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Tribulation Worketh Patience
"Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things

which he suffered"-Hebrews 5:8.
It is God's method of perfecting character and laying the

foundation of lasting joy.
We may be quite sure there is no mistake about it. We may

be quite sure that God's way is the best. We may be quite sure
that goodness will be all the sweeter and salvation all the more
precious, and glory to God all the more fervent, for the pre
lude of suffering and weariness and waiting that goes before.

We know from experience that no one is ripe till he has
known trouble. He may be good, but he is unsympathetic. He
may be interesting, but he is not entirely disinterested.

There is always a degree of refined selfishness (and some
times not very refined) about those who have only known of
pleasure. Trouble, if there be the right stuff to work on, re
moves the dross of the character, subdues and purifies and
refines and ennobles, and makes fit for the kingdom of God.

Therefore it is that the community of the glorified saints,
as a whole, are described in the Apocalypse as "those who have
come out of great tribulation.-R.R.
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thanksgiving and worship and joy and love for Him and in
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Studies and Thoughts BY BROTHER JOHN THOMAS

THE TIME OF THE END
The Lord Jesus, then , comes first to Sinai, for before he can

enter the holy land "from Sinai", "from Seir", and "from Mount
Paran," he must come to the places named. He comes to Sinai
with ten thousands, who are styled by Paul in 2 Thess. 1:7,
angels ofhis power; that is, all power is given to him-all au
thority and ability to do whatever is appointed to be done, in
heaven and upon earth (Matt. 28:18). He is therefore omnipo
tent-"for to th is end he both died, and rose, and reviv ed, that
he might be Lord both ofdead and living ones" (Rom . 14:9).

Hence, everything that is done in "the time of the end," is
done by the power, or "energy, whereby he is able to subdue all
things to himself" (Ph il. 3:21 ).

But, it is not to be supposed, that so august and powerful a
prince would come to Sinai alone, or unattended, by minister
ing officials. All the Elohim of olden time, elohai kedem, have
been commanded to worship, and do service to him as their
Lord; for they are all public officials sent forth to do service on
account of those hereafter to inherit salvation (Psa. 97 :7; Heb .
1:6, 14). They are then his messengers, excelling in strength
who do his commandments, hearkening to the voice of his word;
his ministers that do his pleasure (Psa. 103:20, 21). Hence,
they are angels, or messengers, who execute his decrees and
therefore angels ofhis power.

He comes to Sinai with ten thousands of these. But what
brings him there with these angels of his power? This is an
swered in the words-"Thou, Eloah, wentest forth for the sal
vation of thy people , for salvation with thine Anointed" (Hab .
3:13).

Thy people; that is , first , "th ose who have made a covenant
with him by sacrifice" (the saints); secondly, for the salvation
of that people who shall be made willing in the day of his power
the twelve tribes ofIsrael (P sa, 50:5; 110:3). The saints are those
of the circumcision justified by belief of the things promised,
or covenanted, to the fathers, said covenant being confirmed
and brought into force by the death of the Seed; and those of
the circumcision and un circumcision who, since the crucifix
ion, are justified by belief of "the things of the Kingdom of the
Deity, and of the name of Jesus Christ" ; and have been im
mersed into him, and thereby became Abraham's Seed, and
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heirs according to the promise (Rom. 3:30; Acts 8: 12; Gal. 3:29).
These are the saints developed upon the principle of belief

of the "exceedingly great and precious promises" of Deity, both
during and since the times of the law. Multitudes of these are
"sleeping in the dust of the earth"; and a few living ones are to
be found in the British Empire and the States of America.

The dead saints, who are now lying in the dust of divers
and remote countries, are to be raised into renewed existence;
and, with the few that are alive, and have not tasted death,
are to be "gathered together unto our Lord Jesus Christ" (2
Thess. 2:1). "Gather my saints unto me" is the command; and
doubtless, the first to be fulfilled after his descent to Sinai.
This command of the Judge can only be delivered to the angels
of his power. This is their work in all the earth; for it is writ
ten-"He shall send his angels with a trumpet ofgreat sound,
and they shall gather together his chosen ones from the four
winds, from one end ofthe heavens to the other" (Matt. 24:31).

They will gather them to Sinai; for the prophet, who saw
Adonai Yahweh go forth with whirlwinds of the south, says
"YAHWEH my Elohim, all the saints shall come in with thee"
(Zech. 9:14; 14:5).

But, how can they enter the land of Palestine with Adonai
Yahweh, He who shall be lord, who comes from Sinai, and the
south, unless they were first gathered there unto him by the
angels of his power?

The angels had to do with his own resurrection, when he
was delivered from death by the glory of the Father; we con
clude therefore, that, while the saints are raised by the same
power, the application of that power in all individual cases will
be made by the angels of his power under his supremacy.

The "trumpet of great sound" is not necessarily a sound
making a stunning impression upon ears of flesh. It is the power
of the seventh trumpet, which has been sounding for seventy
years without arresting public attention. It is the power of
this period for the resurrection of the saints, which will be
loud enough for them to hear; for they respond to it and come
forth (In. 5:28, 29). An angel's whisper can wake the dead,
when breathed by the command of Him who is the resurrec
tion and the life. This would be a "great sound," though inau
dible to ears of flesh.

When the angels of the Lord's power shall have finished the
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gathering of the saints from one end of the heavens to the
other, they will have collected together "a cloud of witnesses, "
by whom will be concentrated in one general assembly the
living history of all ages and generations.

There will be Abel, Enoch, Noah, Shem, Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, Moses , Elijah, David, Daniel, John, and all the prophets
and apostles, with a multitude beside, that no man can number;
all in their day, intelligent in the Word, and zealous for the
Truth, in the service of which many are accounted fools, and
many lost their lives.

In the later ages of their separation from the nations, the
governments of the Gentiles, symbolized by the beast and his
image, made war upon them, and overcame them, or prevailed
against them (Rev. 13:7; 11:2,7; Dan. 7:21). But, now that the
Ancient of Days has come to Sinai, and they are gathered unto
him, and approved on the ground of having continued in the
faith, rooted and settled, and not moved away from the Hope
of the Gospel (Co], 1:22, 23); they are transformed, and be
come like Christ Jesus in all things, except that he is pre-emi
nent in rank and authority. They are "equal to angels" who
excel in strength (Luke 20:36 ).-Eur. 2:550

"THE GOD OF THE EARTH" AND "THE ANTICHRIST"
IDENTICAL

Thus, in this eleventh chapter (Rev.) two Deities are pre
sented to view; the one living and true Deity, styled in the C.v.,
"the God of Heaven," and his counterfeit and rival, called
"the God of the Earth." This is the Antichrist - ho antichristos.

The preposition anti in composition has the force of in
stead, equal to, like, corresponding to, counter, against, etc.
In the word antichrist , which is not a classical word, but one
especially coined by inspiration , it signifies AN Anointed One
substituted for THE Anointed One; and therefore an usurper
of the rights of the true. This is certainly a hostile position for
one to hold, and puts him in antagonism to Christ.

But an enemy to Christ is not the force of the word. It
signifies, as Mr. Elliott contends in his note upon antipope,
one occupying the true Christ's place, receiving his honors, and
exercising his functions . Thegerm which in after ages was fully
developed into the Antichrist was the denying the Father and
the Son (I John 2:22). This denial was in the sense of not con
fessing that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh (2 John 7) . All
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who held this damnable tradition (which in our time is an
article of "or th odoxy " so called) forsook the fellowship of the
apostles, and were thus manifested as antichrists.

"Ye have heard," says John, "that The Antichrist comes;
even now are there many antichrists. They went out from us,
but they were not ofus ," These were "false prophets," spirits,
or teachers, whose doctrine was "that of the Antichrist that
should come ; and even now already ," says John, "is in the world"
(1 John 4:3).

They confessed not, that he whom they called Jesus Christ
was a man in the flesh common to all mankind, which is sarx
amartias, Sin's flesh (Rom. 8:3). They maintained that he had
another kind of flesh , which was pure, holy, and immaculate.
They confounded his immaculate, or spotless, character, with
his maculate flesh. This was a fatal heresy; for if Jesus was
not crucified in the flesh common to us all, then "sin was" not
"condemn ed in the flesh, " as all the apostles taught; and there
has been as yet no sacrifice for sin, and consequently there
are no means of remission of sins extant.

This immaculate nature of J esus was the germ of the Catho
lic Apostasy headed up in the Antichrist, or Deity of the Earth.
All who taught the dogma were the founders of a New Reli
gion, and became its "Father s;" and all who received their
traditions became, with them, the Mystical Body of Antichrist,
whose Head is the Deity of the Earth. The immaculate nature
of Jesus, however, involved "the Fathers," and their "Father
of the Fathers"-pater pateron-in the necessity of transform
ing the mother of Jesus into an immaculate virgin-goddess
immaculate in her conception, and therefore not of the com
mon flesh of Jewish nature .

The Deity of the Apostasy was bound to decree this to avoid
the inconvenient questions, "Who can bring a clean thing out
of an unclean?" (Job 14:4) ; and, "How can he be clean that is
born of woman?" (J ob 25 :4). Job says, "Not one" can do this.

But this paragon of patience knew nothing of the Pope! He
undertook to accomplish Job's impossibility; for nothing is
impossible with the Great Blasphemer of the Deity of the
Heaven!! He decreed that the woman Mary was of clean and
holy flesh; and therefore the thing born of her was "a thing"
- spotless flesh untainted of Adam 's sin, though eph, ho pantes
emarton, in him all sinned, which an unsophisticated mind
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would suppose included all liable to death; Eli, Mary, her
mother, and Jesus all died , and must necessarily have been
included federally in Adam. But these considerations are no
difficulty with the Chi ef Sorcerer of "Christendom." His magic
wand, "thus I decree," transforms all lies into divine truths,
and the grossest absurdities into the sublimest and most ador
able mysteries!

Such is the Antichrist , once a formidable power in all Anti
christendom by which he was worshipped; but now, as the
phrase is "s tanding upon his last legs," a bye-word and a scorn
to millions. But, although the lines ofhis temporality are con
tracted almost to the limits of "the Seven Mountains," his
divine attributes are acknowledged by many nations, and
peoples, crazed and intoxicated by the wine administered to
them by the spiritual knaves who are devoted to his will.

Respect for this deified impropriator of the attributes of
"the Father and the Son," is, however, not wholly confined to
papists. The governments of Protestant peoples send their
representatives to his court; and subsidize his emissaries in
their states. Their schools are patronized by pious sinners of
"orthodox" antipapal "abominations; " who, being profoundly
ignorant of the history of "the God," or not believing its testi
mony, entrust the formation of their children's minds to his
spirituals, whose intoxicating superstition and blasphemy in
scribe "his mark in their foreheads," and prepare them for
drinking the wrath of God in the outpouring of his indigna
tion (Apoc. 14:9,10).

Many calling themselves protestants recognize the popes,
cardinals, bishops, priests, and such like , as christians; and
the church over which they preside as a true one, and the
Mother of all others . In such a recognition is abundant proof,
that they do not know what constitutes a christian; and that ,
consequently, they have no scriptural claim to the name them
selves.

The church of the Antichrist is undoubtedly the mother of
all protestant churches. This I would in no wise dispute; for
their dogmas are all stained with the "great things and blas
phemies" of his mouth. The fathers of protestantism, in a
qualified sense benefactors, were but the rebellious servants
of the Antichrist, who revolted from his authority, but held
on to many of his traditions.
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While they rejected Antichrist they did not submit to Christ;
but allied themselves with sinful princes and governors of the
court. The papal scheme of salvation was through penances
and works ofmerit; the Lutheran and its fellows, "justifica tion
by faith ALONE." These two schemes divide the Court of the
Gentiles. They are both equally false; and therefore, neither of
them "the power of God for the salvation of them that be
lieve."-Eur.2:617-627

Voyage To Australia And New Zealand
And Other Lands

(Contin ued)

Saturday, May 2nd-Miss Frew having called for me, we
walked together to the vestry of the church named, and found
Mr. Allanson waiting. We at once got into conversation, and
talked without pause for an hour and a half.

It was a sharp passage of arms. Mr. Allanson was an astute
antagonist, and he said I was the most ingenious man he had
ever met: this was by way of taking ofT the point of arguments
he could not answer.

By the end of our talk, I had driven him into the position of
disowning certain statements of Scripture on the ground that
they were the mistaken statements of the writers, who though
inspired, had been permitted to err. Mr. Allanson, having af
terwards in a public assembly given a version of the interview
in harmony with his own mortified feelings, I wrote, and the
brethren circulated the following account of it under the head
mg:-

"Brum magem Religion" and the "Mission" at Albury.
In an afternoon address, on Sunday, the 3rd May, in Albury,

on the western border of New South Wales, the "Rev." E.
Allanson, B.D., 'missioner,' made a violent attack on the
Christadelphians, whose faith he stigmatised with great em
phasis as 'Brummagem Religion.'

In the course of his address, he made allusion to an interview
which I had with him on the previous day, and made allega
tions concerning that interview that call for a correct state
ment at my hands.

The interview took place at the request of a young lady on
whom Mr. Allanson had called with a view to dissuade her from
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a contemplated retirement from the Church , and union with
the Christadelphians.

I would not have felt at liberty to say anything about that
conversation, had not Mr. Allanson thought proper to make it
public on the occasion referred to.

I do not find fault with him for speaking his mind before a
congregation, because it is natural he should seek relief for his
feelings under the logical stress to which he was subjected at
our interview. Nor can I altogether marvel that he should so
energetically represent its result as disastrous to me; because,
imagining himself to be in the right, he could not do otherwise
than fancy he had overthrown that to which he is opposed as
the wrong.

Nevertheless, I cannot but regard the vehemence and pub
licity of his denunciation as an indication of the conscious force
with which he was hit. It is certain that what passed at the
interview, instead of being of the disastrous character to
Christadelphianism that he alleged, had the effect of dismiss
ing all final hesitation from the mind of the young lady in
question as to the duty of identifying herselfwith the thing he
so fiercely denounced.

One thing struck her, as she afterwards said, that while I
quoted Scripture all the time, Mr. Allanson rarely did any
thing but bring forward Church authority.

* * *
On being introduced to Mr. Allanson in the vestry of 'St.

Matthew's ' Church, by the young lady (no one else being
present), I said I was afraid I was somewhat of an intruder. He
cordially said, 'Not at all.'

I said I had come at the young lady's request, not knowing
exactly with what object.

He said he understood the object was that we should unite
in dissuading her from her contemplated step until she had
thoroughly and maturely considered matters. He hoped I would
see the wisdom of that advice.

I replied that if she had not been studying the matter for six
months (I have since discovered she had been studying for two
years), and if the proposed step had not been one commanded
by God for every believer of the gospel, I might have joined
him on his recommendation. Under the circumstances, I
thought I should be advising her wrongly.
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He said it was a dreadful thing to cause such trouble in a
family.

I said I was sorry I should be the unwitting cause of trouble.
He said it could not be a work of righteousness to produce

such fruit: separating mother and daughter.
I replied that Christ had foretold such results from his work.

He had said, 'I am come to set a man at variance against his
father and the daughter against her mother' (Matt.l0 :35) .

He said it was a very wrong thing to creep into houses and
lead foolish young women away.

I said I was not guilty : I had never been in the young lady 's
house. Her convictions were well advanced before I knew her.

He said my arguments had done the work, and it was the
same thing.

I asked him if it was not a legitimate thing to employ argu
ments in defence of conviction. Why did he stand apart from
the Church of Rome and advocate the cause of the Church of
England?

He said I should not wish to draw away people from a Chris
tian church in which they could be saved.

I replied that if I thought the Church of England was an
institution in which men could be saved, I would join it. It was
no advantage to me, but the reverse in every way, to stand
apart from the Ch urch. Bu t if! thought the Church was astray
from the truth, was I not justified in trying to show it?

He thought it was great presumption in me to take such
ground. I did not know anything about it, I said I knew the
Scriptures.

And pray, who have you got the Scriptures from?
'From God,' I replied.
But how?
'By transmission from those who wrote by inspiration.'
But how have they been transmitted?
By their having always subsisted from age to age.
But how do you know they have subsisted?
By evidence of the fact.
But who settled the canon of Scripture for you?
What do you mean by 'canon'?
You know what I mean.
Yes, and I would like you to define it literally. (My reason for

this was that our young lady friend might not be confused by
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an ecclesiastical technicality. To some people, the Church set
tling the canon, suggests the Church exercising an inspired
function, instead ofmerely agreeing in a verdict upon evidence
which it is open to all men to reject or endorse upon examina
tion of the same evidence. Therefore, I insisted on Mr. Allanson
explaining what he meant by 'canon'). Do you mean the deci
sion upon evidence of which books, among many books cur
rent, were the genuine books of the apostles and prophets?

You know what I mean.
If this is what you mean, I allow that an aggregation of

persons, called an ecclesiastical council, expressed a sound opin
ion as to the genuine books of Scripture as against spurious
books; but they did not give us the scripture or add anything to
its authority .

Mr. Allanson said that I knew very well that the Church
settled the canon of Scripture, and that we were indebted to
the Church for the very Bible that we used against her.

I said that if even that were the case, in the sense intended
by Mr. Allanson, it would not follow that the Church was a
reliable guide as to the teaching of the Bible. I asked him to
remember that the Jews in the days ofJesus were indebted to
the Levitical priesthood for the transmission of the Scriptures
of Moses and the Prophets to their days; and what did Christ
say of that Levitical priesthood-that they had taken away
the key of knowledge, and had made void the words of God
through their tradition, and had become blind leaders of the
blind? Besides, said I, Mr. Allanson, granting your contention
for the sake of argument, the church that settled the 'canon'
was not your Church, but the Roman Catholic Church, which
condemns your Church as schismatic. It is impossible to listen
to any claim or guidance put forth on behalf of the Roman
Catholic Church.

Why? Because the Bible condemns her utterly.
Where? In Revelations: 'Come out of her, be not partaker of

her sins, that ye receive not of her plagues,' 'All the world will
worship whose names are not written in the Lamb's book of
life.'

Whosoever worships her 'shall receive of the wine of the
wrath of God poured out without mixture.'

Mr. Allanson said that was not the Church of Rome. I re
plied it must be so in view of the last verse of Chapter 17. 'The
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woman that thou sawest is that great city that reigneth over
the kings of the earth.'

What city reigned over kings of John 's day? Rome.
It was Rome Pagan that was meant by the woman, said Mr.

Allanson.
I replied that that could not be, because the woman was to

be destroyed at the coming ofChrist, and Christ was not come
yet; whereas Rome Pagan was long vanished, but Rome Papal
was still flaunting herself before the world as the woman of
Christ.

Mr. Allanson did not enjoy this identification of Rome, with
the mystical Babylon of the Apocalypse. Still, he delivered him
self so far as to say that the English Church had an unbroken
line of succession, independently of Rome.

I replied that that was his contention, no doubt: but that,
even ifit were sustained, it does not prove the Church of Eng
land the Church of Christ, unless it could be shown that the
doctrines of the Church of England were the doctrines of the
original church of Christ. I submitted that this could not be
shown, but that the reverse could be shown. He (Mr. Allanson),
for example, taught the Greek doctrine of the immortality of
the soul.

Yes, he believed man in his inner being was immortal.
Paul, I answered, taught that man was mortal, because of

sin: that death had entered the world of mankind through
disobedience (Rom. 5:12).

Yes, said he: that is moral decomposition.
No: physical dissolution, please, Mr. Allanson. Death of the

body.
Where does it say so? 'The body is dead because of sin'

(Rom.8:10).
Mr. Allanson replied that physical dissolution was the result

of moral decomposition.
I said that the testimony of Moses in Gen. 3 proved that

death was physical dissolution. 'Dust thou art and unto dust
shalt thou return.'

Bu tit was to be 'on the day tha t thou ea test,' said Mr.
Allanson.

Yes, on the very day of transgression, he came under the
power of death by sentence. The sentence must be taken as
the meaning of the death threatened: and it was a sentence of
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death, 'Whereas, Mr. Allanson, you say there is no such thing
as death.'

Mr. Allanson said it was true he did not believe that man in
his essential being could die.

Then you and the Bible are at issue. The Bible said, 'The
dead know not anything.' 'In death there is no remembrance
of thee' (Ecc.9:5). What did he understand by those statements?

He said they were not full revelations.
I replied that did not meet the case; here was a statement of

fact: the dead knew nothing: that was either true or false;
which did he say it was?Oh, no doubt the writers thought that
death was destruction.

Was it a mistake then?
They did not know all at that time.
I said it was not a question of knowing all ; it was a question

of whether what they said was true: was it truth or error to
say that the dead knew nothing.

It was a mistake.
God, I asked, allowed inspired men to make a mistake?
(Timidly )Yes.
That will do, I said.
You see, I said to Miss Frew, you see where we are. Mr.

Allanson says inspiration can err. We say the Bible is the in
spired and infallible word of God.

Such a theory of inspiration, said Mr. Allanson, has made
more infidels than any other cause.

I replied I was not afraid to maintain such a theory. I had
been a daily reader of the Bible for nearly 50 years and I had
grappled with the leading champion of unbelief for six nigh ts
on a public platform and knew all the bearings of the ques
tion, and was prepared frankly to maintain a full beliefin the
inspiration and Divine authority and truth ofthe whole Scrip
tures.

At this point, we both seemed to think it was no use going
further, but Mr. Allanson made further remarks which pro
longed our conversation a little. He said I knew nothing of the
original languages and that it was impossible that I could judge
of the Scripture.

I said I had not said I knew nothing of the original lan
guages; I knew enough of them to judge of their import in
disputed cases, though I might not know so much as those
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who had made the languages a study. But even if I had been
ignorant, as he alleged, it would not have disqualified me for
judging of the meaning of Scripture in the presence of a uni
versally circulated English translation.

Mr. Allanson said the English translation had many flaws.
But, said I, there has been a Revision: do you say the Revis

ers have failed to give us the sense of the original? If so, how
can any man profess to give the sense; can you? Do you profess
to be more learned than the body of the Revisers? If the Bible
had been locked up in the original tongues, there might be
some weight in the stress laid upon a knowledge of them, the
original tongues. But now that every Englishman could read in
his own tongue the wonderful works of God, it did look like
trifling to make so much of the original languages.

He said I evidently did not understand the meaning of the
word baptise: it did not mean immerse.

I granted there was more in baptism than immersion, but
said it included immersion, though you might have immersion
without baptism. Baptism was originally a dyer's word descrip
tive of the process by which clothing fabrics were changed from
one colour to another. The articles were not merely immersed
in the dyer's bath, but were changed in colour by the immer
sion. I said I thought it was a very fitting term to employ in
denoting a ceremony that was not only a burial, but that ef
fected a change of relation in God, in the person baptised. But
though it expressed the idea of change, it certainly involved
the idea of immersion.

Mr. Allanson asked if the Israelites who were 'baptised unto
Moses in the cloud and the sea' were immersed in them?

I said certainly, they were covered.
What, in the sea?
Yes, when they entered the Red Sea, they were hidden from

sight for the time being by the sea wall on either side, and so
with the cloud that stood over them as they emerged on the
other shore.

Mr. Allanson said, what about washing or baptising the
hands?

The hands were immersed in the water.
What about the sop that was handed to Judas?
The part that was dipped was immersed.
Mr. Allanson would not have it, but could not confute it.
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Why, Mr. Allanson, said I, it must be so. Paul says, baptism
is 'a likeness' of the death of Christ (Rom.6 :4). In what way
would sprinkling or pouring be 'a likeness' of the death of
Christ? Immersion is a complete likeness. Paul says we are 'bur
ied with him by baptism unto death .' Can we be buried in
sprinkling or pouring?

Mr. Allanson said the sprinkling or pouring signified the
death of Christ.

I reminded him that Paul said 'likeness,' which was differ
ent from significance.

Mr. Allanson laid great stress on the authority of the Church.
I laid my stress on the Bible, as the literary embodiment of

the voice of God. God himself has said, 'If any man speak not
according to this word, it is because there is no light in him'
(Isa.8:20); and that, though an angel from heaven should preach
any other gospel, we are to regard him as accursed (Ga1.1:8).
A true Church was the creation of the truth believed-the
mere sum total of the persons believing what had been re
vealed by inspiration in prophet and apostle-speaking for
Christ. It was not in itself an authority; and when it ceased to
hold the truth, it ceased to be a Church at all; for a Ch urch was
the assembly of those called out of the world by the truth.

Mr. Allanson contended for a continuity of Church author
ity by the laying on of the hands of the Apostles? (Acts13:3).

Yes, but there had been a previous nomination and appoint
ment by the Holy Spirit (see verse 2). The laying on of hands
was the ceremonial endorsement of the work of Paul and
Barnabas, as far as the apostles were concerned. It was a vol
untary and friendly act of fellowship. It was not the creation
of the authority by which Paul and Barnabas went forth. It
had not the legal virtue in it that is imputed to 'holy orders' by
the ecclesiastical system.

Mr Allanson reminded me that 'through the laying on of
the hands of the apostles , the Holy Spirit was given' (Acts
8:18).

Yes, but that is inapplicable to the case of sending out Paul
and Barnabas, who had the Holy Spirit previously. The state
ment must be understood in the sense in which it is affirmed.
It was made concerning those in Samaria, who had been unbe
lievers, and who had just submitted to the truth at the hands
of Philip (see Acts 8:12) . The apostles, hearing of their submis
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sion, came down from Jerusalem, and laid their hands on them
that they might receive the Holy Spirit. Its presence was shown
by the manifestation of miraculous gift (Acts 10:46). It was an
impartation of power for the confirmation of the testimony of
the apostles (Heb .2:4 ).

This was a totally different thing from laying on of Episco
pal hands which imparted no gift but merely a human permis
sion to be a preacher in a certain Church.

Mr Allanson said I knew nothing about it. There was an
unbroken line of succession from the apostolic age in the Church
of England.

Yes, Mr. Allanson, I said: that is your conviction, but you
must remember that the Pope does not allow your claim; you
set aside the Pope's demur by the exercise ofyour ownjudgment;
and you cannot object to my subjecting your claim to a similar
process.

Mr. Allanson said I knew nothing about it. The Pope did not
disallow the orders of the Church of England. In the event of
the Church of England going over to Rome, the Church of
England clergy would not require re-ordination.

Ah, yes, in the event of her going over; but while she was
outside the Roman pale, the Pope did not recognise Anglican
orders; and therefore, the question came back: how were the
conflicting claims to be settled?

The only tenable answer was, by the testimony of the word
of God.

According to your reading of it? Said Mr. Allanson.
I replied, 'I can only judge for myself; do you not do the

same? Do you allow any man to judge for you?'
'Then you say,' he rejoined, 'tha t all the Churches are wrong,

and that your miserable sect alone will be saved.'
'I say I find Christendom astray from the Bible.'
'And that your sect is the only one that is right?'
'I make nothing of our sect; leave that out of account, we

are only men and women receiving and conforming to the word
of God.'

'Th en it is you alone, you are the one person against all the
world?'

'No, that's your objectionable way of putting it. I am noth
ing, but the word of God is everything, and on that I stand, if
all the world is against it.' (To be con tinued , God Will ing)
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The Serpent And The Rod
By BROTHER G. V.GROWCOn

(Continued)
Just previous to Aaron's death (Num. 20:14-21), Israel had

sought permission to travel through Edom on their way to the
promised land. Edom were the descendants of Esau---Jacob's
brother-but Edom's attitude was far from brotherly, for they
turned Israel back at the point of the sword.

Was not this a time for God to show Himself strong on
behalf of His people? Apparently not. God's hand has often
been withheld while His faithful people have been abused and
humbled, and the ungodly have triumphed.

Even in Old Testament times, warfare was not the preroga
tive of man but of God. It would have been as wrong for them
to have warred against Edom on this occasion, as it would
have been to have refused to war against Canaan.

Edom in Hebrew is the same basic word as Adam, and means
"red. " Edom, like Adam, stands for the flesh, and it adds great
interest to the relations between Israel and Edom throughout
their history when we see therein a symbolic portrayal of the
lifelong conflict between the spirit and the flesh. Israel must
submit, for this was the time of their testing and discipline.
Edom dwelt in comfortable plenty, Israel must still labor
through a wilderness.

Edom's refusal was another bitter test for Israel, and a
great added hardship. As they stood at the edge of Edom's
fruitful valleys and respectfully asked a favor of one from whom
they had reason to expect kindness and sympathy, it seemed
that escape from that "great and terrible wilderness," and the
long, monotonous sameness of food, was finally at hand.

How bitter, then, their disappointment at being threaten
ingly rebuffed and turned back and forced to make the long
wilderness journey once again toward the Red Sea and around
and up the other side of Edom's territory!

"And they journeyed from Mt. Hor by the way of the Red
Sea, to compass the land ofEdom: and the soul of the peo
ple was much discouraged because ofthe way" (Num. 21:4).

Once again they were marching away from the Promised
Land instead of toward it. It is necessary to fully realize the
severity of their trial to truly evaluate its significance and re
sults, and to learn its lessons.
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Our circumstances are far easier than Israel's, our bless
ings are far more abundant, our trials far less, and the strength
ening knowledge revealed to us far greater. And God-Who
was hidden in the terrible cloud and smoke and thunder of
Sinai-has drawn personally near to us in the person of His
Son.

As Paul points out (Heb, 12:18-24), we do not have to stand
afar off at the base of the shaking, burning mountain that
dare not be touched on the pain of instant death-but we have
come nigh to God through Jesus the Mediator of the New and
better Covenant. And yet we often murmur, and are cast down,
and "discouraged because of the way!" How DARE we be dis
couraged, in the face of the glorious divine assurance and prom
ises!

At this point, Israel in their despair committed one of their
worst offenses, and received one of their worst punishments.
Not only did they again rail at Moses, and murmur, but they
spoke despisingly ofthe Manna-the heavenly bread that God
had lovingly provided.

"Our soulloatheth this light bread" (v, 5).
These were terrible words! We know the meaning of the Heav

enly Bread. Moses had in anger smitten the Rock; now the
people reject and despise the Bread.

The Manna was a constant miracle of divine care, not only
in its regular provision, but in the fact that none appeared on
the Sabbath, and then only would it keep two days. They were
provided for but ONE DAY AT A TIME. If hoarded, it "bred
worms and stank" before God. Do we perceive the lesson? Have
we ever pondered on the deep significance of the prayer the
Master taught?

"Give us THIS DAY our daily bread. "
"Our souls loatheth this light bread" ... "We want the

spicy meats of the world-we are tired of this thin, unexciting
spiritual food-we prefer the onions (and the slavery) of
Egypt."

We would never say this in so many words, but it is so easy,
by our actions, to say plainly to God: "Our soulloatheth this
light bread. "

Israel were the subjects of the greatest opportunity and
adventure that had ever befallen a nation. They had seen the
great Egyptian Empire humbled (Egypt at that time was the
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fear and marvel of the world). They had seen the sea miracu
lously parted before them and closed upon their enemies. The
perpetual pillar of fire and cloud led them, and to them was
offered the glorious mission of being set apart from all nations
to manifest God to mankind and pioneer the world to ever
lasting holiness and peace.

But they never rose to a conception of their divine mission .
Though the divine hands lifted them up as a nation, and set
before them marvelous visions of eternal things, still they re
mained earthly and untransformed. The glories and responsi
bilities of the divine selection could not drive from their minds
the lust for the onions of Egypt.

Is that happening to us today? Are we unmoved at the touch
of the divine fire, stumbling on our blind, earthy way, and
taking the great vision of the unspeakable glory of the Sonship
of God as simply the natural sequel of a natural life? The Sons
ofGod are only those who live in the spiritual atmosphere ofan
all-consuming zeal for di vine things.

As a nation, Israel had no interest in the wonderful im
agery of the Tabernacle. They had no conception of the signifi
cance of the heavenly bread they despised. These things are
not recorded that we may look down with pitying condescen
sion on what we may regard as their incomprehensible blind
ness (in contrast to our assumption of perception). Rather they
should teach us a deep, searching humility-a constant and
trembling self-examination. Perhaps WE are not as far from
their example as we assume.

Paul sadly said to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 3:2)-
"I have fed you with milk, and not with meat, for ye are not
able to bear it-for ye are carnal. "
And to the Hebrews (5:11-14)-

"We have many things to say (about the great Melchizedek
Priest), and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hear
ing ... For when ye ought to be teachers, ye have need of
milk, and not ofstrong meat: strong meat belongeth to them
offull age."
What would he say of us? How do we stand in relation to

this same "mea t?" Are we growing acceptably and pleasingly
"in grace and in the knowledge ofthe glory ofGod? " It is all too
possible to unconsciously repeat the tragic error .of blind Is
rael at the very time we are pitying that blindness.
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God's action in this instance was swift and terrible
"The Lord sent fiery serpents among them, and they bit the
people, and many died" (v, 6).
When they were afflicted they repented, as was to be their

unworthy custom with monotonous regularity all down their
history, until finally the long-suffering of God was withdrawn.

God chastens His children in the process of their develop
ment, but when this process is repeated over and over with no
permanent effect, it amounts to mocking God and despising
His longsuffering. It is easy to get into the habit of assuming
that repentance will always bring forgiveness, until life becomes
a mechanical see-saw of commission and confession.

THERE MUST BE A PROGRESSNE "OVERCOMING."
The promise is only "to him that overcometh." Note how this
phrase is seven times emphatically repeated-at the summation
of each of the seven messages to the ecclesias (Rev. 2 and 3).

At God's instruction Moses made a serpent of brass and put
it upon a pole, and whosoever was bitten-and looked upon
it-lived. Jesus said (In. 3:15)-

'~s Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so
must the Son ofMan be lifted up, that whosoever believeth
on him should not perish. "
How could a brass serpent be a type of Christ? A serpent of

brass is a perfect symbol of the body of sin-sin's flesh-that
was publicly and historically condemned in the crucifixion of
Christ.

That crucifixion is the turning-point of human history.
While-to outward appearances-it was apparent shameful vic
tory of sin over Christ, it was actually the glorious victory of
Christ over sin. How often are things in God 's sight the very
opposite of what they outwardly seem!

Cooperating in the great work of justifying God and creat
ing a foundation for the extension of God 's mercy while
honoring His holiness, Jesus voluntarily submitted to this pub
lic condemnation and repudiation of the serpent-cursed body
of sin-the body of which Paul said-

"In me (that is, in my flesh ) dwelleth no good thing."
Those who know the Truth, and realize the value and RE

ALITY of Christ's mortal warfare with the devil , and his com
plete victory over him, will have no difficulty in seeing in the
brazen serpent, the devil-sin's flesh--defeated and condemned
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and crucified on the hill of Calvary-the banner and ensign of
the greatest victory that any man has ever won.

In the original, "serpent of brass" is "nechosh nechosheth"
for the words for "brass" and "serpent" are from exactly the
same Hebrew root. This adds great fitness to the use through
out Scripture of brass as a symbol of the flesh.

Moses was commanded to put the serpent of brass "upon a
pole." The Hebrew word here translated "pole" should be
"standard, banner, or ensign"-that which is a rallying-point
for armies in battle-this word is almost invariably so trans
lated elsewhere.

It is the same word (nes) as occurs in the expression 'ITehovah
Nissi"-The Lord Our Banner-the name given to the altar
built by Moses to commemorate the victory over the Amalek
sin power by the lifting up of the Rod of God (E x. 17:9, 15).

The uplifted serpent of brass was the saving ensign of ser
pent-bitten Israel, just as its great anti-type is the banner and
ensign of all the sin-smitten race who look to him for life. Isaiah
uses this same Hebrew word nes ten times, in stirring imagery,
as-

'~t that day there shall be a Root ofJesse who shall stand
for an ensign of the people: to him shall the Gentiles seek,
and his rest shall be glorious!" (Isa . 11:10).
We note that the ensign has two parts-the Rod erect and

triumphant, the Serpent conquered and impaled.
In later years, in the fullness of Israel's degeneracy, this

brazen serpent became an object of ignorant superstition and
worship (just as the cross of Christ has today) and Hezekiah,
the great typical Temple-cleanser, "broke it in pieces, and called
it Nechushtan-a piece of brass" (2 Kgs. 18 :4).

* * *
Paul says all these things were "written for our admoni

tion" and are "able to make us wise unto salvation." In the
divinely-recorded history ofIsrael, we have the wonderful "pat
terns of things in the heavenlies."

How clearly we see the Messiah in the budded rod, the wa
ter-giving Rock, the great Mosaic Lawgiver and Prophet-meek
est of all men, the dying and yet continuing High Priest, the
heaven-sent manna, the glorious saving ensign of the uplifted
serpent-just as we see him in our day in the bread and the
wine, and the open Bible, for "His Name is called The Word of
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God"-he was that Word made flesh. David prayed, with a
yearning heart-

"Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things
out ofThy Law. "
This mind must be in us, if we are to be among the few

chosen from the earth's perishing millions. We must make our
selves one with the Word of God-steep ourselves in it-live
constantly in its atmosphere-both the written Word and the
living Word, for they are one . John says (1 In. 2:5)-

"Whoso keepeth his Word, in him verily is the love ofGod
perfected. Hereby KNOW we that we are in him!"

And then he adds-
"He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to
walk, EVENAS HE WALKED."
Do we walk "even as Jesus walked?" We have the four-fold

story of his marvelous, heavenly life on earth, and this great
Book of rich and entrancing symbol that all revolves around
him . . .

Is he our pattern in all we do or say? Let us make it our
daily endeavor-our whole ambition in life-to "be in him"
and to "walk even as he walked. "

Today the ecclesial world-as we have known it-is being
torn to pieces. Ensigns that have long been faithfully upheld
are being pulled down.

Though it saddens us, it need not worry us . It is the last
days-these things must be. Salvation is an individual matter,
and in the end those who are trying to be faithful will be more
and more alone.

Let us, therefore, let this one obsession possess each mind
like a transforming, consuming fire, crowding out all doubt
and fear-

"Hereby KNOW we that we are in him-IF the love ofGod
is perfected in us . . . and we walk even as he walked. "

As Ye See The Day Approaching
By BROTHERE. W.BANTA

"And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and
to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is, but exhorting one an
other: and so much the more, as ye see the day approach
ing" (Reb. 10:24).
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There has never been a time in the past when believers could
see the day approaching as clearly as we can today. Why did
Paul think it more necessary for those in the time of the end
who were contemporary with the closing scenes of Gentile times
to exert themselves in a special way in the matter of more
intense ecclesial activities? Why did he think the need in our
time for considering one another, and of provoking to love and
good works, would be "so much more," than had been the case
with all previous generations of Christadelphians?

In studying the import of these words, and their special
application to our time, we need to consider first the fact that
there is a necessity, according to the will of God, that there be
a people prepared for the corning of the Lord, just as there was
at his first appearing.

"I have set watchmen upon thy walls, 0 Jerusalem, which
shall never hold their peace day nor night; ye that make
mention ofthe Lord, keep not silence, and give him no rest,
till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in the
earth" (Isa. 62 :6,7).
Now these watchmen on the walls of Zion, waiting and

watching for the signs of her glad morning, are the Israel of
God of the time of the end who would "see the day approach
ing."
As they prayed for the peace of Jerusalem, asking that it may
be made a praise in the earth, they would find these words of
Paul especially suited to their needs; for they would be living
in a world ripe for destruction, abounding in iniquity and ev
ery evil way. Jesus said-

"Because iniquity shall abound, the love ofmany shall wax
cold. But he that shall endure to the end, the same shall be
saved" (Matt. 24:12,13).
An abiding and lively faith, a strong and continuous effort

directed to the maintenance and development of the house
hold, as they stand out against the prevailing influences of
their times, was what the apostle was directing them to in the
words quoted at the beginning.

Paul had written to Timothy-
"This know also, that in the last day perilous times shall
come" (2 Tim. 3:1 ).
The perils peculiar to these times are not physical dangers

and open persecution as it was in the days of Paul, who suf
fered imprisonment, ship-wreck and stoning because of his testi
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mony for the Truth. The forces of evil now are more stealthy
and dangerous, they are more subtil and insidious, though no
less powerful to the detriment of a wholesome walk in the
Truth. The problems that now work against us and endanger
the purity and strength of the body are harder to recognize
and more elusive than they ever were before . The enemy has
now gone underground, so to speak, and his assaults are no
more made on the open field of battle, but behind the lines,
where he appears as a friend and ally.

Such a sad condition of affairs was anticipated and foretold
by the spirit-

"Evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiv
ing and being deceived" (2 Tim. 3: 13).
But that there will be a few who are able to detect the fangs

of the wolf underneath the sheep's clothing, and be found of
the Lord in peace at his coming, without spot and blameless, is
evident. There will be some who give diligent heed to the words
of the spirit that apply to our needs as we consider one an
other to provoke unto love and to good works.

The apostle speaks of some who will be alive and remain to
the coming of the Lord, ready to be caught away in clouds,
with the awakened saints, to meet the Lord in the ariel of that
new age, when they that be wise shall shine as the brightness
of the firmament. These few who will not sleep, but be ch anged
that mortality might be swallowed up of life, will find in that
day that they have been wise in giving up and standing apart
from subtil influences that would corrupt them.

They were able to do this, and so obtain the Lord's ap
proval, because they kept well in mind the elevating and sus
taining words of the spirit by means of which they could draw
nigh to God in the spirit of Truth and righteousness, and thus
obtain the strength to go on without wavering to the end.

Their interests and activities were centered around those
things that brought them together in love and unity, in the
wholesome atmosphere where God and His word were truly
magnified and reverenced to the exclusion of all else. With this
word as a generating and directing force in their lives, and
with the strength of the Great God of Israel on their side,
there was nothing that could weaken or draw them away from
the course of wisdom.

We are only on solid ground, and firmly holding our place
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as the "little flock" to whom the Lord will give the Kingdom, if
we are alive and awake to the separateness and holiness to
which we are called by the Gospel.-1969 Visitor

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy
ECHOES OF WWI

As we approach the lOOth anniversary of the outbreak of
the First World War, many people point to similarities in the
current state of world affairs.

In 1914, nobody thought a global war was about to be un
leashed. There were regional conflicts and acts of terrorism,
and there had just been a global financial crisis. But, politi
cians and bestselling books argued then, the deep financial and
diplomatic ties between the powers would prevent any con
flict.

As we enter the centenary year of the outbreak of the First
World War, journalists and historians in Britain and the United
States have begun to suggest that there may be similarities
with the world in our own time. "A century on," wrote The
Economist (before Russia's attack on the Crimea-T.C.), "there
are uncomfortable parallels with the era that led to the out
break of the First World War." The catastrophe that overtook
Europe and the world in 1914 was unleashed, says the maga
zine, by Germany, a rising power that challenged the supremacy
of the British Empire, the global superpower of the day ...

There is an ever more vivid fear: it could happen again.
-Globe, 6/14

It is a remarkable thing that the very fears that bring
increasing distress and perplexity to the inhabitants of the
earth, should serve to have a reassuring effect on true stu
dents of the Bible. They are comforted through familiarity
with the prophecy concerning the latter days-"Upon the
earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the
waves roaring; Men's hearts failing them for fear, and
for looking after those things which are coming on the earth
... And when these things begin to come to pass, then look
up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth
nigh" (Luke 21:25). They are therefore encouraged that the
present system of things is drawing very quickly to a close,
with better things revealed ahead for the faithful ones (lsa.
52 :7-10).

In the intervening months since Russia's slow conquest
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of the Crimea, and continued threat to the rest of the
Ukraine, the world has sharpened its gaze toward the ac
tivities of the northern power-
ESCALATION OF GLOBAL TENSIONS

Russian soldiers on the move, MiG jet flyovers of U.S. naval
ships, NATO war maneuvers, a capital of a European country
at risk of invasion. American news headlines from the last few
months look like they belong to another era. The same can be
said for Russian newspapers, which have whipped the country
into nationalist frenzy in response to perceived aggression from
the West .

The Americans are replaying the Cold War, while Russia is
replaying World War II-wars that each side can claim that
they won. Reference to past battles in order to understand
and respond to present-day opponents has potential conse
quences.

In Russia, mention of a "new Cold War" is scarcely heard.
Instead, rhetoric of nationalism, outside invaders, and threat
of fascism are signals to Russian citizens--codified language
belonging to the World War II era when invaders from West
ern Europe almost destroyed the Motherland.

The Motherland lost twenty million people in the fight against
fascism, after all, and the battle is not yet over. Now, the fas
cists in Ukraine, as it is implied, are once again threatening
peace.

The U.S., for its part, seems to have dusted off the playbook
from the Cold War era, framing the very complex circumstances
of the Ukrainian Crisis as having been fueled by "Russian
agents" in a Soviet-style "incr edible act of aggression" as Sec
retary of State John Kerry summed it up . After a quarter of a
century since the fall of the Berlin Wall, the concept of proxy
wars with Russia is now back in fashion.

Reacting to historical periods that were enormously antago
nistic and bloody to guide action on the emerging battlefield of
eastern Ukraine has the potentiality for further escalating con
flict.-Huff Post, 6/14

It is increasingly evident that the period of relative sta
bility that ensued after the fall of the Berlin Wall and the
collapse of the Soviet Union has ended. The fumbling and
failure-prone Russian military that moved into the Geor
gian region a few years ago has now disappeared, with
new, far more assertive and effective tactics now being
used by stealthy Russian soldiers in the area above the
Black Sea.
242 Berean 2014



RUSSIAN AIMS
With the attacks on both Georgia and now the Crimea

now a matter of history, it is interesting to note Russia's
current activities with its close neighbours-

In the coming weeks, Russian officials will meet with a vari
ety of leaders throughout Russia's periphery. Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov has already begun a two-day visit to
Finland, and is scheduled to meet with Polish Foreign Minis
ter Radoslaw Sikorski and German Foreign Minister Frank
Walter Steinmeier in St. Petersburg. He will then travel to
Serbia and Azerbaijan. Bulgaria 's foreign minister has indi
cated that Lavrov will visit Bulgaria in July. Meanwhile, Rus
sian Deputy Foreign Minister Grigory Karasin will visit
Moldova and Transdniestria.

A glance at a map of central and eastern Europe will
reveal some interesting aspects to Russian political un
dertakings. A Russian presence on the East side of the
Black Sea, in Azerbaijan, combined with Georgia, would
open the door for Russia's army to attack Iran (Persia),
Turkey (Togarmah) and Iraq (Babylon). Tiny Armenia is
there, but is irrelevant for Russia to be able to advance
its forces directly to the borders of Iran and Turkey.

Moldova and Transnistria are on the West side of Black
Sea, directly on the border of the Ukraine-a strategically
important area should Russia launch a push from
Sevastopol across the west wing of the Black Sea: landing
in Moldova, the force could move eastward and northward
in time with an aggressive march by land from the east
from Russia's newly conquered territory above the Crimea.

Bulgaria, meanwhile, not only borders the Black Sea
(another potential landing site to attack Europe via
Serbia), but also borders Turkey.

Turkey could thus be taken from the east, west and north
when the time comes.

Romania, of course, being between Bulgaria and Mol
dova, is extremely nervous about sly Russia's machina
tions-

For Romania, if there is an upside to Russia's recent land
grab in neighboring Ukraine, it is this: It has earned Romania
the attention of the Americans that leaders here have long felt
was lacking.

Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel is traveling to Romania
as part of a parade of high-level U.S. visits intended to remind
the Eastern European nation-and the Russians-that the West
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is not sleeping while President Vladimir Putin attempts to ex
pand the Russian sphere of influence.

Russia is not a direct threat to Romanian territory, yet con
versations here are fraught with concern about Russian expan
sion , in part because it was only 25 years ago that Romania
overthrew Nicolae Ceausescu, the Soviet-backed communist
dictator. Romanians are convinced that Putin 's territorial ap
petites are not sated, and that Moldova, a neighbor with much
closer historic ties to Romania is the next target.

loan Mircea Pascu, a Romanian member of the European
Parliament, noted Crimea shows a pattern of behavior that
remains of concern. "Russia moves decisively and grabs the
pieces, " and the West responds with sanctions and condemna
tions. The West then "feels relieved" when Russia steps back
from its aggressive posture toward other nations in the region.
A kind of peace is restored, but "Russia retains the prizes."

The Russian deputy prime minister visited the breakaway
Moldovan region of Transdniestria. The visit raised concerns
that Russia intends to deploy the same strategy there it has
used in Ukraine: fan a pro-Russian separatist movement to
destabilize the country.

"We have seen increased activity of the intelligence forces of
the Russia Federation in the Republic of Moldova," Vladimir
Filat, a former Moldovan prime minister, [said].

-USAToday, 6/14
Russia is applying tactics that will eventually pave the

way for the conquest of nations as outlined in Ezekiel 38.
THE WEST "STRUGGLES TO UNDERSTAND"

As the United States and Europe struggle to understand
Vladimir Putiri's motives and goals, it's worth remembering
that the West has been consumed by those questions before.

In the mid-19th century, Europe was gripped with fear about
Russia's territorial ambition and consumed with how to stop
it. Some of the echoes between then and now are downright
eerre,

In the mid-1800s, Russia was controlled by an autocratic
ruler who distrusted Europe and sought to assert his nation's
greatness. This caused high alarm in Europe, and particularly
in Great Britain-which worried that Russia might snatch its
Indian empire. (This was a core component of the famous "Great
Game").

On e person sounding the alarm, as chronicled in this fine
account of the time, was the Briti sh General and influential
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polemicist Sir Robert Wilson. The Russian Tsar Alexander was
"inebriated by power," he wrote in 1817. He was plotting to
exploit European weakness for territorial gain. And he har
bored grandiose visions of empire, perhaps even "t o accom
plish the instructions of Peter the Great"- who on his death
bed called for massive Russian conquest.

Compare those ideas to today's depictions of Putin. The
Russian president is said to be "drunk on power." His aggres
sion is routinely cast as a response to the weakness of the
West. He's even depicted as going to bed at night "thinking of
Peter the Great."

And just as the West struggles to deter Russian aggression
today, so did the Europeans of more than 150 years ago. One
artifact of those debates is an 1828 manifesto by a British
army general named George De Lacy Evans titled On the De
signs of Russia. His bellicose pamphlet called for a pre-emptive
war against Russia-something no one advocates today. But
Evans did propose sending arms to countries on Russia's west
ern border, including Poland, much as today's Russia hawks
do.

Evans also proposed, in now-antiquated terms, the equiva
lent of today's economic sanctions. Europe could curb Russia,
he argued, by "cutting off her commerce, and thus placing the
present pecuniary interests of the nobles at variance with the
projects of the government."

Substitute "oligarchs" for "nobles" and you have a core
rationale for the West's sanctions strategy.

These historical echoes are not lost on the Kremlin, which
spins them as evidence that Russophobia has seized Europe.

The escalating tension between Russia and the west pro
duced the Crimean war of the 1850s, which left some 350,000
dead. Here's hoping history doesn 't repeat itself quite so fully.

-TM,5/14
The political and military activities that stirred such

interest in the One Body in the days of Dr. Thomas are
reviving-but this time with the addition in the Middle
East of one critically important piece that was missing in
those days: the revitalized state of Israel. In the 1800s the
"dry bones" of Israel were not yet restored, as wrote bro.
Roberts-

"Ezekiel's prophecy concerning this restoration appears
to begin, as a connected vision, in the 36th chapter; which
chapter might, as far as it is itself concerned, be taken to
refer to the return from the Babylonish captivity; but when
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we turn to the 37th chapter we find the re-union of the
houses of Judah and Ephraim typified by the joining into
one of two separate sticks ... Hence we must infer that
the 37th chapter refers to the yet future restoration, as
most clearly the 38th also, the invasion of Gog and Magog,
and all the subsequent prophecy, none of which has yet
been fulfilled.

"This being the case, it is evident that Ezekiel's most
remarkable vision, given in 37th chapter, that of the dry
bones, must have reference to the period preceding the
final and yet future restoration of Israel; must refer, in
fact, to something in the present condition of the Jewish
peoples. The interpretation of the vision immediately be
comes one of present and practical interest. What is there
in the present condition of the Jewish race which may
fitly be represented by this vision of death, and from which
a resurrection must take place previously to their restora
tion as a nation to their own land?

"A very remarkable expression occurs in a leading ar
ticle in the Jewish Chronicle, of June 30th, 1871: 'We Jews,
the representatives of a dead nation, but of a nation that
will sooner or later have its resurrection.' And, again, in
the succeeding article, 'there is no semblance or shadow
of a material union amongst us.' It is clear therefore, that
the applicability of the vision to the present state of the
Jewish people is felt ...

"Yet the vision also leads us to hope that on the comple
tion of the organisation, the breath of life will be given,
'the Spirit will be poured from on high.'

"May we hope that the time of Israel's restoration is at
last drawing nigh? The Psalmist gives us one mark of its
approach, which seems in process of accomplishment:
'Thou shalt arise and have mercy upon Zion, for the time
to favour her, yea, the set time is come: for Thy servants
take pleasure in her stones and favour the dust thereof'''
(Christadelphian, 1873, p. 76).

The faithful years ago were continually animated by the
events of the day regarding Russia and Europe, but they
knew the critical element of Israel's regathering to the
Land must be precursor to the ascent and fall of Gog "upon
the mountains of Israel."

We, on the other hand, are now approaching the 70 year
mark on the other side of this particular prophecy, when
the dry bones have long been regathered, organized, and
brought to life again. "Thus saith the Lord GOD unto these
bones; Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye
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shall live: And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up
flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in
you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am the
LORD" (Eze 37:5--6).

The national revival of the state of Israel was a clarion
call that the day of the Lord's return is imminent, as he
himself provided-"Now learn a parable of the fig tree;
When her branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye
know that summer is near: So ye in like manner, when ye
shall see these things come to pass, know that it is nigh,
even at the doors" (Mk. 13:27-29).

What awaits now is Russia's attack upon Constantinople,
and the taking of the remaining element of the old Otto
man Empire, as part of the conquest of all nations and
territories that will at last position Gog as the arrogant
head of the whole Nebuchadnezzar-Image standing upon
its feet. We may not see this happen before Christ returns
and calls his elect.

However, the fact that, as noted above, "the United States
and Europe struggle to understand Vladimir Putin's mo
tives and goals," is right in line with Dr. Thomas' expecta
tion of events, as he outlined in Elpis Israel-

"The eleventh chapter of Daniel is therefore fulfilled as
far as the first colon of the fortieth verse. The things which
remain to be accomplished in the time of the end are briefly
outlined in the remaining part of the chapter. The king of
Egypt having pushed at the Little Horn, as we have seen,
the next event of the prophecy is an attack upon him by
the king of the north, as it is written, 'And the king of the
north shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chari
ots, and with horsemen, and with many ships'; that is, the
Russo-Assyrian autocrat shall attack Constantinople by
sea and land, and with such whirlwind impetuosity that
the Sultan's dominion shall be swept away.

"The whirlwind nature of the attack implies, I think,
not only its overwhelming character, but that when it is
made, the allies of the Sultan will be off their guard; that
is, by the Autocrat's assurances of peace and moderation
for which they will give him credit, Constantinople will be
left unprotected, and it will fall into his hands before they
can come to the rescue" (Elpis Israel, p. 418-419).

The western powers do not know that Constantinople
(Istanbul) is to fall to the Russian Autocrat. Blinded by
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Mammon-worship, and disbelieving that any nation would
dare risk its economic well-being, they do not perceive the
looming risk of attack and conquest like we do.

How consumed we ought to be, therefore, with the
thought that the Master may appear at any moment. Let
us not forget, even in the darkest hours of Gentile blight
and oppression, how greatly privileged we are, even "know
ing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep:
for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed."

-ToO.
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One Hundred & Thirty Five YearsAgo (Continued f rom page 252)

terms, "one Hope of our calling" (Col. 1:5,23; Eph. 4:4 ).
A hope is something in the future, promised but not possessed.
The calling is a particular invitation; and the one Hope of the
calling, the promised thing to the possession of which you are
especially invited. This being the meaning of the phrase, and
seeing that the Hope belongs to the Gospel-s-what is it? Paul
says, "God hath called you to His Kingdom and glory" (1 Thess.
2:12). Then the Kingdom and glory are the hope of the called,
that is , of those who accept the invitation. The Kingdom and
glory are the one Hope of their calling.
The Word which God sent to the children of Israel by Jesus
Christ was an invitation to them to possess his Kingdom and
glory, of which he had said so much in the prophets, upon cer
tain conditions ...
It was the hope of the Restoration of the Kingdom again to Is
rael (Acts 1:6), under a New and Better Covenant than the
Mosaic-s-the hope of the restitution of all things spoken by the
prophets (Acts 3:21).
This is the hope promised of the fathers, and evangelized in
the Word of the Kingdom, and therefore the Gospel 's Hope by
which we are saved (Rom. 8:24).

8ro. Thomas then stated at the close of his article-
In conclusion then, the great salvation which is exhibited in
the Gospel of the Kingdom is both national and individual. As
a national salvation it delivers the nations from those that
oppress them; suppresses vice, superstition, and crime; re
strains evil ; abolishes war; establishes justice and righteous
ness in the earth; and consummates a social regeneration of
the world which shall be "glory in the highest heavens to God ,
on earth peace, and goodwill among men."

* * *
IN section No. 10 of "The Ways of Providence,· bro. Roberts considered
further things in regard to the prophet Moses-

The ways of Providence are plainly illustrated in several minor
elements of the work of Moses. First, there is the man on the
throne of Egypt at the time when Moses was instructed to
demand the liberation of Egypt.
A good deal depended on the character of this man. If he had
been a reasonable, pliable man, he might have compiled with
the demand too soon for the work to be done. It is necessary
that he should refuse, and that he should refuse obstinately
many times, because the liberation of Israel was only one of
several things that had to be accomplished by the work
entrusted to the hand of Moses .. .
But a higher object was aimed at, both as regarded Israel , the
Egyptians, the world at large, and posterity. This object is clearly
defined several times in the course of the narrative. It is plainly
exhibited in this simple statement: "Tha t My Name May Be
Declared Throughout All The Earth" (Ex. 9:16).
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THE Sunday Morning Exhortation, No. 109, was based on the benefit of the
readings and the ways to exhort the brethren and sisters at the Memorial
Service-

We do well to have fixed and stated readings of the Scripture at
this breaking of bread. It is the best foundation for every
assembly of the saints. The best thing we can do at all our
meetings is to let our minds rest on the portions that may be
read.
The best thing anyone can do who desires to speak to the
edification of the hearers is to employ what has been read as
the basis of what he has to say. Let him endeavour to develop,
amplify and illustrate this, and he will speak to profit; whereas,
if he seek to "mak e a speech," in the usual sense of the phrase,
he will be in danger of pouring out a weak and watery mixture
of his own compounding that will give no nutrient.
Sermonizing is of course quite ou t of the question. This is only
speech-making in th e clerical shape-a worse shape than th e
ordinary shape. Speech-making of all ordinary sorts, is a mere
process of evil-evolution-a spinning of one's own thoughts,
which are weak and colourless and powerless to build the mind
in the things of God. We may as well try to make bread without
flour as to try to speak to edification without the ideas of God so
abundantly supplied to us in the Word of Truth.

* * *
IN a section entitled "The Bible True" the following subjects were men
tioned-"Restored Identity at the Resurrection;" "Profane Confirmation of
New Testament History;" "Recent Discoveries Prove the Bible and Confute
the Learned;" "Origin of the Laws of Nature;" The Uncertainties of Modern
Science," and, " Proved Trustworthiness of the Writings of Moses."

* * *
BRO. Roberts again , in his "Notes" section, spoke of events in the brother
hood and answer questions from brethren and sisters and others-

1) The Hine Debate in the United States-A supply of th e Hine
Debate has been sent to sister Thomas, and can be obtained by
remitting half a dollar to her address.
2) C.S.- The bread and wine question, as regards the quality of
the articles employed, is not worth discussion. It is a crochet,
and liable to lead to harm. Enough has been said in the Chris 
tadelphian in past times: see article entitled, "The Memorial
Cup and the Wine Question" (Christadelp hian for 1873, page
88).
3) T.A.T.-"All manner of sin shall be forgiven unto men," ex
cept the sin against the Holy Spirit (Mk, 3:28 ). This is Christ's
declaration. Involuntary acts are not sin; and even as volun
tary act, the sin you speak of is not a sin against the Holy Spirit,
and therefore not "unto death." Make confe ssion, forsake your
sins, humble yourself before God, and God will receive you.
4) G.D.-Time, or the want of it, has prevented communica
tion. The breaking of bread doubtless has its meaning in the
breaking of the body of Christ. The body was both "given" and
"broken" for us. Christ's consent was the giving; the crucifix-
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ion was the breaking which mutilated hands and feet and
brought the intrusion of the Roman spear. The facts do not de
pend upon doubtful readings. It is an old controversy which
common sense may decide. A pity that it has become a crochet.
5) J .WC.-Resurrection and Judgment are first principles, and
we cannot compromise them any more than the doctrine of
immortality connected with them. That you cannot see eye to
eye with us, we regret; but we can only accept the situation
and act according to the best of our discernment, as in the sight
of the Lord, who will judge every man's work.

* * *
IN 'l4nswers to Correspondence, • bro. Roberts, covered such subjects as
Forty Years 01 Judgment; Resurrection ot the Responsible; The Position 01
Sisters; Kissing, In1ant Resurrection, Rejection and Prayer; A Figure 01
Speech; The Powers 01 the World to Come; and, The Two Aspects 01 Nebu
chadnezzar's Image.

* * *
BIBLE Lectures (135 Years Ago)-

"The Five Universal Empires of Bible Prophecy"
"Israel's Rising Again"
"Resurrection of the Dead and Future Judgment"
"How Many Persons are there in the Godhead?"
"The First Psalm: Its Meaning Concerning the Destiny of Man"
"The Devil of Scripture Not the Devil of Popular Belief; and the

Origin, Work and Fate of the Bible Devil Consider ed"
"The Bible Not Responsible for the Misbelief of its Professed

Friends, nor for the Unbelief of its Avowed Enemies"
"Britain in Prophecy"
"The Four Steps to Eternal Life"
''ABriefReview of Christianity"
"The Spirit of Prophecy and the Design of Apostolic Testimony"

June Answers-What Did Christ Say To?
1. Paul: My grace is sufficient 21. Tempter. Get thee hence
2. Peter: Then are the children 22. Caiaphas: I spake openly
3. Thief: Thou shalt be with me 23. Pharisees: For the hardness
4. Pilate: To this end was I 24. Zaccheus: Come down
5. Judas: That thou doest 25. The leper. Offer the gift
6. Philip: Have I been so long 26. Jerusalem: Ye shall not seeme
7. Jai.rus: Fear not, believe only 27. Bartimeus: Receive thy sight
8. Herod: I do cures 28. Centurion: I will come and heal him
9. Simon: Seest thou this woman 29. Nathanael: Shalt see greater things

10. Legion: Show howgreat things 30. Nazarenes: Many widows in Israel
11. Martha: I am the resurrection 31. Nobleman: Thy son liveth
12. The sea: Peace, be still 32. Sadducees: Ye do err, not knowing
13. Fig tree: No man eat 33. MagdBlene: Woman, whyweepest thou?
14. Cleopas: What things? 34. His mother. Woman, behold thy son
15. Lazarus: Come forth 35. Dearman: Ephphatha
16. Ananias: He is a chosen 36. Nicodemus: Art thou a master in Israel
17.Andrew: Come and see 37. His parents: Wist ye not I must be
18. Thomas: Reach hither 38. Capernaum: Shalt bebrought down
19. A scribe: Thou art not far 39. Palsied man: Take up thy bed & walk
20. Lawyers: Woe unto you also 40. The women: All hail!
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One Hundred & Thirty-Five YearsAgo
The Christa delphia'" July, 1879

AGAIN, bro. Roberts opened the Christadelphian with the writings of bro.
Thomas. The lead article was a continuation of "The Gospel of the King
dom and the Great Salvation, One and the Same ThIng.' Bro. Thomas ex
pressed further Scriptural teachings on this vital doctrine. In doing so he
refreshes our memories on this first principle subject-

The Word of the Truth of the Gospel of the Kingdom, though a
long title to the message borne by Jesus to the children of Is
rael, will be easily understood by the inquirer from what has
gone before. It imports, the Law and the Testimony that set
forth the Promises which make the message relating to the
Kingdom good news.
Paul says, that "the Hope laid up in heaven" is reported of in
the Word of the Truth of the Gospel; and therefore he styles it
"the Hope of the Gospel;" and as there is but one true Gospel,
though many false ones, there is but one true Hope, which he

(Continued on page 249)

BIBLE PUZZLE-"Paul's Journeys:
Connect Event with Place"

1. Viper
2. Basket
3. Ship of
4. Gaius of
5. On foot to
6. Head shorn
7. More noble
8.4 daughters
9. Hired house

10. Winter there
11. Left cloak at
12. Left Titus at
13. Crescens to
Achaia
Adramyttium
Antioch (P)
Antioch (S)
Antipatris
AppiiForum
Assos
Berea
Caesarea
Cenchrea

27. Port of Antioch
14. No mean city 28. Called for elders
15. Expelled Paul 29. Withstood Peter
16. Took courage 30. Paulus governed
17. Jason security 31. 4 men with vow
18. Titus sent to- 32. Oxen & garlands
19. Great is Diana 33. Let those men go
20. Unknown god 34. Onesimus' home
21. Haven of Crete 35. Kneeled on shore
22. John left them 36. Child of the devil
23 . 400 soldiers to 37. Assault/warelfled
24. Paul's province 38. DerbelLystra area
25. Beat Sosthenes 39. PhilippilBerea area
26. Gallio governed 40. Fetched compass to

Cilicia Iconium Phenice
Colosse Jerusalem Philippi
Corinth Lycaonia Rhegium
Crete Lystra Rome
Cyprus Macedonia Salamis
Dalmatia Melita Seleucia
Damascus Miletus Thessalonica
Derbe Nicopolis Tarsus
Ephesus Paphos Troas
Galatia Perga Tyre
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