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Ecclesial News 
LAMPASAS, Texas 

We are sad to share the news of our Sis. Ruthie (VanPelt) Hall's 
passing sometime early Sunday morning, November 6th.  Many of the 
Lampasas ecclesia and other Texas ecclesias were at the Hye Quarterly 
when we got this news. She had suffered with Crohn's disease and its 
complications for quite some time now. Ruthie's funeral service was 
Thursday, November 10th at 10:30 AM with family visitation prior to 
this at 10:00 AM here at the Sneed Funeral Home. Her burial was here 
at Oak Hill Cemetery in Lampasas.  The ecclesia followed the burial 
with a lunch at the hall for all to share. 

Condolences may be sent to her husband-Bryan at 35 Samac Lane, 
Lampasas, TX 76550; her parents – Bro. David & Sis. Lois VanPelt's at 
1302 West North Avenue, Lampasas, TX 76550; and her sister our Sis. 
Becky VanPelt at 910 Remington, Leander, TX 78641. 

The family received an outpouring of love and support from all and 
continues to be the recipient of our prayers and concerns during this 
time of trials and sadness. 

As we all await the soon return of Christ back to set up His kingdom 
here on earth, Bro. Jerry Connolly 

 

GATHERINGS & ACTIVITIES 
(To be held Yahweh Willing) 

GOLDTHWAITE GATHERING..................................................Nov 25-27, 2016 
Bro. Len Naglieri, 2575 Highway 3381, Comanche, TX 76442, lnaglieri@gmail.com 
BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN YOUTH GATHERING KENYA, AFRICA.December 18-22,2016  
To be held in Kisumu, Kenya. Study Theme: 1 Corinthians 
For more information please email Bro. Bob Bent. Eyeglassman39@yahoo.com 
LAMPASAS YOUTH GATHERING…….….………...Dec 30 2016 – Jan 1, 2017 
Bro. Mike Neely, PO Box 442, Burnett TX 78611,    254-290-5876 

HOUSTON FRATERNAL GATHERING…….….…..….......… April 15–16, 2017 
Bro. Bob Lorquet, boblorquet@hotmail.com 

LAMPASAS FRATERNAL GATHERING…….….….…………..June 9–11, 2017 
Bro. Ricky Hurst, PO Box 1381, Goldthwaite TX 76844,    325-451-4075 

HYE FRATERNAL GATHERING…….….………………….…...July 23-30, 2017 

Bro. Mark Braune, 209 Ranger Dr, Buda TX, 78610 512-577-1119, 
markbraune@gmail.com, Study on Ezekiel 25-40 
 

 Hidden Wisdom of Mosaic Sacrifice  

“I beseech you brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 

reasonable service.”  

THE ordinance of sacrifice did not begin at the time of Moses. Ages 

before, we find it instituted by God at the very beginning of the 

dispensation of sin and death, as mortal man's way of approach to Him. 

The original sentence for disobedience was death. This was established 

before any sin had occurred. Thus the Divine basis is that—  

mailto:ben.naglieri@gmail.com
mailto:Eyeglassman39@yahoo.com
mailto:boblorquet@hotmail.com
tel:512-577-1119
mailto:markbraune@gmail.com


393 —Berean 2016 

 

 

“Without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin” (Heb. 

9:22).  

Sacrifice is—  

 A recognition and admission of the sinner's liability to the just 

sentence of death.  

 An offering to God as atonement for sin.  

 An evidence of devotion and desire for reconciliation. And—above 

all—  

 A foreshadowing of the Lamb prepared from the foundation of the 

world, by whom the way has been made open for the sin to be covered 

and the sinner forgiven.  

From the beginning, then, sacrifice has been the established and 

ordained basis of reconciliation and approach.  

For the 2500 year period from its inauguration until the Exodus, 

although it is mentioned repeatedly, we are given very little light 

regarding the details of its observance.  

When, however, the family of Jacob was, through Moses, organized 

into a complete national polity, the necessity arose for detailed and 

orderly instruction regarding the various forms, occasions and 

circumstances in which God was to be approached.  

MOSAIC 

It is this classified system of approach, with its deep significances, 

we desire to consider. In all of the ordinances, of course, the basic idea 

is the same as when instituted in Eden, but inasmuch as the details of 

the sacrifices varied according to the circumstances and reasons of their 

observance, it is apparent that the meaning of these details had a 

definite connection with the occasion.  

In this we have a guide, for it is evident that ordinances which are 

common to all or many sacrifices are of general significance, while 

those that vary in specific cases have a connection with those particular 

cases.  

Let us then first consider the features common to all.  

WITHOUT BLEMISH 

To begin with, the sacrifice was to be without blemish. The meaning 

is clear.  

God demands and deserves the BEST. He requires perfection, as far 

as it is in man's power to give it. To please Him, we MUST put Him 

FIRST, unhesitatingly and on all occasions.  



                                                                                                           Berean 2016 —394 

  

He, of course, allows for our frailty, but the desire and effort must 

constantly be toward perfection. Anything short of our very best effort 

is displeasing and dishonoring to Him. Speaking through Malachi (1:8), 

God says of such an offering:  

“Offer it now unto thy governor; will he be pleased with thee, or 

accept thy person?  

“I have no pleasure in you, neither will I accept an offering at your 

hand.”  

Without blemish, too, typified the perfect sacrifice of Christ. Only a 

perfect animal was a fitting type.  

MALE 

Then the sacrifice was—with one or two exceptions to which we 

shall come later—to be male. Again we have brought to our attention 

the relative positions of men and women in the plan of God.  

While in the perfected future there is to be no discrimination, and 

woman is man's equal as an heir to the kingdom, yet in the present 

dispensation, God has ordained a difference:  

“The head of the woman is the man.  

“The man is not of the woman, but the woman of the man.  

“Neither was the man created for the woman, but the woman for the 

man” (1Cor. 11:3-9).  

Man is the image and glory of God (v.7). It is the image of God in 

its fullest, deepest sense to which we are striving—the perfect living 

sacrifice, the New Man which is renewed in knowledge after the image 

of Him who created him (Col. 3:10).  

And it is the “Man Christ Jesus” in whom all sacrifice and 

redemption is centered. Therefore it must be a male animal that is used 

in the type.  

NORTH SIDE OF ALTAR 

Thirdly, the offerer was to bring this male without blemish to the 

door of the Tabernacle and there place his hand upon its head. In this he 

identified himself with the animal and recognized his subjection to the 

death penalty which was the sentence of sin. His sins were “laid upon 

it.”  

The animal was then led to the north side of the altar and there slain. 

It was to the North Side of the city, to Calvary, that Jesus was led to he 

slain. The table of showbread was in the north side of the Tabernacle.  

The original for “showbread” throughout the New Testament is 

“artous tes protheseos”—”bread of setting forth.” Paul uses the same 

word (Rom. 3:25):  
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“SET FORTH” 

“Jesus Christ, whom God had set forth (proetheto) to be a 
propitiation.”  

And he uses the same thought (though not the same word) in Gal. 
3:1—  

“Before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, 
crucified among you.”  

Jerusalem is God's lightstand and altar in the earth—the place of 
sending forth the Law, and the place of approach and reconciliation.  

So it is fitting that the table of showbread was on the north side of 
the lightstand, and the sacrifice was slain on the north side of the altar.  

In the bread and poured-out wine of the Lord's Table, we “show” 
the Lord's death “until he come” (1 Cor. 11:26).  

THE ALTAR and THE BLOOD 

Fourthly, the blood was sprinkled upon the altar and poured out at its 
base, foreshowing the Perfect Offering whose life—signified by the 
blood—was offered an acceptable sacrifice to God, and then poured out 
on account of sin. The altar itself was first sprinkled— 

    “First for himself, and then for the people” (Heb. 7:27). 

—the brazen (flesh) altar, whose design and origination was direct from 
God, but whose construction was by man—by man especially endowed 
with the spirit of wisdom and the power of workmanship (Exo. 35:31-
35).  

The altar was “four-square” (Ex. 27:1), as was the Holy City (Rev. 
21:16), the multitudinous Christ, the conquering camp of the saints 
with its four horns (Exo. 27:2) which, under the figure of the four 
carpenters or builders, will cast out the four horns of the Gentiles who 
have had so long ascendancy over God's kingdom in the earth (Zech. 
1:18-21).  

THE FAT 

Fifthly, in all cases the fat was burned upon the altar. Sometimes the 
whole animal, but always the fat. The fat is the choicest part—the “fat 
of the land” is the best of the land's fruits. As the blood is the life and is 
forfeit for sin, so the fat is the best part of life, and must be offered to 
God (Eccl. 12:1)—  

“Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil 
days come not, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them.”  

Israel was trained to turn toward God with the best of everything 
they had.  

Nothing less than our best and our utmost can fittingly manifest the 
love and thankfulness and godly frame of mind we must have to please 
God.  
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And it must be remembered that the value and acceptability of all 
the sacrifices lay wholly in the state of the heart and mind that they 
gave expression to. As mere ritual, they meant nothing to God.  

This covers the generalities of the sacrificial ordinances. The subject 
further falls under two headings:  

SIX TYPES 

They are: Burnt, Meat, Drink, Peace, Sin and Trespass.  

Why six? Doubtless because sacrifice is an element and a 
recognition of a state that falls short of perfection. Six is the number of 
man, of work, of probation. For six day-millenniums creation groans. 
Seven brings rest, completion, perfection.  

Six sacrifices all pointed forward to the sacrifice of Christ which—
as the seventh—was a combination of all six, and completed and 
fulfilled them.  

SIX TIMES 

The other half of the subject is the periodic ordinances.  

These were: Daily, Weekly, Monthly, and the three yearly—
Passover, Firstfruits, and Tabernacles.  

Again six. These were made up in each case of a combination of 
several of the six types of sacrifice.  

First, then—  

THE SIX BASIC TYPES 

(Burnt, Meat, Drink, Peace, Sin, Trespass) 

These are divisible under three subheads, according to their 
purpose—Dedication, Thanksgiving, and Expiation The first two 
groups were voluntary, their observance depending upon the state of 
mind of the offerer. The third (expiation) was compulsory as the 
consequence of certain circumstances. God, in His infinite wisdom, has 
always arranged His ordinances in this way—some compulsory, some 
voluntary.  

Nothing so clearly reveals the heart of a man as does the extent he 
goes—and joyfully, eagerly desires to go—in his service and 
dedication to God beyond the strictly obligatory.  

The heart that truly seeks God spends all the time and effort it 
possibly can in the sweet and joyful activity that comprises the range of 
free, voluntary self-sacrifice—not as a burden or loss, but as a holy 
privilege of closer communion with God.  

* * * 

Group One—Dedicatory (Burnt) 

This was the Burnt sacrifice, wholly consumed upon the altar. This 

total consumption on the altar was its distinguishing characteristic. This 

was the basic sacrifice which related to sin nature directly.  
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It represented a complete self-dedication of the offerer to God. It 

was a recognition that the nature of sin separates man from God, and is 

present as a barrier to complete unity in any transaction between them, 

and must be utterly consumed out of the way before perfection can be 

reached.  

It pointed forward to the Great Sacrifice in which sinful flesh was 

wholly destroyed, and a way made open whereby that barrier may be 

passed.  

The occasion of this sacrifice was no specific sin or misdoing on the 

part of the offerer, but it was the answer to a feeling of general 

unworthiness and a realization of the sinfulness and burden of the flesh. 

All at times experience, to an almost insupportable degree, the weight 

of this disquieting feeling. Paul expresses it when he exclaims (Rom. 

7:24)—  

“Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?”  

By this merciful provision of the Law, an Israelite so affected could 

bring his offering—the very best that he had—see it all consumed upon 

the altar and the smoke ascending as a token of God's acceptance and 

understanding, and go his way with the impression of a fresh beginning 

and a renewed determination to merit and retain his Lord's approval.  

What a power and comfort there is in a new start and knowledge of 

being understood!  

The Great Burnt Sacrifice has now been offered once for all, and we 

who have entered into it and seek its blessing have completely 

dedicated every fiber of our life and being to the service of God.  

Group Two—Thanksgiving (Meat, Drink, Peace) 

The other class of voluntary or free will sacrifice is that of 

Thanksgiving. This included three types: Meat, Drink, and Peace 

offerings. Roughly speaking, the first two appear to have related more 

to thanksgiving for Temporal blessing; the third—the peace offering—

to Spiritual thanksgiving. These should not be taken as exclusive 

applications, however.  

MEAT AND DRINK OFFERINGS 

Taking the natural first, the Meat offering was of the fruit of the 

field. “Meat” here does not mean “flesh,” but rather “food.” It was 

offered either on the occasion of any specific divine blessing, or to 

express the feeling of general favor well-being. David expresses the 

position it filled when he says, Psa. 116:12, 17—  

“What shall I render unto the Lord for all His benefits towards me?  

“I will offer to Thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving.”  
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Flour, Oil, and Wine 

It was of fine flour mingled with oil. Flour and oil, with the wine of 

the Drink offering, were the chief products of the earth and the offering 

of them was a grateful recognition of their source.  

In a more figurative sense, the flour seems to represent the blessing 

of strength, the oil of plenty, and the wine of gladness and joy—to sum 

up: general well-being as a result of obedience and service to God.  

And, in a still deeper, holier sense, it is the strength-bringing 

heavenly Bread, the enlightening Spirit-Oil, and the joyous, gladdening 

“Good-News” gospel Wine.  

Incense and Salt Required 

Frankincense accompanied every meat offering. Incense, as we 

know, represents Prayer and Praise. This is an essential element of 

approach to God.  

And no meat offering was ever to be made without Salt. (Lev. 2:13). 

This was vital. Salt plays a very important part in our lives. It was even 

more so with the ancients, and was one of the chief items of trade.  

Besides its preservative and cleansing properties, it is essential to 

health, and to the palatability of many foods. These qualities made it 

the recognized emblem of purity, wholesomeness and vigor—  

“Ye are the salt of the earth” (Matt. 5:13).  

—the small but vital class of agents for the preservation of the 

purity of the Truth. Hence the significance of salt being required with 

all meat offerings.  

Leaven and Honey Forbidden 

And as Salt was required, so Leaven was prohibited. Leaven is 

fermentation, corruption and sin— “malice and wickedness” (1 Cor. 

5:8). Clearly no offering is at all acceptable that contains this element.  

It may be noted, though, that while leaven is here forbidden, it is 

specifically required in one or two special cases, where it has a 

significance that is in harmony and keeping with the general picture.  

Beside leaven, Honey too is expressly forbidden (Lev. 2:11). As to 

the meaning of this, we may gather a hint from the words of Solomon 

who associates it (Prov. 25:27) with self-glory. Honey also is used 

many times as an emblem of sweetness, but David tells us the 

judgments and precepts of God are sweeter to the godly mind than 

honey (Psa. 119:103).  

Honey, then, seems to infer something contrasted with, and inferior 

to, the “more excellent” way of God's law—something sweet to the 

natural taste, but soon found sickening when largely indulged in—

something tending to self-glory.  
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Is not this the accomplishment of the flesh and the empty praises of 

ignorant men—the sweetest thing known to those that know not God?  

Honey, like leaven, has its place. There is a glory and 

accomplishment and praise that is legitimate and good.  

The pure, divine honey, gathered from the Rose of Sharon and the 

blossoms of the spiritual fruit, is an element of the eternal joy of the 

redeemed—  

“I am come into my garden, my sister, my spouse ...  

“I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey.  

“Eat, O friends: drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved” (Song 

5:1).  

THE PEACE OFFERING 

The other thanksgiving sacrifice, the Peace offering, seems to have a 

wider and more sublime bearing than the Meat or Drink offerings. As 

the Burnt offering was the fruit of a sorrowful and reflective state of 

mind, so the Peace offering was the product of an appreciation of the 

depths of God's love and care, and a feeling of comforting communion 

with Him.  

From various references, it can be inferred that Peace offerings 

often followed Burnt offerings. We can see the beauty and harmony in 

this, both historically and spiritually. The Burnt offering was designed 

to create the state of mind, and the condition of communion, which the 

Peace offering expressed.  

Unlike all others, in the Peace offering it was immaterial whether 

the sacrifices were male or female. Both were equal1y acceptable. 

Furthermore, this was the only sacrifice of which the offerer himself 

partook.  

There is another unique aspect—leaven was required with this 

offering. The only other place leaven appears in the sacrificial system is 

in the Feast of Firstfruits. In both cases it points to the same thing—

participation, through mercy, of mortal, erring man in the holy things of 

God.  

In these 3 particulars—sex, offerer partaking, and leaven—the 

Peace Offering is unique.  

Taken in conjunction with the Burnt sacrifice, the significance 

cannot be missed. The Burnt consumed all night upon the altar—the 

Peace following in the morning.  

The Burnt replete with the implications of a time of sinful nature 

and a state of separation and probation; the Peace following as a token 

of a time of perfect harmony with God and peace among men, when 
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there will be neither male nor female (among the redeemed) in the 

sense of discrimination and subjection, but all one in Christ Jesus—

both equally acceptable, a time when the accepted offerers themselves 

will partake of the fruit of their long sacrifice.  

Even in the peace offering, however, there was the blood sprinkled 

upon the altar. In his anticipation, the offerer must not forget the 

present realities. His life was forfeit for sin, it was only by the 

transcendent mercy of God that he lived at all, and the shedding of 

blood must be constantly recognized as an essential element of his 

redemption.  

Only the fat of the Peace offering was offered on the altar. We have 

seen the significance of the fat. The breast (symbolic seat of the 

emotions) and the right shoulder (strength and accomplishment) were 

given to the priests (showing that the holy service of God calls for both 

“heart and hand”). The remainder of the edible parts were eaten by the 

offerer and his family on the same day.  

It could also be continued to be eaten on the second day, but any of 

the flesh left to the third day must be “burnt with fire.”  

We see that when the “third day” of God's purpose dawns, all things 

will be “perfected” (Lk. 13:32), and all flesh will be swallowed up in 

eternal Spirit-fire.  

Group Three—Expiatory (Sin and Trespass) 

Expiatory (atoning) offerings were of two kinds: Sin offerings for 

sins of ignorance; Trespass offerings for sins done knowingly. (To be 

continued.)                                                            —Bro. G.V.Growcott 

 

The Ox 

Earlier this month in Israel, on Oct 3
rd

, there was a sounding of a 

trumpet blast that issued in Rosh Hoshana and the Feast of the 

Trumpets. Many have speculated that the Feast of Trumpets could be 

an ideal day for the Lord’s return. However with the incredible 

explosion of signs of the times, with Russia moving further south by 

the day, we might not have another year before the Great Day arrives.   

To the true Bible student, these events should impress the proximity of 

our Master. It should also encourage each of us, to take account of 

where we are in our walk. Is our heading sending us straight towards 

Zion, or does our walk resemble more that of a drunken, staggering 

path, made by someone intoxicated with the things of the world?     

This year has brought stress on each of us individually as well as 

ecclesially. How did we handle these stressors? Did we grow and learn 

from them? Hopefully the pain we’ve experienced, has brought us 

closer to Yahweh and not pushed us further away. We know that even 
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more trials are surely to come. When they do, we have to look to our 

Father for support, and for comfort, and for guidance. We also have 

each other. My family has received a lot of love from each of ya’ll over 

the last year and it has made such a difference. But it makes me realize 

how much more we could do, how much more I can do, and I hope to 

be able, if the Lord remains away.      

******** 

Our discussion this weekend is centered on the cherubim and its 

faces, and we will focus our thoughts on the face of the ox.    

Let’s consider the daily life of the early Hebrews, and it will 

become clear how important the ox would have been to the family. It 

was one of the family’s most valuable earthly possessions.  The ox was 

the primary work force to plow the fields.   

In psalms 144, David prays …(Psa 144:14)  “That our oxen may be 

strong to labor.” 

The ox could, of course, be eaten for food. And we know from the 

Law, that they were used in sacrifices. Because of its importance to the 

Hebrew family, it makes even more sense why the ox became an 

amazing SYMBOL of both SERVICE as well as SACRIFICE. 

Now I’m not sure how accurate this next statement is, but it is 

interesting that the first letter of the Hebrew alphabet, (Aleph), is said 

to have had its earliest pictographic shape in the form of the ox. As the 

lion was king of Jungle, and eagle king of the air, the ox was the 

pinnacle of the Hebrew work force, and therefore it makes sense that its 

image could have been used to represent the first letter in the Hebrew 

alphabet.    

When we think of the Hebrew alphabet in the scriptures, Psalms 119 

often comes to mind. Recall this psalm is divided into 22 parts, with 

each of these sections starting with a subsequent letter of the Hebrew 

alphabet. The first 8 verses of the chapter, each start with the letter 

Aleph, and has been summarized by some commentators as “The Path 

of the Burden-Bearer”.   

Psalm 119 

ALEPH. 
1 
 Blessed are the undefiled in the way, 

Who walk in the law of the LORD. 
2 
 Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, 

And that seek him with the whole heart. 
3 
 They also do no iniquity: 

They walk in his ways. 
4 
 Thou hast commanded us 
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To keep thy precepts diligently. 
5 
 O that my ways were directed 

To keep thy statutes! 
6 
 Then shall I not be ashamed, 

When I have respect unto all thy commandments. 
7 
 I will praise thee with uprightness of heart, 

When I shall have learned thy righteous judgments. 
8 
 I will keep thy statutes: 

O forsake me not utterly. 

 These verses point out walking in the truth, walking in the straight 

path that leads to Yahweh. It emphasizes staying diligent, keeping his 

testimonies, seeking Yahweh with the whole heart… All characteristics 

of a SERVANT dedicated to his master.  

The question is, does this describe each of us?    

You notice first of all, the servant already knows the rules. Most of 

us here already have the truth. However knowledge is just the start. It’s 

the entry ticket that gets us admission to the race. It allows us to be 

baptized, and to put our heads within the yoke that Christ has built, but 

then the real work begins. When we meet with Christ at the Judgement 

seat, will he be more interested in how much we know, or will he really 

be more interested in how we’ve used our knowledge of the truth to 

grow our character within the guidelines that he has established. We 

have the knowledge to produce fruit, but are we producing it? Are we 

trying to pull our share, or do we let others do it for us? 

I don’t want to give the wrong impression, as our salvation isn’t 

based on how much we produce, but instead by how much we try.  

Our works can’t save us, only the grace of God. But if we neglect 

his vineyard, if we don’t put our best effort into his work, do we 

really expect his mercy when the time comes? 

Philippians 2:12, “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always 

obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, 

work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.”  

Philippians 2:13,  “For it is God which worketh in you both to will 

and to do of his good pleasure.”  

Philippians 2:14 “Do all things without murmurings and 

disputings:” 

Bro. Growcott describes this as the “Glorious Paradox”. Work out 

your own salvation, yet it is God which worketh in you. That’s just it, it 

takes both, for us to truly succeed. We have to let God fill us in such a 

way, that we can do his will. And how do we do that?  By a constant 

infusion of his principles into our mind, pushing out worldly thoughts.      
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We have to start out with the scriptures, and study and meditate 

constantly on them. But then we must go a step further and let it 

transform us,  let it infiltrate our being, and become the driving force, 

so that we become willing servants and shining lights, reflecting 

Yahweh’s glory. 

Now we do have one other option available to us… That would be 

that after we learn the truth, to allow our flesh to stubbornly pull us 

away from our work. Job says… 

Job 39:9,
 
 “Is the wild ox willing to serve you?  

Will he spend the night at your manger?  

 
10 

 Can you bind him in the furrow with ropes,  

or will he harrow the valleys after you?  

 
11 

 Will you depend on him because his strength is great,  

and will you leave to him your labor?  

 
12 

 Do you have faith in him that he will return your grain  

and gather it to your threshing floor?” 

The implication is that the wild ox, although strong and capable, 

would not perform the necessary labor and could not be trusted to 

complete the tasks at hand. Not that he couldn’t, but that he wouldn’t 

be willing to. But that’s in comparison to the trusted ox that is part of 

the family, whose sole purpose is for support of the family. Our master, 

our boss, has given us a set of directions, and just as Adam and Eve, He 

has left us to decide what path we are going to follow? The true servant 

takes the directions and does what he is told, without grumbling and 

without murmuring, and instead does it willfully.      

With this in mind, let us focus for second back to the Hebrew letter 

“Aleph”.     

The English Letter “A” says, or is pronounced  “ahh”.  So what does 

The Letter “Aleph” in Hebrew say? Well that’s a trick question, as it 

really doesn’t say anything, but it is instead described as the “sound of 

a breath.”    

You see, The Ox is a worker, he does what he is told without 

murmuring.   He lives and breathes the truth. The ox when approached 

doesn’t let out a roar, but just continues to chew its cud and breathes.   

The quiet breath sound of aleph.    

When the ox isn’t actively working, you will find him eating, 

chewing the cud, actively ruminating on the word, which then gives 

him the strength and the direction to go back again and WORK! The 

word should be giving us the energy, the spirit, as well as the blueprint, 

to then go out and live in the truth, to work in the truth, to labor in the 

truth.    
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Another great quote from Bro. Growcott, 

The mighty, rushing wind of the Spirit is upon you—set your 

sails to catch every ounce of it for this is your day of opportunity. 

In Proverbs we are told, Prov.14:4, “Where there are no oxen, the 

manger is clean, but abundant crops come by the strength of the ox.” 

Yahweh wants us to bring forth fruit, to at least TRY to be 

productive. If we aren’t working as the ox should be, then we haven’t 

been transformed by his Word.   

James says…. 

James 1:22,  “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, 

deceiving your own selves.”  

And then down to vs 25 

James 1:25  “But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and 

continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the 

work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.” 

James 1:26  “If any man among you seem to be religious, and 

bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion 

is vain.” 

******* 

Next let us look at the symbol of the Ox in relation to the Children 

of Israel after they left Egypt. The 12 tribes were organized in such a 

way that positioned them in 4 sets of 3 around the tabernacle. As 

demonstrated on the screen, the tribes to the West of the Tabernacle 

were headed by Ephraim. 

Num 2:2,  “Every man of the children of Israel shall pitch by his 

own standard, with the ensign of their father's house: far off about the 

tabernacle of the congregation shall they pitch.” 

So each group had its own banner. 

It is interesting in that, we aren’t specifically told the exact ensigns 

on the banners used for the encampment, but it is instead inferred from 

other examples as well as from Jewish tradition.    

The ensign that represented the West Side, Ephraim’s side, appears 

to be the ox. How do we arrive at this? First by comparing it with the 

Cherubim described in Ezek 1, where the faces are described.    

Eze 1:10,  “As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face 

of a man, and the face of a lion on the right side: and they four had the 

face of an ox on the left side; they four also had the face of an eagle.” 

From this we can definitely see the ox on the left side and the lion 

on the right.  
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Next we can look at the blessing that Jacob gave his sons.   

Regarding the sons of Joseph, (Manasseh and Ephraim) we read in 

Deut 33:17… 

Deut. 33:17,  “His glory is like the firstling of his bullock, and his 

horns are like the horns of unicorns:”  

Here both sons are associated with the bullocks’ horns. Then in  

Hos 10:11,  “And Ephraim is as an heifer that is taught, and loveth 

to tread out the corn;”  

From these, it appears that Ephraim is associated with the ox. It is 

also pretty clear that Judah is associated with the lion as we are told in,  

Rev 5:5,  “…behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah.”  

And given the lion on the east and ox on the west, it would make 

sense that the ensigns of the encampment of Israel would continue to 

mirror the example given to us of the cherubim in Ezek 1.   

Just as the cherubim represents God Manifest in the flesh as was 

exhibited in Christ and the immortalized saints, so this foursquare 

encampment also symbolized the multitudinous man, the ruling powers 

in the age to come. 

******* 

Brother Sulley in his book entitled, Temple of Ezekiel’s Prophecy, 

also brings out that the faces of the cheribum could relate to 4 epochs 

or time periods.  Brother Bob Widding gave an interesting talk on this a 

few years ago and gave some convincing evidence for this idea. First 

there is the…. 

1.  Adamic dispensation:             

a. A time period extending from Adam to the Flood 

b. Symbolized by The Man: Man was created, falls, and the plan 

of redemption given to us 

2.  Patriarchal dispensation:    

a. Extending from the Flood to the Mosaic Law 

b. It is symbolized by The Eagle:   which is known for its Long 

distance sight, the eye of faith.   And we know the… 

i. Abrahamic Covenant, is a Faith based covenant 

3.  Mosaic dispensation:           

a. It extended form the beginning of the Mosaic Law to its 

Abolition, with the offering of Christ 

b. We read in Galatians…. 

i. Gal 5:1  Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ 

hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of 

bondage.    

ii. The law was styled a yoke, that they couldn’t bear. 
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c. The Ox is therefore a fitting symbol for this time period, being 

an animal that is often yoked! 

 And lastly we have the,    

4. Messianic dispensation:      

a. Extending from the 1
st
 appearing of Christ to his 2

nd
 appearing 

b. Joh 18:37  Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? 

Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, 

and for this cause came I into the world 

c. This time period is therefore fitly represented by the Lion 

****** 

The prophetic books of the Old Testament are divided into the 4 

major prophets and the 12 minor prophets. It has been speculated that 

these 4 major prophets, (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel), have a 

correlation to the four faces of cherubim, just as the 4 gospels 

correspond to them. This maybe more speculation, but it is interesting.   

The thought is that Jeremiah is the one that is supposed to represent the 

ox/servant, because of his trials in prophesying to a nation that wasn’t 

interested in listening.    

Isaiah:       Matthew     =>   Lion 

Jeremiah:   Mark          =>   Ox 

Ezekiel (son of man):  Luke      =>   Man 

Daniel:      John            =>   Eagle 

The 4 Gospels are more clear in their association with the 

corresponding faces, with Matthew correlating to the Lion, Luke the 

man, John the Eagle, and of course Mark, the second and shortest 

gospel, representing the Ox.       

First, who was the man called Mark? We get glimpses of the man 

from acts… 

Acts 12:12,  “…he came to the house of Mary the mother of John, 

whose surname was Mark;”  

Col 4:10,  “…and Marcus, sister's son to Barnabas.” 

We can see from these verses that his mother was Mary and his 

uncle Barnabas.   

We then read in Acts chp 12 and 13, that when, 

Acts 12:25,  “Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem, …, 

(they) took with them John, whose surname was Mark.” 

Acts 13:13,  “…(and) when Paul and his company…came to 

Pamphylia:  John (Mark) departed from them returning to Jerusalem.” 

John Mark had accompanied his Uncle and Paul on their first 

journey, but then suddenly left them returning home.   This incident 
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was recalled in Acts 15, when Barnabas and Paul argued about taking 

Mark again with them on the 2
nd

 journey. 

Acts 15:37, “And Barnabas determined to take with them John, 

whose surname was Mark.”  

Acts 15:38,  “But Paul thought not good to take him with them, who 

departed from them from Pamphylia, and went not with them to the 

work.” 

Acts 15:39,  “And the contention was so sharp between them, that 

they departed asunder one from the other: and so Barnabas took Mark, 

and sailed unto Cyprus;” 

Notice, what Paul says, “and went not with them to the work”.  It 

appears that Mark wasn’t at first ready for the labor needed, but that 

wasn’t the end of the story, just the beginning.   

2Tim 4:11,  “…Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is 

profitable to me for the ministry.” 

He became profitable for the labor needed. So much so that he was 

the one that recorded the 2
nd

 gospel, associated with the ox. Yahweh is 

gracious. We may not at first be up to the arduous task that the truth 

requires, we even may have some significant failures, but if we mature 

and grow in the truth, we can get back on the road with Yahweh’s help, 

and then hopefully be accounted as a fellow labourer as was Mark. 

Now why is the gospel of Mark associated with the ox?    

First, unlike Matthew and Luke there is no genealogy recorded in 

Mark. Where a servant comes from, his previous history before coming 

to Christ, isn’t as important. Mark begins with introducing John the 

Baptist, and then the first mention of Christ’s life, begins in vs 9, 

Mark 1:9,  “And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from 

Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan.” 

He doesn’t tell of his birth, his circumcision, his visiting the 

Temple, but goes right to the baptism, the point at which Jesus begins 

the serious work of his public ministry.    

A commentator made an interesting point regarding the gospel of 

Mark and his association with the ox, in regards to how a lot of the 

chapters begin. You notice they mostly start with the word “AND”.    

Mark 2:1 “And again he entered into Capernaum after some days;”  

Mark 3:1  “And he entered again into the synagogue;  

Mark 4:1  “And he began again to teach by the sea side: 

Mark 5:1  “And they came over unto the other side of the sea, 

Mark 6:1  “And he went out from thence, 

Mark 7:1  “Then came together unto him the Pharisees, 
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His point was that the servant doesn’t stop. When one scenario is 

complete, then it is on to the next without delay. Another recurring 

word found in the book, which is used 19 times (almost as many as in 

the rest of the entire Bible) is the word “Straightway”.     

Mark 1:20,  “And straightway he called them:” 

Straightway, without delay. No hesitation. Christ knew what was 

needed, he redeemed the time. He didn’t need a goat prod as the rest of 

us, to energize him to do something.    

Other noteworthy words in the gospel are the frequent use of the 

words “Forthwith” and “immediately” (17 times). Again words, 

showing the urgency, the drive to keep doing the will of his Father.   

Now let us look as some of the verse in the Gospel of Mark.   

Mark 9:35,  “And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto 

them, If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and 

servant of all.” 

And a similar statement in the next chapter…. 

Mark 10:42,  “But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye 

know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise 

lordship over them; … 

Mark 10:43,  “But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will 

be great among you, shall be your minister:  

Mark 10:44,  “And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be 

servant of all.  

Mark 10:45,  “For even the Son of man came not to be ministered 

unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.” 

The Gospel of Mark, reveals the character of Christ that portrayed 

him as a loyal servant of Yahweh, showing his love for his brethren, 

and his love for his Father. He completely exhibited the spiritual 

character of the face of the Ox. And then he became a willing 

participant in the ultimate sacrifice.    

That’s the other meaning of the symbol of the ox, a symbol of 

sacrifice. The law taught that the ox was to be used for the burnt 

offering. Sinful nature had to be condemned.  

This brings us back to the cherubim and its faces. They were there 

to teach us of Christ, in a multifaceted approach. Recall they were 

placed in the garden directly in the path back to the tree of Life. The 

cherubim may have initially been viewed as an obstacle that kept them 

from reaching the life giving tree, but it was instead there to teach 

them, and became a symbol of what one has to become in order to 

eventually reach that symbolic tree that gives immortal life. It was in 

fact a bridge that alone would lead to the Tree. We have to strive to 
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become the cherubim, and in order to do that, we have to become part 

of Christ. We have to take the principles laid down by Christ in the 

gospels, and place that yoke around our neck and pull as hard as we 

can. 

Matt 11:29,  “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am 

meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  

Matt 11:30,  “For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  

When we place our neck in the yoke of the Truth, we have our elder 

brother who helps guide us, and as long as we don’t pull away from 

him, and instead we let him work in us, then our burden truly is light.  

The word “yoke” is a wooden device that connects two oxen 

together. 

From the ox perspective, this could be viewed as a willing 

binding that can be useful to help him be productive, OR it could 

be viewed as an imposed shackle that only gets in the way and tries 

to prevent him from going the direction he really wants to go. 

Israel often tried to go a different direction than Yahweh 

wanted…. 

 Deut._31:27,  “For I know thy rebellion, and thy stiff neck:” 

Jer. 17:23,  “But they obeyed not, neither inclined their ear, but 

made their neck stiff, that they might not hear, nor receive instruction.” 

A true disciple of Christ puts his neck willingly within the yoke, 

and then continues to live their life, trying their best to mirror the 

actions of their elder brother who they are harnessed beside. The 

closer we are to mirroring his actions and steps, the easier it will 

ultimately be for us. We must try our best to become one with him, 

walking in unison, in step, yoked together. 

The problem is, is that it’s so easy to get distracted, isn’t it? 

Dad raises cattle on his land. He needs a bull occasionally, but 

instead of buying one, he borrows a neighbors for a month each year.   

It’s a hassle, but he knows if he buys one and keeps it on his ranch 

permanently, that the bull would eventually see the larger herd next 

door and be tempted to jump the fence to get to them, and in the 

process end up tearing the fence down. As the saying goes, The grass is 

always greener on the other side.    

Our lives are so short, we don’t have any time to waste and get 

distracted.  Each of us have been selected for a very important mission.  

Our job is to plough a straight path, not looking to the green pastures 

on the left or the right, but being content with what we have, pulling a 

yolk of the Truth around our necks. We have to ignore and reject the 
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impulses that want to nudge us just a little off the road. We have to 

focus our sight on Zion and ignore the temptations that distract us and 

pull us to the pastures that appear greener, but instead are a delusion, a 

mirage, that is full of dead men’s bones.  

Once we’ve decided to put our head in the yoke and work for our 

master, we’ve made a serious commitment.  Recall, Christ reminds us 

in ….Luke 9:62  that.., “No man, having put his hand to the plough, 

and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

Our current internship, will soon be over. Our labors and our trials 

will soon end. Then the ox face will change, as we see in Ezek. 10, 

where the ox face is replaced with the face of a cherub. 

Ezekiel 10:14, “And every one had four faces: the first face was the 

face of a cherub, and the second face was the face of a man, and the 

third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle.” 

Then the saints who have tried their best to keep in step with the 

example of Christ and who are found acceptable, will have the 

opportunity to be released from our bondage of sin and death and be 

clothed with immortality, and then we will truly be one with our 

Master.   

 Brothers and Sisters, let us not be a stiff-necked people, but instead 

willing servants following him steadfastly in Truth and love. Let us 

keep our focus on the path that leads to Life, and not look back.    

Hopefully, upon Christ’s return, each of us will be found acceptable 

cherubs, useful vehicles, that Yahweh can dwell within, and use, in his 

Ultimate Plan.                                                               —Bro. B.L.Smith 

                                    

Meditations —Deity’s Ways No. 87 

 “RESIST not evil” (Matt. 5:39). Is it possible to state in a few 

words the meaning of Christ’s command? Some think not, owing 

largely to the thousand and one queries which are raised whenever the 

command comes under public consideration. May we invoke the aid of 

a policeman, or a court of law, to prevent our being fleeced or imposed 

upon? May we lay hold of a man who has purloined our watch or 

purse? May we go to the rescue of a woman or child who is being 

brutally ill-treated? May we respond to the call of a constable, who, in 

the king’s name, requests our help to overcome a desperate hooligan? 

May we use our fists, or a poker, to extricate ourselves from the 

clutches of a blood-thirsty maniac? Such queries can be, and are, 

multiplied. That they are practical questions there can be no doubt, but 

before they are allowed to enter into the discussion of Christ’s 

command, agreement should be arrived at as to the principle—the 

fundamental idea—which lies at the root of it. What is this principle? 
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When apprehended, we shall see that it reaches much farther than to 

matters in which the policeman and the bailiff are concerned—that it 

touches all circumstances in which it is possible for us to act on the 

common, popular, tit-for-tat arrangement. Failing to recognise this 

principle we are likely to become scrupulous in one aspect or bearing 

of the case, which in many of our experiences seldom or never occurs, 

and careless and disobedient in regard to the other nine-nine bearings 

which arise day by day. The principle is—what? Why, that of passive, 

willing submission in face of injury sustained—injury relating to our 

property, person, reputation, feelings, etc. It is an attitude just the 

opposite to that required (in some cases), or suffered (in other cases), 

under the Mosaic law. Let us see to it, brethren, that we endorse the 

principle, and having endorsed it, let us be honest and painstaking in 

the application of it. Where, however, others differ from us in the 

application of the principle, let us be considerate. What has been 

regarded (by many of the most worthy among us) as consistent at one 

time, has, as the result of more education and experience (a growth of 

spiritual discernment), been deemed, later, inconsistent. Christ, in his 

sermon on the mount, not only said “Resist not evil,” but “Judge not 

that ye be not judged.” 

Christ asks for oneness of mind among all who profess his name. 

Let us not show indifference to this divine requirement. Speaking in the 

name of his Master, Paul puts the matter very plainly—”Be of one 

mind” (2 Cor. 13:11), “All speak the same thing” (1 Cor. 1:11), “With 

one mind and one mouth glorify God” (Rom. 15:6). The apostle adds, 

in another place, the subject to which the required oneness refers—

”The faith of the gospel,” “Stand fast in one spirit, with one mind, 

striving together for the faith of the gospel” (Phil. 1:27). Is this unity 

possible? Thousands say, “No.” They argue that “where there are many 

men, there must be many minds.” Let us not be caught by the 

argument, although it may be helped by such a logician as Mr. A. J. 

Balfour, who said recently, in Mr. R. J. Campbell’s conventicle, “that 

the churches into which Christendom was divided were for the spiritual 

welfare of the world.” No, nothing will excuse the sickening and 

bewildering spectacle of a multitude of churches. That Christendom is 

divided is a fact, but one which evidences its unfaithfulness to the 

Word of God. The church at the start was united, and the reason for the 

unity is revealed—”They continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine” 

(Acts 4:32: 2:42). Are the churches now out of reach of the apostles’ 

doctrine? No. Is the apostles’ doctrine so ambiguously stated that no 

man is justified in being positive about it? No. Then why is 

Christendom divided? There is only one answer, and that is, that 

Christendom will not surrender itself to apostolic teaching. Let us think 
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of this, brethren, not only in relation to Christendom, but also in 

relation to our own Christadelphian body. When disputes and divisions 

occur, let us examine ourselves, remembering that divisions imply that 

someone or someone’s are in some way or another dangerously wrong. 

“Brethren, dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so 

stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved” (Phil. 4:1). Ponder these 

words, brethren. Read them again and again. They are the expressions, 

not of a flatterer, but of a sincere and noble man—one who had, as we 

all should have, the salvation of others at heart. But why this affection 

on Paul’s part, this earnest entreaty to his brethren to remain faithful? 

Discuss the subject, brethren, for it is an ennobling one. Many things 

were at work in the apostle’s mind. In the first place he had determined 

to be true to the commandments of Christ, and these enjoined kindness 

and solicitude towards others. He appreciated, too, as the result of his 

own bitter experience, the nobility of his brethren and sisters on 

account of their struggles to conform to the calls of the truth. This made 

him sympathetic and loving. He had, also, strong faith in the events of 

the judgment-seat; he was positive that it would take place, and that 

acceptance and reward would be for those only who endured to the end. 

He had likewise a keen realisation of the pleasure which he would then 

enjoy in seeing many approved and glorified as the outcome of his 

much unselfish, though at times much misunderstood, labour. “What is 

our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence 

of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?” (1 Thess. 2:9). With Paul the 

future was a very real thing. Was he wrong? You know he was not. Do 

you aspire to be like Paul? It is to be hoped so. Pauls are needed—more 

ecclesias than one are pining and dying for the want of them. Are you 

like Paul? That is the important question. If you are like him, then you 

are not selfish, but ready and willing to think of others, to work and 

endure for others, and to cut and contrive ways and means whereby 

they may be helped, and not hindered, in their strivings to reach the 

Kingdom. 

Exhorting and lecturing brethren are to a large extent the nourishers 

of the ecclesia. Let them, therefore, study to make their dishes 

wholesome and nutritious— “meaty,” as the Americans say. How can 

they do this? By following the teaching and example of Christ and the 

apostles. Where this is done the Scriptures will not be given a second 

place in the preparation of addresses, nor will the writings of orthodox 

commentators be flown to for ideas and information in preference to 

standard Christadelphian works. Brethren require to encourage one 

another as to what is rational in this matter. What is more sad than to 

hear a brother set forth, with a flourish of trumpets, questionable 

thoughts gleaned from Bishop Brown, Canon Jones, and the Rev. John 

Robinson, whilst displaying the grossest ignorance in regard to Bible 
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truth? Is such a thing as this entirely unknown among the brethren? 

That it is rare may be admitted, but it cannot be admitted that the 

Scriptures and the reliable expositions of those Scriptures by Dr. 

Thomas and others are sufficiently read and remembered by many who 

essay to lecture and exhort. A brother to be a good and efficient speaker 

must be determined to know more than the contents of the Declaration; 

he must master Bible history, in which is disclosed the mind of God. 

The tendency is for things to get worse, and it rests with each one to try 

and remedy the fault. The popular craving is to be “novel” and 

“original,” a craving which is all very well if the gratification of it is 

confined to discovering new things in the Word, or new ways of 

enforcing old things in the same precious Book, but very dangerous 

otherwise. “If any man speak,” says Peter, “let him speak as the oracles 

of God.” This requires a knowledge of the Scriptures, not merely of a 

few proof texts, but the contexts of these texts, and much else that is 

divinely revealed. The business of a Christadelphian speaker is to 

preach the Way of Salvation, and the Scriptures are his God-given 

strength and authority in the matter. The more he knows of these 

writings, the more skillful and useful will he be. Would that more 

believed this.                                            —Bro. A.T. Jannaway — 1906 

 

Principles of Righteousness  — What are the 

Sacrifices that Characterise True Repentance? 
David answers this question in Psalm 51:17. “The sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit: a broken and contrite heart, O God thou wilt not 
despise”. 

“A broken spirit”, in the original Hebrew is in the passive sense—to allow 
oneself to be willingly broken, non‐resistance, a principle which has its full 

impact in the complete surrender of our will to the word of God. In a 
personal sense, God’s will must become ours where rebellion and iniquity 
once reigned because of sin. This principle of non‐resistance must also be 
extended to our surrender to God’s appointed wise chastening, which are 
often the consequences of rebellion, so that we might be purified and 
refined from that evil which lays at the root of all our sinfulness, and be the 
recipients of God’s mercy. “Let us fall now into the hand of the Lord; for his 
mercy is a great: and let me not fall into the hand of man” (2 Samuel 
24:14). 

“A broken and contrite heart” submits, mentally and physically, and is 
bruised, wounded, or suffers, according to the will of God. The Hebrew root 
of the word “bruised” is in fact used to describe the sacrifice of our Lord; 
“yet it pleased Yahweh to bruise him”; “he was bruised for our iniquities” 
(Isaiah 53:5, 10). So in a very real sense, this “broken spirit and contrite 
heart” (the scriptural definition of repentance) is inextricably linked with 
the exceedingly painful death of the flesh by crucifixion (Galatians 5:24). 
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It identifies us with the thief who was crucified with Christ (John 20:20), 
who came to see in the dying of his Lord the principles of life, and at last 
allowed his will also to be broken and put his faith in a crucified man 
saying, “remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom” (Luke 23:40–
42). This man feared God. He recognised the just reward for sin of which 
he confessed, and saw the righteousness of God declared in His only 
begotten son. He, having faith in the forgiveness of the son of man, was 
forgiven instantaneously and completely. Though he lingered upon the 
cross, well after his Lord had died, his Lord’s heart had become his in all 
contriteness. When the Romans came with a wooden mallet to break his 
legs to end his suffering, his death with his Lord’s memorialised that Christ 
came to save sinners, and vividly exemplified the means by which this 
could be accomplished. 

“I am crucified with Christ”, says Paul, “nevertheless I live; yet not I but 
Christ lives in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith 
of the son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me”. 

If we seek forgiveness as David did for murder and adultery, sins which all 
Israel came to know, (like the thief crucified for his sins for all to see) then 
with broken spirit and contrite heart, we too will have to linger upon the 
cross while the flesh is put to death. Yet in this excruciating process of 
dying, we live and become more alive, for Christ in his sacrificial love 
becomes the all‐pervading force in our life. 

By Christ’s sufferings or his stripes, we are healed (1Peter 2:21–24). This 
is the fruit which every repentant son and daughter of God shall reap—
when the bones which in crucifixion are finally broken and the ordeal ends 
in the death of the man of the flesh, when those very bones which have 
been broken shall rejoice (Psalm 51:8), for they have been healed. It is not 
the man of the flesh which is the product of this healing, but the man of the 
spirit; that which had been cultivated as a result of repentance or “the 
broken spirit, the broken and contrite heart”. 

These are the sacrifices that God requires from those who have committed 
sin including those who have sinned by divorcing a spouse who is innocent 
of porneia, and have remarried. If these scriptural conditions are 
manifested, do we dare suggest that God will not forgive? Scripture 
clearly states that such a one when this repentance is manifested is 
forgiven and mercy is extended. The iniquity is blotted out through faith in 
the sin covering efficacy of the blood of Christ. 

Note: This is the correct Berean belief on this subject. Those who 
believe differently are following an incorrect doctrine that the 
Bereans were separated from in 1941 and 1971. (The Dawn and 
Four Points) 

 

Jerusalem Revisited  — 13 

OLIVET HOUSE, JERUSALEM. March, 1912. 

DEAR BROTHER WALKER,—Those fifty-seven Jewish Colonies 

set forth in my last letter, are all within bow-shot of the walls of 

Jerusalem. [We omitted publishing the 57 Colonies listing.] What a 

contrast to the condition of things in the Land when our beloved 
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forerunner, Dr. John Thomas, looked forward to, and forecasted, a 

partial colonisation of Palestine by the Jews prior to the return of the 

Lord Jesus. 

I have before me an old Herald (1852), in which he wrote: “I 

believe there will be a pre-adventual limited colonisation of the country 

by Jews. . . . And that the prosperity of this colony will be the cause of 

the country’s invasion by the Russian ‘clay,’ styled ‘Gogue’ by 

Ezekiel. . . . It will be the sign of ‘The Time of the End’ indicative of 

the speedy return of Christ.” 

At that time (1852) the few Jews who were in the Land were there 

only on sufferance. They were mere wanderers and pilgrims—aliens in 

their own country! No better title than they had possessed for over 

1,700 years. Their attempt in the first half of the second century, under 

Barchobab, to throw off the Roman yoke, which had been made doubly 

secure by Titus, was so costly to the Romans, both in life and money, 

that the Emperor Hadrian issued an edict in A.D. 130 that henceforth 

not a foot of the Holy Land should be possessed by a Jew. He made a 

clean sweep of the city, Jerusalem, laid its foundations bare, and, in its 

place, built an entirely new city—a Roman one, with the Roman name, 

Aelia Capitolina. It had not the slightest connection with its 

predecessor, and not a soul to transmit the memory of its greatness. 

Truly, now and again a ray of light or hope was shed and encouraged 

by some friendly ruler; but each hope was so hopelessly deferred that it 

was no wonder the Jewish heart grew sick. The Jew was an outcast, “at 

home” and abroad. 

In 1827, an influential and wealthy Jew, of noble Spanish descent, 

and whose ancestors had been driven from Spain by its bloody anti-

Semitic persecutions, Sir Moses Montefiore by name, was constrained 

to visit the Land of his forefathers, to see with his own eyes the 

relationship of his race to the Land now in possession of the Turk as the 

last successor of Titus and Hadrian. He found it was only too true, all 

that he had heard. He returned to England with the doleful intelligence 

that “500 Jews,” all told, was a liberal estimate of the Israelitish 

population of the Holy Land, and even they were but nomads, the 

offscouring of the race. 

His “Diary” reveals how sick at heart he was at such a condition of 

things in “The Land of Promise,” and his conclusions were but an 

elaboration of the prophetic utterances of Ezekiel as to what would be 

the state and mind of Israel in the latter days: “Our bones are dried, and 

our hope is lost: we are clean cut off” (Ezek. 37:8, R.V.). Yes, and the 

man who was “parting the Land for price” (the Sultan of Turkey among 

his pashas) was not likely to make things pleasant for the Jews, nor was 
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there anything particularly attractive in Palestine for them, apart from 

sentiment, and that is not, and never was, calculated to weigh much 

with a Jew. They were still in critical times, and, as one Jewish 

newspaper (The Jewish Chronicle) put it: “We want a first-class brain 

to guide us, and a first-class personality to shake our dry bones.” 

Sir Moses Montefiore paid other visits (seven in all). It was not, 

however, until 1838 that he could obtain the consent of the Porte to 

erect a few almshouses in the vicinity of Jerusalem to accommodate the 

poor, and wretched, and helpless Jews stranded in the Land; refugees, 

as it were, where they could exist and die in peace. But, in spite of that 

firman, or special Governmental privilege, it was utterly impossible to 

carry out even that humble work, so great was the prejudice against the 

Jew. It would not have been safe. The life of the refugees would not 

have been worth an hour’s purchase. 

And so, year after year rolled by without the almshouses being 

erected. They were not built till the year 1852. Although they are 

known as “Sir Moses Montefiore’s almshouses,” as a matter of fact 

they originated with the “noble purpose and munificent gift” of a Jew 

named Juda Touro. They are still in existence, and occupied, as I 

informed you in one of my earlier letters. But you do not need to be 

told much about them, seeing you have twice personally inspected the 

cottages. Here is a photograph I took of them the other day from the 

roadway leading from the railway station to the city. The road just there 

is a kind of bank bridging the valley of Hinnom, where it joins up the 

Valley of Gihon. Over on our right is what is known as the “Lower 

Pool of Gihon,” and down below, on our left, the western end of 

Gehenna. The little erection on the right of the road is the Jerusalem 

water supply, from whence, all day long, the inhabitants are fetching 

water. 

Still higher in the picture is seen a windmill, quite a landmark; at 

least, it was to me when wandering round about the south-west of the 

city. This windmill forms part of the Touro-Montefiore Settlement. Sir 

Moses thus refers to it in his diary: “They ascended to the top of the 

windmill, and found everything perfect, with the exception of the 

millstones, which are a little worn, but not to such an extent as to 

prevent grinding. I was particularly pleased, as I had a double object in 

building it—to benefit the poor and encourage industry. The paragraphs 

(v. and viii.) in the agreement are: ‘The poor shall always have their 

wheat ground at a reduced price; they are to pay for each measure two 

paras less (about 40 paras equal 1 piastre, which is 2¼) than the charge 

would be to any other person not classed among the poor; and, when 

both rich and poor persons come at the same time to have their corn 

ground, precedence shall always be given to the poor.’” From the point 

where I took the photograph I was not able to get all the almshouses on 



417 —Berean 2016 

 

 

to the plate, but they are all alike, so that the half-dozen seen on the 

left-hand of my photograph will afford a good idea of the others. There 

are 27 or 28 in all. 

Except for the fact that these almshouses were the first permanent 

Jewish buildings for more than 1,700 years they would not be worth 

writing about. Sir Moses Montefiore, on his final visit in 1875, found 

them in a somewhat dilapidated condition; water was even coming 

through the roof, in one case on to the bed of the occupants. Other 

repairs were also wanted. But what strikes me most is why so wealthy a 

Jew, and one professing such love for his poorer kinsmen, and such 

love and fear of their God, Yahweh, should be so slow in making good 

the repairs needed to render the cottages habitable, if not comfortable. I 

should be sorry to misrepresent Sir Moses Montefiore, so will quote 

from his own diary, published by himself for his “friends and well-

wishers of Zion.” He wrote:— 

“The roofs of the houses occupied by the widow Lilienthal, and by 

Mrs. Simka Khaziza, require some repairs,” although “the Synagogues 

of the Portuguese and Germans adjoining the Mishkenot Shaananim 

(the almshouses), were remarkably well kept.” The kind and quality of 

the water supply to the almshouses will be better understood when it is 

stated that such was simply rainwater which flowed from the roofs and 

roads (!) and gathered in underground cisterns, in regard to which Sir 

Moses says it was “suggested” to him that he “make proper pavement 

of square smooth stones in front of the houses, so that the rainwater 

which passed over into the cisterns may not become mixed with the 

mud, which during the winter season, covers the present pavement.” He 

then proceeds to say.— 

“I have promised to several of the inmates whom I had subsequently 

occasion to see, to do as much as there is in my power to make them all 

comfortable in their dwellings.” He also wrote— “Distressing accounts 

having reached me regarding the spread of the cholera, I was anxious to 

have several houses whitewashed and a number of the streets 

thoroughly cleansed, removing the refuse etc.,” And yet, although as a 

practical man in house repairs, I would whitewash and cleanse the 

whole concern for what it cost him for travel in one day, the manner in 

which the work was shelved passes one’s comprehension. 

Again, I quote from the “Diary”— “I gave first the commission to 

one person, who had done some similar work for me before, but could 

not come to any arrangement with him. I then sent for another, who, I 

thought, would surely be able to undertake the work; but he put himself 

in communication with another party, which I did not desire him to do, 

and I was obliged to give up my original intention.” Why was it? It 
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could not have been that the work was not urgent, for he tells us it was. 

It could not be because the Jewish workmen were lazy, for Sir Moses 

says in his “Diary” that sixpence or a shilling would attract fifty Jews 

anxious to earn such by working. It could not have been through lack of 

competent labour, for Sir Moses testifies to the excellent work being 

done close by in the many colonies, gradually springing up at the hands 

of enterprising Jews. 

No! the reason is manifest: the wealthy Jews—the Montefiores and 

the Rothschilds as a body, hold too tightly their purse strings, in 

relation to “Zionism” in any of its phases. In confirmation of that 

conclusion I would say, look at the appeal made by Sir Moses 

Montefiore, on his return from his last visit to The Holy Land, at the 

hoary age of 92. He asked £100,000 for Jewish Colonisation work; and 

everybody thought he would get it forthwith, and without any trouble. 

Here was the most popular and influential Jew of the century 

making, as it were, a dying appeal; the one who had been the means of 

forcing the Turk to reopen the Holy Land to his race. An appeal, 

moreover, to provide a Fund whereby the poor persecuted Jews would 

be able to go to Palestine and live in peace. But after years of begging, 

the net result was a paltry £10,000—one tenth of what was asked and 

what nobody doubted would be forthcoming for the asking. 

But it was all right! This “Latter Day” pre-adventual return of the 

Jew to his land was not to be the “hop-skip-and-a-jump” work of 

wealthy Jews, but the gradual process of “here a little and there a little,” 

as so vividly pourtrayed in that marvellous vision recorded in Ezekiel 

37. A valley full of dry bones—the bones then becoming possessed of 

sinews—then clothed with flesh, and covered with skin—then animated 

with the breath of life—and, lastly, standing upon their feet—an 

exceeding great army! And is not that, in brief, the story of “Palestine 

Colonisation,” or “Zionism”? or whatever else we may choose to call 

this latter day movement. 

In 1827, only “dry bones”; admittedly so on the evidence of their 

leading organ, The Jewish Chronicle. In 1852, an insignificant line of 

almshouses. And from then a gradual return to life, as was seen from 

what I wrote in my last letter. In 1860, the first Jewish Colony since the 

days of Hadrian. In 1869, three more. In 1872, one. In 1876, one. In 

1879, two. In 1880, one. In 1882, two. In 1884, one. In 1885, three. In 

1887, one. In 1888, one. In 1889, four. In 1890, four. In 1891, five. In 

1892, six. In 1893, two. In 1894, two. In 1895, one. In 1897, one. In 

1902, two. In 1903, two. In 1905, one. In 1906, one. In 1907, two. In 

1908, two. In 1910, four. 

The resurrection and revivifying of the dry bones of the House of 

Israel, upon the mountains of Israel, are still more strikingly manifest 
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when we turn from the dwellings to the people. So far as the city of 

Jerusalem was concerned, we have seen that, even in spite of the 

Porte’s permission to erect almshouses in 1838, not till 1852 could such 

be safely accomplished, and even then it was but a “dry bone” affair; 

whereas now in the vicinity of Jerusalem alone there are at least 65,000 

Jews in a total population of 100,000. In fact according to the evidence 

of Solomon Feingold’s Jerusalem weekly newspaper, The Truth, the 

number of Jews in Jerusalem out of a population of 112,000 is now 

“88,000 of various nationalities,” in either case forming two-thirds of 

the entire population. 

Incidentally I might here mention that a similar headway in Jewish 

colonisation is being made in other cities and districts of Palestine. In 

Jaffa there are more than 10,000 Jews. At Haifa there are not less than 

3,000. At Safed, quite in the heart of the land, there are no less than 

12,500. At Tiberias, on the shores of the lake, out of a total population 

of 8,600, not less than 7,000 are descendants of Abraham. In the Judean 

district, not counting Jaffa and Jerusalem, which are a portion thereof, 

there are some fifteen agricultural colonies with about 15,000 acres of 

land, including Petha Tigwah, with over 2,300 Jewish workers, and 

Rischon le Zion, with its magnificent vineyards, and orange and olive 

groves, worked by over 1,000 Jews. 

I am setting apart a day each for Petha Tigwah and Rischon le Zion 

after we leave Jerusalem, and will let you have all the details in due 

course. In the Samaria district there are no less than ten colonies, with 

40,000 acres of land, including Zichron Jacob, with its 2,400 acres and 

1,100 Jew workers. And in the Galilee district there are twelve 

colonies, including Rosh Pina, with over 800 Jews. 

Who says Palestine Colonisation, or Zionism, is dying, or dead? No 

one who has eyes to see and who has seen what has been seen by 

Your affectionate fellow-worker,                     FRANK G. JANNAWAY 

                                                                          

SABBATH KEEPING 
by a daughter of Sarah. 

When the brethren and sisters of the Lord Jesus come together on 

the first day of the week, it is not to observe the day as a Sabbath, but to 

remember their absent Lord according to his appointment. The keeping 

of a Sabbath day is nowhere enjoined upon them; but on the contrary 

they are counselled by the apostle of the Gentiles to beware of 

observing days.—(Gal. 4:10, 11; Col. 2:16, 17). 
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In writing to the Gentile believers, at Rome, he says, “One man 

esteemeth one day above another; and another esteemeth every day 

alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. He that 

regardeth (margin, observeth) the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and 

he that regardeth not the day to the Lord, he doth not regard it.” From 

this it is evident that the keeping of a Sabbath day is not among the 

things required in obedience to the Gospel of Christ. The apostle gives 

permission to any weak one in the faith, who may entertain a scruple on 

the subject, to observe the day to the Lord; but he is not to judge his 

brethren in the matter, who have no such scruple about any particular 

day; but who regard every day holy to the Lord, having consecrated 

themselves and all they have to his service for ever. 

But there are some who say that part of the law given by or through 

Moses to the children of Israel, viz., the Ten Commandments, remains 

as given, and is to be accepted in its entirety by those who have entered 

into the New Covenant, which was confirmed by a greater than Moses, 

and who is proclaimed to be the end or finishing of the law, and that 

therefore we are bound to keep the fourth as well as the other nine 

commandments. Now it would be a very serious matter, if we should 

discover like king Josiah that we have been neglecting the word of the 

Lord, and leaving such an important duty unfulfilled as the keeping of 

the Sabbath. Let us see under what conditions it was to be kept, and 

what was commanded to be done to those who broke the Sabbath law, 

and then we shall be able to judge and be fully persuaded in our own 

mind whether the ordinance of the Sabbath remains to be observed or is 

among the category of ordinances which were taken out of the way, 

being abolished in him who hath made of Jew and Gentile one new 

man in himself. In Exodus 31:14, we read “Ye shall keep the Sabbath 

therefore for it is holy unto you; every one that defileth it shall surely 

be put to death: for whosoever doeth any work therein, that soul shall 

be cut off from among his people. Six days may work be done; but in 

the seventh is the Sabbath of rest, holy to the Lord; whosoever doeth 

any work in the Sabbath day he shall surely be put to death. Wherefore 

the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath 

throughout their generations for a perpetual covenant.” Here is the 

Sabbath law, and the penalty incurred by anyone who broke it. The 

Children of Israel were commanded to put to death those who broke 

it—(Num. 15:32, 35). If we are under this law we must do the same. 

We dare not pick out (like Saul who was rejected for his disobedience), 

one part, and say “I will keep this part of the commandment, and leave 

out another part of it.” We are either under the law, and bound to keep 

it out and out, or we have been delivered from it, and fulfil the spirit of 

it in the new commandments we have under Christ. 
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Paul terms the law a ministration of death, and so it was, “The soul 

that sinneth it shall die.” Let us take the third commandment: “Thou 

shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain, for the Lord will 

not hold him guiltless that taketh His name in vain.” What was the 

penalty incurred by the breaker of this commandment? “And he that 

blasphemeth the name of the Lord, he shall surely be put to death, and 

all the congregation shall certainly stone him; as well the stranger as he 

that is born in the land, when he blasphemeth the name of the Lord, 

shall be put to death.” If we are under this law we are bound to carry it 

out as God commanded. Take the fifth commandment: “Honour thy 

father and thy mother, that thy days may be long in the land which the 

Lord thy God giveth thee.” The blessing promised to the keeper of this 

commandment must lead to the conclusion that the children of Israel in 

the land promised them, alone, can answer to the people to whom this 

law was given. It cannot apply to the saints at the present time for they 

are not in possession of the land, and therefore cannot remain long in it, 

though obedient. Was there any penalty to be inflicted where this law 

was disobeyed? Yes, “if a man have a stubborn and rebellious son, 

which will not obey the voice of his father, and the voice of his mother, 

and that when they have chastened him, will not hearken unto them. . . . 

And all the men of his city shall stone him with stones, that he die, so 

shall thou put away evil from among you, and all Israel shall hear and 

fear.—(Deut. 21:18, 21). Here is the law of the ten commandments—a 

ministration of death. Are we under it? If we are, we are bound to carry 

it out in every particular. Take the sixth commandment: “Thou shalt not 

kill.” Was there a penalty incurred by the breaker of this law? Yes, “He 

that killeth any man shall be put to death.” Here again is the 

ministration of death.—(Lev. 24:17). The saints are not at liberty to 

carry out this penalty at the present time. Take the seventh 

commandment: “Thou shalt not commit adultery.” Was death the 

penalty of the breach of this commandment? Yes, “The adulterer and 

the adulteress shall surely be put to death.”—(Lev. 20:10). If the ten 

commandments are binding upon us, then we must carry them out to 

the full. The saints are not at liberty to carry out this penalty at present. 

But are they binding upon those who believe and obey the Gospel of 

Christ? No. Though Abraham’s seed, we are delivered from the law by 

Christ, who has redeemed us by his precious blood to himself. We are 

now only under law to him. 

But although not under the law, our lives are in harmony with all its 

requirements, because the love of God and the love of our neighbour is 

the spirit and essence of the law, as enjoined for obedience. We are not 

only delivered from the law, but from its curse. Under the law, death 

was the penalty of its deliberate breach. Under Christ, all manner of sin 
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is forbidden; but all manner of sin shall be forgiven to those who 

confess and forsake it. Under the law, a man was permitted to take 

vengence upon anyone who did him an injury, but under Christ we 

must wait until God avenge us. Under the law, a sinner was to be put to 

death. Under Christ we must wait for him to come and avenge the 

unjust, and transgressors of every sort. We have to bear with them, and 

suffer at their hands; we must not return evil for evil but contrariwise 

blessing, even as Christ our example prayed for his murderers. Under 

the law, the keeping of the Sabbath was to be rewarded by present 

manifold blessings in the land. Under Christ we are waiting for that 

Sabbath keeping which remaineth for the people of God, and which 

was foreshadowed under the law. There we shall rest from our toil and 

sorrow, which has lasted all through the long night of the times of the 

Gentiles. Then shall we rejoice before the Lord when Jerusalem shall 

arise and shine, and when all nations shall flow up to her to learn the 

law of the Lord, that they may walk therein. Then shall the Gentiles be 

under law to Jehovah, and then shall all families of the earth be blest, 

walking in obedience to Him; keeping Sabbaths and new moons, and 

the appointed feasts. Meantime, the brethren and sisters of Christ are 

strangers and pilgrims, seeking to please God by obedience to His 

commandments. These commandments are preserved to us in the 

sayings and writings of Christ and his apostles. If the keeping of the 

Sabbath, and the other nine commandments remained to us for 

observance, surely so momentous a subject would not be left in 

obscurity, especially as a council of the apostles was convened for the 

special purpose of considering whether the Gentiles were to keep the 

law of Moses. Surely this would have been the time to say that the 

Sabbath must be kept and to warn the brethren against neglecting to 

keep the Sabbath day. They did not mention it, nor in any of the letters 

preserved to us do any of the apostles ask the brethren to remember the 

Sabbath Day to keep it holy. Their reasoning and persuasion is all in an 

opposite direction. Christ and his commandments is the burden of their 

teaching. Let us rejoice, brethren and sisters, that Christ has made us 

free, and let us stand fast in that liberty, taking good heed to the law 

which he has given us, which he sums up himself under two heads, 

viz., to love God with all our heart, and to love one another fervently. If 

these dwell in us and abound, we shall neither be barren nor unfruitful 

in the work of the Lord; and may hope for an entrance abundantly into 

the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Let us cease to 

jangle about the law from which Christ has delivered us, and let us 

rather study the things which have been commanded and consider one 

another to provoke unto love and good works. —1879 Christadelphian 



423 —Berean 2016 

 

 

The Perfect Man 
The third question is, how is the Perfect Man, who is to descend 

upon Babylon's powers and populations “as a thief,” to be apocalypsed, 
or brought into existence? By the power of the Eternal Spirit, or Father, 
operating through the Lord Jesus Christ, according to the principles laid 
down in Paul's epistles. With a very few exceptions now existing 
among the living, the future constituents of the Perfect Man are nothing 
but incorporeal dust and ashes — dust without form or body. When 
living in the present state they were men and women, who understood, 
believed, obeyed, and walked, in the Truth, and thereby obtained 
registry in the Lamb's Book of Life (Mal. 3:16,17; Dan. 12:1; Exod. 
32:32,33; Apoc. 20:15).  In the resurrection epoch, dust is formed into 
bodies. They are then “the dead who are in the graves”. The next thing 
is, they are caused “to hear the voice of the Son, who has the life in 
himself”. On hearing this they then “come forth” from the graves by 
the momentum communicated to them by the earth which “casts them 
out”. After this, their consciousness of a previously developed character 
being impressed upon them, the angels employed in the service, gather 
them together from the four winds, from one end of the heaven to the 
other, unto the Lord Jesus Christ; so that, if I have correctly expounded 
the testimony of Moses, David, and Habakkuk, the angels will gather 
them “unto him” in the South — in the wilderness of Sinai. At this 
point the reader will please refer to the following texts (John 5:26-29; 
Isa. 26:19; Matt. 24:31;2Thess. 2:1). 

This coming forth of the future constituents of the Perfect Man from 
the graves, restores them to an equality with the few among the living, 
who may attain perfection with them. In this co-equality they are 
intellectually, morally, and materially alike. That which is out of the 
earthy ek ges, is, and can only be, earthy, choikos. These coequals, who 
have all come from the earth directly or indirectly, are therefore 
“earthy;” and therefore also, until subjected to a further operation of 
Spirit, unfit to enter the kingdom of the Deity. 

Furthermore, the grave is regarded in the Divine law as an unclean 
place, and defiling. Under Moses' law, if a man touched a grave, or a 
bone, or a corpse, he contracted a defilement, from which he could not 
be cleansed under a week. This was styled “filth of the flesh” (1 Pet. 
3:21) and typified the real nature of all bodies coming forth from the 
grave. The “flesh” of these is that peculiar constitution of their 
substance which forms its earthiness. The subject of such a nature, 
however excellent a character he may be, or may have been, is 
materially defiled, or unclean. Therefore, nothing born of a woman is 
clean, even though it have been begotten in her substance by the power 
of the Spirit (Job 14:4; 25:4). Now, this is a principle of the knowledge 
revealed to us, and is of universal application. It obtains in relation to 
Jesus himself. In Gal. 4:4, Paul says, the Son of the Deity sent forth, 
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“was made of a woman, made under the law”. The body so made and 
born was therefore unclean materially and Mosaically; and could no 
more “enter heaven itself to appear in the presence of Deity for us” 
(Heb. 9:24) in that nature, than that flesh and blood should inherit his 
kingdom (1 Cor. 15:50). Would any one intelligent in the Word affirm 
that an unclean body, made yet more unclean by becoming a corpse, 
and therefore defiling to every one who touched it, becomes clean by 
being put into an unclean place, and lying there for three days, less or 
more? Would the simple fact of that corpse coming to life in a tomb 
which its presence had Mosaically defiled, and walking out of it, make 
it a clean body, or nature? If it be replied that it would, why then was 
not Lazarus, whom Jesus raised, clean of nature? If it be replied, “he 
was”; then Jesus was not the “first out of a resurrection of dead ones” 
(Acts 26:23). 

But, passing through the grave cleanses no one. They who emerge 
thence, “come forth” with the same nature they carried into it; and 
therefore their coming forth is Resurrection. If the same kind of body 
did not come forth that was buried, it would not be Resurrection, but 
only surrection, as in the case of the first man. Jesus “rose AGAIN” (1 
Cor. 15:4); his coming forth was therefore resurrection. He rose again 
the same Jesus that was buried, only that instead of being dead, he was 
alive again. He was buried under the curse of the law, which “made 
him a curse for” our benefit (Gal. 3:13): he came forth while that same 
law was in force and operation. His coming forth upon the arena of his 
execution did not relieve him from the curse of that law, which 
sentenced him to continuous and everlasting death; so that, if they 
could have recaptured him, the Mosaic authorities would doubtless 
have returned him into death. That law regarded him as dead, and its 
authorities refused credence to the report, that he had come to life. 
After he had come forth he saw Mary, a Jewess, who mistook him for 
the gardener, so like other men did he appear. Having convinced her of 
her error, he checked the impulse of her affection by saying to her, 
“Touch me not!” It was defiling for Jews to touch a thing declared to be 
unclean by the law. Any thing from the grave was enacted to be 
unclean, in reference to him who should come out of the tomb, until 
that he should be 'revived” (Rom. 14:9) or “made a quickening spirit” 
(1 Cor. 15:45). Christ was “the end of the law,” the substance or body 
of the shadow (Rom. 10:4; Col. 2:17); its lines concentred in the things 
pertaining to his body. The interdict forbidding it to be touched was 
indicative of its not then having been changed into spirit; and that it 
was still earthy and inferior to the substance of the Father. He gave the 
reason why he forbade his body to be touched; “for,” he said, “I have 
not yet ascended to my Father”. No one might touch him until that 
ascent had taken place. It did not occur till after Mary left him; but it 
had doubtless taken place before his walk with Cleopas and another to 
Emmaus; for they appear to have travelled very sociably together. The 
swallowing up of every particle of the earthiness of an earthy body, is 
an instantaneous operation; the work of “a moment, or the twinkling of 
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an eye” (1 Cor. 15:51,52). It was one of the events that transpired in 
relation to Jesus on the third day. He “rose and revived” on the third 
day (Rom. 14:9). He not only rose on the third day, but he revived on 
the same day. Rising is one thing, reviving is another; and two different 
words are used by the apostle to express the different ideas. The Father 
who is Spirit, had “forsaken” Jesus upon the cross, and left him to die 
there. Having become a corpse and been laid in a tomb, that corpse was 
like all other corpses, utterly without intelligence and power; for “the 
dead know not anything” (Ecc. 9:5,10); and “the Lord (YAHWEH) is 
not the Deity (AIL, or Power) of dead, but of living ones, for they all 
live by him” (Luke 20:38). When this corpse, named Jesus, opened its 
eyes, stood upon its feet and came forth from the tomb, it “rose”. At 
this point of time it was neither Lord nor Christ. 

The Father, who had forsaken him and left him to die, had not yet 
returned to him; for if he had returned to the corpse while in the tomb 
in causing it to stand and walk, that risen body after coming forth 
would not have said, “I have not yet ascended to my Father”. This was 
equivalent to saying, I am an earthy, or natural, body just come forth 
from the unclean place; and have not yet been “made perfect,” 
“justified by the spirit,” or “made a quickening spirit”. The Father hath 
not yet clothed me with my house which is from heaven; so that that 
which constitutes me earthy and mortal is not yet “swallowed up of 
life;” therefore, “Touch me not” until I have been “constituted Son of 
Deity in power, through Spirit of holiness, out of a resurrection of dead 
ones” (Rom. 1:4). I am now simply Jesus born of the tomb, “of the 
earth earthy;” but when my earthiness of body is instantaneously 
“swallowed up of life,” I shall be Spirit; I shall be of equal and identical 
substance with the Father; and by this anointing, I shall become Christ, 
or the Anointed One, and “the Lord from heaven” (1 Cor. 15:47). 

This anointing with Spirit and Power was the revival in a greater 
degree of the former relations subsisting between the Father and the 
Son. He had been “anointed with holy spirit and power” after he had 
been born of water. This did not change his body into Spirit; it only 
invested the body born of unclean flesh, or “made of a woman,” with 
the wisdom and power of the Father in heaven, who discoursed and 
worked through it (John 5:19,30; 6:38,63; 8:42,58; 10:30; 14:10,28). 
But when the body was anointed again with holy spirit and power, or 
“spirit of holiness,” after it was born of the second unclean place, the 
tomb, it was not only endued and embued with wisdom and power as 
before, but it was itself transformed into an embodiment of eternal 
power, in which there is no weakness, or corruption, or principle of 
death at all. It was then “revived,” anezese, as well as risen again, 
aneste. It became “the body of his glory,” soma tes doxes autou (Phil. 
3:21), “raised in glory” from the earthy body which is “without honor,” 
en atimia (1 Cor. 15:43); and forty days after, “taken up in glory” (1 
Tim. 3:16).     

Bro. John Thomas—Eureka vol. 5 page  239 Logos edition 
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Hints for Bible Markers 
The Psalms 

Psalm 6 

Psalm 6:6 
I am weary with my groaning; all the night make I my bed to 

swim; I water my couch with my tears. 

Here in this verse we have the very heart of the Psalm. 

We get a strong sense of the abundance of Christ’s grief. He 

flooded his bed with tears. We can perceive the deep mental 

anguish of heart truly humbled, a broken and contrite spirit, sent 

to awaken the mind of man to the mind of the Deity and 

subjugate corruption. 

There is no greater contrast than what is shown in the 

Bible concerning man and his own delirious thoughts about 

himself. Man thinks of life as good, and trouble but an accident. 

The Bible exhibits life as evil, and man born to trouble. As the 

scriptures teach, to those who listen, throughout the night 

weeping endures but joy will come in the morning. “For his 

anger endureth but a moment; in his favor is life: weeping may 

endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.” (Psalms 30:5) 

Psalm 6:7 
Mine eye is consumed because of grief; it waxeth old because of 

all mine enemies. 

One of the beautiful aspects of this Psalm is we can see 

and feel David's grief because he wrote it. And likewise we can 

see and feel Christ's grief because the spirit, by way of the 

apostles, tells us the psalms portray him. But we should also 

realize it portrays the collective Christ of which Jesus is the head. 

Abraham's seed, the friends of God, are the body. To be 

reminded, “man is born to trouble,” indeed, he is permitted to 

come into deep trouble as part of his purification process. In the 

fifth chapter of Matthew, Christ pronounces certain people 

blessed. “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be 

comforted.” (Matthew 5:3-4). Those who make up the 

multitudinous Christ may not have Christ's total understanding of 

man's evil nature and the grief that it brings, but we are permitted 

to receive comfort through the knowledge that the Lamb of God 

recognizes and understands our nature, trials, and afflictions. 
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