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GREETINGS in the Truth to the Household of Faith. 

It is with much happiness that we announce that another 
one of Adam's race has entered into the way of eternal life. 
ANNE MICHAELA CLUBB, after a successful interview on 
Feb. 7, went through the waters of baptism on Feb. 8, 2015. 
She has started her probationary period in the One Faith. It is 
our prayer that when the Master appears, that she will be 
found worthy of a place in the Father's Kingdom. 

This is very encouraging to our brethren and sisters as we 
walk Zionward, with one more companion to help us on the 
way. She is the oldest daughter of bro. Tim and sis . Carolyn 
Clubb. 

We have had the company and fellowship of bro. Edward 
and sis. Lori Williams of the Waterford ecclesia. We welcome 
any that meet with us as we strive to do as the Father com
mands. 

God willing, we will have our 102 annual Sunday School Pro
gram on April 5. We extend a welcome to any that can attend. 

Again we are encouraged by the tremendous Signs of the 
Times. They are immense in volume and very encouraging for 
those who have the right perspective. All Signs are heading in 
the right direction of making men's hearts failing them for 
fear in regard to what is happening and what is coming. May 
this ever be a warning to us to be prepared. This means not 
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Studies and Thoughts BY BROTHER JOHN THOMAS 

THE SECOND EXODUS 
The person with whom they will have more immediately to 

do in their Second Exodus is Elijah. There would seem to be 
fitness in this. In the days of their fathers, when they forsook 
the Lord and abolished the Law of Moses, Elijah was the per
son whose ministerial life was occupied in endeavouring to "re
store all things." 

Though he did much to vindicate the name and law of Jeho
vah, he was taken away in the midst of his labours. For what 
purpose? That he might at a future period resume his work 
and perfect it by restoring all things among the ten tribes 
according to the Law of Moses, preparatory to their being 
planted in their land under a new covenant to be made with 
them there (Mal. 4:4-6; Jer. 31:31). 

But it may be objected that Elijah has come already, and 
that John the Baptist was he. True, in a certain sense, he was. 
John was Elijah to the House of Judah in the sense of his hav
ing come "in the spirit and power of Elijah" (Luke 1:17). 

But John was not the Elijah who talked with Moses on the 
Mount of Transfiguration. The latter is Elijah to the house of 
Israel. The Scribes taught that Elijah must precede Christ; 
which Jesus approved, saying, "Elijah truly shall first come, 
and restore all things." He said this after John was put to 
death. John did not restore all things; but Elijah will, and that 
too before the Lord Jesus makes himself known to the ten 
tribes, whom he will meet in Egypt. 

The period of Israel's probation drawing to a close, they 
will have advanced as far as Egypt on their return to Canaan, 
as it is written, "They shall return to Egypt" (Hosea 8:13). This 
is necessary, for it is written also in more senses than one, "Out 
ofEgypt have I called my son. " 

As they are to be gathered from the west, north and east 
they will have gone through the countries by a circuitous route 
to Egypt. They are to be gathered from Assyria, or the coun
tries of Gogue's dominion. 

But I have not yet discovered in the word the line of march 
they are to follow in arriving at Egypt. But that they are to be 
assembled there is certain; for it is written, "I will bring them 
again also out of the land of Egypt." This was spoken some 
two hundred years after the overthrow of Samaria; and it is 
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indisputable that neither Israel nor Judah have been brought 
again out of Egypt to inherit their land: the exodus from Egypt 
is therefore still in the future. 

But in coming out of Egypt they will have to cross both the 
Nile and the Red Sea; and although their march hither will have 
been one of conquest, it will not have been unattended with de
feat, because of their own rebelliousness. 

The hearts of their enemies will be hardened to their own 
destruction to the last conflict. The south will still be disposed to 
"keep back" Israel from their country. Therefore, leavingEgypt
"Ephraim shall pass through the sea ofaffliction, and shall smite 
the waves ofthe sea, and all the deepsofthe river shall dry up: and 
the pride of Assyria shall be brought down, and the sceptre of 
Egypt shall depart away" CZech. 10:10, 11). 

The combined forces of Egypt and Assyria shall be broken as 
the hosts of Pharaoh, and the horse and his rider be drowned in 
the depths of the sea. For-"The Lord shall utterly destroy the 
tongue of the Egyptian Sea; and with his mighty wind shall he 
shake his hand over the river,and shall smite it in the sevenstreams, 
and make (Israel) go over dry shod . . . like as it was to Israel in 
the day that he came up out ofthe land ofEgypt" (Isa. 11:15, 16). 

They will now sing the song of Moses, and the song of the 
Lamb, who will have given them such a mighty deliverance from 
all their enemies. Being now "the ransomed of the Lord, they 
shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy 
upon their heads." The prophet "like unto Moses," mightier than 
Joshua, and "greater than Solomon ," will conduct them into the 
Holy Land, and, having delivered them the New Covenant, will 
"settle them after their old estates." 

Having "wrought with them forhis name's sake, " and by them 
as his "battle-axe and weapons ofwar," subdued the nations, and 
brought them to his holy mountain, he will "accept them there," 
and "there shall all the house ofIsrael, all of them in the land," 
as one nation and as one kingdom under Shiloh "serve the Lord 
God " (Eze. 37 : 21, 28: 20:40; 34:22-31). 

Thus the little kingdom of Judea will become "a great moun
tain" or empire, "filling the whole earth." The "Economy of the 
Fulness of Times" will now have fairly commenced, and the Day 
ofChrist in all the glory of the Sun of Righteousness have opened 
in all its blessedness upon the nations of the earth. The Gospel 
preached to Abraham, saying, "In thee shall all families of the 
earth be blessed, " will be a reality. 
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The Lord with Judah as his bended bow and Israel for his 
arrow, having subdued the nations, and "bound their kings 
with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron" as his con
quests progressed, will have transferred their much-abused 
power to his saints (Rev. 2:26, 27) who shall rule them with a 
rod of iron which cannot be broken. 

Having received his law (Isa. 42:4) and experienced the jus
tice of its administration, "all nations will call him blessed," 
and "daily will he bepraised. " A universal jubilee will celebrate 
the admiration of mankind, and their devotion to the King of 
all the earth. 

The world will no longer resound with war's alarms for a 
thousand years; and among the highest there will be glory to 
God, on the earth there will be peace, and goodwill among 
men (Luke 2:14). 

The mission of the Lord Christ will have been gloriously 
fulfilled. He will have raised up the tribes of Jacob, restored 
the preserved of Israel, and been the salvation of Jehovah to 
the end of the earth (Isa , 49:6). In his days there will be an 
abundance of peace, for the nations will beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into scythes, and practice war no 
more. 

At that time they shall call J erusalem the throne of the 
Lord; and all the nations shall be gathered to it, to the name of 
the Lord, to Jerusalem" as the metropolis of the world; "nei
ther shall they walk any more after the imagination oftheir evil 
heart" (Jer. 3:17). The things they now delight in will then be 
an abomination to them; for-"The Gentiles shall come unto 
the Lord from the ends of the earth, and shall say, SURELY 
OUR FATHERS HAVE INHERITED LIES, VANITY, AND 
THINGS IN WHICH THERE IS NO PROFIT" (Jer. 16:19). 

When enlightened by the Lord, this will be their judgment 
of the "nations and denominations," Pagan, Mohammedan, 
Papal and Protestant, which now as a covering spread over all 
nations, (Isa. 25:7), darkens their understandings, and alien
ates them from the life of God. 

But when the King of Israel and his Saints shall rule the 
world, all these superstitions will be forever abolished, and 
mankind will be of one faith and practice. They will speak one 
religious language, and serve Jehovah with unanimity; for says 
He-"Then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they 
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may all call upon the name ofthe Lord with one consent" (Zeph. 
3:9 ). 

This must, indeed, be the Lord's doing for who among men 
has the wisdom, knowledge and power to bring the nations to 
speak intelligibly on religious subjects, and to be of one reli
gion? The sword only, can prepare the way for this. 

Mankind must be made to lick the dust like a serpent, be
fore they will consent to change their cr eeds for eternal truth. 
Judgment will bring them to reason , and they will say at 
length-"Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 
temple of the God of Jacob; and HE will teach us of his ways, 
and we will walk in his paths; for out ofZion shall go forth the 
law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem" (Isa. 2:3). Un
der such teaching as this the work will be accomplished. 

As to Israel, the Lord will have gotten them praise and 
fame in every land where they have been put to shame; and 
have made them a name and a praise among all the people of 
the earth (Zeph. 3:19 ,20). ''All nations shall call them blessed, 
for they shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of hosts " 
(Mal. 3 :10). 

Instead of being a by-word and a reproach, as at this day, 
the Gentiles will glory in their patronage; for-"In those days 
it shall come to pass that ten men shall take hold out ofall the 
languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of 
him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you; for we have 
heard that GOD IS WITH YOU" (Zech . 8:23). 

Yes, the Kingdom, and throne of David will then be in their 
midst again, and Christ the Lord God , and Holy One of Israel , 
sitting upon it in power and great glory. The Gospel of the 
Kingdom will be no longer a matter of hope, but a reality; and 
those who have believed it, and submitted cheerfully and lov
ingly to the law of faith in the obedience it requires, and have 
perfected their faith by works meet for repentance, will be 
shining "as the brightness of the firmament, and as the stars 
forever and ever" (Dan. 12:3). 

This is the Hope of Israel which is set before men in the 
Gospel , and for which Paul was bound with a chain. It is a 
very different one to that exhibited in pulpit-theology; yet it is 
that which must be embraced as the soul's anchorage, if a 
man would be saved, and inherit the Kingdom of God. 

(To be continued, God Willing) 
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Voyage To Australia And New Zealand 
And Other Lands 

(Continued) 

At 11 o'clock, 1accompanied them to the breaking of bread 
at brother Drysdale's, where several brethren and friends were 
assembled. One sister (McCarter) had been there for three or 
four weeks, waiting me from Moose Jaw, a thousand miles 
away, with her husband; not yet in the faith, but veering that 
way. They had gone by the time first appearing in the 
Christadelphian, which would have been all right but for the 
delays of the Miowera. 

None of them were now expecting me, as they had per
suaded themselves it was impossible 1could arrive before Mon
day on account of the absence of signal at a remote point of 
the coast, where the steamboat is usually seen and announced. 
The fact was, in this case, that the steamboat had passed im
mediately after dark, and therefore unobserved and unan
nounced. (As it is said, "all signs fail, " mortals never can be 
sure). 

When 1 arrived with brother and sister Edwards, they 
thought 1 must be a certain interested stranger, whom they 
had heard he was in tow with. My introduction, therefore, 
took them somewhat aback. They could not believe their eyes 
for a moment. It was one of those special sensations that come 
only now and then. (I am afraid this will seem awfully egotisti
cal to some of my wintry friends. Let it pass). 

We had a pleasant breaking of bread together. Sister 
McCarter had become an invalid since her arrival in Victoria, 
much to her disappointment. She had to take the meeting ly
ing on the sofa, and was unable to attend the lectures after
wards arranged for, except the last. 

Not knowing when 1 would land, no final arrangements 
had been made for lectures. But now, arrangements were hur
ried up for four lectures during the ensuing week, with at least 
a day's interval between each lecture. 

There was no meeting for this Sunday evening, for which 1 
was thankful, for after a sleepless night and a long early wait 
for cargo discharge, 1 was in a state of fatigue which welcomed 
a quiet evening and an early bedding, with a late waking next 
morning. 

Mon & Tues, July 6, 7, 1896-There were many letters to 
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write. Quite a number of invitations to visit various parts of 
Canada and the States were waiting me . These I had to decline 
at this time on account of the time lost by the delays of the 
Miowera, promising to accept on the next occasion of my pass
ing through America from Australia for home. 

I had also (by permission) to drop several appointments 
actually made so that I migh t reach Birmingham by the middle 
of August-confining myself to those places that were on the 
line of route to Boston and that had spoken earliest for my 
services. To all these I had to write. I had also to write home 
and various friendly letters to Australia. It was several days 
before I accomplished all this work. 

The Victoria ecclesia is a sort of connecting link between 
the eastern and western worlds, so far as the system of the 
tru th is developed in modern times. It numbers something over 
20, with prospects of increase. 

It was at one time as high as 50, but was rent asunder by 
the importation from Scotland of the leaven of partial
inspirationism. From this disaster, it has now recovered. The 
section that stood for partial-inspiration has dwindled away to 
nothing-having now no meeting and only one representative 
in Victoria. 

Those who were faithful to the Scriptures in association 
with brother Edwards are a well-knit body with increased spir
itual vigour and prospects of numerical increase. This is pretty 
much the history of that mischief throughout the world. 

* * * 
Wednesday, July 8th to Tuesday, July 14th-Lecture tonight 

in the A.O.u. Hall, the largest in Victoria. Subject, "Is Man 
Immortal?"; fair audience. 

Thursday: Quiet tea-meeting at brother Drysdale's for sis
ter McCarter's sake, who was unable to attend the public meet
ings. 

Friday: Lecture, "The Kingdom of God: What, Where, and 
How?" better audience. 

Saturday: Boating picnic up the river; brother and sister 
Cook present from Ladner's, some sixty miles distant; they had 
asked me to come there, but time would not allow. 

Sunday: Pleasant breaking of bread; in the evening, lecture 
on "The Gathering Storm in Europe"; still larger audience, 
and much interest. 
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Monday: Lecture, "Signs of the Nearness of Christ"; again 
a large audience. 

Tuesday: Social gathering at brother Edwards, prepara
tory to departure in the S .S. Charmer for Vancouver. The 
steamboat was to start at two a.m., but passengers were al
lowed on board the night before. I was accompanied to the 
vessel by several of the brethren, and with some sorrow bade 
them adieu at 11 p.m.-retiring at once to rest. 

(I have a pleasant memory of my stay with brother and 
sister Edwards, who are of the sterling spiritual type that Paul 
gave thanks for in his day, and that have been a refreshment, 
courage, and mainstay to believers in these thirsty times ever 
since. God increase their numbers. They will at last fill the 
earth). I had some pleasant walks by the picturesque seashore, 
looking across the wide strait to the Olympian snow-capped 
mountains). 

There are not many passing ships in these quiet seas. A 
sunk steamboat lying outside gives a touch of melancholy to 
the solitary waters. 

* * * 
Wednesday, July 15th-The Charmer arrived at Vancouver 

(a voyage of 70 miles) at 8 o'clock. The passengers were landed 
close to the terminal railway station of the Canadian-Pacific 
Line; but the train was not due to start till two o'clock (for a 
long run of six days and six nights to Montreal, on the River 
St. Lawrence). 

Consequently there was opportunity to visit the city, most 
picturesquely situate on rising ground, overlooking extensive 
waters enclosed by high hills on all sides, except on the sea
ward side. 

It is a city of very recent growth, and owes its existence to 
the construction of the Canadian-Pacific Line. Prior to that 
event, it was silent bush. Now, it is a busy, active, extensive 
place, with solid streets, large public buildings, electric trams, 
and electric lighting. It flourished with great rapidity for some 
years: but like most other places, it has had a setback for some 
years, owing to the collapse of inflated values, which has de
pressed business of all kinds. 

That it will recover before the coming of the Lord, we do 
not know. With that event, it will doubtless be involved with 
the whole world in the terrible upheavals that will mark the 
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prolonged transition from the present miserable dispensation 
to the glorious one beyond-"a time of trouble such as never 
was." 

From that time of trouble, it will emerge, after years of 
humiliation, into the calm sunshine of the Lord, when men will 
no longer have the management of their own affairs : which 
they are not fit to manage, for even when prosperity comes, 
they run it to death, and kick each other into the ditch. 

Knowing that brother Sulley had a brother here in a promi
nent position, I called at his magnificent business place, for 
brother Sulley's sake, but found he was absent in Europe. I 
afterwards went into a hotel, and obtained permission to write 
a few letters during the remaining interval to the starting of 
the train. 

I had also to call on the Canadian-Pacific Co. to arrange for 
my journey. The ticket on which I was travelling was a through 
ticket, from Vancouver to Liverpool: but required to be re
newed at various points. Vancouver was one of those points 
where I had to decide which day and by which steamer I would 
cross the Atlantic, and whether I would travel on the railway 
in a sleeping-car or ordinary carriage, and whether I would 
pay for meals in a lump or pay for them as I had them. 

These points being arranged in harmony with the necessi
ties of a comparative invalid, I got "aboard" the train, which 
started punctually at two o'clock. 

The construction of the Canadian-Pacific railway some ten 
years ago was a stupendous feat, whether we consider its length 
(close on 3,000 miles): its difficulty (traversing the most exten
sive mountainous district in the world, amid glaciers, deep 
gorges, and raging mountain torrents): and its great cost or its 
incalculable value to England, commercially and strategically. 

There is a secret political history in it that was unknown to 
the public of the time. It never would have been constructed as 
a merely commercial enterprise. It is partly the offspring of 
political rivalry and partly an accommodation to the necessi
ties of British imperialism in the world. 

The United States had spanned the American con tinent with 
a railway connecting New York on the Atlantic on the east 
coast with San Francisco on the Pacific on the west, and had 
established a line of steamers running from San Francisco to 
Australia, China and Japan. 
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This threatened to give the United States a monopoly of 
the growing trade between the two hemispheres. It was not 
long before the necessity was perceived of protecting British 
interests by making a corresponding line through Canada. Such 
an enterprise required imperial funds. Canada could never have 
found the money. Rich old mother Britannia found it, and the 
work was done. 

England's position has been greatly strengthened in a mili
tary and strategic sense by the construction of the railway. 
She can now forward troops to any point of her vast domin
ions at a few days' notice-that is , at the motion of an electric 
button in England, the nearest military force can be brought 
to bear in a few days on any point by a series of substitutional 
garrison movements. 

A force at Vancouver (where there is a naval and military 
depot at Eskimalt, the extreme west, three miles to the west of 
Victoria) can be ordered by a flash of the wire to embark for 
China, Japan, or Australia, while the Halifax (N.S.) garrison 
can be ordered forward at the same moment to take the place 
of the vacated military force at Eskimalt, and the Jamaica 
garrison ordered to take the place of the vacated garrison at 
Halifax, and troops sent from Portsmouth to take the place of 
the vacated Jamaica force. 

The experiment has been tried. It will thus be seen that 
Britain's striking force has been greatly increased throughout 
the world by the construction of the Canadian-Pacific railway. 

,. * * 
Thursday, July 16th, to Monday, July 20th-The scenery 

on the railway route, during the first thousand miles eastward 
from Vancouver, is the grandest in the world, with the excep
tion, perhaps of the corresponding railway in the United States. 
The train has no sooner cleared Vancouver than the splendid 
scenery begins. On the left is a wide estuary, with high hills in 
the background; and on the right, woods and hills. This quiet 
type of beauty continues during the first day. 

(To be continued, God willing) 

"Talk ye of all His wondrous works"-"Remember His mar
velous works"-are the exhortations of the Psalmist. Faith will 
grow where these exhortations are heeded-it will wither where 
they are disregarded.-R.R. 
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Self Examination - An Exhortation 
BYBRO. G. V.GROWCOn 

In 1 Kings 20 we see God working through and for an ut
terly wicked and ungodly man, one who did evil above all who 
were before him. God's use of a man to do His work is no 
indication of Divine acceptance. We may see in this an expla
nation of why some labour brilliantly in the Truth, and then 
leave it. They are just scaffolding, unfit for the temple but 
temporarily useful in its construction. We can never put our 
faith in men. 

Why did Ahab make a covenant with Benhadad and call 
him brother, after all he had done to God's people? Was it 
misguided sense of mercy and kindness? Ahab's character would 
appear to preclude this, although he may have told himself it 
was. One thing is certain: his course was dictated by the natu
ral thinking of the flesh, and it was very displeasing to God. 

It was God who was fighting Benhadad, and yet Ahab took 
it upon himself in the midst of God's war to make a covenant 
of peace with the enemy. God decreed utter destruction. Ahab 
felt that because the enemy was weak he was harmless, and 
after the manner of the world he made a covenant that he felt 
would bring himself glory and profit. 

God has decreed utter destruction to the flesh. The powers 
of this world are the flesh in political and social manifestation. 
The friends of God are the enemies of the world. There can be 
no private covenants of peace and calling them brethren while 
God is waging war. 

When, through a faithful prophet, the God who had saved 
Ahab rebuked him, he went to his house heavy and displeased. 
The manner in which Ahab is led to condemn himself is very 
instructive. It was identical with Nathan's approach to David. 

It is very difficult-almost impossible-to judge ourselves 
objectively, even when we are honestly making the effort, but 
if we mentally reverse the position, or look at our circum
stances in the impersonal way it was presented to these kings, 
we often find our view of the matter is greatly altered and 
clarified. 

Few things are more instructive than to see others doing 
the same things that we ourselves have done, and to consciously 
compare our reactions. Viewed from that angle, determina
tion is often revealed as stubbornness, kindness as weakness, 
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self-reliance as pride, industry as ambition, thrift as greed. 
Ahab felt a gratifying sense of magnanimity and benevo

lence. He had gloriously defeated this great king, and now he 
was demonstrating the nobility of his nature by treating his 
fallen enemy with kindness and restraint. 

From every point of view, he would be well satisfied with 
his day's work, greatly and comfortably impressed with him
self, in a receptive mood for well-earned congratulations and 
respect. How annoying, then, to have all this so rudely shat
tered, and in an unguarded moment to be led to publicly de
nounce himself in an obvious allegory. Little wonder that he 
went to his house heavy and displeased, disgusted with life 
and terribly hurt that he should be so misunderstood and un
appreciated. How differently things can appear from different 
viewpoints! How easy to pity and excuse ourselves. 

There is a little lesson in passing in verses 35-36. The prophet 
said, "Smite me", and the man refused. And the prophet said, 
"Because thou hast not obeyed the voice of the Lord, a lion 
shall slay thee," and so it happened. 

God can be very terrible in His swift and relentless visita
tions of justice. It is imperative that we are fully and con
stantly aware of both aspects of His nature-severity and good
ness. The flesh will inevitably presume upon its position ifGod's 
awful majesty is not kept clearly in view. 

It is those who have least cause for fear in this respect that 
are most acutely aware of the necessity for fear in its proper 
sense and place. Isaiah said, "Woe is me! For I am undone; 
because I am a man of unclean lips. " Daniel , the greatly be
loved, in a vision that enacted the resurrection, stood trem
bling until the angel twice assured him, "Fear not, peace be 
unto thee, be strong. " When Paul says, "Be not highminded, 
but fear," he gives us an idea of what he means by fear. It is 
the opposite of highmindedness. It is not terror or cravenness, 
but the humble and intelligent recognition of the exalted maj
esty of God and the unworthiness and insecurity of man at his 
best estate. 

If one sin could plunge the race into 6000 years of misery 
and death-if an entire lifetime under the tremendous strain 
of flawless perfection, followed by the most terrible of deaths, 
was necessary to establish a basis on which man could ap
proach God-if we see around us and behind us the carcasses 
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of millions wasting in the wilderness-then what other enlighten
ed viewpoint is there for us than, as Paul says, "Fear, least a 
promise being left us of entering into his rest, we should come 
short of it"? 

The accepted in the day of judgment say, "When did we 
those things for which we are being commended?" The rejected 
say, "When did we have an opportunity to do more than we 
did?" The only safe and acceptable frame ofmind is that which 
strains every effort to render the best possible account of time 
and talents, but with a clear recognition of the deceptiveness 
of the flesh and the ever-present danger offailure if the efforts 
are relaxed. Any other course is gambling with eternity. Any 
other counsel is the mind of the serpent. 

If we could be doing more, and we are not doing it, how can 
we hope to be among the few chosen when myriads are swept 
away like a drop in the bucket? 

What distinguishes us from those myriads, that we should 
live forever, and they should die? Is God a respector of persons 
or have we that one thing they lack-an entire, consuming 
devotion for the things of God? It won't come overnight. It 
won't just happen to us while we sleep. It can only come as the 
result of purposeful and sustained application and effort. 

Do we, in moments ofleisure or relaxation, turn to natural 
pleasures or to the Word of God? Here is the test of what is the 
deep undercurrent of our natures, and whether it will carry us 
to life or death. Do we do God's service as burdensome, neces
sary work, longing for a vacation from it; or is it a constant 
pleasure because of our great love for the One we are serving 
and our desire to be near Him and approved of Him? 

There is the message to Ephesus. Let us look at it - Revela
tion 2. If we just read verses 2 and 3, what verdict would we 
give of Ephesus? Works, labour, patience, canst not bear evil, 
hast tried and exposed false professors of the truth; hast borne 
and hast not fainted. What more could be asked? What more 
could be done? They had fought the fight and kept the faith. 
Surely they could say with assurance, "Henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown. " 

But what do we find? Thou hast left thy first love-thou art 
fallen. Repent or I will come quickly and remove thy candle
stick. The outer shell of works and labour and patience contin
ued, but the original inner love was gone. 
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They worked and endured and had patience faithfully, but 
just as a matter of duty, and were doubtless glad to get away 
from it all occasionally when they felt they had legitimate ex
cuse to do so. They were conscious of their own patience and 
self-sacrifice. They performed the service of God as a neces
sary burden, faithfully done, but without the spontaneous 
pleasure and enthusiasm oflove. 

This does not please God. If, after all God has done and 
revealed and promised for the future , men are not sufficiently 
enlightened and spiritually motivated to discern that the only 
real pleasure and satisfaction and relaxation is in Him and in 
His service, then He does not want their labours as a matter of 
burdensome duty, no matter how faithfully or patiently they 
are performed. 

We cannot give God anything. Even the service He requires 
is but the provision that His love has made for us to discover 
and enjoy the highest form of pleasure He has conceived and 
made possible. 

He offers us an opportunity to work and live and commune 
with Him throughout eternity. All He wants is our full appre
ciation and wholehearted acceptance of the offer. He simply 
asks us to choose between Him and the world upon every oc
casion when the choice is before us , not as a matter of self
denial but of enlightened love and true preference. 

The fundamental requirement is that we must want to serve 
Him, whenever and however we can. Wemust desire Him above 
all things through a fully developed recognition of His infinite 
desirabili ty. 

We all desire many things. Why? In many cases we could 
not give the reasons. We say they are natural desires. We de
sire things because we think, or feel that they are desirable; 
that they will satisfy certain longings within us. God has as
sured us that in Him all desires find their ultimate and perma
nent fulfillment. The purpose of life and the Scriptures is to 
bring a full realization and conviction of that fact to the minds 
of those whom God has loved and chosen. 

There were many serious offences among the Corinthians, 
things difficult to conceive of among brethren; but these very 
searching letters were written while the ecclesias were in the 
earliest formative stages. It had not been long since they had 
first heard the glorious news Paul brought and had come in 
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out of the dark Gentile night. They had so many things to 
learn to make them spiritually-minded and acceptable chil
dren of God. 

We marvel at the tremendous labour Paul undertook to form 
holy ecclesias of God out of the shapeless clay of Gentile igno
rance and corruption. We get occasional glimpses of the mate
rial from which he drew. "Such were some of you, " he says, 
after cataloguing the deepest vices, "but ye are washed, sancti
fied and justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus." Firmly and 
patiently he corrects them and moulds them together into the 
body of Christ, always holding before them the highest ideals 
ofholiness and perfection. 

He speaks here only of going to law against brethren, but 
Christ had already gone much deeper when he taught us not 
even to contest any legal action but rather to give more than is 
asked. We can afford to give. Wehave limitless resources of the 
universe behind us. We have no need to worry about the conse
quences. 

We cannot lose. "He that spared not His own Son, but deliv
ered him up for us all, how shall He not with him, also freely 
give us all things?" "Take no thought-freely have ye received; 
freely give. " Ifonly we can summon the courage and the vision 
to throw ourselves upon this promise-if only we can rise to 
the free and unrestricted heights to which we are invited-far 
above the petty, groveling levels of anxious earthly care. 

Cannot we see here another major aspect of John's assur
ance, "Perfect love casteth out fear?" How perfect is our love 
and faith in this respect? "If God be for us, who can be against 
us?" Our only concern is to make sure that God is for us. Eve
rything else will take care of itself. 

* * * 
Paul continues, "Do ye not know that the saints shall judge 

the world? And if the world shall bejudged by you, are ye un
worthy to judge the smallest matters?" The flesh is so small. So 
wrapped up in little things. So concerned about passing trivi
alities! 

The future rulers of the world! Those who lay claim to the 
exal ted destiny of priests of God and kings of the earth. Those 
to whom will fall the administration of the lives of millions. 
What a sorry spectacle they all too often present! How out of 
keeping with their lofty aspirations! Custodians of priceless 
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treasure bickering over pennies, each jealous of his fancied 
rights---each tenderly nursing his ruffled feelings. 

Would Paul sometimes wonder if all his work were a sad 
mistake? Wonder ifhe were vainly wearing himself out trying 
to draw common clay to impossible heights of refinement and 
nobility? "I fear for you," he said, "lest [have bestowed labour 
on you in vain." And that word "labour," when Paul uses it, 
involved a measure of peril, hardship and bodily suffering that 
we can hardly even visualize. 

Paul, in his life , gave "labour" a real meaning. His was not 
composed of pleasant and convenient interludes, adjusted to 
the pampered desires of the flesh, but a steady, pushing, uphill 
course in the face of every con-ceivable disappointment and 
trial. 

How he longed to draw them on to a poin t where he could 
enjoy deep spiritual communion with them, but they would 
not follow: Their attention was taken up with other things 
that Paul knew were so unimportant. They would not put forth 
the sustained effort and application that was necessary. He 
must be constantly laying again the elementary first principles 
when, he told them, they should by now be teachers of the 
deep things themselves. 

''All things are lawful to me, " someone answers Paul. How 
familiar that sounds! "Show me where it is specifically said to 
be wrong." Some never rise above this level. It is not God's 
intention to bind us hand and foot with multitudinous com
mands on every conceivable matter. He gives us general prin
ciples and expects us to apply them intelligently. He indicates 
the direction in which His preferences lie and expects us to be 
eager to press in that direction without being forced reluc
tantly by specific command. The frame of mind that hedges 
against giving any more than the absolute minimum com
manded or hides behind the absence of a word-for-word in
junction is useless to God. He wants the heart, and that freely 
given. 

All things are lawful-but all things are not expedient. That 
is, profitable or conductive to the greatest good. There is a 
much freer and nobler purpose in life than just hugging the 
bottom limit of what is lawful. ''All things are lawful," Paul 
repeats, "but [will not be brought under the power ofany. " 

Much is made today of freedom, but how few are free! Free-
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dom from the arbitrary domination of other men is a very 
small part of real freedom. Freedom from our own inherent 
bondage is much more important. Paul said, "Who shall de
liver me from the bondage of this death?" The clutch of this 
inner law of sin that makes a godly life a constant struggle? "I 
will not be brought under the power of any. " "His servants ye 
are to whom ye yield yourselves to obey,"Paul tells the Romans. 
And Jesus said, "Whosoever committeth sin is the servant ofsin 
... The truth shall make you free." 

Then Paul applies this basic principle like this: Do these 
"lawful" things in question , whatever they may be , hinder a 
complete fulfillment of the perfect ideal that God has set and 
Christ has exemplified and you profess to be your aim? Do 
they offend others, or cause them to stumble, or distract their 
attention from more important things, or reduce your weight 
and influence with them? 

If any of this be true, then this verse applies-"I will not be 
brought under the power ofany. " I will not be a helpless slave 
to anything, however small, that in any way interferes with 
my main objective. I will not enslave myself to a petty concep
tion of my own dignity and "rights" when God calls me to the 
largeness of heart and breadth of perception comprehended in 
the Truth. 

Paul says, as an example, "If meat make my brother to of 
fend, I will not eat meat while the world standeth. " The pur
pose of God is too great, and passing things are too small. The 
argument Paul uses is unanswerable. It should put to shame 
any con tr ary disposition. 

Christ gladly died for such a one-how far will your love go 
to avoid offending him or causing him to stumble? All things 
are lawful, but it is our glorious and exalted privilege to forgo 
our "rights" for Christ's sake, and with Him to suffer patiently 
when the wisdom of God requires it as a necessary ingredient 
in the bringing of many sons to glory. "Let no man seek his 
own, but every man another's welfare ." 

* * * 
Paul concludes with his customary exhortation to holiness

"Know ye not that your body is the temple ofthe Holy Spirit 
which is in you, which ye have ofGod, and ye are not your 
own ?" "Ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in 
your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. " 
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To glorify God is to visibly show forth God's characteris
tics, to openly champion all the things that God stands for, to 
publicly demonstrate the superiority of God's holy way of life 
over the narrow and mean and ugly way of the flesh . 

The temple of God was very holy. The greatest care and 
reverence had to be manifested in all things connected with it, 
not a reverence that was fearful and depressed, but one that 
was joyous and free. "The temple ofGod is holy, which temple 
ye are . . . If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God 
destroy." Great privileges-great responsibilities. They cannot 
be taken up half-heartedly or fearfully. 

Outside are the fearful and unbelieving, the hesitant and 
fainthearted, greatly desiring the reward but not prepared to 
forsake everything for it-hoping to find some way of gaining 
the future without placing any jeopardy upon the present
drawn by the light but afraid of the flame. 

"But ye are the temple ofthe living God; as God hath said, I 
will dwell in them and uialle in them. " "Having therefore this 
promise, " Paul observes, "let us cleanse ourselves from all de
filement . . . perfecting holiness in the fear of the Lord." 

"The Days Are Quickly Flying" 
A FRATERNAL GATHERING ADDRESS ON HYMN 182 

We often speak of how quickly this gathering passes; indeed 
with this last talk of the day, this gathering is about halfover. At 
the Hye gathering each summer, by the middle of the week, after 
two or three days have passed, brothers and sisters begin re
marking-lamenting-about how quickly the week has passed 
and is passing, and that Hye will soon be over. Such is the case 
when times are pleasant, and we are in the company of those of 
like precious faith. 

Man's life passes quickly, also. In the vast, astronomical and 
geological scheme of things, a life span it is too small to measure; 
in the 6000 years of man's history, it is still but a tiny speck. It is 
certainly true that the early patriarchs lived a long time-Adam 
lived 930 years, his contemporaries lived several hundred years, 
but as mankind proliferated and populated the earth, that curse 
of sinful flesh, that divine sentence of mortality, that ever-present 
condition of being a dying creature became increasingly mani
fested in innumerable ways that removed life from death-laden 
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mankind. Whether by disease, war, famine, or simple corruption 
of the vessel or body itself, mankind eventually departed from 
those early days of300-, 400-, 500, even 962-year life spans. 

Eventually, God in His infinite wisdom established a rule of 
thumb for His special creature (Psa. 90:10)

"The days ofour years are threescore years and ten; and ifby 
reason ofstrength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength 
labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we flyaway" 
["Fly away"-Heb. "To cover, as a bird covers a nest"]." 

-that three score and ten-that 70-year life time-is not only a 
literal boundary of a man's mortal existence. God could just as 
easily have decreed it to be threescore and 15 or even fourscore, 
but in the 70 (in the 7x10) we see symbolized the 7x1,000 or 
7,000-year-limit of mortality upon the earth, that includes the 
6,000-year reign of sinful flesh, followed by the 1,000-year King
dom Age, when Christ and the immortalized saints will rule over 
a world still struggling with that old curse placed on Adam in the 
Garden of Eden. Ultimately, that 7,000 years ofmortality will be 
replaced by complete immortality when death will have been to
tally conquered, destroyed, and the earth will be occupied by 
only immortal beings. Then will come the answer to the 
question, 0 death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy vic
tory? (1 Cor. 15:55). 

But regardless ofwhether a lifespan is 70, or 80, or even 100 
years, mankind no longer enjoys that multi-century lifespan he 
once did, and it is wisdom to see that life is but a vapor, and we 
are as the flowers of the field. 

Hymn 182 of our Hymn Book, on which our address is based, 
informs us-
j}). . . The days are quickly flying ... 

But as these days take wing before us, during our brief mo
ments upon the earth, God in His mercy has given us great op
portunity to obtain eternal life, to joyfully participate in the King
domAge, and enter into that most glorious time of which Paul" 
... heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to 
utter" (2 Cor. 12:4). 

This opportunity is based on the anticipation and expecta
tion of the return of him who took away the sins of the world, 
who defeated that sinful flesh he bore in himself, and who prom
ised that he would return to redeem those who faithfully and 
obediently wait for him, those who in their probation joyfully 
sing-
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)))... And Christ will come again, 
Here is the clear declaration of all true believers who wait 

for his return when
"... this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven" (Acts 1:11). 
"For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father 
with his angels; and then he shall reward every man accord
ing to his works (Matt 16:27). 
"... and UNTO THEM THAT LOOK FOR HIM shall he 
appear the second time without sin unto salvation" (Heb, 
9:28). 

But until that time we are to-
Psalms 37:7-"Rest in the LORD, and WAIT PATIENTLY 
FOR HIM . . ." 
Isaiah 8:17; 25:9; 30:18 ":., wait upon the LORD, and . . . 
look for him . . . And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is 
our God; we have waited for him, and he will save us: this is 
the LORD; we have waited for him, we will be glad and re
joice in his salvation . . . for the LORD is a God ofjudgment: 
BLESSED AREALL THEY THAT WAIT FOR HIM. " 

Our waiting cannot be passive and stagnant. It must be ac
tive and vibrant-always pressing

... "toward the mark for the prize of the high calling ofGod 
in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 3:14). 

We know what the parable of the talent teaches; and though 
we may not be able to convert our single talent into the five or 
even two of the profitable servants, we dare not hold on to our 
single talent and merely hope that clinging to it alone will please 
the Master when he returns. We are clearly instructed to build 
upon what we are given, to "increase our faith," as the apostles 
asked of Christ. But in his absence, we must rely upon the Spirit 
Word he spoke and embodied. As Paul told Timothy, "Study to 
shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to 
be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth" (2 Tim. 2:15). 

And as Paul wrote to the Colossians (3:16)
"Let the WORD OF CHRIST dwell in you richly in all wis
dom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts 
to the Lord. " 
It is the diligent study, the constant acquisition of this Spirit 

Word that will bolster our faith, that will strengthen us against 
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the carnal mind, that will comfort us in sorrow and distress, and 
eventually guide us to be
)))... with all his saints attending, 

Who are his saints but those who have used their time in 
glorifying God and doing those things that the Father would 
find pleasing in His sight. This "doing" involves action, effort, 
focus , and determination. However sincere our faith, however 
fervent our hope, however deep our longing for the Master's 
return may be, we know that "Faith without works is dead. " 
And so for us to be among those saints attending his return, we 
must be "doers of the word," not just hearers, we must apply 
our hearts and minds to the tasks at hand, to the work before 
us, because, as the Apostle Paul said

"Therefore, my beloved brethren, beye stedfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the WORK OF THE LORD, foras
much as ye hnoui thatyour labour is not in vain in the Lord" 
(1 Cor. 15:58). 

And as Jesus concluded his revelation to his servants
"An d, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to 
give every man ACCORDING AS HIS WORK SHALL BE" 
(Rev. 22:12). 
It is significant that the revelation of Jesus should be di

rected to his servants and not merely his friends . Because, while 
"friends" share affection, respect, and honor for each other, "serv
ants" do things for their Master. 

If our work has been judged acceptable, if our faith has con
tinually increased, then we will be-
j))... triumphant in his train, 

These days when we speak of a "train," we think of the 
railroad. Of course, this train is not that kind, but it does share 
some similarities. Like a modern-day train consists of a power
ful locomotive pulling or leading a long, orderly line of cars, so 
will the King ofKings powerfully and triumphantly lead a large, 
orderly host or army to conquer nations and cleanse the earth of 
its iniquity and wickedness. 

His train will comprise the multitudinous host, the Rain
bowed Angel, the glorified saints who through their obedience 
and sacrifice have been washed in the blood of the Lamb, and 
clothed with the white robes ofimmortality. 

Coinciding with the advent of this majestic and glorious event 
is the time
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i)) ... When every eye shall see him, and 
every tongue confess ... 
Scriptural understanding tells us that the phrase "every eye" 

and "every tongue" does not literally mean every eye and tongue, 
because we know that there will be millions, perhaps billions, of 
people who due to ignorance and irresponsibility to God's Word, 
will not comprehend the return of "The Lion of the Tribe of 
Judah." 

Those eyes that see him and those tongues that confess be
long to those who are sufficiently knowledgeable and therefore 
responsible to be brought to the Judgment Seat. ill other words, 
brothers and sisters, it is our eyes that will see him and our 
tongues that will confess. And so we must be ever mindful of 
Jesus' warning that

"Whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of 
Man also confess before the angels of God, and before my 
Father who is in heaven" (Luke 12:8); and, "whosoever shall 
be ashamed of me, and OF MY WORDS, of him shall the 
Son ofMan beashamed when he shall come in his own glory, 
and the Father's and ofthe Holy Angels" (Luke 9:26 ); "I will 
deny him beforemy Father" (Matt . 10:33). 

So that what we do now, today, and, God willing, tomorrow, 
and ultimately confess before the Judge of all the earth will de
fine our standing at the judgment seat, where "they who hav e 
been accounted worthy to obtain resurrection from the dead are 
(made) equal to the angels:" and those judged unworthy will be 
rejected, put to shame before"... all his servants, both small 
and great . . ." and "cast out into outer darkness. " 

We do not know how our examination will proceed; we do 
not know what we will be asked, nor what we must explain, but 
we do know that our confession at that time must reveal a life 
that has been devoted to manifesting, exalting, declaring
))) ... The glory of the Father, 

Truly, Christ is the glory of the Father, but not just the man 
Jesus. The glory includes all aspects of perfect righteousness, 
justice, mercy, beauty, and love that center in the Son of God. All 
things from the beginning of time were created for,in, and through 
Jesus Christ, the perfect manifestation of Deity, the Word, the 
Logos, the whole plan of God made flesh for the world to see , to 
touch, to hear, to love, and to obey. 

Many so-called Christians, who think they honor Jesus, and 
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even some who call themselves Christadelphians, believe him to 
be God in the flesh, and they leave out that most important of 
words-MANIFESTED in the flesh ; that is, revealed in the flesh, 
shown in the flesh. And it is in this manifestation that the glory 
of the Father is most beautifully revealed. 

Beyond the breathtaking beauty we see on this earth, be
yond the unimaginable dimensions, depths, time-spans, and cos
mic spectacles of our vast and limitless universe, in that region 
where eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him (Isa, 64:4; 1 Cor. 2:9), stands the Prophet, the 
High Priest, the King, the man, the anoin ted Jesus. Only in such 
a man, made of sinful flesh and yet totally without sin in his 
flawless obedience to His Father, could God's glory be completely 
manifested, and we poor sinners be given hope of eternal life ... 
)) ) .. . in Christ our righteousness ... 

Jeremiah 23:5-6 tells us
"Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise 
unto David a righteous Branch, and A KING shall reign and 
prosper, and shall executejudgment andjustice in the earth 
. .. and . . . he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHT
EOUSNESS." 

2 Peter 1:1 adds
"Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to 
them that have obtained likeprecious faith with us through 
the RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD AND OUR SAVIOUR 
JESUS CHRIST." 

There are many who say that we of ourselves have no right
eousness: "There are none good . . ." they quote Jesus. And they 
think they find support in Isaiah-"But we are all as an unclean 
thing, and ALL our righteousnesses are as FILTHY RAGS . . . 
because ofour iniquities" (Isa. 64:6-7). 

But this passage is misinterpreted by so-called Christianity. 
Certainly, there is a big contrast between "righteousness" as de
fined by "fine linen clean and white" on the one hand, and "filthy 
rags, " and "filthy garments" (Zech. 3:3, 4), and "garments spot
ted by the flesh" (J ude 23), on the other. 

Popular Christianity quotes Isaiah to promote its false doc
trine that "righteousness" is separate from "good works" and 
declares that all one needs to do is to "believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ:" because ''Jesus did it, did it all , long, long ago!" To dis
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prove this false notion all we need to do is return to Jesus' ser
mon on the mount

"Whosoever heareth these sayings of mine and DOETH 
THEM, I will liken him unto a wise man which built his 
house upon a rock" .. . but "Every one that heareth these 
sayings ofmine and DOETH THEM NOT shall be likened 
unto a foolish man which built his house upon the sand" 
(Matt. 7:24,26). 

A closer reading oflsaiah shows that the garment, the "filthy 
rags"of which he spoke, pertained to the corruption and apos
tasy of Israel at that time. Isaiah contended earnestly for the 
faith in his day against the ungodly men who "defiled the flesh." 
He was like the "few names in Sardis" who had "not defiled their 
garments" (Rev. 3:4), and of whom it is said by Christ, "They 
shall walh with me in white, FOR THEYARE WORTHY." 

So, "the righteousness of the saints" is not the thing symbol
ized by the "filthy rags ." Isaiah was condemning the pious frauds 
of Israel who "PROFESSED righteousness and practiced iniq
uity ." The whole religious service of such a people was an abomi
nation to God-it was "iniquity, even the solemn meeting" (1:13). 

And what Christ said to his disciples in relation to this is a 
warning to us, brethren and sisters

"Except YOUR righteousness shall exceed the righteousness 
ofthe Scribes and Pharisees , ye shall in no case enter into the 
kingdom ofheaven" (Matt . 5:20). 

Israel 's supposed righteousness was actually iniquity-a mere 
"filthy garment spotted by the flesh." And Christendom's sup
posed righteousnesses are truly "filthy rags." 

(To be continued, God willing) 

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy 
THE PROUD MAN OF RUSSIA 

When we examine the prophecy of Habakkuk 2, we find 
mention of a "proud man" who "enlargeth his desire as sheol, 
and is as death, and cannot be satisfied, but gathereth unto 
him all nations, and heapeth unto him all people" (v. 5). Dr. 
Thomas in Eureka (Vol . I, p. 49) identifies this individual as 
the Gog of Ezekiel, the Assyrian of Isaiah and Micah, and 
the King of the North of Daniel. 

This individual is clearly designated as gathering a mule 
titude of nations across Eurasia under himself "at the end" 
of the Gentile Age. What we have been witnessing over the 
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last year exhibits the early stage of this aggressive purpose. 
Political powers, long consumed by economics and the threat 
of small, localized terrorist acts, are now waking up to the 
possibility that military Russia is on the move. 

Moreover, due to the testimony provided in Ezekiel, we un
derstand that to counteract Russia's movement into Europe 
and the Middle East, the British "lions of Tarshish" will even
tually bestir themselves as an adversary to the mountainous 
power of the North. This movement too, long anticipated by 
students of the Scriptures, has now been initiated-

British military personnel will deploy to Ukraine in March in 
a training role, British Prime Minister David Cameron said. The 
British troops will work away from the conflict zone, instructing 
'Ukrainian forces in logistics, infantry tactics, intelligence opera
tions and medical skills. Cameron said he would support more 
sanctions on Russia if the pro-Russian separatists in eastern 
Ukraine do not observe a cease-fire.-Stratf01; 2/15 

[UK] Defence secretary Michael Fallon said Russian Presi
dent Putin was as much as a threat to Europe as Islamic State 
(Isis) and Nato "needed to be ready for any kind of aggression". 

The minister warned Putin could deploy similar campaign 
tactics to destabilize the Baltic states of Lativa, Lithuania or 
Estonia as those which led to the annexation of Crimea last year. 

"It is a very real and present danger," he told The Times and 
Daily Telegraph. 

"I am worried about Putin. I'm worried about his pressure 
on the Baltics, the way he is testing Nato." 

When asked ifBritain and other member states were ready for 
war, Fallon said: "Nato is getting ready." 

Fallon told reporters it was not a new Cold War because it 
was already "pretty warm". 

"You have tanks and armour rolling across the Ukrainian 
border and you have an Estonian border guard being captured 
and not yet still returned. 

"Wh en you have jets being flown up the English Channel, 
when you have submarines in the North Sea, it looks to me like 
it's warming up." 

Lithuanian Foreign Minister Linas Linkevicius said: "I really 
do see threats to all countries. I shouldn't say just to the Baltic 
states but also with regard to others."-Int'l Bus. Times, 2/15 
RUSSIAN INTRIGUE 

A clever strategist and tactician does not confine himself to 
one front when waging war. He works on multiple levels and 
in different environments to effectively bring about his desire. 
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So while Russia openly threatens militarily, there is evidence 
that it is also working 'behind the scenes' to create favourable 
conditions for itself

[Recently] Alexis Tsipras, leader of the left-wing Syriza party, 
became prime minister [of Greece] . 

European capitals rapidly woke up to the fact that Syriza's 
election victory is not just about Greek debt but also about the 
geopolitics of an increasingly unstable continent. 

Greeks remember, if the rest of Europe does not, that the 
end of the Second World War triggered a four-year civil war 
here in which left and right committed atrocities while the So
viet Union played an ambiguous role. Syriza's victory is th e first 
time that members of the Greek hard left have had a role in 
government since their military defeat in 1949. 

Moscow may no longer be run by the Soviet Communist party, 
but Putin, the Russian leader, has every reason to be thrilled by 
developments. His strategy of cultivating populists on the Euro
pean fringe has paid off in this desperately troubled member of 
Nato and the European Union. 

Geopolitics and cultural ties-Greece and Russia both em
brace the eastern Orthodox church and have similar non-Ro
man alphabets-transcend ideology, as does Putin's strongman 
muscle-flexing, which appeals to Syriza's strange bedfellows in 
the new government, the right-wing populist Independent Greeks 
party. 

The benefits to Russia of Syriza's victory became clear when 
Tsipras complained about a European statement blaming Mos
cow for an attack in eastern Ukraine. His intervention shocked 
Brussels. Until then European diplomats had been anxiously 
mulling over the possibility of a Greek default on its enormous 
debt rather than Tsipras dividing the EU over sanctions on Rus
SIa. 

Now the Kremlin 's strategy seems clear: it sees in Greece a 
Trojan horse for attacking the EU from within. 

The realisation has put western diplomats in a panic. 
EU finance ministers have never known anything like it. But 

from Spain to Sweden, populists of the left and right cheered 
these new-look Greek politicians last week as pioneers of a "Red 
Spring" that would sweep away stalled esta blishment parties all 
over Europe. 

The political strategists in the Kremlin have plenty to cheer 
about too. While becoming increasingly estranged from Europe's 
political mainstream because of Putin's irredentism, Russia has 
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been quietly cosying up to Europe's populist movements, rightly 
calculating that public anger and frustration over economic hard
ship will propel them from the fringes to the heart of political 
debate. 

Several of Putin's new friends, from the National Front in 
France to Hungary's Jobbik, have been elected to the European 
parliament. But Tsipras is the first to win national power. And 
never before has Greece had a cabinet so stuffed with fans of the 
Kremlin. 

Nothing better exemplifies the depth of pro-Russia feeling in 
the ranks of the Syriza party than the antics of Nikos Kotzias, 
the new foreign minister. A former communist, he has defended 
Russian actions in Crimea and Ukraine as the understandable 
behaviour of a superpower "encircled" by America and destabil
ised by Germany. 

Even more alarmingly, he was photographed in 2013 on the 
steps of Piraeus University next to Alexander Dugin, a bearded 
Russian nationalist who has expressed admiration for the Nazis 
and wants to extend the Kremlin's sway into western Europe. 

Kotzias, a former professor at the university, introduced a 
lecture by Dugin, one of the most fervent advocates of a Russian 
military invasion of Ukraine. In it Dugin argued that Greeceshould 
participate "in the recreation ofthe architecture ofEurope" to form 
an "eastern pole of European identity" with Serbia and other 
supporters of Russia. 

Dugin and Konstantin Malofeev, a Russian oligarch who sup
ports him, [want] to create a network of European politicians 
and intellectuals sympathetic to Russia.-Sun. Times, 2/15 
WEAKENING EUROPE FROM WITHIN 

This is necessary preparatory work before an invasion can 
be launched, where political voices sympathetic to or willfully 
ignorant of Russian devices can serve to reduce or frustrate 
resistance (political, social, or military) to the looming threat. 
This can be done via justification of Russian actions ("threat· 
ened by NATO"), and social conditioning ("wants to protect its 
people"). Politicians may block military spending, keep borders 
undefended and "open for trade", or continue to push for Neville 
Chamberlain-style appeasement in the face of obvious threat. 
It requires significantly less work and time to invade a house 
when someone inside leaves the door open. 

Regardless of the connivings of men, God's purpose will un
fold as He has decreed it should: as Habakkuk writes-''At the 
end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; be
cause it will surely come, it will not tarry." Despite, therefore, 
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the effect of economic sanctions against Russia, eventually 
Russia will come down from the north parts. Gog, following in 
the footsteps of Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar, will find suc
cess intoxicating, and like the Golden Head, his "spirit will 
change, and he would transgress and offend by imputing his 
power to his own strength," in Dr. Thomas's words (Eur. I, pp. 
48-49). 

There is no doubt that part of the belligerent self-assur
ance to be found in Gog will be founded upon the terrible 
weaponry developed out of WWll-

As fighting raged in eastern Ukraine, Dmitry Kiselyov, the jour
nalist who heads Russia's main state news agency, gazed defiantly 
into a TV studio camera "What is Russia preparing for?" he asked. 
As if in reply, the director cut to an ominous backdrop image of an 
intercontinental ballistic missil e emerging from an underground 
launch silo. 

"During the era ofpolitical romanticism, the Soviet Union pledged 
never to use nuclear weapons first, " Kiselyov told the audience of 
his current affairs show, one of the country's most widely watched 
programs. "But Russia's current military doctrine does not." He 
paused briefly for effect. "No more illusions." 

Since the start of the crisis in Ukraine, which has massive 
geostrategic importance for Russia, state-controlled TV has engi
neered an upsurge in aggressive anti-Western sentiment, with 
Kiselyovas the Kremlin's top attack dog. 

Last spring, as Washington warned of sanctions over Russia's 
seizure of the Ukrainian peninsula of Crimea, Kiselyov boasted about 
his country's fearsome nuclear arsenal. "Russia is the only country 
in the world realistically capable of turning the US. into radioactive 
ash," he declared. 

Kiselyou's blood-curdling comments ioill haue had the Kremlin 's 
implicit backing, analysts say. "This threat of nuclear war should be 
taken seriously," said Sergey Markov, a political strategist. "In Rus
sia, we believe that Ukraine has been occupied by the US. And that 
this occupation is not about democracy, or even money, but that it is 
the first step in a war against Russia The US. is seeking to under
mine our sovereignty, neutralize our nuclear potential, and steal 
our oil and gas. Under these circumstances, the danger of nuclear 
confrontation is very real." 

President Putin has spoken of what he called a "NATO legion " 
fighting alongside the Ukrainian army. 

Amid these tensions, Kiselyov is not the only one pushing the 
possibility of nuclear confrontation with the West . Russia's Zvezda 
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TV channel, owned by the defence ministry, has also been preparing 
its audience for the worst. "Russia and the US. are on the verge of 
nuclear war," read a headline on its website. The article cited an 
analyst from the Moscow-based Poli tika think tank, Vyacheslav 
Nikonov, which said a nuclear exchange between the two former 
Cold War-era foes was increasingly likely because the US. wanted 
Russia to "disappear" as an independent country. 

Russia has the world 's largest stockpile of nuclear weapons, with 
8,400 warheads compared with a US. total of 7,500. A day after last 
week 's peace talks in Belarus, Russia's nuclear forces staged large
scale exercises, soon after navy nuclear combat drills in the Arctic. 
All of which causes concern in the West. Michael Fallon, the UK 
Defence Secretary, said earlier this month that he was worried Rus
sia had "lowered its threshold" for the use of nuclear weapons, while 
"integrating nuclear with conventional forces in a rather threaten
ing way." 

State television 's war rhetoric is not confined to the nuclear. In 
recent days, one Kremlin-run. channel has discussed lww long 
it would take for Russian tanks to "reach Berlin." 

-Nai'l Post, 2/15 
RUSSIAN ATTENTION ON MAGOG 

This discussion points to the pending conquest of Germany 
(Magog-Eze. 38:2), one of the key identifiers of the personage 
of Gog, who is styled "Gog of the land of Magog," and a terri
tory that will fall under God's wrath-"J will send a fire on 
Magog" (Eze. 39:6). Germany has had a hard history with the 
Jews, and its exploits under the leadership of Gog leading up 
to the battle ofArmageddon will make it the fitting place, along 
with Italy, France, Belgium., Spain, Hungary, and Greece, of 
the lake of fire of Rev. 19:19-20 tChristadelphian, 1879, p. 3). 

Germany, then, plays a key role in the plans of Russia to 
take Europe, falling geographically after Ukraine and Poland. 
It is very telling that its profile has recently risen in Russia's 
social engineering efforts toward justifying its attack against 
Crimea-

More than 25 years after the Berlin Wall's fall, Russian lawmak
ers are mulling a proposal to condemn West Germany's 1990 "an
nexation" of East Germany as Moscow's answer to Western denun
ciation of its seizure of Crimea. 

Sergei Naryshkin, speaker of Russian parliament's lower house, 
ordered legislators to consider an appeal from a Communist Party 
deputy to denounce the reunification of Germany as an illegal land 
grab of East Germany by its western neighbour. 
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The collapse of Socialist rule in East Gerrnany-officially known 
as the German Democratic Republic (GDR)- heralded the end of 
the Cold War, and was met with jubilation in the West. 

But the Conununist lawmaker sponsoring the proposal argued 
the absorption of the GDR-a Soviet Union satellite since the end of 
WWII-into a unified Germany in October 1990 was illegal. 

"Unlike Crimea, a referendum was not conducted in the German 
Democratic Republic." 

The desire by some to revise Moscow's position is born of anger 
over international condemnation of Russia's own seizure of Ukraine's 
Crimean peninsula 

Russian President Vladimir Putin, himself a KGB officer in East 
Germany when the Berlin Wall fell, spearheaded the annexation of 
Crimea against a backdrop of patriotic fervour last year. 

-The Local (Germany), 2/15 
Along this line, it may not be long before Germany becomes 

another territory for Russia to 'take back' after losing control 
of the eastern half at the fall of Communism. 
ALL THE WORLD UNDER THREAT 

But why would Russia stop there?
Russian tanks descending on Warsaw and Berlin? Missiles lobbed 

at Washington and London? Such are the scenarios aired by a Rus
sian national television program in response to suggestions that world 
leaders mark the defeat of Nazi Germany somewhere other than in 
MoscoVi. 

In a recent segment broadcast the St. Petersburg-based Channel 
5 station suggest[ed] sending Russian tanks, fighter jets, and nuclear 
missiles to Western capitals should world leaders snub Russia's cel
ebration of the 70th anniversary of Victory Day in May. 

"It's a very intriguing idea to move our Victory Day parade to 
London or Berlin. We could certainly display our tanks in Warsaw 
and hold a large, European tour," Strizhak said. 

Strizhak proceeds to pass the baton to a reporter who explains 
the relative ease with which Russian tanks and fighter jets could 
reach numerous European capitals. 

"Warsaw is too easy. It's only 1,300 kilometers from Moscow to 
the Polish capital," adding that Russian tanks could make it to the 
Warsaw suburbs "in less than a day." 

He adds that Berlin is just 1,800 kilometers away and would be 
"a nice place for a friendly visit" for the May 9 Victory Day celebra
tions, Russia's most revered national holiday. 

"That [distance) is nothing for a modem army. Furthermore, many 
Russian officers hnoui Germany pretty well. They won't even need any 
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maps," he says in the report, which segues into animation slwwing 
tanks rumbling into a city as a German flag is lowered and replaced 
by the Russian tricolor: 

"Prague, Helsinki, Vilnius , Tallinn, Riga: Those are all very close," 
he adds. 

The reporter then sets his sights on London and Washington, 
which, he notes, will require "significant advanced planning" 
and the involvement of the Russian Navy and Air Force. 

"But there's still time until May," he says. "We have a big 
army. There's enough for everyone and for Moscow as well." 

He ends the segment by noting "with regret" that Russia's 
"Western partners" won 't be able to see the Russian military's 
Iskander and Satan missiles on parade. 

"Those can only be delivered from Russia by air," he says. 
Channel 5 is owned by the National Media Group, in which 

Bank Rossia owns a stake. The bank's largest shareholder, Yury 
Kovalchuk, is a close associate of Russian President Vladimir 
Putin. 

The EU says Bank Rossia owns "im por tant stakes in the Na
tional Med ia Group, which in turn controls television stations 
that actively support the Russian government's policies of desta
bilization of Ukraine."-RFE/RL, 2/15 

Things are progressing marvelously to the day when the 
power of God will be revealed in the multitudinous Christ 
in military array-the "Eloah upon his horses and chariots 
of salvation," of Hab. 3:3, 8. Europe will fall to Gog, and 
then Gog's final intent will be to "come up against Yahweh's 
people of Israel, as a cloud to cover the land" (Eze. 38:16). 
But the decree has gone forth, that at the hand of Yahweh's 
Son and his army, Gog "shall come to his end, and none 
shall help him" (Dan. 1l:45).-T.D.C. 

Ecc1esial News (Continued from page 74)
 

just thinking about it but with the prayerful, everyday be

seeching to the Father above that His Son will soon appear;
 
and that we con t in ue to read, study and apply God's Word
 
consistently in our lives. 

With loving greetings from the London Berean Christadel
phian ecclesia.-bro. David Clubb 

One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Cont inu ed from page 108) 

doctrine of Christ had no connection with nationality. There 
was no better spectacle than to see men of all nations sitting 
down together united in the one Faith. 
The Truth came from the most unpopular people that were in 
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existence 1,800 years ago-the Jews. And although he (the lec
turer) was from America where he had resided for about 30 
years, yet he was a native of England ... Truth did not depend 
on the person uttering it. 
3) At the third lecture . . . last Tuesday night, we were agree
ably surprised to find that the audience was quite as numer
ous . . . At the close of the second lecture a young man came up 
to the platform and spoke to a brother about 2 Peter 3, as a 
proof that the earth would be burned up and not exist forever. 
The Doctor, hearing of this, decided to explain the passage in 
his next lecture. 
4) The fourth and last lecture .. . is fully reported in the en
closed newspaper slip that I need not scarcely add anything to 
it . . . It was indeed a most splendid lecture. The Doctor was 
very animated and rivetted the attention of everyone in the 
room for an hour and three quarters. 
To understand Peter it was necessary to go back to his time, 
and not applying names of things then existing to present 
things. It was to the Jews of 1800 years ago that Peter said God 
was long-suffering, and not to present Gentiles. 
The word "elements" was used by Paul in Gal. 4:3-9; and in 
Col. 2:20 the same word was translated "r udiments," in all of 
which cases it referred to the Mosaic ordinaces, etc. 

* * * 
THE "Sunday Morning Exhortation, No. 117" by bro. Roberts, concerned 
those who are "The Called"

John was commanded to write, "Blessed are they that are called 
to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb." The blessedness here 
affirmed doubtless refers to those who will actually be called 
within the glorious circle of approved guests at the Lord 's 
coming. 
Nevertheless, it is a blessedness for us to contemplate in pro
spect and in some measure to realise by faith now. Those who 
are called are called now, and therefore the blessedness said to 
begin now, the only uncertain element in the case being our 
ignorance of who among those who have been called will be 
chosen. 

* * 
IN the next section of '7he Waysof Providence, No . 18," bro. Roberts looked 
at the life of Solomon. He mentioned-

Solomon naturally engages our attention after David. There is 
comparatively little in the life of Solomon that bears upon the 
ways of Providence so far as that striking enunciation and 
illustration of them is concerned, which is the object of these 
papers to elucidate. 
There is actual Providence or divine intro-natural working in 
his case in fact; but his case as a whole is not remarkable for 
the obvious exemplification of it. There are just one or two 
points, and at those we will look . 
First, there is his own recognition of the ways of Providence 
throughout the prayer in which he opened the Temple for the 
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purpose for which it was built (1 Kgs. 8). He supposes the case
 
of Israel being "smitten down before the enemy," and admits
 
that such an eventuality would be "because they had sinned
 
against him" (Jehovah) (v. 3).
 
Now the triumph of the enemy would proximately be a natural
 
affair; but Solomon allows that God would participate in the
 
event by allowing it, in punishment of the sins of His people.
 

Bro. Roberts then added-
Where God is feared, His promises believed and His command

ments obeyed, there is Providence at work, shaping natural
 
circumstances from behind, to give them an appointed issue
 
for good though the road travelled may be apparently evil. "The
 
eyes of the Lord are over the righteous: His ears are open to
 
their cry."
 
Next, there is the answer that was given to Solomon's prayer
 
and the conclusions involved in the statements made when
 
considered in the light of the events to which they referred: "If
 
ye shall at all turn from following Me, ye or your children, and
 
will not keep my commandments . . . then will I cut off Israel
 
out of the Land which I have given them, and thi s house which
 
I have hallowed for My name will I cast off out of my sight . . .
 
therefore hath the Lord brought upon them all this evil (1 Kgs.
 
9:3-9). The points in this declaration are obvious. In case of
 
disobedience, the overthrow of Israel, the rejection of the
 
Temple, th e subjection of the nation to evil, were all to be the
 
work of God.
 

* * 
AN announcement was made in regard to a new book entitled, "Seasons 
of Comfort"

"Fifty-Two Sunday Morning Exhortations at the Table of the
 
Lord"-This is now sufficiently far advanced to justify the hope
 
of immediate appearance. We have seen proof of the bulk, but
 
hope to receive the volumes themselves-(ornamentaI and gilt
 
edge )-into the office in a week or two,
 

* * * 
BRO. Roberts in his "Editorial" again commented on world events

"Peace and Joy!" Blessed conditions, but how scarcely attainable 
in a state of things like those which prevail in the world at the 
present time. Nay, may we not say how utterly unattainable . 
apart from that peace which Jesus said he would leave his 
disciples, and which should be consummated when he should 
see them again, and their hearts should rejoice. 
It is written concerning Israel at a certain stage of their 
disobedient history: "In those times, there was no peace to him 
that went out nor for him that came in, but great vexations 
were upon all the inhabitants of the countries. And nation was 
destroyed of nation , and city of city, for God did vex them with 
adversity." 
This may be said to be descriptve of the condition prevailing 
among the Gentiles, who are not less disobedient than were 
Israel. 
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BRO. Roberts' indicated the desire of many that his lectures on "Revela
tion" be published In a book form. He commented-

A strong desire has been expressed for the publication of these 
lectures, which are now in progress ... The general sentiment 
is represented by a sister who writes from a distance .. ."Eureka 
is too deep for me, whereas I can easily understand what brother 
Roberts writes, and I so desire to understand the Apocaylpse. 
Do get him to publish them." 
To comply, the Editor has no objections; but publication of 
Thirteen Lectures is no light matter in the absence of the 
wherewithal, and past experience is not encouraging to 
venturesomeness. Dr. Thomas' plan, which he advised the 
Editor to adopt, is the the best, viz., to wait till a certain number 
is subscribed for at a price. Weare inclined to adopt the plan in 
the future. 

* * * 
BIBLE Lectures (135 Years Ago)

"The Second Coming of Christ the One Thing Needful"
 
"The Return from Babylon"
 
"The Sword of the Spirit"
 
"What Doth Hinder Me to be Baptized?"
 
''What is a Soul and What is Salvation?"
 
"The Doctrine of the Trinity Considered"
 
"The Keys of Peter and Christ"
 
"The Church or the Bible"
 
"The Burning Up of the Earth"
 
"Christ's Answer to the Dying Thief-Today Shalt Thou be
 
with Me in Paradise" 

"The Coming Struggle Amongst the Nations of the Earth: the
 
Overthrow and Destruction of the Kingdoms of Men by the
 
Stone Power of Israel
 

February Answers-"Occupations" 
1. Cain-Tiller of ground 21. Asaph-SUnger 
2. Abel-Shepherd 22. Chuza-Steward 
3. Hege--Keeper ofwomen 23. Aquila-Tentmaker 
4. Luke--Physician 24. Dorcas-Garment maker 
5. Jubal-Musician 25. Rachel-Shepherdess 
6. Noah-Husbandman 26. Gideon--Judge 
7. Cushi-Runner 27.Rehum~hancellor 

8. Pilate--Governor 28. Shebna-Scribe 
9. Amos-Herdman 29. Balaam-Soothsayer 
10. Lydia-Seller of purple 30. Huldah-Prophetess 
11. Hagar-Handmaid 31. Elymas--Sorcerer 
12. Ju1ius~enturion 32. Erastus-e-Chamberfain 
13. Philip-Evangelist 33. Publrus-e-Chiefman 
14. Zenas-Lawyer 34. Michael-Archangel 
15. James-Fisherman 35. Nimrod-Hunter 
16. Gallio-Deputy 36. Goltath-s-Champlon 
17. Mesha-Sheepmaster 37. Tiberius-Emperor 
18. Josiah-King 38. Candace--Queen 
19. Lysfas-s-Chfef captain 39. Deborah-Nurse 
20. Simon-Tanner 40. LysanJas-Tetrarch 
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One Hundred & Thirty-Five Years Ago� 
Tlul Christadelphlan, March, 1880 

ANOTHER section on the labours of bro. Thomas while in London, En
gland, continued in this month's Issue of Christadelphian. The letters were 
written by a brother who wrote of bro. Thomas' efforts. They appeared 
under the title of "Dr. Thomas in London Ten Years Ago. W We extract brief 
notes from some of the letters-

1) The Doctor's last Monday evening lecture was delivered 
... He commenced by reading the 1st chapter of Ephesians, 
commenting on various phrases as he proceeded. It was ad
dressed, he said, to saints who were living in the times of the 
apostles, thereby showing that for men to become saints it 
was not necessary to be canonized hundreds of years after I

.1death.� 
They were "in Christ," not out of him. This was the distinc�
tion between saints and sinners. The former were in Christ, I� 
but the latter were out of him. "In" was a little word, but it 1� 

was quite as necessary to attend to the little words of Scrip�
ture as to the big ones.� 
2) Enclosed you will find a short newspaper report of the� 

(ConJi nued on page 104) 

BIBLE PUZZLE-"Pairs" 
1. Bel 11. Peleg 21. Stoics 31. Pharez 
2. Dan 12.Adah 22. Medes 32. Michal 
3. Paul 13. Jubal 23. Annas 33. Haggai 
4. Ebal 14. Zinni 24. James 34. Jannes 
5.Tyre 15. Moab 25.Zebah 35. Joshua 
6.0reb 16. David 26. Orpah 36. Jupiter 
7. Mary 17. Rezin 27. Castor 37. Aholah 
8. Felix 18. Prisca 28. Bilhah 38.Balaam 
9. India 19. Eldad 29. Jachin 39. Shebna 
10. Peter 20. Sheba 30. Zadok 40. Eleazar 
Abiathar Cozbi John Ruth 
Aholibah Dedan Joktan Sidon 
Ammon Drusilla Martha Silvanus 
Andrew Eliakim Medad Tubal-cain 
Aquila Epicureans Merab Zalmunna 
Balak Ethiopia Mercurius Zarah 
Beersheba Gerizim Nebo Zechariah 
Boaz Goliath Pekah Zeeb 
Caiaphas Ithamar Persians Zillah 
Caleb Jambres Pollux Zilpah 
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