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Studies and Thoughts bybrotherjohnthomas
THE APOCALYPSE ROOTED IN THE PROPHETS

In treating of the causes which operated the rapid progress
of the gospel in the first two hundred years of our era, the
historian of the "Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire" thus
expresses himself with reference to the great subject matter of
the Apocalypse—

"The ancient and popular doctrine of the Millennium," says
Gibbon, "was intimately connected with the second coming of
Christ. As the works of creation had been finished in six days,
their duration, in their present state, according to a tradition
which was attributed to the prophet Elijah, was fixed to six thou
sand years. By the same analogy it was inferred that this long
period of labor and contention, which was now almost elapsed
(as they supposed), would be succeeded by a joyful Sabbath of
a thousand years; and that Christ, with the triumphant band
of the Saints and the elect who had escaped death, or who had
been miraculously revived, would reign upon earth till the time
appointed for the last and general resurrection.

"So pleasing was this hope to the minds of believers, that the
New Jerusalem, the seat of this blissful kingdom, was quickly
adorned with all the gayest colors of the imagination. A felicity
consisting only of pure and spiritual pleasure would have ap
peared too refined for its inhabitants, who were still supposed
to possess their human nature and senses. A garden of Eden
with the amusements of pastoral life, was no longer suited to
the advanced state of society which prevailed under the Roman
Empire. A city was therefore erected, of gold and precious stones,
and a supernatural plenty of corn and wine was bestowed on
the adjacent territory; in the free enjoyment of whose sponta
neous productions, the happy and benevolent people was never
to be restrained by any jealous laws of exclusive property. The
assurance of such a millennium was carefully inculcated by a
succession of fathers, from Justin Martyr and Irenaeus, who
conversed with the immediate disciples of the apostles, down to
Lactantius, who was preceptor to the son of Constantino. Though
it might not be universally received, it appears to have been
the reigning sentiment of the orthodox believers; and it seems
so well adapted to the desires and apprehensions of mankind,
that it must have contributed in a very considerable degree to
the progress of the Christian faith.

"But when the edifice of the church was almost completed,
the temporary support was laid aside. The doctrine of Christ's
reign upon earth was at first treated as a profound allegory,
was considered by degrees as a doubtful and useless opinion,
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and was at length rejected as the absurd invention of heresy
and fanaticism. A mysterious prophecy (the Apocalypse) which
still forms a part of the sacred canon, but which was thought to
favor the exploded sentiment, has very narrowly escaped the
proscription of THE CHURCH."

This is the impartial testimony of a man who was well ac
quainted with the literature of the times contemporary with,
and immediately succeeding, those of the apostles; and who
conceived that the propagators of Christianity were deceived,
and of such low morality that they did not hesitate to invent and
promulgate lies to gain their ends. This was doubtless the case
with the Babel builders of what Gibbon calls "the church;" but
it is a gross calumny when insinuated against those "servants
of God" to whom the Apocalypse was "sent." Gibbon's testimony,
however, is important and useful in this:

1. That it proves that the nearer we approach to the times of
the Apostles, the stronger and more universal was the belief of
the Apocalyptic teaching concerning the Millennium, and reign
of Christ and the Saints upon the earth;

2. That it was well adapted to the desires and apprehensions
of mankind;

3. That so long as it continued the reigning sentiment, the
faith rapidly progressed;

4. That when the edifice erecting by the Sons of Balaam and
Jezebel was almost completed, the doctrine of Christ's reign
began to be abandoned;

5. That when they had completed the Apostasy, the doctrine
was repudiated as heresy and fanaticism; and—

6. That the Apocalypse itself had a narrow escape of being
expelled from the canon of inspiration.

But here we beg leave to remark, that the doctrine of Messiah's
reign with the Saints on earth for a long season did not originate
with the Apocalypse, It is the burden of all the prophets from
Moses to Malachi.

Moses teaches that the seed of Abraham shall be a great na
tion; that that nation with Abraham and his Seed, the prophet
like to him, shall possess the Holy Land for ever; that all nations
shall be blessed in them; and that then the whole earth shall
be full of Jehovah's glory. This is the future state which Moses
preached as the gospel to Israel.

Nor was the preaching confined to him. The proclamation was
amplified in all the prophets. The "SONGS OF JEHOVAH" are
full of it.

ISAIAH announced it in glowing terms, and tells us that
in vision he saw the King upon his throne, who is to reign in
righteousness, on Mount Sion and in Jerusalem gloriously in
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the presence of his Ancients, or Saints, whose death shall be
swallowed up in victory—Isaiah 6:1-5; 32:1; 24:23; 25:7.
JEREMIAH testifies to the same effect, telling us that Je

hovah will raise up the Lord of David a Righteous Branch; that
this man shall be King of Israel, reigning and prospering, and
executing judgment and justice in the earth; that in his days
Judah shall be saved, and Israel and Jerusalem shall dwell
safely; that He shall be for the righteousness of the nation; that
then Jerusalem shall be called the Throne of Jehovah, that all
nations shall be concentred to it as the throne of empire; and
that they shall all be enlightened, and blessed in their king, who
shall be called "The God of the Whole Earth"—Jer. 3:17; 23:5, 6;
33:15; Isa. 54:5.
THE APOCALYPSE IN EZEKIEL

EZEKIEL prophesies that the Dry Tree of Israel, which now
bears no fruit, shall be made to fiourish in the mountain of the
heights of Israel; where it shall shoot forth boughs, and bear
fruit; and that under its branching foliage shall dwell all fowl of
every wing—Ezk. 17: 22-24. He tells us concerning that epoch,
that the Kingdom of Israel shall be given to a man of low station
whose right it is; that he shall be a Plant of Renown; that he
shall be a David; that he shall be Prince, or High Priest of Israel
for an Aion; that he shall be immortal; that the Holy Land shall
be as the Garden of Eden, or Paradise; that the twelve tribes
of Israel shall be a united nation, and form one kingdom in the
land; that a magnificent temple shall be built in Jerusalem dif
fering from that of Solomon; that the Dead Sea shall be healed,
and become as productive of fish as the Mediterranean; and
that from the time of the establishment of these things, the old
name of the city shall be abolished—^that it shall no longer be
Jeru, "they shall see," shalaim, "peace;" but Yahweh-shammah,
HE WHO SHALL BE IS THERE-Ezk. 21:26,27; 34:29,23; 37:25,
22; 36:35; 47:8-10; 48:35.
THE APOCALYPSE IN DANIEL

DANIEL foretold the establishment of a Kingdom which shall
be a great military power in its beginning, and of perpetual
continuance: that it should conquer all kingdoms extant in the
Latter Days; that until then "the Kingdom of Men" would bear
rule over all the earth—until seven times, 2520 years, should
be completed; which is the age of Nebuchadnezzar's Image from
the first year of his reign, B.C. 608.

That these two kingdoms, the Kingdom of God and the King
dom of Men, should be antagonist kingdoms in all their elements
and principles; that till the end of a period of 1260 years, the
Kingdom of Men should "prevail against the Saints," or Heirs
of the Kingdom of God; that it should also destroy the power
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of the Jews, and rule over Palestine to the end of that period;
that when this end should arrive, the power of God should be
Apocalypsed, or revealed, in the person of Michael, the Prince
of princes, who shall appear to deliver Israel, and awake the
dead; that in effecting this deliverance, the thrones, or king
doms of this world, shall be cast down, and the Kingdom of Men
transferred to the Saints, who shall possess it under the whole
heaven ad-ahlmah, "during an Aion," or Millennium, we-ad
ahlam ahlmayah "even for the Aion of the Aions," or "a season
and a time"—Dan. 2:44; 4:15,16; 8:24; 7:21, 22, 25; 12:1, 2; 7:9,
18, 27, 12.
THE APOCALYPSE IN HOSEA

HOSEA declares that Judah shall be saved by Jehovah their
Elohim; that is, by Messiah; that in the countries where it is
now said to them, 'Ye are not the people of Jehovah "tYiere they
shall be called, "The sons of the living God"
He says also, that at that time Judah and Israel shall become

a united nation, and agree to place themselves under One Chief;
that he shall betroth the nation to himself for the Aion; that
they shall hear Jezreel; that he shall be a David; and that this
shall come to pass in the Latter Days; and that these, the days
of their national resurrection, shall be "in the third day" after
their being rent, and removed out of his sight.

This can only mean during a third period of a thousand years.
The present year of Ephraim's rending and dispersion is 2588,
which is synchronical with that of our era 1861—Hos. 1:7, 10,
11; 2:19, 22; 3:4, 5; 5:14, 15; 6:2.
THE APOCALYPSE IN JOEL

JOEL, though brief, is very explicit, and coincident with
the above. After predicting terrible calamities upon Israel and
their country by the lions of Assyria, and others, he consoles the
nation with the assurance that after the Gentiles had filled up
the measure of their abominations, Jehovah will be jealous for
his land and will pity his people; and that they shall no more
be made a reproach among the nations.
He predicted that Jehovah will do great things, at which

the children of Zion shall be glad, and that they shall rejoice
in Jehovah, their Elohim, or Christ: that he would give them
the latter rain of the Spirit, as on Pentecost, of the first month;
and the former rain litzdahkah, on account of righteousness, in
the seventh month, which is also the first of the civil year. That
in this period there shall be restoration, and that henceforth
Jehovah's people shall never be ashamed.
He foretold that between the two Spirit-Rain periods, Zion's

Sun should be turned into darkness, and the Moon of her eccle
siastical heavens into blood, before the great and terrible Day
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of Jehovah should be apocalypsed, or revealed, upon Israel's
enemies; whose destruction shall proceed from Mount Zion and
Jerusalem, in which shall be deliverance for the remnant whom
Jehovah shall call.

He further makes known, that in the days of the Restoration
of Judah and Jerusalem, Jehovah will gather all national armies
into the valley of Jehoshaphat or Armageddon; and there contend
with them in battle for the possession of the Holy Land: that on
the eve of this contest a proclamation shall be made among the
nations, stirring them up to the war, which in the Apocalypse is
styled "the war of that great day of God Almighty:" that, at this
epoch of restoration, Jehovah shall lead down his warriors to the
conflict in the valley of judgment; that the harvest-sickle, and
the vintage press, shall then do their work; that Jehovah, as the
Lion of the Tribe of Judah, shall roar out of Zion, and utter his
voice from Jerusalem, and shake the heavens and the earth of
the non-Jewish world, whose Sun and Moon shall be darkened,
and the shining of their stars shall be destroyed; that when this
is consummated, Jerusalem shall be holy; and no strangers, or
enemies, shall henceforth pass through her any more; that the
land shall be as Paradise, flowing with wine and milk, being so
rich in vines and pasturage, fountains and running streams;
and to crown the whole, Joel testifies with Ezekiel, Jeremiah,
and Isaiah, that Jehovah then dwells in Zion, the place of rest,
and city of the Great King—Joel 1:6; 2:18,19, 23,24, 26, 31, 32;
3:1, 2, 9, 11-18, 20, 21.

Second Voyage To Australia
(Continued)

September 20th to September 23rd, 1898—

THE END OF THE VOYAGE

have reached a sheltering port, a quiet home,"

"GOD will redeem my soul from the power of the grave." "The
upright shall have dominion over them in the morning."

That was a very appropriate though quite undesigned con
clusion of the writings of brother Roberts. There have been
many such humanly undersigned coincidences in the history of
the Truth. Dr. Thomas' last utterance was just such a case. He
was writing to a brother on the subject, "What is flesh?"After a
few beautiful and lucid paragraphs, in which he insisted that
difference of organization under the will of the Eternal was the
true basis of distinction between man and the inferior creation,
he came to speak of the change of nature to which the friends
of God will be at length subjected by Christ—
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"The transforming energy of divine power will convert spirit that
passeth away into spirit that passeth not away. They who may be
the subjects of this operation will be exalted to equality with the
angels, whose substance doth not waste nor pass away

These were the last words. They are exactly equivalent to
those of brother Roberts quoted from the Psalms. The spirit of
Truth that animated Dr. Thomas likewise animated him: and

with a like result. He faithfully conserved the Truth, made many
enemies (and not a few friends), realized in his own person, as
Dr. Thomas said he did, the experience of the Lord, who was "a
man of sorrows and acquainted with grief," and departed into
the shadow of death in triumphant hope of redemption in the
latter day.

It was a beautiful and fitting termination that he should lie
side by side with Dr. Thomas in Greenwood Cemetery, Brookl5m.
Some have thought it dreadful that he should be buried in a
strange land, so far away from kith and kin. He would not have
thought so. He thought of the Kingdom of God as it really is, the
real though unseen goal of aU truly enlightened men and women;
and was wont to relegate mortal relationships to the lower plane,
to which they really belong. If he could have been consulted, he
would probably have said—

'Tes, that will do very well; it will probably not be long before
I am awakened."

Moses wrote while he was in the land of the living. When he
died a "later hand" (Joshua presumably), had to add the conclud
ing touch to the Book of Deuteronomy—

"So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land ofMoab."
There would be a heavy heart when that was written. So now.

But the purpose and promise of God sustained survivors, as it is
this day.

"The time of the dead," according to all the signs is imminent,
and "now is our salvation nearer than when we believed."

Therefore, let us take courage. Little more remains to be said of
the last days of brother Roberts. That little we glean from letters,
by himself and brethren who were in touch or correspondence
with him to the last. The following is an extract from a letter
from brother Roberts to brother Walker, written on board the
Alameda, "nearing San Francisco, 19th Sept., 1898."

"I shall post this at San Francisco presently. When you receive
it I shall be on the Atlantic sea board of the U,S, and feeling quite
near home," (When this letter reached Birmingham brother
Roberts was in Greenwood cemetery and I was half way across
the Atlantic—Ecc. 7:2. ED,), "It is four weeks since I wrote to you,
but there will not be a four weeks'interval to you, as I have been
following my last letter steadily for the past three weeks, (Here
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follow interesting notes of the voyage, the substance of which has
already appeared in the Christadelphian,) I have done a lot of
literary work on board, finishing the November Christadelphian,
getting ready the December number, and making chapter analysis
and complete index for the Law of Moses. The weather has been
rather rough at times, but not too rough to interfere with my work,

"I have not heard from you for two months, in consequence
of the addition of one month to my stay in Australia—(which,
as explained before, will not cut off any time from England but
from the U.S. only, and this I will make up on my return). I
expect a great budget is awaiting me on landing. I heard from
Sarah Jane that Moor Street was in the hands of a new tenant,
and that the derelict literature of the Truth was in the haven of
your roof, and the surplus stock warehoused nearby. At this I
am both glad and sorry—sorry to think you had all that turmoil
single-handed, and glad that the nightmare job—one of the
things that was fetching me home to date—is in the past. Well
done, good and faithful servant.' We may fairly believe that this
greeting is waiting us at the last. My love to all the brethren and
sisters, whom Ijoyfully anticipate meeting again in no long time.

"P.S.—September 21st. Since writing the foregoing I have
landed at San Francisco, and find importunate letters that I
could resist if I could answer them. They implore me to stick
to my original program in America on two grounds—1. Their
preparedness; 2. The removal of the reasons that I gave them for
postponement.
I had written to them for postponement—"It is absolutely nec

essary that there should be no change in the date of my arrival in
England on account of a course of Town Hall lectures arranged
for, and an impending change of publishing premises on expi
ration of lease. They now tell me the August Christadelphian
informs them of the postponement of the Town Hall lectures, and
of a temporary arrangement of premises to meet the wishes of a
new tenant.

*What can I say? I strongly desire to come on to Birmingham
without delay; but there is certainly not the imperative need for
being there before the end of the year. I am in a regular strait
betwixt two. If I could communicate with the brethren in Bir
mingham, I would certainly ask their permission for a few more
weeks* delay: and say No to America if they refused: but I must
decide at once; and how can I decide against the pressing words
and cogent arguments of the American brethren. I feel I cannot.
So, with a sense of extreme self-denial, I feel compelled to decide
in their favor, which will postpone my arrival in Birmingham till
the third week in December. I am as sorry as can be, but am in a
corner. Perhaps the Birmingham brethren will forgive."—^R.R.
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These references to byegone and ephemeral matters are let
go for the sake of the explanation they may afford to correspond
ents whose letters may have been overlooked in the dislocations
and troubles of the past few months; as well as for the sake of
the illustration of "patient continuance in well-doing" that they
incidentally afford. Perchance some, who, in a similar "sense of
extreme self-denial," are laboring in the Truth may be comforted
by the thought that their release may come as suddenly in the
thick of the work.

*  * *

Brother James Cheetham, of San Francisco, writing on October
17th, 1898, says—"I will do my best to give you a brief outline,
and as accurate a description as possible, of brother Roberts'visit
here." He then continues—

"Brother Roberts wrote me from Auckland, N.Z., in regard to
his visit here, and said he did not think he would be able to stay
here more than one night on this occasion: "Please God, I may stay
longer another time, unless He gather us out of this wilderness
before there is another opportunity,"
"He arrived here on the Oceanic Steamship Company's steam

er Alameda on Wednesday morning, September 21st, at 9 a.m.,
brother R. C. Bingley and I being on the wharf to meet him. I
thought he seemed ever so much better than when I last saw
him in Birmingham about seven years ago. On the way to the
Cosmopolitan Hotel, he called at the Post Office and received his
mail. I left him at the hotel at 10.30, and made arrangements to
call on him at 6 p.m. On arriving there, I found him busy writing.
After a little conversation, we took dinner together at the hotel,
brother Roberts taking a very light repast; and after dinner, he
accompanied me on the car to my home. When we arrived there,
I was quite surprised to find a few brethren and sisters, and more
came in afterwards.

"Brother Roberts was requested to speak. He said he was in
a rather difficult position, and somewhat in the fog, as it were,
not knowing our position, and he thought the best thing to do
would be to try and clear the fogs away if possible, and that would
make the way clear for a longer stay on his return here. The first
question he asked was—^Would we fellowship a brother coming
amongst us believing in a partial inspiration of the Scriptures.
He said we no doubt knew there were certain questions which
had arisen amongst us as a body during these last fifteen years
or more, and this was one of the most important, sapping the
very vitals of the Truth. Someone remarked there were present
brethren and sisters who had never heard this question brought
up, and brother Roberts was requested to give an explanation
of what he meant by partial inspiration. He defined his position
10 Berean 2019



clearly; that holy men spake as they were moved by the Holy
Spirit, and were guided by it into all truth, and only gave utter
ance to what the Spirit permitted them, and gave the instance of
John in the Isle of Patmos, when he was not permitted to write
certain things which he had seen and heard, "Write not," etc.
We assented to what was said, and then brother R. C. Bingley

said he did not endorse what was on the cover of the Christa-

delphian—"The Bible wholly inspired" (after endorsing brother
Roberts' remarks), and asked 'Was Paul inspired to tell Timothy
to take a little wine for his stomach's sake? And to tell a certain

brother to bring his cloak from such a place? And would Paul
be inspired if he was sitting at table and asked someone to pass
him the salt and pepper, etc.?" He evidently did not care what
remarks he made, and said he had always been a black sheep,
at least so considered by a good many.

Brother Roberts soon saw where brother Bingley stood and
that it was no use talking with him. But it was no use. Brother
Bingley would not stop though I requested him myself, and
brother J. A. McCarl also. Brother Roberts remarked we should

never have faithful brethren visit us so long as we had no basis;
we would always be in isolation. Sister Bingley remarked, 'We
shall remain in isolation then." Brother McCarl got up and said
they would have to go, as they had to go over to Oakland, so that
put an end to the meeting. Brother Roberts was no doubt upset
a great deal by what had taken place.

It was at brother Bingley's request that I invited brother
Roberts up to my home. In company with brother McCarl and
sister McCarl, and sister Bowden, of Stockton, and sister Chancey,
of Bjo'on. I walked along the street. Brother Roberts requested to
walk a few feet ahead of us, and did so until near the Hotel, when
we bid him good night. Brother McCarl arranged with brother
Roberts to come over the following afternoon and take brother
Roberts along with him to Oakland, bro. Roberts promising to
speak at brother M. A. Clark's in the evening. (lb be continued, God willing)

The Fruit of the Spirit
By BRO. G. V. GROWCOTT

"The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance:

against such there is no law^iGsl, 5:22).
Joy and peace follow love here, even as they always do.

Without love, joy is fleeting and peace precarious. Any "joy"
that is not the result of true spiritual love is at best a vain and
transitory pleasure. Temporary joy, the effect of some present
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occurrence or circumstance of this present life is of no value, for
soon it is over and its impression, if any, is negative upon our
permanent peace of mind. It leaves a void, a longing, an empty,
sad retrospect.

Conversely, the joy that is a state of mind resulting from
true divine love fully pursued, and the knowledge of effectual
service lovingly performed, is ever fruitful, for it can be enjoyed
whenever a few quiet moments afford opportunity for medita
tion. Time does not dim it but rather enhances it, because it is
related to glorious futurity and eternity.

And peace, too, that is not the fruit of love, is valueless and
vain. The peace we are taught to seek, disregarding and even
avoiding any other, is that which follows the unvarjdng service
of God—^the peaceful and comforting assurance that there is, if
we are faithful—

"Laid up for us a crown of life,"
Present peace we are not to hope for. It is insidiously disarm

ing, and weakens our hope and prayer for Christ's early return.
There is an ever-present danger in snug security, and present
satisfaction and gratification, for it robs the glorious promised
peace of that attraction which should spur us on along the weary
path to the goal of eventual perfection.

Future peace must be our goal, as must also be future joy.
For the joy that was set before him, Christ endured all things,
and unless we in our lesser degree do the same, we shall be cast
aside and forgotten in that day when "peace on earth" is at last
an accomplished fact.

There is but one way to assure for ourselves that strength
ening peace of mind which elevates our vision above this life's
temporary ills—^the peace that Paul must have known when he
said—

"I have fought a good fight, I have kept the faith,"
"Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,"
What a wonderful way to end this life! All his sufferings and

sacrifices and losses and disappointments were now seen in then-
true and beautiful light as jewels in his crown. This crown of
life, we are told by James, the Lord has promised to them that
love him.

-k -k -k

The next spiritual fruit is longsuffering and this, too, we see
is but a temporary product of love, for Paul tells us that—

"Love sujfereth long and is kind,"
It is temporary in the sense that the time will at last come

when longsuffering will not be needed.
The succeeding two fruits, gentleness and goodness, are also

12 Berean2019



dependent upon love for their performance—
"Love vaunteth not itself; thinketh no evil"

Following these is Faith. In this same chapter we read—
"Faith worketh by Love,"

Without love faith is dead, as are all virtues in love's absence.
John tells us in his second epistle (v. 6)—

"This is love, that we walk after His commandments"
That is, love is working and doing; and James completes the
argument with the warning that—

"Faith without works is dead, but by works is faith made
perfect"

Paul closes his beautiful eulogy of Love with this—
"And now abideth Faith, Hope, and Love, these three, but the

greatest of these is love."
This verse is a summary of the whole chapter. The theme is

that love is paramount. On the one hand we read—
"If I have not love, I am nothing."

And on the other—

"Everyone that loveth is born of God."
Hebrews 11 records the great deeds wrought through faith,

and it was for the Hope of Israel that Paul stood in chains before
Agrippa, but he values love above both faith and hope.

Faith requires a promise, some anticipated good, some future
benefit. When this is fulfilled, faith ends in sight and so is lost.

Hope, too, infers future realization—a goal which, when
reached, converts hope into accomplishment so hope ceases.

But love gives all and asks nothing. Love seeks not her own,
endures all things, and faileth never. As long as life is present, it
cannot perish. It is the foundation and keystone of the Scriptures.

The writings of John are an unequaled epitome of divine
expression on this subject. He tells us that God is love, that He
dwells in love, and that love is of God.

All the inspired writings testify to this. Even as God in all
His works was motivated by love, so do we find it the keynote
of His messages to man.

It is, perhaps, difficult to realize and appreciate, to the extent
which we should, the great love that God has demonstrated. We
may not easily regard our all-powerful Author from this point of
view. We see Him as great Jehovah—omnipotent, omniscient,
omnipresent—creating and sustaining all.

But let us dwell on the marvelous extent of the affection He

bears His children. Through His love, in the beginning. He made
man in His own glorious likeness, placed him in pleasant and
beautiful surroundings, gave him dominion over the whole earth
and provided him with all he could reasonably desire, and more
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than he proved himself worthy of, for it was not long before he
manifested both disobedience and ingratitude.
He fell, but in administering the forewarned punishment,

God's love was again evidenced by tempering the sentence of
death with a ray of hope and the assurance of the ultimate ex
tinction of sin.

But man fell again, and so the history follows. God, with
love and patience inconceivable, repeatedly returned to him as
repentance was manifested, and led him anew to the way which,
if faithfully pursued, would bring him life.

This Divine affection led Noah into the Ark, and called forth
Abraham to become a great nation. It guided this same nation,
rarely appreciative or obedient, into the promised land, and
watched over them there. They were assured of His protection
and love, but it did not inspire them to obedience.

"Because God loved you,"
—^Moses was told to tell them—

"He hath brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed
you from the house of bondmen."
But even before they had reached the land, and while miracu
lously sustained by food from above, they murmured against
their divine Deliverer.

We cannot but marvel at the infinite patience that the Lord
revealed—^humoring them, comforting them, and ever protecting
them, when in a moment. He could have destroyed them all, but
did not for the love He bore their fathers.

And, continuing on. His love completely pervades their sub
sequent history throughout the Old Testament, in which, too,
is apparent a continuous and beautiful foreshadowing of the
greatest manifestation of that all-embracing love, the fulfilment
of which is reserved for the New—

"God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son."
This is from the writings of the beloved John who also says—
"Herein is love, that He loved us and sent His Son to be the

propitiation for our sins"{l Jhn. 4:10).
Although it assumes such magnificent proportions, it is far

from a blind, misdirected indulgence as is often the unfortunate
case with earthy parents. It is love administered with an incom
prehensible intelligence, chastening when necessary, rebuking
when necessary, but always for our ultimate benefit.

It is ever-vigilant, guarding, and guiding, but it does not rob
the recipient of character. It is true that God is our Refuge and
our Strength, but we must remember that—
'Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth."

And it is—

"By much tribulation that we must enter the Kingdom."
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No less remarkable is the love that controlled every act of
our great High Priest, His perfect Son, who—at the end of a life
spent in untiring and unselfish service for his brethren—sub
mitted to crucifixion that these brethren whom he loved might
have life and have it more abundantly. Here, too, we find the
words of John the deepest and most expressive—

"Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down
his life for his friends"

"Hereby perceive we love, because he laid down his life for us,"
Whenever we consider the extremes to which the faithful

followers of Christ were led by their love for him and the Father,
we are invariably pursued by uneasiness and misgivings as we
compare our meager services with theirs. Christ's requirements
of his followers are clearly given in Luke 14:26—

"If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother
and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his
own life also, he cannot be my disciple"

"And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me,
cannot be my disciple,"

This they gladly and unhesitatingly did, and we find them say
ing in childlike faith, as he showed them the Father's purpose—

"Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee,"
Are we not disquieted by the unfavorable comparison of our

sacrifices with theirs? They made God's service the only interest
in their lives. They gave up everything for it. For it they were
reviled, despised, persecuted, scourged, imprisoned, stoned, and
often put to death.

What do we do to compare with this, with our many pleasures,
peaceful lives, and unmolested worship?

Consider especially the sufferings of Paul. We are all familiar
with them as they are enumerated in 2nd Corinthians 11:23-27—

"Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more;
in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons
more frequent, in deaths oft,"

"Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one; thrice
was I beaten with rods; once was I stoned; thrice I suffered ship
wreck; a night and day I have been in the deep,"

"In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers,
in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in
perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea,
in perils among false brethren,"

"In weariness andpainfulness, in watchings often, in hunger
and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness,"

For the Truth's sake, and in the service of God, have any of
us ever even once had an experience like this? But Paul's weary
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existence was FULL of such. And he says—
"I have suffered the loss of all things and do count them but

dung that I may win Christ" (Fhil, 3:8).
Looking back twenty centuries to the far distant scenes of

Biblical history, is it not much too easy to regard the things said,
done, and endured in an illusionary and unreal light? We read
of them persecuted and pursued from city to city, but always
preaching, without fully reahzing the magnitude of their distress.

But if we picture them as men whose love of life and pleasure
was just as strong as is ours; and to whom hardships, sacrifices,
losses, pain, and weariness were just as difficult to bear as they
are for us; men who enjoyed reviling, scorn, and contempt to no
greater degree than do we; and to whom the world was just as hard
and real as it is to us—^then the full measure of their love is clear.

It may be argued that these early brethren received greater
strength, greater signs, greater guidance and greater revelation
than we—^but were they really so much more highly favored?

Which is more comforting—^to see Christ disappear in the
clouds, and look forward to a persecuted existence of painful
waiting, or to have irrefutable assurance that his return is im
minent, and our redemption draweth nigh?

Which is more encouraging—^to see the Jews scattered and
dispersed in God's wrath, or to see them regathered by His
guiding love?

Which is more strengthening—^to have God's purpose foretold
or to see it fulfilled and almost completely consummated?

True, theirs was the comfort of the presence and companion
ship of Christ, but if our faith is as it should be, his spiritual
presence should be as comforting to us; and remember, too, they
carried on after he had left them, and were faithful unto death.
John confidently wrote—

"There is no fear in love, for perfect love casteth out fear,"
Ample proof this is, to be sure, of the vital importance that

the disciples attached to the possession of this quality, but it is
not necessary to resort to inference to draw such conclusions,
for divine command is stronger on no other subject.

That we must evidence and exercise love constantly and
continuously is the theme of countless exhortations in the New
Testament,

Consider the reply of Christ, when asked which was the
greatest commandment. He told his interrogator, a querulous
Pharisee, to love the Lord with all his heart, soul and mind, and
his neighbor as himself, for on those two commandments the
whole Law rested.

"Love," said Paul, is the one word that fulfills all the law.
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Quotations such as these are innumerable and how could it
be otherwise when love was the very heart and foundation of
the Gospel they preached? Do we wonder why John was par
ticularly cited as the disciple whom Jesus loved? We need not
if we consider his character.

No other gospel than his evinces such a deep and loving un
derstanding of the Master, no other epistles are so replete with
exhortations and commendation of love, and no other disciple
was more wholly animated by the fervor of his affection for the
Lord.

What better example could be cited of the fulfilment of
Christ's assurance that—

"He that loveth Me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love
him and will manifest myself to him"

It was to John, we remember, that Christ made his last, most
wonderful manifestation—^the visions of the Revelation.

Thus is love established as the primary and paramount virtue,
the most nourishing and upbuilding of the fruit of the Spirit.

Though none would doubt, in the face of the foregoing evi
dence, love's essentiality, there may be diversity as to its inter
pretation. In fact, the general conception is far from that love
idealized by the Scriptures.

There are many that think that love is completely fulfilled
if a benevolent and kindly but passive attitude is maintained
before all, and who consider their duty to God amply discharged
if they worship Him and ascribe to Him all wisdom and power.

True, these are inseparable from love, but this is not what
love fundamentally means.

Love is not merely worship, adoration, and awe. It is not
that passive quality it is all too often represented as. It involves
and necessitates unquestioning obedience, unselfish sacrifice,
unswerving devotion, and untiring service—
"THIS IS LOVE, that we WALK AFTER HIS COMMAND

MENTS."

The love God requires is pre-eminently service—
"By love SERVE one another"

—^we read, and this is the true meaning of—
"Love thy neighbor as thyself."
John pleads (1 Jn. 3:18)—
"Let us not love in word, but in deed and truth."
If God merely looked upon us with tender and affectionate

regard, and took no further care for us, our plight would indeed
be a sorry one. But God, to whom the nations are as a drop in
the bucket, has highly favored and shown us the way of life, and
watches over our welfare every moment.
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When we think of the millions who live and die in ignorance
of these things, we realize how greatly blessed we are. Ours is
a very responsible position, for each of us has been chosen from
thousands to receive this revelation from God.

And it is a saddening and sobering thought that the handful
who are called are "many^' when compared to the few who are
finally chosen. But John assures us that we may have boldness
in the day of judgment if our love is made perfect.

If Christ had been content to preach charity and goodwill,
and had not the love which led him to lay down his life for his
brethren, our hope would at best be meager and dim. But Christ's
interpretation of love conformed perfectly with God's—lifetime,
selfless service.

It may appear absurd to say that all that is required to be
recipients of God's promised glory is love, but not when it is
realized what that love entails. It must be of the same purity
and exalted holiness as that which the Father Himself has

evidenced.

Such love is not a natural human attribute. It plays no part
in the mind of the flesh. It must be the result of a victory of the
spiritual over the carnal.

Love bestowed upon one who returns it brings no credit or
reward to the donor, for, Christ tells us, even sinners do that.
But, he continues, "Love your enemies," by which he means—

"Do good to them that hate you"
—not just think or wish good. This to all men, and much more
so to the Brotherhood.

As incidents arise to test our character and fitness as vessels

for God's glory, the human and natural impulse which imme
diately presents itself knows nothing of love, but would seek
instant vindication and redress.

This must be overcome, even as must be the invariable
tendency to interpret doubtful actions in a bad light, for—even
assuming that this interpretation be the correct one (as it rarely
is)—still our course is clear, and love practiced at such a time
affords the only reliable proof that our battle with the flesh is
a winning one—

"Love covereth a multitude of sins."
The whole scriptural theme is summarized in Paul's words—
"By love serve one another"

—continuously and without respect of persons or thought of
thanks or appreciation, remembering that if we love one an
other, God dwelleth in us; and that service to the least of these
is service to the Lord.

It will not always bring joy as the world conceives joy; it will
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not always be productive of peace as it is now known, but if this
course is truly and faithfully pursued, the quiet, comforting joy
of a loving and malice-free heart, and the tranquil, confident
peace of a conscience pure before God, will be ours in this present
time, and in the world to come, life everlasting.

Finally, let us remember Paul's admonition to be rooted and
grounded in love, that Christ's parting words to his faithful
followers may be fulfilled in us—

"By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have
love one to another."

The Lamentations Of Jeremiah
By BRO. E.. R HIGHAM, SR.

(Continued)

Elijah had illustrated that the God of heaven was the Pro
vider of rain in due season, to cause the fruitful earth to yield
its increase. But Israel's sister Judah espoused the worship of
Baal through association and fellowship and became baser in
her idolatrous affections.

God is not mocked. He gave them over to the results of their
pagan adorations. In the siege and straitness their idols could
not save them, nor provide for their hunger. Yet it was in the
power of God to provide overnight if they had trusted in Him. Do
we not recall the miraculous supply of food when Samaria was
besieged by the Sjnrians (2 Kgs. 7)? The taunting of Sennacherib
before the city walls in Hezekiah's day now was driven home—
"Who are they among all the gods of the countries that have

delivered their countries out of mine hand?''{2 Kgs. 18:35).
Now that Judah trusted in Baal and Molech they had no

more protection than all the other countries.
The pride of the upper classes—^primarily responsible for

the calamities upon God's people—^is brought even to the dust.
The haughty ones are brought low and the princes themselves
realize the pangs of hunger, while the siege brings out the worst
in them as they seek to assuage their appetites (Lam. 4:10). It
was a merciful sword that destroyed them. Hunger was worse
than death (Lam. 4:9).

The very circumstances of their city only served to aggravate
their plight. The city was an impregnable fortress; looked upon
by all nations as a natural fortification, impossible of capture.
Therefore the length of the siege and the lack of supply caused
the famine and pestilence—^the irresistible swords of God—^to
stalk from palace to humble cottage.

"Serve the king of Babylon and live," crieA Jeremiah. But
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they put him in prison as a traitor, and chose to die by famine.
Approximately 18 months the city was besieged. God had kindled
the fire which would eat to its very foundations! (Lam. 4:12)—

"The kings of the earth, and all the inhabitants of the world,
would not have believed that the adversary should have entered
into the gates of Jerusalem "
—^yet God opened a way and accomplished His fury in wrath
upon them. In the days of Hezekiah faith in God saved the city.
Now there was no redeeming virtue; just a righteous handful
whose lives were spared by escape and deliverance. It speaks
of another day when Lot and his two daughters were all that
finally escaped the judgments upon Sodom.

In the case of Sodom and Gomorrah the destruction of those

cities was swift and summary. The final pangs of Jerusalem were
intense and long drawn out. Their responsibility was far greater
by reason of knowledge and instruction. Therefore—

"The punishment of the iniquity of the daughter of my people
is greater than the punishment of the sin of Sodom that was
overthrown as in a moment, and no hands stayed on her "
We are impressed with the lesson of responsibility. God had

told Israel through Amos the prophet (3:2)—
"You only have I known of all the families of the earth: THERE

FORE, I will punish you for all your iniquities"
This same principle pervades all the teaching of the Scrip

tures. The lesson of Israel's failure is set forth as an example for
us to consider. Let us understand the magnitude of the love and
mercy extended to us by God, in calling us to the knowledge of
His eternal purpose. Let us not despise it, for in such case the
judgments of God are reserved for us. For—

"If the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and every trans
gression and disobedience received a just recompense of reward;
how shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation?" 2:2, 3).

It seems remarkable that the prophets and priests should be
associated with the blood of the righteous (Lam. 4:13). Yet if we
observe the record of these supposed leaders of God's heritage we
see that it is a record of blood crying from the ground against them.

Their action is well illustrated by the rulers in the time of
Christ. It was the priests who were envious of the Master. It was
this class who excited the people to cry, "Crucify him!" Christ
had rightly assessed them as 'TDlind leaders of the blind."

"They have wandered as blind men in the streets"(Lorn, 4:14).
There was no positive leadership in their teachings and ac

tions, no certain destination to their idolatries; they were but
ready to fall into the ditch.

As the original custodians of the Law the priests were to in
struct the people of the defilement associated with the blood of a
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dead man. The very proximity to death was defiling, and required
ceremonial cleansing in a specific way But now they added blood
to blood themselves, making no effort to cleanse their ways (Lam.
4:14). Their wicked deeds brought them low, even in the eyes of
their captors, so that they also despised them (Lam. 4:15).

Zephaniah the prophet speaks in like manner of the degraded
condition of Judah—

"Woe to her that is filthy and polluted. Her PROPHETS are
light and treacherous persons: her PRIESTS have polluted the
Sanctuary, they have done violence to the Law;''(Zeph. 3:1, 4).

Jeremiah had previously warned of the coming day of cleans
ing—

"Because they have forsaken Me, and have estranged this
place, and have burned incense in it unto other gods, and have
filled this place with the blood of innocents

"Therefore this place shall no more be called Tophet, nor The
valley ofHinnom, but. The valley of slaughter" 19:4, 6).

Moses had indicated that the land was holy, because it was
the habitation of God, and when wickedness was found in it,
it could only be cleansed by the blood that had sinned (Num.
35:33).

"So ye shall not pollute the land wherein ye are: for blood it
defileth the land: and the land cannot be cleansed of the blood
that is shed therein, but by the blood of him that shed it,"

There is a spiritual aspect to this point which has a decided
bearing upon the principle of salvation. As we have observed,
"We are the Temple of God." This thought, combined with the
fact that "there is no man that doeth good and sinneth not;"
impresses the lesson of the necessity for a cleansing sacrifice.
This we know has been illustrated from the Garden of Eden,
by means of typical sacrifices, and was clearly manifested in
the sacrifice of the Savior, whose blood was poured out as a
representative of the race that had sinned.

It is God's purpose to dwell with us and in us in the fullest
sense. This is set forth by the repeated references and types
under the Law, both in the cleansing of the Tabernacle and
priesthood, and the general cleanliness exacted from the whole
congregation. It is carried into the spiritual by the allusions to
cleanliness of character, thought and speech required of those
who have been called to become constituents of the heavenly
Jerusalem.

*  * *

"The breath of our nostrils, the anointed of the Lord, was
taken in their pits" (Lam, 4:20).

This statement at first seems rather obscure. But upon anal
ysis it appears to have a significance of great import not only
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to the immediate generation contemporary with Jeremiah, but
also with two widely separated later generations.

Judah's trust was primarily in the success of their king. It
was in his resistance to foreign aggression that the nation had
its continued existence, they reasoned. He was a descendant of
the kingly line of David, and in this sense the "anointed of the
Lord."

Certainly he was a wicked manifestation of one who was
classed as the anointed of God, but we find a similar example in
Israel's first king, Saul. Though Saul was wicked and persecuted
the faithful David, David refused to raise his hand against his
adversary, for Saul was he whom the Creator had placed on
the throne. Patience vindicated the righteousness of him who
endured.

Zedekiah fled from the city at night; the life of the nation
being extinguished with his exit. The breath of life of the nation
("the breath of our nostrils") departed with him.

"Remove the diadem, take off the crown: this shall not be the
same: exalt him that is low, and abase him that is high. I will
overturn, overturn, overturn it: and it shall be no more, until he
come whose right it is; and I will give it him" (Eze. 21:26-27).

Ezekiel in the land of Babylon saw, in vision, the breath of
life depart from the nation (Eze. 11:23)—

"The glory of the Lord went up from the midst of the city, and
stood upon the mountain which is on the east of the city."

Zedekiah was apprehended by the Babylonians and taken
away to captivity. Judah's confidence was gone. Their deter
mination to oppose the will of God by not submitting to the
Babylonians yoke was frustrated. They had boastfully stated—

"Under his shadow (their king) we shall live among (securely
among) the heathen" (Lsnn. 4:20).

But nationally they died and were buried in the grave (or
pit) of the nations.

Israel looked from then on for a deliverer. Had not all their
faithful prophets constantly declared that the Anointed of the
Lord would come to end their captivity, bringing joy and gladness?

But when their Messiah appeared they did not accept him.
'We will not have this man to reign over ws"(Lk. 19:14).
Only the few were waiting patiently for the "Anointed of the

Lord." Though they were not prepared for many things that
happened, not being sufficiently acquainted with the Scriptures,
they still trusted in God—
'We trusted it had been he who should have redeemed Israel"

(Lk. 24:21).
Their minds were only on national deliverance from captiv

ity. They failed to grasp the higher, the more necessary, the far
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more important, deliverance from sin. Thus Jesus opened their
understanding with these words—

"OfoolSy and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have
spoken. Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to
enter into his glory V (J^, 24:25 26).

There is therefore a double import to the Spirit's words—
"He sent His Word, and healed them, and delivered them from

their destructions" (Pssi, 107:20).
This word "destructions" is the same word in the Hebrew as

translated "pits" in Lamentations 4:20, and is the only other place
where this word appears in the original of the Old Testament.

The nations of the earth became the grave or pits for Israel
and Judah over the centuries, as their dry bones lay in the
valley of national death. But Christ, "The Word of God," "The
Anointed of the Lord," will deliver them from these pits with a
great deliverance. Combined with this national rebirth will be
a healing of the nation spiritually.

As national dispersion came by uncleanness and wickedness;
so their re-gathering will be associated with repentance and
forgiveness. Then shall they be healed of their evil ways, serving
their Creator with a true heart. Then also shall all other nations

learn to dwell under their shadow in peace and confidence, for
this man, Christ, "shall be the peace."

"Under his shadow (the anointed of the Lord) we shall live
among the nations,"

For—"The punishment of thine iniquity is accomplished, O
daughter ofZion; He will no more carry thee away into captivity,"

"k "k "k

"Pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for
them: neither make intercession to Me: for I will not hear thee"
(Jer. 7:16).

The faithful prophet, ever mindful of the glorious promise to the
fathers ever mindful of the merciful forgiveness of God in former
ages to his wa3rward ancestors—^would be constantly burning,
through all the long years of his message, to utter his fervency.
But his lips were as sealed against entreaty to the Creator.

His utterances had to do with doom for an apostate people,
his own people. His remarks were only occasionally broken with
the brilliant ray of sunshine for the distant future. Like Moses,
he stood afar off and viewed the land as these flashes of light
broke through the mist of his tears for the holy city and people.

The inevitable day of misery drew near and the morn of
darkness broke in upon Israel—unpleaded for, and undesirous
of supplication for their sakes. And yet the prophet remained
faithful unto the end. God had appointed him a work, a lone cry
in a discordantly raucous tumult, a cry which went unheeded,
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as the curtain was lowered over Israel's sad history.
The final chapter of the Lamentations is set as a prayer to

Jehovah and is a most humble and fitting approach for merciful
consideration of Israel's plight. All the pent up emotion of the
prophet is enwrapped in the words of this book. He now stands
free to pour out his soul unto the Lord Most High.

Eung Solomon, looking forward with the Spirit of God to these
days of captivity, asked that when they came to pass that the
fervent prayer directed toward God for Israel's cause might not
go unheeded; that God would hear from heaven and forgive their
trespasses and their sins (1 Kgs. 8).

"Remember, O Lord, what is come upon us" (Lom, 5:1).
The prophet requests that the Creator would remember the

things which had happened unto His people and observe their
reproach. Yes, their Heavenly Father would remember what
had come upon them. He is the All powerful. Self Existent God,
working His will in all the events of history, having a paternal
interest in Israel's destiny. Moses tells us that this land was God's
especial care (Deut. 11:12)—

"The eyes of the Lord thy God are always upon it, from the
beginning of the year even unto the end of the year."
How then could He forget? He is ever aware of what is happen

ing, being the Director of all events to their glorious consummation.
This does not mean that He desires His servants to go their

ways unheeding of Jerusalem's reproach. He is very pleased
and honored to have all His called out ones continually humble
themselves in prayer to Him. This is a confession and declara
tion that they believe in all the wonderful characteristics of the
Father. Did not James tell us that true prayer can accomplish
great things?

"The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much"
(Jam. 5:16).

God knows beforehand what the working out of the purpose will
be. Yet the prayers of His sons and daughters, rising as a cloud of
incense before His throne, are pictured as affecting the results. If
it were otherwise the command to 'l)e instant in prayer" would be
meaningless. God's foreknowledge has taken all this into account.

The sum total of the effective prayers of the faithful through
out the long ages is found in the glorious answer to prayer, the
deliverance of the earth from the bondage of sin and death. This
is the objective unto which its groanings and strivings for 6000
years have all been tending.

Therefore by the Spirit of God working in & through the children
of righteousness, they shall be found "workers together with God",
fellow laborers in bringing all things to the glory of the Father—
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'!For we are laborers together with God: ye are God's husbandry;
ye are Gods building"{1 Cor. 3:9).

This principle is illustrated in Moses' intercession on behalf
of Israel in the wilderness. God would have destroyed Israel as
a nation and rebuilt from Moses—

*%et me alone" {soid the Lord) "that I may consume them: and
I will make of thee a great nation . . . And Moses besought the
Lord his God" (Ex. 32:10, 11).

Through the pleading of Moses and appeal to God's honor and
greatness, the nation was allowed to survive at that time. Again,
all these things were foreknown by God, yet how honored is the
Father when men turn to Him with dependence and trust!

The power of prayer was typified upon another occasion also,
when Aaron ran among the congregation with a burning incense
censor in his hand and "stood between the living and the dead.
Thus the plague was stayed" (Num. 16:47, 50).

Therefore, let all the righteous constantly join in the spirit of
Jeremiah, calling to God's memory the reproach of Israel.

(To be continued, God willing

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy
U.S. CONTINUES ITS PATH TO ISOLATIONISM

When Donald Trump talks about "putting America first" he
echoes a deeply ingrained attitude in American foreign policy
dating back to the Revolution: that the United States should look
to itself and be wary of entanglements with the world beyond.
Such isolationism has been a recurring force in shaping American
foreign relations.

Yet there is another, quite different, and equally long-standing
view: that the United States, with its enormous privileges and
wealth, has an obligation to set the rest of the world straight.
Sometimes that means being an example, "the shining city on
the hill" as an early governor of Massachusetts put it. It can also
mean using American economic, political and military power to
promote democratic ideals and make the world a better place.

—History.com / M. MacMillan
This basic internal conflict underscores a great deal of the

political turmoil occurring in the U.S. today. The conflict is
not new, hut does come increasingly to the surface as tensions
rise between nations. The current U.S. President has tipped
the balance toward isolationism after some 70 years of U.S.
integration into the global sphere.

Believers of the Truth have an advantage, by virtue of un
derstanding (Prov. 2:6), over the rest of the world's inhabitants.
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The Scriptures point to the conquest of Europe and large parts
of Asia by a significant northern power, identified in Ezekiel
38:1-9 as Russia and her prince, Gog. ̂*Son of man, set thy face
against Gog, the land of Magog, the Rosh/Rus (rendered chief)
prince of Meshech and Tuhal, and prophesy against him.'^
For this conquest to be fully carried out as provided for in
this prophecy, the Western/Southern powers must be largely
driven out of Europe. An isolationist trend, where the U.S.
recedes from the Eurasian field, fits the picture perfectly.

The U.S. is a proponent of democracy, it is certain, and de
mocracy will play a significant part of rousing up the nations
to war: in Scriptural language—'T saw three unclean spirits
like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the
mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.
For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go
forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to
gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty ...
And he gathered them together into a place called in the He
brew tongue Armageddon,^* (Rev, 16:13-16). But this utterance
of French democratic attitudes (as ̂Hiberte, egalite, fraterni-

tracing origins to the French Revolution) stirring the
nations to war is sourced from Europe, not North America.
Specifically, in the prophetic picture, the places associated
with the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet are Constan
tinople, Vienna, and Rome respectively.
AN IMPERIAL AGE DAWNING?

We appear to be entering a new era: the previous era of U.S.
hegemony, set up after WWII, is in decline as the U.S. moves to
an isolationist attitude. This is having immediate and notable
repercussions—
Around 100 years ago, the Arab Middle East was carved into

spheres of influence by Britain and France, the imperial powers
of the day

After Donald Trump's surprise and abrupt decision to send
most of the 2,000 U.S. special forces stationed in Syria home ...
the United States is effectively allowing Syria to be divided up
again—^namely [by] Iran, Turkey and Russia.

U.S. forces were a check on Iranian influence in Syria. Tehran
will now relish the opportunity to expand its influence in S5ria
and beyond.

Turkey is also looking upon that power vacuum with inter
est. Turkish politicians, most especially the country's autocratic
President Recep Tay3dp Erdogan, seek to emulate their imperial
Ottoman forefathers.

And then there's Russia. Russia has managed to cement its '
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foothold in the Middle East to an extent greater than even the
heyday of the Soviet Union. Moscow's steadfast support of the
Assad regime has paid off. Moscow is now the indispensable ar
biter in the future of Syria and has managed to win permanent
influence in the region—and that only looks set to increase.
So say goodbye to Uncle Sam—and hello to the new imperi

als.—Globe&Mail, 12/18
US President Donald Trump acknowledged that Iranian forces

have been emboldened in Syria amid widespread concern over his
decision to hastily withdraw US troops from the battlefleld there.
Trump said the country was 'lost long ago" and that he did not

want the US mihtary flghting there forever.
'We're talking about sand and death," he stated. 'We're not

talking about vast wealth."
Israeli officials have expressed alarm with the president's pol

icy ever since he annoimced a rapid withdrawal of roughly 2,000
troops stationed in the country's eastern provinces.

Israel worries that Iran is constructing a 'land bridge" con
necting resources and military forces from Tehran all the way to
the Mediterranean Sea through Iraq, Syria and Lebanon, taking
advantage of broken local governments and American retreats.

—JenPost, 12/18
We can perceive the readiness of other nations to take ad

vantage of any U.S. withdrawal. Notice the hint of motivation
behind the U.S. president's thinking—^"we're not talking about
vast wealth." Trirnip does not appear to perceive strategic val
ue, only economic. This is significantly different than Russia's
leader Putin, who has consistently displayed a chess master's
skill at geopolitical strategizing. Any territorial blunder will
be quickly taken advantage of by a man who regrets the disso
lution of the old Soviet Empire more than anything else. With
the receding of U.S. power, we appear to be on the verge of a
new imperial age—in which we anticipate Russia will ascend
to the fore.

TARSHISH AGAINST RUSSIA

But while the U.S. pulls back, we see Britain stepping fur
ther to the fore, on a trajectory to regain her old place at the
head of the western nations. Right now the hotspot, so far as
Russian aggression goes, is in Ukraine—
As the Russian economy and Putin's popularity tumble, the

war drums grow louder and critics take cover.
As support for Putin tumbles to its lowest level in five years,

anxiety—^rather than hope—^is growing among his critics. Some
worry the Russian government may instigate new flghting in
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neighbouring Ukraine as a way of whipping up both patriotic
feeling and support for the President.
A buildup of troops and tanks along Russia's border with

Ukraine and the deployment of new missile systems to Crimea
suggest Mr. Putin is at least considering a major military oper
ation against Ukraine, says Pavel Felgenhauer, a Moscow-based
military analyst. In response to the buildup, Ukrainian President
Petro Poroshenko has declared martial law in 10 provinces, and
called up some reserve soldiers for training exercises.

"Both sides are readying for a major regional war, "Felgenhauer
said in an interview. "The situation is very precarious."
Mr. Putin saw his popularity soar both after the seizure of

Crimea in 2014 and Russia's victory in a brief 2008 war with
neighbouring Georgia. Some worry that he'll be tempted to seek
another such boost, with the Azov Sea, a strategic body of water
between Russia and Ukraine, seen as a potential target this time.
The recent naval clash was significant because it was the first

time Russia's military, rather than a proxy force, had openly
attacked Ukrainians. A video of the incident captured a Russian
officer suggesting that he and his men were acting on orders from
Putin himself.—Globe&Mail, 12/18

While the world has been monitoring the activities around
Ukraine for some time, what is new is Britain's increasing
leadership role as it begins to step out of the United States'
long shadow—

A Royal Navy ship which has been sent to Ukraine will send
a strong message to Russian President Vladimir Putin, the UK's
defence secretary says.
He said the presence of the British ship shows support for

Ukraine in the face of increased Russian aggression.
It will be followed by other Royal Navy ships as part of a more

constant British presence, he said.
NATO has recently stepped up its operations in the Black Sea

with increased warship patrols. There are increasing tensions
between Russia and Ukraine over access to the area off the coast

of Crimea.

The defence secretary made a point of meeting the families
of the 24 Ukrainian sailors who are still being held and are now
awaiting trial in Moscow.
Moscow has described the Royal Navy vessel—^which is used

to collect data about the ocean—as a spy ship.—BBC, 12/18
And notably, the monarchy in Britain is taking a direct

investment in preparing for war against Russia—
[UK's] Prince Harry [is] to join Russia war drills in biggest
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role since heading Royal Marines. Sources say the 34-year-old
former Army captain, dubbed "H" by the Marines, will spend
days "totally immersed" in exercises against a possible Russian
attack on Norway.
The Arctic warfare exercise was signed off by Defence Secre

tary Gavin Williamson as a warning to Moscow amid escalating
Russian aggression towards Europe. Secret Tensions between
London and Moscow have also been on a knife-edge.
"They are the main force who will protect Europe's northern

flank in the event of a conflict, the tip of the spear, and it is
important Harry is amongst the troops."

Harry will deploy to Norway in weeks. He will join British
troops from 42 Commando, as well as US, Dutch and Norwegian
Marines. A total of 8,000 troops are involved.
A senior royal source said: "The Duke is relishing his role

with the Royal Marines and taking it extremely seriously."
—Express, 12/18

RUSSIA CONTINUING TO PREPARE FOR WAR

Under Putin, Russia has been steadily ramping up re
search and development of advanced weaponry to the point
of surpassing even the U.S.'s ability to defend against it—
The Russian President said his new advanced weapons, "will

force those who got accustomed to militarist rhetoric to think."
The Russian leader said serial production of Avangard hyper

sonic missile systems has been launched and successful tests
of Russia's most advanced Sarmat intercontinental ballistic

missile have been carried out.

He said the Kinzhal air-launched precision hypersonic weap
on had also been successfully placed on combat duty along with
futuristic Peresvet combat lasers.

Putin told the meeting: "These weapons significantly increase
the potential of the army and the fleet, reliably ensuring Russia's
security for decades to come."
He also revealed the Russian military's operational and

combat readiness had significantly improved, sajdng six "inde
pendent checks carried out this year" confirmed the country's
forces and means could be swiftly deployed to distances of up
to 4,350 miles and reinforce groups in crucial strategic direc
tions.—Express, 12/18
The U.S. lacks the defenses needed to protect against a new

breed of highly sophisticated hj^ersonic weapons from China
and Russia, according to a Government Accountability Office
(GAG) report.

"China and Russia are pursuing hypersonic weapons because
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their speed, altitude and maneuverability may defeat most
missile defense systems, and they may be used to improve long-
range conventional and nuclear strike capabilities," the report
said. "There are no existing countermeasures."

Earlier, the Russian military said it ran a successful test of a
nuclear-capable hypersonic missile capable of sneaking through
enemy defenses.
A video posted by the Defense Ministry showed a MiG-31

fighter jet launching a Kinzhal (Dagger) missile during a train
ing flight. Russian President Putin said Kinzhal flies 10 times
faster than the speed of sound, has a range of more than 1,250
miles and can carry a nuclear or a conventional warhead. The
military said it's capable of hitting both land targets and navy
ships.—Fox, 12/18
CHRISTIANITY INTEGRATED INTO THE MILITARY

After considering the further integration of Orthodox
Christianity into the post-Soviet Russian culture in previ
ous months, we cannot be surprised at how military and
Orthodoxy themes are being blended in Russia's ongoing
war-preparations—

Stored for decades, Nazi military hardware captured by the
Red Army is destined to serve God and country in Russia.

Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu, discussing the ongoing
construction of a grandiose army cathedral on the grounds of a
military theme park west of Moscow, said that the main steps
to the church would be forged from melted-down German war
materiel.

"We would like for every square meter of the cathedral to be
symbolic," Shoigu was quoted as saying. "To that end, we will
pour the steps of the cathedral from German trophy hardware."
The Main Cathedral of the Armed Forces is to be constructed

in Patriot Park, a military theme park some 70 kilometers from
the capital that opened in 2015 and is operated by the Defense
Ministry.
When completed, the camouflaged green edifice will be topped

by six gilded domes and a plethora of glass panels. It will rise
95 meters into the air and be able to accommodate up to 6,000
worshipers, overlooking expansive grounds that include monu
ments to military-related patron saints.
A sleek presentation on the cathedral's homepage shows in

detail how the cathedral will dominate the park. "The temple
will symbolize the spirituality of the Russian Army raising the
sword only to protect its Motherland," the website explains.
The cathedral is scheduled to be built by May 9,2020, in time

for the 75th anniversary of the defeat of Nazi Germany in WWII.
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The head of the Voskreseniye Foundation has said the ca
thedral will be tasked with training military priests, "A school
for military priests is being built and the institute of Sisters
of Charity [nurses] will be revived at the main church of the
Russian armed forces," Vladimir Bogatyryov told RIA Novosti.

Bogat5n'yov said the priests will present the military cathedral
as "a symbol of people's diplomacy in Europe'' amid strained
relations between Russia and the West.

Sergei Chapnin, a former editor of the Journal Of The Moscow
Patriarchate, [said] that "the design of the church fully corre
sponds to the understanding of the Orthodox Church that has
taken shape today among government and military officials."

—RFE/RL, 12/18
And so Russia continues to actively prepare itself for war,

as Ezekiel 38:7,8,21— thou prepared, and prepare for thy
self in the latter years thou shalt come into the land that
is brought bach from the sword, and is gathered out of many
people, against the mountains of Israel... And I will call for
a sword against him throughout all my mountains, saith the
Lord GOD.''—T.D.a

One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Continued from page 36)
There was an extensive write-up on the book in this month's issue of the
Christadelphian, and it contains a good description of the things covered.
Bro. Roberts aiso mentions the purpose of the titie.
Reader, bear with the seeming arrogance of our title. We live
in a day when a refined agnosticism has undermined all ear
nest conviction of religious truth, and when, therefore, it may
strike you as a violation of the canons of good taste to express
a confident view on the subject. But facts are not changed by
canons of taste. There is such a thing as eternal truth, however
daintily good breeding may ignore it; and if there has been a
revelation (which Christendom assumes and which this book
pre-supposes, on grounds that no hostile criticism can overthrow
or scientific discovery exclude), that eternal truth must be an
attainable thing, and when attained, so precious as to justify
ardour and confidence in its enunciation.

Our title is a proposition—^not an invective. The question pro
posed for consideration is a question for critical investigation.
We invite attention to the evidence and the argument. They
are strictly within the logical sphere. They can be examined
and dismissed if found wanting.
What the title confirms is that Christendom, the ostensible re
pository of revealed truth is away from the truth. But in reality,
the title goes further than this. By implication, it asserts certain
things to be the truth that are not accepted by Christendom.
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It offers the proof of the doctrines that are according to truth,
as the best demonstration that Christendom is astray from
those doctrines. The demonstration is by the Holy Scriptures.
To these, Christendom is professedly subject, and it is in the
light of these (estimated as Christendom estimates them, viz.,
as divine writings) that the question is considered throughout.
It cannot be an unacceptable thing to earnest believers in the
Bible to have it debated whether their conceptions of duty are
according to the Bible. This is what is done in the following
lectures.

Bro. Roberts then gives the following background Information In relation
to the history of the book-

It is proper to explain that this is not the first time these lectures
have appeared, though new in their present form. They first
saw light under the name Twelve Lectures, about twenty-two
years ago (Feb., 1862); they came out then in fortnightly parts
(one lecture per fortnight) in response to the demand of those
who had read and heard of them. The lectures themselves were
in the first instance delivered in Huddersfield in discharge of
an individual duty on the part of the lecturer. A second edition
of 1,000 copies . . . followed in Nov., 1863; and a third edition
of 1,400 copies in another similar period (June, 1865). In two
more years (July, 1867), a revised and enlarged edition of 2,000
copies was published. In this edition, five new lectures were
added, and the original lectures thoroughly revised. A fifth
edition of 4,000 copies was issued in 1869. The author little
imagined at the time he wrote them that any such fate was in
store for them. He wrote them for delivery only and supposed
their work was done when a small Huddersfield audience

had heard them. That they have revolutionized the religious
convictions of great numbers of people, the author has in his
possession much written evidence, and much has appeared in
the pages of the monthly Christadelphian (edited by the author)
for nineteen years past.

("Christendom Astray" has a very Interesting history. As bro. Roberts In
dicated, the printed lectures stemmed from public addresses that he gave
every two weeks In Huddersfield, In 1862. In his book. My Days and My Ways,
he gives an account of the circumstances of these first lectures given In
his earliest attempt to preach the Truth publicly. In 1862, bro. Roberts was
a young brother of 23 years of age. The depth of his understanding even
In his youth Is obvious, and many times through the years that followed,
he always credited bro. Thomas for his understanding of the Scriptures).

•k * -k

THERE was a brief note put In the magazine concerning the subject of
education 135 years ago. The comment states —
Our education system is not what it should be. The youth of our
large towns clearly demonstrate this. Listen, if you doubt me, to
the filthy remarks of children as they leave school. Look at the
increase of profligacy and vice among our young, boys of fourteen
and fifteen years smoking and assuming the airs of a libertine.
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While the educational system is morally and religiously a fail
ure, please observe that there never was an age so clever in the
manufacture of explosives and war material for the wholesale
destruction of human life, and all the world is arming for a
universal war. The spread of anarchy, socialism, nihilism, and
communism throughout the world, shows clearly the evil spirit
of general discontent, and shadows a great revolution to come.
Envy, hatred, and all uncharitableness are abroad; in fact, look
where I will, in what I will, I can only see a black future — the
result of a cause, and that cause a general apostacy of nations
from God and His laws, as clearly evidenced in every daily paper,
and witnessed in the general conduct of men.

(These words were penned 135 years ago. How appropriate they are today.
Education today caters to every whim of the fiesh, and religion has been
so watered down with superstition and lies, that it carries no impact in this
world of fading values, in many spheres it is nearly abolished. Apostacy is
rampant in the world and with no future before the inhabitants of the world,
it is every man for himself. The dreadful social conventions of today are
the results of this rejection of God's Word. Naturally speaking, the future
is even blacker now. This is especially so as we look at the greater level of
military armaments available, ready for the wholesale destruction of life—if
things were allowed to continue. But they will not, for the day of divine
intervention in man's affairs will change this).

*  * *

IN his editorial comments, bro. Roberts covered the subject of the increas
ing contributions that the brotherhood were making towards the Jewish
Colonization Fund, it seems that many were expressing desire to help in
this regard. On this subject he says—
The new year begins with a very graceful act on the part of the
brethren, in the shape of a liberal contribution to Israel's need.
This contribution, which has been resolved to make an annual
one, in an amount goes far beyond the expectations which Mr.
Oliphant has been led to entertain. We cannot but rejoice in
such an overflowing practical pledge of goodwill. Nothing but
the entrance of the Bible, in the affectionate understanding
thereof, into many good and honest hearts could have produced
such a result.

*  * *

UNDER the heading of The Signs of the Times,' bro. Roberts deals with
some of the current events that had taken place in the world as the old year
ended and the new began. Added to these news events, bro. Roberts made
several exhortationai comments which are included with the following—
A Mr. Bright, at a meeting a few days ago, spoke of foreign
affairs in an anxious tone. He said he thought the outlook was
"gloomy"—an opinion in which events considered from a merely
human point of view, doubtless justify him. The prospect of trou
ble is a "gloomy" prospect in the abstract; but it wears a different
complexion when looked at as trouble divinely appointed as a
prelude to great peace and blessing. The age that is to witness
the end of human dominion and the beginning of the divine, as
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it has long been foretold, will be an age of "gloomy outlooks"— a
"time of trouble," connected directly with war and war prepara
tions. It is, therefore, a satisfaction, that with so many other signs
telling us the end is near, this sign is not a wanting.

Again, on the Jews and the Holy Land, bro. Roberts stated—
The Jew-persecuting fever that has taken possession of the
European countries where the bulk of the Jewish population of
the world is massed, shows no sign of abatement. The watchers
of the signs of the times cannot desire this anti-Jewish feeling
to disappear. It is, doubtless, a providential preparation for that
removal of the Jews to their own land, which has already begun,
but which must yet take place on a large scale.

(Bro. Roberts' keen Insight in relation to the signs of his day was gained
through the reading and studying of God's Word of Truth. His logical ex
pectation was that antl-semltism would continue to Increase until a radical
change would occur. We witnessed the first critical regathering (Zech. 12:7)
In relation to WWi and especially WWII, where the atrocious activities of the
Germans forced the world to find a home for the "scattered and peeled"
(dragged along and rubbed raw). Now, with the lessons and witnesses of
that generation fading away, antl-semltism Is again on the rise. A terrible
time looms once again (Zech. 14:2); but In the end, God's people will be
completely regathered, held In highest esteem, and all nations will seek
unto them (Zech. 8:22-23).)

ic * "k

AS seen from the eccleslal news section, there were a fair number of brethren

and sisters who were emigrating to other countries. Advice was offered to
those contemplating such a move. In the form of a recommendation that
they be sure of what conditions existed at their destination. Oftentimes, as
was revealed through correspondence from those who emigrated, there was
no work or lodging available, and many faced severe hardships.

*  * k

DIFFERENT Bible Lectures-

^The Angels' Song"

"Paul's Sublime Objurgation Concerning God"
"Twelve Cardinal Points of Popular Religion Considered and

Shown to be Contrary to the Word of God"

"The Words of God versus the Words of Man"

"Coming Revolution in Religion and Politics"

"Remarkable Dying Speeches"

"Jesus Christ and a Future Life versus Science and a Future

Life"

"The Name of the Son of God and the Unitarians"

"The Cross of Christ, according to the Scriptures"

"The False and the True, in Relation to Man's Nature"

"Thou Shalt be Recompensed at the Resurrection of the Just"
"Substitution versus Representation"
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One Hundred & Thirty-Five Years Ago
The Christadelphian, January, 1884

BRO. Roberts announced the availability of a new edition oi"Christendom
Astray." There were some changes made from earlier editions, and are
mentioned in the following note—
This, at last, is now ready. It makes a large book of over 400
pages well printed, on good paper, and bound in a superior
style. The Lectures have been thoroughly revised, and in part
re-written, and an entirely new lecture has been added, on the
practices of Christendom.
We have bad a number of copies bound in a specially, superior
style, with gUt edges, to make the book suitable for presentation
purposes: this will be pronounced a handsome volume.

(Continued on page 31)
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