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Ecclesial News 

LAMPASAS. Texas 

Dear Brethren and Sisters, Greetings in the hope that we share,  

Our ecclesia is growing. On 3/15/15 we received word of Bro. 

Craig and Sis. Lacy Kiley with their three youngsters transferring their 

membership to Lampasas and then on 4/12/15 we had the same from 

Bro. Daniel and Sis. Casey Adams and their son.  Then our most recent 

addition is Sis. Cherry Bell McCasland (now Mrs. Richard Wolfe) – 

previously of the Greer group, after an extensive questioning to prove 

her understanding of the BASF, was offered the right hand of 

fellowship the following Sunday.   

 On 3/29/15 we hosted a wedding shower for the newlyweds – 

Bro. Glendon and Sis. Zara Rhoades, before they were northbound to 

Canada for the next year or so. 

 4/18/15 was our last Sunday School outing at Sis. Carol 

Smith’s, because it quickly became a moving “party” as many young 

people helped her get her belongings to her new home here in 

Lampasas.  We now have one more sister in the rotation cycle for 

Sisters’ class – where we have now started discussing “Think on These 

Things” on Monday evenings at 7pm.   

 After the Key Committee conference call, flyers inviting 

strangers to the Key Lessons disappeared quickly off the bulletin board 

as ecclesial members took them to share in their part of the outside 

world. 

 Our Sunday afternoon study class recently completed “Eureka” 

volume 5 and by unanimous decision, we started over with “Eureka” 

volume 1; this in an effort to study, refresh, and learn anew things 

concerning the end times in which we live.   

 Our June Gathering attendance was well represented by 

members of many Texas ecclesias – we had addresses entitled “Christ 

and the Antichrist”, “Temple of Ezekiel’s Prophecy”, “Lasting 

Friendships”, “Armageddon”, “Our Foundation” and “Living Stones” 

given to us respectively by Bre. Curtis Hurst, Ben Naglieri, Len 

Naglieri, Jim Phillips, James Clubb and Bob Wolfe.  We also enjoyed a 

swim and fish fry prepared by Bro. Wayne Wolfe and his extended 

family. 

 The next few weeks, God willing, as we all prepare for Hye 

and some for travel to the Richard Gathering, we will be busy with a 

work day at Hye as well as garage and bake sales acting as cancer 

fundraisers for our Bro. Shawn House.   

 On behalf of the Lampasas ecclesia,  

  Rec. Bro. Jerry Connolly 
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GATHERINGS & ACTIVITIES 
(To be held Yahweh Willing) 

RICHARD FRATERNAL GATHERING................................July 3–July 6, 2015 

Sis. Linda Jones, Box 48, Richard, Sask, S0M 2P0, Canada, gljon@yourlink.ca, 306-246-4628 

HYE FRATERNAL GATHERING..............................................July 19-26 2015 
Bro. Mark Braune, 209 Ranger Dr., Buda, TX, 78610, 512-577-1119, 
markbraune@gmail.com  Study,   Deuteronomy 

CANTON FRATERNAL GATHERING………………. ….… Oct 31-Nov 1, 2015 
Bro. Don Miller, donaldg.miller@yahoo.com  
 

The BCAA 

The Berean Christadelphian Audio Archives, or BCAA for short, has made 
available a large selection of talks on MP3 online. The address is 
www.bcaudioarchives.blogspot.com. Please check this link often as we will be 
updating with new material as much as possible. 

The purpose of this site is to restore and make available lectures, 
exhortations, and study classes. Some of these talks are decades old and have 
seldom been heard.  

We are always looking for tapes, and if you have some talks that you would 
like to share, please email Bro. Craig Kiley (craigkiley@yahoo.com) and we will 
be happy to transfer the talks to MP3 format and post them. 

 

 

Resurrectional Responsibility – Part 8 
7. Whenever we seek for a SCRIPTURAL definition of who 

shall come forth to the resurrection of condemnation, we find such 

terms as: the unjust, those that have done evil, the wicked, the 

disobedient, those who reject, deny, refuse to listen, those who do 

not obey the Truth, those who obey not the Gospel, those who 

believe not when the Gospel is preached to them.  

And the ground of their accountability is that they KNOWINGLY 

commit these things and treat God’s commands in this way. We are 

NEVER told that resurrectional responsibility hinges on any OTHER 

ground, such as consenting to accept God’s authority. Responsibility 

throughout the Bible depends on OPPORTUNITY, and punishment 

depends on WORTHINESS for it.  

Is not this a very significant fact? Couple this with the principle 

established in No. 1—that whenever we seek a SCRIPTURAL 

definition of the ground of responsibility it is always knowledge, light, 

opportunity. And No. 4 - Whenever we seek a SCRIPTURAL 

definition of who will NOT be raised, it is invariably the ignorant, 

without knowledge, without understanding.  

Surely this must cause those to stop and wonder who contend for 

baptism and obedience as the ground of resurrectional responsibility! 

mailto:gljon@yourlink.ca
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*     *     * 

8. The Scriptures often speak with only the approved in mind.  

This is so obvious all through 1 Cor. 15. This chapter completely 

ignores both the judgment seat and the rejected class. We will come 

back to this chapter under the next heading, but consider this—  

“The Lord shall descend from heaven . . . and the dead in 

Christ shall rise first; then we which are alive and remain shall be 

caught up together with them in clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: 

and so shall we ever be with the Lord” (l Thes. 4:16-17).  

Where are the rejected? Not a word about them. The “dead IN 

CHRIST” here are the FAITHFUL AND APPROVED—they are to be 

ever with the Lord. But this very passage (v. 14) is quoted to attempt to 

prove that only those technically “in Christ” will be raised. A supporter 

of this belief writes:  

“Those that sleep in Jesus will God bring with him (and no 

others).” 

Is it not obvious how groundless it is to reason from this in this 

way? If it proves that UNbaptized rejectors will not be raised, it also 

proves that BAPTIZED unfaithful will not be raised either!—for the 

only ones spoken of as being raised are those who will “ever be with 

the Lord.” 

The fact is that the rejected (baptized or not) are left out of the 

picture entirely. (This will be even more forcibly apparent when we go 

back to 1 Cor. 15.) The objector continues—  

“Gather My saints together, those who have made a covenant 

with Me by sacrifice (no others mentioned).” 

Now the fact that no others are mentioned is a very weak and 

inferential argument at best. How much more so when it is so clearly 

established (as 1 Cor. 15 and 1 Thes. 4:17) that in speaking of the 

resurrection the Scriptures sometimes completely ignore all but the 

approved.  

How then can anyone possibly claim to see, in the fact that Psa. 

50:5 ignores all but the covenanted holy ones, any proof that others will 

not be raised?  

When Jesus shall send his angels to gather his ELECT from the 

four winds (Matt. 24:31)—would any argue from this that the 

unfaithful (baptized) will not be gathered too—just because they are 

not mentioned? Bearing this in mind, let us go to— 
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9. The Scriptures often speak of the resurrection in the sense of 

the COMPLETE process including GLORIFICATION, and with 

only the approved in mind.  

There is no better example of this than 1 Cor. 15 itself, and this is 

fatal to the argument that is pyramided on 1 Cor. 15:22. Consider v. 42 

forward— 

“So also is the RESURRECTION of the dead. It is sown in 

corruption, it is raised in INCORRUPTION.” 

Does this prove immortal immergence? No. Is Paul just referring to 

the coming out of the ground? No. Are any but the APPROVED 

“raised in incorruption”? No.  

Then it is perfectly clear, is it not, that (1) he only has the faithful in 

mind and (2) he is referring to the whole resurrection-judgment-

glorification process. Consider vs. 43-44—  

“Raised in GLORY . . . raised in POWER . . . raised a 

SPIRITUAL BODY.” 

Are the unfaithful raised in glory, power, spiritual bodies? No. He 

clearly is speaking only of the approved. He completely ignores any 

others. And again, v. 51, “We shall all be changed.” 

Are the unfaithful among the all? No. Therefore it is quite clear that 

Paul in this chapter (as in 1 Thes. 4:14-17) is only thinking of the true, 

faithful brethren of Christ who will be glorified with him. Now look at 

v. 22, used to prove we must be baptized to be raised—“As in Adam all 

die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” 

Who are the “in Christ” he is thinking of, and what does he mean 

by being “made alive”? The whole context of the chapter puts that 

beyond question, even if it were not obvious in these very verses 

themselves. He is speaking, as in all the rest of his references to the 

resurrection in this chapter, about the FAITHFUL, those who have 

heeded the injunction to “abide IN ME;” and he is speaking, as in the 

rest of the chapter, about the “resurrection of life”—the being raised a 

spiritual body. What else can the very next verse possibly mean?—

“But every man in his own order; Christ the first fruits? afterwards 

they that are Christ’s at his coming.” 

Is he referring to the unfaithful—the rejected? No. They have no 

relation to Christ as firstfruits. The parallel is: Christ—the firstfruits: 

they that are Christ’s—the later harvest.  

This v. 22, which is the backbone and mainstay of the Advocate 

viewpoint on resurrectional responsibility, is taken to mean that only 
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those who are “in Christ” will be “made alive.” ABSOLUTELY 

TRUE, when “made alive” is properly understood as eternal life. 

Eternal life is only in Christ.  

But—when this is interpreted to mean that only the baptized will 

come out of the grave, the entire point and beauty of the verse and trend 

of the whole chapter is missed.  

It is such a strained and restricted interpretation. So out of harmony 

with the glorious scope of the chapter! What a poor, puny, meaningless 

little “making alive” this is!  

And what a cold, mechanical “in Christ!” You are “legally” “in 

Christ” (though you have failed to “abide in him”), so you are entitled 

to the privilege of being “made alive” in order to be judged and 

punished!  

Can you not see the full, rich meaning of being “made alive” “in 

Christ” that Paul describes in vs. 42-57? That is what he is talking 

about. Compare v. 22 with v. 47-49. In Adam-DEATH: in Christ-LIFE. 

Adam brought death to the race: Christ brought life to the race. That is 

the meaning of v. 22.  

As we have seen, the resurrection Paul is speaking of throughout 

this chapter is the “resurrection of LIFE” (John 5:29). When he says 

(Phil. 3:8-11)— 

“I count all things but loss . . . if by any means I might attain to 

the resurrection of the dead.” 

—Does he just mean the coming out of the ground as it applies to 

faithful and unfaithful alike? Of course not. He KNEW he would 

“attain” to THAT—there was no question.  

He is speaking of the “resurrection of life”—the “raising 

incorruptible”—the being “made alive” in Christ. He says, v. 9— 

“That I might be found IN HIM.”  

Was there any doubt about his being found “in Christ?” Was he not 

baptized? Had he not “put on Christ?” Yes, indeed.  

BUT, there is FAR MORE to being “IN Christ” than just a 

mechanical condition, applying to faithful and unfaithful alike.  

“One small cloud can hide the sun, one small word can break a 

heart.” 

(To be continued, God willing)                             —Bro. G.V.Growcott 
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Perseverance in Fellowship 

My dear Brothers and Sisters, of our Lord and Savior Jesus, 

In keeping with the theme of this gathering, the topic we have been 

given for this morning is “perseverance in fellowship.” And as we think 

about it, it is quite a humbling topic. For as we look around a room 

such as this one this morning, and think back over the years, it is 

impossible not to be amazed at the number of people who came and 

walked with us for a while, but now have gone their own way, and are 

not here.  For one reason or other, they could not persevere, or continue 

in this race for life.    

I would guess there are a lot of reasons for this. The world, with its 

temptations and false promises is intensely beguiling. As Eve noted 

from the beginning, “the serpent beguiled me.” We too often prove 

ourselves the sons and daughters of the first woman, being enchanted 

by the promises of the world whether from the lust of the flesh, lust of 

the eye, or pride of life. 

For some, I’m sure it was the cares and concerns of this world 

which simply became overwhelming. At times, in the natural course of 

life, we lose track of the importance of the truth with so much of our 

lives concerned with simply staying alive. And if we allow the truth to 

become routine, then it becomes a routine so easy to allow to slip our 

faith to wane away, behind us. 

And perhaps the scariest reason of all that some have chosen to no 

longer walk with us, at least to us sitting here, is that we may have said 

or done something to discourage them, that they no longer wanted to 

walk with us. Or perhaps we may not have done all we could to 

encourage them. Jesus gave us this parable of the unrighteous servants 

turned away at the judgment seat. And the unrighteous said to him: 

Mat 25:41-46  “Then shall he (the King in this parable) say also 

unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 

fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: For I was an hungred, and 

ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: I was a 

stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, 

and in prison, and ye visited me not. Then shall they also answer him, 

saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, 

or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? Then 

shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did 

it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.  And these shall go 

away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.”  
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This parable lets us know that we have a great responsibility in our 

relationship to one another. Yes, ultimately, we will all stand at the 

judgment seat of Christ individually, and answer for our own sins, our 

own actions and reactions. But a part of the great question that makes 

up our lives, will revolve around how we cared for those God sent to 

walk with us. Did we encourage them, or did we discourage them, 

either actually, or example.  Because how we treat our brethren, will be 

considered as to how we treated Christ. 

But those of us here this morning, we are the ones continuing to 

persevere in fellowship, one with another. But what does that mean.  

We might start out with what fellowship means. At the root of nearly 

all the words translated fellowship, is a very simple word. In Greek, it 

is pronounce “sun” or “kun.” In English, it simply means “with.” We 

have a common expression these days, if someone says something we 

agree with, “I’m with you.”  To be joined in thought or purpose is the 

root, and the first rule to the doctrine of  fellowship. 

There are various words, generally all somehow derived from this 

simple root, which are translated fellowship. And they are divided, 

somewhat equally we might add, among four principles. They are the 

fellowship of our Lord’s sufferings, our identifying with the trials Jesus 

endured such as we have assembled here this morning, to remember.  

Secondly, the word is used in regard to associating together, one with 

another, in celebrating the principles of the fellowship. Third, the word 

is used in regard to defending the principles of the fellowship. And 

finally the word is used in regards to sharing the things we have been 

given financially, with others. 

As we look at the doctrine of fellowship, we are immediately struck 

with the contrasting duties these four principles set before us, as we try 

to form our lives according to them. Writing on the difficulties of 

persevering in fellowship, bro. Roberts once observed: 

“God has been pleased to subject those who desire to conform to 

His word to what sometimes amounts to painful embarrassment, by 

having required of them things that at first sight are incompatible with 

one another. They are to do good to all men, and yet to be not 

unequally yoked with unbelievers. They are to be "in the world" and 

yet to "come out from among them and be separate." They are to love 

their enemies and yet to love not the world. They are to be patient with 

the erring and yet to abhor that which is evil, and not to bear with men 

that are evil. They are to think no evil and yet to try professors. They 

are to submit to wrong and yet to refuse even to eat with men called 

brethren who espouse wrong doing, or error. They are to show 
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hospitality and yet to receive not into their houses those who bring not 

the doctrine of Christ. 

“There is, doubtless, an object in prescribing these apparently 

conflicting duties. It sets up contrary mental currents that at last bring 

about a fine equilibrium of character which would not be attainable if 

duty lay all in one direction. But often the effort to conform brings 

distress, and it is impossible not to feel pity for men sacrificing one 

duty in their endeavour to conform to another.” 

These are the great conflicts set up by the doctrine of fellowship, 

and this is what makes persevering in the doctrine of fellowship so very 

difficult. How to bring about this balance, this fine equilibrium, to be 

able to maintain and defend the truth in its purity, and not create 

offense. It is so very difficult to walk this balanced line, that James 

counseled us, 

James 3:1-2 “My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we 

shall receive the greater condemnation.  For in many things we offend 

all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able 

also to bridle the whole body.”  

The first point we should be able to see, from the four general 

characteristics of fellowship, is that these four principles necessitate us 

having no fellowship with the world around us. We cannot be “with” 

them, in thought and purpose, in any way. In some ways, this is a 

concept poorly understood, and sometimes excused among us, because 

it is poorly translated in our Bibles. Now we might reflect on 1 Cor. 5. 

1Cor. 5:9-10 “I wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with 

fornicators: Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or 

with the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye 

needs go out of the world.”  

Now that word “company” there, is the most powerful word in the 

Greek, referring to fellowship. It is in the Greek, the word 

“sunanamignumi.” It is made up of all the root words that refer to 

fellowship, “sun”, meaning with; ana meaning lifted up, and mignumi, 

meaning mixed together. And Paul wrote to us not to company, or 

fellowship, with the world. But it sounds, (in the way this verse is 

translated,) that we can have fellowship with the world, or else we 

would have to come out of the world.  This is wrong.  Fellowship is not 

merely association, which is what we do have with the world.  

Fellowship is the intense responsibility through agreement in thought 

and principle which we bear to God and Christ, and to each other.  And 

we cannot have that with the world. Association? Yes. Fellowship?  
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No! Young’s literal translation catches the meaning of this verse 

correctly. 

1Co 5:9-10  “I did write to you in the epistle, not to keep company 

with whoremongers—and not certainly with the whoremongers of this 

world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or idolaters, seeing ye 

ought then to go forth out of the world”.  

That is the correct thought. But it still does not reflect the power that 

Paul was speaking with. Perhaps an even more literal translation should 

read “not at all with the fornicators of this world...for ye are bound 

from this world to come out.” Why? Because as Paul said: Evil 

communications (and that should be translated associations) corrupts 

good manners. This was not a permission to fellowship with the world.  

Paul was confirming to them what he had already told them about the 

world, which was to keep themselves pure from the world. Jesus said of 

the world: 

John 15:17-20  “These things I command you, that ye love one 

another.  If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated 

you. If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because 

ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, 

therefore the world hateth you. Remember the word that I said unto 

you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted 

me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will 

keep yours also.” 

If we find that we have fellowship or pleasant associations with the 

world around us, it should give us great pause. It means we are failing 

to conform our lives to one of the key meanings of the word fellowship, 

in that we are not identifying with the sufferings of Christ, for the 

world hated him. 

As Berean Christadelphians, we have not let the inconveniences and 

contrasts in keeping the doctrine of fellowship, detract us from 

persevering in it.  It is the one single principle which has set us apart 

from the overwhelming number of others claiming the name 

Christadelphian.  And it is the reason there are so few of us in the world 

today, holding on to the principles of the truth. We might say that it has 

become our defining principle. This is no doubt not how we wish to be 

known, but the facts are it is the way we have come to be known.  

And we are mocked for our efforts, by the majority of those 

claiming the name Christadelphian. We are accused of violating our 

Lord’s commands. The wheat and the tares must grow together, we are 

told. We are called hirelings, who care not for the sheep. We are 
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likened to Israel of old who stopped up their noses and said “touch me 

not, for I am holy.” 

Why is this the case? And can we do anything about it? Brethren, 

we must not think of this as an unusual or difficult thing. It was directly 

prophesied to us, in the plainest of terms by Jesus, and by the apostles.  

Jesus said in Luke 12:51: 

"Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth.  I tell you nay, 

but rather division.” 

And notice the dramatic contrast in the two words. The word peace, 

and it’s a word which according to Bullinger means "peace in contrast 

with strife and denoting the absence or the end of strife."  Christ told 

his disciples, I haven't come to provide a situation in the world today 

that is going to bring an end to strife, a situation where there will be an 

absence of strife.  Not at all, he says.  And nay rather, division.   

Division. A word which means dissension or discord. Now why did 

he say that. It’s very often interpreted by the Christadelphian world 

around us as a very harsh saying. But what the Lord is really saying is 

that this will happen because there is one Truth. There is only one 

Truth.  And that one Truth will divide men from one another.   

That was the teaching of Jesus. In like manner, the apostle Paul 

wept over the ecclesias, for the problems that they would face in 

confronting error: 

Act 20:28-31  “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the 

flock, over the which the Holy Spirit hath made you overseers, to feed 

the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.  For I 

know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among 

you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, 

speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. Therefore 

watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to 

warn every one night and day with tears.” 

That was Jesus and Paul’s attitude towards error.  Error will set you 

at discord among yourselves.  It will bring no peace.  It will bring strife 

among you, and your families.  It is contrary to the action of the truth.  

It is not from above.  James told us, “The wisdom which is from above 

is first pure, then peaceable.”   

The consistent teaching of Jesus and Paul was that the principles of 

true fellowship in the truth, operating upon those who believe it and 

accept it, would peaceably confine men and women within severely 

restricted limits, which were explained by God to be the principles of 

Righteousness. That is the beginning of the doctrine of fellowship. The 
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truth confines us within clearly defined and explained, though severely 

restricted limits compared to the lusts of the flesh, and it is because of 

that, that the Lord Jesus Christ in crystal clear terms set out his 

teachings. Straight is the gate, and narrow is the way that leadeth unto 

life.  But on the other hand, the way to destruction is wide and broad.   

But among professing Christadelphians, there has always been those 

who would to like to reverse the application of those two ways. They 

would like to rephrase the Lord's words and make them read: “wide is 

the gate and broad is the way that leadeth unto life.” But it is not that 

way at all. The Lord has spoken. The Lord has set down the terms.  

And we alter those terms at our own eternal peril. 

The way that leadeth unto life is the Truth. The Truth. Ye shall 

know the Truth, and the Truth shall make you free.  Nothing else will 

do that. It would be facetious to imagine the Lord saying, ye shall know 

error, and error shall make you free. Thus it is that the way to life is 

straight and narrow.  Or as Rotherham translates that verse, from Mat. 7 

"Narrow is the gate and confined the way, the way that leadeth unto 

life".  And in that brief phrasing are the fundamental evidence of the 

saving power of God at work. We have the main reason why, as we 

have previously explained,  the world today is not filled with Berean 

Christadelphians. The world today is not filled with Berean 

Christadelphians because men and women of Adamic nature are not 

willing to be confined and restricted in what they may believe, or in 

what they may do.   

It is notable, that throughout Christadelphian history, which began 

in 1848 with the rebirth of the truth among men calling themselves 

Christ’s brethren, that in all the attacks against the truth, the first 

casualty was the preservation of true fellowship. The first attack came 

in 1864 from a group of men who became unsure of the doctrines they 

embraced. They affirmed the truth, but refused to deny error. Yes, they 

would reason, temptation is from the flesh, but perhaps that doesn’t 

mean there is no personal fallen angel called a devil. It was to clarify 

the truth that at this time, the brethren developed the Doctrines to be 

Rejected, which are now included in our Statement of Faith. Because 

these could not reject the doctrines of error, the true body of believers 

withdrew from them. The men leaving the Truth formed a group called 

“Baptized Believers” which the Christadelphians called Dowieites, 

after its leader, George Dowie. 

The next attack came 10 years later in 1872, when a man 

proclaimed that he renounced Christadelphian teaching on the nature 

and sacrifice of Christ, and developed several followers.   

Christadelphians again withdrew from them, and the new group formed 
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a body called the Nazarenes, which Christadelphians called 

“Renunciationists.” But a curious thing happened. The two separated 

groups, though separated on different issues, immediately embraced 

each other.  

The same thing happened again, another ten years later, in 1885, 

when a man began to teach that the Bible was only partially inspired by 

God. And most curiously, he refused to explain which parts he thought 

were inspired, and which parts were not. These brethren, who were 

called Partial Inspirationists, and sometimes the ‘Jot and Tittle’ 

brethren by the Christadelphians, were similarly withdrawn from, and 

they immediately received the other two groups in fellowship. The new 

group now continued to call themselves Christadelphians, and they 

took many other defining names.  The rooms they started in were called 

the Exchange Rooms on New Street, and consequently they were 

referred to as the Exchange Room brethren, or the New Street brethren.  

Eventually they moved to the Masonic Hall, where they were called the 

Masonic Hall brethren, which is what they were called till bro. Roberts 

died. Finally, after the death of bro. Roberts, they bought a hall on 

Suffolk Street, and became known as the Suffolk Street brethren. 

And ten years later, in 1894, another man began teaching that only 

the baptized will come out of the grave to judgment. This led to further 

separation, and those separated, soon joined with those previously 

withdrawn from by the body. Each time, while different doctrines 

caused the separation, it was always the doctrine of fellowship which 

ended up attacked, as the various bodies which left the truth on 

different errors, all embraced each other. And that body which attacked 

the doctrine of fellowship, which ignored the need to persevere in the 

principles of the fellowship grew larger, while the body of true 

believers shrunk. All of these attacks were from within the body, as 

Paul prophesied. And the older the body got, the more intense the 

attacks became till in 1923, the members in particular could no longer 

abide in the old body, left and formed the Bereans. That old body then, 

in 1956, went and joined itself to those who it had been withdrawing 

from over the years, bringing back to itself all the errors so carefully 

excluded. 

And this continued till we reach the point where we are today.  

Now, the adversarial assemblies claim 50,000 adherents, while we 

probably cannot claim 500.  It was not in vain that Jesus asked: When 

the son of man cometh, shall he find the faith upon the earth? So we 

see, brothers and sisters, perseverance in fellowship is not, and has not 

been an easy thing. Nor will it be an easy thing going forward.  
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In this regard, not much has changed. Of Christadelphians today 

who seemed to have held onto the truth generally, though we may 

disagree on some significant details regarding marriage and divorce, 

there would appear to be about 1500 families. Following the 

devastating 1885 Partial Inspiration division, bro. Roberts had to guess 

how many Christadelphian Magazines would be ordered for 1886.  He 

guessed 1500.  So not much has changed among the people who crave 

the foundation Truths, as brought to light through the Christadelphian 

movement of the 19th century.  

Our advantage is that we live in such a time when physical 

persecution doesn’t exist. The world is in the Laodicean Stage. All it 

does is ridicule us, though that is too much for some to persevere, those 

who seek the world’s praise, and fear its ridicule. To some degree, we 

all suffer from this. No one likes to be thought a fool. But our being 

considered a fool for Christ’s sake, is nothing compared to what we 

read of yesterday, concerning the apostle Paul: 

Gal 6:17  “From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my 

body the marks of the Lord Jesus.”  

As it was pointed out, those marks were recorded by Paul in 2 Cor. 

11 

2Cor. 11:23-27  “Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I 

am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in 

prisons more frequent, in deaths oft.  Of the Jews five times received I 

forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I 

stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the 

deep;  In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in 

perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the 

city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among 

false brethren;  In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in 

hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.”  

This was the apostle Paul persevering in the fellowship of the 

sufferings of Christ. Paul’s sufferings were pre-eminently the sufferings 

of Christ, and the sufferings of the Corinthians were indirectly the 

sufferings of Christ. Just as Paul was poor and unpopular as the result 

of the course he pursued, so were they as the result of identifying 

themselves with him; therefore they shared the sufferings of Christ, and 

we have to do likewise. We have to accept unpopularity and the 

imputation of foolishness, and many other disagreeable things related 

to such a position as ours, if we are to persevere in the fellowship of 

Christ’s sufferings.   
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But if the sufferings of Christ abounded in the Corinthians, so also 

did the consolation or reward. What is the consolation of Christ? It is 

that referred to by Christ himself when he said, “Blessed are ye that 

mourn: for ye shall be comforted.” It is a future comfort to be sure, one 

which we can only speculate upon for now. Christ’s joy, Christ’s 

consolation is ours, if, and it is a big if; if Christ’s sufferings are ours; 

for when the time comes to develop the result of all the sufferings and 

the trials, he will asks his servants to “enter into the joy of their Lord.” 

“He shall see of the travail of his soul and shall be satisfied.” He shall 

see a glorious state of things established as the result of his travail, 

when there shall spring from the earth an immortal generation ascribing 

their victory over death to him.  

He will then see a very different state of things from that in which 

he lived when he was the scorn of the Pharisees. All the joy and riches, 

the life and the honour of the earth will be his; and when that comes to 

pass, the sufferings that God appointed for him will be looked back to 

as the means of bringing it all about. And we shall have a share in the 

glory if we fellowship the sufferings of Christ now. As we sing in our 

hymn, The cross before the crown. We must make up our minds to the 

things that are required; we must make up our minds to the self-denial. 

We must make up our minds to forego many things that are in 

themselves legitimate, but hindrances in the race. We must lay aside 

every weight: giving all diligence to make our calling and election sure. 

To gain this election, we must now neglect many other things. We 

have to choose the disagreeable. We are not fools in doing so. A person 

will always choose the disagreeable if he sees something good at the 

end; a man will go deep down into a mine and endure darkness, and 

fatigue, and danger, if he thinks it will set him up with gold for the rest 

of his life. And a person who sees in his mind’s eye, CHRIST, THE 

FUTURE RULER AND POSSESSOR OF THE WORLD, will be very 

glad to share in the sufferings of Christ in this present time; knowing 

that this is exacted as one of the conditions of participating in the glory 

to be revealed.  

There are many ways of fellowshipping the sufferings of Christ. Let 

each of us choose his own way; but let it not be done lazily or 

haphazardly, for Christ will not approve the slothful servant. Let it not 

be our aim to make and keep ourselves comfortable in this age; but let 

us do his work and help his needy. He can be assisted in an abundance 

of ways. The fellowship of the honour of his name, the fellowship of 

the interests of his truth, the fellowship of the well-being of his people, 

all these things present us with many opportunities of writing an 
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account that we shall not be ashamed to bear or record in the day of 

reckoning.  

While, then, when we comfort ourselves, let us be quite sure we are 

entitled to the comfort by obedience, first, by purity in all things, and 

second, by seeking out and performing Christ’s will in all things, and 

occupying ourselves in the working out of our salvation. And let us 

make up our minds that this won’t always be necessarily agreeable. 

Sometimes it will be exceedingly otherwise; occasionally there will be 

a little uprush of the true nectar of heaven as it were, from the bottom 

of the spring around which we are working, such as when we have the 

opportunity to come together at gatherings such as this:  but most of the 

time it will be hard and trying, and toilsome work. Then we are not to 

lose perseverance; because we sometimes lack joy. The truth is 

calculated to impart joy, but the absence of joy is no necessary 

indication of the absence of our standing in his sight; for if we take 

David and Jesus, we find them both overborne with suffering. Take the 

Psalms of David; see how much they have to do with sleepless pillows, 

and Christ himself was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. 

Therefore we must not conclude that, because we do not see the sun all 

the time, God is not smiling upon us. We may do well and suffer. The 

principle remains good; “If thou doest well, shalt thou not be 

accepted?” That was said to Cain, and is said to every servant of 

Christ. “But if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door.” Gladness in 

that case is of no use; the gladness of the transgressor will turn to 

weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth in the day of Christ’s 

glory, which we have assembled here this morning, to memorialize. 

                                                                              —Bro. Jim Phillips 

 

Meditations—Deity’s Ways No. 70 

WHAT is to be the future of our ecclesias? If Christ delay his 

coming, are they to make headway, or to lose ground? Our wish, of 

course, is for the former, but will our wish be realised? This will 

depend largely upon our attitude towards the Scriptures, and towards 

the writings of Dr. Thomas and Brother Roberts. The success that has 

attended the efforts of the brethren in the past has undoubtedly been 

due, first, to the recognition of the fact that the Bible is divine—that it 

has a paramount claim upon our obedience—and that it is a duty to 

daily and prayerfully read it. And secondly, to the appreciation of the 

invaluable writings of the brethren mentioned—brethren, who in God’s 

hands, were instrumental in unfolding to us the way of salvation; 

brethren who, to their dying days, were steadfast and exemplary. Why 

do we refer to these matters? Because of the growing tendency to 
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underestimate their importance. Let us treat with righteous indignation 

any and every appeal to keep quiet as to our views respecting the 

infallible authorship of the Bible. Let us also treat with scorn any 

suggestion to hide or shelve the works of Dr. Thomas and Brother 

Roberts. Men cannot play about with the partial inspiration heresy 

without hurt, and they cannot part company with the author of Eureka, 

or the author of Christendom Astray, without parting company with the 

truth. Brethren who are unfriendly with either the one or the other of 

these friends of God are unquestionably on the down-grade. If our 

ecclesias are to advance—if they are to abound in God’s work and 

favour—we shall have to keep our eyes and ears open, and wish 

Godspeed only to intelligent, right-minded lovers of the Sacred 

Oracles, and readers and appreciators of the writings to which reference 

has been made. 

We have the truth; we are not groping for it. Having it, let us speak 

it forth fearlessly, and invite those only to fraternise with us who can 

and will accept it. Our motto should be “No compromise.” There is 

more need now than ever for firmness, vigilance, and care. Advocates 

of wrong doctrines are on the increase. Fresh paths leading back into 

the apostasy are multiplying. Latitudinarianism is spreading. We have 

not to fear the influence of canons and deans and bishops so much as 

the erroneous teaching and bad example of misguided professors of the 

truth, who are ever and anon arising in our midst—men who have never 

properly grasped the truth, or have let it slip. Let us be on our guard lest 

we commit the folly of those early Christians, who for the sake of 

pleasing men, and making proselytes, not only sanctioned, but planned 

an amalgamation of pagan trash with divine revelation. Such folly (and 

it can be perpetrated by us) can only end in ecclesial disaster. The truth 

has cost much to recover, as the old numbers of the Herald of the 

Kingdom show. Let us prize it, and pass it on to others intact. Let us not 

allow it to be smothered for want of exertion or courage on our part. 

We should look on error as God looks on it. It is our enemy, and must 

be approached as such. Let us guard carefully the gates of our ecclesias 

by which error can enter. It is much easier to admit it than it is to eject 

it. Let us think on these things, and act wisely. 

It is not wise to appoint a “novice” (one newly come to the faith) to 

the position of a leader, or to depute to such an one the important task 

of interviewing candidates for immersion. It is not wise to include 

among our speakers one who is uncertain in his convictions regarding 

the first principles, nor one whose moral walk is questionable. No 

meeting can possibly prosper if sound doctrine and purity of character 

are lacking in its leaders. If our ecclesias are to last and flourish, we 
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must have exemplary men on our platforms. Smart appearance and 

attractive speech may be all very well, but, if unaccompanied by divine 

enlightenment and righteousness, are only a delusion and a snare. Let 

the brethren and sisters who have the choosing of leaders think 

seriously on these matters. Are we not careful and thoughtful in the 

engagement of an assistant or a servant as to their suitability? How 

much more painstaking should we be when we select for God men to 

fill important offices in connection with His Church? Ecclesial business 

is God’s business, and woe to us if we carry it on negligently. We want 

to do our “voting” with God well in mind. We must train ourselves to 

act from principle, and not from sentiment or mere fancy, in our choice 

of brethren to exhort, to lecture, and to manage the affairs of our 

ecclesias. God asks this at our hands, and our well-being lies in our 

obedience, On the eve of an election, let us make it a point to refresh 

our minds on this subject by reading 1 Tim. 3. and Tit. 1.—noting 

particularly Paul’s “must be.” 

If we, as an ecclesia, have been blessed, let us ask ourselves if we 

might not have been more blessed had we been more faithful, more 

self-sacrificing, more enterprising. This is a practical question, and one 

for personal consideration. Let each member of an ecclesia ask himself, 

What have I done for the good of the meeting? What efforts have I 

made—what literature have I distributed to induce the stranger to 

“come and hear”? Have I been as liberal as I ought to have been 

towards the various ecclesial funds? Have I striven to aid and 

encourage willing workers? Have I sought to impart spiritual life and 

warmth into our gatherings by kindly words and Christ-like deeds? 

Have I shared the work—disagreeable at times—of visiting the sick, 

and looking up absentees? If, on reflection, our past has not been 

satisfactory, then let us at once make amends. If we would give God 

pleasure, we must be up and doing—warm, zealous, active. There is 

work for all, and plenty of it. God takes no delight in the indolent, 

especially where indolence is coupled (which is so often the case) with 

useless fault-finding. For earnest, exemplary workers, God has in store 

a grand reward—glory, honour, immortality. Let all who labour for the 

well-being of an ecclesia toil on, and not weary. “Christ sees us, as he 

saw the disciples on the sea of Galilee—toiling in rowing—and he will 

come to our deliverance in due time.” 

Tract and lecture bill distribution is an all-important item in an 

ecclesia’s operations. Without it no meeting can reasonably expect to 

make headway. It is a work that should receive every encouragement—

it is arduous and trying, and calls for not a little moral courage and 

endeavour. Where this work is well and cheerfully performed, what 
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pleasure it must give to God! God saves by preaching, and to place in 

the hands of our neighbours literature advertising and expounding the 

truth, is in these days one of the most efficacious forms of preaching. 

This work is a wholesale and public witnessing for God, and is, as we 

say, a tangible co-operation with Him for the salvation of men. Results 

sometimes are not cheering, but let not this cast us down. If God be 

pleased to plead long with men, it is not for us, the instruments of His 

doings, to grow impatient and murmur. Let us wait for God to say that 

results are inadequate to our toil. This work at Brixton is carried on by 

what is called the “Light Bearers’ League.” The creation of this 

excellent institution is perhaps the most encouraging, if not the most 

important event in the ecclesia’s little history. At the present time there 

is over 25 per cent. of the ecclesia engaged in systematically 

distributing lecture cards and leaflets, some 12,000 of which are given 

away every month. Roughly speaking, about 720,000 of these have 

been circulated since the formation of the League five years ago. 

Where such an institution exists, it may be looked on as an index to the 

health of the ecclesia—activity and no grumbling mean robustness. If 

the League’s members keep up and increase, it is a good sign, but a bad 

one if they diminish.??                             —Bro. A.T. Jannaway— 1902 

 

Signs of the Times – European Boycott of Jews 

The case of Orange, the French mobile phone company that is 
considering abandoning the Israeli market, was on the front pages of all 
major newspapers. But there is a silent boycott of the Jewish State 
which is more insidious, latent and even more dangerous because it 
undermines Israel's cultural superiority and cuts Israel's link with the 
rest of the world.  

In 2002, the year of the beginning of the academic campaign against 
Israel, Paul Zinger, the head of the Scientific Association of 
Israel, revealed  that more than seven thousand scientific research 
projects are sent from Israel abroad every year. Dozens of scientific 
papers were returned that year, with the terse explanation: "We refuse 
to examine any document from Israel". That phenomenon now seems 
out of control.  

"The academic boycott is illegal according to all academic 
organizations in the world," says Professor Zvi Ziegler, a 
mathematician at the Technion (Institute of Technology in Haifa) and 
head of the main scientific forum fighting the boycott. "It is against 
progress, so you will not find universities or European academics 
who officially boycott Israel. But many do silently, behind the scenes".  

Among the silent measures taken by the boycotters is refusing to 
participate in conferences held in Israel, ignoring requests to write 
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letters of recommendation for Israeli scholars looking for promotions, 
and refusing contributions from Israeli scholars. 

This happened to Oren Yiftachel, a leftist Ben Gurion University 
scholar, whose publication, sent to the magazine Political Geography, 
was refused by their saying that they did not accept anything that came 
from the state of the Jews.  

The publishing house of St. Jerome in Manchester, specializing in 
translation and linguistic research, has refused to send academic 
volumes to Bar Ilan University in Israel. The English magazine, Dance 
Europe, refused to publish an article about Israeli choreographer Sally-
Anne Friedland, Richard Seaford of the University of Exeter refused to 
review a book for the Israeli magazine Scripta Classica Israelica.  

Seaford did it by sending the following motivation: "Alas, I am unable to 
accept your kind invitation, for reasons that you may not like. I have, 
along with many other British academics, signed the academic boycott 
of Israel, in the face of the brutal and illegal expansionism and the 
ethnic cleansing being practiced by your government".  

Chilling is the case of Ingrid Harbitz, researcher of the School of 
Veterinary Medicine, Oslo, who refused to send blood samples to the 
Goldyne Savad Institute of Jerusalem. "Due to the present situation in 
the Middle East, I will not deliver any material to an Israelitic university", 
was the response of the Norwegian scientist.  

This case is reminiscent of the Oxford pathologist, Andrew 
Wilkie, who declined a doctoral application from  a student of the 
Faculty of Medicine of the University of Tel Aviv, Amit Duvshani, with 
these words: "Thank you for contacting me, but I don't think this would 
work. I have a huge problem with the way that the Israelis take the 
moral high ground from their appalling treatment in the Holocaust, and 
then inflict gross human rights abuses on the Palestinians because (the 
Palestinians) wish to live in their own country. I am sure that you are 
perfectly nice at a personal level, but no way would I take on 
somebody who had served in the Israeli army. As you may be aware, I 
am not the only UK scientist with these views but I'm sure you will find 
another suitable lab if you look around".  

Students and teachers are banned from European universities just 
because they are Israeli Jews. Ring a bell? 

 

Visit To Palestine 

Having completed arrangements for the proposed visit to Palestine, 

I left Leicester for London by a very early train on Friday, April 23, 

1887. It was a fine morning but rather cold. I arrived in London about 

eight o’clock. Bro. J. J. Andrew met me at the station. He had been 

lecturing in Leicester on the previous Sunday, and had become aware 

of my journey. I stayed in London three hours and had some pleasant 
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chat on the subject. I started again at eleven o’clock by a train leaving 

Holborn Viaduct for Dover where I arrived about one o’clock. At 

Dover, we are by the sea side, looking over to France, the coast line of 

which is dimly visible on the distant horizon. The steamer Assam was 

waiting to take the continental passengers on board, and we started at 

once. The run across occupied an hour and ten minutes. The sea was 

rather rough, which made the brief voyage rather uncomfortable. We 

arrived at Calais, on the French coast, about a quarter past two o’clock. 

The train for Paris was waiting near the landing stage, and we at 

once took our seats. The passengers were not numerous, and were 

principally Englishmen. Our journey to Paris took five hours. On the 

way through the country, I noticed the evidences of the lateness of the 

season with which I had become familiar in connection with my own 

horticultural efforts at home. I had some thoughts of making a brief 

stay in Paris and calling on Baron Rothschild with reference to the 

objects of my visit to the Holy Land; but I ascertained he was in Egypt, 

so I decided to go on. I could not do this however, without changing. I 

got out at the railway terminus and had to get to the Lyons station, the 

southern part of the city—the beautiful but wicked city of Paris. There 

are two ways of getting there. You can go by the circular railway, a 

railway answering to the underground railway in London: or you can 

take a cab right across the city. I did the former. I would advise any one 

to do the latter. With a cab, you can do the distance in half an hour, 

whereas by the circular railway it took an hour and a half. 

Arrived at the Lyons station, I got into the train which started at 

8.30 p.m. for Turin—a journey of 14 hours. The journey was most of it 

in the dark. There were no sleeping cars on the train. I had to make the 

most of my seat on which fortunately there was room to lie down. 

Looking out of the carriage window in the grey of the morning, I saw 

we were nearing Switzerland. The great sombre mountains, rising to a 

great height, were covered with snow. There were some splendid views 

as we passed along. We passed the place where the Queen had just 

arrived to stay, Aix-le-Bains. There was a canopy over the platform 

where she had alighted. The country was mountainous all the way to 

Turin—such mountains as we don’t see in Britain—very high and 

rugged and covered with snow. We steamed into Turin at between 

twelve and one o’clock in the day. After a brief stay, the train resumed 

its journey for Brindisi, on the east coast of the Italian peninsula. 

After leaving Turin, there was a great change in the aspect of the 

country and the state of the weather. The land became flat and the air 

warm and genial, and vegetation appeared a month further advanced 
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than in the parts we had come through. The route lay along the Adriatic 

coast, for 400 or 500 miles. The sea was in view nearly all the way. It 

was a beautiful ride: the country lovely. The Italians are splendid 

gardeners. I had no idea of the extent of their vine cultivation. We 

passed tens of thousands of acres under the vine. Most of them were 

new plantings. I found that the great impulse to the growth of the vine 

in Italy was due to the failure of the vintage in France and Spain from 

the ravages of the phylloxera. If this continues, it will necessarily 

stimulate the growth of the vine in Palestine, for Italy is not able to 

manufacture enough wine to supply the orders they get from those who 

used to get their supplies in France and Spain. 

A more delightful ride I never had than from Turin to Brindisi. In 

the train, I made the acquaintance of a missionary who was going to 

Africa. I afterwards had a good deal of conversation with him on board 

the steamer. It was eleven o’clock on Sunday night when we arrived at 

Brindisi. All was dark. Leaving the train, I went to the hotel used by 

Cook’s travellers—a comfortable place. I was shown to a comfortable 

bed room and had a short but good sleep. The steamer for Alexandria 

was due to start at 4 o’clock in the morning, so there was not a great 

deal of time. Some of the passengers went straight on board from the 

train, but I thought I would get a better rest in the hotel, even if it was 

short. I felt in need of it after such a long railway ride. I thought a right 

sleep at this point would fortify me for the rest of the journey. I was 

called at half-past three, and after a hurried wash and a little breakfast, I 

went on board the steamer, the Siam, a large vessel capable of carrying 

a tonnage of between 3,000 and 4,000—twin ship to the Assam—both 

old tea boats that used to be employed in the China trade. 

Brindisi is a fairly good harbour, and frequented by many ships. 

We started a little before five o’clock. It was a beautiful morning, and 

as we steamed out into the open, the water was calm, and sailing 

pleasant. Our voyage lay down the Adriatic Sea, southward. Land was 

in sight on our left for 24 hours. There were splendid views of the 

mountains of Albania, Greece and the Morea till we came to the Island 

of Crete, which is also very hilly. We lost sight of Crete towards 

evening, and heading towards the African coast, disappeared in the 

darkness of night. When the sun rose next morning, there was no land 

in sight. We were alone on the wide ocean, sailing the track crossed 

several times by Paul in his toilsome journeys for the Lord’s sake over 

1,800 years ago. It was now that I had some talk with the missionary 

before referred to, a young man of about 26. He was in the employment 

of the Church of England, and was going out to Zanzibar. He had been 
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married 3 years and was leaving wife and family behind him. We had a 

good deal of discussion about the truth. He had heard of the 

Christadelphians and had met with them in different places and knew 

our position pretty well. He did not feel himself capable of dealing with 

it. I principally pressed the things of the Kingdom upon his notice as 

furnishing the solution to the political troubles that were afflicting the 

world. He dealt with the subject in a languid sort of way and without 

much interest. He did not strike me as a man in earnest about principles 

of any kind. He made the impression on me that he was following the 

missionary enterprise as a thing that would give him a better position 

than anything else. I had conversation with another gentleman—a 

Frenchman, a surveyor, who had travelled a good deal, and who was on 

his way to India on a surveying expedition. I could not interest him in 

the truth, and so confined my talk to various business matters. 

We arrived at Alexandria at 5 o’clock on the following morning as 

it was getting light. (By-the-way, it gets light all at once, and dark all at 

once out in these parts. There is not the gradual shading off that we are 

accustomed to in northern altitudes. The consequence is that days in the 

East are shorter.) Alexandria looked exceedingly beautiful as we 

approached it from the sea; and the beauty did not disappear on a closer 

acquaintance. We moored at the wharf between eight and nine, and the 

passengers landed immediately. I went to the Abbot Hotel, and having 

deposited my things there, I went round the city. There is very little 

trace of the devastation to which the place was subjected at the time of 

the English bombardment. A few places are not repaired, but they do 

not strike the visitor. The place has thoroughly recovered in 

appearance, and a great many new buildings are being put up—

magnificent buildings of palatial aspect The Palace of Justice is a 

splendid structure, in the putting up of which, enormous quantities of 

marble have been employed. The Bourse is another fine building. 

Returning to lunch, I came out again in the afternoon and had a drive 

round with an Egyptian driver. These drivers nearly all speak English. 

The difficulty for an English traveler who can only speak his own 

tongue is very slight indeed. You meet with people in all directions 

who can speak English. On the very Pyramids, later in my journey, I 

met a lad between 10 and 11 years of age who could speak 13 

languages. They are unusually clever people, the Egyptians—smart and 

bright—and first rate material to work upon if you could educate the 

children. 

Next morning, I rose about 7, and had breakfast about 8. Breakfast 

in these places is not what it is in England. It is not a formal meal. 
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People come in and go out in an irregular sort of way taking what they 

want. It is a failing among the people in the East that they neglect their 

meals in the beginning of the day when they should make the most of 

them, and do the most at night when they should do the least. They 

reverse the order of things. After breakfast I got my things together and 

went on board the steamer that was to take me to Jaffa (ancient Joppa) 

calling, however, at Port Said on the way. It was one of the Austrian 

Lloyd’s steamers The steamer started at ten. We steamed along the 

coast the whole of the day, arriving early next morning at Port Said, at 

the mouth of the Suez Canal. The place has developed with wonderful 

rapidity. Ten years ago, it was desert, and now land is sold by the foot. 

The harbour is a fine one. It is an important coaling station for all the 

ships engaged in the Mediterranean and Indian traffic. There is an 

enormous coal business done with Cardiff in the Bristol Channel. There 

were at least 40 or 50 large vessels there, and hundreds of boats of all 

sorts and sizes, doing a busy trade in conveying passengers to and from 

the ships. Our steamer stayed there a whole day, loading and unloading, 

discharging cargo brought from Alexandria, and taking goods on board 

for the Syrian coast and for Damascus and Odessa—bales of cotton, 

barrels of petroleum, &c., &c. 

We started for the Syrian coast about 8 o’clock at night. It was of 

course soon dark and there was nothing to be seen. We were soon 

ploughing our way through the darkness on the solitary ocean. Getting 

to sleep in our berths, the night soon past. I knew that next morning we 

should be getting our first glimpse of the Holy Land in the distance, so 

I was on the alert and got up early on purpose. We got within sight of 

land about 5 o’clock in the morning. Unfortunately, a drizzling rain, 

accompanied by fog came on—just the same as we have so often in 

England. It was impossible to see much in such a state of the weather. 

The aspect of the country was disappointing at first under the 

circumstances: I eagerly scanned the coast but could make out but very 

little. I could see the country was mountainous, but on the whole, it was 

devoid of anything in appearance to distinguish it from an ordinary 

coast line seen from the sea. 

Things began to wear a different aspect as we approached Jaffa. 

There was here an abundance of trees and vegetation that took off the 

desolate look which the earlier parts of the coast seemed to have. As we 

got nearer, I could see the hills were covered with shrubs and flowers, 

and there was a great extension of orange groves and fig plantations, all 

in full leaf, just in their beauty as far as appearance goes, though the 

orange crop was nearly over. Jaffa is one of the worst places in the 
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world to land at. It has no harbour, properly speaking. There are some 

half-dozen ships at anchor in front of the town, and some smaller craft, 

which do business in timber up and down the coast. The steamers make 

a weekly call, which gives some life to the place. Here then was Joppa, 

where Peter received the vision on the house-top, and the command to 

go to Caesarea, some 50 miles further up the coast to the north, to open 

the door of faith to the Gentiles. It was deeply interesting to reflect on 

this. Some boats were unloading timber opposite a house said to be “the 

house of one Simon a tanner.” I should think there is little doubt, from 

its position, that this would be the correct site of the house where Peter 

lodged. Two large houses stand there. It is, of course, unlikely, in view 

of the destruction that befell the place at the time of the Roman 

invasion, and the destructive changes of succeeding ages, that either of 

them is the veritable building so interesting to us Gentiles, but it may 

be, and probably is, the correct site “by the sea.” 

The landing from the steamer was difficult. Boats were provided by 

Messrs. Cook—splendid boats, but there was a swell on the water, 

which made it hazardous to enter them. We had to get off the steamer 

into the boats while both were rolling in the water, which was not easy. 

The boats dashed against the steamer several times during the 

operation. It was really dangerous The ladies had almost to be carried 

bodily from the ladder on the side of the steamer into the boat. When 

once we got away from the steamer’s side, the danger was not over, for 

there are rocks between the steamer and the shore, and the boats have 

to be piloted very carefully among these rocks. The openings among 

these rocks are not more than 20 feet across, and it requires skilful 

handling to prevent the boats being dashed to pieces. The Messrs. Cook 

always employ qualified men to manage this part of the business. Clear 

of the rocks, we were at what can scarcely be called a landing stage. 

The point at which we stepped ashore consists of a number of steps, 

some of them worn through. The passengers have to clamber up as best 

they may, and cannot well do it without assistance. 

Finally landed, I found the town very dirty. It had been raining 

freely, and the roads were very muddy and uncomfortable. We walked 

to the top of the rising ground just before us, and there we found a 

conveyance waiting for us. Getting into this, we were taken to 

Jerusalem Hotel, kept by a Mr. Hardegg. Mr. Hardegg is an American 

by birth. He came over when a lad with his father, who was a leading 

man among the Adventists. The hotel is a fairly comfortable place. It 

was Sunday morning, about 9 o’clock, when I arrived there, and I did 

not leave till the Wednesday morning following. Shortly after I reached 
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the hotel, it began to rain again, and I stayed in most of the day. Later 

in the day, it cleared enough to allow some people to go out, but came 

on again at night. I took advantage of the lull in the afternoon to go 

round the city for a view of the buildings and gardens. I was surprised 

to find the place so extensive. It is rapidly growing in importance. 

There are numerous new buildings, among which schools are 

prominent. The Russians are represented in these institutions, as well as 

the French and English. There is a great deal of business done. Of 

course I did not see much on the Sunday. The nature of the town does 

not allow of comparison with an English town. The land rises from the 

sea; the streets are steep and difficult to get through: and the houses 

very much scattered. The town is not compacted into streets as an 

English town is. It has very much outgrown itself. The old part of the 

town is the most uncomfortable part—streets close and narrow. Here, 

however, the principal part of the business is done. The newer part is 

pleasanter. I cannot speak definitely as to the size of the town, but I 

should think the population would be about 25,000. It is very difficult 

to ascertain a point like this. I made a good many enquiries, without 

much result. 

Sunday night was quite stormy. The rain dashed very plentifully 

against the window, and my slippers which happened to be against the 

window were filled with water in the morning. Nevertheless, I was glad 

at the rain. I felt it was just the thing that was wanted, as the country 

had not had its usual supply of rain, and was suffering in consequence. 

On the second day, Monday, the weather was fine, and I got out of 

doors early. I was anxious to get information about the vineyards and 

orange groves, more particularly as to the modes of propagation and the 

varieties they found it best to grow. I had ascertained a good deal about 

fig and orange culture out in California, and was wishful to make 

comparisons. But I found it very difficult to get access to the right 

sources for information. I was refused admittance to the groves and 

plantations. People used to be allowed round, but nobody was admitted 

at all now, evidently from motives of trade jealousy. The trade in figs, 

grapes and oranges, had advanced enormously for years past, and the 

proprietors seemed anxious to keep affairs in their own hands. I was 

told that anyone who knew Jaffa 15 years ago, and visiting it now, 

would not know it as regards the development of groves and plantations 

for the growth of these things. 

I went back to the hotel about midday, feeling a little foiled. After 

lunch and a rest, I sallied out again in the evening. This time I took 

another direction. I went about a mile and a half along the road that 
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leads to Jerusalem. This is more of a level road than the road I had been 

in the morning. There are orchards and plantations on each side of the 

road. Near one of the orchards, I saw a native making orange boxes. I 

asked him if the proprietor was to be seen. He pointed to a gentleman a 

few paces off. This gentleman had heard me ask the question and 

advanced to meet me. He said to me, “You speak English.” “Yes,” I 

said, “so do you.” I found he was an Armenian, and had been in 

England, and had spent a good deal of his time previously in India, and 

that he was in the English service in some way. We got into 

conversation on horticultural matters. I made some statements in 

reference to my knowledge and experience of such things. He called in 

question what I said. He said he could soon prove what he said in 

opposition to me. This was the very thing I wanted. He took me into his 

place to show me what he himself had done. This led to enlarging 

conversation, and gave me the opportunity of seeing what I wanted to 

see. He not only showed me over his own estate, but introduced me to 

other gardens as well, among which he was well known. 

I got much valuable information in this way, and it may possibly 

prove to their advantage to have spoken to me. I was able to tell them 

things of some value to them. For example, my friend told me he had 

sent a great many oranges to England, but were kept out of the best 

market (viz., London market) on account of traffic arrangements. He 

was able, by special arrangement, to send oranges to Liverpool at 1s 9d. 

per cwt., but he could not send to London except at excessive rates; and 

he was wondering whether it would not pay even to send them by rail 

from Liverpool to London, instead of shipping direct to London. I told 

him that in these times of competition, I had known of the London and 

North-Western Railway carrying cheese from Liverpool to London at 

6d. per cwt to compete with vessels trading direct from New York to 

London; and that I would ascertain for him the lowest rates at which 

they would carry his produce over the same route. This touched a 

spring of harmony and made him very friendly. I was wonderfully 

interested in the way he conducted his business. I saw some very 

excellent methods of propagation. I found that the best stock on which 

to graft the orange is the lemon. Orange culture is quite lucrative out 

here. In the course of conversation, my friend remarked that the man 

who had 10 acres of orange grove in Palestine did not need anything 

else in this world. At the end of our conversation, I was invited to 

coffee, a high token of good feeling in the East. My friend gave me a 

cordial parting, and asked me to call and see him whenever I was that 

way.                                                                        –Bro. Viccars Collyer 
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Gossip 

If there is a grievous departure from the way of truth, we must 

speak to a brother about it, but let us speak about it privately. Don’t 

report the matter. If there is no departure from the way of truth, but 

merely the exhibition of constitutional weakness, be patient; take no 

notice. Instead of this, you go to another, and say “Why So and So has 

been behaving shamefully, hasn’t he?” “How,” says the other, “what is 

it?” and then you let off your story, which, if ever so trifling in its 

origin in your mind, makes a deep impression upon the mind of the 

other—an impression, it may be, not warranted by the original facts, 

but inevitably created by your representation. If you feel a thing 

strongly, you express it strongly, and the other having only your strong 

expressions to go by, naturally conceives a vivid and overdrawn picture 

of the matter. The result is that when he is thrown in contact with the 

man against whom you have been speaking, there is a coldness. Others 

hear of it and catch the cold, and there is a general brewing of bad 

feeling, all through next to nothing at all. “A little matter kindleth a 

great fire;” “A tale-bearer separateth friends.” 

Tale-bearers ought to be kept down. They ought not to be listened 

to. It is their duty to go to the person themselves. This is Christ’s rule, 

and there are a lot of little rules, which, if they were observed, would 

cause a much better state of things to prevail. If brethren are trying to 

do their best, encourage them. Do not repeat things. Let us do our duty. 

All these things are hinted at in what Peter says in the chapter read: 

“Wherefore, laying aside all malice and all guile, and hypocrisies, and 

envies and all evil speaking, as new-born babes, desire the sincere milk 

of the Word, that ye may grow thereby.” Now, this is very beautiful. 

When a person is full of unfriendly gossip—under the dominion of 

cantankerous feelings, which burn in his own bosom, and spread 

wherever he goes, how can the Word have a place in his heart? It is 

impossible. There is no more fatal thing than the fermentation of roots 

of bitterness.                                                 Bro. Robert Roberts—1868 

 

Scripture quotes and Bro. Roberts’ Comments No.1 

Scriptural quote: — 

“Shouldest thou help the ungodly and love them that hate the 

Lord?”—2 Chronicles 19: 2. 

Bro. Roberts said, “Jehoshaphat was a good man, but lacking in 

firmness towards evil-doers. He could not refuse their friendly 
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advances. He consented to matrimonial alliance with the family of 

Ahab. His son ‘had the daughter of Ahab to wife.’ The consequence 

was ‘Jehoram walked in the way of the (wicked) kings of Israel, to 

whom his wife belonged, and he wrought that which was evil in the 

eyes of the Lord.’” 

(Extract from “Dare to be a Daniel” “Seasons of Comfort” Volume 

2 Page 525.) 

Scriptural quote: — 

“The ox knoweth his owner and the ass his master’s crib: but Israel 

doth not know; My people doth not consider.”—Isaiah 1: 3. 

Bro. Roberts said, “Why was the complaint placed on record? That 

men might afterwards know that people thus ‘unthankful and unholy’ 

are offensive to Him. There is a popular impression abroad to the effect 

that if there is a God, He is kind without discrimination. — ‘The Lord 

taketh pleasure in them that fear Him, in them that hope in His 

mercy.’” 

(Extract from “God’s Greatness shown in small Mercies.” “Seasons 

of Comfort” Volume 2 Page180.) 

Scriptural quote: — 

“I have prepared with all my heart, for the house of my God.”—1 

Chronicles 29:2. 

Bro. Roberts said, “It all depends upon the use to which a man puts 

his wealth, as to what it is to him—whether his ruin or his salvation. 

Science, music, business—all things have their right place when God is 

on the throne.” 

(Extract from “God’s Greatness shown in small Mercies” “Seasons 

of Comfort” Volume 2 Page 183.) 

Scriptural quote: — 

“Be ye DOERS of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your 

own selves.”—James 1:22. 

Bro. Roberts said, “Many will find at last that they have been 

deceiving themselves in their hope of acceptance. Christ wants 

FRIENDS—men with hearts at his disposal—men given over to him—

men with whom he is the governing idea, the star of their course, the 

mainspring of their movements, the inspiration of their life.” 

(Extract from “The World” “Seasons of Comfort” Volume 1 Page 

215.) 
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Blood and Things Strangled 

PAUL allowed the eating of things offered in sacrifice to idols, 

provided the fact of their having been so offered was not paraded as a 

reason for eating (1 Cr. 10:27-28). This shows that the interdict of Acts 

15:29 was an affair of expediency in the circumstances of the time 

(v.21), and not a commandment based upon what might be called 

intrinsic morality. This elasticity would not, of course, apply to 

fornication, which was part of the idolatrous ceremonies. And if any 

think it does not apply to 'blood and things strangled,' it is best to 

respect their scruples. There is no hardship in abstaining from both.

                    —Bro. Robert Roberts, 1891 

 

Breaking Bread Not Voluntary 

The breaking of bread is not an observance left to voluntary love. It 
is one of the things Paul refers to as— 

"The ordinances which I delivered unto you" (1 Cor. 11:2).  

An ordinance is that which is ordained, and a thing commanded. To 
say, then, that Christ's appointment in this matter—"DO this, in 
remembrance of me"—is a loving 'request,' and not a command, is to go 
against the fact, and to teach a doctrine both dangerous and treasonable.  

Dangerous, because it would leave the natural man at liberty to 
consult his own convenience, and lead him into ways of forgetfulness, 
ruin, and death. Treasonable, because it tends to invalidate the leading 
and most beneficial of the sovereign ordinances of the House of God. 

                                                              —Bro. Robert Roberts, 1897
        
 BREAKING bread is a solemn command, to be done regularly 
with the Body. We dare not tamper with this command on the excuse of 
our own feelings or current problems or subjective notions of the flesh. If 
there is something that makes us feel especially unworthy to break bread 
on any specific occasion, it should be corrected IMMEDIATELY by 
repentance and prayer, and not prolonged in misguided self-indulgence. 
We have no right at any time to delay or pass up the ordinance in its 
proper place at its proper time. When we are is when we need it and its 
wholesome, flesh-humbling discipline most, troubled and all that it 
implies and signifies. Let us not make divine command subservient to the 
vagaries of the flesh. Rather let us, with God's help through prayer, 
rigidly discipline the flesh promptly and resolutely, and not cater to its 
feelings. To so play with this ordinance, though well-meaning, can lead to 
disaster. GVG—The Berean Jan. 1981 [This was in answer to a query of 
mine to Bro. Growcott regarding a brother who abstained from the 
breaking of bread till he had made things right with someone who 
offended him. FJH]  
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Obedience Inevitably Follows Love 

It might be supposed at first sight that obedience is at least a 

difficult part of the divine conditions, even if humility and belief were 

easy. In truth, it may turn out that obedience is the easiest of the three, 

when the two other are in sound form.  

What is more natural—more inevitable—than action when its 

causes are active? The strength of an idea in causing a man to act may 

even be terrific. It is this that makes mental derangement so dangerous: 

all the executive power that is ordinarily at the command of correct 

impression lends itself as readily to false as to true ideas, just as a 

locomotive engine will dash forward, whether the driving lever be 

turned by a child or a man.  

Only let belief be vivid and sincere, and action will require no 

forcing. Let a man believe in God, and LOVE Him, and he will not find 

it difficult to obey Him. This is where the importance lies of 'keeping 

the heart with all diligence.' But if a man fritter away faith by neglect, 

then obedience will soon die.  

When David said, 'I made haste to keep Thy commandments,' he 

expressed a state of mind that is almost natural where David's strength 

of conviction exists.  

An obedient life is the natural outcome of knowledge and faith. 

And knowledge and faith depend upon the measures we take to acquire 

them.                                                          —Bro. Robert Roberts, 1898 

 AS bro. Roberts points out so truly, if obedience is weak, obviously 

love is weak. And if love is weak, obviously faith is weak. Faith, we are 

told, 'cometh by hearing' (reading, meditation, prayer—and lots of it). We 

have got to develop spiritually, by these means, until the drive and desire 

for total obedience and closeness to God is paramount in us: an 

irresistible fire. It is all a matter of how we choose to occupy the mind. We 

ARE what we THINK, and we can control that, with constant prayerful 

effort. GVG 

Proverbs 

The book of Proverbs is particularly easy of digestion, and rich in 

its nourishment of the New Man. It possesses a higher character than is 

usually allowed for it in our day. It is common to think of it as a book 

of moral maxims owing their excellence to Solomon's natural sagacity. 

It is a book of moral maxims, truly, but it is much more. It is a book of 

revelation. It is a book in which the mind of God is unveiled, and a 

correct and authoritative declaration of Truth not accessible to man in 

nature.  
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We learn this from the frequent quotation of it by the apostles as an 
authority on divine matters, and from the information that what 
superiority of wisdom Solomon may have displayed in its composition 
was a direct gift from God (I Kings 4:29). Its position in the compiled 
Scriptures of which Jesus says 'they cannot be broken' is alone 
conclusive on this point.  

When we compare the wisdom embodied in the Proverbs with the 
'morals' of Gentile philosophy, of whatever school, we discover a great 
contrast and a further evidence of divinity. The difference is this: one 
has God in it, and the other has not. By some Gentile philosophers, the 
idea of God may be recognized in the abstract, but not as the moving 
spring of philosophic morality.                —Bro. Robert Roberts, 1880 

 

Re-Immersion 

There is such a thing as growth in knowledge after the obedience of 
the Truth. The question of the validity of immersion where such growth 
has taken place must be left to individual conscience. The risk is the 
person's own and must be left with them if they see no reason to doubt 
their position. No man can draw the exact line at which validity begins 
and ends. Where the whole Truth is received, the brethren in fellowship 
are not compromised. It is different where the Truth in some of its 
elements is opposed.                                  —Bro. Robert Roberts, 1888  

BRO. Roberts is obviously speaking of someone baptized into a sound 

Body, and later growing in knowledge. In the case of any baptized by 

others, who later apply to us, the local brethren must be free to make 

their determination of the validity of the baptism. GVG 

 

Publishing of Error 

The editor of The Truth (!) magazine solicits 'literary contributions 
from those holding views of doctrine not generally endorsed by the 
brethren.' What an extraordinary proposal on the part of a man 
professing to hold and to serve the Truth! A man is not fit to be an 
editor who either has no definite convictions of his own, or who is not 
prepared to stand by his convictions, and asks his contributors to say 
anything they like, on the plea that he is 'no autocrat,' and that he will 
'not feel bound to interfere with any observations.'  
                                            —Bro. Robert Roberts, 1892  

What would brother Roberts think of what's going on in this line 

today! GVG 
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Marriage and Purity 

We heartily agree that it is a shame it should be necessary to defend 

purity among saints. To those who ask such questions, however, the 

answer is obvious. Marriage consists, as defined in Gen. 2:24, of a man 

leaving his father and mother and uniting himself with the woman of 

his choice, after which they are 'one flesh.' Jesus refers to it, and Paul 

re-echoes it in Eph. 5: 31. Therefore Gen. 2:24 is made binding on all 

who seek to be subject to Christ.  

The 'leaving of father and mother' shows the formalness, openness 

and publicity that have been essential to marriage from the very 

earliest. The open assumption of marital responsibility, and the open 

profession of the marriage covenant, are part of the act of marriage. 

Without it, there is an absence of the thing expressed in the word 

'marriage.'  

The principal element of marriage is the recognition of the 

community, and the power to enforce the compact in the case of the 

faithless. All Bible cases of marriage illustrate the point.  

Licentious sophistry, the slave of lust, would limit the institution to 

private agreement between the two parties concerned, by which 

diabolical gloss, innocence has often been corrupted by scoundrels, and 

the saying of the apostles illustrated that: "Destruction and misery are 

in their ways" (Rom. 3:16).  

Marriage being the open, public, and avowed union of man and 

woman, the answer given last month (Berean, Mar., 1980, p. 86) 

follows as a matter of course. The Scriptures never contemplate the 

admissibility of intercourse till after marriage (1 Cor. 7:9; Gen. 29:21). 

Before then it is fornication* (1 Cor. 7:2). Men and women are not 

husbands and wives till after marriage, whatever their intentions may 

be.  

ALL intercourse out of wedlock is fornication. Men who are bound 

by their profession of the Truth to shun the very appearance of evil, and 

to addict themselves to whatever is pure and of good report, ought to 

have no difficulty attaining decided views on such a question. 

Righteous men will have no difficulty, and on such a question they can 

have no parley with others.  

They will not for an instant acknowledge fellowship with any who 

defend this evil doctrine, or who put themselves forward as apologists 

for those who practice it. It is the devil in his vilest shape, whom 
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faithful saints will chase from their presence with detestation and 

abhorrence. "Without holiness, no man shall see the Lord" (Heb. 

12:14).  Knowledge without righteousness is a mockery and a delusion.

                                —Bro. Robert Roberts, 1880 

 *Which vile abomination precludes from the Kingdom of God (I 

Cor. 6:9; Gal. 5:19-20; 1 Tim. l :10.)  

IT is a shame, as bro. Roberts says, that such basic aspects of 

cleanliness and holiness need ever to be mentioned among those who have 

professed a submission to, and love of, the God of holiness. But the vile, 

lip-religious, Bible-rejecting world around us is sinking deeper and deeper 

into filth and immorality, and these unclean abominations (for which God 

in wrath wiped out the Canaanites) are being increasingly glorified as 

'progress' and 'enlightenment.' So we must keep hammering away at 

God's holy, life-giving laws, which never change.  

People certainly cannot profess to want to learn the Truth and serve 

God, while deliberately continuing to live in the corruption of adultery, 

which, under pure divine law, is an abomination and a capital offense. 

And we as faithful brethren of Christ cannot righteously have any part in 

their so doing. It would be like teaching a murderer the Truth while he is 

openly and professedly planning a murder. A tremendous change of 

feeling on their part is essential, and total revulsion against the shame of 

their former uncleanness.  

It is possible by familiarity to completely lose our realization of the 

dreadful seriousness of these things, and how abominable they are to the 

holy wrath of God. A true seeker of God would recoil from them in 

horror, and repudiate them in shame.  

"Without holiness, NO man shall see the Lord" (Heb. 12:14).  

This is fundamental, which many will learn at last to their eternal 

shame. To knowingly flout God's holy laws, even temporarily, is the very 

OPPOSITE of holiness.  

Holiness is the primary responsibility and identifying characteristic of 

the Household, and a clear, sharp realization of this is more than ever 

important in these days. The world is becoming so corrupt, and 

corruption is becoming so every-day common, that the great danger is 

that we shall dull our vital and vivid recognition of the necessity of 

holiness.  

We must thunder against corruption with the voice of a trumpet. We 

dare not soft-pedal our denunciation, and the uncompromisingly high call 

to absolute holiness, just because some feelings may be bruised. The 

Exceptive Clause is not a broad brush for tolerance of evil, nor  
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is it a carte blanche to throw holiness to the winds. And that is what 

sometimes it seems all too easily and thoughtlessly to be taken to be.  

Baptism requires a total, fixed commitment to holiness in everything: 

an utter abhorrence of ALL unholiness—'hating even the garment spotted 

by the flesh.'  

The Body of Christ—the pure Bride of Christ, striving to be 'without 

spot and blameless,' and thus acceptable to her Lord—cannot be 

wholesome and healthy if it panders, or even appears to pander, merely 

briefly to unholiness.  

What about the 'mercy' of God? There will be PLENTY of need for 

that for all of us—(and may we all pray fervently for it)—AFTER we 

have striven to do our very best to be holy. For  

those who have not, there will be no mercy. God is gracious—but HE IS 

NOT MOCKED.  GVG 

 

Ecclesia of Women 

The professors of the truth in Paisley number fourteen. Only three 

of these are men—the women forming the major portion of the 

ecclesia. This, of course, will depress outward activity somewhat, but 

need not affect internal vitality, living power, or lively faith, hope and 

love. The language of the Psalmist, expressing the mind of the Spirit, 

desires that “our daughters may be as corner stones, polished after the 

similitude of a palace.” They will doubtless perceive the usefulness and 

importance of “corner stones,” without which the building could not 

stand. Having been hewn out of the quarry, in a natural, rough, 

unshapely condition, the process of polishing must be commenced, and 

continued, until the clear, smooth surface reflects the graces of truth, 

purity and love. Considerations of this kind should stimulate each one 

to put forth greater energy and more zeal in the work of building up the 

scattered portions of the household of Christ.  

                                                                    Bro. John Thomas—1870 

Bre. Roberts and Thomas 

After reading the works of Brother Roberts, we are convinced that 
he possessed a profound knowledge of the Scriptures. Therefore, when 
he said that Brother Thomas left nothing to discover, we are also 
convinced that he found "the pearl of great price." One thing is certain, 
he did not hide it in the earth, but has given it to us in Elpis Israel and 
Eureka. A little investigation will reveal that where Eureka is studied, 
there the Bible is better known and understood, and held in grateful 
reverence.                                                                   —Bro. G.A.Gibson 
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Hints For Bible Markers 

The Psalms 

Psalm 4:4 

 “Stand in awe, and sin not: commune with your own heart upon 
your bed, and be still. Selah.” 

The opening words of this Psalm, “stand in awe, and sin not” 
may be better translated, “Be angry and sin not.” This is how it is 
translated in some Bibles, including the Septuagint. Anger is a loss 
of control! How many times have we heard of someone doing 
something horrific, something they would not have ordinarily done, 
but they were angry and out-of-control. How often have we said or 
done something we deeply regret and would take back if we could, 
out of anger. Brother Growcott once wrote: 

“ANGER. There are 3 very interesting statements concerning 
anger, especially interesting because of the AV translation- 

Matt. 5:22—“Angry WITHOUT A CAUSE.” 
1 Cor. 13:5—“Love is not EASILY provoked.” 

Titus 1:7—“Not SOON angry.” 

The weakening qualifications: “without cause, easily, and soon,” 
are not in the original. The commands condemn human anger 
without qualification. The RV omits the first 2 qualifications: the 
Diaglott omits all three. 

To justify anger in man, it is customary to refer to Christ 
exhibiting anger. We might just as well justify violence because he 
drove the moneychangers from the Temple. He was acting for God, 
directly, by direct inspiration of the Spirit. But the commands for 
US are crystal clear— 

“The wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God” 
(James 1:20). 

“Put away ALL wrath and anger” (Eph. 4:21). 
“Anger resteth in the bosom of fools” (Eccl. 7:9). 
“Put off ALL these: anger, wrath, etc.” (Col. 3:8). 
“The works of the flesh…wrath” (Gal. 5:19-20).”   

At the end of our day the Lord would like us to consider our 
ways, especially concerning anger. We are to wake up in the 
morning thinking of God's ways, consider his precepts during the 
day, and fall asleep thinking of Him, how we have failed or sinned 
and might better obey Him in the coming day. 

Continued next month should the Lord will                   Bro. Beryl Snyder 


