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God Created Man 
BY BROTHER R. ROBERTS 

Turning to the Bible, we are taken away back to the origin 
of our species. We are shown Adam and Eve, our first parents 
in primeval innocence, the happy occupants of a paradise of 
heavenly planting. We need not be frightened away from the 
contemplation of this picture by Darwinism. The evolution of 
species is not only an undemonstrated, but an undemonstrable 
scientific guess. Nay, more; it is an untenable and self-stultifying 
hypothesis. Though many scientific men endorse it, many other 
scientific men reject it altogether, on scientific grounds. 

There is a short way of disposing of antagonistic speculation. 
If Christ is true, so is the Mosaic presentation of Adam in the 
garden of Eden; for Christ endorsed the Mosaic writings; and the 
New Testament, in more places than one, ties Adam and Christ 
together as the two poles in the divine scheme (1 Cor. 15:10-21; 
Rom. 5:10-12). It is no childish relapse, therefore (though it is 
so esteemed in many quarters), that goes back for information 
on the problem of human condition to the episode of Eden. 

Let us go thither a moment: we behold Adam and Eve pursuing 
the pleasant occupation of dressers of that magnificent garden 
of a thousand hues, spreading itself below the warming rays of 
an Asiatic sun. We contemplate them spending their days in the 
sweetness of innocence, and drinking in, with virgin faculty, the 
pure delights of nature. When we think of what follows, we are 
taught the lesson that man exists not for himself alone-that 
mere sensuous enjoyment is not the supreme object of exis
tence-that there are higher actions of the mind, more serious 
responsibilities, more exalted obligations, which exercise alone 
can wake us up to-that God is the highest, and demands the 
absolute submission of our wills and affections to Him as the 
essential condition of our happiness and His pleasure. 

FRATERNAL GATHERINGS (If The Lord Will) 
HYE, TX-Mon., Jul. 30-Sun., Aug. 5-bro. Dan Clubb, 4015 Black Oak Dr., 
Carrollton, Texas, USA 75007. Phone (972) 939-5005; Email: danclubb@ 
verizon.net. 

"THE BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN (ISSN 0199-4131) is published 
monthly for $15.00 U.S. per year by The Berean Christadelphian, 3540 
Pineridge, Houston, Texas, U.S.A. 77009. Periodicals postage paid at 
Houston, Texas, U.S.A. 77201. POSTMASTER: Send address chang
es to THE BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN, 3540 Pineridge, Houston, 
Texas, U.S.A. 77009." 
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Studies and Thoughts svsRoTHERJOHNTHOMAs 

THE PROPHECY ON MOUNT OLIVET 
"There shall not be one stone upon another. And the disciples 

said, When shall these things be? And what shall be the sign of 
thy coming, and of the End of the Age?"-Matt. 24:2-3. 

THIS was delivered by the Spirit of Truth from the mouth of 
the-

"Wonderful Counsellor, the Mighty King, the Founder of the 
Everlasting Age, the Prince of Peace" (Isa. 9:6). 

It is contained in Matthew 24 and 25, also Luke 21. It is not 
an original prophecy. That is, the subject matter of the prediction 
was not uttered by the Spirit through Jesus for the first time. This 
had been announced before through 'all the holy prophets since 
the world (or Jewish State) began.' As the time approached, the 
Spirit amplified the revelation of the events so that the men 
of that generation, who were to witness the fulfilment of the 
prophecy, might not be overtaken by the catastrophe unawares. 

The Mount whence the prophecy was delivered is situated east 
of Jerusalem, and separated from the city by the brook Kidron. 
It afforded a commanding view of the magnificent Temple, and 
hence furnished an appropriate position for the enunciation 
of the Oracle which proclaimed the approaching desolation of 
the ancient city of Melchizedek-the place where Yahweh had 
condescended to place His Name forever. 

"0 JERUSALEM, JERUSALEM!" 
While the 'Greater than Solomon' (who built the first Temple) 

was within its walls, he uttered those dire denunciations record
ed in Matthew 23 against the scribes, Pharisees and lawyers, 
which he brought to a conclusion by declaring in prophetic 
language that on them should come-

"All the righteous blood shed upon the land from the blood of 
righteous Abel to the blood ofZecharias, son ofBarachias, whom 
ye will slay (ephoneusate: 1st aorist; not 'have slain,' perfect, 
at the time Jesus spoke, but once slew, when ye shall slay the 
prophets, wise men and scribes that I, Jesus, shall send to you) 
between the Temple and the Altar" (Mat. 23:35). 

This declaration, I say, was prophetic, and pointed to a peri
od then about 40 years distant, when they should put to death 
Zecharias: which Josephus testifies was done by the factions in 
the siege of Jerusalem, thus verifying the saying of Jesus that 
'all these things shall come upon this generation' to which he 
was then speaking. 

In view, therefore, ofher approaching calamities, he exclaimed
"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem!-that killest the prophets, and 
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stonest them which are sent unto thee. How often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye would not! Behold your house 
(Temple and City) is left unto you desolate! 

"For I say unto you: Ye shall not see me henceforth TILL ye 
shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of Yahweh!" 
(Mat. 23:37-39; Psa. 118:26). 

In this apostrophe to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, Jesus takes 
a farewell of them, even a long farewell, as it hath proved. But it 
was not a final adieu, for he indicates an epoch when they should 
see him again, and that then their views and feelings concerning 
him would be changed, for they would receive him with blessing 
and honor. This epoch is yet future, for, I presume, no reasonable 
man will pretend to say that Jesus received the hallelujahs and 
blessings oflsrael at the destruction of Jerusalem. 

TWO EPOCHS IN THE PROPHECY 
Mark, then, these two epochs: the one characterized by the 

death and crucifixion of the 'prophets, wise men, and scribes' 
Jesus should send unto the 'serpents' oflsrael, and by the 'days 
of vengeance' which should overtake them; and the other by his 
return to Jerusalem in the Name ofYahweh, when Israel should 
receive him with acclamation. 

Of the events between these two epochs, the prophecy of Mt. 
Olivet says nothing. It does not refer either to the history of the 
world or of the Jewish State from the subversion of the govern
ment of Judea to the second appearance of Jesus, which is yet 
future. This interval of over 1800 years is beyond the scope of 
the prophecy altogether. If this be remembered, much confusion 
and misinterpretation will be prevented. 

I have said that the subject-matter of this prophecy was not 
delivered by Jesus for the first time. It was first delivered by Mo
ses, who prophesied in the 'beginning of the world,' that is, of the 
Jewish Age or Aion, as Jesus did in the 'end of the world,' or end of 
the Jewish Dispensation. Let us turn to the prophecy as delivered 
by Moses in Det. 28:49-57. Here it is in a condensed form-

"The Lord shall bring a nation (the Romans) against thee 
from far, from the end of the earth, as the eagle flieth; a nation 
whose language thou shalt not understand; a nation (Daniel 
says a King, Dan. 8:13) of fierce countenance which shall 
besiege thee in all thy gates, till thy high and fenced walls 
come down, wherein thou trustedst, throughout all thy land. 
And thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the flesh of 
thy sons and of thy daughters ... and he will not give to any 
of his relatives of the flesh of his children whom he shall eat, 
because he hath nothing left him IN THE SIEGE. 
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"The tender and delicate woman among you, which would not 
adventure to set the sole of her feet upon the ground for delicacy 
and tenderness, her eye shall be evil toward her children which 
she shall bear: for she shall eat them for want of all things, secretly 
in the siege. 

"Every sickness and every plague will the Lord bring upon 
thee, till thou be destroyed; and ye shall be PLUCKED FROM 
OFF THE LAND thou goest to possess." 

PEOPLE SCATTERED, LAND DESOLATE 
After they were thus to be driven from Palestine, Israel was 

to remain-
"Scattered among all people, from one end of the earth even to 

the other, UNTIL an appointed time" (Det. 28:64; 30:3). 
During the interval, the Spirit saith (Lev. 26:34)-
"The land shall enjoy her sabbaths, as long as it lieth desolate, 

and ye be in your enemies' land, which shall eat you up. And 
they that are left of you shall pine away in their iniquity in your 
enemies' land." 

But: "If they shall confess their iniquity, and their uncircum
cised hearts be humbled, and they then accept the punishment of 
their iniquity, THEN will I remember My Covenant with Jacob, 
Isaac and Abraham (Gen, 15:7; 27:28, 29; 28:13); and I will re
member THE LAND" (which I promised them)-Lev. 26:40-42. 

This, namely, the Epoch of Remembrance, is the epoch referred 
to by Jesus when Israel-previously restored to the land of their 
ancestors should hail his return-

"Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of Yahweh!" 
Jesus hath himself directed our attention to Daniel as hav

ing treated of the things he spoke of on Olivet. He said to the 
aposties-

"When ye therefore see the Abomination of Desolation, spoken 
of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the Holy Place-whoso readeth 
(Daniel) let him understand-THEN let them which be in Judea 
flee," etc. (Mat. 24:15-16). 

Let us then read what Daniel says. Here it is (Dan. 8:23-25)
"In the latter time of their kingdom [that is, of the kingdoms 

which arose out of the fragments into which Alexander the 
Great's empire was broken], when the transgressors are come to 
the full a King [Moses styles it a nation] of fierce countenance, 
and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up.And his power 
shall be mighty, but not by his own [hereditary] power. And he 
shall destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper and practice, and 
shall destroy the mighty and the holy people. 

"And through his policy shall he cause craft to prosper in 
his hand. And he shall magnify himself in his heart, and in 
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prospering shall destroy many. He shall stand up against the 
Prince of princes; but he shall be broken without hand." 

THE ROMAN EMPIRE: PAGAN, CATHOLIC, RUSSIAN 
This is doubtless the Roman Power: first in its Pagan, secondly 

in its Greek Catholic, and lastly in its Russo-Greek form. 
Of the Pagan Roman power, Daniel speaks further in 9:26-

27-
''And after threescore and two weeks (62x7=434 years) shall 

Messiah (the Prince of princes) be cut off, but nothing in him 
(or on account of his own sins).And the people of the Prince [the 
Romans under Titus sent by Christ] that shall come shall destroy 
the City [Jerusalem] and the Sanctuary [Temple]. 

''And the end thereof shall be with a flood [or overflowing 
devastation of war], and unto the end of the war desolations are 
determined. 

''And He [the Father] shall confirm (seal or attest) a Covenant 
[theAbrahamic, by a purification sacrifice] for one week [7 years]. 
And in the midst [or half part] of the week, he shall cause to cease 
sacrificing and offering. 

''And because of an overshadowing of abominations, a des
olation [of the land], even until the consummation, and that 
determined, shall be poured out upon the Desolator." 

Malachi also refers to the same event when he says (4:l)
"Behold, the Day cometh that shall burn as an oven. And all 

the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble. And 
the Day that cometh shall burn them up, saith Yahweh of Hosts, 
that it shall leave them neither root nor branch." 

And John the Baptist spoke of the same national desolation 
(Mat. 3:11-12)-

"He that cometh after me shall baptize you (generation of vi
pers) with fire. And he will burn up the chaff [scribes, Pharisees, 
hypocrites, lawyers, serpents, and generation of vipers and their 
adherents (Mat. 23)] with unquenchable fire." 

Jesus having departed from the Temple, his disciples (Mat. 
24:1) pointed out to him the adjacent buildings belonging to the 
doomed edifice, doubtless in the spirit of national pride which 
said-'Behold the magnificence, impregnability and durability 
of this sacred pile! Can it be that this House ofYahweh shall be 
LEFT UNTO US DESOLATE?' Yea, verily, said Jesus-

"/ say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon 
another that shall not be thrown down" (v. 2). 

THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THE PROPHECY 
This, then, is the subject-matter of the Prophecy of Mt. Olivet: 
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that, namely, of which Moses, Daniel, Malachi and John spake-
1) The Destruction of the Commonwealth of Israel, and the 

City and Temple of Jerusalem; and, 
2) The Epoch of Remembrance, when Israel should be re

constituted in the Land promised to their Fathers and they 
should receive Jesus with acclamation as the 'Blessed 
of Yahweh.' 

These events are peculiar to two grand epochs: the one, the end 
of the Jewish State under the Constitution of Moses; the other, 
the beginning of the same State under the Constitution of Jesus. 

Between this end and beginning is an interval of which Jesus 
takes no account, for during the interval the Commonwealth of 
Israel has no political existence. 

Moses thus describes the condition of the Jews during this 
interval-

"/ will scatter you among the heathen, and will draw out a 
sword after you, and your land shall be desolate, and your cities 
waste. 

"Then shall the land enjoy her sabbaths, as long as it lieth 
desolate and ye be in your enemies' land. It shall rest because it 
did not rest in your sabbaths when ye dwelt upon it. 

''And upon them that are left alive of you I will send a faintness 
into their hearts in the land of their enemies. The sound of a 
shaken leaf shall chase them, and they shall flee as fleeing from 
a sword. And they shall fall when none pursueth; and ye shall 
have no power to stand before your enemies. 

''And ye shall perish among the heathen, and the land of your 
enemies shall eat you up. And they that are left of you shall pine 
away in their iniquity in your enemies' lands; and also in the 
iniquities of their fathers shall they pine away with them" (Lev. 
26:33-39). 

THE 4 PARTS OF THE PROPHECY 
The first 29 verses of Mat. 24 relate to the first of these epochs: 

namely, the Destruction of the City, Temple and Commonwealth 
of Israel. 

Verses 30-31 refer to the second epoch, when Jesus shall ap
pear in the heaven, and the tribes oflsrael shall mourn, and he 
shall appear in his glory. 

From verse 32 to the end of the chapter, and on through verses 
30 of chapter 25, the reader is presented with illustrations such 
as the Fig Tree, the Days ofNoah, the Faithful and Wise Servant, 
the Evil Servant, the Ten Virgins, and the Absent Traveler-to 
show what would be the state of the Jews (both unbelieving 
and 'Christian') when the first epoch should be consummated. 

And from verse 31 to the end of chapter 25 is revealed the 
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crowning events that shall happen when Jesus shall come in his 
glory, and, as a King, shall give his servants the Kingdom; and, 
as a Judge, shall arraign before his tribunal the nations, and 
give eternal life to them whom he shall pronounce as righteous. 

Thus ends the prophecy which he delivered two days before his 
betrayal. We propose now to expound the Scripture in relation to 
the events of the first epoch. And here we would observe that we 
need not travel out of the record to do this satisfactorily; for we 
undertake now to interpret the prophecy by a simple reference 
to the Acts and Epistles, upon the much talked-of-but little 
practiced -principle of Scripture being its own interpreter. 

THE DISCIPLES' QUESTIONS 
Jesus being seated on the Mt. of Olives, his disciples put certain 

questions to him. They wished to know at what time it would 
happen that 'one stone of the Temple should not be left upon 
another.' And when all the denunciations he had fulminated 
against the Pharisees and rulers should come on the existing 
generation. In other words, at what precise time the 'end of the 
Age' would come. 

And what would be the sign of his coming when Israel should 
say-"Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lordi" 

Considering that the Apostles were then but disciples or learn
ers, we shall not be surprised that they should associate the Sec
ond Coming of Jesus with the end of the Mosaic Dispensation. He 
had spoken ofhis coming, but they did not understand the matter, 
as is evident from the question they put after his resurrection: 
"Wilt thou at this time restore again the Kingdom to Israel?" 

They manifestly supposed that his second appearing was his 
re-appearance from the tomb, and that then certainly he would 
be welcomed by the people as the 'Blessed of Yahweh,' and would 
then effect the 'Restitution of all things' to the Jews. 

But he soon extinguished these notions in their minds, by bid
ding them tarry at Jerusalem-not for his coming-but for the 
coming of the Holy Spirit, which should endue them with power, 
concerning the promise of which, said he, 'you have heard ofme.' 

(7b be continued, God willing) 

Second Voyage To Australia 
(Continued) 

LECTURES AT BALLARAT AND A SPECIAL GATHERING 
AT ORIENT HOUSE 

March 24-May 10, 1898-At this writing, (March 24th) I am 
on the point of departing by the Wakatipu for New Zealand, ac
companied by sister Roberts. The brethren and sisters there have 
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rendered this possible by their liberal provision of the expenses 
of the way. 

The steamer is three days behind her advertised sailing 
date, owing to stormy weather-which is a pity; it will curtail 
our stay at Invercargill, and perhaps come into collision with 
lecturing arrangements there. I ought to have allowed a mar
gin of a clear week after expected arrival before commencing 
appointments, so as to have provided for the contingencies of 
uncertain weather at this time of the year (winter). There is no 
help for it. Resignation, as cheerful as possible, is the only wise 
attitude for mortals when things cannot be altered. 

Within the last week or two, I have been to Ballarat, accom
panied by my daughter, Sarah Jane. I had, hoped to have gone 
on to Adelaide, four or five hundred miles further on, but circum
stances did not favour this extension. An Adelaide brother (or 
rather, one who has been a while in Adelaide and has returned 
to Melbourne-Harry Gordon) has reported favourably of the 
brethren there, on most points. If perfect unity could prevail, it 
would be greater gain, both to the comfort and progress of the 
brethren, and to the prosperity of the Truth as a testimony to 
the alien. We must be thankful for what good exists. 

A step in the right direction has been made in the adoption 
of the music in the hymn-book for the hymns, instead of the 
melodies popularised by Moody and Sankey-which, though 
pretty enough from a musical point of view, are offensive to 
enlightenment through their association with popular sectarian
ism-which is superstition. When the sons of God come together, 
they wish to get as far away from their evil surroundings for the 
time being as possible. It is very certain that when "the redeemed 
of the Lord return with singing unto Zion," it is not the hymns 
of the Salvation Army that will be heard. 

Tuesday, May 3 to Thursday, May 5, 1898-The Ballarat 
brethren asked me to their city with two objects-to present 
the Truth to the public in two lectures, and to make an effort to 
promote re-union with the few who had gone out on the Cornish 
heresy. The latter was attended to first. A meeting of both sides 
took place in the house of brother Close (16 Bond Street) on the 
evening of my arrival (Tuesday, May 3rd). The meeting took a 
conversational form. The difficulty was wholly doctrinal-that 
is, there was no personal misunderstanding or incompatibility 
to get over. It was wholly a question of how we were to regard 
the nature of Christ in the days of his flesh. 

The brethren with brother Close accepted the testimony of 
the apostles that Christ was the seed of David according to the 
flesh (Rom. 1:3). and of the same flesh and blood as his brethren 
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(Heb 2: 14), and tempted in all points like to them, though without 
sin (Heb. 4:15); that he was sent forth in this nature that the 
power of death in it might be destroyed in his person (Heb. 2:14) 
by sacrifice (Heb. 2:14; 9:26), God requiring first that that sin 
might thus be condemned in its own flesh, and the righteousness 
of God declared in the shedding of his blood be as a basis for 
forgiveness (Rom. 8:3; 3:25). 

The separated brethren, while also accepting this testimony, 
could not bring themselves to apply the term "sinful flesh" to the 
flesh of Christ, seeing he "did no sin". They admitted that human 
nature was sinful flesh, and that the body of Jesus was human 
nature; but, by some unaccountable flaw of logic, they objected 
to the application of the same description. 

So far as their scruple was due to feelings of reverence for the 
Lord Jesus, I told them, it was to be respected; but that these 
feelings in this case misled them-and misled them to their 
hurt-seeing the thing denied was the very thing that qualified 
the Lord Jesus to be an acceptable sacrifice for the sins of the 
world. His sacrifice was putting of condemned and sinful human 
nature out of the way-

"That the body of sin might be destroyed" (Rom. 6:6, 10); and 
if he did not possess that nature, the very thing aimed at was 
not done. 

The relation of the death of Christ to the removal of the curse 
of the law illustrates this. He took the curse of the law out of the 
way-not by being put to death substitutionally for others, but 
by coming under it IN HIS OWN PERSON (see Gal. 3:13; Eph. 
2:15; Col. 1:22)-

"Cursed is he that hangeth on a tree." 
So he took away the curse of death by bearing it in his own 

person. It was "for us," but that was how it was done-IN HIM
SELF. But when it is said the curse was not there, and that his 
flesh was not sinful flesh, it deprives the death of Christ of its 
divine meaning. 

I pointed out that with such a view they could not give a 
reason for the death of Christ. To say that "Christ died because 
he was killed," was to deal only with the physical exterior of 
the event; there was a spiritual meaning to it, which was its 
all-important essence-a spiritual meaning foreshadowed in all 
the law, namely-That God must be glorified before man can be 
saved. 

Man is to be saved through forgiveness: but this forgiveness 
He ( God) requires to be preceded by the effectual assertion of His 
supremacy in the death of man in the person of one with whom 
He is well pleased and whom He can raise in harmony with the 
370 Berean 2017 



law which makes death the wages of sin. Such an one He had 
to provide himself, for all others had-

"Sinned and come short of the glory of God." 
He did provide him in the generation of a Son of his own in 

the Adamic nature of Mary. The Son resulting from the oper
ation of the Spirit of God upon a human mother exhibited the 
combination, otherwise impossible-a combination essential 
to the salvation of man-the combination of spotless character 
with sinful flesh. 

The separated brethren did not discriminate sufficiently be
tween character and nature. They seemed to think that sinless 
character must have had sinless flesh; whereas the very glory 
of the triumph lay in the perfect subjection to righteousness of 
a nature inherently sinful. There could have been no victory if 
no enemy; no "overcome" if there was nothing to overcome. Ifit 
is thought more honouring to Christ to say that his flesh was 
free from stain, it ought to be considered more honouring to say 
he was free from weakness, notwithstanding that weakness is 
affirmed (2 Cor. 13:4). But in fact, it is not a question of what we 
may consider ''honouring." It is a question of what is true and 
what the wisdom of God has appointed. 

We parted in a perfectly amicable way, with a promise on the 
part of brother Williams and those with him that the matter 
would be looked into again. 

* * * 
The public effort took the part of two lectures: 
1. "The present state of the political world as an indication 

of the nearness of the end of the present dispensation." 
2. "The present state of the religious world as a reason for 

individual investigation of the question, What is truth?" 
The audiences were not large, but they were larger than two 

years ago. On that occasion, no handbills and posters had been 
issued, but only a newspaper advertisement. On this occasion, 
no advertisement had been inserted or posters issued, but only 
handbills. If all three had been employed, doubtless the result 
would have been better, as elsewhere. But I fully recognize the 
impossibility of a few poor men doing what might be considered 
the best in such a matter. The wonder is that anything at all 
should be done in the circumstances. The brethren did their best, 
and I did mine, and so these matters have to be left. 

We stayed at Reid's Coffee Palace, close to the station. The 
brethren had engaged rooms for us there, so that we were 
spared the consuming effects of private conversations, filling up 
the intervals between writing and lecturing. Ballarat is a fine 
place. There is a working Ballarat and a residential Ballarat; 
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the latter with broad and elegant thoroughfares and residences 
hid in trees-has a fine lake and Botanical Gardens adjacent. 
The people in this part are well off and religious according to 
the pulpit model. Consequently, the Truth in its own divine 
simplicity has no attractions. But, oh, won't the fine ladies and 
gentlemen of Ballarat and every place in the world want to know 
all about it, when Christ arrives. It will be too late then. They 
will look back and see the day of opportunity lost. 

We returned to Melbourne on Friday, May 6th. The Melbourne 
meetings are well maintained. Some pain has been caused by 
the shocking misbehaviour of one brother and the highly un
scriptural action of another in connection with it, in seeking 
redress in the Divorce Court. The incident has discouraged 
the brethren somewhat. They have not, however, the cause for 
shame that they would have if they tolerated or countenanced 
such infractions of the divine law. When brethren confess their 
sins and forsake them, they are entitled to forgiveness; but when 
they defend and vindicate them, they stand in the way of their 
own mercy. 

* * * 
Tuesday, May 10, 1898-We had a pleasant gathering at 

Orient House on Tuesday, May 10th. A similar gathering took 
place four or five months previously. The object was to afford a 
momentary resting place to the Lord's weary pilgrims-as they 
trudge their way through the desert to the land of promise, and 
to afford an opportunity of social contact on the basis of the 
truth-a little of which is profitable. 

On the first occasion, one half of the better known members 
of the ecclesia were invited, and on the second occasion, the 
other half. I told the ecclesia that only accommodation limited 
the invitations, and that if circumstances admitted ofit, I would 
put up a marquee on such occasions, that would hold them all. 
Things being as they were, we did the best we could. I did not feel 
at liberty to confine the use of so large and handsome a house to 
ourselves. Therefore, we proposed as occasion allowed, to share 
the goodness of God with fellow-servants in this small way. 

''Ye are not your own"; '~s every man hath received the gift, 
so let him minister, as good stewards of the manifold grace of 
God," are practical mottoes with the servants of Christ. 

Orient House is two miles from the terminus of the Melbourne 
tram; and as the intervening distance is rather heavy walking, 
we arranged to meet the guests at the terminus with convey
ances at an appointed hour. Brother Adair lent us his large cab, 
holding nine. This, with the two smaller affairs of our own-(one 
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of which, with a diminutive pony, was made a present ofto our 
remaining daughter on the occasion of her sister's marriage, till 
she also should disappear in a change of name)-enabled us to 
bring them all comfortably to the house, with the exception of 
one or two who chose to walk. · 

Being arrived, they were invited to inspect a large histori
cal chart which, on one long strip, had been suspended on the 
inside wall of the verandah, in the open air. This gave material 
for profitable conversation. They were then invited to look over 
the place, including the tower, from the top of which, a good view 
is obtained of the surrounding country. After this, and a little 
promiscuous [originally meaning "casual "-T.D.C.] conversation 
round the fire; in the large front room-(they call it "the draw
ing-room," but this sounds too pretentious, though the room 
itself is grander than many rooms I have heard called "drawing 
rooms"-why do they call it drawing-room? It is not used for 
drawing; perhaps it is the room for showing off the drawings; at 
any rate, "mind not high things, but condescend to men of low 
estate")-rather a long parenthesis; I will have to begin again. 

After a little talk in the said "drawing-room," we were 
summoned by bell into another room, equally large, where the 
banquet was spread on two large tables. Being seated and the 
room quite full (literally "to the door") I said a word or two before 
giving thanks. 

I said sister Roberts and I made them cordially welcome to 
our house and table, only regretting it was not a welcome to 
something better. The time was not far off when we all hoped to 
receive a welcome that would mean something truly good-an 
invitation to sit down to eat and drink with the Lord at his table 
in his Kingdom, in the company of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
and all the prophets. Till then, it was our part to do the best we 
could in little things, redeeming the time, because the days were 
evil. I also said that as much of the comfort and profitableness 
of such an occasion depended upon due order, and upon their 
knowledge of it, I would read them a brief programme of the 
proceedings of the evening-which I did. 

Thanks were then given, after which, an animated repast 
ensued-all talking freely and heartily. The repast being end
ed, we adjourned to the aforesaid drawing-roo~, and formed 
ourselves in meeting order. The following programme was then 
gone through-the host presiding: 1. Hymn: "Blessed are they 
that unfiled"-(assisted by the daughters at piano and organ; 
a harp was in the room, which anyone able was invited to play, 
as David would have done had he been present, but no one 
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responded, and the harp remained a silent onlooker); 
2. Briefreading--Isaiah 12; 
3. Prayer; 
4. Address by host; 
5. Hymn: "Our heavenly Father;" 
6.Addresses by brethren Pettigrew, senr., Galbraith, senr. and 

G. F. Walker; 
7. Hymn: "Oh, why should Israel's sons once blessed;" 
8. Addresses by brethren Creelman, Lee, W. Galbraith, and 

Wharton; 
9. Hymn: "Oh, Yahweh listen"; 
10. Addresses by brethren H. Gordon, Sinclair, and one or two 

others. 
Brother Pettigrew then called for the singing of the Old 

Hundred, which was done very heartily. After this, there were 
selections from "Under the Palms" by a few of the brethren and 
sisters ; and last of all, the "Hallelujah Chorus." 

Prayer ended the proceedings. It was now dark. Our three 
conveyances, and a fourth (in which two of our guests had come), 
drove up to the front door; and receiving each their quota of 
guests, conveyed them to the tram. And so ended an evening of 
pure and profitable pleasure, the particulars of which are here 
written for future advantage. I have been at social gatherings 
where the time has been wasted in small talk for want of boldness 
on the part of those in charge to give the thing profitable shape. 

* * * 
Edgar Gee, son of brother Gee, of Haifa, Palestine, is living 

with us. He has made a photograph of Orient House, which he 
will send to anyone for Is. Id. Address: Mr. E. Gee, care of Miss 
Roberts, Coburg, Melbourne. 

Brother McDiarmid, of Woodside, Otago, N.Z., comments on 
our reference to the manners of the Colonials. He says these man
ners are not to be judged altogether by appearance. He speaks 
as one who knows. The abrupt language of the Colonial is the 
prompting of a warm heart. His mind is open; his tongue free. 
He abhors anything that is akin to the wolf in sheep's clothing. 
He is always in doubt of those who are over sweet. He pays no 
reference whatever to caste. He has no respect for the golden 
calf, even ifit should have grown into a cow. He loves humility, 
but is in the habit of calling a spade a spade-even if it offend, 
always taking into account that no honest man can be offended 
by truth. 

To which my answer is, Well said, but not inconsistent with 
what I tried to say. If it is going to be a choice between rough 
goodness and sweet hypocrisy, by all means let us have the rough-
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ness; but there is another alternative. This other alternative is 
visible in the apostolic writings which are our standard. Here 
we have outspoken independence and sterling worth combined 
with a sweetness of language that goes beyond even British 
usage. What could go beyond the tenderness of this: "Dearly 
beloved and longed for, my joy and my crown, so stand fast in 
the Lord, my dearly beloved." "We were gentle among you as a 
nurse cherisheth her children. So being affectionately desirous 
of you, we were willing to have imparted to you, not the gospel 
of God only, but also our own souls because ye were dear unto 
us" (Phil. 4:1; 1 Thess. 2:7-8). 

Now, it is a matter of command that we be imitators of Paul 
who is set forth as an example. This imitation extends to speech, 
which we are recommended to use "always with grace." There is 
wisdom in the recommendation; for speech makes up a large part 
of our enjoyment of one another or the reverse. We can encourage 
or repel according as our words are pleasant or rude. God has 
constituted us so. The world, in all its races, has declined from 
His standard in the matter, as in many other matters. The boor 
and the savage illustrates the repulsive extreme. There are all 
gradations upwards, though the "upwards" does not come very 
far up anywhere. 

Our words were intended as a plea for the best thing-the 
thing God has given us in the meekness and the gentleness of 
Christ. It is easier to be bluff than to be respectfully spoken. 
This is where the danger lies. It takes an effort to be "courteous 
to all men." It is a command that we make the effort, and to put 
down the old man who at bottom is a bad-mannered savage. Our 
contention, backed by experience, is, that sweet words help to 
create sweet:qess in both speaker and hearer, while the other sort 
only please the speaker, as the grunt of a pig may be supposed to 
gratify that particular creature. The honest and thorough-paced 
independence of the Colonials makes good material for the chisel 
of the truth, but it requires to be moulded into the right form 
before it is fit for the King's palace. In all which, of course, we 
are both agreed. 

An extract from a letter from brother Nash, of Stratford, 
will be interesting. He says-"I am thankful that our Heavenly 
Father has brought me into contact with such literature as I 
now enjoy. A few years ago, God's revealed truth was to me a 
profound mystery, and a source of deep anxiety. How often, in 
the past, have I asked myself-What am I? Whence came I? To 
what am I drifting? Do I, in reality, possess a never-dying soul? 
Ifl strike a beast a severe blow upon the head, it falls senseless 
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at my feet. If something strikes me on the head, I am brought to 
the same state. Where is thought gone to? How is this ifl possess 
a never-dying soul? I read Joseph Cook's 'Boston Lectures,' and 
many other theological works, but they left me in a worse position 
than before. Praise God, knowledge has now come to me. I stand 
now upon the rock. All things are new. It makes life a pleasure 
to be able to look forward to such a glorious reality as revealed 
by God's Holy Spirit." (To be continued, God willing) 

The Bond of Perfectness 
By BRO. G. V. GROWCOTI' 

(Continued) 

"No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, 
God dwelleth in us, and His love is perfected in us" (v. 12). 

Here is a powerful promise and incentive indeed! We cannot 
see God. He is unapproachable. But ifwe love one another, God 
dwells in us. He will draw near. He will make His comfort and 
His presence felt. He will work in us to will and to do of His good 
pleasure, and He will perfect His love in us, so that we are one 
with Him. 

Again the apostle repeats the glorious revelation and promise 
(v.16)-

"God is love, and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and 
God in him." 

Love is the meeting place, the sphere of communion and 
communication. 

"Herein"-(that is, in this way, through this divine bond)-"is 
our love made perfect, that we may have boldness-(that is-con
fidence, assurance, freedom from fear)-in the day of judgment, 
because as He is, so are we in this world" (v. 17). 

Are we, by this oneness of love, as He is in this world?-for 
that alone can be the ground of confidence. 

He has shown us clearly what HE is-God is LOVE-infinite 
love-an endless, inexhaustible fountain oflove, seeking to bring 
blessing wherever it flows. 

"There is no fear in love, but perfect love casteth out fear, be
cause fear hath torment" -(v. 18). 

"He that feareth is not made perfect in love." 
"Perfect love casteth out fear." Surely this is the deepest and 

most beautiful statement in all Scripture! 
The world lives in fear. Its whole framework is based on mu

tual fear. It has always been so, but especially today. The special 
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mark of the last days is-''.All men's hearts failing for fear." 
There exist today the two greatest human powers that the 

world has ever seen, and they live in mortal fear of each other. 
But fear goes deeper than international problems. Fear is 

at the root of all human life, and much of man's efforts and 
contrivance is motivated by it. 

Fear is a terrible, destroying thing. It is a weakness of the 
flesh that robs us of so much comfort and joy. How often the 
Scriptures remind us that all is in the all-powerful hand of God, 
and exhorts us to "Fear Not!"-

"Fear not, Abram." 
"Hagar, fear not!" 
"Moses said unto the people, Fear not!" (Ex. 20:20). 
"Fear not, neither be discouraged" (Deut. 1:21). 
"God will not fail thee; fear not, neither be dismayed" (Deut. 31:8). 
And so the endless chain of divine assurance could be ex-

tended throughout the Scriptures. Twelve times we find these 
words in Isaiah alone, as in chapter 43, verse 5-

"Fear not, for I am with thee!" 
The Psalms express the confidence of the godly man
"/ will fear no evil, for Thou art with me" (23:4). 
"God is our Refuge and Strength, a very present Help in 

trouble. Therefore will not we fear though the earth be removed" 
(46:1-2). 

And so throughout the New Testament also: "Fear not, Jo
seph,""Fear not, Mary,""Fear not, Simon,""Fear not, Paul." And 
the first words of the Son of Man similitude to John were (Rev. 
1:17), "Fear not." 

The Scriptures go right to the heart of the problem in declar
ing that the sacrifice of Jesus was to-

"Deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage" 
-the bondage and sorrow in which the creation groans. 

Sin and death are the root of all fear. But-
"Perfect love casteth out all fear. He that feareth is not made 

perfect in love." 
This is love's greatest beauty and blessing. Only God can 

bestow this glorious freedom from all fear and He will bestow 
it upon those, and those alone, who dedicate their lives to the 
love of Him and of their brethren. 

"We love, because he first loved us" (v. 19). 
All love must grow from the ever expanding realization of 

the glory of the infinite love of God-God's desire to draw near 
and to bestow good. 

"If a man say, I love God: and hateth his brother, he is a liar: 
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for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can 
he love God whom he hath not seen?" (v. 20). 

What is the point? Why cannot we love God ifwe do not love 
men? 

When we understand this, we understand the nature of true 
spiritual love. That love does not go out in limited beams, there 
is nothing limited about it-it is a universal irradiation. It is not 
a limited attribute-it must be the whole fibre of our character. 
If our love is not shining upon and blessing all who are close to 
us-all with whom we come in contact, how do we expect it to 
be real and strong enough to reach God? 

Furthermore, we have no direct contact with God. We can 
only manifest our professed love for Him by obedience to Him 
in relation to things that are close to us. 

'~nd this is the commandment we have from Him, that He 
who loveth God, love his brother also" (v. 21). 

By this, then, we shall stand or fall in the great day of judg
ment-by the extent to which we comprehend and manifest the 
beauty of divine love toward all, in all our daily relationships, 
and especially our ecclesial relationships. 

Ifwe are too small and selfish and touchy and self-centered 
to love all our brethren according to the divine pattern, we are 
of no use in the great, eternal purpose of God. For God IS love. 

Give Me Also Springs Of Water 
By BRO. E. F. IDGHAM, Sr. 

The conquest of the land of Canaan by the children of Israel 
affords many interesting and instructive lessons for the servants 
of God. But the preservation of these historical records has not 
been for the purpose of satisfying human curiosity. The Divine 
arrangement of these records has a far greater object-bringing 
many sons and daughters unto a manifestation of God's glory. 

Do we not find these incidents repeatedly recounted in the 
Psalms and throughout the prophets? This was in harmony with 
the Divine instruction through Moses that the manifestations 
of the Father's power should be continually told and retold to 
the generations to come. 

It was with the same basic thought that we find Stephen 
recapitulating Israel's history in his defense before the Council, 
as recorded in Acts 7. Again we find Paul reasoning mightily 
along the same line in the synagogue at Antioch in Asia Minor 
(Acts 13). Certainly the preservation of these records to our times 
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must be with a similar object of preparing a people for God. 
Joshua 14 draws to our attention Caleb, who faithfully served 

God under the direction of Moses through the forty-year wilder
ness wandering. We have seen this man enter the promised land 
under Joshua, and declare with courage-

"/ am as strong this day as I was in the day that Moses sent 
me. As my strength was then so is my strength now, for war, both 
to go out and come in" (Josh. 14:11). 

Caleb, when he was sent as one of twelve spies, had sought 
out the cave of Macpelah, the resting place of the fathers of 
faith-Abraham, Isaac and Jacob-situated as it was at the city 
of Hebron. This illustrates his relationship to the same hope 
which carried Abraham through the trials of his long pilgrimage 
as a wanderer in the land. It was this same hope which directed 
Caleb's feet through forty-five years of patience and endurance. 

But the coming into the land of promise was not the realiza
tion of the hope. It was but a type of the fuller and greater events 
which lead to the hope yet to be realized for all the faithful. For, 
as Paul reasoned when writing to the Hebrews (quoting from 
David's words in Psa. 95)-

"Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts. For 
if Joshua had given them rest, then would God not afterward 
have spoken of another day. 

"There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. For he 
that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own 
works, as God did from His" (Heb. 4:7-10). 

Caleb found th!lt he did not cease from his labors. He was still 
in the six day period of human effort. The seventh day sabbath of 
rest, typified in the Creation when God rested, was the hope yet 
in the future for Caleb and all the righteous whom he typified. 

Thus when Caleb came to Hebron he found the Anakims, the 
giants, in possession. Again his trust in God shines forth, and 
that bold stand before the wailing multitude forty-five years 
previously, is given opportunity of execution. 

"If so be the Lord will be with me, then I shall be able to drive 
them out, as the Lord said" (Josh. 14:12). 

Therefore we read-"Caleb drove thence the three sons of 
Anak, Shesha~ andAhiman, and Talma~ the children of Anak." 

* * * 
We are told that the name of Hebron before the conquest was 

Kirjath-Arba. Kirjath means "city;" Arba means "four." Hereby 
our minds are carried to the kingdoms of men-to the four world 
empires which were illustrated to the king of Babylon (Dan. 2). 
The prophet Daniel explained to the king the destiny of these 
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four universal dominions-how a little stone strikes the image 
on the feet and grows into a great mountain which fills the whole 
earth. This great mountain is the Kingdom which God will set 
up through Jesus Christ, which shall never be destroyed. 

Hebron, the new name, means "unity," or "oneness." One em
pire lasting forever in place of the four; a united people, having 
one pure language and religion, rather than the condition which 
has confused the divided world since the Tower of Babel. 

The significance and importance of Caleb taking Kirjath-Arba, 
the four-fold city, and changing its name to Hebron, the city of 
unity is striking. This will be effected by the antitypical Caleb of 
the tribe of Judah, together with the elect of all ages who have 
possessed the same faith as Caleb and who have put it into 
active manifestation. The conquest of the world can only come 
by faith in God, developed through trial and tribulation. It will 
never come by human force. 

* * * 
We find Caleb turning his attention from the conquest of 

Hebron to another city of the giants in close proximity-
''And he went up thence to the inhabitants of Debir: and the 

name of Debir before was Kirjath-Sepher" (Josh. 15:15). 
Why are we given these little pieces of apparently meaningless 

information? Certainly, for our guidance and instruction. These 
enactments portray in miniature the whole plan of redemption. 
This theme runs as a thread from page to page, and from word 
to word, throughout the Scriptures. They are intended to impress 
us with man's inability to save himself, of the necessity of Divine 
aid for man's ultimate salvation. 

''And Caleb said, He that smiteth Kirjath-Sepher, and taketh 
it, to him will I give Achsah my daughter to wife" (Josh. 15:16). 

We see a picture here of a city walled up, gates closed against 
attack; and its inhabitants, giants-thus presenting a formidable 
obstacle for an aggressor. As the unfaithful spies had declared

"The people be strong that dwell in the land and the cities are 
walled, and very great: and moreover we saw the children of Anak 
there" (Num. 13:28). 

But Caleb had stilled the people before Moses, and had said
"Let us go up at once, and possess it, for we are well able to 

overcome it" (v. 29). 
Caleb did not deny the greatness of the task, but he realized, 

as few of his time or of any time have done, that there is a higher 
power than the nations of the earth. He recognized a power avail
able to the servants of God to the overcoming of the power of sin. 
He admitted the provision of a way provided by God, as Paul said-

''Who shall deliver me from the body of this death? I thank 
380 Berean 2017 



God through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. 7:24 25). 
Kirjath-Sepher means "city of the scroll." And when in our 

reading Caleb comes to it, it is sealed up -closed against the 
righteous army who seek to enter. To natural Israel the way 
into the land was sealed up. While fear was in their hearts they 
could not prevail against the giants. But with the attitude of 
confidence, faith and trust in God, the way was opened. Even 
with faith in God there still had to be the provision of Divine 
deliverance. Man, even though possessing faith in God, could 
not overcome and smite the enemy, sin, without Divine aid. 

To this Divine provision the righteous have looked through the 
centuries, have wept and cried unto God to provide that which 
man could not. The whole purpose of God has hinged upon the 
coming of One provided by the Father as a way to life. This is 
illustrated in Rev. 5 where we are shown in symbol the purpose 
of God as a scroll rolled up and sealed with seven seals, and no 
man was found worthy to open the scroll or unloose the seals. 

John is then portrayed as weeping because none had attained 
to this honor; and he is a type of all the righteous crying unto God 
for the accomplishment of the purpose. This attitude of prayer to 
God tells us that God is moved by His children's entreaties-"The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much." The 
result of the cloud of incense, or prayer, rising to the throne of 
grace is shown as having the desired effect. 

"One of the elders saith unto me, Weep not; behold, the Lion 
of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open 
the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof' (Rev. 5:5). 

Thus we see that natural Israel could not enter into the pos
session of the promised land until this city of the scroll had been 
opened and its seals unloosed. The bearing of the name Kirjath
Sepher attains new significance and carries the mind to the great 
task of opening the gates of the enemy city and "possessing the 
gates of the enemy." This was part of the promise to Abraham 
which was to be affected through his righteous seed-

"Thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in thy seed 
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because thou hast 
obeyed My voice" (Gen. 22:17 18). 

A righteous seed or man is required and from among the sons 
of men none measured up to the pattem-"There is no man that 
doeth good and sinneth not." But as saith the Psalmist-

"His right hand and His holy arm hath gotten Him the victory. 
The Lord hath made known His salvation" (Psa. 98:1 2). 

Typically He made known His salvation in these historical 
incidents. Actually, they were manifested in Jesus Christ. To 
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carry the harmony of the type and to teach the faithful that 
salvation was of God, the right man is provided at the right 
time. In answer to Caleb's challenge concerning Kirjath-Sepher 
weread-

"Othniel, the Son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, took it." 
We find that the name Othniel means "the power, force, or 

might of God." In the antitype, the overcoming of sin and pos
session of power to open the seals of the book, or the purpose 
of God, was by the Power of the Almighty manifested in Jesus 
Christ. Isaiah (ch. 9) speaks of this affinity of Jesus to the Father 
and-referring to the work he will accomplish in the execution 
of God's will, addresses Jesus as-

"The Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peace." 

These phrases do not teach the doctrine of the Trinity, but 
outline the way in which God was and will be manifested in His 
Son Jesus, in bringing many people to the glory of God. 

* * * 
Othniel appears to have manifested the same courage and 

confidence as we have already noted in Caleb. We note that 
he too was of that tribe of Judah from which our Lord sprang, 
again placing him as a fitting type of him who was to come in 
the fullness of Divine power. But the name was borne in worthi
ness. Othniel was either born during the rigors of hard bondage 
in Egypt (which is likely), or during the forty years wilderness 
wanderings. If the former, again we see the lesson-

"Out of Egypt have I called My Son" 
-which has its Divine significance in Jesus being one with his 
brethren, and our call from the power of sin. Othniel would be 
under twenty years of age when Israel turned back at Kadesh
Barnea because of the evil report of the spies. He would stand 
with his relative Caleb, much older, against the anger of a frus
trated mob. He too, with Caleb, would endure the forty years in 
patience and trust. 

As such he became a symbol of all those who would live godly. 
The incidents are a clear witness of the reward in store for all 
who endure faithfully to the end. As Othniel trusted and waited 
on God, he was given strength to overcome the enemy. So, we 
read-

"He that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to 
him will I give power over the nations" (Rev. 2:26). 

Four times this expression "He that overcometh" is used in 
the messages to the Ecclesias in the Revelation-"He that over
cometh shall be clothed in white raiment" (3:5)-a symbol of the 
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righteousness of the saints, and that covering righteousness of 
our Elder brother. 

"He that overcometh I will make a pillar in the temple of my 
God"-a support for that glorious spiritual temple whose mate
rials are even now being drawn from the nations. 

"He that overcometh I will grant to sit with me in my throne, as 
I also overcame and am set down with my Father in His throne." 

Such is the honored position to be conferred upon all who 
follow in the steps of the Master-who, as Othniel, approach with 
courage the conflict with the city of Giants, and unloose the seals 
of the scroll. They thus become constituents of the Multitudinous 
Christ, working out the purpose of God in overcoming the world 
of sin. They become thereby sons and daughters of God-

"Whosoever is born of God overcometh the world; and this is 
the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he 
that overcometh the world but he that believeth that Jesus is the 
Son of God?" (1 Jn. 5:4 5). 

* * * 
The reward to the victor in the conquest ofKirjath-Sepher was 

to be Caleb's daughter, Achsah, for wife. Our minds are conveyed 
to the relationship existent between Christ and the faithful. He 
is the bridegroom; they are the bride. They become his after the 
successful probationary career. Othniel and Christ are type and 
anti type of the successful conflict against the city of sin. 

But the bride has to make herself ready. She has been chosen 
and promised to the bridegroom, but before the marriage there 
must be that development of the inward adornment of a beautiful 
character, the humble, contrite spirit-in God's sight of great 
price. 

The nameAchsah means "an ornament," particularly around 
the feet-the basic idea being a binding around the feet-an 
anklet. We think of that beautiful picture of Mary anointing the 
feet of Jesus with the precious ointment, and wiping them with 
the hair of her head. It is recorded that-

"The house was filled with the odour of the ointment" (Jn. 
12:3). 

Certainly Mary's humble attitude made her a beautiful or
nament around the Master's feet. Her ways are related to the 
path followed by the Master. We recall it was recorded of Mary, 
she-"also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his word" (Lk. 10:39). 

The faithful, promised bride will always be found at the Mas
ter's feet, performing works commanded by Jesus-"Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren ye 
have done it unto me." What a beautiful thought! How easy it 
makes it to do things for Jesus! Such become bound to the feet of 
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Jesus as a beautiful ornament and their works will cause God's 
spiritual house to be filled with the odor of the service. 

Peter tells us that the beautification of the bride shall not 
be with outward show and display, but, said he-''.All of you be 
clothed with humility" (l Pet. 5:5). 

''Whose adorning ... let it be the hidden man of the heart, in 
that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and 
quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price" (l Pet. 
3:3-4). 

The association of brethren and sisters, fearing the Lord, 
speaking often one to another of Divine things, is pleasing to 
God, and He causes a book of remembrance to be kept of those 
who think upon His Name (Mal. 3: 16). And Malachi continues-

"They shall be Mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in that day when 
I make up My jewels." 

They shall be for beautiful ornaments to adorn the heavenly 
Jerusalem which descendeth out of heaven from God. 

As Achsah came unto Othniel the saviour, she requested that 
he ask ofher father a field. She asked her bridegroom to intercede 
on her behalf for a blessing from her father. Again, we see the 
association of Jesus, now at God's right hand, pleading the cause 
of his brethren and sisters. Did he not instruct the faithful to 
approach the Father through him and their requests would be 
granted? 

"Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my Name, He will give 
it to you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my Name. Ask and 
ye shall receive, that your joy may be full" (Jn. 16:23 24). 

The righteous and holy Father, ever attentive to the needs of 
His children, is shown in our parable as asking, "What wouldest 
thou?" (Josh. 15:18). To whichAchsah replied-

"Give me a blessing; for thou hast given me a south land." 
The word for "south" in the Hebrew is Negev. It is frequently 

in the news these days when we read of the remarkable rebirth 
oflsrael in their own land, the operation of God's hand as foretold 
by the prophets. It is the scene of the border clashes between 
Israel and Egypt which keep the eyes of all nations focused upon 
the Middle East, as the danger spot of the world. 

But our interest is in the root meaning of Negev, which sig
nifies "dry or barren." It appears that Achsah had a portion of 
the Negev as her possession. Is this not the portion or lot of all 
those who will live godly, during their probationary walk? It is 
expressed by the Psalmist-

"O God, Thou art my God; early will I seek Thee, my soul 
thirsteth for Thee, my flesh longeth for Thee in a dry and thirsty 
land, where no water is" (Psa. 63:1). 
384 Berean 2017 



Achsah typified in her estate the children of God beseeching 
Him to look upon their affliction and trouble, to suit a blessing 
unto their needs. They are as though dwelling in the wilderness, 
which was typified by the forty years wandering of Israel from 
Egypt to Canaan. Without this period of trial and preparation the 
elect of God are not refined and prepared to meet the bridegroom 
when he comes. 

The petition "Give me also springs of water" (Josh. 15:19) on 
the part of the bride Achsah was for a blessing of water-the 
life-giving fluid so necessary for existence in dry parched lands. 
For spiritual existence, also the water of life is absolutely nec
essary. Springs or fountains are a type of permanent spiritual 
blessings, that source of strength which never runs dry. They 
speak to us of God's unchangeable Word and the resultant bless
ings to those who draw water therefrom. 

"Give me this water, that I thirst not"-said the Samaritan 
woman to Jesus. Jesus had said-

"Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall 
never thirst, but the water that I shall give him shall be in him 
a well of water springing up into everlasting life" (Jn. 4:14). 

* * * 
''.And Caleb gave her the upper springs and the nether springs." 
The words "upper" and "nether" convey the thought of the 

blessings of heaven and earth. This is the promised blessing for 
all those that seek first the glory of God, who are of a humble 
and contrite spirit, and who tremble at His Word. It was com
prehended in the blessing of Jacob (Gen. 27:28)-"God give thee 
of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth." 

Jacob incorporated the same thought when blessing Joseph
"The Almighty shall bless thee with blessings of heaven above, 
blessings of the deep that lieth under" (Gen. 49:25). 

This blessing was reiterated by Moses just before he died
"Blessed of the Lord be His land, for the precious things of 
heaven, for the dew, and for the deep that coucheth beneath." 

These blessings are of an everlasting nature. They form the 
everlasting promise of the possession of the earth, when the 
Creator shall remove the curse and cause righteousness to spring 
forth-

"When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and 
their tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear them, I the God 
of Israel will not forsake them. 

"I will open rivers in high places, and fountains in the midst 
of the valleys: I will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the 
dry land springs of water" (Isa. 41:17-18). 

But the blessing of those who are chosen to live and reign 
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with Christ are more inclusive than the natural blessings of the 
earth. They shall be, as Paul says-

"Raised up together, and made to sit together in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the 
exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through 
Christ Jesus." 

Even now we enjoy the comfort of the Gospel, not available 
for those to whom God's purpose is unknown; the assurance of 
Divine protection; the knowledge that all events are controlled 
and regulated around the calling of a people to the Lord. But the 
greatness of the blessings of the upper springs will be revealed 
to the glory of God, for-

"Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, the things which God hath 
in store for them that love Him." 

Upon him that "overcometh" will the reward be bestowed
"! will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the wa

ter of life freely. HE THAT OVERCOMETH SHALL INHERIT 
ALL THINGS." 

We recall that at the death of Jesus the veil of the Temple 
was rent in twain (Lk. 23:45). Paul tells us that while this veil 
(which signified the flesh of Jesus) stood uncleansed, the way 
into the inner sanctuary was not open. 

But through Jesus' death the way has been opened, the veil 
rent in twain, which as Paul says gives us-

"Boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a 
new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through 
the veil, that is to say, his flesh" (Heb. 10:19-20). 

We see then the marriage of Jesus with the bride-typified 
by Othniel and Achsah, by the opening up of the scroll in its 
entirety in the overcoming of the city Kirjath-Sepher and the 
changing of its name to Debir. 

There is a beautiful figure in the name Debir. It is from the 
root dabar, the Hebrew word for "word" corresponding with logos 
in the Greek, the word, the purpose. 

In its form Debir it means the "oracle" or "place of speaking." 
It is the word translated "oracle" as applied to the Most Holy 
Place-the dwelling place of the Ark and the Cherubim where 
the glory of God rested-

"Within the oracle (debir) he made two cherubim" (1 Kgs. 
6:23). 

Having therefore this "boldness"-this fearless loving con
fidence in God's glorious promises, let us draw near unto 
Him-unto His Debir-His Holy Place-the place of His 
Word-with full assurance of faith, to close association with 
God and His Son Jesus Christ. -Berean, 1955 
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Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy 
THE SYRIAN WAR 

After six and a half years of war, al Assad's enemies are 
scurrying back to him. Insurgents with the combined backing 
of the United States, the United Kingdom, France, Turkey, 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar and lesser powers failed to dislodge him. 
Al Assad's tenacity has forced his enemies to recognize that he 
is not going away. Washington has stopped demanding regime 
change, as President Barack Obama and Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton did. 

"No one is able to say, 'Sorry, I was wrong,"' explained a West
ern source close to secret discussions between al Assad and the 
West. "French diplomats ask me how to get out of this." 

The Egyptians, who initially supported the rebellion against the 
Syrian president, now support him. The Iraqis, America's allies 
in the war against the Islamic State, have sent him military aid. 

"They (the insurgents) failed to bring down the regime," ex
plained one Syrian security expert.-Stratfor, 10 I 17 

Now, this situation in Syria is of great interest to those who view 
world events through the eye of faith. According to authori
ties, this war has displaced over 11 million individuals, with 
5 million of these seeking refuge in other countries. This is 
out of an original population of about 22 million. 

For the media and the pundits and the political observers, 
it is astounding that a war of this magnitude, that involved 
so many nations, should not have displaced the sitting gov
ernment of al Assad. It appears that when the dust ·finally 
settles, the mass exodus of Syrians, now resettling. within 
countries ranging from Australia to Iraq to all of Europe and 
North America, will have made no difference to the political 
situation in Syria. Only the buildings have fallen. 

But the war has had far more reaching consequences. The 
events in Syria have revealed that the Western and Europe
an powers no longer have the resolve or political means to 
exert their will over other nations, as they did in the days 
after WWII. Their power and influence have been revealed 
to be a mere shadow of what it was decades ago. The West 
is no longer in the driver's seat, and can only bluster and 
draw lines and shake a disapproving finger while it ,deals 
in a state of semi-paralysis with 'humanitarian crises' and 
refugee camps on its borders, with social and economic up
heaval foisted upon them by the goings-on in Syria. 

This is wonderful. It gives us a background to the coming 
defiant but ineffective response of the lions ofTarshish when 
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Russia turns its attention toward Israel-'11rl thou come to take 
a spoil?"Despite their posturing, the West will be powerless to 
stop the gains of the King of the North and his vast host. 

Thus, while the West has been shown to be ineffective when 
faced with trouble in the Middle East (long gone are the days of 
U.S.President G. H. W. Bush and Iraq), another power has devel
oped its skills and military presence in exponential fashion
RUSSIA'S GAIN 

Russia's intervention in the Syrian civil war from 2015 onward 
was partly driven by Moscow's desire to protect its historical 
position in the country. Beyond that, however, Russia sought 
to enhance its influence and leverage in the wider Middle East, 
especially in broader talks with the United States. But there is 
an aspect of Russia's involvement in the campaign that is often 
overlooked: The conflict in Syria has been the ultimate testing 
ground for Russian troops, equipment and combat capabilities. 

The Syrian civil war differs from other conflicts Russia has en
tered since the end of the Cold War. Unlike the wars in Chechnya, 
Georgia and the Donbas region of Ukraine, the Syrian conflict 
is neither within nor adjacent to Russian territory. Therefore, 
Russia's intervention in Syria depended on its ability to project 
military force over considerable distances. With no land route 
available, Russia relied on airlifts and its maritime transport 
capacity to bring its troops to Syria and then to sustain them 
over a long period of combat operations. Despite facing consid
erable hurdles, Moscow proved its ability to logistically sustain 
a military force in combat operations far from home. 

Russia's previous post-Cold War conflicts largely took place 
in regions with relatively familiar cultural, linguistic and socio
logical characteristics. Not so the intervention in Syria. It was 
a foray into a distinctly foreign land that required the Russian 
military to prioritize its ability to communicate, assimilate and 
partner with Syrian government forces. The Russians succeeded 
in being accepted by the Syrian military as critical advisers and 
partners. Indeed, after the battlefield death of Lt.-Gen. Valery 
Asapov, the Russian military said that Asapov not only was an 
adviser for Syrian government forces but was also integrated 
into the Syrian military's chain of command as the commander 
of its Fifth Corps. 

Beyond logistics and command, the Syrian conflict presented 
a major test for Russia's combat aviation. The air war in Syria is 
notably complex, involving constant close air support and ground 
attack missions in a crowded airspace where numerous air forces, 
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including those of the U.S.-led coalition, are simultaneously 
conducting operations. Beyond dealing with complexity, the 
Russian air experience in Syria faced other problems. Russian 
airstrikes caused widespread civilian casualties, friendly fire 
incidents occurred, and exposure to hostile fire and technical 
issues led to losses of Russian aircraft. But regardless of the 
pitfalls, the Syrian conflict gave Russian air forces valuable 
combat experience. 

Syria was also a major testing ground for new Russian weap
onry and tactics. Russia entered the war in Syria in the wake of 
a major modernization of its military, and more than 160 new 
types of weapons systems were tested in Syria. Moscow's forces 
employed new sea- and air-launched land-attack cruise missiles, 
deployed new types of air defense systems and battlefield drones, 
and extensively relied on next-generation electronic warfare 
systems. The campaign also accounted for the most widespread 
use of precision-guided munitions in Russian history. Moscow 
also hasn't been shy about touting the usefulness of the conflict 
in highlighting deficiencies in equipment for further improve
ment.-Stratfor 10/ 17 

We see something else in the above commentary-Russia 
has been integrated into the Syrian military's chain of com
mand. Are we out of line to suppose, then, that to all intents 
and purposes, Russia has effectively seized and subjugated 
a greatly weakened Syria? 

The Russian air force has recently deployed to Syria four of 
its most highly advanced early warning and control aircraft, 
the Beriev A-50 SRDLO ("Mainstay"), which is rated the most 
sophisticated AWACS in operation. Four are now installed in 
the hangars of the Russian Khmeimim Air Base in Syria's 
Latakia province. 

The plane's Shmei-M radar is capable of pinpointing targets 
across a distance of600km. While in flight, it covers all parts 
of Israel and can detect every aerial and military movement. 

Moscow has deployed the A-50 in support of the unification 
of Russian and Syria air defense systems. Henceforth, both 
their air defense systems will be controlled from a single 
command center at the Khmeimim air base, with the B-50 
living up to its name as operational mainstay. 

The Russian and Syrian air defenses will no longer need to 
swap information in the event of a US or Israeli air or missile 
attack over Syria before coordinating their operations. All 
incoming information will be channeled to the Russian joint 
command, which will determine how to respond and manage 
any combat which may result. 
Berean 2017 389 



This development limits the freedom enjoyed by the US and 
Israeli air and naval forces over Syria and in the eastern Med
iterranean and makes their operations far more hazardous. 

These days, America would find it hard to repeat the Toma
hawk cruise missile attack President Donald Trump ordered on 
April 4 in reprisal for the Syrian army's use of poison chemicals 
against civilians. That massive assault knocked out Syria's 
Sharyat air base and a large part of its air force. 

Israel will likewise not have an easy ride for another air 
strike like the one conducted on May 17 against an Iranian 
arms shipment for Hezbollah near Damascus. Then, Syria 
tried for the first time to down the Israeli bomber-fighters 
with anti-air fire. It failed, but only because Israel was forced 
to send an Arrow missile into its first operation to prevent 
Syrian missiles from hitting the returning warplanes over 
Israeli territory. In future, Israel will have to adjust its tactics 
to the powerfully enhanced Russian-Syrian defenses. 

The newly arrivedA-50 also enables the Russian command 
in Syria to keep a controlling eye on the de-escalation zones 
going up in Syria, including the one taking shape on Syria's 
southwestern border opposite the Israeli Golan.-Debka, 8 I 17 
QUIETLY ADVANCING ON TURKEY 

The control of Syria puts Russia not only within easy 
striking distance of Israel (let us recall, however, that other 
military developments must occur before the stone made 
without hands strikes the assembled feet of Nebuchadnez
zar's Image)-but it also puts Russia directly below and adja
cent to Turkey. This in itself is a significant development, as 
Russia must also put on the mantle of the old Dragon power 
by seizing Constantinople (Istanbul). 

Note how Russia now has a new sea-based seat of military 
operations in Crimea that can be directed against Constanti
nople, and a new air-based seat of operations in Syria. What 
about a new land-based military station that reaches within 
striking distance of Turkey? 

It seems they are positioning to build one-
Ukrainian military observers have claimed that the number 

of Russian tanks and heavy armaments spotted in the east 
of Ukraine has increased tenfold since fighting began in the 
region in 2014. 

Moscow has long denied a military presence in two 
Ukrainian regions close to its border, Donetsk and Luhansk, 
where uprisings following the ousting of Ukraine's pro-Rus
sian President Viktor Yanukovych three years ago quickly 
descended into war between pro-Russian separatists and the 
Ukrainian army. 

Since fighting erupted in July 2014, the number of Russian 
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tanks spotted by Ukrainian observers in Donetsk and Luhansk 
numbered 30, Ukraine's Media Crisis Center reported. Three 
years later, this figure has increased 20 times to 680. 

The number of multiple rocket launchers increased more 
than tenfold, according to figures from the center's research, 
from 110 to 1,170 in the space of the last three years. 

Armored fighting vehicles increased almost exactly tenfold, 
from 124 to 1,250 as did anti-aircraft weapons, from 50 to 
550.-Newsweek, 10/ 17 
NOT JUST TURKEY AT RISK 

Enlarging our view, let's consider the overall picture. From 
Crimea, Russia can project sea-power not only against Istan
bul and Turkey (Togarmah), but down into the Mediterranean 
and all the coastal territories of the old Roman Empire/Beast 
of the Sea. 

From Syria, Russia can project power not only into the 
Mediterranean, including Greece (brass) and Rome (iron), 
but also directly against the old throne of Babylon (gold) in 
Iraq and the Iranian seat of the Medo-Persian Empire (silver). 

From Ukraine, Russia can advance not only into the 
northern elements of the Beast of the Sea (middle Europe), 
but into that of the Two-horned Beast of the Earth (northern 
Europe including Austria, Germany) and the lands of Magog 
(Germany), Gomer (France), as well, 
THE RUSSIAN BEAR AGAINST THE TARSHISH LIONS 

Returning to the young lions of Tarshish, we continue to 
see the polarization we expect between the powers that will 
constitute the King of the North and those that will constitute 
the King of the South. The situation in Syria is intensifying 
this schism-

Tensions flared between the United States and Russia, with 
Moscow's top generals and diplomats insisting that Washington 
is siding with terrorist groups in Syria to attack Russian soldiers 
and their allies. Russia's defense minister, Army General Sergei 
Shoigu, reportedly canceled a visit to Belarus (September 20), on 
the last day of the Zapad 2017 military exercise, because of the 
acute crisis in Syria (per Kommersant, September 21). 

The main goals of Russia's air bombing campaign over Syria 
have been to defeat and force into submission the Syrian oppo
sition, restore land corridors between different provinces, and 
allow Bashar al-Assad's government to retake control of major 
cities, like Aleppo in the north. 

The oil- and natural gas-rich province of Deir el-Zour, which 
borders Iraq, is a prime prize: Oil and gas revenue could prop up 
al-Assad's government and somewhat ease the financial burden 
on Moscow and Tehran, which have been sustaining the regime 
in Damascus with money, troops and a constant flow of supplies. 

Clearing out the IS and taking over the entire province of 
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Deir el-Zour is seen in Moscow as an essential step on the way to 
full victory-restoring President al-Assad's rule over the entire 
country. 

After the initial breakthrough, pro-al-Assad forces fought to 
expand their control and fully oust IS fighters. At the same time, 
US-backed SDF militias moved into parts of Deir el-Zour city and 
province, on the northern banks of the Euphrates. Apparently, 
the Russian generals were infuriated by what they presumed was 
Washington trying to steal their hard-won victory. On September 
7, a "military-diplomatic source" told RIA Novosti, "The US and 
the coalition it leads are actively supporting [the Islamic State] 
in Deir el-Zour and other parts of Syria." The US-led coalition 
rejected the charge. 

A high-ranking US diplomat [said] that US and Russian mil
itary authorities apparently reached a tentative understanding 
regarding the separation of zones of responsibilities in fighting the 
Islamic State in northern Syria to avoid clashes. The US and its 
allies will operate north of the Euphrates River, while Russia and 
its allies-to the south. But on September 18, pro-al-Assad forces 
crossed the Euphrates at Deir el-Zour. An extended bridgehead 
was established and a pontoon crossing established, apparently 
violating the de-confliction understanding with Washington (ln
terfax, September 18). 

It seems, the scramble to cross the Euphrates did not fully 
pay off. The SDF :fighters, together with US Special Forces, were 
already there. Washington and Moscow and their proxies in Syria 
were on a collision course. 

On September 21, the deputy chief of the General Staff and 
chief of the Main Operational Directorate, Colonel General Sergei 
Rudskoy, accused "the US intelligence services" of organizing 
an attack by former al-Nusra "terrorists" near Hama, in central 
Syria, on pro-al-Assad forces and a Russian military police com
pany that was policing a newly established "de-escalation" zone. 
According to Rudskoy, the main aim of this US-organized attack 
was to undermine the successful offensive in Deir el-Zour. The 
Pentagon rejected the accusation (Kommersant, September 21). 

The same day, defense ministry spokesman Major General Igor 
Konashenkov accused the SDF and its US Special Forces compan
ions offiring on al-Assad forces in Deir el-Zour. He threatened the 
Russian military may "wipe out" the SDF and US commandos if 
such attacks continue. The US-led coalition, meanwhile, accused 
the Russians of bombing the SDF. Both sides denied the other's 
charges (RIA Novosti, September 21). The Russian defense min
istry published drone photos allegedly proving the SDF and US 
Special Forces had joined up with the Islamic State in Deir el-Zour 
(RIA Novosti, September 25). On September 23, a top Russian 
military advisor, Lieutenant General Valery Asapov, was reported 
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killed in Deir el-Zour by mortar fire, together with two Russian 
colonels (Kommersant, September 25). Deputy Foreign Minister 
Sergei Ryabkov blamed ''American double-dealing" for Asapov's 
death and also predicted the US would finance anti-government 
protests in Russia in the run up to presidential elections next 
March (RIA Novosti, lnterfax, September 25). 

Washington and Moscow seemed on the verge of a direct mil
itary clash, but apparently took a step back following contacts 
through military channels. Still tensions continue to simmer. 
Washington and Moscow are becoming ever more deeply engaged 
in a worldwide zero-sum game, with no letup in sight. 

-Jamestown Foundation, 9/ 17 
In conclusion, Dr. Thomas wrote for our consideration 

and exhortation-
''The future movements of Russia are notable signs of the 

times, because they are predicted in the Scriptures of Truth. 
The Russian Autocracy in its plenitude, and on the verge of 
dissolution, is the Image of Nebuchadnezzar standing upon 
the Mountains of Israel, ready to be smitten by the Stone. 
When Russia makes its grand move for the building-up of its 
Image-empire then let the reader know that the end of all 
things, as at present constituted, is at hand. The long-expect
ed, but stealthy, advent of the King of Israel will be on the 
eve of becoming a fact; and salvation will be to those who not 
only looked for it, but have trimmed their lamps by believing 
the gospel of the kingdom unto the obedience of faith, and 
the perfection thereof in "fruits meet for repentance" (Elpis 
Israel, Preface, p. xx).-T.D.C. 

One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Continued from page 396 
already attained. Stagnation means going back; activity going on. 
In a commercial sense, it would doubtless be better to rest con
tented with the books of the past, which rarely gets cleared out 
for a long time to come. But it is not possible (without unfaith
fulness) to serve the Truth on purely commercial principles. 
We have never done so, and we never shall, while we keep our 
senses (which we are under no fear oflosing). On the whole the 
policy works well. "There is that scattereth and yet increaseth". 

* * * 
AGAIN this month reference was made to the recent moving of the Christa-
delphian office. This time in the magazine a picture was included to show 
the brethren and sisters, who had sent in freewill contributions towards the 
setting up of the office, what the new building looked like. The following 
interesting write-up was made in relation to this picture-

We have received contributions, which are gratefully accepted 
as a token and act of fellowship in the public testimony of the 
Truth. It is the least we can do in acknowledgment of this 
unexpected liberality of cooperation, to show these brethren 
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what it is they have helped us to do. They cannot come to 
Birmingham (many of them), but here is a picture that can go 
to them. The building is a new one. We did not know it was so 
fine an affair until we had been in for some time. It was the 
vacancy of the place, and its internal suitability for the printer 
(and afterwards for us), that drew us thither. The five windows 
over the shop (above Mr. Hammond's sign), are the windows 
of the two rooms occupied, one by the Editor (to the left two 
windows), and the other (to be) by bro. Ashcroft (3 windows), 
and also suitable for small special meetings. We did not like 
being turned out of the old Athenaeum; but now we have lost 
all regret as the new premises are so much more suitable for the 
purposes of the Truth every way. The picture then, is a correct 
representation of the Athenaeum Buildings, Edmund Street. 

* * * 
UNDER an article entitled "The Finger Post Distribution," we quote the 
following enlightening efforts made by diligent believers-

Several ecclesias are adopting a methodical monthly distribu
tion. It is a work that will only be persevered in by those who 
work from a sense of duty, without impatience for results. The 
results come indirectly and after a long time. There are several 
now in the Truth who owe their first contact to the Finger Post 
distribution. A man receiving one may take no notice; and even 
the second and third time may toss it aside: but when he finds 
them coming regularly, month after month, there is a strong 
likelihood, ifhe have any mentality at all, that he will begin to 
ask what it means. On many, no effect at all will be produced: 
but these many have to be operated on to get at the one. And as 
regards the many, the labor is not in vain: for it is part of the 
duty that Christ requires at our hand that the Truth be spoken 
of to the world "for a testimony against them." 
The doing of the work is disagreeable. It is humbling to the 
natural man. This is doubtless a recommendation. It supplies 
an occasion and form of active service which not only tends to 
the exhibition of the light to the surrounding darkness, but 
which imparts to a brother or sister the satisfaction of having 
done something for Christ's sake, which perhaps they could not 
do in any other way. It opens out their own hearts and souls to 
further and higher effort, and helps them to commit themselves 
more entirely, and identify themselves more completely with 
the work of God in the present evil world. 
We never know what may come out of a patient and dutiful 
perseverance in any form of well-doing. Suppose the distribu
tion of Finger Posts produces no friendly results, it may produce 
unfriendly results, and this is better than stagnation. When 
people begin to oppose the Truth, there is hope for somebody. 

{These comments are quite interesting and well worth our consideration in 
these last days of man's rule on earth. Could we not all be doing much more 
then we are today? The answer is certainly, yes. So, with the work before 
us, let us not sit and stagnate but continue ever forward, performing OUR 
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duty in the sight of God. As bro. Roberts further indicates, it will raise the 
heart and soul to a higher level, and will most definitely help us to identify 
more closely to the will and purpose of God. Activity is always good, for 
the more involved we are, the less time we have for those things which are 
unnecessary and unseemly. Today is the day God has given us to work in 
His vineyard. Let us rise up and build!) 

* * * 
CONTINUING with the constant development of events pertaining to the 
movement of the nations, as God's purpose was unfolding, bro. Roberts 
mentions further progression on the world stage-

The situation resulting from the triumph of British arms in 
Egypt, has not yet become distinctly defined, probably to no one. 
The one thing quite clear, is, that England is in Egypt; the next 
clearest is, that she cannot get out if she wanted. 
The Egyptian situation is entirely satisfactory from a prophetic 
point of view, and this is the only point of view worth consider
ing in these pages. The aims and intentions of the politicians, 
whether British, Russian, Turkish, or any other, are merely 
currents in the drift of Providence. They do not control the 
stream, but merely indicate it-and not always that. Sometimes 
the purpose of God, after using human purposes, up to a certain 
point, takes the direction of events away in a totally different 
quarter. It is however, satisfactory when the moods of men are 
visibly in the direction of the revealed purpose. We know that 
the revealed purpose in this case is to gradually undermine the 
Turkish Empire, and finally throw its lingering remnant into 
the dust before the hosts of the conquering North. 

* * * 
DIFFERENT Bible Lectures -

"Paul and the Old Testament" 
"Jerusalem's Fall and Future" 
"Christ's Kingdom Scripturally Defined" 
'The Conditions Necessary to the Attainment ofLife and Happiness" 

October Answers- "Righteous" 
1. Rehearse 
2.Glad 
3. Israel 
4.Knoweth 
5. Trieth 
6. Rejoice 
7.Eyes 
8.Mercy 
9.Forsaken 

10. Land 
11. Compassion 
12. Judgments 
13. Thanks 
14. Labor 
15. Feed 
16.Branch 
17. Evil 
18. Nation 
19. Considereth 
20. Bold 
Berean 2017 

21. Scarcely 
22. Giveth 
23. Studieth 
24. Death 
25. Hateth 
26. Thoughts 
27. Recompensed 
28. Delivered 
29. Good 
30. Still 
31. Vexed 
32. Availeth 
33. Judgment 
34. Certinly 
35.Both 
36. Eternal 
37. Shine 
38. Wicked 
39.Destroy 
40. Everlasting 
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One Hundred & Thirty-Five Years Ago 
The Christadelphian, November, 1882 

DURING this period of time, there were many efforts to publish booklets and 
articles on the Truth for distribution to the brethren and sisters and those 
interested in the Way of Life. The labours of bro. Thomas, bro. Roberts and 
others in written form have truly increased the knowledge and understand
ing of the Scriptures for many. Without their writings our understanding 
would not be what it is today. In relation to the work of publishing material 
for distribution bro. Roberts states in this month of the magazine-

The publication of"so many books and pamphlets" is due, partly 
for the call of them, and partly to a recognition of the fact that ev
ery new book and pamphlet means new interest , new stimulus, 
new life, and a strengthening of the things whereto we may have 

BIBLE PUZZLE-"Run/Ran" 
1. R to the camp of thy .. . 
2. R find out now the .. . 
3. Also run after ... 
4. By thee I have R thru a ... 
5. I may R to the ... of God 
6. Eyes of the . .. R to & fro 
7 .... as a strong man to R 
8. R the way of Thy ... 
9. All the ... R into the sea 
10. Shall R & not be ... 
11. If thou hast R with . .. 
12. Make them .. . R away 
13 .... that ye R not with them 
14. Let us R with . .. the race 
15. I have not R in .. . 
16. YedidR ... 
17. So R, not as ... 
18. So R, that ye may .. . 
19. They which R in a ... run all 
20. R, ... to this young man 
Abraham Evil 
Aground Father 
Altar Footmen 
Arrows Ground 
Balaam House 
Beard Judgment 
Brethren Lightnings 
Co=andments Lord 
Cushi Man 
Draw Obtain 

(Continued on page 393) 

21. R every man into his own ... 
22. That he may R that ... it 
23. They shall R like .. . 
24. Shall R to & fro to seek the ... 
25. Shall horse R upon the ... ? 
26. Let ... R down as waters 
27. Their ... to R like oil 
28. One ... shall R to meet another 
29. Their feet R to do ... 
30. . .. me, we will R after thee 
31. They ran the ship . .. 
32 .... ran among the herd 
33. She ran & told her ... 
34. Fire ran along upon the ... 
35. As the lad ran he ... 
36. Water ran round about the .. . 
37. That ran down upon the .. . 
38. Swine ran ... 
39. Peter, ran into the .. . 
40. Ran greedily after error of ... 

Patience Speak 
Post Strange 
Race Suddenly 
Reade th Troop 
Rejoiceth Uncertainly 
Rivers Vain 
Rivers Violently 
Rock Weary 
Sepulchre Well 
Shot Word 
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