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Ecclesial News 
WORCESTER, Mass.—  (1958) 

We held our Sunday School outing on Aug. 17 at the farm home of 

bro. & sis. Warren Rankin, in Charlton, Mass, (about 6 miles from our 

hall). We had the pleasure of the company of the following brethren 

and sisters from the Boston ecclesia: bre. and sisters Sargent Sr., 

Sargent Jr., and Russell; and sisters Hilda Davey, Willey and Strong.  

After lunch, we assembled in the house for the afternoon program. 

Bro. Will Davey spoke on Daniel 2, concerning the four universal 

empires, down through to our own day, to the fall of the kingdoms of 

men and the restoring of God's Kingdom of Israel, with Christ as King 

over all the earth, and all the earth filled with the glory of God, as so 

long foreordained in the Covenants of Promise. It was a very enjoyable 

day.  

Our sis. Norma Rankin, with Nancy Prentice, a Sunday School 

scholar, and Dorothy Gray who has been attending our meetings for 

some time, drove to the Annual Fraternal Gathering at Hye, Texas, a 

distance of over 2000 miles. After the Gathering they visited brethren 

and sisters in different parts of the country, going through over ⅔ of the 

48 states and having travelled, by the time they reached home, 6700 

miles. Our hearts go out to our heavenly Father for His care of them, 

and their safe return.  

It is with great gratitude to our Father that we have had the 

opportunity of assisting two more of Adam's race to be clothed upon 

with the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ through baptism.  

On Wed. evening, Aug. 27, EDGAR DAVEY was baptised; and on 

Aug. 31 was extended the right hand of fellowship at the Memorial 

Service. He is the son of bro. & sis. Will Davey.  

On Wed. evening, Sept. 10, DOROTHY GRAY rendered the 

obedience of baptism, and was given the right hand of fellowship on 

Sun. morning, Sept. 14.  

We pray that these two young people will keep their eyes fixed on 

the mark of the prize of our high calling in Christ Jesus, that when he 

returns to take unto himself all power and reign, they may be accepted 

as worthy to reign with him in his kingdom.  

With love and best wishes to all of like precious Faith, —Bro. R. Waid 

*** 
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We insert this old news from 1958 thinking of the love that some 

are exhibiting by visiting those around the country to cheer those in 

isolation. We remember Sis Rankin’s journey at that time when we saw 

her and her companions at Hye and when they visited us in Detroit. 

We were thankful to hear of the journey of love that our Sis. 

Annetta Jones just completed out west to those who need this spiritual 

association and who are not able to travel nor have the benefit of 

modern communication. She was able to visit the Vernon, Vancouver 

and Portland ecclesias. We are thankful to our Heavenly Father for 

keeping our sister safe on her journey. 

 

BRISBANE, Australia 

Dear brethren and sisters of the Berean Fellowship 

Greetings in the Hope of Israel. 

The Brisbane ecclesia informs the fellowship of the regrettable 

withdrawal of sis. Rachel Theaker for what she refers to as ‘personal’ 

reasons. We pray that our sister will reconsider her position at the 

earliest possible opportunity. 

 With respect to other news, bro. Peter & sis. Sharon Small are 

planning to return God willing to PNG during the month of July to visit 

the Lae and Aiyura ecclesias. Because their efforts were centred in Lae 

and Mt. Hagen at the end of last year, Aiyura could not at that time be 

visited. They plan to join in studies with the brethren and sisters on the 

subjects of the annual feasts under the Mosaic law as a prophecy of the 

‘faith’ that should ‘come’ with respect to the Lord Jesus’ first and 

second advent, along with the Emmanuel prophecy and the 70th  

anniversary of the rebirth of the nation of Israel. They hope also to do 

some public preaching in the nearby town of Kainantu. We pray this 

effort will both help to encourage our brethren and sisters of PNG, and 

also serve as a means of shining brightly the light of the gospel 

message into the hearts of interested friends of this part of Yahweh’s 

creation. 

We look forward to the time when the Aionian gospel will fill the 

earth as the waters cover the sea, to the glory of our loving heavenly 

Father. 

On behalf of the Brisbane Berean ecclesia, 

Your brother in Christ, Ted Mingham 
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EDITORIAL  

The Joy of Forgiveness 

“If Thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? But 

there is forgiveness with Thee, that Thou mayest be feared” Psa. 130:3-4. 

WHEN we come in contact with the Truth for the first time, and 

discover that we are not related to Christ in any way; that we are aliens 

from the commonwealth of Israel; that we are strangers from the 

covenants of promise; that we have no real hope; and are without God 

in the world—it becomes a startling revelation.  

From then on, we bend all of our energies in learning all we can and 

as fast as we can, in order to attain to a good knowledge of the things 

concerning the Kingdom of God and Name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We do that eagerly and joyfully because we have come to realize that 

our only way of escape from our natural condition that leads only to 

death, is through belief and obedience of the Gospel.  

The time comes when we believe we have sufficient knowledge. 

Therefore, we apply for examination. We cheerfully submit to an 

examination, for our intense desire is to be certain, so that our baptism 

will be valid, the answer of a good conscience, grounded in faith on a 

sound belief of the glorious promises of God. In Mark 16: 15-16, we 

read the words of Jesus when he instructed the apostles—  

“Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature. 

He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.”  

The first part of our joy was the announcement that the results of 

our examination were satisfactory, and a date for our baptism was 

announced. When that date arrived, we were immersed in water, in the 

presence of a number of witnesses; and as we rose from the water we 

realized that in the wonderful love and mercy of our heavenly Father 

our sins had been washed away (Acts 22:16), and we were now IN 

CHRIST, covered by his strength and perfection, and safe unto 

salvation as long as we continued to abide in him in faithfulness and 

obedience, and constant self-examination and striving toward the 

beauty and perfection of holiness.  

We had become a new creature, a brother of Christ, a son of God, 

and we thought of the words of Paul in Gal. 3:27-29—  

“As many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on 

Christ . . . And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs 

according to the Promise.”  

As we reflected upon the thrilling change that had come into our 

lives, the glowing words of Paul seemed to come alive with a new 
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intensity of meaning and glory: “heirs according to the Promise”—no 

longer a mere empty, worldly creature, but related to the faithful of old 

and to the glorious eternal things of God! And we were filled with 

exulting joy or, as Peter said, “joy unspeakable”—  

“Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but 

fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the HOUSEHOLD OF GOD:  

“And are built—safely, solidly established—upon the foundation of 

the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ  himself being the Chief Corner 

Stone” —Eph. 2:19-20.  

What a wonderful new relationship! What a sure foundation of 

joyful hope and expectation! How filled we should be with constant 

gladness, regardless of what may happen! Upon further reflection, we 

thought how joyful it would be if we could express ourselves as David 

did in Psalm 51. These words are given us by the Spirit through the 

sweet Psalmist, to express our deepest longings—  

“Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Thy loving-kindness! 

According unto the multitude of Thy tender mercies, blot out my 

transgression!  

“Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall 

be whiter than snow. For Thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give 

it. Thou delightest not in burnt offering. “The sacrifices of God are a 

broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not 

despise”  (vs. 1, 7, 16, 17).  

One of the most beautiful and touching cases of godly 

forgiveness—for our guidance and instruction—is that of Joseph 

toward his cruel and wicked brethren. First, they disliked him. Then 

their dislike changed to hatred. Then their hatred became so intense that 

one day when they were all away from home—  

“When they saw him afar off, even before he came near unto them, 

they conspired against him to slay him.  

“Come now, therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him into some 

pit! And we will say, Some evil beast hath devoured him. And we shall 

see what will become of his dreams!” —Gen. 37:18-20.  

In God’s over-ruling providence, a day was to come when, amid 

their bitter remorse and shame, they would “see what became of” his 

dreams. How evil to despise that which is good! How foolish to try to 

thwart the almighty hand of God!  

On this occasion, Reuben saved him from death at the hands of his 

brethren. Finally they sold him to merchantmen who took him to 

Egypt. He prospered for a time, but was later put in prison under false 
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and evil accusation, where his feet were hurt with fetters and he was 

laid in iron. In all this adversity, he remained steadfastly faithful to 

God, and after a period of dark suffering, God made him to prosper 

again, even in the prison. How clearly we now perceive the loving hand 

of God working through it all: but to Joseph at the time it was a sore 

and perplexing trial.  

After some time, because of his interpreting Pharaoh’s dreams, he 

was released and promoted to be ruler over the land of Egypt at the age 

of 30 years. 13 years have now passed since he was sold.  

Approximately 9 years later, ten of Joseph’s brethren came into 

Egypt to buy corn. Joseph recognized them but held his peace. 

Doubtless long before this, he had begun to see the working out of 

God’s marvelous purpose in the fulfilling of his dreams, and he 

patiently awaits the time of revelation. On their second trip, after 

severely (but lovingly) testing them, he made himself known to them. 

They were terrified at his presence, but he kindly said to them—  

“Come near to me, I pray you. And they came near. And he said, I 

am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. Now therefore be 

not grieved, nor angry with yourselves that ye sold me hither: for God 

did send me before you to preserve life” —Gen. 45:4-5.  

He continued his talk to the end of v. 15, and one can easily form a 

mental image of the tremendous relief and joy that came to the guilty 

brothers. But it was not permanent. Knowing the evil they had done, 

and the great power Joseph now had, they continued to fear that after 

the death of their father, Joseph would pay them back for all they had 

done to him. But Joseph reassured them and comforted them. Thus 

their fear and sorrow was turned to grateful joy. In Joseph we recognize 

the elements of a great and noble character: patience, gentleness, faith, 

understanding, and love.  

There may be certain times when we offend a brother or sister. How 

weak and erring we all are—struggling against the fleshly impulses of 

sin! Let us hasten to correct our fault. If a satisfactory explanation is 

given, and they forgive us, we are not only relieved of our sorrow, but 

we rejoice with radiant joy; for we then realize that the precious bond 

of brotherly love has not been broken. Let us ever endeavor to walk in 

the light of Paul’s words in Eph. 4:32—  

“Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 

even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you!”  

              —Bro. George A. Gibson, Editor  
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GATHERINGS & ACTIVITIES 
(To be held Yahweh Willing) 

HYE FRATERNAL GATHERING…….….…………….….….....July 22-29, 2018 

Bro. Mark Braune, 209 Ranger Dr, Buda TX, 78610 512-577-1119, 
markbraune@gmail.com, Study on 1st and 2nd Peter 
ODIADO BIBLE Study, Kenya.………..…….….………...  15 -19 August, 2018 
Bro. Shadrack Nakholi, Jackshadrack@gmail.com 

TENNESSEE Fraternal Gathering …….……………………..…Oct 6-7 2018 
Bro Jim Rankin 115 Sherwood Dr, Camden Tn 38320 731-441-8864 
email jttrans04@gmail.com “David and The Psalms” 

BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN YOUTH GATHERING KENYA……….  12 -16 December, 2018  
Place: Mumias, Bungoma County, Kenya. Theme: 2 Corinthians. For info email 
Bob Bent or Epa Wekati. 
     

Grace Be Unto You, And Peace 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, Who hath blessed us with all 

spiritual blessings in heavenly places.” 

Paul’s letter to the Ephesians is perhaps the highest expression of the 

joys that constitute the spiritual blessings in heavenly places. 

It was written many years before the Spirit had occasion through John 

to remind this ecclesia of its lost first love. Those among them who were 

moved by John’s warning words from Patmos would doubtless read 

again this earlier epistle of Paul. They would remember those purer and 

happier days. They would remember Paul’s tearful parting words of 

warning when he saw them for the last time at Miletus, words which at 

the time perhaps seemed unnecessarily ominous— 

“Take heed therefore unto yourselves…for I KNOW this, that after 

my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the 

flock.” (Acts 20:29). 

And they would remember too, that Jesus himself had said, shortly 

before he left them, 

“The love of the many shall wax cold” (Matt. 24:12, RV). 

Time would take its toll. Other things would claim the attention. The 

original enthusiasm would slowly disappear, and the lightstand, no 

longer zealously tended, would gradually flicker out. How slowly! But 

how surely and how deadly! 

“Thou hast left thy first love” (Rev. 2:4). 

tel:512-577-1119
mailto:markbraune@gmail.com
mailto:Jackshadrack@gmail.com
tel:(731)%20441-8864
mailto:jttrans04@gmail.com
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A watchman slumbering at his post with a cold, empty lamp in his 

hand! 

But none of this had begun when this epistle was written. All is light 

and joy and Paul writes freely and warmly of the things nearest to his 

heart—of the things he desired to share with the Corinthians, but could 

not because they were yet carnal and had to be carefully fed with milk as 

babes. 

He writes of the deep things of the glorious, predestinating purpose of 

God in Christ. He writes of the fellowship of the mystery, of the 

multitudinous unity of the Spirit, of the love of Christ which passeth all 

knowledge and which constrained Paul to super-human effort and 

endurance on behalf of his brethren. 

He writes of the fullness of God with which they were filled and by 

which they were gloriously strengthened with might in the inner man, 

and of the wonderful time in the future to which all creation was 

painfully travailing when God would gather together in one all things in 

Christ. 

Contemplating their love and faith and unalloyed zeal, he ceases not 

to give thanks unto God continually, and he prays that they may fully 

know within themselves the inexpressible joys of the working of His 

mighty power. 

“Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints…” 

—the separated ones, the holy people— “Be ye holy even as I am 

holy, saith the Lord.” 

“. . . to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ 

Jesus” (Eph. 1:1). 

Paul broadens his salutation to include not only the holy ones in 

Ephesus, but also that select and blessed few who in all ages come under 

the category of “the faithful in Christ Jesus.” Does this include us, too? 

Are we among the “faithful in Christ Jesus”? 

Faithful means many things. First, it means “firm in belief,” having 

the full assurance of faith, unquestioning and undoubting, single-minded 

adherence to God’s Word. 

“Without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he that cometh to 

God MUST BELIEVE” (Heb. 11:6). 

Secondly, it means “true to one’s word”—faithfully fulfilling one’s 

promises and obligations. 
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“Faithful is He that calleth you, Who also will do it” (1 Th. 5:24).  

“The Lord thy God, He is God, the faithful God which keepeth 

covenant and mercy” (Deut. 7:9).  

Third, faithful means “steadfast in the face of temptation,” holding 

firm and unmoved come what may. 

“Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown of life” 

Then faithful means “trustworthy in guarding what has been 

entrusted,” and diligent in its use. 

“He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and 

he that is unjust in the least is unjust in much.”  

“It is required in a steward that a man be found faithful” 

Let us remind ourselves of that—the little things are just as important 

as the big things for all is a matter of principle. Often, indeed, the little 

things are more important than the large things, and little sins worse 

than big ones. Why? Because while big transgressions may be the result 

of human weakness under great pressure, the little ones are often a sign 

of just plain heedlessness and lost love and enthusiasm for God. 

It is the little sins and little services that paint the true picture of the 

heart; the daily acts of faith or faithlessness, unaffected by either 

momentary stress or momentary enthusiasm. 

Many of God’s faithful committed grievous transgressions—they fell 

low, but when they came to themselves He received them again with joy, 

for He knew that their hearts were set upon Him and their life was bound 

up in His, though they were overcome for a while. 

Again, faithful means “trusting and dependent”—unwavering 

confidence and reliance. 

“If God so clothe the grass of the field ... how much more will He 

clothe you, O ye of little faith?”  

“Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith?” (Matt. 8:26).       

And, finally, faithful means “true and constant in affection,” having 

the entire heart and mind firmly fixed upon an object of devotion. It 

means steadfastness in love. This perhaps is the foundation of all its other 

meanings—the basis or motive power of all, for “Faith,” says Paul (Gal. 

5:6), “worketh by love.” 

Such then are the faithful in Christ Jesus; the ones to whom Paul is 

speaking throughout this epistle; the ones for whom these blessings are 
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reserved: 

“This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.”  

By this we can measure ourselves. 

*    *    * 

Verse 2: “Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and 

from the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

What is grace? What mental pictures does the word create? It is 

difficult to define. It carries the atmosphere of harmony, and loveliness, 

and courtesy, and kindness, and gentleness. It is, in brief, godliness of 

deportment. 

From grace we derive two related words—graceful and gracious. 

Graceful is defined as “displaying beauty in form or action,” that is, 

grace of body; while gracious means displaying beauty of the mind and 

character. 

“Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father.” 

“Be clothed with humility,” counsels Peter (I Pet. 5:5), “for God 

giveth grace to the humble.” And John records with an awe that is ever-

new: 

“The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his 

glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 

truth” (John 1:14). 

That is the ideal combination. Grace and Truth. It is easy to stress 

one to the exclusion of the other, and some tend to err one way and some 

the other, but neither Grace nor Truth is complete alone. Christendom at 

large makes much of Grace, but cares little for Truth. But Grace alone, 

though pleasant, has no eternal value. It must cling to the sturdy stock of 

Truth to give it vitality and purpose. 

Likewise Truth without Grace is like light without warmth. It is frigid 

and unmoving. It is easy to be convinced without being aroused, and if 

we convinced someone without arousing them, we only add to their 

condemnation without showing them the power to rise out of it.  

The multiplication table is truth, but it is without grace. It is possible, 

out of a desire to avoid the errors of Christendom, to present the Gospel 

of God in the same sterile fashion as a mathematical equation—to 

declare its truth with the implied attitude that: “There it is, take it or leave 

it.” This  error must be carefully avoided, too. 

“Let your speech be always with grace” (Col. 4:6). 
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“Speak that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister 

grace unto the hearers” (Eph. 4:29). 

That must be the purpose of all that we say— “To administer grace 

unto the hearers.” 

Truth itself is indeed a worthy object of search and attention, but 

it is the grace we find woven throughout all the Truth of God that 

kindles our love and affection. Let us, then, as Peter counsels (2 Pet. 

3:18), “Grow in grace, and in knowledge.” Let the two grow side by 

side, each helping the other. 

“Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the 

Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Peace—tranquillity, freedom from disturbance or agitation, calm, 

harmony, concord, exemption from fear. Not, as some picture it, an 

emotional vacuum, but a calm inner serenity that no external factor can 

touch. A serenity unshakably rooted in a perfect oneness with the Eternal 

Author of Peace. Jesus calmly said, in the dark night of agony and 

desertion that led to the cross: 

“Peace I leave with you: MY peace I give you . . . Let not your heart 

be troubled, neither let it be afraid!” 

Present conditions around us, both within the Household and without, 

emphasize the preciousness and blessing of peace. Not, of course, peace 

at any price—that is a fool’s paradise—but true, well-grounded, God-

given peace. 

There are, of course, always those to whom the thought of peace does 

not appeal, those to whom excitement and pleasure have a much more 

tantalizing ring. But this is a limited and pitiable mentality. The 

thoughtful student soon realizes that God has so constituted us that our 

deepest and fullest happiness demands quiet peace of both mind and 

body and that, in this present life, it is the greatest blessing that God can 

give. 

Now the Scriptures define certain elementary principles concerning 

peace, and the first is that, like every other good, it doesn’t just 

happen, but has definite causes. Peace is not the toy of time and 

chance. It does not come to us as the caprice of the cycle of fortune. It is 

determined by law—fixed, divine law. 

And furthermore, it is something that requires working and planning 

and earnest effort. It is, in a sense, a matter of learning and practice, 
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just like any other worthwhile accomplishment. We must learn how, and 

then, by practice, develop our skill. We must be prepared to make a 

great, all-consuming effort, i f we truly value the prize. The first relevant 

statement of Scripture is this: 

“I make peace ... I the Lord do these things” (Isa. 45:7).  

This is lesson one. True peace begins in God. And lesson 2 is: 

“There is NO PEACE, saith the Lord, to the wicked” (Isa. 48:22)  

Peace is divinely bestowed in proportion to righteousness: 

“GREAT PEACE have they which love Thy Law.” 

Loving the Law does not, of course, mean abstract admiration, for:  

“THIS is the love of God, that we keep His commandments.”  

Solomon declares, 

“My son forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my com-

mandments; for length of days, and long life, AND PEACE, shall they 

add unto thee” (Prov. 3:1-2). 

And Isaiah says, 

“The work of righteousness shall be peace” (Isa. 32:17). 

Obedience, then, is the first key to peace. We must accept this 

primary fact at the outset, before we even begin to take the course. It is 

inescapable, and the wise man will not kick against the pricks. The 

delicate balance of our minds and moods, that control which determines 

between tranquility and turmoil, is reserved within the almighty power of 

God. 

We may ignore God’s counsel and we may so arrange our outward 

circumstances by worldly provisions and guarantees that we seem 

assured against all the vagaries of chance, and peace appears to be 

inevitable, and men may envy us mightily, but still the divine verdict is, 

“Thou fool.” 

An obedient heart—a heart that yearns to obey and to conform itself 

to the holiness of the object of its affection—is an essential prerequisite 

to peace. Paul says of them that obey not God, 

“The WAY of peace have they not known” (Romans 3:17).  

They want it but it is hid from them. Paul says further we must:  

“Follow after the things that make for peace.” 

Peace is made, and we must learn how to make it. I f  we would 

have peace, we must take the steps that lead to peace. It is not enough 
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just to hope for it, and to pray for it. We must consciously set our course 

toward it, and we must keep moving along that course. Paul gets a step 

closer to telling us how when he says in this same epistle to the Romans 

(8:6), 

“To be SPIRITUALLY-MINDED is peace” (Romans 8:6). 

Peace is a state of the mind. It does not depend upon the things that 

happen to us. They can’t give us peace or take it from us. Peace depends 

upon how we receive them and react to them. It is godliness with 

contentment—doing right and being satisfied. 

Zacharias, father of John the Baptist, said of Christ’s birth: 

“The dayspring from on high hath visited us ... to guide our feet in the 

way of peace.” 

Here again is the same thought— “The way of peace.” The dayspring 

to whom Zacharias refers reveals this way in Matt. 11:28— 

“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will 

give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me.” 

That is, Copy me, Follow my example— 

“. . . for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 

your souls” (Matt. 11:28-29). 

“Rest unto your souls” is a very good synonym for peace, and the 

way to it is, “Be meek and lowly.” Take it easy. Be content with little. 

Leave the worrying to God. Settle back into the everlasting arms. Cast 

your care upon Him. Turn it all over to your Father. Give up the frantic 

struggle to keep up with the mad and endless treadmill. 

Relax your grip upon the things that are vanishing and let the world 

rush by. Don’t look after it longingly, because it isn’t going 

anywhere—but of course it doesn’t know that. 

“Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth 

understanding . . . Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths 

are peace” (Prov. 3:13, 17). 

“To be spiritually-minded is peace.” 

“He that is spiritual discerneth all things” (1 Cor. 2:15). This is the 

basis of his peace, and it is a real and genuine foundation. His peace is 

founded upon knowledge—the knowledge that— 

“ALL things work together for good to them that love God.” 

It is only necessary to know the truth, and be really convinced of it, 
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and to live in harmony with it, to achieve peace. It doesn’t require self-

deception. We don’t have to pretend or run away from the facts. We only 

need to stand well back and get a good clear picture of everything in its 

true proportion, and peace is the inevitable result. 

Everything in God’s universe is progressing according to schedule. 

There is nothing out of hand. God is in full control. The plan is rolling 

forward gloriously; and the present puppets, which loom so large and 

self-important, are but passing shadows. 

And we’ve got to hold on to that picture! We must not let it fade 

away and be replaced by the sordid, distorted, fractional view that is 

apparent to our immediate senses. 

Such, then, are the ingredients of peace. Supply these ingredients, and 

the desired result must follow. Let us list them. 

First, love, for that is the root and mainspring of all virtue. Meaning, 

of course, true scriptural love—pure, zealous and intense, “hating even 

the garment spotted by the flesh”—love that is bigger and stronger than 

fear. 

Then obedience: that naturally follows. That is the fruit that 

identifies the tree of love, and a tree is known by its fruits. 

Third, lowliness—for there is no peace in struggling endlessly up 

toward barren and elusive pinnacles of empty glory. A relaxed sense of 

nothingness and powerlessness. A contentment to be of small account, 

knowing that man’s puny accomplishments and vain honors are 

worthless in God’s sight. The world cannot give us peace. Peace is in the 

hand of God, kept for His children alone. 

“The Lord will bless His people with peace” (Psa. 29:11). 

Fourth, meekness—mildness of temper, forbearance, humility, 

patience. True strength of character and power of mind. Self-control. 

Being big enough not to be petty and resentful. 

“The meek also shall increase their joy in the Lord” (Psa. 29:19). 

“He will beautify the meek with salvation” (Psa.149:4). 

“The hidden man of the heart . . . the ornament of a meek and quiet 

spirit” (1 Pet. 3:4). 

Then graciousness—for if we are to have real peace our outward 

contacts must leave us with no inward regrets. We must learn to give of 

our best to everyone—to treat everyone with studied courtesy and 

kindness—never too big or too busy to be kind and considerate. 
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And this, to mean anything, must be without regard to persons. 

If  angels ever deign to visit us unawares, they are not likely to come 

disguised as pompous bank directors or corporation presidents, but as 

very simple, common people. 

Sixth, wisdom—vision and discernment, for peace requires a keen 

perception that pierces through the disquieting and deceptive outward 

appearance of things. We must live by the things that are not seen, for 

these are the real things. We must, with Moses, “see Him who is 

invisible” (Heb. 11:27). 

Finally, spiritual mindedness—for peace is essentially a spiritual 

quality. The carnal mind never knows peace for it ever burns with an 

insatiable flame of bitterness and envy, lust and desire. Only God can 

calm the raging of the storm, and say to our troubled mind, “Peace, be 

still.” 

“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee.” 

Such, then, are the seven pillars of the temple of peace, the seven 

keys to the garden of spiritual rest. 

“Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the 

Lord Jesus Christ.” 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who hath 

blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places.” 

It is these ‘spiritual blessings’ in heavenly places that should fire our 

zeal to transform ourselves for God. Not so much for what God has done 

for us. Let us go deeper than that. It is for the love that caused Him 

to do it. Paul exclaims elsewhere, with an overflowing heart, 

“Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift” (2 Cor. 9:15). 

“We love Him,” says John, “because He first loved us” (1 John 

4:19). His love is so intense and so electrifying that when it meets a 

receptive heart, even this common clay cannot but be charged and 

transformed. 

But it must be kept in the direct focus of that influence. Our light, like 

that of the moon, is only reflected glory, and fades quickly when the 

source is obscured. So again we perceive that all is of Him, even our 

love for Him. 

What are these “spiritual blessings in the heavenlies” of which Paul 

speaks? They are summarized in John’s words, 

“Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed on us, that 
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we should be called the sons of God!” (1 John 3:1). 

FULL adoption into the divine family, with all its privileges! He 

throws the door to Himself wide open. Sonship implies fellowship and 

communion, confidence and dependence. He could offer us no more 

than to offer us Himself. No higher honor. No greater blessing. And He 

gives it to us freely, merely upon our promise to be faithful, and to 

give Him in loving return the pitiful little we have to give. 

“All things are yours . . . the world, life, death, things present, things to 

come; ALL ARE YOURS!” (1 Cor. 3:22-23). 

“Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling . 

. . what manner of persons ought we to be in all holy conversa-

tion and godliness!” 

Holiness, the divine eternal beauty of holiness, is the purpose of all 

this manifestation of love toward us. I f  it fails to move us to ceaseless 

and wholehearted efforts in that direction, it has missed its object and 

failed in its purpose. This is the end to which all is directed, as Paul 

continues here in v. 4, 

“According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of 

the world, THAT WE SHOULD BE HOLY and without blame before 

Him in love.” 

That is the glorious secret of His purpose—a people perfected in 

holiness by love. Not by force or fear, but by love. Holiness is the 

watchword of the future. Even the bells of the horses are to be inscribed, 

“Holiness to the Lord.” (Zech. 14:20). 

“And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called 

the Way of Holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it.” 

And they shall sing with triumphant ecstasy— 

“Who is like unto Thee, O Lord, GLORIOUS IN HOLINESS?. . . 

Thou in Thy mercy hast led forth the people which Thou hast redeemed; 

Thou hast guided them in Thy strength unto Thy holy habitations” (Exod. 

15:11-13). 

Such was the Song of Moses, upon the deliverance of Israel, and such 

will be the Song of Moses and the Lamb. 

“Every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is 

pure . . . Blessed are the pure in heart.”      —Bro. G.V.Growcott 
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Signs – EU, Russia, UN 

We have been paying close attention to the many issues lately, 
which have been uniting the EU, and Russia. This is a necessary 
condition for the time of the end. (Whether before or after the return 
of Christ, we can’t say.) The Arab immigrant invasion, supported by 
the EU, began this trend. The US getting out of the Iran deal, has 
been foremost in helping this union along, as Russia and the EU 
have tried to find away to keep the Iran deal intact, without the US 
being in the deal. This hasn’t gone too well, as European 
companies have repeatedly chose to honor US sanctions, rather 
than risk their relationship with US companies. But it has helped 
EU/Russian relations. 

The 25% steel and 10% aluminium tariffs are the most recent 
focal point, uniting Russia and the EU, and will be the principle 
subject of the G7 meeting tomorrow. Russia has threatened to take 
the US to the world court over their actions, and today announced 
cooperating tariffs to be launched against the US by Russia and the 
EU. 

The legal basis for the tariffs, have been a claim by the US that 
the continued dumping of steel and aluminium into the US at below 
market prices, threatens the viability of steel and aluminium plants 
in the US. The US plants cannot compete with the nations whose 
governments subsidize these industries. Therefore, the United 
States is considering this a “national security” matter. The nation 
needs to maintain its steel and aluminium industries to provide for 
its own defence. 

A little levity was introduced into the discussion today, when 
Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada, complained to President 
Trump, that it is ridiculous to consider Canada a threat to the 
national security of the US. To which President Trump responded: 
“Didn’t you guys burn down the White House in the War of 1812?” 

US Withdraws from UN Human Rights Council 

The United States withdrew all association with the UN Human 
Rights Council yesterday. This includes all funding, and related 
funding for the Human Rights Council. They did so according to 
Secretary Haley for the following reasons: 

[Haley Quote] “"Human rights abusers continue to serve on, and 
be elected to, the council," said Haley, listing US grievances with 
the body. "The world's most inhumane regimes continue to escape 
its scrutiny, and the council continues politicizing scapegoating of 
countries with positive human rights records in an attempt to distract 
from the abusers in its ranks." 
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"For too long," Haley said, "the Human Rights Council has been 
a protector of human rights abusers, and a cesspool of political 
bias." [END QUOTE] 

The United States did not originally join the Human Rights 
Council when it was established in 2006 because of anti-Israel bias, 
but did eventually join when President Obama led the US, but again 
is withdrawing, something President Trump has been promising 
since being elected. While the Human Rights Council is paramount 
among UN organizations which attack Israel, it is by no means the 
only one. Here is a summary of UN organizations and their 
resolutions against Israel. 

U.N. PROPORTIONALITY 

Summary: 

UN Human Rights Council: From its creation in June 2006 
through June 2016, the UN Human Rights Council over one decade 
adopted 135 resolutions criticizing countries; 68 out of those 135 
resolutions have been against Israel (more than 50%). 

UN Nations General Assembly: From 2012 through 2015, the 
United Nations General Assembly has adopted 97 resolutions 
criticizing countries; 83 out of those 97 have been against Israel 
(86%). 

UNESCO: Each year, the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) adopts around 10 resolutions 
a year criticizing only Israel. UNESCO does not criticize any other 
UN member state in a country-specific resolution (100%). An 
exception occurred in 2013, when, under pressure from UN Watch, 
UNESCO adopted one resolution on Syria. 

World Health Organization: For one week every year, the UN 
World Health Assembly, the decision-making body of the World 
Health Organization (WHO), meets to formulate global health policy. 
Resolutions are adopted to address global health issues. There is 
one exception: the annual resolution entitled “Health conditions in 
the occupied Palestinian territory, including east Jerusalem, and in 
the occupied Syrian Golan,” which singles out Israel for 
condemnation; no other country in the world is condemned by the 
WHO. 

ILO: The International Labour Organization (ILO) was 
established to improve conditions of labor, regulate work hours, 
fight unemployment, assure adequate living wages, and protect 
workers worldwide. At its annual conference, however, the ILO 
produces a single country-specific report castigating Israel. 
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Just this month, on June 1, 2018, the UN Security Council 
sponsored a resolution condemning Israel for its response against 
the rocket attacks and border protests from Hamas in the Gaza 
Strip. Ten nations supported the resolution which was vetoed by the 
US, the lone no vote. Britain (and three others) abstained. 

To counter this resolution, the US sponsored a resolution 
condemning Hamas for firing rockets into Israel. The US was the 
only yes vote, four voted no (including Russia who has veto power,) 
while Britain (and ten others) abstained. 

In explaining their vote to abstain from the US resolution 
condemning Hamas, Britain said that the resolution did not 
adequately lay out Israel’s responsibility in the matter. I’m not sure 
what Israel’s responsibility was, for Hamas firing rockets into Israel. 

Zec 14:2  “For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; 
and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women 
ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the 
residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city.”                    

                                                                                    —Bro. Jim Phillips 

 

Meditations— Deity’s Ways No. 107 
“WE must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ” (2 Cor. 

5:10). How emphatic is this utterance of Paul. Let us try to think and 

speak with the same assurance. The nature of the subject demands the 

effort. Nothing will exempt us from appearing at Christ’s tribunal. We 

may escape conscription, and even death, but the judgment we cannot 

escape. “We must all appear.” What a gathering that will be—many 

will be included in it who will have been in their graves for ages, and 

some will be there who will not have tasted death. Young and old, rich 

and poor, educated and illiterate, worthy and unworthy, will be 

included in the vast assemblage. And the object of the gathering is 

judgment—to hear Christ publicly express his mind as to who of us is 

fit, and who are not fit, to live for ever! How terribly solemn, yet how 

glorious, will be the occasion! How heart-breaking for some, and how 

heart-rejoicing for others! What tears of despair, and tears of joy, will 

be shed! What cruel disappointments, and happy surprises! “Depart, ye 

cursed,” are the words to fall on many poor ears, and “Come, ye 

blessed” on many others. To which of these words will it be our lot to 

listen? Is it wrong to discuss the question? The scriptures do not say so. 

As a thief, as a midnight robber, Christ will steal in upon the world. 

In like manner he will come to many in the brotherhood. But not so to 

faithful brethren and sisters. To these he will come, not as an 
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unexpected and unwanted intruder, but as a looked-for and longed-for 

friend. What is our position in this matter? Are our thoughts fixed on 

Christ’s return? Are we ready and waiting to give him a welcome? And 

are we confident that when he comes he will account us as his friends? 

In answering this last question, let us be careful not to deceive 

ourselves. It is possible for us to believe that we are the friends of 

Christ when we are nothing of the kind. The scriptures foreshow the 

bitter disappointment—the staggering humiliation—of many who will 

have been so deluded (Matt. 7:22, 23). To avoid such a calamity, let us 

engage freely in self-examination. It is the only course that will save us. 

Christ’s friends are restricted to those who keep his commandments 

(Jno. 15:14). Do we keep his commandments? His commandments, let 

us not forget, relate equally to home life, business life, and ecclesial 

life. To be faithful as husbands or wives will not compensate for our 

unfaithfulness as fathers or mothers; and so in other relationships. May 

God help us to be obedient to Him in all these things so that we may 

not be put to shame in the approaching day of our Lord’s appearing. 

A man would be accounted a fool who expected seed to take root 

and flourish in hard-trodden earth, and quite as much so if he expected 

a delicate and tender plant to thrive side by side with a noxious weed. 

This is a thought suggested by the exhortation of God to the men of 

Judah and Jerusalem— “Break up your fallow ground and sow not 

among thorns” (Jer. 4:3). Let us learn the lesson; it is just as applicable 

now as in the days of Jeremiah. Good seed, if it is to prosper, must have 

satisfactory soil and no hurtful companions—all weeds must be 

uprooted. To speak literally, if God’s word is to profit us, we must see 

to it that our minds are impressionable, and that we are ready to accept, 

wholly and unreservedly, all that He has said. Naturally, we love to 

pick and choose—to throw aside some things and to fight like Trojans 

for others. The only remedy for this weakness is courage and honesty 

of purpose, remembering that to discard one false doctrine will profit us 

little if we willingly cling to another. Similarly, it will avail us nothing 

to give up swearing, gambling, and intemperance if we hold on to other 

vices which God has condemned. As we gather from God’s figure of 

the husbandman, much care and labour must be bestowed if good 

results are to be achieved. Without this, our mental soil will soon 

harden, and weeds (false doctrines and bad habits) will quickly 

multiply. Our duty is to watch, and when the latter appear to “go for 

them.” 

The poor Jews in Jerusalem are faced with starvation. “The cry for 

help is pitiful and insisting.” Forty thousand of God’s people, so the 

Jewish Chronicle tells us, have been living on the world’s charity, and 
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that has now ceased. What can we do to help? Not much, perhaps, but 

could we not do a little? Shall we let the opportunity pass without 

trying? What would Nehemiah, Jeremiah, Paul, and Christ (who were 

moved to tears when beholding Israel’s miseries) have done? Are the 

Jews nothing to us? Are they not the race to which we, by adoption, 

now belong? Is it not their good things that we hope one day to share? 

The question is, how can we help? How can we get money to 

Jerusalem, and how can we ensure its being satisfactorily spent when 

there? Upon this point the editor of the Jewish Chronicle writes: — “It 

is quite true that the Jews in Palestine are really in great distress, but 

unhappily they are in an enemy country and it is impossible to send 

money to them. I have, however, been in communication with the 

Government with a view to obtaining their permission to send material, 

such as food, etc., into Palestine, and the Government are now 

considering whether they are able to allow this to be done. As soon as I 

hear I will let you know what arrangement is being made to relieve the 

distress.” Pending the arrival of this information let our prayers—

Daniel-like—go forth on Israel’s behalf. But let us not stop there. Let 

us save up so as to assist as soon as the way opens. But there must be 

no ostentation nor parade in the matter (Matt. 6:1–4). When the time 

comes, let each ecclesia send its contribution anonymously. 

How strong is a father’s love for his children. How real and deep is 

his concern for their happiness and well-being. How he contrives to 

dispel their little fears and misgivings. How willing and how eager he is 

to overlook their weaknesses and shortcomings. Just so is it with God 

and ourselves. “Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth 

them that fear him” (Ps. 103:13). Let not the invisibility of God dull 

our senses to the truth and preciousness of this beautiful scripture. 

Neither let us squeeze all sweetness out of it by interpreting wrongly 

any evil which God has suffered to enter into the experience of His 

beloved ones. God, as a Father, chastens us, but He has not always the 

rod in hand. He punishes sometimes, but only when we are exceedingly 

perverse. But a good Father He always is, and His blessings are 

infinitely more than we deserve. He tells us that His eyes are never off 

us, and that He is ever ready to listen to any cry of distress (1 Pet. 3:12, 

13; Heb. 13:5). Let us repose in Him. Let us appreciate and appropriate 

the comfort contained in His many promises—not merely in those 

which relate to the future, but to those also which apply to the present. 

Let us not anticipate evil. Let us not weep before we are hurt. Let us 

study the Psalms more, and try to attune our minds to the trustful, 

grateful, uncomplaining spirit they breathe. 

                                                                —Bro. A.T. Jannaway  1913 
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A New And Living Way 

“Put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is 

corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; and be renewed in the spirit of 

your mind; and that ye put on the new man, which after God is created 

in righteousness and true holiness.” — Eph. 4:22, 24 

In the above passage the apostle Paul speaks of an “Old Man” and a 

“New Man.” The one is to be “put off” or discarded, the other is to be 

“put on” or developed within us. It is plain that the reference here is not 

to the physical or natural man, but rather to the character, manner of 

life, actions, thoughts and affections that go to make up the things that 

we do and the principles that we stand for. 

Now since our salvation DEPENDS upon our putting off the former 

conversation, the Old Man, and being renewed in the spirit of our 

minds to the end that we might put on the New Man, it is essential that 

we clearly understand the characteristics of each. 

Paul gives a good description of the Old Man in Eph. 4:17— 

“Henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their 

minds, having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the 

life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the 

blindness of their heart: who being past feeling have given themselves 

over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.” 

The Old Man walks or lives as other Gentiles do, in the vanity of 

their minds. The word “vanity” in this passage is defined as 

“uselessness” in Young’s Concordance, and the word is translated 

“futility” in the Revised Standard Version. 

To walk in the vanity of our minds, then, is to live in a purposeless, 

aimless way, with thoughts and actions motivated quite altogether by 

present and immediate considerations, with little or no regard for 

anything beyond the present limited horizon — the present life. 

The understanding is said to be darkened so that the light of the 

Truth does not shine into the heart, and in such a case one is alienated 

or separated from God, through ignorance of His Word. Being thus 

blind to the good things of the Spirit, they give themselves over to 

baser things, to work all uncleanness with greediness--the natural mind 

of the flesh. 
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Such is the Old Man that we must put off, and in its place, to fill our 

lives, and control our thoughts and actions, there must be the renewing 

and transforming influence of the New Man, which is said to be created 

in righteousness and true holiness after the image of God as He has 

manifested Himself in His Son. 

But this New Man, in the fulness of its stature, will have no 

connection with the Old. It will be a NEW CREATION altogether from 

beginning to maturity. James says (1:18) — 

“Of His Own will begat He us with the Word of Truth.” 

The power and influence of God’s Word acting upon the fleshly 

tablets of the heart conceive within us the beginning of a new life of 

holiness, which comes to the birth when it has reached such proportions 

as to dominate our lives and bring us to renounce the hidden things of 

darkness and be guided in all thoughts and acts by the light of the 

Truth— 

“Being BORN AGAIN, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, 

by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever” (1 Pet. 1:23). 

But at birth the new man is only a babe, and must have regular and 

continuous growth toward maturity, or else, as in the natural, fulness of 

development will never be reached— 

“Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and all 

hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, as newborn babes, 

desire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye may GROW thereby” (1 

Pet. 2:1-2). 

Those of us who have had the experience of raising a child up from 

birth to manhood know that it is a matter of hourly and daily attention 

to many details. Not only must the child have its proper food according 

to a definite schedule faithfully administered, but it must also be 

protected from such other foods and circumstances and conditions as 

would be a hindrance to normal growth. 

As the spiritual life is more important and on a higher plane than the 

natural, so it is that its proper and well-rounded maturity requires more 

attention and  more effort all through the course of its development. 

But as growth proceeds, milk must be supplanted by food of a more 

substantial kind— 
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“For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of 

righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that 

are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses 

exercised to discern both good and evil” (Heb. 5:13-14). 

Are we sure that we are giving sufficient attention from day to day 

to those things that will lend growth and strength to this inner man of 

God within us that was begotten by the Word of His Truth? 

Let us not wait till we fall down before the throne of Christ’s 

judgment before we are deeply affected and moved to action in the 

interest of our salvation. Let us not wait till midnight, like the foolish 

virgins, to trim our lamps!                                  —Bro. E.W. Banta 

The Theatre 

 THE theatre is an impossible place of resort for the friends of God. 

We are in the world, and the world is an evil world throughout—but 

there are some phases of it with which we can have NOTHING TO 

DO. 

 We are not to be “of the world” in the objects for which we live, 

nor the principles on which we act. Nor are we to expose ourselves to 

the corrupting influences of men who “know not God and obey not the 

Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Therefore, we cannot take part in 

their ways or their assemblies. 

 IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO “PROVE” THIS FOR EARNEST 

SERVANTS OF CHRIST. Reason establishes it, even if precept were 

not so plain—  “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of 

the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of 

the scornful, but his delight is in the law of the Lord” (Psa. 1:1). “I have 

hated the congregation of evildoers and will not sit with the wicked” 

(Psa. 26:5). 

 When we talk of theatres, we talk of institutions that have to do 

with every form of ungodliness and congregational sinnership. The 

man who requires to have this “proved” shows that he does not know 

what ungodliness is. It is only a godly man that knows ungodliness. We 

are commanded to abstain from everything that tends to evil The LOVE 

OF RIGHTEOUSNESS will be a sure guide.       —Bro. Robert Roberts 
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Politics 

Christadelphians and politics do not mix within our brotherly 

relations one with another and we are commanded to respect those who 

have the rule over us. Paul says, “Obey them that have the rule over 

you.” We are thankful for this on our National Day of Thanksgiving as 

we are for every day we have been given to work out our salvation. 

Bro. Thomas wrote, “Romans 13, which commences, ‘Let every 

soul be subjected to the higher powers,’ and shows at the 3, 4. verses 

how they watch for souls’-For rulers are not a terror to good works, but 

to the evil’— ‘For he is the minister of God to thee for good;’ also at 

the 6th. ‘For for this cause pay ye tribute also; for they are God’s 

ministers, attending continually upon this very thing.” Thomas, John: 

The Herald of the Future Age. 

We must at all times remember the words of Daniel, expressed by 

Dr. Thomas after the War Between the States, “How truly do events in 

this country illustrate the wisdom of God in Daniel. “Let the living 

know that the Most High is ruler in the Kingdom of Man, and gives it to 

him whom he will; and setteth up over it the basest of men.” The 

idolators of Kentucky have to be punished, after the manner of their 

coreligionists in New Orleans and Louisiana and a Lincoln and his 

military satraps, a Butler and a Paine, are at hand to plunder and 

destroy after the fashion most approved in Russia and Chaldea. 

Nebuchadnezzar was “Jehovah’s servant” against Sodom’s sister 

Aholibah, Jerusalem so named, because Jehovah’s tabernacle was in 

her But the Chaldeans executed their divine mission with a cruelty that 

was excessive; in this they sinned against Jehovah, and were also proud 

against him. This brought down punishment upon them in return, a fate 

like which I apprehend, will ere long fall upon this profane and 

hypocritical North. —1864 Christadelphian. (Letter from Bro. Thomas) 

Yahweh has set in order the politics as He wishes them, and it is for 

us to see the Divine wisdom in this without complaint and without the 

murmurings of the pundits so popular in today’s news. It is beneath us 

to ridicule our rulers and people in authority.  

We remember that this is the day which the Lord hath made and we 

will rejoice and be glad in it, knowing that with Yahweh are no 

mistakes, and we rejoice in being able to witness his wonderful plan 

being worked out before our eyes.                                         —Bro. FJH 
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THOUGHTS GLEANED BY THE WAY   

By a Wayfarer 

“These are written that ye might believe” — John 20:31 

BELIEF IS the motive power behind all human activity. Without a 

strong belief in the desirability of one’s objective, failure is almost 

certain. 

The inventor toils, often in poverty, and endures the jeers of the 

skeptical, because he believes that eventually he will be rewarded for 

creating some device which will be of great benefit to mankind, and 

bring to the inventor fame and fortune. 

The explorer sails into uncharted seas, or plunges into the trackless 

wilderness because he believes that he can reach that goal for which he 

is seeking and the fulfillment of all his dreams. 

Whatever one’s character may be, good or bad, depends chiefly on 

the principles believed. A strong belief in right principles tends to 

building of good character; belief in evil principles leads to immorality, 

crime and wickedness. 

And so we could go on to include the whole range of human 

activity, showing that each action, good or bad, was the result of belief 

in something. To this all informed people will agree. It is inescapable; 

it is a matter of common and universal knowledge. 

Yet, strange to say, when it comes to the most vital matter of all--

that action which makes all others pale into utter insignificance--

popular thought does a complete about-face and says that belief is not 

essential at all. That is, when it comes to one’s eternal salvation, we 

are told it makes no difference what we believe, if anything at all, 

concerning the great issues involved. This notion is not only commonly 

accepted by the rank and file of humanity, by the overwhelming 

majority of church members, but by professed preachers of the Gospel. 

We affirm, on the basis of infallible scripture testimony, that it not 

only makes a difference what we believe, it makes all the difference in 

the world—the difference between eternal salvation and eternal 

condemnation. 

Is it reasonable to assume that the God of heaven would condescend 

to reveal His eternal plan of redemption, for the specific purpose of 
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making known His will and purpose to man that he might be saved, and 

then permit these weak, fallible creatures to do as they please about 

believing or accepting it? 

Is it logical that God should so lightly esteem His own word, 

delivered through His inspired prophets and apostles, many of whom 

suffered death in doing so, and then permit man to treat it lightly--

believe it or disbelieve it as he may choose? 

Can we believe that God will crown with “glory, honor and 

immortality” those who reject or disbelieve His Word delivered 

through His only begotten Son? Will He save anyone merely because 

he is “sincere” in his unbelief? 

God has given to no one the right to tell his fellowman what he must 

believe, or how he shall worship God. Neither has God given to anyone 

the right or privilege of choosing his own creed, or worshipping God in 

any way except that way which God provides. 

Cain and Abel (Gen. 4) offer the first example of what God requires 

of man in this respect. Abel followed God’s way and was accepted. 

Cain chose his own way and was condemned. Let us be sure we follow 

the example of Abel and not of Cain. 

In the absence of divine revelation, man’s religion must depend 

solely upon his own thinking and reasoning. It is because so many have 

assumed the right to formulate their own creeds and use the great 

blessing of religious freedom as license to ignore God’s word and 

believe as they please, that we see so many creeds and conflicting 

religious beliefs in the world today. Sinful man is altogether incapable 

of framing his own way of salvation. His natural tendency is to go 

contrary to God’s will and purpose. Therefore, when he attempts to 

choose his own religion and think as he pleases, he is certain to go 

wrong. 

There is nothing more evident in Bible history than the fact that the 

vast majority of mankind have always been wrong. Only a small 

minority have ever been in full accord with God and His word. Only a 

few in any age have been willing to heed the divine injunction— 

“Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man his 

thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord and He will have mercy 

upon him, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. For as the 
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heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 

ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isa. 55:7-9). 

The very first consideration in the delivering of God’s message of 

salvation to man was that it might be believed, and it was through this 

belief that salvation was to be obtained. In John 20:20-31 we read— 

“But these are written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God, and that believing ye might have life through His 

name.” 

The Gospel preached by Christ and His apostles was a message 

requiring belief. Christ’s commission to the apostles was— 

“Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature. 

He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth 

not shall be condemned” (Mark 16:15-17). 

Scriptural belief involves more than a vague belief in some kind of a 

supreme being or the mere acceptance of Christ as a Saviour. It refers 

to a certain form of doctrine, or teaching, as noted in the following 

testimonies. 

“Hold fast the form of sound words which thou hast heard of me”  

(2 Tim. 1:13). 

“Ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was 

delivered you” (Rom. 6:17). 

“It was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye 

contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints” (Jude 3). 

The purpose of the Gospel to the Gentiles was “to turn them from 

darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may 

receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are 

sanctified by faith that is in me (Christ)” (Acts 26:18). 

No one can “call upon the name of the Lord” in the Scriptural sense, 

or come into fellowship and relationship with the Father and the Son 

except through a knowledge and belief of the Truth of the Gospel, as 

we read in Rom. 10:13-16— 

“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 

saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not 

believed? and how shall they believe in him in whom they have not 
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heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?...So then faith 

comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 

Eternal blessing is obtained only through a belief in God’s word— 

“Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this 

prophecy, and keep the things that are written therein” (Rev. 1:3). 

On the other hand, in the last chapter of the Bible, God warns that if 

anyone shall add to His words, that God shall add unto him all the 

plagues written therein; and if anyone takes anything from that word, 

God will take away his part in the book of life (Rev. 22: 17-18). In 

writing to the church at Galatia, Paul warns them against permitting 

false teachers to pervert or adulterate the saving Gospel, saying— 

“As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any 

other Gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed” 

(Gal. 1:9). 

A lack of knowledge and belief of the Gospel definitely bars one 

from salvation. We read— 

“If our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost” (2 Cor. 4:3-4). 

Paul reminds the Ephesians that when they were ignorant of the 

divine plan of redemption as revealed in the covenants of promise— 

“That at that time ye were without Christ...having no hope and 

without God in the world” (Eph.2:11-12). 

It is an indisputable fact that all of whom it is testified in the Bible 

that they were accepted of God have been accepted on the basis of 

belief in His word. 

Cornelius, the first Gentile to be offered salvation in Christ, was 

accepted only after he had sent for Peter, at God’s direction— 

“Who shall tell thee words whereby thou and thy house shall be 

saved” (Acts 11:14). 

It is said of Abraham, the great example of faith and 

righteousness— 

“Abraham believed God and it was imputed unto him for 

righteousness, and he was called the Friend of God” (Jas. 2:23); Rom. 

4:3). 
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Only a casual reading of the 4th chapter of Romans and the 2nd 

chapter of James should teach anyone something which the “liberal-

minded” entirely overlook. It is that God forgives sins and bestows 

rewards only on the basis of belief in His word and obedience of His 

commands. 

The notion that God will save anyone solely on the basis of sincerity 

and morality is foreign to the scriptures. Abraham became the friend of 

God because he believed the word of God and did what God told him 

to do. What faith and righteous works did for Abraham it will do for us, 

because Paul tells us that it was not written for Abraham’s sake alone, 

but to all— 

“who walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham” (Rom. 

4:11,12,23,24). 

Now it amounts to a certainty that the way of salvation has not 

changed since the days of the Apostles. There has been no further 

revelation. The only change that has taken place is that Christendom 

has departed from the faith once delivered to the saints. These doctrines 

of men have undergone many changes, but— 

“the word of God abideth forever.” 

The Gospel is still— 

“the power of God unto salvation.” 

The Gospel or “good news” of salvation, which the Apostles 

preached is defined as “the things concerning the Kingdom of God and 

the Name of Jesus Christ” (Acts 8:12). It is God’s message of a coming 

kingdom on earth, which will bless all nations and in which the saints 

will receive their reward of the inheritance. The things concerning the 

Name of Jesus Christ is composed of the things relating to Christ--His 

nature, 

His mission, His sacrificial offering for sin, His resurrection, and 

everything pertaining to salvation in Him. This Gospel has the power to 

save— 

“for therein is the righteousness of God revealed” (Rom. 1:16-17). 

In it God has revealed Himself, His purpose, His will. It is that 

which makes us free (Jn. 8:32); it is the word of life (Phil. 2:16); it is— 
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“able to build you up and to give you an inheritance among all them 

which are sanctified” (Acts 20: 32); “By which also ye are saved” (1 

Cor. 15:2). 

To briefly summarize: Jesus Christ and His apostles taught that man 

is by nature a sinner, condemned to death (Rom. 5:12); That God has 

offered to man a plan by which he can be freed and inherit eternal life 

Rom. 6:23); That salvation depends on a belief in God’s plan of 

salvation centered in Christ (Jn. 3:16); that there is but one Faith (Eph. 

4:5); that this faith comes by hearing and believing the word of God 

(Rom. 10:17); that no one can please God without this faith (Heb. 

11:6); That all who were blind or had no knowledge of the Gospel were 

lost (2 Cor. 4:3); that to reject God’s word brings certain condemnation 

(John 12:48); That to neglect “that great salvation” is fatal (Heb. 2:1-4). 

One of, if not the greatest sin of the present age is the neglect of 

God’s word. The baneful effects of this general unbelief and skepticism 

are already apparent in the awful wave of crime and immorality which 

is sweeping over the world, and in the obvious weakness of popular 

“liberal” religions which stand helpless as they face an unbelieving 

world which they have taught 

“it makes no difference what you believe.” 

Such “broad-mindedness” has been very pleasing to the world. They 

have taken the preachers of smooth things at their word and have 

rejected everything which might interfere with the pursuit of their 

worldly ways. God’s saving word is ignored and in its place we have 

everything that is pleasing to the flesh, things that “seem right unto a 

man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” 

Let us follow the advice of the inspired apostle James, chap. 1:21, 

and— 

“receive with meekness the engrafted word which is able to save 

your souls...and be doers of the word and not hearers only.” 

Uninspired man may offer us much in things that pertain to this life 

but he stands mute and helpless at the graveside. God’s word alone can 

guide us into eternity.                                       —Bro. Oscar Beauchamp 
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“His Feet As The Aspect Of Glowing Brass” 

Feet of Brass 

PART TWO 

The saints, then, are the Feet of incandescent Brass, who have all 

passed through the fire, and the water of separation, and been 

consecrated by the blood of the covenant; and “are partakers with the 

Altar,” even with Jesus (1 Cor. 9:13; 10:18; Heb. 13:10, 12) and those 

of them who have been slain, have been poured out “beside the 

bottom,’’ or “under the altar,” from whence the cry apocalyptically 

ascends to the Father (Rev. 6:10)—  

“How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost Thou not judge and avenge 

our blood on them that dwell upon the earth?”  

Hence, those who dwell upon the earth, being like Israel of old—  

“Grievous revolters, brass and iron, corrupters all” (Jer. 6:28).  

—are to be cast into a furnace glowing with the heat of 

YAHWEH’S indignation. Israel has been passing through the process 

for ages. They have been trampled under-foot of the Gentiles in a great 

“furnace of affliction;” for punishment was to begin first at the Jew; 

and afterwards visited on the Gentile brass and iron.  

Ezekiel’s description of Israel’s punishment by Gentile agency will 

illustrate that of the Gentiles by the agency of Israel under the direction 

of the Man, “whose Feet are like incandescent brass glowing in a 

furnace;” and will furnish an obvious interpretation:  

“The word of YAHWEH came unto me, saying, Son of Man, the 

house of Israel is to Me become dross; they are all brass and tin, 

and iron, and lead, in the midst of the furnace; they are the dross 

of silver.  

“Therefore, thus saith YAHWEH Elohim, Because ye are all become 

dross, behold, therefore, I will gather you into the midst of 

Jerusalem. As they gather silver, and brass, and iron, and lead, and 

tin, into the midst of the furnace, to blow the fire upon it to melt it; 

so will I gather you in My anger, and in My fury, and I will leave 

you and melt you.  

“Yea, I will gather you, and blow upon you in the fire of My wrath, 

and ye shall be melted in the midst thereof. As silver is melted in the 
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midst of the furnace, so shall ye be melted in the midst thereof; and 

ye shall know that I YAHWEH, have poured out My fury upon you” 

(Ezek. 22:17-22).  

In this testimony, Israel in the flesh are compared to brass and 

other metals full of dross. This drossy nature of the brass is the 

characteristic by which they are distinguished from the “fine,” or 

“incandescent brass” of the Son of Man, or Israel in the Spirit, in 

burning operation upon the subject of YAHWEH’S indignation.  

Israel, as dross, is exemplified in the denunciations of the prophets. 

Their drossiness is seen in the abominations they practised in burning 

incense to reptiles, and filthy beasts, and idols of every sort; in their 

women weeping for Tammuz, the Adonis of the Greeks; and in their 

worshipping the sun between the porch of the temple and the altar, with 

their backs towards the Sanctuary.  

They are still in the drossy state, with the curse of Moses, and the 

blood-guiltiness they invoked upon themselves and posterity at the 

crucifixion of Jesus, lying heavily upon them. Israel lives in perpetual 

violation of the Law; and yet professes to expect justification by that 

Law, which only thunders the curses of Mount Ebal in their ears. 

Hence, they are to this day “the dross of silver in the midst of the 

furnace” of affliction; “left” of YAHWEH and “melted.”  

But, if Israel be the dross of silver, the Gentiles are the dross of 

brass, iron, lead, and tin. The Gentiles’ dross is of no more value than 

Israel’s; for “God has concluded all under sin.” Israel boasts in Moses 

and pays no regard to what he prescribes; and the Gentiles praise Jesus, 

while their ears are closed, and their hearts steeled against his teaching 

and commands. So that Jews and Gentiles are both guilty before God—

they only being excepted who believe the Gospel of the Kingdom and 

obey it.  

They have all, therefore, to be gathered in a furnace glowing with 

intense combustion, before their races can attain to the blessedness that 

is to come upon all nations through Abraham and his Seed. Jews and 

Gentiles must be “melted in the fire of YAHWEH’S wrath,” which fire 

will glow at the Feet of the Son of Man— “the Saints executing the 

judgment written” and “treading the wicked as ashes under the soles of 

their feet.”  
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As to the furnace in which this intense and glowing wrath of Deity 

is to glow, we may state it in the words of Ezekiel as “the Wilderness of 

the Peoples.” This is the “furnace” both for Israel and their enemies. In 

relation to Israel in this furnace, it is written,  

“As I live, saith ADONAI YAHWEH, surely with a mighty hand, and 

with a stretched-out arm, and with fury poured out, will I rule over 

you: and I will bring you out from the peoples, and will gather you 

out of the countries wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, 

and with a stretched-out arm, and with fury poured out.  

“And I will bring you into the wilderness of the peoples, and there 

will I plead with you face to face. Like as I pleaded with your 

fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so will I plead with 

you, saith ADONAI YAHWEH. And I will cause you to pass under 

the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the Covenant.  

“And I will purge out from among you the rebels, and them that 

transgress against Me: I will bring them forth out of the country 

where they sojourn, and they shall not enter into the land of Israel; 

and ye shall know that I am Yahweh” (Ezek. 20).  

When thus purified from dross in this glowing furnace, the Jewish 

nation will be brass and silver well refined (Mal. 3:2). The rebellious 

dross will have been cleaned out, and Anti-Mosaic Judaism, by which 

they are now caused to wander out of the way, will have been 

destroyed from the earth. This refining in the furnace is in “the time of 

Jacob’s trouble,” out of which he is to be delivered (Jer. 30:7); and 

though they are now “prostrate among the cattle pens,” they will be—  

“The wings of the Dove covered with silver, and her feathers with 

the brightness of fine gold”  (Psa. 68:14; John 1:32).  

But the nations are to become molten brass, as well as Israel. Their 

brass, therefore, is also to be gathered into the furnace, that it may be 

melted and refined under the intense fire of Divine wrath. Israel, 

commanded by the Son of Man, is a torch of fire in the wilderness, not 

only purging them, but consuming its peoples.  

The wilderness thus converted into a smelting furnace, is that which 

John saw when he was carried away in spirit into the wilderness, where 

he saw “the Great Harlot sitting upon many waters,” which are 

interpreted to signify “peoples, multitudes, nations and tongues” (Rev. 

17:1, 15).  
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The countries of Portugal, Spain, France, Belgium, Germany, Italy, 

Greece, Egypt, and, in short, all the Mediterranean and Euphratean 

countries, being the territories of the Four Beasts of Daniel, constitute 

the furnace in which the Nebuchadnezzar gold, and silver, and brass, 

and iron, and clay, are made to glow with fervent heat of sevenfold 

intensity; and in which the four men of God the Cherubim*—walk to 

and fro without hurt, “the fire having no power upon their bodies,” as 

symbolized by Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace, and by John’s mystical Son 

of Man, who torments the worshippers of the Beast and the False 

Prophet “in the Lake of fire burning with brimstone” (Rev. 19:29; 

14:10).  

The melting and refining of the Gentile brass in this Babylonian 

furnace, incandescent with the wrath of Deity, is Daniel’s “time of 

trouble, such as never was since there was a nation to that same time” 

(12:1). It is “the day burning like a furnace,” which shall consume the 

proud, and all that do wickedly with their Anti-Christian Gentilism, by 

which the peoples are deceived; but which shall have no power for evil 

against the people represented by Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 

and the one with them like the Son of God; they shall come forth 

unharmed, unsinged, unchanged, and inodorous of the fire. For these 

are the Bride, the Daughter of Zion, to whom the Spirit saith—  

“Arise, and thresh, for I will make thine Horn iron, and I will make 

thy hoofs brass: and thou shalt beat in pieces many peoples; and I 

will consecrate their spoil to YAHWEH, and their wealth to the 

Lord of the whole earth” (Mic. 4:13).  

These brazen hoofs of Zion’s daughter, which answer to the feet of 

John’s Man, are the feet of Ezekiel’s cherubim, which—  

“. . . are straight feet; and the sole of their feet like the sole of a 

calf’s foot; they sparkled like the color of burnished brass.”  

Thus, while Israel is passing through the furnace, under the conduct 

of the Saints, and are themselves being purged from dross, they are also 

made use of by their commanders, as a torch of fire among the sheaves, 

or a lion among flocks of goats (Mic. 5:8; Zech. 16:6) to destroy the 

power and kingdoms of the world, after the allegorical example of their 

transit out of Egypt into the land of the inheritance; for though passing 

under the rod themselves, they become also “a rod of iron” in the hand 

of YAHWEH, for the nations’ destruction when their iniquity is full 

(Rev. 2:26).                                                              —Bro. John Thomas 
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Hints For Bible Markers 
The Psalms 

Psalm 9:2 

“I will be glad and rejoice in thee: I will sing praise to thy name, O 
thou most High.” 

We are to be glad and rejoice in God. More literally we are to be 
cheerful, and joyful because we have knowledge and understanding 
of Yahweh and of His “marvelous works.” It is sometimes difficult, 
for we, (just as Jesus was) are surrounded by enemies. Those 
without the understanding and love towards the Most High who 
profane His ways by the dishonoring impulses and desire of self. 
The vile thoughts and deeds ever present around us making our 
struggles to overcome and become pleasing to our Heavenly Father 
that much more difficult. There is an antidote to the sadness of our 
position, if we can open our minds to perceive it. We do well to 
remember what is taught in Isaiah 55:9 “For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and 
my thoughts than your thoughts.” We must continually have on our 
mind the promise of the hope set before us. A promise of a better 
time to come, the true reason to be glad and rejoice. “By faith he 
sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling 
in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same 
promise: For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God.” (Hebrews 11:9-10). As Abraham, we 
have that same promise with which to put gladness and rejoicing in 
our heart. A time so beautifully described by Isaiah (55:12-13) “For 
ye shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace: the mountains 
and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the 
trees of the field shall clap their hands. (13) Instead of the thorn 
shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the 
myrtle tree: and it shall be to the LORD for a name, for an 
everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” We know that God’s 
promise of salvation for His people will not, CANNOT, fail! 

We cannot find the true satisfaction in the toys in the world. 
Turn off the TV and pick up the Bible. Pick up Eureka, Elpis Israel, 
or one of the many wonderful works by our pioneer brethren. Turn 
off the radio. How is rock 'n roll, country, rap, or jazz going to help 
you get into the kingdom. The command is, “Is any merry? let him 
sing psalms.” (James 5:13). Those who truly want to get into the 
kingdom and are trying to develop the mind of Christ will follow his 
example as put forth in this Psalm, “I will sing praise to thy name”. 

                               Continued next month should the Lord will                     bro. Beryl Snyder 


