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Ecclesial News 
HOLLADAY, Tenn. 

Greetings Brethren and Sisters in the One Hope we share, 

On March 10 & 11, we had a great study weekend on the 31 chapters of 
Proverbs. The subject was covered with 8 talks, with time for a discussion 
period after each talk, that brought out the lessons and the applications to 
us. It proved to be beneficial and uplifting for all. We thank the speaking 
brethren for their efforts and would encourage those who weren't able to 
attend to listen to the talks online at  http://www.tnbereans.org/2018. We 
really appreciate the effort of all the visitors who were able to attend 
like Bro. Harry & Sis. Phyllis Phillips from the Canton, OH, Bro. Dan & 
Sis. Sandy Jackson from Richard, Sask., Bro. Len Naglieri, Bro. Aaron 
Hurst, and Bro. Adam Hurst from Goldthwaite, TX, Bro. Caleb Hurst from 
Milam County, TX, Bro. Jason & Sis. Michelle Carroll, Sis. Joyce 
Edwards, Bro. Nathan & sis Joanne Phillips, Bro. Justin & sis Amanda 
Patterson from Lampasas, TX. 

 Sis. Dot Rankin fell and broke her arm a few weeks ago and is slowly 
recovering from that. If you would like to send a card of encouragement to 
her, that would add a bit of cheer to her day. Her address is: 699 Whitetail 
Road, Holladay, TN 38341. 

This coming October, if it is the Lord’s will, we are planning to host 
the Northeast Gathering here in TN. We are looking forward to a 
spiritually uplifting weekend of talks and fellowship. A formal invitation 
will be sent out providing the details at a later date. We hope all have the 
opportunity to attend. 

 We pray for the soon return of our Lord Jesus Christ as we see the 
signs of the times continue to show us the end is near. We sincerely hope 
that we are all fortunate enough to find a place in that soon coming 
kingdom. 

On behalf of the Holladay, TN Ecclesia,  
Bro. Jim Rankin, recording brother 

Editorial 

Balance 
“Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, 

slow to speak, slow to wrath; for the wrath of man worketh not the 
righteousness of God”—James 1:19-20 

“Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not 
thyself?”—Romans 2:21 

IN my dictionary, there are 25 definitions for the word “balance.” 
The one we have in mind for this month’s message is “Mental 
steadiness, or habit of calm judgment.” This has been selected because 
it is one of the chief attributes that every believer should maintain, not 
only in everything relating to our walk in the Truth, but especially 
during times of stress or trial.  

https://maps.google.com/?q=699+Whitetail+Road,+Holladay,+TN+38341&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=699+Whitetail+Road,+Holladay,+TN+38341&entry=gmail&source=g
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Among the things written for our instruction, we will find many 
where habit of calm judgment was not employed. An excellent example 
came to our attention in Joshua 22. When the wars of conquest were 
over, those who had received inheritance on the east side of Jordan 
were commanded to return to their possessions.  

On the way to their homes, they determined to build an altar of 
witness by which, in the days to come, it would show their loyalty to 
those who had received possession on the west side of Jordan. But the 
latter, upon hearing of it, gathered themselves together at Shiloh, to go 
up to war against them. But someone at least had the wisdom to send 
Phinehas, and ten princes to interview them.  

These men carried with them a list of accusations that were made 
before any investigation had taken place, and it was all done on the 
basis of a rumor. If they had employed calm judgment, they would 
have sent these men to enquire for what purpose the altar was being 
built. However, when the explanation of the purpose was received, war 
was prevented.  

It is unquestionable that the most fantastic extreme case of 
imbalance is found in the last 3 chapters of Judges. As a result of the 
ill-treatment and death of one woman, 90,000 men lost their lives; the 
city of Gibeah was destroyed, and, with the exception of 400 virgins, 
all the men, women and children of Jabesh-gilead lost their lives, and 
the whole tribe of Benjamin was almost completely killed.  

It would appear that the basic reason for all this destruction is 
revealed in the last verse of the Book of Judges—  

“In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which 
was right in his own eyes.”  

In the New Testament we have several illustrations, but the one we 
will use is found in Acts 19, where is recorded the riot that took place 
in Ephesus over the preaching of Paul. In v. 29, it is stated that “the 
whole city was filled with confusion,” and in v. 32 we read—  

“Some therefore cried one thing, and some another: for the 
assembly was confused; and the more part knew not wherefore they 
were come together.”  

That is characteristic of many cases of imbalance. But what do we 
learn? To lead up to our answer, we make two quotations from the 
writings of Paul. In Gal. 5:19-21, we find an important statement that 
many overlook—  

“Now the WORKS OF THE FLESH are manifest, which are these:  

ADULTERY  

FORNICATION  

UNCLEANNESS—physically or morally.  

LASCIVIOUSNESS—filthiness or wantonness.  

IDOLATRY—this takes many forms, including covetousness.  
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WITCHCRAFT—-sorcery, superstition of any kind.  

HATRED—enmity, ill feeling toward another.  

VARIANCE—wrangling, contention, debate and strife.  

EMULATIONS—envy and jealousy, “cruel as the grave.”  

WRATH—fierceness or indignation.  

STRIFE—intrigue, factions and contention.  

SEDITION—disunion or division.  

ENVYINGS—jealousy, spite and envy.  

MURDERS—”He that hateth his brother is a murderer.”  

DRUNKENNESS—intoxication, natural or, spiritual.  

REVELLINGS—a letting loose, any unseemly conduct.  

Concerning all or any of the above works, Paul says in Gal. 5:21—  

“Of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, 
that they which do such things shall not inherit the Kingdom of God.”  

It should be carefully noted that enmity, wrangling, debate, strife, 
intrigue, factions and disunion are grouped with adultery and murder, 
so that any one of these evils will bar us from the Kingdom of God. In 
my long experience, I have seen some of the most glaring cases of 
imbalance, involving several of these evils Paul cites.  

One case comes to mind when a brother, in a certain ecclesia, was 
accused of committing one of the evils listed. Some brethren rose up in 
righteous indignation, and demanded that he be disfellowshipped at 
once. Others desired to investigate before taking any action. The former 
would not wait, and as time went on wrangling, enmity, strife, 
disunion, and even hatred developed. At one time, it appeared that the 
ecclesia would be broken up. However, a few brethren had the wisdom 
of applying some of the Fruits of the Spirit, and peace was soon 
established. But it took a long time before the effects of the strife had 
disappeared.  

If we look carefully at the list of the Works of the Flesh, we will 
discover that those who were stirring up the trouble were guilty of 
sins that, in the sight of God, were as evil as the one they were 
condemning.  

There are many impressive lessons that come before us as we read 
the Word of God. One of them is that once we come to a knowledge of 
the Truth, and obey the requirements of the Gospel, we are no longer 
individuals. Paul shows this clearly in 1 Cor. 12, where he compares 
the body of Christ to the human body. He says—  

“For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the 
members, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.” 

And in vs. 25 to 27, Paul reminds us—  

“That there should be no division in the Body; but that the members 
should have the same care one for another.  
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“And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or 
one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. Now ye are 
the Body of Christ, and members in particular.”  

Therefore, when we plan any action whatever it may be, let us first 
consider what effect it will have on our brother.  

To round out our message, let us look at another list that Paul gives 
in Gal. 5:22-23. He calls it the Fruit of the Spirit, and it is a brilliant 
contrast to the Works of the Flesh,—  

“The fruit of the Spirit is: 

LOVE—universal benevolence, fervent desire to help all. 

JOY—calm delight and gladness under every circumstance. 

PEACE—quietness or set at one again, “The Peace of God.” 

LONGSUFFERING—forbearance and patience. 

GENTLENESS—kindness and courtesy to everyone, always. 

GOODNESS—purity of heart and motive, thinking evil of none. 

FAITH—absolute trust and obedience, even unto death. 

MEEKNESS—toward all, even “those who oppose themselves.” 

TEMPERANCE—self control, making no provision for the flesh. 

Concerning these fruits, Paul says, “Against such there is no law.” If 
problems should arise at any time, they can soon be healed by applying 
some of the Fruits of the Spirit.            —Bro. George A. Gibson, Editor 

 

 

GATHERINGS & ACTIVITIES 
(To be held Yahweh Willing) 

MALAWI FRATERNAL GATHERING.….….………….………April 28–29, 2018 

Bro. Victor from Zomba, Malawi. Lord willing they are planning their first 
Gathering as an Ecclesia. It will be in the Mikundi Ecclesia, Malawi. The 
theme for the Gathering will be, What must I do to be Saved. It is to be held 
on April 28th and 29th.   Victormagwira@gmail.com. 
LAMPASAS FRATERNAL GATHERING.….….………………June 8–10, 2018 

Information to follow next month God Willing 
HYE FRATERNAL GATHERING…….….…………….….….....July 22-29, 2018 

Bro. Mark Braune, 209 Ranger Dr, Buda TX, 78610 512-577-1119, 
markbraune@gmail.com, Study on 1st and 2nd Peter 
ODIADO BIBLE Study, Kenya.………..…….….………...  15 -19 August, 2018 

Bro. Shadrack Nakholi, Jackshadrack@gmail.com 

TENNESSEE Fraternal Gathering …….……………………..…Oct 6-7 2018 
Bro Jim Rankin 115 Sherwood Dr, Camden Tn 38320 731-441-8864 
email jttrans04@gmail.com “David and The Psalms” 

BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN YOUTH GATHERING KENYA……….  12 -16 December, 2018  
Place: Mumias, Bungoma County, Kenya. Theme: 2 Corinthians. For info email 
Bob Bent or Epa Wekati. 
     

mailto:Victormagwira@gmail.com
tel:512-577-1119
mailto:markbraune@gmail.com
mailto:Jackshadrack@gmail.com
tel:(731)%20441-8864
mailto:jttrans04@gmail.com
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The Last Terrible Forty Years - 3 
“I will send those that escape of them—sounders of the Truth—to 

Tarshish, Pul, Lud, Tubal Javan, the isles afar off.. and they shall 
declare My glory among the Gentiles.” 

FOLLOWING the destruction of Gog’s host, and the deliverance of 
Jerusalem, and the revelation of Jesus to Israel as the Messiah, and the 
setting up of his throne in Jerusalem—comes the 7 months it takes to 
bury Gog’s dead and cleanse the land (Ezek. 39:9-16).  

In the meantime the remnant of the enemy that remains is pursued 
back into Assyria (modern Iraq), which is judicially laid waste by the 
sword (Mic. 5:6). Iraq is among the most vicious of Israel’s present 
enemies, and closely allied with Russia. As the original Assyria, it must 
be allied with Russia at the end, and with Russia’s expulsion from 
Egypt (where she does not at present belong), Iraq is more and more 
likely to become Russia’s Mideast foothold.  

The next step is the completion of the conquering of all the lands 
promised to Abraham, from the Nile to the Euphrates, and from the 
Persian Gulf to the Mediterranean. This completes the disciplining and 
regeneration of Egypt, Israel and Assyria—  

“In that day shall there be a highway out of Egypt to Assyria, and 
the Assyrian shall come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into Assyria, and 
the Egyptians shall serve with the Assyrians.  

“In that day shall Israel be the 3rd with Egypt and with Assyria, 
even a blessing in the midst of the land:  

“Whom the Lord of Hosts shall bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt, My 
people, and Assyria the work of My hands, and Israel Mine 
inheritance” (Isa. 19:23-5).  

The whole original Eden, the Paradise (Garden) of God, has now 
been restored to its former condition of peace and fruitfulness and 
beauty (Ezek. 36:35; Isa. 51:3).  

This, in the main, completes the subjugation of the first 3 Beasts— 
Lion, Bear and Leopard—the Babylonian, Persian and Greek 
dominions, bringing them under the rule of Christ. These are not 
destroyed as nations, but completely subjugated (Dan. 7:12).  

But there still remains the worst and greatest—the Roman Beast—
which not only is to be conquered, but utterly destroyed from the earth, 
his body given to the burning flame (Dan. 7:11). Every vestige of 
Roman Catholic influence is to be completely annihilated from the 
earth. Today that influence is universal—  

“ALL nations drunk with the wine of her fornication.”  

Not only in all the Harlot Daughter Churches of the world, which 
are today flowing back to Mother Rome, but everywhere we turn, in 
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every department of life, Romanism is stamped on every facet of 
society and civilization, and unless we are eternally alert and vigilant, 
we are inevitably and unconsciously contaminated by it in the simplest, 
commonest and most unsuspected ways.  

This is the great climax and crisis of the whole book of  
Revelation—the final settlement of the age-old enmity between Rome 
and Zion—the slaying of the Latin Catholic Beast and the complete 
destruction of its body-politic. Catholic Europe is the heart of this 
system—that territory that existed for 1000 years from Charlemagne to 
Napoleon as the “Holy Roman Empire.”  

But before the Rainbowed Angel (Christ and the Saints) advances 
against the demon-worshipers of Europe, he — “Cries with a loud 
voice, as when a lion roars” (Rev. 10:3).  

This is the proclamation of the Everlasting Gospel (Rev. 14:7)—  

“Fear God and give glory to Him, for the Hour of His judgment is 
come.”  

Isa. 66:19 refers to the same event. V. 18 tells us God will—  

“Gather the nations, and they shall come, and see His glory.”  

This is accomplished in the attack by Gog and his European hosts, 
and their destruction (Ezek. 39:21). Then v. 19 continues—  

“I will set a sign among them.”  

—the setting up of the throne at Jerusalem, the “ensign upon the 
mountains.” Then follows the proclamation to the world—  

“And I will send those that escape of them, to Tarshish, Pul and 
Lud, that draw the bow (bro. T: ‘sounders of the Truth’) ..  

“To Tubal and Javan, to the isles afar off, that have not heard My 
fame; and they shall declare My glory among the Gentiles.”  

A certain period is involved in carrying this proclamation to all the 
earth and allowing time for its effect throughout all the benighted 
millions of the world. This period is referred to in Isa. 18:4.There, in 
v.3, is the call to all inhabitants of the world to see when God lifts up 
an ensign on the mountain, and to listen when He blows the warning 
trumpet. Then v. 4, which bro. Thomas renders— 

“I will be still, yet in My dwelling place I will be without fear—as 
dry heat impending lightning, as a cloud of dew in heat of harvest.”  

And then v. 5 goes on with the breaking of a storm—the terrible 
divine ‘‘harvest” of the “sour grapes of the earth.” Compare this with 
Rev. 14:19—the harvest of the “Vine of the Earth” that follows the 
preaching of the Everlasting Gospel in vs. 6-7.  

How long is this period of proclamation, and waiting for it to take 
effect? We know in the very nature of things it cannot be instantaneous: 
the proclamation one day, the destruction the next. That is not how God 
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gives fresh invitations and opportunities. There must be SOME period 
of time for the message to reach all mankind, for them to hear, and 
learn what it is all about, and perceive the evidence, and decide. How 
long a time? We are dealing with the whole world: a world to which 
divine things are universally foreign.  

In the present utterly corrupt, animalized and benighted condition of 
the earth’s population, how long would it take to get the message 
through in any kind of an understanding way to all the earth’s teeming 
and ignorant millions—most of them either steeped in idolatry and 
witchcraft, as in Catholicism and pagan Africa, or completely brain-
washed and robotized, as in China and Russia, or immersed in lust, 
greed, immorality and pleasure-seeking, as in the gentile and 
“enlightened” Anglo-Saxon lands?  

The length of time required will be measured by God’s mercy in 
giving opportunity, and by man’s present depravity and ignorance in 
relation to divine things. Both the mercy of God and the ignorance of 
man are very great.  

Bro. Thomas suggested it would be a 10-year period, on the 
combined evidence and indications of several scriptures. It was 10 days 
from the great blowing of trumpets that inaugurated the Feast of 
Tabernacles, to the Day of Atonement itself, which was a great 
climactic day of affliction and purging and cleansing and beginning 
again of the whole Jewish year or cycle. And certainly the judgments of 
God upon the earth are to be a Day of Atonement and purging in every 
sense.  

Ten years for the trumpet-proclamation of the Everlasting Gospel 
would leave (of the overall 40 years) an “hour”—a month of years—
1/12 of 360—30 years—the “Hour of Judgment” for the actual war 
between the Lamb and the kings of the earth (Rev. 17:12-14), for we 
are told (and we know from history and experience) that the arrogant 
rulership of the earth will not submit peacefully.  

Man will not without a terrible struggle give up his power and 
privilege and fleshly wickedness and wilfulness, to submit to the 
galling divine demand of humility and purity and holiness.  

Christ will demand the total and abject surrender of all wealth and 
power and privilege, that all positions of rulership and authority may be 
bestowed on those who are worthy—Christ’s friends—for the just and 
divine administration of the earth. Clearly the greater the power and the 
more entrenched the privilege, the fiercer and more tenacious will be 
the resistance.  

Doubtless, as in the days of his first appearance on earth, the 
“common people” will “hear him gladly,” though they too will resent 
the divine restrictions on their fleshly lusts, and the abolition from the 
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earth of their godless, corrupt, infantile worldly sports and pleasures. 
They will resent the summons to grow up and put away childish things, 
and act like mature adults—divinely mature.  

It will be the time of which Hannah sang (1 Sam. 2: 310)—  

“Talk no more so exceeding proudly: let not arrogancy come out of 
your mouth. For the Lord is a God of Knowledge, and by Him actions 
are weighed.  

“The bows of the mighty men are broken, and they that stumbled are 
girded with strength.  

“They that were full have hired out themselves for bread: and they 
that were hungry ceased.  

“The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken to pieces: out of 
heaven shall He thunder upon them. The Lord shall judge the ends of 
the earth, and He shall give strength unto His King, and exalt the horn 
of His Anointed.”  

Note the expressions “His King’’ and “His Anointed.” This is the 
first time the term “King” is applied to Christ, except in Balaam’s 
remarkable prophecy (Num. 24:7), and the first time “Anointed” 
(Messiah) is applied to him at all. In fact, the word Messiah does not 
occur before, except 4 times (Leviticus) applied to the High Priest.  

Mary spoke on a similar occasion with remarkable similarity—  

“He hath shown strength with His arm: He hath scattered the proud 
in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from 
their seats, and exalted them of low degree.  

“He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich He hath 
sent empty away. He hath helped His servant Israel, in remembrance of 
His mercy. As He spake to our fathers: to Abraham and his seed 
forever”  (Luke 1:51-55).  

When we consider all the circumstances, and what is to be 
accomplished, and put it into the perspective of the long sweep of all 
human history which has deeply ingrained a way of thinking into all 
mankind, we shall realize that 10 short years is in no way too long a 
period for this great final preaching of the Truth to the world before the 
final war of worldwide destruction and purification.  

It could well be divided, by its nature, into sub-periods of 3 and 7 
years each—both of which are deeply significant numbers: of 
resurrection and perfection.  

Ten was the number of commandments proclaimed by the voice of 
God to Israel under Moses from the burning and thundering mount of 
Sinai. So 10 may fittingly mark the proclamation of God to the world 
from the glorious mount of Zion, when Christ and the 144,000 shall 
stand upon it and sing the song of Moses and the Lamb. 
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Mainly, the time is required for gradual, worldwide education, so 
that the world’s people can be in a position to decide intelligently. The 
world is deeply sunk in ignorance of any true spiritual things, and 
rapidly sinking deeper and deeper. Education must have some basic 
foundation of understanding to begin with, or it is a terribly slow 
process.  

There will inevitably be a tremendous propaganda campaign by all 
the entrenched political and ecclesiastical and editorial forces of the 
world against the claims of Christ and the Saints. These forces control 
all the facilities of communication and opinion-forming, which God 
will doubtless permit them to continue to use so all the world will be 
faced with a choice.  

This is a time when all the inhabitants of the earth will be forced to 
turn their animal minds away from fleshly excitements and amusements 
and awake to face eternal reality, and—  

“Choose ye this day whom ye will serve.” 

Mankind have always largely “thought” and moved in blind, 
stumbling masses, like sheep. What the mass does, the individual does 
unthinkingly, in most things. Most people are frightened to death to be 
different from their group. Even present protest movements, pretending 
to be thoughtful and individual, are mostly blind, mass, group 
movements, following the fads.  

Then, too, time must be given for the confidence of the hierarchy of 
the wicked to be restored after Armageddon, that they have a chance to 
fight Christ successfully, and for them to marshall their forces against 
him—to perhaps develop some new “secret” weapon that they feel will 
counter the “secret’’ weapons he appears to have. Man’s scientific 
arrogance will contribute to his destruction.  

It took several years for the US after Pearl Harbor to marshall its 
forces and convert its industrial capacity to full wartime production. 
God will give them the time needed to fulfil His purposes.  

And many will remember, in the same connection, the so-called 
“phony” war of propaganda and eerie, misleading, lulling, disarming 
quiet and inactivity that preceded Hitler’s terrible blitz-krieg, the 
“lightning-war” by which he came perilously close to accomplishing 
his avowed purpose of “settling the course of Europe for 1000 years.” 
Christ’s enemies must be given a period to develop their confidence 
and plans, so that the final issue may be the utter destruction of the 
entrenched and incorrigible forces of wickedness.  

And there must be ample time for the picture to develop in the eyes 
of the world’s peoples, so the right people may be called out on a right 
basis, for right reasons.  

(Continued next month, if the Lord will)         —Bro. G.V.Growcott 
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Matthew 5 —The Sermon on the Mount 
Please turn with me if you have your Bibles to Matthew, the 5

th
 

chapter. If you will hold this chapter open as we will be using verses 
throughout our exhortation. One reason we ask you to open and read 
through with us, is that we know that we learn by hearing and seeing 
and reading along and that helps us to learn and remember.  

We have had a wonderful opportunity this week to grow spiritually. 
Notes were taken from comments during the morning Genesis class and 
the afternoon Matthew class. Brothers discussed verses and Bible 
subjects. Spiritual activities have been taking place on the grounds 
throughout this week. We hope that each and every one has taken 
advantage of the opportunity to grow and mature spiritually, and will 
leave these grounds with an excitement and enthusiasm that you maybe 
have not had in the past. That has been the purpose for meeting on 
these grounds for the past 115 years. And if the Lord delays his coming 
and God willing, we will meet again for the same purpose.  

This exhortation being the last formal words of the meeting, we 
would like to leave with a review of some very special words. They are 
the words of our Lord Jesus, and they were spoken from a mountain. 
The event is known as the Sermon on the Mount. Within chapters 5, 6, 
and 7 of Matthew, there are 40 commands. We will try to cover only 
chapter 5 and only a portion of those commands within chapter 5. 
Those 40 commands are at the very heart and the very core of the 
Christian faith—Christian faith in the truest of sense. 

If we could only take these simple verses by the very strings of the 
hearts and hold them close, we would do so much better. And then take 
them and use them as a guide for life. If we cannot do that, WE WILL 
HAVE NO PLACE in God’s Kingdom. 

The last few verses in Matthew 4 set the scene, sets the stage. 
Multitudes are following Jesus, and he has been healing the sick. He 
has been preaching the Gospel. He has been curing all sorts of diseases 
throughout the land. Peoples have come from Galilee, and from 
Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, and from beyond Jordan to listen to 
him. 

We are told that when seeing such a multitude, he goes up on the 
side of a mountain. And when he is set, the disciples come by his feet 
and they are set, and those who are probably more skeptical are 
scattered farther out. They are set to listen to the Lord’s speech. His 
first words are recorded in Matthew the 5

th
 chapter that you have in 

front of you. 

The third verse – “Blessed are the poor in spirit.” The word poor in 
the Greek is ptochos, meaning destitute, or poverty or a beggar. Spirit is 
pneuma in the Greek; it means disposition in this particular case. So it’s 
those who are of lowest disposition. Jesus is saying that it is those who 
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are deeply convinced of their own sinfulness in God’s eyes. So they are 
humble and they see themselves as man really is—as DUST, as 
VAPOR, as GRASS, as PERISHING and in need of God. They are not 
those who are wise in their own eyes and holy in their own sight. They 
are those who are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and 
naked.  

Conditions of that day were truly poor. There were slaves that were 
there. You can imagine what the condition of a slave’s life would be 
like. There was poverty everywhere. We all live as kings today as 
compared to them. They were ruled by Rome. They understood what 
the poor in spirit really is. 

Verse 4 –“Blessed are they that mourn.” Jesus did not have 
reference to anyone that mourned, nor for just anything or for any 
cause, but for those that have EMPATHY, that have SADNESS, that 
have COMPASSION for the right cause. It was a blessing for those 
who have DEEP FEELINGS for this sad world, and it is for those that 
grieve for their own shortcomings. In Ecc. 7:2 it says, “It is better to go 
to the house of mourning than to go to the house of feasting, for that is 
the end of all men and the living will lay it to their heart.” 

We see Jesus, our supreme example, the one that we are to pattern 
our life after, expressing his true and sincere emotional feelings in John 
the 11th chapter. It concerns Lazarus and his sisters and his loved ones. 
We are told that when Mary sees Jesus, she comes to him and falls at 
his feet and says, “Lord, if thou had been here my brother had not 
died.”  

When Jesus sees her weeping and all those about her weeping, we 
are told that he groaned in his spirit and he was troubled. He had begun 
to well up inside. And each one of us know what that is like—just 
before you begin to cry, just before you begin to weep, you begin to 
well up inside—“He groans in the spirit.” He asked to see Lazarus, and 
then we are told that “Jesus wept.” He openly wept. His heart was 
compassionate and he mourned, his heart was broken for others 
because of their sadness. 

Verse 5 – “Blessed are the meek.” The meek are strong; they are 
strong ones. They are self-controlled ones. We are talking about the 
meek—they are content to wait for the good things to come. They can 
bear injuries without resentment. And they have a great power to 
influence good on all. With that great strength they are yielding. They 
are gentle. They are kind. They are calmingly—calmingly patient. They 
are not pushy or bossy or aggressive. The meek have LEARNED TO 
CONTROL THE FLESH, and we know what the flesh is. The meek are 
strong, and they have learned to control the flesh. 

Verse 6 – “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness.” Jesus speaks of the very basics for life here—food and 
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water. He is saying blessed is he whose whole heart’s desire is not for 
personal gain or advantage or pleasure, but for RIGHTEOUSNESS and 
for HOLINESS, for GODLINESS IN THEMSELVES and throughout 
the earth. It is the desire to CONFORM TO THE MIND OF GOD. In 
Psalm 17:15—“For men which are thy hand, O LORD, for men of the 
world which have their portion in this life, whose belly thou fillest with 
thy hid treasure, they are full of children and leave the rest of their 
substance to their babes. As for me, I will behold thy face in 
righteousness; I shall be satisfied when I awake with thy likeness.” 
OUR CRAVINGS, OUR DESIRES ARE FOR THE THINGS OF 
GOD. 

Verse 7 – “Blessed are the merciful.” That is those who are full of 
compassion toward others. They pity all who are suffering from sin and 
sorrow. They desire to lessen the burdens and the sufferings. They are 
full of good works and always try to do good.  

There is an article from the Feb 1982 Berean from which I have 
taken very much of this information and I would like to read a 
paragraph that fits this very well—“An adamant, forceful stand for 
righteousness is essential, but equally so is MERCY and 
COMPASSION and PATIENCE and UNDERSTANDING. We are 
FIGHTING SIN—the common enemy. We are not fighting people. 
PEOPLE WE ARE TRYING TO WIN AND SAVE.” I read that 
again—We are fighting sin—the common enemy. We are not fighting 
people. People we are trying to win and to save. Continuing, “We 
naturally tend to be very critical of the errors of others, and very 
compassionate to our own. Let us reverse the process. It is much more 
healthy and productive and Scriptural.” 

Verse 8 – “Blessed are the pure in heart.” We are not only to aim at 
the visible things that we do and say, but it is the inward man, the 
inward holiness. There is certainly more than the external show of our 
religion and knowledge. We can pull the wool over the eyes of our 
brothers and sisters, but we cannot pull the wool over God’s eyes.  

We must, we have absolutely no choice, but to strive to keep our 
heart and a conscience VOID OF OFFENCES, and emphasize 
PURITY and CLEANLINESS OF HEART in deed and word and 
thought. The natural man is full of filth and corruption and offences. If 
we are not careful that same attitude and thought and animal desire can 
slowly and successfully fill our hearts without us realizing what is 
happening, and we can say and do such hurtful things, and never realize 
what we have said. It is so easy to hurt others. Sometimes far more 
damage is done than we ever realize. 

I have always been interested in chickens. If you ever have the 
desire to raise any, there is one thing to remember. There is a driving 
instinct within them, and it is this. If it is one day old or three years old, 
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if one gets sick or has a little bloody scratch or he is hurt, all the rest 
begin to pick at it. And it is not long until it’s dead. They have no 
feeling, no compassion whatsoever for each other. We, of all creatures, 
we must have a heart. The heart is the man. “Man looketh upon the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looketh upon the heart.” He that is 
spiritually-minded will be closest to God. We had better examine our 
heart. 

Verse 9 – “Blessed are the peacemakers.” Here Jesus speaks of 
those who use all their influence to promote peace and charity in 
private, in public, at home, in the ecclesia, in the brotherhood, and if 
necessary abroad. They promote harmony and reconciliation, and they 
do it by the removal of barriers and misunderstandings. They are 
always trying to keep problems from happening. 

These attributes are developed through the use of God’s Word and 
through prayer, just as all the rest of our works are. The peacemakers 
strive to persuade men TO LOVE ONE ANOTHER, for love is the 
fulfilling of the law.  

In this exhortation we have covered seven attributes or seven 
commands that can be a blessing. If we should ask ourselves this 
morning, how would we rate ourselves realistically and honestly in 
relation to those seven blessings? How would you rate yourself? If we 
could put them together in a collage, is one left out or two left out? 

Reading through them again, think about yourself— 

1. Poor in spirit—that particular low disposition; do we have   
that? 

2. Do we mourn for those in sorrow? 
3. Are we meek? The meek are strong, but self-controlled and 

patient. 
4. Do we hunger and thirst after righteousness? 
5. Are we merciful? They desire to lessen the burdens of other. 
6. Do we have a pure heart? They are void of offences. 
7. Peacemakers—they promote peace.    

How many of us reflect that image? Do we have all seven? The 
image is one that is kind and loving and thoughtful. Are you kind and 
loving and thoughtful, and do you do ALL these things? 

We here are a family, and I personally feel that if I had a problem, if 
I had a very difficult situation, if I were in some trouble, I could call 
upon any one of you. Whether a brother or sister, I could call upon you 
for help. We know each other very, very well, and there is that love 
between each one of us. There is a bond. And with that relationship, I 
can see some things. 

There has been numerous occasions in the past that I personally 
observed, and I have observed in the past HARSHNESS directed at 
brothers and sisters. I have seen RESENTMENT. I personally have 
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seen CRITICISM, IMPATIENCE, SHORT-TEMPEREDNESS, 
MISUNDERSTANDINGS because they should have or could have 
been avoided. I have seen ANGER in the past. I have been at some 
business meetings before we got the rules and things settled, settled 
here at the 8:00 meeting in the morning. We don’t have the problems 
that we used to, but I have seen on these grounds—ANGER. I HAVE 
BEEN ASHAMED at some of those business meetings. There was a 
DISPLAY OF REAL ANGER. 

In keeping with that thought, we would like to skip down a few 
verses in this chapter 5 to verses 21-24, and come back to verse 10, 
where we left off in this same chapter of Matthew. 

Verse 21-22 – “Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, 
Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the 
judgment. But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother 
without a cause, shall be in danger of the judgment.”  

“Without a cause;” That clause is not in the best manuscripts. It is 
not in the Revised Version. It is not in the Diaglott. It is not in the NIV. 
It is not in many of the older manuscripts. 

Read again without that clause, verses 22-24 – “But I say unto you, 
that whosoever is angry with his brother shall be in danger of the 
judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in 
danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in 
danger of hell fire. Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and 
there rememberest that thy brother hath aught against thee; Leave 
there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy 
brother, and then come and offer thy gift.” 

If you are aware that thy brother has anything against you, if there is 
some problem, or he has been upset, or you have been upset with each 
other, Jesus’ command is to be reconciled. GO IMMEDIATELY and 
be reconciled with that brother. It does not matter whose fault it is. That 
is not important. SEEK RECONCILIATION. And we are not to do it 
half-heartedly, but continue and CONTINUE with a positive attitude, 
never giving up, Never Giving Up, NEVER GIVING UP, to be 
reconciled with that brother. Anger is a very dangerous thing, and 
emotions are contagious. 

At school, if somebody comes in angry, everybody starts getting 
mad. If someone comes in laughing, everybody starts laughing. It is the 
strangest thing. But it is a fact that emotions are contagious. 

I John 3:14-16 – “We know that we have passed from death to life, 
because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in 
death. Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer.” Does anybody 
here hate his brother? “Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer. Ye 
know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him. Hereby 
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perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and 
we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” 

We mentioned having a poor disposition, and Jesus speaks of 
disposition is Matthew 18, and he also goes into this same thing about 
hurting our brethren. Beginning at verse 1, “At the same time came the 
disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven? And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the 
midst of them, And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, 
and become as little children, ye shall not enter in the kingdom of 
heaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, 
the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoso shall receive 
one such little child in my name receiveth me.” Disposition. Verse 6 – 
“But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it 
were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and 
that he were drowned in the depth of the sea.” 

I think we had better THINK before we speak, as brothers and 
sisters. Offending and hurting and discouraging a brother is a 
dangerous, dangerous thing. It is time that brothers and sisters say 
within each ecclesia, ENOUGH IS ENOUGH. NO MORE. No more 
offending in this ecclesia. NO MORE HURTING. NO MORE 
TRYING TO DISCOURAGE. Let’s regroup. Let’s support and 
strengthen and encourage. If there is a problem, go to them and 
strengthen them as we are supposed to. If there is a need to correct 
somebody—CORRECT, but with love, and because you love them; 
BECAUSE YOU LOVE THEM. If they need correcting. 

Verse 10 – “Rejoice and be glad when you can suffer for 
righteousness sake, for great is your reward in heaven.” If an 
individual keeps those seven blessings we were discussing, there will 
be persecutions. We will be laughed at; despised; mocked and treated 
unfairly, because being a follower of Christ is not popular. Persecutions 
will come from all directions. And it will come from the brotherhood 
also.  

These principles are entirely contrary to the principles of the world 
and of the flesh. What Jesus praises, the world and the flesh despise. 
Pride, thoughtlessness, selfishness, unlovingness are characteristics of 
the world. Suffering is not to be rejoiced in for its own sake or from 
self-pity, but it is to be looked on intelligently and healthfully, as a 
necessary means for our spiritual growth. We can look at things and see 
this is happening for our spiritual growth. Through trouble and 
tribulation we grow closer to God. 

Verse 13 – “Ye are the salt of the earth.” I don’t suppose anything 
tastes like salt. It has a peculiar taste all of its own. When mixed with 
other substances, it preserves them from corruption. It gives a little of 
its taste to everything it touches. Whatever it is mixed with, it leaves a 
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little of itself. It is useful as long as it is still salty, and so it is with the 
brethren of Christ. Our responsibilities are in all that we say and all that 
we do is to be pure and sound and full of dedication. The world is just 
the opposite. We are what keeps God from destroying all. We are 
striving and praying in everything, trying to live a life of purity and 
godliness. 

Verse 14-16 – “Ye are the light of the world.” Much like salt but a 
different aspect. Light in contrast to darkness is utterly distinct. 
Imagine a spark in a totally dark room. A spark is all we can see. Of all 
things created, light is the most useful, and it was the first thing called 
into being. God said, “Let there be light.” Light creates, it fertilizes; it 
guides, and it cheers you up. Without light, what can exist? And what is 
the world without your light, without our light? What a tremendous 
responsibility we have, Brothers and Sisters. Let your light shine. 

Brothers and Sisters, we have received a few of these rules for our 
conduct towards each other—rules of conduct towards each other. We 
should review them often, and we do. It is our sincere hope that we are 
leaving these grounds spiritually uplifted with definite plans to live 
closer to the Bible, with definite plans to live closer to our brethren, 
even to those who we don’t usually live that close to—plans to live 
closer with God and plans to live closer with our brethren. 
            —Bro. Gary Smith 

God or Mammon 

I think we would be hard-pressed to find a Christadelphian that 
would deny that we are living in the times of the end. There are signs 
around us that clearly point to this undeniable truth. In 2 Timothy 3:1-
5, Paul tells us what the last days will be like. Now, as I read these 
verses, I’d like you to really think about the current state of humanity. 
Paul writes, 

“In the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers 
of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, 
trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those 
that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more 
than lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but denying the power 
thereof: from such turn away.” 

These words ring eerily true when compared to this world in which 
we live: a world where the morality of mankind has almost universally 
fallen apart. 

Brethren and Sisters, left to our own devices, we too, like those 
“unholy” men spoken of by Paul, will surely fall short. Our goat-like 
nature ensures that, on our own, we will stray from the path of 
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righteousness. And this is a common theme woven throughout the 
Scriptures. “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the 
end thereof are the ways of death” (Proverbs 14:12). 

Parable of the Unjust Steward 

As we see the day of Christ’s return so rapidly approaching, we 
must be increasingly on guard against the evil that is in the world, and 
we must continually take stock in ourselves: what manner of person are 
we? Are we serving ourselves and the things of this world, or are we 
serving God? 

This leads us to the subject of this morning’s exhortation centered 
on the 16th chapter of Luke. In this chapter we find the parable of the 
unjust steward. In it we have a particularly pertinent lesson to us all. 
And it forces us to ask ourselves the question: “Whom do we serve?” It 
is on this subject that I would like to focus our attention this morning, 
so, let’s read the parable again: 

“And he said also unto his disciples, There was a certain rich man, 
which had a steward; and the same was accused unto him that he had 
wasted his goods. And he called him, and said unto him, How is it that I 
hear this of thee? give an account of thy stewardship; for thou mayest 
be no longer steward. Then the steward said within himself, What shall 
I do? for my lord taketh away from me the stewardship: I cannot dig; to 
beg I am ashamed. I am resolved what to do, that, when I am put out of 
the stewardship, they may receive me into their houses. So he called 
every one of his lord’s debtors unto him, and said unto the first, how 
much owest thou unto my lord? And he said, A hundred measures of 
oil. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and sit down quickly, and write 
fifty. Then said he to another, And how much owest thou? And he said, 
A hundred measures of wheat. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and 
write fourscore. And the lord (that is, the lord of the steward) 
commended the unjust steward, because he had done wisely” (Luke 
16:1-8). 

And then Christ adds the comment, “The children of this world are 
in their generation wiser than the children of light.” 

This steward, upon realizing that his opportunity to earn a living 
was quickly coming to an end, made the most of his time remaining as 
his master’s steward. He made no attempt to either defend himself or 
refute the accusation. He did what many debt collectors do today when 
the debtor is unable to pay the account in full: he collected a percentage 
of the balance due. It is not because of this action that he is called 
unjust, but because in his previous stewardship he did not come up to 
the full, perfect demands of his lord. Collecting a percentage of the debt 
was a good course of action on the part of the steward to provide a 
future for himself which it did not yield in itself. His slothfulness 
would not allow him to “dig,” or perform manual labor, and his pride 
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would not allow him to beg. Instead, he appeased his lord by collecting 
some of what was owed him, and at the same time he befriended the 
debtors by decreasing their debt. This was purely a strategy, intended to 
ensure he had a roof over his head in the event his lord relieved him of 
his stewardship. 

And the point of Christ’s remark that “the children of this world are 
wiser than the children of light,” is that those who embrace and profess 
the Truth (i.e. the children of light) do not, as a rule, always put forth 
the same amount of effort towards performing the stewardship of God, 
making a wise use of their vanishing opportunity to serve Yahweh, as 
much as the people of the world do when they put their mind to 
attaining fleshly goals. The enormous effort and self-sacrifice and 
dedication that people give in their worldly endeavors is astounding. It 
seems that there is nothing too complicated for a man if he just puts 
forth the required effort. Even if that might mean losing some sleep, 
losing some other comforts and pleasures—even losing one’s own 
friends and family. An ambitious man can gain all the riches of the 
world, albeit corruptible and fleeting, lasting only but a few short, 
burdensome years. 

We are all familiar with the saying: “If something is worth doing, it 
is worth doing right.” If something is worthwhile, it is worth putting 
forth a single-minded effort to which all else is secondary. And that is 
the mantra of this self-serving type of man. But shouldn’t it be ours as 
well? Our walk Zion-ward must be with every bit as much zeal and 
enthusiasm, but directed towards the service of Yahweh instead of the 
service of “self.” We must each examine ourselves and determine how 
much effort and sacrifice we each are giving. If Christ asks us at the 
judgment seat what is it that distinguishes us from the rest of the world, 
what will be our reply? That we believed the Truth? That may be true, 
but “the devils also believe, and tremble” (James 2:19). We each have 
only one life to live, and no one knows how long we will be afforded 
the present opportunity to serve as Yahweh’s stewards. What will we 
have to show for this time granted us? We must not live this life as if it 
will last forever, or as if its purpose is to gain natural and personal 
desires. We know the consequence of leading such a life, “for he that 
soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption” (Gal 6:8). We 
must make the most of our time during this probationary period and put 
aside the fleshly things and reach for the Spiritual, for “he that soweth 
to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting” (Gal 6:8). 

That is the message that Christ conveyed in this parable, and this is 
clear upon a further study of the comments that go along with it. Christ 
adds, “And I say unto you, make to yourselves friends of the mammon 
of unrighteousness; that when ye fail, they may receive you into 
everlasting habitations” (Luke 16:9). The “mammon of 
unrighteousness” is a phrase that Christ uses to denote worldly wealth. 
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So how can worldly wealth be turned into a friend to ensure an 
everlasting habitation? It is the manner in which we handle our wealth 
and worldly possessions now that they become a friend, providing us 
“everlasting habitations,” as indicated by Jesus when he says that “he 
that is faithful in that which is least (i.e. earthly possessions) is faithful 
also in much (that which is to come)” (Luke 16:10). If we are not 
faithful in the unrighteous mammon, true riches will not be bestowed 
upon us. 

So, much like the steward made friends with the debtors, that when 
his stewardship was removed from him, he might be received into their 
houses, we must make proper friends of the mammon of 
unrighteousness, that it may aid us in attaining a place in that soon 
coming Kingdom. 

God or Mammon 

Christ emphasizes his exhortation by next declaring that “No 
servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love 
the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye 
cannot serve God and mammon” (Luke 16:13). When we put the 
possessions and pleasures of this world in their proper place well 
behind the things of God, then we choose to serve God and not 
mammon. But if we think that we can serve both equally, then we are 
ignoring the words of Christ. 

If we are to be brethren of Christ, then our whole interest must be in 
his purpose with the earth. Our hearts and minds must be shaped by his 
commandments. His law (and therefore God’s law) must be first. No 
matter how inconvenient. No matter how inopportune the occasion may 
be. There is little wonder how the world will hate us. How can someone 
of this composition feel at home in the world? In fact, it is a bad sign 
when someone who professes to be a friend of Christ is at home in the 
world. Of course there must be a certain amount of interaction with the 
world, but to be “unequally yoked together with unbelievers” is 
disobeying a command of Christ. For, as Paul taught, “What fellowship 
hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath 
light with darkness?” (2 Cor 6:14). Living and walking in the “Light” 
requires that we separate from that which is ungodly and associate with 
those who also hold to the doctrines of Christ. We read in Luke 12:51 
that Jesus told that his teachings would bring division. He said, 
“Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth? I tell you nay, but 
rather division.” Christ intended to separate out of the world a people 
unto God. We are to “Come out from among [the world], and be 
separate” (2 Cor. 6:17). 

The “narrowness” of the Truth is one of the great obstacles to its 
popular adoption. By nature, people generally do not like to be 
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restrained in any aspect of life. For this reason, there has been a 
tendency towards corruption since the day the Truth was apostolically 
established at Jerusalem, as is evident from the saying of John that the 
spirit of antichrist already existed in the world (1 John 4: 3). 

It is inconvenient to be restricted in our dealings with fellow men, 
whether in the Truth or out of it. Given the choice, I’m sure we would 
all prefer absolute freedom in all matters of life. But then we would be 
like the wicked spoken of in Psalm 12:4 who say, “Our lips are our 
own: who is Lord over us?” 

But no one who truly knows Christ would desire this freedom. All 
who accept Christ recognize his law as vital to salvation. This law was 
not set down on a whim, as merely an interesting point of conversation 
to be discussed along with politics, geography, and the many topics of 
discussion that saturate the minds of the worldly. His law is meant to 
mold its followers into something useful, suitable to be used by God at 
Christ’s return. We read in Ephesians 2:19-22: 

“Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow 
citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; and are built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner stone; in whom all the building fitly framed 
together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: in whom ye also are 
builded together for an habitation of God through the spirit.” 

Willing-hearted followers of Christ separate themselves from the 
world to join together with other brethren of like faith. It is through the 
law of Christ that we are molded into a stone fit for use in that holy 
temple to come. The commands of Christ are not intended to help us 
now. Their purpose is to prepare us to be suitable servants of God. 

Commands of Christ 

And to obey the commands of Christ is to show love of Christ, for 
“love is the fulfilling of the law” (Rom 13:10). To not obey is to deny 
Christ, and if we deny Christ he will deny us before his Father, which is 
in heaven (Matt 10:33). 

We know that the path to the Kingdom is not easy. Jesus told us that 
we must be prepared to deny ourselves and take up our cross and 
follow him (Luke 14:27). Paul tells us “that we must through much 
tribulation enter into the kingdom of God” (Acts 14.22). Each of us 
will have our own set of trials because God knows what is best for us to 
prepare us for the Kingdom. But throughout our trials we can always 
remember that God has promised us that He will never leave us or 
forsake us (Heb 13:5), and He will not try us beyond what we are able 
to bear (1 Cor 10:13). 

It is good to take stock in our spiritual well-being to ensure that we 
have not lost our first love. Do we still have as much of a joy for the 
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Truth as we did when we emerged from the waters of baptism? Do we 
treasure the times that we have to gather with the brethren and discuss 
matters of the Truth? Or has our walk in the Truth become a mundane 
routine. If so, we have lost focus and become a victim of the flesh, and 
our heart is in the wrong place, “For where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also” (Luke 12:34). 

It is for this purpose that we meet here each week: to bring Christ’s 
sacrifice, death, burial, and resurrection to the forefront of our minds. 
But we are also here to examine ourselves, whether we are in the faith 
(2 Cor. 13:5). But this self-examination should not only be for merely 
one hour a week. If we are not constantly taking stock in ourselves, in 
how we are living our lives in the Truth, we know that the flesh will 
creep in. 

The way to stay spiritually minded is to constantly busy ourselves 
with spiritual things. However, this holds true, also, for things of the 
world. If we are constantly busying ourselves with worldly things, only 
to occasionally study the Scripture, then the worldly things will be what 
define us. That will be who we are. And that will be our reward. 

Let us, therefore, continually remind ourselves of the sobering and 
humbling truth “I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth NO 
GOOD THING” (Romans 7:18), but always keeping in mind the 
glorious assurance of the Lord: “My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9) that we, too, might 
say with Paul, “when I am weak, then am I strong,” (2 Cor 12:10) “I 
can do ALL THINGS through Christ which strengtheneth me!” (Phil 
4:13). 

As children of light, we must separate from the darkness of the 
world around us. The signs of the times point directly at the Lord’s 
imminent return. What a tragedy it would be to miss out on the glories 
of the Kingdom because of succumbing to the desire to indulge in 
fleshly pleasures for a season. At all times and in all places we must ask 
ourselves the searching question: Whom do I serve? 

The unparalleled wealth and innumerable distractions that exist 
today to draw us away from our studies and our brethren can cause a 
lax attitude toward the Truth. Without continually and eagerly resorting 
to the Word of God, it would be much too easy to fall into the cares and 
imitations of the world. 

Let us make the most of this time that Christ remains away to attend 
to the things that we know will meet with Christ’s approval upon that 
day of his return, that we each might find grace in his sight and hear 
those long awaited and welcome words, “Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world” (Matt. 25:34).            —Bro. Mark Braune 
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Meditations— Deity’s Ways No. 104 
A GREAT war is raging, but it is not Armageddon. Newspaper 

writers who say that it is are to be excused—the secret of the Lord is 
not with them. Eureka is a far more reliable guide as to the trend of 
events than all the dailies, weeklies, and monthlies put together. This is 
a time, brethren, for a renewed study of Dr. Thomas’s incomparable 
expositions. The map of Europe is now being “recast” to meet the 
needs of prophecy as unfolded by him. But Armageddon is not yet. 
This event is not to take place in mid-Europe, but in Palestine, and not 
now, but after Christ has appeared on the scene. Armageddon will 
continue to loom after current hostilities are over. If a lull, short or 
long, between the present time and that great conflict ensues, let not the 
lull deceive us. The Bible is true, and events move rapidly. Soon the 
eyes and feet of the world’s warriors will be turned towards the land in 
which “the battle of that great day of God Almighty” is divinely 
destined to be fought. The end is surely nearing. Turkey in Asia is the 
spot upon which we must next closely fix our eyes. There the ways of 
Providence will be more clearly visible, and there the hand of God will 
shortly be visible. But before this the return of Christ will take place, 
and the judgment! 

“Prepare War” (Joel 3:9; Rev. 16:14). The divine mandate has gone 
forth, and the nations are responding. Battleships and big guns—
soldiers and sailors—are multiplying at a rate that is appalling. The 
nations themselves are amazed, terrified, and ashamed, at the pace at 
which they are moving. They would slow down, but they are unable—
they are as helpless in the matter as the Gadarene swine in their 
headlong rush to destruction. Ah! God is at work, and no man can stay 
His hand. The churches may pray, but Heaven will not hear. Well-
meaning people may, in the interests of peace, go on founding 
societies, and meeting in conference, but in vain will they spend their 
money and their time. Public men may lift their voices in condemnation 
of the wickedness and madness of this universal preparation for war—
they may talk and talk of its ruinous expenditure, the check it gives to 
civilisation, and the way in which it fans the flames of international 
bitterness—but their arguments, cogent as they may be, will fall on 
deaf ears. Far-seeing politicians may thunder forth the fact that unless 
an alteration is speedily made the present trend of events will lead to a 
“world war,” “an unimaginable catastrophe,” but this preaching will 
make no difference. Why? Because, as the Bible explains, war is 
needed, is decreed, and must come. All nations are corrupt, religiously, 
politically, socially. They are incorrigibly so, and a reformation can 
only be effected by Armageddon and the world-wide judgments which 
will follow (Is. 26:9, 21; Is. 66:15, 16; Rev. 19:15; Rev. 15:4). 
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Never was there a time when prayer was more called for than in 
these trying, perilous, closing days of the Gentiles. Prayer is one of our 
most precious privileges. “Blessed is the man whom thou choosest and 
causeth to approach unto thee”—but its acceptability is conditional. Let 
us prize our privilege, and observe the conditions which make our 
prayers acceptable. God delighteth in the prayer of the upright (Prov. 
15:8), but the utterances of a sinner He abominates (Prov. 28:8; Ps. 
66:18). For prayer to be efficacious it must be offered in the spirit of 
reverence (Lev. 10:3), sincerity (Jno. 4:23), humility (Is. 66:2), 
simplicity (Ecc. 5:1, 2; Matt. 6:6–8), confidence (1 Tim. 2:8), scripture 
enlightenment (Ps. 145:18), and in the name of God’s exalted Son (Col. 
3:17; 1 Pet. 2:5; Rev. 8:3, 4). Let us be careful—let us not forget the 
consequences of the vain lip service of Israel (Is. 1:15–17; Jer. 14:12). 
Let us engage heartily and intelligently in prayer, not thoughtlessly and 
mechanically. Before we address our Father in heaven, let us try to 
place ourselves en rapport with Him—let us remember that we are not 
only speaking to One who can hear and answer, but One who is a 
“discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” Assuming that we 
are acceptable worshippers, let us pray, and pray unceasingly. 

God has never been “cornered,” or checkmated, by man. Those who 
say to the contrary know not the Scriptures nor the power of God. 
Often has God had to withhold His blessings on account of human 
perversity (Ps. 81:13–16; Is. 48:18, 19), but never has He been 
defeated, or His intentions frustrated in the sense of the unbeliever’s 
objection. Whenever God has withheld good, it has been done, not 
through any weakness or failure on His part, but agreeably to His wise 
and almighty prerogative. No man or men have ever been beyond the 
control or manipulation of God, and no event or events have ever taken 
Him by surprise. The fall of man, the wickedness of the antediluvians, 
the rebellion of Israel, and the apostasy of the Gentiles, were all 
foreseen by Him, and His plans and promises made accordingly. The 
ability of God in this matter (His power to foreknow and determine, 
years and millenniums in advance, and to weave beforehand into His 
arrangements the actions of righteous and unrighteous, without 
destroying their freedom of will) is, of course, baffling to us poor, finite 
mortals, but it is a fact, and one which, when recognised, brings 
unspeakable comfort and peace of mind. With God there has been no 
failure at any time. Whatever failure has presented itself in human 
history has been on the side of man, and this failure, as already said, 
was foreseen and utilised by God for the accomplishment of the final 
issue—the salvation of our world. 

Dr. Cumming was a contemporary of Dr. Thomas. They were born 
about the same time, and died not many years apart. Both were gifted 
writers, and dealt largely with prophecy. Both, too, were enemies of the 
pernicious doctrine of partial inspiration. But having said so much, the 
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comparison between the two men and their writings must stop. To 
speak of the works of these men, as some have done, as if they were of 
equal worth and usefulness, is a mistake, and betokens either ignorance 
or perversity. Dr. Thomas knew the truth; Dr. Cumming did not, 
however much he may have written which is brilliant and instructive. 
The mind of the latter was saturated with some of the worst errors of 
the apostasy. He believed in the trinity, in a superhuman devil, in the 
immortality of the soul, in heaven-going, in eternal torments, in 
substitution, and other heresies which incapacitate any man from being 
a safe and reliable exponent of the ways and purpose of God. In this 
criticism we do not speak disparagingly of Dr. Cumming as a man, but 
as a religious teacher. As a man, he was a pattern to many in the 
clerical profession—he was earnest, courteous, hard-working—but, as 
we say, he was grossly astray on the fundamentals of true religion. To 
his courtesy we can bear personal testimony, having had intercourse 
with him in connection with the Hine Debate. 

                                                               —Bro. A.T. Jannaway  1913 

Being Put To The Test 
“ALL things (good things and evil things) work together for good to 

them who love God; who are the called according to His purpose.” God 
knows when the good things are safe and when the evil things are 
needed; and the scriptural attitude is to accept, with a reverential 
submission, whatever comes; if good, with thanksgiving; if evil, with 
resignation. It would be altogether a mistake to assume that goodness 
only will be our lot, or that God regards us not if He suffer evil to 
happen. 

Job is ever a helpful illustration on this point. A man of the 
thoroughly approved stamp, God overthrew him in all his affairs 
without letting him know that he was being subjected to a test. Job, 
while asserting his integrity, took it all in submission, on the ground 
that God was supreme and did as He willed, and that man, as a created 
being, had no room to murmur if evil as well as good were his lot. In 
this Job took the right ground; for his judgment of the case was 
divinely endorsed as against that of his three friends, who argued that 
because Job had fallen into evil, therefore, he must have been 
unrighteous. Now, why was Job’s case recorded? Like all the other 
ancient examples, it was “written for our instruction; “it happened to 
them for ensamples (to us.)”—(1 Cor. 10:11.) If so, it follows that we 
may sometimes be put to a similar proof if we are worthy of the test. 
Consequently, we shall argue wrongly if we say God has forsaken us 
when something has gone wrong, or that things will always and 
necessarily go well with us. Can we expect to be better off in these 
things than the servants of God who have gone before? And what is 
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their history? One and all, they came through sore trouble. The Lord 
himself was the greatest sufferer of all, and is it not written, “We must 
suffer with him?” Nay is it not the very characteristic of the great 
assembly of which we hope to form a part that they came out of “great 
tribulation?” Paul told the disciples that “we must through much 
tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.” We do not live in the days 
of their tribulation, but we must not marvel if we have our share, 
peculiar to our own times. It is a necessity if we are ever to be worth 
anything in the Master’s service. What preparation is a bed of roses for 
the great muster of those who have been tried and purified and made 
white?                                                           —Bro. Robert Roberts 1876 

Learning From Mistakes 
If it be said there can be no “learning” for us in circumstances so out 

of the run of our experience, the answer has to be made that the lesson 
is not limited to the particular circumstances nor to any circumstances. 
It is a lesson affecting all characters and all time. It may be expressed in 
the simple words: “Never try to appear to be more than you are. Be 
simple and modest and true.” Ananias and Sapphira would have come 
out all right if they had said, “We cannot afford to give more than half.” 
The mistake was to attempt to gain the credit that did not belong to 
them. This mistake may be made, and is made, in many, many matters 
besides giving; and it is here where what is written is fruitful for “our 
learning,” in this sad case. Let us avoid with scorn all attempts to seem 
wiser than we are, to know more than we know, to be better than we 
are, to be more generous, or to be of more consequence than we are. 
“He that giveth, let him give with simplicity” and truth, guarding in the 
main against letting our left hand know what our right hand is doing. 

Thus from all parts of the scriptures, with mind attent and eyes and 
ears open, we are able to gather “learning,” and to become wise unto 
salvation. The result is one that is despised in the world, and that in the 
weakness and weariness of mortal life may sometimes seem of small 
value to ourselves. But at last it will be “found unto praise and honour 
and glory at the appearing of Christ.”         —Bro. Robert Roberts, 1894 

A Pair of Turtledoves 
The offering made on the occasion of the presentation of the infant 

Christ to the Lord (Luke 2:22) was the atonement required for the 
mother under Lev. 12:6-7, and not for the redemption of the child. The 
redemption was by the payment of five shekels (Num. 18:l6). There is 
no mention of this payment in the narrative of Luke, but it was 
doubtless made the same day.                 —Bro. Robert Roberts 1886 



135—Berean 2018 

 

 

A Time of Transition 
When Christ sent forth the apostles to continue the work after his 

departure with his own power and authority, there was what we might 

call a flexibility in the situation, workable in divinely authorized hands, 

arising from the concurrent operation of more than one divine mode 

during a time of transition from the one to the other. John's baptism was 

a divine institution, and so was Christ's, and so was circumcision; and 

for a time all three were in force together—a self-adjusting situation, 

notwithstanding, requiring only time for plain settlement. 

                    —Bro. Robert Roberts 1886 

'Be Fruitful and Multiply' 
This is not (as you say) a 'binding command' in the sense that every 

human being is bound to marry, or that being married, he is bound to 

propagate. Else you would convict Jesus of sin, and exalt a physical 

instinct to the level of righteousness. It is a matter for individual 

judgment as to expediency, as the whole of 1Cor. 7 shows. 

                    —Bro. Robert Roberts 1890   

Belief Should Be Inevitable 
Belief ought to be of the easy character which Jesus attributes to his 

yoke. Belief is the result of evidence, in every matter. It is inevitable, 

an involuntary result. You cannot help it, when sufficient evidence is 

before you, if there is nothing to 'blind your eyes' to its nature and 

force.  

If there ever was a case of sufficient evidence, it is the case of Christ 

and the Bible, and all that is involved in them. There is no ancient 

testimony half so self-evidently true on the face of it. There is no 

matter, ancient or modern, so powerfully confirmed by collateral 

supports of all kinds, as the history and prophecy of the Word of God 

with Israel, contained in the Bible.  

But of course the evidence must be before the mind, before this can 

be felt and seen. And here is the principal source of weakness and 

difficulty with most men. They do not familiarize their minds with the 

subject. The 'cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and 

the lust of other things' so engross their minds as to prevent them from 

giving that amount of attention to the facts of the case that is necessary. 

The belief, which ought to be easy and gladdening, is often difficult, 

and sometimes impossible.                          —Bro. Robert Roberts 1898 
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Ancient Longevity 

THAT man should live long in the beginning was suitable in every 

way. He was few in number and weak in social organization, which 

rendered it needful that the elders should continue to live for the benefit 

that their experience and numbers would afford to the race. And nearer 

the fountain of his being, he was naturally stronger than afterwards, 

when the stock became 'the worse for wear.'   

Then there was a degree of submission to God in those days that 

was not common in later times, when it became necessary to remove 

the population by a flood. This would favor longevity, as we see 

illustrated in the Age to Come when, the will of God being the rule of 

human action, men again live to great age (Is. 65:20-22).  

As to how the shortening of life was effected, 'the decree of the 

watchers' is the all-sufficient explanation, for to angels the present 

world is subject.        —Bro. Robert Roberts 1891  

Bible Predestination 

THE Bible teaches certain cases of individual predestination. You 

will find one in Jer.1:5, and another in 1 Pt.1:20. Also, as regards all 

the chosen at last, we have the testimony that they are foreknown and 

predestinated (Rm. 8:29).  

But this is a different predestination from Calvinistic predestination. 

It is in rigid harmony with all the other appointments of God. Those 

who are foreknown will also become believers of the Gospel, which is 

the appointed 'power of God unto salvation' (Rm.1:16). And that not in 

any miraculous manner, but by the hearing of the Word, which 

generates the faith that produces the obedience that is the basis of final 

acceptance (Rm.10:17; Jm. 2:20; 2 Pt.1:8).  

Probation, and the awards of the judgment seat, have their full place 

in the Bible scheme of foreknowledge. The foreknowledge embraces 

every element in the process. It is not like gloomy Calvinism. It is a 

thing fit, complete, and beautiful.  

On the whole, there is ground for your suggestion that 'people who 

die without having come within the sound of the Gospel, or have been 

unable to understand it' are by that circumstance shown to be 'not those 

who would be likely to serve God's purpose or to glorify His Name.' 

         —Bro. Robert Roberts 1892  
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Yahweh Shall Smite Egypt … & Heal It 
“Yahweh rideth on a swift cloud, and shall come into Egypt: and the 

vanities of Egypt shall be moved at His presence, and the heart of 
Egypt shall melt”—Isaiah 19:1 

NOW, reader, ascend with me into the Mount of the Elohim, and 
from the top of the rocks look into the open spaces of this elevated 
region of the (Sinai) peninsula. What seest thou outspread before thee? 
What but the goodly tents and tabernacles of the “Holy Nation,” the 
“Chosen Generation,” the Royal Priesthood,” the “Purchased People,” 
the “Israel of God” (1 Pet. 2:9; Gal. 6:16).  

“As the valleys are they spread forth, as gardens by the river’s side, 
as the trees of lign-aloes which Yahweh hath planted, as cedar trees 
beside the waters . . . 

“Whose King shall be higher than Agag (Gog), and his Kingdom 
shall be exalted” (Num. 24:6-7).  

Behold them “abiding according to their tribes”—those tribes 
apocalyptically (Rev. 7:4-7)—  

“Sealed in their foreheads with the seal of the Deity.” 

How beautiful are they in their encampment who, as the Four 
Living Ones, lie 4-square, and as broad as their length, being 144 
cubits, which is— 

“The measure of a Man, that is, of the Angel..”  

—even of the Rainbowed Angel (Rev. 21:16-17), whose altitude is 
equal to his breadth—an altitude by which his relationship to “the Light 
which no man can approach unto” is established.  

But why do they lie there in their encampment? What is their 
angelism (messengership)? Why are they thus marshalled?—  

“Looking forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, 
and terrible as an army with banners”   (Song 6:10).  

Are they to remain here permanently encamped in the elevated 
region of the peninsula? No, the wilderness of Sinai is only the place of 
gathering where the Saints are organized, and developed into this 
Mighty Angel. They are the SWIFT CLOUD upon which the Spirit 
rides. In their camp, they are but waiting for “judgment to be given to 
them” that they may go forth and “take possession of the Kingdom 
under the whole heaven” (Dan. 7:18,27)—  

“HE STOOD, AND MEASURED THE EARTH” (Hab. 3:6).  

The wings of their flight upon the prey are not yet expanded. 
Though they had been gathered by the angels of his power into the 
presence of Israel’s King, preparation for action upon the outer world 
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was not complete. Israel after the flesh has to be “made willing” to 
move in obedience to the commands of Jesus, as the “Leader and 
Commander of the people” (Psa. 110:3; Isa. 55:4). This may be also the 
mission of the angels.  

But this work of the Spirit (however executed: by the angels or by 
the Saints) would seem to be a necessary preliminary to a general 
movement for their deliverance. This is after the order of the type. The 
Spirit’s Messenger in the Bush sent Moses and Aaron to the elders of 
Israel to make the people willing to remove from Egypt under their 
leadership, before any communication was opened with the court of 
Pharaoh, or any judgment had been inflicted upon their enemies and 
oppressors.  

But all things being prepared, the quietude of the camp of Sinai is 
changed for “the noise of great waters.” The scene becomes 
tempestuous. When they stood inactive, they let down their wings. But 
judgment having been given to them, they extend their wings, and the 
noise thereof is the noise of a host marching against the foe. Habakkuk 
saw this angelic multitudinous Unity in full career.  

They would, of course, attack the peoples first who were next to 
their encampment. These are “the tents of Cushan” and “the curtains of 
Midian,” which are afflicted and made to tremble. This Cushan is east 
of the Tigris and north of the Persian Gulf. The Midianites are the 
Arabs of the desert, who are to “bow down before him” (Psa. 72:9). But 
it is written (Isa. 19:1)—  

“Yahweh rideth upon a swift cloud, and shall come into Egypt: and 
the vanities of Egypt shall be moved at His presence, and the heart of 
Egypt shall melt in the midst of it” (Isa. 19:1).  

In this invasion of Egypt (which is then in the hands of Gog, the 
King of the North, who hath power over its gold and silver and 
precious things—Dan. 11:43), the troops of Sinai would have to march 
around the head of the Gulf of Suez, or pass over the Sea, or through it. 
The last alternative seems to be the course to be adopted at some epoch 
of the enterprise, which will probably be on return from the conquest of 
Egypt, in the march to Zion—  

“I will BRING AGAIN from the depths of the sea.”  

—saith the Spirit in Psa. 68:22. And these words were written in 
Jerusalem, implying that they were coming Zionward. In Ps. 66, after 
announcing the universal subjection of the nations, the reader is invited 
to contemplate the means by which conquest is affected—  

“Come and see the doings of Elohim, terrible of deed toward the 
sons of men. He turned the sea to dry land; they passed through the 
river on foot: there did we rejoice in Him.”  
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And Isaiah says (11:15-16)—  

“Yahweh shall utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian Sea, and 
with His mighty wind shall He shake His hand over the River 
(Euphrates) and shall smite it into 7 streams, and cause to go over in 
shoes . . like as it was to Israel in the day that he came up out of the 
land of Egypt.”  

And yet again Isaiah, by the inspiration of the Spirit saith (51:9- 10) 
in relation to Israel’s future redemption—  

“Awake, awake! Put on strength, O arm of Yahweh! Awake as in the 
ancient days, in the generations of old.  

“Art not Thou the same that cut in pieces Rahab (Egypt), and 
wounded the dragon?  

“Art not Thou the same that dried the sea, the waters of the great 
deep: that made the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed to pass?”  

These were the awakenings of ancient days. And by the prophet’s 
petition (which was the word of the Spirit), the dividing of the sea and 
the river in a future exodus is indirectly foretold. V. 11—  

“Therefore the redeemed of Yahweh shall return, and come with 
singing unto ZION (not from Egypt to Sinai, as of old), and everlasting 
joy (joy of the future age) shall be upon their head.”  

The Rainbowed Angel being constituted of individuals who are all 
like Jesus who descended to Sinai, and who in the days of his flesh 
even, walked upon the sea (showing thereby that he, and therefore they, 
are untrammeled by the natural laws), it will be unnecessary and 
superfluous to divide the sea on THEIR account. It is Israel according 
to the flesh (who are subject to the natural laws) that are to be “brought 
AGAIN from the depths of the sea.”  

Beside showing his power, and gaining praise and fame in the earth 
in drying up or destroying the Egyptian gulf, the passage of the sea by 
Israel in Egypt under the leadership of the “Prophet like Moses” is 
designed to serve for a national baptism into Christ by which—  

“All their sins will be cast into the depths of the sea.” 

—according to the testimony of Mic. 7:19. When they passed 
through the sea under Moses (1 Cor. 10:2)—  

“They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea.”  

So, when saved from their long captivity by Christ, they will be 
nationally baptized into him by a like marine investment, and thus be 
able, as “a people saved by Yahweh,” to sing—  

“The Song of Moses, the servant of the Deity, and the Song of the 
Lamb, saying,  
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“Great and marvellous Thy works, Yahweh Elohim Almighty; just 
and true Thy ways, O King of the nations!  

“Who shall not fear Thee, O Lord, and glorify Thy Name? For Thou 
only art holy, for all nations shall come and worship before Thee, for 
Thy judgments are made manifest” (Rev. 15:3-4).  

The testimony seems to indicate that, at the time of Yahweh’s riding 
upon the swift cloud into Egypt, there will have collected there a 
considerable Jewish population, which will be grievously oppressed by 
the King of the North, or Russo-Assyrian Gog. This appears from Isa. 
19:20, which says—  

“They shall cry unto Yahweh because of the oppressors, and He 
shall send them a Saviour, even a great one, and he shall deliver them.”  

This Saviour is YAHWEH ELOHIM TZ’VAOTH, “He Who Shall 
Be the Mighty Ones of Hosts”—the Rainbowed Angel—”and he shall 
deliver them.” This almighty organization having planted itself in 
Egypt, all the vanities or idols of Egypt—Greek and Latin images of 
saints, and those who worship them—  

“.. . shall be moved at his presence” (Isa. 19:1).  

And what then?—  

“The heart of Egypt shall melt in the midst of it” (v. 1).  

But why? Because (Isa. 19:22 & 11:11)—  

“Yahweh shall smite Egypt” to “recover the remnant of His people 
from Egypt.”  

In the process (Isaiah 27:12)—  

“Yahweh will beat off from the channel of the River (Euphrates) 
unto the stream of Egypt (the Nile).”  

—and thereby subdue the whole south of the grant to Abraham 
“from sea to sea”—from the Mediterranean to the Gulf of Persia.  

When the South is thus freed from the domination of “the House of 
Esau” (Ob. 18-21), the healing of Egypt will commence (Is. 19:22)—  

“Yahweh shall smite Egypt, and heal it. And they shall return to 
Yahweh, and He shall be entreated of them, and He shall heal them.”  

This healing will be curative of all the population, Gentile and 
Jewish, that survives the heart-melting judgments of the crisis. Egypt 
will no longer be proverbial for its darkness that can be felt, for in the 
day of the Rainbowed Angel (Isa. 19:18-20)— 

“Five cities in the land of Egypt shall speak the language of 
Canaan, and swear (allegiance) to Yahweh Tz’vaoth (to ‘Him Who 
Shall Be Hosts’): and one shall be called, The City of Destruction.  
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“In that day there shall be an altar to Yahweh in the midst of the 
land of Egypt, and a pillar at the border thereof to Yahweh. And it shall 
be for a sign and a witness unto Yahweh Tz’vaoth in Egypt.”  

And this is the reason for the destruction which gives name to one 
of the 5 cities (vs. 20-22)—  

“For they shall cry unto Yahweh because of the oppressors...”  

—as they did in the days of Moses—  

“… and He shall send them a Saviour, even a Great One (the 
Rainbowed Angel), and He shall deliver them.  

“And Yahweh shall be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians shall 
know Yahweh in that day, and shall do sacrifice and oblation: yea, they 
shall vow a vow and perform it..  

“And they shall return even to Yahweh, and He shall be entreated of 
them, and shall heal them.”  

Egypt appears to occupy a very important position in the restoration 
of Israel by the Rainbowed Angel.  

Egypt, Cush and Seba are appointed for their ransom (Isa 43:3)—
the wilderness and deserts of the south into which they are to be 
brought for discipline, to fit them for settlement in the land of Israel 
(Ezek. 20:33-44). In reference to this crisis, the Spirit saith—  

“Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things of 
old. Behold, I will do a new thing. Now it shall spring forth: shall ye 
not know it?  

“I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert. 
The beasts of the field shall honour Me, the dragons and the owls, 
because I give waters in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert, to give 
drink to My people, My chosen” (Isa. 43:18-21).  

This is all part of the work of the Rainbowed Angel, in which—  

“Adon (the Lord) adds His hand to redeem a second time the 
remnant of His people which shall be left from Assyria, and from 
Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from 
Shinar, from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea” (Isa. 11:11).  

This is an area of wide extent, stretching from the Nile to the east of 
the Tigris, and thence north to the Caspian, and then westward to the 
Mediterranean, in and beyond which are the islands.  

It is not to be supposed that such a revolution in the south of Asia 
and north of Africa, developing a new Power of extraordinary might, 
could progress without making a powerful impression upon France, 
Turkey and Russia, which are so sensitive in regard to their supposed 
interests in Egypt, the Red Sea, and the East.  
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It will throw them all into a state of terrible belligerency. So great a 
danger will confederate them for a great effort to scatter it. All Europe 
will be moved and “rush forth as a whirlwind to scatter Me,” saith the 
Spirit—  

“Their rejoicing was as to devour the poor in ambush” (Hab. 3:14).  

“They will ascend and come like a storm, and like a cloud to cover 
the land that is (or that portion of it which is) brought back from the 
sword, and is gathered out of many people, who are dwelling safely in 
the midst of it” (Ezek. 38:9-12).  

—under the protection of the Rainbowed Angel.  

The conquest of Egypt will doubtless operate powerfully upon 
England, for nothing can affect Egypt without greatly disturbing the 
policy of Britain and deeply wounding her commercial interests.  

The Russo-Assyrian King of the North will have inflicted this injury 
upon England previous to Yahweh riding into Egypt upon the swift 
Rainbowed Cloud. Hence, the invasion of Egypt, and the destruction of 
the power of the King of the North in Egypt, will doubtless be rejoiced 
in by the British government, and may lead to an alliance between 
England (the modern Tyre) and the New Power, as common enemies of 
Gog and the Papacy, after the type of Hiram and Solomon, or the 
Queen of Sheba and the King of Israel. In this event—  

“Her merchandise and her hire will be holiness to Yahweh: it shall 
not be treasured nor laid up.  

“For her merchandise shall be for them that dwell before Yahweh, 
to eat sufficiently, and for durable clothing” (lsa. 23:18).  

And in Psa. 45 (which Paul endorses as a testimony for Jesus and 
his followers) the Spirit testifies that, in the day when “his right hand 
shall teach him terrible things”—  

“The daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift: even the rich 
among the people shall entreat his favour”  (v. 12).  

And again (Psa. 72:10)—  

“The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents: and the 
kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts.”  

And (Isa. 60:9)—  

“Surely the isles shall wait for Me, and the ships of Tarshish FIRST, 
to bring thy sons from far, their silver and their gold with them unto the 
Name of Yahweh thine Elohim, and to the Holy One of Israel, because 
He hath glorified thee, O Zion.”  

These testimonies indicate a different relationship between the 
Regenerators of Egypt and the maritime powers of the world, from that 
with the continental powers. These latter are fiercely hostile; while 
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maritime Tyre, Tarshish, Sheba and Seba are subservient to the angelic 
mission for the protection and regeneration of Israel. The riches of 
these countries, by some powerful influence in exercise at the time, are 
placed at the disposal of the Saints, who become thereby complete 
masters of the sea.  

The present tendency of Britain to insulation is then perfected, and 
her destiny is identified with the New Power of the East. In this 
cooperation, she becomes (Isa. 18:1; 16:3-5)—  

“The land shadowing wide with wings, extending from beyond to the 
rivers of Cush ...”  

—the Tigris and Euphrates; the land whose shadow shall be as the 
night in the midst of the noonday for the hiding of the outcasts in the 
land of Moab (Isa. 18:1; 16:3-5). At this epoch, the land of Israel 
becomes prosperous—  

“A land of uncalled villages, whose inhabitants are at rest, and 
dwelling safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither 
bars nor gates.”  

The desolate places of central Palestine are then inhabited by a 
gathering out of the nations, which has become wealthy in cattle and 
goods (Ezek. 38:8,1,12).  

But this prosperity becomes an irresistible temptation to the King of 
the North to invade the land, and if possible to annex it to his dominion 
bordering on it, by Hamath, Armenia & Assyria. He will—  

“… ascend like a storm, like a cloud to cover the land,” for  

“Tidings out of the East and out of the North shall trouble him: 
therefore he shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to 
make away many.  

“And he shall pitch the tent of his camp between the seas…”  

—the Mediterranean and sea of Tiberias, which camp will extend—  

“…to the Mountain of the Glory of the Holy” (Dan. 11:44-45).  

Thus all the nations of this Northern Confederacy are gathered by 
Yahweh against Jerusalem, AFTER his descent to Sinai, and BEFORE 
his own entrance into the city. He permits it to be taken, and rifled by 
the spoiler, and its inhabitants to be partly expelled and sent into exile 
(Zech. 14:2). Their hope would now seem to be lost, and themselves 
finally “cut off from their parts” (Ezek. 37:11).  

They had, doubtless, thought that the long-expected rest had been 
established beyond the possibility of disturbance. They were at rest in 
the midst of the land; but the “whole house of Israel” was not there, and 
the nations were not yet acquainted with the omnipotence of the “Kings 
of the Sun’s Risings.”                                               —Bro. John Thomas 
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Hints For Bible Markers 

The Psalms 

Psalm 8:6 – 9 

“Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; 

thou hast put all things under his feet: (7) All sheep and oxen, yea, and 

the beasts of the field; (8) The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, 

and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas. (9) O LORD our 

Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!” 

We open this month with a lengthy quote from 1 Corinthians 15 

where the apostle Paul provides for us the full import of these verses. 

Please note that the 27
th
 verse is a direct quote of verse 6 of this 

Psalm. He writes, (24-28) “Then cometh the end, when he shall have 

delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall 

have put down all rule and all authority and power. (25) For he must 

reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. (26) The last enemy 

that shall be destroyed is death. (27) For he hath put all things under 

his feet. But when he saith all things are put under him, it is manifest 

that he is excepted, which did put all things under him. (28) And 

when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also 

himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God 

may be all in all.” He reminds us of a very important point, brought 

out prophetically, all things are to be put under the dominion of 

Christ but God is excluded, for He is the power “which did put all 

things under him.” He also draws the conclusion that the last enemy 

to be put under Christ’s feet or destroyed will be death. This would 

also imply the removal of sin from the Earth. For the wages of sin is 

death. Wages are not paid where services are not given. 

It is also worthy of noting the examples listed for all things. From 

the fishes of the very depths bottom of the ocean to the birds flying 

high overhead, all things are in subjection to Christ. We wait for this 

great time when we can joyfully proclaim what the world will learn in 

that great day, “O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the 

earth! 

 

                               Continued next month should the Lord will                         

bro. Beryl Snyder 

 


