
' .,. 

VOL. 105, NO. 12, ISSUE 1140 DECEMBER 2017 

TheBerean 
Christadelphian 

A monthly magazine devoted wholly to the exposition and defense 
of the Faith once for all delivered to the Saints, with the object of 
helping to make ready a People prepared for the coming of the 
Lord. Opposed to the unscriptural teaching of the papal and 

protestant churches of the world. 

Please send all Berean communications to: 
Bro. Tim Clubb, 202 Millbank Dr., London, Ont., Canada N6C 4W1 

"They received the Word with all readiness of mind and searched 
the Scriptures daily, whether those things were so. 

Therefore many believed" -Acts 17:11 

2018 BEREAN SUBSCRIPTIONS ... .... ... ... ..... ......... ..... ... ..... .. .... : .... 398 
Ecclesia News: Whangarei, New Zealand .. ...... ........ ........... .. ............ 398 
STUDIES AND THOUGHTS (bro. John Thomas) 

"The Prophecy On Mount Olivet" (cont'd) ... ..... ...... .... ............................. 399 
SECOND VOYAGE TO AUSTRALIA (cont'd) (bro. R. Rober ts) .... . .404 
BY LOVE SERVE ONE ANOTHER (bro. G. V. Growcott) ........ ... .. . .410 
WE ARE BOUGHT WITH A PRICE (bro. C.H. Thompson) ............ . .417 
CURRENT EVENTS FULFILLING PROPHECY 

Political Ear thquakes; Anti-Semit ism; Britain Standing Apart ; 
Germany Trending Against The J ews; Russia Also Home To 
Anti-Semitism; U.S. Stirring The Pot ... ... .... ...... ..... ............................... .. 421 

November Answers: "Run/Ran" .......... .. ..... ....... ..... ...... ........ .. ........... .431 
BEREAN INDEX 2017 ........... ..... .... ....... ... .. ....... ..... .. ... ...... ........ ..... . .431 
135 YEARS AGO 

"The Real Christ"; Financial Support For The J ews; 
The J ews And The Holy Land; Christadelphian Support; 
Signs Of The Times; Bible Lectures (135 Years Ago) ...... ......... ........... .432 

Bible Puzzle: "David" ... ....... .. .. ....... ..... .. .. ... ...... ..... ....... .. ................. .. ... 432 

We are anxious to send the Berean to any desiring It. Do not hesitate to 
request it. If you know of any who might like It, please send their names. 
Anything herein may be used freely by any one in any way. No credit needed. 

CHRIST IS COMING SOON AND WILL FIEIGN ON EARTH 



BEREAN SUBSCRIPTION RATES 2018 
(God Willing) 

Please send to ANY of the following ( as you choose) -
Australia: $15.00 (Aust.)-(please make payable to): bro. Jeff 
Hodges, 2 Emily St., Esperance, W.Australia 6450; phone (0890) 
712894. 
Canada: $15.00 (Can.)-bro. Tim Clubb, 202 Millbank Dr., 
London, Ontario, Canada N6C 4Wl; phone (519) 455-9962; 
Email: timclubb@hotmail.com 
New Zealand: $20.00 (N.Z.)-bro. Ron Crocker, 4 Wai Place, 
One Tree Point, Ruakaka 0118, New Zealand 
U.K.: £9.00 (U.K.)-bro. Tim Clubb, 202 Millbank Dr., London, 
Ontario, Canada N6C 4Wl ; phone (519) 455-9962; Email: tim
clubb@hotmail.com 
USA: $15.00 (U.S.)-bro. Tim Calk, 3540 Pineridge, Houston, 
Texas, USS 77009; phone (713) 861-2263; Email: tim.calk@mac.com 

Ecclesial News 
WHANGAREI, NEW ZEALAND-Bro. Ron Crocker, 4 Wai Place, One Tree Point, 

Ruakaka 0118, New Zealand; phone 64-9-432-7954; ronley744@gmail.com 

Dear bre. and sis. in The One Faith and One Gospel. Greetings to 
you all as the days fly by and bring us nearer to the fulfilment 
of The Promise of peace on earth and goodwill towards all men 
and women, especially to the household of faith. 

Due to cirumstances of health we find ourselves more than 
ever longing for The True Physician to reveal Himself, bringing 
with Him His host of mighty angels. But we realise that there 
may be others yet who our High priest is drawing to The Truth, 
using similar ways of Providence as employed down through the 
ages, and who yet may be our companions in The Kingdom age. 

This year, August (2017), bought with it the opportunity for 
bro. Jeff Hodges, of Esperance Australia, and sis. Anne Clubb 
of the London Ont. Eccl. to visit with us. Bro. Jeff was here for 
about 4 weeks and helped us much over that difficult time,, which 
reminded us of God's promise of help to those in need and not try 
us more than we can bear. (Continued on page 423) 
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Studies and Thoughts eveROTHERJOHNTHOMAs 
THE PROPHECY OF MOUNT OLIVET (Continued) 

THE TIMES AND SEASONS CONCEALED 
But as to the 'times and the seasons'-the day, hour, month 

and year-when these two epochs should arrive, he gave them 
no satisfaction. In respect of these he left them in doubt. The 
knowledge of these the Father had reserved to Himself He had 
not even at that time communicated it to the Son-

"It is not for you (my disciples) to know the times and the sea
sons, which the Father hath put in His Own power" (Acts 1:7). 

But though he did not tell them that the end of the Mosaic 
Age should come in AD 70, and that they should see 'the Sign 
of the Son of Man in heaven' on AD 1843-4 or some, other date, 
yet he did not leave them without the means of knowing when 
'the end should come' and the desolation of Jerusalem was nigh. 

First then we must bear in mind, in the interpretation of this 
prophecy, that Jesus is speaking to his disciples then living, 
and not to us. They were to be contemporary with the signs he 
enumerated. They were to behold the desolation of the City and 
Temple, and to witness the 'end of the world' (aion: Age). 1 

Yes, and we may say they will also witness the Epoch :of his 
Glorious Advent, for-"He will come and receive them to himself' 
(John 14:3) by a resurrection from the dead. 

But, did they live to behold the consummation of an · these 
calamities upon their State and Nation? Some doubtless, as 
James, fell a sacrifice to their enemies, and this was one of the 
signs; but others survived, of whom we may instance the apostle 
John, who lived upwards of25 or 30 years after the Desolation. 
THE FORETOLD SIGNS OF THE FIRST EPOCH 

Let us see, then, if the events enumerated by Jesus did happen 
in the lifetime of the apostles. Jesus says (the verses are from 
Mat. 24)-

1. "Take heed that no man deceive you (my disciples), for many 
shall come in my Name, saying, 'I am Christ,' and shall deceive 
many" (vs. 4-5). 
FULFILMENT: "Many deceivers are entered into the world, who 
confess not that Jesus came in the flesh. This is a deceiver and 
antichrist" (2 John 7). These deceivers denied the Messiahship 
of Jesus, and claimed to be themselves the Christ. 

"There are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, espe
cially they of the circumcision, whose mouths must be stopped; 
who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought not, 
for filthy lucre's sake" (Titus 1:10-11). 
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2. ''And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that ye 
(my apostles) be not troubled, for all these things must come to 
pass, but the end is not yet" (v. 6). 
FULFILMENT: "From whence come wars and fightings among 
you? (of the 12 tribes). "Come they not hence of your lusts that 
war in your members? Ye lust, and have not; ye kill, and desire 
to have, and cannot obtain. Ye fight and war, yet ye have not, 
etc." (Jm. 4:1-2). 

"And Herod was highly displeased with them of Tyre and 
Sidon. But they came with one accord to him, and having made 
Blastus the king's chamberlain their friend, desired peace, be
cause their country was nourished by the king's country" (Acts 
12:20). This was a "rumor of war." 

3. "There shall be famines and pestilences and earthquakes 
in divers places" (v.7). 
FULFILMENT: "And in those days crune prophets from Jerusa
lem to Antioch. And there stood up one of them nruned Agabus, 
and signified by the Spirit that there should be great dearth 
throughout all the world: which came to pass in the days of 
Claudius Caesar" (Acts 11:27-28). 

4. "Then will they deliver you (my apostles) up to be afflicted; 
and shall kill you. And ye shall be hated of all nations for my · 
Name's sake" (v.9). 
FULFILMENT: "Now about that time (of the frunine), Herod the 
king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the Church. And 
he killed James, the brother of John, with the sword. And because 
he -saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter 
also. And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, 
and delivered him to 4 quarternions of soldiers" (Acts 12:1-4). 

5. "And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one 
another, and shall hate one another" (v. 10). 
FULFILMENT: ''Ye are carnal. There is among you envy, strife, 
division" (1 Cor. 3:3). 

"Brother goeth to law with brother, and that before the un
believers ... ye do wrong and defraud, and that your brethren" 
(1 Cor. 6:5-6). 

"No man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed" 
(1 Cor. 12:3). 

From this it would appear that some in Corinth, professing to 
have the Spirit, were offended at Jesus, and pronounced him 'ac
cursed.' Therefore Paul made this declaration, because the Spirit 
being the witness for Jesus-would never call him accursed. 
Consequently the man that said this was not in possession of 
the Spirit, as he pretended to be. 
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"In perils among false brethren" (2 Cor. 11:26). These were 
persons who were 'offended' and 'betrayed' and 'hated' others .. 
Therefore Paul considered himself in peril among them. 

"How turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements (of the 
Law) whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage?" (Gal. 4:9). 

These were 'offended.' They desired to be under the Law ( Gal. 
4:21) "that they might no longer suffer persecution for the cross 
of Christ" (Gal. 6:12). 

"Some preach Christ even of envy and strife. They preach 
Christ of contention, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction 
to my bonds" (Phil. 1:15-16). 

"I have no man likeminded (to Timothy) who will naturally 
take care for your state (0 Philippians). For all (teachers, evan
gelists or elders) seek their own, not the things that are Jesus 
Christ's" (Phil. 2:20-21). 

"Many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you 
even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ; 
whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, whose glory 
is in their shame, who mind earthly things" (Phil. 3:18). 

"From which (Faith) some having swerved, have turned aside 
to vain jangling, desiring to be teachers of the law, understanding 
neither what they say, nor whereof they affirm" (1 Tim. 1:6-7). 

''ALL they that are in Asia have turned away from me" (2 Tim: 
1:15). ' 

"Their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom are Hymeneus 
and Philetus who concerning the Truth have erred, saying that 
the resurrection is passed already, and overthrow the faith of 
some" (2 Tim. 2:17-18). 

"Of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive 
silly women, laden with sins, led away with divers lusts ... Evil 
men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and 
being deceived" (2 Tim. 3:6, 13). 

"Even now there are many antichrists: whereby we know that 
it is the last time. They went out from us, but they were not of 
us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with 
us" (1 Jhn. 2:18-19). 

6. ''And many false prophets shall arise" (v. 11). 
FULFILMENT: "Many false prophets ARE gone out into the 
world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: every spirit that con
fesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is of God (and on 
the contrary, not) ... And this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof 
ye have heard that it should come: and even now already is it 
in the world" (1 Jn. 4:1-3). 

7. ''And because iniquity (anomian: lawlessness) shall abound, 
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the love of many shall wax cold" (v. 12). 
FULFILMENT: "The Mystery of Iniquity (anomias) doth al
ready work" (2 Th. 2:7). 

This was 18 years before the end came. Read the whole of 
James' epistle besides other epistles, which will abundantly prove 
the low temperature to which the love of many had fallen in the 
time of the Apostles. 

8. ''And this Gospel of the Kingdom shall be preached in ALL 
the world (oikoumenee: Roman Empire) for a witness unto ALL 
the nations (tois ethnesi) [of the Empire]; and THEN shall come 
the End" (v. 14). See Mt. 10:23. 
FULFILMENT: "The Hope which is laid up for you (Colossians) 
in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the Word of the Truth of the 
Gospel, which has come unto you, as also to ALL THE WORLD" 
(Col. 1:5-6). 

"Be not moved away from the Hope of the Gospel, which ye 
have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is 
under heaven" (Col. 1:23). This was written 8 years before the 
End of the Mosaic World or Age. 

9. "When YE (my apostles) therefore shall see the Abomination 
of Desolation spoken of by Daniel the prophet stand in the Holy 
Place (Mark says: 'standing where it ought not'), THEN let them 
which be in Judea flee to the mountains, for then shall be great 
tribulation (to Israel), such as was not since the beginning of 
the world (or Commonwealth) to this time, nor ever shall be (in 
relation to Israel). And except those days should be shortened, 
there shall no flesh (of all Israel in Judea) be saved. But for the 
Elect's (Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and their Seed's) sake, those 
days shall be shortened" (vs. 15-22). 

Mark renders the phrase 'the beginning of the world' by "The 
beginning of the creation which God created, to this time" (Mark 
13:19). 

And Luke, speaking of the same epochs of calamity, says 
(21:22) "These be days of vengeance that all things which are 
written may be fulfilled." 

And the 'Man clothed in linen' styles this epoch 'the time 
of vengeance' at which 'the Daily' was to be 'taken away' 
(Dan.12:11). 

Now it is manifest that these phrases have reference to the 
Jewish State, and not to all mankind, inasmuch as the Deluge 
was certainly a greater calamity than the destruction of Je
rusalem. And Daniel says 12:1 there will be a 'time of trouble' 
when Michael shall stand up for Israel "Such as never was 
since there was a nation, even to that same time." 
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This time has not yet come. But, although it will be a greater 
calamity to the World than the desolation of Jerusalem, it will be 
less so to Israel, because at that time, instead ofbeing destroyed 
as they were by the Romans, they are to be delivered. 

This phrase in Daniel, 'since there was a nation,' does not as
cend to the time before the Flood, for mankind were not divided 
into nations till the Confusion of Tongues, centuries after that 
epoch. 

Instead of: ''When ye see the Abomination of Desolation. "-Luke 
says: "When ye (my apostles) shall see Jerusalem compassed with 
armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh" (21:20). 

This, therefore, is explanatory of the phrase in Matthew. The 
fulfilment of this prediction is not recorded in Scripture. It must 
be sought in Josephus. 

THE 'ELECT' - NATURAL AND SPIRITUAL 
"THE ELECT." This expression is used in vs. 22 and 24. In 

Rom. 11:28,Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are termed 'the Election.' 
Paul says-

''As concerning the Gospel (of Pentecost), they (the Jews) are 
enemies for your sakes (0 Gentiles); but as touching the Election, 
they (the Jews) are beloved for the Fathers' (Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob's) sakes." 

Inv. 22. the shortening of the days has relation to Israel, the 
enemies of the Gospel, but still beloved for the Fathers' sakes. 
And the 'Elect' in v. 24 relates to the chosen in Christ, who are 
warned not to be deceived by false prophets or teachers, and 
pseudo-Christs. These, as we learn from John in his epistles, 
abounded before the destruction of Jerusalem. They arose 
doubtless, many of them, from among the spiritual men of the 
Congregations, who-perverting the gifts they had received for 
their edification-were enabled to: 

"Show great signs and wonders: inasmuch that if it were 
possible they would deceive the very Ele<!t'' (Matt. 24:24). 

This lamentable state of things caused Paul to say (2 Cor.11:4}--
"/f he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have 

not preached; or if ye receive another spirit which ye have not 
received, or another gospel which ye have not accepted, you might 
well bear with him." 

And of such false prophets or teachers of another Christ, he 
says (2 Cor. 11: 13, 22)-

"Such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming them
selves into Apostles of Christ. Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are 
they Israelites? So am I." 

Thus we may save ourselves the trouble of tracing the chronology 
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of false Christs from Paul's day to this. They abounded before the 
Desolation, as one of the signs of the End of the Age. 

THE 'COMING; THE CARCASE, AND THE EAGLES' 
It is a universal maxim: "He who does an action by a deputy 

does it himself." In this sense Jesus informed his Apostles that 
he would come at the 'end of the world,' or Dispensation. They 
supposed he would appear personally. And when they learned 
better, the mistake was still current among Christians. Hence 
their liability to be deceived by pretenders to the character of 
Jesus in his second coming, and whom Paul styles 'another Jesus,' 
not the same Jesus who ascended, but false Christs personating 
him at the End of the Age. 'But, my Apostles or disciples'-

10. "When they shall say to YOU (not to persons of the 19th 
[21st] century), 'Behold he is in the desert (of Judeah) go not 
forth'. 'Behold he is in the secret chambers'-believe it not ... (for 
he shall not come privately) for as the lightning cometh out of the 
East and shineth even to the West, so (publicly) shall the coming 
of the Son of man be ... FOR (this is the manner of his coming) 
wheresoever the CAIWASE is, there will the EAGLES be gathered 
together." (26-28). 

'THE CARCASE.' This is an expression used to designate the 
Jewish State or Nation. It is so used in Det. 28:26, where Moses 
says to Israel-

"Thy carcase shall be meat unto all the fowls of the air." 
That is, thy nation shall be a prey to all other nations. And 

in the same chapter, v. 49, a particular nation is designated, 
which should come against them 'from far' (Italy) 'as the Eagle 
flieth-the eagle being the symbol of the Roman Power, as is 
well known. The figure used by Jesus and Moses is the same. 
The latter says-

"Thy CARCASE shall be meat for the FOWLS of the air." 
And Jesus declares that "Where the CARCASE is, there will 

the EAGLES be gathere'd." 

Second Voyage To Australia 
(Continued) 

We were to leave Melbourne (by the ss. Wakatipu) on Saturday, 
May 21; but stormy weather had so delayed the movements of 
the vessel in her coasting trips round the New Zealand coast 
that the Company was compelled at the last moment to advertise 
postponement for three days, and in a later advertisement for 
four days. 

The postponement was acceptable for various reasons; the 
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only drawback was its deranging effect on our New Zealand 
appointments which we could not help. We ought really to have 
allowed a blank week before beginning appointments in New 
Zealand so as to provide against weather. But the steamboats 
had, as a rule, so regularly sailed on fixed dates that it did not 
occur to doubt their future punctuality. 
Sunday, May 15, 1898-FAREWELL TO THE BRETHREN 

We said farewell to the brethren in Melbourne on Sunday, 
May 15. The delay gave us another Sunday (May 22) but we did 
not avail ourselves of it, but regarded our detention as a mere 
steamboat incident, and ourselves as on board the vessel. We 
broke bread together at Orient House (four ofus), and spent the 
day profitably. 

Before our departure, a deputation called on us from the 
ecclesia, with a bountiful contribution to our traveling expenses 
from the Victorian brethren. This was wholly unexpected and 
very gratifying. The brethren had already done so much (two 
years previously) to help in a time of need that nothing was 
further from our ideas than this additional act of co-operation. 
The provision forthe way had not been without some degree of 
anxiety-which this generosity removed. 

I was also more than gratified at receiving unfeigned assur
ance that our presence in Melbourne for eight months had been 
a source of strongly-felt spiritual benefit to the community. This 
is a true reward for a labor that has no element of present ad
vantage in it, and which closes the gates against all popularity 
with the present evil world. 
Wednesday, May 25, 1898-THE SHIP FINALLY LEAVES FOR 
NEW ZEALAND 

Our sailing day was Wednesday, May 25. The starting hour 
was advertised as "10 a.m.," but when we arrived by the ship's 
side (in two conveyances-one containing the elderly travellers, 
and the other, driven by bro. Gee's son, containing the baggage)
we found a notice posted up that the ship would not sail till 3 
in the afternoon. This gave us five hours more ashore, which, 
under the circumstances, was not particularly acceptable. 

When you have got up early and gone through the stress of 
preparation and ridden through seven miles of raw morning 
air, it is not pleasant to find that you have five hours on hand 
that you cannot use to any advantage on board or ashore; not 
on board, because of the bustle of people and the noise of donkey 
engines landing cargo, and not on shore, because you are away 
from all friends and accommodation. 

We did the best we could. Depositing our things on board, we 
dismissed the conveyances to return home, and got into a tram 
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and paid a visit to the cemetery. This, of course, will sound odd 
by all ordinary standards. But it was not so odd as it seems. The 
Melbourne Cemetery is a very beautiful place, and sis. Roberts 
had not seen it though she had been eight months in Melbourne. 
And then a visit to the place of the dead is helpful to that wisdom 
which is so liable to die in the bustle of common life. It is prof
itable to have a constant sense of the fact that in any condition 
or circumstance of life-prosperous or adverse-,-agreeable or 
afflicted, pleasant or painful-we are on the march to the grave. 
There is great power in the memory of this simple fact-which 
almost all men choose to ignore. Men would be different from 
what they are if they remembered it. 

Most people think it is a lugubrious subjec;;t. It depends upon 
how they look at it. There is nothing lugubrious in truth, and if 
men find the most important truth of their lives to be lugubrious, 
it is because there is something wrong in their relation to the 
fact. If there were no resurrection, it would not much matter, 
anyway-

"Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die," But seeing 
that-"There SHALL be a resurrection of the just and of the 
unjust"-and that death (which will seem to introduce us to it 
in a moment) may overtake us any day, it seems nothing short 
of insanity to ignore the subject in the way that is the rule. 

Speaking of death reminds me of the contact we had with it 
that morning before leaving Orient House. One of the horses 
(for bro. Firth had left us two horses to take care of during his 
absence, in addition to the pony and another little creature 
made a present ofto Sarah Jane,pro tem, on the occasion of her 
sister's wedding)-one of bro. Firth's horses had fallen down in 
the stable while eating and could not be got on his legs again. 
He struggled for two days, and when we got up on the day of our 
departure, we found him stretched, cold, rigid and dead. 

What a difference there is between a living horse and a dead 
horse! Any impression that such a difference between a dead 
man and a living man gives, concerning a "departed spirit," is 
quite as striking in the case of an animal. On the previous day, 
the horse was alive, though prostrate and dying. He responded 
to my sympathetic fondlings with a wink of his clear eye and 
nervous breathing through his nose; and now he lay a mere 
mass of unconscious flesh and bone. He was to have taken our 
luggage down to the harbor. His place had to be taken by a horse 
kindly lent us by bro. Pettigrew. It was rather a sad incident, as 
"Captain" was a very quiet, affectionate animal whom we had 
begun to love. 

After our visit to the cemetery, we went down to the steam
er and found she could not sail till 5 o'clock, on account of the 
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quantity of cargo to be taken on board. If we had known before
hand, we could have turned the day to some account. However, 
it was no use grumbling. We gave in, had lunch, and sat down 
in the midst of the noise, to spend the rest of the waiting time 
in reading. 

At last, at 5 o'clock, hatchways having been battened down, 
the friends, who had come down to see passengers off, were sent 
ashore; the last bell rung, the gangway unshipped, the cables 
unfastened, and the vessel swung round and took her departure 
down the smooth water of the river in the subdued light of a 
winter sunset. 

About 8 o'clock, having traversed the forty-mile enclosed bay 
of Melbourne, we passed through the heads, and were out in the 
open sea. We expected it would be rough here, but it was not so. 
There was a roll on the water, but there was nothing to cause 
discomfort. The night was dull and cold, but there was no wind 
to speak of. 
Thursday-Friday, May 26-27, 1898-THE TRIP TO HOBART, 
TASMANIA 

The weather continued like this all the way to Hobart, the 
capital of Tasmania, which we reached about noon on the second 
day. Here the vessel made a stay of twelve hours, discharging 
and taking in cargo. We had no appointment for Hobart-but 
bro. King was waiting, found us out, and took us to his house, 
where we met several of the brethren and sisters. 

We spent a few pleasant hours with them-walking out in 
the afternoon to show sis. Roberts the noble views of land and 
water to be seen from the Domain behind the city. I have before 
spoken of the beautiful situation of Hobart, nestling at the foot 
of high hills, at the inner end of a long, wide, quiet estuary of 
the sea flanked by hills in all directions. 

I have also spoken of the ecclesia of twelve that constitutes 
the light-stand of the place. It was pleasing to hear of further 
progress and welfare in all senses. There has been a valuable 
accession to their number since my last visit in the persons of sis. 
Large and her sister-who were both active workers in the Sal
vation Army or kindred movements. Their zeal and intelligence 
are now utilized in the channel of Scriptural enlightenment. 

Bro. King has moved nearer the town to a new house, in con
nection with an extension of business. Over the new house is a 
hall, which there is some idea of renting for meetings connected 
with the Truth. There were also tidings of the Truth taking root 
in other parts of the island-Zeehan and Huon, if we do not 
mistake the names. The former is the abiding place of the Mr. 
Doidge who wrote to me during my last stay in England-he 
having casually come in contact with Christendom Astray. Being 
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desirous ofintimacy with the brethren with a view to fellowship, 
I published his letter in the Christadelphian at the time, and 
recommended bro. King or bro. Barnard of Launceston to open 
communication with him. Both did so, with the result that he 
came to Hobart and was immersed. 

Zeehan is on the west coast of Tasmania, about 22 hours sail 
from Hobart-(there is no railway to the place, though a railway 
has just been commenced to be made). But for this, and the fact that 
bro. Doidge suffers much on the sea, he wrote that he would have 
been at Hobart to see us on the occasion of the steamer's call. 

Then at Huon, a small place about fifteen or twenty miles 
from Hobart down the water, there is an interesting develop
ment. A Campbellite meeting house there has been placed at 
the service of the Truth through the enlightenment of two of 
the trustees, and the passive concurrence of a third. There was 
not much of a Campbellite meeting, and the trustees are the 
backbone. They are now brethren. 

There is an extraordinary case associated with them; the 
case of an old man who cannot read and who has become stone 
deaf. He was one of them as Campbellites and broke bread with 
them regularly. It is probable that with the possession of his 
hearing or with the ability to read, he would have followed them 
in the change that has taken place in them; but in the absence 
of both there is no avenue to his understanding, and there is 
no way of making him understand why they should withhold 
the bread and wine from him. They were in doubt what they 
should do-whether they should let him go on breaking bread 
or stop him-which they knew would be to his distress. They 
asked bro. King's advice.·Bro. King was inclined to say that as 
they could neither show him the Truth nor apprize him of their 
reception of it, they should, in compassion, make no change. I 
said that if we had any liberty to lay down law in the case, the 
advice he had given was such as must commend itself to every 
generous mind. But the law of the Lord was the only law we 
could be guided by till the Lord himselfreturned; and this law 
was clear that the fellowship of the Truth must be restricted to 
those who received the Truth, which the poor old man in this 
case did not and could not. 

I thought it might be possible by some kind of signs and 
gestures in connection with the Bible to cause the old man to 
understand that a change had come over them with regard to 
it, causing them to withhold fellowship; and that interruption 
of fellowship had no reference to him in any personal sense, and 
was no reflection on him. The case is exceedingly painful, but 
it is only one of a thousand pains connected with the present 
situation of divine things upon the earth. The day of light, 
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solution and comfort is at the door. It is ours meanwhile, to be 
faithful to the Word. 
Saturday, May 28, 1898-LEAVING TASMANIA FOR NEW 
ZEALAND 

The steamboat sailed at midnight, and after clearing the 
picturesque estuary, made a straight course eastward on the 
trackless ocean for the southern end ofN ew Zealand. There was 
not a large company on board, and they were mostly of the plain 
substantial order that are common to a Colonial population in 
which the Scotch element preponderates. 
Sunday, May 29, 1898-INCIDENTS OF THE VOYAGE 

The second day out from Hobart was a Sunday. Sis. Roberts 
and I would have wished to break bread together, but circum
stances absolutely precluded it. We were in separate sleeping 
cabins-she, one of three women; I, one of four men. The sa
loon was small and in constant use by the passengers, either 
for meals, chat or music. There was only the deck besides, and 
this was a thorough-fare and windy. So, we had to refrain. We 
managed our readings daily, in one place and another. 

The weather was cold, dull, and occasionally wet but not 
boisterous. The sea was comparatively smooth, all the way to 
"the Bluff" at the south end of New Zealand, close on a 1000 
miles, which it took us over three and a half days to cover. There 
had been violent storms before, and the normal state of the sea 
in these southern latitudes is_stormy, so that we were favored 
in having a quiet and comparatively comfortable voyage. I was 
glad ofthis on sis. Roberts' account. As it was, she was troubled 
with a little nausea. 

There was very little incident on board. One day, the captain 
opened a conversation with me on the upper deck in a way that 
seemed to say, "Look here, I am going to have a talk with you, 
and you needn't think I am going to let you off; so, come on." So, 
of course, I surrendered. It was easy to talk with him, because 
he had so much to say of a sensible order. 

He was a tall, capable-looking man of between 50 and 60; 
a Dublin Irishman as I discovered-which accounted for his 
being so free and cheery and chatty. He talked about the state 
of the world, the likelihood of an alliance between Britain and 
America, the new local Government bill being a bad thing for 
Ireland, his desire to see a war with Russia, that Russia might 
get a proper thrashing, etc., all interesting topics in their way. 

But to see how little it all means, you have only to read any 
political conversation that is 100 years old. You can do this any 
day by means of the political diaries and correspondences that 
are coming out every now and then from the press. It was all so 
important at the time; it has all gone so stale and meaningless 
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with 100 years. These things divorced from the purpose and the 
love of God are like spokes separated from the hub and circum
ference of a wheel. Yet the men are scarcely to be met with who 
treat them in this connection. Consequently, every conversation 
is lacking salt. 

I thought I would talk with the captain on his own basis the 
first time, and that in the next conversation, I would bring the 
green light of the sanctuary to bear. But circumstances did not 
give opportunity. (Tobe continued, Godwilling) 

By Love Serve One Another 
By BRO. G. V. GROWCOTI' 

We are reading together Paul's epistle to the Galatians. It is 
a very interesting epistle. Indeed, all the epistles are interesting, 
but it may be thought that Galatians is not interesting because 
it deals with a problem that we are very unlikely to be concerned 
with-whether we should keep the Law of Moses. 

But this error, which it was written to combat, is merely the 
primary background for an interesting record concerning Paul 
himself, and a beautiful, positive exposition that goes far beyond 
the problem itself 

The Galatians were in south-central Asia Minor, the turning 
around point of Paul's first missionary journey, including the 
cities of lconium, Lystra, and Derbe. Actually, Derbe was only 
125 miles from Paul's original home of Tarsus, on the main east
west Roman road, but there was a mountain range in between, 
and not much general intercourse. 

The date of the epistle, and its time-position in relation to 
Paul's travels, is not certain, but it appears to be early, and some 
consider it his first epistle. It was certainly after his first visit 
to them (Acts 14), and seems to be before the Jerusalem council 
(Acts 15), though this is not certain. Ifit was, it would be during 
the "long time" at Antioch of Acts 14:28. 

It has six chapters, and is divided into three clear parts: 
chapters 1-2: Paul's establishment of his direct divine "call" 
and "authority" completely independent of the apostles of 
Jerusalem, but in full "harmony" and "agreement" with them; 
chapters 3-4: expository, the relation of the Law of Moses to the 
Abrahamic promises and the dispensation of grace and faith; 
chapters 5-6: exhortation, the total life of complete "transforma
tion" and "dedication" and "purity" and "love" and "self-sacrifice" 
and "service" that must follow our redemption in Christ, or else 
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faith is only a hypocritical, still-born abortion. 
These three sections necessarily run into each other a little, 

and overlap, but the general distinction is quite clear. 
Unlike his other epistles, when he has a warm personal greet

ing, and words of commendation, even when he has a message 
of censure, Paul here starts right out with the burden of his 
reproof-

"Paul, an apostle, not from men, nor even through men" (1:1). 
That was the issue; that was what they questioned, and that 

is what the first two chapters establish. He was in no sense a 
messenger from the other apostles, nor even had he obtained 
any of his instruction and understanding through them. Both 
his "call" and his "doctrine" were direct from Christ himself and 
God. It is vital that he establish this, for clearly the Judaizers 
who pretended to represent the Jerusalem apostles, were en
deavoring to undermine it. 

Then, after the briefest of greetings, and a basic statement 
of his proposition that deliverance comes "from" and "through" 
Christ alone, and specifically through Christ's death for sin, 
according to the will of God, he plunges right into his sharp 
rebuke (v. 6)- 1 

"I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called 
you-that is, God-into the grace of Christ, unto another gospel." 
The Galatians had turned from God, from the grace of Christ, 
and from the Gospel of salvation. They would not, of course, 
"recognize" or "admit" this, but Paul leaves no middle ground. 
He cuts the issue sharp and clear from the very beginning: it's 
this or that: they are opposite extremes: it can't be both. 

This is what we must do in our presentation of the Truth. 
There are those who want to emphasize all points of agreement 
first, and then work up to the differences. This is confusing. 
The scriptural way is to point out the great, broad dividing line 
between Truth and error-the "major," "basic" differences that 
one must choose between at the outset-then fill in the details. 

Then come those thundering words twice repeated, which 
are so often, and rightly, quoted to introduce our lectures

"Jf we--or any man--or an angel from heaven-preach any 
other gospel, let him be accursed" (vs. 8-9). 

What vehemence! Where is the "gentle," "diplomatic," "con
ciliatory," "brotherly" Paul? He shows up later in the epistle, 
in the proper place, after he has lifted up the fallen banner of 
Truth among them, "high" and "bright" and "uncompromising''; 
but this is the time for "very," "very" plain speaking. 

Then, beginning at verse 11, to the end of chapter 2, he 
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demonstrates that the gospel he preached came directly and in
dependently and in its entirety to him from God through Christ, 
and that he had learned nothing second hand through any man 
on earth. 

He had a thorough knowledge of the scriptures from his 
youth. He was exceeding zealous, and "profited" or "advanced" 
(Revised Version) beyond his contemporaries (v. 14). He must 
have pondered many things. 

Then Christ struck him down with a personal appearance 
on the way to Damascus, and the announcement that he whom 
Paul was persecuting was the one who fulfilled the whole Old 
Testament revelation. 

Paul had three days of darkness and fasting for in
tense self-searching and meditation, rearranging his entire 
mental picture. 

There is an indici:1-tion that Ananias gave him only pre-bap
tismal instruction. 

It was simply a reception of his sight, and a filling with the 
Holy Spirit, and immediately he arose and was baptized (Acts 
9:18). 

''.And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues" (Acts 
9:20). 

His account here, in Galatians 1:16-17, is-
"lmmediately I conferred not with flesh and blood, neither 

went to the apostles at Jerusalem, but went into Arabia" (to be 
entirely alone). 

The "immediately" would indicate that this directly followed 
his public announcing in the synagogues of Damascus his new
found belief in Christ. 

Where he went in ''Arabia"; or how long he stayed, or under 
what conditions he lived, we are not told. The whole impression 
we get is that it was for a "direct," "detailed," "personal" revela
tion from Christ, and his mental adjustment to this tremendous 
revolution in his life. It could have been in the desert near Da
mascus, or it could well have been at Sinai where other wonderful 
revelations had been received. 

* * * 
Then he returned to Damascus (v. 17) and preached so en

ergetically that the disciples had to suddenly and secretly send 
him away to save his life from the aroused antagonism of the 
orthodox Jews (Acts 9:23-25). 

This verse 18 of chapter 1, was three years after his conver
sion, and it was not until now that he had any contact with the 
apostles, and then only for fifteen days. 
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His purpose in going to Jerusalem was to make the personal 
acquaintance of Peter. That's what the word translated "see," 
historeo (history), means, information, verse 18. This would 
be very fitting, both from a personal point of view of interest 
and friendship, and also for the unity of the Truth. Paul was 
obviously becoming more prominent, and he was prophetically 
and announcedly destined to become much more prominent 
still, as the specific "apostle to the Gentiles." Jerusalem was the 
headquarters of the work of the Truth, and the headquarters of 
the apostles whom Christ had previously appointed to preside 
over the dissemination of that Truth. It was virtually essential 
that he and they meet in fellowship to symbolize and cement 
this unity. 

Again, Paul on this visit preached at Jerusalem so energeti
cally that he aroused bitter and violent opposition, and had, as 
at Damascus, to be sent away to save his life (Acts 9:26-30). 

For eleven more years he preached independently, first in the 
region around his home of Tarsus, and later-after Barnabas 
had fetched him from there (Acts 11:21-26)-atAntioch, which. 
was growing into the major center of the Truth after Jerusalem. 

Chapter 2:1-10 discusses another visit, eleven years after 
the first, and fourteen years from his conversion. 

There has always been a question whether this was the fam
ine visit of Acts 11:30, or the Council visit of Acts 15. There are 
good arguments for both, and good answers to each argument, 
making either possible. 

The answer is not vital, and it is easy to over-spend attention 
and energy on questions that can never be positively determined. 
We will probably find ourselves alternating from one view to 
another as we weigh the arguments. However, it seems simplest 
and most natural to take it that this was his second visit to 
Jerusalem, and that he is not skipping over one to the third. 
He is explaining his total independence from the apostles, and 
the reasons and circumstances of his Jerusalem visit. 

The epistle itself, too, seems to fit better before the Acts 15 
Jerusalem council which officially and publicly determined the 
Gentiles' freedom from the Mosaic Law. But this is not conclu
sive, because the Judaizers' argument might now be, not that 
this Law was absolutely necessary, but that it was a holier and 
higher way for a special standing with God. 

We know that even after the Jerusalem Council, the Judaizers 
did continue to plague the Body, and finally corrupted it into 
the Catholic Church. 

Paul says (ch. 2, v. 2) that on this visit he privately explained 
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- to the leading apostles the Gospel he preached "lest he had run 
in vain;" not that he sought their advice or approval, but that 
they should all present a united front against the Judaizers, and 
not allow them to set one against the other, to the destruction 
of Paul's work. 

He says the apostles at Jerusalem added nothing to him (v. 6), 
made no addition or adjustment to his knowledge or his gospel, 
and gave him the right hand offellowship in, and blessing upon, 
his work (v. 9). 

He also says (vs. 3-5), that some "false brethren" applied 
pressure to have his companion, the Gentile Titus, circumcised, 
but that he resolutely refused, obviously with the full knowledge 
and agreement of the apostles. 

* * * 
The second half of chapter 2, verse 11 on, is the case of his 

rebuking Peter at Antioch. Peter was clearly the most prominent 
of the Apostles. He had been chosen to open the gates of the King
dom to both Jew and Gentile. He had received the vision of the 
unclean animals, and he had eaten with the Gentile Cornelius, 
many years earlier. 

At first, at Antioch, he did the same, eating freely with the 
Gentile believers; but when some Judaizers came from James 
(but not necessarily with James' approval of their views), Peter 
withdrew from eating with the Gentiles. Following his example, 
so did all the other Jews, including even Barnabas. 

Doubtless it was love and kindness. Doubtless the motive was 
good. Doubtless they did not want to offend the Judaizing Jews 
who had not yet come to see the picture clearly. Quite likely they 
explained this to the Gentile believers, that the Jerusalem Jewish 
believers were not ready for this, and it was not a time to force 
an issue and cause a division-that the strong must bear with 
the weak, and not do anything to cause a brother to stumble. 

But Paul could see the issue more clearly, and recognized that 
this was a crisis that had to be resolutely faced and decisively 
dealt with, if the unity of the Truth was to survive. Properly 
handled, it was a passive incident. Neglected, it could be a per
manent detour in the Truth's advance. 

An unchallenged victory for the Judaizers at Antioch, the then 
center of Jewish-Gentile unity and freedom in Christ, could have 
set a radiating pattern of disruption and turmoil, and division 
between Jew and Gentile. 

Paul's address to Peter starts in verse 14; where it ends is not 
clear. It was a public rebuke, and doubtless on the occasion, Paul 
went beyond the specific rebuke to Peter to a general address to 
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all present on the basic principles-which were not necessary 
for Peter himself, for he knew and accepted and practiced them. 
So the rest of the chapter will sum up what Paul said on the 
occasion, and also converges back into Paul's message to the 
Galatians. 

He sums up the basic principle in verses 19-20-
"I through the Law am dead to the Law"-

or, more literally and generally-
"/ through law am dead to law ... I am crucified with Christ 

... I died ... I live again under an entirely new principle ... yet 
it is not I but Christ that lives in me, and I in Christ ... I am 
wholly absorbed in Christ . .. my entire life and being are in the 
faith of Christ who loved me and gave himself for me." 

He had gone far beyond law. He had grown up out oflaw. He 
had left it behind like the necessary, unexplained, mechanical 
disciplines of early childhood. He had grown up to love and devo
tion where the will of the loved is infinitely greater incentive and 
restraint from the most rigid of compulsory legal requirements. 
"The law," he said to Timothy, "is not for the righteous, but for 
the lawless and disobedient" (1 Tim. 1:9). 

We must develop far beyond the elementary kindergarten 
lessons of compulsory law to intense, personal love of Christ and 
God and righteousness and the beauty ofholiness-"I delight to 
do Thy will, 0 God!" 

But unless this complete absorption into Christ-this com
plete and driving devotion and dedication to drawing ever closer 
and closer to God and to perfection-unless it truly takes over 
and transforms our life, then the Judaizers were right after 
all. By casting off the pure and holy bonds of law, we have just 
opened the door to all the indulgences and deceptiveness of the 
flesh. 

* * * 
Chapters 3 and 4 are the doctrinal arguments against the 

present application of the Law ofMoses-that it was a secondary, 
temporary arrangement added much later to the basic plan of 
salvation through faith; that it was, 1) To expose sin, 2) convict 
all of sin, 3) show to all the impossibility of anyone earning life; 
4) to foreshadow and typify and lead up to Christ; 5) that it was 
the mere elementary, passing impotent shadow of which Christ 
is the glorious, all-powerful, eternal reality. 

To return to the Law of Moses is not, as the Judaizers claimed, 
a higher step of holiness, but a falling right back down from the 
things of the Spirit which transforms the heart, to the things 
that merely regulate the flesh. 

The doctrinal argument continues to verse 12 of chapter 5. 
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"I would they were even cut off which trouble you." 
-a verse that most modern commentators give an absurd and 
crude meaning, which the NEB even coarsely inserts into its text 
as if it were the Word of God. 

* * * 
The exhortation begins (v. 13 of ch. 5)-
"Brethren, ye have been called unto liberty: only use not liberty 

for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another." 
Liberty is a tremendous responsibility. Like matured adults, 

we have been turned loose from the detailed and mechanical 
restraints oflaw. We have been told by God-

''This is what I desire. This is what will please me. If you love 
me, this is what you will work to do, and you will never feel that 
you have ever been able to do enough: you will always yearn to 
do more and better. You will have no interest in worldly rubbish." 

The obligations oflove are infinitely greater and deeper than 
the obligations oflaw. Just as the responsibilities and duties of 
adulthood are greater than those of childhood. 

"For all the Law is fulfilled in one word: Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself" (v. 14). 

Whoever attains to this divine ideal of loving others as 
themselves-of taking on all the joys and burdens of others, and 
sharing everything we hope with them without restraint? 

But this is the ideal to which we must constantly strive to 
bring ourselves. Anything short of this is ugly, fleshly smallness 
and selfishness of heart and mind. 

"But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not 
consumed one of another" (v. 15). 

This in the Truth should be absolutely unthinkable. Is it? We 
may be a long way from reaching the pinnacle of the ideal, but 
ifwe haven't gotten far beyond this, we haven't even begun. 

"This I say, then, walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill 
the lust of the flesh" (v. 16). 

Man is a very strange contraption. He is like a pair of scales. 
One side or the other can very easily go up or down. And when 
it goes down it can very easily go very far down. But he can also 
attain very high. 

"Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh." 
It is the only way. We must give ourselves wholly to the Spirit 

of the Word. We can choose-we can choose what we throw onto 
the scales. We can choose the guidance of the Spirit as revealed 
in the Word of Life, or we can choose the guidance of the thoughts 
and desires of the flesh. 

No one can plead inability. We can do whatever we want to do, 
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ifwe want it badly enough, and will seek the help and guidance 
in the right place. 

We can "walk in the Spirit." If we couldn't, we would not be told 
to do so. God does not mock us, any more than He lets us mock 
Him. Of course we cannot reach perfection. Of course we shall 
repeatedly stumble, and have to try again. But the basic portion 
of our life can be purity and love and kindness and service and 
holiness and spiritual-mindedness, if we really want it to be. 

"The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh ... so that ye cannot do the things that ye would" (v. 17). 

The flesh is always there, and always strong. We shall never 
accomplish fully what we desire in love to do for God. But in 
interpreting these words, let us remember that Paul falls within 
their description. He could say "Be ye followers of me, even as I 
am ofChrist."He could say "God is witness how holily andjustly 
and unblameably we behaved ourselves among you" (1 Thess. 
2:10). But still he would be the first to recognize that, having 
done his utmost, he himself came under this description-

''Ye cannot do the things that ye would." 
In the rest of the chapter, he lists the works of the flesh and 

the fruits of the Spirit. Among the works of the flesh are some 
terrible things that hopefully none of us would ever dream of. 
But also there are some other terrible things that, sadly we do 
not always realize are so terrible in God's sight, but to Him they 
may be the most terrible, because they violate and profane and 
tread underfoot the very essence of love for one another, which 
is the basic principle of the law of life-

"Variance, hatred, wrath, strife, envying, and such like." 
"They which do such things shall not inherit the Kingdom of 

God" (Gal. 5:20-21). 
But (vs. 22-24)-

"The fruit of the Spirit is love,joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance; against such there is no 
law, and they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the 
affections and lusts." 
· Are we Christ's? 

We Are Bought With A Price 
By BRO. C.H. THOMPSON 

"If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which 
is given me to youward: how that by revelation he made known 
unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, whereby 
when ye read ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery 
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of Christ); which in other ages was not made known unto the 
sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit; that the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, 
and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by 
the Gospel." (Eph. 3:2-6). 

Here we have Paul speaking of a mystery which had not been 
revealed to men in other ages, but which had been revealed to 
the apostles by the Holy Spirit. 

Unfortunately, there are many who do not understand but 
until they realize their error they cannot understand the fel
low-heirship of the Gentiles, neither the original heirship of 
Israel. 

When the fellowship was brought into effect it was because of 
the Gospel being preached and believed. So, that the fellow-heir
ship does not apply to the Gentiles who lived before the days 
of Jesus and Paul, as the Gospel of Christ had not then been 
brought to them. Christ sent Paul to the Gentiles with these 
words-

"Unto the Gentiles now I send thee, to open their eyes, and to 
turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 
to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance 
among them that are sanctified by faith that is in me" (Acts 26: 17-
18). 

Paul was sent to bring the Ephesians from darkness to light. 
They were without hope, and without God in the world. They 
were without Christ, being aliens from the Commonwealth of 
Israel. 

Paul's mission was to tell them of the purpose of God, and to 
give them the conditions whereby they could all be admitted as 
fellow-heirs. To those who understand the Truth Paul's words 
are quite intelligible. By enlightenment we know that man is 
mortal, naturally wicked, and condemned, and unfit to approach 
God, or to have hope. 

God gives out His invitations on His own principles, and His 
principles are exacting. In the early centuries God selected a 
people for Himself giving them laws to live by. He supplied them 
with their daily food from the heavens, and with water from the 
rocks of the earth. The people were made the repository of the 
promises made to Abraham. 

These people were the only nation God ever chose for Himself. 
Soon they became haughty and stiff-necked, and went astray 
after strange gods. For many centuries, they lived at enmity with 
God, but there was always a remnant that remained faithful. 
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With the advent of Jesus Christ there came a new dispen
sation. When he began his ministry, he said to his disciples-"! 
am not sent but to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." 

The Jews, the chosen people, refused to accept the teaching 
of Jesus, so he said to them-

"The Kingdom of God shall be taken from you and given to a 
people bringing forth the fruits thereof." 

The nation to whom the Kingdom is to be given consists of 
all his faithful followers, to some of whom he said-"Fear not 
little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the 
Kingdom." 

The flock will consist of the redeemed at the second appearing 
of Christ, and is described by John as "a multitude that no man 
can number, of all nations and people and tongues." 

To them will be given the Kingdom, and rulership over the 
twelve tribes of Israel. Jesus said to the 12-

"J appoint unto you a Kingdom, as my Father hath appointed 
unto me, that ye may eat and drink at my table in my Kingdom, 
and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel." 

It would be but natural that the apostles would be anxious 
for the time to come when this should be. Are we any different? . 
We look forward to that day of the coming of the Lord, and pray, 
"Come Lord Jesus, come quickly." 

On several occasions the disciples expressed their anxiety on · 
these matters.And the mother of two of them became so anxious 
that she requested for her two sons the honor of sitting, one on 
the right and the other on the left of Jesus in his Kingdom. But 
Jesus declined her request saying-

"To sit on my right hand and on my lefi hand is not mine to 
give; but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my 
Father." 

They again showed their anxiety when they said to Je
sus-"Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the Kingdom to 
Israel?" (Acts 1:6). 

And after his resurrection, they gave vent to their disappoint
ment to the unrecognized Jesus-"But we trusted that it had 
been he which should have redeemed Israel." 

They had listened many times to Jesus as he preached the 
Kingdom of God, and during the 40 days, Jesus had opened the 
Scriptures to them before he should be taken up to heaven. 

Jesus would not have sent them to preach that which they 
did not understand. He said to them-"Go ye into all the world 
and preach the Gospel to every creature." 
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And he gave the conditions of salvation-"He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned" (Mrk. 16:16). 

Paul had something to say concerning those who had heard 
and understood the things committed to him by Christ through 
which we are invited to a place in God's Kingdom and glory-

"[ therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness 
and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 
endeavoring to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace" 
(Eph. 4:1-3). 

If we speak not the truth in love, if we defile the doctrine of 
God by unholy associations, if we give way to anger and evil 
speaking, what then will our hope avail us? 

Jude speaks of murmurers, complainers, walking after their 
own lusts, and their mouths speaking great swelling words, 
having man's persons in admiration because of advantage. The 
world defends its own ways as a virtue. They say, "be ambitious, 
get all you can out of the world." But Paul said-

"Be content with what things as you have. Mind not high things, 
but condescend to men of low estate" (Romans 12: 16). 

The people of the world say they are free, and at liberty to do 
as they like. But the scriptures say-

"Ye are not your own, ye are bought with a price; wherefore 
glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's." 

Every day we see and hear what goes on in the world, and 
we also know that the natural desire is to respond to worldly 
suggestions. But if we are to walk worthy, we must resist the 
pleasant things, and strive for the things that are of Christ. 

We know it is a struggle for all who seek to live by the Truth; 
but ifwe remain faithful, then our lives will be enriched by the 
promises of the life to come. The time will come when we will 
more fully realize that we are not our own. All we have, or ever 
will have must come from our Creator. 

"If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mam
mon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? And if ye have 
not been faithful in that which is another man's, who will give 
you that which is your own?" (Luke 16:11-12). 

The powers of darkness are on every hand, and there exists 
the constant threat that the feeble light of the Truth may be ex
tinguished. But be ye not deceived by the vain words of men, who 
live for their own comfort, unmindful of the needs of the weak, 
the unfortunate and the helpless, thinking only of themselves 
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and their standing in the sight of man. 
"Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after 

many days" (Ecc. 11:1). 
If there be a willing mind, it is accepted according to what 

a man hath, and not according to what he hath not. Therefore, 
the poor widow can sow as bountifully as the rich; even as the 
poor widow who gave her two mites, her whole living and she 
had the commendation of Jesus. 

All who belong to Christ are to walk in love and holiness. And 
he who walketh not according to this doctrine receive him not 
into your house, neither bid him Godspeed; for he that biddeth 
him Godspeed is partaker of his evil deeds (2 John. 10:11). 

Live in hope, having faith in Him that promised; for such is 
pleasing to God. And when he shall come in power and great glo
ry, and we be found worthy of the vocation to which the goodness 
and mercy of God hath called us, then we will enter into the joy 
of our reward. 

The Kingdom oflove,joy and peace will be glorious beyond the 
mind of mortal man to conceive. Then will the conflict of our brief 
mortal years have ended in victory, as we receive immortality 
and an unfading crown of righteousness. 

-Feb. 1958 Christadelphian Visitor 

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy 
POLITICAL EARTHQUAKES 

Any close observer of global events can tell you that, in some 
ways, geopolitics is uncannily similar to geology. Just as the rapid 
shifts in the Earth's tectonic plates give way to earthquakes that 
can shake countries and regions to their core, so do the underlying 
forces of international affairs send deep tremors across corners 
of the globe from time to time.-Stratfor, 10/ 17 

This interesting statement was written in relation to the 
shudders going through Europe, as it deals with Brexit-like 
forces that threaten to pull the EU apart. Germany and France, 
the perpetual perturbers of Europe (the former economically, 
the latter socially) are dealing with a number of deep changes 
in their political fabric, and the repercussions are magnified 
by the huge immigrant populations that have been crossing 
European borders for some time now. 
ANTI-SEMITISM 

The disturbance of Europe's equilibrium by Britain 
announcing it was withdrawing from the EU has caused 
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simmering issues to boil over. One of the most prominent, 
though under-reported, issues is the rise of anti-Semitism. 
This phenomenon is not limited to left-wing ('Israeli occupa
tion is evil') or right-wing ('Jews have too much influence') 
politics. It is a groundswell that is developing in people of all 
stripes and persuasions and is infecting the population at a 
very deep level. It is remarkable how closely anti-Semitism is 
tied to significant changes occurring in the political realm-

When the British announced their withdrawal from the Euro
pean Union last summer, at least a few commentators expressed 
the fear that this decision would have some unpredictable and 
possibly harmful effects elsewhere in the EU. That seemed ex
aggerated, but recent events suggest that the U.K.'s plans have 
resonated throughout the other two large states, Germany and 
France. And it seems likely that the EU itself is subject to change. 

The most disturbing European event since Brexit is [the] 
federal election in Germany. The results were a shock to Chan
cellor Angela Merkel, who had been expected to win her fourth 
term with ease, extending into the future her already 12 years 
as leader of the country. Her coalition was delivering results 
that should have made voters happy, even grateful - high em
ployment, booming exports, a growth rate better than the U.S., 
Japan or Canada - and clear leadership in the EU, the result 
ofMerkel's calm, wise talent for manoeuvre. Polls duly showed 
her in a double-digit lead. 

But her votes fell calamitously and to stay in power she was 
left to assemble a hard-to-manage new coalition. 

An even more striking result was the success of Alternative 
fiir Deutschland (AID). The AID is a right-wing nationalist party 
that maintains friendly relations with farther-right parties and 
evokes accusations of covert anti-Semitism. It sets out to defend 
the "German way of life." It also takes a skeptical view of the 
EU. 

[Meanwhile] voters in France upended their politics, dismissed 
their traditional parties and installed as president a newcomer, 
Emmanuel Macron. On Tuesday, in a speech at the Sorbonne, 
he said the EU must change. It is, he says, too weak, too slow, 
too inefficient. In the post-Brexit period, he's campaigning for a 
"profound transformation."-Nat'l Post, 9/ 17 
BRITAIN STANDING APART 

Brexit is a wonderful development given our anticipation 
of the latter day development of the 10 toe-kingdoms in Eu
rope joined to the feet of Nebuchadnezzar's Image. Britain, 
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Ecclesial News (Continued from page 398) 
Bro. Jeff has been to NZ several times over the years but this 
was sis. Anne's first visit and we hope it was worthwhile in all 
respects for her. Modern travel is so fast and convenient these 
days that we may tend to take it for granted. Our age group tend 
to forget the trials and dangers of travel as experienced by many 
in the days of the appostles and later. Hopefully travel will be 
safe and joyful in the Kingdom Age when the saints and angels 
will have full control over such things. 

The Prophets remind us almost daily of what God has in 
store for His people and nation and invites us Gentiles to join 
ourselves to the Abrahamic family in faith while the veil is still 
over the eyes and hearts of natural Israel. From a human point 
of view it is sad to see the distress that engulfs many nations, 
but as nations turn away from the God of Israel and in many 
ways call God a liar and deny His words and works, they leave 
Him little choice but to show His power and sovereignty over 
all His creation, even as He has in the past. Tru.ely, the winds of 
change are blowing ever stronger as nation after nation spends 
more and more on armaments and training for war. All these; • -
nations have yet to be humbled by the mighty power exhibited 
by Christ and His saints while they learn that war is futile . 
against the power that can control all the elements of nature. · · 

We pray that God will be merciful to all His servants and 
that He might forgive our mistakes, remembering that we are 
but flesh and blood and are like the grass of the field. May His 
grace be with all-bro. Ron Crocker for the Whangarei Berean 
Christadelphian ecclesia. 

as outlined by Dr. Thomas, is not part of the ten kingdoms, 
but stands apart as the old lion ofTarshish, destined to form 
an alliance that will protest against Russian advancement 
all the way down into Israel (Ezekiel 38:11-16). 

In this matter we are encouraged to see Britain take a 
good, hard look at the economic possibilities available in 
linking with her former colonies (young lions) while turning 
away from Europe-

A British politician who pushed for Brexit says he believes the 
U.K. government is interested in joining NAFTA, or whatever 
becomes of it. 

Daniel Hannan spoke about the prospect of a cross-Atlantic 
free trade zone even as a fourth round of North American Free 
Trade Agreement talks ramps up in the United States. 
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The member of European Parliament and British Conservative 
said he senses openness to trade deals from both the American 
and Canadian administrations. Despite growing protectionism 
south of the border, President Donald Trump seems keenly in
terested in working with Britain. 

Canada seems positive towards a free trade deal with Britain. 
Following a recent meeting between Prime Ministers Justin 
Trudeau and Theresa May in Ottawa, the leaders shared opti
mism the Canada-EU free trade deal, CETA, could morph into 
a bilateral agreement post-Brexit. 

"We'd be bringing something new to the table," he said, noting a 
Canada-UK-Australia-New Zealand deal such as that advocated 
by former Conservative leadership contestant and current foreign 
affairs critic Erin O'Toole has now "in an astonishingly short 
time" gone from being a new idea to being "quite a mainstream 
idea."-Nat'l Post, 11 I 17 
GERMANY TRENDING AGAINST THE JEWS 

The Jews are quite right to be concerned over the grow
ing animosity. Reassurances, from the political parties most 
likely to represent their enemies, are hardly mollifying-

A top official with the far-rightAlternative for Germany said 
that Jews have nothing to fear from his party's third-place elec
tion finish, which took it into parliament. 

Co-leader Alexander Gauland told reporters "there is nothing 
in our party, in our program, that could disturb the Jewish people 
who live here in Germany." 

The comments from Gauland came a day after several major 
Jewish groups expressed dismay and concern about the strong 
showing of his Alternative for Germany, or AID. 

German Central Council of Jews President Josef Schuster 
said the AID "tolerates far-right thoughts and agitates against 
minorities." 

Charlotte Knobloch, chairwoman of the Munich Jewish com
munity and a former president of the Central Council of Jews 
in Germany, described the strong AID showing as a "nightmare 
come true." 

"I am greatly concerned about democracy in our country," she 
said. "This result is a nightmare come true, a historical change. 
For the first time [since the end of the Second World War], an 
extreme-right party will be strongly represented in parliament." 

The Anti-Defamation League also called the AID results a "dis
turbing milestone," saying "its leaders have made anti-Semitic 
statements and played down the evil of the Nazi regime." 

Foreign Minister Sigmar Gabriel, a Social Democrat, has 
warned that "for the first time since the end of the second World 
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War, real Nazis will sit in the German parliament."The Greens' 
party has used the same term. 

Merkel, more cautiously, urged voters to choose "the parties 
that are 100% loyal to our constitution," while also saying "we 
want to win back AID voters," many of whom were disillusioned 
with the chancellor over decision to let in over a million migrants 
to the country since 2015.-Times of Israe~ 9 I 17 

Despite the reassurances, we know that Israel's troubles 
increase in bitterness as the end draws near-after the anal
ogy of Egypt in the days of Moses. The offense against God's 
chosen people will bring about a cataclysmic result against 
all the armies and nations arrayed against his Holy Land. 
But there must exist a time of trouble to bring all things to 
this culmination-to bring all things to a boil, as it were-

Jewish leaders in Europe are reeling from a series of recent 
attacks by Islamists targeting not only tourists, but also Jewish 
institutions, including the Jewish Museum in Brussels and the 
Hypercacher supermarket in Paris. 

Meanwhile, bigots have had a field day in their online swamp. 
One tweeter declared:" Jewish-engineered non-white invasion of 
Europe ends with Muzzies slaughtering Jews." A second spec
ulated that it was "most likely planned by Jews." A third drew 
the lesson that [it is necessary] to increase our guard against 
"Jewish Power." 

But beyond Islamists a,nd marginal online Jew-haters, an
ti-Semitism in the Eurozone is now also deeply embedded in 
the mainstream. There are areas in leading capitals, including 
London, Paris, Brussels, Berlin, Amsterdam, Copenhagen and 
Stockholm, where no Jew dares to wear a yarmulke or a Jewish 
star necklace in public. In Sweden, anti-Semitic attacks go vir
tually unchallenged and unprosecuted by authorities. 

Just how deeply embedded was highlighted not long ago by 
Dr. Manfred Gerstenfeld, a respected author and researcher on 
anti-Semitism who attracted headlines and criticism with his 
assertion that "well over" 150 million citizens of the European 
Union (population 400 million) believe "Israel is conducting a 
war of extermination against the Palestinians." 

Another report estimates that 11 million Spaniards harbor 
anti-Semitic views. Too many in the European Union, including 
major media, reflexively and habitually blame civilian Israeli 
communities (settlements) or Israeli self-defense against Pales
tinian terrorism for the spread of Islamist terrorism. And in the 
UK, rather than standing up for a Jewish community reeling 
from a spike in anti-Semitic hate crimes, Jeremy Corbyn's Labour 
Party has been rife with anti-Semitism and extreme anti-Israel 
antipathy. 

Unless European leaders of state, culture & media dramatically 
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change course, Barcelona's chief rabbi may be right. For the Jews, 
at least, "Europe is lost." -Fox News, 8 I 17 
RUSSIA ALSO HOME TO RISING ANTI-SEMITISM 

Russia has made many overtures to Israel in recent years, 
looking for opportunities to increase its influence in the Med
iterranean Sea area (which also just happens to have access 
to enormous fields of natural gas and oil). But the reality on 
the ground is that anti-Jewish sentiment is always just under 
the surface in Russia. Its emergence is particularly interest
ing in relation to dealing with its previous autocratic family. 
One can easily imagine the anti-Jewish feeling carrying over 
into the rise of a new Autocrat in Russia-

Russian investigators say they are probing the possibility that 
Tsar Nicholas II and his family were murdered in a "ritual kill
ing," appearing to give new life to an old conspiracy theory criti
cized by Jewish community members as blatantly anti-Semitic. 

The revelation echoes a conspiracy theory that the Bolshevik 
Revolution 100 years ago and the murder of Nicholas II were 
a Jewish plot. It came to light at a conference at Moscow's Sre
tensky Monastery on November 27 attended by the head of the 
Russian Orthodox Church, Patriarch Kirill, that was called to 
discuss a new investigation into the tsar's murder. 

At the same conference, Bishop Tikhon, an influential priest 
known as Vladimir Putin's confessor because of his proximity to 
the Russian president, said the theory of a ritual killing is widely 
held within a church commission examining the murder. 

"We relate most seriously to the version of a ritual murder," 
Tikhon was quoted by TASS news agency as saying. "What's 
more, for a significant part of the church commission there is no 
doubt that that is what happened." 

The formulation of ritual murder was said by Jewish commu
nity figures to clearly evoke an old myth that has blamed the 
killings on plotting Jews. 

"The allegation of ritual killings by Jews is one of the most 
ancient anti-Semitic slanders," Aleksandr Boroda, the president 
of the Federation for Jewish communities of Russia, told Interfax. 
"It has many times served as the reason for persecutions, which 
claimed hundreds, even thousands, of victims. But every time 
when these accusations have been examined by people who aren't 
infected by anti-Semitic convictions, it has turned out that this 
slander is a lie." 

The tsar's family-Nicholas, his wife Alexandra, their five 
children-and doctor and three servants were murdered on 
Vladimir Lenin's orders on July 17, 1918, in the basement of a 
merchant's mansion in Yekaterinburg.-RFE / RL, 11 I 17 
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U.S. STIRRING THE POT 
Into this widening pool of flammable animosity and malice 

(and we have not even touched on the feelings oflran and the 
Arab Palestinians) , the U.S. president has thrown a match-

U.S. President Donald Trump declared Jerusalem as Israel's 
capital, hailing it as ''very fresh thinking'' and a repudiation of 
"the same failed strategies of the past" employed by his prede
cessors. 

"It is time to officially recognize Jerusalem as the capital of 
Israel," Trump said from the White House. 

Trump also said he would direct the State Department to 
begin the process of moving the U.S. Embassy from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem. 

While Trump is fulfilling campaign promises domestically 
on both decisions, the U.S. risks infuriating the Muslim world, 
potentially sparking protests that could fray American alliances 
in the volatile Middle East. 

Reactions from leaders in both the Mideast and around the 
world had already ranged from concern to alarm in anticipation 
ofTrump's announcement. 

In Gaza, protesters burned American and Israeli flags. 
Hamas, the militant group that controls Gaza, called Trump's . 

recognition of Jerusalem as Israel's capital "flagrant aggression 
against the Palestinian people." Hamas urged Arabs and Muslims 
to "undermine the U.S. interests in the region." 

Antonio Guterres, secretary general of the UN, decried Trump's 
move. 

French President Emmanuel Macron, at a news conference in 
Algiers, called Trump's announcement a "regrettable decision" 
that "goes against international law and all the resolutions of 
the UN Security Council." 

Former UN secretary general Kofi Annan also criticized the 
U.S. president's move. 

Leaders and senior government officials from Turkey, Jordan 
and Egypt were also quick to react with disapproval to Trump's 
speech. 

We know that the central element that draws all nations to 
battle is God's purpose with the Jews. The Jews will, in good 
time, be raised to pre-eminence among all the nations. What 
we are witnessing today is the beginning of the tide that will 
eventually submerge all of western Europe, Iran, Iraq, north
ern Africa and many lands beside under the Autocrat, who 
will think an evil thought against Israel, and bring his army 
into contact with them. Then the stone shall smite the feet of 
the Image, and the fierce impact will reverberate across the 
earth until at last there is only one kingdom and one king 
over all. "The kingdom shall not be left to other people, but 
it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and 
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it shall stand for ever" (Dan. 2:44). 
Bro. Roberts wrote conclusively-"As the time draws near 

to favour Zion, the "counsels of men's hearts" are everywhere 
against their resuscitation, and the cry of ''Anti-Semitism" 
rings through Europe. But the purpose of the Lord, that 
shall stand. The words of Micah are apropos: ''M'any nations 
are against thee that say, Let her be defiled, let our eye look 
upon Zion. But they know not the thoughts of the Lord, nei
ther understand they his counsel" (Micah 4:11-12). "He that 
scattered Israel will gather him" (Jer. 31:10). For this, there 
is a time appointed (Dan. 8:19)-namely, "in the latter days" · 
(Ezek. 38:16), when "the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled" 
(Luke 21:24). Then arrive ''the times of the restitution of all 
things which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his prophets 
since the world began" (Acts 3:21). 

''This epoch in the world's history having arrived, behold 
Israel still a people, notwithstanding all efforts to destroy 
them ... The Scripture that has instructed us to look for a 
natural and partial restoration in the preliminary stage, also 
instructs us to look for the intervention of the supernatural 
at a subsequent stage-just as the supernatural deliverance 
from Egypt followed the natural development of Moses and 
the situation of which he formed a part ... However great may 
be the multitude of contrary counsels in the hearts of men on 
the subject, experience shows that "the purpose of the Lord, 
that shall stand" (Christadelphian, 1898, p.113).-T.D.C. 

One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Continued from page 432 

it should be spent in the Holy Land, in the help of actual Jewish 
settlers, and that it should be spent at his recommendation. 

DUE to the further increase in financial and other contributions that the 
brethren and sisters were making towards the fund for the Jewish coloni
zation of Palestine, bro. Roberts makes the following comments-

Nearly £300 and a large quantity of clothing have been contrib
uted by the friends of the Truth in various parts, in support of the 
various projects that have started into existence during the last 
two or three years for the colonization of Palestine by the Jews. 

Then bro. Roberts quotes a letter of inquiry from Laurence Oliphant on the 
project of helping the Jews in Palestine. The letter reads (in part)-

1 hope to be in Palestine before the end of the year, when I 
propose personally to inspect the progress which has been 
made in the way of colonization by the Jews-and I could 
write you the result of my observations, and suggestions in 
regard to how the money could be best applied. It would assist 
me to have some definite idea of the feelings of your contrib
utors on the subject. You should also have a name, so that I 
could tell the recipients of your bounty from whom it comes. 
I think 'Christadelphians' might seem to them too especially 
antagonistic to their own belief; but I merely throw out these 
suggestions, and have every conviction that, however you may 
think best that the money should be applied, it will carry a 
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blessing with it, both to the givers and receivers. L. Oliphant 
Bro. Roberts answers this (in part)-

As to the predilections of the contributors, they are limited to 
two points: 1. that the money be spent within the boundaries 
of the Holy Land proper; and 2nd, that it be spent on your 
recommendation, and at your absolute discretion. As to name, 
you might call us 'Birmingham and other Lovers of Israel'. 
We shall be perfectly satisfied to have the money spent in the 
Holy Land for Jewish Colonization purposes under any name, 
and in any form you may deem the most likely to realize the 
objects in view. Doubtless, it would be gratifying to have it 
applied to 'special proteges,' and the nearer Jerusalem the 
better, but this we leave entirely to your discretion. R. Roberts 

* * * . 
BECAUSE of the increase in interest in the land of Palestine, it is interesting 
to note that efforts were under way by various organizations to gain infor
mation on the land. In this connection a new map of Palestine was being 
prepared. It is mentioned that it was the best map that had been made up 
to that time, as it contained a great amount of detail, listing towns, places, 
roads, geography, etc. 

* * * 
THERE are six pages written up on the 'Jews and the Holy Land', showing to 
us the interest and concern that bro. Roberts and the brotherhood took in this 
hoped-for event. Some of the thoughts that are recorded run in this vein-

It continues to go ill with the Jews as regards their condition, in 
the leading countries of their dispersion. The newspapers call 
it the "anti-Semitic.agitation," according to the modern habit of 
idealizing a thing by an epithet, so that its literal character is 
veiled, and mystical halo thrown around it. By whatever name, 
the record of the fact is satisfactory that Israel is being stirred 
up in a way that makes rest impossible, and predisposes them 
for the coming movement to Palestine. The Jews themselves do 
not understand the trouble, because they do not understand the 
times nor their signs. The movement in the direction of Palestine 
colonization continues, notwithstanding the impediments in
terposed by the Sultan (ofTurkey), and arising out of the Egyp
tian war. It will be observed that Mr. Oliphant almost promises 
to report to the Christadelphian the exact state of progress 
when he shall have made his visit of inspection to Palestine. 

* * * 
BRO. Roberts again responded with thanks for the continued support of 
the brethren and sisters through their yearly renewed subscriptions for the 
Christadelphian magazine. In his comments he states-

We thank the large number who have renewed during the 
last month, and especially for their endorsement of the policy 
of the Christadelphian,and their concurrence in its aims and 
measures. Our best response to their encouraging remarks is 
to assure them that so long as the present editor retains his 
faculties, the policy of the Christadelphian will continue un
changed, though a difficult one oftentimes to carry out. He will 
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strive to please all as far as he may do so, in the scriptural sense 
(for there is a sense in which this may not be done-Gal. 1:10). 
But he will decline to be diverted from maxims and measures 
which have in the past tended to progress, purity, peace, and 
joy; or to be drawn into ways and principles of management 
that foster disunion, debate, strife, envy, pride, and other evil 
fruits that are outsid~ the pale of a true saintship in Christ, 
though congenial to the Old Man. If in this attitude, he must 
endure the hostility of such as fail to recognize the real worth 
of the Truth in our day and generation, this bitterness is off-set 
by the sympathy and support of many to whom the present evil 
world has no more attraction than it had for Paul, and who are 
in reality strangers and pilgrims, whose most earnest business 
is that of acting the part of obedient servants of the Lord Jesus 
Christ in his absence, in hope of his appearing-having here no 
continuing city, but seeking one to come. 

. * * * 
IN reference to the continuing 'signs of the times,' bro. Roberts states in a 
general consideration of the world events-

Parliament has met, but there has been no distinct enunciation 
of British intentions in Egypt. It is not only the political sur
roundings of the situation that make it impossible for Mr. Glad
stone to carry out the simple policy he has proposed to himself 
when he gave the order for the bombardment of the Alexandrian 
forts. Military events are making British evacuation impossible. 
These events may prove a providential check to the policy of 
"Egypt for the Egyptians." They will force the unwilling hand 
of England, as it has been forced all along. They will complicate 
the situation in the sense unfavourable to Turkey, but highly 
favourable to the opening of the Eastern Question. Concurrently 
with these events, there is a variety of other political activities 
... Russian intrigue is busy, in Armenia and other directions, 
and immense Russian preparations for war are in progress on 
both the European and Asiatic frontiers of the Turkish empire. 
At the same time, there is some understanding between Russia, 
Germany, and Austria, the fruits of which we shall presently see 
in future dismemberments of the dying empire, whose demise 
is so much desired by the Saints. 

* * * 
DIFFERENT Bible Lectures -

''The Development of the Papacy" 
"The Word Made Flesh: How and When?" 
"God's Purpose in Visiting the Gentiles" 
''The Resurrection of the Dead: a Momentous Question to a Death
Striken Race" 
"Faith and Works" 
"The Real Man" 
''The Binding of Satan" 
"Russia and England from the Prophetic Standpoint" 
"A Further Consideration of the Sorcery Practised by the Romish 
Hierarchy-Transubstantiation and the Sacrifice of the Mass" 
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One Hundred & Thirty-Five Years Ago 
The Christadelphian, December, 1882 

UNDER the Notes column for this month bro. Roberts mentions the re
publishing of the book entitled "Jesus Christ and Him Crucified." This 
interesting book was later renamed "The Real Christ. " 

* * * 
IN the November issue of the magazine, bro. Roberts mentioned the con
tinuing donations towards a Jewish fund by the brethren and sisters and 
their respective ecclesias. The money, after coming to bro. Roberts' hand, 
was set aside to be passed on to Mr. Laurence Oliphant (one of the leading 
political lights of that day who whole-heartedly supported the Jewish cause). 
In correspondence with Mr. Oliphant, bro. Roberts indicated-

We have written telling him that it is the desire of the contributors 
(Continued on page 428) 

BIBLE PUZZLE- " David" 
1. Mich a l D's ... 
2. D's .. . was emp ty 
3. Afterward D's heart . . . h im 
4. Saul knew D's . .. 
5. D's 2 wives taken ... 
6. . .. the fath er of D 
7. D took a . .. & played 
8. . .. cursed D by his gods 
9. . .. & D made a coven ant 

10. Saul ... D from that day 
11. D ... himself wisely 
12. When Abigail saw D she .. . 
13. D took the . .. of Zion 
14. D bought the . .. 
15. D wrote a letter t o .. . 
16. Lord sent ... to D 
17 .... D king over Israel 
18. D himself followed th e . .. 

• 19. D . . . himself in the Lord 
. ) 20. D . .. of the Lord 

Abundantly Eyed 
Anointed Friend 
Ar iel Harp 
Ascended Hasted 
Beh aved J esse 
Bier Joab 
Captives Jonathan 
Castle Judah 
Encou raged Key 
Enqu ired Kingdom 

21. Hou se of . .. followed D 
22. D p repared ... 
23 . . .. said to David , take it 
24. . .. the mercies of D 
25. • • . over Israel & D forever 
26. Singing as it was . .. by D 
27. Raise u n t o D a . .. branch 
28. The sure .. . of D 
29 . • . • t he city where D dwelt 
30. . .. of t he house of D 
31. Root & . . . of D 
32. J esu s Christ of the . .. of D 
33. Build again . .. of D 
34. D is not . . . into heaven s 
35. Have ye n ot . .. w h at D d id? 
36. Hush ai D's .. . 
37. Gad , D's . .. 
38. Last .. . of D 
39. Thy . . . unto D 
40. City of D w hich is . . . 
Mercies 
Nath an 
Offspring 
Ordained 
Oman 
P-hilistine 
P lace 
P1·omise 
Read 
Remember 

Righteou s 
Seed 
Seer 
Smote 
Tabernacle 
Threshingfioor 
Voice 
Wife 
Words 
Zion 
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