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Ecclesial News 
HOUSTON, TX-1427 Willow Rock, Sunday School, 10 am; Memorial, 11 am; 
Wednesday Bible study/discussion, 11 am ; Monthly lecture every third Sunday, 
God willing, (schedules may change, so please contact bro. Tim Calk (713-861-
2263; tim.calk@mac.com) 

DEAR beloved brothers and sisters of like precious faith, loving 
Greetings from the Houston Berean Christadelphian Ecclesia. 

It's been much too long since our last ecclesial news posting, and 
for that I apologize. Time passes so quickly that it is easy to neglect 
important duties, but we must do our best to maintain correspondence 
with our brothers/sisters, especially with the Master's return so near. 

Since our last posting, we, like all of our brothers/sisters of like 
precious faith, have experienced good and ill events. We know such 
are part of our probation. The good has included the various annual 
and quarterly gatherings in London, Ontario and Hye, Texas, the 
visits of several brothers/sisters, and the addition of brothers and 
sisters into the Household of Faith. Much of this glad news was 
described by bro. Shawn Tyler in a previous issue. 

The bad news is, as most of you already know, bro. Don Newcomer 
fell asleep in the Lord Dec. 15, 2016, and his dear sister/wife of 63 
years, sis. Nevillyn, fell asleep in the Lord Nov. 11, 2017. Both were 
faithful, active servants of the Truth for 55+ years, and almost all 
of us have some book, pamphlet, or article on the Truth that bro. 
Don printed during his half-century labor in the Lord's vineyard. 

Our loving Father is mindful of His children's losses and sorrows 
and mercifully comforts them with His wonderful kindnesses. The 
same day sis. N evillyn feel asleep in Christ, another pilgrim was 
called out of darkness into His marvelous light and began her so
journ on that one true path that leads to eternal life. On Nov. 11, 
2017, MARTHA CROWNOVER, daughter of sis. Donna and bro. 
Jim Crownover, gave a good confession of faith, went through the 
waters of baptism, and put on the saving name of Jesus Christ. We, 
like the angels of God, rejoiced in that blessed occasion and in the 

(Continued on page 103) 

FRATERNAL GATHERINGS (If The Lord Will) 
HYE, TX-Mon., Jul. 29-Sun., Aug. 4-bro. Dan Clubb, 4015 Black Oak Dr., 
Carrollton, Texas, USA 75007. Phone (972) 800-1858; Email: danclubb@ 
verizon.net. 
LONDON, ON-Sat., & Sun., Oct. 12 & 13-bro. Tim Clubb, 202 Millbank Dr., 
London, Ontario, Canada N6C 4W1 ; Phone (519) 455-9962; Email: timclubb@ 
hotmail.com 

"THE BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN (ISSN 0199-4131) is published 
monthly for $15.00 U.S. per year by The Berean Christadelphian, 3540 
Pineridge, Houston, Texas, U.S.A. 77009. Periodicals postage paid at 
Houston, Texas, U.S.A. 77201. POSTMASTER: Send address chang
es to THE BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN, 3540 Pineridge, Houston, 
Texas, U.S.A. 77009." 
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I 

Studies and Thoughts svsRoTHERJOHNTHOMAs 

THE APOCALYPSE ROOTED IN THE PROPHETS (Cont'd) 

THE APOCALYPSE IN ZEPHANIAH 
ZEPHANIAH was contemporary with Jeremiah, and proph

esied in the reign of Josiah, king of Judah. Jehovah declared 
by him, that he would utterly consume all things, constituting 
Judah's commonwealth, from off the Holy Land. This was to 
come to pass, because Jerusalem "obeyed not the voice; received 
not correction; trusted not in Jehovah; drew not near to her 
Elohim. Her princes within her were as roaring lions; her judges 
as evening wolves; her prophets light and treacherous persons; 
and her priests had polluted the sanctuary, and done violence 
to the law." 

We can look back by the light of history, and see how terrible 
hath been the indignation of Jehovah and his Christ. The sea 
coast of Palestine, once so rich and flourishing in the hands of 
the Philistines, has become, as Zephaniah predicted, "dwellings 
and cottages for shepherds, and folds for flocks;" and "an afflicted 
and poor people only is left in the midst of the land." 

The Philistines, and Moab, and Ammon, and Nineveh, and 
Khushistan, people all contemporary with the prophet, have 
all passed away as he foretold; and a despised remnant of his 
countrymen alone continue, a living monument of woe. But of 
this remnant and their country the prophet has recorded great 
and glorious things. 

"The sea coast," says he, "shall be for the house of Judah; and 
they shall feed thereupon: for Jehovah their Elohim shall visit 
them, and turn away their captivity. They shall spoil Moab and 
Ammon; and shall possess them." 

This change in the fortunes of the poor and afflicted rem
nant of Israel, the prophet shows, is to occur at a period when 
Jehovah's wrath is to be let loose against the nations. Jehovah 
informs us through the prophet, what his determination is with 
respect to the world at the coming crisis. Addressing the afflicted 
remnant, Jehovah says-

"Wait ye for me, until the day that I rise up to the prey''-"the 
Day of Wrath and Apocalypse" of Paul-'o/"or my determination 
is to gather the nations, to assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon 
them mine indignation, even all my fierce anger; for with the fire 
of my jealousy all the earth shall be devoured." 

The result of this manifestation and outpouring of wrath will 
be sevenfold-
1. The Apocalypse of Jehovah, the King of Israel in Jerusalem; 
2. The taking away of judgments from Jerusalem; 
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3. The purification and pardon of the remnant; 
4. The exaltation oflsrael to fame and praise throughout the world; 
5. Their restoration to the Holy Land from all parts of the earth; 
6. The abolition of all the "Names and Denominations," and other 
superstitions of every form, shade, and colour, that now bewilder 
and divide mankind; and which are sustained as elements of the 
civil and ecclesiastical polity of the nations; and, 
7. The establishment of One Religion and One Government for 
all the world. 

In view of these things, the prophet exclaims, "Sing, 0 daugh
ter of Zion; shout, 0 Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the heart, 
0 daughter of Jerusalem," "the Mother of us all" (Gal. 4:26). 

"Jehovah hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out 
thine enemy; the King of Israel, Jehovah, is in the midst of thee: 
THOU SHALT NOT SEE EVIL ANY MORE. Jehovah thine 
Elohim (that is, the Mystical Christ) in the midst of thee is might: 
He will save; he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his 
love; he will joy over thee with singing. Behold at that time I will 
undo all that affl,ict thee; and I will save her.that halteth, and 
will gather her that was driven out; and I will get them praise 
and fame in every land where they have been put to shame." 

It is manifest, however, to every considerate person, that 
this glorious result for Israel and the Saints (for the one is not 
redeemed without the other) can only be consequent upon the 
binding of the Dragon and conquest of the kings of the earth, as 
represented in the Apocalypse. The governments must be broken 
as a potter's vessel, or Israel, the Saints, and the nations, cannot 
attain the blessing promised. The testimony of all the prophets 
concurs in this; and that when broken, the grand obstacle to 
the world's blessedness will be removed; and that "then will 
Jehovah turn to the peoples a pure lip, that they may all call 
upon the name of Jehovah, to serve him with one consent. For 
he will famish all the Elohim of the earth, (among whom are the 
clerical soul-traders of the Apocalypse,) and men shall worship 
him, every one from his country, all the isles of the nations" 
-ch. 1:1; 2:6,7,9,11; 3:1-4,8,9,14-19. 

* * * 
THE APOCALYPSE IN HAGGAI 

HAGGAI prophesied about a century after Zephaniah; and 
was contemporary with Zechariah, and the rebuilding of the 
Temple after the return from Babylon. He stirred the people up 
to finish it. Zerubbabel, son of David, and ancestor of Joseph 
the husband of Mary, and of Mary and Jesus, was Governor of 
Judah under the Persians; and Joshua, the son of Josedech, high 

· priest. These were "men of sign;" that is, men representative of 
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ONE, who shall afterwards himself occupy, at one and the. same 
time, the position of Governor and High Priest of the nation. 
Zerubbabel and Joshua are so regarded both by Haggai and 
Zechariah. In reference to the apocalypse of the Holy One they 
typified, Jehovah says in Haggai-

"Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and 
the earth, and the sea, and the dry; and I will shake all nations, 
and that to be desired of all nations they shall come (bahu, 3 p. 
plur.), and I will fill this house with glory." And this "yet once 
more," says Paul, "signifieth the removing of those things which 
may be shaken as of things that are constituted, that those things 
which cannot be shaken may remain." 

The heavens and earth shaken in the Babylonian desolation, 
were shaken "once more"in the Roman. But the time approaches 
when the heavens, earth, sea, and dry land of the Gentile world, 
are also to be convulsed. Therefore Jehovah commanded Haggai 
to speak to Zerubbabel and say-

''I will shake the heavens and the earth: and I will overthrow 
the thrones of kingdoms, and I will destroy the strength of the 
kingdoms of the nations; and I will overthrow the chariots, and 
those that ride in them; and the horses and their riders shall come 
down, every one by the sword of his brother. In that day, saith 
Jehovah of armies, I will take thee, 0 Zerubbabel, my servant, 
son of Shealtiel, and will make thee as a signet; for I have chosen 
thee, saith Jehovah of armies'~Hag. 2:6-7, 21-23. 

Now as these things did not come to pass in the lifetime of 
Zerubbabel, he was either a representative of his descendant the 
Son of Mary who shall be the ensign; or he must be raised from 
the dead ifit is to be personally accomplished in him. Whichever 
alternative may be accepted, this is certain, that Zerubbabel is 
to be a living man when the shaking of the nations predicted 
shall come to pass. The prophecy then, relates to our future, and 
will be found hereafter to have been incorporated in some of the 
scenes of the Apocalypse. 

* * * 
THE APOCALYPSE IN ZECHARIAH 

The next prophet in the order of the Old Testament is ZECHA
RIAH; a book which, like all the preceding, is intimately connected 
with the Apocalypse of the Anointed Jesus. Zechariah was con
temporary with Zerubbabel, Joshua the High Priest, and Haggai, 
and prophesied about 520 years before the birth of Jesus. 

Like John in Patmos, Zechariah had a Vision of Horses of 
divers colors-red horses, bay horses, and pale horses, ranged 
behind a Man upon a red horse, standing among myrtle-trees. 
The branches of myrtle-trees were used in the construction of 
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booths under which Israel dwelt in celebrating the Feast of 
Tabernacles. In their rebelliousness the Jews are regarded as 
briers and thorns; but in restoration, because ofrighteousness, 
they are olive-branches, pine-branches, myrtle-branches, and 
palm-branches. 

When, therefore, it is prophesied in Isaiah 55: 13-''Instead 
of the thorn shall come up the fir-tree, and instead of the brier 
shall come up the myrtle-tree: and it shall be to Jehovah for a 
name, for an Aion-memorial that shall not be cut off;" and in 
Isa. 41: 19-

''I will plant in the wilderness the cedar, the shittah-tree, and 
the myrtle, and the olive-tree: I will set in the desert the fir-tree, the 
pine, and the box-tree together; that they may see, and know, and 
consider, and understand together, that the hand of Jehovah hath 
done this, and the Holy One of Israel (Christ) hath created it." 

When these things are declared, it not only imports that the 
land previously desolate shall become like Eden, the Garden of 
Jehovah (Eze. 36:35), but that all its inhabitants in Messiah's 
Olahm, the MillennialAion, shall be "trees of righteousness, the 
planting of Jehovah, that he might be glorified''-(lsa. 61:3). 

These considerations fix the time of Zechariah's horses at rest, 
at the Feast of Tabernacles first ensuing, when the Holy One 
of Israel, the Man on the Red Horse, shall have completed his 
conquests, and shall be Prince of Peace in the midst of Israel. 
He and his cavalry march to and fro through the earth with 
blood, signified by redness, famine by the bay, and pestilence by 
the pale or whitish, until the earth is reduced to submission, 
and obtains rest from these calamities. This vision is reproduced 
in the Apocalypse, only on a more extended scale; but with the 
same result. 

"Thus saith Jehovah of armies," who, as Moses saith, "is a 
Man of War" and "a Jealous Power," ''I am jealous for Jerusalem 
and for Zion with great jealousy. And I am very sore displeased 
with the nations at ease; for I was but a little displeased, and 
they helped forward the affliction." 

Now, if this were the state of Jehovah's mind in the days of 
Zechariah, what must be the intensity of his jealousy for Jerusa
lem and Zion at this day! The Chaldeans destroyed Jerusalem, 
and burned the temple, and overturned the Kingdom and Throne 
of David; and He punished the Chaldean Babylon with the loss 
of empire, and a conversion into heaps of ruins as at this day. 
The Roman nations followed in their steps; and have aggravated 
the affliction and their own guilt, by great cruelty towards Israel, 
and slaughters, or rather torments inflicted, upon the brethren 
of Jesus, the Saints. The Little Horn Babylon, therefore, of 
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our times, will be subjected to a more terrible vengeance than 
hitherto experienced by any power, or confederacy of powers, 
hostile to the Jews. 

The decree of Jehovah concerning Jerusalem and Zion hath 
gone forth; and He commanded Zechariah to proclaim it, saying

"Thus saith Jehovah of armies, My cities through prosperity 
shall yet be spread abroad; and Jehovah shall yet comfort Zion, 
and shall yet choose Jerusalem." 

But how shall this come to pass? 
In reference to this inquiry the prophet is introduced to 

another scene-the visions of the Four Horns, and of the Four 
Carpenters or artificers. He is told that the Horns represent the 
powers by which Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem are scattered; 
answering to the Lion, the Bear, the Leopard, and the Fourth 
Beast of Daniel; whose oppression has so completely scattered 
the power of Judah, "that no man doth lift up his head." 

And in this prostrate condition the Jews and Jerusalem must 
remain until the "Four Carpenters" are apocalypsed or revealed 
for the work assigned them. This work the prophet says, is to 
terrify the horns; to make them afraid; to cast out the horns of 
the nations, which lift up their horn, or power, over the land of 
Judah to scatter it. 

No such power, with such a mission, has appeared since the 
days of the prophet--on the contrary, all the powers that have 
arisen have been Gentile, and ambitious of exclusive sovereignty 
over Jerusalem and Judea, as at this day. 

These "Four Carpenters" are, therefore, not Gentile, but of 
Jewish nationality; and are yet to be apocalypsed, or revealed. 
We may here say in passing, that they are the Brethren of the 
Carpenter's Son; the squadrons of the Man in the midst of the 
myrtle-trees; the Seraphim of Isaiah; the Four Cherubim of 
Ezekiel; and the Four Living Ones of the Apocalypse. These are 
they by whom the Horns of the Gentiles are to be broken, and 
the Holy Land and City are to be avenged, and Zion comforted. 
But the prophet and his friends would, doubtless, delight to know 
"the times and seasons" when Jerusalem should be exalted to 
the dignity of "Jehovah's throne"-Jer. 3:17. Might this happen 
in Zechariah's day; or when Ezekiel's 430 years were expired 
during which Judah and Israel were to eat defiled bread among 
the Gentiles (4: 4-6, 13); or were there any times measured off 
that must expire before the work of the Four Carpenters could 
be commenced? 

To afford them some idea of the fact in relation to this mat
ter, another vision was granted to the prophet. He saw a man 
with a measuring line in his hand, who told him he was going 
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to measure the length and breadth of Jerusalem. He saw by this 
that there were measurements, and that the fortunes of the city 
were not abandoned to accident or caprice. He was told what 
the line of Jerusalem's humiliation extended to; but he was not 
informed of the number of the years that humiliation should 
continue. 

He could not discern from what he saw, whether the treading 
of Jerusalem under foot by the Gentiles should terminate in 
A.D. 35, when the apostles inquired if the Kingdom should then 
be restored again to Israel; or in A.D. 1864-8, to which we look 
with earnest expectation. Zechariah was told what the line was 
for, but he was not informed of the details of the measurements. 
These details were reserved by the Father, to be communicated 
afterwards to the Anointed Jesus, that he might send and "indicate 
them by sign," represent them symbolically, to his servant John. 

The apocalypse, however, to which the "measuring line" 
extended, was communicated to Zechariah. He was told these 
words-

"Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls, for the 
multitude of men and cattle therein:" and the reason given why 
it should be so secure in such a country was-

"Because, saith Jehovah, I will be unto her a Wall of Fire (the 
Jasper-wall of Apoc. 21:12,14,18) round about her, and will be 
the Glory (the Jasper-stone, clear as crystal ver. 11) in the midst 
of her." 

He perceived from this, as we may also perceive, that Jehovah 
would appear in Jerusalem at the end of the measuring line. He 
found also, by attending to the words spoken, that when he should 
be therein apocalypsed or unveiled, he will make a proclamation 
to the Israelites dwelling in the countries north of Jerusalem, 
called "the Land of the North," the territory under the dominion 
of Gog, the then Head of the Little Horn Babylon of our future. 
The Israelites dwelling in this Babylon-Confederacy of Greeks 
and Latins are thus addressed in the proclamation stirring them 
up to war-

"Ho! ho! Come forth and escape from the land of the north, 
saith Jehovah; for I have spread you abroad as the four winds 
of the heavens. Deliver thyself, 0 Zion, that dwellest with the 
daughter of Babylon." 

Here is a call upon the Jews to rise against the governments 
of the nations, and doubtless because those governments will not 
regard the proclamation oftheApoc. 14:6-7. Zion, thus appealed 
to, will respond to the invitation; and in concert with the Four 
Carpenters (the resurrected saints and the true believers living 
at the time of the proclamation) proceed to break in pieces and 
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consume the power of the nations. These are to be spoiled and 
subjugated by their servants, the Jews; and after that the glory 
will be apocalypsed. 

Things will proceed very much upon ordinary principles 
before the public; only those who carry on the insurrection, or 
revolution, will know the reality of things. This is the import of 
the words spoken to Zechariah in connection with the call upon 
Zion to "arise and thresh the nations" (Mic. 4:13). 

''After the glory he sent me unto the nations which spoiled you; 
for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of Jehovah s eye. 

''For, behold, I will shake my hand upon them, and they shall 
be a spoil to their servants; and ye shall know that Jehovah of 
armies hath sent me," (the Christ). 

"After the glory'' is apocalypsed in Jerusalem, in other words, 
after Messiah effects his entrance into Jerusalem, the work be
gins that is to result in removing the veil from the mind oflsrael 
with respect to Jesus; in their restoration to Palestine; in the 
subjugation of the nations; and their subsequent enlightenment. 

When this work is accomplished the apocalyptic millennary 
is introduced, in which the things expressed in the following 
words of Zechariah became the order of the times: 

"Sing and rejoice, 0 daughter of Zion; for, lo I come, and I 
will dwell in the midst of thee, saith Jehovah; and many nations 
shall be joined to Jehovah in that day (the Day of Christ), and 
shall be my people; and I will dwell in the midst of thee; and 
thou shalt know that Jehovah of armies sent me (Jesus) unto 
thee. And Jehovah shall inherit Judah, his portion in the Holy 
Land, and shall choose Jerusalem again. Be at rest, 0 all fiesh, 
from before Jehovah; for he is risen up from the habitation of 
his holiness" (Zech. 2:10-13). 

The mind of the prophet having been thus fixed upon Him 
who is to deliver Israel, and to rule over them in Jerusalem, 
becomes the subject of a vision in which is brought before him 
the Apocalyptic Stone, the Jasper and Sardine Stone, with 
Seven Eyes, the Head Stone, whose graving is of Jehovah; and 
which being laid before Joshua and Zerubbabel, men of sign, is 
representative of the Divine Governor and High Priest of the 
house of David. 

He sees Joshua, the High Priest of the Restoration, ange
lized, and clothed in filthy garments. That is, he represents 
the Christ, in the capacity of Jehovah's Messenger, "the Angel 
of the Covenant," clothed with "the flesh of sin," in which, Paul 
tells us, "dwells no good thing." 

While Joshua was in these filthy garments, Zechariah sees 
the Adversary at his right-hand; that is, in power, standing to 
Berean 2019 81 



resist him. This represents the resistance of power that would 
be brought to bear against the Christ in the days of his flesh. 
But that the Adversary should not finally prevail is indicated by 
the words of Jehovah to the Adversary, saying-"Jehovah shall 
restrain thee, 0 Satan; even Jehovah that hath chosen Jerusalem 
shall restrain thee: Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?" 
That is, that although the Adversary that possessed Jerusalem 
might resist the High Priest of the Order of Melchizedec, and 
wound him in the heel, He shall, nevertheless, wrest Jerusalem 
from his grasp, and restrain, or bind him, as is apocalyptically 
represented in Rev. 20:1-3. 

While Zechariah was beholding, he saw the garments of 
Joshua, the High Priest, changed; and was instructed that the 
action represented the putting away of iniquity which the priest 
is supposed to bear. In this we see, by the light of New Testament, 
the change of nature, or body, in relation to the Christ, "whom," 
says Paul, "we know henceforth no more after the flesh." 

He was crucified in "flesh of sin;" and then sin was "condemned 
in the flesh." But when he rose again he became spirit-body, called 
by Paulpneuma hagiosunes, spirit of holiness (Rom. 1:4). He is 
now the Angel-High Priest of Jehovah, no longer oppressed with 
our filthy nature, but "clothed in a garment white as snow" (Dan. 
7:9) reaching to the foot (Apoc. 1:13): and the words of Jehovah 
are now addressed to him, saying-

"!/ thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, 
then thou shalt also judge my house (rule my kingdom), and shalt 
also keep my courts (be High Priest oflsrael), and I will give thee 
places to walk among those that stand by, "the Angel Princes, or 
Elohim, we read of in Daniel. 

* * * 
THE STONE AND THE MOUNTAIN 

But there was yet another incident beheld by Zechariah. He 
saw Joshua and his associate priests, whom he styles "men of 
sign," as were Isaiah and the children Jehovah had given him 
(Zee. 8:18; Heb. 2:13). He saw ASTONE laid before Joshua, upon 
which were Seven Eyes, which are declared to be the Eyes of Je
hovah; therefore that Stone represented Jehovah the High Priest; 
the servant of his Father Jehovah, and named the BRANCH. 
Concerning this Stone, the reader can consult the following texts: 
Psa. 118:22; Isa. 28:16; 8:14; Gen. 49:24, Dan. 2:34. 

This Stone is Jehovah's signet, the inscription upon which 
is "HOLINESS TO JEHOVAH,"'an engraving inwrought by the 
workmanship of Jehovah himself, as Zechariah was informed; 
and through which he will remove the iniquity of the land of 
Israel in one day; upon which every man therein shall call to 
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his neighbor under the vine and under the fig-tree, emblems of 
the Kingdom of the heavens. 

But the mission of the Stone is not exclusively to take away 
the iniquity of Israel. He has to level the "Great Mountain," 
which, at his apocalypse, will be found "destroying the earth." 
The Chaldean Babylonish empire is styled by Jeremiah "the 
destroying mountain which destroyed all the earth" (Jer. 51: 
25). Zerubbabel was contemporary with it, but it did not become 
a plain before him; he died without witnessing such a result. 
Nevertheless, it is written-

"Who art thou, 0 great mountain? Before Zerubbabel thou 
shalt become a plain; and he shall bring forth the Head Stone 
with shoutings of Grace, grace unto it." 

Here, then, is a work still to be accomplished. A great moun
tain to be levelled in the presence of Zerubbabel; and conse
quently, to be levelled after his resurrection, when he shall have 
awakened out of his sleep: for then, as we have seen in Haggai, 
"Jehovah will shake the heavens and the earth, and overthrow 
the throne of kingdoms, and destroy the strength of the king
doms of the nations." These make up the great mountains to be 
levelled, or abolished, as symbolized in Apoc. 16:20. 

The Four Carpenters, of which Zerubbabel is an element, are 
"to cast out the horns of the Gentiles;" and are therefore to level 
this great political mountain. Now the resurrection of the dead 
is as necessary for their development as for his. This being so, 
their resurrection is dramatically foreshadowed by Zechariah, 
another constituent of the Four, being a waked by the Angel. He 
says, "The angel that talked with me came again, and waked 
me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep''-Zec. 4:1. This 
is the resurrection of the prophet; so that what he saw after he 
awoke is to be referred to the time after the resurrection for its 
accomplishment. 

Second Voyage-To Australia 
(Continued) 

SEPTEMBER 23RD TO OCTOBER 9TH, 1898. 
WITH thanksgiving to God for the man and his work, though 

with a desolating sense of personal bereavement, we place on 
record the death of our much loved brother Roberts. Readers 
will have been prepared for this further announcement by the 
intimation inserted at the last moment in the October issue. As 
there stated, brother Roberts died suddenly on the morning of 
September 23rd, at San Francisco; but the details now known 
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differ slightly from the allusions of last month. It was a mis
taken inference that brother Roberts had not come in contact 
with any brethren at the time of his death. The facts of the case 
are gleaned from letters written by sister Cheetham, of San 
Francisco, and Mr. L. F. Cockcroft, the Agent of the American 
and Australian Steamship Line at that place. Sister Cheetham, 
writing on September 23rd, to a sister in New York, says-

''You will have heard by wire before this reaches you that 
brother Roberts died suddenly in the city this morning. You will 
know perhaps that he arrived here on Wednesday, 21st inst., in 
the s.s. Alameda from Australia. Brother Cheetham and brother 
Bingley met him and took him to a hotel. Wednesday evening 
he spent up here with us, and some of the brethren and sisters 
who came to meet him. Part of yesterday he was resting and 
writing, and the other part going round the city, and last night 
he gave a splendid lecture at brother Clarke's house across the 
bay. Brother Cheetham came back with him and left him at the 
hotel, saying he would be down in good time this morning to 
attend to his baggage, and see him to the steamer on which he 
was to leave for Victoria, B.C. 

At ten minutes to nine, when brother Cheetham went to his 
room, he was shocked to find him lying on the floor dead, and 
no one in the hotel had any idea of what had happened. They 
said that at 7.30 he had taken a bath, and had not been seen or 
heard after that time. You will imagine how dreadfully shocked 
we were to hear the news, as we waited down on the wharf 
expecting his coming." 

Mr. Cockcroft, writing to brother Bruce, of New York, concern
ing details of the removal of the body, corroborates the foregoing. 
He says-

"As you will probably have heard by this, from other sources, 
Mr. Roberts died at the Cosmopolitan Hotel, San Francisco, 
on the morning of the 23rd September, as far as can be ascer
tained about 8.30 in the morning. He was to have sailed by the 
s.s. Queen, at 10.30 a.m. The clerk at the Cosmopolitan Hotel 
informed me that Mr. Roberts applied to him for the key of the 
bath room about 7 o'clock. He obtained the key, and after he had 
had his bath, returned to his room. 

A few minutes before 9 o'clock, Mr. Cheetham, an old friend 
of Mr. Roberts in England, came to see him off, but was unable 
to get a response by knocking at the door. He returned to the 
office to the clerk, and explained that nobody responded. The 
clerk advised that he must be there, and Mr. Cheetham went 
back to the room, and found the door open, and went in, and to 
his great dismay, Mr. Roberts was lying dead upon the floor. 
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A doctor was immediately summoned, and from the appear
ance of the corpse said that he had died of valvular disease of 
the heart. He was all dressed and ready for the steamer with 
the exception of putting on his coat. All his satchels were about 
him, and he was all ready to leave the room. Mr. Roberts had 
been to exchange his ticket the day before, and as I had been 
requested by Mr. Robert Bell, brother of Mr. John Bell, of Sydney, 
to look after Mr. Roberts' comfort on his way East from here, I 
had gone down to the steamer Queen, with my father (whom 
Mr. Roberts had known many years ago), and we waited at the 
steamer for an hour, until she was nearly ready to depart, and 
only learned of Mr. Roberts' death as we were leaving the wharf." 

From the foregoing, it will be seen how much in accord with 
brother Roberts' own often-expressed desire was the suddenness 
of his departure. He was wont in exhortation to impress upon us 
the imminence of the Judgment Seat of Christ by portraying a 
case of sudden death and emphasizing the scripturally revealed 
and universally denied fact that "the dead know not anything." 
And now he illustrates it in his own case-Earnest contention 
for the faith, an unfolding in a lecture of the wonderful plan of 
God from Eden downwards, a night's rest, and a fresh girding 
on of the harness for a new facing of the labors and troubles, 
which we know only too sadly well were before him and-next 
the resurrection! 

In death, as in life, he is an example to his fellow-pilgrims. 
When the Lord Jesus was slain by the power of the enemy the 
world was in a very different condition from what it is today. 
The "ends of the earth" were not so far remote from its eastern 
centre, and news travelled very slowly over that comparatively 
restricted area. Quite impressive is the contrast between that 
time and now, and we have just been made to feel forcibly how 
much in touch are all parts of the world with each other; and 
consequently, how much more ripe for transfer to the King, a far 
country is the realm of his inheritance. Right round the world 
in a few hours were communications made concerning brother 
Roberts' death~from San Francisco to London, Birmingham, 
and Sydney, Australia, as well as to New York, and from Birming
ham and London to San Francisco, New York, and Melbourne. 

The outcome of these swift messages was that sister Lasius, 
in New York, having consented to brother Roberts being laid to 
rest beside Dr. Thomas, and our sorely afflicted sister Roberts 
having given her consent from Melbourne, it was arranged 
that the remains should be sent across from San Francisco to 
New York and deposited in a vault in Greenwood Cemetery, 
and that brother Walker should immediately sail for New York 
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to be present at the funeral, which was provisionally fixed for 
October 9th. 

Following up this arrangement, brother Walker sailed from 
Liverpool on Saturday, October 1st, in the s.s. Camjxinia, and 
after a quick and comfortless passage of some 5 days 14 hours, 
reached New York on the night of Friday, October 7th, where 
he was met and taken in hand most hospitably by brother J.C. 
Bruce, of Elizabeth, N. J., a kind of remote suburb of New York, 
some 12 miles or so south across the Hudson River. 

Brother Bruce had, by arrangement with Mr. Cockcroft, of 
San Francisco, accomplished the transfer of the remains across 
the American Continent to Greenwood Cemetery, Brooklyn; and 
that there might be no oversight or miscarriage in the funeral 
arrangements, it was thought well that he and brother Walker 
should pay a preliminary visit to the cemetery on Saturday, Oc
tober 8th (the one day that intervened between brother Walker's 
arrival and the date already fixed for the funeral). 

It was a wet and somber day, which lightened up, however, in 
the afternoon. A considerable journey, by rail and ferry to New 
York, walk across the city to the famous Brooklyn Suspension 
Bridge, train across, and thence by one of the unsightly but useful 
elevated railways, brought us at length to Greenwood Cemetery. 

If ever the precincts of sheol were beautiful, certainly these 
are. Overlooking the blue waters of the sea, and of boldly undu
lating formation, the grounds are garnished with trees, lawns, 
flower beds, ornamental waters, and many monuments; inter
sected, too, with curving carriage drives in all directions. Its main 
entrance, a handsome structure of stone, with double arches, is 
enriched with sculptures of the Raising of Lazarus, and other 
subjects. ''What a pity," said more than one, "that all this beauty 
should be associated with death and the curse."Yes, indeed, but 
it is only a transient phenomenon. Turning our eyes to the Holy 
Hill of Zion, where the Lord "commands the blessing, even life 
for evermore," we behold by the eye of faith greater beauty of 
architecture, mountain, river and forest, than has yet fallen to 
the portion of the sons of men to glory in. 

"The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee (0 Zion), the fir 
tree, the pine tree and the box together, to beautify the place of 
my sanctuary; and I will make the place of my feet glorious." 

In the goodness of God, whose "mercy endureth forever," the 
beauty of eternal life is to triumph at last over sheol, whose 
"destruction" is divinely decreed. 

We called at the office of the cemetery authorities and then 
walked through the grounds to a vault where the body of our 
deceased brother had been temporarily deposited. It was built in 
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the hillside, and massive gates closed its entrance. "The gates 
of Hades" was the phrase that at once sprung to memory, and 
with it the comforting words of Him who, having triumphed 
over them, holds "the keys"-"SHALL NOT PREVAIL." But "not 
prevail" against whom? "My ecclesia." Humbly but confidently 
we mentally reassured ourselves that our dead brother was in
deed of that "calling," and there we rested in the "blessed hope." 

We did not disturb the body, but walked on to the grave of 
Dr. Thomas, where we found the new grave ready, and read the 
inscription that briefly records the great work that God had done 
by his instrumentality in these "latter days." It is twenty-sev
en years since Dr. Thomas went to his rest. A new generation 
has arisen since then. Many will feel interested in reading the 
inscription. Here it is-

HERE LIES, IN BRIEF REPOSE, WAITING THE 
RETURN OF THE 

LORD FROM HEAVEN, 
JOHN THOMAS, M.D., 

Author of Elpis Israel, Eureka, Anatolia, Anastasis, 
Phanerosis, and other works, 

IN WHICH 
He demonstrated the unscriptural character of 

popular Christianity, and made 
manifest the Nature of · 

THE LONG LOST FAITH OF THE JEWS. 
During a busy lifetime by mouth and pen, 

he contended earnestly for the faith 
once delivered to the saints; and at his death, left behind him, 

as the result of his labours, 
a body of people in different parts of the world, known as 

THE CHRISTADELPHIANS, 
to continue the work begun. 

Born April 12th, 1805; died March 5th, 1871. 

It will be those best acquainted with, and most in touch with 
the work of Dr. Thomas that will the most truly estimate the 
loss we have suffered in the death of brother Roberts, whose 
life policy was a conservation of that work. This is a policy to be 
earnestly commended to all who come after, because it simply 
means a broad-minded, whole-hearted, obedient and uncompro
mising grasp of the whole counsel of God as expressed in the 
Holy Scriptures. 

From Greenwood, we wended our way back to New York and 
thence by ferry to Hoboken, whence we travelled by electric 
car to Jersey City Heights, where sister Lasius, Dr. Thomas' 
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daughter, still lives in the house in which her father worked and 
died. Here, accompanied by another sister in the faith, sister 
Jones, she lives a very retired life, conducting an agency for the 
Doctor's and other works, and like one of old "waiting for the 
consolation of Israel." We were privileged to see the room the 
Doctor used as a study, and to examine his Bible, in which we 
were struck by many characteristic notes, and emendations of 
translations that are now borne out by the Revised Version, as 
for instance in Isaiah 4 7 and 18. 

We remarked that the Doctor was fifty years in advance of his 
time, that what he said of his work was true: "This generation 
may not appreciate it but a future one will," and that his work 
was an abiding one and was standing the test of time that "tries 
all things." (Tobe continued, Godwilling) 

The Divine Purpose And Promise 
Traced From The Beginning 

A LECTURE BY BRO. G. V. GROW COTT 

The Divine Purpose is to fill the earth with God's glory. Several 
times we have the statement by God-

"All the earth shall be filled with My Glory." 
To get the background of the promise to Abraham, we must 

begin in the Garden of Eden. There the revelation of the Divine 
purpose begins. There the pattern is set in the statement of God 
to the serpent, the woman and the man immediately after man 
sinned and fell, (Gen. 3:14-19)-

''.And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast 
done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast 
of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat 
all the days of thy life: 

"And I will put enemy between thee and the woman, and be
tween thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel. 

"Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow 
and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and 
thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. 

''.And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto 
the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I com
manded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground 
for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 

"Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou 
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shalt eat the herb of the field. In the sweat of thy face shalt thou 
eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou 
taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return." 

When Creation left God's hand, when He ceased to create, 
He pronounced all He had made 'very good,' and He rested or 
ceased from His creative work. 

Man by sin destroyed that state of very goodness, and brought 
into God's beautiful world, death and a state of 'no goodness'. 
Paul says-

'1n me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth nogoodthing"(Rom. 7:18). 
* * * 

There is no· hope or promise directly expressed in the divine 
sentence upon Adam and Eve. But there is promise for man in 
what was said to the serpent-The Woman's seed (or offspring) 
shall bruise thy head and thou shalt bruise his heel (Gen 3:15). 

The Serpent stands for sin in all its manifestations. Here is 
a minor or temporary injuring of the woman's seed by sin, and 
a fatal permanent injuring of sin by the Woman's Seed. 

We know, by what is revealed later, that the Promised Seed 
of the Woman is Christ, the appointed Sin-destroyer. John the 
Baptist said (John 1:29)-

''Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world." 
The mention of the 'Lamb' refers to the next step in the 

revelation of the Purpose. John in Revelation 13:8 speaks of 
Christ as "the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world." The 
"foundation of the world" refers to the things to do with Adam 
and Eve. 

We are told that when Adam and Eve sinned (Gen. 3:7) they 
became conscious of their nakedness, and were ashamed, and 
made garments out of fig leaves to cover themselves. It was in 
this condition God found them; and immediately after their trial 
and sentencing, we are told (v. 21) that God made them coats of 
skin and clothed them. 

Their shameful nakedness was divinely covered by the skins 
of a slain animal. The connection with the reference to the ''Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world" is inescapable, especially 
in view of what is recorded next. 

We are taught throughout Scripture that all sacrifice is typi
cal and representative of Christ, the great, once-for-all sacrifice 
for sin. Sacrifice, to be acceptable, must be in faith, and faith is 
specific belief of certain divinely-revealed facts. 

The principle of sacrifice was instituted from the beginning, 
and the principle has always remained unchanged, and is as 
operative and essential today as ever. 

We are not at present commanded to offer animal sacrifices, 
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but we must believe what the sacrificers had to believe, and we 
must fulfil what the sacrifices represented. 

There are two principal aspects of the meaning of sacrifice. 
They are illustrated by John's words-

"Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the 
world," and Paul's words-

"Present your bodies a 'living' (holy) sacrifice, which is your 
reasonable (that is necessary and required) service" (Rom.12: 1). 

We are taught throughout Scripture that no one can save 
himself: that only in Christ is the possibility of life: that Christ 
offered the perfect, unblemished sacrificial obedience, even unto 
the utter extreme of death. 

And God's wisdom required, as a perfect foundation, one 
perfectly obedient God-honoring sacrificial life, before any of 
the race could be cleansed and released from .the condemnation 
passed upon all through Adam. 

And we are taught, as in Paul's words just quoted, that, to 
benefit from Christ's once-for-all, perfect sacrifice, we must, to 
the best of our ability, offer ourselves, in total sacrifice, total 
devotion and dedication: the entire life. 

If we do not fulfil in our lives the meaning of sacrifice, then we 
are in the same position as those of old time whom God rejected 
because they sacrificed without understanding the meaning in 
their minds or fulfilling the meaning in their hearts and lives. 

* * * 
The next recorded incident (Gen. 4) is the case of Cain and 

Abel. Other than the hint in God clothing Adam and Eve, we 
have no record of the institution of sacrifice; but immediately 
thereafter we find Cain and Abel offering sacrifices (v. 3-4}, and 
Paul tells us in Hebrews 11 that Abel offered in faith; and faith 
is believing obedience to divine revelation and command. 

Abel offered an animal, shed-blood sacrifice from his flock, 
and he was accepted. Cain offered a vegetable offering, and was 
rejected. Paul says that Abel, by faith-intelligent, obedient 
belief-offered a better sacrifice than Cain. 

It would appear that Cain, lacking faith or belief did not rec
ognize the meaning and necessity of the shed-blood, the aspect 
of sacrifice that only through the sacrificial death of a perfect 
God-supplied man, could man approach God and be accepted. 

It will have been noted in the sentence on the serpent that 
the promised Redeemer was to be the Seed of the Woman. The 
significance of the statement appears later in the Virgin Birth, 
directly of God, and not of the will or instrumentality of man. 

How much the ancients understood of these things we cannot 
say, but we know they lived for hundreds of years, and they had 
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to have spiritual food to feed their minds on during all that long 
time or they would just be like the beasts of the field-like the 
natural, animal world of mankind today. 

Paul says (Heb. 11) that these all (including Abel) died in 
faith, not having received the promises (that is, their fulfilment) 
but having believed them and embraced them. 

In Cain and Abel we have two classes-the unrighteous 
and the righteous. And so it has been ever since. And when the 
righteous mix and marry with the unrighteous, there has always 
been degeneration and trouble as we see in Genesis 6:2-

'The sons of God (the righteous) took wives of the daughters 
of men (the unrighteous)". The result was verse 5-"The wick

. edness of man was great in the earth." The evil spread until it 
overflowed all. (Tobe continued, Godwilling) 

The Lamentations Of Jeremiah 
By BRO. E .. F. HIGHAM, SR. 

(Continued) 

"Princes are hanged up by their hand" (Lam. 5:12). 
The name Israel means "a prince of God." The name was 

conferred upon Jacob on the occasion when he wrestled with 
the angel and prevailed (Gen. 32:28)-

'Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a 
prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed.,, 

Israel, as a nation, were the princes of God. They were the 
chosen race, to be witnesses of the glory and majesty of the 
Creator. What shame and reproach befell them as their leaders 
were now hanged up before the eyes of all nations and peoples! 

Certainly now they had no power to wrestle with God; nor 
did they deserve the honored position of a prince in His eyes. 
Their power to contend with their Father waned with their faith 
in Him. They did not then have the power to contend with their 
surrounding nations. They were now displayed as witnesses of 
the truth and justice of God's Word (Deut. 29:24 26)-

"All nations shall say, Wherefore hath the Lord done thus 
unto this land: what meaneth the heat of this great anger?" 

"Then men shall say, Because they have forsaken the covenant 
of the Lord God ... for they went and served other gods." 

Ironically the Law which they had despised, which they had 
abhorred, they could not avoid in death-

"He that is hanged is accursed of God" (Deut. 21:23). 
Supplications for the nation ascended to God through the 

years from the hearts of those who looked to the end of the 
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purpose. They recognized that God, Who had foreknown His 
people, would finally establish the everlasting covenant. But in 
the meantime, the lessons of shame, reproach and degradation 
were also to be impressed upon succeeding generations. 

What Israel experienced in the time of Jeremiah, they were 
again to pass through in another six centuries. This time it was 
to come as a culmination of all their wickedness, the filling up 
and overflowing of their cup of sin, in the hanging up of the 
Prince of Princes. It was their leaders who incited the people to 
cry, "Crucify him. Crucify him!" 

Again, the darkness settled down over the nation and the les
sons of Jeremiah were impressed anew. Those who claimed to be 
princes in Israel were slaughtered by the Roman legions. Their 
children were led forth as slaves to all the marts of the empire. 

Through the centuries the true princes have been unidentified 
as princes by the world. Their kingdom is not of this age. They 
are the weak and lowly of the earth's inhabitants. From the 
beginning, it has been illustrated that they should be bruised 
by the power of sin. They have been crucified through all ages, 
hung up as a spectacle and gazing-stock for the world to see and 
jeer at. The Psalmist declared-

"For Thy sake are we killed all the day long; we are counted 
as sheep for the slaughter" (Psa. 44:22). 

The portion of those who have wrestled with God against 
principalities and powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places, has been 
thatthey-

''Had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings; yea, moreover, 
of bonds and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn 
asunder, were tempted, and were slain by the sword ... of whom 
the world was not worthy" (Heb. 11:36 38). 

Through the long night of waiting, watching, and wrestling, 
tribulation has been the portion of the saints. These are the real 
princes in the sight of God, awaiting the manifestation of the 
sons of God, in power and authority. These are the "Kings of the 
East," or "Kings out of a Sun's risings," to use the translation of 
bro. Thomas in Eureka, Vol. 3. These princes shall be revealed 
for all men to see in the near future. 

* * * 
"They took the young men to grind, and the children fell under 

the wood. The elders have ceased from the gate, the young men 
from their music" (Lam. 5:13 14). 

These verses reveal aspects of the captivity which do not ap
pear from the historical record. This is a feature of other parts 
of the Scripture record. It manifests the unity and integration 
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of the whole message. We observe additional details of the Is
raelitish bondage and deliverance from Egypt in the verses of 
the beautiful Psalms. We gather the full picture, if we carefully 
read our daily portions of the Divine Word. 

The aspect of servitude is impressed by these final verses of 
Lamentations. Certainly it was the antithesis of the promise of 
a joyful inheritance, without the fear of oppression. 

"By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept 
when we remembered Zion. We hanged our harps upon the wil
lows in the midst thereof ... How shall we sing the Lord's song 
in a strange land?"(Psa. 137:1 4). 

It was a day of sorrow and mourning. The joy of victory and 
exaltation was for their enemies. The true godly sorrow was 
manifested in the case of Nehemiah. Said the king of Persia

''Why is thy countenance sad? This is nothing else but sorrow 
of heart." 

To which Nehemiah replied-
"Why should not my countenance be sad, when the city, the 

place of my fathers' sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof 
are consumed with fire?"(Neh. 2:2 3). 

Notice how his mind was primarily on the sepulchres-the 
place of sorrow and reflection. Notice also the place which Caleb 
chose as the lot of his inheritance, he who was faithful to God 
(Josh. 14:6 15). He chose Hebron, the home of Abraham, and 
the Cave of Macpelah, the sepulchres of his fathers. 

* * * 
"The joy of our heart is ceased: our dance is turned into 

mourning" (Lam. 5:15). 
The true young men of God will not be found whiling away 

their time with music and dance in this time of Israel's sorrow 
and the Gentiles' ascendancy. This is the nature of the Noahic 
generation, which shall come again upon the world: "Eat, drink 
and be merry." Solomon, through inspiration, said-

"There is a time to laugh!" (Eccl. 3:4). 
But he had previously stated

'There is a time to weep." 
Set in this order we see the Divine purpose--"the cross before 

the crown." So also we read, 'Weeping endureth for the night (it 
is now night), but joy cometh in the morning." 

We identify ourselves with the weeping, sackcloth generation 
when we accept Christ. Why should we assume that because 
it is a time of prosperity we can laugh with the world? Such 
laughter is as the crackling of thorns under a pot in the ears 
of the Heavenly Father. We are in the vineyard. It is a time of 
sowing the seed. It is not yet the time of ingathering of harvests. 
Berean 2019 93 



"They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth 
and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again 
with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him" (Psa. 126:5 6). 

* * * 
"The crown is fallen from our head: woe unto us, that we have 

sinned!" (Lam. 5:16). 
The crown in this case is a symbol of royalty. The days of 

Jeremiah saw the end of the Davidic line upon the throne. Eze
kiel (21:26) had spoken of the removal of the crown. Hosea (3:4) 
had said they should remain many years without the symbols of 
royalty. These are prophecies which Israel's history has amply 
proven true. But the prophet's remarks are on a higher plane 
for the faithful. The crown was rejected many years earlier. Said 
God to Samuel-

"They have not rejected THEE, but they have rejected ME, 
that I should not reign over them"(l Sam. 8:7). 

God was their king, but they preferred to be like all the oth
er nations. Therefore, God gave them exactly that which they 
sought. As all other nations lost their kings, so this evil came 
upon them. 

How necessary that we retain God ever before our minds
that we be "sealed in the forehead" with the Word of God! As a 
type of these spiritual things, which Israel let fall from their 
head, we find God instructing Moses concerning the High 
Priestly adorning-

"Thou shalt make a plate of pure gold, and grave upon it: 
'HOLINESS TO THE LORD' ... and it shall be upon Aarons 
forehead ... THAT ISRAEL BE ACCEPTED BEFORE THE 
LORD" (Ex. 28:36 38). 

How could Israel be acceptable unto the Lord with such a 
. crown removed? In its place they had set the gaudy tinkling 
symbols of idol worship. How urgent is the lesson for each of us, 
that we constantly place the mark of God in our foreheads that 
our minds receive the Divine impressions that they be always 
as a crown of glory upon our head! To those who carry the crown 
of holiness unto the Lord, will the words of Rev. 22:4 apply-

"They shall see His face; His name shall be in their foreheads." 
* * * 

"The mountain of Zion is desolate, the foxes walk upon it" 
(Lam. 5:18). 

The original for "fox" appears to be the jackal (as the Revised 
Standard Version renders it). The jackal is an unclean animal, 
and a scavenger. Its appearance in the vision, speaks of cor
ruption and desolation and death. We obtain the same thought 
concerning Assyria and Babylon, when the prophets speak of 
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their perpetual destruction. So it was in Israel's case. 
Actually, the outside nations have taken over the ruins, and 

have quarreled over Mount Zion for centuries. In a broader sense 
the nation of Israel has been trodden under foot of the jackals 
in all kingdoms. Such was the last sad vision the prophet expe
rienced of Mt. Zion, the object of all his hopes and prayers. 

Jeremiah, alone in vision, saw the ruins of all that he had 
labored for, all that was left of the splendor of Jerusalem. He saw 
the scavenging jackals, the "doleful creatures", moving stealthily 
from stone to stone. These, as the Creator's servants performed 
the purging of what was left. Their presence spoke of the death 
of the body. The Master in similar vein declared-

"Wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered 
together" (Matt. 24:28). 

Bro. Thomas wrote in Eureka, Vol. 2-''When the 'Israelites 
indeed' as the chosen generation, died off from the arena, the 
nation became a carcase, fit only for the talons of the Roman 
Eagle, according to the predictions of Moses, Daniel and Christ." 

Jeremiah had made the contrast between the glorious 
Abrahamic prospect and the scene of desolation. But his mind 
was fixed on a higher and more enduring state than the imme
diate failure of his people to keep their part of the covenant. 

"Thou, 0 Lord, remainest forever; Thy throne from generation 
to generation" (Lam. 5:19). 

This was the secret of his abiding faith. It has been the foun
dation of all the righteous, as they have labored to serve in an 
acceptable manner, and yet who have lived to see the visible 
objects of their labors ruthlessly removed by other hands-hands 
which have not comprehended the exalted nature of that which 
has been destroyed. 

We recognize the truth of the fact that the throne of God is in 
the heavens, and that it endureth forever-"the heaven is My 
throne" (Isa. 66:1)-and that it hath been founded from time im
memorial, a fact beyond our powers to comprehend (Psa. 93.2)-

"Thy throne is established of old, Thou art from everlasting." 
Yet there is an aspect of the prophet Jeremiah's words in v. 

19 which has a bearing upon the preceding thought of the falling 
of the crown. It was not the ultimate purpose that the throne of 
God over Israel should be always waste. If it were so, then would 
the words of Moses be true-

'The nations which have heard the fame of Thee will speak, 
saying, Because the Lord was not able to bring this people into 
the land which He sware unto them, therefore He hath slain them 
in the wilderness"(Num. 14:15 16). 

"The throne of the kingdom of the Lord over Israel" (1 Chr. 28:5) 
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will yet have a glorious continuance from generation to gen
eration. All the prophets concur in this joyous prospect. It is 
comprehended in the work of Christ who will reign for God and 
dwell with men. The fulfillment of the hope of the patriarchs 
hinges upon this very thing. 

David wrote of "a good matter," as he said, "touching the king." 
And he used an expression which the writer to the Hebrews 
definitely links with Christ (Psa. 45:6)-

"Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy 
Kingdom is a right sceptre" (Psa. 45:6). 

These words are prefixed in Hebrews 1:8 with-
''BUT UNTO THE SON HE SAITH, Thy throne, 0 God, is 

forever ... etc." 
This was the prospect which Jeremiah saw for the future, 

though many years of weeping would intervene. God's hand is 
not shortened that it cannot save-

"What though all the world resist Him! 
God will realize His plan ... 

Then shall Israel, long dispersed, 
Mourning seek the Lord their God ... 

While the greater Son of David 
Rules a conquered world in peace" (Hymn 110). 

The final utterances of the prophet are a pleading for renewed 
Divine recognition of the nation.As they are set in the Authorized 
Version (the RV makes it a question) they appear hopeless

"Thou hast utterly rejected us" (Lam. 5:22). 
But the Psalms were the basis of the prophet's hope. When he said
"Turn us and we shall be turned; renew our days as of old" 

(Lam. 5:21). 
-he was quoting Psa. 80, which outlines the purpose of God 
through Jesus as the vine out of Egypt. It shows us the right
eous nation as the vineyard which the Lord had planted; and 
the Branch which God has made strong as a means of salvation, 
accomplishing that which man was unable to effect for himself. 
This Psalm also indicates an intervening time of sorrow and 
trouble. But it ends on a note of triumph and resurrection-

"Quicken us and we will call upon Thy Name" (Psa. 80:18). 
The necessity for a turning to the Lord is clearly manifest. 

There must come a declaration of repentance and turning from 
evil. God will then direct the steps into the ways ofright. He will 
turn about the circumstances if we place our confidence in Him; 
but in His own order. So also the nation of Israel will be finally 
brought to Divine favor. Goodspeed renders Lam. 5:22 this way-

'1f Thou wert to reject us completely, Thou wouldst be going 
too far in Thine anger against us." 
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Not too far for just deserts, but too far according to His pre
vious utterances. Such a proposal would be out of harmony with 
all the promises of God. Moses said that God would raise unto 
Israel a Leader like unto him, whom they would hear. 

They rejected this Leader when he came the first time, but 
their hearts will be turned from stone to flesh when he returns in 
power and glory; when their pride and self-confidence is abased 
before the Northern Hosts, and when God fights for them as in 
the day of battle. Then shall they open the gates of their hearts 
untohim-

"Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates; even lift them up ye everlasting 
doors; and the King of glory shall come in ... The Lord of Hosts, 
He is the King of glory" (Psa. 24:9 10). 

Then shall they say (Lk. 13:35) -
"Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord." 

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy 
THE RISE OF THE OLD LION OF TARSHISH 

Last month we focused on the advancement of Russia's 
position across the world, in relation to the polarization that 
is prophesied to exist at Christ's return, with nations aligned 
either with the South and West (under British Tarshish) or 
the North (Russia)-as outlined in Ezekiel 38. 

Turning our attention to the Tarshish side, we see equally 
remarkable trends. While the U.S. is withdrawing into itself 
("America First"), we find that the UK has found new inner 
strength and resolution as it begins to look beyond Brexit-

For three years, Brexit has drained the intellectual life force 
out of Whitehall and Westminster, leaving little time and space 
for thinking about the future. 

Yet now, as we close on the projected 29 March date of depar
ture, there are signs at last that some policymakers are lifting 
their eyes from the immediate negotiations and trying to look 
beyond the horizon. 

This is especially true of foreign policy. 
Bob Seely, Conservative MP for the Isle of Wight and a member 

of the Foreign Affairs Committee, published [a] 40-page blueprint 
for Britain's future place in the world. His idea is for Britain 
to become a champion for freedom: freedom for trade, freedom 
from oppression and freedom of thought. So he wants the UK to 
reform the World Trade Organization to tackle protectionism, 
to promote human rights and combat modern slavery, and take 
on authoritarianism. 

Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt is largely focused on Brexit. 
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But Mr. Hunt's big idea is that Britain can become what he calls 
"an invisible chain" linking the world's democracies. 

The UK, he hopes, can set itself up as a defender of liberty, 
the rule oflaw, and civil and political rights against the growing 
threat from authoritarian regimes.-BBC, 2/ 19 

For the UK of the last 40-60 years, this is bold thinking. 
There seems to be a growing recognition that it is up to the 
UK to take the upper hand in the West in place of the U.S., 
after the anemic years of the past U.S. president (who turned 
the focus to Asia over Europe), and the uneven-tempered 
unreliability and instability of the current U.S. leader. 
UK MILITARY RESURGENCE IN RESPONSE TO RUSSIA 

While UK domestic politicians begin to slowly realize that 
courage may still yet exist in the hearts of average Britons 
brave enough to stand alone from Europe, the military has 
picked up the trajectory very quickly, with new initiatives 
under the UK's energetic Defence Secretary. His comments 
during the most recent anniversary of the Battle of Trafalgar 
demonstrate a very clear-eyed view of the UK's responsibil
ities that it needs to grow up into-

COMMENT by Gavin Williamson, DEFENCE SECRETARY: 
"TWO HUNDRED and thirteen years ago today, Horatio 

Nelson won the Battle of Trafalgar and immortalised his name 
in British history. 

"What would our greatest admiral make of our Royal Navy 
today? Would he be overwhelmed by the firepower? Would he 
be astonished by how fast we can respond? Possibly, but I sus
pect he'd have also been right at home. Just as in Nelson's day, 
Britain remains a global power with a fleet making its presence 
felt across the seven seas. 

"Today our ships are in the North Atlantic defending against 
a rise in Russian aggression. They are stemming the flow of il
legal migrants in the Mediterranean. They are keeping precious 
trading lanes open in the Middle East. And they are enforcing 
UN sanctions against North Korea in the Indo-Pacific. 

"Just as in Nelson's day, we have cutting-edge naval warships. 
Nelson had HMS Victory-a first rate ship of the line and the most 
powerful type of her day. But we have HMS Queen Elizabeth-five 
times as long, 18 times as heavy and equipped with fifth genera
tion Lightning II F35B aircraft, not cannon and musket. 

"Our most powerful surface ship is now being tested off the 
East Coast of the United States. And this four acres of sovereign 
territory will be a game changing capability, allowing us to 
project power and influence around the world for decades. 

'What's more, HMS Queen Elizabeth heads up a growing 
future fleet of destroyers, frigates, minehunters, patrol vessels, 
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amphibious landing platforms and nuclear submarines. 
"And as the age of sail turns to the age of cyber, I imagine Nelson 

would appreciate the way we're blending the new arts of cyber, 
information warfare and intelligence into our military power. 

"Above all, in a more turbulent age, Nelson's mighty spirit lives 
on. The dangers we face are more diffuse than two centuries ago. 

"Global terrorists pose us a generational threat. Conventional 
capabilities are building up in eastern Europe and the Pacific. 
Aggressor nations like Russia are using proxies, subversion, 
and cyber to further their interests. 

"The boundaries between war and peace are dissolving. But 
like Nelson, we remain undaunted. And 213 years on from our 
most famous naval victory, with our wooden walls now made of 
toughened steel and our iron resolve intact, Britain will continue 
to do its duty to defend the shores offreedom."-Express, 10/ 18 

More than mere rhetoric and posturing, there are strong 
movements afoot to ramp up the UK's military presence across 
the globe-

The UK has joined Russia and the United Arab Emirates in 
the scramble to set up military bases in Somaliland. 

UK Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson ... said the UK was 
keen on building new military bases around the world after Brexit. 

"For so long-literally for decades-so much of our national 
view point has been dominated by the discussion about the 
European Union. This is our moment to be that true global 
player once more-and I think the armed forces play a really 
important role," said Mr. Williamson. 

Mr. Williamson, who [recently] visited the British army in Ken
ya, said that Brexit would allow the UK to change the 1960s policy 
of withdrawal from regions 'east of Suez. '-Daily Nation, 1 I 19 
THE SUEZ CANAL AND THE MIDDLE EAST 

It is worthy to note that, in the words of one media outlet
The Suez Crisis in 1956 is generally regarded as the moment 

in which Britain's standing as an international power began 
to wane. The decision of USSR-backed Egyptian President 
Nasser to nationalise the Suez canal ... prompted an invasion 
of the country by forces of Israel, Britain and France-but the 
USSR and the USA brokered a ceasefire which was seen as a 
humiliating defeat for British Prime Minister Anthony Eden, 
and the Egyptians were subsequently confirmed as owners of 
the canal.-Express, 4/ 18 

Mr. Williamson's comment therefore is heavy in signifi
cance, for immediately east of Suez lies Israel and Palestine: 
the very territories in defence of which Tarshish and the 
young lions will protest against the Russian juggernaut
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"Art thou come to take a spoil? hast thou gathered thy com
pany to take a prey? to carry away silver and gold, to take 
away cattle and goods, to take a great spoil?" (Eze. 38:13). In 
this direction also lie those other lands into which Britain 
must move, as we recall from last month's quotation from Dr. 
Thomas's Bible Dictionary-"The Lion and Unicorn must fall 
back from Egypt, Ephraim, and Judea, upon Ammon, Moab, 
and Edom (now Jordan). Beyond these it will not retreat" 
(Christadelphian, 1872, pp. 548-549). 

The tension building between Russia and Britain is once 
again centered in the Middle East, with particular re_peated 
references to the Suez Canal-

Russia is upping the stakes in the increasingly tense in
ternational arena with plans for a massive new naval base in 
Somaliland which would dramatically increase Vladimir Putin's 
military might in the region-and conjure up chilling parallels 
with the Suez Crisis. 

Moscow is reported to be in discussions with leaders in the 
East African country with a view to building a 1,500 man-base 
which would offer support to warships and submarines patrolling 
the volatile stretch of sea, which is used to traffic huge quantities 
of goods to and from Europe.-Express, 4/ 18 

Both politically and militarily, therefore, Britain appears 
to be preparing for a larger role in the Middle East, as well 
as in the rest of the world. 

Mr. Williamson said Britain must be prepared "to use hard 
power" against international adversaries in a major escalation 
of the government's interventionist foreign policy. In a speech 
outlining the government's vision for the future of the Britain's 
armed forces and how the UK can forge a place for itself on the 
world stage after leaving the European Union, the defence sec
retary said countries like Russia and China have "blurred" the 
boundaries between peace and war. 

Mr. Williamson added "state-on-state competition was reviv
ing" through proxy wars such as operations to eliminate Islamic 
State and Al Qaeda in Syria and the wider Middle East where 
Western countries and Moscow have clashed over policy. 

He said: "Such action from Russia must come at a cost." 
The defence secretary said the government is invoking a 

"Global Britain" mantra which must involve "action to oppose 
those who flout international law". 

Mr. Williamson explained HMS Queen Elizabeth will travel 
to South East Asia as part of the policy via the Mediterranean 
and Middle East carrying the UK and US's latest £70 million 
F-35 jets. He said the £3 billion aircraft carrier's first mission is 
part of "making Global Britain a reality." 
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He added: "To talk but fail to act risks our nation being seen 
as little more than a paper tiger." 

The defence secretary said F-35s "enhance the reach and 
lethality of our forces" and added carrying American jets "re
inforces the fact that the US remains our very closest of part
ners."-Express, 2/ 19 
THE LION PARTNERSHIP 

Britain appears to be taking not only a stronger stance in 
regard to being the public face of the West in lieu of receding 
U.S. leadership, but also reaching out to the other lion powers--

UK Defence Secretary, Gavin Williamson, discussed the pos
sibility of joint naval operations in the Pacific region with Aus
tralian defence minister, Marise Payne, and the country's foreign 
minister, Julie Bishop, during two days of talks in Scotland. 

The ministers highlighted challenges to international "norms 
and conventions" in the region and clear threats to the "rules
based international order". 

Mr. Bishop said: "At such a critical juncture in world affairs, 
we feel it is vital for like-minded nations to join together to 
promote peace and stability. 

''We couldn't be more delighted that the UK will be taking an 
increasing role in the Indo-Pacific." 

Mr. Williamson's comments reinforced his counterpart's 
optimism. He said: "We're very much hoping and going to work 
together on deploying HMS Queen Elizabeth to the Pacific and 
hopefully sailing side by side with Australian vessels. 

"And we want to make sure that everyone around the world 
understands that these two great nations are the greatest of allies." 

Mr. Williamson emphasised Britain's renewed commitment 
in the Indo-Pacific, including the opening of new embassies in 
Samoa, Tonga and Vanuatu. 

Deploying it to Australia water would be a large investment 
for Britain's Royal Navy. Once operational in 2020, it will nor
mally travel with a "carrier strike group" involving numerous 
frigates for anti-submarine warfare, destroyers for air defence 
and potentially a hunter killer submarine.-Express, 2/ 19 

In another direction, the UK is enhancing its military 
presence closer to home, through the North Atlantic and 
the Arctic Ocean, also incorporating the young lions-

The Defence Secretary said the Royal Marines have launched 
a ten-year programme that will see over a thousand troops train 
each year with their Norwegian counterparts, building up to a 
brigade-strength deployment in the near future. 

He [also] announced that Britain's new fleet of submarine-hunt
ing aircraft will fly over the Arctic in their first deployment. 
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Security experts have warned the UK and its allies to be ex
tremely wary of Russia's intentions in the Arctic. In a recent report 
on the subject, the Defence Select Committee warned: ''It is difficult 
to credit that the scale and range of military capabilities being 
deployed by Russia in the Arctic fulfil solely defensive purposes". 

The region is a key strategic area as it controls the route out 
to the Atlantic for Russian submarines and other naval assets. 

The Defence Secretary says that Russian submarine activity 
in the Atlantic has increased tenfold in recent years and that in 
2017 the Royal Navy had to intercept 33 Russian ships approach
ing UK territorial waters, up from just one incident in 2010. 

An MoD spokesman said: "Crews have continued to be sta
tioned with other nations flying Maritime Patrol Aircraft, such 
as the US, Canada and New Zealand". 

The Defence Committee report said: "Co-operation of this 
nature is at the core of the UK-US defence relationship and is 
a reminder of what the UK stands to lose if the capability which 
supports it is run down."-Telegraph, 2/ 19 
NO QUESTION OF URGENCY 

And lest we think that these are rather casual moves on the 
part of a resurgent Britain, we take note of a couple of things 
that suggest that British military leadership sees a very strong 
imperative to take immediate provisions for warfare--

BRITAIN will buy and adapt cargo ships or ferries and con
vert them into warships ready to quickly respond to a crisis and 
carry out a range of operations. 

Gavin Williamson has also revealed plans to buy off-the-shelf 
drones that will be adapted and used in swarms to overwhelm 
enemy radars. The drones are expected to be deployed by the 
end of this year. Speaking at the Royal United Services Institute, 
Mr. Williamson revealed the new "Littoral Strike Ship concept". 

He said: "These globally deployable, multi-role vessels would 
be able to conduct a wide range of operations from crisis support 
to war fighting. 

'They will be able to respond at a moment's notice. '~Express, 2/ 19 
The need to be able to respond to military aggression is 

deemed to be so imminent, that the UK is taking a humble 
approach toward ramping up its naval strength. It is hard 
to imagine the U.S. military, with all its expensive posturing, 
doing the same. 

Likewise in the UK itself-
The UK Ministry of Defence has planned to cancel five mili

tary base closures due to a "clear-eyed assessment of the rapidly 
changing threats" following the [Russian] Salisbury Novichok 
"attacks", UK defence minister Tobias Ellwood announced. 

The news was announced in a joint press release from UK 
102 Berean 2019 



defence minister Tobias Ellwood MP and UK defence secretary 
Gavin Williamson CBE MP, which details the UK government's 
five-year plan to update 33 key military sites across the UK. 

The UK government initially planned to close five bases, including 
the Royal Marine bases in Chivenor, Arbroath, and Norton Manor, 
as well as Rock Barracks in Woodbridge, RAF Molesworth, which 
is used jointly with the US Armed Forces.-Sputniknews, 3 I 19 

Moment by moment, Russia and Britain are accelerating 
their military positioning and alliance-building exactly the 
way the prophetic picture would indicate. They are destined, 
by the will of Yahweh, to battle, with Russia dominating the 
Mediterranean, North Africa, Europe, Syria, Turkey, Iran and 
Iraq, and the Norwegian and Barents Seas, and Britain with 
her young lions holding a line stretching from Australia and 
New Zealand up through India and Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia 
and Jordan. 

"But then," continued Dr. Thomas, "while these mighty 
hosts are contending for Israel's land, 'Behold, I come as a 
thief,' saith Jesus, 'and I will tread them in mine anger, and 
trample them in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled 
upon my garments, and I will stain all my raiment; for the day 
of vengeance is in mine heart and the year ofmy redeemed is 
come.' This is 'Jehovah's sacrifice in Bozrah, and great slaugh
ter in the land ofldumea. And the Unicorns shall come down 
with them, and the bullocks with the bulls; and their lands 
shall be soaked with blood, and their dust be made fat with 
fatness. For it is the day of Jehovah's vengeance-the year of 
recompenses for the CONTROVERSY OF ZION.'-(lsa. 63:3, 4; 
34:6--8; Rev. 16:15; 19:11-18)." 

Being duly warned, over and over again, that Christ is 
about to return, are we ready?-T.D.C. 

Ecclesial News (Continued from page 74) 

remarkable manner that Yahweh alleviated our sorrow and sadness 
oflosing two steadfast servants such as bro. Don and sis. Nevillyn 
by providing a new sister to help us in our probation. 

The short- or long-term absence of any brother or sister with 
whom for many years we have been enjoying regular and comforting 
association is always a sad event, but it reminds us that we each 
must work out our own salvation with fear and trembling, and 
not get too dependent on others, no matter how scripturally sound 
and deep in the Truth they may be. We will each stand before the 
Righteous Judge of all the earth as an individual to answer for our 
own successes or failures in walking that strait and narrow path 
to life eternal. 
We have been helped along that path since our last report by the 
Hye and London annual and quarterly gatherings and the visits 
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of brothers/sisters of like precious faith: bro. Dan and sis. Jennifer 
Clubb; bro. Chris Stuart; bro. Jason and sis. Sandra Clubb; bro. 
Isaac Clubb; bro. Johnathan Clubb; sis. Cathy Clubb; with bre. 
Chris, Dan, Jason, Isaac, and Johnathan all providing the word of 
exhortation during their visits. 

Through our classes, lectures, and discussions, we continue to 
build up our most holy faith and expand our knowledge and love of 
God's Infallible Word. We rarely have visitors to our public lecture, 
but continue to advertise in the local paper, always ready with an 
answer for him who asks us of the hope that is within us. 

Though each day brings another day of absence from our Lord 
and Master, we constantly renew our hope, anticipation, and joy of 
that blessed day when we daily drink from the fountain of living 
waters flowing from Yahweh's Infallible Word. May that spiritual 
nourishment sustain us through these evil days of Gentile darkness. 
And may Yahweh bless and keep you all as we await the soon return 
of His Only Begotten Son, Christ Jesus. 

On behalf of the Houston Berean Christadelphian Ecclesia and 
with love in the Master's Saving Name, your brother in Christ, 
-Tim Calk 

One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Continued from page 1 OB) 

The suggestion to have a steady department for the explanation 
of obscurities, is far from being 'out of place'. We are always 
aiming in the midst of much pressure to make the Christadel
phian what it ought to be. We never quite reach our ideal. This 
is not the age for realizing ideals. However, we must do the best 
we can, as we "wait for the Kingdom of God." 

* * * 
A strong effort was made to distribute handbills advertising "Christendom 
Astray." We notice that since the book was printed, 50,000 handbills had 
been produced, most of which had been distributed. Hopefully these things 
will be an incentive to us. "He who dares to keep it back, he the rich reward 
may lack." 

* * * 
ONCE again bro. Roberts received a letter from Laurence Oliphant in re
sponse to the £125 sent in support of the Jews in Palestine. To indicate 
further interesting and progressive developments of this "sign of the times," 
we quote (in part)-

For the present, if your subscribers will allow me, I will hold 
this sum in hand, until a favourable opportunity occurs for its 
application. Now that Baron Rothschild has taken over the 
three Jewish colonies in this part of the country, the immediate 
pressure is over. 
I am sure that it will be a satisfaction to the subscribers to know 
that the money they contributed last year was the means of 
keeping alive many starving families, besides actually founding 
a small colony ... 

(Since it was ordained by God that the Jews would return to Palestine, we 
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can see how He has provided the means to accomplish this end. These 
means were done in what appears to be a natural way, but to the discerner 
of the things of God, they are divine moves). 

* * * 
THERE is a small item printed by bro. Roberts concerning "Napoleon's 
estimate of Christ." It appears to have been a direct quote from Napoleon. 
Although there is no source given as to where it is quoted from, or the date, 
it is nonetheless worth repeating in part-

"From first to last Jesus is the same; always the same-majestic 
and simple, infinitely severe and infinitely gentle. Throughout 
a life passed under public eye, he never gives occasion to find 
fault. The prudence of his conduct compels our admiration by 
its union of force and gentleness. Alike in speech and action, 
he is enlightened, consistent, and calm. 
He is truly a being by himself. His ideas and his sentiments, 
the truth that he announces, his manner of convincing, are all 
beyond humanity and the natural order of things. His birth, 
and the story of his life; the profoundness of his doctrine, which 
overturns all difficulties, and is their most complete solution; his 
Gospel, the singularity of his mysterious being, his appearance, 
his empire, his progress through all centuries and kingdoms
all this is to me a prodigy, and unfathomable mystery. 
Near as I may approach, closely as I may examine, all remains 
above comprehension-great with greatness that crushes me. 
It is in vain that I reflect-all remains unaccountable! I defy 
you to cite another life like that of Christ." 

(An interesting comment by a man who through his overpowering and cruel 
military prowess was once the terror of Europe!). 

* * * 
SEVERAL pages (over 10), are given to the subject of the increasing bel
ligerency (as bro. Roberts terms it), of the clergy toward the teachings of 
the Truth. Bro. Roberts stated-

As a rule, the clergy (including in that term all grades of the 
religious leaders of the people, acknowledging and using the 
title "rev."), observe the profoundest silence in regard to the 
operation of the Truth. This is excellent strategy on their part; 
for nothing more certainly tends to bring the Truth into notice 
and favour than opposition at their hands. 
Sometimes, however, they are tempted to forsake for the mo
ment their policy of'masterly inactivity,' always with excellent 
results. If they are silent, the Truth goes on; if they speak, it 
goes on all the more. 

(Following the clergy's attack on the beliefs of Christadelphians we find 
that the newspapers picked up on it, and as bro. Roberts mentioned, 'a 
brisk newspaper war sprung up.' The end result was, as we can imagine, a 
further development in favour of the Truth, as it came prominently before 
the public eye. Oftentimes antagonism toward the Truth resulted in its fur
ther acceptance, for when attention was drawn to it, some here and there 
came into the Way to eternal life). 

* * * 
THIS March issue appears to commence in a formal manner, bro. Roberts' 
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effort to answer many of the Bible questions that were directed to him. This 
section was entitled 'Chat with Correspondents'. Many of these questions 
and answers have been reprinted in the Berean for the past number of years. 

* * * 
AGAIN, in the 'Signs of the Times' presentation, attention is given to the 
events transpiring in the Sudan. Bro. Roberts made the following comment

The month has been full of spirit-stirring events of a very up
setting character to Liberal politicians, but very assuring to 
those who desire the development of the latter-day situation. 
Mr. Gladstone's fond idea of evacuating Egypt has been blown 
to the winds by a tempest of disaster, and instead of evacuation, 
the naval and military establishments of England are full of the 
bustle of dispatching a second expedition to the banks of the 
Nile. England is being compelled to keep her place in Egypt, 
not only in spite of but as the very result of the policy of an 
unwilling government. 

The article continues by showing that God's will ALWAYS comes before 
the power and desire of the nations, and that His purpose will be fulfilled 
to the very letter-

Th us, the pre-determined events of Providence have been too 
strong for the strongest Government of modern times. Mr. 
Gladstone, supported by the consent (in large majority) of the 
whole British empire, resolved to leave Egypt alone, and keep 
England free from all entanglements with that country. The 
requirement of the prophetic Word pulled in the other direction, 
and it became a problem with some, which should win? 

* * * 
This question appears to have been in the minds of some of the brethren 
and sisters who seemed unsure as to what would happen. This is the basis 
for the following thought by bro. Roberts-

Seeing that England is so set against Egyptian connection ... 
some friends were disposed to think there had been a mistake 
about the expected occupation of Egypt by England, and that it 
must be to France we were to look to fulfill that part. In fact, one 
said, "Dr. Thomas is wrong; it is not England that has to occupy 
Egypt and Palestine: it is France." It is never safe to judge by 
appearances. It is not because of appearances that the English 
occupation of Egypt was ever expected by the believers of the 
prophetic Word: but because of the indications in that Word. 

And now, we see how entirely prophetic anticipations have been realized, 
and how completely mere appearances have vanished in the smoke of the 
battle! Thus it is that God uses the most unlikely situations (and those that 
appear to be opposed to His purpose) to bring about the very things He has 
decreed in the opposite direction. A lesson is proclaimed by this which ought 
to be laid to heart by every anxious watcher of the signs of the times: and that 
is to be patient and trust always, in spite of the most unlikely appearances 
that what God has proposed will come to pass. 

* * * 
THERE is a brief quote made from a book with a published letter written 
by Charles Darwin, the so-called father of the evolution theory. This letter 
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is interesting in light of the fact that Darwin did not consider himself an 
atheist. He states-

I may state that my judgment often fluctuates ... In my most 
extreme fluctuations I have never been an atheist in the sense of 
denying the existence of God. I think that generally (and more 
and more as I grow older) , but not always, that an Agnostic 
would be the correct description of my state of mind."-"Ag
nostic:" that is, "don't know." 

(How very sad it is that the theory of evolution so prominent today is based, 
in reality, upon a "Don't Know!"). 

* * * 
WE noticed that bro. Roberts mentions in his editorial section that C. R. 
Conder (the well-known explorer of 135 years ago), had recently published 
his book entitled Heth and Moab." As with other writers of that day, there 
was a tremendous interest in travelling to, and writing about, the land of 
Palestine and area. Out of this era there were also such in-depth books as 
"Sinai and Palestine," by Arthur Stanley (1881); The Land of Gilead," by 
Laurence Oliphant (1881), to name just a few. Many of these exceptionally 
good books are on Christadelphian bookshelves today. 

* * * 
DIFFERENT Bible Lectures-

''The Lord Our Righteousness; J esus and the Resurrection" 
''The Teaching of the Serpent" 
"Fear Not Them Which Kill the Body, but Are Not Able to 
Kill the Sour' 
''The Second Appearing of Christ: the Reason of the Apathy of 
Popular Christianity Regarding It" 
''The Deep Importance for the Restanding from the Dead" 
'The Nations Mustering for the Battle" 
''The Temptation of Job" 
''Trinitarianism and Unitarianism alike Unscriptural" 

February Answers-"Name, Person or Thing" 
1. Word of God 
2. A merry heart 
3. King of Assyria 
4. Lot's wife 
5. Fair woman without discretion 
6. Foolish son 
7. The Righteous 
8. Your life 
9. Christ 

10. House of Judah 
11. Gray head 
12. Strength 
13. Tongue . 
14. Godliness with contentment 
15. Deborah 
16. Vail of the temple 
17. Barabbas 
18. Nathaniel 
19. Nebuchadnezzar's image 
20. Paul 
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21. Naomi 
22. Eve 
23. Simeon and Levi 
24. Herod 
25. Luke 
26. High Priest Ananias 
27. House of Stephanas 
28. Elymas the sorcerer 
29. King Agrippa 
30. King Nebuchadnezzar 
31. Sluggard 
32. Fire on the altar 
33. Fear of the Lord 
34. Wisdom 
35. A brother offended · 
36. Babylon the great 
37. Burning bush 
38. Foolish virgins 
39. Great fishes 
40. Aaron's rod 
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IN the past several issues of the Christadelphian, we notice the increasing 
amount of space given to the writings of bro. Ashcroft, assistant-editor. 
During this time his writings were of great value to bro. Roberts, and the 
scope and depth of his understanding was considerable. It was sad that 
within a few short years his position changed and he eventually left the 
Truth. One of the articles in this March issue was an address that he gave 
at a funeral for a sister. In it he spoke of the Gospel message and how one 
must hold fast to it for the hope of life everlasting! 

* * * 
Bro. Roberts, in considering a request to improve the Christadelphian 
magazine, gave his feelings in the following note-

BIBLE PUZZLE-"One" 
1. Took one of his ... 
2. They shall be one ... 
3. A ... one in the earth 
4. Was of one ... & speech 
5. One of the Hebrew's .. . 
6. Lord our God is one .. . 
7. 12 men, one of a ... 
8. As one was felling a .. . 
9. There is yet one man, ... 

10. One ... destroyeth much good 
11. Voice ofone crying in the ... 
12 .. .. one for another 
13. There is one ... unto all 
14. One man among a ... 
15. How can one be ... alone 
16. All go unto one .. . 
1 7. They h ave all one ... 
18. Bones, not one of them is ... 
19. One ... than I cometh 
20. Couldest thou not watch one ... 
Account Event 
Authority Father 
Beam Flesh 
Beast God 
Body Grudge 
Breath Hour 
Broken Inwardly 
Burdens Language 
Children Lord 
Daily Love 

(Continued on page 1 04) 

21. Taught as one that had ... 
22. Have we not all one ... 
23. Found one ... of great price 
24. Hath not one ... created us 
25. One is your . .. , even Christ 
26. Not to be left here one ... 
27. Ho, every one that ... 
28. As kings one hour with the ... 
29. Ye are called in one .. . 
30. Exhort one another .. . 
31. Be ye all of one ... 
32. Bear ye one another's ... 
33. One thing is ... 
34. One receiveth the .. . 
35. A J ew which is one .. . 
36. Lamb opened one of the ... 
37 .... one another 
38 .... not one against another 
39. He had offered one ... 
40. Every one of us shall give ... 
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