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to the war effort. But we should at least go back to these old 
Bereans and heed the sound advice therein. 

History shows that there is often someone evil very keen to 
rule over everyone else , and our day is probably no different. 

We continue to appreciate the arrival of The Berean Maga
zine each month, and enjoy its contents. We thank the breth
ren involved in this good work in maintaining its production 
even though health issues have to be dealt with as well. 

May the grace of our Heavenly Father be with you all as we 
wait in faith for the manifestation of His Son J esus. 
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--bro. Ron Crocker 

FRATERNAL GATHERINGS (lfThe Lord Will) 
LONDON, ON-Sat., & Sun., Oct. 10 & 11-bro. David Clubb, 42 Oneida 
Rd., London, Ontario, Canada N5V2X1j Phone (519) 451-4063; Fax (519) 
451· 9627j Email: kdclubb@rogers.com 

"THE BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN (ISSN 0199-4131) is published 
monthly for $15.00 U.S. per year by The Berean Christadelp hian, 3540 
Pineridge, Houston, Texas, U.S.A. 77009. Periodicals postage paid 
at Houston, Texas, U.S.A. 77201. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to THE BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN, 3540 Piner idge. 
Houston, Texas, U.S.A. 77009 ." 
290 Berean 2015 



Studies and Thoughts BYBROTHER JOHN THOMAS 

THE SIGNOFTHESONOF MAN INDICATIVE OF HIS 
APPEARING INPOWERANDGREATGLORY 

In the Signs in Heaven, we said, we should consider in this 
article, the erchomenos, or return of the Lord Jesus, and the 
sign thereof, as the notable visibilities of these "la t ter days". 
Weshall therefore now proceed to the examination of the same. 

We pointed out two judgments, and two "comings," fore
shown to come to pass after the day of Pentecost A.D. 35; and 
two comings to judgment before the blessedness of Abraham 
should come upon Israel and the nations through Jesus Christ: 
and that in the execution of these judgments, he would make 
use ofthe Gentiles as his sword upon Judah; and many cen t u
ries after, of Judah and Israel as his sword upon the Gentiles. 

By Judah and Israel , we mean, the whole twelve tribes, 
inclusive of Jesus and the children whom his Father has given 
him for brethren, the King and his associate rulers of the tribes. 
The following testimonies will reveal the arrangement clearly

"Let Israel rejoice in him that made him; let the children of 
Z ion bejoyful in their King. Let the saints bejoyful in glory: let 
them sing aloud upon their beds. Let the high praises ofGod be 
in their mouth, and a two-edged sword in their hand; to execute 
vengeance upon the nations, andpunishments upon the peoples, 
to bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of 
iron, to execute upon them THE JUDGMENT WRITTEN this 
honour haveALL his saints" (Psa. 149). 

Hitherto the saints in glory have not wielded this two-edged 
sword in punishing nations; nor have they bound their kings 
and nobles with iron fetters. It is true, Samuel hewed Agag in 
pieces, and David at the head oflsrael executed all Jehovah's 
will upon contemporary nations; but then, Samuel and David 
wer e not saints in glory, nor were they "all the sain t s," nor 
were the punishments they visited upon the guilty "the j udg
ment written." Their wielding ofthe sword only proves that the 
slaying of the wicked is not at all incompatible with holiness, 
provided it be done according to divine appointment. 

Nations deem it patriotic and honourable to slay the en
emies of their altars,and homes; and God has pronounced it to 
be an "honour" for His saints to execute His sentence upon His 
enemies and theirs. The use of the sword by the saints is only a 
question of time. That they shall use it is a truth revealed; but 
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when? The answer is, when they are in glory. 
Until they are glorified the decree is , "They that take the 

sword shall themselves die by the sword. " Till then the weap
ons of their warfare are not carnal, their present mission not 
being to slay the flesh but to pull down the strong holds or 
reasonings in which the enemies of the Truth have entrenched 
their high thoughts against the knowledge of God and obedi
ence of Christ. But when he appears in their midst "his ser
vants fight. " 

The sword of the Lord is then put into their hands, and its 
scabbard thrown away until its dripping edges shall have bro
ken the power of the wicked; and shall have executed due ven
geance for the temple, land, city, and people of Jehovah. To 
the glorified who have been prevailed against by the poten
tates of Babylon until the Ancient of Days comes, the exhorta
tion is

"Reward Babylon even as she rewardedyou, and double unto 
her double according to her works; in the cup which she hath 
filled fill to her double. How much she hath glorified herself, 
and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her; for 
she saith in her heart, I sit a Queen and am no widow, and shall 
see no sorrow. Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death 
and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with 
fire; for strong is the Lord God whojudgeth her. . . Rejoice over 
her, 0 heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets; for God has 
avenged you on her, in whom is found the blood ofprophets, 
and ofsaints, and ofall that were slain upon the earth" (Rev. 
18:6-8,20,24). 

But where are the armies with which Jesus and his breth
ren shall operate in avenging upon the nations and govern
ments of Babylon, represented by Daniel's Fourth Beast, the 
righteous blood they have slain upon the earth? The answer is 
that every such nation and government have in the very heart 
of their kingdoms the enemy prepared for their destruction. 

The dispersed of Israel are the forces of Messiah and the 
Saints, styled in the Apocalypse "the holy messengers and the 
Lamb;" in whose presence the subjects of the Beast and his 
Image are tormented with fire and brimstone in the war of the 
great day of God Almighty. 

When the ensign of Jehovah shall be lifted up upon His 
mountains, and the Lord God shall blow the trumpet, there 
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shall be, "a great noise and a shaking" among them, and the 
Jews shall "stand up upon their feet , an exceeding great army." 
And what does the reader suppose is to be done with this great 
army of many millions when it stands up ready for action? 
Hear the answer of Jehovah, who saith to it

"I will bring you into the land ofIsrael; and will make you 
one nation upon the mountains ofIsrael; andye shall form one 
kingdom; and the Beloved, my servant, shall be king over you 
forever" (Eze. 37:21-22). 

And, reader, dost thou know so little of the political rela
tions subsisting between the papal governments and the Jews, 
as to suppose that they will voluntarily acquiesce in their re
turn to Palestine to found there a powerful kingdom hostile to 
the Greek and Roman idolatries? - a kingdom, that will be a 
political institution for the propagation of a faith subversive 
of all dominions, principalities, and powers, upholding super
stitions displeasing to them? 

You see how it is at present with the Greeks and Latins 
with respect to "the Holy Places in Jerusalem." You see what 
trouble their superstitious regard for these has brought upon 
the Ottoman possessor the city; yet he is infinitely more toler
ant than the Jews would be. If they were there an independent 
people, they would expel the motley crowd of lazy monks and 
pilgrims, and suppress the shrines. Nay, the continental gov
ernments will be like Pharaoh to their armies of old, and will 
not let Israel go if the force at their disposal can prevent it. 
The North will refuse to "give up," and the South will "keep 
back," until the power of the North and South be broken. 

It is evident, then, that to march armies of several mil
lions, with all their wives and children , goods, chattels, and 
effects, out of countries hostile to their removal, and in the 
face of their enemies embattled on every side, is a work de
manding divine energy and generalship. 

It is the work for "Michael the Great Commander, " and the 
Saints in glory; who will do it so effectually that not one shall 
be left behind. Under these commanders

"Israel shall do valiantly. His King shall be higher than 
Agag, and h is kingdom shall be exalted. He shall eat up the 
nations his enemies, and shall break their bones, andpierce them 
through with his arrows" (Num. 24). 

In their latter end, "one shall chase a thousand and two 
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put ten thousand to flight." The exceeding great army, then, 
will be the weapon of Messiah and the Saints with which they 
will "execute the judgment written." This is evident from the 
unfulfilled testimony of the prophets, as well as from the ne
cessities of the case. In Isaiah, it is written

"Thou Israel art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the 
seed ofAbraham my friend. I have chosen thee, and HAVE NOT 
CAST THEE AWAY. All they that were incensed against thee 
shall be ashamed and confounded: they shall beas nothing; and 
they that strive with thee shall perish. Thou shalt seek them, 
and shalt not find them, even them that contended with thee; 
they that war against thee shall be as nothing, and as a thing of 
nought. 

Behold, I will make thee a new sharp threshing instrument 
having teeth: thou shalt thresh the mountains (empires) and 
beat them small, and shalt make the hills (kingdoms) as chaff 
Thou shalt fan them and the wind shall carry them away, and 
the whirlwind shall scatter them: and thou shalt rejoice in Je
hovah, and shaltglory in the Holy One ofIsrael" (Isa. 41:8,15). 

Now, Jesus has said, "The scripture cannot be broken." 
Isaiah's testimony must therefore be accomplished at some 
time. It certainly has not been fulfilled yet; for instead of Is
rael threshing the empires and kingdoms of the Gentiles, and 
scattering them as chaff before the whirlwind, they have them
selves been the conquered and dispersed unto this day. There 
is then but one conclusion remaining, and that is , that the 
time for Israel to do thus valiantly is yet to come. 

When that time arrives the erchomenos or return of Jesus 
will take place. He will then find Nebuchadnezzar's Image in 
full military array upon the mountains of Israel, bestriding 
the land as a huge colossus, with his heel in the neck of Zion's 
captive daughter. But a blow upon THE FEET by the stone of 
Israel will break them to pieces, separating forever their iron 
and clay. 

Then will the Lord "call for a sword throughout all his 
mountains;" and Judah responding to the trumpet call "will 
fight at Jerusalem," and prevail "because the Lord is with 
them." Soon after this the threshing and fanning of the na
tions by the fan of destruction begins with Israel as the new 
sharp instrument with teeth. 

They thresh the gold , the silver, the brass, the iron, and 
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the clay, together, un til they become like the chaff of the sum
mer threshing floors; and so effectually will they do the work 
that "n o place will be found for them. " The whirlwind of this 
truly great war will have swept the Greek and Roman systems 
clean away, leaving the whole earth to the dominion of the 
Messiah and the Saints. 

From the premises, then, already before us, it is clearly to 
be perceived that theparousia,or nearness, and the erchomenos, 
or return , of Jesus, are characterised by a diversity of judg
ments; and that since thejudgment ofthe invisible presence, or 
parousia, styled "the coming of the Son of Man, " many centu
ries have elapsed; and that the judgment of the visible pres
ence, or erchomenos, is yet in the future. 

Erchomai, from which erchomenos is derived, signifies to 
come; and when used in relation to a person coming to a place 
where he was before, it imports to come back, or return. The 
visible presence of a person styled ho erchomenos, THE COM
ING ONE, or "he who is to come," is not the sign of his com
ing; but his actual appearance, or the thing signified by what
ever sign may have been given to indicate it . 

The para eimi, I am near; that is, the parousia, or state of 
being near, the sign of which was ';Jerusalem encompassed with 
armies, " was the result of an erchomenos perfected, or a com
ing completed, the signs ofwhich we enumerated. 

So also the erchomenos epi, "the coming upon" the clouds 
of the heaven with power and much glory, is not "the sign of 
the Son of Man in the heaven," but the thing signified, or the 
Son of Man himself visible there. He comes to the clouds, which 
is not seen; having arrived there, he becomes visible, and in his 
descent from the dew point of our atmosphere to Mount Ol
ivet, he is seen by the inhabitants of Jerusalem "comin g upon" 
the clouds-"opsontai , they shall see the Son of Man coming 
upon the clouds, etc ." 

There is no sign given by which watchers in places far re
mote from Jerusalem may know that the Lord is in the act of 
descending from the cloud-region of Judea to Olivet. The sign 
given, or recorded in scripture, is significative ofhis departure 
from the presence of the Ancient of Days, and of his being on 
his journey from the Divine Presence to the clouds impending 
over Israel's land. Hence the sign may be regarded as synchro
nous with the journeying from the "far country" from which 
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the Jewish Nobleman is to return when he receives the king
dom eLk . 19). 

By synchronous, I mean, that so long as he may choose to 
occupy himself in performing the journey, so long may the sign 
of hi s coming be discerned, whatever it may be. The sign in the 
heaven of the Son of Man coming to the clouds is not an instan
taneous phenomenon like a meteor shooting across the sky which 
disappears in the darkness before you can direct attention to 
it. It is chronic as well as synchronical; and may be observed 
for months and even years. 

This obtained in relation to the signs of the coming which 
ultimated in the parousia at Jerusalem 's destruction and sup
pression of the Daily. The appearing of false Christs among the 
unbelieving Jews, and false prophets among them who believed , 
the apostasy of the churches in Judea, and the proclamation of 
the Gospel of the Kingdom throughout the habitable,-the signs 
of the comingparousia and end of the Mosaic Cycle were spread 
over a period of nearly 40 years. 

The consummation of the signs was the encompassing of 
Jerusalem with armies--signs, not for "deceitful workers, trans
forming themselves into ministers of righteousness," and those 
whom they beguiled from the simplicity that is in Christ; but 
for them that believed, and kept in memory what the apostles 
preached to them. 

In Matthew's record of the Mount Olivet discourse, he speaks of 
the desolation of the temple, the dissolution of the Mosaic Heavens, 
and consequent overthrow ofJudah's commonwealth, with thetak
ing of them all away with a Noachic overthrow. Notwithstanding, 
however, this "great tribulation," unsurpassed by anything thathad 
befallen Israel from the foundation oftheir state, or should ever after 
happen to them, he testified that Jerusalem should have a being at 
the erclwmenos, when her Jewish inhabitants would hail his advent 
with blessing, as lw erchomenos, the "he thai cometh in the name of 
Jelwvah. " (To be continued, God willin g) 

As A Thief In The Night 
ByBROTHER ROBERT ROBERTS 

That which is good, everyone desires to obtain quickly. The 
second appearing of the Lord from heaven involves the coming 
of every good that it is possible for the heart of man to con
ceive, and good that it is not possible for the heart of man to 
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conceive. Therefore those who are "looking for him" and "love 
his appearing," join naturally in the prayer of John,"Lord Jesus, 
come quickly. " 

We have before us this morning a part of the letters of our 
beloved brother Paul , which brings this matter before us in a 
specially interesting and instructive form. To the Thessalonians 
he had written concerning the dead brethren. The consolation 
was that the dead would lose nothing by falling asleep, but 
that on the contrary, they would be the first to be regarded by 
the Lord at his coming, when together with the living, they 
would be glorified in his presence. 

"Wherefore," says he , "comfort one another with these 
words. " 
And comforting words they were. But the question of the 

time for this glorious release naturally came up ; as if the breth
ren had said, "we rejoice in the consolation-but oh! When 
will it come?" Paul's answer is , 

"But of the times and the seasons ye have no need that I 
write unto you. " 
In this, there was probably a deeper meaning than Paul 

himself was aware of, for as with the prophets (1 Pet. 1:11), so, 
doubtless, with the apostles, the Spirit gave them utterance of 
things of which they did not apprehend the full import. There 
was a special sense in which the brethren had no need to be 
informed on the question of times and seasons. There was the 
sense expressed by Christ himself when, on the same subject, 
he said to the apostles

"It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which 
the Father hath put in his own power" (Acts 1:7). 
It was not for them: it would have been of no use to them. It 

would have been worse than of no use: it would have burdened 
and perhaps discouraged them, to know that nearly two thou
sand years lay between them and the glory to be revealed. 

The reason, however, Paul gives for there being no need 
why he should write to them on the subject of times and sea
sons, is the state of their knowledge on certain features of the 
case . 

"Yourselves hnoio perfectly that the day ofthe Lord so cometh 
as a thief in the night. For when they shall say, Peace and 
safety, then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as tra
vail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape." 
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That is, when the time should arrive for the coming of this 
day of the Lord, which should be characterised by the resur
rection of the dead as well as judgment upon the ungodly, it 
would come unexpectedly ; it would come as a thiefcomes-the 
very phrase used by Jesus himself concerning his coming un
der the sixth vial

"Behold, I come as a thief" (Rev. 16:15). 
To use another expression of his (Luke 21 :35) "as a snare, " it 

would come. A creature taken in a snare is taken unexpect
edly; it is unaware of the very existence of the snare a moment 
before. One moment it is free, thinking only of the question of 
food; the next, it is in a trap, from which there is no escape. 
The idea of unlooked-for suddenness is, therefore, associated 
with the arrival of the day of God . The same idea is conveyed 
by the phrase "as a thief" The thief steals into the house with
out notice; nothing is more foreign to the thoughts of the in
mates. If they had any idea of a visit from a thief, they would 
be on the watch and not suffer the house to be broken into; 
but any token of his approach is the last thing a thief allows. 

Upon whom, however, is it that the day of the Lord so comes 
as a thief in the night? Is it upon the brethren of Christ? By no 
means. They are of those of whom Jesus, in connection with 
the very intimation of his thieflike coming, says

"Blessed is he that WATCHETH." 
Paul expressly says, in the chapter under consideration 

(l Thess. 5 :4)
"Ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should over

take you as a thief "
 
It is to "them that look for him" that Jesus "appears the
 

second time, without sin, unto salvation" (R eb. 9:28) . Not upon 
the brethren of Christ, then , but upon the world at large, the 
day of the Lord, will come as a thief in the night. 

It is profitable for us to remember this. We see the world 
busy from year to year, with its public and private affairs, 
conducted with an air of vast importance. They follow plea
sure and minister to their own glory, and neglect God, appar
en tly with perfect impuni ty. The things ofGod figure very small 
in the presence of their pomp and their display. 

Nothing appears so absolutely trashy as the hope of Israel , 
and nothing so ignoble as a stickling for the commandments 
and ordinances of God. In such a situation, we are apt to be 
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victimised by the impressions of the moment. We are apt to 
doubt our own reading ofthe Word. We are liable, almost un
consciously, to feel as if there must be something wrong in an 
attitude which all the world despises; in a view of things which 
all the world repudiates with scorn; in expectations which even 
the learned, and the wise and renowned, dismiss as the raw 
conceptions of half-enlightenment, or something worse. 

The slow, constant action on the mind of this spectacle of 
unbelief or indifference on the part of Society at large-rich 
and poor, great and small, learned and ignorant, cultivated 
and ill-bred-to the most glorious facts of the gospel, is in 
danger of benumbing us, and making us feel , contrary to the 
facts and the evidence, that there is something wrong in our 
position. It is profitable to remember that the Spirit of God 
has forewarned us , that the approach of the day of the Lord 
would find the world in this state: that the day would come 
upon them as a thief, and would bring sudden destruction upon 
them. 

It may be wondered how the day of the Lord can be said to 
come as a thief, seeing that its approach has been so long pro
claimed beforehand, and seeing there are so many signs of it 
recognisable in the public affairs of the world. The wonder will 
cease ifit be remembered that it is only to those who are indif
ferent to that proclamation and ignorant of those signs, that it 
is said to come as a thief. To those who believe and watch, we 
have already seen, it will not come as a thief, but rather as an 
expected and much desired friend . Why cannot the world see 
the signs? Because those signs are communicated in a form 
that can only be apprehended by childlike and patient perse
vering study. It was said to Daniel, concerning them

"The wise shall understand, but none of the wicked shall 
understand" (Dan . 12:10). 
The same idea was indicated to John, in the words
"Here is wisdom: let him that hath understanding count the 
number ofthe beast " (Rev. 13:18). 
Now, the world lacks the very beginning of wisdom, the fear 

of God; and, therefore, can never obtain access to secrets ac
cessible only to a state of mind of which that fear is the very 
first characteristic. The world aims at its own gratification 
and glory ; and, therefore the secrets of God are hid from it . 

"His secret is with the righteous. " 
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"The scorner seeketh wisdom," we are told, "and findeth it 
not: but knowledge is easy tohim that understandeth" (Prov 
14:6). 
Another reason why the world cannot see the signs, or, rather, 

another aspect of the same reason, is that the signs them
selves, when understood, are so gradual in their development 
that it requires the patience of a loving and affectionate watch 
to be able to discern them. 

They do not flash like a rocket before our vision: they are 
not like the flaming meteor, rushing across the sky, and daz
zling all our eyes by its brightness; they are not even like the 
slow-moving comet, spread out in the heavens in definite and 
luminous form. They rather resemble the stately and unsensa
tional movements ofthe starry universe, from which the dates 
of eclipses are deduced. 

They are movements in the political heavens correspondent 
with the indications of the prophetic word, telling us of the 
approach, not ofan eclipse, but of a sunrising which is to bring 
healing to the world. The scoffer cannot discern these move
ments, even though he may be acquainted with the facts of 
which they consist. He laughs at the expectation of the saint, 
and says

"Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers 
fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the begin
ning ofthe creation. " 
They join with the scoffers of ancient days in Israel (for 

such there were), who said
"Let him make speed, and hasten his work, that we may see 
it: and let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw nigh 
and come, that we may know it" (Isa. 5: 19). 
The day that is coming will justify the faith and hope of the 

righteous, and overwhelm the despisers ofthe word with con
sternation. (To be continued, God willing) 

The Household Of Faith In The Latter Days 
By BROlHER G. V.GROWCOTT 

(Continued) 

Truly we must discern right from wrong. We must clearly 
recognise and not obscure the fact that-"the whole world lieth 
in wickedness"-and that, being of the flesh wherein there is 
'no good thing' all that it does is sin, being not of enlightened 
300 Berean 2015 



faith (Rom. 14:23). By desiring to help, we do not condone what 
is wrong. We simply show the more excellent way. Christ, in 
his single-minded devotion to the work of God, associated freely 
with publicans and sinners. 

We have no reason to believe he especially chose such com
pany although we do know that he especially chose the com
pany of what were snobbishly regarded as the 'lowest class' of 
the people

"Unto the POOR the Gospel is preached" (Lk. 7:22). 
This was one of the special signs that he was the true Mes

siah, as he sent word to John in prison. There is no especial 
virtue in the poor; but as soon as men get into any position 
above that stage, then pride and greed and selfishness and 
covetousness intensify, so that it is increasingly hard for those 
who are not poor to enter the Kingdom, or be faithful stew
ards of the goods God has put testingly in their hands. 

It was the poor, zealous Philippians, and not the rich, self
satisfied Corinthians, who were closest to Paul and who helped 
him the most in materials things. The poor live closer to the 
reality of man's weakness and helplessness and dependence. 

We must, by close association with God and Christ and the 
Word, develop the God-like characteristic of earnestly desir
ing to do good to others: this is true spiritual living. And it is, 
appropriately, the happiest way. 

The natural way is to grasp and hoard. People are always 
collecting things, and its mostly rubbish . This is fundamental 
to the flesh. We all do it as children, but if our lives are going 
to be useful to God , we must mature and grow out of such 
childishness. Often it's pretty and attractive rubbish; but it's 
still rubbish, and wastes precious time, and gets in the way of 
single-minded service and dedication to the work of God. Let 
us unclutter our lives, so we can make them spiritually useful. 

The natural way, again, is self-interest; and indifference or 
antagonism to others : small, cramped, self-centredness. Some 
even use the glorious Gospel of God to justify this fleshliness . 
The spiritual way is self-forgetfulness, and deep concern for 
others. To our shame, many in the world could give us lessons 
in this respect. While we sit back in comfort and smugly criti
cise, they are out there in self-sacrifice, doing something for 
others. 

We must not let the flesh use the true, necessary, God-re-
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quired narrowness of the Way of Life as an excuse for self
centredness and unconcern for mankind. Christ, the perfect 
example, never for a moment forgot or strayed from the nar
row way, but still his whole life was an unbroken pattern of 
selfless concern for all mankind. So must be ours. 

* * * 
The third item: Our attitude toward Israel . Here special fac

tors come into play. Israel is truly part of the world that ' lies 
in wickedness' , but a very special part. Israel is the 'apple of 
God's eye' (Zech .2:8); although today sunk in blindness and 
rebellion and ignorant blasphemy. We must have a very special 
feeling and affinity for Israel: "He that blesseth thee I will bless. " 

But we must not be blind to the characteristic of stiffnecked
ness that always has and still does distinguish them as a na
tion . They not only reject Christ himself: they arrogantly re
ject the very conception of any need for a mediatorial, sacrifi
cial Saviour. They have no conception of their hopeless bond
age to sin . Their holy, God-given Law has taught them noth
ing. They feel they can approach God on their own, without 
any need for a Christ. They cannot see that th eir temporary 
mediatorial Law is ended, and they have nothing in its pla ce. 
An article in the Detroit Jewish News, comparing Judaism with 
what they believe to be 'Christianity' , says

"J udaism teaches that man can be all-righteous or all-wicked, 
for his ethical conduct is solely up to his own decision. Chris
tian beliefis predicated on the doctrine of 'Original Sin '. In his 
daily prayers, the Jew proclaims, 'My God, the soul which Thou 
hast given me is pure. ' Christianity teaches that man is sinful by 
birth. Christianity regards the flesh as the cause ofsin. 

"The Jewish interpretation of ethical freedom implies that 
repentance is the omnipotent cure ofsin. The Christian doctrine 
of 'Original Sin' leads to the conclusion that man is too weak to 
repent effectively. He is too sinful to atone , and so needs the help 
ofJesus. 

"The Christian finds atonement in the beliefthat Jesus died 
for the sins ofmankind. This idea of 'vicarious atonement' - the 
payment of the penalty not by the sinner but by a substitute for 
him - cannot be reconciled with Jewish convictions. " 

Truly this is a confused mixture of truth and error, in re
sponse to the only 'Chri st ianity' they know-the sad carica
ture of Christ exhibited by the Churches: the substitutionary 
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Christ who is punished instead of man who deserves it. 
But while rejecting the orthodox errors, they also reject 

the true doctrine of the necessary sacrifice of Christ, though 
so clearly foreshown in their Scriptures from beginning to end. 
Their position still is as in Christ's day among them (I n. 8:33)
"We are free . . . we are not in bondage ... we have no need of 
your freedom." Israel is tragically today, as Hosea foretold , 
'without a sacrifice '. 

But we must never-in thought or word-align ourselves 
against Israel, blind and wicked though they be. Their judg
ment and condemn ation and punishment is God 's exclusive 
prerogative, of which He is very jealous. How bitterly He de
nounced, and how dreadfully He scourged, those very nations 
whose natural enmity He used to bring fully merited punish
ment upon Hi s erring people! 

We must never allow ourselves to even appear to side or 
sympathise with those who despise or defame the Jew; for they 
are-though greatly erring-'beloved for the fathers' sakes' 
(Rom. 11:28). 

We marvel in never diminishing wonder at the continuous, 
living miracle that they present: a unique and different people 
from all others-and such a major, out-of-proportion factor in 
the world's activities. And today, in their own land, living on 
the endless raw edge of crisis: 4 times in 25 years viciously 
attacked on all sides by vastly greater numbers dedicated to 
their annihilation; and 4 times decisively defeating the attack
ers. And the hypocritical world sides with the oil-rich aggres
sors, and tells Israel she must strip herself of her defences. 

* * * 
The fourth point: The effect the Signs should have on us in 

preparation for Chri st's return. Theoretically, we should not 
need the Signs. We should be so deeply impressed and over
whelmed and mentally saturated with the glory of God and 
the power of the Gospel and the beauty of the Truth that 
every moment 's activity should be an excited, joyful pressing 
toward the Kingdom, regardless of any current events. But 
God knows our frame, and the natural dull cloddishness of 
our spiritual perceptions; and He has given us the Signs as one 
of His helps to keep us in touch with the eternal spiritual re
alities. 

The Signs add greatly to our responsibility. Where much is 
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given, much is required (Luke 12:48). No past generation has 
ever had such concrete, visible evidence as we have. The re
birth of Israel alone should be an ever-present marvel, never 
growing dim or less exciting. 

We should continually thrill as we see these striking and so 
typically Jewish figures-Begin, Dayan, Sharon,-like some
thing suddenly risen out of the Old Testament, strutting about 
the world stage. We do not credit them with any special wis
dom. In fact, their uncompromising, tunnel-visioned Jewishness 
may be what helps bring upon Israel its final 'time of Jacob's 
trouble', as it did in AD 70. 

But how marvellous are these events! How wonderfully they 
tie in with all past history, and with prophecy of what is yet to 
be! 

* * * 
And we have mighty Russia: a dreadful, increasingly indus

trialised, increasingly scientific, cold, rigid dictatorship, con
trolling 1/6 of the earth, and well over 1/6 of its resources 
fanatically devoted to world dominion . It is the world's richest 
nation in mineral resources; it has 2% billion acres of forests; 
over % the world 's coal ; 2/5 of its iron. 

Russia is all muscle and sinew: not frittered and dissipated 
in puffy trinkets and self-indulgent pleasures and luxuries, as 
US 's is . Russia is just beginning to tap its vast resources; US 
has pretty well exhausted hers by profligacy. 

Russia leads the world in steel , coa l and oil production: the 
3 basics of industrialised power. She leads in largest power
dams, and has almost unlimited water power for many more 
that she plans. She builds everything on a colossal scale. 

Just over 100 years ago Russia and Turkey were at war, and 
the Brotherhood thought it was the descent of Gog, and that 
Armageddon was immediately imminent. 

But what was Russia then, compared to now? The mighty 
British Empire was at its proud peak. Its commerce and navy 
dominated the world: its industrial production was many times 
Russia 's. 

In 1860, British steel production was 10 times Russia's, and 
equal to all the rest of the world 's combined. Its coal produc
tion was double the total of all the rest of the world: coal was 
then the only source of industrial energy. Russia was not even 
a factor in world coal production at all : now it's first . 
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Again, 100 years ago, the Brotherhood thought the King of 
th e North's 'many ships ' (Dan . 11:40) were the large secret 
armada oflanding boats by which they suddenly surprised the 
Turks and crossed the Danube in huge numbers, overwhelm
ing Turkish defences and beginning the war. 

It was certainly a reasonable application. But today Russia 
has 'm any ships' in the full , global, naval sense and they will 
clearly playa large part in the final showdown. 

Russia has gone from practically no navy at all, to the world's 
second largest; in many respects rivalling and even surpassing 
US's shrinking and aging fleet. We see how tremendously Rus
sia has dev eloped in recent years. 

But the Signs are not to be an obsession, to the detriment 
of deeper, spiritual things; but are to help keep our outlook 
and awareness broadened from our own petty things to the 
developing panorama of the great Divine plan with mankind. 

* * * 
Finally, the last item: The glories that will be ours (if wor

thy) in the Kingdom ofGod. What is our conception of 'glory'? 
It depends upon our depth of spiritual perception. What would 
be 'glory' for us? The more shallow our perception, the more 
we perceive glory as external rather than internal. We know 
the common worldly conception : splendour, magnificence, re
nown, celebrity, the worshipful subservience and envy of oth
ers: power over others (how the flesh loves thatl), 

Certainly glory, as represented visually, is brightness, bril
liance, radiance, effulgence. But this is merely the outward 
manifestation of glory, as are all the gaudy trappings of power 
and prestige. (To be continued, God willing) 

Our Friend Lazarus Sleepeth 
By BROTHER G. A. GIBSON 

"She hath done what she could: she is come aforehand to 
anoint my body to the burying" (Mk.14:8) . 

Our reading from John 11 brings us near to the end of the 
ministry of Jesus. The raising of Lazarus was a stupendous and 
unforgettable climax to his great work. 

In In. 10 we left him, and his disciples, beyond Jordan, in the 
place where John at first baptized. Now we come to the time 
when he received an urgent message from his ardent and affec
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tionate friends Mary and Martha, at Bethany. He had gone there 
to escape capture by those Jews who sought his life. The two 
sisters must have been advised of his whereabouts, or they could 
not have sent th e message concerning the serious illness of their 
brother. Jesus often lodged there, for it was the home of Lazarus, 
Martha and Mary, as well as ofSimon the Leper, who was appar
ently given that appellation from having formerly been affiicted 
with leprosy. 

In. 12 opens with the record of the feast provided, at which 
both Jesus and Lazarus were present, as well as Martha and 
Mary. Another important refer ence to this town is recorded by 
Luke-

"And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up 
his hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass, while he 
blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into 
heaven " (Lk. 24:50 ). 

* * * 
Lazarus was a member of the family of Bethany, and brother 

of Martha and Mary. He was an object of deep affection not only 
to his sisters, but to Jesus, which speaks well for his character. 
He was chosen for the notable honor of being raised from the 
dead. As we mentioned briefly, he was present at a supper given 
in honour of Jesus by Simon the Leper at Bethany 6 days before 
the Passover. 

The extent to which his restoration to life tended to bring new 
followers to Jesus so irritated the Jewish authorities that they 
plotted to put Lazarus also to death. This is the last mention of 
Lazarus in Scripture. The plot to take his life does not seem to 
have been carried out, for no mention is further made of it . This 
name is Latin, which came from the Greek, and is the equivalent 
of "Eleazar" in Hebrew, meaning "God Helps. " 

* * * 
Now let us meet Martha. Her name is Aramaic, and is sup

posed to mean, "lady." Luke records an interesting and notewor
thy inciden t ch.10:38-42which is wellworth readingat this time-

"Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a 
certain village: and a certain woman namedMartha received 
him into her house." (What a glorious privilege and divine 
honor, that was-to have Jesus as a guest in her home! ). 
''And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus ' 
feet, and heard his word. 
"ButMartha was cumbered aboutmuch serving, and came to 

306 Berean 2015 



him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath 
left me to serve alone? Bid her thereforethat she help me. 
"AndJesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou 
art careful and troubled about many things: " 
"But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good 
part, which shall not be taken away from her." 
Nothing is said of Martha's reaction to this rebuke by Jesus, 

but she must have taken it in the manner stated by Solomon in 
Provo 9:8 -"Rebuke a wise man , and he will love thee." 

Much has been said about this illuminating event. Some have 
taken Martha's part as only being reasonable with such an hon
ored guest, and that Mary should have waited until after the 
meal to talk to Jesus . Then there are those who sympathize with 
Martha and say that she was a practical and sensible serving 
woman, and Jesus was too severe with her. But we must remem
ber that Christ's life was a teaching life, and he always took 
every opportunity that arose. It is well, therefore, to look at the 
teaching he employed. The position of the Martha class is one of 
social interest. She was interested in Christ's presence in her 
home, and wanted to show her appreciation by a lavish display 
of hospitality. 

Mary 's was a spiritual interest-an interest centered in what 
Christ had to say about his mission, and the things pertaining to 
salvation. They were both right in what they were doing. It was 
necessary to provide food for Jesus, but Martha was too careful 
and troubled about it. 

I think we would all be exercised in the same manner if he 
should be our guest. But it should not be overdone. Mary, sitting 
at the feet of Jesus, is representative of those who choose the one 
thing that is needful, and place it above all other things. It is 
that good part that will not be taken away when all temporal 
things will vanish like a dream. Mary's name is equivalent to 
Miriam in the Hebrew. 

The characteristics of the two sisters come ou t strongly at the 
supper held in the home of Simon the Leper. In In. 12:2, it is 
sta ted that "Martha served," but in verse 3 John says

"Then took Mary a pound ofointment of spikenard, very 
costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet 
with her hair: and the house was filled with the fragrance. " 
Mark gives more detail regarding this event, and adds the 

words of Jesu&--
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"She hath done what she cou ld: she is come aforehand to 
anoint my body to the burying. 
"Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be 
preached throughout the whole world, this also that she hath 
done shall bespoken offora memorial ofher" (Mk . 14:8-9). 
What a beautiful and eloquent tribute: It was an act of rare 

devotion and spiritual understanding, testifying both to her grati
tude and to her sense of the high dignity and destiny of him 
whom she honored-"She hath done what she could: she is come 
aforehand to anoint my body to the burying" (Mk.14:8). But 
regardless of the difference in character of these two sisters, it is 
worthy of note in our reading that--'d"esus loved Martha, and 
her sister, and Lazarus" (I n . 11:5). 

* * * 
The close attachment that Jesus held towards this family is 

emphasized in the message the two sisters sent to him when Laz
arus was taken seriously ill-"Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest 
is sick" (I n . 11:3). 

There was no request that he come at once. We would there
fore surmise that becauseJesus lovedhim, they must have thought 
that the mere statement regarding his illness would be sufficient. 
But Jesus did not go at once. He remained two days where they 
were staying. Then he suggested that they go again into Judea. 
This must have seemed strange to the disciples, because they had 
fled from Judea to escape danger because of the continued perse
cution. 

They reminded him of this fact, but he answered
':4re there not twelve hours in the day? Ifany man walk in 
the day, he stumbleth. not, because he seeth the light ofthis 
world. But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, be
cause there is no light in him" (I n . 11:9-10). 
Bro . Roberts explains this parabolic answer in the following 

manner -''Aman 's day is his appointed time. Some men have no 
appointed time, like the cattle. But where there is a time ap
pointed, he is safe till it is past. His day has 12 hours. Christ was 
several times in danger, as we have seen, but it came to nothing 
'because his hour was not yet come.' So it is with all who belong 
to him. They cannot be prevailed against till their work is done. 
This gives peace in the presence of danger." 

It is not recorded whether the disciples understood this state
ment of Jesus, or whether he explained it to them. However, it 
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was characteristic of him to speak to them in this manner. After 
that he said un to them

"These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our 
friend Lazarus sleepeth;but I go, that I may awake him outof 
sleep. Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do 
well. Howbeit Jesus spake ofhis death: but they thought that 
he had spoken oftaking ofrest in sleep. Then said Jesus unto 
them plainly, Lazarus is dead . And I am glad for your sakes 
that I was not there, to the intentye may believe; nevertheless 
let us go unto him" (In. 11:11-15). 
Prior to this Jesus had said-"This sickness is not unto death, 

but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified 
thereby" (In. 11:4). Here again Jesus was speaking in language 
of figure. Why did he speak thus? It was apparently his method 
of causing the disciples to think for themselves. The death of 
Lazarus was not a finality, for it was to be interrupted shortly, 
and that is why Jesus spoke of him sleeping. And that is why 
Paul spoke in the same manner in 1 Thessalonians--"For ifwe 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which 
sleep in Jesus will God bring with him" (1 Thess. 4:14). 

The fact is that Jesus deliberately waited for Lazarus to die. 
But why did he say that he was glad he was not there? Is it not 
true that ifhe had been there, he would have been requested to 
cure Lazarus. Then he would not have died, and he would not 
have had the opportunity for displaying God's mighty power of 
resurrection which later followed. 

Why did he say he was glad for their sakes that he was not 
there, to the intent that they might believe? Did they not already 
believe from the great works he had done in their presence many 
times? 

Yes they did, but there were thousands who did not. And not 
only that, but as Jesus approached the end of his ministry, he 
began to do unusual things for the disciples in order to build up 
their courage for the great trial that lay in store for them. We 
remember, even after all this, "They all forsook him and fled. " 

* * * 
When they arrived in Bethany, they found that Lazarus had 

been in the grave, or tomb, four days, and that many of their 
friends had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them. At this 
point it is interesting to note the action ofthe two sisters when 
they heard that Jesus had arrived-
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"Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, 
went and met him. ButMary sat still in the house" (In. 11:20). 
And now the situation was reversed with regard to Martha 

and Jesus, for it was she who reproved Jesus for not coming 
sooner

"Then saidMartha unto Jesus, Lord, ifthou hadstbeen here, 
my brother had not died" (In. 11:21). 
This was quite true, and Jesus understood it well, for his 

delay in coming was planned, but Martha did not at this time 
tinderstand the situation. Martha may have thought that death 
would not have occurred if Jesus had been there; but ifhe had 
come sooner he would have healed her brother's illness. But 
let it be noted carefully that Martha did not despair, for she 
added

"But ] know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask ofGod, 
God will give it thee" (I n . 11:22). 
However, she did not yet know that her brother was to be 

raised within an hour, for when Jesus said , "Thy brother shall 
rise again" (v. 23), she replied: "I know that he shall rise again in 
the resurrection at the last day" (v 24). But Jesus had intended 
that she would comprehend his statement in the same manner 
as when he spoke to his disciples, when he said-"I go that] may 
awake him out ofsleep." Jesus tried again to clear the situation 
regarding Lazarus, by saying

"] am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live:And whosoever liveth 
and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?" 
Martha's confident response was typical of all who believe as 

she believed, and it is essential that we all hold the same confi
dent faith, for, says Paul in Heb. 3:14-"For we are made par
takers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence 
stedfast unto the end." What was Martha 's response?-''Yea, 
Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which 
should come into the world ." Even up to this poin t, she did not 
grasp the idea to which Jesus was leading up with reference to 
her brother. The conversation all took place somewhere outside 
the town of Bethany, for we read (v, 30)

"Now Jesu s was not yet come into the town, but was in the 
place where Martha met him. " 

* * * 
Martha then hastened home, and called Mary to one side,and 
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spoke to her secretly, saying-"The Master is come, and calleth 
for thee" (v 29). 

Mary hurried away, and said nothing to those who were with 
her, and they thought she had gone to the grave to weep there, 
but she was on her way to see Jesus, and when she reached him, 
she fell at this feet and repeated Martha 's greeting-"Lord, if 
thou hadst been here, my brother had not died" (v. 32). 

While she was speaking, she was weeping, and so were those 
who followed her. In such circumstances, no one can console the 
bereaved who have lost the association of a loved one. All they 
can do is what Paul said in Rom. 12:15-"Weep with those that 
weep." It was too much, even for the Son of God who loved these 
people, so that he , too, wept with them. But this sad drama was 
nearing its end, and Jesus asked them where they had laid him. 
The answer was brief: "Come and see." 

On the way to the grave, some one said-"Could not this man, 
which opened the eyes ofthe blind, haoe caused that even this man 
should not die ?" 

They were right-he could have done so, but as we have seen 
this situation was planned, and they were about to witness the 
glory of God, by which the Son of God was to be glorified thereby. 

When they reached the grave, Jesus requested that they re
move the stone that covered the opening of the cave. Martha, 
still unable to grasp the significance of the momentous event 
that was transpiring, expressed her concern at Jesus' request, 
because of the condition of the body after four days in the tomb. 
The answer ofJesus must have thrilled Martha

"S aid I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou 
shouldest see the glory ofGod?" 
When the stone was taken away, Jesus prayed briefly
"Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. And I knew 
that thou hearest me always: but because ofthe people which 
stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent 
me" (I n . 11:41-42 ). 
His words were few and expressive, reminding us of what 

Solomon said in Ecc. 5:2-"God is in heaven, and thou upon 
earth: therefore let thy words be few." This calls to mind what 
bro. Roberts said in the Guide about prayer in our meetings
'Let prayer be to God alone-one brother leading the rest in 
thanksgiving and supplication to His Name. And let the subject 
matter of each prayer be appropriate to the occasion; so that 
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God may be glorified, and all may be edified.' 
Going back to the grave, we hear Jesus say with a loud voice

"Lazarus, come forth!" It was not the loud voice that restored 
life to him, but the power of God operating through Jesus. It 
was the work of a moment or, as Paul expressed it, "In the twin
kling ofan £rye. " Therefore, Lazarus awoke, finding himself alive 
and better, and came forth in his grave clothes, and his face tied 
with a napkin as was the manner in effect at that time. Jesus 
said

"Loose him and let him go. " 
This great work of God in restoring Lazarus to life produced a 

two-fold result. First-"Many ofthe Jews which came to Mary, 
and had seen the things which Jesus did, believe on him." But 
there were some of a different type, who went and told the Phari
sees what things Jesus had done. This roused their merciless 
anger to such an extent that the chief priests and Pharisees con
vened the Council, and agreed together to put him to death. 
''Jesus therefore walked no more openly among the Jews; but went 
thence unto a country near to the wilderness, into a city called 
Ephraim, and there continued with his disciples" (In. 11:54). 

In the meantime, Lazarus and his sisters Martha and Mary 
returned horne with rejoicing. It is therefore our earnest prayer 
that the consideration of this chapter will leave such an impres
sion on our minds that we too will return horne "as sorrowful yet 
always rejoicing." -Berean 1965 

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy 
LOOMING WARBETWEEN RUSSIA AND NATO 

War between Russia and the NATO alliance should be un
thinkable. But a new study of recent military exercises suggests 
both powers are preparing for just that possibility. 

The finding raises the spectreofa continent-wide clash ofcon
ventional armies, the sort not seen since Russia and the Western 
allies combined to defeat Nazi Germany in the Second World War. 

The think tank, the European Leadership Network (ELN), 
called for increased communication between the two sides about 
the timing and location of military exercises, and for politicians 
to re-examine the "benefits and dangers" of such heightened 
military activity. 

The unpredictability of the situation in Eastern Europe was 
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highlighted when a Dutch-led team of investigators said they had 
discovered fragments of a Russian-made missile system amid the 
wreckage of Malaysia Airlines Flight 17, which crashed in east
ern Ukraine after being shot out of the sky last summer. The 
Dutch and Australian governments-the two countries with the 
largest number of citizens among thevictims-contemplated send
ing special-forces troops to secure the crash area. 

Tensions in Europe have been near Cold War highs for 18 
months now, ever since pro-Western protesters toppled a Krem
lin-supported government in Ukraine. That was followed by 
Russia's snap annexation of the Crimean Peninsula and the out
break of a war in the Donetsk region pitting Kremlin-supported 
separatists against a Western-backed Ukrainian army. 

While fighting in eastern Ukraine has ebbed in recent 
months-before spiking up suddenly in recent days-researchers 
from the ELN found that both Russia and NATO have used mili
tary drills this year to practice waging war against the other 
side. 

Russia began its exercises in mid-March with a mock alert on 
the Kola Peninsula in Russia's Far North, near the country's bor
der with Norway. That was quickly followed by the scrambling 
of fighters from an Arctic air base and a drill simulating an at
tack on the warships of Russia's Northern Fleet. 

Over the next six days, the exercises rapidly grew in size and 
scope, with "aler ts" spreading to the Baltic and Black Sea fleets, 
and then the main Central Military District and the country's 
strategic bombers. Eventually, some 80,000 soldiers, 12,000 pieces 
of heavy equipment, 80 warships and 220 aircraft were involved, 
including several units in the Kaliningrad exclave, which sits be
tween NATO members Poland and Lithuania, as well as forces 
that were mobilized to repel "saboteurs" on Sakhalin Island, in 
Russia's Far East. 

NATO answered in JW1ewith a series of exercises collectively 
known as Allied Shield that included the first deployment of the 
alliance's new Very High Readiness Joint Task Force, which was 
assembled as part ofNATO's response to risingnervousness among 
member states sharinga border with Russia. NATO also carried 
out major naval exercises in the Baltic Sea, plus drills that saw 
15,000 troops deployed to the Baltic States and Poland. Some 
120 Canadian soldiers, as well as the frigate HMCS Fredericton, 
took part in the exercises. 
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The ELN, which is headed by ex-foreign and defence minis
ters from 14 countries, including Russia, concluded that the scale 
of the Russian exercises indicated it "could only have been a 
scenario simulating a war with the United States and/or NATO." 

Similarly, the nature of the NATO drills, which focused on 
both countering the kind of infiltration tactics used by Russian 
forces last year in seizing the Crimean Peninsula, as well as re
pelling a large conventional force, "leaves Russia as the only pos
sible adversary. " 

"The exercises are adding fuel to the current crisis, and they 
add to the worst-case scenario thinking," said Lukasz Kulesa, 
one of the authors of the report. "When you had the Russian 
exercises in Kaliningrad last year, there were voices in the Baltic 
States who felt this was a rehearsal for an operation against 
them. It's adding to the anxiety we have right now in the Russia
West relationship." 

Both the Russian and NATO exercises were based on scenarios 
in which the other side attacked first. But Mr. Kulesa said the 
size of the drills, and their proximity to the borders between 
Russia and the West, increase the likelihood of an incident, such 
as a collision between two fighter jets, that could push the two 
sides to the brink of war. 

The nature of the Russian drills indicated that Moscow be
lieves "even a limited war with NATO would grow into a full
scale war sooner or later," Mr. Kulesa said, noting that Russia had 
also stepped up the training schedule of its nuclear forces. 

Pavel Felgenhauer, an independent military analyst based in 
Moscow, said the lack of communications between the two sides 
and a "de facto downgrading" of diplomatic ties between Russia 
and the West made it easy to envisage how a small conflict could 
quickly grow into a big one . 

"The lines of communication are closing and everyone is beef
ing up for an eventuality that could be very,very unpleasant," he 
said . Mr. Felgenhauer added that, for now, the two sides were 
just posturing, "but posturing is the path to war. It always has 
been."-Globe&Mail,8115 

It is stunning-though not surprising-at how quickly 
talk has turned from provisioning for very small quick-re
sponse forces against terrorist attacks, to now openly plan
ning for very large, world-war-scale armies ready to face 
each other on the plains of Europe. And not just localized 
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exercises, putting large numbers of soldiers in a specific 
location for specific training as has been the custom be
fore, but actual strategic warfare maneuvers accounting 
for an enemy attacking in multiple locales hundreds of miles 
apart and using different tactics and weaponry. 

We have long anticipated this, but as the time draws nigh 
for Christ's return, we nonetheless marvel at the speed at 
which things have developed toward full confrontation. 
Truly this is the force behind the warning, "Be ye therefore 
READY also: for the Son ofman cometh at an hour when ye 
think not" (Luke 12:40). 

Certainly the nations of the earth have been caught off 
guard by the swiftness at which things have escalated
NATO LEFT SCRAMBLING 

NATO planners have been scrambling to dust off Cold War
era logistical plans to allow the movement of huge amounts of 
materiel across Europe. 

"Since the beginning of the Ukraine crisis we have had an 
intensification of exercises and an increase in their scope," said 
Lukasz Kulesa, ELN research director. 

"Russia is increasing the combat readiness of its forces and 
aiming to send a number of messages to NATO. The Russian 
machinery has proved it can move with much more ease than 
NATO. NATO is adapting to that ... it's still somewhere in 
between .. . treating Russia as an opponent full-scale , which 
would mean NATO exercises would need to be much more broad 
and significant."-Fin. Times, 8/15 

This is an open confession, by ex-foreign and defence 
ministers from 14 countries, including and in the presence 
of the ears of Russia, that NATO is not prepared for a sud
den Russian offensive into Europe and the Middle East. 

Again, as we consider the suddenness of Russia's ability 
and preparedness to attack, and the weakness and Ill-pre
paredness of NATO and Europe, we realize the import of 
Christ's own words: that in the crisis he himself will appear 
speedily in response: "BEHOLD I COME QUICKLY/" 
THE HOUSE OF TOGARMAH 

In Ezekiel's enumeration of the nations under the sway 
of Gogue as he is about to enter the Promised Land, there is 
listed, "the house of Togarmah of the north quarters, and 
all his bands." 

If we look at the Caucasus area between the Black and 
the Caspian Sea, Circassia once stretched across the band 
of it, with Georgia to the south. This is what prompted Dr. 
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Thomas to say, "Russian, and Independent, Tartary are the 
countries of Togarmah ... Georgia and Circassia, probably, 
are 'bands of Togarmah's house'." (Elpis Israel, p. 429). And 
since Webster's Geographical Dictionary indicates "large 
numbers of Circassians emigrated to Turkey", the "house 
and bands" logically include parts of Turkey as well. 

But after WWII and the turmoil brought on by the fall of 
the Soviet Union, this Caucasus area has splintered into 
multiple ethnicities-a household of countries, as it were, 
among which are now enumerated independent splinters of 
the old USSR and Circassia: CHECHNYA, Dagestan, 
Ingushetia, Adyghea, Kabardino-Balkaria, Karachay-Cher
kessia, North Ossetia-Alania, Krasnodar Krai, Stavropol 
Krai, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Georgia, Adjara, Abkhazia, South 
Ossetia, as well as parts of Iran and Turkey. 

This area, according to Ezekiel's prophecy, is to be part of 
Gogue's confederacy against the Holy Land in the "time of 
the end." We therefore note with utmost interest the activi
ties in that area-

Just as signs indicate that the conflict in Ukraine is escalating, 
the standoff between Russia and the West also appears to be in
tensifying farther east in the former Soviet periphery. 

Georgian Defense Minister Khidasheli met with U.S. Secre
tary of Defense Carter ahead of the inauguration of a new NATO 
training center in Georgia. The day before the meeting, reports 
emerged that Russia is planningon opening a new military radar 
station in Azerbaijan in 2017. Though these reports are uncon
firmed, they suggest the Caucasus could soon experience some 
important changes. 

The Southern Caucasus region-s-comprising the states of Geor
gia, Armenia and Azerbaijan-is no stranger to the standoff be
tween Moscow and the West. Indeed, it was the Russo-Georgian 
War of August 2008 that marked Russia's resurgence as a re
gional power and exposed the West's unwillingness to defend a 
country that was formally aligned with both the European Union 
and NATO. After the war, Russia was able to use divisions within 
NATO and the U.S. preoccupation with the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan to re-establish influence throughout much of the 
former Soviet periphery, from Central and Eastern Europe to 
Central Asia. 

This was particularly true in the Caucasus, where Russia used 
the war with Georgia as a means to formalize and strengthen its 
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military and political influence in the breakaway territories of 
Abkhazia and South Ossetia. Russia also shored up its military 
presence in Armenia and gained an even stronger economic and 
political position there. The one weak spot for Russia was 
Azerbaijan, which instead of aligning with Moscow chose to use 
its wealth of energy resources and strategic location to gain con
cessions from several regional powers, including Russia, Turkey 
and the West. But Russia 's military presence in both Georgia 
and Armenia effectively served as a check against Azerbaijan, 
and Baku was well aware that Moscow was the dominant exter
nal power in the region. 

However, the West would not give Russia a free hand to keep 
expanding its influence in the former Soviet periphery. In the 
uprising in Ukraine, the United States and European Union 
supported the removal ofa pro-Russian government in Kiev in 
favor of one that was oriented toward the West. And Western 
powers made clear that their support would not be limited to 
Ukraine: Particularly after Russia annexed Crimea and opted to 
support a separatist rebellion in eastern Ukraine, the West be
gan to build up militarily in Central and Eastern Europe and 
expand security cooperation with several other countries in the 
former Soviet periphery. 

This expansion has been most obvious in Ukraine, but it has 
not ended there. Georgian troops have participated in signifi
cantly more joint military exercises with NATO and US. forces 
since the Ukraine conflict began. 

Moscow will be particularly displeased because Russia's once
dominant position in the Caucasus has been tested during the 
Ukraine crisis. Russia's ability to arbitrate and shape the con 
flict to its liking has been strained. -Stratfor, 8/15 
THE STRATEGIC VALUE OF THE CAUCASUS 

Now for the west and Russia to be contending for this 
piece of land, it must be self-evident that the isthmus forms 
an extremely important strategic asset. 

In a book written in 1885, under a chapter headed, "Will 
Russia Conquer India," the author noted (including the 
author's italioei--: 

"One thing is certain, that future operations against Af
ghanistan and India must have the Caucasus for their base 
... The entire distance between the eastern shore of the 
Caspian Sea and Herat, the so-called key to India, can be 
made in forty-eight hours at the most. In summing up the 
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entire distance it results in this, that taking the westernmost 
starting point, namely Odessa, an army can be thrown in six 
days from the south ofRussia into the interior ofAsia with
out any great exertion and without any interruption." (The 
Nineteenth Century-A Monthly Review. James Knowles, Vol. 
XVII, January 1885, p. 41). 

This potential attack against the old British (Tarshish) 
stomping grounds of Mghanistan and India (and channel
ing through Iran/persia, among the nations to fall into 
Gogue's army-Eze. 38:5), will cause Britain and Allies to 
leap to the fore in antagonism to the power of Russia, as Dr. 
Thomas perceived

"The conquest of Persia by the Autocrat will doubtless 
cause England to conquer Afghanistan, and to seize upon 
Dedan that she may command the entrance to the Persian 
gulf, and so prevent him from obtaining access to India ei
ther by land or sea. Possessing Persia and Mesopotamia, the 
apprehension of his pushing still further southward, and 
perhaps establishing himself on the north-eastern coast of 
the Red Sea, and so taking them in the rear and gaining 
access to India by the straits of Bab-el-Mandeb, will also be 
a powerful motive for the merchants of Tarshish and its 
young lions to take possession of all the coast from the Gulf 
of Persia to the Straits, and thence to Suez, by which the 
lion-power will not only become the Sheba and Dedan, but 
also the Edom, Moab, and Ammon, of 'the latter days'." 

(Elpis Israel, pp. 435-436). 
THE OLD LION OF TARSlllSH 

On this matter concerning Britain, the old lion of Tarsh
ish, destined to be the enemy of Gogue and his host (Eze, 
38:13), has begun to arouse itself-

Britain must station permanent ground troops in allied East
ern European countries to head off Russia 's aggressive foreign 
policy, according to a report. 

The paper, produced by the Henry Jackson Society, says Bal
tic countries need additional protection from Vladimir Putin's 
policy of generating "man ageable chao s" along NATO 's eastern 
flank. 

It argues that for the first time in more than two decades, the 
UK faces a serious state-based competitor on the European conti
nent. 

[The] co-authors of the report said: "Rather than trying to 
shy away from mainland Europe, the United Kingdom needs to 
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re-assert the European dimension ofits global policy more force
fully." 

The new report, entitled, After Crimea: Towards a new Brit
ish Geostrategy for Eastern Europe, concludes that Mr Putin's 
Russia constitutes a threat to the Baltic states, Romania and 
even to the UK as Moscow tries to generate divisions between 
Western nations. 

"This will likely require a new British military footprint in 
Eastern Europe, including the permanent stationing of British 
troops in exposed Allied nations, to ensure the European main
land-a cri tical component of Britain's geostrategic defence sys
tem-remains prosperous and secure," it says. 

The authors add that if Europe is the centrepiece of the UK's 
defence system, then Eastern Europe-exposed to Russia's ag
gressive foreign policy-matters most. 

"Long a strong supporter of smaller nations ' right to self
determination, as well as NATO, the UK must ensure the 'assur
ance measures' adopted by the alliance are sufficient to deter 
Russian provocation," they say. 

"The Baltic States have asked NATO for the installation of 
permanent garrisons on their territory: as the most militarily 
powerful European country, the UK has a responsibility, both to 
its allies and to itself, to respond appropriately. " 

-Telegraph, 9/15 
A PEOPLE PREPARED FOR THE LORD 

One might gather, reading from the works of Dr. Thomas 
and bro. Roberts, and from the news of the day, that the 
saints will have a little time to take warning when Russia 
starts to move. But we live in an age of tools and weaponry 
which all but eliminate the old land buffers, the crossing of 
which once provided ample warning of pending attack. Air
craft, missiles, and even tanks and ships that race at speeds 
unheard of 135 years ago are now prevalent. We must, there
fore, be ready TODAY. 

Christ cautioned, "when the Son of man cometh, shall he 
find faith on the earth?" (Luke 18:8). In the words of Job, 
which we may apply to the earth's population in the latter 
days, "Can that which is unsavoury be eaten without salt?" 
Today, the "salt" of the earth has nearly "lost its savour"
the granules so small and unaccounted of that their ability 
to modify and make savoury the mass of humanity has been 
lost. Moreover, the righteous are too few in the midst of the 
sin of Sodom and Gomorrah to allow for the continuation 
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of Gentile times much longer. But yet, in the midst of the 
open mockery and hatred against God and His law, let us 
draw strength and courage in remembering the sure word 
of Yahweh, and be READY for His Son's appearing

"Knoui therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the 
faithful God, which . . . repayeth them that hate him to their 
face, to destroy them: he uiill not be slack to him that hateth 
him, HE WILL REPAY HIM TO HIS FACE. 

"Thou shalt therefore keep the commandments, and the 
statutes, and the judgments, which I command thee this day, 
to do them!" (Deut. 7:9-11).-T.D.C. 

"Surely, I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. " 

One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Continued from page 324) 

THE third article was about "He, The Comforter."
The pronoun "he" is not expressed in In. 14:16. The nomina

tive to the verb meneei "may abide" is the phrase allon para

kleeton "another comforter."
 
Parakleetos, one sent to assist another, is masculine; so that it is
 
grammatically correct to translate hina meneei "that he may
 
abide, " meth' hymoon eis ton aioona, "with you for the age,"
 
that is, during what remains of the Mosaic age-"to the end of
 
the age." But while wejudge thus of the masculinity of the verb's
 
nominative from that verse, the next would seem to lead us to
 
the conclusion that the "he" ought to be "it" -the third person
 
neuter gender.
 
The Spirit is a procedure from the Father; an emanation sent
 
forth wheresoever He pleaseth. It is that by which He estab

lishes a relationship, or connection between Himself and every

thing animate and inanimate in the Universe.
 
It is His power, neither masculine nor feminine, but grammati

cally neuter, and inseparable from Himself; for "He is Spirit,"
 
and by His Spirit everywhere extent.
 
There is no personality of the Spirit distinct from the personal

ity of the Father. The Father, He conceives , wills , commands;
 
the Spirit executes, etc. The Father sends it, bestows it, directs
 
it, so that what is done is done of God.-Herald, 1856
 

* * * 
THE next article was on ''The Duty of the Brethren tn Relation to the Propaga
tion of the Truth." His remarks were made in regard to an ecclesia in Nor
folk, Va.

"Here is a congregation of twenty one persons who have intelli
gently obeyed the Gospel of the Kingdom of God .. . They are all 
working Christians. They feel that the support and propagation 
of the Truth rest upon them. Each one feels this as a personal 
responsibility. They regard their individual selves as a standing 
conference in their weekly meetings, and adequate to all; that 
is doable in the vicinity. 
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"They believe they can do more for the spr ead of the Truth in 
their vicinity by their own individual exer tions , aided by th e 
Herald and Elpi s Israel, which have been instrumental in en
lightening th eir own minds, than by sending money to a con
ference fund, to make up 500 dollars or any other sum more or 
less , for which someone, not now engaged in teaching the people 
without recompense, might be induced, tempted, or 'enabled 
to enter the field'."-Herald, 1852 

* * * 
IN his 123rd exhortation, bro . Roberts' spoke on Romans 9-

There are various matters in th e chapter read, which may prof
itably engage our attention this morning. First we have Paul 
telling us that he had "great heaviness and continual sorrow in 
his heart." The cause of this sorrow may afford us comfort in a 
certain way, for we are in some points in a similar relation. 
The cause of his sorrow was the estrangement from Christ of 
his "kinsmen according to the flesh, Israelites, in whom per
taineth the adoption and the glory and the covenants and the 
giving of th e law and th e service of God and th e promises." 
To see th e full cause of thi s sorrow, we must recognize the full
ness of it s extent. The estrangement of Israel from Christ was a 
national estrangement. It compre hended the vast mass of th e 
nation . 
There were many thousands of J ews who believed, but these 
wer e but a handful among the others. The picture before Paul 
was the picture of God's nation as a whole in a state of non
submission to God's will concerning them; yea, a state of viru
lent opposition to what he required of th em . .. 

* * * 
FURTHER in his article on "The Ways of PrOVidence, No. 22," bro. Roberts 
was concluding his remarks on lhings previously considered-

We have now completed the promised survey of the facts pre
sented to us in the Scriptures which authentically illustrate 
th e ways of Providence. There are some omissions from the 
survey, but they are few, and do not throw further light on the 
subject. 
It may be profitable to summarize the results arrived at. They 
are of gr eat value in the right r eading of the ways of God. Th e 
way s of God are not confined to the age of miracle. Th ey ex
tend throughout all gener ations. They are extant today in the 
sphere both of politi cs and individual life . 

* * * 
An article by bro . Shuttleworth broughl out some interesting thoughts con
cerning "The study of the Bible"-

Just now we live in an age when men study not so mu ch of God 
there is to be known and how th ey might best honour Him; as 
to how mu ch they can turn His works to account in securing 
th eir own ends, and the objects of their petty ambitions. 
They use God's stone for their buildings, His clay for their bricks, 
His timber for their ships, His coal for their fir es, His pr eciou s 
stones for th eir jewels, His metals for th eir manufacturers . . . 
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but how seldom men think of the creative wisdom and goodness
 
which devised so plentifully such means of wealth and well-be 

ing for His offspring.
 
Wisdom will therefore not hesitate to make choice of the Bible
 
as the leading study, as the daily study, as the prince of all stud

ies, as a study never to be abandoned for any other; but on the
 
contrary as representing our whole life's endeavour ...
 

* * * 
IN part No.3 of his wonderful writings on "The Temple of Ezekiel's Proph
ecy, bro. Henry SUlley offered these further thoughts-

Geba and Rimmon probably mark the northern and southern 
boundaries of the mountain upon which Ezekiel is caused to 
stand. But is that mountain a narrow range of hills like Mt. Seir, 
or is it a wide district like a tableland, having broad slopes? 
The quotation from the 48th Psalm favours the latter idea . There 
are several reasons which confirm such a conclusion contained 
in the citation of arguments which follow, therefore they need 
not be a matter of comment just now. 
Probably all the territory lying between the Dead Sea and the 
Mediterranean will be affected by the earthquake which rives 
Olivet in twain; nor is it unlikely that "Immanuel's" land will 
receive considerable additions westward at the time when the 
prophecy is fulfilled. 

* * * 
IN bro. Roberts "Notes" section, he considered some very specific ques
tions addressed to him

1) G.WM-Your article on the prophetic periods is duly received. 
There is no time or space this month for more than this brief 
acknowledgment. The argument it puts forward on behalf of a 
postponement of the expectation of the Lord's coming is in our 
judgment unsustainable. The suggestion that Daniel, chapters 
8 and 9, are one prophecy is unproved. This has already been 
shown incidentally in the notice of other productions . .. Weare 
convinced of the accuracy of Dr. Thomas views on the subject. So 
many things show it. The as yet non -occurrence of the Lord's 
appearing is no disproof of them, as there is nothing to show 
that the Lord's appearing would transpire immediately upon 
the expiry of the 1260 years of papal ascendancy. It was a rea
sonable expectation, the failure of which does not interfere with 
the fact that that expiry has introduced us to the time of the 
end. 
2) J.O.N.-To say the worship of Christ is idolatry must be due 
to a misconception of terms surely. The angels are commanded 
to worship him (Heb. 1:6); the disciples worshipped him (Matt. 
28: 17); the saints are enjoined in their capacity as the Lord's 
bride, to worship him (Psalm 45:11). 
As a matter of fact they are apocalyptically revealed in the act of 
worshipping him in the day of his glory, falling down before 
him (Rev. 5:8 ) and joining with a multitude of the angels in the 
ascription of all the divine attributes "to him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and to the Lamb for ever" (5:13). 
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This uniting of the Father and the Son in the act of homage is 
in harmony with Christ's own words, "Th e Father hath com 
mi tted all judgment unto the Son, that all men should honour 
the Son even as they honour the Fat her" (J ohn 5:22-23), 
Probably your objective is founded on an inaccur a te pre-con
ception of the meaning of the word "worship". To worship 
Chri st as the supreme would be inadmissible; for the Father, 
who is the head of Chri st is greater than he (1 Cor. 11:3; John 
14:28); but to worship him in the express character in which 
th e Father has presented him (as th e brightness of the Father's 
glory and the expr ess image of His person), is not only no idola
try, but is an act the neglect of which will ensure our rejection 
in th e day when every knee shall bow to him, and every tongue 
confess. The Father ha th given him that name above every 
name; and it is ours in reverence to adore. 

* * * 
BIBLE Lectures (135 Years Ago)

"The Dead that Die in the Lord" 
"Prophecy and the Gospel" 
"The Events of the Death and Resurrection of Lazar us Shown 
to be Subversive of Popular Ideas Regarding the Nature of 
Man and His State in Death." 

"The Sufferings of Christ and the Glory that is to Follow" 
"An Unrecognized Fact: The Wages of Sin is Death" 
"Disembodied Existence: Is it a Fact Taught in God's Word or a 
Fiction Taught of Men?" 

"Christ in the Three-Fold Character of Prophet, Pr iest and 
King" 

"The New Heavens and New Earth of Divine promise , in 
Contrast to the 'Better Land' of Human Imagination" 

"The Transfiguration" 

August Answers-'Who" 
1. Used clouts--Jeremiah 21. Had four sons who hid-s-Ornan 
2. Said, Take two-Naaman 22. Washed their stripes-Jailor 
3. Hid in a well-Ahimaaz 23 . Had filthy garments--Joshua 
4. Rescued Paul-e-Claudius Lysias 24. Hid amongthe stuff-Saul 
5. Worked wilily-Gibeonites 25. Lived byseaside-Simon 
6. Kissed Amasa-Joab 26. Sat still in the house-Mary 
7. Washed his faee-Joseph 27. Loved present world-Demas 
8. Shavedhis head-Job 28. Dealt hardly with her--Sarah 
9. Painted herface--Jezebel 29. Burn.ed priests' bones-Josiah 

10. Gave much alms-Corn.elius 30. Bound up his wounds----Samaritan 
11. Lived at Philippi-Lydia 31. Set his house in order-Ahithophel 
12. Killed inbed-Ishbosheth 32. Died in year of Flood-Methuselah 
13. Sat on top of hill-Elijah 33. Understood by books-Daniel 
14. Cut off theropes--Soldiers 34. Meditated in the field-Isaac 
15. Was hid three months-Moses 35. Was mourned seventy days--Jacob 
16. Wallowed in blood-Amasa 36. Cut with penknife--Jehoiakim 
17. Ran to the herd-Abraham 37. Was afraid at midnight-Boaz 
18. Escapedonhorse-Benhadad 38. Cast under shrub--Ishmael 
19. Wept and didn't eat-Hannah 39. Turn.ed his face to wall-Hezekiah 
20. Pursuedhim seven days-Laban 40. Dismissed the assembly-Townclerk 
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One Hundred & Thirty-Five YearsAgo 
The Christadelphian, September, 1880 

THE opening articles from the pen of bro. Thomas covered a number of 
pages in the Christadelphian. The first one was entitled "QuestIons Con
cerning the Devil.' The subjects considered were, in brief: When is the Be
ginning; Has the Devil a place in the beginning as the serpent; The tempter 
and Christ; The Dragon; etc. Bro. Thomas made appropriate remarks in 
regard to each question that were sent to him . It is a good clarification of 
important elements of the Truth . 

* * * 
THE second article from bro. Thomas' writings was on "Nebuchadnezzar's 
Image." He stated-

We consider Nebuchadnezzar's Image the symbol of Gogue's 
dominion, when he, the King of the North (Dan . 11:40-45), and 
of the Assyrian (Isa, 30:30-33), encamps with his army, drafted 
from all subject nations (Hab . 2:5), on the mountains of Israel 
(Dan . 11:45; Eze. 38:8 ), on all sides of Jerusalem, and is in ac
tual possession of the Holy City (Zech. 14:2), in the latter days 
(Eze. 38:16; Dan. 2:28).-Herald, 1852 (Continued onpage320) 

BIBLE PUZZLE-"Connect Item With Name" 
1. Hat 
2. Sop 

11. Paper 
12. Rope 

21. Chapel 
22. School 

31. Oration 
32. Latchet 

3. Mail 
4. Flea 

13. Helm 
14. Sores 

23. Jupiter 
24. Ladder 

33. Engines 
34. Pitchers 

5. Diet 15. Organ 25. Bolster 35. Treatise 
6. Mite 16. Barrel 26. Firkins 36 . Inkhorn 
7. Loft 17. Gourd 27. Shrines 37. Bramble 
8. Lace 
9. Skull 

10. Latin 

18. Butler 
19. Towel 
20. Censer 

28. Earring 
29. Receipt 
30. Harness 

38. Security 
39. Fig Tree 
40. Scaffold 

Aaron Ezekiel John Pharaoh 
Ahab Gideon John Baptist Pilate 
Amos Goliath Jonah Rebekah 
Barnabas Herod Jotham Saul 
Cana Jacob Jubal Shadrach 
David James Judas Solomon 
Delilah Jason Korah Theophilus 
Diana Jehoiachin Lazarus Tyrannus 
Elijah Jesus Matthew Uzziah 
Eutychus Jezebel Nathanael Widow 
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