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Studies and Thoughts BYBROTHERJOHNTHOMAS 

THE WOOD OF LIFE 
"In the midst of the Broadspace of the City,
 

and on each side of the stream
 
was a WOOD OF LIFE."
 

The Broadspace ofthe New Jerusalem is the four-square area 
within the Wall. We read of no rows of habitations dividing the 
intramural space into avenues, and streets, broad or narrow. 
The Broadspace is constituted of all "the wise" who shine as the 
brightness of the firmament; and of "the stars" who have turned 
many to righteousness (Dan. 12:3): in other words, of "the general 
assembly-ecclesia ofthe Firstborns-spirits ofjust ones who have 
been made perfect" (Reb. 12:23). 

Tohim, then, who believes the things concerning the kingdom of 
the Deity, and the name ofJesus Anointed," and has therefore been 
immersed (Acts 8:12),and thenceforth, "by a patient continuance in 
well-doing, seeks for glory, and honor, and incorruptibility" (Rom. 
2:7): and thus overcomes the world-"to him," saith the Spirit

"I will give to eat from the Woodofthe Life, which is in the midst 
ofthe Paradise ofthe Deity" (Rev. 2:7). 

This passage taken in connection with ch. 22:2, shows, that the 
New Jerusalem is identical with "the Paradise of the Deity," in 
the corporate sense of the phrase. Every individual of the Bride 
adorned, upon whom hath been engraved "the Name ofthe City 
of the Deity, New Jerusalem," is therefore a constituent of His 
Paradise in the territorial Paradise of the Holy Land. Hence, in 
Cant. 4:12

"AParadeisos , or Paradais, is my sister Spouse; a spring shut 
up, a fountain sealed. Afountain of gardens, a well ofliving waters, 
and streams from Lebanon." 

In this Bridal Garden of the Deity is planted the evergreen, and 
aromatic, and fruit bearing, trees of THE WOOD OF THE LIFE 
that shall never end. 

The reader will perceive that I have rendered xulon zoes, which 
in the English Version,is expressed by the phrase,"the Tree ofLife," 
by the words "a Wood of Life."The sound of this form of words is 
not so euphonious, but it is more in harmony with the mind of the 
Spirit, as will appear from what follows. 

In the Apocalypse there are two Greek words, xulon and 
dendron , which are both rendered tree in the English Version , 
but incorrectly, as I believe. I cannot suppose, that the Spirit 
selected these two different words to express exactly the same 
idea; but the rather, because there was a distinction of ideas, 
which required different words to convey it. 
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To translate xulon by "tree," involves one in a difficulty from 
which there is no satisfactory extrication. If xulon be rendered 
"tree," the difficulty is, how a tree can be at one and the same 
time on both sides of a river.The difficulty, however, vanishes in 
rendering xulon by the word wood. A wood may be enteuthen kai 
enteuthen, "on this side and the other," or "on each side" of a river, 
and yet be one wood; a singular noun of multitude, or plurality, 
which harmonizes with the structure of other Apocalyptic symbols, 
which are formed upon the principle of many in one; as many 
sons of men in One Son of Man; many emperors in One Head of 
the Beast; many clerical orders in One False Prophet; and many 
dendra, or trees, in One xulon, or Wood.The word dendron, "a tree," 
occurs in Rev. 7:1, 3; 8:7; 9:4, and is so rendered there correctly 
enough; but in ch. 2:7; 22:2, 14, "tree," in the English Version. is, 
in the Greek, xulon; and in ch. 18:12, it is also xulon twice, but in 
both instances rendered by the English Version wood; as "thyine 
wood," and "precious wood." 

It may be remarked, that while dendron, in the singular, only 
represents one tree, the word xulon , in the singular, may repre
sent a plurality; as "they made their feet fast, eis to xulon , in the 
stocks." In short, the matter of all trees is used symbolically for 
any number of individual trees-t-one material, or xulon, typical of 
a whole forest, or aggregation of dendra. But, I need add no more 
here upon the wood of life, which is the Great Wood ofthe many 
choice trees of righteousness planted by YAHWEH in his divine 
garden. 

'" * 
THE LEAVES OF THE WOOD 

"And THE LEAVES of the Wood 
were for the healing of the nation s." 

The wood produced fruit and leaves. A tree without fruit may 
be very beautiful to look at, but would not be life-sustaining; and a 
tree without leaves would be dead, or in the winter of its existence. 

A wood of trees producing fruit every month, or all the year 
round; and covered with beautiful unfading leaves :or in the words 
of Solomon , "an orchard of pomegranates with pleasant fruits; 
cypress with spikenard, and saffron; calamus and cinnamon, 
with all trees of frankincense; myrrh and aloes, with all the chief 
spices"-is a soul-inspiring symbol of the outflowing, fragrant, 
genial, and happifying, influences of the New Jerusalem Paradise 
in the healing principles brought to bear upon the nations in its 
administration ofthe affairs ofthe subj ected world. 

The leaves of a tree are the lungs, or breathing organs, ofthe 
tree or plant.The Wood oflife , vitalized by the living water ofthe 
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Spirit, symbolizing the incorruptible and immortal, and most holy 
hosts ofthe new heavens, in the aggregate. The Leaves ofthe Wood, 
like the Eyes of the Four Living Ones, are the individual saints in 
particular; in other words, each particular leaf is a saint-constit
uent ofthe Divine institution, through which the Spirit breathes 
when and where He pleases. 

When the earnest of the Spirit was shed forth, the Spirit 
breathed upon the 3000 Pentecostians through the apostles, the 
leaf-bearing and fruit-bearing branches of the true vine. The re
port of the wonderful works of the Deity they heard in their own 
tongues (Acts 2:8, 11),was the breathing of the Spirit, which by the 
doctrine enumerated, healed them of their ignorance and moral 
degradation. 

"He breathes where He pleases." He breathed in Jerusalem of 
old. He will breathe thence anew; not upon a few thousand Jews 
only, and through twelve men of Israel; but through "a great mul
titude which no man can number," upon all the millennial nations 
of the earth; so that as a consequence, "the knowledge ofthe glory 
of YAHWEH shall fill the earth, as the waters cover the sea."Then 
shall the healed nations confess, saying, "Surely, our fathers have 
inherited lies, vanity, and things wherein there is no profit." 

That a leaf, when used metaphorically in scripture, signifies a 
person, will appear from the following texts. Job, in his reasoning 
with the Deity concerning his hapless condition, says

"Wherefore holdest thou me for thine enemy? Wilt thou break a 
leafdriven to and fro?" 

Again; Isaiah addressing the transgressors in Israel who 
practiced idolatrous rites in gardens, and under Druidical Oaks 
therein, saith to them col1ectively

"Ye shall be ashamed of the oaks ye have desired, and ye shall 
be confounded for the gardens ye have chosen. For ye shall be as 
an oak whose leaf fadeth, and as a Garden that hath no water." 

In this, Israel, apostate in church and state, is likened to a 
withered oak, and a parched up garden; a similitude the very op
posite to that of the New Jerusalem Paradise, where, as we have 
seen, the Divine Government of their nation is likened to a Wood 
ofitevery tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food;"and 
to a well-watered garden. 

The dried leaves oflsrael's withered oak have done nothing for 
the nations, which are unhealed to this day; and will so remain 
forever, unless their olive tree do "blossom and bud, and fill the 
face ofthe world with fruit ." 

The kingdom ofmen under the Chaldean dynasty ofNebuchad
nezzar is thus likened to-ita tree in the midst of the earth, whose 
Berean 2017 5 



altitude was great. The tree grew and was strong, and the height 
thereof reached unto heaven, and the sight thereofto the end ofall 
the earth : the leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit thereofmuch , 
and on it meat for all; the beasts ofthe field have shadow under it, 
and the fowls ofthe heaven dwelt in the boughs ofit, and all flesh 
was fed of it." 

In showing what this signified, Daniel told the king that it 
represented his power which had "grown and become strong; for," 
saith he, "thy greatness is grown, and reacheth unto heaven, and 
thy dominion to the end ofthe earth."The tree was hewn down. Its 
fall represented the king's fall from the throne. The fair leaves of 
the tree shaken off, were the nobles and dignitaries of the king
dom detached from all political connection with Nebuchadnezzar 
during the seven years of his insanity. 

To eat of the wood of life is to become one of its trees, or one of 
the leaves of it; and to partake constitutionally, therefore, ofthat 
nourishment which rises from the root through the stem and 
branches thereof. This life-sustaining and invigorating principle 
is the pure stream issuing from the throne, and maintains it in 
everlasting freshness and beauty. David, speaking of the blessed 
of the Father, says

"He shall be like a treeplanted by rivers ofwater, that bringeth 
forth his fruit in his season; his leafalso shall not fade: and what
soever he doeth shall prosper." 

Human Government is a blasted and withering oak, but the 
New Jerusalem Evergreen of the Kingdom when grown is the 
greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of 
the air come and lodge in the branches thereof. The birds of the 
heaven are the chiefs of the nations, whose subjects seek its fruit 
from one new moon to another, ministered to them by its Healing 
Leaves for their salvation. 

Blessedness and saving health is promised unto all nations.The 
leaves ofthe wood are the medicine of'their cure. Naturally, there 
are powerful medicinal properties in leaves: but none so powerful 
and efficacious as in the Leaves of the Wood for the healing of the 
nations. Only think, what a wonderful enlightening, purging, and 
healing property there must be in leaves that can cure ignorant 
and bigoted papists, protestants, Mohammedans, Hindoos, and 
such like, of all their superstitions and abominations, clothe them 
in a right mind, and cause them to say in their convalescence

"Come, and let us go up to the mountain of YAHWEH, to the 
House ofthe Elohim ofJacob; and he will teach us ofhis ways"
He who is the Life of the Woodand Water of Paradise. He will then 
produce, or reveal knowledge, pertaining to "His ways," which 
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knowledge will be exhibited in "The Law," and in "The Word" that 
are to go forth from Zion and Jerusalem. 

The law and the word of the Spirit will issue from the throne 
through th e Healing Leaves at duly appointed times, or "from 
one New Moon to another, and from one Sabbath to another" (Isa. 
66:23). 

'I'he "twelve fruits ofthe wood oflife" are the knowledge of good 
tending to life, being made known, and fed upon, in all the year. 
Fruit is anything produced. It is not produced to all the world 
at once; that is, in a single month: but at every new moon of the 
year's twelve shall strangers present themselves in J erusalem for 
instruction, and "from one Sabbath to another." The living water 
through the wood produces the healing knowledge, the leaves yield 
it to the nations, according to the administrative institutions of 
the new Millennial constitution and order of things. 

* * * 
NO MORE CURSE 

"And there shall NO MORE BE ANY CURSE,
 
but the throne of the Deity and of the Lamb shall be in it."
 

The conclusion of the whole matter is that there shall be no 
more any curse upon the earth and upon them who inhabit it. The 
Eternal Wisdom and Power did not create the world that it might 
be forever under a curse.A curse is only an incidental occurrence, 
or casualty, in the Divine purpose; which was to erect a splendid 
habitation here fit for Him to reside in; surrounded by neighbors, 
all of whom should be intelligent, wise, faithful, and affectionate, 
sons with whom He could freely associate and enjoy life. 

This was His ultimate purpose in Creation as He has revealed 
it in this wonderful prophecy given to the Anointed Jesus; and by 
him communicated to the servants of the Deity, through his be
loved disciple in Patmos.What is a week's curse of seven thousand 
years compared with an eternity of blessedness to follow? 

The curse of this Millennary Week is a mere incident in the 
situation, turned to good account by the wisdom of Him who im
posed it . The occasion of the curse was the transgression of the 
Divine law by the "very good" nature formed in and of the dust of 
the ground

"Cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat ofit 
all the days ofthy life; thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth 
to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; in th e sweat of thy 
face shalt thou eat bread till thou return unto the ground; for out 
of it wast thou taken; for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou 
return." 

So long, then, as th e Sin-Nature continues to inhabit the earth 
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there must be sorrow, toil, and death; for the sentence pronounced 
upon the sinning nature declares the continuance of the curse to 
be in all the days of its life.Toabolish the curse, then, is equivalent 
to the abolition ofthe nature cursed with sorrow, toil, disease, and 
death. This abolition is the consummation of all things, by which is 
introduced AN ENTIRELY NEW CREATION; the basis ofwhich is 
a nature that neither has nor can transgress-that is, th e Divine 
Nature. 

All that comes out ofthe ground is cursed, and unclean; so that 
even the body of Jesus, and the bodies of the approved saints, in 
resurrection, require to be justified, rectified, purged, or perfected, 
by all-absorbing Spirit: which makes every atom oftheir substance 
instinct with incorruption and life;in other words , transforms it into 
Spirit. In such a removal of curse and uncleanness, a higher nature 
is developed, which is so clean and pure, that when it is indicated, 
it is represented by "fine linen, pure and bright," or "white," and 
"pure gold, transparent as crystal." 

How infinitely inferior to this is the nature cursed! And is it to 
be doubted for a moment by any reasonable mind, that the transi
tion from the accursed sin-nature, to the pure bright, golden and 
crystal-like, or Divine-Nature, is truly an ascent to the Father, 
who is Spirit? The new nature is the fine gold, precious stones, 
and pearls of the Holy City, developed in the "swallowing up" of 
the curse; so that, in relation to the saints, "there shall no more be 
any curse." When they are transformed into the New Jerusalem 
by the energeia (Phil. 3:21) or inworking power, that "descends 
from the Deity out ofheaven:' there is to them entire freedom from 
everything pertaining to the curse . But this is not th e case with 
the nations subjected to their iron, but righteous and blessed rule. 
These are under treatment for their accursed maladies, which are 
being healed by the medicine administered by the Saints-the 
Royal and Divine College ofInfalliblle Physicians. Their medicinal 
treatment progresses in all the thousand years; at the end of which 
the curative process will be consummated in the destruction of all 
offending matter; and the abolition of sorrow, pain, and death; so 
that thenceforth "there shall be no more any curse" known in all 
the earth

"The Leaves of the Wood are for the healing ofthe nations," who 
walk in the light of the New Jerusalem-for the taking away of 
the curse. The healing is not done all at once. They are therefore 
styled, ta ethne ton sozomenon, THE NATIONS OF THEM BEING 
SAVED; not , who have been saved , but, who are undergoing the 
healing process in the prospective removal of the curse. 
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Second Voyage To Australia 
(Continued) 

FROM COLOMBO TO AUSTRALIA AND 
ON ROUTE TO MELBOURNE 

AUGUST 28th to SEPTEMBER 12th, 1897 
SATURDAY, August 28, 1897-A heavy sea, but bright over

head. Nothing occurred to distinguish the day, except that we 
were all more or less hors de combat except sister Roberts. 

I was not seas ick, but a little unwell from the irregularities of 
life in a steamboat. An Australian passenger expressed a hope that 
the lecture would come off next day. I said if the steerage people 
renewed their wishes in the matter, I might comply; but that if 
left to myself, I would let the matter slide, as I was not feeling in 
the best trim, and the weather I feared would not be favourable, 
as the sea was running high. 

SUNDAY, August 29, 1897-Sister Roberts' 67th birthday: a 
taste of "life on the ocean wave, and home on the rolling deep ." 
The voyage oflife nigh finished: Amen! There is little in life as it 
now is, to make continuance desirable. That little is the last thing 
people around us make calculation for: "the doing of the will of 
God" in fulfilment ofthe preparation for what lies ahead. 

Are we to be scared out ofthe path ofwisdom by th e great show 
offools.No, thank you. '~s for me and my house,etc." has been the 
motto of all the Joshuas from the beginning. The daily reading 
keeps you to it . Nothing else will. 

We had our daily reading after breakfast, as usual-much 
enjoyed, of course. In the after-part ofthe day, we had a delightful 
breaking of bread in the girls' cabin-being larger and with more 
light. While I was reading on deck, the gentleman who was to 
have been chairman at the postponed Sunday meeting, came to 
me from the steerage and asked if! was going to give the lecture. I 
said I had no objections ifit was desired. He said it was so, and he 
thought it would be all right as regards th e weather, as the people 
were getting accustomed to the roll ofthe vessel. "Very good,"said 
I; and he went his way to make arrangements. This was in the 
forenoon-the lecture to be in the evening. 

Notices were posted up. On the notice on our saloon door, 
insulting personal addition was made in writing by one of our 
barbarians. When the hour came, it was dark, but a large electric 
light with reflector had been turned on. There was a large muster 
of people on the steerage deck. The main hatch had been rigged 
up as a platform with a backing of flags from a wall . The people 
were posted about in front and at both sides in all sorts ofpostures 
their faces barely visible in the light-illumined darkness. 
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The gentleman before mentioned being voted into the chair, he 
gave out the 100th Psalm, which a choir in association with himself 
sang with some slight assistance from the congregation. When this 
was done, he called on me to proceed with the lecture. I said I had 
chosen a story for a subject because most people liked stories. But 
the story I had chosen was not like ordinary stories.Ordinary stories 
were mere tales spun out of people's heads for amusement. 

The story I was going to tell was not only an interesting story, 
but a true story and a useful one. They would see the proof of this 
as it proceeded. It concerned a great city that once existed upon the 
earth, but now was a mass of deserted ruins. 

The account of its greatness, written by a Greek historian, who 
visited it over 2,000 years ago, was so extraordinary, that for a long 
time, it was considered untrue, and that in fact, there never had 
been such a city; but within our life time, it had been dug up, and 
great portions of it were removed to the British Museum in London 
and were now to be seen there. 

It next concerned a great King who was also a great builder 
as well as a great fighter-Nebuchadnezzar. A generation ago, it 
was considered an evidence of a want of education to believe in the 
historic reality of Nebuchadnezzar, but all this had changed now 
with the transition from Babylon to London of bricks containing 
Nebuchadnezzar's name. 

The account of both was contained in the Bible, and this was 
proved true to all who believed in Christ, by Christ's approving 
reference to the book ofDaniel, and by his endorsement of the Bible 
generally as the word of God.The story involved a prophecy of ages 
to come after, and it was proved true in this other way, that the 
prophecy had been fulfilled in history. 

I then recited the particulars ofNebuchadnezzar's dream as set 
forth in Daniel 2, and was listened to with deep attention. When I 
had spoken nearly an hour, I stopped to allow time for questions. 
But no questions were put. A gentleman proposed a vote of thanks, 
and expressed the extreme pleasure the lecture had afforded him. 
He hoped Mr. Roberts would speak to them again. 

I said I might do, and the meeting ended. There were many pri
vate expressions ofregret that the lecture was so short, and some 
expressions of surprise that there were such things in the Bible. 

MONDAY, August 30, 1897-A bright and lovely day overhead 
with a balmy breeze but a considerable roll on the water. Devoted 
the forenoon to writing. Afterwards, saw the telegrams which had 
come aboard at Colombo. The peace negotiations languishing, the 
Marquis ofSalisbury objects to Turkey retaining Thessaly in pledge, 
but proposes some other kind of security. Something satisfactory 
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will come out of this deadlock. Kruger in South Africa repudiates 
British suzerainty again: the red spot not extinguished. 

TUESDAY, August 31, to SATURDAY, September 4, 1897
Days of high wind, tumbling sea, rolling vessel, frequent gusts of 
rain and-misery. Our company begins to languish, and are of 
the opinion that a sea voyage is a much finer thing to read about 
than to go through. We have been able, nevertheless, to adhere to 
our daily routine: 6:45, up, bath and dress; 7:30, deck, walk and 
read; 8, breakfast; 8:45, daily Bible readings by the Companion at 
a corner of the cleared saloon table; 9:15, I to writing, the rest to 
walking and reading on deck; 11, I join the company on deck; 12, 
lunch; 12:30 reading on deck; 1:30, rest, sometimes in our bunks 
below; 3, tea; 3:30, walking and reading till---6, dinner; 6:45, I to 
writing, the rest to deck; 8:45,I follow the others to deck: after an 
hour's deck-pacing, conversation or reading, retired below to be 
rocked in the cradle of the deep. 

Interspersed with this daily programme, were any scraps of 
conversation and encounters with passengers-some interesting 
and some not .Our adversary, the devil, in the burly forms ofEglon 
and his companions, whom he spoke of as his "pals," were always 
hovering balefully near, clouding the beautiful light of heaven 
with their pressure, or jarring the harmony of the winds with 
their gruff rasping voices. Fortunately, the nuisance was consid
erably abated by their continual resort to the smoke room, which 
was a sort of hell into which they ran as their congenial resort, 
where devils were at home in each other's company. We had the 
same adversary in another shape, in some who did not frequent 
the smoke room; ladies who would not deign even to listen to the 
word of God:gentlemen who were puffed full ofBuddhism or other 
isms, in blasphemy against Christ: and some of both sexes who 
were not equal to a thought one way or other on such questions, 
but who would have been at home in balls and skittles. 

One of the male dilettantes of this class proposed to get up a 
fancy dress ball, and approached the daughters on the subject. 
The daughters faithfully gave the proposal such a reception that it 
soon fell dead.The gentlemen in question complained that things 
were "awfully slow." It is said our presence on the vessel has had 
a restraining influence. The good-natured captain, on his daily 
rounds, came and gazed at us in perplexity, saying, ''You are so 
industrious: you should get up and dance." Even Eglon and Co. 
have at last sunk into a sullen silence. 

Five of us were likely to make an impression-all blowing one 
way-especially as three ofthe fivewere young ladies.Youngladies 
have a power (if they knew it) which they rarely use on behalf of 
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wisdom. Usually, it is employed to get the knights on their knees, 
or to kindle the censers oftheir own vanity. How excellent when 
beauty and intelligence are consecrated to God. 

The day will come when the very "bells on the horses" will be 
inscribed "Holiness to the Lord"-not as a matter of sentimental 
ornamentation, but as a token of the complete impregnation of 
human life with wisdom-even as it is now steeped with folly. 

SUNDAY, Sept. 5, 1897-Afine day but heavy sea. In the morn
ing we had such a delicious breaking of bread in the girls' cabin. 
Earlier in the day, there was an enquiry from the steerage end 
of the vessel whether Mr. Roberts would lecture in the evening? 
Ifit was desired, yes. Would he consent to give the lecture in the 
steerage eating room, instead of on deck, as the wind was high, 
and many more would come to the lecture ifit were given under 
shelter. I thought I had better go and see what sort of a place it 
was first. I went. I had to go right to the bow ofthe vessel nearly; 
down a steep, dark, and slippery stairway, into a dark room, lit 
with dim lanterns, and having fixed benches down each side, and 
a cross at the bottom end and in the middle. The steerage passen
gers were seated for dinner.There was much noise, stuffy odours, 
and many children and babies. The walls were not close but had 
openings into adjoining passages, and the roof opened into a very 
draughty air shaft. 

Between the gloom, the noise, the stifle, and the draught, it 
seemed the most unlikely place imaginable for a lecture.However, 
on the principle of making the best ofcircwnstances, and becoming 
all things to all men in the right sense, I decided to consent. 

There seemed more likely men for the goodseed ofthe Kingdom 
among the steerage passengers than among the fine ladies and 
gentlemen of the other classes. Ever since Christ preached the 
gospel to the poor,it has been among them, rather than among the 
children of pride, that God has found the heirs ofHis Kingdom, in 
such as "receive the Kingdom ofGod like little children." Not that 
culture is incompatible with faith, but as a matter offact, human 
nature being what it is, when it is well off,it generates ideas in the 
chambers ofthe mind that disqualify itfor yielding God pleasure. 
"Without Faith it is impossible to please him." 

When evening came, about a dozen ladies and gentlemen from 
the second class saloon wended their difficult way on the heav
ing vessel, along the long, greasy, narrow path by the side ofthe 
cooking kitchens, boiler rooms, engine entrances, officers' cabins, 
etc., and crept down the dark stairs close to the forecastle, and 
found a meeting convened-about 100 people, including a good 
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many children whose presence it was feared might interfere with 
a proper hearing. 

A Mr. Sweeney being voted to the chair, explained the reason 
of the meeting not being on deck, and (after a singing by a choir) 
called on the lecturer. I had promised in the written notice to speak 
of"Some startling things arising out of the image vision revealed 
to Daniel." 

I said it had been complained that the subject was one on which 
we were all agreed. The first point we might mend:but I was afraid 
there was a mistake about the agreement. Reminding them of the 
leading features of the vision, and of the signal manner in which 
it had been fulfilled in the history of the world, I asked them if 
they were prepared to believe what the vision taught-that Christ 
would do for the Kingdoms of the present world what Rome had 
done for Greece, and Greece had done for Persia, and Persia had 
done for Babylon? 

Did they believe that Christ would reappear, and by war abolish 
the governments now upon the face of the earth, and set up his 
own authority as the universal law, to be administered through 
his own resurrected friends chosen by him from previous ages 
because oftheir faith and obedience in circumstances of difficulty 
and trial? 

I was afraid, as ordinary orthodox Christians, they did not , 
and could not, believe this! Asordinary orthodox Christians, they 
believed that they would not die but would leave the body by-and
bye and depart to Christ in glory. The Kingdom of God to be set 
up at the coming of Christ was outside the range of their faith or 
expectation. Yet that Kingdom was the burden of all Bible faith 
from the beginning. 

It did not depend upon the image vision alone. This I showed in 
a briefexposition ofthe promises, etc. but the most startling thing 
of all was this, that the Kingdom was the subject of the Gospel 
preached for salvation by Christ and his Apostles, and thatTHEY 
COULD NOT BELIEVE THE GOSPEL WITHOUT BELIEVING 
THE KINGDOM. 

I quoted a number of statements from the apostolic narrative 
in proof of this-pressing this idea home upon them, that I was 
not giving them my opinions but the testimony of the word of 
God, and must leave it with them how they were to deal with 
that testimony. It was contrary to all they had been taught, and 
were in the habit of believing, but it was true; and in an age of 
universal jangle and contradiction like this, it was surely a wise 
man 's part to choose that which was true, however unpopular it 
might be, in preference to that which was false, though pleasing, 
however many multitudes migh t believe it. (To be continued. God willing) 
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If I May But Touch Him 
By BRO. G. V. GROWCOTI 

"Behold a gluttonous man and a winebibber." (Lk. 7:34). 
We are apt, in our fancy, as we read the story of Jesus, to 

envision a quiet, majestic figure slowly traveling about Judea 
and Galilee with respectful throngs following him, a person at 
least of general respect , ifnotofwholehearted general approval. 
But this is not the true picture. Multitudes thronged him , tru
ly. But they were not the 'respectable' people. The respectable 
people, unless they were of exceptional courage, came secretly 
at night, like Nicodemus, if they came at all. The respectable 
people whispered, as they viewed his simple followers

"Behold a glutton and a winebibber: a friend ofpublicans and 
sinners!" (Lk. 7:34). 

The "respect able" were afraid to be associated with him, for
"Th e Jews had agreed already that if any man did confess 

that he was Christ , he should be put out of the synagogue." 
And because the man who was born blind confessed him, they did 
cast him out. The respectable people could say, with triumphant 
contempt (In 7:48-49)

"Have any of the rulers or the Pharisees believed on him?but 
this people who knoweth not the Law are accursed." 

And it is further recorded (I n. 12:42)
"Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on 

him; but because of th e Pharisees they did not confess him, lest 
they should be put out of the synagogue: for they loved the praise 
ofmen more than the praise of God." 

It is clear that to confess him meant ostracism from respect
able society. As Isaiah tells us (53:3), he was not only rejected, 
but despised

':4 reproach ofmen, and despised ofthe people" (Psa. 22:60). 
"Him whom man desp iseth, him whom the nation abhorreth, " 
He, no less than Paul (1 Cor.4:12-13),was-"Reviled, defamed, 

made as the filth of the world, and the offscouring ofall things." 
And tho se that followed him were told to expect the same
"If th ey have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how 

much more shall they call them ofhis household?" 
"Bl essed are ye when men shall revil e you for my sake." 

But-"WOE unto you when all men shall speak well ofyou!" 
In Mark 4, we have first the parable of the sower, emphasiz

ing the three great dangers to faith. First the fowls ofthe air, 
organized opposition, the specious falsehoods of men, the deceits 
of the adversary who snatch away the seed before it has tim e 
to take root . Then the poor, thin, shallow ground- no depth, no 
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real grip on the truth, no stability or constancy. And lastly, the 
cares ofthis world, the deceitfulness of riches, the thousand and 
one little things that can, almost unnoticed, steal away, piece 
by piece and day by day, our precious time and opportunities, 
until at last we look up in dismay and find ourselves far from 
our goal and the day nearly spent. 

Then the storm on the sea, and the fear of the disciples
"Master, carest thou not that we perish?" (Mk. 4:38). 
They had many lessons to learn by experience, and experience 

is usually hard. Yet each experience, whether we fail or succeed, 
can be a stepping stone forward, if we are rightly exercised by 
it. Even if we fail, still our failure can be profitable and useful: 
subsequent reflection can tell us why, and can also impress 
us with the unsatisfactory and depressing character of a past 
whose milestones are instances of weakness-thus giving added 
incentive to overcome. So even here

"All things work together for good to them that love God." 
Then when he stilled the storm with a word, they feared 

even the more, because of the powers which they saw and did 
not understand. 

"What manner of man is this?" 
* * * 

"He was asleep, in the hinder part of the ship" (Mk. 4:38) . 
This tells us many things. It speaks first of his perfect peace of 

mind. He had many troubles, but no worries; countless sorrows, 
but no anxiety. 

Then it speaks ofthe fatigue that would make sleep possible 
upon such an occasion, tossed about in a small boat on a rough 
sea. And it gives us a glimpse of the life he led-unsettled and 
wandering-no fixed dwelling place, or mode of existence
spending long nights in prayer-sleeping when the opportunity 
afforded. He enjoyed none of the external elements of rest and 
peace, but was the greatest example of them inwardly. 

"My peace 1 give unto you" (In. 14:27).
 
"Come unto me and 1 will give you rest" (Matt 11:28).
 
Then he adds, lest we should harbor an illusion,
 
"Not as the world giveth, give 1 unto you" (In. 14:27).
 
The world would not call it rest, nor would they recognize his
 

peace. He, even more truly and deeply than Paul, could say
"1 have learned, in whatsoever state 1 am, therewith to be 

content"--(Phil. 4:11). 
A perfect mastery of the mind over external circumstances. 

His peace did not consist in ignoring the circumstances, or 
excluding the facts from his consciousness, or not caring about 
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them. It consisted in the confidence that whatever came, he was 
ready, with God's help, to face it, and make the best of it ; and 
in knowing that in all things he conducted himself in perfect 
harmony with the will of God. He said (In. 8:29)

"1 do always those things that pl ease the Father." 
That was his peace. Consider th e whole statement
"He that sent me is with me; the Father hath not left me alone; 

for 1 do always those things that please Him. " 
Many times he said that: "1 am not alone" That was his an

chor and confidence through every storm. "I am not alone." God 
said in the beginning, "It is not good for man to be alone." For 
the First Adam, the natural man, He made one provision , but 
it remained for the Second Adam to demonstrate the full truth 
and depth of the statement. "I am not alone." Though all the 
world was against him, he was still in the majority: though all 
his companions forsook him, he was not alone. As the last hour 
approached , he said (I n. 16:32)

"Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be 
scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave me alone: and 
yet 1 am not alone, because the Father is with me. These things 
have 1 spoken to you that in me ye might have peace." 

When the ship reached the eastern side ofthe sea, th e country 
of the Gadarenes, the incident ofthe swine occurred, in connec
tion with the curing of the maniac. 

"And they were afraid . . . and they began to pray him to depart 
out of their coasts" (Mk. 5:17). 

It seems incredible that any should beg him to depart, after 
seeing a demonstration of his healing power. But they were 
afraid-afraid of th e implications that that power carried with it . 
For it worked both ways . He not only healed the maniac, but he 
destroyed the swine, Therefore,knowing themselves, they wanted 
him to leave them alone. With such a power among them, there 
was no knowing where it would stop, or what it would search out. 
The works ofdarkness could not live within the circle ofhis light. 
Wherever he went, the issue of right and wrong-righteousness 
and evil-was joined and could not be evaded. He would not let 
it rest. 

He came proclaiming righteousness and the power of God; 
the loving and perfect and self-sacrificing way of the spiritual 
mind. All the specious arguments and attempt to confound th e 
issue and justify the flesh that were put forward were gently but 
rel entlessly exposed. The common people heard him gladly
though few comprehended the depth of his teaching. But those 
who began to perceive the full implication of his words, and did 
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not want to face it, begged him togo away and leave them alone. 
And the vested interests and ruling classes persistently sought 
to discredit and destroy him, because in quiet, everyday words 
he preached a revolution that was deeper, more fundamental 
and more searching than man has ever conceived. 

* * * 
He returned again to the other side of the lake, and among 

the throng that followed him was the woman with the issue 
of blood (Mk. 5:25). Consider this woman's faith. She felt that, 
though she knew not how, if she could only get close enough to 
Christ, the evil would of itself disappear. 

"If I may but touch him"! And that indeed is true, and is the 
simple, universal solution to all our problems. Other solutions 
may be quite logical and convincing, but they are lifeless, and 
we find when the issue comes that they lack the power to carry 
us through. We are convinced, and confess it, but we are not 
moved, transformed and regenerated. As Paul says, law merely 
convinces us of sin, and leads to the exclamation

"0 wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from this 
body ofdeath?" (Rom. 7:24). 

We must have the personal impetus that comes of a vivid 
loving perception of and close proximity to Christ, as a living 
person. Otherwise the path of right, as opposed to the path of 
pleasure, is an intolerable and seemingly meaningless burden. 
Paul found his incentive in his affection for Christ, and his desire 
to approach him (Phil. 3:8)

"I count all things but loss that I may win Christ . . . I can do 
all things through Christ which strengthened me." 

He expressed unlimited confidence in this power-more than 
equal to all circumstances (Rom. 8:35-6)

"Who shall separate us from the love ofChrist? Shall tribula
tion, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword?-Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him, that loved us . . . As it is written, For thy sake we 
are killed all the day long." 

That is the keynote-"For thy sake." We must have a living, 
personal reason; someone we love and are striving to please. We 
are constituted that way. 

* * * 
"God, for Christ's sake, hath forgiven you," says Paul (Eph. 

4:32). Christ for our sakes, laid down his life, John records, (1 J n 
3:16). And we, for his sake, serve God. And it is in doing things 
for his sake that gives them efficacy and meaning. 

"He that loses his life FOR MY SAKE shall find it" (Matt. 10:39). 
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"Everyone that hath forsaken all in this life FOR MY SAKE 
shall inherit everlasting life" (Mat t . 19:28). 

The incentive throughout is personal, and Paul, impressed 
by the transforming nature of this incentive, always bases his 
appeals upon it. And of himself he says

"I TAKE PLEASURE in infirmities, in reproaches, in ne
cessities, in persecutions, in distresses, FOR CHRIST'S SAKE" 
(2 Cor. 12:10). 

"Unto you it is given-it is granted, you have the honor, plea
sure and privilege in the behalf of Christ-not only to believe 
on him , but al so to suffer for his sake" (Phil. 1:29). 

This is not just an extravagant flight of rhetoric. Paul literally 
meant what he said. In the primitive and pure ecstacy of th e 
early church, it is recorded (Acts 5:41)

"They rejoiced that they were counted worthy to suffer for 
his Name." 

We have all, in some small measure (and many doubtless in 
larger measure), experienced the pleasure of pain for another's 
sake, and the joy of the bond that it creates. 

* * * 
So she felt that if she could get close enough to Christ, all 

would be well. His power would envelope her, and evil would flee 
from his glorious, healing pr esence. He would take her problem 
upon himself, if she would but carry it to him. If 1 can but touch 
him, I shall be whole. And so it was. Jesus said

"I am the tru e vine. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fru it in itself, except it abide in the vine, no more 
can ye, except ye abide in me . . . without me ye can do nothing" 
(In. 15:1-5). 

Without him we can do nothing. We strive mightily and get 
nowhere. Like the disciples, we row all night and accomplish 
nothing, unless he is in the ship. Unless we actually establish 
a vital conne ction between him and ourselves, we remain just 
ordinary people, livin g in an ordinary way, and finally dying th e 
common death. The connection must be personal and actual-not 
just appa re n t , or mechanical, or superficial. 

It is th rough the recorded Word that the contact is made and 
maintain ed. That is the medium of intercourse and commu
nion

"If ye abide in me, and my words, abide in you, ye shall bear 
much fruit" (I n. 15:7 ). 

"My words." We have the recorded Word before us. That is 
something real and tangible that we can hold in our hands, and 
any adv ance into the spiritual realm must be through that. We 
cannot sit and commune with God on our own terms. We mu st 
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seek His presence where He chooses to be found, and through 
the medium He provides. That is why the Psalms contain so 
much on the theme

"0. how love I Thy Law! How sweet are Thy words to my taste!" 
That is the frame of mind to which we must educate our

selves-by prayer, and study, and meditation. And we must 
never rest content until it takes complete hold of us. 

* * * 
A little later, in ch. 6, in the course of his travelling, he came 

to his native city Nazareth. Their reaction to him is strange. 
They did not deny his wisdom and power. Rather it was that 

very wisdom and power that annoyed them! 
"From whence hath this man these things? And what wisdom 

is this whi ch is giv en unto him, that even such mighty works 
are wrought by his hands? .. . And they were offended at him" 
(Mk. 6:12). 

How utterly illogical! But how typically human! 
"And he marveled because of their unbelief' (v, 6) . 
Even he, who knew all men, and knew what was in man-he 

marveled because of the unyielding hardness of their unbelief 
The evidence which was forced upon them only infuriated them, 
and the only solut ion they could think of to relieve themselves 
of the problem he presented was to destroy him. 

He marveled that hearts could be so bitter and obstinate in 
the very presence of the power and goodness of God--that the 
flesh could be so unreasonable, and so blind to itself. But such 
is the material with which we each have to work in ourselves. 
The Spirit through Solomon declared

"He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool. " (Prov, 28:26). 
-and we must admit that once a man has been enlightened 
to the destructive deceptiveness of the desires of the flesh, this 
verdict is so true. 

How easy it is to be blind to ourselves! How necessary is 
a constant, prayerful searching of the Word, and unsparing 
self-examination in the light of it! How natural to be obsessed 
with the faults of others! 

Isaiah-at the beginning of his prophecy, when he speaks of 
the glorious day of the Lord when all human things shall come 
into judgment, and all that is out of harmony with the Truth 
shall be destroyed-says that in th e great day ofjudgment they 
shall cast their idols "to the moles and to the bats." 

Why especially moles and bats? Considering the scriptural 
evaluation of the flesh, we can see why such are chosen. These 
two are the most outstanding examples in the animal kingdom 
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of the flesh's primary characteristic-they love darkness rather 
than light. 

That principle goes far deeper than we self-righteously re alize. 
Anything foreign to the pure and gentle Spirit mind is darkness. 
The mole spends his time in darkness, burrowing in th e dirt, 
undermining, digging away in secret, and he is content. He liter
ally has eyes but cannot see. Bats, too, have a strong aversion to 
light. They hide away in the daytime and confine their activities 
to the night. And both are classed as unclean creatures. 

Such is the flesh, but the picture would not be complete with
out presenting another angle. There is no cause for despair, or 
even regret, that we are made so. All is for a good purpose

"Th e creation was made subject to vanity by reason of Him 
Who hath subjected the same IN HOPE, because the creation 
itselfalso shall be delivered from the bondage ofcorruption into 
the glorious liberty of th e children ofGod." 

And continuing the same line of thought, Paul says
"A nd we know thatALL things work together for good to them 

that love God" (Rom. 8:20-28). 
Our present state is a necessary step in the eternal purpose. 

It is not a gloomy picture, but rather one of bright promise and 
hope. The only danger is refu sal to face and admit the facts
running from the light-drawing back fearfully into the dark
ness-hesitating to concede the miserable deceptiveness of the 
flesh-excusing it and glorifying it-calling its vicious traits by 
fair and flattering names. Paul flatly declares (Rom. 7:18)

"In me-that is, in my flesh-dwelleth no good thing." 
Frankly and honestly admit that to ourselves, and at least 

we are off to a good start. 
* * * 

A little later in ch. 6 the death of John the Baptist is record
ed-him of whom Jesus said (Mat t. 11:11)

"There hath not risen a greater prophet among men." 
He was a voice crying in the wilderness-a voice that the 

powers of Israel refused to accept, but dared not deny . Th ey 
asked Jesus, "Who sent you, and gave you your authority ?" And 
he answered,"Who sent John, and gave him hi s authority?"That 
answered their question, but they would not face it. John did 
no miracles, but his pure voice from the wilderness pierced the 
consciences of the people. For fearlessly testifying to corruption 
in high places, he was shut up in prison, and finally murdered. 
When Jesus heard of it, he departed into a desert place apart, 
deeply affected by the news ofJohn's death, and desirous of being 
alone. To his disciples he said (Matt . 17:12)-
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"Elias is come, and they knew him not, but have done unto 
him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall the Son ofman suffer 
of them. Then the disciples understood that he spoke unto them 
of John the Baptist." 

But when they reached the desert place, they found that the 
multitude had guessed their destination and were there waiting 
for them. Seeing them, he had compassion on them, and, forego
ing his own privacy and rest, he set himselfto teach them about 
his Father. Afterwards, by a miracle, he feeds them, and v. 40 
gives an interesting thought

"They sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties." 
Not as a haphazard crowd, but an orderly assembly. There 

is always beauty and dignity in orderliness and arrangement. 
All God's works are marvels of order and precision. Nothing, 

however minute or unimportant, is slipshod or carelessly done. 
And this characteristic struck observers in regard to Jesus. In 
the next chapter, Mk. 7, we read that they exclaimed

"Behold, he doeth all things uiell!" 
That was the stamp of God dwelling in him. Even in this 

incident offeeding the multitude, he arranges it with a pleasing 
orderliness. No crowding, no confusion, but

"He commanded them to make all sit down by companies, 
upon the green grass. And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds 
and by fifties " (Mk, 6:39-40). 

Ifhe was to be a party to the transaction, it would have to be 
done with becoming decorum. And the multitudes, finding them
selves part ofa quiet and orderly assembly, would be impressed 
with th e meaning and dignity that is possible to human nature 
when it is controlled and directed by the wisdom of God. 

There was nothing slipshod or haphazard in Jesus' life. 
Though he wandered homeless, taking no thought for the mor
row, his was actually the most intensely purposeful life ever 
lived. We must not judge by appearances, or common standards. 
The priest and Levite, hurrying between Jerusalem and Jericho, 
were following a schedule, but it was the Samaritan who had a 
real purpose in life. 

But there is a distinction between true dignity and false. As 
Jesus rode into Jerusalem, the whole multitude of the disciples 
began spontaneously to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice 
(Lk. 19:37). And some of the Pharisees said

"Master, rebuke thy disciples." 
According to their standards of etiquette, that was not a 

fitting way for people to act .They were completely unmoved by 
the significance of the occasion . They said the same thing when 
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the children praised him in the Temple. 
The Pharisees were always there to cavil over trifles, and to 

throw an ugly,jealous shadow over the pure joy of the occasion. 
Going a little further, we find them criticizing the disciples for 
eating with unwashed hands.This attitude finally brought upon 
them the most scathing denunciation that is recorded in the 
Scriptures, filling 26 burning verses in Matt. 23

"Woe unto you, scribes, Pharisees, HYPOCRITES!" 

* * * 
Primarily following Mark's record, but with reference to the 

others, we have travelled briefly with Jesus. It is remarkable 
how the four gospels supplement each other and afford a depth 
and interest that one continuous narrative could not give. There 
have been many attempts to fuse the four accounts into one 
story, but the results are always disappointing. 

When a colored picture is printed, four layers of color are su
perimposed upon each other, each supplying its own appropriate 
tints and details. In singing, four types of voice are combined to 
give depth and body and completeness to the tone. And to carry 
the comparison further, the Psalms, like a soft, instrumental 
accompaniment, supply the theme and undertone, and reveal 
much that would otherwise be hidden. 

So, each contributing its own part, we are given a complete 
picture ofthe perfect life-the life ofJesus. Not that the outward 
circumstances of his life were perfect, that would mean nothing. 
But, regardless of the circumstances, in spite of the bitterest 
experiences, his reaction to them all was perfect, and his inner 
peace, the peace of a complete faith and a righteous conscience, 
like an impregnable fortress, though constantly assailed, was 
never broken into.-1988 Berean 

"Amen, Even So Come" 
By BRO. E.F. HIGHAM, SR 

"The energetic, zealous prayer ofa righteous man 
availeth much" (Jam. 3:16). 

The rays of the morning sun are clearly visible to the ser
vants of God, though unobserved by the actors on the stage of 
current events.The combined events, long foretold by prophets 
and apostles alike, now moving rapidly into place, reveal how 
closely we are situated to the completion ofthe Divine plan ofthe 
ages. We wait, momentarily, for the apocalypse ofthe Kings of 
the Sun's rising, from the chaos and confusion which surrounds 
us, in political as well as ecclesiastical spheres. 
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While the world rushes madly along to the judgment pre
pared for those who destroy the earth, we are advised that the 
Master comes suddenly to his house. There is time no longer for 
the bride to adorn herselffor the bridegroom. Or as we read in 
Rev. 22:11

"He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is 
filthy, let him be filthy still: 

"And he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he 
that is holy, let him be holy still." 

With these considerations before us we are impressed with 
the urgency of preparing for the return of the Master, to be 
watchful not only ofthe signs fulfilling around us, but primarily 
of ourselves. This is the most important aspect for each of us. 

"Blessed is he that watcheth and keepeth his garments." 
The watching therefore becomes imperative if we would be 

found acceptable in the presence of him who has been appointed 
judge ofthe quick and the dead. The particular feature of coming 
events under our consideration at this time is expressed in the 
words

"AMEN, EVEN SO COME, LORD JESUS" (Rev. 22:19). 
This expression is a complete unit as it stands. Our remarks 

are first focused on the thought of the phrase, "Even so." The 
relation to the word, (~m en" will be developed as we proceed. 

The English words "Even so" fail to convey the full force of the 
apostle's utterance, climaxing the wonderful exposition of the 
purpose of God. A little analysis of the original may impress us 
with the power and emphasis of conviction in John's exclamation. 

The Greek original is Nai (pronounced Nahee).The meaning 
is primarily a strong affirmation or agr eement with anything. It 
has been elsewhere translated as ''Yes, Yea, Surely, Truth, and 
Verily." It incorporates both our English words, "Even" and "So." 

This expression should form the basic outlook of all the ser
vants of God. This was early laid down by Christ in his teaching 
in the Sermon on the Mount

"Let your communication be, Yea, Yea" (Matt. 5:37). 
James emphasized this thought when he repeated
"Let your Yea be Yea" (James 5:12), 
In each ofthese quotations the original Greek is the same as 

in Rev. 22:20. The meaning of the phrase is further brought out 
by its use in the quotation

"All the promises of God in Christ are YEA and in him The 
AMEN." 

The purposes of God, His declared will, are invariable, 
unalterable and without the possibility of failure . They are 
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unswerving, positive and emphatic. Our English equivalent "In 
like manner" may approach the meaning, but fails to carry the 
full desire in the hearts of the saints or elect, who are typified 
by John in the Apocalypse. 

There are several occasions where the translators have used 
"Yes" as the English rendering; but this word sounds flat and 
expressionless alongside other renderings. 

Take for example the case of the Syrophenecian woman. The 
incident of her faith is recorded by Matthew and Mark. Mark's 
record is translated

"Yes, Lord, yet the dogs under the table eat" (Mk 7:28). 
While in Matt. 15:27, we read

"Truth, Lord, yet the dogs eat the crumbs." 
The word "Truth" more fully conveys the depth of conviction 

and understanding in the heart of this Gentile believer-the 
sincere longing, earnest desire, and yearning for the blessing 
and help of the Great Physician. Can we not feel the yearning 
for the healing word to be uttered by the Master

"Hav e mercy on me, 0 Lord, thou Son ofDavid; my daughter 
is grievously vexed with a devil" 

But the Master answered her to never a word. Would we have 
persisted in our request as did she? The disciples were desirous 
of having her sent away. While Jesus declared-"I am not sent 
but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel." 

Yet the woman was urgent
"Lord, help me!" 
And still the Master demurred
"It is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to 

dogs." 
What humble recognition of her place and position, and con

fession of helplessness and need of assistance
"Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from 

their master's table." 
We, the Gentile daughter, are grievously vexed with a devil. 

Sin has power over our bodies and we are in need of partaking 
of the crumbs which fall from the Jewish table, we are in need 
of association with the Son of David. If we realize the sting of 
sin as did this typical woman of Canaan, we will see the force in 
the word "Truth" which she used. Here was complete subjugation 
of self, complete confidence in the saving power of the Master, a 
confidence that no other avenue of help was of any value. Hence 
her persistence in the face of rebuff and rebuke. 

The word '~men" is of Hebrew origin and has been transfer
red into the Greek and English unchanged. It carries the same 
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meaning as the Greek Nai, which is "Truth" or "Truly." It is inter
esting to note that every book of the New Testament, except three, 
end with this expression, and is the final word ofour Scriptures. 

John, when he used the expression, "Truly come, Lord Jesus," 
was fervently desirous of Christ's return. Having experienced the 
power of sin, personified in Pagan Rome, having been given a 
vision of the operation of sin through 2000 years, and its power 
over the true servants of God,he cried with fervent desire for the 
coming of the Savior. It was an earnest prayer for deliverance 
from the power of evil, both inward and external. Or as Paul 
declared

"Who shall deliver me from the body of this death? I thank 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. 7:24-25). 

(To be continued, God willing) 

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy 
Perceptive and faithful students of the prophetic Word, 

under the tutelage of Dr. Thomas's writings, will experience 
a deep sense of joy and a very intense thrill of anticipation 
when considering the unfolding events of our times. While 
the world as an audience sits in the darkness and watches the 
advancement of the play without any significant idea of what 
is developing, we see clearly the inner workings of the stage 
and know that the eagerly awaited denouement of the plot is 
nigh at hand. 

One hundred and fifty years ago, bro. Roberts wrote in the 
Christadelphian-''The year 1867 opens with promise for those 
who look for the great denouement ofDaniel's vision, and the 
climax ofIsrael's hope. The sign-evolutions progressing in the 
political heavens are ominous, and full of hope for those who 
look for 'his appearing'." This captures the Signs of the Times 
in a nutshell-c-ominous to the world, but instilling an elated 
sense of "at last!" in the trembling hearts of the faithful. 

We know that bre. Thomas' and Roberts' anticipation of the 
establishment of Yahweh's Kingdom was premature, but it 
was nevertheless an expectation that was founded solidly and 
logically upon the events that were unfolding in their day. In 
hindsight, there lacked one significant and critical element, 
and that was the regathering of a remnant of Israel to their 
land: there needed to be a presence of the Jews "in the midst 
of the land," antecedent to Gog "thinking an evil thought ... 
to take a spoil, and to take a prey; to turn [his] hand upon the 
desolate places that are now inhabited, and upon the people 
that are gathered out of the nations" (Eze. 38:12). This critical 
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element was put into place just about 70 years ago now, with 
the declaration of Israeli statehood. 

When we survey the scene now unfolding in Europe, the 
Middle East, and in the North, we find that the chess pieces 
are falling into a remarkably similar formation as existed at 
the time ofbrethren Thomas and Roberts. Even the world has 
taken note of this-

THE NINETEENTH CENTURY REDUX 
In the mid-19th century, Europe was gripped with fear about 

Russia's territorial ambition and consumed with how to stop it. 
Some of the echoes between then and now are downright eerie. 

In the mid-1800s, Russia was controlled by an autocratic 
ruler who distrusted Europe and sought to assert his nation's 
greatness. This caused high alarm in Europe, and particularly 
in Great Britain-which worried that Russia might snatch its 
Indian empire. 

One person sounding the alarm, as chronicled in this fine 
account of the time, was the British General and influential 
polemicist Sir Robert Wilson. The Russian Tsar Alexander was 
"inebriated by power," he wrote in 1817. He was plotting to ex
ploit European weakness for territorial gain. And he harbored 
grandiose visions of empire, perhaps even "to accomplish the 
instructions of Peter the Great"-who on his death bed called for 
massive Russian conquest. 

Compare those ideas to today's depictions ofPutin. The Russian 
president is said to be "drunk on power." His aggression is rou
tinely cast as a response to the weakness of the West. He's even 
depicted as going to bed at night "thinking of Peter the Great." 

And just as the West struggles to deter Russian aggression 
today, so did the Europeans of more than 150 years ago. One 
artifact of those debates is an 1828 manifesto by a British army 
general named George De Lacy Evans titled On the Designs of 
Russia.Evans proposed, in now-antiquated terms, the equivalent 
of today's economic sanctions. Europe could curb Russia, he ar
gued, by "cutting offher commerce, and thus placing the present 
pecuniary interests of the nobles at variance with the projects of 
the government." 

Substitute "oligarchs" for "nobles" and you have a core rationale 
for the West's sanctions strategy. 

These historical echoes are not lost on the Kremlin, which spins 
them as evidence that Russophobia has seized Europe. 

The escalating tension between Russia and the west produced 
the Crimean war ofthe 1850s, which left some 350,000 dead. Here's 
hoping history doesn 't repeat itselfquite so fully.-TM, 5/1. 
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The intervening 32 months since this comment was made 
have not lessened the validity of this observation. Indeed, 
something has progressed over the last several months that 
has been largely unreported by a media obsessed with glitter 
and localized crises. 
RISE OF GOG OF THE LAND OF MAGOG 

It is dangerous and presumptive to assign the label of Gog 
to the present leader of Russia, Vladimir Putin, Yahweh can 
remove a man at a stroke and put another in his place, as 
was the case with many Roman Emperors. Gog may have the 
name of Putin, or Zhirinovsky, or another yet. It suffices us 
that God knows the man, and when the time comes, Gog will 
fulfill the role established for him which was long prophesied 
in Eze. 38. 

Nevertheless, it is enlivening to our faith to see that the 
present leader of Russia is clearly setting himself on a path 
to Gog-like power. Whether he will be the one to exercise it, 
or a successor, his actions indicate that the time is at hand for 
Habakkuk's proud man to begin to enlarge his desire (Hab. 2)

Until this year, Putin's 16-year rule had been characterized by 
the dominance of an inner circle of about a dozen men who had 
worked with the Kremlin leader for decades, either in the KGB 
or in the St. Petersburg city government in the 1990s. 

Known colloquially as the "collective Putin" or "Putin's Polit
buro," they were widely viewed as Russia's untouchable ruling 
clique. 

When one oftheir number,Vladimir Yakunin,was fired as head 
of Russian Railways in August 2015, it became clear they were, 
in fact, quite touchable. 

And this [past] year's deeper culling of the inner circle put to 
rest any notion of a ruling clique. 

Russian politics essentially became a one-man show and Putin 
became its solitary man. 

Moscow-based political analyst Nikolai Petrov wrote that Putin 
was abandoning a model of collective leadership reminiscent of 
Leonid Brezhnev in favor of one oriented on a single leader, as in 
the time of Josef Stalin. 

And in case anybody failed to get the message, in April, Putin 
set up a powerful National Guard, a 400,000-strong force that 
absorbs Russia's Interior Ministry troops, the OMON riot po
lice, and the SOBR-or SWAT-forces. The guard force is run by 
Putin's uber-loyal former bodyguard, Viktor Zolotov,and answers 
to the Kremlin leader alone. 

And in September, Russian media reported that plans were in 
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the works to reconstitute the old KGB in the form of a new Min
istry of State Security, which would unite Russia's main security 
agencies under one roof and have the Stalin-era acronym MGB. 

"The Kremlin and the Russian government now resemble an 
old-world royal court, more than a modern state," Mikhail Fishman 
wrote in The Moscow Times. 

"Putin is remodeling the institutional power of Russia's presi
dency into a force under his personal control." 

But the story of2016 is about more than the death ofthe collec
tive Putin and the rise of the personalized rule of the individual 
Putin. 

The primary reason Putin scrapped his old system of ruling 
through elite consensus and balancing clan interests was because 
in a shrinking economy Russia's kleptocratic elite risked under
mining Putin's project of restoring Russia's great-power status. 

And in this sense, 2016 was also the year when the Kremlin 
took a decisive ideological turn. 

It was the year when what Mark Galeotti of the Institute of 
International Relations in Prague calls "ideologicalRussia" became 
ascendant over ''kleptocratic Russia." 

According to Galeotti, kleptocratic Russia is "the realm of the 
embezzling senior officials, the pampered sons and daughters ofthe 
mighty, the business people who depend as much on sweetheart 
deals and covert cartels as any real acumen." 

Ideological Russia, on the other hand, is Putin's "vision of a 
nation restored to its due place in history and the world." 

Both of these Russias have been present, and in constant ten
sion, throughout Putin's long rule-and indeed, through most of 
Russia's history. 

And while kleptocratic Russia reigned supreme for most of 
Putin's years in power, this year it was forced to take a back seat 
to the Kremlin leader's grand ideological project. 

But by making examples of some of his old cronies, and by re
placing them with younger sycophants who owe their careers to 
him, like the obscure new Kremlin chiefof staff, Anton Vaino,Putin 
has transformed the Kremlin from a collective band ofthieves into 
a one-man band. 

And instead of protecting the interests of the collective Putin 
regime, the system appears now to be geared toward preserving 
the power of Putin the man-and advancing his ideological dream 
ofa great Russia.-RFE/RL, 12/16 
THE RUSSIAN TSAR 

One hundred years ago this year, the Russian Revolution 
overthrew the Imperial government which existed under 
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Czar (Tsar) Nicholas II, and gave rise to the Marxist state 
and eventual USSR. Now, indications are strong that Russia, 
having thrown off both its Communist mantle and democratic 
pretenses, is returning to its ancient imperialism, to the point 
where we may be witnessing the emergence of a new tsar: a 
new autocrat-a solitary man holding court as king of the 
North-

Even for flamboyant firebrand Vladimir Zhirinovsky, the re
marks seemed strikingly provocative: "God save the tsar!" he said, 
raising his hands high in an ornate Kremlin hall where President 
Vladimir Putin had just hung an eagle-and-cross Service to the 
Fatherland medal around his neck. "Reign for our glory, reign to 
strike fear in our foes, Orthodox tsar. God save the tsar!" 

Putin's reaction is not visible in footage from the ceremony on 
September 22, four days after tightly controlled elections handed 
the loyal United Russia party more seats than ever before in the 
State Duma-easily enough to pass a constitutional amendment 
abolishing presidential term limits, should Putin seek to stay in 
power for life. 

But whether Zhirinovsky quoted from an imperial-era national 
anthem offthe cuff or under orders from the Kremlin, his outburst 
neatly complemented an image Putin seems to have cultivated 
assiduously over [his] years in power-that of a Russian tsar. 

The image-making is evident in words and actions both large 
and small, from his sumptuous surroundings in the Kremlin and 
a lavish Sochi summer headquarters to surprise decrees and dis
missals, as well as efforts-such as an hours-long annual call-in 
show-to cast himself as the only hope for everyday Russians 
beleaguered by craven tycoons and indifferent bureaucrats. 

Abroad he has also acted with a tsar-like assertiveness, par
ticularly in his third term, seizing Crimea from Ukraine-a 
move he claimed righted a historical wrong by restoring Russian 
control over a region previously annexed by Empress Catherine 
the Great, in the 18th century-and challenging Western leaders 
while seeking to bolster Moscow's power in Europe and beyond. 

He has done more to link his image to the long history of tsars 
than to the relatively brief, badly checkered Soviet experiment
seven oppressive decades that began with the kind of upheaval 
Putin seems bent on ensuring does not threaten his rule. 

"We'veseen a long-term buildup ofthe sense that the real mod
el is to be found not so much in the Soviet times, but actually in 
tsarist times," says analyst Mark Galeotti, a senior policy fellow 
at the Institute ofInternational Relations in Prague. 

"And I can't help but wonder if while once upon a time Putin 
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was willing to say that the collapse of the Soviet Union was the 
greatest geopolitical catastrophe of the 20th century, he might 
well now actually be saying that 1917 was."-RFE /RL, 1/17. 
THE GEOPOLITICAL GRANDMASTER 

If Putin is to take on the role of Gog, what would make 
Putin a ''proud man" who would venture to laden himself 
with nations as ''with thick clay"? Is a grandmaster at chess 
a proud man? Most likely so. And in this case, the chess board 
is focused on the Middle East, with Europe and Turkey as 
strategic prizes, while the West is the opponent-

Syria is a land of opportunity for Russia. This is the arena where 
self-control, patience and a careful identification and exploitation 
of its opponents' strengths and weaknesses will enable Russia to 
reset its competition with the West. 

Syria is the contemporary axis of geopolitical conflict. By 
enabling a loyalist siege on Aleppo, Russia has demanded the 
attention of Berlin, Washington and Ankara in one fell swoop. 

Putin cannot halt the flow ofmigrants to Europe, but Russia's 
military involvement in Syria does give him the power to increase 
the pain on Europe. That could prove a useful lever for Russia; 
using it allows Moscow to divide the Continent and potentially 
extract a veto from within the bloc on issues such as continuing 
Russian sanctions and responding to Poland's request for perma
nent bases on Europe's eastern flank. 

For [retiring] US. President Obama, the siege on Aleppo rep
resents an attack from all directions. Russia's attempt to acceler
ate the fragmentation of Europe undermines a critical network 
of US. allies while creating the potential for much bigger crises 
on a Continent that, for all its sophistication, is hardly immune 
to barbaric conflict. As US. Secretary of State John Kerry said 
at the Munich Security Conference, 'We in the United States 
aren't sitting across the pond thinking somehow we're immune 
... America understands the near existential nature ofthis threat 
to the politics and fabric of life in Europe." The White House 
may understand what lies at stake at the intersection between 
the European crisis and the Syrian civil war, but it is also less 
prepared to manage Russia's role in this meta-conflict. 

It is well known that Russia has been bombing many of the 
rebels whom the United States needs as ground proxies in the 
fight against the Islamic State. So long as Russia can play the role 
of THE SPOILER, the US. will lumber along in the fight against 
the Islamic State in Syria at a frustratingly slow pace. 

For Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the Russian 
backed loyalist offensive in Aleppo brings Turkey's geopolitical 
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imperatives to the fore. AB its relationship with Turkey deteri
orated, Russia made no secret of its growing communications 
with Kurdish rebels in Syria belonging to the People's Protection 
Units (YPG). This is an old play in the Russian handbook. 1946 
was pivotal to understanding the fundamental tension that has 
persisted between Turkey and Russia for centuries. This was a 
time when the Soviets, wary of a growing relationship between 
the United States and Turkey, were also casting a covetous eye 
on the Turkish-controlled straits, which provided critical access 
between the Black Sea and the Mediterranean. 

The lavish promise that Russia can hold in front of the Kurds 
today is the prospect of a united and autonomous Kurdish state 
stretching from Rojava in Syrian Kurdistan to northern Iraq. 
Indeed, the Russian-backed loyalist offensive in Aleppo has en
abled the YPG to move beyond its territory in northwestern Syria 
eastward toward Azaz along the Turkish border. 

Russia knows not only how to get under Turkey's skin but also 
how to make Turkey break out in hives over the Kurdish threat. 
In a very public move, Russia took the liberty of inaugurating an 
office in Moscowfor the Democratic Union Party, the political arm 
ofthe YPG in Syria, inviting members from Turkey's pro-Kurdish 
opposition People's Democratic Party and even representatives 
from Ukraine's rebel Donbas region for good measure. 

Bestowing legitimacy on the Kurdish rebel groups that Turkey 
is painstakingly trying to exclude from the negotiating table while 
enabling Kurdish rebel advances on the Syrian battlefield was 
simply too much for Erdogan to bear. AB a result, Turkish artillery 
is now poundingYPG positions in the north around Azaz and Tel 
Rifaat. 

Turkey will not allow itself to be tied down by the Russians 
and will do whatever it takes to force the U.S. hand in enabling a 
Turkish military move into northern Syria. The Turkish message 
to Washington is that the Turkish government cannot be regarded 
as just another tribe or faction on the Syrian battlefield; instead, 
it is a nation-state with national interests at stake. 

The U.S.does not mind Turkey's being on the offensive in north
ern Syria ifit means stronger action against the Islamic State, 
but there is still the matter of dealing with Moscow. Turkey, not 
to mention Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, is not 
about to make an impulsive move in northern Syria. All three 
countries understand the risks associated with putting forces in 
the air and on the ground with Russian-and potentially Irani
an-fighter jets operating in the same space. The proliferation of 
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players on the battlefield is inevitable-Stratfor, 2/16. 
Such strategic moves by Putin's Russia make the United 

States' leadership look utterly amateurish and incapable. 
Moreover, with every successful step, the Russian leader is 
encouraged to venture further afield-

It is easy to be sceptical about the Syrian ceasefire. 
Half a dozen previous ceasefires all speedily collapsed. 
There are disagreements about crucial details. And if the 

mighty United States was not able to end the fighting, why should 
we expect more of [the] ill-matched trio of power brokers; Russia, 
Turkey and Iran? 

That may be the point. The US may be mighty but its credi
bility in the region is at rock bottom. After Obama's "Red Line" 
fiasco, Western involvement against Assad has been little more 
than rhetorical. The Islamisation of the Syrian opposition has 
left our objectives hopelessly confused. 

And the US, by using the Kurds as their ground army, has 
alienated the Turks, who are pivotal and who have now joined 
with the Russians as brokers of [the ceasefire] announcement. 
The Russians have shown no such muddleheadedness.Their aim 
from the beginning has been to sustain Assad in order to block the 
Islamist alternative. They have been ruthless-as in the Aleppo 
bloodbath. And it may have worked. 

The bottom line is that the parties on the ground are more 
impressed by Russian bombs than by US words. 2017, bringing 
Brexit and President Trump, already looked like an earthquake 
year-Telegraph, 12/16. 

To this final statement we heartily agree. Many things are 
afoot that indicate the day of Christ is near. The signs are 
glaringly bright in the darkness-for those that have their 
eyes open and focused on what is important. "Foryourselves 
knowperfectly that the day ofthe Lord so cometh as a thiefin 
the night . • . But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that 
day should overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the children of 
Jigh t, and the children of the day: we are not ofthe night, nor 
ofdarkness. 

'Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch 
and be sober'~T.D.C. 

Wedo not learn ofGod's matters in the clouds. There is nothing in 
the sky, or sea,or landscape, or town, or business, or home, or body, 
or blood, to tell us of them: quite the contrary. We know of them 
only through the word preached as read; and as faith cometh by 
hearing, so faith continuetli by the same instrumentality.-R.R. 
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One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Continued from page 36) 

"Men love themselves, and are covetous when they will not 
risk their present interests and social position for truth. 
The study of the Bible for a lifetime will be of little benefit 
to them; while to those of an opposite or different mind, who 
become as little children, the Christianity of the Bible may 
be learned in a week, for it is therein "revealed unto babes." 

- Herald of the Kingdom 
A third item was on "Placing The Responsibility In The Right Place"

Christ's sheep are a flock who know the shepherd's voice, 
which is the Truth. This never divides them, and they make 
no outcry against excluding wolves and goats from their 
fold ... and we never yet heard a real sheep say, "this is very 
offensive to us" - Herald of the Kingdom 

* * * 
BRO. Roberts' "Sunday Morning Exhortation No. 136"

We will not stay to ask anything about Colosse or its inhabi
tants. Suffice it that this epistle was addressed to that portion 
of its inhabitants only which he describes in the second verse 
as "saints and faithful brethren in Christ." We are interested in 
what he has to say to this class, because the class exists today, 
and stands related to the same things. 

* * * 
AS noted earlier, bro. Roberts followed through on his promise to place 
a map of the Middle East on the first page inside of the magazine. This 
feature would run each month-

By the kindness ofthe brethren W. and D. Smith, engravers of 
Edinburgh, we are able this month to appear with an improved 
title-heading on the first page inside. The principal feature of 
the design is the introduction ofa miniature map of those por
tions of the earth's surfaces with which the promises are more 
particularly associated, and on which the signs of the times 
principally hinge. Such a feature is appropriate to a magazine 
wholly consecrated to the Hope of Israel. 

* * * 
TO the ideas and suggestions expressed for the "Christadelphian Maga
zine, "bro. Roberts stated-

We appreciate your desire to have the Christadelphian in all 
points conducted in the best way possible. We are always willing 
to adopt suggestions when they commend themselves. When 
they do otherwise, rest assured that it is from no disrespect to 
the suggestor, but for reasons we cannot always make manifest. 

* * * 
ON the question of "Fellowship"-bro. Roberts wrote-

Fellowship is governed by principles professed, and not by those 
which may be entertained contrary to profession. We must take 
people at their professions and not as they may be irresponsi
bly represented by those not connected with them. When the 
right flag is shown from the battlements, the responsibility of 
treachery (if there is such) rests with the traitors (if there are 
such), and not with those who enter the castle in good faith. 
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IN this January issue, a series of articles were started on, "Our Chifdren and 
Our Sunday Schools." It was brought about by the suggestion of a bro. that 
space, month by month, be set aside for this purpose-

The Editor has often been importuned to resume the Children's 
Magazine, and almost as often has he nearly formed the reso
lution to comply. But every now and then, he is withheld from 
his purpose by the impossibility of keeping up with the physical 
strain involved in the doing of all that is desirable to be done. 
He has not finally abandoned the idea; but, for the present these 
articles may serve as an acceptable substitute. 

We notice that bro. Roberts was involved in many aspects of the Truth. He 
was the editor of the "Christadelphian" and the "Christadelphian Chifdren's 
Magazine," he exhorted and lectured as he traveffed from one ecclesia to 
another, he debated and defended the Truth against the encroachments of 
the world and the churches (oftentimes on the spur of the moment, with little 
time for preparation), and he carried the burdens ofaff ecclesial troubles and 
problems, which were many. He strove with aff his time and effort to keep 
the Truth pure. He had time for tittle else. Let us carefuffy consider what he 
has done for the Truth and compare it with our efforts. Truly, the harvest is 
plentiful, but the labourers are few indeed). 

* * * 
THE "Signs of the Times" of 135 years ago were commented on-

The year of 1882 finds the saints still waiting, but not without 
the portents of the Lord's approach thickening as the time 
advances. This is enough. The day and the hour have not yet 
been revealed. Times and seasons in an epochal sense, and their 
characteristic tokens have been revealed, and events have been 
verifying the revelation in a marked manner for a hundred 
years past. The subject has to be looked at broadly to be seen 
correctly. It embraces a programme of centuries, and must not 
therefore be judged by the events of a year or two, though it may 
at last focalize in the event of a moment-the manifestation of 
the Lord Jesus Christ in the earth. 

Then, in an outline of the things that had happened with England, Russia, 
and with the Jews, bro. Roberts said

... On the other hand, we see Russia and England having risen 
to the position of the greatest powers in the world, posing as 
the mutual antagonists in the inevitable death-struggle for the 
empire of the East. Under the shadow of these gigantic devel
opments, we observe the Jews becoming a conspicuous figure in 
the world-drama, and furnishing in themselves and their land, 
a question that is arousing the deepest feelings and challenging 
the attentions of the world's politicians. 

Then he spoke of a greater event that was occurring in the unseen corners 
of society

... The creation of a people by the formulative power of the 
apostolic testimony, who are intelligently watching all these 
things in the light shed upon them by the oracles of God, and 
looking for the promised re-appearing of the Lord Jesus. 

In relation to these things, bro. Roberts offered a word of encouragement
In all this, there is quite enough to satisfy a Scriptural appre
hension of the situation. Premature expectations of the Lord's 
coming are not a discouraging feature when rightly regarded. 
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They turn upon certain views of the prophetic word, which 
have been verified by events. They were a deduction from 
things predicted to happen, which have happened-at the time 
appointed-viz., the fall of the coercive power of the Papacy, 
the drying up ofthe Euphratean power. These events bring the 
Lord's coming epochally; they bring with them the time of the 
end-the time of his coming. The mistake was supposing they 
would bring that coming in the very year that witnessed the 
papal overthrow. Intelligence will recognize this mistake without 
discouragement, in view ofthe actual verification of the grounds 
upon which the expedition was based. 

He then further adds an important thought for all of us to consider if we 
become discouraged-

We may rejoice in prospect of the Lord's coming, which, if it 
does not come just immediately, is nevertheless "in the air"-an 
event dispensationally hovering, and that may be realized at 
any moment. IF, in the programme of divine wisdom, we have 
further to wait, there will be no 'delay', for God's ways are all 
appointed. There will merely be "waiting", and we have many 
reasons for waiting with composure and patience for an event 
which, when once it occurs, will introduce a work from which 
there will be no going back, and a glorious day for the saints, 
FOR WHICH THERE WILL BE NO END. 

* * * 
INTERESTING Bible Lectures

"The Bible, Whence is it, of Man or from God?"
 
"A Creed which Only Bible Christians can Endorse."
 
"Evil, its Beginning, Duration and End."
 
"Paul among the Philosophers at Athens."
 
"God's People and their Glorious Inheritance."
 
"The Prophecies of Daniel with Reference to this
 
Dispensation and the Re-appearing of Christ Among Men."
 
"The Constitution of Christ 's Kingdom."
 

December Answers-uProverbs" 
1. Wisdom 21. Lemuel 
2. Shining light 22. Old landmark 
3. Fools 23. Bone 
4. Goodnews 24. Lot 
5. Darkness 25. Removed 
6. Reprover 26. Child 
7. Honeycomb 27. Mind 
8. Righteous 28. Virtuous Woman 
9. Travelleth 29. Hell 

10. Hunter 30. Broken tooth 
11. Rubies 31. Fool 
12. Mocker 32. Meddling 
13. Truth 33. Medicine 
14. Seven pillars 34. Strength 
15. Law 35. Mother 
16. Lips 36. Stone 
17. Sluggard 37. Lion 
18. Talebearer 38. Sling 
19. Tomorrow 39. Deceitful 
20. Child 40. Bread 
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One Hundred & Thirty-Five Years Ago 
The Cbristedelpbian; ;January, 1882 

WRITING of a visit to Good Hope, in Aug. 1861, during the Civil War, Dr. 
Thomas says-

As brethren, we must not mingle in the strife, but be quiet 
come what will; and if the contending parties will not let us 
alone, then clear out from under their dominion. The saints 
had nothing to do with patriotism or zeal for the country of 
one's birth or adoption. Christ, who is the Elder Brother and 
the First Born of the Divine Family,"left them an exa mple that 
they should walk in his steps" (1 Pet. 2:21). 

* * * 
IN a second article, bro. Thomas asks "Why Are Some Quick And Some 
Slow To Understand The Truth?"- (Cont inued on page33) 

BIBLE PUZZLE-"1st and 2nd Peter" 
1. Peter an ... 21. Being ... together� 
2•... unto you 22.•.. the flock of God� 
3.A ... hope 23. Being ... to the flock 
4. An .•• incorruptible 24. Be clothed with • • •� 
5.... in heaven for you 25. He ... for you� 
6. Ready to be ... 26. Great and precious •. . 
7. Through manifold ... 27. Add to your faith . • • 
8. Trial of your ... 28. More sure word of • •• 
9. More ... than gold 29. Come in the last days ...� 

10•... desire to look into 30. Lord is not .•.� 
11. As ..• children 31. Grow in ... 
12. Be ye ... 32. Have obtained like precious ..•� 
13.... love of the brethren 33. Were ... of his majesty� 
14. All flesh is as ... 34. This is my . .. Son 
15. Word of the Lord ..• 35. With him in the holy ... 
16. Built up a house 36. Stir up your pure ... 
17. Ye are a generation 37. Words spoken by holy . . .� 
18 from fleshly lusts 38. Commandments of the .. •� 
19 of a meek and quiet spirit 39. Where is promise of his . ..� 
20. Honour unto the ... 40. Beloved be not ... 
Abstain Eyewitnesses Ignorant Prophets 
Angels Faith Inheritance Reserved 
Apostle Faith Lively Revealed 
Apostles Feed Minds Scoffers 
Beloved Grace Mount Slack 
Careth Grace Obedient Spiritual 
Chosen Grass Ornament Temptation 
Coming Heirs Precious Unfeigned 
Endureth Holy Promises Virtue 
Ensample Humility Prophecy Wife 
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