
VOL 106, NO. 7, ISSUE 1147 JULY 2018

The Berean

Christadelphian
A monthly magazine devoted wholly to the exposition and defense
of the Faith once for all delivered to the Saints, with the object of
helping to make ready a People prepared for the coming of the
Lord. Opposed to the unscriptural teaching of the papal and

protestant churches of the world.

Please send all Berean communications to:

Bro. Tim Clubb, 202 Mlllbank Dr., London, Ont., Canada N6C 4W1

"They received the Word with all readiness of mind and searched
the Scriptures daily, whether those things were so.

Therefore many believed" - Acts 17:11

Ecclesial News: Webuye, Kenya 218
Fraternal Gatherings: Hye, London 218
STUDIES AND THOUGHTS (bro. John Thomas)

Chariots Of God And Mountains Of Men 219

SECOND VOYAGE TO AUSTRALIA (cont'd) (bro. R. Roberts) 223
BE YE THEREFORE PERFECT (bro. G. V. Growcott) 229
JESUS ON THE SEA OF GALILEE (bro. W. J. Pickford) 237
CURRENT EVENTS FULFILLING PROPHECY

To Be Continued Next Month, God Willing 240

THE BLIND MASS AND THE BELIEVING FEW (bro. R.Roberts)... 240
HAVE YOU READ? "Anastasis" (cont'd) 245
June Answers: "Good" 251

135 YEARS AGO

New Book By Dr. Thomas' Daughter; Contributions To Palestine;

Signs Of The Times; Ecclesial News;

Bible Lectures (135 Years Ago) 252

Bible Puzzle: "Who Was" 252

We are anxious to send the Berean to any desiring it. Do not hesitate to
request it. If you know of any who might like it, please send their names.
Anything herein may be used freely by any one in any way. No credit needed.

CHRIST IS COMING SOON AND WILL REIGN ON EARTH



Ecdesial News
WEBUYE, KENYA—Sunday School 8;30am; Memorial Service 10:30am—Bro.

Shawn Tyler, P.O. Box 909-50205, Webuye, Kenya—Phone: +254711813965
Email: shawntyler014@gmail.com

BELOVED brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ, loving
greetings.
As days come and go, some of us have various bouts of illness

and in the wider brotherhood we have received news of some

in our ranks falling asleep, faithfully laying aside their service
at the command of our Almighty, to rest in hope of resurrection
and glorification. It is a comfort to us all as we think and pray
for one another with full assurance that in heaven we have a

loving and caring Father looking down with grace, and wonder
fully providing to us all the needed comfort and courage until we
reach the end of our probationary life successfully, each one of
us in some way echoing Paul's inspired words in 2 Tim. 4:6-8—
"For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure

is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course,
I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give
me at that day: and not to me only, hut unto all them also that
love his appearing."
On the last week of December 2017, with God's blessings, we

were able to gather together again for our annual feast on God's
inspired, authoritative and infallible Word as given in the book
of Genesis. We had received in advance from the brotherhood

assistance of faithful notes to help us come to grips with "seem
ing problematic passages" within the book. The first 3 chapters
of Genesis are a great help to answer the most difficult ques
tions of life: Where did all creatures come from? Why are they
suffering and dying? Is there any hope beyond the grave? The

(Continued on page 248)
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Studies and Thoughts by brother johnthomas
CHARIOTS OF GOD AND MOUNTAINS OF MEN

"O Shepherd of Israel, inhabiting the Cherubim,
shine forth! O Mighty Ones (Elohim), turn us,

and cause us to shine Thy Faces,
and we shall be savedrfPsSi, 80:1, 3)

HAVING beheld the Harlot of the Ephah keeping house in
the land of Shinar (Zech. 5:11), the prophet Zechariah again
informs us he 'turned'—

"I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked''(Zech, 6:1).
This indicates that his attention was directed to new objects,

which he describes in the following words—
"I looked, and behold Four Chariots going forth from two of

the mountains; and the mountains were Mountains of Brass,
"In this first chariot red horses, and in the second chariot

black horses, and in the third chariot white horses, and in the
fourth chariot spotted horses and fleet,

"Then I responded and said to the angel speaking with me.
What are these, my Lord'? And the angel replied and said to
me. These are the Four Spirits of the Heavens going forth from
standing by the Ruler of all the earth,

"The black horses which are in that, are going forth to the
land of the North, and the white went forth to follow them. And
the spotted went forth to the land of the South,

"And the fleet ones went forth; and they asked to go for to run
to and fro through the earth. And he said. Go, run to and fro
through the earth. So they ran to and fro in the earth,

*llien he proclaimed to me, and spake unto me, saying. Behold
those going forth to the land of the North have caused My Spirit
to rest in the land of the North" (^ech., 6:1-8).

Here is an amplification of the vision of the Two Olive Branch
es or Anointed Ones that stand by the Ruler of all the earth
(Zech. 4:14). The reader will perceive that the Two Branches
and the Four Chariots and their Horses all relate to the same

agents (compare Zech. 4:14 and 6:5). In these places they are
all said to "stand by the Ruler of all the earth,"

In the first passage they are in the standing position; in the
last they are in motion from thence, on their appointed mission.

These Four Chariots are the Cherubim of Glory, which consti
tute the Chariot of Yahweh. In speaking of the four-faced figures
with wings outstretched over the Mercy Seat of the Ark in the
Most Holy Place, David styles them—

"The Chariot of the Cherubim" (1 Chron. 28:18).
The Spirit of Yahweh rested in the form of a cloud between
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and upon their wings, from the dedication of Solomon's Temple,
(1 Kings 8:10) until the Glory took its departure in the days of
Ezekiel, (Ezek. 10:4, 18, 19) and shortly before its destruction
by the Chaldeans. Alluding to this cherubic incumbency of the
Spirit, David says (Psa. 80:1)—
"O Shepherd of Israel INHABITING THE CHERUBIM, shine

forth! Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh arouse Thy
might, and come for salvation to us. O Mighty Ones (Elohim),
turn us, and cause to shine Thy Faces, and we shall be saved."

The Cherubim were the typical throne of Yahweh, before
which the High Priest presented himself on the occasion of the
annual covering of the sins of the nation (Lev. 16:12-14).

In chapters 1 and 10 of this prophecy, Ezekiel shows what they
typify or represent. Read these chapters in connection with Rev.
4 and 5, and it will be found that the Cherubim are represent
ative of the Spirit corporealized and manifested in the Saints,
the Elohim of Israel: the One Eternal Spirit in multitudinous
manifestation (Ezek. 1:12, 14, 24)—

"Whithersoever the Spirit was to go, they went... they ran and
returned as a flash of lightning. . . the noise of their wings like
the noise of great waters, as the voice of Mighty Ones (Shaddai)
in their going, the voice of speech, as the noise of a camp."

Zechariah's Four Chariots are identical with these. They rep
resent the resurrected saints in the execution of The judgment
written' (Psa. 149). There are four of them because there were four
faces to the typical golden Cherubim of the Ark of the Covenant
in the Temple; and four Living Creatures in Ezekiel's vision; and
four Living Creatures in the Apocalj^se. And the reason why
there are four, and not three or five, is because of the military
organization of Israel. The twelve Tribes were set off into four
camps: the Camps of Judah, Reuben, Ephraim and Dan.

The standard of Judah's camp or host was a Lion; that of Reu
ben, a Man; that of Ephraim, an Ox; and that of Dan, an Eagle.
And the faces of these four were united in the two Cherubim

of the Most Holy Place, and became the Cherubim Faces of the
Eternal Spirit, self-named Yahweh, which stood by the Ruler of
all the earth while He dwelt in them anterior to the Babylonian
captivity.

Now, as the Saints, without regard to the accident of their
fleshly descent, are all Israelites by adoption through Christ,
their organization is based on that of the Twelve Tribes so that
they came thereby to be represented by the standards of Israel's
Camps. In vision, the Four Camps of the Saints, (constituting
nevertheless one Encampment) occupy the position of the Four
Camps of Israel in the wilderness: Judah on the east, Reuben on
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the south, Ephraim on the west, and Dan on the north. For this
reason, Zechariah's Four Chariots are termed the Tour Winds or
Spirits of the Heavens' (Zech. 6:5); and in their New Jerusalem
symbolization the Saints' City is said to be "four square' (Rev.
21:16).

Zechariah saw the four Cherubic Chariots going forth from
between Two Mountains of Brass. This metal connects these

mountains, or dominions, with 1) the brazen parts of Nebu
chadnezzar's Image (the 'Body and Thighs' of Dan. 2:32), and 2)
with the 'Claws of Brass' pertaining to the Fourth Beast (Dan
7:19), and 8) the 'Band of Iron and Brass' around the stump of
the Babylonian Tree (Dan. 4:15).

The two mountains of brass and the two thighs of brass
are identical, and represent the Greek element of the 'Great
Mountain' that is to become a Plain before Zerubbabel (Zech.
4:7), before the two Anointed Ones, before the Four Chariots
and their horses, before Israel and the Saints,

In the days of the Maccabees, the Two Mountains were the
Greek Kingdom of Egypt and the Greek Kingdom of S5rria (in
cluding Assyria and other adjacent countries). The former is
styled (Dan. 11) the 'King of the South;' and the latter, the 'King
of the North.'

Now, though these countries are and will be in other hands
than those of people purely and simply Greeks, they are nev
ertheless regarded in prophecy as the countries of the Brass
Dominion, and are so designated, as in the place before us. At
the epoch of the Four Chariots—^that is, just before they are seen
going forth—^we learn from Daniel and Ezekiel that there will
be two antagonistic dominions: the one occupying Egypt, and
the other, Syria and the adjacent countries.

The latter is the King of the North, existing on the political
map in the time of the end, and called Gog by Ezekiel. The
other is the Kingdom of Egypt. These two mountains of Brass
will be in a state of war between the going forth of the Cherubic
Chariots. And as Daniel tells us, the Egyptian province of the
South Mountain of Brass will 'not escape' subjection to the brass
dominion of the North—

"He (the King of the North) shall stretch forth his hand also upon
the countries; and the land of Egypt shall not escape" (Dan. 11:42).

This will be the relative position of the two mountains, with the
Holy Land between them—^the battleground and bone of conten
tion between the two powers—at the going forth of the Chariots.

But we may remark here that, though the rulers of the two
Mountains or the dominant race, will not be racially Greek, still
the North Mountain of Brass will be Greek in its superstition
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or state ecclesiastism, and the South Mountain also Greek in
the possession of the Greek islands of the Mediterranean and
Aegean Seas. Being therefore Hellenistic ecclesiastically or
geographically, or both, they are the dominions of Brass, occu
pying—^in relation to the Holy Land—the same political status
as the two kingdoms of the Ptolemies an Seleucids in the days of
the Maccabees or Era of the Asmoneans, second century before
Christ.

Zechariah saw the Four Chariots of Cherubim 'going forth
from between' these two mountains of political geography. He
must, therefore, have seen them going forth from the Holy Land,
which occupies that position. They first stand by the Ruler of all
the earth, as the two Anointed Ones of the Four Faces. In this
position they are the twenty-four Elders and the Tour Living
Creatures full of Eyes before and behind,' filled with the Spirit
as a lamp is filled with oil; and which in them burns before the
Throne as the 'Seven Spirits of God' (Rev. 4:4-6)—^which, when
in motion, are 'sent forth into all the earth.'

But before they leave their standing position 'to run to and
fro,' they sing to the Captain of their salvation (Rev. 5:9-10)—

"Thou art worthy to take the Book, and to open the seals
thereof for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy
blood, out of every kindred, and tongue and people, and nation;
and hast made us for our God Kings and Priests, and we SHALL
reign on the earth."
When they sing this song, they are in the 'land of Judah' (Isa.

26:1). They are there as 'the Kings which are from a Sun's risings'
to prepare whose 'way'the political Euphrates is 'dried up' (Rev.
16:12), and the two Mountain of Brass are found temporarily
occupjdng the place of its waters.

But Zechariah saw them 'going forth.' The 'wings' of the
Cherubim are their armies; and the horses of the Chariots are
the same.'

"When they stand' says Ezekiel (1:24), they let down their
wings—^which, in motion, are 'as the noise of great waters,' or
a multitude of people. They go forth to conquer for themselves
their dominion (Dan. 7:11, 12, 18, 26)—

"To take the Kingdom ... to slay the Fourth Beast and to
destroy his body .. .to take away his dominion, to consume and
destroy it unto the end."

They 'shall reign upon the earth'; but they must first con
quer the nations; for the nations will not accept them for Kings
and Priests without compulsion. The Saints in their career of
conquest are the—

"Stream of fire flowing issuing from before the Ancient of
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Days" (Jdsxi. 7:10). They are the: "Angels of Chrisfs power in a
flame of fire" {2 Thess. 1:7-8).

They are the tormenters of the worshipers of the Beast and
his Image and the receivers of the mark of his name, with fire
and brimstone in the presence of the Lamb (Rev. 14:10-11). They
are the 144,000 Redeemed from the earth, the Firstfruits, who
follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth (Rev. 14:14). And they
are the Chariot Wheels of the Spirit, full of eyes, and a burning
fire (Eze. 1:15-19). (Tb be continued, God Willing)

Second Voyage To Australia
(Continued)

Monday, July 18, 1898—1)0 HAWERA: THE JENKINS:
A LECTURE

WE took leave of the brethren with regret on Monday, July
18th, and went forward to Hawera, where it had been arranged
one lecture should be given. Brother and sister Jenkins have
been for some years located in this place—a township of consid
erable size and importance (population perhaps 4,000 or 5,000).

They have been known as inscrutable people, whose inscru
tability, it was thought, was probably due to mental derange
ment, instead (as the fact is) of mental arrangement. They were
desirous that their true position should be exhibited to their
neighbours, in connection with an invitation to such neighbours
to share such blessed position, for—

"Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may
have right to the tree of life, and enter in through the gates into
the city."

The subject chosen was: "The clergy all wrong about the
gospel, both as to its nature and indispensability to salvation."

The place was the theatre. The audience was large. The chair
was occupied by brother Jenkins. I had a close hearing for an
hour-and-a-half, after which a preacher rose and repudiated
the allegations that had been made. He did nothing more than
assert, and you cannot answer assertions except by counter-as
sertions—^in which there is no profit.

The only attempt at argument was the citation of Cor. 15:1-3,
in proof of the death of Christ being the gospel.

I pointed out, in reply, that the death of Christ was only part
of the gospel, that it must first be known who Christ was, before
his death could be understood, and that no man could know
what it was to be the Christ or Anointed, who did not know the
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things concerning the Kingdom of God in which the Christship
had its essence.

The interruption caused a little stir. I said that it was impos
sible that the question could be properly argued in a few minutes
at the close of a lecture, but that if the gentleman was desirous
of a proper argument, I should not be unwilling, on another
occasion, to meet him in a properly organised debate.

It seems, from what brother Jenkins afterwards reported, that
a very favourable impression was produced. He reports a call for
literature, and says he could profitably use what spare literature
brethren may have beside them. 'TVIr. Jenkins, furniture maker,
Hawera, Tarranaki, N.Z.," will find him.
Tuesday-Thursday, July 19-21, 1898—TO STRATFORD: SIS.
BAERNACKI

Next day we went forward to Stratford, under the shadow of
Mount Egmont, twenty miles distant, accompanied by brother
Nash, who had come from Stratford; and also by sister Jenkins
and her children, who intended spending the time there during
our presence.

Stratford is the place where the ecclesia, for several years,
consisted of three sisters only, meeting regularly in the house of
sister Blair. They have now been reinforced by three brethren,
and one or two additional sisters—namely, brother Nash and his
wife; brother Gold, from Hastings; a brother Steward and his
wife; and lastly, by a sister Baernacki (pronounced Baernatz-
ki—^the Polish "c" having the sound of "tz")

The case of the last has special features of interest. She is
the (Scotch) wife of a Polish refugee, who fled to England, from
political trouble, forty years ago. Her husband obtained a high
position in the Indian Civil Service, and, after a lengthened
service in India, was pensioned off, and came to live in N.Z.

Mrs. Baernacki was always of an enquiring turn of mind in
religious matters. Her position in India brought the clergy about a
good deal, and in her position as hostess, she used to put questions
to them, which they could not ignore. She now says that, without
exception, they were unable to deal with her questions, and con
fessed their own ignorance, and pooh-poohed the matter as of no
importance. They all told her not to trouble herself. She told them
it was extraordinary that they should tell her to take no trouble
about matters that were of the very first importance, unless they
were all hypocrites in professing to be the servants of God.

She got no satisfaction till she came to New Zealand, where
she was brought into contact with the brethren at Wellington,
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through her son. She now finds great satisfaction in the perfect
understanding of the Scriptures, that the Truth has brought her.

If she could have the company of her husband and sons in
the matter, her joy would be full. Perhaps God will grant this
great favour. I had some conversations with them. Their diffi
culties are those created by false systems of religion. The elder
Mr. Baernacki said the clergy told him he must have faith. But
how was he to get faith?
GET THE FACTS, THEN FAITH WILL COME

I told him to get facts, and faith would soon come, for faith
was the confidence produced by facts. The case for revelation
rested in facts that could not be disposed of. A man might be
ignorant of the facts, and therefore unaffected by them. But the
facts were there, and—^when known,—^produced their effect by
the inevitable law of conviction.

While at Stratford, we were accommodated at a private board
ing house, in the absence of convenience among the brethren.
This arrangement worked very well. It tends to health, and
efficiency of work, to be at perfect ease privately, and under
no necessity to talk at meals. The brethren sometimes do not
understand (and cannot without experience understand) that
the incessant consumption of nervous energy, in speaking and
writing, renders it necessary that the domestic intervals should
be in perfect repose, so far as talk is concerned. It is the very
highest kindness they can bestow, to leave us alone at such
times. They cannot think so perhaps, but it is true. Of course,
it is nothing but the weakness of this mortal nature, but facts
are facts.

The Stratford brethren acted on this principle in providing us
apartments in the house of a stranger. They conferred a great
benefit, for which we were duly grateful. We know it cannot
always be as we would wish, and when it so happens we resign
ourselves. But as Paul says, "If thou mayest be free, use it rath
er;" so we do.

TWO LECTURES AND ATEAMEETING: "ONLY BELIEVE"—

BUT WHAT?

There were two lectures and a tea meeting during our stay
at Stratford. The lectures were well attended. Brother Gold

presided, and brother Nash read the Scriptures. There was a
little interruption the second night, by a Plymouth Brother, who
contended, at the close, that it was enough to simply believe in
the Lord Jesus, as Paul told the Philippian jailor.

I asked him if Paul did not mean. Believe the truth concerning
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the Lord Jesus? He answered that Paul said nothing about be
lieving the truth concerning the Lord Jesus—^it was, believe in
him.

But how, said I, could a man believe in the Lord Jesus, who
did not know who the Lord Jesus was?

He thought that was quibbling.
Nay, my friend, said I, be reasonable. Would you not say

that a man must believe in the Lord's crucifixion? Yet Paul said

nothing about that just then. Must he not believe in the Lord's
resurrection, about which Paul said nothing just then, though he
said elsewhere that a man must with his heart believe that God

raised Christ from the dead, in order to be saved (Rom. 10:9).
Our friend did not like the squeeze of reason, so he walked out

of the meeting, muttering that it was all a pack of lies, and that
he should afterwards show it.

Friday, July 22,1898—HO NEW PLYMOUTH: THE BURDENS
OF TRAVEL

We left Stratford for New Plymouth on Friday, July 22nd. At
New Plymouth we were to catch the steamer for Auckland, sailing
at 9.35 p.m. The proper train to catch the steamer was several
hours after the train we selected. There was advantage in the
proper train, inasmuch as it would give us more time at Stratford,
and run us right down to the steamboat side at the break-water,
whereas other trains stopped short at New Plymouth proper,
landing us three miles away from the waterside.

But "per contra," we should arrive in the dark in a bustling
crowd, and it would not be easy to look after our things. We
preferred to have time and deliberation and quietness, as most
people do when they get to the declining side of life. So we took the
three o'clock train, in which we found there were disadvantages.
It was not only that we had to hire a special conveyance for the
three miles down to the break-water, but when we got there, we
found (the cab could only get as far as the shore end of the pier,
and we had to carry, and have carried, our things along the whole
length of the break-water in the dark, in the teeth of high winds
and rain, amidst waggons and intersected railway tracks, before
we could get to the steamer. It was a stiff half-hour's work. I first
saw sister Roberts on board, and then returned with a steward
to the heap of things, which in two journeys we carried on board.

Once there it was bliss, with no friends to talk and kindle up
to. (Poor human weakness. It will be different on the happy morn.
The multitude of the redeemed will not want to get away from
one another then).

At 9.35 p.m. the rest of the passengers came bundling aboard,
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and the steamer instantly sailed out into the darkness and
tempest.

Saturday, July 28, 1898—BY SHIP TO AUCKLAND: WITH
THE TANFIELDS

We had a rough night, but it was soon gone, and at ten o'clock
next morning we were sailing in the sunshine into the quiet
sheet of water, that forms the landlocked harbour of Onehunga
(pronounced Oney-hung-ha), the port for Auckland on the west
side. Mooring at the wharf, we were soon among friends. Brother
Tanfield was there, and sisters Walker and Leitch, and I think
one or two others. The train for Auckland (about eight miles
distant) came alongside, and whisked us away to the beautiful
city, which vies with Sydney and Hobart, as having the most
beautiful harbour in the colonies.

We were to be brother Tanfield's guests, who lives on the
Devonport side of the harbour, so we had to get into a steam
ferryboat for a sail of about two-and-a-half miles, which was
done in fifteen or twenty minutes. Landed on the other side, we
were soon under brother Tanfield's godly roof, where we made
the pleasant acquaintance of his wife, who is also in the Faith,
and the intelligent and hearty abettor of all her husband's ways
in the Truth. We were also pleased to become acquainted with
their large and interesting family, of whom there is hope that
they also will embrace the hope of Israel.
Sunday, July 24, MEETINGS AT AUCKLAND

Next day (Sunday), we crossed in the morning to the breaking
of bread, and remained over for the day, under sister Walker's
lively roof. In the evening there was a lecture on "The Resur
rection of Christ." There was a large audience, in spite of the
driving rain.

The meeting was near a large new chapel that has been built
by the Conditional Immortalists—a somewhat numerous body
of people, who have discarded the grosser features of sectarian
darkness, but who refuse submission to the claims of the Truth in
the fulness of its harmonious doctrines, and practical obligations.
They considered the Truth "narrow"—^which Jesus said it was.
They prefer liberty and numbers. This is convenient for the time,
but "what will ye do in the end thereof." They are tainted with
partial inspiration. This will rot them away to nothing at last.

The Truth has had many difficulties to encounter in Auck
land, but there is every appearance of better times in store.
Brother and sister Tanfield are great acquisitions, and there
are buddings of fruit in other directions.
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Tuesday, July 26,1898—A QUICK TRIP TO NGARUAWAHIA:
BRO. STARR

Finding there was no other public appointment till Thursday,
a need having arisen for my running over to Melbourne before
sailing for England, I began to wonder whether we could not put
Ngaruawahia into the blank days instead of waiting till next
week, and so getting away a week sooner. Ngaruawahia (which
we tried to remember by thinking of the narrow way, eh ho!)
is a small township about 80 miles to the south of Auckland,
reachable by rail—^where dwells an excellent family circle in
the Truth by the name of Starr. By telegraph we ascertained it
would be possible to hasten the lectures there by a week, so we
started on Tuesday morning and got there in four hours.

Ngaruawahia is one of the quiet corners of the earth. Its
leading features are a river, a hill range, wooded to the summit
on the west, a railway bridge crossing the river, a few houses,
and a wide wooded plain to the east—a strange place for the
Truth to have got to. We stayed at the house of young brother
Starr—married a few months previously to one of the daughters
of brother Connolly, of Auckland. (By the way, they told me this
marriage was the result of my last visit to New Zealand. I was
all unconscious. How could it be if I knew nothing of it? A riddle
that I daresay some may guess.)
TRAGEDY IN THE CONNOLLY FAMILY: ̂lAY HOLD ON LIFE"

I found the family under the shadow of a great and recent
grief. A son of brother Connolly had been killed by the falling
of a tree in this neighbourhood. Brother Connolly had taken up
300 acres of bush-land near Ngaruawahia for his two sons, and
they had been nearly two months engaged clearing the timber,
when this accident happened.
What made it specially sad was that the youth was interested

in the Truth, but had not made that submission which he had
intended. The other son was there during our stay, but had lost
all heart in the work in which they had been jointly engaged.
Time will heal all wounds. There may be a blessing in the evil,
not at present visible. The rest are quickened, at all events, in
their resolution to "lay hold upon eternal life."
TWO LECTURES (TUES. AND WED.): PRESBYTERIAN
OBJECTIONS

There were two lectures—^the one on "The Coming" and the
other on "The Kingdom" of Christ—^held in the Hall of the place.
Brother Starr Sr., presided. There was not a large audience
judged by ordinary places, but considering the bad state of the
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weather (for it rained and thundered heavily), and considering
also that there had been only one day's notice of the meetings,
the attendance was wonderful.

At the first meeting a Presbyterian preacher was present, and
could not restrain the antagonism stirred within him by what
he heard. He shouted a question in the midst of the lecture. I
said it would be time for questions at the close, but at the close
he rose and said I had proved nothing, I had refused to answer
questions.

I could only say that I had advanced nothing without ample
proof.

'Tes," said he, "to your own satisfaction."
"Well," said I, "whose satisfaction, other than my own, should

I speak to.?"
"I ought," he said, "to speak to other people's satisfaction

also."

I said I had done so in thousands of cases, all over the world.
All this time he was moving out, and finally disappeared through
the door. It was supposed he would return in full panoply next
day, but he left the place by the midday train. It was said he
was a preacher belonging to Huntley, an adjacent town.
Thursday, July 28, 1898—RETURN TO AUCKLAND: A LEC
TURE

We left Ngaruawahia on Thursday morning, July 28th, and
returned to Auckland in time for the evening lecture in the
Oddfellows' Hall, on "The Kingdom of Christ." The night was
very tempestuous, but there was a good audience.

(To be continued, God willing)

Be Ye Therefore Perfect
By BRO. G. V. GROWCOTT

'"Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever
I command you" {in. 15:14).

MATTHEW CHAPTERS FIVE TO SEVEN

I have been always strongly impressed that these three
chapters are the living and vital heart of the Truth. If we are
familiar with these teachings and sincerely trying to obey them
at all times, we are on the way of life. If we are not, we have no
chance of life.

These three chapters, commonly known as the "Sermon on
the Mount," contain forty commands. They are presented in
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various ways, but are all actually commands of Christ, to which
he refers when he says (Jn. 15:14)—

'Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you."
He sums it all up in his final words. If we hear and do, we

build on rock, and will stand forever. If we hear and do not, we
build on sand—our house will collapse and fall.

Let us consider some of these commands in order—

"Blessed are the poor in spirit."
Or, as a command—

"Be poor in spirit."
This is perhaps the most striking command of the whole ad

dress. The word "poor" here means the lowest degree of abject
poverty and destitution. It means beggar.

"Spirit" is disposition. The "poor in spirit" are those who fully
realize the true destitute status of perishing mortal man, as
compared to glorious and eternal things. What is man?—dust,
a vapor, a breath, a shadow, with an urgent, desperate, cr5dng
need for the help and strength of God.

Those who perceive this are blessed, happy; they have taken
the first step toward immortality.

■k "k

"Blessed are they that mourn."
Or, more simply—

"Be mourners."
The blessing does not include aU mourners, any more than

the first does all poor. It is those who mourn in the right way for
the right things; those who have deep fellow-feeling for others'
sorrows—^for the burden of the sorrow of this sad world; those
who realistically face the facts of life—

"It is better to go to the house of mourning than to go to the
house of feasting:"

"For that is the end of all men; and the living will lay it to his
heart" (^cc. 7:2).

It does not conflict with the command to "Always rejoice!" Paul
said (2 Cor. 6:10) that he was "sorrowful, yet always rejoicing;
poor, yet making many rich."

k  k k

"Be meek" (5:5).
Meek means yielding, gentle, mild, patient, calm, and soothing;

not aggressive or self-assertive or bossy; cheerfully putting up with
wrong and present disadvantages for the sake of eternal good.

Meek people are self-controlled people and they have great
power for good influence. It is a training in controlling the flesh.
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It is the attitude that can best help others.
•k -k -k

"Hunger and thirst after righteousness" (5:6).
Hunger and thirst—^the basic, most essential needs and de

sires. The blessing is for those whose whole hearts' desire is not
for personal gain or advantage or pleasure, but for righteousness
and holiness and godliness—^in themselves and throughout the
earth.

•k k k

"Be merciful" (5:7).
In Nazareth Revisited, bro. Roberts strongly emphasizes the

necessity of keeping all these teachings in balance. We may tend
to over-emphasize those that naturally appeal to us, and give
others insufficient weight.
An adamant, forceful stand for righteousness is essential,

but equally so is mercy and compassion and patience and un
derstanding. We are fighting sin—^the common enemy. We are
not fighting people. People we are trying to win and save.
We naturally tend to be very critical of the errors of others,

and very compassionate to our own. Let us reverse the process.
It is much more healthy and productive and scriptural.

k  k k

"Be pure in heart" (5:8).
The saddest aspect of the perverted morality of these last

dark days of human ignorance is that corruption and vulgarity
are being glorified as reality and honesty, and deeper bondage
to the fiesh is heralded as emancipation and freedom. Decency
and purity are condemned as prudery and hypocrisy.

Truly the world is full of hypocrisy, as the new generation
of rebels says, but the problem is not solved but worsened by
destroying the good things that the world is hypocritical about.

More than ever it is essential that we, as Christ's brethren,
realize and emphasize that purity and cleanliness of heart and
deed and word and thought are as vital and important and
desirable and timely as ever.

The Bible—God's Word—^is the only standard of right and
wrong, purity and impurity, cleanliness and filthiness, wisdom
and folly. Without this standard, man steadily degenerates to the
beast, though he glorifies his corruption with high sounding words.

k  k k

"Be peacemakers "(5:9).
Peace can only be built on one foundation: "First pure; then

peaceable. ""The work of righteousness shaU be peace" (Isa. 32:17).
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"There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked" (Issl. 57:21).
But the emphasis here is on the desire and effort for peace and

harmony and reconciliation: the basic bent of the mind—devel
oped through meditation on God's Word—to seek to harmonize
conflicts, to reconcile estrangements, to remove barriers of mis
understanding and enmity. To accomplish these things, there
must be complete renunciation of self and personal desire.

Christ in perfect self-sacrifice, made peace by the blood of the
cross, reconciling and uniting Jew and Gentile in one New Man
in himself.
He is the great example of bringing reconciliation to others

by personal holiness in himself. He reconciled men to each other,
and mankind to God.

•k -k -k

"Rejoice and be exceeding glad when you are privileged to suffer
for righteousness*sake, for great is your reward in heaven."

Suffering is not to be rejoiced in for its own sake, or from
self-pity. That, though common, is fleshly perversion. It is to be
healthily and intelligently rejoiced in as a necessary means to a
glorious end—as an assurance and evidence that God is working
in us and through us to accomplish His divine purpose.

"Be ye the salt of the earth."
Our responsibility in all we do or say is to be an element of

purity and soundness in an increasingly corrupt and degener
ating world.

We are to be the element that keeps God from destroying the
whole, as in the Flood, or Sodom and Gomorrha.

But if the salt has lost its freshness and tangy saltiness, what
good is it? This is our zeal and dedication and fervent activity
for good toward all, without which we are nothing.

k  k k

"Be ye the light of the world."
A high commission indeed! Similar to the salt, but a different

aspect. The salt is the preserving influence, the inner striving
and prayer, the life of godliness and purity.

The light is the manifestation, the guidance, the enlighten
ment, the beacon pointing the way in the darkness of human
night.

Let your light shine that men may glorify God. Our lives and
testimonies must be a manifestation to lost and groping mankind
of the reality and desirability and beauty of holiness.

k  k k

"Think not that I am come to destroy the Law" (5:17).
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The Law of Moses demanded perfect holiness. The Law drew
a sharp line between clean and unclean. The Law, said Paul,
was "holy, just and good."

The common idea is that Christ came to lower the require
ments, so that man could get life with less effort and less incon
venience—^to sweep away all the flesh-crucifying rules under a
big, blind, blurred blanket of tolerance and indulgence, falsely
described as "love."

Nothing could be further from the Truth—
'"Whoso shall break one of the least of these commandments

shall be called least in the Kingdom of Heaven"
"Except your righteousness exceed the righteousness of the

Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the Kingdom
of heaven" {^'.20).

In the eyes of the people, the Scribes and Pharisees were
the very pinnacle of righteousness, but it was a superficial and
external fulfilling of the Law. Jesus is about to expound a deeper,
infinitely more searching and piercing law. He is going to bring
out the real spirit of the Mosaic Law, showing how much further
it goes with its commands into the innermost heart of man.

"But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother
(without a cause) shall be in danger of the judgment" {b:22).

The Law says, "Thou shalt not kill." I say, in expounding the
Spirit of the Law, that thou shalt not be angry at anyone, for
anger is simply murder locked up in the heart.

"Without a cause" is not in the best manuscripts. The Revised
Version and Diaglott and all modern versions omit it. It destroys
the whole force of the command. The command is not—

"Thou shalt not be angry without a cause"
But—

"Thou shalt not be angry—Period."
Anger is the prerogative of God, and we are not God,
In man, anger is loss of control, loss of perspective, a victory

for the mind of the flesh. We can accomplish nothing good when
we are angry. We lose all influence for good. Anger is infantile
immaturity—

"The wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God."
•k ie -k

"Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there remem-
berest that thy brother hath ought against thee;"

"Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be
reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift."

If you are aware that your brother has anything against
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you; is in any way estranged or upset (regardless of whether it
is justified or not); the command of Christ is, "Be reconciled."

Jesus does not discuss where the fault may lie. That is unim
portant. The important part is—Seek reconciliation, continually,
always. Not just go through the motions once or twice, like a
technical Pharisee. He says—^be reconciled: keep at it; never
give up the effort.

If these commands were obeyed, there could be no ecclesial
problems. If they are not obeyed, says Christ, we are just build
ing all of our life-long efforts on the sand of the flesh.

*  * *

"If thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out" (5:29-30).
In all these commands, we must get at the deep principles

that underlie them. They are all far deeper and more broadly
applicable than the specific form in which they are worded. But
this does not lessen their power, but enforces it.

Christ here is clearly using the right eye and right hand
to emphasize the extreme urgency of putting away anything,
however precious to us, that might hinder us in the race for life.

This principle, faithfully carried out, would eliminate many,
many things from our encumbered lives, and release much time
and money and energy for the work of the Lord. Are we building
on rock or sand?

-k * -k

"Swear not at all. Let your communication be Yea, yea and
Nay, May" (5:34-37).

Various reasons are given. One is the complete helplessness
of weak, mortal man to control anything or make any certain
determination for the future. But the deepest reason—

"For whatsoever is more than this—a simple affirmative—
Cometh of evil."

Speech is a very important aspect of godliness. Control of the
tongue is essential to pleasing God. We must learn that every
word we utter is important and related to our salvation—

"For every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give
account thereof at the judgment."

What a terrible volume of condemnation we are building up
for ourselves with our idle and often malicious chatter!

If we hope for life, every word must be carefully checked and
weighed.

*  * *

"Resist not evil" (5:39).
This goes very, very deep. Of all the commands this is perhaps

234 Berean2018



the most directly contrary to both the reactions and the wisdom
of the flesh.

Why not resist evil? Why not rather flght evil with every
possible means available? First, because it is so commanded.
We must obey rather than question. But still we must question
to the extent of tr3dng to get the fullest value and purpose of
the command.

The present world is built on violence. All governments were
established by violence. If we resort to any force, or even threat
of force, we are identifying ourselves with the violent world, the
"Eungdom of men."

We are making their violence our tool and ally. The threat of
naked violence lies behind all the world's "legal" processes, and
gives them power.
We are called out to be separate—Charmless sheep in the midst

of a world of wolves.

The fact that this command to resist not evil is directly op
posed to the strongest and most vicious motion of the flesh is
one big, obvious reason for the command. The whole purpose
of our present probation is to overcome the flesh and train the
Spirit.

But there is a deeper and more constructive and positive
reason. It is given in verse 45—

"That ye may be the children of your Father, for He maketh
His sun to rise on the evil and on the good."
Why does God send His rain on the just and on the unjust?

Because His present loving purpose is to call men to life, to call
sinners to repentance. And to be His children, this must be our
whole purpose of life. Everything must be subordinated to this,
for the present.

There are two ways of life—^the way of self-assertion and
self-advantage; and the way of manifesting love and goodness
toward all with a view to awakening love and goodness.

We cannot be half-and-half. We must make our choice between
them. Christ is the perfect example of the way of love. He went
through life completely unselfish, completely unresisting, and he
has had more influence for good than all other men put together.

The non-resistant. Christlike life is the only pattern of life, if we
desire to do eternal good. Truly a time of judgment upon evil will
come, and if we are worthy, we shall be used with Christ to carry
out God's will at that time, and estabhsh the universal triumph
of righteousness, but our present duty is to try to win men to God
by the Christlike way of good for evil.
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"If any sue thee at the law, and take thy coat, let him have thy
cloak also" {b:AG),

Not just resist not evil, but give to the evil more than they de
mand. Is it folly? Or is it the highest and most beautiful spiritual
wisdom, so far above the mind of the flesh that the flesh cannot
even comprehend it?
Do we—^in deed, word, and thought—obey this command to yield

to the evil more than they take from us? Or are we still foolishly
building on the sand of worldly thinking?

-k * -k

"Give to him that asketh of thee, and from him that would borrow
of thee turn not thou away" {b:A2).

Some day, perhaps very soon, we must face the man who gave
us these commands, and who said he would measure our love for
him by them.
We know in our heart whether we are being obedient to them,

or whether we are allowing the mind of the flesh to water them
down and explain them away, or ignore them altogether.

•k k k

"Love your enemies; bless them that curse you; do good to them
that hate you;pray for them that persecute you" (^\A4).

These are very wonderful, powerful words. Many have been
won from evil to the way of life by a Christlike example. Infinitely
many more, of course, have not, but they do not count. They are
just part of the perishing background of the glorious divine plan.
God is drawing a precious few out of the innumerable multitudes
of the ages unto Himself, and the magnet is this free, glorious,
unmerited, spiritual love of which we are called to be a part.

k  k k

"Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect"
(5:48).

Does he really expect us to be perfect? What he expects—^what
he demands—^is that we strain every effort in that direction. He
requires no more than the very best we can do, but he will accept
no less.

The command leaves us absolutely no excuse for relaxing our
efforts at any point short of perfection. The great example that is
set before us in this verse is God Himself, and as those who aspire
and claim to be His children, we must always strive to be like Him.

k  k k

"Take heed"—be very careful—"that ye do not your alms before
men: let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth."

Some, in justification of parading their virtues, have tried to
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see a contradiction between this command and the one to—

"Let your light so shine that men may see your good works and
glorify your Father
But the wise will see no contradiction. The light must shine. We
must manifest to men at every moment and in every contact the
best example we can of the Christlike life.

But in the matter of doing individual good to others, every effort
must be made at privacy and secrecy.

Why? The reason given is, "Otherwise ye have no reward of your
Father." Why not, if we are sincerely tr5dng to do good to others,
as commanded? Because (Mat. 6:2) such as do it openly have their
reward already.

All who have studied the human heart—^both their own and
others—^in the light of God's Word, will recognize that any avoid
able publicity of good deeds has an element of self-glory which
immediately makes it ugly and offensive to God.

*  * *

'When thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and pray to thy Father
in secret" (6:5).

The same with prayer. Personal prayer should be in utter pri
vacy. The shghtest trace of display or show is abomination.

*  * *

'When ye pray use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do; for
they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking."

And public prayer, especially, should be simple, brief and unem-
bellished. Mere repetition, he says, is vain and worldly. We must
always remember, with deep reverence, that we are talking to
God in reality and sincerity, and not giving a public performance
to influence and impress others. (Tb he continued, God willing)

Jesus On the Sea of Galilee
By BRO. W. J. PICKFORD

"Now it came to pass on a certain day," or, as the Diaglott
puts it, "on one of the days," "that he went into a ship with his
disciples; and he said unto them, 'Let us go over unto the other
side of the /a/2e"(Lk. 8:22).

Thus Jesus withdraws himself from the crowds, yet still
associated with the little flock of his Father's pasture. What
a great bearing this should have upon us as we meet week
to week, withdrawn from the hustle and bustle of everyday
life—in the world but not of it.
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In like manner, according to the words of the Lord Jesus,
"Let us go over unto the other side,"that we might have sweet
communion one with another, as we draw away from those
things on the other shore.
A thought stirs our mind as we contemplate our own course

across the troubled waters of our present existence, with the set
purpose that we might reach the fair haven on the other side
in the Kingdom of God.

The way is narrow, we are told, and the gate is straight; but
so has it been arranged by Him who knows what's best—

"The Kingdom that I seek, is Thine; so let the way that leads
to it he Thine; else I must surely stray."

The destiny that awaits us all if we are faithful is the King
dom of God. It will be glorious because all of its appointments,
including the way into it, are His. Yet we go not our way alone;
for as Jesus called others to him to walk with him in all his

work, so has he given us each other that together we may say
as the Master did, "let us" do such and so. Our work here is
successful only as it lends itself to the co-operation and support
of our brothers and sisters.

"And they launched forth. "Thus, gaily the ship sped over the
sea. But suddenly there came about a great change, as Jesus
lay sleeping in the boat—

"There came down a storm of wind on the lake; and they were
filled with water, and were in jeopardy."
We see the counterpart of this in the lives of the brothers and

sisters. All may seem well, peace is the order of the day among
us, and unity and love. Then suddenly storm and stress break
out among us in the many trials and afflictions that arise, and
we find the need for drawing nigh to him who rebuked the winds
and stilled the waters.

"Where isyourfaithV^esns asked them. And so, may we ask
ourselves the same question when we falter in the way and fail
to put our trust in God.

Jesus was asleep from exhaustion, but not as one of the sons
of night; for the words that he spoke and the life that he lived
were of light and life. Thus, in the words of hymn 21—

"Thy foot He'll not let slide, nor will He slumber that thee
keeps; Behold, He that keeps Israel, He slumbers not nor sleeps."

As storms come upon us, and we seem ready to perish, let
us remember the words of the Lord Jesus—

"Seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and His righteousness;
and all these things shall be added unto you" (Matt. 6:33).
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God is not unmindful of His children. It is not their part to
presume upon His goodness, but to walk in His ways and re
member that with every trial he will make a way of escape for
us if we cast our cares upon Him. Let this mind be in us that
was in Job who said in great confidence and faith of the work
of the Creator—"God is our refuge and strength, a very present
help in trouble" 46:1).

It was revealed to Job that God shuts up the sea with doors
and says—"Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further: and here
shall thy proud waves be stayed" {3oh 38:11).

As Jesus rebuked the winds on the lake, and they ceased and
there was a great calm; so will it be when he comes again. The
wicked sea of nations and people that cast up mire and dirt will
be rebuked, and the time will come when he will speak peace to
them and bring about a great calm among them. As it is written
in Psalm 72:7—

"In his days shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of
peace so long as the moon endureth."

In our day we see the sea and waves roaring; men^s hearts
failing them for fear of those things that are coming on the earth.
Let us not be afraid, for out of the present unrest there will come
peace, a glorious peace like the world never had before. As the
apostle John saw the symbol of this peace, in the days to come,
it is likened to a sea of glass.

Jesus when he comes will still the storm of wickedness and
sin, and establish in its place a glorious era of righteousness and
peace.

"Change is our portion now! Yet, midst our changing lot, midst
withering flowers and tempests drear, there is—that changeth
not; Unchangeable Jehovah's Word, I will be with thee, saith the
Lord."

We see today and throughout the world this truth re
vealed—"Like floods the angry nations rise and aim their rage
against the skies; Vain floods that aim their rage so high; at his
rebuke the billows die.

"For ever shall his throne endure; His promise stand forever
sure, and everlasting holiness becomes the dwelling of His grace."

Brethren and sisters, in the trials that afflict us; in the uncer
tainty of things that are round about us, let us ever be mindful
of the great hope before us. And let us endeavor to make all our
ways be in subjection to the glorious will of God, that we may be
blessed in that glorious day, when in truth it shall be said again
by Jesus—"Peace be still! Peace be still!"
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Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy
Tb be continued next month, God willing

The Blind Mass And The Believing Few
ByBRO. R. ROBERTS

On several notable occasions, God has interfered in the affairs
of men. Upon all these occasions the interference was looked for
by a few, and indicated by signs not discernible by the world at
large.

Our own near relation to a greater interference than any in
the past, makes it profitable to look back, that we may learn the
lessons of a waiting attitude.

•k -k -k

A certain old man, who was a pilgrim and a stranger and who
worshipped an unknown God, went down with his family under
perfectly natural circumstances to a certain strange country. It
was a prosperous country, and a powerful country in its day. That
old man, when the years of his pilgrimage had reached 147, went
to the dust.

His family increased to a nation—a nation within a nation—a
community living among the Egyptians, but not of the Egyptians.

THE TIME OF THE PROMISE

At the end of a certain 400 years—of which mention had been
made to that old man's grandfather—some of the more intelligent
of his descendants began to look up. They began to speak to one
another of the time of the fulfilment of the promises—the time
when they would no longer serve the stranger, but come out
from him with great substance and return to the land of their
fathers, to which, Joseph, d3dng, had commanded them to carry
his bones.

Knowing the time was near, they were intent on the signs of
the times. They looked for something to happen that would lead
to the promised redemption. The world at large saw nothing,
knew nothing, suspected nothing. The bulk of Israel were equally
unintelligent in the matter. The sun rose and set. The ordinance
of nature went quietly on. There was nothing unusual to be seen
on the surface, and those who looked only on the surface were
lulled by the apparent absence of indication.

THE KNOWN PURPOSE DEVELOPING

To such as were instructed, there were broad features char
acteristic of the situation and indicative of the divine purpose.
There was, in the first place, Israel in Egypt; in the next place,
Israel had been there a long time. In the minds of the discerning,
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these facts led to the expectation of Israel's deliverance from
Egypt, because they were part of a known program of which that
would be the upshot.

Upon the undiscerning, however, the opposite effect was pro
duced. Israel's presence in Egypt, in the capacity of bondmen,
was a familiar fact of long standing. It was to them a matter of
course, a something they had known from childhood, and which
brought with it no token of approaching change. They knew the
Hebrews as a race of bondmen, and as a race of bondmen they
expected they would remain.

A FEW WERE WATCHING
A very little band in Egypt were looking on with quite different

eyes. How large or small this group was does not appear—but
we know that Moses was one of them—^for at the age of 40 he
expected that his brethren would have understood how God
would deliver them by his hand (Acts 7:25). And we know his
father and mother were two more, for they had been the teachers
of Moses, of whom it is testified that %y faith he refused to be
called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to suffer
affliction with the people of God "And of them, too, it is testified
that—^by faith—they were not afraid of the king's commandment
(Heb. 11.23). They were, doubtless, of those who treasured the
word spoken by Joseph before he died. He said—

"God shall surely visit you; ye shall carry up my bones from
hence" {Gen, 50:24-25).

But there was nothing beyond general expectancy. God had
not spoken, and in the light they had, there was no revelation
of details. God had revealed nothing beyond the great fact that
deliverance would come at a certain time broadly indicated .. .

Moses fled out of the country and went away into the deserts of
Arabia, where he sojourned with a certain family for nearly forty
years. At the end of that time, while he was feeding the flocks at
the back of Horeb, as was his wont, the message of the Almighty
came to him. In the flaming bush, the God of Abraham, by His
angel, appeared, and gave the word of command which began
the work of setting up the kingdom of Jehovah in the midst of
the earth. Of this great event, no one knew. The interference of
God had commenced, and the world was ignorant of the fact.

Upon the strength of that message, Moses went to Pharaoh,
and began a series of operations which inflicted great judgment
upon the Egyptians, and delivered Israel. That was the first great
interference of which I wished to speak.

"WHO HATH BELIEVED OUR REPORT?"
The next occasion was the appearance of the Messiah in the

flesh—^the next greatest interposition of God in human affairs
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to the one we are now looking for. And who knew about that?
A very little band. There was nothing to tell of it to the people
who discerned not the signs of the times. Externally, the course
of things was apparently natural. Mary was delivered at the
end of nine months, but few were aware of the marvel, or were
looking for anything out of the natural course. There were one or
two like Anna and Simeon in expectation of the Lord's Anointed,
but the mass were undiscerning.

Thirty years after, John the Baptist appeared in the wilder
ness, but his appearance was not understood by many. Led by
the Pharisees, the people regarded him as a fanatic, yet that
fanatic was the man sent to prepare the way of the Lord. John
himself was one of the expectants. He knew not the Great One
through whom the Father was to show Himself to Israel. His
testimony was—

"There standeth one amongst you whom I know not, whose
shoe latchet I am not worthy to unloose, and I know Him not but
He who sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me,
upon whomsoever the Holy Spirit shall descend, the same is he
who baptizeth with the Holy Spirit."
By and bye this Great One was manifested to Israel, but what

was there in his appearance to excite common people who knew
nothing of God's Word? Nothing. Isaiah had said beforehand
(53:2)—

"He hath no form nor comeliness, and when we shall see him
there is no beauty that we should desire him."
He was a plain, grave, quiet man, teaching with an air of

authority, but not answering to the popular conceptions of the
Messiah. So little was there to appeal to the merely sensational
and sight-seeing order of mind that the multitude—^who for a
while were taken with the novelty of his miracles—joined in the
clamor for his destruction.

"He wa^ despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief. . . Who shall declare his generation, for
he was cut off out of the land of the living."

And what was there in that death which we meet to commem

orate, to mark that an extraordinary man had been nailed to the
cross? True, the heavens were overcast, darkness prevailed over
all the land, and the rocks rent. But in a few hours all agitation
subsided; apparently the power of the Jews had triumphed;
and yet that insignificant event—as it appeared to the common
eye—^was the greatest event the world has ever seen.
^WHEN YE SEE JERUSALEM ENCOMPASSED WITH ARMIES"

Subsequently to this, another event exemplified God's opera
tions where none could recognize it but those instructed. Jesus,
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while with his disciples in the flesh, foretold the destruction
of Jerusalem, and gave them directions for their individual
preservation—

"When ye see Jerusalem encompassed with armies, know that
the desolation thereof is nigh. Let them that are in Judea flee to
the mountains, for these be the days of vengeance" (Ldke 21:20-22).

This encompassing of Jerusalem with armies, he represents
as a divine visitation, for he speaks of it in parable as the Fa
ther "sending forth His armies to destroy the murderers of His
Son, and burn up their city."^ut he could not tell them when it
would occur. However, he gave them to understand it would be
in their generation, and that they were to deliver themselves by
flight when certain signs were visible. Well, Jesus went away,
and forty years transpired, and the disciples were looking for
the threatened disruption of the Hebrew commonwealth, as an
event necessary before the reconstitution could take place.

They well knew that the ministration of Moses, as existing
in the system of the Law, must pass away before that of the
Messiah could come into force; therefore it was to the disciples
a practical expectancy—^this looking for the passing away of the
then-existing constitution of things.

It was a something for which they looked before the Kingdom
of God could come. They did not know the length of time that
would elapse between one and the other; they knew the one would
follow the other, and probably thought it would do so immedi
ately—"they thought the Kingdom of God would immediately
appear. "There thoughts were concentrated upon their own day.

THE VISION TAERIED
Time went on. Things took their course, and, as Jesus had

predicted, the love of many waxed cold. Business, family cares,
persecution, and one thing and another, began to cool the ardor
of many who started well. Iniquity abounded. Hate came into
play. Social chaos prevailed, to the discouragement and subvert
ing of such as had no root in themselves, and were not training
themselves in spiritual development. The number of the faithful
became comparatively few; the signs of the times thickened; and
the hand of God appeared—but only to such as discerned.
An ordinary quarrel sprang up between the Jews in Je

rusalem and the Roman army that garrisoned the country.
As the result of the quarrel, Cestius the governor of Syria,
invested Jerusalem. The Jews resisted and by violent sorties
broke up the investment and drove the Romans out of the
country. The whole nation then revolted and appeared to
establish a successful defiance of Rome.
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APPEAEANCES

Unbelief said, "There! This is very like what you were looking
for, isn't it? Where is the destruction of Jerusalem? Where is the
promise of his coming?"

But the faithful reasoned the other way. They took warning
from the fact of Jerusalem having been surrounded. They took
this as the sign, and quietly retired. They as much as said this:
"The Jews are successful now, for which we were not looking, but
the city has been surrounded, and we know what that means."
And they accordingly left the city. Three years later, events
showed they were right. The very thing Jesus had foretold
occurred. Jerusalem was hemmed in and destroyed, and the
faithless perished with her. That is the third event that stands
out prominently, as a lesson for us who live in the neighborhood
of the most interesting manifestation of all.

THE TIME OF THE PROMISE AGAIN

[Over] eighteen hundred years have rolled away since Jesus
departed, leaving a promise that he would return. In the prophet
Daniel we have indications of the time and the purpose for which
Jesus will reappear viz.—^for the destruction of the political sys
tem represented by the fourth beast of Daniel 7, at the end of
the career of that part of the system that is represented by the
Little Horn.

These indications have been made intelligible by the unlocking
power of history, and we know we are near the great culmination,
when The Lord will be manifested as the little stone to smite Ne
buchadnezzar's image upon its clay and iron feet, bringing about
the disruption of the great despotisms of the earth, substituting
His own authority over all.

GREAT SWELLING WORDS

The time has gone drearily on. The fourth beast has slowly
developed itself in history. Its most remarkable feature has been
shining conspicuously in the political heaven for twelve centu
ries past—^the Little Horn with eyes; and the most remarkable
predicted performance of the Little Horn is of recent occurrence.
It has opened its blasphemous mouth and spoken "great words"
which have stunned the world with their audacity and been
followed by terrible calamity. It has declared the old infatuated
occupant of "St. Peter's chair" to be the incarnation of divine
wisdom in the earth, whose individual opinion is to be taken as
the settlement of all religious questions.

Then have we not seen the great sign that Jesus indicated
to his servant John in the Isle of Patmos—^the activity of the
frog-power toward the European nations, causing war. We have
seen this sign—this intermeddling of French diplomacy—^in
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operation for many years, and we see the result in the present
complicated state of European politics, the present confused
state of the world, the present armed conditions of the nations.

We do not know the exact time when the Lord will come, any
more than the disciples knew at the beginning of the Christian
era when Jerusalem was to be destroyed. The details are not
revealed, but we do know that WE HAVE REACHED JUST
THAT POINT OF TIME WHEN HE MAY COME ANY DAY

''Blessed is that servant whom his Lord, when he cometh, shall
find watching." —Christadelphian, 1871 (Berean 1949)

HAVE YOU READ: Anastasis"
(Continued)

Throughout this article bro. Thomas repeatedly emphasizes
the fact that the Saints, faithful and unfaithful, must emerge
from their graves in the 'mortal' state. He had already stated
1861, in Eur. I, p. 108—
"Jesus, then, like all his brethren, is to be considered in

two states, each state having a nature peculiar to it. In the
former state, ̂he was crucified through weakness;' but in
the after state wherein he now is, 'he liveth by the power
of the Deity (2 Cor. 13:4). In the former state, the flesh was
'the filthy garments; with which the SPIRIT-WORD was
clothed (Zech. 3:3); 'the iniquity of us all;' that was laid
upon him; 'the soul made an offering for sin' (Isa. 53:6,
10); but, as he now is, the filthy garments have been taken
away; 'his iniquity has passed from him and he is clothed
with 'change of raiment'."
"His flesh, thus designated, has been subjected to the

transforming energy of the radiant power of the Eternal
Spirit. By this energy his flesh has been transformed
into spirit, styled by Paul; 'spirit of holiness.' That is, a
nature in which there is no filthiness of flesh or spirit. It
is therefore HOLY SPIRIT NATURE; a nature, generated
out of the free spirit radiant from the Eternal Substance.
It is therefore like that substance, and hence consubstan-
tial with it. Begotten of spirit it is spirit; as that which
is begotten of flesh is flesh (John 3:6). Therefore Paul
speaks of the exalted Jesus, saying, 'he was made into
a life imparting spirit;' and elsewhere he styles him 'the
Lord the spirit'."
Wiile Anastasis was being prepared, we find a question being

raised, "Answers to Correspondents" 1866, p. 183, about
a "new idea" being advanced. This was apparently set forth by
one who believed in 'Immortal Emergence.' Bro. Roberts wrote,
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"There is no separate treatise on the resurrection in relation to
the judgment, that we are aware of." [There was shortly there
after, in Anastasis—E.F.H.]. 'Tou will find Dr. Thomas' views
on the subject in Eureka, Vol. II, pps. 238-241. The essence of
the 'new idea' is that it recognizes, and logically applies, under
the sanction of express constructive testimony, the apostolic
doctrine of judgment in relation to the household of Christ." It
was no new idea as far as the Truth was concerned. It was 'a
new idea,' foreign to those who held wrong doctrine.
In 1866, bro. Thomas re-edited Elpis Israel, (dated Dec., 1866).

In the Preface he wrote—

"The time has overtaken us in which the author found
it necessary, in Eureka, to expound more in detail so im
portant a consequence of the speedy and thief-like advent
of Christ. Some, who have no objection to resurrection in
general, are very much dissatisfied with it in its particu
lars. They contend—That the judgment of the righteous,
in which they are giving account of themselves to God, is
in the present life, after which they will have no account
to give—that the resurrection of an imperfect body is not
taught directly or indirectly in the word—that the righ
teous are not brought to judgment. That the Scriptures
teach positively and without reservation, that the righ
teous are raised incorruptible'."

To, this bro. Thomas said—
"The author believes, too, that the righteous are raised

incorruptible; but also, that the raising is not one instan
taneous event like the lightning's flash, but an order of
development, initiated in the dust, and ultimating after
judgment in incorruptibility and deathlessness of body."
In 1854, Herald, p. 36. bro. Thomas wrote of the Resurrected

Responsible—
"The mortal body that does the things is responsible

for what is done. It must therefore, give an account of
itself to Christ; and to do this, its dust must become body
again—animal body again. It is the same person with his
old habits of thought and action revived; so that when
he comes to give account of himself, he will be like Adam
before the Lord God, a faithful witness against himself;
unable, however willing, to conceal the truth. The Spirit
of God shall make alive your mortal bodies' says Paul: their
immortalization will be by transformation in the twinkling
of an eye, and subsequently to their post-resurrectional
appearing at Christ's tribunal—where the sentence of
blessedness will be consequent on their presentation as
'holy, unblameable, and unreproveable in God's sight;'
246 Berean 2018



otherwise they will retain their terminable nature, and
like Cain—become^cursed from the earth'."
In 1866, bro. Thomas wrote, Anastasis, p. 29 —^"Paul very

plainly tells the saints, in Rom. 8:11, 'the Deity who raised
up the Christ from the dead, shall also quicken their MOR
TAL BODIES by His Spirit. What then is necessary that
Paul's words may come to pass? Manifestly, that the saints
reappear as mortal bodies, so that when they have come
forth corruptible and mortal, 'THIS corruptible' may 'put
on incorruption, and THIS mortal,' may 'put on immortal
ity,' by the spirit or power of Deity, who quickens."
The Doctor maintained this teaching to the end of his life. All

the Doctors' writings from Elpis Israel, The Heralds, Eureka I,
Eureka II, Eureka III, Catechesis, and The One Great Offering,
are consistent with his excellent treatise in Anastasis.
In 1868—Eureka III—^the Doctor, in his final writing on this

matter, pps. 704-05, "No More Curse," states—
"The occasion of the curse was the transgression of the

divine law by the "very good" nature formed in and of the
dust of the ground. To abolish the curse, then, is equivalent
to the abolition of the nature cursed with sorrow, toil, dis
ease, and death. The body of Jesus, and the bodies of the
approved saints, in resurrection, require to be justified,
rectified, purged, or perfected, by the all-absorbing spirit:
which makes every atom of their substance instinct with
incorruption and life; in other words, transforms them to
spirit."
Bro. Thomas never changed from this foundation truth. It was

his thesis and clearly defined doctrine all through Anastasis and
all other writings. Mortal man dies, he rises in mortahty from the
grave, the law of sin and death still part of his constitution. Its
removal is predicated on the account he renders at the tribunal
of his Master.

Every true Christadelphian should read this work, slowly and
carefully; without preconceived reasonings, being sure of a clear
understanding of each statement made by bro. Thomas. He wrote
^astasis because of "the importance of the subject, the little
information possessed upon it, the nearness of its development,
and the 'signs of the times' indicative thereof."
130 years later we also urge you to read of this vital doctrine

of our physical constitution when appearing at the judgment,
and the purpose of our imperative presentation before Christ.
False ideas have invaded the body of believers during its history.
This is evident from Christadelphian records since 1847. This
subject is a doctrinal matter. It is part of saving Truth. These
errors have been the cause of separation of many brethren and
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sisters in the past. False crotchets have spun off from the theory
of Immortal Emergence. They are incorporate in Non-Resurrec-
tional-Responsibility teaching; in the theory of passing out of
Adam and into Christ at baptism; in the teaching that Adamic
Condemnation—the Law of Sin and Death—is removed by
death, and that the living responsible are 'changed' to a Very
good' condition, prior to their judgment. All THESE declare that
the responsible are free from the law of Sin and Death at the
Judgment Seat of Christ.
True Christadelphian doctrine teaches that God's purpose in

Christ, is, MORTAL nature being changed from its condemned
condition, when and "ONLY IF" approved by Christ Jesus,
through the mercy of the Father, as a reward for faithfully adher
ing to the truth, and obedience in walk and conduct. Otherwise
the second death awaits all rejected.
May we be wise in this our day of opportunity, to deeply study

the purpose of God, change our lives, and press on toward the
mark for the prize of our high calling in Christ Jesus. If the
judgment was near in bro. Thomas' day, it is now 150 years
nearer.

"Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my
voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with
him, and he with me" ̂ ev. 3:20).—E.F.H,

Ecclesial News (Continued from page 218)

fourth chapter shows us the two kinds of worship practiced by
humans up to now. Like Cain, we are lovingly warned to worship
acceptably by following what God has revealed and not what man
has devised. Internet and social media has enabled quick and
easier communication amongst humans and with this quick and
easier spread of doctrinal errors, e. g. Theistic evolution and clean
flesh theory. We are wise if we heed the warning unto the end.
At the close of the study, we were jojfful to witness a good

confession of faith from sister Sophie Mackljuie Matifari from
Nairobi. She had been baptized by another group but in close
study with our brother Amos Kunani working at Nairobi. She
was welcomed into fellowship during the memorial service of
31st December 2017. We pray that God will keep her safe during
her probationary walk zionwards.
God willing, we intend to have our next annual study on 26-

30 December 2018. During this time we hope to concentrate
our feeble minds on the theme of "The Life and Ministry of our
Lord Jesus" as provided in the gospel book of Matthew. Any
sound notes on the book will be appreciated. A warm welcome
is extended to all to join us during this session. Your brother
on behalf of the Webuye Berean ecclesia—Shawn Tyler
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One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Continued from page 252)
the law and the testimony could give, are contained in the
writings of Dr. Thomas. To his valuable aid, we are indebted,
for the true light of the Scriptures, concerning this glorious
name—^"Tahweh-Elohim." If the humble effort presented in this
little book may be instrumental in aiding any to more easily
comprehend the grand doctrine concerning the Name of Deity,
the writer will have reason to be thankful (E. J. L.).

*  * *

THE Christadelphian contribution to the Palestine Colonization continues
to be mentioned in the Christadelphian. From several letters received by
bro. Roberts from Lawrence Oliphant (who was directing the contribution
in Palestine to the Jews), we find a detailed run-down on the use of the
money forwarded. As an example, the money was used for the purchase of
land, for the support of several groups of extremely poor Roumanian and
Russian Jewish colonists, and for other very poor Jewish settlements in the
land. Mr. Oliphant, in one of his interesting letters to bro. Roberts, states—
I propose to put upon 100 acres two families consisting of 18
souls, the remaining 50 acres to be dealt with later. To each of
these families, besides giving them 50 acres of land to be paid
for by instalments, I propose to lend money to enable them to
house themselves. This timely help will give the colony just
the start it requires to carry it over its present difficulties,
and the two new families will, I hope, be a considerable source
of strength to it. At the village of Meiron, I found six Jewish
families in the utmost distress, in consequence of all their
oxen having died of an epidemic. As I think it of the utmost
importance that agriculture by Jews should be encouraged,
as the real hope of the people, I decided to purchase two yoke
of oxen for these people, and their expressions of gratitude at
so unexpected a relief from their miseries was most touching.

Upon receipt of these letters which bro. Roberts printed in the magazine,
he made the following comments to inform the brethren and sisters-
It will be seen that the sum of £300 contributed by the breth
ren has now been all appropriated—and appropriated in a
manner far beyond what the brethren could have anticipated
when they commenced their contribution. It is spent in the
Holy Land among the Jews by the hands of a gentleman
eminent both in the political and literary sphere, who dif
fers from the majority of public men in possessing a strong
interest in both the land and the people of Jehovah. If the
brethren had wished to bring about such an issue to their
efforts, they could not have contrived it. It has come about
in the providence of God.

-k * -k

(How true this is! All things, as they should be, come about in God's provi
dence! In the matter dealt with here by bro. Roberts, we can look back and
see how God used various individuals, as well as nations, to further His
plan. If there had not been such men as Oliphant, the money collected for
the Jewish cause would have been exceptionally difficult to distribute. But
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God provided the means, and the purpose was forwarded. It started small,
as so many things do, but it gradually increased until the nation of Israel
was established. Bible prophecy has been fulfilled and is still being fulfilled,
and will ultimately lead all to that great day when the Messiah of Israel shall
appear to make all things divinely right).

*  * *

IN the Signs of the Times for this month, the message still centered around
England, Egypt, Turkey, Armenia, Russia, and Palestine. The prominent
points that were made are—
ENGLAND AND EGYPT: Everything points to the consolidation
of England's position in Eg3rpt. Turkey which has occupied Egypt
for centuries, thus goes her way. The idea of England leaving
Egypt, which the Liberal Government has dangled before the eyes
of Europe for a year past, but which everybody scouted as absurd,
turns out to have been a political fiction, not an intentional one,
perhaps. Mr. Gladstone doubtless intended that British troops
and British dictation should finally be withdrawn from Egypt...
but events have been too strong for him. The revealed purpose of
God pulled one way, Mr. Gladstone's inclination another; to such
a contest there could be but one ending, and we behold it—^the
marvel of the age—^that with a Government. . . which detests
an Egyptian occupation, should find herself helplessly mistress
and occupant of the banks of the Nile.
RUSSIAAND TURKEY IN ARMENIA: Russia is strongly work
ing to get Armenia, though not having yet avowed her intentions.
The latest telegrams speak of the country being full of Russian
agents, who are fomenting the discontents of the people, which
they find to be very easy work. Nobody is helping the process as
much as the Sultan himself, who is adopting measures that look
very much like rushing headlong into ruin.
RUSSIA: Some people imagine that because Russia is burdened
with debt, her hands are tied from undertaking further military
enterprises. Plausible as the argument may appear to those who
have not watched the Muscovite, it is radically unsound. The very
fact that the condition of Russia is financially so desperate may
be an important factor in bringing about a fresh war.
PALESTINE: The Holy Land is still, as it has long been, an
important point between the East and West, a station which
far-sighted men would do well to occupy, in view of the develop
ment which the countries intermediate between the East Indies

and Christendom must sooner or later, and there are signs that it
will be sooner, undergo. The steady growth of Jewish agriculture
in Palestine, recorded in our present and recent numbers is of
the best augury for the future. The sober industry of Hebrews is
building up ... a most valuable possession in rendering fertile
again a land long wasted of her cultivators, but which only needs
the labour of man to regain her old importance.

*  * *

IN the Ecclesial News section, we note a couple of interesting events in bro.
Roberts' home ecclesia in Birmingham, England—
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Out of 500 or so brethren and sisters who compose the Birming
ham ecclesia, there are several who cannot come to the breaking
of bread in the morning. To meet their needs, arrangements
have been made to hold a small meeting for the breaking of
bread on Sunday afternoons (3:15 to 4:15 pm), in the large
room in Edmund Street, at the Publishing offices, occupied by
bro. Ashcroft during the week. The meeting will be considered
a part of the Temperance Hall ecclesia, and will be conducted
by the presiding brethren thereof, or substitutes. Perhaps from
25 to 30 may break bread together thus in the afternoons. The
half-yearly written examinations of the Sunday School took
place on Sunday, June 17; and it has been arranged to hold
the children's treat on Monday, July 30. The children will go to
Streetly, on the northern edge of Sutton Park.

*  * *

DIFFERENT Bible Lectures—

"The Crowned Heads of the Next Age"
"Worshipping the Creature"
"The Result of the Contest Between the Seeds of the
Woman and Serpent"
"Abraham's Faith not Followed by the Churches"
"Abel, Enoch and Noah"
"Melchizedek, King of Salem and His Great Anti-TVpe, Christ"
"The Earth, its Eternal Stability and Future Glory"
"Biology and the Bible"
"The Shadow of Death"

"Does the Present Condition of the World Religiously Answer
to the Predictions of the Prophets and Apostles?"

"Daniel and Darius"

"The End of this World and the Beginning of the Next"

June Answers—"Good"
1. Knowledge 21. Inditing
2. Food 22. Judgment
3. Devoured 23. Jerusalem
4. Courage 24. Doctrine
5. Comfort 25. God
6. Men 26. Stewards
7. Fruitful 27. Followers
8. Follow 28. Perfect
9. Behavior 29. Communicate

10. Fight 30. Report
11. Profession 31. Exercised
12. Confession 32. Maintain
13. Exhort 33. Peculiar
14. Shepherd 34. Pattern
15. Wine 35. Merry
16. Evil 36. Soldier
17. Servant 37. Foundation
18. Tidings 38. Part
19. Name 39. Nazareth
20. Ordered 40. Basket
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One Hundred & Thirty-Five Years Ago
The Christadelphian, July, 1883

BRO. Roberts indicated that a new book by bro. John Thomas' daughter, sis.
Lasius, was currently being printed. The following note explains the item-

Sis. Lasius, the daughter of Dr. Thomas, writes to say that she
has placed the MS. of a new book in the hands of the printer,
entitled, 'YAHWEH ELOHIM, THE MEMORIAL NAME."It
will make nearly 200 pages, about the size of the book "Patterns
of Things in the Heavens."

In the Introduction to her book, we find sis. Lasius' thoughts on the Memorial
Name, Yahweh. She says—

Exposition concerning this name, in all the beauty and accu
racy, which a deep knowledge of the original languages, and

(Continued on page 249)

BIBLE PUZZLE-"Who Was"

1. Man after God's own heart
2. The friend of God
3. The dreamer
4. Sons of thunder
5. The beloved physician
6. A goodly child
7. A man greatly beloved
8. A mighty man of wealth
9. Child girded with linen ephod
10. A choice young man
11. But a youth and ruddy
12. A virtuous woman
13. The Tishbite
14. Servant of Elisha
15. He driveth furiously
16. King of Tyre
17. Voice crying in wilderness
18. Governor of Judaea
19. Wife of Chuza
20. A doctor of the law

Abraham Elijah
Andrew Gains

Boaz Gamaliel

Candace Gehazi

Cornelius Hiram

Crispus James and John
Daniel Jehu

David Joanna

David John

Dorcas John the Baptist

21. Full of faith and power
22. Learned in wisdom of Egyptians
23. Queen of Ethiopians
24. Tabitha was called
25. Centurion, an Italian
26. Mother of John Mark
27. Well reported of by brethren
28. A seller of purple
29. Chief ruler of synagogue
30. An old disciple of Cyprus
31. Chief an of the island
32. A succourer of many
33. My helpers in Christ
34. Mine host
35. Centurion of Augustus'band
36. An Israelite indeed
37. A Pharisee, a ruler of the Jews
38. Brother of Mary and Martha
39. Disciple whom Jesus loved
40. Simon Peter's brother

Joseph Nicodemus
Julius Phebe

Lazarus Pilate

Luke Priscilla andAquila
Lydia Publius
Mary Ruth
Mnason Samuel

Moses Saul

Moses Stephen
Nathanael Timotheus
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