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Ecclesial News 
AIYURA, PNG    

Memorial for our sister Jane Nosi 

Dear brethren and sisters in the hope of Israel, 

On behalf of the Aiyura ecclesia, it is with deep sadness that we notify 
the fellowship of the unexpected falling asleep in Christ of Sis. Jane Nosi. 
Sis. Jane was a foundation member of the Aiyura ecclesia, tireless labourer 
for Christ, mother of seven children, and a dearly beloved sister of all in 
the Berean Christadelphian fellowship throughout Papua New Guinea. 

We do indeed thank our heavenly Father for the support of Sis. Jane, 
who was a woman of faith. When members of the Brisbane ecclesia first 
came to Aiyura, we were struck by Sis. Jane’s enthusiasm for the Truth. 
She always had her Bible open, making notes, and when we asked 
questions, we could always see her quietly saying the answers. Often she 
would recite the scriptures from memory in response to questions.  She 
would often ask, in her timid manner, things that she struggled to grasp.  
Whenever she understood a great truth, a big smile would spread across 
her face, which was always determinedly set with concentration, wanting 
to understand.  She walked for hours with her other sisters to attend 
memorial meetings, and to join with us in our end of the year gatherings 
devoted to the study of the Holy Scriptures. 

We remember at the end of last year how she urged us to take the 
message of the one true gospel to her people by public proclamation on the 
streets of Kainantu.  On one of those days, it began to rain, and we all 
sheltered under the roof of an old petrol station in Kainantu, where 
hundreds were likewise seeking shelter.  Jane urged us to take the 
opportunity to preach the gospel there with so many gathered around us, 
for nothing―nothing was more important to her, than her countrymen 
having the same chance that she so thankfully, with unspeakable joy, had 
been granted through the grace of God. 

 It is difficult for us to think that when we return to PNG God willing at 
the end of this tumultuous year, this woman of faith will not meet us with 
her loving smile and welcoming embrace. But the work she so urged us to 
do – “the poor have good news preached to them” (Luke 7:22) will 
through God’s grace continue, for truly “the gospel is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16). 

Tribulation as we approach the Crisis of the ages 

God’s children are not spared the tribulations of life, and we feel 
compelled to say all the more so as we approach the crisis of the ages, 
which Yahweh’s prophets have long foretold.  God’s servants are however 
strengthened by His word, that faith may have the victory (1 John 5:4) and 
that having been so fortified, may at last be strengthened by His very 
nature, and hear those words addressed to the prophet Daniel, who 
represented the redeemed:  “O man/woman greatly loved, fear not, peace 
be with you, be strong and of good courage.  And as he spoke to me, I was 
strengthened” (Daniel 10:19).  These, God’s servants, who are given the 
gift of eternal life, will shine as the brightness of the firmament and as the 
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stars for ever and ever, and will rule with Christ from Zion during the 
kingdom age. (Daniel 12:2- 3; Rev. 5:9-10). 

Sis. Jane’s faith was that of Job, who under trail confessed: “I know my 
redeemer lives, and at the last, he will stand upon the earth. And after my 
skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall 
see for myself and my eyes shall behold, and not another. My heart faints 
within me!” (Job 19:25-27). 

Sis. Jane has fallen asleep in Christ at a most momentous time! This 
year marks the 100 year anniversary of Britain’s driving of the Turk out of 
the Middle East and from the land of Israel in 1917 commencing what the 
prophecy of Daniel (11:40) refers to as “the time of the end”. This very 
year Britain announced that they had begun the process of officially 
triggering their exit from the EU, so necessary for Britain to be separate 
from the rest of Europe, which will be in Confederacy with Russia when 
they, as the Gog of Ezekiel 38, invade Israel before the events of 
Armageddon. This year likewise marks the Jubilee of the Jews retaking of 
Jerusalem in 1967, which witnessed a partial fulfilment of the 2300 year 
prophecy of the down-treading of Jerusalem (Daniel 8:13-14; Luke 21:24), 
which is a sure sign of Christ’s near return! Sis. Jane had indeed seen the 
“beginning” of the “signs” (Luke 21: 25 - 28), and she had “straightened 
up and raised her head” believing that her “redemption is drawing near”! 
For sis. Jane, the Lord Jesus Christ has indeed returned in 2017, for her 
next conscious moment, having been awakened out of the sleep of death, 
she will hear the words of the Angel, “the Master is come, and is calling 
for you” (John 11:28). 

Sis. Jane now sleeps in Christ, awaiting that time of which the prophet 
Isaiah spoke so longingly, “Your dead shall live; their bodies shall rise. 
You, who dwell in the dust, awake and sing for joy! For your dew is as the 
dew of light, and the earth shall give birth to the dead.” (Isaiah 26:19) 

For all who mourn the falling asleep of our beloved sister Jane, we 
remember the Lord Jesus’s wonderful words to another woman, a woman 
of faith who was grieving the loss of her brother Lazarus, in John 11:23-25  

23 
Jesus said to her, ”Your brother will rise again.” 

24 
Martha said to 

him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 
day.” 

25 
Jesus said to her, ”I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever 

believes in me, though he/she die, yet shall he/she live”. 

When we in Brisbane remember Sis. Jane and indeed all those of like 
precious faith scattered throughout PNG, we are so thankful to our 
heavenly Father who has permitted us in our labours to be able to enter 
into the spirit which Christ with great joy said at the return of those he had 
sent to preach “the kingdom of God”― “I thank you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and 
prudent and revealed them to little children; yes, Father, for such was your 
gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my father, and no 
one knows who the Son is accept the Father, or who the father is except the 
son and anyone to whom the son chooses to reveal Him” (Luke 10:21, 22). 

On behalf of the Aiyura ecclesia, Bro. Peter Small 
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Kenya 

It is with great sadness to report the falling asleep of Bro. Phillip 
Wekati. One of the first Christadelphians in Eastern Africa, Bro. Phillip 
started the Christadelphian Ecclesias in Kenya. 
    Please keep all in Kenya in our thoughts and prayers. I will share 
more details as I receive them.  
Love, Bro. Bob Bent 

 

GATHERINGS & ACTIVITIES 
(To be held Yahweh Willing) 

GOLDTHWAITE FRATERNAL GATHERING..........................Nov 21-26, 2017 

Bro. Len Naglieri, lnaglieri@gmail.com 
KENYA FRATERNAL GATHERING.......................................Dec 28-29, 2017 

Bro. Bob Bent, eyeglassman39@yahoo.com 
LAMPASAS FRATERNAL GATHERING.….….……………..June 8–10, 2018 

Information to follow 
HYE FRATERNAL GATHERING…….….…………….….…...July 22-29, 2018 

Bro. Mark Braune, 209 Ranger Dr, Buda TX, 78610 512-577-1119, 
markbraune@gmail.com, Study on 1st and 2nd Peter 
 

  

Scriptural Fellowship 

There is one point of which we can be sure at the outset—sincerity 
and earnestness alone are not enough. I believe the clearest and most 
striking evidence of this is Paul’s statement about the Jews in Rom. 
10:2,3— 

“I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but NOT 
ACCORDING TO KNOWLEDGE. For they being ignorant of 
God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the 
righteousness of God.”  

Paul himself was a perfect example of this—fanatically earnest and 
sincere, but still terribly astray from the Truth and misguidedly 
destroying God’s people and aiding their enemies.  

Many in the world today, though far from the Truth, are 
agonizingly sincere and earnest. Jesus said— 

“The time cometh that whosoever killeth you will think that he 
doeth God service” (John 16:2).  

There are many things besides earnestness and sincerity that are 
necessary to make a man acceptable and useful to God.  

*     *     * 

http://trk.cp20.com/click/jsr6s-byz4f3-2zrich5/
tel:512-577-1119
mailto:markbraune@gmail.com
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You ask: “What is our true relation to those who use the name 
Christadelphian and believe its general principles but do not recognize 
the need for standing aside from certain errors?”  

I believe there is only one place that we can draw the line of 
distinction, and that is the point of fellowship. There is no other logical 
stopping point or dividing line. We are either in holy communion and 
fellowship with another, or we are not. All distinctions outside that are 
secondary.  

If the difference between us is such that fellowship is not possible, 
then the difference between us is VERY IMPORTANT, for fellowship 
is the most important thing in life.  

We must each decide where the commands of God lead us to draw 
the line of fellowship. Having prayerfully and to the best of our ability 
determined that point, then all mankind fall into two classes and only 
two—those with whom we fellowship on the one hand, and all the rest 
of the world on the other.  

This is not, of course, to say there are no distinctions in all the rest 
of the world, for there are secondary distinctions, but they in no way 
compare with this primary dividing line.  

*      *      * 

Of that large general class in the world with whom we do not 
fellowship, there is one particular section that has a bearing on this 
question. In 2 Thess. 3:14-15, Paul says— 

“If any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, 
and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed. Yet count 
him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.”  

Part of the “word by this epistle” was to “withdraw from those who 
did not walk according to the tradition” (teaching) of Paul—see v. 6 of 
same chapter. If any refuse to withdraw when they should withdraw, 
they are “not obeying our word in this epistle.”  

In these vs. 14-15 Paul introduces a class with whom we are to 
have no company, yet we are not to count them as enemies but to 
admonish them as (erring) brethren. This is not out of harmony with 
Jesus’ command (Matt. 18:17)— 

“If he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as a heathen 
man and a publican.”  

To be “as a heathen or a publican” is the same as to have no 
company. (We are not to treat heathens and publicans as enemies—
Jesus does not contradict Paul here—I believe he uses the terms 
heathen and publican to emphasize the separation, the keeping 
company.)  
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It seems to me that these words of Jesus and Paul define our 
relationship to those groups that go under the general classification of 
Christadelphians, just about as well as possible. (I do not like to use the 
term “other fellowships,” because it is a self-contradiction—there can 
truly be only ONE Fellowship).  

*     *     * 

As to the question of supporting them by attendance at their 
lectures and other activities, this is unwise, and is contrary to sound 
scriptural principles of a clear separation. Let us pause, and think it 
through, and judge it by its fruits. Where does such a course lead? 
Where has it led in the past? Its only effects can be—  

1. An encouraging of them in the course they are mistakenly 
following, instead of faithfully warning them; 

2. Weakening the unity and distinctness of our own fellowship, and 
misleading the weaker ones among us, perhaps to their own 
destruction, instead of strengthening them, and  

3. Blurring the clear edges of the scriptural precepts of Truth and 
sound fellowship, instead of shining with a sharp, distinct light and 
sounding with a clear, unambiguous trumpet.  

Its final result can only be a disintegration of what we are striving 
to build up and hold together, and an eventual drift with all the rest into 
a shapeless, powerless, lifeless, “Reunion” after the tragic pattern 
repeated over and over since the days of Noah.  

Let us rather DRAW MORE CLOSELY TOGETHER AMONG 
OURSELVES in love and unity and fellowship. There is always much 
to be done that is constructive.  

Those of us who have attended lectures and activities of other 
groups—let us be very honest and frank with ourselves (for these are 
issues of life and death), and ask ourselves—  

Do we wholeheartedly, and actively, and faithfully, attend and 
support and encourage and participate in all the activities of our own 
ecclesia and fellowship?  

Let us each examine his own heart, in the searching light of the 
Word of Him to Whom everything is naked and open. We should be 
trying to teach our young, by precept and consistent example, the deep 
value and meaning and beauty of true scriptural fellowship.  

We find this viewpoint, no matter how gently it is presented, causes 
intense bitterness and intolerance on the part of those whose outlook is 
broader (though they speak so much of “love” and “mercy”), but 
bitterness on the part of the great majority has always been the 
reception the Truth of God has received. It is far too narrow and holy 
and exacting and humiliating to the mind of the flesh. We should do 
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everything we can (faithfully) to avoid causing bitterness, but it should 
never influence us from the path of right.  

True indeed, the more mercy that God in righteousness is able to 
show in the end, the happier every loving child of God will be, but it is 
not for us at present to confuse the issue and corrupt the Truth by 
justifying unfaithfulness in fellowship on the plea of “mercy.” It is not 
true mercy to encourage what is wrong.  

These other groups are “separated brethren”—brethren to be kept 
separate from and admonished, but not to be regarded with enmity or 
bitterness. Our only PRACTICAL problem is how to act in relation to 
them. Paul settles this clearly, as seen above.  

*     *     * 

As to how we are to abstractly consider them, or try to determine 
their position before God (present or ultimate), I do not regard this as a 
profitable consideration.  

The “Body of Christ” is, in the ultimate sense, the approved—the 
redeemed—the glorified. Who will ultimately constitute this Body 
obviously we cannot say. That is the great purpose of the judgment-seat 
of Christ. “Judge nothing before the time.”  

As to the present application of this expression (Body of Christ), 
that at best can be but a tentative consideration. Paul says (Heb. 
3:6,14)— 

“Whose House (Body) are we IF we hold fast . . . we are made 
partakers of Christ (his Body) IF we hold steadfast.”  

At any particular time, therefore, the present constitution of the 
Body is but tentative and potential. So we cannot apply the term to any 
at present in an absolute sense. I certainly believe it would be unwise 
and questionable to apply this term “Body of Christ” to any with whom 
we can not in faithfulness break bread, for the Scriptures obviously 
restrict the term in its true sense to the faithful, and if we consider a 
man to be faithful in the scriptural sense, we have no right to stand 
aside from him in fellowship.  

Jesus said, “Judge not, that ye be not judged” (Matt.7:1). He also 
said, “Judge righteous judgment” (John 7:24). The mind of the flesh 
will play those two statements against each other—the mind of the 
Spirit will perceive their harmony.  

We have judged to the extent of standing aside from those who do 
not fully accept and apply what we believe to be the first principles of 
fellowship. To this extent we have judged and must judge. We believe 
these “brethren” are in error in the position of fellowship they take, and 
we believe faithfulness calls for a standing aside and a testifying 
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against their error (admonition), and an endeavor to persuade them to 
forsake the error. James said— 

“Brethren, if any of you do err from the Truth, and one convert 
him, let him know that he which converteth a sinner from the error 
of his ways shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude 
of sins’’ (James 5:19-20).  

Beyond this, I would rather hope, and not judge. Jesus said— 

“Unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much 
required” (Luke 12:48).  

From this it would appear that responsibility varies according to 
capability and opportunity and circumstance. Paul says—  

“What have I to do to judge those that are without? Those that 
are without, GOD judgeth” (1 Cor. 5:12-13).  

Once we have faithfully testified by separating in fellowship, I 
believe we should leave all further judging to God (though not 
neglecting to try to persuade them, and warn others, of the unsoundness 
of their position).  

But our main concern and duty is with the “things that remain.” 
These we are exhorted to build up and “strengthen,” and to carry the 
good news of the Kingdom to the world.  

*      *     * 

On the matter of fellowship—the greatest single problem and 
hazard in the Truth—we must simply find out what the Scriptures say, 
and OBEY THEM. As soon as we begin to philosophize away the clear 
instruction of Scripture, we can end up making black white, and 
making shipwreck of the Faith. Such is the mind of the flesh.  

“Come out from among them and BE SEPARATE” is a very deep, 
and wise, and sound, and clear, and simple principle. The more fully 
we comprehend its implications, the safer the Truth is in our hands, and 
the better chance it has to stay alive in the earth.  

                                                                          —Bro. G.V.Growcott 

 

Judge Righteous Judgment (John 7:24) 

WE are all weak, we are all erring, we shall all continually fail of 

perfection—but we MUST all work together in compassion and 

understanding to build the unity and communion of the Body of Christ.  

We must be very careful that we judge and decide on FACTS, and 

we must be sure our “facts” ARE facts. The evil tendency of all flesh 

(our own included) is to misunderstand and to thoughtlessly 
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misrepresent, to think and expect and say, the worst of others on any 

occasion of stress or annoyance or disagreement.  

We must have enough sense and maturity to recognize this fleshly 

tendency in ourselves and others, so that our conclusions and 

statements about others are godly and not fleshly. Truly, we must not 

close our eyes to reality. But we must be very careful, especially in bad 

situations, to be sure we do not make them worse by fleshly or family 

partiality for or against, by jumping to conclusions, by alarm and 

exaggeration, and above all, by the dreadful presumptuousness of 

playing God in judging motives.  

Truly, many mistakes are made in trying to deal with problems, but 

if the motive is right and godly, and the goal is the Truth’s welfare, 

then we must have compassion with the human errors of 

implementation.  

Our sympathy must be, not with ties of blood, but with those who 

are struggling to uphold the principles of the Truth and the standards of 

the ecclesia, even if we feel they err in their methods.  

Our sympathy must not be with those who by their fleshliness are 

pulling down these principles and standards and creating the problems 

for those trying to obey. Closeness of relationship must not color our 

judgments in matters relating to God and His Truth.     

                                                                           —Bro. G.V.Growcott                           

 

I Will Plant in the Wilderness 

Our Creator, our heavenly Father, knows us so well and He knows 
our needs and what is pleasing to us. He put the first man and woman 
in a well-prepared garden—a paradise. The dictionary says a paradise is 
a heavenly place. 

It was lush and beautiful, full of trees and animals, flowing water, 
pools of water, probably with reeds and lily pads. It was a place 
prepared of God for man to serve Him with love—a place to meditate, 
to pray, to enjoy, to visit with the Elohim. 

Look at us today, here under these beautiful trees, a running river 
with pools of water with reeds—a quiet place that we can study and 
hear God’s Word, a place to pray and visit with those of like faith, a 
place that we can express our love and our hope with each other. 

We have been coming to these grounds for over 100 years. It’s not 
a paradise, for that is our hope, that we will be part of that true Paradise 
of God. Even for those who love the desert, they must have an oasis, 
where there is water and trees and plants—a place to refresh. 
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Our Heavenly Father has drawn illustration from the natural world 
to explain spiritual principles and through the same context prophecies 
of future things to come. Our subject this morning, Isa. 41:19— 

“I will plant in the wilderness the cedar, the shittah tree, and 
the myrtle, and the oil tree; I will set in the desert the fir tree, and 
the pine, and the box tree together.” 

Let us review how trees have played a part in God’s plans with 
mankind. Six thousand years ago God established an area of land 
known as Eden. It was a large area that covered much of the Middle 
East. Dr Thomas in Eureka, volume 1, says concerning Eden— 

“The Holy Land, Syria, Mesopotamia, and Assyria Proper, are 
manifestly countries of Eden. But in the beginning, Eden contained 
a Garden, pardais or Paradise; so also in the beginning of the 
Millennial Aion, the same Eden will rejoice in a paradise adapted to 
the necessities and enjoyment, not of two persons only, but of ‘a 
great multitude which no man can number’—Rev. 7:9. Adam and 
Eve’s paradise was upon a small scale, yet ample enough for them.” 

In the east of Eden was the Garden of Eden, where two explicitly 
named trees are mentioned. They are well known by most Sunday 
school scholars—the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil and the Tree 
of Life. 

God told the man and the woman not to eat of that tree, and we 
know the story: they ate and the eyes of them both were opened, and 
they knew they were naked. They sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves aprons. The third tree mentioned in God’s Word was the fig 
tree. 

1600 years later, we find the earth full of wickedness of every kind. 
But Noah finds grace in the eyes of God. God commissions Noah to 
build an ark of gopher wood. Gopher wood is mentioned only once in 
scriptures. But it was used to build that great floating barge with its 
cargo of life of every kind. The ark came to rest on Mt. Ararat, and 
Noah releases the raven and the dove. On the dove’s second release, 
she brings forth an olive leaf plucked off. With the dove’s return with 
that leaf, Noah knew time was close for the release of both man and 
beast. 

We have all visited with friends and family under the shade of a 
tree, but Abraham entertained angels under a tree. In the heat of the day 
Abraham is sitting in the door of his tent, and he sees three men 
approaching. He asks them to stay for a while and says, “Let a little 
water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash your feet and rest yourselves 
under the tree.” Sarah prepares a meal and Abraham takes butter and 
milk and the calf and sets it before them under the tree and they did eat 
(Gen. 18). 
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In Genesis 30, we find an interesting story based around the green 
poplar tree, the hazel tree, and the chestnut tree. Jacob has been 
deceived by his father-in-law for his two wives. It is nearing the time 
for Jacob to pack up and begin his journey home. Jacob and Laban 
make a deal for what livestock would be Jacob’s. The agreement was 
that the increase of all sheep, goats, and cattle that were ringstraked, 
speckled and spotted and brown would be Jacob’s for all the work he 
had done. Jacob was in charge of all of Laban’s livestock. Verses 37-43 
of Gen. 30 says— 

“And Jacob took him rods of green poplar, and of the hazel and 
chestnut tree; and pilled white stakes in them, and made the white 
appear which was in the rods. And he set the rods which he had 
pilled before the flocks in the gutters in the watering troughs when 
the flocks came to drink, that they should conceive when they came 
to drink. And the flocks conceived before the rods, and brought 
forth cattle ringstraked, speckled, and spotted. And Jacob did 
separate the lambs, and set the faces of the flocks toward the 
ringstraked, and all the brown in the flock of Laban; and he put his 
own flocks by themselves, and put them not unto Laban’s cattle. 
And it came to pass, whensoever the stronger cattle did conceive, 
that Jacob laid the rods before the eyes of the cattle in the gutters, 
that they might conceive among the rods. But when the cattle were 
feeble, he put them not in: so the feebler were Laban’s, and the 
stronger Jacob’s. And the man increased exceedingly, and had 
much cattle, and maidservants, and menservants, and camels, and 
asses.” 

Armies had to be fed; there was no refrigeration or canning of 
food— 

“When thou shalt besiege a city a long time, in making war 
against it to take it, thou shalt not destroy the trees thereof by 
forcing an axe against them: for thou mayest eat of them, and thou 
shalt not cut them down (for the tree of the field is man’s life) to 
employ them in the siege: Only the trees which thou knowest that 
they be not trees for meat, thou shalt destroy and cut them down; 
and thou shalt build bulwarks against the city that maketh war with 
thee, until it be subdued.” 

When thinking of war and trees, we can’t help but recall the grief 
and sadness and guilt of David during the rebellion of David’s son 
Absalom. In II Samuel 12, Nathan the prophet reprimands David. Verse 
9-11— 

“Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the Lord, 
to do evil in his sight? Thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the 
sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him 
with the sword of the children of Ammon. Now therefore the sword 
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shall never depart from thine house; because thou hast despised 
me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. Thus 
saith the Lord, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine 
own house.” 

In II Samuel 18, we read of the rebellion and the death of Absalom. 
The battle took place in the Forest of Ephraim. The Scriptures say 
20,000 soldiers were slaughtered. The woods or the forest killed more 
men than did the actual sword. Absolom was riding his mule and he 
rode under the boughs of a great oak tree and caught his hair in the 
branches. He had beautiful thick hair, and he cut it and weighed it at the 
end of each year. But he caught that hair in the branches of the tree and 
the mule continued on, leaving Absalom dangling from that great oak 
with his feet not touching the ground. It was reported to general Joab, 
and he shot three darts through his heart. 

Just to mention a few other trees— 

Psa. 37:35 – The wicked are likened to a green bay tree: “I have 
seen the wicked in great power, and spreading himself like a green bay 
tree.” 

II Chronicles 2: 8 – Solomon sending a message to Hiram the King 
of Tyre to send him cedar trees, fir trees, and almug trees—all for the 
building of the temple. 

I Kings 10:11-12 – The almug tree is mentioned, and King Hiram 
was also the deliverer of this wood: “And the navy also of Hiram, that 
brought gold from Ophir, brought in from Ophir great plenty of almug 
trees, and precious stones. And the king made of the almug trees pillars 
for the house of the Lord, and for the king’s house, harps also and 
psalteries for singers: there came no such almug trees, nor were seen 
unto this day.” 

God gave further instructions concerning the customs of the 
heathen and trees in Jeremiah 10;1-4: “Hear ye the word which the 
Lord speaketh unto you, O house of Israel: Thus saith the Lord, Learn 
not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; 
for the heathen are dismayed at them. For the customs of the people 
are vain: for one cutteth a tree out of the forest, the work of the hands 
of the workman, with the axe. They deck it with silver and with gold; 
they fasten it with nails and with hammers, that it move not.” 

Turning to the New Testament we wouldn’t want to forget the story 
of the man of short stature, rich in wealth and chief among publicans. 
He lived in Jericho, and he like all the rest in town wanted to see Jesus. 
He knew his route. He was coming down a certain street, and this man 
knew that because of all the people he would not be able to see the 
Lord. He solved the problem by climbing up into a sycamore tree. As 
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Jesus passed by, the little man heard the word of the Lord, “Zachaeus, 
make hast, and come down, for today I must abide at thy house.” 

Our scriptural verse this morning is Isa. 41:19, and it mentions 
seven trees. It is very possible that these trees represent the Trees of 
Righteousness—the planting of the Lord. They are typical of the saints 
in their completeness and perfection, when Jesus sets up his Kingdom, 
when he establishes the Paradise of God. 

The verse states the seven trees are planted together. This planting 
is the multitudinous Christ, and it will be in the wilderness and the 
desert. There will be that great transition—that great change that will 
take place in the earth. Isa. 51:3 states— 

“For the Lord shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waste 
places: and he will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert 
like the garden of the Lord: joy and gladness shall be found 
therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.” 

There is both wilderness and desert in that land that was promised 
to Abraham. It is that land that was promised to Christ and all those 
that are his. However, it has not always been desert. 16 years after 
Israel became a nation in 1948, 83 million trees had been planted, but a 
mere fraction of what is to come. 

It is in that wilderness and that desert where God will plant the 
Trees of Righteousness—the Garden of Eden. 

These seven trees are representative of the faithful. It would be to 
our advantage to learn from the nature and use of those trees to teach us 
what kind of people we should be, so we can be found among the Trees 
of Righteousness in the Garden of Eden—in Paradise. 

The first tree in the verse is the cedar. Psa. 92:12 tells us, “The 
righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in 
Lebanon.” 

Much of the temple was constructed of cedar. Cedar has two 
qualities: first, it had deep roots. Those roots anchor them to the ground 
so that during storms or high wind, they are not uprooted. Secondly, 
they are tough trees; they preserve themselves as well as what they 
surround. An example is a cedar chest. Parents for many years gave 
their daughters a cedar chest to put precious things in to keep bugs or 
moths from eating up cloth or paper. 

We too are to be rooted and grounded in love (Eph. 3), and Paul 
says in I Cor. 15:58— 

“Be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord.” 

We, as brothers and sisters of Christ, must have endurance. We 
must be upright and acceptable to God. We must be strong in faith and 
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patience. We must be majestic like the cedar. The cedar is rugged and 
strong, yet it is pleasant and fragrant. There is the combination of 
strength and beauty. Cedar with hyssop was used in the cleansing of the 
leper and in the preparation of the red heifer water of purification. 

The second tree is the shittah tree, or the acacia. There are about 
300 varieties. It was used for building furniture and was used in the 
Mosaic Tabernacle. The wood is light, very strong and durable, and is 
very resistant to insects. It can have a high beautiful polish. The shittah 
tree is hardy and does well in the barren desert where other trees cannot 
exist. 

Very small insects can destroy large trees, just as the little things in 
life can destroy our spiritual life. Let us be strong in God’s work 
through prayer, meditation, faith, study, and obedience. Let us become 
furniture in the spiritual house of the habitation of God through the 
spirit. 

Third is the myrtle tree. Its leaves contain an oil that is used as a 
stimulant and its berries as a medicine. It has a star-like flower. We are 
reminded of those trees whose leaves shall be for the healing of the 
nations. In applying the type to individuals in the Truth, their doctrine 
is a stimulant and a medicine for sinful, perishing man; and the star-like 
flowers are symbolic of those who shall shine as the brightness of the 
firmament or as the stars in heaven. Jesus said, “I am the bright and 
morning star.” 

Crushed myrtle leaves produce a highly prized fragrance. The 
beautiful, star-blossomed fragrant myrtle is, in the Kingdom age, to 
replace the ugly, destructive briars of the present sin-cursed order. 
Zechariah tells of the spirit man, who stands in the shade of the myrtles, 
and proclaims, “All the earth sitteth still, and is at rest” (1:11). 

Esther’s original Hebrew name, Hadassah, means myrtle, and she 
truly was a fragrant Tree of Righteousness in the salvation of her 
people—a redemption typical of the myrtle in the millennial age. 

Fourth is the olive tree, or oil tree. It has much vitality. Some live 
as long as 1000 years. It produces olive berries, which are nutritious 
and are for food and medicine, as well as for light.  

Paul speaks of Israel as the olive tree, and the adoption of the 
Gentiles as the grafting in of the wild olive. If we expect to be the 
planting of the Lord, we must become like the true olive tree. The oil is 
obtained by beating—a symbol of richness and usefulness through trial. 
Israel was commanded to bring pure olive oil, beaten for the light of the 
tabernacle and temple. This light of God’s Truth helps us to see both 
good and evil in our life and work. 

The olive tree is said to be the most beautiful of all trees. The 
branches are twisted and oddly shaped, as if it had gone through great 
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trials as it grew upwards. Its leaves are deep green on top and silver 
underneath. In the sunlight and as the wind blows, there is a rippling 
sea of brilliant silver and green. Silver and green are colors of 
redemption and life.  

The olive tree was the most fruitful in the Bible world. It furnished 
much of the necessities of ancient times. To grow to the time of giving 
fruit, it must be taken care of with much patience, but it then produces 
for a long time. It is a native to the Bible lands, but has been carried 
throughout the world. 

David said, “I am like a green olive tree in the House of God.” 
That also refers to Christ. We too will go through trials and tribulations, 
yet we must be a light to the world and produce fruit. 

The fifth tree is the fir tree. There are many varieties. From some 
species comes balsam, whose soothing, healing characteristics may be 
compared to the Truth’s comforting influence—its hope and 
consolation during bitter trials and afflictions. 

The fir tree was also used in making small decorative items. In the 
Kingdom Age it will reflect the Glory of God. The fir with the cedar 
was used to construct the Temple. It was also used to make musical 
instruments. II Samuel 6:5— 

“And David and all the house of Israel played before the Lord 
on all manner of instruments made of fir wood, even on harps, and 
psalteries, and on timbrels, and on cornets, and on cymbals.” 

The redeemed are the musical instruments of God, sounding the 
rich melodies of His praise and service. In this, they are fir trees. In the 
wisdom of God, each tree has its special characteristics and usefulness, 
so that all combined make a very special sound to His glory in perfect 
harmony. 

The fir tree maintains its true straightness without twisting or 
warping. This makes it an excellent building material. What kind of 
building material are we? Have we been useful to our Heavenly Father? 

The sixth is the pine tree. It has two major features. Like the shittah 
tree, it is useful for furniture and cabinets. It works easily and can have 
a fine finish. The most remarkable feature is that it does well in any soil 
and situation or condition. Its analogy is shown in an individual as 
Paul, who said, Phil. 4:12-13— 

“I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every 
where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be 
hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me.” 
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We are to always be adaptable, true and faithful Trees of 
Righteousness. Jesus said, “Be ye followers of me.” We need to ponder 
this in our hearts and make every effort possible to conform. 

The seventh is the box tree. There are two forms—the dwarf and 
the giant. As for us, we too are great and small in the purpose of God, 
but all are brethren. The dwarf is used to hedge or fence around a 
house. For this purpose, small is an advantage. Those who defend the 
Truth, even in an humble way are in God’s sight a hedge around the 
Truth. 

The wood of the giant box tree is similar to the fir, but for different 
qualities. It is used for parts of musical instruments, and the analogy is 
those who with joyful hearts praise the Lord with both inward and 
outward melody, as it will be in the Kingdom of God. I Chron. 16:33— 

“Then shall the Trees of the Wood sing out at the presence of 
the Lord, because He cometh to judge the earth.” 

The box is a yellow wood, remarkably hard and compact. It is 
perfect for fine engraving. It has been used for precision instruments 
where dimensional accuracy and fineness are essential. It is ideal for 
intricate inlaying and mosaics. We must be of the nature that the Great 
Master Craftsman can shape and engrave us for use and beauty in His 
eternal purpose. 

All of these seven trees are evergreens—truly representative of 
those who will be made immortal—equal to the angels and will die no 
more. 

They all have medicinal or healing properties, either in their 
blossoms, fruit, or leaves. Some trees have more strength; some have 
beauty; some richness in their fruit; some in fragrance; some in healing; 
some in firmness of texture; some in depth of root; some can be 
delicately crafted. But we, Brothers and Sisters, must strive to develop 
all these qualities, for they make the full and perfect man in Christ 
Jesus. 

Yet still in the deep wisdom of God, there is richness in having one 
gift for the service of the body—another member, another gift. Each 
fulfill his proper part to create the perfect whole. 

Jesus was a carpenter and he would be lovingly familiar with the 
many characteristics and virtues of all trees. He would skillfully use 
each piece of wood to its fullest value and usefulness in building a 
House for the Father’s glory. 

Psalm 1 – “He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, 
that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; 
and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” 
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Rev. 2:7 – “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
unto the ecclesias; to him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree 
of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.” 

May we be found worthy to be part of that glorious, eternal divine 
forest—the Paradise of God.                           —Bro. Gary Smith  

 

Signs Snippets 

Decertifying the Iran Deal 

President Trump this week, decertified the nuclear proliferation deal 

that President Obama had made with Iran. This agreement guaranteed that 

Iran could have nuclear weapons within 10 years, and was made over strict 

objections by Israel. Decertifying does not mean that the deal is over. The 

US Congress has 90 days to propose new ideas for modifying the 

agreement, after which President Trump will be able to make another 

decision. He can end the deal at that time, if he so chooses. 

In decertifying the deal, President Trump went against the objections of 

all participants. From the European Union we heard from its 

spokeswoman” 

“We cannot afford as the international community to dismantle a 

nuclear agreement that is working,” Ms Mogherini told reporters. She 

added: “This deal is not a bilateral agreement ... The international 

community, and the European Union with it, has clearly indicated that the 

deal is, and will, continue to be in place.” 

Theresa May, Britain’s Prime Minister was reported to have directly 

asked President Trump not to decertify the deal. The Telegraph reported: 

“A Downing Street spokesman said that Mrs. May had  

‘reaffirmed the UK’s strong commitment to the deal alongside our 

European partners, saying it was vitally important for regional security’. 

“‘The PM stressed that it was important that the deal was carefully 

monitored and properly enforced,’ the spokesman said.” 

France, Germany and Russia also joined in the condemnation of 

President Trump’s actions. On the flip side to this, Israel praised the 

President’s decision: 

New York Post: WASHINGTON – Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu praised President Trump’s choice to de-certify the Iran nuclear 

deal as “the right decision for the world.” 

Netanyahu, the chief opponent of the Obama-era accord, said Trump’s 

move Friday could bring allies to the table to improve the “bad” deal. 
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“It’s a very brave decision and I think it’s the right decision for the 

world,” Netanyahu told CBS’ “Face the Nation.” 

The same is true of Sheba and Dedan, aka Saudi Arabia. From the 

Jerusalem Post; 

“Saudi Arabia’s reaction to US President Donald Trump’s more 

confrontational posture toward Tehran was strikingly similar to Israel’s, 

highlighting the two countries’ common desire for a more determined 

American effort to counter Iranian influence in the region. 

“On Saturday, King Salman telephoned Trump to voice support for his 

“firm strategy” against “Iranian aggression and its [Iran’s] support for 

terrorism in the region,” the Saudi Press Agency reported.” 

Egypt has also had words of praise for President Trump in general, and 

that in spite of President Trump starting to insist upon democratic reforms 

in Egypt, and limiting certain arms deals already in place with Egypt. 

One can’t help but notice how the southern nations of Ezekiel 38 are 

aligned against Iran (Persia) and the northern confederacy of Ezekiel 38, 

which includes Russia, Germany and France. Britain’s continued 

agreement with the northern powers is curious. Prime Minister Theresa 

May has, to this point, proved a major disappointment to those of us who 

wished to see Britain take her divinely appointed role with the Southern 

Powers, and who thought, following Brexit, she was prepared to do so.   

                                                                                          —Jim Phillips 

Israeli-Palestinian Dialogue Needs Russia’s Backing - Fatah Official 

The Palestinian ambassador to Moscow and the secretary of the Fatah 

movement’s central committee have spoken to Sputnik about the prospects 

of settling the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in light of the recent agreement 

reached between two rivaling Palestinian movements. 

“We need the Russian participation [in the political dialogue]. Russia 

has good relations with Israel, that’s why I think it has capabilities to play 

an active role [in talks] between Palestinians and Israelis,” Jibril Rajoub 

said during his visit to Moscow. 

The Palestinian official added that Moscow’s participation was vital to 

maintaining stability in the Middle East. 

Tensions between Israel and Palestine have been escalating through the 

years. The Palestinians are seeking to create their own state on the 

territories of the West Bank, partially controlled by Israel and the Gaza 

Strip. Israel, in turn, refuses to recognize Palestine as an independent 

political and diplomatic entity. The direct talks between the two countries 

collapsed in 2014, when the latest armed conflict between Israel and 

Hamas took place.                                                              —Dan Jackson 
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Meditations— Deity’s Ways No. 99 

“ABRAHAM, my Friend.” What condescension on the part of God 

to speak thus of a mortal man. Why was it? Because of the affection 

God had for the patriarch. And why this affection? Because of 

Abraham’s exceptional faith and obedience. No promise did Abraham 

question, and no commandment did he refuse to obey. When told to 

sever himself from family associations, and journey to a strange 

country, he did so, not knowing whither God would lead him. When 

promised that he should have a son, he believed God, although from a 

human standpoint such an event was impossible. When further 

promised that he and his descendants should eternally possess the land 

of Canaan, he again believed, and died in hope of God fulfilling His 

word. The blessing of all nations through his seed—the Christ—was 

also a truth which he rejoicingly embraced. Through his faith in God he 

was content to pass his mortal life-time as a pilgrim in the earth, and 

able successfully to encounter an assortment of trials and temptations, 

the like of which have overthrown the majority of the Hebrew race. At 

God’s bidding, he hesitated not to lift the knife to slay his much-loved 

son. These, brethren, are the prominent things—not to mention matters 

such as his observance of circumcision, his determination to educate 

and order aright both his children and his household in the knowledge 

and fear of God, and the many other commendable acts of courage, 

unselfishness, and circumspection with which his biography is studded 

that endeared him to God, and originated such tender, telling 

expressions as “Fear not, Abraham,” “Shall I hide from Abraham that 

thing which I do,” etc., and above all the significant title, “My Friend,” 

thrice expressed in the sacred Scriptures (2 Chron. 20:7; Is. 41:8; Jas. 

2:23). 

“Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my 

commandments, my statutes, and my laws” (Gen. 26:5). In this 

utterance of God Abraham is held up, as he is in all the Scriptures, as 

an example of righteousness, and not as a man whose life is to be 

studied for blemishes from which to gather comfort in regard to our 

own frailties and misdoings. Let us note this, brethren, and, in our 

exhortations, employ the history of the patriarch accordingly. Christ 

and the apostles have set us a very instructive copy in this matter. They 

never allude to any faults which Abraham may have had. They refer 

only to his virtues, to his brave, upright, God-fearing ways and doings. 

And how manifestly wise is this. Assuming (but only for argument’s 

sake) that Abraham was guilty of all the reprehensible conduct with 

which he is charged by Jewish and Gentile commentators, what 

possible good could come from discussing it? If God forgave Abraham, 

not only in one thing but in ten thousand, it does not follow that He will 
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forgive us even in one. Forgiveness is conditional. Our only ground of 

hope as to forgiveness lies, not in Abraham having sinned little or 

much, but in our possessing Abraham’s mind as touching his virtues, 

those virtues of which the Scriptures everywhere so impressively speak 

(Is. 51:2; Jno. 8:39, 56; Rom. 4.; Heb. 11:8, 17; Jas. 2:21–23). But can 

we, say some, do this and that which Abraham did? That, brethren, is 

not the way to talk. What we have to do is to listen to God’s 

requirements as they relate to us in our day and generation, and then 

heed them as did the patriarch those that concerned him 4,000 years 

ago. 

How often is a smiling countenance, so pleasing to the children of 

this world, the outcome of unrestrained devilry! The expressions on the 

faces of the crowds that listen to the coarse jokes of “niggers” and 

pierrots illustrate this remark. This leads one to think of “long faces.” 

How hateful are sad and serious faces to most people—how studiously 

they avoid them. With what scorn, and, at times, with what jest are such 

faces alluded to. This is thoughtless and unkind, and, perchance, cruelly 

unjust. With Christadelphians such conduct should not be. Long faces 

are not always hypocritical, nor are they always preventable. Few, we 

may be sure, go out of their way to be miserable. Sad countenances are, 

as a rule, the consequence of affliction, physical or mental, or both. 

Sometimes, indeed, they are the result of exceptional faithfulness, the 

effect of a noble battling with sin, either in one’s self or in someone 

else. In connection with this subject we think of the seriousness and 

tearfulness of David (Ps. 119:136); of Elisha (2 Kings 8:11); of 

Jeremiah (Jer. 9:1); of Paul (Acts 20:31); of John (Rev. 5:5); also of 

Christ, whose visage was “marred more than any man” (Is. 52:14). 

These, doubtless, in their day, were treated with contempt and ridicule, 

but with what unutterable wickedness! No, brethren, let us never 

criticise the woe-begone appearance of our fellows. Rather let us step 

forward, and sympathise, and cheer. Let us try to discover, and, if 

possible, remove the cause of their wretchedness. 

The work of the tale-bearer is bad enough, but that of the slanderer 

is worse. To those engaged in either of these forbidden occupations we 

would say, Why do you do it? Is it merely to pander to an unworthy 

craving for news? Is it from spite? Is it from envy, from a wish to 

damage your brother’s reputation, and add to your own? Is it to 

minimise your own deficiencies? If not, then why do you do it, when it 

occasions so much misunderstanding, so much ill-feeling, provokes so 

much evil, and causes so much distress, and so many tears? Of the 

slanderer we would ask, Why, when God has attached to the sin such 

terrible pains and penalties? You admit that a thief is an awful person, 

and that a murderer or a whore-monger is worse. Are you not aware 
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that the evil-speaker is similarly classed? Are they not all labelled by 

God as alike? From Lev. 19:16, Ps. 15:3, and Ephes. 4:31, must we not 

conclude that in His sight they are all equally sinful and condemned? 

Brethren, to you who suffer from the tongue of the idle gossiper or 

slanderer, we would say: bear it, do not retaliate. Remember that evil 

speakers are in God’s hands, and are filling a necessary place in the 

working out of the divine plan of salvation. It is not without a wise 

object that the devil exists, and that evil-speakers are the unworthy 

purveyors of his food. 

Christ has promised to change our bodies in the day of his 

appearing, but not our minds. This is a truth for us to remember. A 

knowledge of the first principles, attendance at the meetings, and an up-

to-date acquaintance with the affairs of our brethren and sisters, are far 

from sufficient to guarantee to us acceptance at the judgment. What we 

need, and without it we shall find ourselves rejected, is a mind which 

approximates to that of the Lord Jesus. This mind is brought before us 

in his teaching and in the example which he set. Christ placed God first 

in his considerations, his neighbour next, and himself last. He was a 

diligent student of the Scriptures, and a man of prayer. He controlled 

his actions by the one, and looked for essential help from the other. He 

was at all times zealous and enthusiastic in the service of the truth. His 

themes were the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, the one as the 

ground of hope, and the other as the only way of realising it. He was 

very pitiful and generous towards human weakness and honest failings, 

but severe towards hypocrisy and wickedness. He was modest, humble, 

pure, earnest, and reverent. He never courted applause or distinction, 

and was always calm and serene when abused and ill-treated. This is 

Christ, whose mind is our standard. To reach it in perfection is 

impossible, but approximate to it we can. But this we shall not do 

unless we make the effort.                           —Bro. A.T. Jannaway  1912 

 

Ecclesial Politics 

 To some it may appear shameful to use such a term in connection 
with the Body of Christ. Any presumption of irreverence on the 
author’s part is likely due to the evil name that politics has acquired 
through the deceitful works of worldly men. Our English term is 
derived from either of two Greek words. One of these words is polites 
[meaning a citizen or an inhabitant of a city or country]. It is used in 
Scripture texts (as in Luke 15:15; 19:14; Acts 21:39) The other word is 
politeuma [meaning citizenship or conversation as in Phil. 3:20]. From 
these scriptural uses it can be seen that the English word, politics, 
pertains fundamentally to citizens of a place or even of the Household 
of God. The author’s personal definition of politics is “human nature in 
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action.” Thus the word does not inherently denote evil; it is only as 
humans have evil purposes and deeds that the word, politics, connotes 
evil.  

 With this explanation of the basic meaning of our English word, 
politics, we hardly need mention that the New Testament has much to 
say about ecclesial politics, even though the word does not appear in 
our English texts. Incidentally, the presence of the letter “s” does not 
make it plural; omission of that final letter changes the word from a 
noun to an adjective.  

As an example of good ecclesial politics, Paul wrote to the ecclesia 
at Colosse (Col. 2:5-7): “For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I 
with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your order, and the 
stedfastness of your faith in Christ. As ye have received Christ Jesus 
the Lord, so walk ye in him; rooted and built up in him, and stablished 
in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with 
thanksgiving.” We must assume that, at the time this was written, such 
were the good politics of the Colossian ecclesia. Two who pay very 
close attention to ecclesial politics are our heavenly Father and our 
glorified Lord.  

We need only to read of our Lord’s very close concern and 
observation by turning to the second and third chapters of the 
Apocalypse. To each of the seven ecclesias John was instructed to write 
for our Lord: “I know thy works.” Neither good politics nor evil 
politics escape his continuing monitoring of the politics of all ecclesias. 
As an example of evil politics our Lord instructed John to write (Rev. 
2:18-23): 

“And to the angel of the Ecclesia in Thyatira write...I know thy 
works, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the 
last to be more than the first. Notwithstanding I have a few things 
against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth 
herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit 
fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols. And I gave her 
space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not...And I will kill 
her children with death; and all the Ecclesias shall know that I am he 
which searcheth the reins and the hearts: and I will give unto every one 
of you according to your works.” 

The politics of any ecclesia is determined by how its members 
interact with one another and by their respect [or lack of it] for the 
observable policies of that ecclesia and the overall welfare of all the 
brothers and sisters. 

Both Paul and James have much to say on this subject. Paul wrote to 
the brethren at Corinth (I Cor. 3:3,4): “For ye are yet carnal: for 
whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye 
not carnal, and walk as men? For while one of you saith, I am of Paul; 
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and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal?” The politics of the 
Corinthian ecclesia was evidently deteriorating rapidly. James said 
(4:1-4):  From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they 
not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members?...Ye adulterers 
and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity 
with God? Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the 
enemy of God. 

It should then be obvious that the quality of the politics of any 
ecclesia is determined by what is truly in the hearts of that ecclesia’s 
members.  Brothers and Sisters, what kind of politics is in our hearts? 

                                                                     —Bro. Mike Jasionowski 

 

Correspondence 
A letter from Bro Pickford after the division in the 1950’s which I 
found encouraging….                                                    —Bro. BL Smith 
Beloved brethren and sisters:  

As we reflect upon what has happened in the brotherhood during its 
course, we may tend to feel discouraged and in despair, yet as we think 
upon it, asking and hoping for guidance and strength, we look into the 
Scriptures, and we find cases there where far worse situations existed, 
as in the case of Mordecai and his people. It seemed as though nothing 
would stop wicked Haman from having his desires put into force, with 
the destruction of all the Jews, as even the posts had gone out with this 
instruction, yet had Mordecai resigned himself and his people to their 
fate we shudder to think of the result.  

Then we have David—a man after God’s own heart, and anointed 
King of Israel—fleeing for his very life, as Saul pursued him. And as 
we look for guidance and strength in the present crisis, we can get it —
bearing in mind that we must not too greatly despair. Yes, we sorrow at 
the turn of events, yet it is possible like Esther we are blessed with our 
position for a time as this.  

Yet if we only wail and bemoan our sad condition, and fail to work 
with God when He is ever at our side with willing hope and aid in our 
calamities, then deliverance will come, but not to our advantage. For as 
we look into the life of our Lord Jesus, he came unto his own but his 
own received him not, yet the great motivating principle of his life, in 
spite of all the adverse conditions he encountered (and they were 
many), was: “Not my will but Thine be done.” 

And so let us—as we see the lives of those great ones of the past 
being molded and polished, carved and chiseled, for the great work of 
being fitted into God’s glorious plan—not despair. 

Yes, “Think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try 
you, as though some strange thing happened unto you, but rejoice 
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inasmuch, as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings, that, when his 
glory be revealed ye may be glad with exceeding joy.”  

How hard it must have been for Job to see his wealth gone, his 
family wiped out, and he himself reduced to a mere carcass as 
seemingly only his breathing told he still lived. Yet the great light that 
shone before him was—as he expressed himself and which was his help 
and aid—”I know that my Redeemer liveth!” And we like Job have this 
glorious “lamp unto our feet, and light unto our path” as the days fly by 
and the years flow ever onward, though we have need of patience, that 
within us might be created that glorious hope, that we may not be 
ashamed at Christ’s coming. 

No, we must not fall or fail in the work that is before us. The fields 
to-day are still white to the harvest. Let us then pray to the Lord of the 
harvest. “My strength is sufficient for thee,” Paul was told, and it is for 
us. Victory is not to the strong, nor glory to the talented, but,  

“To this man will I look: to him that is of a humble and contrite 
spirit and that trembleth at My Word.”  

And as we go forth with renewed vigor, and greater zeal in the 
vineyard of the Lord of Hosts, He will “give us strength whatever 
betide us, and bear us through the evil days,” and so in view of our 
reverses let us view God’s work in the past, upon the earth and among 
His people. He will accomplish what He has determined to do, and we 
ourselves—let us be ever thankful that He has called us to be part of 
His plan and, if worthy, a part of that Spiritual House.  

With love in the Master’s service and in hope of Eternal life, your 

brother in patient waiting for the Master,            —Bro. W. J. Pickford 

 

A Priest after the Order of Melchisedec. 

I was asked a question that can be thorny, but really shouldn’t be. 

Was Jesus a High Priest after the order of Melchisedec during his 

natural lifetime? Of course, I have answered that question before in this 

forum, in the controversy we had with the Hengoed folks. Just as Jesus 

was born God manifest in flesh, he was also born King of Israel, born 

the prophet like unto Moses, and born the great High Priest after the 

order of Melchisedec. But while he was born all these things, there 

were requirement and commands he had to carry out, or he would have 

been none of these things. So the answer is yes, he was a High Priest 

after the order of Melchisedec during the days of his flesh. 

Paul gives us certain requirements for a High Priest, in Heb. 4-5, 

which he says applies to Jesus. We read there: 
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“Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the 

heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we 

have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 

infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may 

obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. For every high 

priest taken from among men is ordained for men in things pertaining 

to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins: Who can 

have compassion on the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way; 

for that he himself also is compassed with infirmity. And by reason 

hereof he ought, as for the people, so also for himself, to offer for sins. 

And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of 

God, as was Aaron. So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an 

high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day have I 

begotten thee. As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for 

ever after the order of Melchisedec.” Hebrews 4:14-5:6 

Now note especially the calling of the High Priest. The High Priest 

is taken from among man so that he can have compassion...because he 

himself IS (not was) compassed with infirmity. And by reason of this 

infirmity, he (the High Priest) must offer for himself for sins. As was 

Aaron, so also Christ. So clearly Christ was the High Priest at the same 

time that he was compassed with our infirmity. 

Note also the divine calling. Thou are my beloved son. This day 

(should be “today”) have I begotten thee. Now, some use this to show 

that Jesus was not the High Priest till his resurrection, but the question 

must be when was Jesus begotten of God? Was he not begotten till his 

resurrection? That he was begotten of God prior to his resurrection is 

shown by Jesus’ reference to himself as the begotten son of God: 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 

that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 

life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but 

that the world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is 

not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, 

because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of 

God.” John 3:16-18 

So when was Jesus begotten? John tells us it was when we beheld 

him. 

“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 

beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of 

grace and truth. So when the Word was made flesh, Jesus was begotten 

of the Father. And being begotten of the Father, he was a priest forever 

after the order of Melchisedec.” John 1:14 
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Paul re-emphasizes the same point from Heb. 4-5 in Heb. 8 where 

he writes: 

“For every high priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices: 

wherefore it is of necessity that this man have somewhat also to offer. 

For if he were on earth, he should not be a priest, seeing that there are 

priests that offer gifts according to the law: Who serve unto the 

example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of 

God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that 

thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the 

mount.” Hebrews 8:3-5 

It is of necessity that the High Priest have somewhat to offer. What 

was Jesus’ great offering? It was his sin-stricken body. Did he have this 

after he died? No. Paul tells us “He that is dead is freed from sin.” So 

as High Priest, the “somewhat” he had to offer, was himself upon the 

cross, which could only be done in his mortal lifetime. 

Now, in our recent discussions with our Law Keeping friends, they 

insisted that this verse meant that Jesus could not in any way, be a High 

Priest when on earth. They had to say this, for if Jesus offered his 

redeeming sacrifice when on earth, he would be in violation of the law, 

which limited this particular sacrifice to the Levitical priesthood, and as 

Paul wrote: “For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Juda...”. 

The limitation some would place on this verse, saying that Jesus 

could not be a High Priest if on earth, proves too much, even for them. 

For they do not deny that Jesus is the great High Priest of the Kingdom 

Age, which, they acknowledge, will be on earth. So Jesus will be the 

great High Priest on earth. Thus, they acknowledge the limitation of 

this verse as applicable to the future. They just don’t carry that same 

limitation back to the Apostle’s argument, of the impossibility of Jesus 

being a High Priest within the Levitical system. 

A close examination of Leviticus 16, it seems to me, confirms this 

answer to the question. There is an order exhibited in that chapter, 

which seems impossible to ignore. First, Aaron had to bring the 

sacrifices with him, which he was to offer. 

“Thus shall Aaron come into the holy place: with a young bullock 

for a sin offering, and a ram for a burnt offering.” Leviticus 16:3 

The antitype to this was Jesus coming in sinful flesh. He was the 

sacrifice that Aaron typified when he brought the bullock and ram into 

the Holy. This shows that the High Priest, bringing the body/offering 

had to be bringing a mortal, sinful body. We can conclude from this 

that he had to be the High Priest in the days of his flesh, or he could not 

have brought his fleshly body as the sacrifice. 
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Secondly, Aaron had to bathe in the laver, and then he would be in 

position to dress himself in the Holy robes. 

“He shall put on the holy linen coat, and he shall have the linen 

breeches upon his flesh, and shall be girded with a linen girdle, and 

with the linen mitre shall he be attired: these are holy garments; 

therefore shall he wash his flesh in water, and so put them on.” 

Leviticus 16:4 

It was impossible that the High Priest could offer sacrifice apart 

from first putting on the Holy Garments, which before doing, he had to 

first bathe in the laver. When was the Jesus High Priest washed? 

Obviously, when he was baptized in the Jordan. If not then, when else 

was he completely washed in water, in preparation to his dressing, and 

what was his dressing? Hear Bro. Thomas on this point: 

From “Aaron and Christ” by bro. John Thomas [START 

QUOTE] Jesus being the anointed seed long promised of God, was, 

therefore, the High Priest who was to arise after the similitude, 

likeness, or order of Melchisedec, and to sit upon his throne as a 

priest upon his throne, and to bear the glory.—(Zech. 6.) This being 

so, he would have, at some future time, to occupy the place formerly 

held by Aaron; and as the Aaronic inauguration was representative 

of the Melchisedec, Jesus had to be consecrated after the same 

example or type, that in so doing, he might antitypically fulfil the 

representation of the law. 

Aaron was forbidden to enter the most holy place of the 

tabernacle without being adorned and glorified with garments of 

splendour and holiness, and therefore styled “holy garments.” Nor 

was he permitted to enter even when habited with these, unless he 

had been previously baptised, upon pain of death. The law said, “he 

shall wash his flesh in water and so put them on.” He was not 

permitted to officiate as high priest in his ordinary attire. He must 

“put off” and “put on” the holy linen robe; and had he put this on 

without bathing his flesh in water and proceeded to officiate, this 

unbaptised high priest of Israel would have been struck with death. 

When legally invested and arrayed, the Aaronic high priests were 

“holiness to Jehovah,” and the representatives of the Holy and Just 

One in his character and priestly office; though oftentimes, as in the 

case of Caiaphas, by practice of unjust and wicked men. The 

symbolism relative to the high priest was the “righteousness” to be 

fulfilled by Jesus before he could enter upon his functions by “the 

power of an endless life” as high priest, first over the household of 

God, and afterwards over the twelve tribes of Israel. 
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John the Baptiser, a greater prophet than Moses (Luke 7:28), but 

not so great as Jesus, preached and administered “the baptism of 

repentance for the remission of sins.” Jesus came to him to be 

baptized of this baptism; for as Moses baptized Aaron and his sons, 

so the greatest of all the prophets was appointed to baptize Jesus and 

his brethren. [END QUOTE] 

Next, Jesus was to dress in the Holy robes. All these items 

represented his righteous work in and with Israel. His final act was his 

placing of the golden crown of faith, “holiness to the Lord” upon the 

linen mitre, which I believe was his yielding to his Father’s will in 

prayer, “not as I will, but as Thou wilt.” 

It is at this point that the fully bathed, fully dressed High Priest 

comes with his body/offering to make the great sacrifice. Scriptures 

tells us Jesus was the High Priest offering himself (Heb. 7:27) and that 

the Eternal Spirit (the Logos) offered Jesus. 

“For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, 

undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; 

Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first 

for his own sins, and then for the people’s: for this he did once, when 

he offered up himself .” Hebrews 7:26-27 

Note the past tense term “became us.” The tense is imperfect 

indicative active, indicating something that happened in the past of 

today, but is continuing to happen, or is on-going, thus it indicates that 

he became a High Priest at a time prior to his being made higher than 

the heavens. We learn from this that the High Priest became us prior to 

offering himself for himself.  

“How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal 

Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from 

dead works to serve the living God?”  Hebrews 9:14   

This addition by Paul explains how the Melchisedec High Priest 

could have no beginning and no ending. The High Priest was the 

Logos, or Holy Spirit, whose existence with God was coexistent from 

the beginning. Jesus claimed a certain unity with this Logos, many 

times in the gospel of John, statements which confuse our Trinitarian 

friends. 

With the High Priest now having slain the offering, he must travel 

through the veil to purge the things of the Most Holy. I would point out 

that Aaron did not become the High Priest when he traveled through 

the veil, but was the High Priest from the start. In like manner, Christ 

traveled though the veil of his flesh to purge the Holy things with his 

own blood.  But, after the type of Aaron, he had to be the high priest as 
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he entered the veil, and as he passed through the veil. It is then that the 

Holy things were purged. Again from Bro. Thomas:  

“When And Where Did Christ make the One Great Offering” by 

Bro. John Thomas.  

8. When was the Jesus-altar purified; the Jesus Mercy-seat 

sprinkled with  sacrificial blood, and the Jesus-Holy of Holies 

lustrated? 

ANS. AFTER the Veil of his flesh was rent, and before he 

awoke at the early dawn of the third day (Mark 15:37–38; John 

19:34). 

Having now passed through the flesh, Jesus took his offering within 

the veil. It was then that the Holy Things were purged, and after his 

purging, and upon his glorification, being received up into heaven, he 

was now in position to offer, as our High Priest, for us. 

One final point to this was Jesus’ working on the Sabbath to the 

chagrin of the Jews. Now, some, particularly our Law Keeping friends 

who maintain that Jesus was subject to the Mosaic Law in the same 

way as and ordinary person might be, say that this wasn’t really work, 

and Jesus wasn’t really working. This contradicts Jesus’ own testimony 

about himself. He said: 

“And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to slay 

him, because he had done these0 things on the sabbath day. But Jesus 

answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.” John 5:16-

17 

Upon what principle could Jesus work on the Sabbath and be 

blameless. This could only be true if he were a priest, serving at a 

greater temple, than the Levitical. Jesus explained this to the Jews, who 

would not hear him: 

“Or have ye not read in the law, how that on the Sabbath days the 

priests in the temple profane the sabbath, and are blameless? But I say 

unto you, That in this place is one greater than the temple. But if ye had 

known what this meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice, ye 

would not have condemned the guiltless. For the Son of  man is Lord 

even of the sabbath day.”  Matthew 12:5-8   

Jesus was the greater Temple, and as such, was the greater High 

Priest within that greater Temple, and thus able to lawfully profane the 

Sabbath and be in complete conformity with the Mosaic Law.    

                                                                            —Bro. Jim Phillips 
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The Only Authoritative Voice 

A brother having written to Dr. Thomas, requesting his 

“authoritative voice on points of doctrine submitted,” the Doctor 

remarks in reply, “If I were to consent, I should be set down for a pope 

at once. Let the voice of the truth, in fraternal and kind contention for 

the faith, be the authority for each. There are partizan adherents to all 

causes, who surrender their minds to personal authority, and endorse 

whatever comes from that source without examination. I am opposed to 

‘authoritative voices,’ other than the voices of the prophets and 

apostles, and even theirs must be understood to be beneficial.”  

                                                                   —Bro. John Thomas 1867 

 

 

The Mystery of Godliness - 5 

“I WILL BE WHO I WILL BE” 

“He that hath seen me hath seen the Father”—John 14:9 

“I am in the Father, and the Father in me”—John 14:10 

“God was manifest in the flesh”—1 Timothy 3:16 

“I and my Father are one”—John 10:30 

BY BROTHER JOHN THOMAS 

In 1877 (as at most other times) there were crotchets afloat concerning 

Christ and the manifestation of God in and through him. Some were 

endeavouring to use Bro. Thomas’ writings to support the “mere man” 

theory then current. Others-missing the beauty of the true doctrine he 

expounded of the Mystery of Godliness, “God manifest in the flesh,” by 

not following him carefully and closely — were accusing him of 

confounding Christ with God along Trinitarian lines. A brother therefore 

assembled the following extracts from Bro. Thomas’ writings, to give a 

balanced picture. We are not concerned with the crotchets, but there is 

great value in meditating on these divine  things. Our mind can never be 

other than its natural state—a useless shrivelled bag of rubbish destined 

to death like all the rest of the animal world—unless we meditate long and 

lovingly on the revealed spiritual things of the Word. This alone can 

expand the mind from its natural cramped smallness, and cause us to be 

lifted from the perishing animal state up to the enduring spiritual state. 

“This is life eternal, that they may KNOW Thee.”     —Bro. G.V.Growcott 
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THE SPIRITUAL ROCK 

“Thy Thummim and thy Urim be of the man thy Holy One, whom 

thou didst prove at Massah, and with whom thou didst strive at the 

waters of Meribah.” 

THE particulars of this strife are recorded in Exodus 17. The 

question in debate was, “Is Yahweh among us, or not?”—v.7. This was 

affirmatively proven by His saying to Moses (v. 6)—  

“I will stand before thee there upon the Rock in Horeb; and thou 

shalt smite the Rock, and there shall come water out of it that the 

people may drink.”  

—and by His doing what He said. Now, in all this there was a 

mystery hidden, which they did not see into, nor Moses, nor the Elohim 

themselves; but which we may discern. For in the “revelation of the 

Mystery” taught by Paul, referring to this strife he says (1 Cor. 10: 4)—  

“They did all drink the same spiritual drink; for they drank of that 

Spiritual Rock that followed them; and that Rock was Christ.”  

The Holy Man, ish khasid, with whom they strove, stood upon the 

Rock; and thus in a figure made the Rock part of Himself, and 

representative of something afterward to be smitten by certain who —

like Moses—should “speak unadvisedly with their lips”—Psa. 106: 33. 

In this way, it became a “Spiritual Rock.”  

Paul says “the Rock was Christ,” that is, it was representative of 

him. The Holy Man upon the Rock was the Elohistic representative of 

the Deity dwelling in light Whom no man hath seen, or can, see—1 

Tim·6:16. He spoke the words of the Invisible One by Whose power, 

placed at his disposal, water was made to flow. Hence Eternal and 

Almighty Power pervaded the Rock in Horeb so long as the water 

gushed forth and followed them in their wanderings.  

The Holy Man himself was an embodiment of this Power. And as 

the same Power was afterwards to be manifested in the nature of 

Abraham and thus become his Seed, the Rock became highly typical of 

Christ. Hence, the Power of which the Holy Man on the Rock was an 

expression, was YAHWEH, “He Who Shall Be”—first in Christ 

Personal, or Jesus; and afterwards in Christ Mystical, or the Square of 

Twelve [the 144,000].—Eureka II:314  
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JESUS OVERCAME and VOLUNTARY OBEDIENCE 

“Weep not: Behold, the Lion of the Tribe of Judah hath prevailed to 

unroll the Scroll, and to loose its seals.” —Rev. 5:5 

THUS “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews” is brought before 

the reader as the only personage from among the dead or among the 

living who could open the words and unseal the Mystery of God, as He 

hath declared the Glad Tidings to His servants the prophets—Rev. 

10:7.  

That Mystery required the cutting asunder a covenant for the 

covering of iniquity, and causing to come in a Righteousness of 

Aions—Dan. 9: 24. In other words, “Messiah the Prince” had to be cut 

off”—v. 26; and so to be made a covenant of, according to the saying—  

“I will give thee for a Covenant of the people” (Isa. 42: 6; 49: 8). 

Until this were accomplished, no practical solution could be given 

of the end. Had the Second Adam failed to establish his worthiness 

(like the First), John’s weeping would never have been assuaged. But 

Jesus did “prevail”; for though in all points “tempted as we are” 

according to the likeness of his nature to ours, yet he did not sin—Heb. 

4:15.  

Though a Son, he “learned obedience by the things which he 

suffered.” He was “made perfect through sufferings,” having been 

obedient unto death. He kept his body under, triumphing over its lusts; 

and though sorely tried, he yielded not, but evolved a character that was 

“holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners”—Heb. 2: 10-14; 

4: 15; 5: 2, 7-9; 7: 26. When he died, he was delivered from death, and 

now lives for evermore. For he had “power to lay down his life, and to 

take it up again,” a commandment he received of the Father—John 10: 

18.  

This he did; and in so doing, abolished the power of death, having 

“led captivity captive” and “brought to light the life and 

incorruptibility” of the Gospel of the Kingdom—Psa. 68: 18; Eph.4: 8; 

2 Tim. 1:10.  

Having established his worthiness in this moral conflict with the 

world and the flesh, God accepted him as the most excellent of all the 

intelligences of His universe; and in consequence gave to him what no 
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one else possessed: namely, power to unroll the Scroll and to loose its 

seals . . . The Eternal Spirit imparted to Jesus, after his glorification, the 

times and seasons and mode and circumstances of his reappearance 

upon earth; all of which constituted a revelation such as he had not yet 

been the subject of.  

It is a Revelation of Jesus Christ very unlike the revelation of the 

“man of sorrows acquainted with grief.” This [latter] was a revelation 

of the Son promised to Israel and David’s House as a helpless babe, 

born in a stable and cradled in a manger; as a fugitive in the earth 

escaping from the sword of power; as a mechanic labouring at the 

bench for his daily bread; as a preacher of righteousness denouncing 

the hypocrisy and blasphemy of the clergy, and calling on the people to 

renounce the traditions of their blind guides and to become enlightened 

in the wisdom from above; as a man persecuted for righteousness’ sake 

by the pious and the powerful of the Church and State; as a man 

accused of blasphemy, sorcery, and perversion of the people; as an 

alleged enemy to God and a traitor to kings reigning by His grace. As a 

man, in fine, adjudged “guilty of death” and worthy only of being 

“numbered with transgressors,” and ignominiously executed with 

thieves.  

Such was the revelation of “Messiah the Prince” in Heaven’s gift of 

him for a “Covenant of the People.”                              —Eureka 1:12  

* * * 

ANOTHER reason why the Word assumed a lower nature than the 

Elohistic was that a basis of future perfection might be laid in 

obedience under trial. Jesus has been appointed Captain of Salvation in 

the bringing of many sons to glory—Heb. 2: 10. Now these sons in the 

accident of birth are all ‘subject to vanity’—Rom. 8: 20, with inveterate 

propensities and relative enticements, inciting and tempting them to sin.  

A Captain, therefore, whose nature was primarily consubstantial 

with the Deity could not be “touched with the feeling of their 

infirmities”—Heb. 4: 15. He would be essentially holy and impeccable, 

and of necessity good. But a necessitated holiness and perfection are 

not the basis of exaltation to the glories of the Apocalypse. These are to 

be attained only by conquest of self under trial from without, by which 

they— 



351—Berean 2017 

 

“come out of GREAT TRIBULATION” (Rev. 7:14). 

Its promises are to those who overcome, as their Captain has 

overcome, when it can be said his victory is apocalyptically complete—

Rev. 3: 21; 11: 15. Hence, then— 

“It became the Deity to make the Captain of the salvation of His 

many sons perfect through suffering.” 

And to effect this, he must be of their primary nature, that when the 

Great Captain and his associates shall rejoice together in the 

consubstantiality of the Deity, they may all have attained to it upon the 

principle of voluntary obedience, motivated by faith, and maintained in 

opposition to incitements within and enticements and pressure from 

without. The flesh is, therefore, a necessary basis for this; and making it 

possible for him to be tempted in all points according to the flesh-

likeness, without sin. Hence, though the Son of the Deity, and Heir of 

all things, yet (Heb. 4: 15; 5: 8)—  

“He learned obedience by the things which he suffered. And being 

made perfect, he became the author of aion-salvation unto all them that 

obey him.”  

Perfection of character and substance, then, is the consummation 

predetermined by the Deity in His manifestation by spirit in Jesus and 

his brethren. In His wisdom, which is “first pure,” He requires 

perfection of character first. And as a recompense for this, He confers 

perfection of substance, or consubstantiality with Himself.  

This was the order of the Divine Manifestation in the son of David’s 

daughter, who is the great Model after which the One Yahweh-Elohistic 

development is to be apocalypsed. Perfection of character was first 

manifested in Jesus, who was faultless before the Deity. The character 

of Jesus was the character of the Deity—a mirror in which was 

reflected the moral attributes peculiar to Him, the Word, before 

manifestation in flesh. Nevertheless, though Jesus could truly say—  

“I ALWAYS do those things which please the Father” (John 8: 29). 

—yet he said, “There is none good but the Deity”—Matt. 19: 17, 

nor am I yet perfect. He testified his own imperfection in declaring that 

he could of his own self do nothing—John 5:30; that he must die; and 

that he would he perfected in the third day of his mission. He said—  
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“Behold, I cast out demons, and I do cures today and tomorrow, and 

the 3rd day I shall be perfected” (Luke 13:32).  

In this third, he was made perfect ‘ex anastaseos: from or out of 

resurrection’—Rom. 1: 4, when he ‘ascended to the Father’—John 20: 

17. And being thus exalted to consubstantiality with Him, Paul speaks 

of him as:  

“Having been perfected (teteleiomenon) for the Aion” (Heb.7:28). 

Or, apocalyptically— 

“I was dead, and behold I am living for the Aions of the Aions” 

(Rev. 1: 18). 

Jesus then, like all his brethren, is to be considered in 2 states, each 

state having a nature peculiar to it. In the former state, he was 

“crucified through weakness”; but in the after state wherein he now 

is—  

“He liveth by the power of the Deity” (2 Cor. 13:4). 

In the former state, the flesh was the “filthy garments” with which 

the Spirit-Word was clothed—Zech. 3: 3. It was “the iniquity of us all” 

that was laid upon him; the “soul made an offering for sin”—Isa. 53: 6, 

10.  

But as he now is, the filthy garments have been taken away, his 

“iniquity has passed from him”—Zech. 3: 4, and he is clothed with 

“change of raiment.” His flesh thus designated has been subjected to 

the transforming energy of the radiant power of the Eternal Spirit. By 

this energy his flesh has been transformed into spirit, styled by Paul 

pneuma hagiosunes, “spirit of holiness.” That is, a nature in which 

there is no filthiness of flesh or spirit.  

It is therefore HOLY SPIRIT NATURE: a nature generated out of 

the free spirit radiant from the Eternal Substance. It is therefore like 

that substance, and hence consubstantial with it. Begotten of spirit, it is 

spirit; as that which is begotten of flesh is flesh—John 3: 6. Therefore 

Paul speaks of the exalted Jesus saying “he was made into a life-

imparting spirit”—1 Cor. 15: 45; and elsewhere he styles him “the Lord 

the Spirit”— Kurios pneuma.                                       —Eureka 1:107  

[This is the final part of a five-part exposition on the “Mystery of Godliness” 

from different works by Bro. Thomas recorded in the Bereans for Feb-June 

1977] 
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Hints for Bible Markers 

The Psalms 
Psalm 8:1 

“O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who 
hast set thy glory above the heavens.” 

This Psalm paints a very beautiful picture to those that understand 
the truth. This Psalm is profoundly significant when we consider its 
teachings. Though clearly an inspired work of David, there can no 
doubt be given to the fact that this is a Psalm of Christ. Who can doubt 
that David, and Christ with even more desire, look for that day when 
the Divine Name would be magnified throughout the Earth. And 
mankind, in every contemplation and in every design will be the desire 
to glorify God.  

Psalm 8:2 

“Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained 
strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy 

and the avenger.” 

Our first thoughts on this verse turned to a quote from our brother 
Growcott:  

“OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES AND SUCKLINGS HAST 
THOU ORDAINED STRENGTH” —Psalm 8:2 

A little land. A small, despised people. The weak things of the 
world used to carry on God’s mighty purpose and to confound the wise. 
Jesus said—  

“I thank Thee, Father; Lord of heaven and earth, because Thou hast 
hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto 
babes.”  

The last shall be first, the weak shall be strong, the abased shall be 
exalted, the poor shall be rich.  

“That which is highly esteemed among men is an abomination in the 
sight of God.” 

And to our mind comes that vicious parade of selfish virtues 
and glorified vices that comprise the philosophy of natural man. Let us 
distrust every natural thought and inclination. (End of Quote). 

The beauty that is brought to mind in the first verse of the 
kingdom age is amplified in this first when it reminds us of the glorious 
multitudinous Christ, the kings and priests in that time when Yahweh 
will be known throughout all the earth. Always reminding us of the 
first fruit of the multitude whose foundation and strength is of the 
Deity. That all the world might know, not by the work of man, but that 
thou the Lord has done this. 

Continued next month should the Lord will                                 bro. Beryl Snyder 


