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Ecclesial News 
MILAM COUNTY ECCLESIAL NEWS 
Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Lord Jesus, we greet you in love 
through His Saving Name, 

It is with great joy and thankfulness we report another of our Sunday 
School Scholars  — Noland Ray Wolfe  — has answered the call to  
“come out and be ye separate. “ 

Noland was interviewed on July 6, 2016, and after a good confession of 
his faith, was baptized into the only name whereby we may be saved, 
Jesus the Christ.  At about 8:30 p.m. our entire ecclesia gathered at our 
pond to witness the immersion of yet another of Adam’s seed.  For 
those who may like to welcome Bro. Noland into the fold, his address 
is:  349  Wolfe Field Rd., Rogers, TX  76569 and his email address is: 
wolfenoland11@gmail.com. 

As we watch the world news, surely we know the days are quickly 
flying, and we shall soon meet our Lord at his coming to bring 
judgment upon the nations. May we be ever watchful and have our 
lamps well- trimmed, our loins well girded, that we may go out to meet 
him and be acceptable unto him. 

We would like to acknowledge visitors since our last entry.  Our Bro. 
Andrew Naglieri of Goldthwaite, and our Bro. Jesse Gustavsson have 
joined us from time to time both on Wednesday nights for the Daily 
Readings and Sunday mornings for Breaking of Bread.  We appreciate 
their efforts to meet with us and add to our discussions.  We enjoy their 
company.  For any who would wish to join us, our schedule for Sunday 
mornings is 8:00 a.m., and Wednesday night Class is at 7:00 p.m. 

With love in Christ, your Bro. Bob Wolfe on behalf of the Milam 
County Ecclesia. 

 

LLANYBRI ECCLESIAL NEWS 
Dear Brethren and Sisters in Christ Jesus, 
Loving greetings, 

It is with great sadness that I have to announce the resignation from 
our fellowship of Bro. Ewan and Sis. Elisabeth MacLeod.  

Much love to all in the bonds of the truth, 

Brother Stephen Ford,  
Rec. Bro. Llanybri Ecclesia, 
South West Wales, 
United Kingdom. 
 

GATHERINGS & ACTIVITIES 
(To be held Yahweh Willing) 

SOUTHEAST FRATERNAL GATHERING…….….….…...October 29-30, 2016 
The gathering will be held at the Elder-Care of Alachua County Senior 
Recreation Center, 5701 NW 34th Blvd., Gainesville, FL 32653.   
Bro. Michael Jasionowski, mjasionowski@gmail.com  
The gathering will be held at the Elder-Care of Alachua County Senior 
Recreation Center, 5701 NW 34th Blvd., Gainesville, FL 32653.   
Bro. Michael Jasionowski, mjasionowski@gmail.com                                      
BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN YOUTH GATHERING KENYA, AFRICA.December 18-22,2016  
To be held in Kisumu, Kenya. Study Theme: 1 Corinthians 
For more information please email Bro. Bob Bent. Eyeglassman39@yahoo.com 
Bro. Epa Wekati. Ewekati@gmail.com 
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The Man After God’s Own Heart 
 “. . . Let us fall now into the hand of the Lord; for His mercies are 

great; and let me not fall into the hand of man” (2 Samuel 24:14). 

Our thoughts this morning concern sin. The present is the 

dispensation of sin. Anything contrary to God’s will, or out of harmony 

with His perfect holiness and purity, is sin. 

We are here this morning because of sin. The love and sacrifice we 

commemorate was because of sin: the great sin offering — the Lamb 

slain from the foundation of the world. 

We have read together 2 Samuel 24. It tells us of David’s sin in 

numbering Israel. Why was it sin to take a census? Because it was of 

the flesh, and contrary to the will of God. Inevitably our minds turn to 

that more dreadful sin that cast a great shadow over David’s life and 

posterity. 

 “God moved David to number Israel” (24:1). 

There is much to be learned from this. God did not tempt David, or 

move him against his own inclination. How then did He “move”  him 

to do what otherwise he probably would not have done? 

Here lies the deep lesson. If we toy with sin, if we allow our minds 

to dwell on the desire for that which is sinful, then God may contrive 

that we find it impossible to scramble back to safety. God is not 

mocked. He knows the hearts, and He typically causes the sinner to 

punish himself in an appropriate way. 

If we choose evil, God can, and well may, blind and confuse us that 

we go deeper and deeper into evil, for our own fitting punishment and 

training, as when Israel lusted for flesh and God gave them flesh till it 

nauseated them and caused a plague and thousands died. And the name 

of that place was called the Graves of Lust. 

This is doubtless the explanation of many of the apparently 

inexplicable and stupid sins that men stumble into to their own distress 

and often destruction. 

There is no more fitting punishment than to be forced to accept in 

full and sickening overabundance that which we just planned to dabble 

lightly with and then pull back. 

How often children think they are deceiving us by their all too 

transparent little subterfuges that countless children have tried 

countless times before. And we think we can do the same to God!  “As 

a man sows, so shall he reap” is the inexorable decree of omniscience 

and omnipotence. If only we had the plain, simple common sense to 

really believe it — 
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 “As a man sows, so shall he reap “ (Galatians 6:7). 

Every single act comes back for good or ill, whatever it may be. 

If we have any part in God’s purpose at all, then whatever we do 

wrong be it large or small, we shall pay for it in some very unpleasant 

and appropriate way — usually, as we see in the case of David, in the 

way that hurts us most, and that mocks us with our sin. 

If we are fortunate, and if God has patience, and sees something in 

us worth working with, the punishment will be in this life, like David’s. 

If we appear to escape punishment in this life, then woe betide us 

indeed — it is reserved for the judgment seat of Christ. 

It is beautifully appropriate, and fully in harmony with the deep 

wisdom of the ways of God, that this sin is made the foundation of 

future blessing and is turned into a stepping-stone in the purpose of 

God. 

The scene of plague and death in God’s marvellous transmutation 

becomes the scene of forgiveness and mercy. The plague was halted 

when the avenging angel was at the threshing floor of Araunah the 

Jebusite. David, in thanksgiving, and for an atoning sacrifice of 

reconciliation, bought the burnt offering and God answered by fire 

from heaven, and the plague was stayed. 

This, by divine providence, happened to be on Mt. Moriah where 

Abraham had offered Isaac, where the Temple was later built, and 

finally where the one great sacrificial offering for all time for the raging 

plague of sin and death was made in the fullness of the appointed time 

of God’s wisdom and purpose, when the avenging Death-Angel’s hand 

was turned back, on behalf of all mankind. 

David said on this occasion — 

 “This is the House of the Lord God, and this is the altar of the burnt 
offering for Israel”  

(1 Chronicles 22:1). 

And consequently we read — 

 “Then Solomon began to build the House of the Lord at Jerusalem 

in Mt. Moriah . . . in the place David had prepared in the threshing 

floor of Ornan the Jebusite” (2 Chronicles 3:1). 

 — same pattern — divine good out of evil in David’s other and 

greater sin — but at terrible cost in suffering and sorrow. 

 The usual, natural reaction to David’s great sin is that we “just 

cannot understand how David could do such a thing.” Whenever there 

is anything in Scripture that we “cannot understand,” it should flash a 

warning — Why cannot we understand? Where have we failed in 
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preparing ourselves to understand? Are we unconsciously assuming 

that we are able to understand everything that is understandable? 

Paul told the Hebrew and Corinthian brethren and sisters that there 

were marvels and glories and beauties and mysteries of God and the 

Scriptures that he longed to impart to them for their joy and up-

building, and their deeper, richer communion together, but they were 

utterly incapable of comprehending them. 

Because of spiritual slothfulness they were dull of understanding. 

They were mentally retarded in spiritual things. And it was not their 

misfortune it was their fault, because they had not applied themselves 

to spiritual growth. 

Our natural reaction that we “just cannot understand how David 

could do such a thing” should open our eyes to many things. It should 

show us that we have much to learn. 

If we understand sin and human nature as God understands it, we 

could clearly understand all instances of sin. When we say we  “cannot 

understand” how David could do what he did, we are unconsciously 

setting ourselves — our capacity of discernment — as the standard, as 

if our minds were the ultimate in judgment. We do this in many things. 

God tells us that there are far higher mental powers than ours. 

We must realize that there are very real limits to our physical 

capacity to understand. We cannot understand how time has no 

beginning, or space has no end. We have not been given that kind of 

understanding capacity, no matter how we develop. We have been 

given sufficient mental capacity to run the race of life successfully, if 

we follow the rules. That’s all we need. 

But should our incapacity to comprehend the marvels of beginning-

less and endless time deter us from the obviously practical wisdom of 

extracting every drop of value from every moment of time as it so 

quickly runs through our fingers? 

 “We just cannot understand how David could do that!” This is 

usually a moral judgment also. Translated into what we mean, we are 

saying:  “I could never do such a thing! It is unthinkable!” This is what 

Peter said:  “I could never deny thee!” 

We loudly proclaim our pious shock. That’s just a back-handed way 

of giving ourselves a boost. It’s unconscious self-glorification. 

Perhaps it would be more profitable to turn the light inward upon 

ourselves: Why cannot we understand how human beings can 

grievously stumble? Are we so perfect? 

We should have no difficulty in understanding how any sin or 

weakness could occur, except for constant vigilance and prayer. Our 
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difficulty — our marvel — should be to understand the greatness of 

God’s mercy and patience and love toward constantly erring man. 

The more we understand why the mighty Elijah should flee for his 

life; why the great John the Baptist should question and doubt: why 

James and John should seek pre-eminence: why Peter should curse, and 

swear and deny? 

We must look upon David’s great sin — as upon the trials of Job 

and indeed as upon all the sufferings of Christ — as the necessary fire 

of affliction to develop them to the highest beauty and desirability in 

God’s sight. 

We cannot begin to compare ourselves with Job and David —these 

men were rare giants in the eternal purpose of God — but in our small 

way we can learn from their experiences the basic lessons of godliness. 

Job, when his trial was over, said:  “I abhor myself in dust and ashes.” 

So did David. 

Sin permeates the constitution of all mankind. It must be burnt out 

by suffering, and the greater the man, the greater the necessary 

suffering — and the greater the resultant beauty of the vessel prepared 

for God. 

David’s great sin, and also his lesser ones, were necessary to his 

development. He had weaknesses to overcome by bitter experience. He 

had to be tried to the utmost to learn his own weaknesses, and sin’s 

mighty power and terrible evil. 

He had to be taught, by the bitterest experiences, that man —

however noble, however capable, however devoted to God, however 

blessed and used in the purpose of God — is still a very weak, flimsy, 

erring, precarious creature of flesh, laden with the latent leprosy of sin. 

To him was the great promise that the Saviour of mankind should 

come from his loins, and be known for eternity as his son. And looking 

back at his incredible record of faith and courage and suffering and 

patience and kindness to his enemies, and tremendous accomplishments 

for God of war and government and music and praise, he could almost 

be entitled to feel that he had earned his high distinction in the purpose 

of God. 

And in a limited sense, in a relative, comparative sense, he had. He 

alone, a boy, had stood in perfect faith, when all Israel’s mighty men 

had cowered before the huge man of flesh. And from that point on he 

had served God with preeminent distinction, and had been made the 

medium of the Spirit’s deepest and most beautiful songs of praise and 

holiness. 
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But he must learn to the fullest and bitterest depths the natural 

depravity of the human heart, and the great need for that Saviour who, 

by the grace of God was to come through him — not only to eternally 

establish his (David’s) kingdom, but to conquer and destroy his sin, and 

the sin that lies at the root of all mankind’s sorrow and suffering and 

evil. 

David was not caused to sin — either in the numbering or in the 

case of Bathsheba. But he was permitted to sin. He was put in a 

position where his weakness would be exposed and tested. God could 

have sent an Abigail to stop him, if He had so chosen. But this time he 

was allowed to fall. 

Comparing himself with all around him — his faith, his 

accomplishments, his sufferings, his fortitude and obedience under the 

extremities of totally unjust persecution by the king and people he 

served, then his great public honour and recognition by God — he 

could well feel natural confidence, even complacency. He could easily 

be tempted to relax his guard against the subtle deceptiveness of sin. 

A balance was needed. A thorn in the flesh. Something to ever 

remind him of the pitiful weakness and insecurity of the best and 

strongest of human nature. 

The sin changed the whole course and pattern of David’s 

subsequent life, both internally within himself and externally in his 

experiences and circumstances — 

 “My sin is ever before me” (Psalm 51:3). 

 “The sword shall never depart from thine house” (2 Samuel 12:10). 

The point is not, how could such a man do such a thing? The point 

is: If such a man could do such a thing, how vigilant must we be to 

constantly strengthen our defenses against the deceptiveness of sin. 

Jesus said to Peter — 

 “Watch and pray lest ye enter into temptation” (Matthew 26:40) — 

and Jesus himself, strong as he was, constantly followed this course. 

But Peter did not see the urgent need. He overestimated himself. “I 

could never do that!” David may have done the same. 

Contemplation of the sin of David should carry us deeper and 

deeper into a comprehension of the hopeless sinfulness of all mankind 

and the wonderful wisdom and love of God in the plan of redemption 

whereby man is, all at the same time, purified, humbled, glorified, and 

filled with the effulgence of thanksgiving and reciprocal love. That love 

is in proportion to our recognition of forgiveness — 

 “He to whom much is forgiven, the same loveth much” (Luke 7:42-

43). 



                                                                                                           Berean 2016 —256 

  

We shall then more and more understand how it could happen to 

such a man, and we shall feel a deep fellow feeling with him in it all, 

and we shall be increasingly kind and compassionate and understanding 

to the sins and failures and weaknesses of all. 

We shall not increase our tolerance toward sin. Much, much the 

reverse. We shall more and more realize it’s terrible, destructive evil; 

we shall recognize it more and more as the great common, implacable 

enemy of us all, and shall perceive that if a man is sincerely struggling 

against it, only God can judge the seriousness of his failures, and the 

extent of his successes, and the more concerned and anxious we shall 

be, by prayer and study, to fortify ourselves against sin — 

 “Watch and pray, lest YE enter into temptation” (Mark 14:38). 

We say this was a terrible sin — a major sin. When is a sin large or 

small? Who is to say? Any sin is sin. Any conscious, deliberate sin, 

even the most trivial is a complete break in our lifeline of love that 

unites us to God. 

The depth of sin is no direct measure of the heart, or of a man’s 

relative wickedness. A small, mean sin, done consciously and 

deliberately, and brushed off with a belittling of its seriousness, and 

excuses, and self-justification, when pointed out, can reveal a far more 

sordid and poverty-stricken state of heart than a great failure —

stumbled into, or committed under pressure — that is sincerely and 

bitterly and openly repented of. 

We cannot judge degrees of guilt, or magnitude of sin. We do not 

know how severely God is testing a man, or what great work God is 

preparing him for. 

We can, and must, determine between factual right and wrong, and 

we must follow the scripturally required course in relation to it. But we 

cannot judge, we cannot condemn, we cannot discern motives or 

relative degrees of guilt. That is God’s prerogative. 

It is quite likely, and far more in keeping with his character, that 

David had no intent of going as far as adultery when he first sent for 

Bathsheba to visit him. The deadly downward course had begun, and 

God was watching and controlling, but David, presuming on his own 

strength and goodness, may have intended to go only so far. 

There is much greater pertinence and significance in the lesson for 

us if it were a matter of presumption on his strength, and a foolish 

playing with fire, rather than the deliberate premeditated commission of 

a vile sin. 
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Surely few — if any — claiming to be Christ’s brethren would 

deliberately set out to commit a deadly sin. But any could very easily 

be trapped in a self-made net that began with a very small act of folly. 

David doubtless repented, or thought he repented, of the adultery 

into which he had stumbled, but it is a self-justifying concept of the 

sordid sequence of events that followed, as he struggled to break out of 

the net that was tightening on him. 

David’s whole motive in the subsequent terrible chain of events may 

have sincerely been to save Bathsheba from shame and Uriah from 

sorrow —or he may have convinced himself that was his motive. 

Or David may have, in his heart, excused himself by blaming 

Bathsheba, as Adam blamed Eve, and it is quite conceivable that in the 

development of the events, there was some degree of justification for 

him so doing, though we have no specific reason to assume so. Clearly 

the responsibility was David’s. He was the one exclusively called to 

account and judged. 

David was not a deliberate hypocrite. This is the least possible thing 

we could believe. Somehow he was able to square his conscience. He 

had to have some way of living with himself for that long, dark year 

before he was exposed. It may have been a combination of self-

deception on his part with judicial blinding on God’s part, and the more 

time passed without anything terrible happening, or any condemnation 

from God, the more his conscience would be lulled, and his self-

justification confirmed. But the day of account, though long delayed 

came unerringly at last, just as it always does and always will. 

Whenever we consider David’s sin, we must keep the whole picture 

of his life in true balance and perspective. It is a glorious picture of a  

“man after God’s own heart.” 

David was a giant: one of the few really great men of all history. He 

was great in both strength and in sweetness: in physical courage, and in 

spiritual discernment, poetry, music and psalms. 

David is the Psalms, and the Psalms are David. Truly they are 

prophetically and inspirationally the mind of the Spirit of Christ, but 

David’s own heart and mind were the Spirit’s chosen medium of their 

expression. 

David is pre-eminently the  “sweet psalmist of Israel” — Israel both 

natural and spiritual. Clearly the great love and ambition of David’s life 

was the pure service and worship of God in Israel. 

He found that worship broken down, scattered, almost non-existent: 

the neglected Tabernacle in one place, the forgotten Ark in another. 
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He left it firmly re-established and thoroughly arranged in careful, 

organized depth and detail: with a numerous and orderly course of 

priests, singers and Levites, the Ark brought to Jerusalem, a 

magnificent Temple completely planned and designed, and a vast 

wealth of materials for it assembled. It would have been built if God 

had permitted him. 

The spirit of David was the spirit of song: of praise, worship, 

thanksgiving, supplication, prayer, adoration. This was his greatest gift 

to his own generation and to all subsequent generations of the sons of 

God. 

The Psalms of David have been the cherished hymnal of God’s 

people from that day to this, for three thousand years, and they will 

doubtless accompany them into the endless future. 

They express all the joys and sufferings, hopes, and fears, praises 

and supplications of the children of God of all time. 

The Psalms would lose much beauty and power and value for us 

without the deep spirit of repentance and supplications, and joy in 

forgiveness and reconciliation that David’s bitter experiences added to 

them. 

David gave life and power to the worship of God in Israel by giving 

it song. He gave Israel all the necessary exterior frame work for 

faithfulness and inspiration and unity and holiness. 

We cannot help but think of bro. Roberts’ similar vast labours and 

accomplishments for the people of God in these last days. The 

preparation of our hymn book, containing fifty of the Psalms, is one of 

the most powerful works Bro. Roberts did for the Truth and the 

Brotherhood. 

The national provision David set up, the Temple and the worship 

and the service, failed for the majority, and failed soon and miserably, 

but this has not lessened its value and power for the remnant of grace 

that has always existed through the ages. 

In the providence of God, no one can take from His children the 

great treasure of the Psalms of David. 

If we would understand the sad sins of David, their bitter 

consequences and their glorious aftermath; if we would truly learn their 

deep lessons, let us read and read and reread the Psalms. We have no 

right to attempt any conclusions concerning David without taking his 

Psalms fully into account. Here he states his case and bares his heart in 

terms that should put us all to shame. Let us get the spirit of David, 

which is the spirit of Christ — 

 “My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God” (Psalm 84:2). 
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 “My soul thirstiest for Thee: my flesh longeth for Thee” (Psalm 
63:1). 

 “One thing have I desired, that I may behold the beauty of the 
Lord” (Psalm 27:4). 

David’s sin manifests the wise and loving working of God — both 
in punishment and in mercy. For His people, God always combines 
punishment with hope and reconciliation. God loved Solomon. God 
called him Jedidiah, “Beloved of Yahweh” — same root as David,” 
Beloved. “Why did God make choice of Solomon for the direct line of 
Christ, for all succeeding generations to marvel at? 

We would think it much more in keeping with the principles of 
holiness to carefully avoid any connection with this questionable union, 
rooted in sin and lust, and stained with adultery and murder, and rather, 
to choose the heir for the direct line of Christ from one of David’s 
legitimate and faithfully-acquired wives. 

Certainly God had a deep purpose and lesson for us in it. And 
certainly it was not to condone or belittle the dreadfulness of David’s 
sin. Perhaps it was another beautiful illustration of the divine principle 
that if there is true repentance, God will bring good out of evil, after 
there has been appropriate punishment, faithfully submitted to. When 
God must punish heavily He compensates. Contrast the two children of 
David and Bathsheba, the first manifested His wrath. It must die, 
because of David’s sin. 

But Solomon it is especially recorded that God loved, and 
personally named him to commemorate that love — Jedidiah. 

Would it not be to show the fullness of God’s forgiveness — the 
fullness of the restored communion and fellowship? The fellowship of 
God was the most important thing in the world to David. It was life 
itself. 

 “There is none upon earth that I desire before Thee” (Psalm 73:25). 

The especial choice and favouring of Solomon would be a gracious 
and greatly needed gesture of love from God that reconciliation was 
complete. 

As the wise woman of Tekoah said to David, in words that — like 
those of Caiaphas — go far beyond the meaning and understanding of 
the original speaker — even to encompass the whole sweep of God’s 
purpose. 

 “Neither doth God respect any person yet doth He devise means 
that His banished be not expelled from Him” (2 Samuel 14:14). 

God hath, in His love, devised the means, and we meet this morning 
in commemoration of it. Let us ever thank Him for it — thank Him 
with the offering He asks — a living sacrifice.      —Bro. G.V.Growcott 
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A  Proud  Look 

We bring you the loving greetings from your brothers and sisters of 

the Lampasas ecclesia who were not able to attend this Fraternal 

Gathering. 

Our subject for consideration this morning is — “A Proud Look”.   

The word proud carries the idea of having a high opinion of one’s self, 

along with some disdain and contempt for others. Other descriptions 

are haughty, high-minded, arrogant, holding one’s self in high esteem 

while looking down upon others. In this passage the word “Look” 

means presenting a favorable appearance in an exalted and conceited 

manner. 

Pride is a very deceitful thing and we may not be able to recognize it 

for what it truly is because our sinful flesh tends to camouflage it very 

well. I guess that is why we are given a wealth of Scriptures throughout 

the Bible concerning God’s disdain and contempt for someone who is 

proud or prideful.  The problem that we all encounter is that we are all 

made subject to vanity which makes us quarrelsome, evil, touchy, 

harsh, SELF-CENTERED, impatient, cruel, vengeful, spiteful, 

belligerent and sometimes just downright stubborn, which sometimes 

takes very little irritation to bring it all to a head because our inflated 

ego has been questioned and challenged. 

I know that you are thinking Jerry “I am not like that”. Well, I 

thought the same thing until I realized that for whatever reason we are 

very good at suppressing our feelings and emotions. We can look pretty 

good on the surface, but just below that surface lies our fleshly nature, 

which is in all of us. After all, it was Paul who said  “I find then when I 

would do good, evil is present with me.” It was Jesus who said in 

Matthew 15:19,  “For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, 

adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies:”  You see, 

we are at a great disadvantage, because it is inherent in all of us to be 

naturally proud and disdainful — even the society we live in 

encourages looking out for #1 and in order to be assertive — they say 

that you must have an high opinion of yourself if you are going to 

compete and succeed in our modern world with a sense of being 

superior to those around you. We like to think of ourselves as being 

wise and are proud of our positions, possessions and knowledge. We 

allow pride to make us arrogant and lofty which inflates and satisfies 

our egos. 

Once we learn the truth and are baptized, these natural tendencies 

should be greatly suppressed to the point of non-existent if we are 

going to truly transform our character to that example set by our 

master.  Yet, we are human — and we sometimes slip back into our old 



261 —Berean 2016 

 

 

 ways, which is so subtle we may not even notice or recognize it.  That 

is because the transformation of our character does not just happen 

overnight  — is a lifetime process.  We do not make this drastic change 

from satisfying the flesh to satisfying the Spirit to the point that would 

please our Savior in an instant  — We have to work at it constantly 

throughout our probation that we have been given to work out our 

salvation. It is a growth process! 

The difficulty is that the realization of this urgent necessity of 

transformation sometimes takes a back seat to other issues and can 

become the root and cause of many ecclesial problems. We, brothers 

and sisters all know the Scriptures and we understand what Christ 

meant in Matthew 7:5 when he said  “thou hypocrite: first cast out the 

beam out of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly to cast the 

mote out of thy brother’s eye.”  So what he is saying is that any attempt 

to judge, criticize or regulate the lives and conduct of others until we 

have brought ourselves in line with God’s commands in this regard is 

hypocrisy. 

Bro. Growcott in  “Be Ye Transformed” says:  “We tend to feel, or 

at least to act as though we feel, that if we can legislate righteousness 

upon others, and surround ourselves with the external appearance of a 

sound ecclesial framework, then our personal shortcomings will 

somehow be absorbed and overlooked, and compensated for, in the 

general ecclesial strength. We tend very much to get our priorities in 

this respect reversed.” 

One way to really fight this tendency to judge and criticize others is 

to draw attention to our own many shortcomings (as Christ said — 

first, get rid of the mote that is in our own eye.) Then, our rush to be 

judgmental will be severely weakened and the more Christ-like we will 

be in our approach to the situation. We cannot allow our inherited ego 

and pride to get in the way of our duty to be kind, gentle, meek, 

humble, tender-hearted and forbearing.  We need to take a serious look 

at our own conduct and character in light of the scriptures before we 

presume to clear up the beam that is in the eyes of others.  

The word PROUD is found 56 times in the Bible and is always 

presented in a negative manner as an abhorrence to God. Here are a few 

examples: 

1 Samuel 2:3, “Talk no more so exceeding proudly; let not 

arrogancy come out of your mouth: for the Lord is a God of 

knowledge, and by him actions are weighed.” (now, that is a pretty 

serious statement) 

Psalm 31:18, “Let the lying lips be put to silence; which speak 

grievous things proudly and contemptuously against the righteous. “ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Samuel+2:3&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+31:18&version=KJV
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Psalm 101:5, “Whoso privily slandereth his neighbour, him will I 

cut off: him that hath an high look and a proud heart will not I suffer.” 

(also a very serious warning) 

Proverbs 16:5,  “Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination 

to the Lord: though hand join in hand, he shall not be unpunished.”  

(Being proud and having pride if not corrected will have consequences) 

Proverbs 28:25,  “He that is of a proud heart stirreth up strife: but 

he that putteth his trust in the Lord shall be made fat.”  (That word 

strife means  contention and discord which is what a proud heart stirs 

up.) 

Isaiah 2:12,  “For the day of the Lord of hosts shall be upon every 

one that is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up; and he 

shall be brought low: “The New Testament gives a listing of several 

more characteristics which God hates: 

Romans 1:29-31, “Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, 

wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, 

deceit, malignity; whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, 

proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 

without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, 

implacable, unmerciful:”  

1 Timothy 6:3-5,  “If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to 

wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the 

doctrine which is according to godliness; He is proud, knowing 

nothing, (And what does he say is the result of this pride?) but doting 

about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, 

railings, evil surmisings, perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, 

and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such 

withdraw thyself.” 

We haven’t even considered the word PRIDE which carries the 

same meaning and the same warnings.  The most famous of which is 

found in 1st John 2:16  “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, 

and the lust of the eyes, and the PRIDE of life, is not of the Father, but 

is of the world.” 

So, now that we can see this hidden tendency within ourselves that 

God hates so much for it is part of our mortal nature to be touchy, 

quarrelsome, harsh, selfish, impatient, cruel, vengeful, spiteful, 

belligerent, and many more adjectives could probably be named that we 

have to overcome  — then the question becomes  — How do we begin 

to fight this war between the flesh and the Spirit? 

Well, our last quote may shed some light upon the answer to be 

found in 1st Peter 5:5  “Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+101:5&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+16:5&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+28:25&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+2:12&version=KJV


263 —Berean 2016 

 

 

the elder. Yea, ALL of you be subject one to another, and be clothed 

with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the 

humble.” 

Now we have two words that we do well to consider in this verse  

— SUBMIT and SUBJECT  — both come from the Greek word 

huperēphanos ὑπερήφανος  which means to subordinate, to obey, be 

under obedience, subdue unto, subject unto, in subjection to, and 

submit self-unto.  We are given several instances in the Scriptures 

where we are admonished to be a submissive people. 

1. Subject to principalities  

2. Subject to Higher powers 

3. Subject to masters 

4. Subject to Gospel of Christ 

5. Wives in subjection to husbands 

6. Children in subjection to parents 

7. Submit to God 

8. Submit to ordinances of man 

All these come from the same word that means humble, meek, and 

loving submission to one another. So let us take a look at some of the 

commandments we are given concerning our association and 

relationships with our brothers and sisters who make up the body of 

Christ. First, we will stay in 1st Peter at 3:8-9 where he says,  “Finally, 

be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as 

brethren, be pitiful, (sympathetic) be courteous: not rendering evil for 

evil or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing: knowing that ye 

are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing.” 

Then in 1 John 3:14-16 —  “We know that we have passed from 

death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his 

brother abideth in death. Whosoever hateth his brother is a 

murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding 

in him. Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his 

life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” 

Paul instructs us in Hebrews 13 — “Let brotherly love continue.”  

How many times are we told that LOVE is the fulfilling of the Law?  

Again the Apostle Paul instructs us in Galatians 6:9  —  “As we have 

therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto 

them who are of the household of faith.” 

After all, our brothers and sisters are fellow heirs  — fellow servants  

— fellow laborers in the Truth  — fellow soldiers in the fight against 

the flesh. We all have problems  — we all have weaknesses  — we all 
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have strengths. And because we as individuals combine to make up the 

body, we rely on each other for guidance  — spiritual uplifting — 

support in areas where we may be found lacking  — and most of all 

inner-strength in areas where we may be weak. We are united together 

by the works which every member supplieth, and maketh increase of 

the body unto the edifying of itself in love. We must suppress our pride 

and become more spiritual  — more uplifting  — more supportive and 

comforting in our efforts to truly help each other in good times and 

hard times. By nature we are naturally critical of others.  After all, this 

is the way we can build up our own egos. To be honest, there is plenty 

in all of us to be critical about, if that is what gives us petty, self-

centered satisfaction.  But that is not what Christ told us — He said  

“love your enemies and do good unto them that hate you.” Bro. 

Growcott tells us  —  “Most of us seem to have tremendous trouble 

even loving brethren who are our companions God has given us to help 

us walk in the way of life  — let alone our enemies. It seems to take so 

little to create coldness and ill-feeling, to set in motion criticism and 

tale bearing, faultfinding, bickering and bitterness. This is the sad 

measure of the shallowness of our faith in God and love for one 

another.”  

In the 6th
 
chapter of Galatians Paul tells us — “Bear ye one 

another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” 

Earlier, in Galatians 5:13 Paul tells us the manner in which we are 

to carry out our duty to one another — “For brethren, ye have been 

called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but 

by love serve one another.”  Now the apostle Peter even tells us how 

and to what extent we should carry out this duty to each other in 1st 

Peter 1:22  —  “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the 

Truth through the spirit unto unfeigned (open and sincere) love of the 

brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently.” 

— not just half-heartedly — not grudgingly or reluctantly — but our 

service and loving submission to each other must be performed 

willingly — openly — and fervently. 

The apostle Paul instructs us in Hebrews 10:25  “Not to forsake the 

assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but 

exhorting one another; and so much the more as ye see the day 

approaching.” And as a body we are to “speak to ourselves in psalms 

and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your 

heart to the Lord.  Giving thanks always for all things unto God and 

the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ: submitting ONE TO 

ANOTHER in the fear of God.” Ephesians 5:19-21. 
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This submission or subjection to each other must be done with  

“brotherly love; in honor preferring one another.” So, we must be “of 

the same mind one toward another.”  A unity and oneness of the body 

is imperative if all the parts are to work smoothly, effectively and in 

harmony.  The psalmist David tells us “how good and pleasant it is for 

brethren to dwell together in unity.” 

Another aspect for us to consider in our endeavor to keep the body a 

functioning unit unto Christ our head, is our forbearance of each other. 

The apostle Paul once again is our instructor from the 4th chapter of 

Ephesians,  “I therefore the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye 

walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness 

and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 

endeavoring to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.” 

The main thought in this passage is the apostle’s plea to us for a 

walk worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called. The words  

“Forbearing one another in love” are added as an explanation of how 

we are to conduct such a walk. The Greek word from which we get the 

word  “forbearing” is only so translated in one other passage in the new 

testament  — in Colossians 3:12-13  —  “Put on therefore, as the elect 

of God, holy and beloved bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of 

mind, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one another, and forgiving 

one another, if any man have a quarrel against any;  — even as Christ 

forgave you; so also do ye.”  Notice what Paul is saying here  — being 

merciful — being kind — having and humble mind and spirit — 

having meekness and longsuffering, while forbearing and forgiving one 

another.  These are specific commandments that are quite the opposite 

of our pride and ego. 

In the other 13 places where this same original word occurs, it is 

translated “bear with” four times,  “endure” two times and  “suffer” 

seven times. But the meaning given to this original word from which 

“forbearance” has been translated in these two passages is literally “to 

hold self back.” (We are not be overbearing and demanding in a self-

centered and prideful manner) True forbearance is holding back 

ourselves, so that we may each esteem our brother better than ourselves 

to be.  

I have made this point in a previous exhortation only because for me 

it is a simple axiom to think of that goes along with what Peter and 

Paul are exhorting us to do.  Just try to think of the word JOY when we 

contemplate our relationship with our brothers and sisters  — 

Jesus first 

Others in between 

Yourself last     
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Such a relationship between brothers and sisters in Christ is a direct 

command that forms the basis of all our activities in the truth and the 

body of Christ. Philippians 2:3-4 tells us this —  “Let nothing be done 

through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem 

others better than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, 

but every man also on the things of others.” Now Paul says this 

forbearance MUST be done in love, — not just as a matter of duty.  If 

love is in our hearts — the kind of love the first commandment enjoins 

upon us toward God — with all of our strength, soul, mind, and body, 

then this love will then extend to all things pertaining to God — and his 

people. 

John tells us if we can’t love our brother whom we have seen — 

how can we love God whom we have not seen?  You see, it is easy to 

put our brother ahead of ourselves — to hold back ourselves  — IF we 

love him; but it cannot be done any other way. The super-structure of 

that building of God for the habitation of himself through the spirit that 

we are called upon to build by the indwelling influence of the spirit 

word, is based upon love of God and love for our brothers and sisters. 

When Jesus was asked which is the greatest commandment in the 

law? He replied “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy HEART 

and with all thy MIND. — This is the first and great commandment and 

the second is like unto it, thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.  On 

these two commandments hang all the law and the Prophets.” 

Sometimes I want to ask myself (when I am not happy or maybe 

disappointed in brother X or sister Y for some petty personal reason) 

can I not come to the meetings on Sunday morning and partake of the 

emblems of the Lord’s sacrifice as an individual, apart from any 

relationship of love and compassion for those about me in the meeting? 

The answer I found out of course is NO!! — My simply partaking 

of the bread and wine in a cold and ritualistic fashion is not desirable. 

For as with all commandments, I cannot simply go through the motion 

— But I MUST exercise it with feeling and EMOTION!! 

God wants my heart, my love, my trust, my confidence and my 

reverence. He wants my heart and mind staid upon Him as the great 

source of all love, mercy, life, wisdom and power.  He wants us to have 

a feeling of oneness, of fellowship, of love and compassion among 

ourselves. For we are all the children of God by the faith we have in 

Christ Jesus. 

So I ask myself, who am I to withhold from God’s elect that feeling 

of love and tenderness which HE himself holds toward them, as well as 

toward me? — Without this as the underlying principle of all my 
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actions, I may go through the routine of following in detail, in a cold, 

detached and formal way many of the commandments that have to do 

with our walk in the truth, only to find out that I have missed the 

greatest requirement of all — the forbearance of one another in love.  

We, brothers and sisters, are part of a whole — members of a body 

— closely knit together with Christ at the head and God over all. As 

such, we cannot act independently without regard to the rest of the 

body any more than our hand or foot, or our eyes or ears can perform 

their function without co-ordination and sympathy of the rest of the 

body. 

We are co-dependent upon each other and must interact with each 

other in a united, cooperative, coordinated, thoughtful and sympathetic 

manner if we are to be like that one body Paul describes in Ephesians 

— when he says,  “But speaking the truth in LOVE, may grow up unto 

him in all things, which is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole 

body fitly joined together and compacted (or united) by that which 

every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the 

measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto edifying of 

itself in love.” 

So the state of our hearts in relation to our brethren MUST be such 

as we hold toward Christ himself: For he identifies himself with his 

disciples. So what we do to them, we do to him as he himself tells us  

“whoso shall receive one such a little child in my name, receiveth me.” 

Brother Roberts in his writing of the Epitome of the commandments 

of Christ gives us his thoughts on how a brother or sister should live in 

the Truth and attributes they should possess.  He tells us a brother or 

sister should be  “Holy in all manner of conversation, Gentle  — Meek  

— Kindhearted  — Compassionate  — Merciful  — Forgiving  — 

Sober  — Grave  — Sincere  — Temperate  — Hearty in everything  

— Watchful  — Brave  — Joyful  — Courteous  — Sympathetic with 

others, both in their sorrows and in their Joys  — Clothed with 

Humility  — Patient toward all  — Following after those things that are 

true; honest; pure; lovely; and of good report.” 

Christ demonstrated to us how our service and submission to each 

member of the household should be — when he washed the apostle’s 

feet.  It should be with love — compassion and caring for each other as 

a family member of a most special family. 

Not compelled reluctantly to just perform our duty — But 

willingly; wholeheartedly; fervently; and anxiously awaiting our 

service in the body — and if we do that, then our Christ-like 

submissiveness by “being subject to one another” will manifest itself 
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in the true manner required. Anything short of this will not be 

acceptable or pleasing in the eyes of God. 

Bro. Growcott, in his exhortation “The Bond of Perfectness” from  

“Be Ye Transformed” says — and I quote —  “When we understand 

this, we understand the nature of true spiritual love. That love does not 

go out in limited beams, there is nothing limited about it — it is a 

universal irradiation.  It is not a limited attribute — it must be the 

whole fiber of our character.  If our love is not shining upon and 

blessing all who are close to us — all with whom we come in contact, 

how do we expect it to be real and strong enough to reach God? 

Furthermore, we have no direct contact with God. We can only 

manifest our professed love for Him by obedience to Him in relation to 

things that are close to us.  ‘And this is the commandment we have from 

Him, that He who loveth God, love his brother also’. 

By this, then, we shall stand or fall in the great Day of Judgment  — 

by the extent to which we comprehend and manifest the beauty of 

divine love toward all, in all our daily relationships, and especially our 

ecclesial relationships. 

If we are too small and selfish and touchy and self-centered to love 

all our brethren according to the divine pattern, we are of no use in the 

great, eternal purpose of God.  For God is love.”  (end of quote). 

Brothers and sisters, the Scriptures tell us that  “two cannot walk 

together except they be agreed.”  And we also know that in Christ (that 

is His body) there is neither Jew nor Greek — bond nor free — male 

nor female for we are all one in Christ Jesus — and I might add, not 

Black or White — Rich or Poor — Yankee or Texan — Canadian, 

American Australian or Welsh — For God is no respect of persons, 

boundaries, labels, social status or nationality. We are all equal in the 

Body or Ecclesia. We have no preeminence or degree of rank in the 

ecclesia — but only lowly unprofitable servants to God, Christ and 

each other. 

I want to briefly touch on another quote from Bro. Growcott in  “Be 

Ye Transformed” in his exhortation entitled  “The Mind of Christ”  

“In chapter 14 (of Romans) Paul expounds and manifests by 

example one of the deepest and most powerful aspects of the mind of 

Christ —a divine principle of conduct that can solve easily and simply 

nearly all problems among brethren. 

Paul is speaking of cases where the action of one brother, though 

perfectly legitimate in itself, causes concern or offence or distress to 

another. HERE is the great test of the mind of Christ — “Let no man 
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 judge his brother, but judge this rather, that no man put a stumbling 

block or an occasion to fall in his brother's way.” 

If thy brother be grieved with thy meat — (or anything you may do 

that is not essential to be done) — now walkest thou not in love.” 

 “Destroy not him with thy meat for whom Christ died.” 

Christ gladly died for him, even while he was yet a sinner, in the 

hope of his redemption, but if we willfully distress others and cause 

them to stumble by persisting in things which they do not believe are 

right — for example.  “It is good neither to eat flesh, nor drink wine, 

nor anything whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made 

weak.”   If we persist in anything that troubles another brother or sister, 

we create tension and estrangement that gradually erodes ecclesial 

unity and frays the bonds of affection that are essential to sound 

ecclesial life.  “No man,” says Paul in this chapter  “lives to himself.” 

Our every act has an eternal, unchangeable effect, for good or ill. A 

small evil may have everlasting reverberations. The pre-eminent motive 

of love is the welfare of others, and the forbearing of one's own 

desires, ego and pride for the common good. (Then Bro. Growcott 

emphatically emphasizes in capital letters.)  

 “WHOEVER IS NOT DEEPLY IMBUED WITH THIS 

SENTIMENT AS THE MAIN-SPRING OF THEIR LIVES IS 

NOT A BROTHER OF CHRIST AND NEED EXPECT NO 

WELCOME FROM HIM WHEN HE RETURNS. 

 “If any man have not the spirit of Christ he is none of his.” 

 “We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, 

and not to please ourselves.” 

 “Let every one of us please his neighbor for his good to 

edification.” 

 “For even Christ pleased not himself but as it is written, the 

reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me.” 

CHRIST HIMSELF, THE SON OF GOD, THE KING OF 

KINGS, THE HEIR OF THE UNIVERSE, PLEASED NOT 

HIMSELF, BUT CHOSE THE PATH OF REPROACH AND 

SUFFERING AND SELF-DENIAL FOR THE SAKE OF 

OTHERS. 

Paul again stresses this essential principle of godliness in writing to 

the Philippians (2:1-5) — “Fulfill ye my joy; be likeminded; have the 

same love: let nothing be done through strife or pride. . .” “Look not 

every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of 

others.” 
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 “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” (end of 

quote). 

Our subjection to each other should not be out of a sense of dreary 

duty or a task we reluctantly perform; but rather a loving commitment 

to the brotherhood and a whole-hearted willingness to serve each other 

with love, humility, compassion, sincerity and joy. This has to be upper 

most in our hearts and minds if we want all the parts of the body to 

function efficiently, effectively and smoothly without any self-pride, 

strife or schisms as Christ and Paul commanded us to do. Because in 

Ephesians chapter 4 Paul leaves us with these stern words of 

admonition: 

 “Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that 

which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the 

hearers. 

And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto 

the day of redemption. 

Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil 

speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: 

And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 

even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.” 

In conclusion we would say that the opposite of having a proud look 

and having pride and having a lifted up or haughty spirit which the 

Lord hates would be meekness, lowliness and humility. But if we think 

we are humble, we probably are not, because the truly humble 

understands that the deceptiveness of pride, and could not possibly 

advertise their humility.  

So I want to leave you with this little test concerning the depth of 

your own pride: 

If you are never offended or upset about what others do or say to 

you 

If you truly do have peace and  “rest in your souls” 

If you do not need to reinforce your ego, pride, self-confidence and 

your standing before others 

If you can take correction and criticism with thanksgiving — even if 

you consider it be extremely unfair 

If you could never dream of talking about your humility or calling 

yourself humble 

Then maybe you have made some small headway in overcoming  

“A Proud Look”                                                 — Bro. Jerry Connolly 
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Signs of the Times 
Over 30 years ago, 2016 seemed so far away that no one paid much 

attention to it. And now, here we are.  I doubt that the papacy will 
experience complete destruction in 2016. Certainly, if our numbers are 
correct, it could be the beginning of THE series of events that brings 
such destruction about. Russia now has her footprint within the 
territorial boundaries of the King of the North. The push by the King of 
the South at the Constantinopolitan  Power occurred long ago 
(ca1832). Since that time the Great River Euphratean Power has been 
receding or “drying up” to make way for the Kings out of a Sun's 
rising. We await the Russian invasion of Turkey and Egypt. Europe 
chained (choking on Russian oil, perhaps). With the move south, 
Russian possession of Persia from Ethiopia to India.  Putin will only 
put up with ISIS for so long. He may be waiting to see who wins the 
USA presidential election. If a war-hawk wins, then the Russians may 
move quickly before the USA has opportunity to develop a strategy 
much less react. If a dove wins, he may take his sweet time. 
Notwithstanding all of this is in the Lord's hands. Time — Yahweh's 
preordained time — will answer. Israel is not the primary reason for the 
Russian move south. Perhaps he comes down as the Knight in shining 
armor to finally rid the world of the “Islamic State” terror. While there, 
he gets the evil thought to “go up” and invade Israel and take care of 
the “Jewish problem” too. Here is where the Pope will be turning 
handstands in the cesspool of a soon-to-be-destroyed Rome. The 
Papacy has long coveted the Holy Sites of Israel. This final crusade will 
end in failure as Christ the King and his co-rulers are victorious and 
from Jerusalem will send forth One Law from the Throne of David. But 
not all are destroyed (Ezek. 39:2). Some are turned back to regroup 
with The Holy See as a final rallying point in a second wave of this last 
crusade (Rev. 17-19). Again, doomed from the start. 

And so, what might 2016 bring? Only God and His Son knows. 
However, of this we can be certain: the night is far spent. The day of 

earth's redemption draweth nigh.                            —Bro. Bob Widding 

 

Meditations —Deity’s Ways No. 83 

 “I AM too tired” — “I prefer to hear the lecture” — “Brother So-
and-so is the speaker and I never get any good from his addresses.” 
These are not justifiable excuses for absence from the breaking of 
bread. Christ’s command is this:  “This do in remembrance of me” (1 
Cor. 11:24), and for us to ignore the command is to imperil our 
salvation. Was ever a divine appointment set aside without incurring 
disastrous consequences to ourselves and God’s displeasure towards 
us? Those who absent themselves from the Lord’s table should think of 
this. To refrain wilfully from assembling together on the first day of the 
week is not only to display a shocking lack of appreciation of the 
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importance and profit of the appointment, but it is a direct insult to 
Christ. Weariness in this matter is a sign of declension from the truth. It 
is not the first step, but is one of the many along the road which leads to 
final rejection. It was so in the first century, and it is so now.  “But 
supposing I am ill or prevented by unavoidable causes from obeying 
the command, what then?” Christ does not exact impossibilities. But 
what he does expect, and will have, is an interest taken in his 
appointments and an effort made to comply with his wishes. 

In appointing managing and speaking brethren, let us be 
painstaking. Carelessness in this matter means mischief and trouble, for 
it is with these brethren that the greatest influence for good or evil 
exists. If, in this matter, greater care were shown, we should hear less 
of friction in the meetings, and have fewer squabbles to settle. In our 
selection of these brethren we must not be guided by fleshly sympathy, 
but by the entire suitability of the candidates —by their soundness in 
the truth and their good character. In this work of selection we want to 
be actuated by the impartiality of God — to have Him in mind, and not 
the feelings of this or that brother. How can we expect a faithful, 
upbuilding address from one who is uncertain in regard to the truth, or 
an earnest, hearty exhortation from one who, throughout the week, is 
hail-fellow-well-met with the world? An ecclesia wants — and it must 
have it, if it is to go ahead — an executive (managing and speaking 
brethren) which is able and prepared to discountenance, at all costs, 
error or wrong doing. This, we repeat, cannot be expected from men 
who are not quite sure about the truth, or who do not mind cutting and 
trimming their utterances to please the ignorant and wrong-doers. Still 
less can it be expected from those who are in sympathy with ways and 
habits which God has condemned. 

Let us not refuse our help because the one needing it is not in the 
truth. We must not be Pharisees — bigoted and selfish in the matter of 
alms giving. Our sympathy and kindness should flow out to all. The 
parable of the Good Samaritan expresses our duty. In this Christ 
pictures, in a sense, an outsider rendering help to one inside, and says, 
“Go thou and do likewise” (Luke 10:30-37). Our good-heartedness 
ought to be known and noted (as Christ’s was) by all with whom we 
come in contact. This, however, does not mean that we should do good 
to be seen of men — this would be wrong. Let us, however, be careful 
not to employ Christ’s words, which tell us that it would be wrong, in 
the interests of covetousness. Open well-doing — if done with a pure 
motive —is acceptable to God and productive of much good (Matt. 
5:16). Our duty is to show kindness — whether it is seen or not seen by 
our fellows — and to do so because it is reasonable, noble, and so 
commanded. 

Let us not scheme to avoid necessary work, nor let us, when we 
cannot escape the work, grumble and pose as martyrs. Neither let us be 
cruel in working willing horses to death. Let us see to it also that our 
help is offered when the load is heavy and the road rough, as well as 
when the load is light and the way pleasant. There are nasty as well as 
nice duties to perform in the business of an ecclesia, and a faithful man 
will not pick and choose. There are two sights shocking to behold, 
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which, alas! are sometimes to be seen. 1 — An idle man, standing away 
from work, and, with the finger of scorn, pointing out the flaws in the 
efforts of a poor, struggling toiler who has undertaken the work 
because no one better offers or exists to do it. 2 — A man who, after 
the heat and toil have been borne by others, steps forward and seeks to 
obtain the merit of the prosperous situation. We need to keep our eye 
on men of this stamp. To prove men before you trust them is a safe and 
scriptural maxim. 

If we are intent on working for God and not self, we shall not stand 
for a particular job, but take whatever comes to hand. We shall keep on 
doing, however humble the task. To refuse to work on the ground of 
dignity — to object to being a door-keeper because not elected as a 
presiding brother, or to hold back from giving away literature because 
not appointed to lecture — is to show that we have far from learned the 
conditions which make service acceptable either to God or man. The 
traits we need to cultivate in ourselves, and to look for in those whom 
we wish to guide and manage our ecclesial affairs, are such as spring 
out of a love of the truth — a love which is engendered by studying and 
thinking about the truth in all its wonderful and beautiful bearings. 
These traits are humility, willingness, cheerfulness, enthusiasm, 
patience  — qualities which stand out in the character of every Bible 
worthy, and are infinitely more desirable than a ready tongue, or a 
respectable appearance. 

 “Had I the time, the ability, and the money of some, what would I 
not do for the truth?” This is a statement best left unsaid. It is a boast —
a seeking of credit for unshown merit. For aught we know, we might do 
much less than the ones we criticise. Instead of bragging, it is better to 
turn one’s thoughts to matters practical. What are we doing for the truth 
with what we do possess? Could we not do a wee bit more? This is the 
question to which to pin ourselves when inclined to fly off into the 
regions of speculation. It is what we do, and not what we think we 
would do, that will count in the day of judgment. To make ourselves 
feel good by dwelling on the real or supposed shortcomings of others is 
not a laudable exercise. It is a common failing, but none the less a very 
hurtful one. Self-elevation will reckon as nothing, and less than 
nothing, when the time comes for our life’s account to be made up. 

To appear good, or even to be good for a short time, whilst under 
the gaze of our brethren, is an easy matter. The true test of faithfulness 
comes when we are away from our brethren — when mingling 
throughout the week with the disobedient alien. It is then that we are 
tried, and it is then that we form habits and create a mind that will make 
us a blessing or a curse to our ecclesia. If a brother is faithful away 
from the meetings — in his home and in his business — he will be also 
in the ecclesia. If he is unfaithful in his daily life, he will be — he must 
be — so in his dealings with his brethren. This is only natural. If we 
work this matter out we shall see that unfaithfulness behind the scenes 
is the cause of much ecclesial trouble — of the bitterness and 
dissension that is too often manifest in certain ecclesias. 

                                                            —Bro. A.T. Jannaway — 1906 
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Principles of Righteousness  —  “What God 
Considers As True Repentance―David The Divinely 

Appointed Example” 

There may be some among us who believe that the Lord’s words with 
regard to the exception of Matthew 5:32 and 19:9 is a “merciful provision”. 
It is not! It simply tells us where in the one case a man’s motive for putting 
away his wife is not adulterous. # A merciful provision is when Yahweh, 
though holy, holy, holy, forgives sin without setting aside His principles of 
righteousness. An illustration of this is God’s work in Christ, and how God 
forgave David’s great transgression. God’s definitive answer as to what 
constitutes true scriptural repentance is revealed in Psalms 32 and 51― 
Psalms of David. 

When David was confronted by Nathan in relation to his grievous sin with 
Bathsheba, he did not try to minimize his transgression. He did not try to 
use Scripture to justify it or deny it, but he confessed his sin; he 
acknowledged his transgression (Psalm 51:3). In the process he 
confessed his total inability to save himself and the Law’s inability to purge 
his sin. This is the first critical point. It is said that confession of wrong 
doing is not sufficient evidence of repentance in all cases of sin, and that is 
true. Mere confession for the sake of it is not sufficient in regard to 
any sin. But it is equally true that certain sacrifices the ecclesia may 
ask the sinner to make are just as insufficient for sin to be purged! 
For this is the basis of re‐fellowship ― the forgiveness of sin, is it not? 
(Read Psalm 51:1 — 4; 2 Corinthians 2:5-11) David knew God did not want 
him to go out and buy the biggest bullock he could find and sacrifice it so 
that he might earn forgiveness.  “For you desire not sacrifice; else would I 
give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering” (Psalm 51:16). If David had 
said, “I will separate from Bathsheba”, as evidence of his repentance and 
remorse, would this have altered what had happened and purged his sins? 
The death of Uriah, for all external appearances legitimised David’s 
marriage with Bathsheba but it did not remove the sin; nor would a 
resolve to end his relationship with Bathsheba be an indication of David’s 
inner repentance, “though in all probability many of his contemporaries 
did not see it that way. 

# As previously explained, where the circumstances of ‘porneia’ exist, we ask the 
question “Does this give the innocent spouse the right to divorce and remarry? The Lord 
answers this in Matthew 19:9. Where no other command of Christ is violated (i.e. suing at 
law) divorce from an unrepentant adulterous spouse is not a sin against either Christ’s 
teachings or against the spirit of them. However, Christ does not in his words 
encourage, let alone command it. “The reason the Master is not as clear and decisive 
about the injured partner as he is about the guilty, is because the sons and daughters 
of God would not interpret Matthew 5 in isolation from all their Master’s other 
teachings in chapters 5‐7; principles by which ‘we judge (or discern) ourselves 
truly, that we might not be judged’ (1 Corinthians 11:31).” 

This point does not go undealt with in this most important record. “The 
servants of his house” did not understand David’s actions when the child 
Bathsheba bore to David died, and David arose from the earth where he 
had lain prostrate. The record tells us he washed and anointed himself, 
changing his clothes and went in before Yahweh and worshipped.  “What 
is this thing that you have done?”  David’s answer provides much 
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insight for “the servants of the Beloved’s household” of today. Some may 
feel that evidence of true scriptural repentance consists of certain 
impractical attempts at retracement when the time for these has passed. 
Retracements because of changed circumstances are not to the glory of 
Yahweh, nor are these external so‐called evidences of repentance actually 
stipulated in Yahweh’s word. What is however required are those mental 
and moral offerings, the sincerity of which Yahweh alone will be the 
ultimate judge of.  “Why should I fast?” said David  “can I bring him 
back again”. The death of the child, David knew, ended the purpose of his 
supplications. Remarriage after divorce Yahweh says (Deuteronomy 
24:4) prevents any possibility of retracement. What ought to happen 
then in the practicalities of living with the consequences of the choices we 
have made is likewise illustrated in the Divine record of David’s life. 

David did not appeal in his prayer of Psalm 51 to the Law’s schedule of 
sacrifices for his sin to be purged, but to that portion of God’s law that 
revealed Yahweh’s character, a character that he knew he had to strive to 
emulate so as to again be one with Yahweh. “Yahweh, Yahweh Elohim 
merciful and gracious, long‐suffering and abundant in goodness and truth, 
keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and 
sin and that will by no means clear the guilty…” (Exodus 34:6-7). Note well 
the three things Yahweh mercifully and graciously forgives, which David 
takes up in Psalm 51:2-3 and Psalm 32:1-2: Iniquity — “deliberate 
transgression and perversity, the act of hiding and even justifying 
wrongdoing, which has become a dark aspect of our way of living”. Note 
well this definition, for some brethren and sisters may feel that they cannot 
break bread with those who have divorced and remarried for reasons other 
than the exception because they did it deliberately, though they have 
confessed their sin in the matter. This was the judgement without mercy 
of Ahithophel, Bathsheba’s grandfather! Transgression — rebellion and 
trespass. Sin — offences (sometimes habitual). David found Divine 
inspiration to express his thankfulness in this passage in Exodus which 
significantly reveals God’s character in association with man’s desperate 
need…  “I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me”. 
Acknowledgement of sin, transgression, even iniquity is the beginning of 
this process of true scriptural repentance; but in the rending of soul and 
mind, in the agonising acknowledgement that we are guilty of such 
atrocities, it is from God alone we seek forgiveness. It is not from man in all 
his unmercifulness that we seek forgiveness, but from Yahweh, and if from 
Him alone, then it is against Him alone we have truly sinned and broken 
covenant, failing that unity of  “the glory of the only begotten of the Father” 
to which we have been called (John 1:14; 17:22-23). 

David knew what it was to fall into the hand of man in comparison to falling 
into the hands of God who judges righteously. David resoundingly in an 
exclamation of heartfelt gratitude acknowledges this truth in Psalm 32 
when he receives the forgiveness of his sins, “Blessed is the one whose 
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man against 
whom Yahweh counts no iniquity and in whose spirit there is no guile 
(deceit)”. It is a blessed thing indeed that the spirit through David did not 
say, “Blessed is the man whom his neighbour does not impute iniquity”. 
Man, who can only judge by the hearing of the ear and by the seeing of the 
eye, is unable to discern the intents of the heart; even man who is so quick 
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to remind his neighbour of his shortcomings, though he himself is 
compassed about with iniquity. 

David’s words acknowledge God’s conditions for forgiveness, not 
man’s. That which God requires is designed to cultivate the new man of the 
spirit to spring forth and bear much fruit from the “dry ground” of sin. But 
the precondition that allows God’s way to have its perfect work is gratefully 
acknowledged by David, “in whose spirit (mind or disposition) there is no 
guile”. Where guile is practised, iniquity is imputed and any outward 
form of repentance is but a cloak of hypocrisy to God. Guile is 
treachery, deceit, the concealment or perversion of the truth, so as to 
deceive and mislead, to delude, to cause to fall and betray. 

The extreme form of guile is that of self‐delusion and self‐righteousness 
where someone, blinded by self‐justification, sees their evil circumstances 
as the fault of others. This self‐deception is illustrated in the Lord’s parable 
of the Pharisee and the publican, (briefly considered on page 6) who went 
up into the temple to worship. The Pharisee prayed  “with himself “ (i.e. his 
prayer did not ascend to heaven but was for self).  “God, I thank thee, that I 
am not as the rest of men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this 
tax collector, I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I get” (Luke 
18:10-11). 

Here is a man who justified himself and quoted Scripture in the process. 
He did not need God’s covering for sin; he kept all God’s commandments 
or at least thought he did! The tax collector however stood  “far off” and 
would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven but smote his breast 
saying,” God be merciful to me a sinner (this is rendered  “the sinner” in the 
Greek) Luke 18:13. 

Here was a man who knew his need for God’s mercy or his propitiation, he 
who is Yahweh’s mercy seat. The feeling of this man’s overwhelming 
weakness compelled him to the confession that he was the sinner above 
all sinners. “I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than 
the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one 
who humbles himself will be exalted” (Luke 18:14). 

If for whatever motive, or by whatever means we conceal iniquity and in 
effect say that we have no sin, then “we deceive ourselves and the truth is 
not in us”. If however, “we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 
1:8-9). 

David in his ungodly deceit perhaps reasoned that he could hide his 
adultery if he could legitimise the deceit. “For the woman which hath an 
husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he lives; but if the 
husband be dead she is loosed from the law of her husband” (Romans 7). 
Yet the true state of our heart’s guile is when we practice deceit with God. 
We know we cannot hide anything from God (Psalm 32:3-4), but the 
depravity of our hearts so blinds us, God’s presence becomes an abstract 
and distant concept, even his promises once so nigh to our daily living, are 
made remote. 

The Divine testimony of David’s life notes several prominent sins he 
committed, and yet in only one case is a distinction made. “David did that 
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which was right in the eyes of Yahweh, and turned not aside from anything 
he commanded him all the days of his life, save only in the matter of Uriah 
the Hittite” (1 Kings 15:5). It is essential to understand the reason for this 
record; David did not immediately confess and repent before Yahweh of 
this grievous transgression. Instead he concealed the matter hoping time 
would heal his smitten conscience. True repentance is a forsaking of the 
practice of guile. Again it must be stressed; sin, transgression and iniquity 
are imputed when we attempt to justify our wrongdoing by deceit. When 
we refuse to face the truth about our failing and resolve not to forsake, but 
to justify even legitimise sin, this is the moment God imputes iniquity. While 
one remains in this state of mind of practising guile, sin cannot be 
removed. 

But note well and consider by God’s grace the antithesis, “I acknowledged 
my sin unto thee and my iniquity have I not hid, I said, I will confess my 
transgressions unto thee Lord and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
Selah.” ― pause and calmly think of that! (Psalm32:5). Note: scriptural 
repentance is based on sincere confession, not works. It is upon this 
fact that Paul builds his doctrine of justification by the righteousness 
of faith Romans 4:4-8. Failure to see this blinds us to the New 
Testament doctrine of how the blood of Christ cleanses us from sin! 

Notice that the forgiveness is total and immediate, never to be brought 
up by God again.  “The Lord put away” (2 Samuel 12:13) David’s iniquity, 
though many in Israel would never forget. It is man who made this into a 
perpetual reproach, but God considered it in the light of David’s humility, 
resolve and confession, as water spilt on the ground, never to return. This 
is the memorial Psalm 32. Brethren and sisters we ought to consider it 
carefully in its personal and ecclesial implications. 

The psalmist wants us to fellowship his experience in the bitterness of his 
despair, because like him we fail, not just on certain notable occasions, but 
unlike David, repeatedly and foolishly. We despair and wonder what God 
could ever see in us worth perpetuating. Yet with the psalmist we can 
ascend like eagles, soaring the incalculable heights of heavenly grace, the 
ecstasy of the verdict of the guiltless; which David as the representative of 
all “God’s beloved” (the bride of Christ) shall receive and will exclaim, “Oh 
the blessedness of transgression forgiven and sin covered…” 

God did not even wait for the confession to pass David’s lips but in the very 
moment he resolved to confess; “I said, I will confess my transgressions 
to the Lord and you forgave…” Instantly, in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, like the prodigal son when he resolved to confess his sins and go to 
his father and say,  “Father I have sinned against heaven and before thee,” 
in that very moment, though as yet so far off from his father’s house, God 
grants forgiveness. The record graciously adds that the father, who lovingly 
awaited his son’s return, searching the horizon for that lost sheep, rejoiced 
with exceeding joy and went out to meet him who has resolved to return. 

Now if we compare this, the divine example, with that of man’s judgment in 
the elder son who brought railing accusation against his brother before the 
father, what would man’s judgement have been of David’s sin? Certain 
death for David and Bathsheba without a doubt, even as God through 
Nathan in his parable, compelled David to confess (2 Samuel 12). God 
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alone could put away David’s iniquity. We should never lose sight of this 
point, both personally and ecclesially, in dealing with cases of divorce and 
remarriage for reasons other than the exception. It is “God that hates 
putting away” (Malachi 3). He who puts away his spouse (innocent of 
porneia) has sinned against God, and his transgression against spouse 
and the ecclesia is a symptom of his breaking covenant with Yahweh. 

As we have seen, the forgiveness of sin is the only possible scriptural 
position for re‐fellowship, and this can only be attained by sincere 
repentance shown by a full recognition of the evil and confession of sin. In 
the case of one who has put away an innocent spouse and remarried, such 
recognition and confession of sin must then be followed by a determination 
to  “sin no more”. In the context of Matthew 5:27-32 and Matthew 19, this 
would mean the determined resolve, patterned after the Lord’s example of 
prayer and the use of scripture to forsake evil desire that leads to 
covetousness, divorce and remarriage. 

 

Jerusalem Revisited  — 9 
OLIVET HOUSE, JERUSALEM, March, 1912. 

Dear Bro. Walker. — Go where you will in Jerusalem, within the 
walls, or outside the walls, and, with the exception of mountain and 
valley and dirt, the Jew is more in evidence than aught else. It is no 
longer an Arab city, or a Turkish city, nor a Latin or Greek city — it is 
a city of Jews. Hebrew names are to be seen on every hand. Jews and 
Jewesses are here, there, and everywhere. The saddest feature is that by 
far the larger majority live on Chaluka, that is, contributions, or charity, 
from various parts of the world. 

This afternoon I had a preliminary survey of the “Russian 
Quadrangle,” as it is called. I mean the kite-shaped territory, labelled  
“Russian property” on my plan, on the north-west side of the city. I 
walked all round it, and spent nearly half-an-hour inside — only a 
cursory view, and, therefore, will not here attempt to go into details, as 
I intend to thoroughly exploit the huge “hospice,” as the Russians 
would have people believe it to be. Suffice it to say it is the most 
remarkable enclosure I ever remember seeing, and speaks volumes as 
to the correctness of our interpretation of Ezekiel 38, and our 
conclusion therefrom as to the intention of Russia in the Holy Land. 
But, as I have said, more on this interesting and highly important 
subject when I have had a look behind the scenes. 

Another long chat after dinner to-night with Mr. Dunn, of  
“Abraham’s Vineyard,” on the apostate condition of 20th century  
“Christendom.” It does one good — sharpening one’s acquaintance 
with  “The Word.” All the other visitors and residents in the hotel are 
busy bargaining with some Orientals who have been permitted to bring 
their antiques, and lace, and beads, and such like wares, into the 
vestibule of the hotel. Most of the vendors are of the natural seed of 
Abraham; there is no mistaking that fact, although they are not to be 
compared in physique to their more favoured brethren in London and 
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other cities and towns, where they are able to prosper commercially and 
live easier. As a whole, the Jews in Palestine are very sickly, and have a 
most pathetic and heart-rending appearance. I have been watching one 
such whose face and demeanour conjures up Isaiah 52:14:  “His visage 
was so marred —more than any man.” There is no doubt the long 
centuries of oppression by the Gentiles have had their effect, and left 
their mark. The more we see, and the more we meditate, the more 
incessant and the more earnest is our prayer for the “Peace of 
Jerusalem,” and the appearance of the “Sun of Righteousness with 
healing in his beams.” 

This morning we were up betimes, having arranged to start at 8:30 
on a detour of the “Temple Area,” and a survey of its many world-
renowned contents. In addition to our private guide, we have to be 
accompanied by a Kavass from the Consulate of our own country, and 
a Turkish soldier. The former is a gorgeously-attired official, with gold 
lace and Eastern colours galore, and a long, gold-bedecked wand 
sufficient to make the conducted one feel safe anywhere. But, even 
those important governmental personages do not always ensure 
protection from the fanaticism of the infatuated Moslem. The incident 
mentioned in my last letter is by no means an isolated one. Unveiled 
ladies are especially liable to trouble, for some of the foreign Moslem 
worshippers have never seen women uncovered in public, let alone at 
such a holy place as that where the Mosque of Omar is. The two 
American ladies who were shot at by the Moslem Afghan were 
fortunate in escaping with their lives, although one of them did so at the 
cost of her eyesight. True, the man was imprisoned; but I doubt much if 
the Mahommedan Turk kept him long in durance vile, for the national 
sympathies would all be against the intrusion of the sightseers, and on 
the side of the zealous worshipper. Devotions are suspended between 
the hours of 8:30 and 11 a.m., and that interval set apart for visitors, so 
as to avoid the possibility of rousing the ire of the followers of 
Mahomet. Of course, we went the usual round, and saw all there was to 
be seen. 

The sacred spot is enclosed by a wall over 1,600 feet long on the 
west, and over 1,500 feet on the east; over 1,000 feet on the north, and 
over 900 feet on the south. The principal building — The Dome of the 
Rock — was, of course, the first place we visited. Tradition says it was 
erected between A.D. 637 and 688. The interior at first strikes one as 
gloomy; but, when you get used to it, its beauty and grandeur are most 
striking. The brilliancy of the 36 stained glass windows it is impossible 
to exaggerate, as well as the beauty of the glass mosaics of the many 
arches. The sacred rock beneath the dome is 60 feet long, 40 feet wide, 
and varies from 3 to 6 feet above where one stands. Apparently it is the 
identical spot where Abraham offered up Isaac, and where, later on, 
Solomon built the Temple. As to the nonsensical tales associated with it 
— well, we will pass them all by. 

We visited the “Mosque-el-Aksa,” the magnificent building erected 
A.D. 536, by the Emperor Justinian, in honour of the Virgin. But, what 
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always impressed me most, and it did again upon this occasion, were 
what are termed  “Solomon’s Stables,” below the Temple Area, and to 
get to which we had to descend all those steps at the south-eastern 
corner of the plateau. It is in 1 Kings 4:26 we are told that  “Solomon 
had forty thousand stalls of horses for his chariots, and twelve thousand 
horsemen.” Certainly these magnificent vaults, and bevelled stones, and 
huge supporting columns are in keeping with the grandeur of all things 
connected with the reign and doings of Solomon; besides which, the 
palace of Solomon was undoubtedly close by, on Zion. Josephus 
mentions, in his  “Antiquities of the Jews” (8, 7:3), that Solomon had  
“22,000 horses.” 

I ought to mention the fact that the “sacred rock” under the  “Dome” 
forms the summit, and is a part of Mount Moriah, the never-doubted 
spot where Melchisedek offered sacrifices, and where the Ark of the 
Covenant stood. 

Again, we closely examined the walled-up Eastern Gate, referred to 
in a previous letter; and again we mounted the eastern parapet which 
commands the grand panorama of the Mount of Olives, which, I doubt 
not, still lives in your memory. 

There, at our feet, as it were, only very much below (I suppose two 
or three hundred feet down) was the valley of the Kidron, or  “Valley of 
Jehoshaphat,” as it is termed after the name of that King of Judah 
whose monumental tomb we can see in the Valley just to our right. Oh! 
what a future there is for this Valley. Joel delivered a vivid prophecy on 
that matter (ch. 3:2, 12). Not far away are the reputed tombs of 
Zacharias (Matt. 23:35), and  “St. James” (Acts 12:2). Just to the left, 
across the Brook Kidron, and marked by its tall cypress trees, is the  
“Garden of Gethsemane.” At any rate, it has been known as such ever 
since the fourth century, and, I take it, they of those days were in a far 
better position to know, than the doubters of the twentieth. Who could 
fail to be interested in this place? (see Matt. 26:36; Mark 14:32; Luke 
22:39; and especially John 18:1). On our extreme right is the village of 
Siloam, and, a little to the left thereof, the road that leads to Bethany 
and Jericho. How frequently our Lord came along that road. It was the 
last journey he made prior to his making the “one great offering” for  
“the sins of the world.”  We can see the spot Christ arrived at on that 
last journey, where Jerusalem comes immediately into view (the lowest 
point on the skyline in the picture). The incident is very vividly 
narrated in Luke 19, where, in verse 41, we read: — 

 “And, when he was come near, he beheld the city and wept over it” 
(the whole chapter needs to be read here, with such surroundings). 

A good way up the Mount of Olives we cannot fail to notice a 
building which all, except the votaries of the Greek Church, agree is a 
disgrace to the sacred hill, “The Church of the Ascension” with all its 
gilt and tinselly adornment. One of the turnip-shaped domes just peeps 
up above the sky-line. Farther up are some Russian buildings, including 
the notable Tower, which looms some 360 feet higher than the city, 
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with its unsurpassable view thereof. But I must leave some interesting 
talk about that ominous “watch tower” till I come to the summing-up of 
the results of my visit. A little further to the left is the new German 
property, where another huge tower has been erected, and which the 
Germans claim exceeds in height the Russian tower. I have not yet 
visited it, but intend doing so in a few days. 

We retraced our steps from the “Noble Sanctuary” of the Moslem 
world to the very prosaic streets of the “Holy City.” We much 
appreciated having been able to visit the “Temple Area” in so quiet and 
reflective a manner. So much better than “doing it” with a crowd of 
tourists, or sight-seers, of the globetrotting stamp. On our way home we 
called at the Latin “Chapel of Flagellation, “ opposite the Turkish 
barracks, and near the reputed “Judgment-Hall of Pilate.” The holy 
steps, known as the  “Santa Scala,” and now at the Church of St. John’s 
Lateran at Rome, were removed from here. They are the alleged steps 
trodden by Christ. The Chapel was well worth visiting, if only to see 
how they have worked into the building portions of the natural rocks 
and one of the arches, known as the “Ecce Homo.” Also portions of the 
bare original pavement which, beyond all doubt, was that trodden upon 
by the people of Christ’s day, and probably by our Lord himself. All 
authorities admit that it belongs to the Herodian period. Here begins the 
Via Dolorosa and the “Stations of the Cross.” I then took my partner to 
see the pool of Bethesda and in and out of the St. Stephen’s Gate, so 
now there only remains one gate of Jerusalem for her to do likewise. 

After lunch to-day I set forth out on the Damascus Road to view the 
American colony, which has made such headway during the past few 
years in the north of the city. My interest, however, in things American 
is not very keen, and as there was very little, if anything, Jewish about 
their part of the land, I was quite satisfied with a walk round. 

A survey of the “Tombs of the Kings,” about half-a-mile from the 
north wall, was more to my mind. They are very old, and cut with their 
length at right angles to the walls of the sepulchres. They are believed 
to belong to the time of Herod. I next visited the “Garden Tomb,” 
which was excavated by Colonel Conder in 1873, and found to be full 
of bones. It is more than doubtful, however, if it has aught to do with 
the Garden of Joseph of Arimathea, as some have thought. The  
“Calvary” associated with the name of General Gordon cannot be so 
readily dismissed. A “Skull Hill” it certainly is, to say nothing of other 
details which place it miles in front of the “Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre” in its claim to be the place where the Lord was crucified. 
Close by here is a cave known as the “Grotto of Jeremiah,” which 
tradition says is where the prophet wrote his “Lamentations.” In fact, 
this district around the Damascus Gate abounds in rock - hewn tombs, 
caves, cisterns and the like. 

As a sort of “wind-up” to my day’s work I again made a circuit of 
the city, with the view particularly of noting its big buildings. The most 
striking feature in so doing was the insignificant place occupied by 
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Great Britain compared with the other European Powers. Here we see 
Russia, Germany, Austria, France, and Italy, in evidence that cannot be 
overlooked, whilst anything connected with Great Britain has to be 
asked for, and hunted for. Of course, at the present moment, Italy is 
under a cloud, as it were, during this Turco-Italian war, and all her 
buildings — the Consulate and Post Offices included — all shut up. 
But they will all be re-opened directly peace is proclaimed. 

Both the powers are anticipating it, for I hear that the chief Italian 
post office, whose lease has expired, is being negotiated for, so as to be 
ready for a resumption of postal work when an understanding is arrived 
at between the combatants. The German Consul is meanwhile looking 
after the interests of the Italians. But, to return to the manifest disparity 
between things British and the things of Russia and Co.: here we see 
huge Russian hospices capable of accommodating thousands of people 
— pilgrims or soldiers — on both sides of the city. 

The Germans, too, are going ahead. Look at the big building they 
have comparatively recently erected on the Mount of Olives, to say 
nothing of their other possessions. Look at the tremendous hospice of 
the Austrians on Mount Zion, and the similarly immense “Notre Dame” 
hospice of the French, just abutting the “New Gate” of Jerusalem. And 
even the Persian, and the Abyssinian, and the Dutch, and the Swedish, 
and the Greek, are in evidence. But Great Britain has to “take a back 
seat” with the most insignificant of “powers.” Great Britain does not 
own a decent building in the whole city. Even the Consulate, I was told, 
is only rented. And, when the representative of the “greatest maritime 
power the world has ever seen,” and upon whose possessions  “the sun 
never sets,” held a royal “at home,” not three score and ten persons 
could be got together! That is information given me first hand. 

I had it on good authority, which it would be a breach of confidence 
to reveal, that our representative’s orders are: “See all, report all, 
promise nothing.” And those orders have been faithfully carried out. 
The Jew thinks Great Britain might be frank and add:  “Do nothing.” 
How satisfactory to the Bible student! It is just what the discerner of 
prophecy expects. Things are just as stated by Ezekiel; ripening in the 
direction of Rosh, Meshech, Tubal, and Company unlimited; while 
Sheba, Dedan, and Tarshish are maintaining an attitude of “splendid 
isolation,” as Lord Rosebery termed it. But there, I am anticipating 
information which will be more in place when I tell you about the  
“Russian Quadrangle.” 

The “Garden of Gethsemane,” I notice, is as well patronised as ever. 
Inside by the foreign visitors, of which, of course, we are two; and 
outside by the lepers with their monotonous and stereotyped cry of  
“Backsheesh;” a cry which, I expect, will not cease till the  “Great 
Physician” appears. That He will soon come, and that we may be 
among the happy throng whose bodies will be changed and refashioned 
as His own, is the prayer of, 

Your fellow pilgrim, FRANK G. JANNAWAY. 
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Speaking the Truth with Simplicity 
 “There are those who speak to simplify and clarify, and those who 

speak to spin words and obfuscate and create discussion. It is difficult 
enough to keep the picture clear and issues straight among weak 
mortals. Bro. Roberts saw this clearly and felt it strongly. Let us ever 
be of those who labour on the side of simplicity and clarity, and avoid 
the fleshly temptations of speculation and ‘cleverness.’ Simplicity is 
beauty: depth need not be obscurity.”                    —Bro. G.V.Growcott 

 

John Thomas Elpis Israel 
No one has any right to set up his own ignorance as the limit of 

what God hath revealed. A thing may be unknown to such a man, but it 

doth not therefore follow that it is either absolutely unintelligible or a 

secret. He may not know of it, or, if explained to him, he may not have 

intellect enough to comprehend it, or his prejudices, or sectarian bias 

may darken his understanding — this by no means makes the thing 

unintelligible or mysterious to other people. All that such persons have 

a right to say is, "we do not know anything about it." They may confess 

their own ignorance, and resolve to look into the matter, or not; but 

they are presumptuously overstepping the bounds of propriety to 

venture to do more.                                                —Bro. John Thomas 

 

 

The Coming Struggle Amongst The Nations Of The 

Earth 
Never was there a time in the past history of the world when such a 

terrible and universal excitement prevailed regarding political affairs, 

as at this moment exists in the social mind. Wherever we turn or into 

whatsoever society we enter, the same restless anxiety is apparent, the 

same question passes from circle to circle and from friend to friend, but 

no reply comes forth to cheer or satisfy the alarmed interrogators. 

“What is about to happen?” is murmured in all the assemblies of men; 

and whether the sound floats along the noble halls of the great, vibrates 

among the rafters of the straw-roofed cottage, or wanders through the 

mazes of tobacco smoke in a village ale-house, echo only answers. 

What! Conjectures, indeed, are made and opinions deliveries, but these 

rest solely on the shifting sand of political appearances, and assume the 

various aspects with which faction and party-spirit invest them, they are 

utters only to be rejected; the same question is again asked by the same 

individual on the morrow, and with like success.   —Bro. John Thomas 
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Hints For Bible Markers 

The Psalms 

Psalm 5 

Psalm 5:11 

 “ But let all those that put their trust in thee rejoice: let them 

ever shout for joy because thou defendest them: let them also that 

love thy name be joyful in thee “ 
We come now to the beautiful aspect of this song pointing to the 

time when those who love God will have their chief joy fulfilled. 

That time of blessedness recorded in Isaiah 65:17-19 “For, behold, I 

create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be 
remembered, nor come into mind. (18) But be ye glad and rejoice 
forever in that which I create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a 
rejoicing, and her people a joy. (19) And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and 
joy in my people: and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in 
her, nor the voice of crying.” 

 

Psalm 6 

  It is probable that Sheminth means music in a lower note. In 

other words this Psalm was probably played with bass 

instruments. Musical instruments in our day that would fall into 

that category are tuba, sousaphone, bass trombone, or bass guitar.           
 

Psalm 6:1 

 

O LORD, repute me not in thine anger, neither chasten me in  

thy hot displeasure. 

 

We hear the sad cry of one who well knew the pain caused by 

the chastening of the Lord. We should all know the pain of 

chastisement. For it is written (Hebrews 12:6) “For whom the Lord 

loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.” 

And if we know chastisement we can certainly understand the 

thoughts in mind of the writer of this psalm. We must know 

chastening! Paul tells us (Hebrews 12:7-8) “If ye endure chastening, 

God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the 

father chasteneth not. But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all 

are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. “It is important to 

notice Paul classes those who are sons as partakers of chastisement. 

ALL ARE PARTAKERS! 
  

    Continued next month should the Lord will                                                                        bro. Beryl Snyder 


