It was to open a way out of that 

evil state for man that he was “made of a woman, under the law.” The way 

had to be opened conformably with the divine principles involved. A 

beginning had to be made with himself, as the foundation on which other 

men could build. In the first instance, as “the son of David, the son of 

Abraham,” he was as much subject to the reign of death, established in 

Adam’s race by sin, as any of those he came to redeem. His mission was to 

break into this reign of death by obedience, death and resurrection, 

illustrating and establishing God’s righteousness in all its bearings. For his 

sake, men’s sins were to be forgiven. Therefore, he was “the Lamb of God 

that taketh away the sin of the world.” In view of all this, it was not 

incongruous—on the contrary, it was in beautiful harmony with his work, 

that, on the threshold of the public phase of it, he should be called upon to 

submit to a ritual act which symbolised the putting away of sin.  
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After his baptism, Jesus was impelled by the Spirit into a neighbouring 

wilderness—one of the many wild and untilled spots with which the 

mountainous country of Judæa abounded. We are not informed which of 

them it was. It matters nothing at all which; but curiosity has naturally 

speculated, and is probably not far wrong in fixing on the precipitous 

bluffs standing in the midst of scorched and arid desolation to the south 

west of Jericho, overlooking the Dead Sea. This is a little to the south of 

the spot where John’s baptismal operations are believed to have been 

conducted, and would be a fitting locality for the purpose of Christ’s spirit-

enforced seclusion. The purpose was that he might be “tempted of the 

devil.” Paul says “he was tempted in all points like as we are, yet without 

sin” (Heb. iv. 15). His temptation in the wilderness must, therefore, come 

into the category of our experiences. This at once excludes the popular 

idea that it was the supernatural personal devil of popular theology that 

tempted Jesus. No man is ever tempted in this way, but always by the 

incitements of the flesh, either operating spontaneously within, or 

presented to us in an objective manner by the suggestions of a person 

external to ourselves. The whole narrative of the temptation shows it was a 

temptation of the latter sort—a temptation brought to bear by an external 

tempter—a person—but not the popular Satan, who exists only in the 

Papalised imaginations of such as derive their theological ideas from 

inherited tradition, and not from the study of the scriptures. The Bible devil 

and the pulpit devil are two different things. The Bible devil, with many 

shapes, has a common derivation—the insubordination of flesh and blood 

to divine law. This devil exists in his largest form in the present political 

constitution of things upon the earth. In detail, he presents himself in our 

own feelings, and in the persons of those who, on any pretext whatsoever, 

would draw us away from divine ways and thoughts. Who he specifically 

was in the case of Jesus, we are not informed, and do not know: but his 

generic identity is unquestionable.  

It is an idle question that has been raised by theologians, whether Christ 

was “peccable” or “impeccable,” in view of the fact that he was driven into 

the wilderness expressly for the purpose of being tempted of the devil. If 

he was not capable of sinning, he was not capable of being tempted. A 

popular writer has well said: “Some, in a zeal, at once intemperate and 

ignorant, have claimed for him (Christ), not only an actual sinlessness, but 

a nature to which sin was divinely and miraculously impossible. What 

then? If his great conflict were a mere deceptive phantasmagoria, how can 

the narrative of it profit us? If we have to fight the battle, clad in that 

armour of human free will which has been hacked and riven about the 

bosom of our forefathers by so many a cruel blow, what comfort is it to us 

if our great captain fought not only victoriously, but without real danger? 
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not only uninjured, but without even the possibility of wound?” It is facts, 

and not the metaphysical theories of facts, that wise men concern 

themselves with. Metaphysics land a man in the inconceivable. We have 

no faculty for dealing with the abstract. We cannot follow God, as it were, 

in the process by which He has concreted His eternal spirit into the forms 

and functions of created life. It is the practical relations of the latter that 

concern us. On this principle, it is sufficient to note that Christ was 

tempted, without enquiring whether or not it was possible he could yield to 

temptation. The speculation only becomes material, and that in a bad 

sense, when it is made to interfere with that free volition of Christ, which 

was essential to the righteousness he came to fulfil, the very nature of 

which consists in the willing and witting subordination of the human will 

to the divine: (“not my will but thine be done”).  

The time at which the temptation occurred is suggestive in several 

ways. It was just when Jesus had been openly acknowledged by the Father 

as His beloved Son, and when the Spirit of the Father had visibly, and 

without measure, come upon him, with that endowment of power and 

wisdom which qualified him to perform those works and speak those 

words beyond the power of man, which, for three-and a-half subsequent 

years, filled Judæa and Galilee with his fame. Why, at such a time, and not 

before, or later in his career, was he “driven of the spirit into the 

wilderness to be tempted of the devil?” Jesus himself afterwards 

proclaimed it as a principle of divine action, that to whom much is given, 

of them much is required. This seems to supply the answer. Jesus, 

endowed with a special measure of the Father’s favour, was sent forth to 

be put to a proof equal to the new greatness conferred upon him. He had 

been, during a thirty years’ private life at Nazareth, subjected to the 

temptations common to men. Anointed now “with the Holy Spirit and with 

power,” it was meet he should be subjected to a correspondingly increased 

test of faithfulness before going forth in the plenitude of this power to bear 

the Father’s name before Israel.  

He was tempted in three particulars only, but it will be found that they 

comprise, in principle, all the temptations to which we can be exposed. 

First, there was the proposal that Jesus should illegitimately minister to his 

own need in the matter of food. The temptation on this point was made as 

keen as it was possible to be. It was not brought to bear when Christ had 

eaten. It would have been no temptation had the proposal not coincided 

with a strong desire in the direction proposed. It came to him after a fast of 

forty days; when the Spirit having sustained him all that time with a supply 

of the vital energy ordinarily derived from the alimentive process, 

permitted him to hunger. As the proverb has it, “Hunger will break through 

stone walls.” Even lawlessness committed from the force of hunger is 

leniently viewed by men in general, as it is written, “Men do not despise a 
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thief, if he steal to satisfy his soul when he is hungry.” The hunger of 

Christ, therefore, made the temptation a very strong one. But the 

temptation was made still stronger by the way the tempter put it: “If thou 

be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.” This was 

as much as to say that the proof of his Messiahship required him to do 

what was proposed, and that if he failed to do it, he would give his tempter 

ground for doubting the proclamation that had just been made on the banks 

of the Jordan. Thus Christ’s desire to testify the truth was cunningly 

brought to the help of his hunger to incline him to provide himself with 

food. But the power to make bread at will, which Christ possessed, as 

afterwards shown by his feeding a multitude with five loaves and two 

fishes, was not given to him to provide his own natural wants, but to 

exhibit his Father’s name to Israel. Consequently, though he had the power 

which the tempter challenged, he was not at liberty to put it forth at the 

time and for the purpose proposed. It would have been sin in him to 

comply with the suggestion. He repelled the suggestion by a quotation 

from the Scriptures, which involved the assertion of those facts: “It is 

written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 

proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”  

The power of this rejoinder may not at first sight be manifest; because, 

so far as appearance went, the proposal was not to discard the Word of 

God, but merely to provide the bread which the answer recognised as an 

element, though not alone, in the process of living. If we understood, 

however, that the proposed mode of providing it was wrong, the strength 

of it appears. “Bread alone” will finally land a man in the grave, because 

bread cannot bestow immortality. Bread, with the Word of God believed 

and obeyed, will be a stepping-stone to life that will never end (and it is in 

this sense that the Scriptures speak of men “living”). In fact, in this 

connection, bread becomes part of the pathway to eternal life, for without 

the bread first to develope and sustain the natural man, the Word of God 

could not have the ground to work on which leads to everlasting life (first 

that which is natural, afterward that which is spiritual). But bread, with the 

word of God disobeyed, is “bread alone,” so far as life-giving power is 

concerned; for the word of God confers no everlasting life on the 

disobedient. Consequently for a man to obtain bread on terms that involve 

his non submission to the word of God (and this was the tempter’s 

proposal) is to take his stand on “bread alone.” To such a case, the 

Scripture quoted by Jesus has obviously a most forcible application. The 

rejoinder was unanswerable.  

“Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a 

pinnacle of the temple, and saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast 

thyself down: for it is written, He shall give His angels charge concerning 
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thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash 

thy foot against a stone.” Here we have a different class of temptation. In 

the first, he was invited, for two powerful reasons, to make a forbidden use 

of power entrusted to his hands. In this the tempter goes to the other 

extreme, and invites Jesus to throw himself ostentatiously on the promises 

of God. This, perhaps, was more difficult to meet than the other. It was as 

if the tempter said, “Thou art the Messiah, art thou not?”—”Yes.” “It is 

written, is it not, that He shall give His angels charge concerning thee, and 

they shall bear thee up?”—”It is so written.” “Cast thyself down, then; how 

canst thou expect me to believe if thou dost not?” How was this to be met? 

By the assertion of a principle ignored in the tempter’s application of 

scripture—a principle which all divine promises presuppose, and which 

would have been violated by compliance with the tempter’s challenge; 

viz., that there must be no familiarity or presumption towards God: that we 

must make a wise and full use of all that He has put in our power, and that 

divine help is only for the need that remains after there has been a humble, 

wise, and loving employment of the means already in our hand. This 

principle Jesus asserted by quoting Scripture: “Thou shall not tempt the 

Lord thy God.” Had he thrown himself down, as the tempter proposed, he 

would have done what the Scriptures thus forbid, and would have forfeited 

his claim to the promise to which the tempter so sophistically appealed. 

The protection promised in that promise was protection from evil beyond 

control, and not from evil rashly and presumptuously incurred. 

“Again, the devil taketh him up to an exceeding high mountain, and 

showeth him all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them; and saith 

unto him, All these things will I give thee if thou wilt fall down and 

worship me.” Here the temptation takes a different direction. Having failed 

to induce Jesus to illegitimately gratify the cravings of the flesh or to 

transgress in the direction of presumption towards God, the tempter tries 

the effect of present honour, wealth and exaltation offered on the simple 

condition of doing homage to the offerer, as the kings and governors of the 

Roman earth were in the habit of doing to Cæsar for their position and 

dignities. Jesus utterly repels the suggestion, reminding the tempter that the 

Scriptures command one service only. “Get thee hence, Satan: for it is 

written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou 

serve.”  

The temptation of Christ is a remarkable episode in a remarkable 

history. It deserves more attention than it receives, as regards the lessons it 

conveys. There is no temptation that can come to us but what was in 

principle involved in the specific temptation to which he was subjected in 

the wilderness after his baptism. The consideration of his resistance to the 

suggestions of the tempter, will help us in all our exposures to similar trial. 

Is it proposed to us to gratify some craving of the flesh in a forbidden 
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direction? to make a vain-glorious or presumptuous use of spiritual 

privileges? to obtain temporal advantage by paying court to the enemies of 

God in any form? Let us cast our eyes to the wilderness of Judea, and 

remember the principles asserted by the Lord in Scripture quotations, in 

answer to similar proposals. It is also a remarkable feature of the 

temptation of Christ, that he employed the Scriptures in repelling the 

suggestions of the tempter. This is a feature worth noting in a day like 

ours, when the universal tendency is to give the Scriptures a less and less 

commanding place. With Christ, the fact of a thing being “written” was a 

sufficient reason for making it a rule of conduct, which is becoming less 

and less the case in a day when more and more the theory finds favour that 

the Scriptures are partly or wholly the product of human thought, and 

subject to human judgment and conscience as to the obligation of its 

precepts. The implication is obvious that we only stand with Christ fully 

when we recognize that “all Scripture is given by inspiration of God,” and 

therefore, as he said, “cannot be broken” in its truth or authority. Corollary 

to this line of thought is the view which the temptation affords of Christ’s 

acquaintance with the Scriptures. His ready responses to the tempter show 

both acquaintance with them, and that memory of their practical 

instructions that was able to apply them in the hour of need. If Jesus thus 

knew the Scriptures, it was because “his custom was” to frequent the 

synagogue and read the Scriptures (Luke iv. 16). His being God manifest 

in the flesh would lead to a powerful proneness in a scriptural direction; 

but it did not make him independent of the testimony which the Spirit in 

David says was his study all the day, and the understanding of which made 

him wiser than his teachers (Psa. cxix. 97–104). In Christ, therefore, we 

have an example of that endeavour to become familiar with the Scriptures 

in daily reading, which is the characteristic of the modern revival of the 

truth. We have also, in his treatment of them, a justification for regarding 

the Scriptures as the unerring source of information in matters pertaining 

to God.  

Jesus was in the wilderness forty days, at the end of which the 

temptation occurred. We are not informed in what manner the Lord was 

occupied during that time, or for what purpose he was so long a time 

secluded “with the wild beasts.” We can scarcely escape the thought that it 

was for preparation. He had come straight from the home associations of 

Nazareth to John’s baptism, and it would scarcely have been fitting that he 

should at once have passed from those associations into the wide public 

work which he had to accomplish before his death. We all know the need 

for pause in changing from one occupation to another. How much more 

must he have felt it who stepped from a carpenter’s bench to the position 

of a nation’s instructor with the power of God upon him, and the work 
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before him of “taking away the sin of the world.” Doubtless, he had a 

strength in himself that made such a transition easier for him than for 

ordinary men. Still, as “touched with the feeling of our infirmity,” he must 

have felt the effects of village life sufficiently to make it needful that he 

should have a season of majestic and heart-enlarging solitude before 

entering upon his journey through the multitudes of Israel as the name-

bearer of Jehovah. The length of the period brings to mind many similar 

periods in the work of God. In years, we have Moses in exile forty years; 

Israel in the wilderness forty years; the land in frequent rest from affliction 

forty years; David’s reign forty years; Solomon’s reign forty years, &c., 

&c. In days, we have the flood descending forty days, Moses in Mount 

Sinai forty days, the spies searching the land, forty days; the Philistine 

defied Israel forty days; Elijah in the wilderness forty days; Jesus forty 

days with his disciples after his resurrection. The recurrence of this number 

suggests that it enters into the plan upon which the purpose of God with 

the earth is being worked out. Forty days were at all events a sufficiently 

long time to prepare the heart of Jesus for the work upon which he was 

about to enter.  

When the temptation was ended, Jesus “came into Galilee.” The 

enemies of the Bible make a great deal of the apparent discrepancy on this 

point between John and the other gospel narrators. Matthew, Mark, and 

Luke all speak of the temptation as occurring immediately after Christ’s 

baptism in the Jordan, while John not only omits the temptation altogether, 

but appears to represent Jesus as remaining in the neighbourhood of the 

Jordan several days after his baptism, and departing thence to Galilee. The 

explanation of this is to be found in the nature of John’s account as 

distinguished from the others. It is not a chronological biography, but a 

report of special sayings and discourses of Christ, for which there is only 

so much of circumstantial narrative introduced as is needful for a frame-

work. There is no doubt some truth in the tradition that John’s gospel was 

written last, and, not only last, but long after the others had been in 

circulation among believers. Its existence is doubtless due to the 

perception which John had of the necessity there was for a fuller exhibition 

of the sayings of Christ, in confutation of the erroneous ideas about him 

that had sprung into activity with the course of time. So much as was 

already well known, he would naturally think it superfluous to write (and 

the Spirit was with him to guide and direct). Therefore, the temptation 

(three times already recorded) he would omit, equally with the particulars 

of his birth. But, says the caviller, “he ought not to have contradicted the 

other accounts. He ought not to have represented Christ as in the 

neighbourhood of the Jordan, and departing to Galilee during the forty 

days he was in the wilderness.” The answer is, John does not do so. He 

only appears to do so on a rough reading. He does not record the baptism 

of Jesus. He only records the Baptist’s remarks about it, and these remarks 
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were made some time after it had occurred, for they are descriptive of its 

having occurred. How long after, does not appear. It may have been some 

weeks. It may have been long enough to give time for Christ’s forty days’ 

absence in the wilderness. True, it speaks of Jesus coming to John the 

same day; but may not this have been after the return of Jesus from the 

wilderness? If the place of temptation were, as believed, to the south of the 

place of baptism, it would be natural that Jesus on his way to Galilee, 

which lay to the north, should repass the scene of his baptism where the 

Baptist was still at work with the multitude; and what more natural in that 

case than that the Baptist, on seeing him again, should say (as John 

represents him saying), “Behold the Lamb of God.… I saw the Spirit 

descending from heaven, and it abode upon him?” It is evident that 

Christ’s baptism had happened some time before: in which case, there is 

no discrepancy at all between John and the other recorders, but merely a 

different order of narrative.          Bro. Robert Roberts—Nazareth Revisited 

 

Meditations—Deity’s Ways No. 73 

DO we sufficiently teach and enforce holiness in our meetings, in our 

schools, and in our homes? We expound the Gospel, and lay threadbare the 

fallacies of orthodox belief; but it is a question whether we adequately 

dwell on the common, though all-important, items of truthfulness, honesty, 

sobriety, purity, and so forth. Let us not assume that we and ours are 

beyond failure in these matters, nor be fearful of giving offence in alluding 

to them. We are all liable to slip — some of us more than others—and the 

best service that we can render to one another is to incessantly jog each 

other’s memory as to what God has said concerning these sins. 

Christadelphian morality should exceed the morality of church and chapel-

goers, but it will not if we neglect to preach the details of right-doing, or 

resent the endeavours of those who do. The world we live in is a wicked 

one, and its spirit will speedily and unknowingly be taken on if the mind is 

not kept attuned to the will of God. Here is the world, as depicted from a 

newspaper-writer’s point of view (and how the picture accords with the 

Scriptures): “Turn which way we will—individually, socially, 

internationally, universally—we find the end of the century (19th) 

characterised by deliberate devil-may-care disregard of all the cardinal 

principles of that higher life which should have been the fruit of a 2,000 

years old religion.” What an indictment! Great is the need, brethren, for us 

to save ourselves from this untoward generation. 

Oh! the unkindness of some men. They will search out, magnify, and 

publish to the four quarters of the globe, the failings of their neighbours; 

but for their neighbours’ good traits they have no eyes, no ears, no tongues. 
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Why this unkindness? It may arise from envy, or spite, or the mere love of 

scandal. But, whatever the cause, the practice is utterly wrong, for God has 

forbidden it. “Speak not evil one of another” (Jas. 4:11). “Thou shalt not 

go up and down as a tale-bearer among thy people” (Lev. 19:16). It is 

wrong, for it is thoughtless and cruel. Have we not all failings? Is it not as 

a rule a case of the pot calling the kettle black? Who would wish their own 

weaknesses to be advertised to the world? Can we be other than pained if 

we find that such is being done? Surely there is enough sadness in our 

midst without our adding to it through an unlawful use of our tongues. It is 

wrong because it is productive of untold evil. It turns good into bad 

feeling. A prating tongue tempts even exemplary men to hate and 

anathematise. True are Solomon’s words, “A froward man scattereth strife; 

and a whisperer separateth chief friends” (Prov. 16:28). Let those who are 

given to the pernicious habit of scandalising break it off, for, if persisted 

in, it will unquestionably imperil their salvation. But we may say, “My 

motive is good in the tales I tell.” Then to such an one these remarks are 

not addressed. But let us be sure about our motives. Let us not forget that 

an infallible judge has yet to test them. No motive will be accounted 

acceptable unless governed by consideration, kindness, and love. 

God coerces no one in the matter of well-doing. He makes known His 

will, and requests compliance. He points out the wisdom of faithfulness, 

and promises to make it possible for us to render it. Then He leaves us to 

obey or disobey. This is exactly how the case stands with every one of us. 

Are we rebellious? Obedience, let us not forget, means effort, and unless 

we are prepared to make it our lot is hopeless. Among the figures 

employed to depict the disposition needful to reach the Kingdom is that of 

an athlete struggling for victory (1 Cor. 9:24–27). We are all familiar with 

the sight of a man so engaged. We have been struck with his earnestness 

and eagerness to win—with his obvious willingness to strain every power 

in order to become the victor—a few cuts and bruises are nought to him. 

Such is the figure used by the spirit to impress us with the kind of mind 

which we must have if we would be successful in securing God’s great 

prize—the prize of immortal life. The question is, Do we possess this 

mind? Or are we fooling ourselves by thinking—contrary to the plain 

testimony of the Bible—that because we know the truth, have been 

immersed, and have an excellent up-to-date acquaintance with the affairs 

and doings of the brotherhood, all will be well? “Be not deceived; God is 

not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap.” 

“There is no God.” This is the statement of the fool, as David tells us. 

Fools are plentiful, and always have been. It is in their midst that we have 

to pass the time of our probation. These men, although fools, are not 

simple enough to openly affirm their mind; they only do it, as the Psalmist 

adds, in their hearts. They disclose their minds by their actions—by 
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systematically omitting God from their arrangements. Let us take care, lest 

we fall victims to the folly of the fool. Unbelief is more infectious than any 

disease. To be surrounded by fools is no new experience for saints. In 

Job’s day the question of the fool was, “What is the Almighty that we 

should serve him? and what profit should we have if we pray unto him?” 

(Job 21:15). In the Psalmist’s time the thought of the fool was, “God hath 

forgotten: he hideth his face; he will never see it” (Psa. 10:11). The fool 

was no less in evidence during the prophets’ ministry. Isaiah records that 

the fool was asking, “Who seeth us? and who knoweth us?” (Isa. 29:15). 

Jeremiah says that the fool scornfully said, “Where is the word of the 

Lord? let it come now” (Jer. 17:15). Ezekiel testifies the same thing, “The 

Lord hath forsaken the earth, and the Lord seeth not” (Ezek. 9:9). In 

apostolic days, and subsequent ones down to our own, the fool has been 

scoffingly enquiring, “Where is the promise of his coming?” God is not 

unmindful of the fool—for him a rod is in preparation. “A prudent man 

foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself; but the simple pass on, and are 

punished.”                                                       —Bro. A.T. Jannaway— 1905 

 

Signs of the Time – Russia sends fighter jets to Syria 

“Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth 
his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. And he 
gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue 

Armageddon.” Rev. 16:15-16 
 

Washington (CNN) Defense Secretary Ashton Carter spoke with his 
Russian counterpart Friday as Russian military moves inside Syria 
continued to escalate with the arrival of fighter jets. 

In a “constructive conversation,” both Carter and Russian Defense 
Minister Sergei Shoygu agreed to “further discuss mechanisms for 
deconfliction in Syria,” Pentagon Press Secretary Peter Cook said in a 
statement, as the United States and its allies continue military 
operations against ISIS inside Syria. 

Shoygu told Carter that the recent Russian military buildup in Syria 
is “defensive in nature” and aimed at supporting Russian obligations to 
the regime of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, a senior U.S. Defense 
official told reporters. 

The U.S. policy is that Assad, a close ally of Moscow, must leave 
office in order to resolve the years-long civil war, and U.S. officials have 
warily watched Russia’s military support of the Syrian regime. 
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However, with U.S. aircraft also operating in the country as America 
roots out ISIS, it is important that the two powers coordinate their 
military presence to avoid accidental encounters. 

An intelligence official called the Russian buildup in Syria 
“significant” and said it would represent “the first major expeditionary 
force deployment” outside the former Soviet space that Moscow has 
undertaken since the war in Afghanistan. 

Reports indicate the military buildup in Syria could consist of combat 
aircraft that are capable of striking ground targets, providing close air 
support and intercepting aircraft, and small numbers of main battle 
tanks and armored personnel carriers to transport troops to the 
battlefield. 

U.S. to Russia: Backing Assad ‘not a winning strategy’.  

Moscow’s ultimate intentions are unclear, but initial signs suggest a 
focus on providing air support to Syrian forces and to humanitarian 
relief operations. The U.S. also expects Russia to send a small 
presence of ground forces to support these operations. 

The intelligence official added that “a challenge for Russia is 
maintaining a presence on the ground may require a robust force that 
could come in direct combat with various forces in the region.” 

The conversation between Carter and Shoygu seemed to differ 
somewhat from an earlier call this week between senior U.S. and 
Russian officials. 

On Wednesday, Secretary of State John Kerry said he had spoken 
with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and was told Russian 
movements in Syria were being focused toward the battle against ISIS. 

“I’m not taking that at face value, because we look at the type of 
airplanes or the type of munitions and so forth, and it obviously raises 
much more serious questions about what is happening,” Kerry told 
reporters Wednesday. 

Traveling in London on Friday, Kerry said the destruction of ISIS 
remains the top U.S. priority in Syria, but that the Obama administration 
was also committed to finding “a political settlement with respect to 
Syria, which we believe cannot be achieved in the long term presence 
of Assad.” 

The calls are the first between the two defense officials since the 
U.S. suspended military conversations with Moscow in the wake of 
Russia’s annexation of Crimea and involvement inside Ukraine. 

Despite the calls between Kerry, Carter and their counterparts, 
State Department Deputy Spokesman Mark Toner maintained on 
Friday that the communication did not signal a new phase in the 
relationship, and that high-level contact between the U.S. and Russian 
military on other matters “still remains on hold.” 

http://www.cnn.com/2015/09/18/politics/russia-fighter-jets-syria-carter/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2015/09/18/politics/russia-fighter-jets-syria-carter/index.html
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Officials said the call was initiated at the request of the Russian 
government, and it raises questions of how imminent any Russian 
military action in Syria may be. 

A U.S. official told CNN Friday that four Russian Sukhoi “Flanker” 
jets have arrived in Syria. It is unclear how those aircraft will eventually 
be used in Syria. 

Prior to that development, the U.S. had observed eight Russian 
military helicopters at the airbase in Syria that Russia is beefing up, 
and seen Russia move tanks, mobile artillery and armored vehicles into 
the Middle Eastern nation. 

The defense official did not rule out future discussions between U.S. 
and Russian officials on Russian support missions for Assad, even 
though the U.S. opposes that support.  

While it is unclear what the next steps in the U.S.-Russian military 
relationship may be, the official said further talks would be aimed at 
trying to “avoid any misunderstanding” in that relationship. 

“This is the beginning of a conversation,” the official said.    

By Jamie Crawford and Barbara Starr, CNN Sept 18, 2015 

 

Visit To Palestine 

We had some refreshment a little distance from Tiberias, after which 

we resumed our journey on horseback. We were riding on elevated ground, 

and the view was splendid. The sea of Galilee lay at our feet, and we could 

see below us Capernaum, Safed, and almost all way to Nazareth. We 

reached the Tiberias between 5 and 6 o’clock in the evening. We made for 

the French monastery, which is a place for receiving travellers. Mr. 

Oliphant is known there (having stayed there several times) and his name 

was a passport, as it is indeed all over the country. We were well received 

and comfortably lodged for his sake. After refreshment, we went out the 

same evening to have a closer look at the sea of Galilee. We found the best 

way to make its acquaintance was to get into a boat and pull outwards. 

This we did. There are a good many small boats at the side of the lake. We 

saw twenty at least near Capernaum. (Some 20 years ago a traveler 

reported 3 as the total number on the entire lake.—ED.). We rowed about a 

good deal. When we got a good distance out, we determined to have a 

bathe. Having divested ourselves of our clothing, Mr. Smith plunged in 

head first. I jumped in after him. I was desirous of ascertaining the depth. I 

had heard the lake was very deep here—perhaps 150 feet. I went down as 

far as I could, but I could not touch the bottom. I had to let myself up again 

before reaching it. We had a splendid swim all about. When we got back 

into the boat, I tasted the water and found it very good—fresh and nice. 
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Having dressed ourselves, we rowed to land, and returned to the 

monastery. Early next morning, we started on our return to Haifa, but by a 

different route from the one by which we had come. We went by way of 

the river Kishon on its northern bank, a ride of 35 miles. I was surprised 

that I stood out so much riding, after having been for 20 years unused to 

horse exercise. Nearing the Kishon, we were thrown out of our 

calculations somewhat as to the road. Our guide had made for the wrong 

point. We were miles away from a fordable point, which is a serious matter 

when there is no bridge and a river full of water before you. Mr. Smith was 

disposed to try and ford the river on horseback. I dissuaded him from it. It 

is well he did not do so, for we afterwards found he would have run the 

great risk of being drowned had he attempted it, on account of the muddy 

nature of the bottom. We found this out in having to cross one or two 

wadys or ditches (small arms) of the river as we followed its course. In 

endeavouring to get across one of these, Mr. Smith’s horse sank in the 

mud, and but for his jumping off very quickly, both he and his horse would 

have been smothered in mud. There is no doubt this is what happened to a 

great part of Sisera’s army, and gives the key to the expression in 

Deborah’s song about the “breaking of his horse’s hoofs.” The character of 

the mud of Kishon is such that if a horse once gets into it, it is almost 

impossible for it to get out again. I went further up the creek, and jumped 

my horse over it. We continued our course along the river till near the sea, 

where it is shallow. Here we crossed, and found ourselves within three 

miles of Haifa. We were thrown very late by the mistake made at the 

beginning of the journey. I was very glad to find myself once more under 

Mr. Oliphant’s hospitable roof. We had finished a most interesting tour in 

safety, for which I was thankful, having felt a little apprehensive in 

prospect of it because of the riding. Next day, we ascertained that Baron 

Rothschild had paid a visit to Haifa during our absence. His visit was a 

very hurried affair. He arrived in the evening, and spent the night at the 

monastery of Carmel, and went away next day to Nazareth. He intended to 

stay five days: but he was so closely followed up by the Jews with 

petitions in such numbers that he went away immediately after his arrival. 

He went to Nazareth to get away from them. 

Within the next few days, Her Majesty’s Jubilee was celebrated in Mr. 

Oliphant’s grounds. On the day fixed, about 400 people of various 

nationalities assembled about three o’clock in the afternoon, and remained 

till seven. They took tea and other refreshments, sang songs, and delivered 

speeches Mr. Oliphant addressed the assembly in French. His remarks 

were translated into the local vernacular by a neighbouring resident; into 

German by Mr. Schmidt, Her Majesty’s Consul; into Arabic by another; so 

that most of what he said would be understood by all present. It was 

counted up that seventeen nationalities were represented. 
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During the rest of my stay, I obtained a good deal of information with 

reference to matters bearing on the object of my visit. I learnt particulars 

concerning the particular plants, bulbs, fruits, etc., indigenous to the 

country; the mode of their cultivation; the peculiarities of the climate, etc. I 

obtained a good many specimens, and made arrangements for regular 

consignments of the produce of the country to me in England. 

The time wore pleasantly away till the day of departure. After a 

fortnight’s stay at Haifa, I left on Wednesday about 7 o’clock in the 

evening. I embarked on board the steamer for Alexandria—the steamer 

which called at Jaffa on the way. Here I landed again and saw Madame 

Princeps. I was anxious to know if Rothschild’s director had been there. 

(This is the gentleman—a botanist who has charge of the colonies for 

Baron Rothschild). I found that he and the Baron and Baronness had been 

there since my last visit. Madame Princeps introduced me to the gardener 

of a Russian Baron next door, who showed me through his magnificent 

establishment. This man was a Jew with whom I made arrangements for 

future transactions in seed and produce. The steamer stayed all day, so that 

I was able to make the most of my visit. I went on board in the evening, 

and the steamer resumed her voyage. We called next day at Port Said, and 

then went on to Alexandria, where I landed. I had three days to spare here 

before the sailing of the home steamer for Brindisi, so I made 

arrangements for a visit to Cairo, which can be reached by railway. I was 

surprised to find it so large and important a place. It seems to be in quite a 

flourishing way. There is a great deal of building going on, and a great 

many people on the wing as travellers principally English, Americans, and 

Australians. Of course I visited the Pyramids. I rode a donkey to get to 

them. The young man that owned the donkey was to run behind, there and 

back, ten miles without food or drink, because it was the feast of Ramadan. 

I protested against this, and insisted on his having something. But it was in 

vain, I could not get him to touch food. I got him to consent to ride the 

donkey part of the time: this was the most I could do. I thought it would be 

nice to see more enlightened people as scrupulous about their duty. But all 

Mohammedans are not alike. On board the steamer going home, there were 

two sheiks who, after a momentary hesitation about Ramadan, decided to 

go in for the unrestricted and regular meals of the ship. I could not help 

thinking of other leaders and other dupes, modern as well as ancient. 

Human nature is the same in all ages. The way to the Pyramids is through 

an avenue of acacias which is kept in capital condition by a large number 

of men who regularly water them and the roads as well, so as to keep down 

the dust. I was much struck with the capabilities of the land as indicated by 

the appearance of the country all the way to and from the Pyramids. There 

were fields of potatoes and melons, and cucumbers in great abundance. 
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The fertility of the land seemed unbounded, due to the irrigation of the 

Nile, which renews the alluvial deposit. The Pyramids are very imposing 

in appearance. I managed to get to the top of the Great Pyramid, from 

which there is a splendid view of Cairo and the great desert which 

stretches away westward a great distance—you cannot tell how far,—30 or 

40 or 50 miles perhaps. I went inside the pyramid and saw the tombs of the 

kings and queens—long dead. To get to them was almost as difficult as 

going up to the top. The ascents inside were as toilsome as those outside. 

The sphinx also I saw. Travellers seemed to attach great importance to 

this—more than to anything connected with Israel. In fact, I did not hear a 

word in reference to Israelitish affairs, except from one clergyman (and as 

for the hope of Israel, you don’t get that even from a clergyman). I got 

back the same evening to Cairo, and after sleeping in the city, returned 

next morning to Alexandria, which I safely reached after a four hours’ 

dusty ride in the train. I never saw so much dust in a railway carriage in 

my life. The line was very rough and not comparable to English railways, 

or even to Italian. After another day at Abbott’s hotel, Alexandria, I got on 

board the steamer Siam and sailed for Brindisi. We made an excellent 

voyage—smooth sea and beautiful weather all the way. Nothing of note 

occurred during the voyage. Arrived at Brindisi, I started by train at once 

for Turin, I stayed four hours, and then took the train for Paris. I stayed 

only one hour in Paris and then went on by train to Calais, from which I 

crossed by steamer to Dover and reached London about seven o’clock on 

Monday morning. Here I telegraphed to Leicester, where my message took 

friends at home by surprise, as I was not expected back quite so soon. I had 

one or two calls to make in London, but was soon in the train again. I 

reached home the same evening at 7–10. I found myself much better in 

health for the journey. 

Looking back on my journey, it is plain that what has been done in 

Jaffa can be done in every other part of Palestine. There is every condition 

favourable for the production of the orange, lemon, fig, pomegranate, 

peach, pear and apple, in addition to the vine for which the hillsides are 

admirably suited. There is abundance of melons of all descriptions—as 

well as currants. There is no country in the world equal to Palestine for the 

production of these particular things, either in quantity or quality. The 

resources of the country in this respect are simply boundless. What I have 

seen has convinced me that it is only a question of means. Given the 

necessary funds, and there is no limit to what could be done in the 

production of the finest fruit in the world—such fruit as rarely appears in 

the market at present. Of course, the irrigation question is a most important 

one. The country suffers from want of rain at certain seasons, but there is 

plenty of water in the country, and water can be elevated and distributed 

with proper system. There is no doubt that various methods of doing this 

will be adopted on a large scale when the settlement of the country is 
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sufficiently advanced. The Turk is the great block, but there is a prospect 

of his removal. He has served a good purpose for the time being. I believe 

but for the difficulty of getting a good title under the Turk, the country 

would have been swamped with Gentiles long ago. But notwithstanding 

this difficulty, the Jews have managed to settle to a considerable extent in 

recent years. They are present in the country in larger numbers than is 

generally known, and they are quietly getting a footing, notwithstanding 

the obstructive policy of the Government. Of course they have to resort to 

crooked ways to do this, but it is the fact that they are doing it. Visitors to 

Palestine, particularly clergymen, are disposed to disparage the movement, 

because of their general opposition to the idea of Jewish restoration. They 

naturally fear that any semblance to such a thing will lower them in the 

eyes of those to whom they have been saying for years that no such thing 

will take place or can take place. Therefore they make light of what is 

actually going on before their eyes. But they cannot stop it. It is steadily 

going on. In my opinion, from what I have seen, the situation is so 

advanced that with favourable circumstances to ripen it, the thing could 

come to a head in twelve months. We may see this when the movement of 

the Eastern question forces Palestine out of Turkish management. I am 

quite clear as to the tendency of things working in favour of the Jews 

becoming owners of the land, and as to the certainty of this tendency 

developing rapidly should political changes in the East favour it. The only 

fear I expressed to Mr. Oliphant was that others than the Jews would avail 

themselves of such a splendid opening. Mr. Oliphant said I need not be 

afraid of that. He said even if the Gentiles came and enriched themselves, 

only let the Jews have a chance at the same time and they would soon skin 

the Gentiles, and become possessors of all they might make. 

                                                                      —Bro. Viccars Collyer 

 

 

Scripture quotes and Bro. Roberts’ Comments No.4 

Scripture quote: — 

“For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.”—1 

Corinthians 11: 31. 

Bro. Roberts said, “It is a matter of command and a matter of common 

wisdom to ‘prove our own selves.’ We can stand guard over ourselves; we 

can subject ourselves to a continual self-scrutiny on the question whether 

we walk in accordance with the revealed will of the Father.” 
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(Taken from “Judgment and Salvation” “Seasons of Comfort” Volume 

1, page 395.) 

Scripture quote: — 

“All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh 
to me I will in no wise cast out.”—John 6: 37. 

Bro. Roberts said, “The whole question of importance for us is in the 

‘coming.’ Do we ‘come’? If so all is well, and cannot be but well. We need 

not trouble about anything else. Nothing, in that case, can separate us from 

the love of God which is in Christ Jesus…A man who knows, loves and 

obeys; that is, who continues in ‘all things’ prescribed for disciples to do 

and continue doing, has come, and will in no wise be cast out.” 

(Taken from “Judgment and Salvation” “Seasons of Comfort” Volume 

1, page 396.) 

Scripture quote: — 

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one 
with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all 

sin.”—1 John 1: 7. 

Bro. Roberts said, “Those who walk in sin have no representative in 

Christ. Those who are born of God sin not; that is, they are not unrighteous 

in their habit of mind and action: their failures are exceptions to the 

habitual run of their lives, and, confessed and repented of, they are 

forgiven, and they stand at the last before the judgment seat to be 

proclaimed as constituents of the one body, ‘having neither spot, nor 

wrinkle, nor any such thing’.” 

(Taken from “Judgment and Salvation” “Seasons of Comfort” Volume 

1, page 396.) 

Scripture quote: — 

“Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, 
that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 

Christ.”—Ephesians 3: 8. 

Bro. Roberts said, “It is only a sober fact that it hath not entered into 

the heart of man to conceive of them. God hath revealed them by His 

spirit; but, for all that, the vision of them in great measure lies latent in the 

words that convey them, and remains invisible to millions who have the 

words but discern them not.” 

(Taken from “Judgment and Salvation” “Seasons of Comfort” Volume 

1, pages 397-8.) 
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PARAPHRASE OF DANIEL’S ELEVENTH 

CHAPTER 

To the thirty-fifth verse inclusive. 

The date of the prophecy is the third year of Cyrus, B.C. 540, and runs thus 

— Behold, there shall stand up yet three kings in Persia, namely, Ahasuerus, 

Smerdis, and Darius; and the fourth, or Xerxes, shall be far richer than they 

all: and by his strength through his riches he shall stir up all against the realm 

ofGrecia. And Alexander, the Macedonian, a mighty king shall stand up, 

ruling with great dominion and doing according to his will. And when he shall 

stand up, having suffered no defeat, his kingdom shall be broken, and shall be 

divided into four kingdoms toward the four winds of heaven: and their glory 

and power shall fall not to his posterity, nor according to the extent of his 

dominion which he ruled: for his kingdom shall be plucked up, even for other 

rulers beside those of his family. And the king of the south shall be strong, and 

shall be one of his, Alexander’s princes, or generals; and he shall be strong 

above him, and have dominion; his dominion shall be a great dominion, 

extending over Egypt, Libya, Cyrenaica, Arabia, Palestine, Coele-Syria, and 

most of the maritime provinces of Asia Minor; with the island of Cyprus, and 

several others in the Aegean sea, and even some cities of Greece, as Cicyon 

and Corinth. Such was the dominion of Ptolemy Soter, the first Macedonian 

king of Egypt. 

Verse 6. — And in the end of fifty-two years from B.C. 301, they, the kings 

of Egypt and Assyro-Macedonia, shall associate themselves together; for 

Berenice, the king’s daughter of the south, shall come, or be conducted, to 

Antiochus Theos, the king of the north, to make a marriage agreement: but she 

shall not retain the power of the arm of her father Ptolemy Philadelphus. 

Neither shall he her husband Antiochus stand; for Laodice, his repudiated 

wife, whom he shall receive again when he divorces Berenice after her father’s 

death, shall cause him to be poisoned. Nor shall his arm, Berenice, stand; but 

she shall be given up to suffer death; and they, the Egyptians also, that brought 

her to Syria; and he, her son, whom she brought forth, and he that 

strengthened her in these times, shall die; and thus leave her to the mercy of 

Laodice, which will be treachery and death. 

Verse 7. — But out of a branch of her parent roots shall Ptolemy 

Euergetes, her brother, stand up in his estate, or kingdom, and come with an 

army, and shall enter into Antioch the capital, and the fortress of the king of 

the north, and shall deal, or make war, against them, even against Laodice and 

her son Seleucus, and shall prevail: and Euergetes shall also carry captives 
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into Egypt their gods, with their princes, and with their precious vessels of 

silver and of gold: and he shall continue to reign nine more years than the 

king of the north, who shall die a prisoner in Parthia five years before the king 

of Egypt. So the king of the south shall come into his kingdom, and shall 

return into his own land, B.C. 244. 

Verse 10. — But his, Seleucus Callinicus’ sons Seleucus Ceraunus, and 

Antiochus, shall be stirred up to war; and shall assemble a multitude of great 

forces: and one of them, even Antiochus the great, shall certainly come and 

overflow through the passes of Libanus, and pass through into Galilee, and 

possess himself of all that part of the country, which was formerly the 

inheritance of the tribes of Reuben and Gad, and of the half tribe of Manasseh. 

Then, the season being too far advanced to prolong the campaign, shall he 

return to Ptolemais, where he shall put his forces into winter quarters. But, 

early in the spring B.C. 217, Ptolemy Philopater shall march with a large army 

to Raphia, by which Antiochus shall be stirred up again to war, and defeated 

with great slaughter, so that he shall retreat to his fortress. Thus, shall the king 

of the south be moved with choler, and come forth and fight with the king of 

the north; and the king of north shall set forth a great multitude, even 72,000 

foot and 6,000 horse; but the multitude shall be given into the hand of the king 

of Egypt. 

Verse 12. — And when he, the king of the south, had taken away the 

multitude by a signal defeat of Antiochus, his heart shall be lifted up, for he 

will desire to enter the most holy place of the temple. But while he was 

preparing to enter, he was stricken, and carried off for dead. In his victory over 

Antiochus he shall cast down ten thousands, even 10,000 foot and 300 horse. 

But, not following up his advantages, Philopator shall not be strengthened by 

his victory. For Antiochus, the king of the north shall return, and shall set 

forth a multitude of troops, greater than the former, and shall certainly come 

after certain, that is, nineteen years after the battle of Raphia, or B.C. 198, 

with a great army and with much riches, and shall subjugate all Palestine and 

Coele-Syria. 

Verse 14. — And in those times, when Ptolemy Epiphanes shall reign over 

Egypt, many shall stand up against the infant king of the south, even the kings 

of Macedonia, and of Syria, and Scopas, the general of his deceased father. 

But the deputies of the Romans, the breakers of thy people, Daniel, shall 

interfere to establish the vision. They became the guardians and protectors of 

Epiphanes during his minority; and appointed three deputies, who were 

ordered to acquaint the kings with their resolution, and to enjoin them not to 

infest the dominions of their royal pupil; for that otherwise they should be 

forced to declare war against them. The deputy, Emilius, one of the three, after 

delivering the message of the Roman senate, proceeded to Alexandria, and 
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settled everything to as much advantage as the state of affairs in Egypt would 

then admit. In this way the Romans began to mix themselves up with the 

affairs of Egypt, Palestine, and Syria; and in a few years established 

themselves as lords paramount of the East, and so constituted a power in Asia, 

symbolized by the Little Horn of the Goat, and in the thirty-sixth verse, styled 

“THE KING.” But, though they should be “the breakers of Israel,” the 

assurance was given to Daniel, saying, they shall fall 

Verse 15. — So the king of the north, being checked by the Romans, shall 

come into Palestine, and cast up a mount against Sidon, where he shall besiege 

the forces of the Egyptians; and he shall take Jerusalem, the city of munitions, 

from the castle of which he shall expel the Egyptian garrison: and the arms of 

the south shall not withstand, neither his chosen people, neither shall there be 

any strength to withstand Antiochus. But Antiochus, who cometh against 

Ptolemy Epiphanes, shall do according to his own will in Coele-Syria and 

Palestine, and none shall stand before him: and he shall make a permanent 

stand in the glorious land of Israel, which by his hand shall be consumed. He 

shall also set his face to enter into Greece, with the strength of his whole 

kingdom, and Israelites (Ishrim) with him. Thus shall he do to incorporate 

Greece into his dominion, by which the Romans, who had recently proclaimed 

it free, would be stirred up against him. Therefore, to secure the neutrality of 

their Egyptian ally, he shall give Cleopatra, the daughter of women, or 

princess royal, to Epiphanes to wife, corrupting her to betray him by resigning 

to him Coele-Syria and Palestine as her dower, but on condition that he should 

receive half the revenues. Thus, the land of Israel was given over as a bribe to 

bind Cleopatra to her father’s interests, that she might influence Epiphanes 

either to remain neutral, or to declare against the Romans, his protectors. But 

she shall cleave to her husband, and not stand, neither be for him, but shall 

join with her husband in congratulating the Roman Senate on the victory they 

had gained over her father at Thermopylae. 

Verse 18. — After this shall Antiochus, at the earnest solicitation of the 

Aetolians, turn his face unto the isles of Greece, and shall take many: but  a 

military commander (kotzin), L. Scipio, the Roman  consul, shall cause the 

reproach offered by him to cease; without his own disgrace he, Scipio, shall 

cause it to turn upon Antiochus, by defeating him at Mount Sipylus, and 

repulsing him from every part of Asia Minor. As the condition of peace, the 

Romans required him to pay 15,000 talents; 500 down, 2,500 on the 

ratification of the treaty, and the rest in twelve years at 1000 talents per 

annum. These terms being acceded to, he shall turn his face toward the 

fortress, or capital, of his own land, being much at a loss how to raise the 

tribute. While in the province of Elymais, he heard of a considerable treasure 
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in the temple of Jupiter Belus. He accordingly broke into it in the dead of 

night, and carried off all its riches, But he shall stumble and fall, and not be 

found; for the provincials, exasperated at the robbery, rebelled against him, 

and murdered him and all his attendants, B.C. 187. 

Verse 20. — Then shall stand up in Antiochus’ estate, or kingdom, his son 

Seleucus Philopator, one who causeth an exactor to pass over the glory of the 

kingdom; the business of his reign being to raise the tribute for the Romans. 

But within few days, that is, twelve years, he shall be destroyed, neither in 

anger, nor in battle, being poisoned by Heliodorus, his prime minister, having 

reigned long enough to pay the last instalment to the Romans. 

Verse 21. — And in his, Seleucus Philopator’s, place shall stand up 

Heliodorus a vile person, being both a poisoner and usurper, to whom they, the 

authorities of the nation, shall not give the honor of the kingdom: but 

Antiochus Epiphanes shall come in peaceably, and obtain the kingdom by 

flatteries bestowed on the party of Heliodorus. 

Verse 22. — And with the arms of a flood by which they shall be 

formidably invaded, shall they, the Egyptians, be overflown from before 

Antiochus, whom they excite to war by demanding the restitution of Coele-

Syria and Palestine. And they shall be broken, or subdued; yea, also Onias the 

prince, or high priest, of the Mosaic covenant, shall be murdered, as B.C. 172, 

it came to pass. And after the league made with Ptolemy Philometer, 

Antiochus shall work deceitfully after his second invasion of Egypt, B.C. 170; 

for he shall come up to Alexandria, and he shall become strong with a small 

people, or army. By his deceit, he shall enter peaceably even upon the fattest 

places of the province to which he reduces Egypt; and he, Antiochus, shall do 

that which his fathers, or predecessors, have not done, nor his fathers’ fathers; 

namely, he shall scatter among his followers, the prey, and spoils, and riches: 

yea, he shall forecast his devices against the strong holds of Egypt, even for a 

time. And he shall stir up his power and his courage against the king of the 

south with a great army; and the king of the south shall be stirred up to battle 

with a very great and mighty army; but he shall not stand: for the 

Alexandrians seeing him in the hands of Antiochus, and lost to them, shall 

forecast devices against him, and place the crown of Egypt upon the head of 

his brother, Euergetes II. Yea, they that feed of the portion of Philometer’s 

meat, even his courtiers, shall separate, or renounce, him; and his, Antiochus’ 

army shall overflow Egypt; and many of the Egyptians shall fall down slain. 

And the hearts of both these kings shall be to do mischief, and they shall speak 

lies at one table, but shall not prosper; for the end is yet at the time appointed. 

Verse 28. — Then shall Antiochus return into his land with great riches; 

and his heart shall be against the Holy Covenant: and he shall do terrible 
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things against Jerusalem, taking it by storm, butchering 80,000 men, making 

40,000 prisoners, and causing a like number to be sold for slaves. And then 

shall he return to his own land, laden with the spoils of the temple, amounting 

to 1800 talents, or £270,000. 

Verse 29. — At the time appointed, under pretence of restoring Philometer 

to the throne, he shall return, and come toward the south against Alexandria to 

besiege it. But it, this fourth invasion, shall not be as the former, or as the 

latter. He raised the siege and marched towards Memphis, where he installed 

Philometer as king. As soon, however, as he had departed, Philometer came to 

an understanding with Euergetes, and they agreed to a joint reign over Egypt. 

This coming to the ears of Antiochus, he led a powerful army against 

Memphis for the purpose of subduing the country. Having nearly 

accomplished his project, he marched against Alexandria, which was the only 

obstacle to his becoming absolute master of Egypt. But the Roman embassy, 

sent at the request of the Ptolemies, met him about a mile from the city. They 

had left Rome with the utmost diligence. When they arrived at Delos, they 

found a fleet of Macedonian, or Greek, ships, on board of which they 

embarked for Alexandria, where they arrived at the crisis of his approach. 

Popilius delivered him the decree of the Senate, and demanded an immediate 

answer. Sorely against his will, he agreed to obey its mandate, and draw off 

his army from Egypt. Thus his invasion terminated very differently from the 

former: for the ships of Chittim shall come against him, and prevent him from 

incorporating Egypt into his Assyrian kingdom of the north (Num. 24:24). 

All his wrath was kindled at this interference; therefore he shall be 

grieved, and return, and have indignation against the Holy Covenant; for in 

his return-march through Palestine, he detached 20,000 men under Apollonius 

with orders to destroy Jerusalem, B.C. 168. So shall he do; he shall even 

return, and have intelligence with them that forsake the Holy Covenant. 

Verse 31. — And arms shall stand on his part under Apollonius; and they, 

the Assyro-Macedonian troops, shall pollute the temple, or sanctuary of 

strength, by shedding the blood of the worshippers in its courts; and they shall 

take away the daily sacrifice, and they shall place a strong fort and garrison to 

command the temple, even the abomination that maketh desolate, and 

overawes the nation.  

As soon as Antiochus Epiphanes was returned to Antioch, he published a 

decree by which all his subjects were required to conform to his religion. This 

was aimed chiefly at the Jews, whose religion and nation he was resolved to 

extirpate. Atheneus, a man advanced in years, and extremely well versed in all 

the ceremonies of the Grecian idolatry, was commissioned to carry the edict 
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into effect in Judea and Samaria. As soon as he arrived at Jerusalem, be began 

suppressing the daily, or burnt offering of continuance, and all the observances 

of the Jewish law. He caused the sabbaths and other festivals to be profaned; 

forbid the circumcision of children; carried off and burned all copies of the 

law wherever they could be found; and put to death whoever acted contrary to 

the decree of the king. To establish it the sooner in every part of the nation, 

altars and chapels filled with idols were erected in every city, and sacred 

groves were planted. Officers were appointed over these, who caused the 

people generally to offer sacrifice in them every month, on the day of the 

month on which the king was born, who made them eat swine’s flesh and 

other unclean animals sacrificed there. The temple in Jerusalem was dedicated 

to Jupiter Olympius whose statue was placed within it. Thus he did in his great 

indignation against Jehovah and His people Israel. 

Verse 32. — And such of the Jews as do wickedly against the covenant 

shall Antiochus by flatteries cause to dissemble. These not only “forsook the 

holy covenant,” but “had intelligence” with the king, and aided him all they 

could in the desolation with which he was overspreading their country. But the 

Maccabees and their adherents, people who do know their God shall be strong, 

and do valiantly in war. And they, even Mattathias and his five sons, &c, that 

understand among the people shall instruct, and encourage, many; yet they of 

their party shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, 

days.  

Now when they shall fall by these calamities they shall be holpen with a 

little help; for whilst Antiochus was amusing himself by celebrating games at 

Daphne, Judas Maccabeus had raised the standard of independence, and was 

helping his countrymen in Judea. He levied a small army, fortified the cities, 

rebuilt the fortresses, threw strong garrisons into them, and thereby awed the 

whole country. He defeated and killed Apollonius, and made great slaughter of 

the troops. With 3000 men he defeated Lysias with 47,000; and another army 

of 20,000 under Timotheus and Bacchides; and in the year B.C. 170, he gave 

Lysias a second defeat at Bethsura, by which he dispersed 65,000 of the 

enemy. Yet, many shall cleave to them, the Maccabees, with flatteries, for it 

was a time of trial. And therefore some of them of understanding shall fall to 

try them, and to purge, and make them white FOR THE TIME OF THE END; 

because it, the time of the end, is yet for a time appointed. 

The thirty-fifth verse of this eleventh chapter brings us down to the end of 

430 years from the destruction of the city and temple of Jerusalem by the 

Chaldeans. There is here a break in the prophecy. Nothing more is said about 

Israel and the king of the north, until the prediction is resumed in the fortieth 

verse, which may be regarded as continuous with verse thirty-five. The latter 
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speaks of their being tried and made white to, or till, the time of the end, and 

then the fortieth re-introduces the king of the south and the king of the north, 

and outlines the events they were to bring to pass in that time, and which will 

end in the resurrection, when they who have been tried and made white in the 

long interval, will stand in their lot with Daniel at the end of the 1335 days. 

With the exception of the “little help” derived from the victories of the 

Maccabees, the history of Israel has been a series of calamities to this day; and 

will so continue to be till the “time appointed” for their deliverance arrives. 

But the Maccabean epoch is particularly interesting as the termination of 

Ezekiel’s 430 years. The house of Israel, and the house of Judah, had been 

great transgressors of the holy covenant from the foundation of the temple in 

the fourth year of Solomon to the sack of the city in the 19th of 

Nebuchadnezzar. This was a period of 430 years, which was divided into two 

periods, namely, one of forty years from the foundation of the temple to the 

apostasy of Rehoboam and Judah; the other, of three hundred and ninety from 

this apostasy to the destruction of the temple. God determined that this long 

national transgression should be punished by as long a retribution. He 

therefore gave Israel “a sign” of what was coming upon them (Eze. 4:1-8). 

This consisted in Ezekiel lying on his left side 390 days, and then upon his 

right for 40 days more. By this sign was represented the prostrate condition of 

Israel for 430 years. The 430 years of transgression had not quite ended when 

the sign was appointed in the fifth of Jehoiachin’s captivity. The thing 

signified began to take effect in the sacking of Jerusalem. Israel then began to 

“eat their defiled bread among the Gentiles;” so that the 430 years would end 

B.C. 161, according to my chronology at the end of this book. These four 

centuries of punishment were a very calamitous period of Jewish history. They 

endured a captivity in Babylon for 70 years; for several years more their times 

were “troublous;” they were vassals to the Persians till their dominion was 

overthrown by Alexander; afterwards, as we have seen, they were alternately 

subject to the king of the south and the king of the north, and their land 

became a field of battle for the hosts of these powers, who defiled the temple, 

and at length converted it into a house for the worship of Jupiter. But, a very 

few years before the 430 years were about to expire, Judas Maccabeus 

commenced a war against Antiochus Epiphanes, which ended in the recovery 

of Jerusalem, the purification of the temple from the heathen worship, its re-

dedication to God, and the erection of Judea into an independent kingdom 

under the Asmoneans, which continued until it was placed under Herod the 

Idumean by the Romans, about 39 years before Christ. 

                                                                     Elpis Israel—Bro. John Thomas 
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Hints For Bible Markers 

The Psalms 

Psalm 4 & 5 

Psalm 4:8 

“I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, LORD, only 
makest me dwell in safety.” 

Do we ever consider how many people fall asleep at night and 
never wake up again. We should arise every morning giving thanks that 
we have been preserved through another night. It is written in Proverbs 

3:24-26 “When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid: yea, thou 
shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet. (25) Be not afraid of 
sudden fear, neither of the desolation of the wicked, when it cometh. 
(26) For the LORD shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot from 
being taken.”  

No unfaithful person will know this beautiful state of peace. It is 

“the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4:7) The 

righteous have a tranquility of mind that comes from a knowledge that 

they are at peace with God. “Therefore being justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:” (Romans 5:1).  

When one loves God with all his heart they will have total 
confidence in the Deity. Total confidence that Yahweh will preserve 
him. Without this confidence how can we heed the apostle Paul’s 

admonition “Let the peace of God rule in your hearts” (Col. 3:15)? 

Such a result requires application of the mind. Growth in 
knowledge and understanding of our God and His Christ. Study is often 
difficult, as our natural tendency is to apply ourselves to the useless, 
flesh pleasing things of the world. But to put our minds to grow in the 
knowledge of the Lord is a command consistently put forth by the 
apostles. Putting our minds to the word of God will help us truly know, 
understand, and love God with unreserved faith and trust. 

For when we have put total faith and trust in our Heavenly Father, 
in full assurance that we have nothing to fear, “for thou, LORD, only 
makest me dwell in safety” we will truly know “the peace of God which 
passeth all understanding.” God is never tired, never exhausted, always 

watchful of His elect. (Psalms 121:3) “He will not suffer thy foot to be 
moved: he that keepeth thee will not slumber.” 

Continued next month should the Lord will                                                   Bro. Beryl Snyder 


