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Ecclesial News 
HOUSTON, Texas 

It is with a sad heart that I write to inform you that I received a letter 
of withdrawal from Sis. Beth Lorquet.  Below, in part, is an email 
received from Sis. Beth last month. 
“Dear Bro Mark, 

 Loving greetings in the Truth we share. I regret to inform you that I 
will no longer be able to remain in fellowship due to some very 
disturbing behavior that I recently experienced. I was under the 
impression that we were all of one, sound mind in regards to keeping 
the Commandments. Apparently, this is not true.” 

      (other correspondence removed) 
 “The love of the brethren has waxed cold and the Spirit of Christ 

has left us if we think that this behavior is appropriate behavior for any 
member of the Body of Christ. This is not the Truth that I agreed to 
uphold at my baptism in any way, shape or form. I hereby withdraw my 
fellowship effective immediately.” 

  After this period of time, Bro. Bob indicated that it is best to send 
correspondence to him concerning her withdrawal of fellowship. 

 We continue to pray that she will decide to return to fellowship 
before the return of our Master. 
Much love to all in the brotherhood,   
Bro. Mark Dylla,  
Recorder, Houston 
 
 

BOSTON, Mass. 

Dear brethren and sisters, Greetings in Christ. 
 We have completed another joyous and uplifting weekend here in 

Boston which commenced on Friday evening, February 17, 2017. 
Maria Bilello (Bro. Len Naglieri’s sister) witnessed a good confession 
of her faith in the things concerning the kingdom of God and the Name 
of Jesus Christ and was baptized into his saving name that evening.  On 
Saturday we heard talks on the trials of faithful men of the Bible.  
Joseph, Job, Daniel and Paul were the focus subjects, which were 
followed by fellowship and meals together, sledding and strolls on the 
beach.  Yes, it is February in Boston but it was nice and warm this 
time.  On Sunday we had two guest speakers; Bro. Patterson from 
Lampasas addressed the Sunday School on enduring trials and then 
Bro. L. Naglieri gave us the exhortation on the trials of Christ as he 
focused our minds on the emblems. 

If any would like to contact our new sister she can be reached at: 

Maria Bilello 
25 Roosevelt Ave. 
Sayville, NY 11782 
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KIMUKUNG’I, Kenya 

Dear brethren,  

It is a pleasure to report the baptism of IRENE AWUOR from 

Rongo, South Nyanza on Sunday, March 12th, 2017 at the Khalaba 

river, Bungoma. 

She was instructed by Bro. Evans Ooko Odira of Kimukung'i 

ecclesia.  

She comes from an area near Kericho where we have pending cases 
of baptism and fellowship. 

Sis. Irene can be reached on: + 254 714 08 58 59 or 

Email: ireneawuor32@gmail.com 

Bro. Epa Wekati 

 

GATHERINGS & ACTIVITIES 
(To be held Yahweh Willing) 

LAMPASAS FRATERNAL GATHERING.….….………..……..June 9–11, 2017 
Bro. Ricky Hurst, PO Box 1381, Goldthwaite TX 76844,    325-451-4075 
RICHARD FRATERNAL GATHERING............................June 30–July 3, 2017 
Sis. Christine Jones, RR1, Richard, Sk, S0M2P0, Can. Sc.jones@sasktel.net 1-306-246-4468 
HYE FRATERNAL GATHERING…….….…………….…....…...July 23-30, 2017 
Bro. Mark Braune, 209 Ranger Dr, Buda TX, 78610 512-577-1119, 
markbraune@gmail.com, Study on Ezekiel 25-48 
BOSTON FRATERNAL GATHERING.......................................Oct 28-29, 2017 
Bro. Jim Sommerville, jsommer393@msn.com   

 

The Words of Eternal Life 

“It is required in stewards that a man be found faithful” 

1 Corinthians 4:2 

It is often the simplest lessons that are the hardest to learn, because 

they cut so deeply into our lives. They cut deeply into, and uproot, the 
basic principles that the world operates upon, and regards as 

fundamental wisdom. 

The teaching of Jesus was addressed to the task of breaking into this 
taken-for-granted and almost impervious bottom layer of false human 

wisdom, and completely clearing the ground so that a unique and 

different kind of life, based entirely on spiritual principles, might be 
developed in men for God's eternal use and pleasure. 

The actual, recorded words of Jesus are comparatively few. 

Therefore their individual importance is great, for in this brief body of 

teaching alone lies life. 

mailto:ireneawuor32@gmail.com
mailto:Sc.jones@sasktel.net
tel:(306)%20246-4468
tel:512-577-1119
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“The words that I speak unto you, they are Spirit and they are life” 

(John 6:63). 

Let us not be misled by the apparent simplicity of Jesus' words. 

They will be found to be the deepest, most piercing, and most 

revolutionary words ever spoken. Once they come into a man's life, and 

begin to actually take hold upon it, they will gradually rob him of 
everything that the world regards as desirable and worthwhile, but as 

they clear away the empty, worldly things they will fill his life with 

satisfactions infinitely more desirable. 

It is only those, says Jesus, who lose their lives that truly find 

life. The life of Jesus cannot be veneered on to the surface of a 

prosperous, worldly life. It must be a fresh, new creation. New wine 
cannot be put into old bottles, nor can new patches be put on old 

wornout garments. 

The words of Jesus before us (Matt. 25) are the parable of the 

virgins, the parable of the talents, and a description of the day of 
judgment. Let us weigh every word with the greatest care, and absorb 

into our lives the life-giving lessons they contain. 

Upon these words our eternal destiny depends. 

These three incidents teach 3 related but differing lessons. Simply 

interpreted, the parable of the virgins declares that to be accepted, we 

must have a constantly-maintained supply of the Spirit of God in our 
lives, thoughts and actions. We must have a spiritual reservoir, so that 

our lives will continually give forth a pure, steady, godly light. 

The parable of the talents declares that all man's possessions and 

abilities are the property of God; that they must be used faithfully in 
God's service; and that a strict accounting of them will be required 

when life is done. 

The judgment scene teaches that unless our life is dedicated to the 
benefit of others rather than our own advantage and interests, we shall 

be rejected at the final day. 

Let us then consider these vital words of life more particularly. And 

let us not regard this consideration as an interesting diversion or a 
pleasant spiritual relaxation. That is the complacent spirit in which 

Christendom settles into their cool and comfortable pews to have their 

ears gently tickled. Properly comprehending these teachings is a 
matter of life and death. 

“Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened to 10 virgins.
”
 

When? Then, in that day described in the last two verses of the 
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previous chapter. Then the importance and meaning of these words of 

life will be clear to the dullest perception. 

They all took their lamps; they all went forth to meet the 

Bridegroom. There is clearly therefore no saving virtue in this alone. 

They saw a good thing and they wanted to share in its advantages. They 

joined themselves to the bridal party, and complied with all the 
external requirements. 

The foolish ones may have wondered in a light, passing way what 

the heavy, extra vessel was with which some of the virgins were 
burdening themselves; or they may have smiled knowingly to 

themselves that these other fearful ones seemed so absurdly concerned 

to carry along such a huge, unnecessary supply of oil; or they may have 
been annoyed by the thought that the others were trying to make them 

look careless and unprepared; or they may not have noticed at all. All 

such viewpoints exist. 

“Five of them were wise, and five were foolish” (v. 2). 

Jesus never minimizes the seriousness of the issues involved. The 

reverse side of the picture is always clearly and prominently presented. 

There is no blurring of the edges to make it less painful and upsetting to 
the fleshly mind. 

To the foolish virgins the brief message was, “ I  know you not.” 

That was all. Just that — and a closed door. No second chance — no 
heed to tearful and doubtless very sincere repentance and intensive 

resolve to do better. The time had passed for that. Where is the loving 

and gentle Jesus, who desires all to be saved, and who came to patiently 

seek out the lost? That Jesus is calling now, urging and pleading for 
adult, mature wisdom and work instead of childish foolishness. Could 

he do more than lay down his life in intense suffering to emphasize the 

vital seriousness of the words he said? 

To the lazy, self-pleasing servant the verdict was, “Take everything 

he has from him, and cast him out.” Where is the kind and 

compassionate Savior of men? Who is this dreadful, pitiless figure who 

casts out his professed and pleading servants? 

“Thou knewest that I was an austere man” (Luke 19:22). 

Austere to whom? Those to whom he says, “Come, ye blessed of 

my Father” — will they regard him as austere — cold, distant, 
unfriendly, implacable in anger?  Not at all. His appearance of austerity 

will depend entirely upon the record of the individual who faces him. 
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And to those in the last scene who claimed to be his servants, and 

who had selfishly sought all his benefits, without giving their lives to 
help his cause and his brethren, come the most terrible words of all 

“Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting (aionian) fire.” 

No, Jesus did not at all minimize the seriousness of the issue. This 

heart-piercing teaching of Jesus created two classes among his hearers, 
just as he intended. There were those that said, “These are hard 

sayings; how severe, how discouraging!”—and they walked no longer 

with him. Where did they go? Did they find something better or more 
satisfying?—an easier way to life? 

That was the majority—and Jesus let them go. He made no effort to 

persuade them to stay. He had shown them the power of God, and the 
way of life—and it annoyed them to consider the change and effort it 

involved. He had revealed to them eternity—and it was too big for 

them. They preferred to slip back into the easy darkness. And he let 

them go. 

But there was another class. Very few; just a handful. Consider their 

answer when he turned and put the choice to them: 

“Where SHALL we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life.” 

This was the way of life, and there was no other. So they gave their 

whole heart and soul to laying hold of it, and did not complain about 

its hardness, or about “discouragement.” 

The cost of the Pearl of Great Price was “all that he had” (Matt. 

13:46). There are two classes of people illustrated by these parables. 

There are those who are anxious to pay the price and wish they could 

give more; and there are those who be-grudge it and would like to get it 
cheaper. 

“Five of them were wise, and five were foolish.” 

He does not say “good” and “bad,” but “wise” and “foolish.” The 
Spirit through Solomon says 

“Forsake the foolish, and live. If thou be wise, thou shalt be wise for 

thyself: but if thou scornest, thou alone shalt bear it” (Prov. 9:6, 12). 

God ceaselessly urges men to wake up and look at the real facts of 
life. Foolishness simply injures the doer of it, and benefits no one. 

The course of life He prescribes is the course of wisdom and peace. But 

they stare emptily at Him and continue in their childish amusements. 
Does not this show that natural man is the most foolish of all the animal 

creation? 
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The Scriptures tell us that many creatures—the ox, the ass, the ant, 

spider, coney, locust—all are wiser than man. 

“The ox knoweth his owner”— man knows not his Maker. 

“The ass knoweth his master's crib,” but man does not recognize 

the Source of all his benefits. 

“Go to the ant,” says Solomon, “Consider her ways, and be wise.” 
The ants take advantage of a time of opportunity, and prepare for the 

future. But man—busy about passing things—fails to store up the one 

thing that will be any good to him when the Bridegroom comes—the 
spiritual oil in his vessel. 

“The conies make their houses in the rocks,” but man prefers to 

build his vast edifices on the shifting sand. 

“The locusts go forth all of them by bands.” United and irresistible, 

nothing can stop the locusts or turn them from their purpose. But how 

few men display these characteristics in the pursuit of eternal life—the 

highest possible purpose! 

“The spider taketh hold with her hands, and is in kings' palaces.” 

The patient, tireless, spinning industry of the spider. But how few men 

really and earnestly take hold with their hands, and how few will ever 
attain to the King's palaces! 

Of these four weak creatures, Solomon declares, “They are 

exceedingly wise.” They represent in Solomon's allegory the wise 
virgins, the ones who at present store in their lives and minds the divine 

treasures of spiritual wisdom which will cause their lamps to shine 

forth brightly in the day of judgment, 

“For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, 
who called his own servants and delivered unto them his goods” (v. 

14). 

The heart of this parable lies in those last two words—HIS goods. If 
we grasp the depth of the significance of that expression, and apply it to 

our lives, we have gained the life-giving wisdom that the parable 

teaches. 

We are “his servants” and all things we possess are “his goods.” He 
has a great purpose in hand, and “his servants” are directed to use “his 

goods” exclusively for that purpose. 

There are several instructive lessons in these particular “words of 
eternal life.” First, pride and self-esteem are completely ruled out as 

foolish ignorance. As Paul says 
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“What hast thou that thou didst not receive? Why dost thou glory, as 

if thou hadst not received it?” (I Cor. 4:7). 

If to glorify ourselves on account of what we have been given is 

foolish, what shall we say of glorifying ourselves on account of sinful 

misuse of those things? If we use God-bestowed talents and abilities for 

our own personal comfort and advantage, what will the Lord of those 
servants say to us when he comes for the reckoning? Jesus says (Luke 

16:11) 

“If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, 
who will commit to your trust the true riches?” 

Let us ever remember those two vital expressions: “his servants—

his goods.” Paul says (1 Cor. 4:2) 

“It is required in stewards that a man be found faithful.” 

That is the first, essential quality that is required in those entrusted with 

the goods of another—a rigid faithfulness to resist the temptation to 

minister to personal desire and gratification, and to see that all the 
entrusted goods are used for the master's purpose. 

“After a long time the lord of those servants cometh and reckoneth 

with them” (v. 19). 

All activity must have some incentive. The secret of getting 

anything done is to create the incentive. The incentive in spiritual 

things lies in a strong, ever-present perception of the reality of the 
future. Of Jesus it is recorded (Heb. 12:2) 

“For the joy set before him he endured the cross, despising the 

shame.” 

That was his incentive—his driving force. His teaching is largely 
concerned with creating an incentive in men to follow the course of 

divine wisdom; impressing them with how much is to be gained by 

following the right course—how much to be lost by following the 
wrong—how much more desirable is the beauty of holiness than the 

ugliness of the natural mind. 

The time of reckoning is bound to come. It will either be a glad 

opportunity to lay before the Master the fruits of a life of loving labor, 
or else it will be a time of intense remorse and regret for past neglect 

and foolishness. Jesus is trying in these parables to get men to think 

about that time, and get ready for it. His words are hard words—
certainly they are hard words! Would it be kind for him to give smooth 

and comfortable words, when only hard and clear words truly and fairly 

reveal the facts that must someday be faced by all? 
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The unfaithful servant is called for his account. His first words are, 

“ I  knew thou art a hard man.” He is obsessed with this idea of 
“hardness.” He has no real love or enthusiasm for his master's work. 

He resents being told what he must do, or having his pleasure interfered 

with. He did not realize that the master was concerned solely with the 

servants' own welfare, and was just testing them as a basis for future 
gifts and honor. 

“Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom”… “Depart, ye 

cursed, into everlasting fire” (vs. 34 & 41). 

There are the two sides of the picture. Some brethren and sisters will 

hear one, and some the other. This is a terrible reality, and we should 

live constantly in the shadow of it. There is no need for anyone to hear 
the latter message. That is the great pity of it. God desires that none 

should be rejected. This part of the picture is so utterly unnecessary and 

avoidable. These words of Jesus are words of life—to some, the wise. 

What constitutes the difference between the two classes in this 
scene? It is this. One group fed, clothed and visited Christ's suffering 

brethren; the other did not. These are simple words, but let us not be 

deceived—they go right to the roots of life. They do not mean just 
making a pleasant hobby of a few visits and acts of charity. They refer 

to a basic, consistent, full-time course of life—a course that is related to 

the storing up of the spirit oil and the faithful use of the master's talents. 

The natural man serves himself. His basic law is to do well by 

himself. He is primarily concerned with his own welfare and security. 

His labors are directed toward the gratification of his lusts, greed and 

pride. This is not only regarded as legitimate and commendable, but it 
is taken for granted as a first principle of life. The natural man is self-

centered. With the spiritual man, God is the center, and his own present 

advantage or profit is incidental. 

The natural man is wrapped up in his own interests; the spiritual 

man is wholly absorbed with the things that God is doing. He is so 

obsessed with the glories of the future, so anxious to learn all about 

God's ways and be useful in the working out of them, that passing 
things hold little interest for him. 

These are the two classes Jesus is speaking of. The accepted are 

surprised at his warm words of commendation, for they are painfully 
aware of how little they have actually done. The others are terribly 

surprised at their rejection. They had been so wrapped up in their own 

perfectly legitimate interests and activities that they had never stopped 
to think about the possible application of this parable to themselves. 

They were “in the Truth,” they attended the meetings, they knew the 
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sick were being visited fairly regularly and they even occasionally 

visited them themselves. And not only that, but out of their comfort-
able surplus they had given the Master back what they considered was a 

very generous percentage of his own talent! 

Let us remember that it was just two days before his crucifixion that 

Jesus spoke these solemn words of life. He had said, 

“Whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose 

his life for my sake shall find it” (Matt. 16:25). 

The power of Christ's words lies in the life—and the death—by 
which he illustrated them. That life and death we meet each week to 

remember. The purpose of this institution is to remind us of the 

tremendous sacrifice he made for the sake of the things he believed and 
taught. 

Having, by his own life, put the divine and more excellent way into 

perfect practice, he gave that life to lay a basis for the acceptance of 

those few among men who should faithfully follow in his steps. 

Let us store up in our hearts his words of life about the foolish 

virgins, the unfaithfully-handled talent, and the rejected brethren and 

sisters at the judgment seat.                                    —Bro. G.V.Growcott 

 

The Christadelphian Landmark 

While perusing the Christadelphian Treasury, I came upon two 
paragraphs that arrested my attention: 

First, “The spirit of compromise is abroad; it threatens the 

brotherhood. Let us face it in the spirit which animated the worthy 

Christadelphians of the past. To help us to this end is the immediate 
purpose of this book; it summarizes Christadelphian teaching on the 

fundamental questions of doctrine and practice from the days of Dr. 

Thomas and Bro. R. Roberts to our own days. It reflects the minds of 
men who, where the Truth is concerned, refused to compromise. 

Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have 

been taught.” 

Second, “Warning, counsel, exhortation and comfort; and at such a 
time with Christ at the door! With what urgency should such words be 

charged! Warning against unfaithfulness; counsel to steadfastness; and 

diligence in our profession of godliness. ‘Let us abide by the old 
landmark’—the Bible, inspired and infallible, as the basis of our belief 

and the ground of our confidence. At our peril we depart from this 
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standard. More than ever we need to advocate the supremacy of the 

Bible, both in theory and practice.” 

As the children of Israel left Egypt, we see a mixed multitude of 

about 600,000 men beside women and children, who were commanded 

to leave Egypt and go into a land that they did not know. They would 

have been hopelessly lost had God not provided a landmark for them. 
Ex. 13:21-22—”And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a 

cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give 

them light; to go by day and night: He took not away the pillar of the 
cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the people.” 

Ex. 40:38—”For the cloud of the LORD was upon the tabernacle by 

day, and fire was on it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, 
throughout all their journeys.” 

Now in 1 Cor. 10, Paul rehearses some of the events in their 

journeyings, saying that all these things happened unto them for types, 

and they are written for our admonition. In Rom. 15 he says they were 
written for our learning.  

Realizing this, we go back and consider one of the types. Ex. 14:19-

20—”And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, 
removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from 

before their face, and stood behind them: And it came between the 

camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and it was a cloud and 
darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these: so that the one 

came not near the other all the night.” 

There was only one cloud yet it was light to the Children of Israel 

but darkness to the Egyptians. That might seem strange to some yet is it 
not also a fact with our landmark, the Bible. Is it not a great light to us 

and is it not darkness to unbelievers? It is the same book, but light to 

one and darkness to the other. 

Today we are to consider the light side for to us the darkness is past. 

We have embarked upon a journey from Egyptian darkness to a land 

that floweth with milk and honey. 

At first everything was beautiful, but by and by storms came up and 
the waves began to roar, some cried out that we were lost but others 

said no we have the Bible, our landmark, before us. It is inspired and 

infallible. It is the basis of our belief and the ground of our confidence. 
If we depart from it, we will be lost but if we abide by out landmark, 

we will reach our objective and be saved. 

In writing to the Corinthian brethren, Paul exhorted them to be 
followers of him even as he also was of Christ.  
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Now let us see what Paul and Peter thought of the Bible. In Acts 

20:17-35, Paul gives a charge to the brethren at Ephesus and verse 32, 
he says—”And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word 

of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an 

inheritance among all them which are sanctified.” 

And again in his 2
nd

 letter to Timothy in 3:14-17—”But continue 
thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, 

knowing of whom thou hast learned them; And that from a child thou 

hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given 

by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” 

Also in 2 Peter 1:20-21—”Knowing this first, that no prophecy of 

the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came 

not in old time by the will of man; but holy men of God spake as they 
were move by the Holy Spirit.” 

Let us turn to the Master and see what he thinks of the Bible. Let us 

see what use he made of it, and how he appealed to it and what the 
smallest details were in his eyes. In Matt. Jesus quotes the Bible 36 

times. Follow him from childhood and see with what serious and tender 

respect he holds the scriptures. Notice also how he receives the whole 
of it without question.  

The modern man doubts a lot of it and questions here and there, and 

even many who call themselves Christadelphian do so. 

Not so Jesus. It mattered not to him whether it was Moses, the 
Prophets or the Psalms, he always quoted them with the same authority, 

aligning every argument with the words, “It is written.”  

Take him at the age of 12 years, in Luke 2:46-47—”And it came to 
pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the 

midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions. 

And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and 

answers.” 

Look at him in the beginning of his ministry. In Matt. 4, he is filled 

with the Spirit and was led into the wilderness to be tempted. Three 

times he is tried and three times he repels the tempter by quotations 
from the book of Deuteronomy. Think of it, Brothers and Sisters, the 

Son of God defending himself by the holy oracles, and such brief 

quotation too. Such a lesson for us! The whole reply and defense is this, 
“It is written. . . “ 
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We turn to Luke again and we find Jesus as was his custom in the 

synagogue on the Sabbath Day. Luke 4:16-21—”And he came to 
Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he 

went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up for to read. 

And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And 

when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to 

preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the 

brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised. To preach the 

acceptable year of the Lord. And he closed the book, and he gave it 

again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were 
in the synagogue were fastened on him. And he began to say unto them, 

This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.” 

Listen also to his reply to the Sadducees who denied the 

resurrection, Matt. 22:29-33—”Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye 
do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God. For in the 

resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as 

the angels of God in heaven. But as touching the resurrection of the 
dead, have ye not read that which was spoken unto you by God, saying, 

I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? 

God is not the God of the dead, but of the living. And when the 
multitude heard this, they were astonished at his doctrine.”  

Notice also how Jesus confounds the Pharisees by quotation from 

the Psalms, Matt. 22:41-46—”While the Pharisees were gathered 

together, Jesus asked them, Saying, What think ye of Christ? whose son 
is he? They say unto him, The son of David. He saith unto them, How 

then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying, The LORD said unto 

my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy 
footstool? If David then call him Lord, how is he his son? And no man 

was able to answer him a word, neither durst any man from that day 

forth ask him any more questions.” 

Again, hear how he answers them in Matt. 19:4-6—”And he 
answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made 

them at the beginning made them male and female, And said, for this 

cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to this 
wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no more 

twain, but one flesh, What therefore God hath joined together, let not 

man put asunder.” 

So much for the days of his ministry, and now we find him crucified 

and laid in the tomb, but the tomb cannot hold him and he arises to a 

newness of life. He becomes immortal. Now how does he speak? Why 
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again he quotes from the Scripture. See him, Brothers and Sisters as he 

appears to two of the disciples on their way to Emmaus, Luke 24:13—
”And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called 

Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs. And 

they talked together of all these things which had happened. And it 

came to pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus 
himself drew near, and went with them.”  

They did not know him, believing him to be dead and their hopes 

were now shattered. Here again we find him quoting and expounding 
the Scriptures, verses 25-27—”Then he said unto them, O fools, and 

slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: Ought not 

Christ to have suffered these things, and to have entered into his glory? 
And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them 

in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.”  

Notice the words of the disciples in verse 32, “And they said one to 

another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by 
the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?” 

And now before we leave this part of our subject, we want you to 

hear two declarations from the mouth of Jesus concerning the 
Scriptures. Luke 16:17—”And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, 

than one tittle of the law to fail.” John 10:35—”If he called them gods, 

unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be 
broken.” 

Now why should Jesus think so much of the Scripture? For no other 

reason than this—that it is the Word of God. The Father, Himself, 

declared through David in Psalm 38:2, “That he had magnified His 
word above all His Name.” 

Brothers and Sisters, we need no further testimony. The example of 

Jesus has settled the question for us. Therefore, let us abide by the old 
landmark, the Bible, wholly inspired and infallible, as the basis of our 

belief and the ground of our confidence. If we depart from this standard 

we imperil our salvation. 

In all our trying times through which we are passing, it speaks to us 
words that “increase our faith” and strengthen our hope and put a song 

in our mouth— “The Lord is my helper, and I go in my way in the 

strength of the Lord.” 

Do we realize our calling? A people separated unto God—a chosen 

generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people, that we 

should show forth the praises of God in the earth. 
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Oh! What an honor! What a responsibility! Are we walking worthy 

of God? Or, is the Truth evil spoken of on our account? Let us all stand 
as one, true to our motto—the Bible True, wholly inspired and 

infallible. 

For, “to this man will I look,” saith the Lord, “Even to him that is 

poor and of a contrite spirit and trembleth at my word” (Isa. 66:2). 

Therefore let us keep the feast, “not with the old leaven of malice 

and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” 

For every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, we show forth, 
we publish, yea we proclaim, the Lord’s death till he comes. 

Let us go on to perfection. Do not let us stand still. We are the 

children of God. Therefore let us lay aside every weight and let us run 
with patience. 

Let us ask each other now how we are progressing in the Truth. Are 

we toddling when we ought to be walking? Are we prattling when we 

ought to be speaking, and are we learning when we ought to be 
teaching? 

Surely, Brothers and Sisters, these are questions that should stir us 

up in these evil days and make us realize that we must strive, yea, even 
agonize to enter into that rest for the people of God by vigorously 

cooperating for the faith of the Gospel. 

                         —Bro. George A. Gibson 

 

Behold I Come as a Thief 

Our particular subject is taken from Revelation 16: 15 “Behold I 
come as a thief.” 

What does Christ mean by that statement — and what impact (if 
any) does it have owned us? 

In another place in scripture (1Thess. 5:2&3) the Apostle Paul uses 
the same language in describing the Lord’s return. — “But of the times 
and seasons brethren ye have no need that I write unto you. For 
yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief 
in the night.” 

Brother Roberts’ exhortation” As a thief in the night” explains 
clearly the meaning of this thief like advent. 

“The consolation was that the dead would lose nothing by falling 
asleep, but on the contrary, they would be the first to be regarded by the  
Lord at his coming, when together with the living, they would be 
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glorified at his presence “wherefore” says he, “comfort one another 
with these words.”  —  But the question of the TIME of this glorious 
release naturally came up; —  as if the brethren have said  “we rejoice 
in the consolation — but when will it come?” — Paul’s answer is this: 

“But of the Times and seasons you have no need that I should write 
unto you.” — this was the same sense expressed by Christ himself  
when, on the same subject, He said to the apostles, — “It is not for you 
to know the times and seasons which the Father hath put in his own 
power.” (Acts 1:7).  It would have been worse for them to know. It 
would have been worse than no use. It would have burdened and 
discouraged them (at that time) to know that nearly two thousand years 
lay between them and the glory to be revealed. 

However, the reasons Paul gives for there being no need that he 
should write unto them on the times and seasons was entirely different.  
His reason was that they should have a certain amount of knowledge 
about that point. “YOURSELVES KNOW PERFECTLY that the day 
of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.  For when they shall say 
peace and safety, then sudden destruction, cometh upon them as travail 
upon a woman with child and they shall not escape.” —  That is, when 
the time should arrive for the coming of this day of the Lord, which 
would be characterized by the resurrection of the dead, as well as 
judgment upon the ungodly,  — that it would come unexpectedly;  it 
would come as a thief comes — the very phrase used by Jesus himself 
concerning His coming under the sixth vial:  “behold I come as a thief” 
(Revelations 16:15)  — To use another expression of His in Luke 21:35   
“As a snare, it would come”. A creature taken in a snare is taken 
unexpectedly: — it is unaware of the existence of a snare just moments 
before it is caught. — One moment it is free, thinking only of food;   
The next second, it is in a trap, from which there is no escape.  The idea 
of an unlooked for suddenness is, therefore associated with the arrival 
of the day of God. — The same idea is conveyed by the phrase “a 
thief” — The thief steals into the house without notice. —  Nothing is 
further from the minds of the occupants.  If they had any idea of a visit 
from a thief, they would have stayed up and watched and would not 
have allowed their house to be broken into. But any sign of his 
approach is the last thing a thief wants known. 

But upon whom is it that the Lord so comes as a thief in the night? 
— is it upon the brethren of Christ? — By no means. —   They are 
those of whom Jesus, in connection with the very subject of his thief-
like coming says: — “Blessed is he that watcheth” —  Paul expressly 
says — “Ye brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake 
you as a thief.” —  Because it is to “them who look for him” that Jesus 
appears a second time, without sin, unto salvation.” —  NOT upon the 
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brethren of Christ, then, —  but upon the world at large, — is whom the 
Lord will come as a thief in the night.” 

As such a time as that, — when the world is absorbed in its own 
developing problems; — when violence and preparations for war 
abound, — Christ will return. — He comes as a thief because the 
world is caught off guard. The exhortation to the brotherhood by the 
Master is to be watchful: — “Blessed is he that watcheth and keepeth 
his garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame.” (Rev. 16:15) 

To watch in the Greek means to keep awake or to be spiritually 
vigilant: to KEEP is to guard over or to preserve. — A blessing is 
promised to those who attend to these things — who do not lose their 
focus and who do not let the riches and cares of this WORLD choke 
the word. 

The Apostle Paul warns in 1Thess. “Therefore let us not sleep, as do 
others; but let us watch and be sober.” — also the Lord Jesus Christ 
used sleep in the same sense when speaking on the same subject when 
he said,  “The son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his 
house, and gave authority to the servants, and to every man his work, 
and commanded the Porter to WATCH. Watch ye therefore…lest 
coming suddenly he find you sleeping.” (Mark 13:34) 

So we can see that sleep here has the connotation of drowsiness, 
listlessness, unawareness, comfortableness, and complacency in a 
spiritual application. — therefore we can see the need to be spiritually 
“AWAKE” — VIGILANT — AND KEEPING OUR GUARD UP  
both in relation to the signs of the Times, as well as to the condition of 
our own characters, as the nearness of Christ’s return approaches. 

The study of Bible Prophecy helps us tremendously to that end.  It 
reveals to us a clear concept of the future, which acts as an incentive to 
our walk, and it can help make us more jubilant in the things 
concerning God.  Through the word of Prophecy the worthies of old 
were enabled to see Christ’s day — and were glad, and we can be 
likewise.  For how can we be watchful if we do not know what to 
watch for? 

Brother John Thomas wrote (In Elpis Israel – pg. 323) “In ages past, 
God has had among the nations a people of his own.  These are wise in 
the wisdom of God and venerate His word above all things.  Though 
not His counselors, He has generously condescended to inform them 
what He intends to do before it comes to pass.  Hence, it is testified by 
the prophets that ‘The Lord God will surely do nothing, but he 
revealeth his secrets unto his servants the prophets.’ (Amos 3:7) – This 
revelation is made that His peoples’ faith may be confirmed, and 
enlarged, and that in every generation they may KNOW THE TIMES 
AND SEASONS to which they stand related.  Knowing the signs, they 
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are enabled to DISCERN THE TIMES; and while consternation and 
dismay cause men’s hearts to fail, they are courageous and rejoice in 
PERCEIVING the approach of the kingdom of God.” 

Now we all know that Jesus associated the days immediately 
preceding His coming to “the days of Noah”, when the earth was filled 
with violence up to the very last days of Lot,  when “Pride, fullness of 
bread and abundance of idleness” led Sodom into the most vile 
practices — and in both cases God brought his vengeance upon them.  
In Noah’s time “they knew not until the flood came and took them all 
away.” 

Therefore we who live in these “last days”, are told by Jesus what 
to expect around us such as Godlessness, violence, greed, idleness and 
moral depravity. 

The world is to be so mired in these things at His return — that it 
prompts Jesus to ask in Luke 18:8,  “Nevertheless when the son of man 
cometh shall he find faith on the earth? 

The only true faith Christ will find on the earth when He returns will 
be the number of a company of people identified as “the sect 
everywhere spoken against” which will be infinite in minuteness 
compared to the billions of pagan, Christian and Atheistic persuasion. 

We realize that any attempt to pin down the exact return of Christ is 
due for failure, for He clearly states “Of that day and hour 
KNOWETH NO MAN, no, not the Angels of heaven, but my father 
only.” (Matt. 24:36)  But Jesus did know that a long time would elapse 
before His second coming. He told parables to indicate that His 
coming would not “immediately appear” (Luke 19:11) and that it 
would be “after a long time” in Matthew 25:19. 

The Apostle’s also acknowledged that they could not know the 
precise time of that great event for which they waited.  Peter warned 
about people who would scoff  “at the promise of his coming” and what 
he called their “willful ignorance” — which is nothing more than 
people believing what they want to believe, regardless of the 
evidence. 

The Apostle Paul is just as clear about this issue when he says, “But 
of the Times and seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto 
you.  For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so 
cometh as a thief in the night.” 

When it does happen, the Lord’s coming will be swift, sudden and 
unexpected — Are we waiting, watching and prepared? — Nobody 
expects thieves to strike, but they succeed because people often 
overlooked the dangers — which is why Christ uses the figure in 
Matthew 24:43.—  Paul in 1

st
 Thess. 5:2 — and also Peter in 2nd Peter 
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3:10 — to emphasize the point that we must be on our guard.  Be 
watchful—be prepared—be waiting and be vigilant. — One thing 
we do know is the Lord will come at any time—and when he does, it 
will be when we least expect it!!! 

So WATCH is the keyword for us to follow.  We have to be on 
guard to prevent Christ’s coming as a thief to us. 

We will remember that midnight was the hour of deliverance from 
Egypt — and when it came, — the Lord’s people moved quickly in 
answer to the command to go. — THEY WERE READY, with 
girded loins,—feet shod,—and staff in hand (Exodus 12). 

And what about the future deliverance?—Again according to 
Matthew 25:6 concerning the five wise and the five foolish virgins—
midnight is the set hour for deliverance and once again there will be a 
great deal of activity — but this time all of God’s people are not ready 
— for it seems that some will not have prepared themselves for the 
journey. 

“And the foolish said unto the wise give us of your oil, for our 
lamps have gone out!” 

Time however will be against them—having not adequately 
prepared for the event—we are told “the door will be shut.” 

Now we all know that nothing is as humiliating as having a door 
shut in your face.  Nevertheless the foolish virgins are persistent in their 
appeal. “Lord, Lord, open to us!” —But then comes the reply: 

“Verily I say unto you, I know you not!” — Obviously these 
foolish virgins represent a class of people who had gone to some effort 
to please their Lord,— but who had not been thorough enough in their 
preparations. — So when the midnight cry came, they rushed to put 
matters right — but their efforts were too little too late. — And why 
would not the Lord accept them? 

It seems to be that they were too easy going. Apparently they 
considered themselves safe just because they were in the Lord’s 
household.  If that is so, then that was their undoing, for they lapsed 
into a spiritual slumber instead of making their calling and election 
sure. 

For the day of the Lord should not come upon the Saints as a thief.  
We are told in Luke 21:35 that as a snare it will come upon all them 
who dwell upon the face of the earth. — But upon the Called, and 
chosen, and faithful, it should come as welcome which a lifetime of 
expectation and preparation  should have made them ready to receive 
with gladness. 
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The whole point of the parable should be appreciated by ‘present 
day virgins’, living as we do in the thrilling days of Prophecy being 
fulfilled before our very eyes — Because, after rejecting the foolish 
virgins, the Lord warned, “watch, therefore, for ye know neither the 
day nor the hour wherein the son of man cometh.” 

So the operative word upon which the destiny of all of Christ’s 
followers will be decided is WATCH – the term is also used in the 
verse that this talk is based on in Revelations 16:15 – “Blessed is he 
that WATCHETH.”  

The word watch means to KEEP SPIRITUALLY AWAKE. 

The midnight hour of Gentile times is close upon us, — and our 
Lord will come suddenly as a thief to take his jewels. — then it will be 
too late to redeem the time. If our years in the truth have been mis-
spent on trifles, and we have not added the other virtues to our faith, — 
then we may be shut out from the wedding feast. 

When the Apostle Paul was addressing the Thessalonians, he told 
them that “They were not in darkness that that day should overtake 
them as a thief.” And that “They were all the children of the light and 
of the day.” In other words whether Christ’s coming was sooner or 
later, — His thief-like return would not find them unprepared, but 
ready to meet Him with great joy and gladness. However, we realize 
that Paul did not mean that every member of the Thessalonian ecclesia 
was in that position.  For he says in 2Thess. 3:6, “For I hear that there 
are some which walk disorderly among you.” 

An ecclesia by its very calling and profession belongs to the light 
of the day — but that does not mean that all of its members necessarily 
come up to that profession. We see such a case in the messages of 
Christ to the seven ecclesias. 

To all of them, with possibly two exceptions, he speaks of the 
majority of their members in doubtful terms. As a matter of fact, 
concerning one of the ecclesias, He spoke as if it did not have a single 
member of the True Type. To us then,  all of this should be a matter of 
serious reflection.  Because the farther removed we are from the days 
when the scriptures were written — the more danger exists of falling 
into the position. 

We live in the Laodician era during this close of Gentile times – and 
what was it that Christ told the ecclesia of Laodicia?   “Because thou 
sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; 
and knowest not that thou art wretched, and poor,  and miserable, and 
blind and naked.” 
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This demonstrates to us the possibility of a group of believers 
thinking well of themselves but nevertheless, being displeasing before 
the Lord. 

Jesus tells us that on that day many will say to him, “Lord, Lord 
have not we prophesied in thy name and in thy name done many 
wonderful works.” — Then He will say to them “I never knew you.”—
”not everyone that sayeth unto me Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven.” 

But we, brothers and sisters are not of the night, if we are Christ’s. 
— We are of the day. 

We should look forward to the day of Christ with alertness, 
preparedness, and great anticipation to the time when the coming 
reign of righteousness shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. 

“Let us not sleep as do others — but let us WATCH and be sober.” 

We are not to sleep in the sense which the world does.  We are not 
to share in their unconsciousness with regard to the truth  and in regard 
to our present life.—The world is unconscious of God; it is 
unconscious of His universal Presence and Power; it is unconscious of 
Christ and God’s purpose with Him; it is unconscious of the great claim 
God has on every living soul; it is unconscious of the great plan He is 
working out, and of His principles He desires and His creation to 
recognize. 

But we brothers and sisters maintain an awareness to these things 
through the daily reading of God’s Holy Word. — Christ has 
commanded his followers to watch — so he tells us and Mark 13:37 
“What I say unto you, I say unto all, — WATCH!!! 

What are the essential qualifications of a watchman:   

1. Good eyesight 

2. The ability to keep awake 

3. Concern for the safety of our fellows 

These characteristics have obvious spiritual lessons for each of 
us.—each should diligently observe current developments with 
enlightened eyes.— each should be “awake to righteousness,” as we 
are commanded in 1Corinthians 15:34, and each one of us should be 
concerned about the salvation of his fellow sojourners. 

The Lord Jesus urged the believers in Laodicia to “Anoint thine 
eyes with eyesalve that thou mayest see.”  Like ecclesias today, the one 
in Laodicia did not lack material resources, but members did not know 
the extent of their spiritual blindness. There was a need for the 
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application of the Spirit-word, so that they might see clearly.  And that 
same need exists today. That is why, when Jesus explained what was to 
happen before his return, he carefully emphasized the need for 
WATCHFULNESS. 

The prophecy that Christ presents on the mount of Olives in 
Matthew, Mark and Luke for instance presents us with a fascinating 
challenge for watchfulness — Because it combines a short-term 
prediction about the fall of Jerusalem and the destruction of the Temple  
along with a long term forecast of world events. 

These include: 

1. The rise and fall of Christianity and false Christs 

2. The persecution of the true Christians 

3. Wars and rumors of wars, nation against nation 

4. Earthquakes, famines and pestilences 

5. Jerusalem surrounded by armies 

6. The Jewish nation dispersed 

7. Jerusalem in non-Jewish occupation 

8. Tribulation and distress 

9. Signs in the Sun, Moon and Stars 

10. The powers of heaven shaken 

It is our duty as watchmen to be fully aware of the signs of the 
nearness of our Master’s return so he will not come upon us unawares. 

The most prevalent signs in the 20
th

 century (which is about to come 
to a close) is: 

1. Israel returning to their land and becoming a nation 

2. The activity of the Frog-like spirits 

4. The arranging of the nations 

5. The increase in knowledge 

So what is our reaction to the signs and the nearness of Christ’s 
return? 

Have we talked about this subject so much that we have become 
desensitized to this great event that will impact the whole world? 

You see, our reaction to something is an indication of how 
important it is to us.—  Let us hope and pray that we may be ever 
watching and waiting — being spiritually vigilant and on guard and 
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prepared for our Master’s return as we close out this millennium and 
get ready for His Millennial Reign on this earth. 

For He tells us in Mark chapter 13 beginning adverse 30, “Verily I 
say unto you, that this generation shall not pass till all these things be 
done. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass 
away. But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the Angels 
which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.  Take ye heed, 
WATCH and pray: for ye know not when the time is.  For the son of 
man is as a man taking a far journey,  who left his house, and gave 
authority to his servants, and to every man his work, and commanded 
the Porter to WATCH. — Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when 
the master of the house cometh! At even, or at midnight, or at the 
cockcrowing, or in the morning: — Lest coming suddenly he find 
you sleeping. And what I say unto you I say unto all, WATCH. 

May it be our lot that we will have our whole house in order when 
our master returns to claim his bride. 

The burden of being ready and waiting is upon each of us, for we 
have been warned by our Savior himself — “Behold I come as a 
thief.”                                                                    —Bro. Jerry Connolly 

 

Lord, Are There Few That Be Saved? 

As the years of our pilgrimage in the Truth accumulate and we 
begin to grow up to maturity with strength and wisdom of the inner 
man of the spirit, we are able to see more clearly the ominous import of 
those striking *words of the Lord that are often so lightly quoted 
among us: 

“Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way...and few there be that find 
it.” 

By looking narrowly at the words of the Lord in the 7th of Matthew, 
from which the above words were quoted, we are able to see that many 
may become associated with the truth as members of the ecclesia, even 
as prophets and teachers, without ever finding, in the strict sense of the 
term as it is used here, this narrow way that leads to life. 

“Beware,” says Jesus, “of false prophets, which come to you in 
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.” The “false 
prophets” mentioned are here said to “come to you in sheep's clothing,” 
which would indicate that they may come to the Truth as members of 
the body and assume the “sheep's clothing” attitude of faithful brethren, 
but they never really get into the narrow way of holiness and truth 
where the whole life is given over without reservation to loving 
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obedience and service to God. They never bring forth any fruit to 
holiness, and therefore cannot attain to life eternal. 

“Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of 
thorns, or figs of thistles. Even so every good tree bringeth forth good 
fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.” 

This class will be at the judgment of the last day, and it would 
appear from the words Jesus uses in verse 22 that they will be greatly in 
the majority; for He speaks of the “few” who find the narrow way, but 
of the “many” who come to him in that day (the day of judgment) and 
say, 

“Have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name cast out 
devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?” 

“Then will I profess unto them, I never knew you depart from me, 
ye that work iniquity. 

These things are not fully understood by us as we first come into the 
Truth. The “new born” babe in the ecclesia looks around him at the 
members to see what manner of life they live. He may at first be taken 
aback as he observes that a large number of them seem so little 
concerned about the important business of perfecting a character of 
holiness and righteousness in their high calling as the children of God. 
They go carelessly on trusting in the idea that since God has called 
them to be heirs of His kingdom and glory surely He will not let them 
fail. 

The young in the Truth should rather seek out the very few in the 
body who uphold in their everyday lives the high principles of 
Godliness that seeks to put down every high thought and everything 
that exalts itself against the knowledge of God. Such brethren are the 
ones to look to and emulate as examples that should be followed. 

Too often it is the case that the young will be apt to go along with 
those who follow the broader and more pleasant way even though he 
has been taught to begin with, by the more sincere brethren, that “it is 
out of much tribulation that we must enter the kingdom of God”: At 
first they will be taught that world pleasures and entertainment are 
defiling and weakening, and must be altogether foregone by the diligent 
seeker after the blessings and favor of God. And yet when they see a 
great many of the brethren giving their time and substance, which 
belong to God, to the theater and television, and to light and worthless 
social activity, the young will not be strong enough at that early stage 
to resist the temptation to go along with them. 

The good seed of the kingdom, which is the word of the living God, 
cannot grow to any fruit in such atmosphere. These worldly pleasures 
are the thorns that choke the word in its early growth before there is 
enough strength to resist it, and so the right course of true Godliness is 
never arrived at.                                                          —Bro. E.W. Banta 
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Meditations—Deity’s Ways No. 91 
BEWARE of the teaching of the clergy. This was the warning of Dr. 

Thomas and brother Roberts. Fathers and mothers in Israel will act 
wisely and faithfully if, in regard to this warning, they copy these 
Scripturally enlightened and noble men. There is a growing need for 
the caution. The clergy are the proprietors and managers of a powerful, 
influential system, which is as offensive to God, and as inimical to the 
eternal interests of man, as were the institutions of Baal. The clergy are 
the perpetuators of pagan doctrines, of that deadly apostacy which in 
the early centuries dethroned the glorious and life-giving religion of 
Christ. Let those of us who are disposed to worship these “spirituals of 
the wickedness,” who “reign in the court of the Gentiles without the 
temple,” take more to heart what God has revealed in the Apocalypse 
on the subject. It is by an understanding of this book that we shall be 
able to see the leaders of Christendom as God sees them. We read the 
writings of the prophets, and are quick to realise the dark and evil-
mindedness of Israel’s religious leaders. We do the same in regard to 
New Testament teaching concerning the corrupters of the truth in 
apostolic times. But when we come to the Apocalypse—which is in 
part God’s revelation respecting the true character of the clergy for the 
past fifteen or more centuries—many of us are of uncertain mind, and 
therefore fearful to take God’s estimate of the clergy. We want more 
study of the Apocalypse, more deep, earnest reading of Eureka. This 
will safeguard us against being captivated by the clergy. Are there not 
among us brethren who are competent and willing to write, during 
1911, a few robust, bright, pithy articles on Rev. 17:5, with particular 
reference to its bearing on our times? Yes, the clergy have to be 
watched and shunned. They are the saints’ enemies, and will remain so 
till Christ is again in the earth to destroy once and for ever their wicked 
Babylonish system. 

“Ah! that is my besetting sin. How can I overcome it? I have tried 
and tried again, and yet I still fail. At times I am well-nigh overcome 
with despair. Must I journey on, sad and unhappy, hoping, though far 
from sanguine, that all will come right in the end?” My dear brother, 
cheer up! You are unnecesarily despondent. Do not forget that wrong 
habits take time to go as they do to come. Persevere, and you will 
conquer. You are leaving God too much out of account, and 
underestimating the power of His Word. Compel your mind to think 
upon the assurances and beautiful promises of Scripture. Whilst you 
remain sincere, and strive to master your failings, God will never 
forsake you nor condemn you. Neither will He allow your trial to reach 
a breaking point. He has said so (1 Cor. 10:13; 2 Pet. 2:9). Yours is a 
case in which Christ is much interested. With concern he watches your 
struggles to be faithful (Heb. 4:15, 16). Keep this in mind, and give him 
pleasure in making headway. You ask, “Why should it be such a 
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difficult task?” Because of the hold sin has upon your nature. Do not 
grow hopeless on this account. God will make just allowance for all 
your infirmities. His reward is to be not for any physical superiority we 
have over others, but for the amount of effort and success made in 
battling with sin. And ponder the reward—an incorruptible crown (1 
Cor. 9:25). Therefore fight on, and do not be cast down. Let men see, as 
well as God, that you are making real endeavours to conquer. Pray 
often (Col. 4:2; Matt. 6:12). Have always in hand the sword of the 
Spirit (Eph. 6:17; 2 Cor. 10:4; Ps. 119:11). Keep close to the meetings 
(Heb. 10:25; 1 Thess. 5:11), and above all, shun, as far as possible, 
those situations which are likely to increase your temptations, or 
occasion you to fall. 

God’s purpose in Christ is unfolded to us in many ways in the 
Scriptures. Sometimes it is in plain literal terms and sometimes in 
language which is highly figurative and calls for much study to 
apprehend. The divine intention, evidently, is not merely to reveal, but 
to enforce reflection on what is revealed. Let us gratefully appreciate 
the arrangement and exercise our minds as God intended. By way of 
illustration, how beautiful and impressive is the method employed by 
the Spirit to describe the position, and the facts concerning it, of the 
redeemed in their future glory under the figure of “a spiritual house” (1 
Pet. 2:5), “a holy temple” (Eph. 2:21), with Christ as the “chief corner 
stone”! How wonderfully apposite is this figure of our coming 
exaltation and spirit relationship to the eternal; of our dependence upon 
Christ for our salvation; and of the past humiliating experience of our 
Great Head. It is more than beautiful, it is confirmatory of our faith. 
Could David or Isaiah have employed this figure as they did, had they 
not been divinely inspired? Only a man blind to Israel’s hope could so 
affirm. A thousand years before Christ was born the Psalmist 
exclaimed: “The stone which the builders refused is become the 
headstone of the corner” (Ps. 118:22). How telling was Christ’s 
reference to this foreshadowing in view of what was happening in the 
closing days of his precious life: “Did ye never read in the Scriptures, 
The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of 
the corner” (Matt. 21:42). And still more telling must it have been for 
Peter to have emphasized it in the ears of Israel when the death and 
resurrection were but the events of yesterday (Acts 4:10–12). The use 
made of this passage by Christ and Peter suggests a still further use to 
be made of it in time to come. Will not those of us who are privileged 
to be the teachers of the coming age be able to say to men, on the 
strength of Christ being enthroned in Jerusalem and the acknowledged 
Saviour of men: Did ye never read in the Scriptures, “Behold I lay in 
Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a sure foundation” (Is. 
28:16). Shall we allow our faith to grow feeble, while the word is able 
to provoke such upbuilding thought?        —Bro. A.T. Jannaway  1911 
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Thoughts  Gleaned By The Way 

By a Wayfarer 

“Ye are not in darkness — that that day should overtake you as a 
thief” (1 Thess. 5:4-5). 

One of the most outstanding signs of our times, indicating that the 

Lord is near, is that the present order of things on earth is obviously 

rushing headlong to destruction. 

Many times God has seen fit to pour out His judgements upon 

nations, cities and peoples because of their wickedness. But there is 

coming a day when all nations, all humanity, will be called upon to 
submit to divine rule or suffer the consequences of that “flaming fire” 

which will be “poured out upon the adversary.” 

That the world is fast approaching this outpouring of divine 

judgment can only be doubted by the unbelieving and those who are so 
engrossed in worldly things that they are oblivious to the gathering 

storm clouds. 

On one thing, all sober, thinking persons are agreed; the world is in 
an awful state of affairs, for which there appears to be no remedy; 

“men's hearts failing them.” These are the despairing words of Klaus 

Mann in the magazine 'Tomorrow”— 

“There is no hope. Why fool ourselves? We're done for. We're 

licked; We're through. Let's resign ourselves to absolute despondency. 

It's the only sincere attitude, and the only one that can be of any hope.” 

The despairing wail of a world that has lost faith in God. He is right 
so far as man is concerned. He is through, or nearly so. But what the 

world does not seem to realize is that God is not through. Divine 

deliverance is at hand for all who will avail themselves of it. 

Science has invented a machine which frightens its makers, for it 

threatens to destroy those who have created it. The present state of 

affairs on earth are comparable to a high-powered machine rushing 
downhill out of control, the operators thereof frantically pushing 

buttons and working gadgets trying to slow it down while it gathers 

more speed and crashes through all obstructions placed in its path. 

For six thousand years the vast majority of mankind have ignored 
God's supremacy in the earth; that He “ruleth in the kingdom of men 

and giveth it to whomsoever He will. But God has decreed that all the 

earth shall be filled with His glory; that “the loftiness of man shall be 
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bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made low, and the 

Lord alone shall be exalted in that day” (Isa. 2:17). 

And so, “the Lord hath a controversy with the nations. He will give 

them that are wicked to the savior” (Jer. 25:31). 

“Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe; come, get you down, for 

the press is full,  the fats overflow; for their wickedness is great”  (Joel 
3:13). 

It is the purpose of God that the “meek shall inherit the earth;” and 

we are told that this will only come “when the wicked are cut off.” We 
are witnessing the cracking up of this sinful order, soon to give way to 

the “new heavens and new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.” This 

was the purpose of God from the beginning. He never intended that the 
earth should forever remain an arena of wickedness, bloodshed and 

crime; neither tyranny and oppression. Yet out of this caldron of human 

wickedness the Refiner of all things has been, and is, moulding vessels 

for His own use in that time when all things shall be done to the glory 
of Him for Whose “pleasure they are and were created.” 

It would seem that, in the chaotic condition of things upon the earth, 

we see evidence that, just as God has given man the opportunity to do 
his best, so now God will permit him to do his worst in the way of self-

destruction before the divine Deliverer takes over. Everything would 

seem to indicate that we have not long to wait for this.   
                                                                        —Bro. O. Beauchamp 

A Pair of Turtledoves 

The offering made on the occasion of the presentation of the infant 

Christ to the Lord (Luke 2:22) was the atonement required for the 

mother under Lev. 12:6-7, and not for the redemption of the child. The 
redemption was by the payment of five shekels (Num. 18:l6). There is 

no mention of this payment in the narrative of Luke, but it was 

doubtless made the same day.           —Christadelphian 1886 

 

Husbands, Love Your Wives 

Reason would help the obligation if loving husbands remembered 
always that their wives were not as a rule so robustly constituted as 

themselves; and that love is the wife's special right from the subject 

position she occupies by the law of God. A sense of duty to God in the 
matter is the best help and only safeguard in the matrimonial relation. 

                                      —Christadelphian 1890  
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Did the Sacrifice of Christ Purify Himself? 

It was, doubtless, as you express it, “absolutely necessary that Christ 
should die before he himself, Abraham, or anyone else could inherit the 
promises.” 

If there were no other proof, it is so shown by Paul's statement in 
Heb. 9:23, that— 

“It was necessary that . . . the heavenly things themselves (should be 
purified) with better sacrifices than these” (the Mosaic). 

Now “the heavenly things themselves” (of which the Mosaic 
arrangements were but the patterns or types) all center in Jesus, out of 
whom we have no relation to them. 

He was the offerer, the priest, the sacrifice, the altar, the veil, the 
mercy seat, the tabernacle, and much else besides, in the arrangement 
for our salvation, of which these elements of the Mosaic kosmos were 
the shadows. 

All these elements of the Mosaic kosmos were, by the Law, purged 
with the blood of goats and bulls. They were regarded as unclean and 
declared to be so, as anyone may see by reading Lev. 16, and cognate 
portions of the Law.  

In this way they prefigured the seed of David according to the flesh, 
of which Jesus partook, which is a mortal and unclean thing because of 
sin, and had—in the wisdom of God—to be purified by death and 
resurrection, before glorified and eternal fellowship with the Creator 
could take place. 

This purification was accomplished in Jesus personally, and we 
obtain the benefit by association with him, if he accept us. In this way it 
is easy to understand Paul's statement that “the heavenly things 
themselves” had to be purified with “better sacrifices” than those 
offered under the Law, even the offering of the body of Jesus once for 
all. 

Jesus is the Beginning of the purification—the Foundation of the 
building—the Head of the family. 

Deny the necessity in his case, and you displace him from his 
position in the arrangement, and destroy the reason for his being a 
partaker of our common nature. In fact you bring a cloud over the 
sacrifice of Christ and hide the wisdom and righteousness of God as ex-
hibited therein, and substitute the confusion of the sectarian 
“atonement,” which has, in ages past, caused many strong men to fall.
               —Robert Roberts, 1877 
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Withdrawal Not Excommunication 

The friends of Christ are not allowed, in the present state, to 

employ coercive measures in any form. The execution of the judgment 
written is a prerogative in reserve for such only as come through the 

present probation with divine approval. Meanwhile, we are allowed to 

use the defensive weapon of non-association where there is non-

compliance with the precepts of Christ. 'Excommunication' is an 
ordinance of the Apostacy. Ecclesial withdrawal is of apostolic 

prescription.                         —Christadelphian 1898  

THERE is much woolly thinking and writing on this subject, 

especially among those who— advocating loose fellowship—desire to 

frighten the simple with the bogey of the mortal responsibility for 

'excommunicating' anyone. The very idea is orthodoxy. GVG 

 

Wrestling with the Angel 

We are not informed why the angel wrestled with Jacob (Gen. 
32:24-29); but the fact that the angel requested Jacob to let him go, and 
had to weaken him by the exercise of divine power before he could get 
away, would suggest that the object of the wrestling was release. 
Jacob's holding him to prevent him from going would be due to Jacob's 
fascination with the heavenly visitor.  

As to why a mortal man should be stronger than an angel, it would 
show that an angel's strength lies in the control of divine force, as 
when—he caused Jacob's thigh sinew to shrink, or the bolts of Peter's 
prison to withdraw; rather than in mere muscle-power, which is 
mechanical. An elephant is muscularly stronger than a man; yet a man 
by gunpowder or dynamite can blow the elephant into the air. An 
angel's delicate form may mechanically be weaker than the robust 
frame of a shepherd; but his control of spirit-force enables him, when 
the case calls for it, to destroy an army of 180,000 men in a night.
                           —Christadelphian 1891  

A Time of Transition 

When Christ sent forth the apostles to continue the work after his 
departure with his own power and authority, there was what we might 
call a flexibility in the situation, workable in divinely authorized hands, 
arising from the concurrent operation of more than one divine mode 
during a time of transition from the one to the other. John's baptism was 
a divine institution, and so was Christ's, and so was circumcision; and 
for a time all three were in force together—a self-adjusting situation, 
notwithstanding, requiring only time for plain settlement. 
                                       —Christadelphian 1886  
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Backbiting a Sin 

A BROTHER who 'talks reproachfully of his brethren' is a 

backbiter, and those who countenance him partake his sin. But do not 

be distressed by it (Ec. 3:16-17; 5:8). Backbiters and their fellow-

sinners have been current ever since the Spirit of God expressed its 

displeasure at such things. There is a 'needs be.' How else are good men 
to be tried in the virtue of patience under evil speaking? (1 Pt. 2:20).  

God has a work for the Shimeis sometimes (2 Sm.16:5-12). 

Doubtless it is a work of wickedness so far as they are concerned, and 

God brings His punishment on their heads in due time (1 Kgs. 2:43-46). 

But it is a something for men of God to submit to meekly in the hour of 
darkness, like David.                  —Christadelphian  1892  

  

Bro. Thomas on Personality of the Spirit 

WHEN Dr. Thomas in Eureka 1:208 speaks of '14 living persons: 

the Spirit, Jesus, and the 12 Apostles,' he may 'appear to favor the 

orthodox idea of the Spirit's personality,' but it is only an appearance.  

It is the Scriptural conception of the Spirit in its largest sense that he 

has before him: that is, the Deity, Who is Spirit. The Father and the 

Spirit are one—a unit filling immensity. It is this one Spirit that the Dr. 

speaks of as a person in the special connection of the sentence.  

             —Christadelphian 1892 

Bro. Thomas and Resurrectional Responsibility 

IN the course of 40 years' continuous study of the Scriptures, 

we have found all Dr. Thomas' general principles to be the 

teaching of the Word, and often in cases where at first we thought 

otherwise. This would make us hesitate long and fearfully before 

accepting a conclusion adverse to his teaching, even if we were not 

quite clear as to its ground. In this case we ARE quite clear that he 

teaches according to the Word when he says— 

“Those who have come to an understanding of the Gospel but have 

rejected it ... come forth from the grave again to encounter the burning 

indignation of Christ, the Judge of the living and dead, at his 

appearing and Kingdom.”  

The rule that brings forth any to condemnation must necessarily 

bring forth ALL who deserve it, God alone being the Judge of 

where this desert exists.                                —Christadelphian 1893 
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2. The Key and Chain 

“Having the Key of the Abyss, and a Great Chain upon his hand”. 

The word abussos, is rendered in the English Version by the fancy 

phrase “bottomless pit”. The Seventy (Septuagint) render the Hebrew 

word, tzulah, deep, by abussos, abyss, in Isa. 44:27; the great sea, or 

aggregation of nations acknowledging the sovereignty of Babylon. For 

like reasons, abyss in the prophecy before us, is representative of the 

aggregate of the nation’s occupying the Dragon-section of the inhabited 

earth. 

A key is representative of power to open and shut. To have the key 

of the abyss, is to possess the power of developing political 

organizations, after the example of the first Napoleonic Empire; and of 

suppressing them, as in the same instance. In 1815, this empire was laid 

hold of, and cast into the abyss, and shut up there and bound there for 

thirty-seven years; but when these years were finished, it was loosed 

for a short time under Napoleon III. This that was accomplished by 

mere human agents, will illustrate what is meant by the descending 

angel laying hold of the Dragon-Power, and keying him up, and 

chaining him in the abyss. The Allied Powers of Europe held the key 

and chain in the case of the first Napoleon; but in the case of the 

Dragon, the Saints to whom “judgment is given,” will be the holders of 

the key and chain, and do with him, and place him in the same abyss, 

but for a longer time, and with more terrible manifestations, as did the 

Allies the dominion of the Corsican. This mere human power is to 

remain in the national abyss without dominion; Sin's flesh is to be 

turned out of office, and to exist only in absolute subjection to Spirit, as 

manifested in Jesus and his Brethren, all the glorified sons of the Deity, 

ruling the habitable in righteousness for a thousand years. To keep Sin's 

flesh, so long accustomed to rule and revel in its own lusts and 

superstitions, in subjection, will require a government strong as iron. 

The necessity is provided for; for it is written, “He shall rule the nations 

with an iron rod;” so that no deceivers will be permitted to ply mankind 

with their sorceries, causing them to err from the way of truth and 

righteousness. The clerical sorceries of the Great Harlot and her 

Daughters will all be destroyed with the False Prophet by the 

judgments of the fiery lake. This signal destruction of all existing 
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ecclesiastical establishments will effectually alienate the nations from 

their professional prophets, who now deceive and bewitch them with 

sorceries and lies in the name of the Lord; so that “when any (parson, 

priest, or rabbi) shall yet prophesy, then his father and mother that 

begat him shall say unto him, Thou shalt not live; for thou speakest lies 

in the name of Yahweh: and his father and mother that begat him shall 

thrust him through when he prophesieth. And it shall come to pass in 

that day that the prophets shall be ashamed every one of his vision, 

when he hath prophesied,” or preached; “neither shall they wear a 

rough garment,” or clerical vestments, “to deceive” (Zech. 13:3,4). The 

time for all this hypocrisy and grimace will have passed; for “no one 

buyeth their merchandise any more”. At present their sorcery and lies 

are in considerable repute; and to be a “prophet”, or clergyman, is 

regarded by the deceived, and strongly deluded populations of 

“Christendom,” as a highly respectable profession. But when Daniel's 

fourth Beast shall have been slain and his body destroyed, and given to 

the burning flame; and the other three Beasts have their dominion taken 

away, the descending angel will have bound the Dragon; the vocation 

of the false prophets will be abolished; there will be no hypocrites to 

keep the people in ignorance for the support of the church and state; 

and to subserve the interests of political adventurers and political 

factions; all this soul and truth-destroying machinery will have been 

broken up, and the nations shall be deceived by it no more for a 

thousand years. 

But after the thousand years are passed, the restraint, represented by 

the great chain in the angel's hand, will be relaxed. A generation of 

flesh and blood will then be living, whose men and women will have 

been born in times of peace and great prosperity. They will know 

nothing personally and practically of war: for, to use an expression of 

Homer, Mars will have been bound with a strong chain, for a thousand 

years. It is very different with us. The governments are wasting their 

revenues on standing armies; but then the government of the world will 

not have a single soldier in its pay! Its subjects will remember the 

binding, or suppression, of the Dragon-power a thousand years before, 

as our generation remembers the overthrow of Pharaoh and his army in 

the Red Sea. But this remembrance will have as little moral influence 

upon them, as Pharaoh's overthrow has upon the Pope and the kings of 
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the earth in our time. Some ambitious men, who would “rather reign in 

hell than serve in heaven,” will think the season favorable to the 

recovery of the lost independence of Sin's Flesh, or the Devil. They will 

conspire against the best government the sun ever shone upon; for they 

are styled the Satan, which signifies adversary. They commence to 

agitate and plot in the national abyss; and at length their secret society 

emboldened by numbers constantly increasing, proceeds more openly 

to preach revolt. Multitudes will be deceived with false hopes of glory, 

honor, and power, in the proposed new dominion of the Devil and 

Satan. Sin's Flesh under the rule of the Saints is ineligible for office. 

Under their iron rod and chain, men and women are only permitted to 

serve. This is a yoke too galling to the pride of human nature, and 

hence a determination to destroy the existing government, not doubting 

the enterprise might easily succeed. Their emissaries go forth among 

the nations of the old Dragon territory, which before the Dragon was 

bound, and in the time of his binding, was occupied by “Gog of the 

land of Magog, Rosh prince of Meshech and Tubal,” and therefore 

styled “the Gog and the Magog”. These agents of insurrection will be 

marvelously successful in deceiving the Gog and Magog nations. They 

call them to arms, and in response they forsake the plough, seize their 

weapons, and gather together for war. The rebellion is widespread, and 

the insurgents numerous as the sand of the sea. Their numbers make 

them bold and confident. Their commander-in-chief, and his council of 

war, whoever they may be, do not wait to be attacked; but assume the 

offensive, and order the invasion of the Holy Land, which is the Camp 

of the Saints. Their aim is to possess themselves of Jerusalem, the city 

that had been beloved, but now hated. To capture “the joy of the whole 

earth,” and to dethrone the government, and to destroy, or imprison, the 

saints in the abyss, as they had served the Dragon-Power a thousand 

years before, would be the crowning success of the rebellion. But the 

reasoning of the carnal mind deceives them. They forget, or choose to 

disbelieve, that Jerusalem is Yahweh's furnace; and that He is unto her 

a wall of fire round about, and the glory in the midst of her (Zech. 2:5). 

They approach the place of devouring fire with reckless infatuation. 

The King of kings who could have crushed the rebels as the moth in 

their own lands, permits them, as a trial of faith and loyalty, to have 

great success to a certain point. They are in sight of the Holy City, and 
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as confident and defiant as Sennacherib of old; or as Gog when the city 

was wrested from him a thousand years before. But, like the Beast and 

False Prophet then, the ground they occupy becomes the arena of a 

fiery destruction: and, although the locality and time of their judgment 

are not the same; yet, in coming to their end similarly, the 

postmillennial Devil and Satan combination of nations, is said to be 

cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, by fiery judgment descending 

from the Deity out of the heaven, and devouring them. 

This is the epoch of the consummation of the mission of the Son of 

the Deity. In 1 Cor. 15:24, Paul styles it “the end, when Christ shall 

have delivered up the kingdom to the Deity, even the Father; when he 

shall have put down all rule, and all authority and power. For he must 

reign until He (the Father) hath put all enemies under his feet. The last 

enemy that shall be destroyed is Death. For He hath put all things under 

his feet (Psa. 8:6). But when He (the Father) saith, All things are put 

under him, it is manifest that He (the Father) is excepted who did put 

all things under him. And when all things shall be subdued unto him, 

then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him (the Father) that put 

all things under him, that the Deity may be the all things in all”. 

The mission of the Lord Jesus Christ was to “destroy that having the 

power of death, which is the devil;” or Sin's Flesh; in other words, to 

“take away the Sin of the world;” and to “destroy the works of the 

devil,” or of Sin (Heb. 2:14; John 1:29; 1 John 3:8). In consummating 

this “the Woman's Seed bruises the Serpent's head”. The “short time” at 

the end of the thousand years is the epoch when the work is finished. It 

hath been Divinely purposed that the earth shall be inhabited by flesh 

and blood for seven thousand years; but beyond that period its presence 

will not be tolerated. The postmillennial rebellion against the benign 

government of the Saints is the consummation of its iniquity, and the 

crisis of its fate. Symbolically speaking, the Devil is devoured by the 

fire of the Deity, in the lake of fire and brimstone, into which he is cast, 

as were the Beast and the False Prophet, who shall be tormented day 

and night, by the third angel (Ch. 14:11; 19:20; 20:10) to the aions of 

the aions; or beginning of the thousand years. 

                                             Eureka Vol. 5 Page 320 Logos edition 
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  Hints For Bible Markers 
The Psalms 

Psalm 7 
Psalm 7:3 – 5 

“(3) O LORD my God, if I have done this; if there be iniquity in my 
hands; (4) If I have rewarded evil unto him that was at peace with me; 
(yea, I have delivered him that without cause is mine enemy:) (5) Let 
the enemy persecute my soul, and take it; yea, let him tread down my 
life upon the earth, and lay mine honor in the dust. Selah.” 

It is very easy to see David in these verses. Many commentators 
relate this to the events in 1 Samuel 24:10-13: “Behold, this day thine 
eyes have seen how that the LORD had delivered thee today 
into mine hand in the cave: and some bade me kill thee: but 
mine eye spared thee; and I said, I will not put forth mine hand 
against my lord; for he is the LORD's anointed. Moreover, my 
father, see, yea, see the skirt of thy robe in my hand: for in that I 
cut off the skirt of thy robe, and killed thee not, know thou and 
see that there is neither evil nor transgression in mine hand, and 
I have not sinned against thee; yet thou huntest my soul to take 
it. The LORD judge between me and thee, and the LORD 
avenge me of thee: but mine hand shall not be upon thee. As 
saith the proverb of the ancients, Wickedness proceedeth from 

the wicked: but mine hand shall not be upon thee.” But when we 

look we can also see the similarity in those events when the Pharisees 
urged on Judas in their pursuit of Christ. But Jesus all the time knowing 
this did not put forth his hand against Judas. He  treated him kindly and 
without malice. “And after the sop Satan entered into him. Then 

said Jesus unto him, That thou doest, do quickly.” (John 13:27). 

It also brings to mind how totally Christ understood the world's 
lack of desire for the things that be of God. How they would destroy 
those who declared truth and righteousness. To that end they sought the 
life of Jesus. “If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me 
before it hated you.” (John 15:18). “He that hateth me hateth my 
Father also. If I had not done among them the works which none 
other man did, they had not had sin: but now have they both 
seen and hated both me and my Father. But this cometh to pass, 
that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They 

hated me without a cause.” (John 15:23-25). Also note that Jesus is 

quoting the Psalms here. [Psalm 35:19, 69:4], “They hated me without 
a cause.”   

Continued next month should the Lord will                                                                bro. Beryl Snyder 


