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Studies and Thoughts BY BROTHER JOHN THOMAS

THE ANGELS OF HIS POWER
The Godhead, or Fountain of Power, is only One , and speaks

of Himself as One only. We have seen also that there existed
many Sons of Power before the ear th was fashioned. These are
Elohim, of whom it is testified (Psa. 103:20)-"Blessye Yahweh,
ye His Angels, Mighty Ones ofPower, doers ofHis Word, hearken
ing to the voice ofHis command. Bless ye Yahweh, all His armies,
His ministers who do His pleasure. "

And in another place, commanding their worshipful recogni
tion of Messiah-"Bow down to him, allye Elohim" (Psa.97:7)
which is quoted by Paul and applied to the glorified Jesus in the
words-"Let all the angels ofGod worship him" (Heb. 1:6).

By these testimonies we are taught that the Elohim and the
Angels are the same order of Divine Intelligences, and that they
belong to, or are the property of, Yahweh.

Hence they are styled His Angels, His Mighty Ones of Power,
His Hosts, His Servants or Ministers 'who do His pleasure.' He is
their Creator, Lord , or Imperial Chief. And they are more an
cient than the human race .

Without Him, they can do nothing. It may be said of them as
Jesus said of himself, 'Of myself I can do nothing' (In. 5:30).
Energized and authorized, however, by Him, and nothing is too
great or difficult for them to do. The Supreme Power, or Ail, has
His pleasures. And whatever He is pleased to do, He commands
its execution, and they perform it by His Spirit, whose material
embodiments they are.

They are, therefore, 'spiri ts '- public official spirits, as Paul
styles them (Heb, 1:14). They are 'begotten of the Spirit' and
consequen tly spirit (I n. 3:6). They are therefore IN Ail and OF
Ail, and He through them all. To see them is to see Power in
form and body: in common terms, to 'see God'-and yet not to
see Ail, 'Whom no man hath seen, or can see' (1 Tim. 6:16 ).

This intimate relationship, so intimate as to constitute a Unity
in Plurality-(but NOT a plurality in the absolute and primary
Power, the Source of alD-is expressed in Is . 45: "Thus saith
Yahweh that created the heavens;hu ha-Elohim. (HE THE ELO
HIM) that formed the earth and made it. He hath established it.
He created it not in vain . .. I, YAHWEH, and none beside."

In this text, 'Yahweh' is twice repeated. This expresses One ,
being in the singular number. But Elohim is plural, expressing
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two or a multitude. And this noun of multitude is prefaced, not
by 'they' as 'they the Elohim,' but by 'he' as 'he the Elohim.'

This peculiarity is doctrinal, not accidental. It is not an arbi
trary custom oflanguage, but design ed. It teaches that the Cre
ation was produced from One Power ex ou (out of which) are all
things (1 Cor. 8:6); and that this One Power operated through a
plurality of agents, or Elohim, who are the Spirit-embodiments
of its rays.

If, then, the question be asked: By what power did they, the
Elohim, create and make all mundane things, the answer is: By
the Spirit, self-named Yahweh , Whose sons , messengers, and ser
vants they are. Spirit radiant from the Eternal Center of Light
and Power embodied itself in them, and from them-as second
ary focal organizations-radiated into the substance of the earth
and waters. By this radiation a collateral connection was estab
lished, with the 'free spirit'-directly emanating from the Focal
Center of the Universe-penneating and pervading all atoms.

Holding such a relation to all things, and energized by such a
Power, they could move heaven , earth and sea, and elaborated
the 6 days' work of power with ease.

The plurality of Elohim in the work of Creation is manifest
from Gen. 1:26-"Let US make man in OUR image, after OUR
likeness."

If the Yahweh -Spirit had been solitary in the work, He would
rather have said, if He said anything, 'I will make man in My
image, after My likeness.' What was said is recorded to reveal to
the reader the true relation of things. The mandate issued from
Yahweh that man be made in the Spirit-type, and be so consti
tuted that divine intelligence and power should be displayed
through his organism.

That Spirit-type was the Angel Elohim after whom Adam and
Eve were made. In form and likeness they were the same, only in
nature of inferior quality. This was Yahweh's pleasure, and it was
done by the 'fingers' of His Power. So we read-"When I con
sider the heavens, the work of Thy fingers, the moon and stars
which Thou hast ordained-what is man, that Thou art mindful
of him? And the son of man, that Thou visitest him? For Thou
hast made him a little lower than the Elohim . .. " (Psa. 8:3-5).

When this is quoted in the New Testament by Paul, the word
Elohim is rendered by 'angels' (Heb. 2:9), because Elohim are
the agents , or executive ' fingers' of the Spirit. 'The Spirit of God'
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confined to its ports by 'the winds' which become 'his messen
gers' (Psa. 104:34)-finds no alternative but to place itselfat the
disposal of the King of the Jews, and to become his naval arm in
the restoration ofIsrael, and the prosecution of the war upon
"The Beast, False Prophet, and kings of the earth, and their
annies"-all of which will refuse obedience to his will (Rev. 19:19).

Peace being granted, then, to the Lion-Power of Sheba, Dedan
and Tarshish, and to certain othermaritime States, styled 'coas ts,'
they will blockade the hostile countries which refuse to let Israel
go. And thus policing the seas against the King's enemies, they
proceed to convey his subjects from the 'coasts afar off" to the
'place of the Name of Yahweh of armies, Mt. Zion' (Isa. 18:7 ).

Thus saith Isaiah-"The ships of Tarshish among the fir st,
shall obey him, to bring thy sons, 0 Zion, from afar; their silver
and their gold with them, to the Name of the Lord thy God, and
to the Holy One of Israel, because He hath glorified thee" (Isa.
60:9).

And besides this service (Psa. 72:10-15)-"Kings ofTarsh ish
and of the coasts shall bring presents: kings of Sheba shall
offer gifts . . . And the gold ofSheba shall be given to him. "

Gold is the last thing governments deliver over to one an
other.All their financial policy is to keep the gold in their respec
tive countries. The fact, therefore, of Tarshish and Sheba (which
we have seen are subject to the same Lion-Power) giving up their
gold to the Son of David as a gift, is proof of his acknowledged
ascendancy in the countries pertaining to that dominion. His
imperial sovereignty there being admitted, it is manifest that all
things pertaining to the government of the British Empire will
be at the absolute disposal of 'Jesus, the King of the Jews.'

Now, it is not to be supposed that-this being the case-the
King of Israel will permit the government of that dominion to
remain in the hands of the reigning family, and of those heredi
tary and representative legislators and officials who at present
constitute its 'young lions.' It will certainly be taken from them,
and transferred to the personal friends of His Majesty, the Holy
One ofIsrael.

At present the British Empire has but one Chief, that is styled
King or Queen, who is head of both Church and State. From this
person all glory, honor and power proceed; and in whose name
also all civil and ecclesiastical affairs are administered, and the
souls of the people professedly 'cured'!
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The intelligent believer of the Gospel of the Kingdom will at
once perceive that there will be no place for such a King or
Queen in the Empire whose peoples have come to the
acknowledgement of the imperial sovereignty of Yahweh 's King.
Hence the Royal Family of England must be dethroned; and all
its 'lords spiritual and temporal' be ejected from their present
rank, dignity, place and power.

Their fate may be more tolerable than that of the 'kings of the
earth' and their adherents 'who make war upon the Lamb' (Rev.
17:12-14). For these latter, who will 'not have him to reign over
them' will be slain before his face (Lk. 19 :27); but the others,
who prudently surrender at discretion, shall be conveyed to
Jerusalem and see the glory of him who shall have superseded
them in administering their Empire.

Thus, if the present Queen of England become contemporary
with these events, she will have the opportunity of bowing the
knee-as a former Queen of Sheba did to a King of Israel-to the
'greater than Solomon.' When she arrives before the divine maj
esty of Israel's King, what an insignificant thing her 'British
Majesty' will appear, even in her own eyes! Surely there will then
remain 'no more spirit in her,' and she will confess that 'it was a
true report' she had heard in her own land of his acts and of his
wisdom, but that she believed not their words till she came, and
her own eyes had seen it; and that one half of the greatness of his
wisdom had not been told her (1 Kgs. 10:5-7).

She may then truly say (vs. 8-9)-"Happy are thy men, and
happy are these thy servants which stand continually before thee
and hear thy wisdom. Blessed be Yahweh thy God, Who delighted
in thee to set thee on His throne, to be King for Yahweh thy God.
Because God loved Israel to establish them FOR EVER, therefore
hath He made thee King over them, to do judgment and justice. "

What a joyous sight it willbe to the men who encompass Israel's
King, to behold the proud queen, nobles and bishops of England
bowing the knee and making confession of their own worthless
ness, and the blessedness of those in whose presence they are
humbled. Such a sight as this will abundantly repay them for all
they may have suffered of neglect, hardship and contempt at
their ungodly hands.

Bribery and corruption, royal extravagance and pauperism,
Gentile legislation and injustice, episcopal and priestly blasphemy
and hypocrisy will then have an end in Britain and its dependen-
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cies. And the reason of all this is because 'the kingdoms of this
world' will then have 'become the kingdoms of Yahweh and of
the Christ' who will 'reign in righteousness' and appoint 'princes
who shall rule in judgment' (Rev. 11:15; Isa. 32:1).

-Herald, April, 1858

Voyage To Australia And New Zealand
And Other Lands

(Contin ued)

FROM DUNEDIN TO TASMANIA, via
INVERCARGILL AND RIVERTON

Saturday, February 29th, 1896-It had been arranged that
before leaving Dunedin, I should have a meeting with several
fragments into which the Dunedin ecclesia had been broken
from various causes. The object was, ifpossible, to unite them.

In one case there were doctrinal divergencies that rendered
union impossible (ther e must be one faith before there can be
one body); these were not invited.

In the other cases, it was what may be called old man-ism
that was at the root of the trouble. The question , who should
be chief, is the most destructive of all discords: "When pride
com eth , then com eth conten tion."

It is the Lord 's express command to all who aspire to be his
disciples: "Be servan ts; take the lowest place." "If any among
you desire to be chief, the same shall be last of all."

When the reasonable spirit of modest self-assessment pre
vails, dis-union is impossible; for each holds the other up in
stead of pulling him down.

In this case, the affair was mixed up with the question:
"Should women rule?" "Does not Paul forbid her to 'u sur p
authority over the man'?"

If this question is treated in the spirit the Lord prescribes
for all his brethren, there will be no danger or even question
of the woman usurping authority over the man. If the last
thing is for man to usurp authority over his brother-if, as
Peter commands, "all are clothed with humility and all are
subject one to another"-there will be no room for the usur
pation of either man or woman to come in.

But in point of fact, there was no question of whether wom
an 's voice was to be heard in consultation or suggestion.
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and 'the fingers of God' are synonymous, as appears from Matt.
12:28 and Lk. 11:20. And Elohim are spirit, being ex autou, 'out
of Him,' Yahweh. What the fingers of the hand are to the brain,
such are the hosts of Elohim to Yahweh. They are UNITY OF
SPIRIT, which is GOD.-Herald, March, 1858

THE SUBJUGATION OF TARSHISH
At his return, the Lord Jesus finds a remnant of his country

men in Jerusalem and Judea-a 'third part' only CZech. 13:8) of
those in the land before the invasion: so reduced is their number
by the war. This third part, however, constitutes the subject
nucleus of the Kingdom, which afterwards becomes a 'great moun
tain' and 'fills the whole earth' (Dan . 2:35 ). It is a third part
which will have been 'brough t through the fire ' CZech . 13:9 ), and
referred to by Isaiah as 'those that escape of them'. Of these,
says Yahweh, He will send messengers to Tarshish and the na
tions, to Greece and the coasts that are afar off, that have not
heard His fame nor seen His glory-''And they shall declare it
among the Gentiles" (Isa. 66:19).

The Tarshish fleet being dispersed and broken by storm (Psa.
48:7) , the surviving land forces of the Lion-Power in Palestine
have no alternative but retreat or surrender.

Allknowledge of events must, therefore be communicated west
ward by the messengers of the Conqueror. When they arrive at
'the isles,' or coasts, and at Tarshish, the Lion-Power of Britain
will answer them with words of peace. The then recent breaking
of their Mediterranean ships by the east wind, in obedience to
the will of the Stone ofIsrael, will certainly convince the 'young
lions' of the State the impossibility of a maritime power contend
ing successfully against One whom the winds and sea obey.

The very nature of the case is sufficient to prove to the reader
that however hostile Britain and the other maritime States may
be to the King of the Jews, not a single hostile vessel could leave
their ports. The wind and raging of the sea would be too furious.
What, then, must be the necessary position of the maritime pow
ers of the world on hearing of the fame of Jesus, and his demands
on them through his ambassadors? The only answer that can be
given is: They shall obey him. This conclusion is confirmed by the
words ofIsa. 60:9-"Surely coasts shall obey him, and the ships
ofTarshish among the first ."

Thus, then, it is that the Lion-Power-rendered powerless for
evil on the coasts of Palestine by the dispersion of its fleet, and
Berean 2014 5



There was no question of public speaking. All were agreed
tha t the la w of the Lord prohibi ted woman's voice from being
heard in public assembly. The question really was whether in
the non-public working or management of things, woman's
voice might be allowed a place.

The question seems an extraordinary one. The Lord's law
is never directed to the prescription of impossibilities. You
can no more suppress a wise woman's influence and a wise
woman's voice, than you can suppress the law of gravitation.

You may prevent her delivering a public address: but you
cannot prevent her giving good counsel, and you ought not.
Though woman, by Divine law is in subjection, she is not to be
extinguished.

If man is her head, it is not to domineer over her, but to
protect and cherish and serve her in honour "as the weaker
vessel," content with the casting vote in matters of difference,
which is the extent of his superior privilege.

If the Scriptures appoint man as her head, they do no ex
clude her from partnership in all that concerns their mutual
well-being.

They show us women "labouring with Paul in the gospel"
(Phil.4:3): as official servants of an ecclesia with business in
hand, which the ecclesia was called upon to promote (Rom .16:1
3): exercising the prophetic gift (Acts 21:9); prominently min
istering to Christ himself (Luke 8:2-3): sometimes leaders in
Israel, like Deborah (Judg. 4:4).

The denial of public speech to women is as far as we are
justified in repressing them. I have seen tyrannical and un
sympathetic men wrongly using Paul 's authority to put down
and quench godly women more qualified than they themselves
to exercise judgment and give counsel.

Let her certainly be modest, but let her not be reduced to
a cipher, which God never intended. She is intended as a com
rade and a help which she greatly is, when enlightened and
treated rightly.

We ought to be thankful when women turn up who are
able to help with wise suggestion. To object to such on the
score of "r uling the ecclesia," is to evince either a shameful
misconception of duty or an itch for headship which disquali
fies for the true service of the ecclesia.

No man who wants to be head is fit to be head. The head-
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ship that comes from service is the only headship that is either
useful or tolerable, or, in the long run , possible.

Where the spirit of exalting each other, instead of exalting
ourselves prevails (as Christ commands), there is little danger
of difficulty arising, and an easy settlement of them when they
do arise.

There were some other and more doubtful points, but these
were the chief. I pressed them upon attention, and in the end,
it was agreed that a new attempt should be made to meet as
one body.

In the afternoon, I was accompanied to the train by a
number of brethren and sisters from whom I was sorry to
part. The train started at four o'clock for Balclutha-my next
appointment.

I was to be met at Stirling, the next station before. I was
expected by the morning train, but delayed till the afternoon
for the reconciliation meeting.

Brother Campbell telegraphed the change to the brothers
Moseley, but, through somebody's forgetfulness, the telegram
was not delivered for two or three days, so that, when I ar
rived at Stirling, I found brothers Moseley in attendance for
the second time, and in some trepidation as to the case of my
non-arrival by the first train. However, "all is well that ends
well."

There were two small conveyances-a brother Moseley in
each. William took me, and John the "things," and we set off
on a three-mile ride in the solitary countryside to Inchclutha
a sort of island delta formed by the action of two rivers. This
delta is flat farm country, nearly wholly occupied by the
Moseleys.

The Moseleys are a numerous family, of the sturdy Puritan
type, improved by the enlightening operation of the Truth .

The father (now dead) came into the country 40 years ago,
from Nottingham, with the first batch of settlers, when the
country was covered with bush and Maories. He was an un
compromising foe to Roman Catholicism and Presbyterian
ism, and made many enemies, who tried unsuccessfully to end
the conflict with the bullet. The acuteness oftheir enmity was
chiefly due to his successful thwarting of a plan, in the first
settlement of things, to saddle the land with a perpetual en
dowment of Presbyterianism.
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He thwarted the plan by presenting, along with others, a
petition to the Home Government, to throw open the land in
the new colony to all classes of Her Majesty's subjects. There
was a more numerously-signed petition of the other side, but
the Moseley petitionists, being more expeditious in their ways,
their petition arrived considerably ahead of the other, and
had obtained a decision in advance.

In the end, Mr. Moseley embraced the Truth, whi ch came
under his notice through his sons , to whom it had been intro
duced by brother R. Simons, the local station-master-now
located at Greenisland.

At his death, his numerous family-about a dozen, if I re
member rightly-nearly all of whom have accepted the Truth,
broke up into different establishments in the neighbourhood
of one another: so that it now comes to pass that the neigh
bourhood is dominated by the Moseleys, and by the Truth.

I was conveyed to the comfortable house of William, where
I was cordially welcomed by William 's wife (sister Moseley
from Aberdeenshire, Scotland) and her small and interesting
family. I was ready for rest after the fatigues of the day, and
was soon lost in the silent slumbers of the night.

* * *
Sunday, March 1st-After breakfast, rode three miles to

the breaking of bread at Kaitangata. This is a native name,
and means man-food-that is, man as food. It was the centre
at which the natives used to have periodical feasts on human
flesh. The subjects were prisoners, taken in the tribal wars :
and they us ed to be treated well and fatten ed up till the day of
use .

The cannibalism was largely due to the fact that there were
no animals in the country: the only food was fern-root and
fish. Human flesh was more of a delicacy than it would have
been if they had known the cow, sheep, pig , or even horse.

Kaitangata (Kai , food; tangata, man) is now the quiet seat
of a mining industry, which supports a population of about
1,000 souls, who are housed in substantial wooden buildings,
forming several streets on the hill-side, and scattered about in
the neighbourhood.

Kaitangata is used as the centre for the breaking of bread
to suit the convenience of the scattered members of the ec
clesia. They mustered to the number of between 20 and 30-
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assembling in the hall of the Free Masons-Brother
Cunningham presided.

The strong smell of tobacco was a jar to that holiness "in
all manner ofconversation, " "both in body and spirit, " which
the Truth prescribes.

The Truth does not teach all the lessons at once. Time is
needed for growth in knowledge and duty. When, at last, it
completes its work, the members of the house of Christ are a
joy to God and man. It is very certain there will be no smell
of tobacco in the Kingdom of God.

In the evening, the hall was filled to hear a lecture on the
Bible doctrine of a future state.

* * *
Monday, March 2nd-Day very wet, spent indoors writ

ing.
In the evening, drove in the rain eight miles to Balclutha,

where I had been advertised to lecture on the Bible signifi
cance of the disturbed state of the world.

Counter attractions had been provided by the adversary
in the shape of two lectures, one by a lady on my subject; the
other by a New Zealand public man. Between this and the
bad weather, our audience was only small, numbering about
80; but the meeting was not without result, if the remarks
made in dispersing were any guide.

We rode home in the rain the same distance. I might have
apprehended bad effects from such prolonged exposure in
the wet after lecture, but no harm followed.

* * *
Tuesday, March 3rd-Bright day. After devoting the first

part of the day to writing, I was driven out in the afternoon
by brothers William and John Moseley to a picturesque cor
ner by the sea, where the Maories still live. I think the name
was Mullins. The principal part of the enjoyment was in the
animated conversation that took place on various topics, but
chiefly Scriptural.

On our return, we found a number of the brethren and
sisters assembled at brother William's house to spend a so
cial evening. I delivered an informal address seated-feeling
rather unwell.

* * *

12

Wednesday, March 4th-Departed at 11 a.m. from Balclutha
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station for Invercargill , accompanied by brother Moseley and
his unmarried sister.

In the train we found sister Barclay, of Dunedin, and
brother Campbell's youngest daughter, of Greenisland. They
had been invited to Invercargill on the occasion of my visit.
Invercargill is about 80 miles further south than Balclutha.
We performed the journey in about four hours.

About 30 miles from Invercargill, we were joined by brother
Frank Mackay, son of brother and sister Mackay, of
Invercargill , so that we were a goodly company on our ar
rival. Several others were with them.

Brother Brown drove me by myself to brother Mackay's,
where I was cordia lly received by sister Mackay. I had known
sister Mackay about 30 years ago as sister Wood, of Tamworth.

Brother Mackay, originally from the Highlands of Scot
land, was at that time in New Zealand, and hearing of sister
Wood, came to see, and obtained favour, which ended in mar
riage, and return to New Zealand with a prize.

Those of us at home who were disposed to begrudge him
his victory have since seen ca use to rejoice in the benefit indi
rectly resulting, in many ways to the Truth in New Zealand.

In addition, there is a large and promising family growing
up under the fostering influences of a wise mother and the
Truth supreme. The effects are visible in a gratifying form.

Invercargill has grown to considerable importance since
then . It is now a coast town of about 8 ,000 inhabitants. It is
not exactly a seaport, but has communication with the sea. It
is built at the top of a shallow estuary, which is deep enough
to allow small steamers and ketches to come up to a wooden
pier, forming a sort of small harbour.

Besides this, at the mouth of the estuary, about 18 miles
distant, is a hill , called The Bluff, at which the water is deep
enough to berth ocean going steamers. Here, by means of a
communicating railway, Invercargill exports wool, and does a
general sea business. The town is solidly and elegantly built at
the centre, and prettily scatters out on all sides on a ground
plan admitting of ample extension. The plentiful admixture
of vegetation with neat villas is very pleasing.

The town is laid out in four municipal sections, for two of
which brother Mackay fills the office of Town Clerk. The ob
ject of this sub-division is to ensure that the money contrib
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uted by a district shall be spent in it. It often happens in a
municipality extending over a large area, that the money con
tributed by the whole is spent at the centre or in some fa
voured part. The Invercargill plan seems wise.

(To be continued, God willing)

Every Man Perfect In ChristJesus
By BROlHERG. V.GROWCOn

(Continued)

In chapter three Paul speaks specifically of many of the
distinguishing marks of the state he describes as "holy and
blameless"-marks by which we can measure ourselves. Among
the requirements Paul lists are-

Fixing the heart on heavenly things;
Not setting our interests on any present things;
Putting to death the evil tendencies and reactions of the flesh;
Mercy, kindness, humbleness, meekness, longsuffering, for-

bearance, forgiveness, love;
Allowing the peace of God to rule the heart;
Allowing the Word of Christ to dwell within us in all wisdom;
Every word and deed done in the Name of Jesus and in

thanksgiving to God;
The speech always pure, and sober, and gracious;

Walking always in wisdom-"Wisdom excelleth folly as light
excellethdarkness."

These are some of the elements of the holiness of which the
apostle speaks.

"Ifye continue in the Faith, grounded and settled, and be not
moved away from the hope ofthe Gospel" (Col. 1:23).

To be moved away from the hope of the Gospel does not just
mean to openly leave the Truth. There are other equally
disastrous, and far more subtle, ways we can be "moved away."

Other interests can take more and more of our attention
interests that may be perfectly legitimate and necessary up to a
point-as our daily bread, or our family, or our home.

Or we can gradually getourknowledge of the Truth unbalanced
and distorted by being absorbed by certain aspects to the extent
of their becomingcrotchets. It is soeasy and so natural to justkeep
going around and around on the same subject or two, instead of
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trulystudying theScriptures as a whole, and developingknowledge
of the whole Truth on a broad front.

"I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which
is behind ofthe afflictions ofChrist in my flesh for his Body's
sake, which is the Ecclesia" (Col. 1:24).

Paul was writing from prison. He who was so concerned and
anxious to be going about caring for the brethren, was unjustly
confined and kept in bonds . And though he was so powerful a
preacher of righteousness, and though workers were so few, still
God left him in prison for years at a time. Why? The ways of God
are not our ways . There are many aspects to His wisdom and His
purpose. He has other things to accomplish for which an impris
oned Paul was more powerful than a Paul at liberty.

Howdifficultitis tobringourselves torealize the hard realities
ofthese sufferings of the men of God in the past! But we must, for
all these things have essential lessons for our salvation, and unless
wein reverent humilitylearn them, then for us they have suffered
III vain,

Why did God allow Paul to be put and kept in such distressing
and humiliating and frustrating circumstances, when he could
have been triumphantly spreading the Gospel far and wide? The
progress of God 's work is not to be measured by outward results.
The eternal results are deep and hidden things.

Paul rejoiced in the beatings and abuse and hardships he
experienced, in that he was completing the sufferings ofChrist
for the ecclesia . The wise ofthe world would have long scientific
names for Paul's rejoicing at what they would consider useless
suffering, and which would reflect upon his mental balance but
how little does natural man know ofthe ways ofthe Spirit ofGod!
How careful we mustbe to keep an independent mind, undented
by the world 's foolish, passing theories.

Does Paul's viewpoint seem beautiful and reasonable and
satisfying to us , or does it seem foolish? In this we can test our
spiritual perception. We must try to perceive the beauty and
meaning of the ways of God.

What good did the sufferings of Paul do for the Ecclesia of
Christ? What good did the sufferings of Christ do for his Body's
sake? We know he had to die, but why did he have to suffer?

The answer lies in the deep problems involved in the develop
ment of the characters of his brethren-the principles to be
established-the lessons to be taught-the transforming bond of
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love to be created by the powerofrighteousness.Perhaps we realize
all too little the seriousness and importance of what must be done
in breaking down the hard shell of the natural man.

The sufferings of Christ and ofPaul-gladlyendured in lovefor
the brethren-should help us in breaking up the thoughtless
hardness of our hearts. This should be kept constantly before our
minds-thevision of these self-sacrificingmen. Then gradually we
shall see things in a clear, divine light. "l

We must learn and share the glorious secret of their joy in I
tribulation. It is all a matter ofperspective-ofwhere the heart is
fixed-ofwhat the hopes are centered on-ofwhat is realized to
be important, and what is seen to be desirable.

Animal comfort and pleasure is not the supreme essence of
goodness, though the world measures its civilization and progress
byit.Spiritualjoyis a far deeper and more intense enjoyment, and
ithas no relation to either physical comfortor rna terial possession.

These men realized that in the deep wisdom of God their
sufferings were purposeful and necessaryin bringingmany sons to
glory-necessary in breaking up the hard clods of the flesh and
bringing to perfection the beautiful fruits of the Spirit. Even of
Jesus himselfit was said (Heb. 5:8)-

"HeLEARNED OBEDIENCEby the things that he suffered."
And suffering today, which we often cannot understand, or see

any possible purpose or reason for, is in some inscrutable way
serving the same divine purpose. It is opening closed minds and
softening hard hearts-often completely unknown to the weary
sufferer. The glorious Body of Christ must-like their Head
enter the Kingdom through the refining of much tribulation.

This subject of the sufferings of the Body of Christ is a strange
and beautiful one. How little we know of the ways ofGod!Howlittle
we understand of the true values oflife! How little we comprehend
ofthe forces involved in the mortal battle between flesh and Spirit!

Still, through the conflicts and the shadows-we can even now
dimly perceive the workings of wisdom and beauty.

Beside his constant sufferings from without, the apostle bore
within himself a personal and distressing "thorn in the fiesh-a
messenger ofSatan to buffet him, lest he should be exalted above
rneasu.re. "

Three times he pleaded to be freed from it, but the Lord 's
gracious but firm answer was-

"My grace is sufficient for thee, for my strength is madeperfect
in weakness" (2 Cor . 12:9).
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And thereafter Paul no longer fretted for release, but found
peace through the very medium of his suffering-

"Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmity . . .
for when I am weak, then am I strong!" (v. 10).

Is not this the glorious strength we all desire? What then ifit
need be made perfect in weakness?Are we notsafeand strongwhen
we are in the humility ofweakness, butweak and in danger when
we are in the pride of strength?

In Colossians 1:26 the apostle speaks of the mystery that had
been hidden from ages and from generations. He explains it as

"The riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles,
which is CHRIST IN YOU, THE HOPE OF GLORY" (v . 27 ).

"Christinyou, the hope ofglory. " Is Christ in us? Jesus said, as
he was about to give himself up to death-

"If any man love me, he will keep my words:and my Father will
love him, and WE WIIL COME UNTO HIM AND MAKE
OUR ABODE WITH HIM" (In. 14:23).

Thisis the marvellous blessing we must constantly seek-that
he come unto us and make his abode with us.

"Christ in you, the hope ofglory" (Col. 1:27).
The promise depends, he says, on loving him and keeping his

Word-learning it, remembering it, holding it ever before us . To
the Galatians Paul said-

"My little children, ofwhom I travail in birth again UNTIL
CHRIST BE FORMED IN YOU" (Gal. 4:19).

The forming of Christ in them is the birth ofthenewman. This
is the "hopeofglory ."Unless the newman ofChrist-likedisposition
and gentleness is born, and the old man of the flesh is resolutely
and determinedly pu t away, no amountofhnowledge of the Truth
will avail. Therefore Paul continues-

"Whom wepreach, warning everyman and teaching everyman
in all wisdom, that we maypresent EVERYMAN PERFECT
IN CHRIST JESUS" (v . 28).

Let us recognize and realize the importance Paul attached to
this matter of presenting "every man perfect in Christ Jesus." He
continues in verse 29-

"Whereunto (that is, thepresenting ofevery man perfect) I also
labor, striving according toHis uiorhing, which uiorhetli in me
mightily. "

Paul, in all his sufferings, was striving and agonizing for the
perfection ofthose in his care, realizingthe seriousness ofthe issues,
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and how hard itwas to awaken them to the importance ofwhathad
to be done in them. How few realize the terrible urgency of these
things! Let us be sure we understandwhatPaul was soanxious and
concerned about-this "presenting ofevery man perfect in Christ
Jesus. " He continues, beginning th e next chapter (2:1,2)-

"For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you
... thatyour hearts maybe KNIT TOGETHER INLOVE, and
unto all riches ofthe full assurance ofUNDERSTANDING. "
Love-and understanding. This matter of being "knit to

gether in love "is not justa form of words. Itis a pressingmatter
of the most urgent importance. It is a vital characteristic of the
True Body of Christ. No group that is not knit together in love
can possibly bepart ofthe BodyofChrist. He made this the great
distinguishing feature of his brethren (In. 13:35)-

"By this-BY THIS-shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, IF ye have love one to another."

It must be a very remarkable affection to be such a mark of
distinction. Itis not somethingwecanjustleave tohappen ofitself.
It is something we must give careful attention and effort to. It is
a specific command, and mustbe observed andobeyed,justlikeany
other com mand, regardless of our natural feeling in the matter.
Jesus said-

"A new COMMANDMENT I give unto you-that ye LOVE
ONEANOTHER"(Jn.13:34).

Nor can we leave it in the realm of hazy abstraction and vague
good intentions. We must deliberately pursue it further, and get
down to specific facts and concreteevidence. Puttingaside all petty
annoyances, we must see each other as the holy saints of God in
various degrees of development.

The mind of the Spirit has-through Paul-given us a clear
delineation and definition ofwhat the Scriptures mean by love,and
expect as evidence of it-

"Love suffereth long, and is kind" (1 Cor. 13:4).
Ifwe are not infinitely kind and longsuffering to one another,

we are violating this great command of Christ-we are not part
of the Body of Christ. There is no use speaking of doctrine if we
ignore these basic first principles of conduct.

"Love is not easily provoked: thinheth. no evil" (1 Cor. 13:5).
Ifwe are part of the True Bride ofChrist, we shall be marked

above all things-by the manifestation of these beautiful
evidences of scripturallove-especially toward one another.
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This is the forming of Christ in us-the only possible hope of
glory-which Paul was so intensely anxious to bring to fruition in
his brethren.

"And unto all riches ofthe full assurance ofunderstanding, to
the acknowledgementofthe mysteryofGod, and ofthe Father,
andofChrist: in whom arehidall the treasures ofwisdom and
knowledge" (Col. 2:2,3).

"ALL the riches ofthe full assurance ofunderstanding . . .ALL
the treasures ofwisdom and knowledge. " The apostle has spoken
oflove. Now he speaks ofunderstanding .Both are essential to the
perfect man.

"IN WHOM are hid ALL the treasures ofwisdom. "
Paul seems to have reason to fear that the Colossians attached

value to knowledge that was not related to Christ.
He is laboring to open their understandings to the fact that, in

the wisdom of God, everything radiates from Christ as light from
the sun, and that there is nothingoutside ofhim but darkness. ALL
human wisdomis darkness-often very skillfully woven darkness,
but darkness for all that.

"INHIM are hid---eoncealed-bound up-ALL the treasures
ofwisdom and knowledge."

"In him"is the theme of this portion of the epistle. "In HIM"
or "with HIM" occurs in nearly every one of the following dozen
verses. All wisdom and knowledge are to be found only in Christ.
The riches of these treasures, Paul says, are "hidden." To the
Corinthians he said-

'We speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden
wisdom God ordainedbeforethe world unto our glory" (1 Cor.
2:7).
"The natural man receiveth not the things ofthe Spirit ofGod,
for they are foolishness unto him: neither CAN he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned. But he that is spiritual
discerneth all things. Wehave the mindofChrist "( 1 Cor. 2:14
16).

The Proverbs have much to say of this hidden wisdom, of its
pricelessvalue and the great need ofseekingdiligently for it (Prov.
2:2-5)-

"Incline thine ear unto wisdom;
Apply thine heart to understanding;
Cry after knowledge;
Lift up thy voice for understanding;
Seek her as silver;
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Search for her as for hid treasures-
-THENthou shalt understand the fear ofthe Lord, and find
the knowledge ofGod." (To be continu ed, God willing)

Sing Unto God, Ye Kingdoms Of The Earth!
"Though ye have lain among the pots, yet shall ye be as the
wings ofa dove covered with silver, and her feathers with

yellow gold" (v, 13).
PSALM SIXTY-EIGHT

This beautiful Psalm places before us much food for thought
from the inspired pen of the 'man after God's own heart' (1 Sam.
13:14). Principally, we have revealed in this psalm the Divine
Purpose: the glory and strength of God as He has made, and will
make, His presence known in the earth. In many verses we also
find reference to the Glad Tidings of the Kingdom of God. In
deed, this is the one spirit and theme that pervades the whole of
Scripture: the one great Purpose underlying all God's works-to
finally bring everything upon earth under One Head, Christ, to
the glory of the Eternal Creator.

God is referred to herein by four Names:Yah,Yahweh, Elohim,
and Shaddai-all of deep significance, as bro. Thomas so well
brings out.

The Psalm begins with a prophetic, inspired plea for the crush
ing, scattering, and total annihilation of the wicked from the
earth-

V. 1-"Let God arise: let His enemies be scattered. Let them
also that hate Him flee before Him. "

David here picks up, almost word for word, the solemn invo
cation of Moses at the marching forth of the hosts ofIsrael (Num.
10:35).

V. 2- '~s smoke is driven away, so drive them away. As wax
melteth before the {ire, so let the wicked perish at the presence
of God."

Many have stumbled at this aspect of God, and of the serv
ants of God. Why, say they, should Christ-like, humble men of
God beseech Him to execu te vengeance and destruction? The rea
son is that true believers, who are divinely enlightened as to the
nature of man, know that there is nothing good in man of him
self, and that there can be no peace on earth and glory therein to
God until human rule is crushed. The Psalmist elsewhere de
scribes natural, fleshly man completely (Psa. 10:4)-
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"The wicked, through the pride ofhis countenance, will not
seek after God. God is not in all his thoughts. "

Paul, writing to the Romans (3:10-18), shows that all flesh in
its natural state falls into this category. Yes, how true! All man's
ways are fleshly, and he will not submit to his Creator. This is,
and has always been, the vast bulk of the race. Modern man has
invented a new god of 'Force' or 'Nature' who blindly makes all
things by random chance, and without any purpose. Man thinks
by this device he can do as he wishes, not having to answer to
any.

Because of this, all his efforts are opposite to what God has
intended. Man's history is one of bloodshed and destruction, with
out any sense or reason-and more so today than ever. All the
earth is full of man's abominations. Every nation is willful and
evil in God's sight, and it is only by the manifestation of divine
power that this evil will be removed. Only when the wicked are
destroyed from the earth can there be room for the righteous
ness and glory of God.

Certainly, we are not, at the present time, to pray for or seek
the punishment of any specific wicked ones. Rather we are to
pray, and desire, and work for their turning from the stupid,
self-destructive folly of wickedness, unto holiness and salvation,
in God's mercy.

But we are to be constantly praying for the glorious and
dreadful Day when all wickedness-and all who stubbornly cling
to it-will be ruthlessly crushed and swept from the earth, that
a pure, beneficent morning of righteousness may dawn for a
cleansed earth and a perfected mankind. May God speed that
Day!

It is only the enfeebled philosophy of orthodox religionism
that balks at these robust, inspired cries for the utter destruc
tion of the evil, and exaltation of the good. There is no more
difficulty in these inspired words of God's faithful servant than
in the declaration that Christ-

"Shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in
flaming fire TAKING VENGEANCE on them that know not
God" (2 Thess.1 :7-8).

Therefore, throughout the ages, the elect have been beseech
ing God to arise and reveal His might, as He has promised He at
last will do-and has instructed us to ferv ently pray for. We see
examples of this in many of the godly individuals found in Scrip
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ture. They constantly pleaded with God-as David does here
to fulfill His holy purpose, and rid the earth of its corruption. As
we work in the Truth, and live the Truth, and get the mind of
the Truth, we likewise shall cry for God to arise in might and
fulfill that long-foretold, long-awaited Purpose.

Our actions today in the Truth testify to the depth (or other
wise) of our desire for God to act. If we are deliberately doing
little, then it would appear that we are quite content with this
life and its pleasures, and do not want things changed. If we are
working earnestly for the Truth and the Brotherhood, and
mourning because of the ascendancy of sin and evil, then our
constant petition in word and deed will be for God to arise in
manifested wrath and glory.

Th e Psalm continues (v. 3) (in contrast to the wicked perish
ing) with the plea for, and exhortation to, the righteous to be
glad-

"But let the righteous beglad: let them rejoicebeforeGod: yea
let them exceedingly rejoice."

They have waited so long, suffering constantly at the hand of
evil. When delivered, they will have cause to rejoice that they
have been perfected by suffering and patience, and made eter
nally 'glad.' Note the expression 'exceedingly rejoice'-indicat
ing that the joy of deliverance will surpass anything man has
ever experienced. All past pleasures and happiness will pale into
insignificance before that glory-

"In Thy presence is fullness ofjay: at thy right hand arepleas
ures forevermore. "

And Paul brings this thought out (2 Cor. 2:9)-
"Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into
the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for
them that love Him. "

* * *
V. 4-"Sing unto God: sing praises to His Name. Extol Him
that rideth upon the heavens by His Name Yah, and rejoice
before Him. "

Singing - especially a large group in joyful unison---ean be a
wonderful thing even today, in this weak mortal state. But in
the Future Age it will be an eternal joy beyond conception. The
exhortation has a present bearing, but the fullness of the picture
here is of the triumphant march in the establishment of the
Kingdom Age, when in tireless immortal strength-the ringing
of the Multitudinous Christ will be immeasurably magnificent:
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the glorious 'New Song,' the 'Song of Moses and the Lamb,' the
Song that none can know but those who sing it.

Multitudes will sing unto Yah, and to His saving Name, and
(as the word 'rejoice' here means) will 'leap for joy.' They have
been blessed beyond their highest imaginations. Theirs is life for
ever-more! In the reverse of human conquerors who have stained
the pages of history, and devastated the fair earth, God (in Christ)
will march through this present human desert, and make it like
the Garden of the Lord.

V. 5 - 'J!\. Father to the fatherless, and ajudge ofthe widows, is
God in His holy habitation. "

The concept of God as Father-so prominent in the New Tes
tament is much rarer in the Old, but it is there: clearly and
beautifully. It is implicit in man being made 'in the image and
likeness of God.' (Gen. 1:26). It shines forth in God's declaration
to Pharaoh: "Israel is My Son, My Firstborn!" (Ex. 4:22). It is of
essential significance in the Promise to David concerning his Seed:
"I will be his Father, and he shall be My Son" (2 Sam. 7:14). And
Isaiah (64:8 ) and Malachi (2:10) make pitiful and appealing ref
erence to it , as does David, here and elsewhere in the Psalms.

* * *
V. 6-"God setteth the solitary in families. He bringeth out
those which are bound with chains. But the rebellious dwell
in a dry land. "

In the present dark system of things on earth, men are cold,
unmerciful , and unrighteous. Many feel alone and unwanted in
the earth. Selfishness, violence and greed are the order of the
day. Millions are starving,billions are hungry:much is said about
it, but little done. The fraction of their wealth the rich countries
give the poor ones is infinitesimal.

What a change when kindness and justice will be the rule of
all law and administration. Today, wherever there is money han
dled, there is corruption. The humble, the widow and the or
phan will not find the world such a dreadful place in the Age to
Come. All their wants and needs will be bountifully supplied by
the blessings of that New Day-

"Behold, the Lord God (YahwehElohim) will come with strong
hand, and His arm shall rule for Him . . . He shall feed His
flock like a shepherd. He shall gather the lambs with His arm,
and carry them in His bosom, and shallgently lead those that
are with young" (Isa. 40:10-11 ).

And (Psa.72: 4, 17)-
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V 9-"Thou, 0 God, didst send a plentiful rain , whereby Thou
didst confirm Thine inheritance when it was weary."

Throughout the past 6000 years, God has provided for His
people in many ways. Of all the blessings He has given, the most
important has been the life-giving Spirit-rain of His Word. Just
as those who have gone before, and who at times had more di
rect communication, we arc equally privileged to feed upon the
Word, and drink freely of the Water of Life. This privilege is
limited only by the limits of our own zeal and desire. We are
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V 7-8-"0 God, when Thou wentest forth before Thy people,
when Thou didst march through the wilderness-the earth
shook, the heavens also dropped at the presence ofGod. Even
Sinai itself was moved at the presence of God, the God of
Israel. "

The awful majesty of God as manifested in the past will soon
be seen on a fuller and more intense scale. The whole earth will
feel the dreadful power of the Creator of Heaven and Earth.
Man's greatest achievements will crumble before Him; and there
will be a complete cleansing, and destruction of all that is con
trary to holiness. All will know in that Day that God has indeed
intervened in the affairs of men.

* * *

"He shalljudge the poor ofthe people. He shall save the chil
dren ofthe needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor . . .
Men shall be blessed in Him, and all nations shall call Him
blessed."
Great and wonderful changes-far exceeding anything that

has ever occurred-will take place, for everything will be after
the divine pattern. Everything stamped with the flesh shall be
swept away. All men will at last realize that God is their Father,
and will consider themselves His loving and obedient children.

The immediate close family bond for all to see will be found
in Christ and his brethren and sisters, who reign, and are ruling
the affairs of the earth. God's holy ways will be manifest on
every side. Christ will be the Head and King of the family of
nations, who will worship God in Truth.

". .. But the rebellious dwell in a dry land. "
The rebellious have no part in this joyful and blessed millennial

family of God. They will be put out, subject to the punishment of
God . Only the lovingly obedient will receive God's mercy, guid
ance and care.

***



blessed in being among the thirsty, the poor, and God 's inherit
ance who are weary with the dryness of the way. Jesus said of
such pilgrims-

"Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteous
ness, for they shall be filled" (Mat t . 5:6).

They are those who are eager and anxious to do what is right,
and not to seek their own will and pleasure; who want to be filled
with God's Word, and with righteousness and holiness ; who per
ceive the infinite desirability of its beauty, and their own natural
ugliness. The complete and perfect filling, of course, is by the
rain of blessings bestowed in the Kingdom Age. It will not be
fully given until the Law goes forth from Zion, as is prophesied in
Moses' Song of Witness (Deut. 32:2)-

"My doctrine shall drop as the rain; my speech shall distil as
the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the
showers upon the grass. "

But now is the time to agonize toward it , and manifest that
God-pleasing desire for it, above all else in life. While we wait and
long for this complete filling with all the fullness of God, do we
always remember and appreciate God's current care for us? Or
do we fret and rebel because our circumstances are not always as
we wish? Are we drinking of the Water of Life in the Word, or do
we not even have the thirst? We need to drink deeply now to
sustain our spiritual life, until the time when the plentiful rain is
bestowed, and our inheritance confirmed. It is concern for our
spiritual health that should be our greatest interest,not for present
wealth or welfare. (To be continued, God willing)

God must be an absolute reality in our lives. Our complete out
look must be a positive recognition of His being.-E.F.H.

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy
BRITAIN RALLYING TO THE DEFENCE OF "CHRISTIANS"

The recent Christmas season has seen some interesting
commentary coming from Britain's political elite concern
ing the persecution of "Christians" (so-called) in the Middle
East.

Recent years have seen a marked increase in politicians
exercising deliberate care not to offend the prickly classes
of non-believers and God-deniers now prominent in west
ern culture. Many follow the example set by Catholics dur
ing the French Revolution, who renounced their affilia
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tion with religion in accordance with the people's whim
to follow "no other worship than that of reason," as Dr.
Thomas recorded in Eureka (Vol. II, p. 701-702).

But with the inroads of Islamism, and growing open
persecution of Christians in contentious territories, some
very prominent individuals are taking notice. For example,
Douglas Alexander, opposition counterpart to the UK's
Foreign Secretary, wrote the following comments-

''Acr oss th e Middle East, Christians have lived for almost
two millennia in the place their faith was born, and since thrived
within communities in Iraq, Syria, Egypt and elsewhere.

Yet today, the conflicts raging across the region-in Syria
most acutely-are taking on an increasingly sectarian charac
ter. Since the start of the conflict in March 2011 , more than
450,000 Christians have fled the country.

In Egypt, the plight of the Coptic Christians is of growing
concern, with Amnesty International reporting that, this year,
207 churches were attacked and 43 Orthodox churches com
pletely destroyed.

Christian persecution is growing across the Middle East,
but tragically, the plight of Christians is global and not re
gional.

Research by the Pew Centre suggests that Christians are
reportedly the most widely persecuted religious group in the
world. Their evidence shows that, in 2011, r eligious groups
faced harassment in 160 countries, and that Christians were
harassed in the largest number of countries.

Sixty-five years ago this month, the UN adopted the Uni
versal Declaration of Human Rights.

Article 18 of that declaration states: "Everyone has the right
to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right in
cludes freedom ... to manifest his religion or belief in teach
ing, practice, worship and observance."

This coming year, in March, the UK will assume its place on
the UN Human Rights Council.

As part of that body, the UK Government will have a unique
and timely opportunity to use this platform to speak up for
religious freedom as a fundamental human right and speak
out against the persecution of Christians.

If the UK government does so, we, as the Opposition, will
support th em ." (Douglas Alexander, shadow foreign secretary,
UK).-Telegraph, 12/13

It is interesting that Britain is about to take a position
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with the most prominent body defending the unclean frog
like spirits of democracy, which spirits we know will agi
tate the nations into a state of war (Apoc. 16:13·14). Mr.
Alexander made waves (Luke 21:25), and many are com
paring his attitude with predecessors in the government,
with the point that times are changing-

The [British] Labour Party has admitted that politicians
should stop feeling a "sense of embarrassment" about discuss
ing God.

In a thinly-veiled attack on the Tony Blair era, when Alastair
Campbell, the then communications director in Downing
Street, said "we don't do God", Mr. Alexander warned that
people should have the courage to speak up for Christians
without fear of causing offence.

Since leaving Downing Street, Mr. Blair, who converted to
Roman Catholicism, has said that he was not open about his
faith while in office because he feared voters would think him
a "nutter".

David Cameron, the Prime Minister, who describes himself
as an "active member" of the Church of England, has said his
faith "sort of comes and goes " like the patchy reception of [a
radio] ,- Telegraph, 12/13

The potential future King of England has spoken up on
the same topic-

Christianity is beginning "to disappear" in its own birth
place after 2,000 years because of a wave of "organised perse
cution" across the Middle East, the Prince ofWales has warned.

In an impassioned intervention, he said that the world is in
danger of losing something "irreplaceably precious" with com
munities tracing their history back to the time of Jesus now
under threat from fundamentalist Islamist militants.

The Prince, a long-standing advocate of dialogue between
religions, voiced personal dismay at seeing his work over the
last 20 years to "build bridges and dispel ignorance" being
deliberately destroyed by those attempting to exploit the Arab
Spring for their own ends.

In his address the Prince urged Christians, Muslims and
Jews to unite in "outrage" as he warned that the elimination
of Christianity in much of the region in which it developed
would be a "major blow to peace."-Telegraph, 12/13

Yet another politician has also spoken up on the mat
ter-

Britain is still a "Christian country" despite a fall in regu-
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lar church attendance, Eric Pickles, the Communities Secre
tary, has insisted.

He told an audience of politicians and churchmen that people
in public life should never be made to feel they must "apologise"
for speaking about their faith.

He urged them to follow the example of the "great men" of
Britain's past whose speeches were "littered" with references
to the Bible and Book of Common Prayer.

He delivered an impromptu address at a reception to launch
the Westminster Abbey Institute, which will stage public de
bates and discussions designed to "foster faith in public life".

[The Secretary], who last year changed the law to ensure
that councils could not face legal challenges for including
prayers in public meetings, accused the previous Labour Gov
ernment of "diminish ing Christianity" by suggesting that reli
gion and politics could not mix.-Telegraph, 11/12
THEISM IN THE LATTER DAYS

Encouragingly, this effort would seem to indicate a j-e
turn to a more faith-based society in Europe, interested in
the MidEast, and the possibility of a more strong-minded
Britain. Encouraging, that is, not from the perspective of
popular religion being at all correct ("Christianity" falsely
so-called, Islamism, Hinduism, Buddhism, and all other
"isms" are all alike condemned as "philosophy and vain
deceit")-but because of prophetic indications that theism
will playa prominent role in the events around Christ's
return.

Rev. 17: 12·14 supports this position-"The ten horns
which thou sawest are ten kings, which ... receive power
as kings one hour with the beast. These have one mind,
and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.
These shall make war with the Lamb."

Brother Roberts elaborated on this-
"The ten kingdoms into which the fourth beast system

is to be divided at the end, are to unite in a unanimous
policy, under a single head. They are to give their power
and strength to the little horn blaspheming power (sepa
rately symbolized as a scarlet-coloured beast) for the pur
pose of carrying on war against Jesus, when he has mani
fested himself in the earth as the Lion of the tribe of Judah.
The beast will thus act once more as a living unity, but
this time, a ten-horned unity-a confederacy of the kings
of the Roman territory, formed for the purpose of mutual
self-defence against the power which will have threaten
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ingly appeared in the east, and of whose real nature they
will be entirely ignorant, until overwhelmed in the fear
ful whirlwind of His destroying anger (Jer. 30:23, 24.)"
(Christadelphian 1866, p. 86).

The "little horn blaspheming power" presently mani
fests itself in the modern papacy-not now a military
power, but most certainly an ecclesiastical one, with over
1 billion followers worshipping a false god.

There is, then, reason to believe that the pope will be
highly influential and convincing to the point that the
old Roman territories of Europe will agree to unite under
his banner.

Such a conclusion demands that Europe's populace
must be conditioned to accept the Pope as their leader
when the time comes.
BRITAIN SEPARATE

Britain, however, will stand apart-it not being num
bered with the ten toe-kingdoms of Nebuchadnezzar's Im
age. That country, as the old lion of Tarshish, will have
been drawn into the initial conflict of Armageddon (be
fore the 10 kingdoms think to align with the Pope) as an
opponent of the Gogian Juggernaut. It will have witnessed
the assemblage of the whole of Daniel's four beast-terr-i
tories (Dan. 7:3) into one colossus, with Greek Orthodox
and Roman Catholic legs, and will attempt to come to the
defence of the precious country on the Mediterranean coast
(Eze. 38:13).

Their interest in taking such a position against the Go
gian host will not only be founded on their economic con
cerns for trade and fuel, but also in their interest in de
fending the "birthplace of Jesus," which their country
men had freed from Ottoman rule in WWI.

They will, however, not be successful. In fact, Britain
will lose its much vaunted ascendancy over the sea, and
will be forced to surrender to the majesty of the Holy One
of Israel. Dr. Thomas speaks of the fate of the existing
rulers of England-

"Their fate may be more tolerable than that of "the
kings of the earth," and their adherents, "who make war
upon the Lamb." For these who will not have him to reign
will be slain before his face, but the others, who prudently
surrender at discretion, shall be conveyed to Jerusalem,
and see the glory of him who shall have superseded them
in the administration of British affairs" (Britain's Part
in the Latter Days, p, 14).
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PAPAL INFLUENCE GROWING
The Pope, on the other hand, as head of the ten toe

kingdoms, will see his domain utterly destroyed (Apoe.
18:21), and his territory plunged into fiery warfare (19:20).

Returning to the advancement of religion, the Pope is
certainly working on his powers of influence, resuscitat
ing the old, persuasive, fear-inducing Catholic deceptions-

The Roman Catholic Church is training up a new genera
tion of priests to meet a growing demand for exorcisms. The
increase in the number of priests being trained to tackle the
phenomenon is [a] tacit recognition that belief in Satan, once
regarded by Catholic progressives as an embarrassment, is still
very much alive.

The diocese of Milan recently nominated seven new exor
cists, the bishop of Naples appointed three new ones a couple
of years ago and the Catholic Church in Sardinia sent three
priests for exorcism training in Rome, amid concern that the
Mediterranean island, particularly its mountainous, tradition
bound interior, is a hotbed of occultism.

In Spain, Antonio Maria Rouco Varela, the archbishop of
Madrid, chose eight priests to undergo special training in May
to confront what he described as "an unprecedented rise" in
cases of "demonic possession."

"Diabolical possessions are on the increase as a result of
people subscribing to occultism," said Fr. Francesco Bamonte,
the president of the Italy-based International Association for
Exorcists. "The few exorcists that we have in the dioceses are
often not able to handle the enormous number of requests for
help," he told La Repubblica last month.

The association was founded in 1993 by Fr. Gabriele Amorth,
who served as the Vatican's chief exorcist and claims to have
conducted thousands of exorcisms.

During the papacy of Benedict XVI he said that the sex
abuse scandals which engulfed the Church in the US, Ireland,
Australia and other countries were proof that the Antichrist
was waging a war against the Holy See.

Belief in black magic and Satanism may have been spread
by the internet, but there has been a streak of popular super
stition in the Catholic Church for centuries. "I'm not sure it
ever really went away," said Mr. Allen.

"We know that Pope Francis is a strong believer in popular
religion such as Marian devotion, but that also includes belief
in the Devil."
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In May it was claimed that Pope Francis had performed an
exorcism during a Mass in St Peter's Square.

Television images show him laying his hands on a wheel
chair-bound man, who appears to go into convulsions with his
mouth open before slumping down into his chair. The encoun
ter was shown by TV2000, a channel owned by the Italian
bishops' conference, which quoted experts as saying that there
was no doubt the Pope had performed an exorcism.

Pope Francis has not publicly commented on exorcisms, but
many of his sermons and homilies feature references to the
Devil.-Telegraph, 1/14

In contrast to the terrible "Devil," here is the friendly,
humanitarian Pope, who caught a demon attending his
Mass, and was able to take steps to exorcise him. This
apparent defender of mankind is receiving many accolades
for his humility and his touch with the common people
even directly calling every-day Catholics at random.
THE POPE'S PEACE

But we are especially interested in his words at the re
cent Mass of Christ holiday (Christ-mas)-

Pope Francis, celebrating his first Christmas as Roman
Catholic leader, called on atheists to unite with believers of all
religions and work for "a homemade peace" that can spread
across the world.

The leader of the 1.2 billion-member Church wove his first
"Urbi et Orbi" (to the city and world) message around the
theme of peace.

"Peace is a daily commitment. It is a homemade peace," he
said.

He said that people of other religions were also praying for
peace, and-departing from his prepared text - he urged athe
ists to join forces with believers.

"I invite even non-believers to desire peace. [Join us] with
your desire, a desire that widens the heart. Let us all unite,
either with prayer or with desire, but everyone, for peace," he
said, drawing sustained applause from the crowd.

"God is peace: let us ask him to help us to be peacemakers
each day, in our life, in our families, in our cities and nations,
in the whole world," he said.

Pilgrims came from allover the world for Christmas at the
Vatican and some said it was because they felt Francis had
brought a breath of fresh air to the Church.

"[He] is bringing a new era into the Church, a Church that
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is focusing much more on the poor and that is more austere,
more lively," said Dolores Di Benedetto, who came from the
Pope's homeland, Argentina, to attend Christmas Eve Mass.

-NewsMax, 12/13
We note how the God of the Earth says peace is home

made-Leo man-made, and only invokes a heavenly deity
for mere assistance. This is in direct contrast to the word
of the true Deity, who emphatically said, "1 form the light,
and create darkness: 1 make peace, and create evil: 1 YAH
WEH do all these things" (Isa. 45:7).
THE PEACE AND SAFETY CRY

The Prince of England notes his own failure in this re
gard, but not the Pope. The people will be deceived, par
ticularly those of Europe, and the day is coming when the
first battle will be launched, and all-Catholic, Orthodox,
Protestant, and many besides-will contend for the Holy
Land and all its relics, even as they now speak of peace-

Pope Francis announced his first trip as pontiff to the Holy
Land in May.

"In the climate of joy, typical of this Christmas season, I
wish to announce that from 24 to 26 May next, God willing, I
will make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land," the pope told crowds
gathered in St. Peter's Square.

''At the Holy Sepulchre we will celebrate an Ecumenical
Meeting with all the representatives of the Christian Churches
of Jerusalem, together with Patriarch Bartholomew of Con
stantinople. "

January 5 marks the 50th anniversary of a historic meeting
in Jerusalem between Pope Paul VI and the then-spiritual
leader of the world's Orthodox Christians Patriarch
Athenagoras.

Sunday's announcement was made just as the U.S. Secre
tary of State John Kerry wrapped talks with Israeli and Pales
tinian leaders in a new bid for peace.

Kerry said earlier he was making progress in Middle East
peace talks, stressing the Obama administration "is commit
ted to putting forward ideas that are fair, that are balanced,
and that improve the security of all of the people of this re
gion."-CNN, 1/14

"Of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need
that I write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly that
the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For
when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruc
tion cometh upon them!" (1 Thess. 5:2).-T.C.
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One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Conttnued from page 36)

fore named "Lazar us," or God's help, for He alone is their
helper, pulling down the mighty from their thrones and exalt
ing them of low degree; filling the hungry with good tidings,
while the rich He sends empty away (Lk. 1:52). Of this class
were the least of the King's brethren ...
The parable then brings to view two states-a present, or life
time state; and a future , or state of comfort or torment, as the
class may be . ..
When this happens, the rich will see the poor in Abraham's
bosom, and themselves, like Cain, driven out of the country
where the Kingdom will then be , "into a place of torment."

Bro. Thomas then stated the general location of the place of torment
The territory on which the dominions exist, symbolized by the
Beast and the False Prophet, shall become a lake of fir e burn
ing with the flame of artillery in war. This territory is Ger
many, or "the land of Magog," Italy, France, Belgium, Spain,
Hungary and Greece . . .
This territorial lake of fire (Rev. 19:19-20) is "the place of tor
ment," "far off" from the territory of the Kingdom, where Abra
ham and the Lazzaroni "are comforted." The pre-millennial
and postmillennial judgment upon the nations are consum
mated in this place; and while these judgments are in progress,
the unrighteous who have died under times of knowledge, hav
ing been raised from among the dead, are driven like Cain from
the presence of the Lord, to partake in the torment with which
the nations are being judged.

* * *
AN article was printed from E. J. L.. on "the First Day of the Week"

To honour the first day of the week and specially devote it to
the worship and service of Yahweh Elohim is to follow the
example set before us by the apostles of our Lord. It was upon
this day that they, together with the disciples, met for the special
object of commemorating the sufferings, death and resurrection
of our beloved Saviour.
The practice of assembling together on that day was instituted
by the Lord himself, as we learn from the record of John 20 :19,
26 : "Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the
week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were
as sembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the
midst and saith unto them: 'Peace be with you '."

The writer then quoted bro. Thomas' words in Elpis Israe/-
"On the first day of the creation week, God said: 'Let th ere be
light, and there was light; ' so on the first day of the week, the
'Tr ue Light' came forth from the darkness of the tomb, like
dew from the womb of the morning. This event constituted
the day after the Sabbath, or eighth day, the day of the Lord's
resurrection ."

* * *
THE following article was from the pen of a brother James Grant, under the
title of "Human Life and Human Folly. W He clearly stated-
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There are six thousand years since the first of the human race
walking upon the earth, enjoyed, in the Paradise of Eden, its
sweets; shared and founded its inquities; participated in its
sorrows and pains; and brought upon himself that death which
has reigned over his offspring till now.
His children have increased in number to millions upon
millions, and overspread the surface of the globe since then;
and, like the leaves of the autumn, generation after generation
of them have passed away, vastly numerous though they were,
to that ultimate oblivion towards which all things pertaining
to the present order of things is fast hastening.

In regard to the wise and faithful believer he remarked-
"The simple pass on and are punished, but the prudent man
foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself." He takes a broad view
of things. He looks at eternity, and at little life in relation
thereto, and thus is encouraged to step aside from the ocean
current of people rushing after present allurements, to keep
the track of divine requirements, and to meditate with sadness
and sobriety upon certain aspects of present life, until the brief
day of foolishness, grief and death, is over, and the long yearned
and mourned-for day of life, stability and happiness arrives,

* * *
THE fourth part of "The Ways of Providence" was printed. After looking into
the life of faithful Abraham, bro. Roberts next wrote on the life of Isaac. He
opened with this thought-

There is scantier illustration of Providence in the recorded life
of Isaac than in that of either Abraham or Jacob. Such as there
is will be found of similar import and value.

* * *
BRO. Roberts' "Sunday Morning Exhortation at the Birmingham Christade/
phian Ecc/esia, No. 103," was a continuation of his words on the Apostle
Paul from last month's exhortation. Bro. Roberts' stated-

We cannot do better, on the present occasion, than return to
the consideration of Paul as the model which Christ has
avowedly set forth for the study and imitation of all succeeding
generations of disciples.
So many other models are pressed upon our attention in
modern times, and we are in daily contact with so much that is
alien to the case and the principles of Paul , that it is a matter of
necessity that we look closely at, and conform as much as we
can to, the standard to which Christ would have us rise .

* * *
There is another note from bro. Henry Sulley in relation to "The Temple of
Ezekiel's Vision." He wrote-

"The Temple of the Age to Come is engrossing all my spare
moments. I am receiving many communications from the
brethren, nearly all of which, will I think, give some little help
to the work in hand.
The subject is evidently of great interest to many, and some
must have given considerable study to the vision. One bro. offers
to engrave the plan on copper, free of charge. Bro. Thirtle, of

34 Berean 2014



Hanley, Strafforshire, offers to translate the eight chapters of
Ezekiel if I wish; bro. Richards is vountarily doing the same
thing. I have several books sent to me, all carriage paid. These
are all indiations of the great interest the brethren feel in the
work."
Writing later to bro. Shuttleworth, he says : "Tell bro. Roberts I
am labouring day by day, almost, at the specifications of the
Temple of the Age to Come. I almost think I have got to a solution
of the 'gates' but not quite certain; there are two points about
which I am not quite satisfied. He will hear from me as soon as
I have got the whole matter clear, or have come to a block in my
investigation."

(It is very interesting to see the beginning of bro. SUl/ey's wonderful stUdy
of Ezekiel's Vision of the Temple. The end result was the publication of
his book which has been and continues to be a great help to faithful
brethren and sisters).

* * *
BIBLE Lectures (135 Years Ago)-

"The Troubled State of the World and its Meaning from a
Bible Point of View"

"The Future in Store for the World Under the Glorious
Reign of Christ on Earth"

"An Inquiry into the Meaning of the Terms R uach. and
Pneuma, Rendered Spirit in the Scriptures"

"God's Covenant with David"
"The So-Called Ministers of the Gospel Challenged All

Round; Their Several Gospels no Gospel at All"
"Turkey and the Holy Land"
"The Parable of the Nobleman and the Reappearing of Jesus

the Christ"
"The Gospel of the First Century Contrasted with that
which is Called Gospel by the Popular Teachers of our Day"

December Answer&--uMatch Place With Area"
1. Ur-Chaldea
2. Kir-Moab
3. Sela-Edom
4. Tyre--Phoenicia
5. Cana-Galilee
6. Myra-Lycia
7. Perga-Pamphilia
8. Troas-Mysia
9. Babel-Shinar

10. Tabor-Among the mountains
11. Golan-Bashan
12. Haran-Padan-aram
13. Zorah-Dan
14. Melita-Mediterranean
15. Horeb-Sinai
16. Ekron-Philistia
17. Ararat-Armenia
18. Shiloh-Ephraim
19. Tarsus-Cilicia
20. Lystra-Lycaonia
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21. Riblah-Hamath
22. Sodom-Vale of Siddim
23. Jezreel-Samaria
24. Gibeah-Benjamin
25. Puteoli-Italy
26.Cyrene--Libya
27. Gadara-Decapolis
28. Patmos-Aegean Sea
29. Kedesh-Naphtali
30. Salamis-Cyprus
31. Rabbah-Ammon
32. Corinth-Achaia
33. Philippi-Macedonia
34.Tadmor-~ilderness

35. Nineveh-Assyria
36. Antioch-Syria
37. Antioch-Pisidia
38. Ramoth-Gilead
39. Ephesus-Asia
40. Shushan-Persia

35



$15.00 U.S. per year Printed in the USA
Australian subs (make payable to) bro . Jeff Hodges, PO Box 1999, Esperance, W.
Australia 6450; phone (0890) 712894 . $15.00 (Aust.)
Canadian subs to bro . David Clubb, 42 Oneida Rd., London, Ontario, Canada
N5V2X1; phone (519) 451·4063; Fax: (519) 451-9627. $15.00 (Can.)
New Zealand subs to bro. Ron Crocker, 4 Wai Place, One Tree Point, Ruakaka
0118, New Zealand; phone 64-9-432-7954 $20.00 (N.Z.)
U.K. subs to bro. David Clubb, 42 Oneida Hd. London, Ontario, Canada N5V2X1 ;
phone (519) 451-4063; Fax: (519) 451-9627. £9.00 (U.K.)
USA subs to bro. Tim Calk , 3540 Pineridge, Houston , Texas, USA 77009; phone
(713) 861-2263. $15.00 (U.S.)
36 Berean 2014

One Hundred & Thirty-Five YearsAgo
Tlw Christadelphian, January. 1879

BRO. Roberts opened the new year for the Christadelphian magazine with
an article from the writings of bro. Thomas. It was under the title of "The
Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus. " He expounded-

The rich man and the beggar in the similitude represent two
classes of Israelites. The former represents the "workers of in
iquity" whom Jesus was addressing, and who at that time were
"first," being the rulers and leaders of the people, and wore
purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day.
These were they who sought to enter into the Kingdom, but
should not be able. They would then, when the door was shut,
cry Lord, Lord, open to us. We have eaten and drunk in thy
presence and thou hast taught in our streets! But all this will
avail them nothing. It was their malice thai brought them to
his presence, and their fears of the people that permitted him,
for a time, to go at large in their streets ...
The beggar in the parable represents "the blessed of the Fa
ther," who in the forty-second generation were "the last," the
helpless among the people, the poor of the flock - and there-

(Can/h illed all. page 33)

BIBLE PUZZLE-"Match Place With Meaning"
1. Ed 11. Christ 21. Doulos
2. Ben 12. Hades 22. Eureka
3. Beth 13. Logos 23. Corban
4. Aion 14. Phileo 24. Shalom
5. Raca 15. Agape 25. Messiah
6. Elpis 16. Berith 26. Ekklesia
7. Abba 17. Ruach 27. Pneuma
8. Pistis 18. Manna 28. Kosmos
9. Sheol 19. Psuche 29. Parousia

10. Bapto 20. Cephas 30. Rabboni
Age, course East, rising Love
Anointed (G) Faith, belief Love
Anointed (H) Father Master
Assembly, called out Fellowship 0 save
Breath/windlspirlt (G) Gift Peace
Breath/windlspirit (H) Grave (G) Resurrection
Coming, presence Grave (H) Skull
Covenant Hope Slanderer
Crown (regal) House Slave
Dip Ihavefound Son

31. Nephesh
32. Hosanna
33. Diadema
34. Diabolos
35. Anatole
36. Didymus
37. Anastasis
38. Golgotha
39. Rhantizo
40. Koinonia

Soul,life (G)
Soul, life (H)
Sprinkle
Stone
Twin
Vain fellow
What is it
Witness
Word
World, order ofthings


