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Ecclesial News 

At times we accept that no news is good news. 

Editorial 

Fear Thou Not for I Am With Thee 

“Let us not be weary in well doing: for in due time we shall reap, if 

we faint not”—Galatians 6:9 

THE believers of the Gospel, who are fully aware of the obligations 

resting upon them because of their knowledge of the Way of Life, are 

scattered here and there throughout the world. In some cases they are 

alone in isolation, where there is nothing to obstruct the mental view of 

the things of God, and the daily readings are pored over and absorbed 

with keenness and power. Others are identified with groups of various 

sizes where they experience the advantages, or disadvantages, of 

ecclesial life. Of course, if all members of an ecclesia were faithful in 

all points, and holy in all manner of conversation, there would be no 

disadvantages. But the advantages and disadvantages work together for 

good to those who love God. The ecclesial framework is the ideal 

environment in which God desires His children to grow up into Christ: 

ideal as to their own training and development, and their helpfulness 

and usefulness to others.  

Conditions in the ecclesias have never been all that God desires 

them to be. Up to a point, this must be borne with in patience and hope 

and love. But beyond a certain point, as the Scriptures often instruct us, 

something must be done in faithfulness to preserve the soundness and 

integrity of the Truth and of the Body.  

There were problems in apostolic times. Problems are an essential 

part of our schooling in righteousness. Paul speaks of some, in a very 

young and inexperienced ecclesia, who came to the conclusion there is 

“no resurrection of the dead”—1 Cor. 15:12. Later on he speaks of 

some who were “false apostles and deceitful workers”—2 Cor. 11: 13, 

and he tells us that one of his great afflictions came upon him when he 

was “in perils among false brethren”—2 Cor. 11: 26. The outlook was 

so serious that when he had called the elders of the Ephesian ecclesia 

together, he said to them —  

 “After my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, 

not sparing the flock” (Acts 20:29).  

If such conditions existed in the days when the ecclesias were under 

the guidance of the apostles, what can we expect today? What was the 

outlook from Paul's viewpoint? Here is how he wrote to Timothy—  
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“In the latter days perilous times shall come. For men shall be 

lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 

disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, 

trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those 

that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasure more 

than lovers of God.”  

Is he speaking just of natural, animal man, who has always been 

generally like this, or is he speaking of those professing to follow God? 

It would appear the latter, for he goes on—  

“Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from 

such turn away” (2 Tim. 3:1-5).  

We see these things in full flower in the “Christian” world around 

us: are they creeping in among us? It is generally conceded, and has 

been for a number of years, that we are living in the period styled by 

Paul and others “the latter days,” when these things are to come in 

special intensity. Therefore it is only reasonable to expect to see these 

conditions in varying degrees among those calling themselves 

Christadelphians today. There are some who realize that this is true 

and, being conscious of it, are willing and happy to be associated with a 

remnant who are doing all in their power to maintain and proclaim the 

high standards set before us in the teaching of Jesus.  

Many of us have been deeply saddened when some have wearied of 

the way, and have left us in order to be associated with larger [or 

smaller] groups. What has happened? Do they really love the Truth 

itself, or is it the social side of ecclesial life that the majority hold so 

dear?  

The term “fragmentation'' has been applied disparagingly to those 

who have stood out for the sound foundation of our pioneers: but let us 

not be dismayed, or discouraged. The same has been said of all the 

faithful minorities of the past by those who look down from the vantage 

point of greater numbers. It is far better to be with the few who are 

striving to keep themselves separate from the affairs and ways of the 

world, than to be with the many who seem to be ignoring Paul's appeal 

where he says—  

“Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 

renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what  is that good and 

acceptable and perfect will of God” (Rom. 12:2).  

The road that leads to the Kingdom of God is not paved with the 

pleasures and luxuries and interests of this life: nor is it adorned with 
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lukewarm policies relating to the commandments and teachings of 

Jesus. The Master has warned us that,  

“Narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and few there be that find 

it.” —Matt. 7:14 

This principle has always been characteristic of the Way of 

salvation. When men began to multiply upon the face of the earth, only 

Noah, of all those myriads, found grace in the eyes of the Lord. How 

they must have derided him as an extremist, a fragmenter, a splinter 

group, etc. But he held his ground, and stayed separate from them. And 

he alone, with 7 members of his immediate family, were saved by 

water.  

In the days of the Exodus under Moses, a vast host of 600,000 men 

left Egypt in high hopes: all of them “people of the Lord.” But only 2—

Caleb and Joshua—of that great number who had started out on the 

journey, entered the Promised Land. The rest left their forgotten bones 

in the wilderness. Commenting on this, Paul says—  

“Unto us was the Gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the 

Word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them 

that heard it. So we see they could not enter in because of unbelief” 

(Heb.4:2; 3:19).  

From this we observe that lack of an active, working faith 

constitutes, in God's sight, an unbelief that bars attainment of the 

reward. When we consider the numerical relationship of those who 

entered the Land of Promise to those who perished in the wilderness, 

the thought is staggering. All were baptized into Moses in the cloud and 

in the sea. All drank the Horeb-waters; all ate the heaven-sent manna. 

Do we begin to comprehend the meaning of Jesus' words?— “Many are 

called: but few are chosen” (Matt.22:14).  

If, in our endeavour to be faithful to the Truth, we find ourselves 

few in number, scattered, faint and weary; if the road is rough, and the 

air feels cold, and the long night is dark, and companions few—let us 

not be discouraged, for this is what Jesus has warned us to expect. He 

said that iniquity would abound (and 'iniquity' is anything outside the 

narrow way of holiness), and that because of it there would be strife 

and division; that the trial would be too rigorous for many, and their 

love would grow cold. But, he added—  

“He that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved” (Matt. 

24:13) 

The times in which we live are difficult for those who would walk 

in the paths of holiness. The general tendency in all forms of life is evil, 
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for “The whole world lieth in wickedness”—1 John 5: 19, even as it 

always has—for all its deceptive appearance of surface piety. Among 

those using the name of Christadelphian, our Statement of Faith is 

questioned openly by some, and given but lip-service by others, and if 

we try to be zealous in its proclamation and application, we are looked 

upon as trouble-makers and disturbers of the peace.  

What is our wisdom at this time? Let each one of us be clear 

regarding the foundation of our Faith, and definite in our testimony to 

the Truth. There must be no compromise with those who would weaken 

our established foundation, or attempt to broaden the path that leads to 

the Kingdom of God. Thank God, and take courage!—  

“Be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart, all ye that 

hope in the Lord!” (Psalm 31:24).       —Bro. George A. Gibson, Editor 

 

GATHERINGS & ACTIVITIES 
(To be held Yahweh Willing) 

GOLDTHWAITE FRATERNAL GATHERING..........................Nov 24-26, 2017 

Bro. Len Naglieri, lnaglieri@gmail.com 
AFRICAN YOUTH GATHERING Kitali Kenya........................Dec 13-17, 2017 

Bro. Bob Bent, eyeglassman39@yahoo.com 
DECEMBER YOUTH GATHERING Lampasas........................Dec 29-31, 2017 

Please ask Bro. Nathan or Sis. Joanne Phillips with any questions 
BOSTON STUDY WEEKEND.….….………………………...…Feb 17–18, 2018 

Bro. James Sommerville  508-292-6257 
LAMPASAS FRATERNAL GATHERING.….….……………..June 8–10, 2018 

Information to follow 
HYE FRATERNAL GATHERING…….….…………….….…...July 22-29, 2018 

Bro. Mark Braune, 209 Ranger Dr, Buda TX, 78610 512-577-1119, 
markbraune@gmail.com, Study on 1st and 2nd Peter 
 

Scriptural Fellowship 
There is one point of which we can be sure at the outset—sincerity 

and earnestness alone are not enough. I believe the clearest and most 
striking evidence of this is Paul’s statement about the Jews in Romans 
10:2, 3— 

“I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but NOT 
ACCORDING TO KNOWLEDGE. For they being ignorant of 
God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the 
righteousness of God.”  

Paul himself was a perfect example of this—fanatically earnest and 
sincere, but still terribly astray from the Truth and misguidedly 
destroying God’s people and aiding their enemies.  

http://trk.cp20.com/click/jsr6s-byz4f3-2zrich5/
mailto:eyeglassman39@yahoo.com
tel:512-577-1119
mailto:markbraune@gmail.com
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Many in the world today, though far from the Truth, are 
agonizingly sincere and earnest. Jesus said— 

“The time cometh that whosoever killeth you will think that he 
doeth God service” (John 16:2).  

There are many things besides earnestness and sincerity that are 
necessary to make a man acceptable and useful to God.  

*     *     * 

You ask: “What is our true relation to those who use the name 
Christadelphian and believe its general principles but do not recognize 
the need for standing aside from certain errors?”  

I believe there is only one place that we can draw the line of 
distinction, and that is the point of fellowship. There is no other logical 
stopping point or dividing line. We are either in holy communion and 
fellowship with another, or we are not. All distinctions outside that are 
secondary.  

If the difference between us is such that fellowship is not possible, 
then the difference between us is VERY IMPORTANT, for fellowship 
is the most important thing in life.  

We must each decide where the commands of God lead us to draw 
the line of fellowship. Having prayerfully and to the best of our ability 
determined that point, then all mankind fall into two classes and only 
two—those with whom we fellowship on the one hand, and all the rest 
of the world on the other.  

This is not, of course, to say there are no distinctions in all the rest 
of the world, for there are secondary distinctions, but they in no way 
compare with this primary dividing line.  

*      *      * 

Of that large general class in the world with whom we do not 
fellowship, there is one particular section that has a bearing on this 
question. In 2 Thess. 3:14-15, Paul says— 

“If any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, 
and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed. Yet count 
him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.”  

Part of the “word by this epistle” was to “withdraw from those who 
did not walk according to the tradition” (teaching) of Paul—see v. 6 of 
same chapter. If any refuse to withdraw when they should withdraw, 
they are “not obeying our word in this epistle.”  

In these vs. 14-15 Paul introduces a class with whom we are to 
have no company, yet we are not to count them as enemies but to 
admonish them as (erring) brethren. This is not out of harmony with 
Jesus’ command (Matt. 18:17)— 
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“If he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as a heathen 
man and a publican.”  

To be “as a heathen or a publican” is the same as to have no 
company. (We are not to treat heathens and publicans as enemies—
Jesus does not contradict Paul here—I believe he uses the terms 
heathen and publican to emphasize the separation, the keeping 
company.)  

It seems to me that these words of Jesus and Paul define our 
relationship to those groups that go under the general classification of 
Christadelphians, just about as well as possible. (I do not like to use the 
term “other fellowships,” because it is a self-contradiction—there can 
truly be only ONE Fellowship).  

*     *     * 

As to the question of supporting them by attendance at their 
lectures and other activities, this is unwise, and is contrary to sound 
scriptural principles of a clear separation. Let us pause, and think it 
through, and judge it by its fruits. Where does such a course lead? 
Where has it led in the past? Its only effects can be—  

1. An encouraging of them in the course they are mistakenly 
following, instead of faithfully warning them; 

2. Weakening the unity and distinctness of our own fellowship, and 
misleading the weaker ones among us, perhaps to their own 
destruction, instead of strengthening them, and  

3. Blurring the clear edges of the scriptural precepts of Truth and 
sound fellowship, instead of shining with a sharp, distinct light and 
sounding with a clear, unambiguous trumpet.  

Its final result can only be a disintegration of what we are striving 
to build up and hold together, and an eventual drift with all the rest into 
a shapeless, powerless, lifeless, “Reunion” after the tragic pattern 
repeated over and over since the days of Noah.  

Let us rather DRAW MORE CLOSELY TOGETHER AMONG 
OURSELVES in love and unity and fellowship. There is always much 
to be done that is constructive.  

Those of us who have attended lectures and activities of other 
groups—let us be very honest and frank with ourselves (for these are 
issues of life and death), and ask ourselves—  

Do we wholeheartedly, and actively, and faithfully, attend and 
support and encourage and participate in all the activities of our own 
ecclesia and fellowship?  

Let us each examine his own heart, in the searching light of the 
Word of Him to Whom everything is naked and open. We should be 
trying to teach our young, by precept and consistent example, the deep 
value and meaning and beauty of true scriptural fellowship.  
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We find this viewpoint, no matter how gently it is presented, causes 
intense bitterness and intolerance on the part of those whose outlook is 
broader (though they speak so much of “love” and “mercy”), but 
bitterness on the part of the great majority has always been the 
reception the Truth of God has received. It is far too narrow and holy 
and exacting and humiliating to the mind of the flesh. We should do 
everything we can (faithfully) to avoid causing bitterness, but it should 
never influence us from the path of right.  

True indeed, the more mercy that God in righteousness is able to 
show in the end, the happier every loving child of God will be, but it is 
not for us at present to confuse the issue and corrupt the Truth by 
justifying unfaithfulness in fellowship on the plea of “mercy.” It is not 
true mercy to encourage what is wrong.  

These other groups are “separated brethren”—brethren to be kept 
separate from and admonished, but not to be regarded with enmity or 
bitterness. Our only PRACTICAL problem is how to act in relation to 
them. Paul settles this clearly, as seen above.  

*     *     * 

As to how we are to abstractly consider them, or try to determine 
their position before God (present or ultimate), I do not regard this as a 
profitable consideration.  

The “Body of Christ” is, in the ultimate sense, the approved—the 
redeemed—the glorified. Who will ultimately constitute this Body 
obviously we cannot say. That is the great purpose of the judgment-seat 
of Christ. “Judge nothing before the time.”  

As to the present application of this expression (Body of Christ), 
that at best can be but a tentative consideration. Paul says (Heb. 
3:6,14)— 

“Whose House (Body) are we IF we hold fast . . . we are made 
partakers of Christ (his Body) IF we hold steadfast.”  

At any particular time, therefore, the present constitution of the 
Body is but tentative and potential. So we cannot apply the term to any 
at present in an absolute sense. I certainly believe it would be unwise 
and questionable to apply this term “Body of Christ” to any with whom 
we cannot in faithfulness break bread, for the Scriptures obviously 
restrict the term in its true sense to the faithful, and if we consider a 
man to be faithful in the scriptural sense, we have no right to stand 
aside from him in fellowship.  

Jesus said, “Judge not, that ye be not judged” (Matt.7:1). He also 
said, “Judge righteous judgment” (John 7:24). The mind of the flesh 
will play those two statements against each other—the mind of the 
Spirit will perceive their harmony.  
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We have judged to the extent of standing aside from those who do 
not fully accept and apply what we believe to be the first principles of 
fellowship. To this extent we have judged and must judge. We believe 
these “brethren” are in error in the position of fellowship they take, and 
we believe faithfulness calls for a standing aside and a testifying 
against their error (admonition), and an endeavor to persuade them to 
forsake the error. James said— 

“Brethren, if any of you do err from the Truth, and one convert 
him, let him know that he which converteth a sinner from the error 
of his ways shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude 
of sins” (James 5:19-20).  

Beyond this, I would rather hope, and not judge. Jesus said— 

“Unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much 
required” (Luke 12:48).  

From this it would appear that responsibility varies according to 
capability and opportunity and circumstance. Paul says—  

“What have I to do to judge those that are without? Those that 
are without, GOD judgeth” (1 Cor. 5:12-13).  

Once we have faithfully testified by separating in fellowship, I 
believe we should leave all further judging to God (though not 
neglecting to try to persuade them, and warn others, of the unsoundness 
of their position).  

But our main concern and duty is with the “things that remain.” 
These we are exhorted to build up and “strengthen,” and to carry the 
good news of the Kingdom to the world.  

*      *     * 

On the matter of fellowship—the greatest single problem and 
hazard in the Truth—we must simply find out what the Scriptures say, 
and OBEY THEM. As soon as we begin to philosophize away the clear 
instruction of Scripture, we can end up making black white, and 
making shipwreck of the Faith. Such is the mind of the flesh.  

“Come out from among them and BE SEPARATE” is a very deep, 
and wise, and sound, and clear, and simple principle. The more fully 
we comprehend its implications, the safer the Truth is in our hands, and 
the better chance it has to stay alive in the earth.  

                                                                          —Bro. G.V.Growcott 

 

The Lamb’s Bride 

What an incredible masterpiece Yahweh has left us to study, and 
what an amazing opportunity we’ve been presented with. To the 
skeptics the Scriptures appear as simply a collection of fables, but to us 
with ears to hear, it’s a marvelous work of art, with layer upon layer of 
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wisdom just waiting for us to unravel. As one peels back the depths of 
layers, it should move us closer to the core, and teach us the deeper 
spiritual lessons that Yahweh has challenged us to learn. One of these 
deeper things is the symbol of marriage. 

Interestingly, the Bible both begins and ends with a marriage. The 
first wedding involved earthy participants, and taught us the divine 
principles of marriage, uniting two into one. Adam’s wedding with Eve 
was more than just a union of two for the purpose of populating the 
earth. It was an act that symbolized a much more important union, one 
that was planned from the start, and one that true saints have prepared 
for and dreamed of.   

This wedding, referred to in Revelations, will be with spiritual 
participants, and is described as the Marriage of the Lamb and his 
Bride. It will be the consummation of many of the symbols we see 
scattered throughout the Scriptures.      

This last wedding will soon be realized on the earth, and will 
witness the uniting of Christ the groom, and his bride, the ecclesia. Yet 
how many today have a clue as to the symbol it teaches? Many of these 
will not get called to the occasion.    And then there are many who have 
been called to participate, but will find that they will be summarily 
dismissed upon their arrival to his presence. Our goal, our focus, our 
dreams, our desires, should be that we are welcomed by Christ upon his 
return, and accepted into this marriage. 

For a marriage to be perfect, there has to be mutual love and 
oneness in mind. We know how much love Christ had for us, “Greater 
love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends.” He manifested his love for us by pouring out his life unto 
death on the cross. Realizing the overwhelming love he has exhibited to 
us, in what way can we show our love for him? “If ye love me, keep my 
commandments.” If ye love me, keep my commandments.      

******** 

After God created Adam, we read that “the Lord God said, “It is 
not good that the man should be alone: I will make him a helper fit for 
him.” ESV.  

Eve was different than all the other females made during the 
creation. Instead of being formed out of the dust of the earth like all the 
female animals, she was formed out of Adam. Her creation, her 
formation, came from Adam. Why is this important?  She wasn’t just to 
be the mother of all, but she was also to be a reflection of the man, who 
was in turn to be a reflection of the “image and glory of God.” She was 
to be more than just a helper (or help meet), but one that could share in 
worshipping the creator that gave them life.  In the same way, the 
Ecclesia is to come out of Christ and his work, and to try our best to 
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mirror his character. Adam, in a figure of death, entered a deep sleep 
and his side was pierced to take a rib, which enabled the formation of 
Eve. Christ, when he hung on the cross, succumbed to death and his 
side was pierced. In the death of Christ, came the formation of the one 
ecclesia. Both occasions were needed to develop a suitable bride. 

Christ is described as the last Adam in 1 Cor., and the Ecclesia is 
compared to Eve in 2 Cor. 11:3.  In the verse just prior to this, he says, 

2 Cor. 11:2  “For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I 
have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste 
virgin to Christ.” 

We are to focus our mind and thoughts as much as we possibly can 
on Christ and on spiritual things. If we lose our focus and start flirting 
with other goals and start entertaining other desires, then we will evoke 
a jealousy that will not end in any good for us.      

But there is another important principle that Paul reminds us of, and 
that is the necessity to maintain the truth in its purity.    

2 Cor. 11:3 “But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled 
Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the 
simplicity that is in Christ.”  

The ESV says “I’m afraid that your thoughts will be led astray from 
a sincere and pure devotion to Christ.” Paul then warns them that if 
any preach another Jesus, or another spirit, or another gospel to beware 
of them, to be on guard for them.   

There can be no harmony if the Truth isn’t the basis of the 
relationship. The unity of two in marriage is designed to illustrate a 
completely harmonious relationship in Truth and in Love, which is 
epitomized in the relationship between Christ and his bride.    

********* 

Between this first and last marriage, God’s Word has given us many 
examples for us to ruminate on. As we think about some of the more 
memorable marriages in Scripture, we begin to realize that in each, God 
is teaching us lessons for us to emulate. 

After Adam, we quickly come to Abraham and Sarah. Both left their 
native land with faith in God’s plan, crossing over the Euphrates, 
leaving all they knew behind. We, like Sarah, are to follow our Lord 
out of the land of Babylon, out of the world full of sin, crossing through 
the waters of baptism, and become adopted Jews.    

Once in the land of Canaan, they found themselves surrounded by 
foreigners and idol worshiping people. When Isaac was of age, 
Abraham said, “Thou shalt not take a wife unto my son of the 
daughters of the Cannanites, among whom I dwell.” Instead he sent his 
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elder servant (probably Eliezer of Damascus) to his “kindred” to find a 
wife.       

Gen. 24:5 “And the servant said unto him, Peradventure the woman 
will not be willing to follow me unto this land: must I needs bring thy 
son again unto the land from whence thou camest?”  

Gen. 24:6 “And Abraham said unto him, Beware thou that thou 
bring not my son thither again”  

As we ruminate on this story, beautiful as it is, it becomes apparent 
that each figure can be a type of something greater. Isaac, the promised 
son, is of course a type of Christ. Eliezer, a servant sent to find a 
worthy bride, can be a type of the apostles, sent into the world to 
preach the gospel in order to develop and bring out a  worthy people 
who are to leave their old world behind to serve a new master. And 
Rebekah, a type of the future bride, espoused to her husband. 

Eliezer prayed that he would be guided and return successful, and 
by providence, found Rebekah by the well. She was to freely “come 
out” of Babylon. She had a choice of whether to stay with her people 
and their beliefs, or leave and have new affections and new desires.  In 
a similar way we are to choose, hopefully choosing the path to “come 
out from among them and be ye separate…and I will receive you” (2 
Cor. 6:17). Rebekah left her people, being led with faith, and was 
brought to meet her bridegroom. “Behold the bridegroom cometh; go 
ye out to meet him” (Matt. 25:6). When each of us are called, we also 
have an option. Do we freely come out, full of faith, leaving our past 
desires behind, shutting the door on our old life behind us. Or do 
attempt to keep the door cracked, by keeping one foot in the world and 
the other in the hope of our calling? We have to leave our previous life 
without intention of returning, like Rebekah, knowing that so much 
better things are ahead of us. 

Rebekah’s name has been suggested to mean by some 
commentators as “captivating” or “choice.” The bride should show 
characteristics that cause the groom’s eye to be drawn to it. Christ must 
see us, and be delighted in our appearance, our internal beauty, our 
character. Are we catching his eye? Are we captivating? Are we 
showing characteristics that the Son of God would want us to become 
one with him?       

Do we dare think that Christ is looking for a part time bride, or 
someone who is interested some of the time? For those of us that are 
married, think back to the time when you became engaged. What if 
when we had proposed to our spouse, he or she was still dating 
someone else? Still playing the field? Would we have proposed if we 
didn’t think that they were truly committed wholeheartedly to us?  And 
more importantly, would we marry that person if they still had their eye 
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on someone else? How much more do you think Christ will only want 
to unite with those who are wholly committed to him? 

We read in Gen. 24 the first encounter that Isaac had with Rebekah.    

Gen. 24:64 “And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw 
Isaac, she lighted off the camel…(and) she took a vail, and covered 
herself.” 

The modern vail is used prior to marriage, separating the groom 
from the bride.  Sin in the flesh now separates us from God, but once 
we become united with Christ, our vail, that separation will be lifted, 
our sinful flesh will be removed, and we can then be in the presence of 
God. We then will not have an obstruction before our eyes, but will see 
more clearly the wonders and beauty of our Master.     

1 John 3:2 “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not 
yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, 
we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.”  

Isaac’s son, Jacob, also had an interesting marriage. After leaving 
the family because of Esau, Jacob moved to his uncle Laban. Similarly 
Christ, although having received promises from his Father of great 
blessings, had to leave for a time.  Jacob, in order to obtain his brides, 
had to work for two separate 7-year periods. Christ will wait for two 
1000-year periods before returning and uniting with his.   

One of the beautiful aspects of the Scriptures is how simple stories 
can have deep and rich meanings that might not be noticed at first 
glance. This can be particularly applicable to types in the Scriptures, 
which can sometimes have more than one application.    

I would like to suggest that Rachel represents natural Israel, while 
Leah represents Spiritual Israel. Rachel’s name has been used to 
represent natural Israel in Jeremiah, where he says “Rachel weeping for 
her children,” referring to the Jews being overtaken and removed to 
foreign countries. She was Jacob’s first love, because of her outward 
beauty. Jacob intended to marry her first. She was espoused first, but 
ended up marrying Jacob last. Rachel left the land of her father, but 
carried her father’s idols with her, just as natural Israel continued to 
cling to idols throughout their history.    

Leah on the other hand, could represent Spiritual Israel. She married 
Jacob first, similarly, the saints will be united first with Christ in Sinai 
prior to their move to rescue natural Israel in the land. From Leah came 
Judah, from whom of course came Christ.    

Bro. Growcott wrote:  “Rachel the old Mosaic economy—Leah the 
new; Rachel the flesh—Leah the spirit. By the decision of her father, 
Leah was the first and the true wife. Paul carefully points out how the 
Law of Moses (Rachel), to which the natural Jew leaned with such 
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affection, was secondary to, and later than, the original Abrahamic 
covenant of the Christ-seed.” 

After Jacob completed his work with Laban, they returned to the 
Promised Land, where he was met with his brother, who then accepted 
him and welcomed him back. Christ and the Saints, once they are 
joined, will also return to the land, and the remnants of Jews that 
haven’t been destroyed by the Russian invaders will welcome their 
savior with open arms.     

So we see, the wives of each of the patriarchs teach us distinct 
lessons of leaving the world behind and joining with their spouses in a 
journey dedicated to God. They were each patterns for a much greater 
marriage.   

******** 

When it comes to wives, Solomon was perhaps one of the most 
experienced.  And from his life we can see both the beauty and the risk 
of marriage. God inspired him to write the Song of Songs which 
beautifully portrays two persons in love.  There is Shelomo (which is 
Solomon), whose name means peace. And there is Shulamite, or 
Shelomith, which is a feminine name of Solomon and also means 
peace. The Shulamite is a type of Christ’s bride, and the story, an 
allegory of the love of Christ toward the Bride, as well as the Bride for 
him. She is drawn to the spiritual characteristics of her spouse, and 
longs for true peace. The songs are full of the love and admiration that 
the true bride has for the groom. With this total dedication, there is no 
room for another. Paul wrote, “I have espoused you to one husband, 
that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ” (2 Cor. 11:2).     

The song is to help develop within us a loving character, with 
gentleness and care, and affection. It is to help intensify our affection 
for our Groom, and by doing so, it helps us push away the impulses that 
try to pull us away from him. As our frame of mind changes under the 
influence of the Spirit Word, hopefully we will develop the 
characteristics that will allow Christ to be drawn to us, and then 
hopefully we will all hear him call out to us with the endearing term 
“Beloved.”    

We shouldn’t leave the Old Testament examples without 
mentioning the lovely story of Ruth. Brought back with Naomi to the 
Land of Israel, she finds herself in Bethlehem at the time of barley 
harvest, which is also the time of Passover and Feast of Firstfruits, and 
then labors all the way through the wheat harvest. This is a time 
symbolic of the work required by those in the Lord’s fields, working 
faithfully.  What advice did Naomi give Ruth?    

Ruth 3:3 “Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thee, and put thy 
raiment upon thee, and get thee down to the floor:” 
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After becoming acquainted to Boaz, she then washed herself, and 
put on a wedding garment in preparation for uniting with Boaz. It’s not 
hard to see the analogy is it. She went in unto him just before midnight. 
In a similar way, Christ’s bride finds herself in a world of darkness, 
awaiting for the groom to come to truly light the world.    

Boaz asks her, “Who art thou?” and she responds, “I am Ruth, 
thine handmaid; spread therefore thy skirt (which is the word kanaph 
meaning “thy wings”) over thine handmaid; for thou art a near 
kinsman,” or as the middle margin and ESV has “for thou art a 
redeemer.” 

“Spread your wings over your servant, for you are my redeemer.” 
ESV 

Are we faithfully working our Lord’s fields? Are we leaving our 
past behind and dedicating our lives to our Master? Are we truly 
longing for our Master to spread his wings over us, and redeem us? 

********* 

The New Testament provides further analogies, such as Ephesians 5 
where it clearly shows us the parallel between marriage and the uniting 
of Christ and the Ecclesia, as well as the love each should have for the 
other.      

Eph. 5:23 “For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is 
the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.”  

Eph. 5:30 “For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his 
bones.” 

Eph. 5:31 “For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, 
and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.”  

Eph. 5:32 “This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ 
and the church.”  

Eph. 5:33  “Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love 
his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her 
husband.” 

The word reverence here, is the Greek word “phobeo” and is where 
we get the word “phobia,” meaning fear.   

It’s a different word from that used in Mar. 4:40 “And he said unto 
them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?” where the 
word here for fear is “deilos.” 

Deilos is a faithless fear, a terror. That is quite different than the 

wholesome, reverential fear that we are to have. If we truly revere God, 

then we should be drawn to and respect what he has written.  

 Pro. 1:7 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge:”  
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It’s so easy for our brains to get used to the day to day activities that 

we can forget our position in this universe. We are nothing; God is 

everything. Being united with his Son should be our highest desire, but 

we have to realize what a grand thing that really is, and have reverence 

for our Lord and for our God. 

On the other hand, we can’t let fear freeze us or terrify us into 

inactivity and limit our love and desire to be with him. Recall the man 

with the single talent who feared his master and buried his talent.    

Mat. 25:25 “And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the 

earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine.”  

Mat. 25:26 “His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and 

slothful servant…” 

The unprofitable servant knew who his Lord was and believed in 

him, and even knew that he would return to take an account of his 

actions....but he didn't push himself. He didn't grow. Baptism isn't 

enough. That gets us into the arena, so to speak. Then the race begins. 

Let us not be stuck on the starting line with fear and no energy to move. 

Let us also not be caught staring into the grandstands thinking how 

“good” we are to be invited to the race. But instead, let us be among 

those who run hard, filled with the Spirit Word, not distracted by the 

outside influences, but focused on pleasing our Lord and trying to reach 

the finish line where our groom awaits us. 

When one becomes acquainted with the Gospel message from the 

Word, it should kindle a fire within us and a passion and eventually a 

love for Christ and for Spiritual things. This love should drive us to 

make a commitment to God. Just as in natural ways, when we fall in 

love with someone, our desire is to unite and to be one, and that is the 

point when one proposes and becomes engaged. It is a period of 

continued learning and growth. When we become baptized we are 

making a commitment to Christ, becoming the Bride-Elect. However 

there is a time period before the wedding and consummation. It’s a 

period when the bride must ready herself. A time when she must keep 

herself clean and ready for the wedding. As the parable of the ten 

virgins reminds us, there is much work to be done and constant 

readiness must be the norm.       

Why were the five virgins not ready? It wasn’t that they didn’t want 

to be married to the bridegroom, they did.  There are many that want 

that honor. Yet so many things can distract our attention. Have any of 

us become distracted by either the daily activities of life or maybe our 

many toys that captivate our thoughts.     

******* 
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It’s one thing to look at these examples of marriage and focus on 

each of our individual efforts and transformation, but we have another 

larger responsibility as well in regards to our ecclesia.    

Eph. 5:27  “That he might present it to himself a glorious church, 

not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be 

holy and without blemish.”  

We have a duty to keep the Truth intact, whole—the same Truth, the 

same Gospel that was preached from the beginning. We also have a 

responsibility to help and support all our members that need us and 

might be drifting off the path.    

Gal. 5:13 “… by love serve one another.”  

Our love for one another, has to be an intensely deep love. One that 

is forgiving, and supportive. Not a superficial love that only comes out 

if it’s not interfering with our own desires.   

Gal. 5:14 “Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.”  

We all naturally love ourselves, but it doesn’t always come so 

naturally to love others does it? We must keep everything in 

perspective, with God in the forefront, which is the first step in limiting 

the impulses of our own self-importance. When we keep this in 

perspective, we realize how weak we all are and how we all need help 

and support and love.   

“Ye are all one in Christ.” 

Bro, Growcott said, “We do not, and cannot, stand alone. We are 

each but a small part of a great and glorious whole, and only as such 

can we lay hold on the love of God and the joy of the Spirit.” 

With the recent controversy and division, we were all tested. It was 

emotionally painful to see part of our body torn away. How did we 

respond? Of course each of us has to stand up for the truth, but did we 

always do it with sincerity and love, while always asking our Father for 

guidance?    

Gal. 5:15 “But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye 

be not consumed one of another.”  

Bro. Growcott again said regarding this verse that having “this in 

the Truth should be absolutely unthinkable. IS IT? We may be a long 

way from reaching the pinnacle of the ideal, but if we haven’t gotten 

far beyond this, we haven’t even begun.” 

1 Cor. 12:25 “There should be no schism in the body; but the 

members should have the same care one for another.”  

We have a responsibility to both help our brethren, but also 

maintain our ecclesia in the Truth, in the One Gospel. There is so much 
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work to be done, isn’t there? There is no time for us to become lazy or 

distracted. We have to be laboring in our master’s field, supporting our 

fellow laborers when they stumble or get distracted or get off the 

beaten path. But we have to do it in such a way that encourages them to 

get back into the field, not with ridicule or sarcasm or belittlement that 

might push them further away, but with love.         

******** 

Lastly we come to the marriage mentioned in Revelations—The 

Grand Finale.   Revelations 19:7 says… 

Rev. 19:7 “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for 

the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself 

ready.” 

As all the previous examples have shown us, the bride has to 

prepare herself prior to the wedding. When Christ appears, it will be 

too late. The saints have been described by Peter as “lively stones.” As 

bro Ben Darter pointed out earlier in the week, we have to be knocking 

off our rough edges now. We have to be constantly smoothing and 

polishing our character. Just as in building Solomon’s Temple, the time 

of shaping is now, so that when we are called to be placed on top of the 

cornerstone, we will be found acceptable, one that can adequately be fit 

into an appropriate place. If we haven’t been shaped as God requires, 

we will be thrown out as rubble.      

In nature, the constant running water in rivers acts to soften the 

rough edges of rocks. In the same way, we have to allow the water of 

the Word to flow over us on a daily basis, slowly, steadily rounding our 

edges.  That’s the only way we can be shaped in the way that God 

wants us to be.     

Eph. 5:26 “That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of 

water by the word,”  

Eph. 5:27 “That he might present it to himself a glorious ecclesia, 

not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be 

holy and without blemish.”  

Continuing in Revelations 19:8— 

Rev. 19:8 “And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in 

fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of 

saints.”  

Note that the wife is clothed with a fine, white linen. What does this 

represent?  One’s initial response might be to say, baptism. Although 

that is the start of what is required, as we’ve mentioned earlier, it’s only 

the first act of many. But the garment that we put on and end up 

wearing for the ceremony is going to make all the difference. This 
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wedding garment is a visual record of the faithfulness of the bride. If 

the fine linen was simply baptism, then all those who were baptized, 

regardless of what they did afterwards, would be included in the 

marriage, and we know that to be error. Instead this fine linen, clean 

and white, is developed over a lifetime of a saint, for “without holiness 

none shall see the Lord.” 

On the other hand, we know that we are utterly dependent on His 

Grace, as we will all come up short compared to our elder brother’s 

example. It will be up to Him as to whether He will remove the defects 

that we are constantly accumulating in our garment. But that doesn’t 

eliminate the need, or cancel out the constant desire, that a true saint 

will have to exhibit righteousness by obeying his commandments.       

The day of inspection is quickly coming. Once that day arrives, the 

door will close and it will be too late for last ditch efforts. Too late for 

those who have settled on a different Gospel. Too late for those who 

got distracted from their preparation. But it will be just in time for those 

who love and obey in Truth.    

The Great Wedding will be a spiritual and literal feast and 

celebration that many throughout all ages have desired to be a part of.    

“Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the 

Lamb” (Rev. 19:9). 

******* 

Returning to the Old Testament, recall Joshua and Caleb—a Jew 

and an adopted Jew. They were the only two of many to be allowed to 

enter the Promise Land. Caleb (whose name means dog) was given the 

city of Hebron, whose name prior to the conquest was Krijath-Arba. 

The name “Kirjath” meant “city” and the name “Arba” meant “four.” 

This could make us think of the four world empires of Daniel’s image, 

representing the Kingdoms of Men. Kirjath-Arba has its name changed 

to Hebron, which means “unity” or “oneness.” It represents one 

kingdom replacing the Kingdom of Men, with a united people under 

one King and one God.      

Alternatively, the number four can also represent the multitudinous 

Christ. So the city’s name being changed to Hebron, could be 

representing the Saints throughout all the ages, coming together and 

uniting under One King.  

When David became King, he reigned initially at Hebron for 7.5 

years before he moved to Jerusalem. When Christ returns, and claims 

his Kingdom, he (like David) won’t immediately reign from Jerusalem, 

but possibly for 7-10 years will be busy in Sinai with judgment and the 

final preparations of his bride.   
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Under the law, the newly married groom, was given a year of 

exemption from military service to be able to devote time with his new 

bride (Deut. 24:5). Based on this pattern it is suspected that after 

judgement, a similar period will be devoted to the new union prior to 

war with the Gogian host. Jesus and his bride will enjoy a sweet 

communion and fellowship, in a beautiful climax of a long awaited 

marriage.    

Once the judgment and Marriage of the Lamb is complete, Christ 

and his bride will start their journey toward the Promised Land. They 

will cross through the door of hope and just as David, will then 

establish Jerusalem as the Capital. 

******** 

Brothers and Sisters, Let us with sober hearts consider the gravity of 

the proposition that we have been offered. We are being asked to ready 

ourselves to become part of the bride to the SON OF GOD. None of us 

can really fathom this totally, but we have to try, and have to be filled 

with the urgency and gravity of the situation. When the knock comes 

on the door, how many of us will be scrambling to look for oil? How 

much of our life will we look back on and say, “What were we 

thinking?” Are we spiritually dressed for the occasion? Are we working 

in our master’s field? Are we upholding the Truth? Are we loving each 

other? 

“Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to Him; for the 

marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.”  

“. . . Blessed are they which are called to the marriage-supper of 

the Lamb” (Rev. 19: 7, 9).            —Bro. Lee Smith 

 

Signs Snippets 
Perhaps most interesting to us today, from Hitler’s era, is the rise of 

National Socialism in Europe, and what it means to Israel, and the time 
of the end. In September 2017, Germany held elections and what the 
press calls “a far right party” which is really a center left party, won 
seats in the German parliament. This “far right party” the press talks 
about is a fascist party. 

In the political spectrum far left would be communism, or all power 
divested to the state. A far right party would be anarchy, or no power 
divested to the state. When we look at the ideology called fascism or 
National Socialism, we see that the means of production remains in the 
hand of private citizens, (like Capitalism, a true rightest ideology) but 
unlike true capitalism, the state decides which private citizens control 
the means of production. This makes fascism a statist system, which is 
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what makes fascism a socialist ideology. So fascism is a leftist 
ideology, far to the left of Capitalism, but it is to the right of true 
socialism, whereby the state seeks to control the means of production. 
(In the US, we sometimes hear the term “Crony Capitalism.” Crony 
Capitalism is a form of fascism. It is where state sponsored “cronies” 
are given advantages from the state, that allows them to out compete 
their rivals.) 

The great fascist movement in Europe over the last ten years, has 
been led entirely by Russia. Modern Russia is a true fascist system, 
with an enslaved population controlled ruthlessly by a system of 
Oligarchs. Russian influence and money has given rise to the 
nationalist feelings that just yesterday, we saw block Angela Merkel’s 
attempt to form a new government in Germany. Anti-immigration, 
particularly Arab immigration, is a large part of the Russian sponsored 
nationalist motivation, and we earlier this year saw the same force in 
France, where Marine Le Pen and the National Front finished second to 
a European Socialist.  

This is the going forth of the three unclean spirits like frogs. It has 
been going forth as the second event of the sixth vial for awhile, now. 
The Euphrates began to dry up (first event of the sixth vial) in 1821, 
with the Sultan becoming a sick man. This ended in 1919 with the 
destruction of the Turkish Empire in World War I. The three frog 
spirits then, had to go forth after 1821, or in the 1830-1840s in the 
writings of Karl Marx. The three frog spirits were liberty, fraternity, 
and equality, and these were brought to life in the French Revolution of 
1789. But these spirits are all divine spirits. Liberty, Fraternity, and 
equality are all divine spirits. These spirits brought from the dead, the 
witness, who had laid dead in the streets for three and a half years (Rev. 
11:9-11.)  

Something had to happen to these spirits to make them unclean, and 
that which made them unclean was the usurping of these principles into 
Marxism, and its cousin Socialism. Under Socialism, the Elitists 
(Marx’s Bourgeois) uses promises of liberty, equality, and fraternity as 
a guise to enslave the common man, (Marx’s proletariat.)  

But socialism is so much more than an economic system. It is a 
religion. It is the religion that man can rule himself, and there is no 
God. And standing in direct defiance to this socialist concept of self 
rule, is the existence of the Jews, who are a testimony that God rules. 
(Ye are my witnesses, that I am God.) This is why socialism and anti-
Semitism go hand in hand. As long as Jews exist, socialists can never 
establish their religion. Perhaps we saw this most vividly at the end of 
World War II, when Germany was being crushed in Russia, and 
German generals were begging for trains to resupply their troops, Hitler 
told them that the trains were needed for the continued execution of the 
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Jews, which was the real purpose of the war. Socialists never forget 
their religion. 

Now, the purposes of the three unclean spirits is to drag the world to 
the battle called Armageddon, which we know to be the battle for 
Jerusalem. Magog, or Germany is the first of the nations said to be 
aligned with Russia, in Ezekiel 38 (though I think it unlikely that 
Germany will the first nation to come under Russian control.) But it 
will be the most prominent, and the most supportive of Russia, when 
Russia descends upon Israel.  

Now whether or not the fascists, or Europe’s “far right parties” ever 

come to power is not important. All the great conquerors of Europe 

have been successful due to what history calls “the fifth column” or 

sentiments within the conquered country which made them prefer the 

conquering government to their own, and lower national resistance. 

This is precisely what we see happening in Europe today. We see the 

Russian born nationalist sentiment rising in preference to the home 

grown leadership of European born socialism, perhaps most notably 

exhibited in the European Union, from which there is a great revolt 

taking place in Europe today (notably Britain and Spain.) This is 

continued fall out from Hitler’s National Socialists.   

                                                                           —Bro. Jim Phillips 

Children of the Faithful 

Two lectures were delivered here, one on “The Sign of the Coming 
of the Son of Man in Heaven,” and the other on “The Temple of 
Ezekiel’s Prophecy.” The audiences at Creal Springs, though large, 
were not so attentive as at other places. Being a comparatively small 
place, curiosity was excited, such as would arise, whatever the subject. 
A number of young persons “looked in,” merely out of curiosity, which 
was soon satisfied, after which they left the room with a clatter. The 
“babies” also were at first a nuisance. Oh! little ones, I feel sorry to use 
such a strong term, you are lovely and beautiful in your proper place, 
when you prattle upon the knee, or play about the hearth; but are not 
required in these assemblies. I understand that in some so-called 
“places of worship,” the little ones run about the passage ways while 
the “service” is proceeding. That kind of thing may do for the daughters 
of the apostacy, but never in the assembly of the saints. There all things 
should be done “decently and in order” (1 Cor. 14:40). It is neither 
decent or orderly for children to interrupt the supplications of the 
saints. How is it possible to bend your soul in prayer to the Father in 
the midst of unseemly noise? And how is it possible to hear the voice 
of God as expressed in the reading of the Word, if the attention is 
distracted by discordant sounds? I am astonished at the supineness of 
some brethren and sisters in the matter. When you consider the 
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regulations of good society, even, we are put to shame. It is considered 
rude to interrupt two when engaged in conversation, how much more so 
when the two in communion are the Deity and His children. 

Interruption is equally out of place whether in reading or in prayers. 
Again, in the world, it is considered improper in the highest degree to 
spoil the effect of a song by the slightest sound; how much more out of 
place is it to mar the impression created by an exposition of the word of 
God. The fact that self-sacrifice and inconvenience is called for upon 
the part of the parents should not be allowed to stand in the way of the 
public good. Nehemiah defines the constitution of the assemblies of the 
saints exactly when he tells us of those who came together to hear the 
Word, which was read “before the congregation, both men and women, 
and all that could hear with understanding” (Nehemiah 8:2–3). 

The people at Creal Springs, as a brother explained, were not 
educated up to the standard of an English audience, but I did not intend 
to hold forth the word of life in competition with Hodge, youthful 
ignorance, and babydom. By an easy process, little by little, the 
audience began to understand, and gradually grew more considerate. 
On the second evening much of the thoughtless interruption was absent. 
But there was no adverse demonstration, so far as I could see. The 
addresses were well received. I thought the subject was a little too far 
advanced for so small a place, and where the ground was new and 
unbroken. Where there is a large, zealous, religious community, 
intelligently interested in Bible subjects, as at Philadelphia, the subject 
of the Temple of Ezekiel’s prophecy is generally received with 
appreciation and attention.                                          —Bro. G.V. Sulley                           

 

Meditations— Deity’s Ways No. 100 

IT is quite easy for us to build houses of sand and expect God to 
work miracles to save them from destruction. Let us not commit this 
great folly. Let us not, for instance, neglect our Bible readings and the 
meetings whilst asking God to keep us sound and robust in the faith. 
Let us not use our spare time in novel reading, and other faith - 
destroying pleasure and pursuits, whilst we supplicate God, night and 
morning, to make us strong and useful in the service of the truth. Let us 
not enter upon marriage with the alien, and other unscriptural 
friendships, and, with the same unfaithful mind, expect that God will 
bestow upon us the blessings that He has promised when alliances are 
arranged with Him in mind. Let us not send our children to orthodox 
Sunday Schools and be confident of the same favour as will be shown 
to parents who are rearing their children in accord with His wishes and 
instructions. Let us not appoint novices, scripturally untaught or 
unexemplary brethren, to positions of responsibility and leadership, and 
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expect our ecclesias to keep in the unity of the Spirit and the bonds of 
peace. God has not promised to deliver us from the consequences of 
wilful stupidity, or a wanton disregard of plainly revealed instructions. 
His succour may only be looked for when we work on the lines which 
He has laid down. To depart from this is perilous. “Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God;” “Can a man take fire in his bosom and his 
clothes not be burned?” 

King Asa, at the beginning of his reign, was a sensible man. He 
looked ahead. He availed himself of God-given quiet to fortify and 
strengthen his position (2 Chron. 14:6, 7). Let us exhibit the same care 
and forethought in our little spheres. Truly, we have no kingdoms to 
govern. We have, however, the welfare of our ecclesias to minister to. 
Let us do our best to provide for their present and future security. We 
may have peace to-day, but war may be our lot to-morrow. Who can 
tell? Capable brethren may now be upon the scene to direct and lead, 
but these may be lying helpless in the dust before the year is out. Let us 
then be Asa-like. Let us open our eyes to our dangers and liabilities, 
and prepare for contingencies. We are not without enemies—they 
swarm upon our frontiers. Our wisdom then is to employ our times of 
tranquility and opportunity to make our ecclesia strong. Old and young 
can join hands in the work. Let us remember that our safety will lie in 
our faith—in our acquaintance with the strong convictions in the 
doctrines of the Bible. And that this faith will only come by sheer hard 
study—by earnest, prayerful reading and meditation of the Scriptures 
and writings upon the truth. Let us see to it, brethren, for our own sake 
and that of posterity. Let us away with wrangling and arguing over 
profitless questions, and devote ourselves to sober exhortation, to 
edifying exposition, and the comforts of the Truth. Let us turn from 
demoralising scandal, and employ our tongues with subjects that will 
minister grace to our hearers. Let us, like Asa, do our part towards 
making our ecclesias spiritually strong, so that all assaults from the 
enemy may be levelled against them in vain. 

The Balkans are ablaze. Before long the whole world may be in the 
same condition. The nations are terrified at the prospect, and talk 
seriously of Armageddon. “They dread a greater tragedy,” says The 
London Star, “than a Balkan War. They dread Armageddon.” The 
situation is cheering to the enlightened and faithful children of God. To 
them, both the war and the world’s dismay are a signal that Christ is 
near, and that the hope of the Kingdom is soon to receive a realisation. 
Brethren, how grateful we ought to be that we are acquainted with the 
divine programme, and that we can see in the terrible happenings of the 
moment a shaping up of affairs for the required and final issue. What is 
the source of our enlightenment? The Scriptures, of course. But who 
has opened out to us the meaning of the Scriptures? The answer is, Dr. 
Thomas. Let us give renewed effort to the study of the writings of this 
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Scripturally-enlightened teacher—particularly to those which concern 
the political situation at the time of the end, or end of the time. By so 
doing, we shall safeguard ourselves against rash conclusions in regard 
to mere passing events upon which God’s revelation has little or 
nothing to say. Let us, in harmony with the Doctor’s counsel, keep our 
minds centred on the great, unmistakable requirements of prophecy, 
such as the steady decline of the Turkish Power—the unparalleled 
arming on the part of all nations—the increasing prominence in the 
world’s politics of Russia and Austria—the erection of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s image—the revival of Papal influence, and the 
position of Italy—the re-gathering of Israel, and the general awakening 
of affairs Jewish. 

The Balkan War is creating consternation, not only in the world, but 
in the brotherhood. It is causing much heart-searching. Fear is at work. 
The conviction is growing that the Day of Judgment; both for the 
nations and the household, is at hand. People who have given no heed 
to religion have suddenly become thoughtful and pious. Men who 
know somewhat of prophecy are gravely inquiring of Christadelphians 
as to their latest impressions on Eastern affairs. Some who are 
acquainted with the truth, but have not obeyed it, are feverishly wishful 
to put themselves right with God. Brethren, too, who have been lax and 
unmindful of their duties, are trembling, and seeking to make amends 
for opportunities squandered. All this affords material for reflection. 
What will happen if the war news should quiet down, and further years 
elapse before the end come? Will the stimulus afforded by current 
affairs be of lasting benefit to those aroused, or will they in time return 
to their former state of apathy, and illustrate anew the truth of Matt. 
12:43–45? One thing is certain, that if a person’s connection with the 
truth is to be of a permanent and profitable character, it must be 
founded on something more than fright. Fear may arrest, sober, and 
prepare the mind for the reception of the gospel, but that disposition 
which makes salvation possible is not reached apart from a real 
affection for the truth, and appreciation of the divine goodness as 
exhibited in the invitation to life eternal. This state of mind will be 
reached, not by sudden alarm, not by spasmodic, hysterical 
contemplation of the horrors of war, or of a world-wide conflagration. 

                                                                —Bro. A.T. Jannaway  1913 

 

Maintaining Spiritual Balance 

 It is most important for us to strive to keep all things in proper 
perspective. To do so requires a spiritual balance that is difficult, both 
for any group or even for any individual, to maintain for long. It is far 
too easy for us to become unbalanced and to stray far from a spiritual 
equilibrium. We can easily err on the side of becoming almost entirely 
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a social organization with social harmony becoming our principal goal. 
With our minds upon our social and political influence, we are too 
likely to neglect the all-important spiritual purpose of our existence as a 
body.  

 On the other side, we can become so completely engrossed in Bible 
knowledge or with our [self-perceived] expertise in one special area 
that we become enamored of our own image as a theologian, and so 
serve to isolate ourselves from our brethren and sisters of lesser 
abilities. Straying to either side of the line of spiritual balance can make 
hypocrites of us concerned with our assumed self-importance. This can 
lead to our own spiritual downfall.  

 It is not for us to determine by our own judgment the proper 
balance line. That is the province of our God and of His beloved Son as 
they have revealed it to us in God's Word. Part of the work that the 
Father gave to the Son during his mortal pilgrimage was to mark out 
clearly, for those who would be the Father's servants and candidates for 
salvation, the straight and narrow balance line that we all must tread. 
This our Lord himself did to perfection, so that he could say with 
authority: “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by [dia = through] me” (John 14:6). The way to God 
and to receiving the crown of eternal life is through Jesus; there is no 
other way. This points up the words of Paul (Rom. 8:9): “...Now if any 
man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” To have the Spirit 
of Christ is to walk the same balance line that Jesus walked during his 
earthly ministry. That means literally to have the same spirit [attitude, 
goal] that Jesus then had. He openly identified this in a number of 
statements that he made to his disciples. For example, in John 4:34 
Jesus responded to the question of his disciples (v. 33): “Hath any man 
brought him ought to eat?”, by saying: “My meat is to do the will of 
him that sent me, and to finish his work.” Doing the Father's will was 
of far greater importance to Jesus than the satisfying of his natural 
hunger, or of any others of his natural desires. In a later chapter (8:29) 
Jesus said to the rulers: “And he that sent me is with me: the Father 
hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him.” 
This is the Spirit of Christ!  In other words, we must disregard our own 
will and seek to perform the will of the Father.    

                                                                     —Bro. Mike Jasionowski 

 

Melchizedek and Christ 
“Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even the 

patriarch Abraham gave.” tithes 

In our exhortations Sunday by Sunday—we often hear the words, 
“Jesus—Prophet, Priest, and King.” Of his vivid prophecies and of his 



                                                                                                      Berean 2017—380 

 

coming Kingship we know much, but as our High Priest we perhaps do 
not hear quite so much. So today let us— 

“Consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, even 
Jesus.”  

And it is to his position as the “High Priest after the order of 
Melchizedek” that I wish to direct our thoughts today. Paul says of 
Jesus that he was called of God, an High Priest after the order of 
Melchizedek, “of whom,” says Paul, “we have many things to say.” 
Like Paul, we too can find many things to say of our High Priest.  

Now we all know the Old Testament Scriptures were a schoolmaster 
to point us to Christ, so we must first look at Melchizedek—the High 
Priest of God—for type and antitype. We find first mention of him in 
Gen. 14. In this chapter we find that the first recorded war that had 
darkened history's pages had ended.  

Abraham and his servants were moving homeward when he is met 
by Melchizedek, a man high in earthly dignity for he was Salem's king, 
and he was high in the sight of God—he was “Priest of the most High 
God.” So great a man was he that Paul stresses the point that Abraham 
gave him a tenth of his possessions.  

Now let us see if we can learn more of this King and Priest. By 
following the usual practice of letting Scripture interpret Scripture, we 
can find out more about him. Firstly, he was King of Salem, and we 
have no difficulty in knowing where Salem is for Psa. 76:2 tells us that 
“In Salem also is His tabernacle”—that is, the tabernacle of God. We 
know the Tabernacle of God is to be in Jerusalem, so Melchizedek was 
King of Jerusalem.  

Paul tells us in Heb. 7 that “Salem” means “peace”—the nearest 
translation we can find is “Perfect Peace.” He was therefore also king 
of Peace. His name means Righteousness. So much then for his 
Kingship.  

Now he was also High Priest of an order to which he gave his name. 
Here was a royal Priesthood over 400 years before the Levitical 
Priesthood. The order of Melchizedek was most important, for unlike 
the Levitical Priesthood which had a beginning and an ending, (both in 
the period of years it operated as the mediator between the children of 
Israel and God, and also in the length of time a Priest might serve—he 
commenced at 30 and finished at 50), the Priesthood of Melchizedek 
(as Paul says so eloquently) was without father or mother—without 
descent—  

“. . . having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like 
unto the Son of God abideth a priest continually.”  

It was a perpetual priesthood—not a series of descendants like the 
Levitical Priesthood—but chosen directly and singly by God. No 
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beginning as the Levitical, which had an ordained commencing date; no 
ending as the Levitical Priesthood which ended. Neither requiring 
father and mother—being ordained and created of God. So much for 
the Priesthood of Melchizedek.  

Of the man himself no search can tell when he began or ceased to 
be. He moves as it were from the pages of Scripture. Some brethren say 
he was Shem, one of the sons of Noah—but the Scripture is silent. 
Whoever he was, his task was done and other events in the plan of God 
occupy the pages of Scripture.  

As we turn the pages over startling events leap to the eye— the 
covenant to Abraham, repeated to Isaac and Jacob—the 12 tribes—
their journey—the Law of Moses—the Levitical order— the Judges—
the Kings—the Prophets.  

And as event upon event came in the appointed order the years 
passed by and another notable event took place—the birth of Jesus. 
Born of a virgin, in a manger in Bethlehem; born of the tribe of Judah, 
far removed from any Levitical Priesthood as required by the Law—yet 
“after the similitude of Melchizedek there arose another priest” in the 
person of Christ Jesus.  

The Law was but a schoolmaster to point us to Christ. When he 
came it was fulfilled, the type and antitype. Melchizedek was King of 
Salem—Jesus we know will be King over Jerusalem and Prince of 
Peace and King of Righteousness, after the order of Melchizedek.  

As the Priest of God he stands before the Holy of Holies. Who 
could do this but Jesus? The High Priest maketh intercession on behalf 
of the people—does not Jesus fulfil that to the letter?  

“Wherefore (says Paul) he is able to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by him,  seeing that he ever liveth to make intercession 
for them.”  

Again Paul has some wonderful words of comfort to say, words that 
can really help us—  

“We have not a High Priest which cannot be touched by our 
infirmities . . . but in all points  tempted like as we are, yet without 
sin.”  

Another significant action is shown, Melchizedek met Abraham 
with Bread and Wine. Here again we see our Great High Priest. He 
presents every supply which wasted strength and failing heart 
requires—for the fight of faith is fierce. The journey of life oft times 
seems long, but we have the sustaining strength of the Word—the 
overflowing cup of the promises.  

We have before us the spiritual food of the emblems—the Bread as 
his body given—the Wine as his blood shed. And as Abraham was 
chosen, are not we in that same position—the picked out ones, the 
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called of God? And as Abraham had a High Priest to minister unto him, 
have we not a High Priest in the person of Jesus, who is, Paul tells us,  

“A High Priest of good things to come, by a greater and more 
perfect Tabernacle not made with hands—that is to say, not of this 
building.”  

“Neither by the blood of goats and calves—but by his own blood—
he entered in once into the Holy Place, having obtained eternal 
redemption.”  

“For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer 
sprinkling the unclean sanctified to the purifying of the flesh, how 
much more shall the blood of Christ (who through the Eternal Spirit 
offered himself without spot unto God) purge your conscience from 
dead works to serve the Living God?”  

The supreme sacrifice of Jesus in offering himself for us is again 
clearly shown in forceful Scripture in Heb. 9:28—  

“So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many. And unto 
them that look for him shall he  appear the second time without sin 
unto salvation.”  

This is our High Priest, one who understands our infirmities—one 
who understands the word “temptation.” He is the one High Priest who 
could, and did, make the perfect sacrifice. He alone can act as our 
mediator. He ordained our simple ceremony, which we commemorate 
every Sunday—the Bread and the Wine.  

And as Abraham was chosen—so are we. His High Priest met him 
with Bread and Wine—our High Priest has left the same for us, the 
spiritual food of his own body, and of his own blood shed on our 
behalf. Our part in this, brethren and sisters, fellow partakers in the One 
Hope, is to make ourselves worthy of our High Priest—looking, as Paul 
says in Heb. 12:2;  

“. . . to Jesus the Author and Finisher of our faith, who for the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  

The “author and finisher of our faith” and “our great High Priest”! 
Indeed we are privileged to become spiritual Jews, and we can learn 
many lessons from the wayward nation whose promise we now have. 
They had God, and a Covenant, and High Priest. “Do this,” was the 
requirement—”Live” the recompense.  

That was the covenant, but it saw the light only to perish. The Jews 
placed it not in their hearts, but under their feet. They touched it only to 
scatter it to the wind, and the result—the covenant taken away from 
them, the people who rejected their Messiah (who came, we must 
always remember, to the “lost sheep of the house of Israel”).  
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And because of their rejection—we who were without are enabled 
to come into the new covenant. We have Jesus as our High Priest—the 
Mediator between God and man—High Priest after the order of 
Melchizedek.  

Thus we have become spiritual Jews. We have to keep the 
commands of God— “Do this,” and our reward, “Live” —for those 
promises given so many years ago to Abraham are now ours, and as he 
had a royal Priest, so have we—of the same royal Priesthood of 
Melchizedek.  

Now there are some other angles in connection with the Royal 
Priesthood—that it is good to consider: Why a Priest is necessary; why 
Christ had to be priest; why he was to act as mediator between God and 
man. This shows a barrier, and it is one of sin.  

Before sin entered the world the creatures that God created, Adam 
and Eve, could commune with their Maker without fear. But when they 
transgressed they no longer could hold up their heads. Self-condemned, 
they hid; sin had formed a barrier.  

To this very day sin is still a barrier. A mediator is necessary—a 
mediator the same as required under the Mosaic Law, for Moses acted 
in that capacity himself. Speaking of that covenant in Gal. 3:19, Paul 
says—  

“It was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator.”  

The object of the Mosaic covenant is one that must not be 
overlooked. God declares (Exodus 19) that the covenant was to make 
them a— 

“Peculiar treasure unto Me above all people . . . a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation.”  

But as we know in order to attain this high position they were to 
obey the words of the covenant—they were to comply with the 
conditions. And it is a matter of history that through continual 
disobedience and neglect they lost their chance; and their laws, 
ordinances, and sacrifices became of none effect at the appearing of 
Jesus, who became the more perfect sacrifice. For, says Paul, he— 

“. . . appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.”  

When at his crucifixion the veil of the temple was rent, it showed 
the abolishing of the old covenant. In Heb. 8 Paul tells the Jews that the 
old covenant was taken away because they continued not in it—and a 
new covenant took its place.  

So, unlike the order of Melchizedek, the Mosaic order is finished. It 
had an ending—brought about by a nation's disobedience. Jesus 
himself, accomplishing what no other Jew could do, by his 
righteousness became the perfect sacrifice. He became the High Priest 
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who was without spot or blemish and as such he sits on the right hand 
of God—the perfect antitype.  

There is another point. We must recall the High Priest under the 
Mosaic Law did not offer an atonement for, or intercede on behalf of, 
the whole world—he only did these things for the house of Israel. And 
it was only effective when they in turn were obedient.  

Jesus is the High Priest over the House of God, which consists of 
those of the spiritual house of Israel. Under the Law the Priests had to 
offer sacrifices every time they interceded on behalf of the people. 
Jesus did so once, for he offered his own blood—the blood offering of 
goats and calves could not wash away sin.  

The High Priest entered once every year into the Most Holy Place of 
the Temple—but that was but a type. Jesus entered— 

“. . . heaven itself, to appear in the presence of God for us.”  

Do we realize the exalted position we are in? For we have a High 
Priest even one who sits at the right hand of God—one who realizes our 
weakness, our infirmities—one who was tempted even as we are 
tempted, yet without sin.  

Are we doing our part, or are we like the Jews—despising and 
rejecting the covenant? We are told we shall be Kings and Priests. Are 
we preparing ourselves for this honor even as Jesus prepared himself? 
For there is one thing we must not overlook—the Priestly function of 
Jesus will not end when he returns. Zechariah tells us:  

“Behold the man whose name is the Branch. And he shall grow up 
out of his place, and build the Temple of the Lord.”  

“And he shall bear the glory and shall sit and rule upon his throne. 
And he shall BE A PRIEST upon his throne.”  

Again the antitype to the type of Solomon's temple, built by one 
who the Scripture says is greater than Solomon. We, if worthy, will be 
kings and priests with him. If worthy—what a wealth of meaning in 
those two words! It certainly rests with us, for the way is clear—type 
and antitype have shown it.  

We know the results of disobedience for, like Abraham, we are 
called out of the world. Like him our High Priest ministers unto us with 
Bread and Wine. Like him we can share the glorious promises—if—
yes, if we are worthy. We have something worth striving for, a real 
tangible hope—not mythical but real and living. Let us press on to the 
high calling others cannot share, for—  

“We other priests deny, and laws and offerings too; 
None but the Priest on high the mighty work can do: 

To him, then, all our praise be given 
Who pleads his household's cause in heaven!” 

—C.W.—December 1952 Berean 
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Hints for Bible Markers 

The Psalms 

Psalm 8:3 

“When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon 
and the stars, which thou hast ordained;” 

The Christadelphian Magazine once published an exhortation (The 

Christadelphian, Volume 12, 1875, Page 209) by brother Shuttleworth in which 
he said, “Those who cannot see God in nature will have still greater 
difficulty in seeing Him in revelation; and those who rejoice in the 
knowledge imparted by His Word, will be much helped in their true 
realisation of His boundless resources and creative omnipotence, by 
giving themselves up to those self-abasing consequences which result 
from a due and reverend appreciation of His handiwork.” This 
erstwhile thought is very apropos when considering this Psalm. We are 
told in more than one place in the Scriptures of truth, “God that made 

the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and 

earth,” (Acts 17:24), so that we would do well to consider the “the 
work of thy fingers”.  

The spirit chose the word fingers, pointing to the Elohim in the 
work that was done. As brother Thomas points out in the Herald of the 
Kingdom and Age to Come “The spirit of God” and “the fingers of 
God” are synonymous, as appears from Mat. 12:28; Luke 11:20: and 
Elohim are spirit being εξ αυτου out of Jehovah. What the fingers of 
the hand are to the brain, such are the hosts of Elohim to Jehovah; they 
are Unity of Spirit, which is God.” Which brings to our mind the 
thought that not only by God's power, and as the fingers are the 
instruments by which we construct a piece of work, but also it is by the 
mind and the skill of the Deity that the heavens and earth have been 
made. Consider the words of Job, “Canst thou bind the sweet influences 

of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion? Canst thou bring forth 
Mazzaroth in his season? or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons? 
Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven? canst thou set the dominion 

thereof in the earth?” (Job 38:31-33). Orion is one of the few 
constellations visible from the whole world. It has three stars which 
make the belt. Can any man loosen Orion's belt? The Pleiades make up 
the sword and scabbard of Orion, can any man draw the sword? 
Arcturus and his sons still go circling around the North Pole, even as 
they did in the days of Job. One of the many proofs of God's wisdom 
and greatness is the simplicity in which he makes known his most 
beautiful wonders, including his past and future creative work! God 
willing, next month we will consider some more of the spiritual aspects 
of these wonders.  

                  bro. Beryl Snyder 

 


