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Ecclesial News 
BOSTON, Mass. 

Dear Brethren and Sisters, 
Greetings in Christ, 

Bro. Jesse Gustavsson has decided to withdraw fellowship due to 
questions he has about the Law of Moses. We pray his questions will 
be answered and he will soon return to fellowship.  

Your Brother in Christ, 
Bro. Jim Sommerville, 
Boston Recording Brother 
 

Editorial 

Our Relation to the Truth 
“The end (purpose, object) of the commandment is love out of a pure 

heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned”—1 Tim. 1:5 

TRUTH IS a broadly comprehensive word, having many forms, and 
being related to many subjects. It is generally defined as that which is 
true, being in conformity with fact or reality, or in agreement with a 
standard.  

When Paul wrote, saying, “Speak every man truth with his 
neighbor,” he was only using the word in an abstract sense; but when 
he wrote to Timothy about “coming unto the knowledge of the Truth,” 
he was speaking specifically of that form of truth that constituted the 
bond that united the believers in the days of the apostles.  

“The Truth” is a phrase used by all of the apostles; but especially by 
John in his 2nd and 3rd epistles. The 2nd is addressed to a group, and 
opens in this beautiful manner—  

“The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in the 
Truth; and not I only, but also all they that have known the Truth.”  

The third epistle is addressed to Gaius whom, says John, “I love in 
the Truth.” And then he adds in verse 3—  

“For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and testified of the 
Truth that is in thee, even as thou walkest in the Truth.”  

When we come to trace the meaning of the word, we soon discover 
that it was not original with the apostles but was the foundation of the 
teaching of Jesus. This is plainly evident from what he said to Pilate, in 
John 18:37—  

“Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this 
cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the Truth. 
Every one that is of the Truth heareth my voice.”  

The last sentence of those words of Jesus has a direct connection 
with a previous statement recorded by John—  
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“Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye 
continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall 
know the Truth, and the Truth shall make you free”   (John 8:31-32).  

This brings us to the point of identification, and we find it in the 
phrase, “If ye continue in my word.” To continue in his word, is to 
abide in his teaching, and his teaching is comprehended in the word 
Gospel which, at that time, signified “the things concerning the 
kingdom of God.” In his record, Mark says,  

 “Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into 
Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God.”  

We also have his own words in Luke 4:43—  

“And he said unto them, I must preach the kingdom of God to other 
cities also: for therefore am I sent.”  

The only change that took place after the departure of Jesus, was the 
addition of the phrase “and the Name of Jesus Christ.” This was 
necessary in order to show the relation of Jesus to the kingdom. 
Therefore when we speak of the Truth, we do so because of the 
immeasurable significance involved in the phrase which comprehends 
everything related to the Gospel of the kingdom of God.  

Having come to a knowledge of the Truth, and obeyed it in the 
prescribed manner, we find ourselves faced with a heart-searching 
question from time to time. Not only so, for it is a vital question 
pertaining to our eternal welfare. What is our standing in relation to the 
Truth? or what are we doing “to make our calling and election sure? If 
we have followed our daily Bible readings carefully and prayerfully, 
we must realize by this time that our walk in the Truth will either lead 
us unto death, or unto life. The ultimate result depends entirely upon 
how we walk.  

Do we all realize that it is possible for us to be deeply interested in 
the details of the Truth from what we might call a structural or 
technical point of view, and yet fail to grasp the deep things relating to 
it. That is, those things that should stir up our love and admiration, and 
cause us to say with Paul,  

“O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding 
out!” —Rom. 11:33.  

Then, again, it is possible for us to have our minds centered upon 
the signs of the times, so that every important change that takes place 
among the nations, would stir up our enthusiasm, and burst forth into 
excited conversation. Of course, there is nothing wrong with that, 
providing our walk in the Truth reflects the same ardent spirit. We 
must keep vividly before our minds that the signs relate to the coming 
of the Lord, and if we are to meet with his approval, we must be 
prepared by a faithful walk in that newness of life described by Paul in 
Eph. 4:22-24—  
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“That ye put off—concerning the former conversation—the old man, 
which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; and be renewed in the 
spirit of your mind; And that ye put on the new man, which after God is 
created in righteousness and holiness of Truth.”  

It is also possible for us to look upon the Truth from a strictly 
intellectual, scholastic or scientific point of view, and begin burrowing 
into secondary questions of original tongues, or hazy secular historical 
backgrounds and relationships which lead us into blind alleys and away 
from the Gospel’s living power as to holiness and godliness. It is so 
fatally easy, and pleasing to the pride of the flesh, to be led away into 
current “scientific” speculations and controversies, and before we 
realize it we are floundering in learned confusion with the wise of the 
world.  

Numerous things are very interesting and have a natural attraction 
for the mind, but they are the husks compared to the true spiritual meat 
and should be left at that point and our time devoted to the study of that 
which is written for our instruction in godliness, so that our minds may 
absorb as much as possible of that which is revealed by the mind of the 
Spirit. If we do that, we will find that our motives which lead us into 
action will be generated by our love for the Truth, and not by a love of 
primacy. Therefore, if we, in the spirit of humility, apply our minds to 
the divine ideas and principles revealed in the Word of God, we will 
“keep ourselves in the love of God, and will know—  

“How we ought to behave ourselves in the house of God, which is 
the ecclesia of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the Truth”—
1 Tim. 3:15.                                          —Bro. George A. Gibson, Editor 

 

 

GATHERINGS & ACTIVITIES 
(To be held Yahweh Willing) 

LAMPASAS FRATERNAL GATHERING.….….………………June 8–10, 2018 

Bro. Mark Braune, 209 Ranger Dr, Buda TX, 78610 512-577-1119, 
markbraune@gmail.com 
HYE FRATERNAL GATHERING…….….…………….….….....July 22-29, 2018 

Bro. Mark Braune, 209 Ranger Dr, Buda TX, 78610 512-577-1119, 
markbraune@gmail.com, Study on 1st and 2nd Peter 
ODIADO BIBLE Study, Kenya.………..…….….………...  15 -19 August, 2018 
Bro. Shadrack Nakholi, Jackshadrack@gmail.com 

TENNESSEE Fraternal Gathering …….……………………..…Oct 6-7 2018 
Bro Jim Rankin 115 Sherwood Dr, Camden Tn 38320 731-441-8864 
email jttrans04@gmail.com “David and The Psalms” 

BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN YOUTH GATHERING KENYA……….  12 -16 December, 2018  
Place: Mumias, Bungoma County, Kenya. Theme: 2 Corinthians. For info email 
Bob Bent or Epa Wekati. 
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mailto:markbraune@gmail.com
tel:512-577-1119
mailto:markbraune@gmail.com
mailto:Jackshadrack@gmail.com
tel:(731)%20441-8864
mailto:jttrans04@gmail.com


149—Berean 2018 

 

 

The Last Terrible Forty Years - 4 
“Sing and rejoice, daughter of Zion, for I will dwell in the midst of 

thee . . . And many people shall be joined to the Lord in that day, and 

shall be My people”—Zech. 2:10 

THIS proclamation period comes after the smiting of the Gog Image 

on its feet, and before grinding it to powder (Dan. 2:34-35). It is 

between the Armageddon overthrow of the 6th Vial and the 

commencement of the pouring out of the 7th Vial into the Air.  

The “Air” is the ruling elements of the earth. It is upon them 

primarily that the wrath is poured, and it is these that will blindly and 

stubbornly resist unto the end—like evil, arrogant, power-mad, 

judicially-hardened Pharaoh, though his servants cried to him—  

“Knowest thou not yet that Egypt is destroyed?”  

The messengers sent throughout the earth have a 3-fold message—  

1. To declare the power and glory of the Lord (Is. 66:19).  

2. To proclaim the Everlasting Gospel—the Good News of the 

Kingdom (Rev. 14:6).  

3. To demand total submission, on pain of death (Rev. 14:7).  

Before Babylon’s destruction there is a people to deliver (Rev. 

18:4): “Come out of her, My people, that ye be not partakers of her 

sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.”  

These “My people” are not the Saints. The Saints (the faithful of the 

present dispensation) have already been assembled and judged and 

glorified. These “people” are those being called to become God’s 

people by believing the Everlasting Gospel then being preached, and by 

obeying its call to come out. We remember Christ said to Paul 

regarding Corinth, as Paul first started to work there—  

“I have much people in this city” (Acts 18:10).  

They were still at that time in heathen darkness, but they were his 

people in prospect, for they would come out and take their places as his 

people by the instrumentality of the preaching of Paul. This is the 

period of which the Spirit said in Zech. 2:10-11—  

“Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for lo, I come, and I will 

dwell in the midst of thee, saith the Lord.  

“And many nations shall be joined to the Lord in that day, and shall 

be MY PEOPLE” (Zech. 2:10-11).  

In ch. 18, w0here the judgment and destruction of Babylon is 

announced, we are told (v. 4) that it is “another voice” that calls for 

God’s prospective people to come out of Babylon and escape her 
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pending plagues. This is the voice of the messengers of the Everlasting 

Gospel of Rev. 14:6-7.  

The proclamation of the Everlasting Gospel is in “Midheaven” 

(Rev. 14:6). This is the political aerial of the world upon which the 

impending judgments of the 7th Vial—the final, culminating, 

completing Vial—are to be poured out (Rev. 16:17). Long have the 

Sin-Powers of the earth—the present “heavens”—ruled the world in 

wickedness according to the mind of the flesh. Now a door has been 

“opened in heaven” (Rev. 4:1), and a new heavenly power has burst in 

on their dominions, and is about to sweep them all out into oblivion—

to “cast them out of heaven.”  

It is “MID heaven because it has now ceased to be the supreme 

political heavens, now that Christ has begun to set up his Kingdom and 

has been established in Jerusalem as the true and rightful and sole King 

of the whole earth.  

Bro. Thomas interestingly and instructively draws a parallel 

between the “Angel in Midheaven” and the incident in 1 Chron. 21 

where David sees an angel “standing between the earth and heaven” 

with a drawn sword of impending judgment over Jerusalem. David is 

being punished for having disobeyed God and taken pride in the arm of 

the flesh in numbering the manpower of Israel. And as the angel stands 

with his sword poised, David is instructed what to do to avoid the 

threatened destruction of the city.  

The introduction into this picture of Oman, a Gentile, and his 4 sons 

(who hid themselves at this time of judgment) adds to the significance 

of the parallel. The Gentiles at this epoch of judgment submit and give 

their wealth to the Lord. (The ones who do not submit—though they 

appear to be the majority—cease to exist and cease therefore to be of 

any account in the picture.)  

The Gentiles at Christ’s coming, like Oman (“as a king”—2 Sam. 

24:23—a strange expression), offer their riches freely, though their gift 

is not accepted without recompense, for the temporal and spiritual 

blessings they receive infinitely outweigh the wealth they relinquish to 

the new and greater David, who in turn dedicates it to God and His 

Temple.  

The 4 sons of Oman who hide themselves at this time of judgment 

are clearly the 4-fold Sin-Powers of the world, the 4 Beasts—  

“Every island fled, &the mountains were not found’’ (Rev. 16:20).  

“And the kings of the earth, and the rich men, and the mighty men, 

hid themselves ... and said to the rocks, Fall on us and hide us from the 

face of Him that sitteth on the throne” (Rev. 6:15-16).  
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“And they shall go into the holes of the rocks… for fear of the Lord 

when He ariseth to shake terribly the earth” (Isa. 2:19).  

The nations of the Gentiles are separated into 2 classes on the basis 

of their reaction to the proclamation—the Goat-nations and the Sheep-

nations. The Goat-nations are all of Europe—all the Catholic nations—

all the nations of the 10 Horns, Beast, False Prophet and Dragon—

including Russia which is historically Orthodox Catholic (like Greece) 

and which will have been reunited under the papal banner in that day. 

All these we know are Goats, for they are represented in actual warfare 

with the Lamb, and are destroyed by him.  

The Sheep-nations are those who are allies of the Shepherd of Israel. 

They are primarily the Tarshish nation—Sin-Powers, truly, like all the 

rest—but rewarded at this time with lesser punishment and quicker 

reconciliation because of their historic better treatment of God’s 

people, both natural and spiritual. This will be the Tarshish nations and 

those few if any who have the wisdom to stand with them.  

Bro. Thomas in his day, viewing the boastful arrogance and 

wickedness of the United States, did not expect it to submit to Christ 

without terrible judgments and desolations. Today the arrogance and 

wickedness are even greater, but for the present U.S. has largely 

assumed the historic Tarshish role of Israel’s friend and protector. 

Apart from the protecting arm of U.S., Israel long since would have 

been wiped off the map, to the mutual joy of Russian, Catholic and 

Arab.  

U.S. and Russia are equally fleshly and worldly and animalish, but 

while U.S. gives freedom and protection to God’s Word and to His 

people, Russia suppresses and persecutes both, after the fashion of the 

Roman Beast in all its blood-stained history.  

Zech. 6 gives us a similar picture of distinction of treatment 

between the Goat and Sheep nations, in the vision of the 2 Mountains 

of Brass. These 2 mountains are the 2 great fleshly powers of the last 

day—King of the North and King of the South-Gog and Tarshish.  

From BETWEEN them issue forth 4 chariots. Here is the Bozrah 

picture of Christ stepping in between them. These are the Chariot of the 

Cherubim—the Elect of God in judicial war-chariot manifestation for 

the subduing of the earth, and the levelling of the 2 great Flesh-Brass 

Sin-Mountains.  

The 4 Chariots are drawn by horses of 4 different colours—red, 

black, white, and grisled (grey or spotted). The horses are the “goodly” 

Israel battle-horses (Zech. 10:3), made “goodly” and thus useful to God 
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by the purifying judgments of the last days, and their deeply repentant 

conversion to their true Messiah.  

It is the different colours of the horses which gives indication of 

different treatment—different degrees of punishment and destruction—

visited upon the different areas to which each goes. To the north (Gog) 

first go the black horses, and then the white follow them. Here appears 

to be indicated a double operation, or an operation of double intensity, 

which is at first all black—complete woe and destruction; then all 

white—complete victory and purging. 

To the South (Tarshish) go the “grisled” horses, an indication of 

mixed and milder treatment. The red do not go anywhere specifically. 

They, listed first, appear to be a general type of the warlikeness of the 

whole operation, in contrast to Christ’s first mission on earth. The bay 

(or “strong,” or “swift”) horses go through all the earth, after the 

operations of the black, white and grisled in the North and South.  

Again, the same Sheep-Goat distinction appears in Zech. 10, in the 

very context in which the “goodly horse” symbol appears—  

“The idols have spoken vanity, the diviners have seen a lie. Mine 

anger was kindled against the shepherds, and I punished the goats:  

“For the Lord of hosts hath visited His flock the house of Judah, and 

hath made them his goodly horse in the battle ... They shall be as 

mighty men ... they shall fight because the Lord is with them” (2-5).  

The False Prophet—the Papacy—is the “Idol Shepherd” (Zech. 

11:17), the Shepherd of the Goat-nations, blasphemously claiming to be 

God on earth, and stirring up the nations against the true Shepherd of 

the Sheep.  

The Sheep and Goat concept has many degrees of application: the 

Saints, Israel, the nations, and the individual inhabitants of the earth. In 

each case there must be a day of separation: some on the right hand, 

and some on the left. Bro. Thomas (111:408) makes a double 

application of Matt. 25:31-33—individual and national.  

Another indication of the separation of the nations into Sheep and 

Goat powers in relation to Christ appears in the various references to 

the actions of some nations as voluntarily bringing gifts. One group of 

nations—the Beast nations—we know unite to fight Christ, and their 

defeat and destruction is given in terms that appear to eliminate any 

possibility of rulers bringing gifts of peace—  

“And I saw the Beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, 

gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and 

against his army.  
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“And the Beast was taken, and with him the False Prophet.. these 

were both cast alive into a lake of fire. And the remnant were slain with 

the sword of him that sat on the horse” (Rev. 19:19-21).  

This is one picture. Then we have such prophecies as—  

“The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents: the 

kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts”   (Psa. 72:10).  

“The daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift” (Ps. 45:12).  

“Tyre’s merchandise & hire shall be holiness to the Lord” 

(Is.23:18).  

With all the foregoing, the warning and promise of Psa. 2 would 

also seem to give a strong indication that there is expected, and will be, 

different degrees of wisdom and submission manifested by the world’s 

rulers— 

“Be wise now, therefore, O ye kings ... serve the Lord with fear lest 

ye perish from the way. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.”  

Similarly, Isa. 60 seems to carry the same implication that nations as 

such will react differently and will consequently be treated differently. 

Addressing Israel in the day of her blessing and glory, it is promised—  

“The nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish: yea, 

THOSE nations shall be utterly wasted”  (v. 12).  

This would surely imply that some will submit and some will fight. 

Just previously, in v. 9, we are told—  

“The isles shall wait for Me, and the ships of Tarshish FIRST, to 

bring thy sons from afar.”  

“First” here again points to different degrees of order and alacrity in 

recognizing and submitting to the power of Christ.  

 (Conclusion)                                                     —Bro. G.V.Growcott 

Exhortation from Hymns 
In the second portion of our daily reading in Psalms 108 the first 

four verses the Psalmist David tells us: “O God, my heart is fixed; I 

will sing and give praise, even with my glory. Awake psaltery and harp: 

I myself will awake early. I will praise thee, O LORD, among the 

people: and I will sing praises unto thee among the nations. For thy 

mercy is great above the heavens: and thy truth reacheth unto the 

clouds. Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens: and thy glory 

above all the earth.” 



                                                                                                      Berean 2018—154 

 

 

So I thought we would take David’s advice of singing praises unto 

God by way of being exhorted through our Hymns. Let us take a look 

at hymn 162:    

“Come, let us anew 

our journey pursue 

Roll round with the year...” 

Most people of the world take the opportunity of a new year to stop 

and take inventory of the year that is past and greatly anticipate the year 

that is about to begin. 

They take the opportunity to reflect - to look at the successes and 

failures – good intentions and accomplishments - the goals set - and the 

achievements attained the things we shouldn’t have done and the things 

we should have done. I could continue - but I think you get the idea. 

So, if we take this idea and apply it to spiritual things, then what is 

this hymn telling us about renewal, rededication, new beginnings, an 

opportunity and a time, as a new year rolls around to make it even 

better spiritually than the year before. Well, it talks about improvement 

(talents improve) – Remember we need to use the talents God has given 

us. But improvement means doing better than we did before. The 

hymn talks about never standing still and we don’t want to be caught 

stale or stagnant when the master appears. The apostle Paul tells us in 

Philippians “But this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are 

behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press 

toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 

Jesus.” – And again in 1st. Corinthians he tells us that we “Must always 

be abounding in the work of the Lord.” we have to do more than 

maintain the status quo - we must IMPROVE. 

Improvement implies that there is a continuing growth process as 

we are exhorted in 2nd Peter 3:18 “But GROW in the grace, and in the 

knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”  But improvement 

and growth also implies adding more and more to our faith. Peter again 

tells us in his second epistle, “Whereby are given unto us exceeding 

great and precious promises; that by these ye might be partakers of the 

divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world 

through lust. And beside this, giving all diligence, ADD to your faith 

virtue; and to virtue — knowledge; and to knowledge — temperance; 

and to temperance — patience; and to patience — godliness; and to 

godliness — brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness – charity.  

For if these things be in you, and ABOUND, they make you that ye 

shall be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.”  The Apostle Paul even goes on to say in 1st Corinthians 
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13 that if we are not well rounded in these things, or if we omit even 

one of them like the last one mentioned which is charity (or love), then 

the others we have added would be of little avail. He says, “And though 

I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all 

knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove 

mountains, and have not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow all 

my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, 

and have not love, it profiteth me nothing.” So we can see the 

necessity of continually improving our talents!!! For where much is 

given, much is required. 

You see, brothers and sisters, often times we are not going in the 

direction that God wants us to travel, so He provides a situation or 

circumstance to redirect us — and when this happens, sometimes we 

get the idea that we are in control and know what is best and just keep 

on going down that same wrong path. Do you remember when Balaam 

was told by God that he shouldn’t go to Balak — and then we ask 

ourselves why would he openly defy God like he did! — but so often 

we, like Balaam, are determined to do what we want to do and try to 

arrange things to suit our own fleshly desires. If we could only 

remember that trials, troubles, and challenges are intended to be a 

teacher, an educator and a corrector, and if we go through this 

exercise on our own terms — and then wind up failing miserably — 

then we missed the lesson God wants us to learn.  So, we need to ask 

ourselves why we are in this situation, — how did I get here, — and 

what do I do to solve it? Actually, the answer to all these questions is 

found in our last hymn 56: 

If thou but suffer God to Guide thee, 

And hope in Him through all thy ways’ 

He’ll give thee strength whate’er betide thee, 

And bear thee through the evil days; 

And the one thing that is certain about this life is its uncertainty. We 

just sang hymn 151 which instructs us: 

Begone unbelief! 

Our Saviour is near, 

And for our relief 

Will surely appear 

The rough winds may wrestle, 

Our God will perform: 

With Christ in the vessel 

We smile at the storm. 
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It’s like the Apostle Paul tells us, “If God be for us, WHO can be 

against us.” Then the last verse tells us in about 31 words what I have 

been trying to say in this exhortation when it says; 

Why should we complain 

Of want or distress 

Temptation or pain? 

He told us no less:  

(all who live Godly in Christ shall suffer persecution) 

The heirs of salvation, 

We know from his word, 

Through much tribulation 

Must follow their Lord 

Now, brothers and sisters, we sing this hymn with fervor, but do we 

really live it? When we are in the midst of life’s storms and our little 

boat is being tossed to and fro, do we really Smile at the storm? We 

do, if we have enough faith. Faith is one of the main ingredients of 

weathering the storms of life. Remember the incident on the Sea of 

Galilee when there arose a great storm in the sea so violent that the ship 

was covered with waves. But, Jesus was asleep. And his disciples came 

to him and woke him up saying, Lord, save us we perish; And what did 

Christ say to them? — “Why are ye so fearful, O ye of little faith? Then 

he arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a great 

calm.” Now, here they were in the boat with God’s only son and they 

had seen the many miracles he performed, yet when things got rough, 

fear and self-preservation was a greater factor than the amount of faith 

they displayed for God and his son. Which is another reason the 

apostles in Luke asked Jesus to “increase our faith”. We would do well 

to make the same request, but it will not happen if we just sit back and 

do nothing, because “faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word 

of God.” The way to stay close to God and his son is by daily reading 

of the word and prayer. For “if we will draw nigh to God he will draw 

nigh to us.” Then hopefully our faith will be increased and we can 

confidently sing: 

 “With Christ in the vessel, we smile at the storm.”  

So, if we can follow the words of hymn 56 and allow Our Creator 

and His Elohim to guide us and have total faith and hope in Him, and 

do not let these anxious cares and worries of this life influence us, 

because we can only live one day at a time. Trying to carry tomorrow’s 

load with today’s burdens is more than we can bear. And, to worry 

about yesterday only wastes today because it is in the books, we cannot 
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change it. The only day we are sure that we have to use towards God’s 

service is this one right now! 

We are about to end this memorial service with hymn 161 which is 

full of instruction and commands we are exhorted to follow. The first 

verse tells us: 

“Brethren let us walk together in the bonds of love and peace” 

“I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk 

worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, With all lowliness and 

meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;  

Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”  

Eph. 4:1-3 

 “Can it be a question whether Brethren should from conflict 

cease” 

“If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, 

even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is 

according to godliness; He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about 

questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, 

evil surmisings.”  I Tim 6:3-4 

“Tis in union hope and joy and love increase” 

“Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but 

condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits.”  

Rom 12:16 

 “While we journey homeward, let us help each other on the 

road.” 

“And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which 

laboured with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and with others my 

fellow labourers, whose names are in the book of life.”  Philp 4:3 

“Foes on every side beset us. Snares through all the way are 

strew’d” 

“Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 

persecution.”  II Tim 3:12 

“Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 

necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I 

am weak, then am I strong.” II Corinth 12:10 

“It behoves us each to bear a brother’s load” 

“Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.”  

Gal 6:2 

We do this by helping each other, consoling each other, encouraging 

each other and loving each other in good times and in trying times.  
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“When we think how much our Father has forgiven and does 

forgive” 

“Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil 

speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: And be ye kind one to 

another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s 

sake hath forgiven you.” Eph 4:31-32 – 

 For Christ warns us in Matthew chapter 6: “For if ye forgive men 

their trespasses, your Heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if you 

forgive men not their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 

trespasses.” 

“Brethren, we should learn the rather free from wrath and strife 

to live” 

“Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory;”  Philp 2:3 

“Far removing all that might offend or grieve.”  

“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a 

cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth 

so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set 

before us.” Heb 12:1 

“Then let each esteem his brother better than himself to be.” 

“but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than 

themselves.”  Philp 2:3 

“And let each prefer another, full of love from envy free.” 

“Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honor 

preferring one another;” Rom 12:10 

“Happy are we when in this we all agree” 

“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions 

among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind 

and in the same judgment.” I Corinth 1:10 

What about Prayer and Hymns? 

Jonah in the belly of a fish — Jonah 2:2 “And said, I cried by 

reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and he heard me; out of the 

belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest my voice.”  

Effect - God heard and delivered him from the fish’s belly.  

Lesson - obedience and repentance.  

Example – Remember the day you were baptized when everyone 

sang the words of hymn 71 –  

The water purifies, O Lord! 

The heart that seeks Thy face, 
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In the obedience of Thy Word, 

To know Thy saving grace.   

Nehemiah prayed while handing wine to a king — Nehemiah 2:3 

“And said unto the king, Let the king live forever: why should not my 

countenance be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers’ sepulchers, 

lieth waste, and the gates thereof are consumed with fire?  Then the 

king said unto me, For what dost thou make request? So I prayed to the 

God of heaven.  And I said unto the king, If it please the king, and if thy 

servant have found favor in thy sight, that thou wouldest send me unto 

Judah, unto the city of my fathers’ sepulchers, that I may build it.  And 

the king said unto me, (the queen also sitting by him,) For how long 

shall thy journey be? and when wilt thou return? So it pleased the king 

to send me; and I set him a time.”  

Effect – rebuild the walls.  

Lesson – faith in God’s guidance as we often sing again in Hymn 56- 

If thou but suffer God to guide thee, 

And hope in Him through all thy ways, 

He’ll give thee strength whate’er betide thee, 

And bear thee through the evil days. 

Example – Remember God’s way is not always what we want or 

what we think we want. 

Proverbs 16:9, “A man’s heart deviseth his way: but the LORD 

directeth his steps.” 

The Disciples prayed in the open by the seashore in Acts 21:4 - 

“And finding disciples we tarried there seven days: who said to Paul 

through the Spirit, that he should not go up to Jerusalem. And when we 

had accomplished those days, we departed and went our way; and they 

all brought us on our way, with wives and children, till we were out of 

the city: and we kneeled down on the shore, and prayed.”  

Effect – Confidence in God’s will.  

Lesson – love for all. 

Example – Here I choose to quote from hymn 137  

  O God, who didst Thy will unfold, 

  In wondrous modes, to saints of old, 

  By dream, by oracle, by seer, 

  Wilt Thou not still Thy people hear?  

For service - Luke 10:2 – “The harvest truly is great, but the 

laborers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he 

would send forth laborers into his harvest.” 
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Effect – spreading forth the Truth. 

Lesson - As we are exhorted in hymn 163: 

  Heed we the Steward’s call,  
  There’s room enough for all, 
  The service of our Lord 
  Constant labour will afford, 
  He will your work reward, 
  Work, brethren, work! 
But the most important hymn we sing is our Memorial hymn in 

which we remember Christ through the emblems of the Bread and 
Wine such as in hymn 84: 

By Christ redeemed, in Christ restored, 
We keep the memory adored, 
And show the death of our dear Lord 
Until he come! 

Act 20:7,  “And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples 
came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them.” 

1Co 11:26,  “For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come.” 

His body given, as he said, 

We see in this memorial bread; 
And so our feeble love is fed 

Until he come! 
His fearful drops of agony, 
His life-blood, shed for us, we see; 
The wine shall tell the mystery 
Until he come! 

John 6:51,  “I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if 
any man eat of this bread, he shall live forever: and the bread that I 
will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” 

 John 6:53,  “Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye 
have no life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath 
eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.” 

John 6:55,  “For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink 
indeed. He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, 
and I in him.” 

And thus that dark betrayal-night 
With his blest advent we unite - 
The shame! the glory! by this rite, 
Until he come! 
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Luke 22:41,  “And he was withdrawn from them about a stone’s 

cast, and kneeled down, and prayed, Saying, Father, if thou be willing, 

remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.” 

Luke 22:44,  “And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and 

his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the 

ground.” 

Until the trump of God be heard, 

Until the ancient graves be stirred, 

And with the great commanding word 

The Lord shall come. 

1Thess. 4:16,  “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 

with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 

God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first.” 

O, blessed hope! with this elate 

Let not our hearts be desolate; 

But strong, in faith, in patience wait 

Until he come! 

1Thess. 1:3-4,  “Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, 

and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in 

the sight of God and our Father; So that we ourselves glory in you in 

the ecclesias of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions 

and tribulations that ye endure:” 

Heb 10:36,  “For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done 

the will of God, ye might receive the promise.” 

We meet here this morning to Memorialize the death and 

resurrection of our Lord and Master Jesus Christ.  And we’re told, 

Greater LOVE hath no man then this – that a man lay down his life for 

his friends.”   

He willingly and lovingly laid down his life for us (his friends) – 

But are we his friends? — For he said “you are my friends IF you do 

whatsoever I command you.” — So to continue to be friends with 

Christ, we MUST OBEY his commands.  And we are told that his 

commandments are not grievous.  

On another occasion he said “IF you LOVE me, keep my 

commandments.” — and here is that all powerful and all- encompassing 

word again — LOVE. 

But have you ever thought about the reverse of this quote?  I mean 

if we don’t keep Christ’s commandments, — does that mean that we 

have a lack of LOVE for him on our part? We need to remember Paul’s 
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instruction concerning FAITH – HOPE – CHARITY (LOVE) BUT 

THE GREATEST OF THESE IS LOVE. 

These few hymns that we have discussed this morning are but a 

sample of the beautiful exhortations we can receive from our hymns if 

we concentrate on the message they convey to us as we sing these 

hymns with spirit of joy to our Heavenly Father. For as Paul tells us in 

Colossians 3:16-17, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 

wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns 

and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And 

whatsoever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of Jesus, giving 

thanks to God and the Father by him.”                 —Bro. Jerry Connolly 

 

Signs -  Russia, Vienna, Washington 

I’m not sure the sanctions on Russia, play much of a role in the 
overall scope of things. I have never found it possible to project how 
God will accomplish His ends. His end is much easier to project, 
though how He gets to that end is full of surprises, and often 
counterintuitive for us. 

For instance, will sanctions on Russia by the US drive Russia out of 
Syria? No! Syria is the typical “King of the North,” just as Egypt is the 
typical “King of the South”. Whatever nations play the final role in these 
battles, will do so with the blessing and occupation of their respective 
types. 

If I had to guess as to the effect of the current relationship between 
the US and Russia, I would guess that the very hardline position taken 
by the Trump administration in the Divine plan, is to bring Russia to the 
peace table. A dictatorial autocrat will take advantage of weakness, but 
will sue for peace in the face of opposition. Strong moves by the 
Americans will be more likely to bring the peace necessary for the 
return of Christ, than to generate war. 

Bro. Lee Freeburg, recently in Lampasas, reminded us many of the 
clues relative to the prophesy of Ezekiel 38. Among the clues he 
discussed was this: 

Eze. 38:10-12 “Thus saith the Lord GOD; It shall also come to pass, 
that at the same time shall things come into thy mind, and thou shalt 
think an evil thought: And thou shalt say, I will go up to the land of 
unwalled villages; I WILL GO TO THEM THAT ARE AT REST, THAT 
DWELL SAFELY, ALL OF THEM DWELLING WITHOUT WALLS, AND 
HAVING NEITHER BARS NOR GATES, To take a spoil, and to take a 
prey; to turn thine hand upon the desolate places that are now 
inhabited, and upon the people that are gathered out of the nations, 
which have gotten cattle and goods, that dwell in the midst of the land.” 

In the situation Ezekiel describes, Israel must be comfortable with 
their situation, so that they feel that they are dwelling in peace. This is 
consistent with Paul’s warning to us about the time of the end: 
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Thess. 5:1-4, “But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have 
no need that I write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly that the 
day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For WHEN THEY 
SHALL SAY, PEACE AND SAFETY; THEN SUDDEN DESTRUCTION 
COMETH upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they 
shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day 
should overtake you as a thief.” 

Now, again, while I have always found it most difficult to project how 
God creates the situations that He promises He will create, we might 
speculate that this condition of perceived peace will be brought about 
by some sort of mutually accepted peace agreement. And the key to 
getting this peace agreement, may be to convince Russia that a peace 
agreement is in their best interest, at least for the present time. 

To this end, the Trump administration has really turned the heat up 
on Russia from the beginning of its administration, starting with missile 
strike against Russia’s ally Syria. President Trump followed this with 
expanding drilling for fossil fuels in the ANWR (Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge), attempting to attack the Russian economy at her most 
vulnerable spot, gas and oil. Russia has been a big proponent of the 
Iran Nuclear deal, and President Trump has been promising to end the 
US involvement in it since before he was elected. The two most recent 
changes among his cabinet officers, were to remove two men who 
supported the Iran deal, and replace them with two men who are dead 
set against it. (One of these men, John Boulton, is an unapologetic 
supporter of the US involvement in Gulf War 2, against Iraq. Boulton 
has said before that the Iraq war was necessary to stop Saddam 
Hussein’s involvement in the Palestinian Intifada, and he was right. 
When Saddam Hussein went away, with his promised rewards to 
Palestinians for Jewish deaths, the Intifada went away. John Boulton is 
a fierce supported of Israel and has been a vocal critic of the Iran 
nuclear deal from its inception.) 

Then there was the fierce response by the US, against the Russian 
attack against the Kurds in Northern Syria, which resulted in 300 dead 
or wounded soldiers, some of which were Russian, some Syrian and 
some Iranian. The US has demanded Russia recognize the Euphrates 
in Syria as the line of demarcation between US and Russian forces. 
This battle took place when Russia tried to cross the Euphrates. There 
were also the sanctions of Russian business men (oligarchs) over 
meddling in the 2016 election. And probably the most aggressive move 
against Russia, and that which irritates Russia the most was President 
Trump’s decision to arm Ukraine. 

Then we come to this month, where we see the Saudi visit by the 
Crown Prince, result in an increase to an armament deal with Saudi 
Arabia, upping the value of Arms to almost a billion dollars. This is in 
direct response to the arming taking place by a Russian ally, Iran. Then 
most recently the US ordered the closing of the Seattle Russian 
Consulate, and the expulsion of 60 Russians from the US. 
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Will this pressure force Russia to the peace table or will peace and 
safety be obtained some other way? We can’t say, but we can watch, 
that we are not in darkness and overtaken as a thief in the night. 

The other factor in the most recent sanctions over the poisoning of 
the Russian double agent in Britain, was the reaction of Europe. The 
following is from the New York Times: 

WASHINGTON — President Trump ordered the expulsion of 60 
Russians from the United States on Monday, adding to a growing 
cascade of similar actions taken by western allies in response to 
Russia’s alleged poisoning of a former Russian spy in Britain. 
 
Poland, Italy, Denmark, France and Germany were among 14 
European Union member nations announcing plans to expel Russians 
from their countries in solidarity with Britain, which previously expelled 
23 Russian diplomats after the poisoning. Canada also said it would 
expel four. [END QUOTE] 

That which seems out of place in the above, are the 14 European 
nations standing against Russia. The clues from Ezekiel 38 concerning 
who comes with Russia are Magog (Germany,) Gomer (France,) 
Togarmah (Turkey,) Persia (Iran,) Cush (Iraq) and Libya. Germany and 
France and the other 14 EU members will be with Russia, not 
sanctioning Russia at the time of the end. (I’m not sure the NY Times 
got this right, as the solidarity is between NATO states, not the EU, but 
I’ll use their numbers without checking.) 

How does this alignment with Europe and Russia take place? I think 
we already see it happening. The populist movement in Europe, 
sometimes called a nationalist movement, is entirely sponsored by 
Russia. The following is a story from early 2017 by NBC News. 

VIENNA — While U.S. intelligence agencies investigate claims that 
Russia secretly hacked emails to help tip last year’s elections in favor 
of Donald Trump, Russia’s push to bolster far-right populist politicians 
in Europe has been far more blatant. 

Under President Vladimir Putin, Russia is working to empower 
Europe’s far-right and Eurosceptic parties with offers of cooperation, 
loans, political cover and propaganda. Such love has not gone 
unrequited: European populists are answering back with fulsome praise 
for Russia, its foreign policy and its strongman leader. 

The love affair comes as euro-skeptic candidates prepare to face 
mainstream politicians in crucial elections looming on the horizon: 
Dutch elections next month, French elections in spring, German 
elections sometime in autumn and Italian elections at a still 
undetermined date. 

From the Russian side, empowering anti-European Union populists 
has the obvious benefit of helping erode the strength of European 
institutions that Moscow has long considered enemies. 

For Europe’s extreme right, the benefits of embracing Putin are 
more abstract and ideological, said Markus Wagner, a political science 
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professor at the University of Vienna. They see Putin as the kind of 
patriotic hero who prizes national traditions and realpolitik over the 
internationalism and openness that have long characterized Western 
liberalism. 

“There is a very clear stance from the Russian government that they 
are in support of populist radical right candidates,” said Markus 
Wagner, a political science professor at the University of Vienna. 

Like Putin, such parties tend to be “very anti-immigration, they’re 
very tough on law and order and anti-terrorism and they have a certain 
sympathy toward Russian policies or the current Russian government,” 
he said. 

In just the past few weeks, Russian state media (and even its like-
minded private media) have been using innuendo and rumor to openly 
demonize French presidential candidate Emmanuel Macron, whose 
centrist platform is now a direct threat to Kremlin favorite Marine Le 
Pen and her National Front Party. 

In December, Russia’s ruling party signed a five-year “cooperation 
agreement” with Austria’s anti-immigrant Freedom Party, led by Norbert 
Hofer. 

Moscow’s entreaty to Austria comes only two years after a Russia-
backed bank extended a nine million euro loan to Le Pen’s National 
Front. Facing two competitive elections this year, Le Pen has 
considered going back to a Kremlin-backed bank to fill her party’s $21 
million shortfall. 

Both Le Pen and Hofer have said their positions toward Moscow 
amount to politics as usual. Le Pen has denied that she was seeking 
additional money from Moscow and said the previous loan came with 
no policy strings attached. 

Hofer said his cooperation deal with Putin’s ruling party was actually 
a gesture toward peace. 

“This is not about the ideological similarities. Instead, it’s about 
finding peaceful cooperation,” he said. “There is no [financial] support. 
It’s really just about contacts. There have been claims that we would be 
financially supported from Russia. That’s absolutely not the case.” 

The mutual affection has sparked anxiety among Europe’s 
mainstream political class who worry about a repeat of the confusion 
that followed the American elections. German authorities spent months 
investigating potential Russian hacks and misinformation (they later 
ruled out direct Russian espionage). 

Until the succession of European elections, it will be difficult to 
determine whether such moves get results – particularly since rightwing 
parties and Putin enjoy genuine affection among some European 
voters. 

But for those who oppose the extreme right, Trump’s election and its 
attendant Russian intrigue do not augur well. [END QUOTE] 
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Now the elections in question in the above articles have already 
now taken place, and the populist parties finished second in most of the 
races. They effectively tied Germany up for a few months from being 
able to form a government, but did not, in the end win anything. But the 
strong presence of this movement is what counts. 

The rebirth of capitalism in the USA, which is probably soon to be 
reborn in Britain as well as she moves further away from the socialist 
Europe, will put a terrible strain on Europe. Socialism can never 
compete with true Capitalism. That is why the Scriptures call that 
system “unclean.” Europe is destined to find out this painful lesson, 
very soon. 

Recently I came across a story about Sweden and trash burning for 
energy. They were doing a great thing for the environment by burning 
trash, and getting energy out of process, which was becoming a 
significant portion of Sweden’s energy source. It was generally lauded 
by those who read the story. What the story didn’t say was anything 
about the cost of doing this. 

I knew a little about this process, as before 2010, the city of Austin, 
which is where I work, invested in a trash burning plant, (called more 
properly, a bio mass energy plant) and committed to take a certain 
amount of energy from it. It was a total disaster. The price of energy 
from such a plant ended up 5 times greater than natural gas. It was half 
as efficient in turning carbon into energy than natural gas, placed three 
times the amount of carbon into the atmosphere. And modern landfills 
actually put less greenhouse gases into the atmosphere as do modern 
landfills for disposing of waste, and those cost figures did not include 
shipping costs, which were greater.  

But in a socialist country, costs can be enforced upon a society 
under threat of law. In Austin, if the city tried to charge for energy what 
the cost would demand, we would simply go to another source for 
energy. In a socialist country, you are a slave to the state, and must 
take their energy. So while energy costs in Austin are less than 10 
cents per kilowatt hour for corporate users, (less for residence) in 
Sweden, the price is 24 cents. And they admit that their price of energy 
is held down by a very low demand for energy, as producing 
companies have had to leave Sweden, to be able to compete in the 
worldwide market 

While Sweden and energy is a tiny example, this does explain the 
problems socialist countries have in competing with non-socialist 
states. It explains what will happen to Europe, as Britain and the US 
throw off socialist constraints, and how and why this minority of 
European populists will ultimately become the majority in European 
states, and then be in position to join with Russia for helping them 
throw off state enforced restraints which will have bankrupted them. 
Then Europe will head south with the divinely stated goal of “taking a 
spoil.” 

It will be noted in the article from NBC, that immigration is a major 
part of the equation bringing Russia populism to Europe. Europeans 
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are losing their countries to Middle Eastern immigrants and are not 
happy about it. Now these Middle Eastern immigrants are Sunni 
Muslim, not the Russian allies that are all Shia Muslim. Even the Syrian 
immigrants are Sunni, and the Alawite (Shia) minority rules Sunni 
Syria, and those leaving are the Sunni. So it will not affect Russia’s 
relationship with Syria, Iraq, and Iran to persecute the Sunni Muslim in 
Europe, as Russia becomes the hero of the nationalist Catholic 
European states. 

So yes, Europe today sanctions Russia, but a very different era is 

quite visibly on the horizon.                                        —Bro. Jim Phillips 

Meditations— Deity’s Ways No. 105 

WITH dramatic suddenness has the world been plunged into war—

the greatest in history. Millions of men are now engaged in the 

struggle, and the numbers are increasing. The results of the conflict are 

already staggering—hundreds of thousands have been slain; 

unimaginable cruelties perpetrated; cities, towns, and villages 

plundered and devastated; fortresses shattered; battleships blown up. 

And yet this is only the beginning of sorrows! The prospect is 

appalling. Many are haunted, morning, noon, and night, by the dreadful 

outlook, and no wonder. But Christadelphians must neither lose their 

reason nor their faith. In their fears and anxieties they must conjure up 

the comforts and assurances of the scriptures. The war has not placed 

God in peril, nor will it interfere in the slightest with His promises. 

What is happening is in reality for His children’s sakes (2 Cor. 4:15). 

The war is of God, and so will be its issues (Amos 3:6). Not a battle 

could be fought—not an engagement won or lost—apart from His 

knowledge, permission, and will. The resources, too, of God are 

infinitely more potent than those of man. He does not depend upon 

swords and spears and flesh and blood (Isa. 31:3). He has but to will it 

to throw the most perfect army into confusion, or send the mightiest 

ironclad to the bottom of the sea. Let us be trustful. God’s eyes are not 

only on the soldiers and sailors, but also on us; and more—His ear is 

open to the cry of His children. “Who is he that will harm you, if ye be 

followers of that which is good?” 

Shall we petition against conscription now? Reasons are advanced 

by estimable and thoughtful brethren for and against the proposal. As 

we discuss the question, brethren, let us deal fairly and considerately 

with one another, and let us not resort to harsh language, or 

misrepresentation. Although the question is a serious one, it is not vital. 

God has not expressed His mind upon it. It is matter for the exercise of 
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individual judgment, and not for coercion. Room must be left for 

liberty of conscience. Unless brethren are tactful and careful, this is a 

matter that will breed mischief. The seeds of lasting bitterness are 

easily sown. Let us not overlook the fact that, so far as we can tell, 

there may be as much trust in God, as much concern for the best 

interests of His truth, as much genuine love and ardent wish for the 

peace and safety of Christadelphians, on the side of those who say 

postpone petitioning as on the side of those who advise acting at once. 

Unanimity, of course, is desirable, but if unanimity cannot be got, then 

let those who are greatly moved send in their petition, but let them not 

judge or condemn those who regard the step as inexpedient and unwise. 

Whichever view we take, let us not forget that time spent for the 

salvation of men’s souls is better than time spent for the salvation of 

their bodies; and that a scripturally-presented petition to God in heaven 

is of greater worth than any which might be presented to men at 

Westminster. 

An atheistic champion, such as Mr. Bradlaugh, was shunned in 

society some time ago, but now he is accounted a harmless, respectable 

person. The infidel is pleased to advertise the change, and to speak of it 

as a sign of the world’s improvement. It is a sign, not of improvement, 

but of greater wickedness. It is a herald of that utterly faithless 

condition which Christ said should characterise the day of his coming 

(Luke 17:26–30: 18:8). Better the untrue doctrine of the trinity than the 

doctrine of no God—better the fables of the soul’s immortality and 

paradise-going than the cold, comfortless dogmas of materialists. So 

unfair, so prejudiced, so manifestly adverse to Bible truth, is the 

champion infidel. He is ready to endorse and make capital out of the 

failings of Old and New Testament worthies but is silent as regards 

their virtues. So keen is he to point out the wickedness of Constantine 

the Great and Henry VIII., but so blind to the peerless deeds and 

superhuman achievements of the equally historic Christ. Who is to 

blame for the growing unbelief? Men generally; school teachers, 

medical men, newspaper and magazine writers, scientists, parsons, 

heads of families, all are committed to the wicked work. A day of 

reckoning is ahead, of which the nations are now experiencing a 

foretaste. The chief sinner in the latter-day onslaught on the true and 

well-attested word of the Great Creator is Germany. 

Gentile apostasy is an unanswerable proof of the divinity of the 

scriptures. Brother Roberts was well persuaded of this or he would 
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never have made it his opening argument in his six nights’ debate with 

Bradlaugh. If the scriptures be true, argued our brother, we ought to 

have at this time a corrupt Christianity, with a revolting history, as the 

basis of the political system of Europe. Was not such the case? Could 

Bradlaugh deny it? How could he, in view of the infamous character he 

gave Christendom, and his efforts to separate Church from State? Now 

how did Bradlaugh meet our brother’s argument? He did not meet it—

he left it severely alone—as is shown by the published report. How this 

omission speaks to us of the strength of the argument, and the inability 

of the arch-infidel to grapple with it. To emphasise Christendom’s 

wickedness, as did Bradlaugh, was simply to emphasise brother 

Roberts’ point. This wickedness was no outcome of Bible teaching, but 

a complete perversion of it. To show that the world had remained 

pagan, or had been loyal to the truth, would have been Bradlaugh’s 

only means of defeating brother Roberts, or proving the scriptures 

false, as our brother observed after the debate was over. 

Great and general unrest preceded the French Revolution. “Men’s 

minds were in a universal ferment,” says Thiers. “The whole 

framework of society seemed to be decomposed,” says Alison. Mr. F. 

B. Meyer, therefore, was not wrong in likening our unusually troublous 

times to those which marked the closing years of the eighteenth 

century. Mr. Meyer might have carried his analogy further. There is in 

Christendom an all-round correspondence between now and the days of 

the Revolution. Society is corrupt. The churches are festering with 

agnosticism and unbelief. Politics are a scandal, a failure and a 

disgrace. What Carlyle wrote concerning the past is now strikingly 

applicable— “The end of an epoch has come”— “All is wrong and 

gone out of joint”— “Evil abounds and accumulates”—”Faith is gone 

out; scepticism is come in”— “They see no God”—”Our church is 

haltered, dumb”— “Fools, that expect your verdant Millennium, and 

nothing but Love and Abundance, brooks running wine, woods 

whispering music, with the whole ground and basis of your existence 

champed with sensuality; which, growing deeper, will soon have not 

bottom but the Abyss”— “Dance on, ye foolish ones; ye sought not 

wisdom, neither have ye found it. Ye and your fathers have sown the 

wind, ye shall reap the whirlwind.” Just for the moment, all this may 

not be apparent. Whilst the war lasts there is, among the classes, a kind 

of Herod and Pilate unity. When the war is over, the democracy will 

speak, and the closing drama will commence. 

                                                                —Bro. A.T. Jannaway  1913 
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Cornelius’ Prayer 
QUESTION: Cornelius was a Gentile, yet his prayer was heard 

(See Acts 10:4, 21). When did the Deity begin to shut His ear to 

prayers from such? 

ANSWER: Cornelius was not a Gentile pure and simple; he was a 

Roman centurion who had discarded the Pagan mythology of Rome for 

the God of Israel, among whose people he was stationed, as shown by 

his prayer to Him; and who had identified himself closely with the 

Jews, as indicated in his “much alms” to them. For such, there was 

provision under the Law (Exo. 12:48-49; Num. 9:14, 15:16—  

“When a stranger shall sojourn with thee, and will keep the 

passover of the Lord, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him 

come near and keep it, and he shall be as one that is born in the land.”  

This class of appreciative stranger to which Cornelius belonged, is 

thus addressed in Isaiah 56:37—  

“Neither let the son of the stranger that hath joined himself to the 

Lord speak, saying, The Lord hath utterly separated me from his 

people. I will bring them to My holy mountain and make them joyful in 

My House of Prayer.”  

Devout Gentiles, who cast away the gods of the heathen and “joined 

themselves to the Lord,” were known as “proselytes” (Acts 2:10), and 

were allowed to worship at Jerusalem, as in the case of the eunuch to 

whom Philip preached the Word (Acts 8:27).  

A court in the Temple was provided for them, and known as “the 

court of the Gentiles.” The “proselytes of the gate,” as they were called, 

were recognised worshippers. They approached God in the only way 

then open to the Gentiles.  

God never has shut His ear against those who have come to Him in 

the way appointed. But a wider gate was opened when Peter was 

commissioned to announce, in connection with the case of Cornelius, 

the abolition of “the middle wall of partition; and the free admission of 

the Gentiles, upon the terms then disclosed, as—  

“Fellow heirs of the same body, and partakers of the promise in 

Christ by the Gospel” (Eph. 3:6).  

All Gentiles are at liberty to partake of “the promise in Christ by the 

Gospel” but in no other way. Such as are inclined to take “heart of 

grace” from the case of Cornelius must remember that Cornelius was in 

the right way, so far as it was possible for a Gentile to be. Therefore, 

his prayers were heard and the way of life opened to him by angel. 

      —Bro. Robert Roberts  
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Letter on Fellowship - GVG 

Dear brother—  

In considering your questions, there is one point of which we can be 

sure at the outset—sincerity and earnestness alone are not enough. I 

believe the clearest and most striking evidence of this is Paul’s 

statement about the Jews in Rom. 10:2-3—  

“I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but NOT 

ACCORDING TO KNOWLEDGE. For they being ignorant of God’s 

righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, 

have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.”  

Paul himself was a perfect example of this—fanatically earnest and 

sincere, but still terribly astray from the Truth and misguidedly 

destroying God’s people and aiding their enemies.  

Many in the world today, though far from the Truth, are agonizingly 

sincere and earnest. Jesus said—  

“The time cometh that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth 

God service” (John 16:2).  

There are many things besides earnestness and sincerity that are 

necessary to make a man acceptable and useful to God.  

* * * 

You ask: “What is our true relation to those who use the name 

Christadelphian and believe its general principles but do not recognize 

the need for standing aside from certain errors?”  

I believe there is only one place that we can draw the line of 

distinction, and that is the point of fellowship. There is no other logical 

stopping point or dividing line. We are either in holy communion and 

fellowship with another, or we are not. All distinctions outside that are 

secondary.  

If the difference between us is such that fellowship is not 

possible, then the difference between us is VERY IMPORTANT, 

for fellowship is the most important thing in life.  

We must each decide where the commands of God lead us to draw 

the line of fellowship. Having prayerfully and to the best of our ability 

determined that point, then all mankind fall into 2 classes and only 2—

those with whom we fellowship on the one hand, and all the rest of the 

world on the other.  

This is not, of course, to say there are no distinctions in all the rest 

of the world, for there are secondary distinctions, but they in no way 

compare with this primary dividing line.  
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* * * 

Of that large general class in the world with whom we do not 

fellowship, there is one particular section that has a bearing on this 

question. In 2 Thess. 3:14-15, Paul says— 

“If any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and 

have no company with him, that he may be ashamed. Yet count him not 

as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.”  

Part of the “word by this epistle” was to “withdraw from those who 

did not walk according to the tradition” (teaching) of Paul—see v. 6 of 

same chapter. If any refuse to withdraw when they should withdraw, 

they are “not obeying our word by this epistle.”  

In these vs. 14-15 Paul introduces a class with whom we are to have 

no company, yet we are not to count them as enemies, but to admonish 

them as (erring) brethren. This is not out of harmony with Jesus’ 

command (Matt. 18:17)—  

“If he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as a heathen 

man and a publican.”  

To be “as a heathen or a publican” is the same as to have no 

company. (We are not to treat heathens and publicans as enemies—

Jesus does not contradict Paul here—I believe he uses the terms 

heathen and publican to emphasize the separation, the not keeping 

company.)  

It seems to me that these words of Jesus and Paul define our 

relationship to those groups that go under the general classification of 

Christadelphians, just about as well as possible. (I do not like to use the 

term “other fellowships,” because it is a self-contradiction—there can 

truly be only ONE Fellowship).  

* * * 

As to the question of supporting them by attendance at their lectures 

and other activities, this is unwise, and is contrary to sound Scriptural 

principles of a clear separation. Let us pause, and think it through, and 

judge it by its fruits. Where does such a course lead? Where has it led 

in the past? Its only effects can be—  

1. An encouraging of them in the course they are mistakenly 

following, instead of faithfully warning them:  

2. Weakening the unity and distinctness of our own fellowship, and 

misleading the weaker ones among us, perhaps to their own 

destruction, instead of strengthening them, and  
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3. Blurring the clear edges of the scriptural precepts of Truth and 

sound fellowship, instead of shining with a sharp, distinct light and 

sounding with a clear, unambiguous trumpet.  

Its final result can only be a disintegration of what we are striving to 

build up and hold together, and an eventual drift with all the rest into a 

shapeless, powerless, lifeless, “Reunion” after the tragic pattern 

repeated over and over since the days of Noah.  

Let us rather DRAW MORE CLOSELY TOGETHER AMONG 

OURSELVES in love and unity and fellowship. There is always much 

to be done that is constructive.  

Those of us who have attended lectures and activities of other 

groups—let us be very honest and frank with ourselves (for these are 

issues of life and death), and ask ourselves—  

Do we wholeheartedly, and actively, and faithfully, attend and 

support and encourage and participate in all the activities of our own 

ecclesia and fellowship?  

Let us each examine his own heart, in the searching light of the 

Word of Him to Whom everything is naked and open. We should be 

trying to teach our young, by precept and consistent example, the deep 

value and meaning and beauty of true scriptural fellowship.  

We find this viewpoint, no matter how gently it is presented, causes 

intense bitterness and intolerance on the part of those whose outlook is 

broader (though they speak so much of “love” and “mercy”), but 

bitterness on the part of the great majority has always been the 

reception the Truth of God has received. It is far too narrow and holy 

and exacting and humiliating to the mind of the flesh. We should do 

everything we can (faithfully) to avoid causing bitterness, but it should 

never influence us from the path of right.  

True indeed, the more mercy that God in righteousness is able to 

show in the end, the happier every loving child of God will be, but it is 

not for us at present to confuse the issue and corrupt the Truth by 

justifying unfaithfulness in fellowship on the plea of “mercy.” It is not 

true mercy to encourage what is wrong.  

These other groups are “separated brethren”—brethren to be kept 

separate from and admonished, but not to be regarded with enmity or 

bitterness. Our only PRACTICAL problem is how to act in relation to 

them. Paul settles this clearly, as seen above.  

* * * 
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As to how we are to abstractly consider them, or try to determine 

their position before God (present or ultimate), I do not regard this as a 

profitable consideration.  

The “Body of Christ” is, in the ultimate sense, the approved—the 

redeemed—the glorified. Who will ultimately constitute this Body 

obviously we cannot say. That is the great purpose of the judgment-seat 

of Christ. “Judge nothing before the time.”  

As to the present application of this expression (Body of Christ), 

that at best can be but a tentative consideration. Paul says (Heb. 3: 6, 

14)—  

“Whose House (Body) are we IF we hold fast . . . we are made 

partakers of Christ (his Body) IF we hold stedfast.”  

At any particular time, therefore, the present constitution of the 

Body is but tentative and potential. So we cannot apply the term to any 

at present in an absolute sense. I certainly believe it would be unwise 

and questionable to apply this term “Body of Christ” to any with whom 

we can not in faithfulness break bread, for the Scriptures obviously 

restrict the term in its true sense to the faithful, and if we consider a 

man to be faithful in the scriptural sense, we have no right to stand 

aside from him in fellowship.  

Jesus said, “Judge not, that ye be not judged” (Matt 7:1). He also 

said, “Judge righteous judgment” (John 7:24). The mind of the flesh 

will play those 2 statements against each other—the mind of the Spirit 

will perceive their harmony.  

We have judged to the extent of standing aside from those who do 

not fully accept and apply what we believe to be the first principles of 

fellowship. To this extent we have judged and must judge. We believe 

these “brethren” are in error in the position of fellowship they take, and 

we believe faithfulness calls for a standing aside and a testifying 

against their error (admonition), and an endeavour to persuade them to 

forsake the error. James says— 

“Brethren, if any of you do err from the Truth, and one convert 

him, let him know that he which converteth a sinner from the error of 

his ways shall save a soul from death, and shall  hide a multitude of 

sins” (5:19-20).  

Beyond this, I would rather hope, and not judge. Jesus said—  

“Unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required” 

(Luke 12:48).  

From this it would appear that responsibility varies according to 

capability and opportunity and circumstance. Paul says—  
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“What have I to do to judge those that are without? Those that are 

without, God judgeth” (1 Cor. 5:12-13).  

Once we have faithfully testified by separating in fellowship, I 

believe we should leave all further judging to God (though not 

neglecting to try to persuade them, and warn others, of the 

unsoundness of their position).  

But our main concern and duty is with the “things that remain.” 

These we are exhorted to build up and “strengthen,” and to carry the 

good news of the Kingdom to the world.  

* * * 

On the matter of fellowship—the greatest single problem and hazard 

in the Truth—we must simply find out what the Scriptures say, and 

OBEY THEM. As soon as we begin to philosophize away the clear 

instruction of Scripture, we can end up making black white, and 

making shipwreck of the Faith. Such is the mind of the flesh.  

“Come out from among them, and BE SEPARATE” is a very deep, 

and wise, and sound, and clear, and simple, principle. The more fully 

we comprehend its implications, the safer the Truth is in our hands, and 

the better chance it has to stay alive in the earth.  

                                           —Sincerely your brother, G. V. Growcott  

 

“We Shall Reign on Earth” 
“Thou hast redeemed us to God by thy blood . . . and hast made us unto 

our God kings and priests, and we shall reign on the earth”—Rev. 3:9-10 

It is written in the prophet Micah (4:3-8) that—  

“The Lord shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong 
nations afar off (from Jerusalem)”  

And as the result thereof—  

“They shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears 
into scythes; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more. But they shall sit every man under his vine 
and under his fig tree; and none shall make them afraid.” And— 

“In that day, saith the Lord, I shall assemble” Israel, “and make 
them a strong nation; and the  Lord shall reign over them in Mount 
Zion, from thenceforth, even for ever.” And— 

“Unto thee, O Zion, shall it come, even the first dominion; the 
kingdom shall come to the daughter of Jerusalem.”  

And the judge, who shall be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth 
have been from everlasting—  

“. . . shall stand and feed in the strength of Jehovah, in the Majesty 
of the Name of the Lord his God; and Israel shall abide; for He shall be 
great to the ends of the earth.  
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“And this man (Christ the Lord) shall be the peace when the 
Assyrian (the Russo-Assyrian) shall come into our (Israel’s) land.  

“Assyria shall be wasted with the sword, and the land of Nimrod in 
the entrances thereof; thus shall He (the Judge of Israel) deliver us from 
the Assyrian (Gog) when he cometh into our land.  

“And the remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many people as a 
dew from the Lord, as showers upon the grass, that tarrieth not for man 
nor waiteth for the sons of men.  

“And the remnant of Jacob shall be among the Gentiles in the midst 
of many people as a lion among the beasts of the forest, as a young lion 
among the flocks of sheep, who, if he go through, both treadeth down, 
and teareth in pieces, and none can deliver. Thine hand shall be lifted 
up upon thine adversaries; all thine enemies shall be cut off.  

“And I will execute vengeance in anger and fury upon the heathen, 
such as they have not heard” (Mic. 5:1-15).  

From this passage, which is only a specimen of the general tenor of 
the law and the testimony we are informed—  

1. That the nations are to be subdued, and that universal peace shall 
prevail in consequence;  

2. That when this shall occur, the Israelites shall become a strong 
nation;  

3. That they shall then constitute a KINGDOM;  

4. That the Judge of Israel, formerly treated with indignity, shall be 
their King;  

5. That Jerusalem shall be the metropolis, and Mount Zion the 
throne, of the Kingdom.  

Such is the revealed purpose of the Most High. But a consummation 
like this requires preparation; and that, too, a very long one; especially 
as it is to be developed upon certain moral, as well as political, 
principles. When the time shall come for the Kingdom to be possessed, 
it will be said to the heirs of it, “Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” From 
this, it appears that the work of preparing the Kingdom takes from the 
foundation of the world to the resurrection of the dead.  

All this time the Kingdom is preparing; but when the King 
descends, and rebukes the nations, and wastes the land of Nimrod with 
the sword, and makes Israel a strong nation, it will then be said that the 
Kingdom is prepared.  

The reader will probably inquire, What does this work of 
preparation consist in, that it should take so long a time? This is an 
important question, and, in reply, I remark that if physical force only 
were employed in preparing the Kingdom, it need not take so long. A 
kingdom may be set up in a few days, and abolished as speedily, as we 
have witnessed in our own time. But it is not so with the Kingdom of 
God.  

The physical is subordinated to the intellectual and moral; and as 
men, among whom it is being prepared, are so earthly and sensual, the 
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mental progresses much more slowly than the physical; and therefore, a 
kingdom founded upon moral principles requires longer to prepare, but 
is more enduring when completed. In the following pages my 
endeavour will be to set forth an answer to the question in detail.  

* * * 

A KINGDOM is the dominion of a KING. An empire is also the 
dominion of a king, but with this difference: the kingdom proper, or 
“the first dominion,” is restricted to a regally constituted territory; 
while the empire, or secondary dominion, though belonging to the same 
king, extends over other peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues, than 
those of the royal domain.  

This is illustrated in the case of the British kingdoms and empire. 
The kingdoms are restricted to England and Scotland, which are by 
constitution regal territories; but the empire is a secondary dominion of 
the same united crowns, extending over Canada, Hindostan, and other 
parts of the globe, with the nations, languages, and people, they 
contain.  

There are various elements necessary to the constitution of a well-
organized kingdom. In the first place, a kingdom must have a 
TERRITORY. This is only saying, in other terms, that something must 
be somewhere. To maintain the opposite would be to contend that 
something is nowhere. A kingdom is not located in feeling, or in heart; 
though a belief of its future existence, a comprehension of its nature, or 
an attachment to it, may exist there. It must have a place, a locality, as 
well as a name.  

It would be highly absurd to say that the kingdom of England and 
the throne of her sovereign were in Spain; yet this would be as 
reasonable as to say that the kingdom and throne of David are beyond 
the skies!—an orthodox dogma contained in the fiction that Jesus is 
now sitting upon the throne of his father David!  

In addition to a territory, a kingdom requires SUBJECTS, which 
compose the nation over whom there is the king. But, simply to set up a 
man and call him “king” would be unwise. It would be consonant only 
with the barbarism of savage tribes. A well-regulated monarchy 
requires graduation of ranks, and orders of the BEST MEN, with whom 
the king may divide his power, and glory and administer the laws of the 
kingdom.  

These LAWS should be in conformity with the provisions and spirit 
of the constitution; which defines the principles, and creates and 
combines the elements, of the State.  

Now it is worthy of remark, that the subjects of a kingdom do not 
“possess” the kingdom. They are simply the inhabitants of the territory, 
who are defended against external aggression, and protected as 
civilians by the power, and laws, of the State. The possessors of the 
kingdom are the king and those with whom he is pleased to share his 
authority.  

This is an important distinction, and must not be forgotten in 
studying “the things of the kingdom of God.” The subjects of the 
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kingdom and empire are a totally different class from the heirs, or 
possessors, of the dominion.  

From this brief view, then, of the nature and constitution of a 
kingdom, its elements may be stated as consisting of:  

 1. A territory;  
 2. Subjects;  
 3. A king;  
 4. A constitution;  
 5. Laws, civil and ecclesiastical;  
 6. Aristocracy;  
 7. Attributes, or prerogatives, rights, privileges, etc.  

Now, “the kingdom of God and of His Christ” will consist of all 
these things; and will be as material an institution—as real and 
terrestrial a monarchy—as that of Great Britain. It is not now an 
existent reality; for, though it once existed under a constitution, which 
hath waxed old and vanished away, its elements are dissolved from 
their previous combination, and remain dispersed.  

Their restitution is, however, a matter of promise, attested by two 
immutable things—the promise and the oath of the living God. His 
kingdom and empire on earth are a great truth, but not an existing fact; 
they are visible only to the eye of faith, and are required by their 
founder to be received in the “full assurance of hope,” with rejoicing 
and confidence to the end (Heb. 3:6, 14; 4:11; 10:38-39).  

* * * 

IN STUDYING the things of the kingdom of God, the foundation 
laid in the beginning must not be forgotten; for at that epoch its 
preparation was commenced. The system of the world is an adaptation 
to man in his fallen state; and out of the things thus arranged it is that 
Christ’s imperial dominion is being evolved.  

By the law of procreation has been provided a population which, by 
the confusion of tongues, has been distributed into nations, whose 
habitations have been fixed by the controlling power of the Elohim. 
Thus nations have been formed which are destined to flourish in the 
blessedness of the Future.  

Their history records the fiery ordeal through which their 
generations have passed. For the most part, men see nothing in it but a 
strife for territory, and glory, for the advantage of their rulers; but the 
Scriptures reveal the workings of an invisible machinery, whose 
activity is perceived by the believer, in the incidents which occasion the 
conflicts among them. He discerns the leaven, hid in the three measures 
of meal, at work leavening the minds of men, and developing the 
“enmity” between the seeds.  

And though the strife is terrible, he feels no dismay, but rejoices 
with firm and unwavering confidence in the certainty of the triumph of 
the truth and its adherents; because God has assured him in His Word 
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that the King He has provided shall crush the sin-power, and make the 
nations lick the dust like a serpent (Mic. 7:17).  

Now this implies their subjugation; and it is to this crisis that all 
things are at present tending. And what then? Obviously, the transfer of 
the conquered to the sceptre of Jehovah’s King, who overcomes them 
(Rev. 17:14), as it is written:  

“The Gentiles shall wait for his law” (Isa. 42:4),  

“He shall reign over them” (Rom. 15:12).  

The nations, then, are the subjects of the theocratic empire. By the 
truth and judgments of God brought to bear upon them, exciting and 
controlling their activity, they are being moulded like clay in the hands 
of the potter, for the dominion of the saints in the Future Age.  

The hope of these things, whose seeds were sown in the constitution 
of the world at the beginning, was the Hope of the Gospel then in its 
most general enunciation. The subjects and territory of the empire, and 
the rulers thereof, were plainly marked out.  

The earth, and the conquered seed of the serpent, obedient to the 
victorious seed of the woman, was the Gospel of the Kingdom in its 
most simple form.  

No particular portion of the globe, however, was indicated as the 
territory of a kingdom. The Spirit began with universals; but as the 
world became older, the particulars of the promise were unfolded to the 
eye of faith.  

But never, from the foundation of the world to the sealing up of the 
testimony of God, was such a kingdom, or dominion, promised as that 
which is believed in, and glorified in the “sacred” psalmody of the 
Gentiles.  

Earth, and not the skies, is the region where alone it will appear. I 
shall show this abundantly; and thereby prove that they who sing such 
ditties as those of which the following is a specimen, sing what ne’er 
was, nor is, nor e’er shall be:  

“With thee we’ll reign, with thee we’ll rise,  

And kingdoms gain beyond the skies!”  

“According to your faith be it unto you.” This is the first principle of 
religion delivered by the Great Teacher himself. It is just and right it 
should be so. No one can blame God for not bestowing upon them what 
they do not believe in; and, consequently, do not want, or seek after.  

This is precisely the position of the present generation of religionists 
in relation to the Kingdom of God. They have faith in a sort of kingdom 
He hath not promised; and in the one He has promised they do not 
believe.  

Hence, they believe in a non-entity; and, believing in what is 
nothing, they will get nothing but confusion of face. But we propose to 
show them a more excellent way; and in so doing invite their attention 
to “THE PROMISE MADE OF GOD UNTO THE FATHERS”— The 
Hope of Israel.”                                                        —Bro. John Thomas 
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Hints For Bible Markers 

The Psalms 
Psalm 9 

To the chief Musician upon Muth-labben, A Psalm of David. 

It is not normally interesting or profitable to think about the 
comments inserted by the world at the beginning of the Psalms. Just 
as it is not fruitful to turn to their works for an understanding of the 
Scriptures of truth. We are told in many places in the Bible how 
useless man's thoughts are: 

Proverbs 14:12 “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but 
the end thereof are the ways of death.” 

Romans 8:7 “Because the carnal mind is enmity against God:” 

Jeremiah 17:9 “The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked: who can know it?” 

With no understanding of the Scriptures the world argues 
incessantly over the meanings of these words, and with this Psalm, 
especially over the meaning of Muth-labben. As can be seen in the 
following quotes: 

“Muth-labben, in the title of Psalm 9. Authorities, ancient and 
modern, differ as to the probable signification. Gesenius and De 
Wette interpret it, “with the voice of virgins, by boys.’’ Others 
derive the word from a different Hebrew root, and interpret it as 
indicating that the Psalm was a funeral ode.” (Nave’s Topical Bible). 
“Muth-labben. “To the chief musician upon Muth-labben” is the 
title of Psa. 9:1, which has given rise to infinite conjecture. It may 
be either upon the death, (muth), of the fool, (labben), as an anagram 
on Nabal, or as Gesenius, “to be chanted by boys, with virgins' 
voices,” that is, in the soprano.” (Smith, William Dr., Smith's Bible 
Dictionary, 1884). Other ideas are, upon death to the son, death 
makes white, and unto Ben (who was one of the “singers with 
instruments of music,” mentioned in 1 Chronicles 15:18). 

If they understood the Truth they would understand the 
ridiculousness of their words. For this Psalm expounds on the 
glorious results of the age to come. Brother Ashcroft believed, “that 
the words “al-muth-leben” means, on the death blow, or, on the 
deadliness of the blow.” This conclusion was drawn by the fact that 
this Psalm deals with a great decisive, victory on behalf of the 
speaker, by the hand of God. Next month, should our Lord remain 
away, we hope to look at the more interesting and exhortational 
aspects of this Psalm. 

 

                               Continued next month should the Lord will                         
bro. Beryl Snyder 


