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Ecclesial News 
RICHARD, Sask. 

Dear Brethren and Sisters,  

The Richard Ecclesia has been blessed in a number of events that 
perhaps should be shared with the rest of the ecclesial world. 

 We joyfully welcomed Sis. Yvonne Prisak, as a member of our 
ecclesia, on October 1, 2017 after an excellent confession of her faith. 
She has been a faithful member of the ecclesia since. Sis. Yvonne 
studied the scriptures for several years after coming into contact with 
those in the ecclesia through her work.  

 In October we were blessed with a visit from Bro. Paul and Sis. 
Melanie Rankin of Holliday, Tenn.  We were delighted to have Bro. 
Paul give us the words of exhortation on the Sunday. These visits are 
an encouragement to us all.  

 The Richard Ecclesia enjoyed the work of Sunday School students 
at the program on Dec. 17, 2017.  Sunday School teachers and students 
certainly show to us the progress of learning God’s Truth over a period 
of time. It is always a delight to be in the audience. 

 We enjoyed a visit from Bro. Bob Bent of Dallas in mid-winter. He 
had a taste of real winter while here.  We appreciated Bro. Bob giving 
the words of exhortation which included information on the visit to 
Malawi where 23 brethren and sisters were baptized after being 
examined for baptism.  Bro. Bob so appreciated the enthusiasm of the 
candidates in building an ecclesial hall, creating a banner for the hall 
stating that it was a Berean Christadelphian Ecclesia and arranging for 
transportation to a baptismal site even before the interviews were 
started.  One other detail was the translation of the Key Lessons from 
The Berean Christadelphian site to their language that helped further 
the study of the Bible in preparation for the baptisms and then a study 
weekend followed 

 March 19 – 23 James and Jeanne Fuhr and daughters made a most 
welcome visit to Richard for a few days. They also visited the 
Edmonton ecclesia. 

 We had a study weekend on March 31 to April 1, 2018 on the book 
of Colossians.  Many brethren and sisters from Edmonton Ecclesia and 
Sis. Grace Punter from Kindersley joined us.  Most had done the 
workbook prior to coming and then Bro. Terry Readman, Bro. Regan 
Rayner, Bro. Chris Webb and Bro. Steve Armstrong gave us talks on 
the various chapters of this book for our learning.  We enjoyed the 
company as well as the spiritual studies. 

 April 23, The ecclesia rejoices with Bro. Matt and Sis. Kim 
Walsh who had a baby boy, Kaston Cole.  We welcome him as a new 
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member of our Sunday School at Richard.  He joins Beckett 4, and 
Rian 2 in their lovely family.  Mail can be sent to them at: 5212 60th 
St. Vermilion AB. T9X 1X3. e-mail address is, 
 mattwalsh23@gmail.com 

 April 28, Austin Readman, son of Bro. Kelly and Sis. Sandra 
Readman, was baptized after an excellent interview.  Bro. Glendon 
gave the talk and Bro. Kelly and Bro. Chris immersed him with Bro. 
Dan presiding.  It was a joy for the ecclesia to encourage our new 
brother on his walk Zionward.  Bro. Glendon gave Bro. Austin the right 
hand of fellowship. 

Anyone wanting to send him greetings his address is:  

Austin Readman. R. R. #1, North Battleford, Sk., S9A 2X3  
or Austin’s e-mail  address is redwin664@gmail.com. 

 Yesterday, May 5, Bro. Regan Rayner and Sis. Yvonne Prisak were 
married in a private ceremony. We are delighted to have Bro. Regan 
and Sis. Yvonne join forces in uniting their talents in service to God in 
their marriage.  Godly companionship in the Truth is a wonderful 
blessing and we wish them God speed on their journey together. 

Greetings can be sent to Regan and Yvonne Rayner at p.o. Box 149 
Meota, S0M 1X0 or e-mail address  sir_regan@hotmail.com. 

 There have been other visits from brethren and sisters such as Bro. 
Ben and Sis. Jen Darter and family and Bro. Dave and Sis. Dawn 
Humphreys and children.  Each visit is appreciated and when brethren 
share the words of exhortation with us we are so encouraged by them. 

 The signs of the times certainly keep our eyes on the future and the 
coming return of Jesus Christ.  May we encourage each other along that 
path to the Kingdom of God. 
 

BOSTON, Mass. 

Dear Brethren and sisters, 

Greetings in Christ. 

We are very pleased to be able to report the baptism of Rachel 
Sommerville into the saving name of Jesus Christ.  Last Saturday, May 
5, 2018, she witnessed a good confession of her faith in the things 
concerning the Kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ. That 
evening she was immersed at Sister Scott’s home, where most of the 
ecclesia was present.  On the following day she was given the right 
hand of fellowship by Brother John Garvey, who has been 
her Sunday School teacher. 

We also look forward to welcoming Brother Aaron Hurst, who is 
relocating to the Boston area with his new job.   

With love in Christ, 

Brother Jim Sommerville, Recording Brother, Boston Ecclesia 

mailto:mattwalsh23@gmail.com
mailto:redwin664@gmail.com
mailto:sir_regan@hotmail.com
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MALAWI, 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters, 

It is with great joy that we announce the baptism of 5 members of 

Adam’s race who have made that wise choice in joining us in the race 

toward Zion. After a good confession of their faith the following 

brothers and sister can now walk that straight and narrow path to God’s 

Soon coming Kingdom. 

Bro. Patrick Sumbuleta of the Mwambi Ecclesia 

Bro. Aggrey Carlos of the Kalingo Ecclesia 

Bro. Charles Chiwaya of the Mikindo Ecclesia. 

Sis. Dyna Mkandawire of the Kalingo Ecclesia. 

Bro. Kenneth Maganga of the Chileka Ecclesia. 

After their baptismal interview, what hinders them to be baptized? 

So, we went down to the river and there they were immersed. We pray 

that Yahweh watches our new brothers and sister and over all of us as 

we continue that race that leads to everlasting life in His righteous 

Kingdom. 

As we await that glorious day of Christ’s return let us continue in 

well doing, with the daily absorbing of his word and prayer for each 

and everyone in the household of faith, and for those who are 

struggling with the trials and illness that is so common to human 

nature. 

Love in Christ our hope, Bro. Bob Bent 

 

 

GATHERINGS & ACTIVITIES 
(To be held Yahweh Willing) 

LAMPASAS FRATERNAL GATHERING.….….………………June 8–10, 2018 

Bro. Mark Braune, 209 Ranger Dr, Buda TX, 78610 512-577-1119, 
markbraune@gmail.com 
HYE FRATERNAL GATHERING…….….…………….….….....July 22-29, 2018 

Bro. Mark Braune, 209 Ranger Dr, Buda TX, 78610 512-577-1119, 
markbraune@gmail.com, Study on 1st and 2nd Peter 
ODIADO BIBLE Study, Kenya.………..…….….………...  15 -19 August, 2018 
Bro. Shadrack Nakholi, Jackshadrack@gmail.com 

TENNESSEE Fraternal Gathering …….……………………..…Oct 6-7 2018 
Bro Jim Rankin 115 Sherwood Dr, Camden Tn 38320 731-441-8864 
email jttrans04@gmail.com “David and The Psalms” 

BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN YOUTH GATHERING KENYA……….  12 -16 December, 2018  
Place: Mumias, Bungoma County, Kenya. Theme: 2 Corinthians. For info email 
Bob Bent or Epa Wekati. 
     

tel:512-577-1119
mailto:markbraune@gmail.com
tel:512-577-1119
mailto:markbraune@gmail.com
mailto:Jackshadrack@gmail.com
tel:(731)%20441-8864
mailto:jttrans04@gmail.com
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“The Letter Killeth” 
“A  minister of the New Covenant: not of the letter, but of the Spirit: 

for the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life”—2 Corinthians 3:6. 

There is a great lesson in this, but it is often sadly misapplied to the 

detriment of holiness and encouragement of looseness. In the first 

place, we should note very particularly that the Scriptures never speak 

of the commands of Christ as the “letter that killeth.” Rather Jesus 

says— 

“The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life” 

(John 6:63). 

The “letter that killeth” was the Mosaic Law—the “law of carnal 

commandments”—designed specifically to expose and manifest man’s 

sinful, rebellious nature, and to humble him before his Almighty and 

Holy Maker. And even then, we must be very careful how we look 

upon the letter of this Law, for the Law was “holy, just and good” 

(Rom. 7:12). Jesus said (Matt. 23:23)— 

“This (the spirit of the Law) ought ye to have done, and not to leave 

the other (the letter) undone.” 

He condemned them—not for obeying the letter—but for glorifying 

the letter to the exclusion and neglect of the spirit which the letter was 

intended to develop and teach. To the Ephesian ecclesia, the Spirit says 

(Rev. 2:2-5)— 

“I know thy works, and thy labor, and thy patience…But—thou hast 

left thy first love…Repent or I will come and remove thy candlestick.” 

There is the letter without the spirit. If love is not the motive force, 

then works, labor, and patience are not only useless, but are obnoxious 

to God, for they just glorify the flesh. Therefore, God cannot 

acknowledge a candlestick—no matter how bright—that is shining by 

its own self-glorifying efforts, and not truly and consciously by the 

power of the Spirit of God. 

Whatever we are doing, the moment we let slip the consciousness 

that God gives all the increase, and that all power, both to will and to 

do, is of God—then we cease to serve God or to be of any value to Him 

because we cease to glorify Him and begin to glorify ourselves. 

*          *          * 

We must have a viewpoint regarding the “letter that killeth” that 

does not do dishonor to God’s holy Law given through Moses, nor to 

God’s own eternal goodness and kindness as manifested in all His 

works, including that Law. 
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Killing, or death, is always by and through SIN. Therefore, the 

killing part of the letter must be due to man, the sinner. Paul explains 

clearly how the letter kills (Rom. 7:9-13)— 

“For I was alive without the Law once . . .” 

— tha t  is before he reached the age of knowledge and 

responsibility—before the Law and all its lessons and implications 

broke upon his consciousness— 

“. . . but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died. And 

the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto 

death. 

“For SIN, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by 

it slew me. 

“The Law is holy, just and good. Was then that which is good made 

death unto me? God forbid. But SIN, that it might appear sin, 

WORKING DEATH IN ME by that which is good.” 

That is how “the letter killeth.” When we look into it and get the 

true picture of what it means, we find no justification at all for the very 

popular orthodox interpretation of this passage—that carefulness to 

observe the letter of God’s law kills, and we can quite safely ignore the 

“letter of the law” if we fulfill what we think is the “spirit of the law.” 

This is a very common, but very unsound and dangerous 

interpretation, very pleasing to the self-will of the flesh. It is par-

ticularly dangerous because this thought is so deeply ingrained into this 

passage in the world’s eyes that we are apt quite unconsciously to adopt 

the world’s view. 

But the true meaning does not convey this thought at all—by the 

letter of God’s Holy Law man was and is condemned—that is the 

whole purpose  of the Law, as Paul explains in writing to the Romans; 

then by God’s grace man is redeemed from condemnation, and given 

the power, by the Spirit, to fulfill the required righteousness of the Law 

by Jesus Christ. 

The Law of Moses, says Paul (2 Cor. 3:7), was a “ministration of 

death.” Why? Because— 

“Israel could not look to the end” (v. 13). 

Moses’ face shone with the glory of God, and Israel was afraid to 

look at him, and he had to cover his face—he had to conceal the glory 

that was the end of the Law—the “end” of the Law in two senses that 

are really one: for that glory manifested both the Law’s termination 

and the Law’s whole object and purpose. 
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The Law itself was “ordained to life,” as we have seen from Paul’s 

remarks in Rom. 7. In what way was a “ministration of death” ordained 

to life? 

It brought death that it might lead to life. It brought humility that it 

might lead to exaltation. Paul says it was a schoolmaster. What were 

the lessons that it taught? 

First of all, it taught God’s infinite majesty and holiness; then it 

taught sin’s sinfulness and ugliness, and man’s helplessness because of 

the power of sin; and then it taught God’s abounding love and mercy in 

the providing of the way to life through sacrifice and forgiveness. This 

is what Paul is endeavoring to show to the Roman brethren—the 

beautiful and essential place of the Law in the all-wise Divine pattern 

of salvation in Christ Jesus. 

But they “could not look to the end.” Because of the veil of the 

flesh they could not see the glory of the Spirit. They could not see 

Christ, who was the end and purpose and whole living meaning of 

every type and ordinance of the Law. 

The holy, and just, and good Law awakened in them no recognition 

of their weakness and helplessness and need—their need for the 

Saviour, the God-provided Lamb, the great High Priest, the Mercy-seat 

(or “Place of Mercy”), the Laver of Purification, the Altar of Sacrifice 

and the Altar of Prayer. They felt no need—and so the beautiful Law 

that God had given them failed—through the self-satisfied blindness of 

the flesh. But it did not really fail. 

*          *          * 

“The letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life.” 

The law of Christ must be applied in the Spirit of Christ. This holy, 

flesh-mortifying law, applied in any other way than the loving, humble 

spirit of Christ, is a terrible, destroying thing. 

But still the law must be applied. It must be honored and upheld. 

We are doing Christ no service when we slur over his law in a mistaken 

application of what we consider love and mercy on the plea that the 

“letter killeth.” There is nothing killing about the letter of Christ’s law, 

properly understood and applied. Rather we die without it. 

It should never be necessary for an ecclesia to enforce Christ’s law. 

It should never be necessary to apply the command— 

“If thy brother trespass, rebuke him.” 

It should never be necessary to apply— 

“Put away from yourselves that wicked person.” 
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The law of Christ was never meant to be applied in this way. It was 

meant rather to be received in every minute detail eagerly and lovingly 

and anxiously by everyone who takes upon himself the great and holy 

Name of Jesus. 

Why is it that the transforming glories of this holy and Divine law 

are so often received so reluctantly among us? The answer lies in the 

deceitfulness of the flesh and the earthy, downward pull of the natural, 

animal mind. 

James calls this law the “perfect law of liberty” (James 1:25). A 

deeper and more accurate description could not be devised. Here are 

three interwoven and inseparable principles—perfection, law, and 

liberty. How—we may ask in our natural ignorance—how can there be 

liberty as long as there is law? Is not an imposed law restriction, and is 

not liberty freedom from restriction? 

But the mind of the Spirit reveals to us that there can never be true 

liberty without perfect obedience to perfect law. Jesus said— 

“Come unto me; learn to be free by submitting to my yoke” (John 

8:32; Matt. 11:29). 

Those that heard him answered in their darkness, “We want no 

yoke. We ARE free. We have never been in bondage” (John 8:33). But 

Jesus said to them (v.34)— 

“Whosoever committeth sin is the slave of sin.” 

All men are miserable, helpless slaves until Christ’s law and power 

sets them free from the power of sin within themselves. What is sin? 

“Sin,” says John, “is transgression of Divine law” (1 John 1:3-4)—

anything out of harmony with the Divine will and way. And sin is 

slavery unto death. 

So there is no perfect freedom outside of perfect obedience to God’s 

perfect law. Any deviation from that line means—to just that extent—

slavery and loss of true liberty. Whenever we yield to the desires of the 

flesh, we are not (as we proudly fancy) enjoying our freedom—we are 

rather publicly confessing our miserable slavery to an evil, dominating, 

gloating master, who finally mocks us with the wages of death for our 

craven service to him. Just looking ahead a few verses in this 3rd 

chapter of 2nd Cor., we see that Paul says (v. 17)— 

“Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” 

Liberty from Law? No. We cannot have liberty without law. We 

cannot be free without knowing and fulfilling the law, although the 

more freely we accept the law and the more we absorb it within us and 
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adjust our lives to its wisdom and light, the less it becomes law. Law, 

we are told (1 Tim. 1:9)— 

“Is not for the righteous, but for the lawless and disobedient.” 

 Is this a contradiction to what we have seen about the “perfect law 

of liberty?” No. We are all “lawless” to begin with—law is to create 

the righteous man. But to those who hunger and thirst after 

righteousness, it is not law, but wisdom; it has no penalties, but only 

blessings. 

*          *          * 

The ministration of condemnation was glorious (v.9). Where was its 

glory? In the face of Moses, the mediator of that law (v.7). But it was a 

fading glory; there was nothing permanent about it; it was a surface, 

super-imposed glory—a temporary manifestation of God’s glory—a 

shadowy type of the eternal “glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” 

(2 Cor. 4:6). 

Why was it in Moses’ face? Because he had appeared before God to 

plead on their behalf (Ex. 32:11), and through Moses God forgave them 

and accepted them and entered a covenant of life with them (Ex. 34:9-

10). 

They had, by transgression, forfeited God’s blessing, and had made 

themselves subject to His righteous and necessary judgment on sin. 

God was about to destroy them, but the fervent, effectual prayer of a 

righteous man saved them. 

Someone was found for whose sake God could righteously forgive 

them and allow mercy to triumph over justice without destroying or 

violating justice. So, their glory was in the face of Moses their savior, 

who brought them a law from God that could lead them back to life. 

But they could not see where the glory of the Law lay. They could 

not see to the end of the Law (vs. 13-14). 

 “For Christ is the end of the Law for everyone that hath faith.” 

That is, the discerning eye of faith. They lacked it, and therefore 

they failed. Whether they fought against the Law or whether they set 

themselves to obey every jot and tittle, still they failed. 

The letter killed them, either one way or the other, because they 

worshipped and glorified the letter as an end in itself. The law was 

given to teach them the great wisdom of humility—to lead them to 

recognize their helplessness and need. They used it to feed their pride 

and gratify their self-sufficiency. 

They forgot the great and culminating yearly sacrifice for sin. . 

.burned “without the camp.” 
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Are we ever so foolish as to measure ourselves against the perfect 

law of holiness with even a passing flash of self-satisfaction? Let us 

look to the end, and not fail like blind Israel. The end and purpose of 

the law is still the same—to teach us our natural helplessness and to 

lead us to the power of God in Christ, as Paul so beautifully describes 

in the last verse— 

“We  all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the 

Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as BY 

THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD.” 

The law of Christ is given so that weak, ugly, animal man may be 

led to a gradual transformation by the power of the Spirit into the image 

of Christ. 

It is only while, by constant effort, we are keeping our minds and 

thoughts directly focused on the Divine glory in the face of Jesus that 

essential process of spiritual transformation occurs. As soon as we look 

away, it stops. 

Unhappily, it is only too possible to be in an ecclesia for years and 

years in a stagnant, preoccupied, self-satisfied state, and never make any 

progress in spiritual transformation. How much closer are we to this 

Divine image than we were a year ago? How much have we grown in 

godliness? How much better do we comprehend—and manifest before 

men—the mind of Christ? It is relatively easy to “talk the Truth” to 

others, but how much of its true and gentle and holy spirit do we show 

to them in our lives? That is “preaching the Truth” in its fullness. 

What we call “doctrine” (although actually it is an artificial 

distinction, for all teaching and commands are doctrine)—what we call 

“doctrine” is truly important, yea, it is essential, but dead “doctrine” 

without the living spirit of holiness and love is but an ugly repulsive, 

rattling skeleton. 

What about those of us who have supposedly been going through 

this glorious, spiritual transforming process for 10, 20, 30, 40, or 50 or 

more years? What results have we to show? For in the end the sole test 

of the value and success of our lives will be—Has this process really 

occurred within us? 

Paul says (v. 4, next ch.) speaking of some— 

“In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them 

which believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is 

the image of God, should shine unto them.” 

Belief is a matter of action and way of life, not of words and 

profession, as James so searchingly points out. Is it possible that we are 

among those unfortunates whom the god of this world (the veil of the 
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flesh) has blinded, so that we are missing in our lives the Divine, 

transforming glories of Christ? — 

“If our Gospel be hid (veiled—it is the same word), it is hid to them 

that are lost” (v. 3). 

It is so easy to have the Gospel, but to be veiled from its power. 

Israel is our great lesson to teach humility and carefulness. Though 

exposed to the direct glories of the Law for hundreds and hundreds of 

years—though memorizing and contending about every jot and tittle—

they never reached the goal to which the Law was intended to lead 

them, because they had a “veil upon their heart.” 

The veil, of course, is the flesh—the motions of the flesh—blocking 

off the vision of, and entrance into, the Most Holy Place. Christ alone 

was able to seize this veil in strong, Divinely-guided hands, and tear it 

from top to bottom—from top to bottom—the power was from above. 

It was death for any but the High Priest to enter the Holy of Holies 

It was death to even look with open face upon the Ark, as 50,000 men 

of Bethshemesh proved at the cost of their lives (1 Sam. 6:19). But Paul 

says (Heb. 10:19)— 

“Having therefore boldness to enter into the Holiest, by the blood of 

Jesus.” 

Boldness to enter into the Holiest! Boldness—not presumption or 

brazenness, but loving, intimate confidence and assurance—to look 

with open face upon the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, the 

living Ark! Paul says (v. 12)— 

“Seeing then we have such hope, we use great plainness (marg: 

boldness) of speech.” 

Great boldness of speech—in two ways: first, speaking confidently 

and intimately of holy things that Israel hardly dared to mention, and 

second, speaking with great plainness and seriousness about the 

tremendous responsibilities involved. 

Do we realize the great and fearful holiness of our calling? Do we 

forget the elaborate carefulness and sanctification in all details that was 

required of the High Priest when he entered the Most Holy, “that he die 

not?” And not only at that time, but at all times: Every thing had to be 

exactly as God specified—not because there was any intrinsic 

importance in the ritual itself, but because of the great importance of 

carefulness and obedience in the realities of character that these 

shadows typified. 

What do these things typify? What is the essential reality they 

teach? Can we “see to the end?” Or shall we, too, fail? God said, as the 
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smoke of His anger still arose from the burnt bodies of Nadab and 

Abihu (Lev. 10:3)— 

“I  will be sanctified in them that come nigh Me, and before all the 

people I will be glorified.” 

God has not changed. We have assembled ourselves into ecclesias 

solely for the purpose of sanctifying and glorifying God and drawing 

nigh unto Him in the sight of all the people. 

We claim to be a genuine epistle of Christ written to men by the 

Spirit of God. This is the figure Paul uses in the early verses of this 

chapter. As such, we must cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of flesh 

and spirit—all unclean and worldly habits and ways of thought. 

If our claim to be a genuine epistle written by the power of the 

Spirit is justified by the actual facts, there is no more glorious and 

beautiful thing than such an assembly, all knit together in love, all 

seeking God’s glory and each other’s welfare, all submitting to each 

other and striving earnestly to avoid doing anything that would 

mar the mutual holiness or distress one another. 

Let us dwell upon this last thought—the sincere and Christlike 

desire to avoid grieving or offending our brethren. There are many 

powerful arguments against worldly things, habits, and activities, but 

none more powerful than Paul’s beautiful declaration: 

“While the world standeth, I will not do anything that will offend 

or distress my brother.” 

Truly such a body of people is an “epistle of Christ written by the 

Spirit of the living God”—a peculiar people, a holy nation, a royal 

priesthood, created and ordained of God for the purpose of good works 

to the honor and glory of His Name. 

Nothing is sadder than when—with all the external necessities 

prepared and supplied—all the “doctrine”—all the ecclesial framework 

and organization—this divine ideal fails to materialize in its spiritual 

beauty because the veil of the flesh interposes, and there is coldness 

and darkness and pettiness and smallness where the marvelous light of 

God’s glory should be flooding and permeating all. 

*           *          * 

“We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the 

power may be of God and not of us” ( I  Cor. 4:7). 

The vessel exists solely to contain and display the treasure. The 

vessel has no value or glory or purpose in itself. The vessel is 

intentionally made valueless and weak. It was essential that Paul 

should be weak and poor and despised and buffeted, as was his Master 
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before him. This was necessary to his value to God, and his fellowship 

with Christ, and so he “gloried in his infirmities,” perceiving the Divine 

wisdom behind them. 

No one was swayed by Paul’s oratory; no one was attracted by his 

wealth; no one was awed by his position or worldly ability. To the 

natural man he carried not a spark of influence or authority. He was, as 

he said (1 Cor. 4:13)— 

“As the filth of the world, and the offscouring of all things.”  

Purposely, in the wisdom of God, he possessed nothing to attract the 

natural man. But to those few among men who discerned real and 

spiritual values, this insignificant wanderer on the Roman highways 

brought a treasure of eternal and inestimable worth. These were the 

ones into whose hearts God had shined (v. 6)— 

“God hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of 

the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 

No one should ever be the same again, once God has shined into 

their hearts the light of His glory. All bitterness and selfishness should 

be melted away. All smallness and pettiness and interest in present 

things should disappear. 

For what else can be compared with the shining of God’s own glory 

into a man’s heart, relating him to a splendid and eternal order of 

things, and starting forces in motion within him that will lead him 

upward and upward until he stands in immortal and resplendent glory, 

clothed with the Divine nature? 

Paul grasped the overwhelming reality of these things, and lived 

every moment of his life completely saturated with this spiritual 

atmosphere. Little wonder, then, that he could say, quite simply and 

unaffectedly, even amid a life of almost unparalleled suffering and 

tribulation (v. 17): 

“Our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 

more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 

“Though our outward man perish,” he says (v. 16), “yet the inward 

man is renewed day by day.” 

The outlook of Paul is always refreshingly exalted and spiritual. The 

great majority are so much more concerned about the welfare, comfort 

and appearance of the perishing outward man; but Paul had clearer 

vision, and he calls to all down through the ages into whose hearts the 

all-sufficient glory of God has shined (v. 18)— 
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“We look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which 

are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things 

which are not seen are eternal.” 

Let us endeavor to live wholly in this wholesome, spiritual 

atmosphere with Paul, viewing all things from the eternal viewpoint 

and keeping the cleansing glory of God shining into our hearts. There 

are eternal things—things that the natural eye sees not—glorious, 

endless things that are offered to us freely. Paul says in v. 15— 

“All things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might 

through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. 

“All things are for your sakes . . .All things are yours . . .the world, 

or life, or death, or things present, or things to come—all are yours, 

and ye are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.”  

Why, then, with this priceless glory of God streaming freely into our 

hearts, should we sit down among the ashes and seek after empty, earthy 

things?                                                                    —Bro. G.V.Growcott 

 

Signs -  Notes from a Lecture 

Eze. 38:13 Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, 
with all the young lions thereof, shall say unto thee, Art thou come 
to take a spoil? hast thou gathered thy company to take a prey? to 
carry away silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to take a 
great spoil? 

These are the nations, along with Yemen (who is currently in a 
civil war,) which make up the resistance to that northern force that 
was described to us in our last lecture. An example of this 
cooperation can be seen in an article from the New York Times 
from March 22, only one month ago. We read there: 

[New York Time, March 22, 2018] WASHINGTON - The State 
Department said on Thursday that it had approved the sale of an 
estimated $670 million in anti-tank missiles to Saudi Arabia, just 
hours after Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman met with 
Pentagon leaders to discuss the Saudi-led bombing campaign in 
Yemen. 

The proposed package includes up to 6,700 missiles made by 
Raytheon, as well as spare parts for American-made tanks and 
helicopters that Saudi Arabia already owns. 

The proposed sale is bound to be questioned by Congress, 
where the Senate this week rejected a bipartisan effort to halt 
American military support for the bombing campaign in Yemen. The 
Trump administration strenuously protested the effort and sent 
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Pentagon and State Department officials to Capitol Hill last week to 
lobby against its passage. 

In the end, the administration prevailed, and lawmakers from 
both parties shelved the measure for further debate by the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee. That it got that far demonstrates the 
increased frustration by Republicans and Democrats over 
Washington’s support for the Saudi campaign against Iranian-
backed Houthis in Yemen, which has been roundly criticized by 
human rights organizations because of the large number of civilian 
casualties. [End Quote] 

Congress had one month to void this deal, and that one month 
ended last Sunday, with no effort made to stop it. 

Now as we mentioned, Yemen is the only one of the southern 
states not perfectly aligned according to Exe. 38. But there is a civil 
war taking place between the Sunni Muslims supported by Saudi 
Arabia and neighbouring Arab states, and the Shi’ite Muslims 
supported by Iran. 

This civil war is both civil and religious. The Shi’ite Muslims, of 
Iran might be reasonably compared to the Catholic Christians. The 
Shi’ites believe that the leader of the group must always be a 
descendant of Mohammed. The Sunnis, like the protestant 
Christians, believe that the leader does not need to be 
Mohammed’s descendants. So, while this is a civil war for control, 
it’s a religious war, not unlike the Protestant Catholic wars of 
Europe. 

All the nations which are to be aligned with the western powers 
at the time of the end are Sunni Muslims. All the nations which are 
to be aligned with Russia, the northern invader, are Shi’ite Muslims. 
It is interesting how God used this rift between religious 
superstitions to align the nations precisely the way He wanted them. 

The Shi’ite Muslims in Yemen, who are called the Houthis, are in 
fact surrounded on every side by Sunnis. Egypt, Saudi Arabia, 
Jordan, and even the Palestinians of Hamas in the Gaza strip, are 
all Sunni Muslims. And it is no secret that while the United States 
was anxious to sell weapons to Saudi Arabia to defend against the 
growing power of Iran, the Saudis themselves figured the best way 
to fight Iran, was to put an end to their supporters in Yemen. And 
while some American congressmen complained about this, in the 
end, Saudi Arabia will have an easy path to helping the Sunnis end 
that civil war. 

The other southern Arab state some question, is Qatar. Qatar is 
very closely aligned with the southern power, in that there is a major 
American Navy Port, and a major American Air Force base in Qatar. 
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Most of the second Iraq War was fought from Qatar. But Qatar 
normalized relations with Iran in 2017, paying a 700-million-dollar 
ransom for Qatar soldiers taken fighting Iran in Syria, and this led to 
conflict with the rest of the southern Arab states. And Qatar is the 
home of the Arab News Agency, Al Jazeera. A boycott of Qatar 
continues to this day by Saudi Arabia and other southern Arab 
states. But even with the diplomatic problems, it’s hard to consider 
Qatar as anything but the most loyal of southern states, due to the 
tremendous cooperation between Qatar and the US military. 

Now, of course the northern nation of the alliance for the war 
called Armageddon, most in the news today has been Syria. Syria 
is a nation in a very difficult and complicated civil war. Its leaders 
are a form of Shi’ite, called Alawite Muslims, led by Bashar Assad, 
and they are very much a minority of the population in Syria. The 
majority are Sunni Muslims, which is the reason the Syrian 
government has killed so many of its own citizens. And those Sunni 
Muslims who can, have generally fled. 

Syria is not mentioned in the 38th Chapter of Ezekiel, but there 
can be no question where Syria lines up in the latter days. It will be 
with Russia. If the 38th chapter of Ezekiel gives us the nations who 
line up for the war of the great day of God Almighty, it is the 11th 
chapter of Daniel which gives us to know the events. 

The eleventh chapter of Daniel explains a war between two great 
powers, the King of the North, and the King of the South. This was 
actually the war brought on by the death of Alexander the Great. 
Daniel had previously prophesied of the war this way: 

Dan 8:4 I saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, and 
southward; so that no beasts might stand before him, neither was 
there any that could deliver out of his hand; but he did according to 
his will and became great. 

You know, in just my lifetime, we have seen Egypt have several 
varied leaders who tried to move Egypt away from the southern 
alliance, all to fail. We saw Abdul Nasser, back in the 1960s, take 
Egypt communist. Egypt joined the satellite states of the old Soviet 
Union. And Nikita Khrushchev, then President of the USSR, 
described Egypt’s move to the orbit of the future Northern king, to 
be “irreversible.” Only it wasn’t. Nasser suffered a heart attack at 
age 52, and in his place came Anwar Sadat who reversed, what the 
Soviets called “irreversible.” 

The new government in Egypt allowed for the arming of Hamas 
on Israel’s southern border. They pumped arms to the Syrian rebels 
fighting against Iran and Syrian rule for Syria. They worked to bring 
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Libya into the Sunni camp, which as was explained last month by 
Bro. Lee, cannot be. Libya is clearly with the King of the North. 

When the Muslim brotherhood tried to take control of the 
Egyptian Army, General Al Sissi rebelled, put down the new 
government, took back control of the country. And while the former 
US administration sought to punish Al Sissi, the current president 
celebrates him. In fact, General Al Sissi was the first to call 
President Donald Trump following his election. 

Al Sissi showed his support for the United States almost 
immediately. When he was trying to get into the good graces of the 
Obama administration, he sponsored the bill in the United Nations 
which eventually passed in December 23, 2016, which made Israeli 
government officials “war criminals” for the occupation of East 
Jerusalem, and the West Bank. When President Trump called Al 
Sissi after winning the election, he asked Al Sissi to withdraw his 
motion, and he did. Sadly for Israel, New Zealand picked up the 
motion, and it still passed with the United States abstaining. 

But through it all, Egypt, the King of the South has shown how 
badly she wants to be a part of the Southern Alliance, as the Bible 
says she will. 

Syria is the antitypical King of the North and must be with 
Russia, as we see this day. Egypt is the antitypical King of the 
South and must be with the United States, as we see this day. And 
the events we recently observed in Syria, shows that this is the 
alliance currently in place. 

In the most recent military action in Syria, we saw the United 
States with Britain and France attack Syria, even while Russia was 
set for the defence of Syria. Russia yielded, and the US launched 
85 missiles into Syria, while France launched eleven, and Britain 
launched 9. So here we saw the beginning of the Ships of Tarshish 
with all her young lions, set for the defence of their interests in the 
Middle East. And with the close associations of the southern Arab 
states, her interests are more obvious and intense, than at any 
previous time. 

A question may arise, does France belong in this Tarshish 
alliance? And the obvious answer is no. France is the Gomer of 
Eze. 38, and not a part of the southern alliance. But that France has 
a role to play in the Middle East is obvious from Revelations. 
Speaking directly about the battle of Armageddon, Revelations 
says: 

Rev. 16:13-14 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come 
out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, 
and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are the spirits of 
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devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth 
and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day 
of God Almighty. 

Now the frog is the ancient battle symbol of France, before 
Charlemagne. Much of France is low lying swampy land, and the 
frog was a natural choice for them, to represent France. The original 
battle symbols for France were three frogs together. This changed 
to three lilies, the flour of the Lily, under Charlemagne, but clearly 
the frogs are a symbol of France. And these frog like spirits are said 
to be unclean. Well, the three spirits which came out of France, and 
which changed the world in the late 1700s, was the cry of liberty, 
equality, and fraternity, or brotherhood. Now we might note that all 
three of these principles are divine principles. But the Scriptures call 
them unclean. We might ask why, and the answer would be, that all 
these principles were betrayed, first by Napoleon, and ultimately by 
Karl Marx who lived and worked, and spread his diseased spirits 
through the earth from France; and instead of freeing the 
population, these principles have been used to enslave the 
populations through the political concept we know as socialism. It is 
France, and it is socialism which leads the world to the battle of 
Armageddon. So it should come as no surprise that we see France 
heavily involved in the Middle East. 

Now, we have pointed out that France is out of position for the 
time of the end, as is most of Europe. And this actually ties into why 
France has taken the recent position she has taken. There is in 
Europe, a very powerful nationalist movement, sponsored by 
Russia. This movement works against the principles of a united 
Europe under the European Union and seeks to re-establish the 
national identity of each nation. It is very much anti-immigration, but 
it is also anti-Brussels, which is the capital of the European Union. 
This movement recently won its elections in Hungary, it stopped 
Germany from forming a government for nearly five months, and 
most important to our current discussion about France, it nearly 
defeated the socialist government in France in the last election, 
gaining the second most votes in both France and Germany. This 
movement is very heavily pro Russia and financed by Russia. 

Concerning the recent elections in Hungary, Wickapedia reports: 

The 2018 Hungarian parliamentary election took place on 8 April 
2018. This parliamentary election was the 8th since the 1990 first 
multi-party election and the 2nd since the adoption of a new 
Constitution of Hungary which came into force on 1 January 2012. 
The result was a victory for the Fidesz-KDNP alliance, preserving its 
two-thirds majority, with Viktor Orbán remaining Prime Minister. 
Orbán and Fidesz campaigned primarily on the issues of 
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immigration and foreign meddling, and the election was seen as a 
victory for right-wing populism in Europe. 

Right wing populism in Europe is a word that simply means 
fascism. Fascism is a form of socialism, but it emphasizes states 
and sovereignty, where socialists would want a one world, no state, 
no border situation, such as exists in the European Union. 

In France, Emmanuel Macron, the socialist defeated Marine Le 
Penn, of the Nationalist Front, which has had very close ties to 
Russia in the past, especially when led by her father. The 
Nationalist Front, is also considered a right-wing group, opposed to 
immigration, and opposed to the European Union. President 
Macron won the last election in a run off against Le Penn. He won 
that election with 66% of the vote against Le Penn. But today, his 
popularity has dropped to only 40%. So having the chance to fight 
against Russia was exactly what he personally needed, to try and 
keep support for Russia and his political enemies in the Nationalist 
Front in France, at bay. And while this is good political strategy, no 
doubt it has some greater purpose in creating all the events 
necessary for the time of the end, and will ultimately backfire, when 
Russia assumes control of all of Europe, except Britain. 

By looking at the 38th chapter of Ezekiel, we can see that all of 
continental Europe lines up with Russia, just as they are moving 
today. But I very much doubt that this change will come peaceably. 
Those who have united Europe by force, whether Romans, or 
French under Charlemagne, or Austria, or the French under 
Napoleon, or the Germans under Hitler; all the uniters have done so 
with two tools. First, by moving their armies across Europe, and 
second by being helped by a sympathetic native population. For 
instance, when Napoleon moved across Europe, he was promising 
to bring liberty, fraternity, and equality to the peoples of Europe, 
who felt crushed by the kings under whom they lived. So there was 
no great national protest against Napoleon, most of Europe 
preferring him to their kings. The same can be said about Adolph 
Hitler, and the German conquest of continental Europe. The 
Catholic Church so backed Hitler, that they discouraged the native 
population from fighting him. History calls it Hitler’s Fifth Column, a 
reference to the fact that Hitler met little resistance as his armies 
went forth to conquer. 

Russia is setting herself up exactly the same way, today. Her 
policies are now dominating some states, like Hungary, but also 
running strong seconds in the significant nations like Germany and 
France. History and Bible prophesy indicates that Russia will take 
Europe by force. And this force will succeed because of the 
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sympathies for Russia and the policies she promises, that already 
exist within the borders of the conquered countries. 

It is no accident that France aligned with the United States in this 
most recent attack on Syria. If anything, it shows a concern, 
perhaps even a desperation felt by the European socialists to stave 
off Russian Fascism. So, while the world may celebrate this 
cooperation, rather we should watch the local politics in France, to 
see what effect it is truly having. 

So, what should we look for, now that the nations are all so 
closely aligned for the time of the end? Well, Bro. Lee explained this 
to us last month. What is it that motivates Russia to descend upon 
the mountains of Israel. 

Ezekiel 38:11-12 And thou shalt say, I will go up to the land of 
unwalled villages; I will go to them that are at rest, that dwell safely, 
all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor 
gates, To take a spoil, and to take a prey; to turn thine hand upon 
the desolate places that are now inhabited, and upon the people 
that are gathered out of the nations, which have gotten cattle and 
goods, that dwell in the midst of the land. 

Russia descends upon Israel, when Israel thinks they are at 
peace. They are at rest. They dwell safely. They have no bars or 
gates. All of this speaks to a great peace process, something we 
have never seen. Backing up Ezekiel 38, we read this from the 
apostle Paul: 

1Thess 5:1-3 But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye 
have no need that I write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly 
that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For when 
they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh 
upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not 
escape. 

This is the last event prior to Russia descending upon the 
mountains of Israel. When they call out peace and safety, then 
cometh sudden destruction. But the peace is not real. And the claim 
of peace, is part of the reason for the great destruction that is to 
come upon Israel. For the prophet Jeremiah warned them about the 
false peace: 

Jeremiah 8:10-13 Therefore will I give their wives unto others, 
and their fields to them that shall inherit them: for every one from 
the least even unto the greatest is given to covetousness, from the 
prophet even unto the priest every one dealeth falsely. For they 
have healed the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, 
Peace, peace; when there is no peace. Were they ashamed when 
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they had committed abomination? nay, they were not at all 
ashamed, neither could they blush: therefore, shall they fall among 
them that fall: in the time of their visitation they shall be cast down, 
saith the LORD. I will surely consume them, saith the LORD: there 
shall be no grapes on the vine, nor figs on the fig tree, and the leaf 
shall fade; and the things that I have given them shall pass away 
from them. 

They dealt falsely, when they cried out peace, peace. There was 
no peace. There could be no peace while the abominations of the 
world are committed in Israel. And they do have every abomination 
under the sun. This peace agreement, which appears from Bible 
prophesy to be well known in advance by the people that they are 
putting the nation at risk, is what brings Israel’s enemies against 
them. And that Jews would put Jews at risk, comes as no surprise. 
Even the Jews themselves refer to Jews who would sell out the 
nation, as Jew hating Jews. 

Now, it should come as no surprise that the battles we spoke 
earlier of as the war between the King of the North, and the King of 
the South, came about as the result of a peace agreement. In 
Daniel 11: 5-8 we read: 

Daniel 11:5-8 And the king of the south shall be strong, and one 
of his princes; and he shall be strong above him and have 
dominion; his dominion shall be a great dominion. And in the end of 
years they shall join themselves together; for the king’s daughter of 
the south shall come to the king of the north to make an agreement: 
but she shall not retain the power of the arm; neither shall he stand, 
nor his arm: but she shall be given up, and they that brought her, 
and he that begat her, and he that strengthened her in these times. 
But out of a branch of her roots shall one stand up in his estate, 
which shall come with an army, and shall enter into the fortress of 
the king of the north, and shall deal against them, and shall prevail: 
And shall also carry captives into Egypt their gods, with their 
princes, and with their precious vessels of silver and of gold; and he 
shall continue more years than the king of the north. 

So, the point in all this, is it is not so important to us whether or 
not Russia is in position to advance against the South. They are 
not. But the most important thing to us is the formation of a peace 
treaty. 

Now this is an important lesson. We know that when Russia 
rattles its sabres, or Israel is engaged in war, interest in faith 
increases. For instance, there were many Christadelphians baptized 
as a result of the six-day war, in 1967. It is fair to presume, then, 
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that peace in the Middle East will make it more likely that folks, 
especially those weak in the faith, will let down their guard. 

Matt. 24:46-51 “Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he 
cometh shall find so doing. Verily I say unto you, that he shall make 
him ruler over all his goods. But and if that evil servant shall say in 
his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; And shall begin to smite his 
fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; The lord of 
that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in 
an hour that he is not aware of, And shall cut him asunder, and 
appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.”    

                                   
Iran Nuclear Deal. The Iran Nuclear Deal was an agreement 
between Iran and several other nations to stop economic sanctions 
against Iran, in exchange for certain concessions Iran was to make, 
to slow their development of a nuclear weapon. 

The agreement was between Britain, France, Germany, Russia, 
China, the European Union, and the United States. With the US 
withdrawal, it places the US in agreement with its Bionically 
prophesied Middle East allies, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Israel; all 
who celebrated America’s withdrawal from this agreement: while 
creating problems between the US with the European states which 
will ultimately make up the Gogian alliance. (Of course, something 
must occur to get Britain out of the European associations of 
nations, and many in Britain are working on that.) 

So the ending of this agreement by the US is completely consistent 
with Bible prophesy, and a solidifying of the Southern Alliance which 
will resist Gog when she advances into Israel, bent on the 
destruction of the Jews. 

The real problems between the US and Europe will occur in 90 days 
to 6 months, as the US economic sanctions against Iran come into 
play. The US has stopped all future trade agreements and is 
allowing 90 days to 180 days for companies to end their business 
agreements with Iran. The US will insist that all countries in Europe 
using American licenses for their products, stop doing business with 
Iran. And more problematic, the US may even sanction any nation 
who refuses to honor the US sanctions against Iran. That will further 
acerbate the trade differences between the US and the EU, Europe 
is already upset with the US over some trade tariffs, particularly 
those related to steel and aluminum. This will not help that at all. 

                                                                        —Bro. Jim Phillips 
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Meditations— Deity’s Ways No. 106 

THERE is to be no conscription at present. The prospect is hopeful, 

too, as regards the future. Lord Kitchener says, “I have no complaint 

whatever to make about the response to my appeals for men.” The 

Government, to the surprise of many, express no intention of altering 

the voluntary system. “I see nothing,” said Mr. Asquith, in his speech 

of November 16th, “in the recent figures of recruiting to discourage for 

a moment the belief that we can raise our numbers to the highest 

figure.” Those newspapers, too, which have been clamouring for 

compulsory military service are changing their tone. The Daily Express, 

one of the foremost agitators, now says, “We do not deny the 

possibility that the two million men that are absolutely essential for the 

campaign may yet be raised by voluntary enlistment” (November 12th). 

The Morning Post, another of the agitators, says, “We do not doubt that 

the second million will quickly be filled up” (November 17th). This 

trend of events is a blessing for which we should be deeply thankful. 

May we not say that we enjoy it as a result of faithful prayer? To affirm 

otherwise would be to show ourselves unworthy and unbelieving. But 

whilst the peril of conscription lasts, and it will continue until victory 

for the allied armies is in sight, let us continue to pray. It may please 

God so to operate on the minds of men, both rulers and subjects, to 

exempt entirely His children from the dreadful evil. 

Compulsory service may or may not be adopted. It is for 

Christadelphians to be prepared for the worst. Even if a petition to 

Parliament for exemption be received favourably, no brother must 

expect to be exempted apart from appearing and answering before the 

authorities. For a brother, at such a time, merely to say, “I am a 

Christadelphian,” will not be sufficient. He will have to state, we may 

be quite sure, the grounds upon which his refusal to serve in the army 

are based. This he should be in a position to do, scripturally and 

intelligently. He should also be able to reply to any objections that 

might be raised. Brethren will, therefore, be wise if they renew at once 

their acquaintance with the evidence and arguments for the stand which 

loyalty to Christ will compel them to take. To be forewarned is to be 

forearmed. Let the older brethren instruct and encourage the younger 

ones, and let the younger brethren study the question in all its bearings. 

Further, if any of us should be called before the authorities, let us see to 

it that our attitude be such as the scriptures enjoin, one of decorum and 

respect, avoiding all appearance of flippancy, impudence and rudeness. 

Above all, let each one of us take steps, not knowing what may befall 

us, to build up that confidence and courage that will enable us in the 
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day of trial to be staunch to our convictions, though the cost should be 

imprisonment or death. 

“Worthy people, but bad citizens.” This is a newspaper description 

of men who conscientiously refuse to bear arms for King and Country. 

As we (Christadelphians) are among the ones against whom this 

indictment is laid, what is our answer to it? The advantages of war, 

under certain circumstances, must not be ignored. The sword is the 

terror of the evil-doer. Neither must we overlook in our reply that God 

in time past sanctioned and commanded war. War is cruel; it is 

dreadful; but it is not always wrong. Some of the most illustrious of the 

Bible worthies have been warriors—righteous warriors. Christ has yet 

to show himself as “a man of war.” Why then should we, in this age, 

stand aside from a soldier’s life? Our reply can be put in few words. 

War means avenging—killing—and God has said: “Avenge not,” 

“Thou shalt not kill” (Lev. 19:18; Rom. 12:19; Exod. 20:13; Rom. 

13:9). To go in opposition to these commandments, without authority 

from God, is disobedience. In this age, none of His children has 

received this authority. This is our answer, and no amount of taunting 

plausibility of Gentile war patronisers can upset it. When God wishes 

us to slay, He will plainly tell us so. Until He does, we must abide by 

the New Testament precepts, which inculcate non-resistance, non-

retaliation, non-avenging, and follow the example of Christ and his 

apostles, and the example likewise of those early Christians, who, as 

Gibbon records, steadfastly refused “to shed the blood of their fellow-

Christians, either by the sword of justice or that of war.” (This 

“Meditation” appeared at the time of the Boer war, and is appropriate 

now.) 

We need faith. Without it we shall not survive the trials of our 

probationary life (1 Jno. 5:4). What is faith? It is not a natural gift. It is 

not mere credulity. Faith (to quote the words of our late brother 

Roberts) is “confidence in the teaching of God concerning Himself and 

His purposes.” The value of faith is indicated in Heb. 11. Brethren, if 

faith can accomplish the noble and heroic deeds which are recounted in 

this chapter, how foolish we are if we neglect the means by which this 

virtue is to be got. What are the means? Not the reading of the forty 

miles of books in the British Museum. Nothing so laborious as that is 

required. “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God” 

(Rom. 10:17). Or, expressed in another way, faith cometh by reading 

and meditating on the scriptures. What shall we say to emphasise the 

truth of this apostolic pronouncement? Simply this, let us open our eyes 

to the men who have been faithful to the advice, and to those who have 
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not. In this we shall find both an encouragement and a warning. Among 

the former class we shall not find a covetous Judas, or a worldly, 

pleasure-seeking Demas. Nor among the latter class an enthusiastic, 

Bible-loving Timothy, or a brave, self-sacrificing Onesiphorous, or a 

truth-seeking God-fearing Apollos or Mary. We should hear fewer 

grumbles and fewer “I can’ts” if brethren and sisters were only to 

remember and act on Paul’s counsel in Rom. 10:17. Let us, by all 

means, pray for faith, but let us not forget that unless we read and study 

the scriptures, we may be upon our knees from morning till night in 

vain. 

Dr. Herzl’s colonisation scheme is, for the present, under a cloud. 

No movement, it is said, has suffered more from the war than Zionism. 

The newly-created colonies are in distress and peril, and some of the 

best activities of the movement have been paralysed—communication 

with many of the federations has been cut off, branches have been 

closed, emigration has been brought to a standstill, important 

publications have been suspended, and the funds seriously affected. All 

this is sad news, but let it not destroy our faith. The Scriptures cannot 

be broken—the long foretold and long expected prosperity and security 

of the preadventually gathered Jews in Palestine must speedily come 

(Ezekiel 38:8–13). The reverse caused by the war is only temporary. 

The happenings of the moment should be looked upon by us as the 

operations of wise and divine strategy. Before long we may reasonably 

expect to see Zionism go forward by leaps and bounds. Men without 

any particular knowledge of God’s purpose are opening their eyes to 

future Israelitish possibilities. “We shall one day be a nation again—

perhaps this very war will bring that about” (A Whitechapel Jew)— 

“Could Israel hope for a more opportune moment to bring its claims 

open to the people of these islands than the present?” (Dr. Salis 

Daiches)— “Possibly in six months’ time . . . the Allies will have 

occupied both Mesopotamia and Palestine” (Daily Mail)— “It is within 

their (the Allies) option to make Zionism practical politics—to do for 

the Jewish territorial idea what Russia has already done for Poland” 

(Globe)— “The Turk is going to be turned out of Europe. He will no 

longer rule in Syria. Palestine and the custody of the holy places may 

come up for international settlement before another year is out” 

(Arnold White). 

Paul was a man of sorrows—he wept often (Acts 20:19, 31; 2 Cor. 

2:4; Phil. 3:18). His tears, however, were invariably mingled with joy 

(2 Cor. 6:10). The reason for this he explains in his writings. The 

apostle recognised what the Scriptures so plainly reveal, that evil is of 
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God (Is. 45:7; Ecc. 1:13; Heb. 12:11; 2 Cor. 4:17, 18), and is an 

experience that works great good to the upright. So positive was Paul 

on this point that he could say, “We glory in tribulations” (Rom. 5:3)— 

“I take pleasure in them” (2 Cor. 12:10). In suffering evil, let us strive 

to be Paul-like. Let us exhibit his patience, fortitude, and strong 

conviction as to the author and object of evil. Whatever form our 

troubles may take, we shall discover that they find a place in Paul’s life. 

Are we in grief through personal shortcomings? —through bodily 

infirmity? —through the sufferings or loss of loved ones? —through 

the lukewarmness of professors? —through cruel and infamous 

treatment received from others? Then let us turn to Paul and observe 

his faithful and divinely-philosophical way of viewing matters and take 

to ourselves the comfort which he advances. Here are a few of his 

many cheering and satisfying utterances: 2 Cor. 4:15, 17; Rom. 8:18, 

28; Rom. 7:22–25; 2 Cor. 1:6.                     —Bro. A.T. Jannaway  1913 

 

The Ordinance Of Baptism 

There is much importance and deep significance in the ordinance of 

baptism. To understand it we must go-back to the very beginning of 

man’s existence on the earth. We remember that when the man and the 

woman were first created, they were pronounced “very good” as they 

came from the Creator’s hand. 

But sin soon entered into the lives of Adam and Eve. The 

commandment of God was disobeyed. The curse of death was the 

result: 

“In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto 

the ground, for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust 

shalt thou return” (Gen. 3:19). 

This sentence of God changed the very good nature of man to a 

condition of toil, sorrow, pain and7death. The sentence took effect in 

their bodies and made them dying creatures. And so it is that death has 

passed upon all men. It is the common experience of us all, and there is 

no escape from it except in the way God has provided. 

While we are weak and hopeless ourselves, God is strong and 

willing to help us. Back in the Garden of Eden He promised a Seed of 

the woman that would destroy the sin power that is the cause of death 

in us. 

In due time this Seed appeared, according to God’s promise, the Son 

of God and the son of man. By the strength of his moral character and 
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by the power of God’s spirit that was with him, he was able to 

overcome the temptations of his mortal nature that he inherited from his 

mother. 

He submitted his life to God in perfect obedience, even to the death 

on the cross. When Jesus hung on the cross, suffering pain and sorrow 

and death, along with the taunts and jeers of those who crucified him, 

he was condemning sin in the flesh. 

This was a public exhibition for all to see and understand, in all 

ages, how God looks upon sin. It was an illustration of what, was due 

to sin. So the very flesh that sinned in the Garden of Eden was in this 

manner crucified. 

But the fact that Jesus understood this from God’s point of view, 

and that he willingly co-operated in the work of destroying sin by 

giving himself over to death for the purpose of having it condemned, 

made his work pleasing to God. Jesus never sinned himself. He worked 

against it all his life. He loved righteousness and hated iniquity. So 

when he died on the cross he made the perfect offering for sin - a Lamb 

without spot or blemish. 

They took him down from the cross and laid him in the tomb. But 

the grave couldn’t hold him; for we read that, 

“the God of peace brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the 

everlasting covenant.” 

On the third day the tomb was opened by the angels and Jesus 

walked out, a living man - to die no more. His work had been done. 

The everlasting covenants of God with man promising eternal 

inheritance in the earth had been confirmed by the blood of his perfect 

sacrifice. Life and immortality had been brought to light. The power of 

sin had been broken, and Jesus emerged from it all an immortal man. 

Jesus, as well as all the other heirs of God’s promises, was mortal 

and subject to death. This was a condition that had to be removed 

before entrance could be obtained by any into the immortal glory of the 

age to come. In the life and work of Jesus we are able to see and 

understand, from beginning to end, the operation of God’s plan of 

redemption for man. We see that it does remove all the evils of our 

present condition, and that it brings fulness of life and joy in God’s 

favor. 
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Now the name of Jesus has been set forth before us as the way the 

truth and the life. This is because that in the development of that great 

Name there was complete surrender to the majesty and will of God, and 

utter repudiation of sin. God can freely give life to all His people 

through that name and still uphold the righteousness and supremacy of 

His own position as the supreme ruler of the Universe. 

Baptism is a ritual representation of what was accomplished by 

Jesus when sin was condemned and crucified. in his body (that the 

body of sin might be destroyed), and of his resurrection to a new and 

healthy life, free from all the defilements that came upon us by reason 

of sin. 

In submitting to baptism, we acknowledge on our part that God was 

righteous in condemning man to death for sin, and we thereby ascribe 

to all those merciful arrangements by means of which God has 

extended to us the opportunity of becoming a part of that only NAME 

given under heaven whereby we must be saved. 

To have the Name of Jesus named upon us in baptism is a privilege 

and an honor high above anything the world can offer us. It brings us 

near to God, within that circle of chosen people who are the objects of 

His love and care. His purpose in calling us into His family is that He 

might work with us by the power of His word and by His over-ruling 

providence toward the development of purity and holiness in ourselves 

that will prepare us for exaltation to glory and honor with Christ in His 

kingdom. 

After baptism, our success in the new life to which we are then 

introduced, depends upon the strength, the help and the guidance we 

get-from above. Our constant devotion to the service of God, our love 

and untiring efforts to draw near to Him in earnest prayer, supplication 

and entreaty will secure for us from the fountain of all life, the help that 

we need to win the race. God has promised that He will never leave or 

forsake us, and that His ears will be open to our prayers. “The righteous 

cry, and the Lord heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles. 

The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart: and sayeth such 

as be of a contrite spirit. MANY ARE THE AFFLICTIONS OF THE 

RIGHTEOUS: but the Lord delivereth him out of them all” (Psa. 

34:17-19). 

If we had to fight the battle alone against the sin that is within us, 

and in the world about us, we could never win. Jesus won because he 

realized that without God he could do nothing: “The Son can do 

nothing of himself” (John 5:19).                                  —Bro E.W. Banta 



209—Berean 2018 

 

 

Confess Your Faults One To Another 

On this matter of holiness, let us remember one thing, our main 
problem is within ourselves, our own heart, the “law of sin within our 
members.” Let us extend to others the charitableness we give ourselves. 

We can find so many excuses for our own shortcomings. We fail 
many times a day. We know we fail. We put it down to the weakness of 
the flesh and pray for forgiveness and go right ahead good friends with 
ourselves not too much concerned about these so easily self-excused 
manifestations of the diabolos. Perhaps we even admire ourselves a 
little for our sincere repentance and determination to press on again. 

WHY CANNOT WE BE AT LEAST AS CHARITABLE 
TOWARD THE WEAKNESS OF OTHERS? WHY DO WE JUDGE 
THEM WITH SO MUCH STRICTER A RULE THAN OURSELVES? 
Can we not believe that they too realize that it is the flesh, and that they 
too are striving against it just as we are? 

There is a well-known passage in the book of James - 

“The fervent, effectual prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” 

But do we know the rest of the verse? Do we know what comes just 
before this, and is part of the same thought? 

It is a very important aspect. It would solve many wounds, draw us 
as a Body far closer together, strengthen and comfort us all in the 
struggle for life. It is this - “Confess your faults one to another and 
pray for one another.” 

Much estrangement, much bitterness, much coldness between 
brethren, is due to a failure to realize that others are fighting the same 
hard battle against the  same diabolos as we are - struggling hard 
though they  often appear to fail. 

They know they fail and recognize and deplore their failure and are 
striving to overcome. But these things are too often locked up in our 
hearts. We are too isolated and reserved. We just cannot bring 
ourselves to the point of laying them out in the open. 

And so, we lose one of the greatest beauties of true fellowship. We 
judge and are judged according to the public outward manifestations of 
our mutual enemy the diabolos, rather than by the sincere and 
agonizing secret inward efforts to overcome it. 

How often we regret a word or action and would so much like to 
blot it out and start over but unless we SAY so, others will judge us by 
the fleshly action, and not by the spiritual regret, and so estrangement 
and misunderstanding grow. 

We are engaged in a deadly war against the same great Enemy. In 
this struggle, let us keep our lines of communication open so we can 
support one another. Let us frankly admit we are having a hard time 
with our diabolos; perhaps we can help each other on to victory 
together - where alone we each would fail.      —Bro. G.V.Growcott 



                                                                                                      Berean 2018—210 

 

 

THOUGHTS GLEANED BY THE WAY   
By a Wayfarer 

“Like sheep they are laid in the grave.” 

The Creator gave animals the intelligence and the ability to fulfill 

their natural desires. He provided them with all the necessities of 

fulfilling the purpose that He had in mind when He made them. 

“That Thou givest them they gather; Thou openest Thy hand, they 

are filled with good.” 

If human beings do nothing more (and that is the common 

tendency), then man deserves no more consideration, no higher destiny, 

than the beast which he imitates. 

God gave man a higher form of intelligence and the possibility of a 

higher destiny. If man persists in following the way of the beasts, he 

will reap no higher reward than the beast. 

“The young man said unto him, All these things have I kept from 

my youth up; 21 what lack I yet?” 

Every skilled artisan who is devoted to his work is never satisfied 

until he has done everything possible to bring that work to a state of 

perfection. No labor or sacrifice is too great if necessary to accomplish 

that purpose. 

The same is true of all those who are earnestly seeking divine 

perfection. 

“What lack I yet?” 

This is the inquiry constantly uppermost in their minds. But too 

often sufficient faith and determination is not present to supply what is 

lacking when it is made apparent. This was the case with the young 

man who asked Jesus the question. He was willing to supply the lack if 

it did not entail the sacrifice of the thing dearest to his heart - his riches. 

How often may we be placed in the same position! 

*    *    * 

“If ye forgive not men their trespasses; neither will your Father 

forgive your trespasses” 

(Matt. 6:15). “And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 

forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven 

you” (Eph. 4:32). 

In these two passages we see two aspects of the same divine 

principles regarding forgiveness. The words of the Saviour express the 

legal aspect in which forgiveness is extended only to those who have 

forgiven. The words of Paul deal with the gracious aspect, in which the 

moral obligation of the forgiven one is made clear. 
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We are forgiven for Christ’s sake, not because we deserve 

forgiveness; therefore we owe a great debt to Christ for the love he 

extended toward us when he died for us, thus opening the way for the 

forgiveness of all our trespasses. Forgiving the few little trespasses 

against us is a light thing compared to what Christ has done for us. 

*    *    * 

“The world passeth away, and the lust thereof, but he that doeth the 

will of God abideth forever” (1 John 2:17). 

The multitude of teeming humanity, made up of many races, 

nationalities and kinds of people which is referred to in the Scriptures 

as “the world,” is striving toward one common goal; the gratification of 

their desires, whatever their particular desires may be. To attain these 

desires, some of them which, on the surface, may appear to be very 

laudable, the average person gives his all - his time, his energy and his 

talents - and pursues these objectives with a zeal and energy which 

would indicate that such objectives are of priceless value and worth, 

whatever price one has to pay. 

But how sadly disappointing it all is in the long run, even from a 

purely temporal standpoint. How temporary and transient is the little 

pleasure, wealth, worldly honor, pleasure or power with his labor 

brings, once it has been attained! How often does his striving bring 

disappointment and sorrow, instead of the joy anticipated! 

And then, whatever the fleeting pleasures, allowed with trouble and 

woe, might be, it can only, at the best, be enjoyed for a little while; then 

gone forever. 

“But he that doeth the will of God abideth forever.” He gives to 

temporal things their proper place, which is subordination to divine 

things. He looks not at the things which are temporal, in the sense of 

centering his affections upon them - the passing things which seem so 

great to the average person. He abideth forever because his life is 

stayed on those things which are eternal, while those who trust in 

perishing things will perish with them. 

“They that trust in the Lord shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot 

be removed, but abideth forever” (Psalm 125:1). 

*    *    * 

“...meet for the Master’s use” (2 Tim. 2:20). 

The word “meet” as used in this Scriptural passage refers to 

something very useful and suitable for a certain purpose. In a home 

there are many vessels used for various purposes, but occasionally there 

is a vessel for which the householder finds no use, and it is discarded. 
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The apostle Paul uses this illustration and applies it to the principle 

that we are like vessels in the Lord’s “house.” Some of these vessels 

are to honor, and some to dishonor. It all depends on whether we are of 

any use to the Master. Let us take stock of ourselves. Do we serve any 

good purpose in the work of the Truth? Do we glorify God by shining 

as lights in the world: Are we workers together with God? Is there any 

indication that we would be to the glory of God in the age to come? Are 

we vessels meet for His use?                           —Bro. Oscar Beauchamp 

 

“His Feet As The Aspect Of Glowing Brass” 

“His feet, like incandescent brass, as if they had been glowing in a 

furnace”—Rev. 1:15. 

We have here to consider the import of the feet; why they are 

symbolised by brass; in what sense they glow; and in what furnace the 

glowing is evolved. First, then, what is suggested by the feet of John’s 

Spirit-Man of Multitude? The idea primarily suggested by feet is a 

treading on, and advancing toward, or after, anything.  

The flaming attribute of the similitude as illustrated by the prophetic 

testimony which it symbolizes, has shown us that it has a mission 

against the nations. Hence, in relation to them the feet of the Son of 

Man suggests a treading down and a pursuing to the destruction of their 

power. This suggestion is in harmony with the testimony of Rev. 14, 

where—  

“The clusters of the vine of the earth are gathered, and cast into the 

great winepress of the  wrath of Deity” and “the winepress is trodden 

without the city.”  

The Feet that tread this winepress are the symbolic feet of the Son 

of Man. The following testimonies will enlarge our view of their 

operation. In Psalm 18:32-49, the Spirit inquires,  

“Who is Eloah besides YAHWEH? And who a Rock except our 

Elohim, the AIL girding me with might? Even He will make my way 

complete.  

“He causes my feet to be like hinds, and He will make me to stand 

upon my high places. He is training my hands for war; so that the bow 

of brass has been broken by my arms. Thou wilt  cause my going to 

extend under me; and my ankle-joints have not wavered.  

“I will pursue my enemies, and shall overtake them, and I will not 

return until they be destroyed; I will wound them so that they shall not 

be able to rise; they shall fall under my feet.  
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“Thou wilt gird me with might for the war (that styled, ‘the war of 
that great day of Almighty Power’—Rev. 16:14). Thou wilt subdue 
under me those that rise up against me. And Thou hast given to me the 
neck of my enemies; and those who hate me, I will cut them off.  

“They will cry for help, but there is none to save them—unto 
YAHWEH, but He answered them not. Then will I grind them as fine 
as dust before the Faces of the Spirit; as mire of the streets will I pour 
them out. Thou wilt deliver me from the conflicts of the nations. Thou 
hast appointed me for Prince of the nations.  

“A nation which I knew not shall serve me. At the hearing of the ear 
they shall obey me; the  sons of the foreigner shall submit to me; the 
sons of the foreigner shall fall, and tremble from their strongholds.  

“YAHWEH lives, and blessed be my Rock; and He shall raise the 
Elohim of my salvation. The AIL who giveth avengements to me, even 
He will subdue the nations under me.  

“Thou wilt exalt me. From the Man of Violence (Paul’s ‘Man of 
Sin,’ the ‘Lawless One’) Thou wilt deliver me. Therefore, O 
YAHWEH, I will give Thee thanks among the Gentiles; and sing 
psalms unto Thy Name, magnifying the deliverance of His King, and 
performing the promise of His Messiah, to David, and to his seed, 
during the Olahm (or thousand years).”  

In this passage the Eternal Spirit through the prophet speaks of 
Messiah in the crisis of his controversy for Zion, in which as the head 
or chief of John’s Son of Man, he puts his feet upon the necks of the 
kings of the earth, scatters their armies like dust before the wind, and 
becomes Prince of the nations in their stead.  

But this is true also of all the other individual members of this “New 
Man.” If the New Adam himself thus make war upon and trample in the 
mire the kings and armies of the Old Adam-nature, he has promised 
that all approved believers “in him”—all who are Abraham’s Seed by 
being Christ’s—that is, all the Saints shall do the same; and share with 
him in the fruits of his and their victory. In proof of this the reader is 
referred to the following testimonies:  

“The righteous shall rejoice when he seeth the vengeance; he shall 
wash his feet in the blood of the wicked. So that a man shall say, 
Verily, there is a reward for the righteous; verily, there  are ELOHIM 
ruling in the earth” (Psa. 58:10-11).  

“All the horns of the wicked, I will cut off; but the horns of the 
righteous shall be exalted” (Psa. 75:10).  

“He shall cut off the spirit of princes; He is terrible to the kings of 
the earth” (Psa. 76:12).  
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“Arise, O ELOHIM, judge the earth; for thou shalt acquire 

possession in all the nations” (Psa. 82:8).  

“He will exalt the horn of His nation; the glory of all His saints; of 

the sons of Israel, a people near to Him” (Psa. 148:14).  

Now the phrase “all the saints” is comprehensive of Jesus and his 

Brethren, who collectively form Daniel’s “Man of the One Spirit;” 

Paul’s “New Man;” and John’s “Son of Man.” The same things are 

therefore affirmed of all, both Jesus and the faithful in him. Hence, as a 

body, their feet will be like hind’s feet, swift in the pursuit of their 

enemies, whom they will overtake and destroy.  

These will fall before their power; and as Malachi says, they will 

trample them as ashes under the soles of their feet: and when they have 

got the victory, they will rule with Jesus as “princes in all the earth”—

Ps. 45:16—the resurrected “ELOHIM ruling in the earth,” “the Elohim 

of Messiah’s salvation.”  

The feet, in the next place, are symbolized in brass to connect them 

with the temple-pattern of heavenly things. While gold was peculiar to 

the interior apartments, or Holy Place and Most Holy Place; brass was 

characteristic of the Court of the Priests where the sacrificing and 

washing were performed. The Altar of Burnt-offering and the Laver 

with his Foot, and the Two Pillars of the porch, and many other things 

of the Court of the Priests, were all of shining brass, or overlaid 

therewith.  

The brass pertaining to the Temple was all holy. The Brazen Altar 

was “most holy,” so that whatever touched it was holy. No Israelite, 

however, was permitted to touch it, unless he belonged to the seed of 

Aaron; and even they were not permitted to approach the Altar till they 

had first washed their hands and feet in the Brazen Sea.  

The Altar of Burnt offering prefigured the One Body in sacrificial 

manifestation. The idea of an altar of sacrifice representing a personal, 

and Divine plurality, is frequent in Scripture. Thus, Jacob erected an 

altar at Shalem in the land of Canaan, and called it AIL-ELOHAI 

YISRAAIL; that is, the Strength of the Mighty Ones of Israel—Gen. 

33:20. And Moses, before the Law was given, and in memory of the 

victory of Joshua over Amalek, “built an altar, and called the name of 

it, YAHWEH-nissi,” that is, He shall be my Ensign—He who was 

symbolized by the altar—Exo. 17:15; Isa. 11:10-12; 18:3; 31:9; Zech. 

9:16.  
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This Yahweh-nissi altar was superseded by an altar overlaid with 

plates of brass. These plates represented “the flesh of sin” purified by 

fiery trial:  

“Gold, silver, brass, iron, tin, and lead, everything that may abide 

the fire, ye shall make go through the fire, and it shall be clean; 

nevertheless, it shall be purified with the water of separation; and all 

that abideth not the fire ye shall make go through the water” (Num. 

31:22).  

The connection of the plates with sin’s flesh is established by their 

history. They were “the censers of those sinners against their own 

souls”—Korah, Dathan, Abiram, and their company, 250 of them, who 

rebelled against the Strength of Israel. He commanded Eleazar, Aaron’s 

son, to melt them, and roll them into “broad plates for a covering of the 

altar,” and “a sign to Israel” (Num. 16).  

The Brazen Altar, which was foursquare, had four horns of brass, 

one at each corner; and in sacrifice, the blood was applied to the horns 

by the priest’s finger, and the rest was all poured beside the bottom of 

the altar—Exo. 29:12. These Horns represent the same thing as the 

Four Cherubim, the Four Carpenters, and the Four Living Ones, of 

Ezekiel, Zechariah, and John; only in the Brazen State, which precedes 

the Golden Olahm, Aion, or Millennium.  

As Horns of Brass they “execute the judgment written,” as a 

consuming fire; for brass and offering by fire, is the association of 

things in the type. The Brazen Altar and its Horns of Brass, then, are 

symbolical of AIL, the Eternal Power in Elohistic, or sacrificial and 

judicial manifestation in flesh. Saith the prophet—  

“Eloah will come from Teman, The Holy One from Mount Paran. 

Consider! His glory covers the heavens, and His praise fills the earth: 

and the splendor shall be as the light: He has Horns out of his hand; 

there is the covering: of his Strong Ones.  

“Before His Faces shall go pestilence, and from His feet lightnings 

shall proceed. He stood  and measured the earth; He beheld, and caused 

the nations to tremble: and the mountains of antiquity were dispersed; 

and the hills of the Olahm did bow; the goings of Olahm are His” Hab. 

3:3-6).  

The Horns of the Brazen and Golden Altars are the Eternal Spirit’s 

Strong Ones who disperse the empires of antiquity, and subjugate the 

kingdoms of the latter days to Him and His Anointed; so that the 

current of the world’s affairs will be directed by His Elohim in the 

ensuing 1000 years, Daniel’s “season and time.”    —Bro. John Thomas 
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Hints For Bible Markers 

The Psalms 

Psalm 9 
This Psalm and Psalm 10 are connected. These two Psalms appear 

to be one Psalm which has been mistakenly separated. They are both 

acoustical/alphabetical Psalms. In the acoustical Psalms each 

successive line or group of lines begin with the successive letters of the 

Hebrew alphabet. We are very familiar with the example of Psalm 119. 

They are part of the nine acoustical Psalms in the book of Psalms. The 

natural mind gives the reason for the separation as they appear to be 

two separate themes. But it only appears that way to those who do not 

know the truth. When we consider both of the Psalms to be the mind of 

Christ it removes any doubt of a strong connection. When the Psalms 

are read together we find many similarities in the phrases used. Also, 

the thoughts of Christ show through as one coherent theme. 

Psalm 9:1 

“I will praise thee, O LORD, with my whole heart; I will show forth 

all thy marvelous works.” 

Who loved Yahweh more than his only begotten son? Who in the 

days of his flesh showed forth the marvelous works of God. His full 

affection and appreciation would be poured out unto God in praise. In 

obedience to his Heavenly Father’s will Christ gave his whole heart. 

We are asked, as well, to give our whole heart to him. The heart is the 

source of our love of God and divine things. Though it is from our 

minds, where that glorious word of God takes hold and is understood, 

prompts a change in our hearts. It is from where our actions flow, our 

treasure house where we store up those things which Jesus classes as 

good and evil. “A good man out of the good treasure of his heart 

bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil 

treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the 

abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh.” (Luke 6:45). “but ye have 

obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.” 

(Romans 6:17). 

Of course, we are well aware that the heart of man has no 

affection for the ways of God. The heart of man is in opposition to the 

will of God because it deprives man of the pleasures of the flesh and 

those things which are dear unto it. 
                               Continued next month should the Lord will                        bro. Beryl 

Snyder 

 


