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BELOVED brothers and sisters, Grace and peace be unto you all 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Since we last wrote a few things of interest to the brotherhood 
has happened at this corner of the Lord's Vineyard. 

During Dec. 23-27, 2015, with help from God and the brethren 
and sisters near and far, we were able to successfully hold our 
annual special study effort based on the prophetic book of Daniel. 

It's becoming our custom to study Bible books by use of 
thoughtful comments from brothers and sisters both physically 
present and those who are not present. All the brothers and 
sisters who anticipate to attend are furnished, about six months 
earlier, with standard guiding notes we get from the brother
hood related to the book under study. This enables familiarity 
with the subject matter and paves the way for further personal 
research. When the actual dates of study arrive, we can confi
dently expect maximum participation and contributions of well 
thought--out comments on each chapter or verse and these proved 
very upbuilding, educative and comforting. 

For those brethren and sisters who happen not to be able to 
attend but have already sent in their thoughts , we do mention 
their names and read their thoughts aloud to all, in relation to 
the specific verses they are concerned about, thus all benefit from 
the thoughts of brothers and sisters who are able to be present 
and also those who happen not to be present. 

We thank those brothers who have participated in the past 
(Contin ued on page 211) 
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Studies and Thoughts BY BROTHER JOHN THOMAS 

DANIEL'S VISIONS-A DIVINE UNVEILING OF THE 
FUTURE 

Daniel 's visions were manifested between the second year of 
Nebuchadnezzar, A.M. 3478 and B.C. 611; and the third year 
of Cyrus, A.M. 3549 and B.C. 540 , a period of seventy one 
years. In this period, he saw the Image he described to Neb
uchadnezzar; the Tree in the midst of the earth; the Writing 
upon the wall; the Four Beasts; the Ram and the He Goat; the 
Matter of the Seventy Weeks; and the Thing, whose time ex
tended from the third year of Cyrus to the Advent of the An
cient of Days, and the re surrection of the many from among 
the dead. 

To the household of faith, and to Israelites, these visions are 
particularly interesting and important, demonstrating to both 
classes that the day of their redemption is dawning. Jews by 
nature and adoption have suffered long and grievously at the 
hand of the oppressor who has scattered and peeled them by 
his severities. But the day of retribution approaches, when 
they shall-"Reward Babylon even as she rewarded them, and 
double unto her double according to her works: in th e cup that 
she hath fill ed, double shall they fill to her" (Rev. 18:6 ). 

Therefore, "Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy 
apostles and prophets: for God will then have AVENGED YOU 
ON HER." These are the words of him who said , "Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but my words shall not fail." This is the 
principle-Vengeance on Babylon for His people's sake. 

Two great powers are the principal subjects of Daniel's pre
dictions. The one is styled "THE KINGDOM OF MEN;" and 
the other, "THE KINGDOM OF GOD " (Dan. 4:3). It is true 
that there are many symbols, such as the Image, the Tree
Stump banded with brass and iron, the Four Beasts, the Ram 
and the He-Goat; but these are signs in the prophetic heraldry, 
not of kingdoms distinct and independent of those which have 
preceded them, but of one and the same Kingdom ofMen in 
the several phases of its existence. 

The Kingdom of Men was founded by Nimroud, son ofCush, 
who was son of Ham, son of Noah. "The beginning of it was 
Babylon, and Ereck, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of 
Shinar. Out ofthat land hewent forth into Assyria, and builded 
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Nineveh, and the city ofRehoboth, and Calah, and Resen be
tween Nineveh and Calah: the same is a great city"-Gen. 10:10
12. 

This Nimroudia was the Kingdom of Men in the extent of it 
during the lifetime of its founder, comprehending, as we see, 
Babylon and Assyria. These were its roots and trunk, which in 
after ages came to be famous for their strength and altitude, 
the beauty of their leaves, the abundance of their fruits, and 
their wide-spreading top; so that all the nations had shadow 
under it, and their rulers and great men dwelt in the boughs, 
and all flesh were fed of it (Dan . 4:10-12 ). 

As a magnificent "tree in the midst of the earth, whose height 
reached unto heaven, and the sight thereof to the end of all 
the earth," the Kingdom ofMen had become, under the proud
hearted Nebuchadnezzar, the destroying lion of his age (Jer. 
4:7; 50:17). He had grown and become strong-"Forhisgreat
ness hadgrown, and reached unto heaven, and his dominions 
to the end ofthe earth" (Dan. 4:22). 

In this testimony, "the end of the earth" is defined by the 
extent of the dominion of the Kingdom of Men . It does not 
extend to the entire globe, for an immense proportion of it has 
ever been beyond the limits of this kingdom. All Europe, 
America, and China were beyond "the end of the earth" when 
Nebuchadnezzar sat upon the throne of the Kingdom of Men. 

But, when the brazen-coated Greeks under Alexander the 
Macedonian established themselves in Babylon, the limits of 
"th e earth" were enlarged, for in speaking of the "third king
dom of brass," Daniel revealed to Nebuchadnezzar, that it 
should "bear rule over all the earth." When this was accom
plished, "the end of the earth" advanced into Europe, and was 
defined by the western limit of Alexander's Macedonian King
dom. 

But the "end of the earth" was not yet fixed even then; for 
when the Iron Kingdom annexed the brazen dominions to a 
considerable extent, it removed "the end of the earth" to the 
Atlantic Ocean. The present constitution of the Iron Kingdom 
has enlarged "th e earth" far beyond the shadow of the Assyr
ian tree when it represented the greatness of the Kingdom of 
Men under the Chaldean dynasty. It now comprehends "the 
Holy Roman Empire," or Little Horn of the West, which in
cludes papal Germany, of which Austria is the chief dominion. 
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From the Indus, then (the eastern limit of the Kingdom of 
Men under the Macedonian Dynasty), to the German and At
lantic oceans, comprehending Afghanistan, Persia, Media, 
Nimroudia, the Holy Land, Egypt, Arabia, Asia Minor, the 
rest of the pagan Roman dominion, the Austrian Empire, and 
the papal states of Germany-is the territory, styled in pro
phetic language "the earth," upon which, since the days of 
Nimroud, has existed, still exists, and will continue to exist, 
the Kingdom of Men until it is destroyed by the Kingdom of 
God. 

From these remarks, it will be seen that the Kingdom of 
Men has been diversified in its constitution, extent, and throne, 
since its foundation by Nimroud to the present time. It has 
nevertheless been the same Nimroudian kingdom, with Baby
lon and Assyria for its characteristics. Cyrus the Persian is 
styled the King of Babylon, and Artaxerxes, King of Assyria. 
Though of the Persian stock, having no consanguinity with 
Nebuchadnezzar, they were as much kings of Assyria and Baby
lon as he. 

Alexander the Great, though a Greek, the Selucidae who 
succeeded him in that region , were also kings of Asssyria and 
Babylon. When the Romans got the ascendancy in the King
dom of Men, they banded the stump of its tree with iron and 
brass (Dan. 4:15) ; and converted their own city into the "Grea t 
Babylon" of the dominion, which by the edict of Caracalla 
became so co-extensive with the dominion itself. 

The different forms which the kingdom of men has assumed 
since the overthrow of Nineveh are represented in the before
named symbols of the book of Daniel. The metallic image is 
that kingdom that will exist when Gog comes to fall upon the 
mountains oflsrael. If an observer take up a position contem
porary with that crisis, and view the Kingdom of Men as it will 
then have existed from the beginning of its ascendancy over 
the House of Judah or of David, he will perceive five distinct 
forms; such as the Chaldean, the Medo-Persian, the Macedonian 
or Grecian, the Roman and the Russian; represented in the 
order of their enumeration by the gold, the silver, the brass, 
the iron, and the clay. 

But all the important characteristics of the Kingdom of Men 
in relation to the House of David and the saints (the heirs of 
the Divine government styled the Kingdom of God) and Judah, 
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could not be exhibi ted in a compound metallic image ofa man: 
it was, therefore, necessary to introduce other symbols for its 
elucidation. 

In the third chapter of Daniel, we are presented with an 
interesting illustration of the impiety and blasphemy of the 
Kingdom of Men ; of its hostility to the people of the House of 
David or the Jews, whether such by nature, or by walking in 
the steps of the faith of Abraham, or by adoption ; of the fur
nace of affliction through which they would have to pass in 
rejecting the superstitions of the Kingdom of Men , and in ad
hering to the truth of God; of their meeting with the Deliverer 
in their extremity; of the destruction of their tormentors; of 
their final deliverance; and of the ascription at last of blessing, 
and honor and glory, and power to the God of Israel by the 
assembled nations, when God 's people shall be promoted to 
the direction of human affairs, and the Kingdom of Men shall 
beno more. 

Nebuchadnezzar, in referring to his dream, and to the won
derful deliverance of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and 
to the Tree-Stump banded with Brass and Iron, styles them 
"signs and wonders that the High God hath wrought towards 
me ," He might well exclaim-"How great are hisS/GNSI and 
how mighty are his WONDERSI His Kingdom is an everlast
ing Kingdom, and his dominion from generation to genera
tion" (Dan. 4:3,34). 

By the Image-sign, Nebuchadnezzar learned for the first 
time that the God of Israel was above all gods and kings; and 
that He intended, notwithstanding the Chaldeo-Babylonish 
conquest of Judah, and reduction of their city and temple to 
ruin, to have a kingdom among the generations of men, which 
in turn should destroy their kingdom, originally founded by 
Nimroud. 

By the fiery-furnace "wonder" he was taught, that God 
would deliver His servants that trust in Him with a salvation 
which would make them invulnerable to human power, and fit 
to possess the kingdom "which shall not be left to other 
people,"-and, by the sign of the Tree, and the wonder, of 
which he was the subject in his own person, he learned that 
the rulers in the Kingdom of Men could not do as they pleased: 
that those who attained to high places in it (as in his own 
case), were such as He sets up as the most fitting instruments 
186 Berean 2016 



to work out his own purposes: and that the only kingdom that 
will be everlasting on earth is HIS OWN, which is to grind to 
powder and bring to an end all the kingdoms of the Babylon
ish Confederacy of the Latter Days. 

These signs and wonders greatly enlightened the mind and 
subdued the pride of Nebuchadnezzar. He came to know that 
"the Heavens do rule;" or, as Paul expresses it, "The existing 
powers are subjected to the Deity;" an elliptical expression for 
under the Angels ofthe Deity who do his commandments" (Heb. 
2:5,8-10 ; Psa. 103:20). 

The fifth chapter informs us how the Chaldean Royalty was 
finished, and the Kingdom of Men transferred to the Medes 
and Persians; whose dynasty is represented in the seventh and 
eighth chapters by a Bear with three Ribs between its teeth, 
and by a Ram with horns of unequal height. The Medo-Per
sian Royal ty of the Kingdom of Men is represented in the Im
age by the Breast and Arms of Silver; and as the Image is to 
exist complete in the Latter Days, Persia must be a constitu
ent of the dominion represented by it. Persia will, therefore, 
be certainly confederate with Russia at the overthrow of Gog. 

But an interesting announcement was made to Belshatzar, 
styled by Isaiah, "Lucifer, son of the morning," before he fell 
from heaven to go down to the sides of the pit (Isa , 14:4, 12, 
15). It was , that his kingdom was numbered, and, as far as his 
family was concerned, "finished." It was relatively finished, 
not absolutely so; because this finished kingdom was to "be 
divided, and given to the Medes and Persians." The kingdom 
was numbered, and his tenure ofit likewise. His occupation of 
the throne as a member of the golden dynasty had been lim
ited to the seventieth year from the first of Nebuchadnezzar's 
reign (Jer. 27:7; 25 :12). The seventy years were filled up by 
Nebuchadnezzar's reign of forty-four years; Evil-Merodach's, 
of two years; Usurpers, of four years, and nine months; and 
Belshatzar's, grandson ofNebuchadnezzar, ofnineteen years, 
and three months. The Scripture takes no notice of the usurp
ers; I have therefore divided the twenty-six years remaining 
after the death of Nebuchadnezzar in the thirty-seventh of 
Jehoiachin's captivity, between Evil -Merodach and Belshatzar 
in my chronology at the end of Eureka II. 

But the Kingdom of Men , which passed from the golden 
into the silver constitution of the empire, had been numbered, 
Berean 2016 187 



as well as the duration of its Chaldean dynasty. Nebuchadnez
zar was not only informed that the Kingdom of Men should 
fight its last battle with the Kingdom of God "in the latter 
days," but a sign and a wonder were given him by which he 
might know how far remote from his times those appointed 
days should be. The decree of the Watchers concerning the du
ration of the Kingdom, or Banded Stump, is, "Let seven times 
pass over him. " When these seven times should approach their 
termination, the latter days ofthe Kingdom of Men would have 
arrived; and with them the time of the final overthrow of it by 
"THE STONE cut out of the mountain which was not in hands." 

In the first year of Belshatzar's reign, which was nineteen 
before his overthrow by Cyrus, further particulars were repre
sented concerning the relation of the Kingdom of Men, or Ser
pent-power to Messiah the Prince and his coadjutors, through 
whom at length the might of God's Kingdom was to be brought 
to bear on the Serpent-kingdom for its utter destruction at the 
end of the Seven Times. These things were not represen ted to 
the King of Babylon, but to Daniel himself, as especially inter
ested in them. (To be contin ued, God willing) 

Second Voyage To Australia 
(Continued) 

FROM THE BAY OF BISCAY TO NAPLES 
Tuesday, August 3, 1897-Passing through the Bay of Bis

cay: perfect weather: cloudless sky: bright sunshine, without 
too much heat: smooth sea . No land in sight. Out on the bound
less ocean. Our little maid who had never seen the sea is struck 
with its immensity. 

After breakfast, we had our reading in a corner of the sa
loon table when the things were cleared away. It was a delight
ful exercise. It always is so, but some times more than others. 
What a feeding and calming and strengthening and comforting 
of the mind it is to listen to God's voice , direct, without the 
intervention of any human colouring whatever. How empty we 
become without it. 

At first sight, it might seem as ifit could not matter much 
whether we were acquainted or not with the history of things 
recorded in the Bible. The actual fact is different from the 
plausible thought. The present hour is redeemed from its pet
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tiness and weary emptiness, by the mental view of all that is 
involved in the story of God 's doings with Israel. 

Out of it springs a strong principle of present action-a 
basis of present communion with the Eternal-and a constant 
prospect on the forward horizon that exhilarates the spirit 
with the expectation of unspeakable good to come. 

No other line of book-reading has these elements in it. His
tory has no urgent interest for those who look upon it as a 
broken cable, dropped in the fathomless ocean of the past. 
Science is interesting to intellectual curiosity: but there comes 
a moment when the spirit is overwhelmed with the fundamen
tal mystery of things, and the apparent objectlessness ofindi
vidual life . Literature is after all but the written impressions 
and musings of mortal brains like your own-yielding no rock 
to stand on. 

God alone-in His authentic dealings with Israel , by Moses, 
the prophets, Jesus, and the apostles-gives the perfect satis
faction that comes from the blending of all mental function. 
All history-all knowledge-all personal desire-all concern 
for righteousness-all longing for the true, the good, the im
mortal, the perfect-has its place in the knowledge of God 
that comes from daily intimacy with the written record of His 
deeds and thoughts. 

The 119th Psalm does not praise the written testimonies 
too strongly. Tongue cannot tell the sweetness and the peace 
that are in them. Yet people feed on the literary husks of the 
hour, and wither into ignoble ennui, that ends at last in death 
of all kinds. 

Our meals are rather frequent: breakfast at 8: lunch (a 
substantial meal), 12: tea at 3: dinner, 6: and snacks, if you 
like, before going to bed. I suppose voyagers at sea would grow 
weary if it were not so. They get weary enough as it is. 

I wish we could have three simple meals instead of four 
elaborate ones: some people find two enough, if they are suit
able. I think that would do for me very well. But we are obliged 
to conform when we are one of a company. 

On the whole, it might be worse. It was worse on board the 
Miowera, and it was not better on the aruba-though by the 
standard current among the people who "fare sumptuously 
every day," the cuisine of both vessels would have been pro
nounced "excellent." 
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The German table has more of the simplicities of domestic 
life, which are more contributive to true gastric well-being. The 
high-class menus minister to pride but not to comfort. 

The Gennan stewards, too, are simpler than their English 
confreres -simpler in the good sense: for there is a simplicity 
that belongs to the highest standard of human conduct-the 
divine-as when Jesus said-"Learn ofme: I am meek and lowly 
ofheart. " 

The English steward takes on some ofthe contemptuous hau
teur ofhis superiors. A man should be courteous, whatever else 
he is-e-courteous without being patronising: modest without 
being inane: kind without being cringing. 

The right mixture we shall not see general till the law goes 
forth from Zion-first, with startling vigour, and then with the 
gentleness ofrain on the mown grass. 

We found it somewhat of a practical inconvenience that the 
stewards could not speak English and we could not speak Ger
man. There was a certain compensation in the amusement aris
ing from incomplete efforts at intelligibility, and in the neces
sary resort to those primitive signals that are intelligible to all 
races of mankind. We picked up a few fragments of German, 
and at last got on fairly well. 

In the abstr act , it does seem singular that men of different 
countries, exactly resembling each other in all their instincts, 
capacities and necessities, should differ so radically in that one 
faculty which distinguishes them from the brute creation, and 
which constitutes their principal link with one another. 

There is a reason for it, which the Bible and the Bible alone 
furnishes: and there is a prospect of an end to this relic of bar
barism which the Bible and the Bible alone holds out. The King
dom of God to come, which is the solution of so many things. 

In the evening, I did some writing in the saloon under rather 
difficult circumstances. Our saloon looks out at its fore end on 
the hatch deck lying between the second and third class sa
loons. On this deck, the steerage passengers spend most of their 
time, which they beguile in various games and musical perform
ances, vocal and instrumental. They have among them several 
of the Colonial troops who took part in the Jubilee celebra
tions. 

A grateful country had provided them a free second class 
return passage: but they are not at home among the fairly civi
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lised occupants ofthe saloon, and have chosen to rough it among 
the steerage passengers, among whom they are an added ele
ment of spice. 

They are a dare-devil set of fellows, full of good-humoured 
larks. They have got up a sort of drum-and-fife band, with the 
addition of a concertina and tambourine. To the music ofthese, 
they go through all kinds of antics-including a mock proces
sion, which is greeted, of course, with shouts of laughter. 

As I said, our saloon windows overlook this scene, and as 
they are open for ventilation, the sounds come through with
out much loss. It sounds like a fair. 

I struggle along with the pen against the distraction , when 
presently, a dulcimer, which has been sweetly pounding away 
all day at "God save the Queen" and "Home sweet home," 
strikes up a continuation of these melodies, which are not sick
ening when performed in moderation. 

Then a gentleman comes and sits down at the piano at my 
left elbow, and thumps out a something that does not in the 
circumstances suggest any ideas. The sensation produced by 
this combination of sounds, in connection with the underground 
vibration of the engines, as they force the great vessel through 
the waters, is as if a fair and an earthquake were going on 
together. 

Still , I persevere, when suddenly, with a deafening crash, 
the ship 's brass band strikes up right over head, on the roof of 
the saloon (that is, on our promenade deck when you go up
stairs out ofthe saloon). 

This is a quencher. I surrender and go upstairs, and have a 
soothing walk under the stars. 

* * * 
Wednesday, August 4, 1897 considerable swell on the water 

during the night, from the incoming roll of the Atlantic. The 
vessel rolled and still rolls considerably. Two of our company 
are victims of mal de mer (literally, sea-sick). 

The Spanish coast is in sight on our left: always an interest
ing sight to those who have never seen any sort but English. 

The passengers are becoming acquainted with one another. 
The medical gentleman wants to know of Eusebia if her father 
is a clergyman! No indeed, quoth she: but she could not give a 
description answering to any known classification. 

He had heard of the Christadelphians in a far-off sort of 
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way, seeming to regard them as a species of differentiated jump
ers, or other rhapsodical obscurants. He understood the words 
"magazine" and "editor." He considered, from her father's for
bidding aspect, that he was a devotee of some sort of misan
thropic unsocialism. 

He little reeked the truth, and it would have required a 
miracle to enlighten him. The dictum of Christ remains un
changed-"Thou hast hid these things from the wise and pru
dent, and hast revealed them unto babes." 

A portly, full-grown, heady doctor, with no knowledge of 
the Scriptures, but an intellectual cramming with the techni
calities and speculative doctrines of Science, can scarcely on 
any principle be included among "the babes" of Christ's dis
course. 

Whether or no, he regarded the things that were precious 
to Christ as beneath his serious notice-as so many others do. 
The friends of Christ cannot choose to deny Christ in any meas
ure for the sake of conciliating a class that the upshot of things 
will show to be mere bags of wind.-"The Lord ofHosts hath 
purposed to stain the pride ofall glory and to bring into con
tempt all the honourable ofthe earth." 
"Ye seeyour calling, brethren, that not many wise men after the 
flesh, not many noble are called, but God hath chosen the weak 
things ofthis world to confound the mighty. " 

Our young evolution enthusiast from Sydney-(by the way, 
it is better to see a young man an enthusiast about anything in 
the intellectual line, if it is only the varieties of lepidoptera 
than growing up a vapid votary of sport)-said young gentle
man showing clear eye and earnest conviction to the extent of 
his light, sufficiently engaged the interest ofsome members of 
our company as to lead them to show him and ask him to read 
Nazareth Revisited. 

He promised to do so in a manner that seemed to indicate 
sincere purpose. He afterwards did so in a measure that seemed 
to indicate an altered attitude. 

It transpired that he was acquainted with brother Killop, 
of Sydney. He mentioned him as the only Christadelphian he 
knew, and said he admired his character so much that he should 
be glad to know the principles that guided him. 

The Indian banker turned out to be a Scotchman from Ed
inburgh, who was acquainted with some of our relations in 
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that city. He had some impressions of things in harmony with 
the truth, but wanted to know more. 

He had much conversation with the daughters, and ex
pressed a strong desire that someone on board would tackle 
their father. All have looked askance as yet, but are very brave 
in the smoke-room (ha , ha!)-which I do not frequent . 

* * * 
Thursday, August 5, 1897-Day fine, but swell on the water 

still considerable. Towards mid-day, passed Cape St. Vincent, 
and veering eastwards towards the en trance of the Medi terra
nean, the sea became smoother, to the happy relief of our two 
sea-sick ones. Also, the air became balmier. 

The band performs on deck at intervals: the steerage pas
sengers drowse during the day, and become chirpy like crick
ets towards evening, when the whole ship seems to burst into 
the discordant musical sounds of a fair. 

* * * 
Friday, August 6, 1897-0ur passengers had been looking 

forward to see Gibraltar, at which the Darmstadt does not 
call, but sails sufficiently near to admit of a good view. But on 
getting up this morning we were informed that we had passed 
"at two o'clock to-night"-that is, during the night. We were 
now in the Mediterranean, with the mountainous coast of Spain 
dimly visible on the left horizon, and the coast of North Africa 
still more dim on the right. 

The day is glorious :heaven unclouded, air balmy, sea smooth: 
the vessel without perceptible motion , except the throb-throb 
of the engines, which are pulling us rapidly through the wa
ter-so rapidly, that we are nearly a day ahead of our time. 

In the afternoon, several Mediterranean whales became vis
ible on our right bow, both in the white water sprays they sent 
up from the blue surface of the sea, and the black glance of 
their fat-looking bodies. They are a small species compared 
with the Arctic monsters. 

There was much reading and pleasant intercourse on deck 
in the intervals of meals, and, on my part, considerable contri
bution to this record in the saloon. 

* * * 
Saturday, August 7,1897-It began to be hot yesterday. To

day it is hotter. The sky is not absolutely cloudless, but it is 
very bright. The sun blazes from the midst of the blue. There 
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in blankets with such a high thermometer, or sleeping without 
them with the oozing moistures and perspirations. 

To make matters worse, we could not have a bath when the 
horrors of the night were over, because of the foulness of the 
harbour water. (To be continued, God willing) 

I Do Rejoice, Yea, And Will Rejoice! 
By BROTHERG. V.GROWCOn 

(Cont inued) 

Jesus said-"By this shall all men know that ye are my dis
ciples- 1F YE HAVE LOVE ONE TO ANOTHER" (I n . 13:35). 

To what extent do we conform to this essential requirement 
ofdiscipleship? Love does not plead the excuse of unloveliness 
in others-rather in such it finds an opportunity to demon
strate its own unselfishness and power. Paul desired this heav
enly fruit in his converts that (v 16) he might rejoice in the day 
of Christ that he had not run in vain, for truly unless their 
spiritual growth in Christ reaches the full ripeness of unself
ish, uncomplaining love, his efforts on them had been com 
pletely wasted, as on a barren tree. 

* * * 
He planned (v, 19) to send Timothy to them soon, as his 

messenger of consolation, he said. And then comes a revealing 
note which, though infinitely tragic, has an aspect of comfort 
for us in this dark day (vs, 20, 21)

"1 have no one else to send-for all seek their own, not the 
things which are J esus Christ's." 
All were wrapped up in their own quite legitimate, but quite 

temporal, interests. How meaningless it will all seem in retro
spect when the day of golden opportunity is passed, and the 
only reality left is the judgment seat of Christ! Can we mea
sure our own lives and activities by this unsparing yardstick, 
and be content? 

The comfort of the picture lies in the fact that even the 
apostolic times were "a day of small things." It was a very 
re stricted and family affair. "My son Timothy . . . 1 have no one 
else to send . . . " 

But still the apostle is not discouraged or cast down
"Finally, my brethren (3:1), rejoice in the Lord. " 
Again he returns to his basic theme of rejoicing, which noth
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ing can quench. The aged and forsaken prisoner is encourag
ing those who are younger, at liberty, and have the advantage 
of ecclesial companionship. But it was fitting, for he possessed 
in much fuller measure than they-the one real , never-failing 
source of joy-the vivid awareness of the power of the love of 
Christ. 

The word translated "Finally" literally means "remainder" 
and the sense is, "This, then, remains . . . " He uses the same 
word again in chapter 4:8, "FINALLY, whatsoever things are 
true, etc." This word is translated "Henceforth" in the expres
sion, "HENCEFORTH there is laid up for me a crown ofrigh
teousness" (2 Tim. 4:8). This remains, in spite of all passing 
sorrow-"Rejoice in the Lord" 

V. 3-"We worship God in the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ 
Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. " 
"Worship God, and rejoice in Christ" The closer we come to 

that as our fixed and habitual frame of mind, the closer we are 
to the mind of the Spirit, which is life and peace. 

"Have no confidence in the flesh. " 
This is infinitely far-reaching. Jesus said

"He that loseth his life for my sake shall find it" (Matt. 
10:39). 
Paul had done just that, as he goes on to say, and he had 

done it gladly-even eagerly. 
All that had made up his former life of satisfaction and 

pride, he had cast aside. He saw the emptiness and falseness 
and unsoundness of it all. The mind of the flesh seeks self
expression and self-gratification in a thousand different, subtle 
ways-many of them apparently righteous, noble and good, 
but pride is at the bottom of them all. Wemust see through it. 
We must abhor every ugly impulse of self-assertion and self
esteem. We must empty ourselves of self, and be overwhelmed 
with our utter insignificance. 

"What is man, that Thou, God, art mindful ofhim?" (Psa . 
8:4 )-pitiful specks of briefly animated dust in the immeasur
able vastness of eternity. Who are we to even think we have a 
thought worth thinking? 

"Worship God in the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ, and have 
no confidence in the flesh" (3 :3) . 
"I count all things but dung that I may win Christ, and be 
found in him; that I may KNOW him, and the POWER of 
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his resurrection, and the FELLOWSHIP ofhis sufferings
ifby ANYMEANS I might attain!" (Phil. 3:8-11). 
Surely we can but sadly smile when some speak disparag

ingly of "extremists" in the race for life. How pale the most 
extreme would appear before the intensity of the apostle's fer
vent strivings and desire! 

"In stripes abovemeasure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths 
oft . . . beaten with rods, stoned, scourged with whips . . . 
weariness, painfulness, watchings, hunger, thirst, cold, na
kedness . . . " (2 Cor. 11:23-27) . 
And yet he says (vs. 12-17)

"I count not myself to have attained . . . I strive that ifby 
any means I MIGHT attain . . . I PRESS toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus . . . Brethren, BE FOLLOWERS OF ME." 
And then he goes on in sadness (vs, 18-19) to speak of those 

who walked as the enemies of the cross of Christ whose end 
is destruction ... whose glory is their shame who mind 
earthly things. 

Is it so terrible to "mind earthly things"? Does it call for 
such extreme condemnation? Houses, lawns, furniture, auto
mobiles, business, what shall we eat? What shall we wear?-all 
must be attended to in their time and season-but where is 
our heart? What fills our interests? Where does our mind natu
rally love to turn?-patterns, recipes, needlework, hobbies, 
workshops, gardens, photographs, recreation, sports? . .. or 
the eternal things ofGod? 

"Set your affection on things above, not on things on the 
earth" (Col. 3:2). 
"I count all things but loss . . . I press-I strive-I strain 
toward the mark . . . ifby any means I might attain to the 
transcendent, eternal glory ofoneness with Christ. 

* * * 
"Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed-for, my 
joy and my crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly 
beloved" (4:1). 
Does this overflowing manifestation of affection seem to us 

extreme and overdone? Are we, like the Corinthians, afraid to 
open our hearts to one another? Are we cold, and reserved, 
and self-contained? Peter exhorts (1 Pet. 4:8)

"ABOVEALL THINGS, have fervent loveamongyourseloes. " 
That will solve most problems. 
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There is nothing ordinary or commonplace about the glori
ous Gospel of Christ. It means a complete and revolutionary 
transformation of the heart. It is all or nothing. 

Then once more (v, 4) comes that exultant refrain
"Rej oice in the Lord always: and AGAIN I say, REJOICE!" 
How eager and anxious he was that they should enjoy the 

full glory and power of their holy calling-that they should 
share with him the transporting joy and peace oflife in Christ! 

V. 5-"Let your rrwderation"- the word really means"gentle
ness" and is so translated in other place&-"Letyour GENTLE
NESS be known unto all men ." 

Christ's true brethren will be universally known for their 
unfailing gentleness in all relationships and circumstances. 
Gen tleness is the manifestation of a calm and spiritual mind
"Be careful for nothing" (v 6) 
-let nothing make you anxious or upset--take every problem 
to God in thanksgiving and prayer. 

''And the peace ofGod, which passeth all understanding 
(v, 7), SHALL keep your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus." 
He speaks in terms of unshakable assurance. He has no 

doubts of the unfailing efficacy of His Divine prescription . 
"Finally, my brethren, whatsoever things are tru e, honest, 
just, pure, lovely, and ofgood report-THINK ON THESE 
THINGS" (v. 8) 
The practical wisdom of this counsel, even from a natural 

point ofview, is surely obvious. The folly of the opposite course 
is surely manifest. To keep the mind occupied with thoughts of 
things that are lovely and pure is not only beneficial and spiri
tually upbuilding-it is also self-evidently the course of peace 
and happiness. But, above all, the crowning promise of this 
way is (v, 9)

"The God ofpeace shall be with you. " 
He finds occasion, in conclusion , to rejoice in them again 

(verse 10)-that their care of him in his affliction had flour
ished. In the intimacy of his special affection for them, he 
reminds them (verse 15) that when he was establishing the 
ecclesias, they alone of all the churches had been concerned to 
contribute to his daily needs. Philippi was in Macedonia. To 
the rich Corinthians he said

"The deep poverty ofthe ecclesias ofMacedonia abounded 
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unto the riches of their liberality . . . beyond their power 
they were willing . . . praying us with much entreaty that we 
would receive the gift" (2 Cor. 8:1-4). 
And later, in chapter 11, he tells the Corinthians that he 

had accepted nothing from them, relying rather on the hard
earned assistance of the Macedonian brethren. He refused the 
help of the rich, and accepted that of the struggling poor. He 
refused the help of the Corinthians, he said (2 Cor. 11:12), that 
he might cut off occasion from them that desired occasion
that he might not give them cause to glory that they had sup
ported him. 

How much this tells us of the confidence of his intimacy 
with the brethren and sisters of Philippi-that he did not hesi
tate to share the meager resources of their poverty with them! 
There were no puffing-up, pride-gratifying riches here-no dan
ger that the well-to-do would glory over him that of their abun
dance they had patronizingly supported this indigent wanderer, 
among their various charitable hobbies. Rich Philippians-pow
erful in their poverty! Poor Corinthians-impotent in their opu
lence! 

Arising out of this consideration, he beautifully reveals to 
them the secret ofhis divine peace ofmind (vs. 11-12)

"I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be 
content. I know both how to be abased, and I know how to 
abound: everywhere and in all things I am instructed both 
to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and suffer need." 
"I have learned . . . I am instructed. " 
It was a state of mind that had to come by a process of 

learning. Jesus said: "LEARN ofme, for I am meek and lowly 
in heart" (Matt. 11:29). And of the Son of God himself it is 
recorded, "He LEARNED obedience by the things that he suf
fered" (Heb. 5:8) . 

This word "instructed" in verse 12 means to be initiated into 
divine mysteries. It is the only place it occurs in the Scriptures. 

"I can do ALL THINGS through Christ who strengtheneth 
me" (v, 13). 

That was the glorious secret into which he had been initi
ated, and it must be ours. "When I am weak, then am I strong" 
(2 Cor. 12:10). When I most fully realize and am impressed 
with my utter helplessness, then am I most strong through the 
transforming power of Christ. 
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V. 20-"Unto God beglory for ever and ever. " 
This dare not be just a form of words, or an occasional 

remembrance. " 
"Thou hast created all things, and for Thy pleasure they 
are, and were created" (Rev. 4:11). 
Let us keep that before us as a continual perspective of the 

purpose of our life and walk in the world. Our part in the 
glorious, unbounded future depends upon whether our lives 
and characters contribute to the glory and pleasure of God . 

* * * 
V. 21-"S alute every saint in Christ Jesus." 
Not just "ALL saints," but "EVERY saint"--each one sepa

rately and individually. A beautiful concluding thought: "Sa
lute EVERYsaint in Christ. "Consider them all, over and over, 
one by one, in loving and prayerful remembrance, after the 
wonderful example of the aged apostle, that the whole body, 
fitly joined together according to the effectual working of ev
ery part, may grow up in Christ unto the edifying of itself in 
love. 

"The grace ofour Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. " 

"Seal Not The Sayings Of The Prophecy" 
"Thou art worthy to take the book, and to 

open the seals thereof . . . " 
By BRO. E.W. BANTA 

One day while Jesus sat on the Mount of Olives with four of 
his apostles, overlooking Jerusalem with its magnificent tem
ple, they talked about the future-about the destruction of 
Jerusalem and about his second coming. So the disciples asked 
him

"Tell us, when shall these things be?And what shall be the 
sign ofthy coming and the end ofthe age?" 
Jesus told them about the coming destruction of the temple, 

when not one stone would be left upon another that would not 
be thrown down; and he told them about the signs of his sec
ond coming and the end of the age. But there were many things 
connected with the times and seasons that were withheld, even 
from Jesus, at that time, as we see from the words he spoke to 
them

"But ofthat day and that hour knoweth no man, no not the 
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angels which are in heaven, NEITHER THE SON, but the 
Father." 
On the day that Jesus ascended to heaven, the apostles asked 

him again about the setting up of his Kingdom, but they re
ceived no definite reply. He told them

"It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the 
Father hath put in His Own power." 
It was about sixty years after this incident, while John was 

in exile on the isle of Patmos, that Jesus sent and revealed to 
him the things we read in this last book of the Bible, called

"The Revelation ofJesus Christ, which God gave unto him, 
to show unto his servants things which must shortly come 
to pass, and he sent and signified it by his angel to his 
servant John." 
The things contained in this book had been sealed up to this 

time. This fact is indicated by what we read in the fifth chap
ter. There John sees a book in the right hand of him that sat 
upon the throne written within and on the backside, SEALED 
WITH SEVEN SEALS. 

About 600 years before this, Daniel was told
"Gothy way, Daniel; for the words areclosed up andSEALED 
till the time of the end. " 
But now, at the end of the first century, the Father had 

given Jesus a knowledge of the intervening events that would 
lead up to the consummation when Jesus would return to the 
earth and set up his kingdom. This is indicated in the words

"Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals 
thereof; for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by 
thy blood out ofevery kindred and tongue, and people and 
nation, and hast made us unto our God kings and priests, 
and we shall reign on the earth. " 
Jesus loves his brethren, so when the Father revealed these 

things to him, and put the control of world events into his 
hands, he wanted his brothers and sisters who were so deeply 
interested in the divine purpose on the earth to know them. 

The attitude oftrue brethren of Christ with respect to these 
things as contained in the visions of the prophets, but sealed 
up, so that even the prophets themselves had to enquire and 
search diligently to understand the times and seasons, is ex
pressed by the apostle John, as a faithful representative of his 
brethren of all ages and generations. When John saw the book 
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containing the things to be revealed, and when he heard the 
angel proclaim with a loud voice-"WHO is worthy toopen the 
book, and to loose the seals thereof?"-he was deeply interested. 
He wanted to know how long the holy city would be trodden 
under foot of the Gen tiles, and the people of God stand before 
the God of the earth in the sackcloth-prophesying condition of 
their affairs. 

How long would the saints be under the heel of the oppres
sor, and God's land and His people be desolate and scattered 
by the horns of the Gentiles? 

John was saddened indeed when he heard that
"No man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth was 
able to open the book, neither to look thereon ." 
And so John says

"[ WEPT MUCH because no man was found worthy to open 
and to read the book, neither to look thereon. " 
Was the book closed forever? 
John's tears were turned to joy unspeakable when one of the 

elders told him
"Weep, not: Behold, The Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the 
Root ofDavid, HATH PREVAILED to open the book, and to 
loose the seven seals thereof" (To continued, God willing) 

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy 
BRITAIN STANDING APART FROM EU PROMOTES 
RUSSIA'S CAUSE 

"The power destined to play the conspicuous part - is 
RUSSIA. That it will dominate all the ten kingdoms [of 
Europe], subdue Turkey, and incorporate Persia into its 
empire; but that when it has reached its zenith, it will in 
turn be precipitated into the abyss, and its dominion sup
pressed for a thousand years ... 

"Britain is not included in the ten toes. She is reserved of 
God to antagonize Russia, as she did France, when all Eu
rope was prostrate at the feet of "Napoleon Ie Grand". The 
ten toes belong to [Nebuchadnezzar's] image as a united 
dominion; hence Britain cannot be included among them 
unless it is first conquered by the overshadowing power, 
which it will not be, as is clearly demonstrable from many 
parts of the divine testimony. Russia will command the land, 
and Britain rule the sea" (Elpis Israei.pp, 327-328). 
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This statement, and accompanying evidence from the 
Word, have long given Bible students the expectation that 
Britain will stand apart from Europe. The current flurry 
of activity around "Brexit" is a demonstration-a sign
that Britain's part is to be separate from the continental 
territory to fall under the rule of Gogue, which territory 
will include France and Germany, or "Gomer" and "Magog" 
respectively of Ezekiel 38

Alexei Pushkov, on e of the top Russian foreign policy offi
cials, said Britain had "zer o role in Ukraine and a third-rate 
role in Syria" because of its unconstruetive policy towards Mos
cow. A Britain outside the EU would allow Russia to play this 
card more. In a Europe that was angry at Britain for leaving, 
Russia could also see opportunities. 

"Russia is enjoying the disintegration of Europe; the refugee 
crisis is in Russia's interests and Russia is inflaming it," said 
Alex Ryabchyn, a Ukrainian MP. He said the British voice in
side the EU was vital for keeping pressure on smaller countries 
to put up a united front against Moscow. 

"In France or Germany there are strong pro-Russian 
camps, and Britain doesn't have that; Britain has always been 
a strong voice inside Europe advocating for Ukraine with coun
tries like Greece and Spain, without that voice Europe will be 
much weaker on Ru ssia. "- Guardian, 5/16 
RUSSIA STILL IN SYRIA AND NOT WITHDRAWING 

Not only is it interested in Europe, Russia is continuing 
to strengthen its position in relation to strategic points of 
entry to the Middle East and the Mediterranean. Its publi
cized drawdown of forces from Syria was a sham, and dem
onstrates that Russian forces will be in the area of Israel 
for the long-haul-

Despite pledging to withdraw the majority of its forces from 
Syria in March, the Russian military remains firmly entrenched 
throughout the country and is even continuing to expand in 
some areas, the Pentagon said. 

Russian capabilities are "almost identical" to what they were 
before President Vladimir Putin 's announcement that his 
coun try 's forces would soon be returning home. 

"They continue to have air power there, they continue to 
have ground forces, they continue to have artillery, said War
ren, speaking from Baghdad. "They still have Spetsnaz provid
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ing advice and assistance to the Syrian regime." Spetsnaz are 
Russian Special Operationsforces.-Wash. Post, 5/16 
RUSSIAN PRESENCE IN SYRIA CAUSING SIGNIFICANT 
STRESS TO ISRAEL 

The continuing Russian presence in Syria is leading to 
difficulties for the Israeli leadership-

Last month, on the eve of Passover, Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu jumped onto his plane and rushed to 
Moscow. He returned later that same day. 

The eve of Passover is arguably the busiest day of the year in 
Israel. It 's true for every sector oflsraeli life, politics included. 
Busier even than the eve of Rosh HaShannah or Yom Kippur. 
And yet, Mr. Netanyahu flew off to visit President Vladimir 
Putin. The trip took on the status of "high risk" even "near 
crisis." A pro forma visit to Moscow had been planned to Rus
sia, but without the urgency. 

The agenda was hurriedly changed after a Russian fighter 
jet was scrambled to intercept an Israeli jet. And the week 
before that, Israeli jets were targeted by Russian jets. Israel 
did not respond to these aggressive Russian acts, the air force 
showed maturity by not responding and risking a major inter
national crisis. 

On his trip to Moscow Netanyahu was accompanied by the 
head of the Israeli air force, Major General Amir Eshel, as well 
as his military advisor, Brigadier General Eliezer Toledano. 

These issues between air forces should never have happened. 
In September of 2015, in a series of top secret meetings that 
took place in Tel Aviv, a special mode of communication was 
set up between Israel and Russia to resolve such issues. The 
objective of the September meetings was to prevent any mis
hap and to make certain that Israel and Russia would not fly 
over one another in Syria. Russia and Israel even exchanged 
specially designated and encrypted cell phones. But the system 
failed . 

It was all supposed to be a coordinated effort. And then, 
right before Passover, it all seemed to collapse. 

So the Prime Minister of Israel headed straight into, so to 
speak, the lion's den (emphasis added-T.D.C.). The situation 
needed to be resolved immediately. 

The stakes in the air in and around Syria is very high. The 
atmosphere is very tense always. Fourteen air forces fly in 
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Syrian skies. Fourteen. That fact alone is cause for worry
mistakes are made all the time. 

The US, Britain, Canada, France, Australia, Russia, Israel, 
China, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Qatar, Bahrain, Turkey and of 
course Syria all fly around in Syria. They are bound to bounce 
up against one another and it is inevitable that some country, 
at some time, will fly out of bounds. That is what happened 
when Turkey shot down a Russian plane. The action resulted 
in flaming crash of Turkish-Russian relations. 

But why now-and why Israel and Russia? 
The meeting between Mr. Putin and Mr. Netanyahu lasted 

for about three hours. In the course of that meeting, Eshel and 
Toledano broke off and met with their Russian counterparts, 
Russian Defense Minister Sergey Shoigu and his mili tary team. 

Explaining the urgency of his pre-Passover flight to Russia, 
the Israeli prime minister said that "there have been prob
lems" between Israel and Russia in Syria. He was, of course, 
referring to the freedom of Israel to operate in Syrian without 
risk of Russian intervention. Mr. Netanyahu went further and 
warned that, "If you don 't deal with the friction , it could de
velop into something more serious." 

At the conclusion of the meeting Mr. Netanyahu briefed re
porters. "I carne here," he said, "wi th one main goal-to 
strengthen the security coordination between us so as to avoid 
mishaps, misunderstandings and unnecessary confrontations." 

Mr. Putin is said to have been shocked by the information 
that Russian planes were aggressively engaging with Israeli 
planes over Syria. According to sources, he said that he heard 
it for the first time from the Israeli prime minister in the meet
ing. I doubt that. Russia has a series of both ongoing and evolv
ing agendas for the Middle East. 

Ru ssia is very good at teasing out information and intelli
gence-maybe better than any other nation. This dangerous 
game that they initiated and were playing with Israel had an 
objective. Mr. Putin wanted to see how Israel would respond. 
He wanted to know how quickly Israel would be to react. 

The Russians got what they wanted. They now have a font 
of information they sought to obtain. 

For now at least, that game is over.-Observer, 5/16 
BRITAIN-MASTERY OF THE SEA 

With Russian intentions becoming more obvious through 
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a constant testing of defenses and political influences 
through Europe and the Middle East, Britain is beginning 
to rouse itself to the role it is to playas ruler of the seas 
of Europe-

Able to launch up to 108 air strike sorties per day, Britain's 
new aircraft carriers will make potential enemies "think twice" 
about starting future wars, their senior naval officer has said . 

The new Queen Elizabeth Class carriers will be become 
Britain's most potent conventional weapon and change the 
way the Royal Navy does business, Capt Simon Petitt said. 

The two vast 67,000 tonne vessels, which have cost £6.2bn 
for the pair, are the largest warships ever built in Britain. 

The first of the ships to be ready, HMS Queen Elizabeth, is 
due to start sea trials next year and is expected to be ready for 
its first deployment in 2021. Its sister ship, the Prince ofWales, 
is expected to be ready around 18 months later. 

The vast ships, which are being built by an army of 10,000 
workers, have a four acre flight deck and are taller than the 
Niagara Fall s. 

Capt. Petitt, senior naval officer for the two vessels, said 
they would become the UK's "most potent strategic weapon 
[for] con tinuous at-sea deterren t." 

"It is about stopping wars rather than starting them. If 
someone does want to start a war I think they might think 
twice if they see one of these ships coming over the horizon . 

"We have never seen these ships before. It will change the 
way the Navy does its business." 

He said he could "certainly see" the vessels used in cam
paigns against Islamic State in Iraq and Levant (Isil) and ex
pected them to be sen t to the Gulfon deployment when ready. 

The two warships will become the centrepiece of the Royal 
Navy when they enter service carrying F35B stealth jump jets. 

Capt Petitt, senior naval officer for the two ships, said they 
would add "enormous punch to the capability the Royal Navy 
has got". But he predicted they would also increase British in
fluence overseas. 

He said: "1 think [Putin] will be looking very carefully 
at these. Carriers have huge weight. It's no surprise that when 
Obama announces military stuff, he does it on the deck of an 
aircraft carrier. They are definitely the modern equivalent of a 
battleship. " 
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They are designed to hold up to 36 F35B stealth fighters and 
four Merlin helicopters, but could also hold Chinooks and 
Apache gunships. The ships are also expected to play host to 
United States Marines F35 jets during joint training an d mis
sions, 

Britain has been without aircraft carriers since the 2010 de
fence review. Capt Petitt said the Navy "couldn 't wait" to see 
the return of carriers, which would offer "military options and 
political choice". 

He said : "If you imagine the Gulf War and the American 
carriers put aircraft deep in to Iraq to bomb Hussain 's bunkers 
and strategic targets, we can do that. 

"If you imagine Sierra Leone where we dropped Royal 
Marines onto the beaches, we can do that. Ifyou can imag
ine Libya where we had Apache [helicopters] dealing with 
the more tactical targets near the beach , we can do that." 

-Telegraph, 5/16 
FRENCH AGITATION IN THE MIDEAST 

On the other side of the English Channel, France is look
ing to take a leading role in reviving the peace efforts in 
the Middle East. This is significant because of Paul's warn
ing-"for when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sud
den destruction cometh upon them" (I Thess. 5:3}-allud
ing to the great trouble that will suddenly agitate Europe 
and critically distress Israel. France, because of its unique 
position in Rev. 16:13 as the ancient frog-symbol originator 
of "unclean spirits" that will agitate the nations, is ex
pected to be at the forefront of international efforts af
fecting Europe in the Middle East. Or, as brother Roberts 
wrote-"Here, then, are two notable signs to be looked for, 
as indicative of the approach of the end. First-The deca
dence of the Turkish Empire, and second-the predomi
nance of French influence at the great political council 
board of Europe" (Christendom Astray,p. 388). 

French President Francois Hollande is scheduled to kick off 
an international conference on the Middle East in Paris with 
the participation of 26 countries and international organiza
tions, but not Israel nor the Palestinian Authority. 

Israel has come out adamantly against the summit, with For
eign Ministry director-general Dore Gold saying that it will 
fail. The Palestinian Authority has warmly welcomed the con
ference. 
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Although Russia, Germany, Britain and Japan will be among 
the 26 representations at the conference, they will not be 
represented by their foreign ministers. 

The summit will be the first international gathering on the 
Middle East peace process since then US President George 
Bush convened the Annapolis conference in 2007. 

The meeting's initial focus is to reaffirm existing interna
tional texts and resolutions that are based on achieving a Pal
estinian State in the West Bank and Gaza Strip co-existing 
with Israel, an outcome the French said in a pre-summit docu
ment is increasingly coming under threat. 

That document blamed the threat to the two-state solution 
primarily on settlement activity, without mentioning Pales
tinian violence, the Hamas-Fatah split, or the consistent Pal
estinian refusal to recognize Israel as the nation state of the 
Jewish people . 

However, French Foreign Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault said 
that in order for there to be an agreement, the Palestinians 
needed reconciliation between Hamas in Gaza and Fatah in 
the West Bank, and that Hamas needed to take the first step 
by recognizing Israel , accepting previous Israeli-Palestinian 
agreements, and forswearing violence. 

The Paris meeting will try to establish working groups com
prising various coun tries that would meet in the coming months 
and tackle all aspects of the peace process. 

Palestinian chiefnegotiator Saeb Erekat wrote in Le Monde 
that the old method of bilateral talks had failed and that the 
Palestinians were left no choice but to move to a "multilateral 
framework " that would allow the international community to 
impose international law in the region.-JPost, 6/15 

With Russia looking for points of weakness in Europe 
and the Middle East, Britain rearming herself for the sea, 
and France actively inviting international meddling in 
the affairs of Israel, we are thus drawn to the joyful con
clusion that Christ is at the door. "The vision tarrieth not," 

Paul, considering this day, warned the believers with 
fervent exhortation-"Knotoing the time, lWW is high time 
to awake outofsleep! for lWW is our salvation nearer than 
when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand: 
let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us 
puton the armour oflight" (Rom. 13:1l-12).-T.D,C. 
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Ecclesial News (Continued [rom page 182) 

and encourage them to keep up the good work. We also encour
age others to spare some time and send us thoughtful comments 
to assist upbuild the young ecclesia in Kenya to grow steadily to 
maturity on the narrow path. This is not always an easy job to 
maintain especially during these days of laxity resembling those 
of Noah and Lot. 

On 27th December to Jan. 1st, 2017, Lord willing, we plan to 
have our next special study effort on the book of Apocalypse 
which forms a nice sequel to the last study of Daniel. The theme 
will be "FEAR GOD AND GIVE HIM GLORY." We are aware 
the book needs some historical information to comprehensively 
come to grips with some of its portions but also it has concise 
vivid warnings for all true saints living at the eve of the second 
coming of Christ, judgment and glorification. It also contains a 
mine of comfort and encouraging blessings to bolster us to in
crease our faith and stand firm during these our days of proba
tion. Therefore we warmly welcome all, brothers and sisters, to 
take a portion with us during the special effort. 

For those not able to attend in person, forget not to scribble 
something and send in , who knows whether it's your thoughtful 
contribution that will keep that sister or that brother in good 
standing until the Lord comes and finds him/her acceptable to 
the glorious Kingdom! 

We are pleased to announce that during the last study effort, 
we also witnessed a good confession of faith from bro. Amos 
Wanjala Kunani and on behalf of the brotherhood welcomed him 
into fellowship on the first day of the week of 27th Dec., 2015. 
Bro. Amos does casual labour at Nairobi and had sent in his 
written answers to the Christadelphian baptismal questions in 
August of that year. He had been a member of another group 
and left it some years back. His sister-wife who is still a member 
of the group also attended the entire study days and witnessed 
her brother/husband give his confession of faith. We hope the 
interest she also showed will produce good fruits. We are also 
using bro. Amos to assist another contact from Nairobi, sis. Sophie 
Macklyne from another group and they are having regular stud
ies together. We hope good news will come forth in the near fu
ture Lord willing. 

On another joyous note we announce the giving of a good con
fession of faith from bro. Samuel Simiyu Kiliswa and a welcome 
into fellowship on lOth Apr., 2016. We have twice a few years 
back travelled to his place of work at Mombasa to discuss the 
Truth. He had also sent in his written answers to the baptismal 
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questions in August of the same year which were good and had 
planned to attend the study effort but was denied leave by his 
employer though he had told him earlier. He had to supervise 
some delicate work during the study days . Bro . Samuel was also 
from another group and had left it for more than 5 years. 

On yet another bright note, we are extremely happy to an
nounce another giving of a good confession of faith and a wel
come into fellowship on 1st May,2016 of bro. Ephraim Maaka of 
Tirinyi town, Uganda. Wehave been in contact with bro. Ephraim 
for about a month after his request to join our fellowship. He 
previously had been an adherent of Anglican church but was 
instructed in the Truth and baptised by another group in 2012. 
He left them one year ago. 

Three members from our ecclesia made a successful trip to 
Uganda on 30th Apr., 2016. Bre. Eliud Simiyu, Shawn Tyler and 
our sis. Sellah Siekisa delved inside Uganda approximately 130km 
from Busia border to attend to the fellowship request from bro . 
Ephraim. We met a wonderful family who welcomed us warmly. 

Bro. Ephraim is married to Florence Namugabwe a primary 
teacher by profession and are blessed with two children. Flo
rence though still an adherent of Anglican church, has willingly 
accepted to study the Truth with us and we have promptly re
sponded by availing her with necessary Gospel study material 
and also we've arranged for online correspondence. 

We hope in the near future to have good news of her progress 
as she already has some good grasp of material presented in the 
Christadelphian Instructor booklet which she willingly showed 
us . Bro. Ephraim teaches in a private Secondary School. For 
encouragements, reach bro. Ephraim through his email 
emaaka2@gmail.com. He will furnish us with his postal address 
details later. 

We hope and pray that all our new brothers will grow in truth 
and grace and be an oasis of truth and service to many in Uganda, 
Kenya and elsewhere. 

Some work still goes on in regard to other contacts in Uganda 
and Kenya. 

With love and greetings from the Webuye Berean Christadel
phian ecclesia-bro. Shawn Tyler 

One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Continued from page 216) 

Chaldeans and Greeks, the only effect of it upon their minds, 
not to qualify them for the discovery of truth-"the wisdom 
hidden from the ages and the generations, even the hidden wis
dom of God"-but to cause them to corrupt the Law, and to 

21 2 Berean 2016 



depart from Jehovah, and to make the Word of God of none
effect by their traditions, as Jesus often told them ... 
Our Gentile clergy, whose principles are more heathen and 
Rabbinical than Scriptural, have adopted the same fallacy as 
the basis of all their theological establishments for the devel
opment of you thful "divines"-the necessity of indoctrination 
in "the wisdom of the world," to qualify them to search into 
religion to teach it! 
By "wisdom of the world," we mean, philosophy, arts, sciences, 
philology, "divinity," and so forth . But this is not necessary to 
the understanding of "the wisdom of God in a mystery," but 
rather positively a preventative, is proved by the fact, that so 
long they work by "rhetoricians' rules," they never come to 
the knowledge of the Truth.-HeraLd, 1858 

* * * 
A second article of bro . Thomas' was on the question of, "Should Unleav
ened Bread be Used In the Memorial Supper?" His Scriptural answer was 
given. We quote in part-

To eat bread and drink wine at the table of the Lord is to "offer 
up spiritual sacrifice." This offering is "acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. 2:5), when offered, not in the 
letter, but in the spirit of the law. 
The letter of the law is, "Thou shalt not offer the blood of bulls 
and goats, heifer and lambs, with fermented bread;" but the 
spirit of the Law, "Thou shalt not eat my flesh and drink my 
blood with malice and wickedness; or thou shalt be guilty of 
the body and blood of the Lord" (In. 6:53-58; 1 Cor. 11:27). 
Weconclude, therefore, that the quality of the bread and wine, 
is to Judaize; and to eat unleavened bread and drink unadul
terated wine with the old leaven, or the leaven of malice and 
wickedness, is to swallow a camel. 
We walk by faith, not by the five senses. The quality of our 
meat or drink commendeth us not to God (1 Cor. 8:8), but the 
fulfilling all righteousness witnessed by the Law and the proph
ets (Matt. 3:15; Rom 3:21). In doing thus, "we worship him in 
spirit and truth" (In. 4:24).-HeraLd, 1856 

* * * 
IN continuing his article on "The Visible Hand of God in Miracles, Signs and 
Wonders,' bro. Roberts stated in part-

The whole incident of the entrance of death into the world
 
by Adam's disobedience, may be considered as the next ex

hibition of the visible hand of God in human affairs-an
 
exhibition reaching down to our own day in the continu

ance and propagation of the death constitution then miracu

lously established . ..
 
The question is-the mortality of Adam's race; how did it come?
 
Was the race created subject to death? or did it come as a spe

cificsuper-addition for the reason that came into play after Adam
 
was made? ...
 
It is impossible to get any light on this subject from geology or
 
any other natural source. Speculation on this subject on scien-
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tific premises is only pretentious maundering. There is a short 
and satisfactory way to the root of the matter. 
As on many other subjects, so in this, the resurrection of Christ 
is the key of the whole position. If Christ rose from the dead, 
Paul, his specially selected apostle, is an inspired declarer of 
Truth. Consequently, his dogmatic assertion that, "by one man 
(Adam) sin entered the (human) world and death by sin," is the 
settlement of the question. 

* * ~ 
IN his "Sunday Morning Exhortation" bro. Roberts spoke on the SUbject of 
the Breaking of Bread-

Our meeting this morning we rightly speak of as "the breaking of 
bread," but did we break bread only, we should not observe the 
ordinance as it has been appointed of the Lord. There is "the cup 
of blessing," as well as "the bread which we break" (1 Cor. 10:16). 
We drink the wine as well as eat bread in commemorative of "the 
Lord 's death until he come." The significance of the cup is briefly 
expressed in the Lord's description of it when he appointed the 
drinking of it: "the new covenant in my blood." 

* * * 
IN "Extracts from Correspondence" received this month, bro. Roberts printed 
comments from several writers, as well as, being Editor, remarking on sev
eral issues

1) The Tarrying Time-The tarrying time is trying to the 
watcher-but they should bear in mind that they have been 
warned that such might take place, "If it tarry, wait for it , it will 
surely come." 
2) The Evening-Morning Period of Daniel- "Exact informa
tion would be satisfactory. The absence of exact knowledge 
we mu st conclude is the result of Divine intention, so that 
Saintship might stand upon the sound foundation of healthy 
always-ready faithfulness even while knowing neither the 
day nor the hour."-Editor. 
3) Attending Funerals- "We must do good unto all men as we 
have opportunity. There is a possibility of applying true precepts 
too narrowly. Though not of the world, we are in the world, and 
must sustain the neighbourly relation with peace and benevolence, 
only taking care not to live as they live. When Christ told the young 
man to leave the burial of his father to those of his relations who 
were unjustified , he only meant to inculcate that the relationships 
of the flesh were secondary to those of th e Spirit and must be set 
aside where they interfere with these as the young man in his 
particular circumstances proposed to allow them to do."-Editor 
4) Waiting and Watching-"We should hope this (attending the
atres and concert halls) is not a common thing among brethren 
anywhere. It certainly is not in some parts. In such parts, a brother 
pursuing such a course would be regarded as walking disorderly, 
and dealt with accordingly."-Editor 

* * * 
IN the "Notes" section, bro. Roberts commented on different subjects

A. S.-Re-Immersion is not necessary for those who have once 
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been Scripturally baptized, whatever may afterwards befall. Er
ror, subsequently acquired, but abandoned and forgiven, does 
not vitiate the original induction into Christ. 
E. J . L.-The present edition of the Hymn Book is identically 
the same as the first, as regards words and music, being printed 
from the same plates. Your correspondent seems to be under 
the impression that the errors acknowledged at the end of the 
second addition were not in the first. They were there all the 
same, but not indicated because not found out when the first 
edition was printed. The list of errata at the end of the current 
edition is placed there simply to enable possessors of the Hymn 
Book to make the corrections with ink, if they are so minded. 

* * * 
BIBLE Lectures (135 Years Ago)

"The Parabolic Similitudes of the Kingdom" 
"Coming Restoration of the Cradle Lands of the East" 
"The Righteous Shall Inherit Substance" 
"The Righteous to be Rewarded all Together, not One by One" 
"Why Did Jesus Die?" 
"The House of Many Mansions" 
"Who Belongs to Christ?" 
"The Judgment; When? Where? and a Few Things that will 

Occur Afterwards" 
"One Hour with Some of the Good and Great Men and Women 

of the Bible" 
"The Bloodof Christ" 
"The New Man: His History and Destiny" 
"The Destiny of the Russian Empire" 
"The Politics of the Bible" 
"The Salvation Army Weighed in the Scriptural Balances" 
"The Binding and Loosing of Satan" 

May Answers-"Expresslons" 
1.Ur of Chaldees 
2. Dan to Beersheba 21. By the river Chebar 
3. Cave of Machpelah 22. Herdmen of Tekoa 
4. Bulls of Bashan 23. At the place Casiphia 
5. Rose of Sharon 24. Fishpools in Heshbon 
6. Tarry at Jericho 25. Tell it not in Gath
 
7. Ships of Tarshish 26. Third river is Hiddekel
 
8. Songs of Zion 27. A stranger in Jerusalem 
9. Queen of Sheba 28. Sold him into Egypt 

10. Eliezer of Damascus 29. Shorn head in Cenchrea 
1L And thou, Bethlehem 30. As the dew of Hermon 
12. Titus unto Dalmatia 31. Entering in of Hamath 
13. India unto Ethiopia 32. If I prefer not Jerusalem 
14. Ye men ofAthens 33. I must also see Rome 
15. No balm in Gilead 34. Woe unto thee. Chorazin 
16. Left sick at Miletum 35. Taught men of Succoth 
17. By night to Antipatris 36. Philip found at Azotus 
18. Tetrarch ofAbilene 37. Come over into Macedonia 
19. Eastward in Eden 38. Plain in land of Shinar 
20. Baptizing in Aenon 39. Ships broken at Ezion·geber 
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One Hundred & Thirty-Five Years Ago 
The Cbristodelpbian, June, 1881 

BRO. Roberts printed an article by bro. Thomas on ':4 Singular Notion Gen
erally Entertained. " The subtitle was "The Wisdom of the World not Neces
sal}' to the Comprehension of the Wisdom of God. " The article was an an
swer to a M. Mendelsshon. Bro. Thomas stated in response-

How was the generation contemporary with Moses qualified
 
to receive him as Jehovah's prophet, and to search into the
 
religion He delivered to him? That generation of Egyptian slaves
 
and brickmakers were anything else than philosophers, art 

ists, and proficients in science.
 
Moses was the only exception to this we are acquainted with;
 
and he, as we are informed by a New Testament teacher of his
 
doctrine, "was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians;"
 
and he was chosen of Jehovah to give to his unlearned coun

trymen a religion totally at variance with, and subversive of it
 
all.
 
When their posterity became learned in the wisdom of the
 

(Contin ued 011 page 212) 

BIBLE PUZZLE-"Parts of Persons Bodies" 
(NOTE: It is probably easier to work FROM the Choices BACK TO 
the Names) 
I. Eli's 11. Isaiah's 21. Lazarus' 31. Simeon's 
2. Asa's 12. Jacob's 22 . Uzziah's 32. Goliath's 
3. Job's 13. Sisera's 23. Thomas' 33. Eliakim's 
4. Gog's 14 Leper's 24. Joseph's 34. Micaiah's 
5. Judas' 15. Leper's 25. Debtor's 35. Hannah's 
6. Esau's 16. Elisha's 26. Malchus' 36. Samson's 
7. Abel's 17. Adam's 27. Balaam's 37. Bartimeus' 
8. Leah's 18. Aaron's 28. Jezebel's 38. Jeremiah's 
9. Moses' 19. Aaron's 29 . Jezebel's 39. Abraham's 

10. Nabal's 20. Amasa's 30. Ezekiel's 40. Governor's 
5thrib Dead heart Leprous hand Smittencheek 
Armholes Diseased feet Lock ofhair Spilled bowels 
Arms Ears Movinglips Struck forehead 
Bald head Finger-tip Nostrils Teeth 
Blinded eyes F01Uld skull Palms Temples 
Bosom Grasped heel Right ear Tender eyes 
Brokenneck Healed eyes Right great toe Throat 
Covered upper lip Hookedjaws Rightthumb Thrustingfinger 
Crushedfoot Key-bearingshoulder Shaved eyebrows Touched lips 
Cryingblood Leprous forehead Shrunksinew Transportedbones 
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